o Technicat and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques ct‘biblioovmhiifw\

The Institute hds attempted.to obtain the best original’
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may siter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly changs the ususl methad of filming, sre
checked below.

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

s

Coveri™tamaged/ [
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/og iu%oud/
Couverture restaurée et/ou peliicujpe

Cover title missing/ ~

Le titre de couverture manque ~

Coloured maps/
Cartes géographiques en couleur

red ink (i.e. other then blus or black)/
Encre de couleur (1.¢. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

und with other material/
Reln avec d'autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/

La reliure serrée peut causer de I'ombre ou de la
distorsion le long de ia margs intérieure

¢
Blank lsaves sdded during restoration may sppesr
within the taxt. Whenever possible, thess have P
been omutted from filming/
1 se peut que certaines pages blanches sjoutédes
lors d’une restauration apparsissent dens le texte,
mats, lorsgque cela étart ossible. ces pages n'ont

L'Institut » microfilmé le meillsur exemplaire qu'il
lui & #té possible de seprocurer. Les détailf de cet
exemplaire Qui sont 'pout-dtn unigues du point de vue
bibliographique, qui p modifier une image
reproduite, ou Qui p exiger une modification
dans la méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués
ci-dessous. :

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages W/
Pages mdomma?bn‘

Pages restored snd/or laminated/ ’
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées
Y

discoloured. stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached/
Pages détachées

owthrough/
Transparepce

Bﬂunlny of print varies/
Qualité inégale de I''mpression

@'tontmuo'm pagination/

Pagination continue
Includes ndex(es)/
Comprend un (des) index

N

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de I'en-téte provient-

Titie page of 1ssue/ .
Pape de titre de |a livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de la livrason

pas été iimébes.
Masthead/
Geénérque (périodiques) de la livraison
Additional comments./ .
Commentaires supplémentasres:
This item 1s frimed at the red. ratio checked below/
Ce document est filmé su taux de réd ndiqué ¢i-o
10X 14X 18X 2x 26X N 0x
12x %X . Ax 264x 28X 32x
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*1|Hustrated ‘Papers
S: o Begin with January, 1900
“Jewels

For the Little Ones. Every week, bright and pretty.
yearly ; five or more to one addreu‘

' The Children's Record

Eﬂr{ym& instead of monthly us now. Haed-
Hllostrated. ¢0c. yearly ; five or more to one

ORDER EARLY

rom
Rev. R. Douglas Fraser
ife Bullding. , TORONTO

STRATFORD, ONT.

The Leading Comme ial School of Western
Ontario, Nonfbctt‘:mm Done e ux.:sem

wiatly
. demtasdmitted atany time. W J. ll.l.l 'rr. Pvin

P
.

f

the B.lble

(James Nisbet & Co.)

1—Abraham, by W . Deane, M A.
2—Isasc and Jacob y Canon Rawlinson.
B—Monn. non Rawlmlon
°§h“ 4 h';%m" T M. Lang, D.D.
ideon, and the Judge« tng,
6—Samuel nd Saul, W’ gi)eane, .
7—David, Dune. .

9—-Km¢s of 13“1 and )ndah by Canon Rawlinsoon.
10-Eljah, by W N:lh‘u\, D D.

11—Ezra and Neh h, by Canon R
12—Isaish, by Canon Driver.'

18—% nn*ah. by Clnon Cheyne.
14~Daniel e, B.D.
157 P Mlacy Pmphat! “by Archdeacon Farrar.
16— Jesus Christ the Divine Man, by F. ). Vallings, M.A
17—St. Paul, by James Iverach, M.A.

73 Cents Each, Ponpald"

o

Upper Canada Tract Soclety
102 Yonge sz., Toronto '

" THE CANADIAN BANK OF COMMERCE

Established 1867 { DIRECTORS.
| . . A. € . OBT. KILOOUR,
. HEAD OFFICE, TORONTO 4 HoN P?ggezﬁ 0X R VB(ce Pru.dmt.l T
, —_— W. B. HamiLtoN. M. LEGGAT. Jis. CRATHERN, H
. Q.C.,LLD. J. W. FLaveLLE. 1
PAID-UP CAPITAL, - Joun Hosxix. Q A '
¢ L, $6,000,000 B. E. WALKER, J. H' PLUMMBR,
RESERVE,' - - - -« - $1,000,000 General Manager. Asst. Gen'l Manager.
A H. IrELAND, M. Mornis,
. B —— Inspector. Asst. lmpeg(o:.
BRANCHES OF THE BANK IN CANADA; .
ONTARIO '
AYR. ;  DRESDEN. _ OITAWA. SIMCOE.
- BARRIE. ! DUNDAS. PARIS. STRATFORD.
X _BRLLEVILLE. i DUNNVILLE. PARKHILL. STRATHROY.
SERLIN. | GALT. PETERBORO. TORONTO (8 offces)
- "BLENHEIM. GODERICH. |, PORT PERRY." TORONTO JUNCTS
BRANTFORD. GUELPH. “]  ST.CATHARINES.. WALKERTON. .
" CAYDOA. i HAMILTON. SARNIA. ::';'éi““-'.—“- v
.;m-mm. l LOND®N. . SAULT STE. MARIE. wmmo“""m %
7 COLLINGWOOD. ORANGEVILLE. ¢ SEAFORTH. WOQDSTOCK .
QUEBEC ' ' > ' MANITOBA YUKON DISTRIOT
s MONTREAL. - -- WINNIPEG. DAWSON., :
- o BEITISH COLUMBIA E
AYLIN. CRANBROOK - FERNIE. GREENWOOD VANCOUVER. g
» .
N IN THE UNITED STATES:
NEW YORK. NEW ORLEANS.

SKAGWAY, ALASKA.
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No. 10

We shall issue a ProGRAMME oF MEMORY
VErses for 1900, to consist of complete pas-
sages—the great paseages of the Word—not
detached fragments,

It will be in neat formand at a chenp rate.
For price and further information see TrAcR-
xr8 MonTHLY for November.

Eight additional pages each month, with no
increase in price. Such is the arrnugement
in reference to the TeacHERs MonTHLY for
December and onward.

This will make the TracHERs MONTHLY 88
large a8 the best and one-fifth cheaper.

The increase in bulk involves, of course,
additional cost in publication. That increase
we confidently expect to meet by enlarged
Subecription lists from schools.

D
Our Illustrated Papers

The «demand from so' many quarters for
illustrated Sabbath School papers, Canadian
and Phesbytemm is now to be met.

We begin with the New Year (samples
ready after middle of October) two papers,
each to be issued every week :

Jewris; for the Little Onea.

The Cdromsa’s Racomn: for the other
. acholars,

Our jewels, the darling little ones, are very
precious to their homes, to the Church, and to
.God ; and it will be the J[Editor's care that
. what goes into the paper, whether picture or
story, shall be jewel-liko—bﬂ‘ht, pretty and
precious.

The CrrLoaxzx’s Rcoxp is & familiar name.
For ionrteen years it has been coming once
s month, & » welcome vigitor. After the first
of January it will come once s week. The
Record committee bave transferred it to our

r

’

care. It will be published by us and will
have a larger page and many illustrations,
The missionary feature will be preserved,
but we shall take a wider sweep. Nothing
that will serve to make the Sabbath a holier,
gladder day or to make it easier for the
children to live a healthier, happier and
more helpful life through the week, will be
overlooked. Our country, our homes, our
work and play, our Church, our Divine Lord
and Master, these are the bells on whnch
the changes will be rung.

Will ministers, superintendents and teach-
ers please give ustheir help in getting Jawzis
and the CERILDREN’S RRCORD into every school ?
We shall seek to have paper, ink, pictures
and reading matter of the best. Prices will
be seen on page 291 of this issue, and samples
will be gladly sent on application.

e
Btories Wanted

Cash prizes of Fivk DoLLars, THrEE DdL-
1Ar8 and Two DoLiars, respectively, are
offered for the First, Second and Third
best stories for the CHILDREN’S RECORD.
The stories must be suitable for boys and
girls of from eight or nine to fifteen years of

/

age, and must be such as will tend to uplift
the children,to mdke their childhood and
youth holier and therefore happier.

The stories must not contain more than
one thousand words, must be signod by a
peeudonym or motto—the suthor’s rel name
to be encloeed in a separate envelope—and
muft be in the hands of the Editor of the
Tzacaxzs MowrmLY not later than 10th
Novembher. The Editor will be at liberty to
publish any story sent in. The awards will
be published in the Teacuzrs MontHLY for
January, 1900, and the prises paid immedi-
stely thereafter. .
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' The Memorizing of Scripture.

~

[Octfobm:

The Memorising of Scripture
By A. W. Wright, Faqn B.4.

Mowt of the memorising dané in counes-
tion with our Sabbath Schools is fragment-
ary, Jiseonnected, and anything but thor-
ough. In an attempt at improvement in
this and other matters the Bible School of
. the Central Presbyterian church, Galt, of
which the Rev. Dr. Dickson is pastor, has
devised a aystem which works' admirably.
A description of it may prove suggestive to
other’schools.

Certificates suitable for framing have been
neatly printed. On these is & amall cut of
the church edifice and the following letter-
press:

Tax Cerxtral PREsBYTERIAN CHURCH, GALT.

“ Search the Seriptures.” ‘‘ Thy wond have

1 kid in my heart.”
Thl in to certify that is & mem-
Bihle 8chool of this church. Stand-

ngland honon asthey are attained will be
cated by seals attached.

————, Pastor. ———, Superintendent.
Certiﬂmten are net gmnted until at least
one seal has been earned by memorizing,
regular attendance, or otherwise. Fhese
seals are of twelvedifferent colors, as many
a8 could be obtained : White, pink, brown,
dark blue, maroon, light blus, vellow, light
green, dark green, light red, dark red, silver
ind gold. The first six are used to indicate
sanding in the Primary Department, Junior
Department, SBenior Department, and Home
Department, or as teachers and officers
. respectively. The last six are used to indi-
oate various kinds of merit. Gold seals are
given for honors, silver seals for profielency
in Bible knowledpe as decided by an exami-
nstion test. Yellow seals are given for
tegular attendancs to those misming only two,
thiree of four Sabbatha in the year; gold
seals to those mot miming~more than one
febbath. Gold seals arealso awarded to all
who memoviss either the Shorter Catechiam
or the Bermon on the Mount. 8ilver, light
green, dark green, light red and dark red
seals are swarded dor memorising any one of
‘hilf o dowen ‘passages namved under each
-sutd, of 'whith'the following in w lins: The
Tean Commandments ; Pualuin1;-19, 83,81,

(.

72,84, 90, 100, 103 ; Kecl. 1% Isiah 11, 35,
40, 53, 55, 61 ; The Beatitudes; The Lord's
‘Prayer; John 14: 15; Romans'®2®; 1 Cor.
18; Coli 8; Rev. 22; Paraphrese 8; Twelve
Grest Texts; the Books of the Biblis in order.

This list may easily be extended by put-
ting additional items under each seal, and
the colors that indicate standing may also be
utikized for this purpoee, which would give
everyone an opportunity to win seals of,ﬁll
colors.

The seals are about an inch in diameter.
They have no printed device, except that
what they are awarded for is concisely stated
on them, a rubber stamp with the smallest
moveable type being used to offéet this. For
facility in stamping, which requires a little
practice, the seals are not gummed ; they are
attached with mucilage or paste, and arrang-
ed on the certificate to sunit the fancy of the
recipient. To keep the certificates in good
order until they can be framed, a mailing
tube is given with each. N

Before seals are granted for memorizing
there are three tests,—by the parent or some
one else in the home ; by the teacher; and
by one of the gix superintendents. Par
ticulars of the recitations are noted in
prepared blanks, and these slips are handed
to the Seals Becretary, a very impertant offi- -
cer, who encloees the proper seals in small
envelopes, distributes them the next Sab-
bath, and keepa a record of the work. Neat-
ly printed slips, in the form of a book-mark,
contain all the particulars thought necessary
for the giiidance of scholars and others.

The followmg items of expense may be in-

g?samn
oe ,noﬂmhdfngm ...... $8 00
500 book- m&r ......................
,0(!) 12 colora assorted (Brown
oronto ................... 00
‘RubberStam 150
mwhn)‘ghbu, l}xl)inohu(Bmwn 5
D O
Quire seal mrtedeolom (will
ke 6, 000 peals).. ........ ‘48
Die orcutungnals,oflocdmanuheb .
ure, S6.0088 {.eeureeeniiacneosann. 150

Participation in shis plan is entirely vel-
untary. ‘The interestin it has besn hsn,

anAl prosises to be pernanest.
-Calt, Gub. -
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Order of Servive— Fourth Quarter
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Sabbath School Supplies

Presbyterian Church in Canada
ADDRENS
REV: R. DOUGLAS FRASFR, M.A.
ERATION Lire ButLpiNGg

: ~ ;+ - ToroNro

LESSON HELPS
Our Own Publications
Tux Traeurms MoNTHLY—with special
}’rixuary- ent-and Blackboard work ;

50c. yearly, b or more to one address, 40c.

Eight ad:i:pmal pages from December on~
ward ; 10 incréase IR price.

Tax Houz Bruooy Quarrmmiy—For Inter-
mediate and Senior Classes and the Houm
DErARTMENT ; 20c. yearly, 6 or more to one
add 10c. each.

Tuge.PriMARY QuanTErRLY—For, the Little
Ones, with a picture for each lesson; 20c.
yearly, 5 or more to one address, 1Qc. each,

Tne Home Stuny Lnn.n—Cormﬁondmg
to the Houx StTUnY QUARTERLY, with space

for written answers; 5c. yearly. Sent only
in fives or multi of five.
Tire PRIMARY' rLer—Corresponding to

the PRIMARY QUARTERLY, with & picture for

mchleqson;bc.ﬂyesrly} Sent only in flves
or multiples of five. .
Samples free on application

ILL PAPERS

Our Own Publieations. Ib begin Jan., 1900

JewgLs—For the Little Ones ; every week,
handsomely illustrated ; single e;&iec, 80c.
yearly, b or more to one addrese,

Tre CriLoren’s Recorn—Every week in-
gtead of monthly a8 now, and handsomely
illustrated ; 40c. yearly, 5 or more to one

haddress, 28e.

Samples free on application
CATECHISNS
* Our Own Editions
- SHortER CATECHBM, per doz., 20c.; 100, $1.25.
Suorter Carscniss with Proafs, per dos.,
35¢.; 100, $1.75.
OTHER 8. 8. SUPPLINS

Carsox’'s Primary CaTrchiss, per doszen,
480.; per hundred, %2.00. Colomxp Lxssox
Picrvex Rowis ; 76c. per quarter, $2.50 for
year, Corozep Lzssox Picrumx Camps; 2fc.
per quarter, 10c. for year. Sent only in lots
of 8, 10; 15, etc.;no fives broken. 8. 8. Crass

5c. each. 8. 8. SUPERINTENDENT'S
Recorp, 100. each. 8. 8 Snoawraxy’s Recorp,

25, and 30c. each ; and ANY orEERS. 8. Sup- |:

plies thas may be R
Nore.—1,

" ore.—1 Iﬂl,o::m mow:tdm
o order y aehmhm::rnﬂ!
PRI whla mae oo Lo
3. Pagment sheuld ascompaiy ofders in ¢very oase.

ORDER OF SERVIUE : Fourth, Quarter]
’ Opeéning
1. SiLENCE.
TL RESPONSIVE SENTENCRN.
* fuer. O give thanks unte the lLord, for

He is good.
Scroor. For His mercy endureth forever.

Surt.
80.

Let the redeemod of the Lord eay

Scrool.  Whom He hath redeemed from
the hand of the enemy.

I11. SiNaiNa.

