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Editorial. , -

A FRIEND souds us the, following :—A pastor's wife has

juat bean remarking that her husband always felt that he
could cnount on the members of the Circles when prepar-
ing for any spiritusl movement in the church. He knew
that they would not need to be aroused like 8o muny church
members. Doubtlesa this ia true of many Circles. Ia it
not almost universally the case that those who are in
sympathy with Christ in the matter of zeal for the per-
ishing heathen, are also slive to every good work nearer
home 1

COVENTION NOTICES.

The twentieth annual meeting of tho Woman's Baptist
Home and Foreign Miesion Societies of Ontario West,
will be held in the Baptist Church, Galt, on the 19thand
20th of May. The 20th will be Foreign Mission day.
Each Circle is entitled to two delegates for a membership
of 20 or less; for each additional 20, one delegate.
These delegates must be full members of the Society,
that is, eitHer life members or contributors of at lenst
81 a yoar to the Woman's Foreign Mission Scciety.

Boarn MeeTives,

A meeting of the Foreign Mission Board will be held
in the Baptist Church, Galt, Tuesday, May 18th at 7.30
p-m. Members of the Foreign Board will need to leave
Toronto by the C. P. R. train 4 p.m.  No cards will be
sent to members of the Board,

CERTIFIUATES,

Railway certificates can bo obtained from sgents at
starting points, on purchasing a first-class full rate (one
way) ticket. If delegates travel over two lines it will be
necessary to purchaso tickets and obtain certificates frowm
each railway. These cortificates must be surrendered to
ticket agents at place of meeting ten minutes before train
time, when return tickets will be issued at one-third fare.

The certificates are only good for use three daya after
the meetings close, and if the delegates go and return on

the same line, ¢
A. MovLe, Rec. Séo.

Mus:-Yuie's Dearn.—The recent death of Mrs. P, 8,
V. Yule removes from our midst-one of the ablest and
most devoted of the friends of miasions. Her writings in
prose and verse avefermented with the spirit of-missions,
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and she will long be remembered as one of the noblest of
Christinn women. We intend to publish a portrait and
“sketch next month.
**LEAN HARD.”
Il Corinthiane xii ¢ 12,
A messenger from Christ,the Lord
To hoathen women taught the word
Of Lovo and ite reward,
"And whon her weariness was seon,

Ono said to her, ¢ Against me lean,
And, since you love, lean hard.”

For us tho Saviour’s blood was shed ;
Ho freoly suffered in our stead,’ -
And stil} our lives doth guard.
Can we for Him all solf forsake
And say, whilo we His burden take, :
“* 8ince Thou dost love, lean hard ?"

When called to
here tant
And all our steps retard, .
Can we the true devotion show !
To say to Him, while forth wo go,
‘“Binte Thou dost love, lean hard 7

Can we His hungry orphans feed,
And by His loved ones in their need,
Keep patient watch and word?
Can wo accopt such work with joy
And say, why He doth ue employ,
** Bince Thou doat Jovoe, lean hurd ¥

Can wo our cholcest treasures give,

That dying ones may rise and live?
Can we thoir need rogard?

Cun we for Himendure cach frown

And say, by lives for Him laid dowa,
**Since Thou dost love, lean hard?”

Oh may that love our bearts inspire,
Which tuged so well the sacred lyro
Of Israel’s king and bard :
Then while all clse may Pass sway
Truo blias is ours while we con say : —
‘*Bince Thou dost lpve, lean hard:“.

Colborne, Ont. - T. Watson,

tread oo thorny ground,

ON HALF RATIONS.

[ was coming from one of my appointments, and beiuy
weary sat down to rest a little. Juat then a cart osme
rattling by, and the driver asked me to ride. I accepted
and took a seat in his cart. As we went on our way, »
conversation took place : *‘ Are these bullocks and cart
yours?” * No, they belong to Savakar (merchant or
money lender), T am only a ‘servént.” * What pay d-
you got 1" **8ix-rupees, sir.” ‘“How many in your
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family 7 ¢ My wife, two children and two relstives,
busides 1y-younger brother and his wife.” ** How many
of you have employment?” ‘‘My brother and L”
How much dnes your brother get 7" ** The same, six
rupees.” ** But how do you manage on this now that
prices are so high1”. **This morning I had one cake
uuly, at noon one, and to-night I'll have one.”

I looked at the fow strips of old dirty ragged cloth he
had wound rouud his heud, st his thin arms and bony
legs, and then continued : ** Bub when jowari (a kind
of grain) was twenty-four seers (quarts) instend of nine
fur thesrupoe, you found it easy to get on!" His face
brightening up, he said, ** Yes, then I ato two cakes at o
lllUl\l." ceenF - )

Then it dawned on me, this is the solution of the difti-
culty of high prices and low pay, they simply<educe ra-
tins to half, and the ditficultyis solved. He did nut
murmur nor complain, nor abuse anybody, but his ap-
|uarance waa to me convincing testimony that he told the
truth sbout the one cake at a meal.

I then asked why he thought the famine had come upon
us. He aaid : ** Because the sins of the people are in-
cru;med."
killings, T ssid, ** What sin?” He then went over a
list which T do not mentiou here, saying, ‘* While theso
things are done will not famines come 7"

This was tho case of 8 man who has regular employ-
mont, something to keep soul and body together, but
thore are many who have no employment, no grain, no
m-ney, what must they do { It ia this class of people we
are trying to help. '

D. (). ExNeBERUER,
Mothodist Episcopal Mission,
Gulbarga, Nizan's Dominions.
From the Bombay Guardian. .

THE CONDITION OF OUR OWN AUXILIARY.

A LENMON LEAFLET BY MRS, L. R. NORTON.

Supplementary to the lesson auggested s ** Life and Laght,
March, 1897.

Our Auxiliary. —It is by no means dead or in a dying
comdition ; it is a living, working organization.

We may say the same of a child; it is living, taking its
daily food, walking, sometimes ruuning, going daily to
school, learning its lessons ; it is by no means dead or
apparently in a dying condition. But is the parent satis-
tied 7 No, the child’s wan face, puny hands, pale lips,
weary ways, tired looks, at times give anxious thought.
Something must be done : the dear child lives, but does
not grow. A physician is called. He aays, * This cannot
o on, wo must filnd a remedy ; into this little body must
be put somethingto awaken ita vital forces and set them
o doing their duty. The forces are there, but they are
asleep ; they want rousing and we shall then have a
vigorous growth.”

He ﬁntFut the remedy, and when faithfully applied the

But to make sure, he did not mean corn-
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child grows and delights the parent by its bounding step
and elastic motion.

Now, this is the condition of our Auxiliary, holding its
meetings rogularly, with an average attendance and mem-
bership, giving just about the aame amount of money every
year, praying *‘ Thy kingdom come,” keeping awake
through all the exercises, unless it be & warm June after-
noon, or a very cold one in winter and the room too
close ; loyal to the leader, congratulating her on the in-
terest of her topics ; taking copies of Life and Light, if
kindly reminded when subscriptions have expired and
affectionately invited to renew ; and resding the annual
report of our vwn Branch when it is put into her hands,
and she is urged to read it before it reaches the waste
basket.

.Our Auxiliary is s live orgnnization, but look at its wan
features, its languid ways, its dull eye : it surely lives,
but does not grow. Somethinyg must be put into its form
to awaken and stimulate the living forces that are asleep.
Wo will call a phyaicinn, and he must be a specialist. Let
us be present while he examines. the patient, hear what
remedies he suggests, and copy his prescription.

Electricity is a wonderful force, adapted to ajmost vvery
material to give it action. Fill yourselves with the elec-
tricity gained from knowledgo of the subject and deop
love for Christ, and by private personal interview impart
it to each member of the existing body. Applgit again
and again by repeated interviews till the hfe{blyod be-
gins to start, then infuse new elements into this y.

A leader invited & young lady recaptly graduated fro
oue of our colleges to writo something of the juf
wark in her college. **I cannot, I know nofhing about
it, I never attended the meetings,” was her reply. The
leader then said, ** Will you come down and see wme this
weok 1" She came, and her friend having asked hor ten
yuestions pertaining to the subjeot, said, ** Now will you
please go homo and write out the answers you have given
mo, linking them together with some other items which
these questions have suggested to you, and it will be just
what T want. Besides, have you not some college friend
who did attend the meetings, from whom you can get
other itema 1" Not quite satisfied with the material thus
ubtained this young lady made a visit to her Alma Maler,
and as a result produced such an interesting paper that
it has been used in many other auxiliarics, has geen heard
with interest in a Branch meeting, and is sjill on its
travels, sowing.good seed and interesting young and old.
The {oung lady is in a different town and State teaching.
The leader informs her of the interest her paper is awak-
vning, and urges her to find out if there is ar Auxiliary
in the church she is attending, and if there is, to be sure
a.}rlxd go to the meetings and write to our Auxiliary about
them.

Other young ladies not regular attendants are asked to
write on such topics as the following: ** Why ought 1
to be interested in Foreign Missions 7” ‘* Of what ad-
vantage will it be to me to be intercsted 1 *‘ Reasons
why I am not interested.” The hour spent in listeniug
to these Ku ors, with prayer and praise, is one of the
most profitable of the year. It awakens in the hearts of
the {oung ladies a destre to have a share in this study,
and leads them to attend the meetings. One leader in-
vited three of her faithful helpers to write on the ques-
tions: ‘*How I first became interested in Foreigon :
sions? Is my interest growing? If not, why not 1
One of these ladies was over aixty years of age, & person
of good mental ?_bility, but. whoge sphere in life had been




116

middle life, who had superior intellectual powers, who
has written much for the press, and whose life had been
spent mostly among- highly cultured people. The third
was 8 young lady only twenty years old, a student in a
normal school, an orphan brought up by a severe aunt,
and who'was won to accept Christ by the swestness of
her Bundsy school teacher’s life, and to strongly desire
to give the gospel to heathen children because her own
aad life had been 80 blessed by the knowledge of Christ.
These papers, from such entirely different sources, an-
swering the syme question were very interesting, and
awskened new thoughts. The meeting was s very full
one, for the leader had announced the topic in the local
paper, and sent notes of invitation to others who might
come from courtesy, and who were afterwards heard to

say thuy had no idea missionary meetings were so inter-,

esting, and have since come again and agaip.

