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he Primary Quarterly

JuLy, Avausr,

GREAT delight it has been to the

editor that the PRIMARY QUARTER-

Ly and Primary LearLer have

been in such brisk demand, for

there is nothing that he and those
who help him value more than the high
privilege of teaching the very little ones.
Instructing these is liké %owing in the early
gpringtime. The sun is warm, the air is
moist, the soil is greedy for the seed. Of
course, it grows. A later sowing is by no
means 8o sure,

This very demand caused embarrassment
last quarter. We had printc(l‘a very large
edition both of the QuarTERLY anid the Lear-
LET, but the orders fairly showered upon us,
and some have had actually to wait for this
present issue.  We are taking care to provide
another time for the biggest shower that can
fall.  Fruitful showers they are.

““Do you really intend the PRIMARY QUART-
ERLY and Learrer for little ones who cannot
read 7' some have asked us in surprise.
“Why not?””  ‘““Is there not too much in
them,” is the reply ; “how can the littlg
ones master it all ?”’

Well, let us see. Take the first lesson of
the quarter. The child cannot read, but his
eyes and ears are very sharp. He fastens at
once on the picture of the strange looking
heathen idol. Explain what it is and he
will quickly make choice as between worship
of such a creature and of the great God who
made and loves us all.

Now tell him how God’s own people had
turned their backs on Him for just such idols
and how faithful Hosea, who was loyal to
his Lond, pleaded with.them to come back.
This prepares for the Golden Text. The
words are eagy and it is soon learned—
here it is—‘“ Come and let us return unto the
Lord.” This is the key to the lesson.
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Tne Lesson Retop may come next.
Read it over to the child two or three times on
ag many different- days, and you will scarce-
ly need to repeat the Axswikrs when you
ask the Questions. The child’s nimble
téngue will be too quick for you.

Perhaps he can just spell out the I Have
LearNep To-pay, which is always in big
letters to catch the eye—and the heart, as
well. It is quite as readily memorized as is
the Catechism, with its admirably simple
language and clear thought.

The Scripture Text is given in full chiefly
that those who teach the child may have it
at hand to answer the questions that are sure
to be asked. The Lesson Hymn, seeking, as
it does, to give wings to the chief practical
truth of the lesson, comes last and may be
It needs no explanation :

said orfsung.

“If T come to Jesus,
He will hear my prayer,
For He loves me dearly
And my sins did bear.”’

QA

A Talk with Parents by a Primary
Teacher > §.Ce.

By Rae Furland (Raadrsac

Dear Christian parents, what do you covet
most earnestly for your children? 1 think
I hear you answer ‘‘ that they may early be
true followers of the Lord_Jesus Christ’’; and
many a one will add, ““I do pray for them,
and try to teach them all I can.” Some will
go further and say, ‘ But it seems as if my
prayers were not answered and my long
talks were all wasted. My elder children
cause me more anxious, thought than do my
little ones.”’ '

Dear fathers and mothers, however many
talks may have been wasted, not one earnest
prayerig lost, though it may not be answered
in the time or way you expect.
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A Talk with Parents

[July-September

About the talks you have tried to give.
Have they always been wise, or did you
sometimes take the opportunity of giving
them when your little one had been naughty,
thus associating in his mind words of
counsel with his own unhappy feeling? In
such a case the child would hasten to forget
them, because, as you know, we do not wish
to remempber unpleasant things. And more,
if uttered in anger, though slight, they would
be promptly resented.

Four-year-old Willie was being put to bed
one evening by his father. He had been
entertaining two little friends, and, being
somewhat excited, was more trouble than
usual. ‘“Do be quiet, Willie,”” said his
father, rather impatiently. Willie looked fip
and remarked pleasantly, ‘‘ You should not
speak to me like that, papa, my teacher says
we must love one another.”” The father ac-
cepted the rebuke meekly, and, by talking
quietly to hischild about his Sabbath School,
got him calmed down and to sleep.  \

Without a word, the father taught Willie

two very important lessons, viz., that love
can overcome, and how to receive a deserved
rebuke.

How was the father able to do this? Be-

cause he had learned to control himself. Ah,
here is a power, which we who have to do
with children often either forget or fail
to make use of. Because Willie’s father used
it on that occasion he obtained a new hold
on his child, and can, with benefit to him,

*use his own remark when he (Willie) is not
showing love by word or act.

One mother says, ‘‘I leave our evening
dishes to put away after the childgen have
gone to bed, and the half-hour after tea is
the happiest in the day. ,Ta winter round
the fire, in summer out of doors, we have
our little Sunday Sghool every day. We talk
about the old or the new lesson, and they
teach me the nymns they have learned. Be-
cause I am truly glad &g learn of them, they
are truly glad to learn of me.”