IV. Praver; closing with the Lord's Pray-
er 1n conceert.
7 V. Reabin: or Lewox, in concert or in
alernate verwes.

VI. SINGING.

The Lesson

L Stupy aN Cramms, . -

11. BINGING.

II1. ReviEw rROM SUPERINTENDENT'S DESK ;
which may include Recitation in concert of
Catechism, Lesson Title, Golden Text, and
Heads of Lesson Plan. )

IV. ANNOUNCENENTR ; SECRETARY'S A;D
LaBRARIAN'S DISTRIBUTIONS.
Olosing
1. Sinanes.
II. REsPoNSIVE SENTENCES.
Sver.  Bless the Lord, O my soul.
Schoor. And forget not all His benefita.

Suer, Who redecmeth thy life from de-
Bt-)'uction.

Scroot. Who erowneth thee with loving-
kindness and tender mercies.

. Sver. Asthe heaven is high above the
earth.

Scroor. 8o ﬁm&t is His mercy toward
them thas fear Him,

Supr. Glory ye in His holy name.

- Scroot. Let the hearts of them rejoice
that seek the Lord. :

111. Cromina Hyux or Doxowoay.
IV. BENEDICTION OR Cwam Prayss.



202 ) Bible Dictionary \

[October-December

Bible Dictionnyl sfoo;‘-!'ourth Quarter,

A’-dar. The twelfth month in the later
Jewish calendar. :

A’-gag-ite. A term of reproach’ used to
da‘ime Haman. Ite origin is not known.

u-e¢’-rus. Opinion divided between
Camb sucoessor $0 C;rus, and Xerxes
( ), the King of Persia during the
the period of Esther.
-a’-va. A tributa
on which Ezra encam,
for Jerusalem, |

Am'’-mon-ites. Inhabitanta of the dis-
trict east of the Jordan between Arnon on
the south and Jabbok on the north ; the per-

ual enemies of Israel.

Ash’-dod-ites. Inhabitanta of Ashdod,
one of the aeven t Philistine strongholds.
After the restoration enemies of the Jews.

Ar-a’-bigns. The wandering inhabitants
of the great desert peninsula of Arabia.

Ohis’-leu. The ninth Hebrew month.

" Dw/-vid. Son of Jesse, and, after Saul,
called to be king of Israel.

El-i’-jah. ] test of the early pro-

hets, called out of Gilead to stem the rising

ide of heatheniam in Israel,

Esth’-er. Bee Mordecai. .

Ea’-ra. A prieet and scribe who led a
colony of exiles from Babylon to Jerusalem,
_instituted many reforms. He did much to
ocollect and arrange the sacred writings.

Gen’-tiles. Nations outside of Jadah,
strangers to the true religion..

Hach-a-li’-ah. The father of Nehemiah.

Ha’-man, S8on of Hammedatha; was
chief minister of Ahasuerus. Enemy of the
Jews, but defeated at court by the Jewish

veen Father, and hanged on the gallows he
prepared for Mordecai,

Ha-na’-ni: A brother or near kinsman

of Nehemiah, who brought him tidi to
Susa of the distressed condition of the Jews
Lnll’aleotme.' Later made a governor of Jeru-

em, .

. henuxz-&bl"-;h. With Shbfrerl:mh, one of
he twelve privsts set apart zra to carr
and care for the holy va-azbmukhtbnc{
from the captivity,

Ho’-reb. The mountain in the Sinaitic
peninsula of which Sinai was a chief summit.

Is’-ra-el. Name given to Jacob because
he prevailed in prayer; Iater given to his
descendants, the whole nation, and later still
to the kingdom of the Ten Tribes.

Ja’-00b. Son of Inaac and father of twelve
sons, who became the heads of the twelve
tribes. (See Israel.) :

Je-ru'sa-lem. The Holy City, capital of
all Israel, and after the_sbparation, of the

kingdom of Ju
© Joeah/-u-a.

of the Euphrates
when sefting out

his twelve eom‘ ions.

# Levites who assisted Esra in expounding the

’

| law to tho assembled people.

(See Israel.)

Ju/-dah. The fourth son of Jacob,
whoee name was given tp one of the tribes.
After the division of the ki m the name
was applied to the southekn division, which
inclu the tribes of Judah and in,
with a portion of 8imeon and Dan; Jerusa-
lem was ita ital.

Leo’-vites. nts of Levydi, the third
son of Jacob and Leah ; set ape for the ser-
vices of the sanctuary. They .assisted the

riests and conducted the service of praise.

Mat-tith-i‘ah, twelve others, who
stood to the righs and left of Ezra as he read
the law to the le.

Mi’-dian’ e Midianites who inhabited
northern Arabia. : ol

Mor’-de-cai. A aminite who in-
carred the displeasure of at the Per-
sian court. hrough Queen' Esther, who
was his own niece, and whom he had
brought up, he overthrew Haman’s plot

inst the Jews, and secured the punishment
of Haman. . He f)ea\metheprime minister to
the Persian king.

Mo-s’es. Born an Israelite, and saved as
a babe from the wrath of Pharaoh in ﬁn})‘t
Taken to the Court and taught in the
learning of the tians, ose rather to
?ypt and through the desert.

ount Nebo,

Ne-he-mi’-ah. The Governor of Judah
under*Artaxerxes at the time of the Restor-
ation. A man of great wealth, and

in.execution.

year. .

Per'-sia. The great eastern kingdom con-
quered by Cyrus and governed by Xerxes,
which overran all western Asia and long
held sway over Pulestine.

Ban-bal’-lat. Batrap of the king of Per
gia in Isrsel after the ration ; the great
opponent # the rebuilding of the Temple
and city.

nnzlhan. One of the three capitals of
Persia and winter residence of ite kings.

Tri-sha’-tha, The ian title for a
local or pro incial governor.

To-bi’-ah. An Ammonite who united
with Banballat to oppose the Jews in the
restoration of the city and 'l‘elee.

. A chiet city of the Pheenicians on
the Mediterranean, celebrated for its traffic,
m%s‘:{"y R.Oh"l‘ho first queen of Ahasuerus,
divorced for disobedience.

Zi’-on. Themountain red by David,
Later the name was & to the city of
Jerumlem and to the dwelling place of

Jehovah t?erem.

Jews. The descendants oi the Israelites.

be a Hebrew ; andin time led Israel out of .
Died on -

a stron
honest ruler ; prompt in resolution, mlsterfgi )
Ni’‘san. The firet month of the Jewish .



Tnternational Bidke Cessoms

Studies in the Old Testament

- LissoN CALENDAR: FousTa QUARTER.
1. October 1,.............Joyin God's Heuse. Psalm 122,

2. October 8.............. Haman’s Plot against the Jews. Fasther-3: 1-11.

3. October 15....... ......Eather Pleading for Her People. Esther 8: 8-8 and 15"%.
4. October 22............. Ezra's Journey to Jerusalem. Ezra 8: 21-32.

5. October 29 ..... .... ), ;.Psalms of Deliverance. Psalms 85 and 126,

6. November d
7. November 12
8. November 19

..Rebuilding the Walls of Jerusalem, Nehemiah3: 7-18.
Public Reading of the Scriptures. Nehemigh 8: 1-12.

9. November 28........... Woes of Intemperance, Proverbe 23 : 29-25,

10. December 3.... ..., -.Keeping the Sabbath. Nehemiah 13 : 15-22,

11. December 10.... ...... Lessons in Giving. Malachi 1: 6-11; 3: 812,

12. December 17.... ...... Fruits of Right and Wrong Doing. Malachi 3 : 13-4 6.

13. December 24 ... ......Christ’s Coming Foretold. Isaiah 9: 2-7.
14. December 31.... ......Review.

[ o]

Lpwsox 1. JOY IN GOD'S HOUSE October 1, 1809
Psalm 12. Commit to memory vs. 6-9. Resd Pgalm ¥4 .
1 1 was glad when they said unto me, Let usgot 5 For there are set thrones $of judgment, the thrones

into the house of tie Lok, of the house of Da'vid.

' . e wn- | 6 Pray for the peace of Jerwsalem : they shall
]t.;:‘f)ur feet 3 shall stand within th){ gates, O Jeru'sa ‘»’}“h“ love thee. y shall pros-

3 Jeru'salem # Is builded as a city that s compact h m;e within thy walls, and prosperity within

thy :
together : 8 l;:r my brethren and companions' sakes, I wil
4 Whither the trlbesE» up4, the tribesof the Lorn S, | now say, be within thee.pn ee, 4 will
* unto the testimony of 18'mael, W give thanks unto the | 9 YBecause of the house of the Lorp our God 1 will
name of the LORD. seek thy good. .

Revised Varsion—! Unto. 1 Are standing ; 3 Mn builded ; ¢« Even the tribes; s For a testimony
unto Israel ; 8 For; 7 For the mdke of. / .

GOLDEN TEXT TIME Lm PLAX
I was giad when they said unto The Psalms belong, most likely I. On the Way, 1,

me, Lot us mnw the house of the ‘| to David’s or SBolomon’s time.
Lord.” Pp. Y . #nd already glad in the -
PLACE i { pros
pect of being in God's House,
DAILY READINGS - One of » serfes—'‘ The SonKs of

*—sung by the peoplé on | II In the City, 9-5. -
M.—Pralm 122 Joy in God's thar way tothe H{)ly Feasta. R

House. The city of Jerusalem, * the Jo!
T.—2 (‘.hm. 29 : 2531, Songs of | CATECHISM R of the whhole l?nt‘;l;e;s?;f“( i’n
. TIes. . 78. Which s hth oom- | strong, where the srael
W .—Pei‘m 84.—Longed for. m,?,,dw ? M‘\ clg meet, where’ God {8 praised, and
Th.—Pxalm 92. A good thing. A. The eighth mmandmem. is, | Where David's line rules in justice.
¥.—Iea. 2; 1-5. Come ye! Thousshalt not steal. IM. A Prayer for Peace, 6-0

S.—Luke 4 ; 14-2. Christs ex- | yysumow HYMNS
am_rle. . For the peace of the Holy City,
8.—Rev. 7:917. Heavenly wor- 3ml}ook of Praise—57 (Pe.), 7, 387, | thather people may pros and

ship. . . God's House may abide.
2,
‘ /@» G M Lo, " commmoromarmxs

The one hodlllred and tw 1ty second pealm is 0ae of & group of fifteen (Ps. 120-134),
each of which bears the title,f* A Song of Degrees,” or ‘‘ Goings Up.”’ Some of them are
hymns that were sung by thg pilgrims going up to the great feasts at Jerusalem. Hence .
the title. Others seem to rgfer to the return of the exiles. This pealm is distinctly a pil-
grim pealm. But the joy ¢ff the pilgrims may well expressthe joy of the returning exiles ;
and thus the psalm fitting]y introduces the lessons of the qyarter.

EXPOSITION

4 l ages from all parte of the country to the great

I. On the Way, 1.

V. 1. JTwas glad whep they said unio me. | feasts held at Jerumalem three timnes a year.
The Joews were wc\g ed to make pilgrim- | To cheer the loneliness of the way they used

P
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to sing together their famitinr sacrod songs,
This pealm, doubtless much nsed on such
occanions, recalls in the opening verse ti
joy of the pilgrims as they started out upon
the march. Let us go into the house of the
Lord; the Temple of God, the centre of
religious worship aad the glory of the nation,
because God manifested Himself in it (1
Kings, 8:10, 11).

II. In the City, 2-5.

. V.20 Our feet are manding. (Rev. Ver.) The

long journey is at an end; and there is a
fecling of intense satisfaction ¢‘ as the pilgrim
finds the feet which have traversed many a
mile planted at last within the city.’s He is
glad as he mingles with the worshippgrs,
takes part in the solemn services, and shares
in the religious privileges of Zion.

V. 3. Jerusalem. The pralmigt now de-
scribes the city that had so gladdencd the
hearts of thg pilgrims. .1z a city that is com-
pact together. lts walls were strongly bhilt
for defence ; and the housee were not scat-
tered_gs were the houses of country villages
bus crowded on the nmarrow rocky site of
thecity. If the pealm, as some think, be-
longs to the period of the return from the
exile, the pealmist may here refer to the
building of the city and its wall upon the
ruins of many years.

V. 4. Whither the tribes go up. It was di-
vinely appointed that thetwels e tribes should
worship at Jerumalem (Fx. 23:17). But this
unity of worship was destroyed by thie revolt
of the ten tribes and the sulwequent action
of Jerebvam (I° Kings 12:26-24).  If the
tribes were still one kingdom when the paalin
was written, It would show that it is of an
early date, probably composed by David or

;}b nation by, those going up

w worzhl e fhanks unto the name of

Thanksgx ing is an element of all

true worshlp (Phil/4 :6). The devout Jew

was conscious of his guilt and unworthiness,

but was also conscions that all the favors he

enjoyed politically and religiously were from
God ; and for these he gave thanks.

Y. 5. For there; in Jerusalem. Thrones of
Judgment; for the administration of justice..
Jernsalem was the centre of the civil as well
as the religious life of the nation. There, in
the days of the monarchy, all controversics
wuare settled by the king (1 Kings7: 7). In
accordange with the view atated in v. 4, Dr.
McLaren trunslates the verb by a past tense,
making the sense ‘“there thrones of judg-
ent set ”’ in the good days gone by.

oI A or for Peace, 6-9.

N. 6. Lray jpr the peace of Jerusateny, _The
word “ peace ]’ is used in a broad sense as
implying all the blessings of life. There isa
fine play on the word. The pealmist calls
upon the pilgrims to pray for the peace of
the * City of Peace’” which is the meaning of
the word Jerusalenw.. The Pealmist’s beautiful
prayer is a prayer that the hope that moved
in the hearts that had so long ago, and in the
nidst of wars, given 8o fair a designation to
thelr abede, may be fulfilled now at last.
They shall prosper that lowé thes.  To love Jer-
usslem waa to Jove all that Jerusalemn stood
for, the name, the house, the worship and
the rule of God.  And to love God was, and
is, to realize the highest good in life (Ps. 1:
2, 8; Matt. 6: 35).

V. 7. Peace be within thy walla; upon all
those who loved Jerusalem shared.in her
privileges.  Prosperity  within
within the homes of the peo

by Solamon. Hghrow tenecs are indwtinite, | which were doubtiess spiendid A appear-
und Dr. Adcxander McLaren here tramslates | ance, for the nohles were rich.

V.8 Ibrmybrdhmauiamw”ba

* Whither went up the tribes,’’ representing |
the paalmint (perhape as the time of the re- | The pealmist was notactuated by svifish mo-
tura of the exiles) as Jooking back upon the [tives. He had at hears the interest of his
vanished glory of the pust.  For & testimony | brethren, who shared in 8 conunon faith and
unio Jer.acl ; which may inean alaw enjoined | worship. i
upon Irrmel ; that is, they were acting in, V. 9. Blecause of the house of the Lord our
accordance with divine command (Ex. Z3:, God, * The glory of the city was the Temple,
17). Or it may mean the testimony to God{ and the glory of the Temnple was God. That

3
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house hallowed every stone in the eity. To
wish for the prosperity of Jersalem, forget-
ting that the Temple was in it, would have
been mere earthly patriotism.”  ( MeLaren.)
The pealmist is thus actuated by a two-fold

motive.  On the one hiand he is interested in
the welfare of hia brethren ; on the other
hand he is moved by the deepest reverence
for the things of God. His was a lofty pat-
riotism, a Im'iy altrmisn, a pure religion.

ILLUSTRATION AND APPLICATION BJ‘?C;)/"‘WJ

T was glad when they said wnto me, Let uz go
into the house of the Tord, v. 1. We can but
faintly imagine the thoughts and feelings of
a Hebrew, as the time approached for
him to go up to Jerusalem. The privilege of-
belonging to the people of God, the security
of himself ahd of his family, during his
abseence, under the promised’ care of God
(Gen. 35: 5; Ex. 34: 24), the pleasures of
pure and ennobling fellowship, the prospect
of beholding the city and the Temple sacred
in the eyes, and dear to the heart, of every
true Israelite becanse of the appointment
and presence of God there, and the celebra.
tion of His worship, would fill his heart with
unspeakable joy. The little bove of the
home would talk of it, eagerly enquire when
they could accompany their father, —at
twelve years of age every boy was taken up
to the Feasts,—desire him to bring thern some
memento from Jerusalem, and ask 8 hundred
(juestions about the journey. Neighbors
would say one to another, “Let us go up,
let us go together, on such a day, in such a
company,” each one inspiring the other.