Get duplicate copies of Life and Light and Mission
Studies. Out out a particularly interesting letter or
artiole ; paste it conneotedly on white, strong wrapping
paper, trim it neatly, put it in an envelope with your
own visiting card or a note, and send through the oftice
to oho of these ladios, asking her to read it and pass it on
to a friend and return it to you, Before this is forgotten
send another, being sure next time you meet tu inquj
if she was interested, and following each such effort wi
» special prayer for a blessing upon it.

t the leader take two copies of Life and Light, one
to preserve for future reference and the other to lend.
Mark some one article in the one you Jend, not just
across at the top, but mark sentences, paragraphs, and
make pencil comments at the side ; ask her to mark any-
thing she specially enjoys. We all know how much
more interesting a book is which has traces of anothers
reading in marked passages. Why not try it in mission-
ary reading 7

Got the monthly letters from the Independent; cut out
extracts and send them out to work for the cause. Now
and then a fine bit is found in a secular papers ; suve it
and give it wings. One leader wrote s very interesting
and suggestive paper, compiled entirely of items of mis-
sionary intelligence gathered from the secular paper of
one week, in the form of a diary, dating each day's
gleanings. It was a matter of great surprise that so
much profitable matter could be obtained from that
source. LoBk for it and you will surely find it.

Take the missionary (Pen or magazines of the other
denominations. Dolightful things are sometimes in
them that are not bouc%ed apon in our own. Be in geb
sonal friendly correspondence with some oue in each of
the other denominsations. This can easily be done even
with a stranger whom you have never seen. You will
find, if you write to the president or leader of a Branch
asking for methods of work, that she, too, is eager for
information, and you roay be able to return the favor,
and soon friendly and helpful relations exist, your heart
is enhr§a¢ and your work made more interesting and
profitable. Throw out your line as far as your pen can
reach, and have four or five hooks on the end. Draw it
ia slowly, and on some one of these there will surcly be
something worth your effort.

One leader of my acquaintance takes Life and Light,
Mission Studies, Missionary Herald, Woman's Work for
Woman, The Hel i:z Hand, Congregational Work, Cana-
dian Missionary fz , Gospel in AUl Lands, and Mission-
ary Review; a friend sends her a copy of the Independent
containing the missionary letters ; she is in correapond-
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" somewhat limited. The second was a person in eal;ly

ence with some missionary in Japan, China, Micronesis,
Indis, and, best of all, has a dear young lady who went
from her own church to India, and whose parsonsl lotters
always bring a message from her to every meeting.

Enthusiasm, Enthusisam, Enthusiasm ie the motto
now, and varioty must go with it. A wide-awake life
can never be sustained by spending one hour monthly
bounding s foreign country, giving its ares, population,
and number of missionarics there, and reading one letter
from a miesionary who is not even known by name.
Takw one particular missionary, find out what wero the
influences surrounding her early life, and what led her
to enter the foreign feld ; follow her in her journey, sit
besido her in the hours when home and deat ones are
tugging away at her heartstrings, and winds and waves
aro bearing her away from them ; 'do not formake her
while she struggles with the intricacies of a foreign
language ; take her in your arms to Him whose. love
surpasses all othors, and through whose streugth she can
do all things. By thia time she will have become en-
deared to you as a personal frijend. Then take her to
your montﬂly meoting aud introduce her as your friend
and an their friend. Tell the Christian women beforo
you what sbe is doing to advance the kingdom, and thus
put them in close touch with her aa a friend, s sister, &
missionary, then with her field and the work at large.

Hotw Shall There be Mors Giving f—Increass of inter-
est will prompt generous giving. Personal solicitation
at o stated time overy year will in time associate the gift
with ita objeot. If conveniont let the same person solicit
year after year, one who is herself thoroughly interested
in the object for which she pleads. I Eave come now
for your usual offering to foreign work. I hope you have
been thinking about it and have it rendy. The famine
in India, the desolation in Turkey make large demands
on our benevolonces ; the dear missionaries whoas work
has been so orippled by retrenchment necd to see that
those who hold bﬁe ropes at home are in sympathy with
them. What a joy it would be to them if wo could
incroase our gifta this yoar I*

Help all to feel that & small gift is to be desired if no
more can be spared. Do not neglect to ask a gift of
those you know can give but little, and assure them their -
small gifta are apprecinted.

The dropping of a special gift in some receptacle ussd
for such purposes after every meeting as a thank oﬁerins
for whntgms beon learned or enjoyed may help to hol
in mind the thoughts of the day.

How Shall we Gein More Spiritual Power f—S8oime ono
has said it is not in human nature to be interested in a
people whom wo have never eeen und never expect to
see, who are so entirely unlike ocurselves, .who.may bo
disgusting in personal appearance and practice. Nothihg
but love to Ohrist, the warmest love to Him who died for
such souls as I have described, prompta to faithful earnest
desire to know, to help, to pray. **A liviog, loving
faith is the only permanent source of missionary en-
deavor.” We must take to our meetings & heart full to
overflowing of love for Christ and the souls He has
redeemed. A weok before write a note to four or five of
those who never offer prayer in the meeting, to pray
ovory day that this one may bo spacially helpful, that jts
influence may be felt in rousing interest in some who
have beon indifforent, aud in strengthening and cheering
those who are at the front. Surely those who have
borne this cause to the throne of grace thus will come in
a waiting apirit and receive a blessing, and around by
the way of-heaven will impart one.
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QOur Boripture Lesson must be appropriste—not a
hapter taken at random just before the opening of the
meeting, not s long chapter read to fill up time for lack
of other material. We must be so full of our topic that
we wanb to make time, to lengthen out the hour that
always seeme the shortest in the day. The one thought
brought from Christ's words, selocted a week beforshand
and dwelt on every day snd prayed over, often has a
more hallowed influonce on the waiting heart, lifts it to
higher levels, and makos it receptive to blessad impres-
sions, A short prayer pskiug for s special blessing on
the exeroises, forlowed by tge Soripture Lesson, and
another prayer emphasizing the spirit of the lesson, and
» oloxing prayer, bringing the thought of the hour to Him
whose multiplying power can make small efforts mighty
in results, cannot fail to send us to our homes with new
impulsea tq increase our knowledge, our helpfulness, and
our spiritual power.

Teach us, Lord, Thy cross to bear:
Roverently Thy plaos to sharo ;
More taan ochocs of Thy volco,
Make us partners In Thy cholce !

Liit o3 up to eatch from Theo
World-encirciing sympathy ;
Ardor, strength, and courago give ;
A¢ Thou Nveat, let us llve !

THE GOSPEL IN SONG.
REV. JACOB CHAMBERLAIN, M.D., D.D.

The Hindus, especially the Telugu peopls, are very
fond of poetry aud music. All their ancidfit literature
is in poetic form ; their grammar and geography, their
arithmetic and astronomy, their works on medicine and
science and law that have come down from former ages,
are in poetry, which they always intofie or chant when
they read. Besides thia, they have aweet and melodious
tunes that have descended from great antiquity, and of
theso they are very fotid. Of theso old tunes we make
use a8 a vehiole for the gospel. They have, indeed, been
aung to the praises of their false gods, often to libidinous
words that no respectable man or woman would listen to
without a blush ; but in the desperate conflict that is
going on between the powers of darkness and the powers
of light in India, we take theso old native tunes and
convort them by marrying them to Christian words, and
again send them coursing through the country; and
maay, glad to be able to sing the old tunes to sords that
do not make them blush, will join in singing the new
words for the sake of the old tunes.

I have bofore me the Nistararatnakara, or ** Gospel in
Song,” issued many years ago in the Tegulu language.
[n it the whole plan of salvation is olearly set forth in
song, aet to their most loved native tunes; and many a
Hindu who has received this has begun by trying to see
how thoe new words fitted to the old tune, and has suug
and sung votil he has sung away his prejudices, and has
sung the knowledge and the love of God and of His 8on,

+ .lesus Christ, into hia heart.
Who originated this book we do not know : it was in
, uso in gevoral of the languages of India, boforc it wes
translated into the Telugu ; but we do know that in each
of the eight different languages in which it was issued, it
has been the means of %ea ing many souls out of the
thraldom of Hindu superstition into the liberty of Jesua
Christ. There Are many other poetical tracta, large and
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small, issued with the same intent, whioh are willing]

received and widely sung’ by those who thus gain thewr 8

first knowledgo of Jesus and Hia salvation.

The Telegus also readily catoh up and become ve
fond of our livelier American tunes, especially those wit!
a chorus or refrain ; and we make use of them, for the
novelty of the foreign music sometimes rivets their atten-
tion. Many years ago I translated into Telugu the
children’s hymn, —

“ Jesus loves me ; this I know,
For tho Bible tolls me no,"

aud taught it to the children of our Telugu day-school.
It was scarcely s week hbefore, as I was going through
the narrow streeta of the native town, on horseback, 1
heard singing that sounded natural down a side street.
1 stopped to listen, cautiously, where I could, unobserved,
look down the street to see and hear ; and there was a
little heathen boy, with the men and women around
him, singing away at the top of his voice : ** Jesus loves
me ; this I %mow." A heathen himself, and singing to
them about Josus and His love,

‘“That is proaching the gospel by proxy,” said I to
wyself, a8 I rode away well satisfied to let my little proxy
sing over and over the sweet song of salvation,

he tune of ** Hold the Fort " is one that catches the
ear and ringe in the memory of men of every clime. Go
where you will in foreign lands, it is hummed and
wh‘mt.leg by men, and played by bands who do not even
know the words. This seemed » fitting winged messen-
ger to carry the gospel of our song-loving Telugus, and 1
propared such a mesaage in their language adapted to the
tune, and sent it forth on its journey,

Weo have a Christian song married to one of the most
beautiful of the ancient nativo melodies, that in known
all through the country. / Its theme is the insufficiency
of human schemes and human help to relieve the bur-
dened soul of sin, and the sufficiency and the love of
Christ. - Myself and native assistants have sung this song
in hundreds, yes, in thousands, of different native towns
all up and through the Telugu country. It i& one of
those tunes that lingers on the ear and prompts a
repetition.