Our sanetoary, with its worship
Lord’s day, and more especially ony-
munion seasons, three or four times a yea),
when all members are expected to appear
before the Lord, are our holy place and tem-
ple. How giad all true Christians are when
the Sabbath comes round, and the ocom-
munion season. Their thoughts, their acts,
their words unite in saying, ‘“Let ws go
into the house dof the Lord.”” °

Our feet shall stand, v. 2. Rather, “our
feet stand.” The pilgrim worshippers are
now in procession, marching through the
streets of Jerusalem toward the Temple.
As they go they sing, ‘‘ Our feet stand within
thy gateg, O Jerusalem !’ National songs,
sung by a large oconcourse of peopls, thrill
the heart of the patriot. What must have

the

|

been the inspiration of such a moment to
every true Israclite ! God's people sing the
same psalm in the sanctuary still. Their
hearts are stirred by the same holy senti-
ments and are sanctified by the favor of the
same Holy One of Israel.

Jerusalem ix builded, v. 3. The Holy City,
built more than two thousand feet above
sea level, inaccessible on every side but the
north, surrounded by massive walls of stone,
supported by many towers, represented an
itB-zd of strength and glory, justifying the
exdTlaf® note of Ps. 48: 2, “ Beautiful for
situation, the joy of the whole earth, is
Mount Zion, on the side of the north, the
city of the great King.” (Seealso vs. 12, 13.)
Every Jew was proud of Jerusalem. And
when to this is added the thought of the
sanctuary within the citv, and the chosen
people, we can easily see how Jerusalem was
more to the Jew than any city of the world
has ever been to any other people.

We can have no such feeling for any city ;
but surely we should have as stout a loyalty
for the church of our fathers, with her hal-
lowed associations and her glorious history
~—for marvellously has she been owned and
bleased of God—as the Jew had for his
sacred city and shrine. o

Other things being equal, a strong church-
man will be a strong Christian, but he who
has no attachment for any church, who says
one clurch is as good as &nother, will be
found to have but a weak hold, if any, upon
Christ.  While we rejoice in the prosperity
of all branches of Christ’'s church, and
honor them for all good work dane for the
Master, too much importance cannot be
given to making our children acquainted
with the history of their own charch, ite
distinctive principles, its ancient origin,‘ita
heroic memories. No worthy son is ever
ashamed of hia mother, nor is any well-

~
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instructed Presbyterian child likely ever to
forsake his church.

Whither the tribes go up, v. 4. How happy
the time in Isracl’s history, when every man
was found, three times a year, at Jerusalem
according to God’s command, o gire thanks
unio the name of the Lord ; when the hills and
dales of the Holy Land echoed the holy songs
of the pilgrim bands ascending to the Holy
City: That was the best pdtiod of their
national history, Israel was strongest and
most formidable to its heathen enemies, be-
cause the p%x:e obeyed and served God.
8o when indlviduals and families go up
regularly to the sanctuary to worship and
honor God, parents and children together,
He honors (1 Sam. 2: 30) and blesses them.
All moral and spiritual strength lie along
this line. Worship fortifies for duty. Oh
that parents were only convinced of this!
Every Christian worker should press for and
practise the utmost regularity in publiz wor-
ship. It should be established as a habit in
every young life (Pe. 84:1, 2, 4, 10,11 ;
Heb. 10 : 25).

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem, v. 6. A
great privilege, and the bounden duty of
every son of Israel. Says Dr. Henry Van-
Dyke, in * The Story of the Psalms’’ ; *“ The
striking feature of modern history i€ the
rapid growth of great cities. The city gets the
best and the worst of mankind. We who
live in the city are living ontheedgeofa
volcano. There are forces of evil beneath us
strong enough to shatter our civilizationinto
fragmenta. But, at the samé& time, there are
other forces which restrain and prevent the
calamity. And I do not hesitate to affirm
that the strongest of these is the grace of
God and the power of religion. They give
dignity to law, and sanctity to government,

_and value to human life. If they were taken

1

awny, chaos would come. The fear of God
is the bulwark of society. And sp the Jew
praycd that Jerusalem might be holy, and,
because holy, strong.’

In like manner does the Christian pray

greatest good. to the Christian. Not one
church member’ in ten fulfils this so plain
duty ; for are they not exhorted to pray one
for the other (Eph. 6 : 18) ; to pray for their
pastors (v. 19); for Christ their Lord and
thewpread of His kingdom (Ps. 72 : 15) ; and
for laborers for His harvest (Matt. 9:37, 38)?
Christ pressed this duty upon His diseiples.
Let us encourage one another in it.

For peace amongst the nations, too, we
must ever pray. Peace Conferences, even if
ruade up of the delegates of tIe most power-
ful nations, and these delegates of one mind,
can be effective only as the spirit of Christ
prevails agsongst the peoples. It seems slow
in coming, but it i8 on the way,; the
poet’s vigion will Vet be realized . —

*Down the dark future, through long gen-
erations

The echoing sounds grow fainter and then
. cease,
And likea bell with solemn, gweet vibrations
1 once more hear the voice of Christ say,—
‘ Peace !

Peace ! and no Jonger from its brazen portals
The blast opwar's great organ shakes the
skies |
But beautiful as songs of the immortals
The holy melodies of peace arise.’’

For my brehren and companions’ sakes, v.
8. The pealmist on behalf of his brethren
and friends, desired the peace of Jeruslem.
Being God's people, the Jews were bound
together and united in one common desire
for the welfsre of the Holy City. Whata
sacred bond | All believers are one in Christ,
and fellow-heirs of the same glorious prom-
ises. We should therefore desire, on ayr
own behalf and on behalf of our fellow be-
lievers, the church’s prosperity ; for it is
necessary to spiritual growth and usefulness.
And, as the more the church prospers, the
more i8 God honored;the pealmist desires

1its proeperity for God’s sake, too. We be-

also for the peace of the church. Itaspiritual | lieve in Christ’schurch ; we love it.  Let us
prosperity, ita effective service, means the | earnestly pray for ite prosperity.
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After a Sabbath’s pause for Review we
take up agajn the thrilling penod of the Res-
toration.

Show how the Pralms—Tlike the félklore of
any country, or the great national odese—
were not made to order, but-gprang out of
the life of the people, God’s own people.
(Take as samples Pealms 23, 51, 100, 133,
150.)

This Pealm, closely connected with the an-
nual pllgnmageo Je emward, was enn-
nently a pealm for the march of the captives
home from Babylon and theix first ‘days in
the Holy City. It has never worn out, will
never wear out; for it puts into triumphant
strains the emotions of true and loyal wor-
shippers of t.he living, loving God.

Try such & line of treatment as this. It i
one of several that readily suggest them-
selves,

GLAD—

1. J—(v. 1).an Israelite, a citizen of God's
kingdom, a child of God's houaeho\d an
hieir of God's promises.

2 And my fellow-Israeliter, *‘Let us go’

v, 1)—The joy of brotherhood, of the ocom-
munion of sainta,

8. Glad—on the way w God's House (v. 1).

The very thought of going thitherward thrills
and rejoices.

4. Glad—in the Holy City (v. 2). Oh, the
memories of it, the privileges of it, the
glory of it !

5. Glad——jor s compactness (v. The
magmmde and stablhw of God’s kmgdom,
is & source of rejoicing,

6. Glad—for its stirring life; the meeting-
plase of the tribes (v. 4), and where the
tribes met with God.

7. Glad—in its oppdrtunity for worship and
thanksgiving and testimony to the grace of Je-
hovah (v. 5}

8. Glad—for the rightrousness of s rude (v,
5). : ’

9. Glad—in the privilege of praying for Jer-
usalem’s prosperity (v. 6). '

10. Glad—in the eyjoyment of e blessings;
which are all sumumed up in the one heaven-
ly word, ‘‘ peace '’ (vs. 6, 7).

11. Glad—in the good estate of hix_compan-
ions and brethren (v. 8).

12. Glad—decause God’s Temple 1« there and
Glod within ¢ (v. 9).

And BECAUSE GLAD, set upon seeking

lthe good of the Holy City.

TOPIOS FOR BRIEY PAPERS
(T be assigned the Sabbath previous. Only one topic fhould be given to each "Ch°"“

Sometimes all may be asked to write on the same topic.

class.)

1. The Temple at Jerusalem.

2. Joy in the Lord's worship and work.

3. *“They shall proeper that love thee ' (v. 6).
BLACKBOARD REVIEW

The papers to be read out in the

BE GLAD

IN THE LORD’S HOUSE
IN THE LORD’S PEOPLE
!N THE LORD'S WORK

——
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Haman's Riot Againet the Joirs
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Lxssox 1.~

1 After these thi 414 king Ahasue'rus promots
Ha man the son dﬂllmm«ln’thl the A gagite, and
advanced him, and set his seat abOve all the pringes
that were with him.

2 And ali the king’s servants, that weve in the king's

1 bowed, and reverenced Ha'man : for the
lo commudcd concerning him, But Mor

dld him reverence.
s 1‘hen the king's servants which were In the king's
iua. mid usto Mor deoai, Why transgremest thou the
ing's commandment ?

4 Now it came to pass, when they spake daily unto
him, aud he hearkened not unto thewn, thas they told
Ha’man. to see whether Mor decal’s matters would
stand : for he had to0ld them that be wasa Jew.

5 And when Ha'man saw that Mordecal 3 bowed
not, nor did him reverence, then was Ha'man full of

wrath.

6 And he thought scorn to lay hsndsnn Mor decat
alone; for bad shewed him the people of Mor -
decal: wherefore Hgman sought to dutm} all the
Jews that were throughout the whole kingdom of

HAMAN’'S PLOT Aﬂm THE JEWS
Enther 3: 1-11. Oounhtomemavmu neadch-p.m

October 8, 1899.

'l In th"'ﬁm m"m'i t t a the month NI’

the twelfth year of ki Ahuue'rus, they casf

that ia, the Ha'man from day to da; nui
from month to mont.h, to the twelfth month, Lu
the month A’dar.

8 And Ha’'man said unto
ple tspersed
amoug pwvinmo ol thy king-
dom; and their laws are dlverse from ¢ all ple;
mlmer‘heep they the king's laws feo
for the king's profit to suffer them, .
PR n rlease the king, let it be wﬂwen that they s

will ten thousand talent
of {lrer s to dv\e hands of tho: that have-the charm‘.i

of the 1 busingss, h'l #tinto the treasuries,
10 Ang the Ung ring from his hand, and
nve it unto Hnmn the son of ‘'tha the

5 e

given 01

he klng mld’tmto ‘Ha'man, The silver is
the people also,
secueth

to do with them st
to thee.

i

ersion —! Bowed down and Ak reverence to; 2 Bowed Dot down; 3 Feopdes, ¢ From those

Revised V.
of every people ; 8 Omu ma) ; ¢ Into .

GOLDEN TEXT ~ TIM®R
"l!Oodbofw\u 'hoetnbo B.C. 473,

against us?~ Rom. 8: the re

nmrmnnton (“"

Mh—Esther 2: 1523, Ruther made

queen.
T.~Esther 8: 1-11.
inst the Jews,

Haman's plot | PLACE

T Kimy's business

The thirteenth year of
n of Xerxes (Abasuerus).
ates ree cha, 1 o 2:

:7:12) Some B0-vears after the
ﬂmt return from up\.nlt)

LESSON PLAN

1. A Misplaced Honor, 1, 3 &
Haman given first piace by !heb
kiung.
II. A Sturdy Refusal, 8 (bi-4.
Mordecal the Jew will do him
4 DO reverence,

16,

AR Bhushah (Susa ). the winter capi- ITL A Bloody 5.6
— .1 3 4 Raesolve, 5,
w b‘?ge}t,gldlex“h‘, 8 Thede | tal of the Pemsu Einpire. On Haman's part—that ail the
'!'h.—-hg‘nr 4: 417, Borrow in QATIGE;“ Je“ﬁmm
© palace. S .74. Whnt ix required in (M IV. A Wickaed Decres, 7-11.
~Wl’ $1L Pride discom- dﬁ“ commandinent 1 By the_king—that it should be
A. The eighth commandment | even as Haman desired.
M«r 7. The enemy pun- uquinththeh.wfulllmxunngsnd
shed. furthering the wealth and out- | LESSON EYMNS
&—Pm\ 16: 519, Dunger of | ward estate of ‘Gunelves and Book of Praive—34 (Ps.), 265, 589,
pride, others, 133, 263.
> OONXECTIMG LINKS

. This lesson records an incident in Jewish history that occurred at the Persian court of
Shushan about sixty years after the return of the exiles under Zerubbabel. Mordecai, a

Jgw, whase niece Esther had been made queen (2

; 7-17) and who held some office in the

palace, aroused the anger of the king’s favorite minister by refusing to prostrate him-
self before him.  The latter sought revenge by an attempt to destroy all the AJews in the

empire.

EXPOSITION

I. A Misplaced Honor, 1, 8 (a).

After these things ; the events recorded
in the preceding chapter, - Haman....the
Agngite.  Nothing further is known of him.
Geikie thinks that the term Agugite implies
that he wa: of the roval race of the Amale-
kites, whoee king Agag is spoken of inl

*Sam. 15: & He would thus belong to a race
whoee enmity tothe Jews was extremely bit-
ter. But Prof. Sayce says the term has
nothing to do with Agag, King of Amalek.
Set his seat above all the princes. He was made

"the grand vizier or prime minister of the

empire. All the other officers were under
his direction.

V.2 il the king's servants....in the ding's
gate. The entrance to Eastern palaces is by
a spacious gateway. Inan open space-before
this gateway the officers of the court avzited
for the king's commands. Except the seven
princes, who ‘“gaw the king's face ™ (1: 14),
no cne could approach the king without be-
ing introduced by an usher. Mordecai hell,
as an Sfficer of the palace;-ageat in the gate.

N\

1



1@]

Haman's Plot Agevinat the Teros

29

Bowed down and did reverence to Haman (Rev.
Ver.); as he went in and out of the ‘palace
gate. The word translated ‘reverence’”
means to prostrate oneself before another'in
order to do him honor.

II. A Sturdy Refusal, 3 (b)-4. )

V. 2. But Mordecai bowed not. This act of
prostration was evidently more than a
respectful salutation.  The Persian kings
claimed divine honors, and Haman, ag the
representative of the king, ev 1dently expuct-
ed the same. But Mordecai, trué”to his

religion, would bow to nong but God.  ;

V. 8. Thenthe king's serrants,  Kee notes on
v. 2. Why transgresacg thouf They could
not appreciate his religious motives. They
acted from prudence, nct from principle ;

“though they may have been influenced by
the tradition that divine honors should be
paid to the king, and, therefore, to the
king’s representative.

V. 4. They spake daily unto kim; about his
refusal to obey the king’s command to pros-
trate himself before Haman (v. 2) ey
were anxious that he should come to no
trouble through his non-refusal. He heark-
ened not.  He could not be perruaded to do
that which his_conscience condemned. To
see whether - Mordecai’s matters would stand;
whether his excuse would be considered
valid. He had told them that he was a Jew ; 80
that they might understand his motive for
not paying religious homage to man.

III. A Bloody Resolve, 5, 6.

V. 5. Then was Haman full of wrath, His
proud and vain nature would not allow him
to pass by the supposed offence in any case ;
but that the offender should be a foreigner
and a Jew—one of the captive nation—made
him furious with rage.