The ‘* Gospel in Song "'—who can tell ita power 7 In giv-
ing to the supsrstition-bound Hindua thistacility for song
and love of music, God has put in our-hauds one of our
koeuest woapons. We do wull if we use it to the utmuat,
a8 we try to do ; for I have only hinted at a few of the
many ways in which we use it to bring the matchless
love of Chriast before the sons and daughters of India.

—~From ** In the Tiger Jungle.”

HOW CAN [ HELP THE I-“OREIGN MISSION CAUSE ?

A great migsionary ssid : ‘* Know and you will feel,
know and you will give, know and you will pray.”

I recently asked a bright young girl, a student of the
Boston University, who is & Christian Endeavorer, the
question : ** What kind of work do you think the m‘ja-
sionary doas in the foreign field 7" 8he repliedk I
don't know; I have never thought about it, I
2, l.)oaa that after breakfast a missionary lady takes hor
Bible, goses out and sits down under a tres, and if people
come to her she reads to them.” Iasked : *‘ And is this
all that you think she doesi” She replied : I suppose
that would be all; T can’t think of anything morae.’
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I asked an active and successful young business man,
s leader in Ohristian Endeavor work, how many mis-
sionary books he had ever read. He anawered: *‘ I du
not think I havle ever read ome.” **What,” 1 eaid,
*have you never read your Bible?” * Yes,” he
replied, *‘ but I did not at first think of that as a mis-
sionary book.” ¢ But, aside from that,” I asked, ** have
you never read one missionary book 1" *‘No,” he
replied, *‘ I don’t think I have ; I don’t have much time
for reading.” ‘* Well,” T said, ‘‘you read some, I
snppose ; how much do you read 7" He answered : * 1
read usually one, and sometimes two, daily papers ; five
or six weekly papers, and five or six mouthf magazines. "’

Are there not many Endeavorers who, liﬂe this young
man, have time to inform themselves on almoest every
other subject, excepting that which relates to the pro-
gress of the Kingdom of God on this earth 1

How can I increase the giving of my Christian En-
deavor Society to the foreiyn mission work 1

1. By my own example as a proportionate and self-
denying giver.

2. By encouraging proportionate and self-denying giv-
ing among the members.

3. By interesting outsiders. ~

How comes it that the average giving of Christiana at
home toward the work of giving the Gospel to a thousand
million of heathens and Mohammedans is only about 3
cents a mouth, or 36 cents n year, per church member?
The reasou is that only a few are interested. How can
those who are not interested be reachedi Plainly,
those who are intereated must seek to reach those who
are not interested. Mr. Moody haa said : ** It is better
to sel ten men Lo work than to do ten men's work,”

A lady, at the close of a recent meeting, said to me :
*1 wish I could give ten times as much as I am now
giving, but’it is impossible.” T replied : *‘ Perhaps you
can do something even better than that ; can you not
interest ten others and lead them ench to give as much
as you are now giving, and thus the cause will not only

ain ten times as much, but ten new friends. —MARaARERT
sitol, in The Endeacorer.

BEHOLD WHAT GOD HATH WROUGHT!

In Tahiti, in the South Seas, the missionaries labored
fourteen years without a convert. But while they wore
absent from the Island, Tanhine and another native, who
had been impressed with the truth while laboring in a
missionary’s family gave themselvea to God. ~Soon
Pomare I{ gave up his idol-gods ; and before the return
of the missionaries, in 1811, a wonderful upheaval uf
society had begun. Since that day the converts in Poly-
nesia, those living and those who have died numbered
over 1,000,000 .

When Theebau was inaugurated at Mandalay as King
of Upper Burma, he was a monster of cruelty. The
event was celebrated by a horrible massacre. Among
the victims were several hundred of the nobility, even
some members of the King's own family. When this
city of Mandalay was built, fifty-six young girls were slain,
that the eight gates of the city might by their blood be
asecure from all invaders. Despite captivity and martyr-
dom, missionaries persevered in workf6®the conversion
of the Karens.

Thirty years aftor that inauguration, the Baptist
Missionary Conferouce was held in. Mandalay, and the
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Judson Memorigl Church was dedicated. Burmese
Ohristians had given 8,000 rupoes towards its cost; a
native Karen choir led the service of sacred song ; and at
the closing service, Tamils, Telugus, Burmans, Karens,
Shans, Toungoos, Englishmen, HEurasians, Ohinese and
Americans sat down tugether to commemorate the Lord’s
Supper all brought nigh by the blood of Ohrist.—E. K.
B., in The Christian Missionary.

A REVOLUTION WROUGHT BY THE MISSION-
ARIES.

.

Rev. J. C. C. Newton, writing from Soochow, Chins,
to the Richmond Christian Advocate, says :— .

‘* A few days ago an episode took place here that shows
olearly what a wonderful change had taken place in the
minds of the Chinesoe of this city toward the foreign mis-
sionaries. I suppose the reader is familiar with the
storiea cirouhtetf for 80 many years in China against the
missionaries— -that is to say, that the missionaries are
child stealers, and that the eyes of the stolen children
are often made up into medicine. Thus, if & child should
be loat, missing in a community for a few hours, the ory
raised, ‘ Stolen by the missionaries’—by the ‘ foreign de-
vila'—frequéntly stirs up a riot at once. An onslaught
is made, the h of tho missi ies forced open, loot~'
ed, probably the missioniaries are massacred. Such has
been the origin of several massacres in the history of
China.

** Now, it came to pass the other day that a Chinese
woman was caught here at the hospital, or in the atreet
in front, charged with having stolen a child. Herexcuse
was that she had stolen the child for Miss Atkinson (s
lady missionary, of the Woman's Board, who works in
Soochow). In former years, or in other parts of China
to-day, such a declaration would have been the uccasion
of an immediate riot, and the hospital premises would
have been destroyed by the excited mob. In this case,
however, although there were quickly gathered a hundred
people in.front.of the hospital gate, inatead of raising o
cry against the foreigners, they at once joined against the
woman for having lied against the missionaries, and hur-
ried her off to the magistrate’s nfiice. - This incident, I
say, shows unmistakably what a revolution is heing
wrought here in Soochow by our missionaries.”

A Native Christian Association was formed in Madras,
India, in 1885, composed of converts from all missions,
for mutunl support, socially and religiously.

recorded in the presentatiun of twelve thousand pounds
to the Viotorian Goneral Assembly by Dr. John (. Paton,
aa the proceeds of his celebrated book, Life in the Heb-
rides,

The noblest gift to foreign missions ilyur contury is

On the 8amoan Islands two hundred native preachecs
sre supported by their churches, For the erection of a
new church at Apin the natives recently contributed
23,600. The Samoan church supports twonty native mis-
sionaries in New Guinea.
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Work Abroad.

THE COCANADA GIRLS' SCHOOL.

TWO OF THE PUPILS.

Ist, Lukdimi.—Estly in tho year 1881 a caste girl came
to Mrs, Timpsny and begged to be taken into the Coca-
nadn Girle' Boarding School. On being questioned by
Mcr. Timpany, who writes the account of her story it
ran as follows :

“T am 16 years old, and a widow; belong to the
Talaga caat (this is » high caste among the Sudras). My
father was employed by the Government as olerk at Ras.
25 » month,  Was born and lived until a short time ago
in \/izngn'pntﬁm. At the age of three, my mother died,
having always been sick sfter my birth. I was her first
and only child. At the age of five years I was married
to my cousin, & boy who lived in the same house with
my peaple. When I was eight years old my husband
died. My fathor died about the same time. I then
began to atudy with n mastor and studied for two years ;
reading & number of books and doing something at
Telugu grammar. My Grandmother, who had kindly
cared for meo then died.” Insked her how it was that
she, n widow, was put to learning and had such kindness
shown to her 7 To thatshe replied, ** That is true, and
the renson was that I was an only child, and my grand-
mother loved me much for my mother's sake ; when my
grandmother died my troubles began, my. schooling was
onded and I did houso work, cooking, etc., for my
brother-in-law, whose wife turned out a bad woman, and
left: him---The family got -into reduced circumatancea
and found me a burden, so put me in the care of a female
servant and sent me to Cocanadas to another brother-in-
Iaw. When I got to Cacanada I found my brother-in-law
and family had moved away. The servant woman left
me among my caste people and went away. So here I
was, a young woroan, and alone in a wicked city, as I
soon found. I was cooking for a woman of my caste,
After a short time, one night I heard talking going on in
one of the rooms, and then for the tirat time knew what
kind of a house I had fallen into. The woman was the
concubine of an Eoglish g 8he nttempted to
poison my miud, but I rebuked her and forbade her
speaking to me on such 3 subject. . I prayed_God who
made me, to save me from a life of shame, and to keep
me from falling, and in some way to delivera poor orphan
girl from sucn s hateful fate. After n time this woman
wanted ‘me to become the mistress of an English gentle-
man. I refused to do so, and she sent me away. As
1 did not know what to do or where to go, one of your
servants, a sweeper woman, who worked also for us, said
tomo ‘Why not go to the missionary and his wjf/u?