V. 8. Thought scorn to lay hands on Mordecat
alone, The rage of the man defeated itself.
If he had gone to the king and lodged a com-
plaint against a servant who had disobeyed
the “royal command, the king would have
doubtless gi%n orders for his execution,
which would have been immediately accom-
plithed. But his revenge was not satisfled
with erushing Mordecai. ‘‘At one sweep he
would avenge his own personal grudge, and,

14

crash the hereditary feud of hia race in the
blood of thé whole brood of the hated race
of the Jews.” (Geiktr) Such general mas-
arcres were /not unknown in the Fast and
they nmﬂ%alleled in our own day by the
Armenian atrocities. Had showed him the
people of Mordecai; that they were Jews.

IV. A Wicked Decres, 7-11.
7. In the first month ; of the Jewish civil

V.
year. Themonth Nisang wering to & part
ofbur MmM Pur, They
cast lots, o some sort of, divination.

Purim was the name of the feast which com-
memorated the deliverance of the Jews : 8o
named from this word. From day to day and
from mouth to month.  This does not mean
that they cast lots daily up to the twelith
month ; but they cast lote to ascertain the
most favorable date for the execution of the
plot, trying each day until they came to the
Jucky one. The lot fult on the)13th day of
the 12th month (v. 13). The 9131 day was
eleven months away.

V. 8. And Haman said unto king

Ahasuerus, He craftily represents them as
clingingto their own custoros and habits,
while paying no attention to the king’s laws,
and as being, therefore, dangerous to the
ighest interesta of his kingdom.
V. 9. Lait bearritten. The king’s decree
was necessary 1o «the execution of the mur-
derous plot. I will pay ten thousand talents-of
silver ; from ten totwenty millions of dollars.
He m‘gt bave had an immense private for
tune. But there are not wanting instances
of men in the East who were fabulously
wealthy. Perhaps, ns Ellicott thinks, Ha-
man may have hoped to dmaw the money
from the spoils of the Jews. His offerto the
king wagan appeal to his avarice to secure
his consent to the infamous plot. .

V. 10. The king took his ring from his hand.
The ringcontained the peal with which Ha-
man was to seal the decree, and thus give it
royal sanction.

V. 11. The silver is given o thee. The king
refuses the money offered by Hmman, Or
perhaps the words refer to the gpoils of the
Jews. He might take all he could from

them. It would pay both him xnd theking.
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The peoplealso. Thus the Jowish people with
their property were handed over in the most

oold-blooded way to the horror of massacre
and of pillage. ./

ILLUSTRATfON AND munlgi ieu) A f m

After these things did King Ahasuerus pro-
mote Haman, v. 1. Noreagon is put forward
in support of Haman’s promotion. He be-
came prime minister of Persia, not by meri
but appaerently by favor. He may hav
bought the place. At any rate he was an
expert in bribery (v. 9). Such men always
carry & blight with them. The office is
greater than the man and when the man
seeks the office, not the office the man, there
is danger to the State. .

Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence,
v. 2. The officials of the court hasten to
pay their regards to the new dignitary,>and
show Ham.in the customary respect which his
rank demanded. But Mordecai bowed not
down. Why not? Likely, because to do
reverence to Haman would count as rever-
3:1\00 done to Haman's God, and this na power

earth could wring from Mordecai. Per-
hape, too, it was because he saw in Haman,
the Agagite, an enemy of his.people. _ Therc
was no safety to Israel when a son of Amalek
wag prime minister. Either Mordecai or
Haman must be a vanishing quantity. “We
bhave to fight it out: and the sooner the
better,” said Mordecai,

80 now, -between sin and holineas, between
truth and falsehood, there can be no truce,
The sooner we make a definite stand, the bet-
ter for us. We cannot ultimately shirk the
oontest, we can only postpone it; and the
longer we hold back, so much the stronger
grows the foe.

Our Sunday-8chool boys should remember
Mordecai, and make & firm stand. There isa
temptation to go with the crowd. Far bet-
ter be alone in one’sintegrity like Mordecai,
than going with & multitade to do evil. ‘The
boy who bows not down but stems the tide
that would carry him off, is the one most

respected in the end.
He told them that he was a Jew, v. 4. Mor-
decai declined to be interviewed and showed

an admirable "reticence. But he plainly
stated the great fuct that he belonged to the
despised and hated ration. “Iama Jew,”
he said proudly, ‘‘and not all Haman’s rage

move me.”” We never think less, but
always more of the man who is not ashamed
of his religion. The man who denies his
God or his creed ranks with the one who
denies his name and thinks scorn of the
mother that bore him. Little Paul secms to
expand before our very eyes, 8 he exclaims
“I am not ashamed of the Gospel of
Christ.”

Then was Haman full of wrath. . . . whercfore .
Haman sought to destroy all the Jews, vs. 5, 6.
Haman’s wrath is, in the first place, contempt-
ible ; the cause of it was so petty. Butit is
also tragic ; for it rushed him into a plot of
wholesale murder. We learn how silly it is
to nurse our pride, or to fly into a passion.
We learn too how merciless are the dogs of

rath when onoe let loose, They turn upon

w
bim who should have held ¢hem in check.

How often do we see wickedness overreach-
ing itaelf, the plotter caught in the whirl of
his own malice.

The king took his ring ... and gave it unto
Haman, v. 10. The sheen of the silver had
blinded him to all sense of justice or human-
ity. Haman paid well and therefore he
must have what he wants, even if it be blood.
Bribery is perhape the sorest spot in our
body pelitic. No man of honor will touch
a bribe. It is something to be profoundly
grateful for that so many of our men in high-
est positions have been proof against the
glitter of gold. The two 8ir John’s who
have passed away were comparatively poor
men.  8ir Oliver and 8ir Wilfrid whio are
still here are in the same list. If ever it
should come to be the rule that our voters,
and especially the leaders in public affairs,
should be for sale, then farewell to n%:::
honor and national prosperity! May
forefend ! :
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TEACHKING HINTS -

Have the class notice these things in re-
gard to the Book of Esther.

(a) It gives a vivid picture of life in an
Eastern court,—king, queens, courtiers,ban-
quets, the gallows, favorites clad in gorgeous
array,—all are pketched in strong colors.

(b) Itaffords a glimpee of the méthods of
rule, and the ways of communication-between
different parts of the empire—the sudden
advancement and as sudden fall of Haman ;
the influence of Mordecai and Esther in the
court ; the decree signed with the Xking's
signet ; the swift ‘“posts” on mule and
camel-back carrying the decree to the distant
provinces. ’

(¢) There is no mention of the name of
God, and yet it isall a most striking illus-
tration of God's care of His people.

There are two lessons from thig charming
old book. That of to-day describes

Trr HATCHING OF A DastarpLY PLor

We have .

1. The Chief Plotter, Haman, contemptu-
ously styled ‘‘the Agagite,” suddenly advanc-
ed to honor, a veritable ‘ beggar on horse,
back.”  The teacher will do well to make
Haman, the prince, quite real. To this end,
study cloeely va. 1, 2; also, for the setting of
the picture, ch. 1: 1-7,

2. The Stout-hearted Non-conformist. No'!

Mordecai would do no reverence, when doing
reverence fneant compromising _his religion
(vs. 2-4). feared God, and because he
feared God, he feared none else: '

8. The Plotter and his Vietims. An angry
man, was Haman, because his race prejudice
and his prnide were touched.  This beggarly
foreigner, who was he,that he should not do
reverence to Haman? Haman was ‘ full of
wrath”’ (V. 5) ; so full, that he will crush
'every Jew, a8 well as the wretched Mordecai _
himself (v. 6).

Very superstitions,—the heathen are all
and always superstitions, because they live
in the dark and not in the light—Haman casts
lots for the right day for the slaughter (v. 7).

Then he victimizes the king. The argu-
ments of vs. 8, 9 are worthy of a Machiavelli
or of 8 Mephistopheles, for that matter,—
an appeal to the race prejudice ; an accusa-
tion against the Jews of disloyalty ; and then
the bribe direct.

It ig pitiful to see how the king’s kingli-
ness dissolves under Haman’s necromancy.
The father of all his people, as a king should
be, yields up his children to be destroyed.

Wrong is apparently triumphant; as 8o
often befals.

_But 8TANDETH GOD WITHIN THE SHADOW ;
as the next lesson will reveal.

. TOPICS FOR BRIXF PAPERS
(To be assigned the Sabbath previqus. Only one topic should be given to each dcholar.

Sometimes all may be asked to write on the

the class).
1. How Esther became Queen.

topic. The papers to be read out in

2. Revenge, ita terrible nature—as illostrated [in Haman.

3. Bribery, its’ odiousness, its peril to the
ALACKBOARD

God'’s People in Peri

-

A WRATHFUL PRINCE
AN 'ALL-POWERFUL MONARCH
A BLOODY

But God Guards His Own

DECREE *-
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8 Ahd Ea'ther spake yet again before the king, And
fell down .t his feet, and besought him with tears to
Ku e mischiel of Ha'man the A'gagite, and
is devim thlt he had de\'i.ed nst the Jews.
4 Then t.he k\ hold out the golden sceptre 1 toward
ther, stood before the king,
s And sid, Tt 16 Ploase the king, and 1f 1 have found
tavour in his liqht. aud the thing seem right before the
king, md 1 be pleasing in his e)uﬁlet it be written to
reverse m devised by Hwman the son of
ths the A’ te, which he wrote mdesn'oy
the Jews which are in all the king's provinces
¢ For how can 1 endure 0 see the evil that shall
coma unto my people? or how can I endure to see
the otion of my kindred
7 Then the king Ahashue’ rus sald unto Es'ther the
geen and to Mordeca'i the Jew, Behold, I have given
ther the house of Ha'mau and him they

peo| I
GOLDEN TEXT TIME
Wg’“’“”‘;‘. i Same year 8s last lesson,
briag it to pass.” t 8. uhly May or June, 473,
DALY READINGS PLACE
h( -Elther 8 1-& }I’Eu'mf;‘.mr The King's palace at Shushan.
—Mu 9 zMB Dellvennce CATECHISM
mmemora
Th. -mlm S1: 14-2¢, Joy in de- | Q. 75.
Hverance. eiyhth commandmend #
F.—Zeph. 3 : 142. Promise of "

ESTHER PLE.ADD(G FOR HER PEOPLE
Esther 8 : 3-8, 15-17. Comminomemory vs. 15-17.

(October 15

October 15, 1899
Read chape. 8-10 4

‘A
hanged ugnn the gallows, because he laid his hand
upon the

8 Write eulaol!otthekwu. a8 it liketh you, in
the king's nsme and seal # with the king's ring : for
the writing which-is written in the king’s name, and
sealed with the king's ring, may no man reverse.

156 And Mor'decai went®out from the presence of
the kiug iu royal ap; {nm} of blue and white, and with
a great crown of g and with a ¢ gsrlnent of fine,
)lnon and e: m the city of 8hu'shan s rejoiced

1§ Thesews had ljght, and gladness, and’ joy, and
honour.

17 And {n every province, and in everr;clty .whither
soever the king's gommandment and his decree came,
the Jews had joy pnd gladuess, a feast and a good
day, and many ¢ &f the ple of the land became

What §s forbidden in the

e | Jews; for the fearof the dews Y fell upen them.
V{S.jon—-l To; $ To, Margin, concerning ; 3 Forth ; ¢ Robe; 8 S8houted ; ¢ From among the
1 Was n.

LESSON PLAN
" 1, The Queen’s Petition, 3-8,

At peril of her life and with a
flood of tears, that the king wowld
spare her people.

II. The Xing’s Consent, 7. 8, etc.

That the Jews should he Mlow«i
to defend themselves.

IXI.The Great Deliverance,15-17.
The Jews safe and many of the

prob-

.——Pnln} J’L Bafety of God's peo-

e.

l.—-Pm?m 37 : 117, Trust, and
fear not.

-

filled with dismay.

A. The eighth commandment
forbiddeth whatsoever doth of
may unjustly hinder our own or
nur nel bour's wealth or outward

CONNECTING LINKS

peopie of the land hecoming Jews.

LESSON AYMNSB
Book of Pratse—2), 50, (Ps.) 11,

- The news of the terrible plot soon spread throughout the provinoes, and the Jews were
In despair, Mérdecai turned to Queen Esther ; and the noble queen,

taking her life in her hand (4:11), went to intercede with the king. He received her
graciously, and at a banquet given to himself and Haman she disclosed the wicked plot of
the latter, and secured his downfall. But the edict against the Jews being still in forte,
she begged the king to rescind it.

EXPOMITION

1. The Queen’s Petition, 8-6.

V.3 4ndEdhcrnpaLrwt again befure the
king. The plot had been completely over-
thrown ; but the decree against the Jewish

peuple had not been revoked. 7o pwt away
the mischief of Haman; to repeal the edict
that that had been issued at his instigation.

V. 4. The king held out the golden sceptre ;
the usual sign that the king’s favor was
granted to asuppliant (5 :2). There are many
illusfations of the golden scepire of the Per-
dan kings upon the monuments. ‘‘In the
bas-reliefs of Persepolis, copied by Sir Robert
Kuy Porter, King Darius carries in his right

hand a slender rod or wand about equal in
length to his own height, and ornamented
with a small knob a¥ the summit. On the
Khorsabad reliefs the rod is painted red,
doubtless to regesent gold ; proving that the
golden sceptre was a simple wand of that
precious metal.”’ (Jamieson). .
V. 5. If it please the king. The queen ghows
was | very great tact in presenting her ‘request.
She modestly submits to the will of the king,
making no reference whatever to the part he
had taken in the matter, but throwing the

whole blame upon Haman ; and upon that

ground urges that the decree be revoked.
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Reverse the letters devised by Haman. This
was not poséible according to the laws of the
Medes and Persians (Dan. 8:15).  But the
king found a way of practically annulling
the decree hy issuing another, ~ It has been
urged agalnst the credibility of the book of
Esther that it is not probable the king would]
allow edicts to be issued that in one case
planned the slaughter of a whole nation, and
in the other Virtually brought on a civil war.
But the explanation is found in the character

EXTERIOR B
COURT ve KINGY

PALKKL GATE

PLAN OF XERXES’ I;ALACC

Discovered at Susa, and excavated by M. Dieulafoy,

The feast was held In the Gardens. Esther's home
was in the Harem. Xerxes sat on the Throne in the
Interior Court when Fasther approached him. Mor-
decal's place was by the Palace — Peloubet.
of the king. *‘Born in the purple, the weak

~ and irresponsgible Xerxes was accustomed to
act like a spoilt child who never realigzes the
results of ite wishes and commands.”
(Sayce.) :

V. 6. How can I endure to see the it It
does not appear that the king, although,
Esther had been queen for about four years,
knew that she was a Jewess. Perhapsshe

. wagafraid to make known the fact that she
belonged to a8 captive race, But this inci-

with perfect sccurity ; and she pleads for her
kindred. (Seechs. 1:20; 7:3, 4.)