+1
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They bave a lot of girls, and maybe will take you, and
be like a .father aad mother to you.' On this I came,
not doubting that the living God who made me, had
shown me my way.” Isaid, when ‘' You speak of the
God whyp made you, what about. Fishnu and Siva and the
idols 1" To this she replied ‘ All that is a lie, there is
only one (tod who made all, and we are all his children.
I found oab that in my reading ; caste is all wrong and
falso. I have no hesitation shout breaking it. I asked
her if she had ever seen and talked with English people
before. ;
Then T said, * How is it that you came and talked tb
Mrs. Timpany so freely, and have talked so freely and
confidently with me 7" ¢ When I ficst came, the school
girls told me to state vvery thing just as it was, and cover
up nothing, as you were like a father and mother ; so I
have had no fear.” I pressed her closely to find out if
she had been living a bad life. 1 could sec that as the
talk went on botween her, Mra. Timpany and myself,
that she had atrong hopes that we would take her ; but I
said, ““Our girls’ school here is for Christian girle and
the daughters of Christians. Youare a heathen girl, come
we know not from where, only as we have your word for
it. We kuow not whether you are a bad girl or a good
one.” ‘*Oh,” said she ‘“ had I been a bad girl I never
would have comoe here, there would have been no noed
for that." You should have seen her look ss the hope
died out of her that we would take her. I could see that
she was ready to break down and ory.

Fiunsally I anid, ** This Christian faith is holy and good
and merciful ; Jesus, our Saviour, is merciful ; I cannot
send you away under the ciroumstances, and will take
you. The money given for tha support of that girls’ school
cames from women like Mrs. Timpany. They love you,
though 10,000 miles away. Now, my child, how thaukful
you should be, and grateful. Remember that it is Jesus
who has made this kindness possible, and love Him.”
* That I will,"” was her reply. *‘ Hereafter, if you elip
aund sin, it will be like outting my threat.” ** Have no

fear, sir. God will keep me in the future as Ho hasin
the past.” 8o I sent her to make one more amoag our
girls. Did Ido right, my sisters? T could not have sent

her away though I had had but one meal a day to give to
her. Mrs. Timpauny felt the same. There is one happy
soul at least, to-night in this compound, and that is
Lukshmi. . :
Cocanada, Jan. 30th, 1881. ,

2nd, Kmp;warti.——Ona rorning, little more than a
year after Lukshmi had beenreceived into the school a
Ohristian liviog in Cocanada,®brought to Mr. Timpany's
study & young caste girl about twelve years old. Mr.
Timpauy writes the history hé got from her. ** When
she was a little girl her parents didd. The debtors of
her father seized the property, which was cousiderable,

** No," she said, ** I was kept close at home.”! .

¥
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and made away with it ; she, poor chjld, was given to the
‘temple harlots, or dancing girls, to train for their profes-
““sion. She lived among them doing all kinds of house
" work, and waiting on the older members of the house-
hold. Bome months before she came here shé had gone
to spend some timo with rolatives at Rajahmandry, who
were farmers and kept a large number of cattle. She
™ waa very hard worked there and got sore eyes in some
‘way. Bhe returned from Rajahriandry to the damoing
women who were her protectors. They shaved her head
and did all they could to cure her eyes, but in vaia.

The disease was very bad and extended to the nose.
The good looks of the girl were spoiled, so the dancing
women thought. They sent her away and told her to
go to the hospital in Cocanada. She was simply turned
out to go to ruin. 8Bhe found ber way to Cocanada and
to the hospital. The first day, as she camp out of the
hospital, she was crying, as well she might. Juat then
a Ohristinn came up and asked her who she was and
what was the matter ; she told him and he brought her
to me. I did not know what to do about her. The
upshot of it was I did not see, now that she had come to
me, that T could send her away to what I knew was sure
ruin, and perhaps the loss of her sight. We have to
teach these Hindoos in many ways, and one important
way is to exemplify the mercy snd compassion of our
Lord Jesus. I did not dare send her with auch bad eyes
among our school girls, so I called Sarah, the wife of one
of my colporteurs, and gave the girl to her care. I
attended to her eyes daily, and had the satisfaction to
see after 8 week's time that they would get well. After
about ten days, Sarah came to me and said the girl was
nice and good, and I need have no fear about putting her
with our girls. I did so, and she became another of cur
girls, She had been in the place about three montha
when she gave her heart to Jesus. The change wus
evident. The beginning of Decomber she was baptized
along with three more of the school girls and some others,
The baptism was a-typical one. First came two of our
English congregation, then one who had been s Brah-
min, then some from the non-caate class, them this
Sudra girl, then some more from the non-caste claas.

I took away the old name and gave her the beautiful
native name Krupavarti (the perfume of grace). She
has learned fast, and bids fair to become a besutiful,
noble woman. 1 think she is sincerely thankful for
what has been done for her. How wonderfu] are God's
ways | Had it not been for her sora eyes, those dancing
women' would never have sent her away, as she was fine
of {siké and form and would have suited their profession
ndxﬁimbly. A year or two more and she would have
entered upon a life of sin, from which there is no re-
lease.”s J¥n. 17, 1883, )

And now we have Miss McLaurin’s account of these

'same_girls,” Her lotter is dated Yellamanchili, Novem-
P ’

'

ber 20, 1890. - She says: ‘I was reading\up, Mz, La-
Flainme’s old Links the other night—a fascinating oper-
ation—and read these letters from Uncle Timpany, tell-
ing about (firat) a caste widow, Lukshini, he had received
into the achool and, second, about a caste girl, Krupa-
varti, whom he had taken in. How I with you could
soe those two now | One is Miss Simpeon’s worker, and
one Miss Priest's. I would like to take them by the
hand. and lead them into one of your nice ‘At Bomes’
in Toronto, for I know they would captivate all your
hearta by their gracefuluess, their true modesty and
brightness. They would be as neatly and appropriately
dressed as any of you, would be as clean and dainty and
tidy as any Moulton girl, and as bright and observing.
If they could speak your language, or you their's, you
would have as interesting a conversation with them ns
any there and find them as skilful in that charming art.
I am apeaking the truth. Where did they get all this?
From their faith and their education ; first—let it be
said reverentislly, from the love of Jesus which is in
their hearts, and which bears fruit in their character and
words and deeds ; and where did they tind that love {
In the Cocansda school. Eternity alone can ever reveal.
all we owe to the faithful work which has been done in
that achool.”

otk at home.

NEWS FROM CIRCLES.

81. Tromas.—The Mission Circle held their annual
Thank-offering meeting Dec. 3rd, 1896. In the after-
noon wa had our regular- meeting. The attendance was
good, and the ladies responded liberally. The texts
accompanying the offering were appropriate, and added
to the interest of the meeting. President read a paper
on ** Thankagiving,” and Mrs. Hartley offered prayer for
(lod's blessing on our offering. This brought the after-
noon session to o close. Tea was served from 6 to 7.
At 8 o’clock a public meeting was held. A short paper
on **The Organization of Canadian Miesions in India,”
was given by Miss McCall, followed by s map exercise by
Miss Haight, which was interesting and instructive ;
quartette followed. Mrs. Hindmarsh rend a good paper
on *Women's Opportunities and Respopsibilities " ;
Mrs. Hartley gave *‘Thankegiving Ann,” in her usual
good style. The meeting closed with prayer by Rev.
Mr. Calder, of Alvinston. The Thank-offering, together
with the collection, amounted to 836.76.

On Jan. 7th the first meeting in the New Year waa
held at Mrs. Alf. Edwards'. A leiter acknowledging the
Xmag gift sent to Lynedock was read, and those’ who
listoned to the expression of gratitude felt repayed for
the little effort it cost me, and the joy it gave to those
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who reseived it. Mrs, Oalder-read a paper on ** India,”
whioh was excellent. We were encouraged in our work
by receiving from Mrs. Morris §26 to make her s Foreign
. Life-member. We sl folt we must sing ** Praise God
from Whom all Blessings Flow.” Meeting olosed with
_ prayer by Mre. Hartley.
(Misy) Kate McCaLr, Sec.

MonTeeAL.—A very successful Thanksgiving meeting
was held ou the 11th of Janusry, by the Olivet Foreign
Mission Circle. It was s good meeting in every respect,
‘the music and papers excellent. Mrs. F. B. 8mith, our
Iate Treasurer, returned from England a short time ago,
and-wo had the pleasure of listening to her voice, as she
read extracts from the * Life of Dr. Paton in the New
Hebredies.” The audience was much interested in the
wonderful experience that Dr. Paton had among those
hostile eavage people, then the reformation which took
place when the gospel touched their hearts, what a trans-
formation from death unto life. Miss Loudon read a
paper on *‘ The Stundists in Rusaia.” The pretty basket
with, its contents being brought to the platform, the
envelopes with s toxt were read, and the 831 realized as
a Thanksgiving offering was handed over to our Treas-
urer. After a hymn and the benediction by our pastor,
Dr. Dadson, the friends partock of coffee and cake.
This brought a pleasant meeting to a close.

I am very much interested in all that pertains to the
Queen's Jubilee, All honor to her who has done so
much good in her victorious reign, God bless her. We
read of endowments for hospitals, funds for nurses to be
trained. In this celebration all that are loyal are ex-
pected to take some part in some way. Why not the
Baptists celebrate this memorable event by starting a
fund to remove the debts of our Sooieties which are
causing alarm to our Boards. To the women of Eastern
Ontario and Quebec, will you not be loyal by making an
effort to remove those burdens, and give our faithful
missionaries fresh inspiration to go forward, and not
have to retrench in every department of labor, begun in
80 much faith and prayer for the salvation of the perish-
ing Telugus for whom Christ Jesus came to save.

Jane Craxrox,

PHILIPSVILLE. — It is some time since you heard from
our Circle, which has suffered heavy lusses in the past
fow months, Two of our very active members moved
away, and our much loved President, Mra. Gile, who haa
acted as President ever since the Cirole was organized,
was talten by the Master to the home nbove. It would
be hard for any Circle to find a better President. She
was 80-thoroughly interested in the work, so untiring in
her efforts, often under great discouragements. She pre-
sided at our public meeting in November last, and the
next day was taken down with paralysis. 8he lived
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about two weeks, sud then passed quietly and peacefully
into her eternal rest. Many of us feel we have lost a
personal friend, and in the Circle her place can not be
filled, as we realize every time we meet. We all feel
that with so many taken from our number, we must each
put forth an extra effort to keep the Circle working, and
all are trying to do their part, and while feeling our
inefliciency, we are looking tu our’Great Leader for
strength and wiedom, trusting Him to guide us in our
work and bless our efforts, At our last meeting we made
a apecial offering for the famine in India ; this month we
are going to try to send & box of useful things to some
of our Home Mission fields. Mnay all our offerings be for
the glory of God.

Brantrorn, FIrsT Cuurresd. —On Feb. 3rd, insbe;d of
our regular monthly meeting a self-denial meeting was
held. and the sum of 835 was taken in the envelopes.
Some of the sisters told how their money was saved or
earned, which made the moeting very interesting. After
A season of prayer, moeting closed,

On March 3rd the Union Mesting of the Circles of the
Baptist churches was held. After singing and a senson
of prayer, the Presidont, Mra. J. Harris, gave a short
Bible reading on the **Shall Nots " of John. Anather
hymn was sung, snd Mrs. Benediot read an article on
¢ Child Marriage.” Extracts from a letter on ** The
Progress of Chrstianity in India,” was read by Miss
Denovan, of the Young Ladies Circle.
by Mrs. Hall, of the Fast Ward Church. Mrs. Simpson,
of Park Church, read o paper on ** Woman s Helpers
in God's Kingdom.” The Misses Buck sang a solo,
which was very much appreciated. A vory excellent
leaflet was read by Miss Marshall, of Boston, Mass.
Mrs. Gunish read a paper on ** Woman's Mission. Mra.
Porter an account of the Alunra Asylum for lepers, and
spokae a short time on the leper mission. The meeting,
which was one of the best we have held, as the papers
and readings wore all so instructive and interesting,
closed by singing and prayer. Tea was served at aix
o'clock, to which nearly all remained.

A solo was suny

G, H. P, Sec.

Quesec.-~Another year's work is nearing compietion,
and as we leok back, with grateful hearts we thank God
for his goodness towards us, and take courage and go for-
ward praying that He will be with us to guide and direct
our efforts in the future.

Our membership is smaller this year than any previous
one, numboring oaly 16 ; wo have an average attendance
of ten. Our Circle moets the third Monday of every
month, mad after devotional exercises interesting mis- .
sionary items are read, then follows the business.

Most of our members take TuEe Link and Visiter.

In June our Circle donated 815 for the maintenance of
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the schools in India, and suceeeded in ocollecting 816.07
from the members of the church and congregation ; of
course this amount was credited to the church,

As our Circle does not moet during the summer months,
no more work was undgrtaken till October, when it was
decided to hold a Parlor Bqneort at the residence of our
Presidegt, Mrs. Diston, on the evenipg of November bth.
Although the night was weot sud¥isagreeable, the room
was crowded. The programme was all that could be de-
sired, and during the intermission the ladies sold homo-
made onke, candy and ico-cream. The sum of 322.11 was
realized ; of this amount 810 was sent to Grande Ligne,

‘and 85 was given to Rev. Mr. Distand to holp furnish
the reading-room in the *‘ Salle.”

. In December two boxes of clothing and other useful

articles ‘were sent for distribution among the ncedy
Fronch Baptists in Marioville, from which place we re-
coivod a kindly letter ncknowledging with heartfelt thanka
the uscful gifts.

In February 325 was coutributed for the support of
vur atudent, Sardi Raghual, at Samuleotta Seminary.
Our former student, Marta Prakasam is at prosent en-
gaged as teacher in the seminary.

Wa atill ¢ntinue to write monthly tn Miss Murray
(tho missionary supportod by the Eastern Association,)
and are always glad to hear from her.

Mast of thy msmbors have pledgad thomselves to give

—a certain sum befors April 30th ; up to the present time
hetwoen forty and fiity dollars have been promised. It
was docidad we take up a collection at each meeting, this
with our fes, contonts of mite boxes, and the pledged
amouat should give us quite a little sum for the different
missions.

To God wo give the glory, we can truly say He hath
dono great things for us, for we know that of ourselves
we can do nothing, but we can do all things through Him
that strengthenoth us,

ANNte L. Stono, Ser,

Mount Forest.—In the last week of November,
1896, our regular Monthly Mission Circle held a Thank-
offering meeting, after the regular business had been dis-
posed of a good programme was enjoyed by the large
numbor of Iadies present. Then the offerings were
gatherod and the texts or wards of encouragement ac-
companying ench envelape, were read by the Treasuror,
‘Mrs. Roid. The sum of 88 00 was renlized which was all
given to Foreign Missions this year, instead of dividing
it, as has been our usual custom. Wae feel the great need
of finnncial help at the present time in the Foreign work.
As n Circle we are deeply interested in missions, and
gincerely trust that God will bless our feeble efforts. We
have committees composed of shout six sisters for each
department of our work : Home, Foreign, Grand Ligne

A
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and Manitoba. " The Foreign Oommittes held an open
meeting in the church on February 2ad, thero was a very
large attendance, a silver collootion wns taken at the
door, 84 being realized. A splendid progmmme was
listened to with much pleasuro and profit. Our new
pastor, Rev. R. Lennie, B.D., in tho ohair. Perhaps
the most intercsting feature of the ovening was the re-
prosentation of four Indy missionaries in the Foreign field
by four young girls of the Mission Baud, Miss Ruby
Btovel in Native Indian Costume, reprcsented Miss
Priest, telling of some of her work. Then Miss Murray
by Miss May Gailey ; Miss McLood, by Miss Annio
Crabtree, and Mies MoLaurin, by Miss Joy Cork. There
was also singing by some of the members of the Mission
Band. T would like to say just a fow words about our
Miasion Band, we have & large one, about 38.0n the roll.
They are indeed a band of ** Willing ” nnd intereated
workers. The President of our Circle makes an excellent

leador fur thein.
Susie Wooparr, Cor. See.

Patsey . —-The ** Cheerful Workers " Foreign Mission
Band of Paisiey Baptist Church was re-organized by Misa
K. M. Fisher about three yuars ago, and though the Link
hears but seldom from us, the interest in the work is
steadily incrensing. We have undertaken the education
aud support of Pitticotama, n Telugu girl, thinking that
special work for our Band would incrense tho intdreat
still more. Last summer wo held a ** Penny Social,” on
the iawn of one of our members, from which we realized
about 87 ; and on Feb. 10th we hold a very successful
open meeting after the annual busincas mesting of the
church. The President took the chair at 8 o'clock and
the report of the year was read by the Secretary, Miss
Kthel Pickard. The children gavo recitations, selectod
from the programme of the year, also mission solos, glces,
etc. ** Ten Littlo Mission Boys,” from the Baptist Usiion
and ** The Gospel 8hip,"” aa given in the Link of Ootober,
1895, wore very well rendered. Mr. A. 8pencor favored
us with mouth organ and auto-harp selections and Mies
K. M. Fisher spoke_in behalf of the Band and its work,
after which Mr. McKinnon gave a brief address on Mani-
toba Missions. Our pastor, Rev. W. H. Stevens, then
addressed the meeting on the errora of Roman Catholio-
ism, making his talk very interesting by showing several
symbols of Roman Catholic faith. The collection was
taken up after a small boy recited—

** Thero wre many little childron,

Awsy 8Cross tha aea, .

Who nover heard that Jesus
Once dled for them and me,

What whall I do to help them?
I will toll gou in » midute,

Whon they paes the pla‘e araund
Pat your money in it .

The collection smounted to 88 which will be sent for
our Telugu girl.

Cangte MACKRCHNIE, Sec.
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THE WOMEN’S BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSIONARY
SOCIETY OF ONTARIO (WEST).

"Recripta from Feb. IGth, to Mar. 16th, 1897, inclusive.

Froy CIRCLES. —Peterboro’, Murray 8t., completing the
life-memberabip fee for Mra. Jas. Stratten, $12; Peterboro’,
Murray St., additional, 812.77; Daywnod, 8/; Sarnia
Townsbip, $4 ;: Toronto, Walmer Rd., 88.05 ; Port Colborne,

artly from envelope social, $13: York Mills, 3.18; Port
Yiope, Thank-offering, 840; Toronto, College St, (81.38
Thauk-offering), §12.88; Thodford, 81: Whitevale, $11.05;
Toronto, Sheridan Ave., $4.02 ; Brooklin, $4; Dandas, $10;
Scotland (%4 from Mre. B. Smith’s 8. 8 Claas, for Miss
Hatoh’s work), 88; Wyoming, 87.50; Ailsa Craig, $6.50;
Brantford, First Ch., for M‘fnu MacLeod, 230; Toronta,
Jarvig St , 858.93; Vittoris, &7 ; Preston, 82 80; Gladstone
{85.10 speocinl coll), 88 10; Owen Sound, §7.50; Stayner,
§4; Bysford, $3; Burk's Iallg;84: Fort William, $3.90:
St. Mary’s, 8210, Total, $205.28.

Frod Baxos —Port Hope (321.06 Thank-offuring), $i4:
Wallaceburg, for K. Davanandam, §5; Hageraville, for two
little girls, one supported by u friend, 834 ; Toroata, College
St., Junior, 82 50 ; Toroate, Juarvig 8t., %9 : New Sarum, for
student support, §7.43; Colborne, §3; Gilinour Memorinl
Ch., for Lydia, Bible-woman, $11; Jracebridge, Youny
Ladies', for Chuvaln Daniel, 83; Braecobridge, Junior, for
Chavala Daniel, 82, Total, 8100.93

From SoNpuies. —Mrs. M. Ellis, Port Rowan. 81 : Unpinn
Meoting of Toronto Circles, 810.80; Tiverton ** Helping
Hand ’ Socioty, §1.13; ** For En%nln Nokamma,” & specinl
girl, 84.50 ;: Rofupd on account of ** Interest Accrued,” on
Debanture (sce Inveatmont Fuod below), 6flc. Total, 1812,
‘Total recelpts during the month, $414.33.