II. The Xing’s Consent, 7, 8, etc.-

V. 7. To Mordecai the Jew. - Mordecai had
been made prime minister in Haman’s place
L(s;z). and it is in his official capacity that

Haman. Fis property had been confischted
and given to the queen (8:1).  Hanged upon
the gallows. The mode of execution was not
by hanging as we understand it. The word
transiated gailows means gimply wood, 8
tree or pole. It was & sharpemed pole 75 ft.
high (3:15) on which ‘the viclim was imn-
paled. The height of the pole seems exces-
sive ; there may have come some error in

"! copying which has incréased the number,

V. 8. Write ye also . . . as i liketh you.
Since the decree could not be rescinded, per-

to issue another edict, sealed with the king’s
seal, allowing the Jews in every province
to defend themselves by force. (v. 11.) Royaﬁ»
posts throughout the whole of the empire
had becn established by Cyrus the Great.
At every station the postman carrying the
mails found a second ready to start on with
a mule or camel (v. 11) on which, after re-
ceiving the mail bag, he sprang like the
wind, to hand his charge to a third postman
at the next station. These couriers were
called Angoroi, and were believed to be the

-| swiftest riders in the world. By this means

copies of the decree, prepared by the govern-
ment clerks, were sent through all the prov-
inces (8: 9, 10). Scaled it with the king's seal.
The seal was 8¢ in the ring and gave royal
sanction to any document to which it was
affixed. ) -

III. The Great Deliveranoce, i5-17.

V. 15. And Mordecaiwent out. . . in royal ap~
pard. He was no longer the petty official at
the king’s gate (2: 21). He held the pasitian
of grand \vizier, or prime minister, which
had been Yormerly occupied by Haman (8:
2). He was dressed in the royal robe of state,
which was rich and costly. ‘The royal
dress of Xerxes yas reckoned by the Greeks
as worth 12,000 talents (millions of dollars)”

dent give her an opportunity of doing so

(Geikie) ; atd Mordeosi s the representative

the king now addresses him. The Aouscof

mission was granted Mordecai and the queen

»
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of t.he king would also be very richly attired.
A great crown of gold. A large turban orna-
mented with gold and jewels. The city of
Shushan rgjoiced. The Rev. Ver. reads
“shouted." The people could not control

their feelings of joy.
Ve. 16,17, It was light out of darkness to

the Jews, joy out of sorrow ; and it was 8 very

ILLUSTRATION AND APPLICATION /MA@ A

And Esher spake yet again before the king
(v. 3). At this crisis in the history of her
nation, Esther chose her times for speak-
ing. She had laid her plans skilfully, and
the result proved that her plans were the
bvst possible. There is a time to speak and

ime to keep silence. Wae are not to let
any opportunity of saying a word for

the truth ; but, on the other hand, such a
word spoken unadvigsedly may bring re-
proach upon the name we would keep sacred.
We must learn, too, that we are bound
always to take the best plan of life, not only
the whole of life, but in every detail of the
daily round and common task. It is true
that Esther acted throughout under the guid-
anoe of God. But we can act thus only in go
far as we are ready to receive and obey this
instruction. Notice the perfect balance in
the character of Esther, how fearlessly and
resolutely she adheres to her plan and carries
“it ok In the spirit of her behavior in these
trying ‘circumstances we have an ideal well
worthy of imitation. Fell down at his feet
and  besought him with tears.
than a \oman’a tact, although a woman’s
istible. It is a woman’s heart
with grief pussionately patriotic
people. “We may surmise
beautiful countenance was lit
up with & new, rare radiance when all self-
seeking was banished from her mind and an
intense, noble aim fired her soul ; and'thus,
it may be, her very loftiness of purpose
helped to secure its success. Beauty is a
gift, a talent, to be used for good, like any
other divine endowment ; the highest beauty
is the splendor of soul that sometimes irra-
diates the moet commonplace countenance,
8o that, like Stepken’s, it ghines as the face

This is more (.

great honor that two of their number should
hold the. highkst positions in the kingdom
next to the king. And many . . . became Jews.
The Jews were backed by the Persian officidls
(9: 3) and many of their enemies became
Jews to eecape the slaughter that followed.
On the fatal dgy the Jews slew 300 in the city
of Shushan and /5 ,000 in the provinces.

Al

with foolish vanity, Esther consecrated it to
a noble service, and thereby it was glorifi
( Professor Adeney.)

Held out the golden sceptre toward Esther,
v. 4. When Esther was permitted to touch
the golden sceptre she knew that her life
was eafe. But touching the sceptre meant
not only safety, it meant also submission.
No, too, when we approach the Throne and
are touched by the golden sceptre of the
grace of God, we not only obtain protection
and salvation, but we must yield submission.
If it please the king. As Esther puts her casc
it cannot fail to appeal to the king. At first
she says, ‘“‘If it please the king’’: nothing
can be done without the king's consept,
Then ‘‘ If I have found favour in his sight”":
she humbles herself again. “‘ And the thing
seems right before the king ’’: she takes for
granted that the king will do only what is
right. Let others know that you expect
only the best from them, and consciously or
unconsciously they will strive to mcht.he
standard you have set for them.

For how can I endure to sec the evil that
come unto my people? v. . This is the icli-

max of the pleading. Esthersays: ‘I ¢mn-
not endure to see my people suffer. If they
must, die, I must die with them.” This is
the heroism of utter seli-sacrifice. (her,

who has but now received fram the king her
own life (when he held out to her the golden
sceptre), is ready to give it again for, the
safety of her beloved people. Never was Queen
Esther so near the perfect Christ-life as
at this moment, and surely the love of
Esther for her kindred is not unlike the love
of Christ for human souls. But Christ’s love
is as wide as humanity, and His was not
only the spirit of self-sacrifice. He actually

of an angel. 4 of degrading her beauty
o

gave His life for our life, the just for the un-
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just. We are not likely to be placed in such
circumstances a8 those of Esther, but the
principles of noble action are the same to us
as they were to her, and we, too, are likest
God when, in loving self-sacrifice, we say by
otir lives : ¢ None of self, and al of Thee."’

Write ye also for the Jews as it liketh you,
ve. 7, 8. Esther's pleading has not been in
~ain, and her request is granted. The great
king is vanquished, not only by Esther's
beauty, though it has been said that *“ the
beauty of the Lord her God was upon her,’’
but by her moral earnestness, her self-sacri-
ficing patriotism and love. Such qualities
must and will conquer. ¢ There is only one
kind of pure kingship—the kingship,
namely, which consista in a stronger moral
state, and a truer thoughtful state, than that
of others ; ‘enabling you, therefore, to guide
or to raise them,”

And Mordecai went oul in royal apparel, and
with a great croun qf gold, v. 15. The faith-
ful servant, the honest, God-fearing man, was
called to friendship, to honor, to coronation.
In his time of darkness Mordecai had doubt-
lees remembered the Golden Text of the
lesson of to-day, for as a Jew it was familiar
to-him : “Commit thy way unto the Lord ;
trust also in him ; and he shall bring it to
pass.” When his own life was in peril,
when his nation was about to be blotted out,
he ®till -waited, worked, and hoped. Now
he is rewarded with high honors, and re-
ceives the golden crown. And rightly was

e crowned ; for his kingdom, as his charac-
ter, rested upon the eternal law of God,
which nothing could alter nor remove. God
never deserts those who hold to Him,

An earnest Christian woman writes :

This lesson is, perhape, pre-eminently a
woman’s lesson, and in it we have glimpees
of a woman’s power. The power of Esther
s a power given to every womsn who will
have it. It is the power to guard, to guide,
to serve. Do you remember. what Ruskin
rays, in addressing the women of England ?

‘ There is no suffering, no injustice, no -

misery on the earth, but the guilt of it lies
lastly with you. Men can bear the sight of
it, but you should not be sble to bear it.
Men may tread it down without sympathy
in their own struggle. But men are feeble
in sympathy and contracted in hope. It is
youonly who can feel the depths of pain,
and conceive the way of its healing. In-
stead of trying to do this, you turn away
from it.”

Are these words™ true of the women of
Canada? Are they true of us? Are weso
engrossed with self, so engrossed with the
little circle of our nearest and dearest, that
we have mo time and no thought for the
misery in the world about us? We spend
our time in attending tu our homes and in
watching over the sweet flowers of child-
hood God has comnmitted to our care. We
are so far right, but is this all of a woman’s
work ? I8 there not a public duty, which is
the expansion of the honfe life? Are there
not flowers of humanity in our towns and in
our cities which no one will love, if we do
not love them, which no one will guard from
sin and suffering, if we do not care for them ?
God grant that we all may, not only have,
but use, this royal power to heal, to redeem,
to guide, and to guard !

TEACHING HINTS

‘“ And Esther spake yet again before the
king,” suggests a starting point for the les-
son ; for great as the deliverance of the Jews
from slaughter was, the eye is still more

¢drawn to the queenly Esther taking her life
in her hand that she may snatch her people
from the jaws of death. ’

Have a care not to dwell too long upon the
details, but bring out clearly theee pointa be-

/tween the last lerson and this :
(al) The poeting of the king’s decree for

the extermination of the Jews (3: 12-16)5;
(b) The consternation in Shushan and
throughout the provinces (3: 15; 4: 8) ; (o)
Mordecai’s grief and Esther's concern for
nim (4:1, 4, 5) ; (d) Esther, after some hes-
itation, undertaking to plead with the king
(4, 6-17) ; (e) Esther's venture (5: 1-8);
(/) The banquets (5 : 4-9 ;~7: 1-10).

Now comes the final venture. It is not
enough that ghe and Mordecai are safe and

in honor ; Esther’s people are still in peril,

LN
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She will risk all for them, We have:
" 1. Esther,—star-like (for that is tho mean-
"ing of her name) in beauty ; at the king's
foet ; convulsed with sobs (v. 3). ' Vi

Ii. The king holding out the golden soep-
tre, and Esther rising radiant, her eyes like
the bright sun through the rain-cloud of her
tears. She stands before the klw ready to
speak (v. 4).

III. The petition ro gkilfully framed, and
so tactfully presented (see ILLUSTRATION AND
ArrircaTioN), and with . fing touch of pat-
riotic fervor (vs. 5, 6).

IV. The rcady consent he king, who
sees what a fool Haman has™made of him,
and who is glad to find a way out (vs. $/'8).

V. Mordecai’s triumph (v. 15).

VI. Thegey of the Jews (vs. 15-17).

VIL 6 terrar of their enemijes (v. 17),
many of whom become Jews t’ewape des- |5
truction.

Shew how the Jews would profit by this
incident, the peril of the king’s terrible

edict and their bappy eampa Bays Peloabet
in his *“‘Select Notes '’ :

Great crises, great twials, great dangers,
have & mission in the bailding up of every
nation. They awaken from spiritnal lethargy ?
they cnltivate a apirit of ;prayer, they lead to
trust in Gdéd, they arowse bhercism and
courage. Out of ‘“‘the nettle danger'’ we
pluck not merely *the flower safety,”’
the more beautiful and fragrant flowers of
heroism, courage, and faith.

“ We are living, we are dwelling
In a grand and awful time ;
- In an age on ages telling—
To be living is sublime.”

Try to show the scholam the very heart of
Esther.  Whence her' courage? Chapter 4:
16 supplies the answer. She had vommitted
her way unto the Lord, and ghared Paul’s
exalted frame of mind when he gaid : ‘‘ I can
do all things through Christ which strength-
engtlt me’’ (Phil. 4: 13).

The class will now be ready to understand

the Go¥en Text.

TOP108 FOR BRIEF PAPERS

(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.

class.)

—

. How Father hecame Queen.

e

=3

How she ae complished her task.

Only one topic should
Sometines #ll may be asked to take the same topic.

iven to each scholar.

The papers % be read out in the

. How n ]mppun(-d that ouly Esther could save her people

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

QUEEN ESTHER —
BRAVE
WISE
SAFE

BECAUSE SHE TRUSTED IN GOD

AN
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Lesson 1V,

Then I l&lmed & fast there at the river of
'vs. e might 1 afftict ourselves before our
uekolhhn a3 right way hr us, and for our

little onec. and for .ll our substan
22 Forl lreof&he king s banl

ol uoldlen lnd ho cn mm P us against the enemy
had spoken unto the kin,
uymx. hmd ol our God {s upon all them for
that seek but h!s wer anid his wrath {sagainst
all them thst fnm ke h
23 Bo w ed and bewuxht our God for this: and
he“w;%ln I ted“‘tl:d twel f th hief of
en ﬁtn welve o e ¢ chief of the
mm s shem B’lnbl’nh and ten of theirs

25 And welqhed, ulito them the silver, and the q,.
and erven the offering ¢ of the house of our

God, which tha ki and his eoumellors md his 7
lords and all Is’rael fAere present, had
26 I even weighedlumo their hand slx hundred

and fift Emems of gilver, and silver vessels an hun-
ts, and of gold an hundred talents;

ersfon—! Humble: * Straight; 3 Ask:

Bovhod Vi
Bawls ; 10 Daries ; 1t Bright brass ; 1 Lord the God

EZRA’S JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM
Ezra 8:Q1-82, Comupit 1o memory vs. 21-23.

Octoher 22, 1899
Read chapw. 7 and 8: 1536
27 Also twenty ¢ basons of gold, of a thousand e

drams; and twg vessels of 11 firie copper, precious as

Id.
‘028 And I said nnho them, Ye are holy unto the Lorp;

the veesels are holy ; and the silver and the goid

ah'tch. free-will unto t.he Lorp 13dod ot your
ers.

29 Watch and keep them, unt(l ye weigh thews be-

fore the 4 chiel of the priests and the Le’vites, and 13

chief of the fathers of Is'rael,
chambers of the bouse of the LORD.

30 8o 14 took the priests and the Le'vites the welf
of the silver, and the d, and the veseels, to b
them to Jeru'salem unto the houneo; our

81 Then we departed from the Hver of Ahu'va on
the twelfth day of the first month, to go unto Jeru'wa--
lem: and the hand of our God was upan us, and he
delivered us from the hand of the engmy, &nd 18 of
such as lay in wait by the way.

82 And we came to Jeruwsalem, and abode there
three days.

13 Priuces of the fathers’ Iummy of lsnwl ; 14 Recelved

putqﬂnLema‘"Andthenermwu 8

GALDEN TEXT TIME LESSON PLAN
e hand of our God tsupenall | B.C. 438: seventy-elght years | I, The Fast
thqn M og. seek him.” Bﬂi&: 7.erubhal?31 8 %mt;et;lm and At th: rnu'ool;“' va, with
n years after the detiverance Aha ‘“d
through Queen Esther. earnest prayer to God for His help.
DAILY READINGS II. The Trust, 94-30,

PLACE
—&m7 6-20. The king's de-

T.—Ezra7:21.28, The kin % gifts.

W.—Esra8: 21-82. Ezra'’s Journey | CATECHISM
to Jerusalem. Q. 76.
Th.—Exra 9 1-9. Ezra’s prayer. ment !

F.—Exra 9:10-156. The prayer con-
‘ tinued. .
8. —Pealm 46. God our

refuge. Thou shalt not
8,—2Cor. 6: 11-18. Be s¢eparate.

Babylonia, on the way and at
Jerusalem. 4

Which inthe ninth nmmu‘mli-

A. The ninth coi
against thy neighbour.

L, The oﬂerlnf for the house of
(:od given Into the hands of
twelve of the priests for safe-.
keeping and safe carriage.

IX. The Journsy, 31, 38.
Acoomplished in poce.

LESSON HYMNS

andment ik,
Book of Praise—1, 19 (Ps.),
275, 308,

T fulse witness 271,

CONNECTING LINKS :

The exiles who had returned to Jerusalem under Zerubbabel had rebuilt and dedicated

the Temple (8'; 15, 16). But the walls of the city were still in ruins ; and many abuses had

crept in among the people. A young reformer aroe in Babylon in the person of Ezra.

He wag desirous of leading up 8 second oolony to' Jerusalerp and of instituting reforms

among the people. The king gave him permission to do 8o, and appointed him Governor
of Judah. Thia lesson gives gn account of his journey.

EXPOSITION

1. The Fust, 8128,

V. 21. Then I proclaimed a fast at the river of
Ahava. A comparison of 7:9; 8:15, 81,
would seem to show that Ezra had marched
nine days. Rawlinson therefore thinks that
the plage of rally (8:15) was sbout 140
miles from Babylon up the valley of the
Euphrates, at or near the modern Hit.
Others think that the mally: would not be
Leld so far away, that 7 : 9 refors to the be-
_ ginning of his preparations for ¢he jomrney,

and that Ezra halted on the banks of one of
the many canals near Bubylon, That we
might humble ourselves (Rev. Ver.) ; in a spirit
of submission tq the divine will and of re-
pentance from sin. 70 seck of him a straight
way for us (Rev. Ver.). ¢ Both a direct r

that they might not have to turn aside on
aoccount of attacks and dangers from robbers
and enemies, and a level road, without ob-
staclos and inequalities (Igpiah 40: 3)."’ ( Camb.
Bible.) Our substance; probably heuwseheld

»

at Jaru'salem, in the .

4 Chiefs ; 8 Add even; ¢ For; *Princes; 8 Into; ¢ ’
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effects. Thesame word is rendered ‘‘ goods’’
inch. 1:6.

V. 22. For I wds a«aham{d o require .
soldiers. It was customary to guard cara-
vans from plundering Arabe by an armed
escort (Neli. 2:9). Ezra’s caravan carried
much wealth and .would, therefore, be a
gpecial object of attack (8:25-27). But he
had professed his faith in God as the pro-
tector of His people and would not, by accept-
ing an escort, give the heathen cause fo think
it was only an idle boast. He, therefore, re-
solved to throw himself upon God’s protec-
tion by fasting and prdyer.

V. 23.  He was entreated of us. God
gave the protection prayed for, and the four
moMhs’ journey was finished in eafety (8:
31). :

II. The Trust, 94-80

V. 24. Then Iseparated twelve of the chzef of the
priests ; to take charge of the treasure until
safely deposited in the Temple (7 : 15, 16).

V. 25. And weighed unio them the silver and
the gold. The poverty-stricken colony at
Jerusalem could afford Ezra but little help !
financially. Many of them were hopelessly
in debt, and had sunk into a state of serfdom
to the richer nobles (Neh. 5:3-5). The king

came to his aid with a subecription of gold |

and silver (7 :15), a present of gold and sil-
ver vessels for the Temple (8 : 26) and a sub-
scription throughout the empire (7 : 18).
This treasure was now weighed out to the

appointed tremsurers. The offering of the|ney.”
It was to beautify the ' enemy ;

house of our God.

estimated at from four $o eighteen times tho
value of the silver talent. .

V. 27. A thousand drams. The dram, or
daric, was worth about $5.00. ° Fine copper
precious as gold ; probably some rare alloy of
copper. Rev. Ver. gives ‘‘ bright brass.”

* The “whole formed an immense treasure ;
variously estimated at from two to five mil-
lioms of dollars in value,

Vs. 28, 29. Holy unto the Lord ; consecrat-
ed, set apart for the gervice of God. A free-
will offering ; a voluntary contribution to-
wards the Temple fund (7: 15). It wasto aid
God’s cause, and was therefore an offering
to God. Watch ye and keep them. They were to_
guard the treasure zealously until it was de-
livered to the officials at the Temple. In the
chambers ; rooms on each side of the main
‘building set apart for the residence of the
priests (1 Kings 6: 5) and also for store roons
(Neh. 13: 5).

III. The Journey, 81, 88.

V. 81. On the twelfth day of the first month ;
the month Nisan, corresponding with the
latter part of March and the first part of
April. There were more than 5,000 people
and a great many baggage animals. The hand
of our God was upon us. ~ Again and again
these words are used. Bee 7: 6; 8: 22 They
show how real God was to, Ezra. *‘ It is as

;though he felt the reviving touch of those
i invisible fingers at every stage of the jour-

(Stanley.)  From the hand of the
from the Bedouins of the desert.

temple that the king provided the money | The form of divine deliverance is not stated.

(7:27).

V. 26. Six hundred and fifty talents of sil-
ver. The silver talent was worth about $1,-
600. The whole amount would therefore be
worth more than a million dollars.  Silver
resoels an hundred talents ; that is worth an
hundred talents, about $160,000. Of gold an
hundred talents. The gold talent is variously

ILLUSTRATION AND munou

" Then I proclaimed a fax . . . to seek of him
a right way, v. 1. Well begun is half done.
80 declares the old proverb; and when we
read of Exra and the people seeking God at
the outaet of their journey, we feel sure of a

It may have been in pre\enmng the enem)
from making an attack, ot in ennblmg
%0 repel the attacks made upon them.

V. 32. And we came to Jerusalem. The
journey occupied four montha (7:9) At
Jerusalem Ezra rested three days before pro-
ceeding to carry out his great work of mlonu
as the Governor of
prosperous ending to it. It took a little time,
of course ; just as it takes time to pray in
one’s room, or to have family worship.
Bat such time is well spef. It is no weste.
Another well-worn proverb says that
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‘“prayers and provender hinder no man’s
journey.”  After a season of prayer, one
goes forth to his task with a clearer brain, a
quieter heart, a loftier purpose, and with the
strength that comes from the firm confidence
that, having committed his way unto the
Lord, the Lord will bringit to pass ( Ps. 37:5).

It was, moreover, well done to begin the
season of seeking God with a fast. There is
no merit in doing without food. A man may
starve himself and be none the more Godlike
forit. Butfasting was a sign of the peni-
tent spirit, without which it is vain to seck
God It was also & reminder that ‘“man
doth not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
the Lord.” (Deut. 8:3.) If we are to have
anything from God, it can only be when we
feel the need of God. A heart already full
of self has no room for anything or any one
else ; and God does not force Himself into
any man’s heart or life.

Twas ashamed to require . . . suldiers . . .
because we had spoken, v.22. A sample, this,
of the tonic effect of taking a high stand.
They had said to the king: ‘“ We are the
servants of God; God will care for us.”
And, now, when the temptation is upon
them to take lower ground, and ask the king
forsoldierato defend them, the remembrance
of their brave words upholds them. As self-
respecting men, they must be consistent with
themselves, As declared servants of the
living God, they must allow no slur to be
cast on Him. We may not always be able
to live up to high ideals. Our poor little
spirita may not always be large enough for
the free play of the vaster motives ; but we
shall reach higher with lofty ideals than with
lesser ones, and something of the spell of
the larger motives will rest upon us even in
our meanest hours.

He was intreated of us, v. 23. There is the
throb of a ewelling gratitude in this scntence.
They trusted God. They ventured all on

their ednfidence that Ho would hear and
help ; and they were not disappointed. God
loves to be trusted. He rejoices when we
ask great things of Him. He gives beyond
our asking: And when we get from Him,
we_become the steadier in our faith, and
therefore the stronger for new tasks. A good
Christian weman had marked her Bible in
many places ‘“ T. P.”” ‘‘ Trirp AND PRovED "’
she explained it; for the letters were put
opposite the promises of the*Word which
she had herself tested. "With every fresh
“T. and P.”” her confidence would increase.
Hers, with such discipline, might well soon
become the faith that removes mountains.
So-shall ours. -

Then I separated twelre . . .
them and said wnto them . .
Ve, 24, 25, 20, Ezra did not neglect the
temporalities. It was not enough that they
had worshipped and that they were con-
scious of God's presence and favor. They
must look sharply after the every-day work’
of God’s kingdom, must see to the care and
carriage of the silver and gold and vessels
for God's house. Fervorin song or prayer
or speech can never take the place of good
business methods in the Lord’s work, Those
who do the financing of a congregation or of
the great Schemes of the Church after a
right fashion are serving God no less accept-
ably than those who preach and pray. Good
financing ‘makes preaching and praying
easier.

The hand of our God was upon us, v. 31. A
heavy hand it is for sinners. ‘“It I8 a fear-
ful thing to fall into the hands of the living
God.”” (Heb. 10: 31.) But a hand gracious,
bountiful, tender, compassionate to thoee
who fear Him. “I will turn ming hand
upon the little ones,” is His own assurance.
(Zech. 13: 7.) With God’s hand upon him,
the feeblest is strong, and the most timorous
oontent. :

and weighed unto
. watch ye and keep,

TRACHING EKINTS

Seventy-eight years had elapeed since
Zerubbabel's first return to Jerusalem with
his chosen band of loyal Jews. Recall some
of the details of those stirring timea. (See

lessons 8, 10, 11, 12, of last Quarter.) Z¢rub-
babel, the prince, Jeshua, the priest, Haggai
and Zechariah, the prophets, wete chief fig-
urea in those days. There was great zeal, in
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spurts; and again, strange apathy ; and over
them all and all the time, the patient guid-
ance of Jehovah, whom no wrong-doing or
ingratitude of His people could utterly turn
away from blessing them.

The Temple had been rebuilt, but.the walls
were still in ruing.  Many abuses had crept
in. There was need of rome whole-gouled,
fierv-hearted reformer to set the wrongs
right and to awake the dormant patriotism
and religious zeal of the people.

Ezra appeared ; o personality, close after
Moses in grandeur, a priest, a scribe, a diplo-
mat, & born leader, a patient, devout ser-
vant of God (Ezra 7: 1-6). Hisadvent was
the beginning of better days for Jerusalem ;
and to him Gog’s people in all the ages are
profoundly indebted for hiz work in gather-
ing together and arranging and handing
down the Holy Scriptures.

The lesson of to-day displaye:’

1. Ezra’s Preparation. Go back to v. 10,
which is really the door into the lesson.
Ezra is making ready for his great work.

Mark four points, (¢ Preparation of

heart; (b)) Searching of the Rc‘ﬁpmres; ()
Willingness to obey ; (d) Eagerness to teach
God’s law to others. What better prepara-
tion, what other preparation, indeed, can
anyone make for large service of God?

1I. Ezra’3 Piety, 21-23. - Note (a) His prop-
er pride. He had told the king that God
would guard them.  Therefore he will ask
no guard from the king. See Psalm 20: 7.
(b) His devout spirit ; which leads him to fast
(indicating bumility and penitence) and tu
pray. (James5: 168) (¢) His sense of the
fellowship of belicvers. He summons all
to join with him and with one another in
the fastings and eupplications.

TI1. E:zna’s Prudence, 24-30. We remark
(a) A careful choice for a responsible ser-
vice, ¥ 245 (b) A shrewd divirion of respon-
sibility, va. 25-27; (¢) A fervent appeal to
highest motives, vs. 28, 30.

IV. Ezra’s Prosperity, 81, 82. By God’s
good hand upon him and the people they
eacaped the perils of the way and reached
the end of their journey in peace.

Now emphasize the Golden Text.

" TOPICS FOR BRIEF PAPERS

(To be assigned the Sabhath previous.

claas )
1 Fzra as a leader.

Only one topic should begiven to cach scholar.
Sometimes all mny be asked to write on the mme tupic.

The papers to be read out in the

<

2. What the lesson teaches on church fingnce.

3. How 13 make cure of tiod's help.

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

DIN

L4

HELP SOUGHT—in penitence
GUIDANCE FOLLOWED—with courage
CARE FROVED—by success -
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PRALMS OF DELIVERANCR

October 29, 1899

Pralms 86 and 126." Commit to memary Pealmm 126. Read Jeremiah 31

1 Loxrp, thou hast been favourable unto th? land:
e e e I
ou et v Y people,
thou hass covered all their s(n 3@
B ’D:m hast away all thy. wn&h thou hast
from the ficrcenesk of thine anger.
0 God of our salvation, and canse thine!
m&i Us 0 (ease.
ilt thou be angry with ux for ever? wilt thou
dnw out thine anger to all s‘memn{ns ?
6 Wilt thou not # revive us again:' that thy people
way rejoice in thee? -
7 sbew us thy mercy, O Lorp, snd grant s thy sal-

8 I'wﬂlhmr what God the' LorD will speak : for he
will apeak peace unto his’ lc uud to hig sants :
but let them not turn gh

urely his salvation iz nf them that fear him ;
nm ﬁd‘, may dwell in our land.

10 Mercy and truth are met *bogether righteous-

&II

Version—' Indignation ; 3 Quicken;

Revised
way to walk in ; ¢Unto them: ? Nanonu s
mglonlt.heoeod He sball come agalu wnhjoy,
GOLDEN TEXT

. that sow in_tears shall
reap in joy.” leo 8.

DAILY READINGS

Bab lon.
M.—Psalm 86. Psalms of dediv-

T “Pealm 1%, | erance. CATECHISN
W.—Jer. 90 : 1824. Promiss ofde- | q 77

TINE AND PLACE

Precige date unkm
Pualms have the tone e period
of the return of the exiles from

What is veguired in the |
nendment 1 '

ness and ce have kissed each other.

11 Tru nhnllu ng out of the earth; and right-
eousness ¢ shall lonk down from heayen.

12 Yea, the Lorn shall give that which iz good ; and
our land shall yield her increase.

13 Kighteousness shall go béfore him ; and shall s
set ws in the way of his stepa,

Pu. 126: 1 When the Lorp tumede ngnln the cap-

tivity of Z¥'on, we were like ¢ them that dream.

] a8 our mouth with laughter, and our
tongue &f : then sald they among the 1
beat! 10RD done great things for them.

3 ORD hath done great things for us; whercof
we are glad

Turn again our captivity, O Lorp, as the streams
in thb 8 south.
y that sow in tears shall reap in joy.
6 ’ He t-huh.ﬂ)eth forth and weepeth, bearing pree-
mus al doutﬂea oome again with rejolcing,
eaves with

Springeth : ¢ Hath looked down : 5 Make his footsteps s

uth(aeapr!al ; 9 Though Tie goeth on his WAY Weeping, bear-

sheaves with hio.

LESSON PLAN

but the | 1 oy c Prelude, Paslm 85.

Remembrance, 13 ; Petition, 4-7;

Contidence, &13.

II. The Anthem, Psalm 126.

lverance. in

Th -Jer.81:1-12. A jovful proe- wénth com Joy ;i thanksgiving , hopee.
pect. A. The ninth commandment re-

F Jer. 33:1-14. Pardon and re- | quireth the maintaining and peo-
seoration. moting of truth between man and { LESSON HYMNS

B _Zech.8; 18. A joyfal city. men, and of our own and our

.—Psalm 2. The (Lw Deltv- | nelghbour's good name, espocially Book of Praise—359, 11 Pe. ), 189, -

eres, iu withess bearing. 17, 455, \

CONWBOTING LINES
The two pealms which we study to-day show us how glad and gratefnl God's people

‘vere for deliverance and restoration to their own land.

[ EXPOSITION .

L The Preluds, Paalm 8§.

V. 1. ZLord, thou hast been favouruble unto
thy land ; literally; ** well pleased with Thy
land.”’ Hia pleasure was shown in that He
bad brought back the captivity of Jacob, that is,
had brought back o their own land the cap-
tive Jews. It was indeed & signal mani-
festation of His favor, for the event seemed
all but impossible, being opposed t8 the set-
tled policy of the Babylonian kings.

Va 2, 8. Thou hast forgiren the iniquity of
thy people. Sin was the cause of their cap-
tivity, especially the gin of idolatry (2 Chron.
36 : 14-17). Their deliverance was a proot
that thelr sin had been forgiven. Thou hast
covered all their sin,  Here ain is regarded as

something offensive that must be covered up

rl

fram sight. Thow hast taken awvy all thy
wrath. The wrath of God is not blind pas-
@on, It is His holy will taking action
against anything that comes between Him
and the affections of His people. When the
offensive thing is put away, then God’s anger
is put away. The fierceness of thine anger; as
seen in the desolation of the country, the
ruip ot the Temple, and the horroms of the
long captivity.

V. 4. Turn us, O God of our salmation.
Turn us to Thyself and complete the salva-
tion already begun. Only a small portion
ot the exiles had come back. The rest were
still scattered throughout the Persian Em-
pire. 8in, too, was manifesting itself among
those that had returned. Theé pealmist
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prays, therefong, for God's continued favor.

Va. 5-7.  Wilt thou be argry with us forever #
The petition implies an appeal to the loving
nature and the promises of God (Hos. 14 : 4).
Wit thou not revive us again? The returned
exiles were by no means in a flourishing
condition (Neh. 5: 85). Only the favor of
God could revive their national and religious
life, as the sunshine and the rain alone can
revive the parched meadows. Show us thy
mercy; the manifestation of God's loving
kindness to the sinner in his guilt. .ind
grant us thy salvation; from the guilt of sin
and the oppression of man,

Y8, 8, 9. Juwill hears Having offered his
prayer, the pcaihiist will listen attentively
for the answer (Hab. 2: 1), He will speak,
peace.  His answer is one of peace, which,
as in Psalin 122,im] lies all the blessiygs that
God can give.  Bud lt them nol turn again to
Solly. It was their foolish, sinful conduct in
the past that had brought them so much
migery. God forgives, but not that we may
be free tosin again.  Hissalraticon ix nigh them

‘that jeur him.  The holy fear of God's wruth
which leads to obedience of His laws reaps
its reward in a fuller outflow of His saving
grace.