Dispuasements. —To General Treasurer, for regular work,
8548. To Investment Fund, purchase of $1000 Debenture
of Vietoris Rolling Stock Company of Ontario, nt $100.54,
$1005.60; Accrued Interest {see Refund a i
Brokerage, 82.50. Total, §1,012.2]. Total disbursements
- dnfing the month, $1,560.2).

Total receipts since May 1, 1886, 86,058 54,
burscmonts since May 1, 1806, $7,416 06.

Will the Presidents®ind Treasurers of Circles and Banils
who have not.read my letter in the March Link, re the clox
iog of tho local books on March 31st, kindly do sa at once?
and confer s favor on me by acting on the suggestions
regard to that difficult matter—o uniform.system for all the
Circles and Bands.

Total din

VioLrT EnvioT, Treas
109 Pembroke St., Turonto.

She forgot to come to the meating
Of our dear Misaion band,

But remembered to go down strect
Fot candy, | underatan:l.

Sho forgot to put the ponnics-
For ahestold mo so herself -
The pénnics for heathen children
“u the mite box on the shalf.
She forgot to ask (iod's bles«iag

On the Miasionaries, too.”
Ah, she cares no more for Jesus
Than the héathea ohildren do.

—————— o

w, 1B. a. W,

MoTTo voR THE YRAR:
tod

“We are laborers together with

Paaven Torte vor ArriL.—For our Grande Ligne Mis-
sion. For brother and sister Greenier, that they may not
grow discournged, but sec encouraging results from their
Inbonrs, -

The following lines may find a‘lncc i wome of thd many
Thank-offering meoctings which are heing held thia maonth
and next: .-

THANKSGIVING,

I fuin would give Thee despeat thanks,
Thoun, Lord, hast made me thine ;

That ioto this lone heart hna come,
Thy light and love divine.

{ thank Thee for the nwfal crosy,
[ts bitterness and woe :

The wrath of Gad Thou hast endured,
Tnat I no wrath may know.

I thank Thee for the Spirit's love
Who caused my eyes to see
The hollowness of earthly things,
The pence there is in Thee.

What disappointment all along
Life's swift recurring yenrs

How oft amidat the brightest xmiles
Coine agonies and tears.

And so the heart muat turn to Thee,
When weary or oppreat ;

To tind Thy loving sympathy
A perfect, perfect rest.

Give, give me grace to walk with Thee,
Alone o'er rock or sand ;

I shall not fear if Thon art near
To holid my trembling hund

Until at last my pilgrim feet
Shall walk Thy courts above,

Aud know the fulness, wide and decp,
Of Thine unchanging lave.

S, Trevor Frasos,

Wo gladly call attention to the article, ** How to be-
come Interestod in Missions.” The Lord has used it ;
and we hopo He will use it again.

It seoms strange that Christians sBould not be inter-
ested in missions ; and yet so often from our workers
comes the cry, '' So few are interested.” “What ia (he
reason ?  Surely no command of the Maater was given so
often as, ** Go ye into all the world.” Yet what is true
in ono locality is true in all. If there is to bo a mission-
ary meeting, the brains of the few must be taxed in order
to ‘' make it interesting.” And often the missionary
meeting has the smallest attendance. Thie would hp
easily understood were those invited non-church mem-

"\ bers ; but it is clisirch members ; those who are pledged to

“carry on the work of Chriat ; pledged to obey His com-
mands, who are the ones of whom it is 80 often said,
** They take no interest.”” Let us make these uninter-
ested ones a s:\)ject of prayer at our April meeting, that
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upon all our churches may come the power of the Holy
. Spirit, rousing each Ohristian to this work of acul-saving,
this miasionary work. .

Quite a number of Bands have been heard from in re-

- sponse to the notice in the Column and Lung. Thegoare

still others to be heard from. These lotters from the
Bands are being answered as fast as possible.

-\

We would call attention this month to the news from
the ** World fields,” and ask our sistera that these items
be read at our monthly meeting. While we pray for the
work we are more specially interested in, let us not forget
the world.

HOW TO BECOME INTERESTED IN MISSIONS.

We, who have realized something, even though it be
but little, of the obligation resting upon those who have
named the name of Chriat, to send forth the news of His
salvation to overy land, are often asking, ** How shall we
awaken an interest in this work in others ?” To-night
let us try to answer this question, ** How shall we interest
ourselves "' It may be in solving this we will in part
solve the other; for it our own hearts are on fire, all
with whom we come in contact will feel the heat. Tf
each one of us, carried day by day, & heart full of love to
Christ, burning with a desire to have His command
obeyed, and His Name honored in every land, it would
not be long before others would fesl the influonce, and
begin to pray with an oarnestness unknown before,
*“Thy Kingdom Come.” How, then, can wo have this
tire kindled in our own hearts! ' Let me suggest a few
helps toward it.

1st, Read. It is comparatively easy to get missionary
reading now ; all the religious papers have news from
the mission fields, and letters from the workers there ;
and leaflets and booka can be had easily and cheaply.
Take advantage of all this and read all you can about the
work. Spend an hour once in a while with some of the
heroic men who wera the first to plant the Goapel banner
on foreign shores,—with Csroy in India ; with Robert
Morrison in China : with Judaon in Burmah ; with
Williams and Geddie and Cross in the Islands of the
Sea ; or with Livingatone in Africa. Let your imagina-
tion oarry you back till you stand side by side with them
in the fight ; and the influonce of their unwavering faith
and noble consecrated lives will remain with you as you
Eo about your daily work, and lift your o# soul to a

igher plane! Or, give your thought freedom again, and
accompany one of your own missionaries, a8 he journeys
from village to village, telling the ‘‘old, old story,”
.. which is 8o new and strange to those who hear it there ;
see the people wholly given to idolatry--no Sabbaths, no
Christian homes, no hope for the future, no knowledge
of the Infinite One,—but sin and hopelessness and
degradation. Then remember for these also Christ died,
and you cannct remain unconcerned. Read of the
mighty triumphs the Gospel has wnn, of degraded
cannibal tribes changed to civilized Christian nations ; of
men as low as the beasts raised to manhood and heroic
manhood, and there will be no indifference as you ex-
claim, ** What hath God wrought {”

2nd, Pray. It is certainly true that we can never
approach our Father's throne, and sincerely and earnestly
seek His blessing on any person, or on any cause, and
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still remain indifferent to that for whish we gray. Try
it. Begin to offer special prayer for some friend, and
see how quickly your intereat in that friond will deepen ;
and the more earnestly you plead the more ooncerned
will you become for the welfare of your friend. 8o, if
you have not as much interest as you would like to have
in this missionary work, begin to pray for it. Pray for
the missionaries—you know the names of some of them ;
pray for the native converts who have to endure so much
in defense of their faith, théy need your prayers; pray
for the different mission fields; and you will soon be
looking for news from those places to see whether your
prayora are being anawered.

3rd, Talk with your friends about the things of the
Kingdom. Is there anything of special interest in the
last letter from Japan you read, tell it to your friend
when you meet. Is there something specially encourag-
ing in the Indian work in the North-West ; let others
share in the good news. Even if the nows be of an
opposite character ; of hardship and persecution, of dis-
couragement and (ailure, atill lot there be interchange of
thought and feeling, and the work will grow more real to

ou, and leas like something far removed from common
ife.

4th, Wiite. Wae can have but little idea how welcome
letters are to those in foreign lands. I once heard &
missionary say that when she firat went out, she had left
many friends bohind her, and letters came frequently ;
but as the years passed on thoy grew less aud less, till
there were not many but the official letters from the
nfticers of the home board. 8he was glad to get them,
but she used to long for home-like lotters, friends’
letters. 1If then, you know any of the missionaries,
write to them ; not merely wishes for their succesa in the
work, but bright, cheery, newsy letters, the nicest otters
gou can write. Put the good wishes in, by all means,

ut give them a taste of the home-life too. %ut auppose
you have not met any of the missionaries, then write to
one you do not know, and after a few letters have passed
back and forth, you will be no longer strangers, but
frienda.

Laslly, Give. This is probably the most effective way
of all, of gaining an interest in the work. True is it, in
small matters as well as in great, that where our treasure
is there will our hearts be also. Give of your means,
according as God has prospered you, and He who knows
all will measure your gift, not so much by the amount
given, as by the love which prompts the gift, and the
sacrifice involved in the giving. Give of your time.
There is 8o much might be done, workers are so much
needed, is there not some portion of your time you ean
consecrate to this work of winning the world for Christ.
Give wonrself: .this will include all else. Let us cast
ourselves humbly at the fest of our Master (the firat
foreign missionary) asking Him to appoint us our work,
and choose our place for us. Not ours the choice,
whether we will serve in far-away lands, as it were in the
van of the army, or in the privacy of our own home and
social circle. To some the call may come, *‘ Get thee
out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy
father's house, into a land that I shall sbow theo.”
Rejoics, if He counts you worthy to bear His Name to
the regions beyond. And if our part is to remain behind,
#&;ﬁﬁm do oheerfully whatever task He sets us, only let us

e sure we are where He would have us be : then

‘* 1t only to labor end wait
In the lowest tasks be thine ;
1t faithful the Maater wiit say,
‘Tho work aud the workman are mlne' "

o
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And now, %u willing to make an effort in these the poor children. We have some splendid meetings on
directions gain an interest in this work? It will Band days and all seem willing to do what they can.

mesn effort, it will mean some self-sacrifice, but have we
any choice in the matter? Is not our duty plain?
Perhaps we have not thought of it as our duly to be
interested in misasions : we consider helping the work a
duty, but as to gsining interest, wo think we can do as
we piease‘ But have any of us, who profesa to love the
Lord Christ, any right to lack intereet in the cause that
is 80 dear to Him? If one whom we dearly love has
undertaken some specinl work, how carefully we watch
the progress of that work ; glad when there is success,

ieved when there is failure. And shall we not watch
or the success of that work for which our Saviour laid
down His Life? He did not die for us, in this favored
land, slone, but for the men and women of India, Africa,
China, and the Isles of the Bea; and He will not be
satisfied till from the North and South, and East and
West, His jewols shall be won. .