That glory may diwell in our lond; the great-
est glory of any land is the glory of God’s
presence as shown in God-like lives.

Va. 10, 11. Mercy; kindness shown to
those in distress. Truh ; fidelity to all that
is right.  Poice; implying all the blessings
of life. Rightevumeas ; all the moral good in
life, without which life’s blexsings cannot be
enjoyed. Met together. .. kissed each other ;
denoting the harmony that exists where
these four Virtues reign. It is an ideal picture
realised once in the life of Jesus Christ and

ILLUSTRATION AND APPLICATION

Thou hast brought bdack, v. 1. The words
may be applied to the rescue of the ginner.
“The raptivity mentioned is bondage under
sin. In this captivity Satan is the gaoler, the
flesh i8 our prison, ungudly lusts are the
nmnacles, a bad conscience is the tormentor,
all of them against us; only Christ is ‘ Im-
manucl,” God with us ; he turneth the cap-
vvity of Jacob in forgiving all his offences.

which shall yet be regzod in the life of His
people.  Truth shall spring owt of the earth,

The fidelity of man shall yet respond to

the loving kindness of God, as the seed re-

sponds to the sunshine and the rain.  Right-
eousness shal {look down from heaven, bestows
ing her blessings, and smiling with approval
upon the beautiful picture just described.

IL The Anthem, Ps. I28.

Ve. 12, 13. Shall yield her increass; in re-
sponse to the blessings of God so freely be-
stowed (Hag.Y: 9-11).  Righteousness shuli
g0 before him ; a8 a herald beforea king. And
xhall et ; liverally, ¢ righteousness seta upon
the way of His steps,”” that is, ¢ follows
closely in His footsteps.”

Ps. 126: 1, 2. Turned again the captivity of ©
Zion ; that is, as in s 85: 1, brought back
the captive Jews to Zion,  Like them that
dream. The news seemed too good to be
true. With luughter. Their hearts overflowed
with joy at the greatdeliverunoe and that joy
found expression in laughter and song.
Then said they among thenations.  Even the
heathen acknowledged that there had been
divine intcrvention in their behalf.

V. 4. Turn again our captivity ; bring back
the redt of the exiles ; and give prosperity to
those who have returned. .42 the streums inthe
south. The psalmist would fain see his breth-
ren coming back in large fumbers, bringing
growth and vigor to the nation as the full-

rushing streams bring their blessings to the Q

dry valleys of Southern Palestine.

Vs. 5, 8. They that sow in tears. The first
exiles to return were indeed sowing in tears,
for they had many difficulties to meet ; but
the seed of patient effort would by and by

yield a harvest \?i joy. © )1) .
Ll e

and in covering his sins.”’ (Abraham Wright.)
Or the words may describe the happy

of the backslider whom God has not suffered
utterly to fall away. Likethe pealmist, h

sings with joy. As there is none whose way
is more sorrowful than his who resolutely
turns his back on the Savior whom he loves
and the sweetness of whose love he has felt;
80 he is on the edge of the keenest joy, on
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whowe lips tremble the words :
() Jesus, full of pardoninf grace,
More full of grace than I of sin,

Yet once again I seek Thy face, -

n Thine arms and take me in,

And freely my backslidings heal,

And love the faithless sinner still.”

Thou hast covered all their sin, v. 2 ; covered,
as only a gracious God would or can cover. |
Thiy is from a ripe experience. The pealm-:
ist sings with grateful wonder ; for God does ‘
no more wonderful thing than to cover up
the sin and aZZ the sin of the penitent. “And
expegially,” every sint of God will add,
“my sin.” ‘‘Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and forget not all his bencfits,” the pealmist
cliewhere exclaims (Ps. 103: 2); and which
of those ‘‘ benefits,” think you, comes first
and bulks most lurgely ? Follow on; “Who
forgiveth all thine iniquities.” (v. 3.) Asthe
(brigtian’s experience ripens and he comes
to see more deeply into the awful depths of
the gin that i8 within hini, the more of awe
and wonder will go into his exclamation,
“Thou hastcovered all my «in ™

Thou had talen afray all Ty wrath, v. 3.

“My God is reconciled :
Hir pardoning voice I hear ;
He owns me for His child,
I can no longer fear.
With confidence I now draw n:gh,
And Father, Abba, Father, cry

But let them not turn again to folly. v. 8. A
much needed caution ; for is there not a sub-
tle temptation to rely upon the forgiving
grace of God, when we want tosin? One
stands on perilous ground who so reasons.
Giod forgives. True ! but to “ bank’” on that
fact, and rush into known transgressions,
adds the gin of horrible presumption to our
other sing. It is what the apostle styles turn-
ing the grace of God into licence (Jude 4.
The only rational ground of expecting further
forgiveness is to set one’s face like a flint to-

wards obedience. Right~doing can win no
favor of its own merit ; but wrong-doing de-
liberately entered upon because of oyr knowl-
edge of God’s rendiness to forgive, is the sort
of presumption thpt brings down quickly
and sharply the just judgment of the Al-
mighty.

Then said they among the heathen, Ps. 126: 6.
It isa grand testimony when unbelievers are
forced to ray of Christians,—*¢ The Lord hath
done great things for them.” It is often this
good estate of Christians that is the first
thing to tell on the surrounding heathen in
our mission fields. It has its efféct, too, in
our home land. “ T don’t know how it is,”’
said an obdurate old unbelieverto the writer,
¢“ that Mr. — is always giving,giving,giving,
and vet, although his family is larger than
mine and his farm not so good, everything
seems to prosper with him.” IHe was edging
pretty close to the kingdom of God, this
unbelieving man, in so saving. If he had
looked a little closer into the reason why, he
might have sought to enter in.

They that sow in tears, v. 5. 1t was a task
of reconstruction to which God’s people had
set themselves, to restore city and Temple to
their former state and to build up a nation
out of the scattered tribes again brought home.
A heart-breaking enterprise, this of recon-
gtruction, whether in the case of others or of
ourseltves. The powe's of evil are 8o incred-
ibly strong, the powers of recuperation so
feeble and slow. Shall reap injoy. The
gladness of the reaping atones for thesad-
ness of the sowing. “In due season we
8HALL reap, if we faint not,”” is God’'s own
word (Gal. 6: 9). Even here, in
this world, thereis a certainty of a joyous
reaping time to everyone who honestly and
steadfastly turns from gin to God and holi-
ness of life.

TEACHING HINTS

Poesibly those who set the lessons had
better have given one or other of these
pealms, not both. To take the two is like
overcrowding a bouquet of flowers. In any
case there is such a wealth of beauty and of
instruction that it will be impossible in the
short teaching time to bring it all out. The

J

teacher will be wise not to attempt to do so,
but to pick out a few of the lowers—he may
take them almoet at random, they are all so
perfect—and hold them up to the admiration
of the scholars. Let the lesson, therefore,
be

A Few FlLowers FrROM_ GOD'S GGARDEN :



314

Pyalms of Deliverance

1. Farorable,1,—the sweet shining of God’s
countenance on an erring, perverse people,
whore transgressions cannot quench Hia
love.

2. Forgiven—covered — taken- auway — turned
thyself, 2, 3. Notice how, by multiplication
of metaphors, the prablmist tries to express
the vast and varied grage of Jehovah in the
removal of sin. Paul Gerhardt catches the
spirit of it :

‘“ Jesus, Thy boundless love to me

No thought can reach, no tongue declare.”

3. Revive, 6. ““ Bring to life again’’ ; the
image of purched ficlds and gardens after the
long looked for rain has at lust come,

4. Thy salvation, 7. One of the greatest of
the great words of Scripture. God’s salva-
tion leaves nothing more to id or dom.
To be saved is to be enfolded”in His arms
now, safe and satisfid ; to be admitted into
Hig presence in the eternal glory beyond.

[October 29
6. Laughter and #i.ging, Ps. 1268 : 1. A
“double” flower; alus, too rare! The

Christian life, especially in these days, isupt
to be pitched in 8 minor key. The struggle
against prevailing evil is o strenuous, or we
so weakly yield to evil, that there seems to
be no heart left for honest, hearty rejoicing.»
Phil. 4:4 is a right good motto. Show the
rcholars that ount-and-out devotion to God
ghould lead to gladness and not to sadnres.

6. Sow in tears, 5. A night flower, this
patient scattering of the precious seed of faith-
ful endeavor in God’s cause, whether to per-
fect our own character or to save and help
others.

7. Reap injoy, 5.

¢ By-and-by the harvest, and the labor
ended, ’
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the
sheaves.”

TOPICS FOR BRIEF PAPERS

(To be assigned the Sabbath pr(»\'iu\\;\. Only one u.pic.shonhl be given to each scholar.

Sometimes all may be asked to write on the saie topic.

class.)

1. How completely God forgives sin.

2. How glad those forgiven should be.

The papers to be read out in the

3. How richly those shall reap who patiently sow.

=4

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

God’s Favor Brings Fourfold Blessing

FORGIVENESS, v. 2

REVIVAL, v. 6
BOUNTY, v. 12

GLADNESS, Ps. 126




Herrs ror Tracuers or THE LitTLe ONES, BY Miss Jewie A. Mu~go, ToroNTO

FOURTH QUARTER
STUupiRs IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

Preview -

The lessons of this quarter close the six
vears’ course of studies in the Holy Serip-
tures. They belong to the period of the
Restoration, when God ‘“turned again the
captivity ”’ of His people, and brought them
once more into their own land. It was a
period of countless blessings, and thercfore
a time for abundant and joyous thanks-
givings. The memory of those brighy days
was to be an inspiration and uplift to the
faithful soals who still kept heart and hope
through the long, weary centuries, when
wave after wave of calamity broke over the

Text for the Quarter strikes the key-note of
the lessons :

“ BLess THr LorD, O MY 80UL, ANDD FORGET
NOT ALL HIS BENEFITS.”'

On each Sabbath of the-thirteen we are to
consider ono of Goo's Bexermms. 1. His
House. 2. lelp in trouble, 3. His presence
inperil. 4. Guidance m{el:plexity. 6. De-
liverance from bondage. 6. The privilege of
praver. 7. Protection from enemies. 8. Iix
holy Word. 9. Warnings against sin. 10
The Sabbath Day. The opport-nn\t.y o

nation and it seemed as if the promised |give. 12. Promises of éood. 13. The Won-
Messiah would never come. The Golden | derful Savior. .
[

LESSON I.—October 1, 1899
Jov 1x Gon's Housg, Ps. 122

Preview THOUGHT FOR THE QUARTER :

God datly londetb us with benefits

Golden Te‘xt«—l was glad when they [of the good things God gives us—food,
said unto me, let us go into the house of the | clotbing, pure water, fresh air and bright

Lord.—Ps, 122: 1. *
To-Day’s Lesson Thought—I
love God's house.

Oonnection—For a number
of Sundays we have been hear-
ing about our Heavenly Father's
care for us. (Recall Golden Text
for last quarter—*‘ The angel of
the Lord encampeth,” etc.) We
are now to hear for twelve
Sundays about some of the
good things God has given ua
(benefite). I wonder how many.
of you little ones have ever
given a gift to anyone? Ithink
you have all received gifts very
often, (Let them tell of some of
their gifts.) When people get

sunshine, refreshing showers, home, friends,

should | schools, etc.).

-,

LS. SRR A N

,things that help them and do themr good ' mmmrrm&fsm

these things are called bewefits or  “good

things.”” Ask the children to think of eome‘

church). Whoee house is it? The place
where we go to worship God and ing praises
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316 Haman’s Plot

A

Against the Jews

. [October 8

to Him and hear the minister speak about God
and Jesus Christ. God’s house is a great
bengit. In piaces ,where there are no
churches the people do not hear about God
and they do rﬁy wicked things. They are
often cruel to their little children. How
thankful we should be that we have God’s
house ! 1t is because God sent us that great
gift, His Son Jesus Christ, that we have so
many churches built in which to worship
Him, and to learn what He wants us to do.

‘What did the children of Israel call their
beautiful church buiit on the hills at Jeru-
salem? They loved it more than their own
homes. They were vo glad whes God set
them free and let themn go back 1o their own
land and they were full of thanksgiving
to him. (Describe the Eastern custom of
parties of travellery journeying through the
country, singing to cheer themselves on
their way. Picture the children of Israel re-
turning to their beloved city, singing as they
went.) .

Do the children remember about the shep-
herd boy Duvid, the sweet singer, who wrote

the beautiful songs (Psalms) we sing in our
churches ? We are going fo hear the words
of one of these beautiful songs which the
peaple of Israel sang as they climbed the
hills towards Jerusalem, thinking of their,
Temple and beautiful ¢ity. Read the lesson .
and explain. Repeat Golden Text. (This
song was also sung when they were going up
to worship at the Temple at their great feasts
three times every year.)

Practical Thoughts—Love God’s house.
Be glad and thankful to go to church and Sun-
day-school. Be gquiet and reverent when
there. Listen toall minister and teachers eay.
Work for our church and Sunday-school.
Pray God to bless the work. Give all the
time and money you can for God's work.
Help to build churches in heathen countries,

Prepare an oblong card on which is writ-
ten the ‘“ benefit” we have beén talking
about, ¢ His House.”” Each Sunday a block
may be added, till a pyramid is formed which

may be used for Review Sunday. (Pin the
blocks on a corner of the board.)

[

LESSON IL—Q@ctober 8, 1899
HaMaN’s Pror Acainst THE Jews, Esther 3: 1-11
Preview ThoveHT ForR THE QuarTer : BGod dailp loadeth us with benefits

Golden Text—If Goud be for us who Conneckioh—Reference to the ‘¢ benefit
can be againet us.—Rom. 8 : 8l. block will recall the fact that God has giv.
L = ‘ en us His House. Recall

" Practical Thoughts.

. The I.euon.J (Teuchers
should be familiar with the
. whole Book of Esther in order to
place the dramnatic scenes vivid.
ly before the children.)
In the beautiful Pplace at
8hushan, in Persia, the country
- where the children of Israel had
been_living for 80 many years,
there dwelt a great king with a
strange name, Ahasuerus, and
his beautiful queen, FEsther.
: - . They had beautiful things all
To-day’s Lesson Thought—God is our|around them. Lovely flowers grew a-
shield. round the palace, the name Shushan
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means “‘a lily”, so called because of the| He was getting ready to do tg‘is, but God
number of beautiful lilies which grew |did not forget His people in their trouble."

there. Ahasuerus was not a good man.
He loved strong drink and did many wrong
things, but Esther wad a good woman.
She was one of the children of Isradl (or
Jews). They had not all returned to Jerus-
alem. Bome gtill stayed in Babylon, and
among them were Mordecai and his niece,
Esther. The kingeaw this beautiful Jewish
girl and loved her and made her his queen.

There was a man named Haman, whom
the king had madea great man. The king
said everybody must bow down to Haman.
Mordecai said he would not bow down and
worship any man. He would bow down only
to his God. (Do you remember somebody
else th would not bow down to a king
and was'put in & place of great danger and
God took care of him?) Haman was very
angry and got the king to promise that all
the children of Israel who had stayed in
that country should be killed. Ahasuerus
drank strong drink and that made him do
many wrong things, for he sometimes did
not know what he was saying. Haman did
not Jove our God and wanted to kill all God’s
people.

The wicked Haman was himself put to death
and Mordecai and the rest of the Jews sav-
ed. We ahall hear more about the story next
Sunday. God'alwayasends help in trouble,
if we tell Him our troubles. (Repeat Golden
Text.)

God always took care of the children of
Israel, because they were His own chosen
people who were to go to the different parts
of the world and tell others of God. Ex-
plain theuse of a shield. In time of danger
we like to hide behind something. (Don's
you often hide behind mother’s skirts when
you sre afraid ?) God is just like a shield for
us. We need” fear no danger when He ia
fighting for us and going before us.