Every effort we make will pay. Take the reading :—
wo may have to give up some book we had planned to
read, but in the range of missionary literature, we will
find exercise for every faculty of mind, for fancy and
imagination, as well as for thought and memory. We
can roam in as strange lands and see as strange scenes as
in any book of fiction ; and there is no way in which we
can gain a better knowledge of this world of ours, than
by studying the.various mission ficlds, for they are found
in every land.

Then take prayer. In that you not only bring down
blesaings for others, but, as you plead for others, you
yourself are drawn nearer to t{e great loving heart of the
Heavenly Father, and Bis life lows into yours.

8o with the talking, and the writing: for both you
will be the richer ; richer in friends, for the best friends,
the trueat, are those with whom we can talk of things
like this, whose hearts are one with ours in desiring the
prosperity of His Kingdom.

And g0, most of all with giving. ¢ The mora completely
weo lay ourselves on the altar of consecration, the mare
fully we yield ourselves to the Baviour's guidance, the
more He will be able to work through us and use us for
His glory ; the more of Himself will He be able to pour
into our lives; and so will the beauty of the Lord our
God rest upon us,

** And our {ives will bo al} sunshino
With the presence of the Lord.™

In view, therefors, of the immenaity of the wurk tv ba
done, of its importance, of its hundred fold rewards, as
the words of the risen Christ come to yoi, ** Go y8 into
all the world and preach tho Gospel to every creature,”
will you not cast yourself at His feot, saying, ‘* Here am
I, O Lord, where shall I go, what wilt Thou have me to
do.” . UTH.

NEWS FROM BANDS.

WorrviLig, N.S.—(** Willing Helpcru.”)—During the
ear ending '06, we wore able to raige $36.03 ; of this,
15,26 from mite boxes and fees, 593682.36 from birth-

day boxes, also $18.41 from concert and festival given
by the Band. We expended 91 cents, leaving a balance
of 836.12, paid to Miss Smith. ‘

Last year the Mission Band ochildren were greatl
interested in scrap-book making. Wo met once a mont
and tho ohildron scemed to onjoy the work very much.
We fnished five scrap-books by Xmas and gave them to

To—-

J. A, Haves, Co. Sec

Anrcapia, —I notice in the Messenger and Visitor, you
ask each Band Secrotary to write you how thé Band is
progreesing. Our Band was organized March 28th, 1896,
by the Co. Secretary, Mra. P. R. Foster, who is aiso our
Presidont. Wo aro glad to report an incrensing interest
in the work of missions. At each meeting the President
gives a lesson on the map of our Telugu field, tells of our.
missionaries and their work and the different phases of
heathen life, their sorrow and degradation as compared
with the blessings Christianity has brought us. After
tho lesson, recitations, readings and music are given by
members of the Band.

The work of teaching the ohildren something of tho
needs of the heathen world has truly boen blessed of
God, fn awakening missionsry enthusissm among us.
Who shall say that our Band may not yet furnish volun-
toers for tho Foreign field 7 that the seed sown may not
yield an abundant harvest 7 that the call of God, ** Go,
ye," may not elicit the reaponse, **Here am I, send me."”
We nuny add, that our Band is increasing in numbers, as
well as in knowledgo and interest.

When organized, we had s membership of 40.
now increased to H2.

It is

WeaLTHY A. Staw, Sec.

Cuenoove, —In response to your request for roports
from Mission Bands, I will report for the Chebogue
Mission Band. It was organized April 8th, 1896, with
19 members, which has since besn increased to 38. The
youngest member is a Jittle boy not quite two years old. .
We meet every fourth Sunday, in the afternvon, that
being the most convonient time for our President, Mra.
Foster, to be with us. The average attendance is 21.
Instead of the usual we use dues, mite boxes, which we
will have opened twice a year. In October last we had
a Harvest concert, the proceeds of which were 811.90.

We have undertaken the support of a boy in Mrs.
Churchill's school, Bahara Kroopah.

There has been un increased interest in missions among
the older people as well as the children, since Mrs. Fos-
ter came among us, and we feel that we are highly fav-
ored by having her for vur President.

A. May Howraes, Sec.

Degy Brook. —Through the efforts of Mrs. J. T. Eaton
(our Pastor’s wife), a Mission Band was organized in this
place. We havo 18 mombera in all, with an average
attendance of 10. I will say that it was organized the
11th day of January. Our officers are as follows :—Pre-
sident, Miss Jessie Vroom ; Vice-President, Bertie Boice;
Treasurer, Grace Spurr ; Secrotary, Alice Hooper. It
is our purpose to work for missioWs; 86 we have started
a Sewing Cirole, and we expect to have a sale by-and-by.
We held a Ple Social 8 short time ago, to raise money
with which to buy material for working. We mest
Saturday afternoons, st the home of the President, to’
88w,

We are thinking of having an entertainment soon. I4
notice in the Messenger an exercise is being prepared for
the use of Miasion Bauds. Perhaps we might use- that
In our own ontertainment, if we have it. o aye few in
number, but we hope to be able to do a little to help
along. We should have reported before, but neglected
doing so. Avice P. Hoorer, Sec.
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Danrsours, N.8.—In compliance with your request
- to be informed rogarding the progressYof work in our
" Mission Bauds, we are giad to report a moembership of
35 ** Willing Little Workers,” who are a great stimulus
and encouragement in m'umionn.?_ activity. The oflicers
for the present. year aro - - Prosident, Mrs. Wm. J. How-
ard, who is indefatigable in all .thst pertaina to the inter-
ests of the Band ; Vice-President, Miss Eva Drater ;
Secretary, Luslls Duckendorff ; Treasurer, Beatrico
Soott, and & Cdmmittee of Management to look after
programmes, etc. Meetings are held monthly, at the
home of the President and are devoted to the gaining of
necessary intelligence, by reans of readings, recitations,
map oxercises, singing, ete. The children ace taught to
Jook after their own programme to n large extent. and,

with the exception of the President, to fill the offices

necessary to the working of the Buad. This they do
editably. ‘
m;;va:trSuudag evening (the 14th inst.) the church was
moro than filled, aud the large audience was trested to a
concert given by the Band. which was pronounced an
z:;gaiun work evinced by the childron might well cause
those now advanced in years to ** look to L'hen‘ laurels,
lest they be found lacking in tho Mastor's work. An
excellent progranme was admirably rendered, a very
pleasing feature af which was the sweet n_mgmg.by a
chorus of juvenile vuicegs. which so plentifully inter-
VAripus exercises.
alg::(?ec‘u}lls from wmite boxes aud cnllectiupn, 81'8.66‘
which, in view of the short time since the inception of
the Band, was exceedingly gratifying and bespeaks a
ren] interest on the part of the members of the Band.
As the sweet young voices rang out 80 earnestly in
the closing hymn, many felt that 1t must mdm‘zyd mean,
ore long, ' The whole wide world for Jesua, Could
but all our churches be brought to realize the importance
of training the children to do their part, while their sym-
pathics are 8o easily drawn vut and their zeal and enthu-
-wiasm 80 contagious, as to be a constant stimulus to others
more indifferent to the needs of the heathen world.
That GGod's blessing may rest upon all our Mission
Bands and that He may greatly intensify our intereat in
this work. until they shall become indeed a_mighty
power for (iod, is nur sincere desire and prayer.
©Wittisa Wonrksss”

OsnorNg, NS, The W, M. A. 8 of this church met
at the parsonage at its February Session, a large number
sresent.  Lwo new members added to our list. Asa
énciety we have every reason to thank God and take
coursge. We have some very earuest workers. Our
ofticors are filled with missionary zeal aud sro deing a
rand work. Efforts are being put forth to awakenna
geeper intereat in the work of mirsions in this County,
and success is crowning every effort. Siut'uru Thas.
Willisms, County. Pres., and N. B. Dunn, with Pastor
Dunn, all of Osborne, visited Shelbarn town in the fall,
and held a public meoting which did much to help the
mission cause there. The Society there is small. The
Osbourne Society numbers 20 members. amohg them r.hp
pastor. Our great aim is to interest the sisters in this
grand work, and we are in a mensure succeeding. Wo
endeavor to make our meetings so interesting, that when
A sister visits one, sho invariably comes agsin. Our
County organization meets qusarterly, and theso gather-
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ualifiod success. The knowledge and interest in

ings have boon very helpful in promoting the welfare of
the cause. Our County Secretary, Mra. A. F. Brown,
has been one of tho chief instruments in God'a hands, of
bringing about tho change so apparent in missionary
effort in this County.

Mus, N. B. Dunn.

CENTREVILLE, — Dear Sister,—1 will write you s few
lines to tell you how our Society is prospering. You
know when you organized three years last October, we
had five sisters only ; we have not increased in numbors,
as we wish, we have ton members at present ; we always
have our monthly meetings, which are made interesting,
and we trust profitable, by each sistor taking somo part;
wo know that God does bleas us.in our efforts.