Practical Thoughts—God is my shield.
I need fear no evil.
Add another “beneﬁt" block ‘¢ Help in
Trouble.” .
“Do you think how many children go to
little beds at night,

And withouta care or sorrow,wake up in the
morning \light ?

God in heaven each name can tell, knows us
all and loves us well.”

T /\ b
LESSON IIL.—October 15, 1899~

Fsruer Prkaping ror Her ProrLE, FAtherB

PreEviEW THOUGHT FOR THE QUARTER :

Golden Text—Commit thy way unto
the Lord ; trust also in him ; and he shall
brmg it to pass.—Ps. 37 : 6.

To-day’-l-ouon Thought—We ‘should
tell everything to God.

Connection —Pin on the board the name
“ Estagr,”” cut out of silver paper (or
white. Underneath this may be a golden
crown. The name Esther'means ‘‘ a star.”’y
Do you remember the beautiful young quéen:
of whom we spoke last Sunday? And her
uncle, who would not bow dowp to the
wiced Haman? We are to hear more
about this good Queen Esther—for che was
good as well as beautiful.

The Lesson—When God’s people heard

3-8, 1)-[4
Bod batlr loabetb us with benefits

that the king was going to le} them all he
killed, they were in gredt trouble, and went
about the streets weeping and wailing.
Queen Esther’s servants heard abouf it and
went and told the queen. B8he was very
sorry for her people, agd sent to try to com-
fort her uncle Mordecai. He sent her a
copy of the king’s letter saying that all the
Jews ghould he killed, and he told the ser-
vants to tell Esther that ehe must go to King
Ahasuerus and beg him to let her people
live. Explain the great difficulty of getting
into the king’s presence. (The queen lived -
in another part of the great\palace. See
"] diagram, page 806.) Explain the ceremony
of holding out the golden sceptre as a sign
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that the king would gpeak with the person
to whom it was held out.

Before Esther went to the king she asked
her friends to fast. (Explain.) This im-
plies prayer, confession of gin and belief in
God. They fusted for three days, and told
God all their trouble, and asked Him to
help them. Then the queen went bravely
. to the king to plead for her people. She put

CWE EA T IR,
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on a begutiful dress, and her face was vory
beautiful, full of love for her people and a
determination, by God’s help, to save them

Tell the story as given in the lesson.  The
children will be interested in all the details
of Esther’s reception by the king. Impress
the thought in vemses 7, 15, 16, 17. God
always punishes the wicked in some way.

&mn.founwyiofm

[October 22
When we really trust (vod our prayem are
answered and we have peace and joy and
honor. Repeas Golden Toxt.

Queen Esther loved her eountry and her
people, and was willing to do anything for
them, even to suffering the king's anger and -
being cast off by him. She was unselfish
and brave, and trusted in God for help.

Teach Golden Text. -

Practical Thoughts — W
should love our country and
all the people injit, and be
willing to help in  anything
that is tor the good of our
neighbors. (We can plead with
our rulers to put away strong
drink, which is killing many
of our people. Little chil-
dren can help by being ““cold
water’ boye and girls) Al
beauty and all talents ghould
be used for God’s glory and
for the good of others. We
should be brave and unselfish
—ready to help others in need. Weo
should tell everything to God in prayer.

.| IIe will be with usin all dangerand trouble. .

Tell a story of a child’s faith in prayer and
the answer received.

Another * benefit’’ block, ¢ IHis presence
in danger.”

[7aaian>]
LESSON 1V.—October 22, 1399
Ezra's JourNky 10 JERUSALEM, Ezra 8 : 21-32

Preview THOUGHT FOR THE QUARTER :

Golden Text—The hand of our God i
upon all them for good that seck him.—
Fira8:22

To-day’s Lesson Thought—-(%od is our
guide,

~ Oomnection—S8ix of the little ones may
stand before the clows, each holding up one
of thesilver letters of the name ‘‘ Esther."
Ask different children to tell something
they remember about Fsther. Recall the
story and the thoughtsgained from it.

The Lesson—I wonder how many of you

®od daflyp loadeth us‘\vltb benefits

went on a journey any place this summer?
Did you go with father and mother on the
boat or train? We are going to hear to-day
about a man who went on a journey. But it
was & very long journey, and he had no
train or boat to go on. He had to go on
the back of a horse or mule or walk all the
way,

Hawe ready a roll representing the parch-
ment 161l or book- of Bible times—(A long
strip of brown paper, about Lalf a yard wide,
rolled on & round stick will answer the pur-



1899]

Ezrdla Journey to Jerusalem

319

pose). Shew this to the children and tell
them this was the way all books were made
then. There was no printing ; there were no
books like ours. Everything was written on
parchment rolls by men called geribes. We
are going to hear about one of these scribes.
His name was Ezra, (Write it). e isthe
man who told us about the children of Isracl
going home to Jerusalem. He was a very
good man and loved and trusted
God. He lived in Babylon.
(Draw a square). He was one
of the children of Israel who
had stayed in Babylon. He was
a teacher.

Thisstory I am going to tell
you happened 15 years (ten
fingers and five more) after
Queen Esther saved her people.

You remember a great many
of the children of Israel went -
back to Jerusalem — (another
square). They got very care-
less after a while and forgot
God, after all His care over
them. FEzra knew that they were not
keeping God's laws, not dofhg what was
pleasing to God. So he asked the king to
give him men and money to go to Jerusalem
to teach the people and lead them to serve
God egain. He got a great ;nany people to
go with him—fathers and mothers and little
children, too. They all gathered on the
banks of the river Ahava, and fasted and
prayed to God that He would show them the
right way for themselves and for their little
" ones before they set out on their journey.

There were enemies along the rond, but
Ezra would not ask the king to send soldicrs
to guard them from theso enemies, becausa
he had told the king (Ciolden Text), and
he wanted the king and everybody else
to know, that God would take care of the peo-
ple who loved Him and would show thom
the safe and right way to go.

Tell the lesson story slmpiy,impmng the

tholkht of the guiding hand of God, when
we do not know what is the right thing to

do. THustrate the meaning of a * guide.”
Bpeak of the ‘‘still, small voice” of con-
science. If we listen to it, we shall always .
be guided aright. That is the way God
speaks to us now.

Practical Thoughts—God is my guide.
Ishall pray to Him at all times. He will
show me the right way to do in everything.

The ‘‘benefit’ block is ‘“His guiding
hand.” ‘

Nork BY Eprror.—The lesson for October 29, PsaLus op DELITERANCE, is held over for

want of space. It will be found in the November Traciigrs MosrHLy,

which will be sent

out in good #ime for the last Sabbath of October.

a
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THE 800K PAGE

Books for review to be aet to Editor, TEACHERS
MonTury, Rooh 8, Confederation Life Build-
ingl, Toronto.

Y &

Pronexr Lire 1N Zokka, by Rev. W. A
MacKay, B.A., D.D.; introduction by Hon,
G. W, i(mn, LL.D., Minister of Fducation
for Ontario ; with portraits and illtstrations,

bound in ta L pri 5 ; William
t Briggs, Toron ZIAN% o

*No better stuff stood beside Nelson on
beard the Vidory; no better stuff climbed
the heights of Alna orcl d the dervishes
at Khartoum,” says the Minister of Educa-
in his preface to Dr. MacKay’s picture of the
pioneers of Zorra. Picked men the early
settlers of the Province of Ontario were and
valiant was their le to make & home for
themsel ves and their children in the forest.
How splendidly they succeeded, and wimt a
leritage they have left, not only of emiling
fields and orchards and growing towns, but
of the appliances of a free civic 'Fovernment,
of education and of religion!: The swr{'of
those heroic days every Canadian child
should know.

Zorra was specially notable for thé sturdy
religious type of ita first settlers, and Dr.
MacKay's foot is on his native heath when
he describes these men and their ways,
The description is at once vivid, instructive
and entertaining. *‘Tle Pioneer and the
fabbath,” “The Men's Day," “An Old
Comnmunion Sabbath,”” ‘‘ Pioneer Songs,”
*(3hosts, Witches and Goblins,” ““Zorra’s
Famous Missionary.”’ are some of the head-

There is a fine admixture of thegrave

in|
an%s.the y. The description of the old-
fashioned catechizing, for example, is en-

livened by such incidents as the following :
“ A boy, who had been epecially trained by
his mother in good manners, was being ex-
amined on the pamqe, ¢ All have sinned.’
“Now, my boy,’ said the minister, ‘doesthat
menn that every one of us has sinned?’ put-
ting emphasis on ‘every one.’ The boy,
hesitated, fearing an affirmative answer, lest
he might cast a reflection on the clsracter of
the pastor. Butona x%ition of the ques-
tion the lad replied s ‘K one has sinned
except yoursel' and the elders.” He baved
his manners at the expensac of his theology.’’
The book is slightly higher. in price than
the usual run of books for Sabbath 8chool
libraries. This will not deter schools from
urchasing, a8 it is good value for the money.
t will stimulate both the religious life and
the patriotism of old and young.
Tﬁ:'},mgedy ot the -Huguenots never loses
ite sad charm. True to France and her mon-
archs, long aftur these huuted them like

]

The Book Page
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citizens whom France could ill afford to lose,
her best blood, indeed, whose loss she sorely
fecls even to thisday. How Tuey Kerr Tug
Farn, by Grace ymond (Presbyterian
Board of Publication, Richmond, Va.; pp.
JRY, price 8l. ,gwea a glimpse of those
heroic days. .l;l'he nterest of the book turns
on the struggle betweer? love of kindred and
faithfulness to God and conscience. The
story is gomewh®t long drawn out ; a hun-
dr e8 less would have been better. But
the plot is well conceived, and one feels
Erateful, as he reads, for two things, that we

ave come upon hafsier days, and that,
when evil days do befall the Church of Gl,
His suffices ; yea, is magnified, for it is
the heroisin of such times that puta iron into
the blood of God's servants in the softer ages
that follow.

Taet Asining Law. Twelve addresses on
the Ten Commandments. By the Rev.
James Aitken, M.A. Pages 191. Price 75

OlipLant, Anderso] iex, Edin-
bu naor. old topic, but the
book has a breath of freshness, The pre-
vailing note is the positive side rather th:an
the negative side of the Commandments,
what we should do, rather than what we
should not do. The very titles of the chap-
ters will suggest to ministers and teachers
an original treatment of the commandments ;
for example, Exclusive Worship (First Comn-
mandment), The Soul of Reverence (Third
Commandment), The Hallowing of the
Home (Seventh Commandment), The Grace
of Contentment (Tenth Commandment).

THE OLnest TRADE IN THE WORLD By the’
Rev. George H. Morrison, M.A. 183 pages.
Price 50 cts. Same publishers; the tenth
and concluding volume of she * Golden
Nails”’ sgeries of addresses to the young.
'n:i adldp:eep are such as children wil{
read, which 18 & great to say ‘o
books of this msort intended ior children.
The ‘‘ Golden Nails’ series is a good one for
Sabbath 8chool libraries.

HANDEL'S MEsstan; Gem Edition. 181

pages, %5 cents. 8, r & Sons, Londgn.
An exquisite mm%mrﬁ’ n‘.h‘A

complete and quite legible, although minute
transcript of the Messiah, words and music.
Music lovers will like to have it.

Danaxrs or CHRIFTIAN SciENcE: By Rev. 8.1

K. Winn, D.D.: 20 , price 2 centa.
b%m%znmemmﬁm, Rich-
mond, Vi owever toolish_and fantastic

the claims of Christian Science may seem to
sober-minded ple to be, it ia important
that they should be met, Dr. Winn has fair-
ly done this from Scriptur: and common
sense, Where Mra. Eddy’s doctrines are

cta,

partridges t;m the mountains, and leaving
their coun!

y only as a last reeort, they were

being promulgated, it might bagood policy to
guppﬁy the antidote in this convenient form,
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Oxford Bible for Teachers:

Paper Printing belps Fllustrations ‘

P -

. IN ADVANCE OF ALL OTHERS

“Since 1880 the ‘Oxford ' Teachers’ Bible has been acknowledged the greateste:
book marvel of modern times. The publishess have just brought out an edition
with revised helps which again puts this work clearly in advance of all otheis.”
—Sunday-Schoo! Magasine.”,

The Paper > '

¢ The India paper, in which w3 believe this Company leads the world, has made a refGlution in the artof
printing.”— The Living Chnrch. .
“ A marvel of paper-making.” —7ke Losdon Times.
*¢ The exquisite Oxford India Paper is a perfect miracle of manufacture. Though so thin the print never shows
through, and yet thé type is perfectly clear and legible.”— The Spgctalos. - . .
- No other paper has yet been made that can approach it for its wonderful capagity, great toughness and softness,
und its agreeable tone, nor for the ease with which THR PAGES CAN BR TURNE

The Printing | .

“ Its letterpress is remarkably clear and distinct. This is appreciated the more b IT 15 UNC ON N
BIBLKS. Lonni and close attention to the print of ordinary Bibles strains the strongest eyas, but the * Oxford’ is not
an ordinary Bible in this or.in any other respect.”— Tk« ?ﬁrilh’an Nation. .

** The printing is worthy of the’paper, and more than this it is impossible to say.” — The*Guardian.

The belps ~ .

Rxv. F. N. PerouseT, D.D., author of Peloubet’s Notes on the International Lessons, says, Jan. 14, 1899 ¢

‘' I have been comparing the two editions of the ‘ Oxford ' Helps, your new one with mine dated 18¢3. Yout
appendix, and especially the new plates, and more especially the descriptions- of them, wbich are a wholly new
(l‘::un, ?dd greatly to the value of these ‘ Helps.” 1 shall refer to them as often as 1 can’ in my Notes on the

ons.” .

TAs Christiam Advocate, Nashville, Tenn.,says : » !

‘' The ‘ Helps”’ ate real helps. Unlike those in many of the cheap Bibles, they are not simply thrown together in
hodgepodge fashion, but represent the freshest and ablest work of the furemost modermscholars.”

The Interior, Chicapo. 1L, says: °

*“* Helps’ prepared for this work by the most eminent Biblical scholars of the day, and revised uga to the latest
ponible date, to kegp in touch with the last discoveries of science, the last lizhts of iuterpretation.  This edition has .

in former issues, 1 sale of over two milion copies, and it is safe o say that nothing offers cven faiy com-

in)‘ln with it in general favor.”

The Toronto Globe says :

* The most instructive and exhaustive compendiam of every kind of information csaential to Bible study.”

/

The Flustrations

‘Tk Swnday School Times, Sept. 17, 1898, says, referring to the illustrations : .
* 1a this deparhuent this Bible is probably /ar swperior 10 any other of thuse common'y called Teachers’ Bibles.

‘Prob 'bly there does not exist another equally pact ¢ of the kind." B .
- All Dsaominations concar in recommending the Oxford Bible for Teachers. o
’ &2 Upwards of 2,000,000 ceples of former editions have been soid.
[T . . ’
LONDON : HENRY FROWDE ’
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS WAREHOUSK, AMEN CORNER, EC. . a )

.

NEW YORK! gt aNp 93 FirT Avr. .
And sold by all booksel'ers throughout ths Dominion ) -
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REMINGTON . . -
TYPEWRITER [0 4000 cople
Y Becauss it is the one mest denerally and extensively used Drawing, Music, Typewriting,

B i the business world. There is, and always will be, & One-third the price of Printing.”" [’
~demmand for first rate REMINGTON operators. CHAS. E. ARCHBALD,

)
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§. _Specia] Educational Frices for rental and sale oo ap-  « - 45 Adelaide 8t. East, Toronto
plicetion.: Typewriter Dealer and Sta: joner. ¥
- Pasmphlets aiid full information Frexs for the asking. Macey Card index Systeom. ¥

%

BRANCH OFFICES - b 0'Connor St., OT}'AWA ; 47 Mala St. East, HANILTON.
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