The Centroville W. M. A. 8. met at the home of sister,
Mrs. W. Bruco, on Wedneeday, Februsry 10th, Meot-
ing opened with eingin% reading of Boripture and prayers
for our miesionaries. We were much pleased to have a
call from Rev. J. H. King, who gave us an account of
bis work in Regina ; slso of the work of Henry Prince,
which was very intoresting ; ho then spoke of the dusire
of having the Societies of Aunapolis to raise Miss New-
cumbe’s salary ; the sistors agreed to do what they could
towarda it.  After the reading of Tidings and other let-
tors the meeting closed with prayer by several sisters,

The sistors of the Society organized a Mission Band.
in Decomber, with 8 membership of 17 ; we now have 30
boys and girle ; we hope by interesting the children to
gev the parents interested, und that much good will be
nccomplished by the children as they grow to be men and
woraen.

May God bless our Mission Band.

Mus. W. Messinosk,

FROM THE AID SOCIETIES.

A letter frum Mrs. Armstrony, President of the Sucioty
ut Stongy Creek, Aun County, gives the following list of
the vewly olected ofticers : —President, Mrs. M. E. Arm-
stroug ; 1st Vice-President, Mrs. A, T Mills ; 2ad Vice-
President, Mrs. J. A. Porter ; Secrotary, Miss Hattie
McBride ; Treasurer, Mrs, Herman Wianchestor ; Au-
ditor, Mias Carrio MoRaa. The meetings will be hold on
the tirst Wedneaday after the tirst Sunday in the month.

A GREATUPPORTUNITY IN KOREA.

In a letter written by Mrs. Bishoup, dated Seoul, Nov.
2, which appears in the Now York Independent, she
ﬂl\yﬂ [

*¢ I confess that I feel very sad about the prospects for
Korean work, unless the Church awakes to a sense of what
the situation really is. In the throo years of travel now
drawing to o close, I have visited over one hundred
mission stations, and am not conscious of having folt a
greater proliminary interest in the work at one than at
anothor. But I am bound to say that the needs of
Korea, or rather the openings in Korea, have come to
ocoupy s very outstanding p%nca jn my thoughts, and I
should not be justified in withholding my view of them.

‘* The Pyeng Yang work, which [ saw last winter, and

¢
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which is still going on in much the same way, is the
most impressive mission work I have seen in any part of
the world. It shows that the Spirit of God still moves
on the earth and that the old truths of sin, judgment to
come, of the Divine justice and love. of the atonement, and
of the necessity for holiness, have the same power as in
the Apostolic days, to transform the lives of men. What
I saw and heard there has greatly strengthened my owu
faith. But it is not in Pyeng Yang only, but here iu the
capital and especially through the women’s work that the
seed sown so long in tears is promising to yield a harvest
if the reapers come. And though in lesser degree there
are signs elsewhere that the leaven of the Gospel is work-
ing.

*‘ Kighteen years ago I spent a year in Japan, chietly
in travelling, and visited missions everywhere. The
Gospel was working there. There was a great demand
there as at Pyeng Yang for Christian teaching, and
there was a great hope that if the teaching were provided
Japan might be on its way to be a Christian country.
So far at least as England was concerned the appeals for
men sent during the following year were not responded
to. The door which was open closed again, and we all
know what the present state of Japan as regards Chris-
tianity is.

*“Now a door is opened wide in Korea, how wide only
those can know who are on the spot. Very many are
prepared to renounce devil worship, and to worship the
true God if only they are taught how : and large numbers
who have heard and received the (ospel are earnestly
craving to be instructed in its rules of holy living. I
dread indescribably that, unless many men and women
experienced in winning souls are not sent speedily, the
door which the Church declines to enter will close again,
and that the last state of Korea will be worse than the
first. The methods of the missionaries are admirable in
the training of Christians to self-help. They are helping
themselves to the limit of their means. Also admirable
are the methods used for fitting the Koreans to carry the
Gospel intelligence to their brethren. This work alone
requires four times the number of men already on the
tield to carry it on ; yet on it perhaps more than on any
other agency hang our hopes for the advancement of
Christ’s kingdom in Korea. Truly a ‘great door and
effectual ’ is opened. I sadly ask, Is it to close again 2

The Rev. Robert Spurgeon of Barisai, India, declares
that there are districts in Barisai with populations of
300,000 and 500,000 without a single preacher, though
when an occasional visit is paid the people listen eagerly,
and purchase copies of the Scriptures and tracts. What
must the Divine Head of the Church think of these
neglected opportunities ?

Doung People’s Department,

HUNGRY CHILDREN.

Did you ever see them ? Do they live at your home ?
We all know what a hungry place school is, and how
the boys and girls, especially the boys, come rushing
home at noon, wondering what ‘‘ Mother is going ‘o
have for dinner.” With merry laugh and chatter they
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gather around the family table that has never failed to
supply their need. A hushed moment while the Father
in Heaven is being thanked for the abundant blessings
of every day ; then how the good food disappears !

But the hungry children I am thinking about live far
away over the ocean. The boys and girls of India are
starving while you read these words, and their fathers
and mothers have no food to give them. Many of them
have never known the blessing of three plentiful meals
every day. They would at all times consider the crumbs
and scraps from your table a great treat. But last year
the welcome rain, so eagerly longed for in that hot land,
did not come to water the rice tields. The burning sun
soon destroyed every green leaf and blade, and the peo-
ple knew nothing but famine was before them. Some
of you may remember hearing of the *‘ Great Famine”
of 1877. Twenty years ago India was in much the same
condition that it is to-day. Thousands of starving men,
women and children left their homes to wander here and
there in the vain hope of getting some food to satisfy
the terrible craving they felt day after day, night after
night. Robberies and burning of villages were heard of
in every direction. The dead bodies were seen of many
people who had starved by the wayside, fallen because
their feet were too weak to carry them another step.

One weaver woman came to a missionary with such a
sad story. She said with tears, ““ A year ago I had
seven children. I do not know where their father is
now. My fifth child died last night, so I bring the last
two to see if you can help me save their lives.”

Many children were sold for money to buy food for
the rest of the family. Then, as now in 1897, the sad
news of starvation was carried over the seas to more
prosperous countries. God opened the hearts and the
purses of the people to send relief for famine-stricken
India. Soon we hope showers of the blessed rain will
fall, and the ground once more be soft enough to culti-
vate for the food necessary to feed such an immense
muliitude of people as inhabit these countries of the
east.

But while we are sorrowful over the people who are
hungry for bread, our hearts are a great deal more sad
over the souls that are starving for the Bread of Life.
Thousands of India’s men and women have never heard
of Jesus and cannot teach their boys and girls about His

great love for them. No one can have eternal life with-
out this food for their souls. While we send over money
to India to help feed the starving multitudes, let us
remember that our missionaries are busy, all the time,
in teaching the souls of India’s people. Let our gifts to
the mission work be given just.-as freely as we now send
money to relieve the famine-stricken ones, and God,
even our own God, will add His blessing on those who
give as well as all who receive. Pray for the people of
India, and all who are seeking to win them for Christ.

SisTER BELLE.

Ottawa, Feb. 17, 1897,
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TWO PIGTURES FROM LIFE.
I .

A black eyed baby lay mosuing its young life away on
the brick bed of a dreary-mud house in Pekin, China.

The feeble voice growing weaker and ‘weaker, was now
and then drowned 1a the sobs and groans of the young
mother, who gazed in despair upen her dying child.

** It is almost time,” Baid the mother-in-law, glancin,
at the-elanting sufibesm that had atolen into the dismal
room throigh a hole in the paper window ; and she
snatched up the helpless baby with a determined air.
The mother ehrieked, . *‘ My baby ia not dead yet! My
baby is not dead yet !”

** But it has only one mouthful of breath left,” said
thg old woman ; *‘the cart will soon pass, und then we
shall have to keep it in the house all night. There is no
help for it ; the gods ure angry with you.”

The mother dared not resist, and her baby was carried
from her sight. She never saw it again.

An old biack cart drawn by a black cow smed slowly
dowii the street; the little body was laid among- the
others all ready gathered thers, and the carter drove on

h-the-city-gate. OQutside the city wall he laid them
all in a cofimon-pit, buried them in lims, and drove on.

No stone marke the spot ; -no flowers will ever bloom
on that grave.

The desolate woman wails, My bnbrv is lost ; my
baby is lost ; I can never find him again.’

_The blaglzk-eyed baby's mother is a heathen.
: 2t

A blue-eyed baby lay moaning on the dowuny pillows
of its dainty crib, aud it was whispered softly through
the mission,. ¢ Baby is dying.”

With sorrowing hearfs we gathered in the stricken
room, but the Comforter-had come before ua.

**Qur baby is guing home,” said the mother, and,
though her voice trembled, she smiled bravely and
awoetly upon the little sufferer.

‘¢ We gave her to the Lord when she came to us. He

. has but come for His own,” said the father revently, as

he threw his arms lovingly sround his wife.

As we watched through our tears the little life slipping
away, some one began to sing softly :

** Jeaus, loverof my soul,
Lot me to Thy basom fly,”

The blue eyes opened for the last time, and with one
loug gaze into thé loving faces' sbove, closed agaim, and
with a gentle sigh the sweet child passed in through the
gate to the heavenly fold.

* Lot us prag,” said a low voice. We knelt Together,
aud heaven came 5o near we could aimost see the white
robed ones and hear their songa of welcome.

Thero are no baby coffins to be bought in Pokin, so a
box was mado ; we lined it with soft white silk from a
Chinese store. We dressed baby in her anowy robea
and laid her lovingly in her last resting place, We decked
the room with flowers, and strewed them over the little
any.

The next day we follpwed the tiny coffin to the cemetry.

With & song.of hope and words of cheer and trust, and
a prayer of faith, we comforted the sorrowing hearts,

Now a white stond marks the sacred spot where we laid
her, and flowers blossom on the grave that is visited
often and tended with loving care. :

* The Lord gave, and tﬁa Lord hath taken away;
bleased be the name of the Lord,” says the baby's father,
while baby’s mother answers, ‘‘Qur'baby is safa; ‘we
shall find her and have her, some glad day.” :

The blue-eyed baby’a mother is a Christinn, —Clara A.
Cushinan in Gospel in all Lands,
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