Another mother hearing of this plan said :
“T cannot give half an hour, but I think I
can-mansge ten minutes.””  She did: and
now with tears in her eyes, says, ‘‘ If only I

had thought about it when my elder children
were little. It has given me such an influ-
ence over my little ones, and they have such
confidence in me; they come t8 me with
everything in a way my other children nev-
er did.”’

Neither of these mothers has need to
give long talks to her children about what
they'should or should not do. They know
each other so well that a word or a look is
sufficient.

Perhaps at first glance, it seems strange
to speak of parents and children knowing
each other, but, when we think about it, it
is appalling how few really and truly do.

A father once said to a visiting teacher,
‘“How do you manage to teach the children
the golden text ? I try to do so every week
but they seem so stupid with me, they never
know it until after Sunday School.” *Oh,”
said the teacher, a light breaking over her
face, ‘‘that accounts for something I have
sometimes wondered at. Your children al-
ways remember it when they have learned it.
I see now ; it is because of the double teach-
ing. As to how I teach it, I suppose it is be-
cause I illgstrate it. Sometimes you know
it answers a question in the lesson story, as,
‘What did the three men say to King Nebug
chadnezzar when he would put them in the -
fiery furnace’? (Lesson III.). Then I -
ask,  When we are in trouble, to whom shall
ye go?’ Thus in various ways I get the
answer several times. Sometimes the golden
text is a-promise of God as ‘I will put my
spirit within you,’ or again it is & command
as ‘ Be ye strong, all ye people of the land,
saith the Lord, and work.” Whatever it is,
it is nearly always the central thought of the
lesson, and a few questions will cause its re-
petition again and again, not in a tedious way,
but showing it in its connection and sur-
roundings, and thus unconsciously fixing it
in the minds of the children.”

“I often think if more of the parents
would teachs their little ones something of
the lesson, we could do so much more for
them, for if they only hear it once it is so
easy to forget it,'; replied the father.

And so do I, dear fathers and mother. 1f
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vou are thinking about the lesson yourselves
vou will be able to put in a judicious word
or suggestion now and again, to fit right
in with their Sabbath School teaching, and
which will perchance be of more real benefit
than all the long talks in the world.
Toronto
O
The Children’s Sunday Evening
By Ellen M, Hurll

Mothers often find it difficult to entertain
their children on Sunday. I would like to
tell them of an evening that I once spent
with some friends, thinking that it may con-
tain a few helpful suggestions.

As the twilight hour approached, all who
could not attend the evening church service
assembled in the parlor for a social hour.

It was one of those chilly evenings
which we sometimes have in late summer
and a cheerful wood-fire blazed upon the
hearth. Since the Sabbath School at noon,
Auntie had entertained the children with
readings in her own room.

Now the little ones were in bed, and the
eYder boys were eager for further entertain-
me{\t, before they too left us for sleep-land.

“ What shall wé do?’’ they cried, as we

“La ve a good sing,”’ said Ernest,
the eldest.\ We all agreed, and while one
played_the organ, the others joined in the
old familiar hymns ; and the boys mist have
a solo from each one, so Royal sang a lovely
little song about the Star of Bethlehem,
others followed with selections of their own.
“Now we will :ging my favorite,”” said
Royal :

‘“ Dare to be a Daniel !
Dare to stand alone !
Dare to have a pu s true |
Dare to make it known !’

“Ilike that hymn,” he continued, ‘it
sounds 8o noble and grand.”” 8o we all sang
the favorite hymn, and the boys made it
very inspiring with their emphatic ‘‘ dares.”

‘“ Now,” said Auntie,- *‘ you must be tired
singing, so we will have Bible ‘come’s you
come.’ "’

“What is that?”’ asked the uninitiated.

The Chitdren’s Sunday Frening
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“You will see presently,” said Auntie,
““ Ernest, you may begin—choose gome char-
acter from the Bible, give us the initial
letter of the name, and we will guess who
it is.”’

The boys were familiar with Bible history,
and it took only a moment for Ernest to
select the letter S.

““Do we read about this person in the Old
Testament ?’’ asked Auntie.

“ Yen.”

“Is he mentioned after the (hildren of
Israel came out of Kgypt?”’

“Yes.”

‘““Wag he a very strong nh, and did he
have long hair? "’

“I do not think his hair was remarkably

long, and I never heard that he was especi-
ally strgng,’’ said Ernest.
_‘“Did his mother dedicate him to the Lord
wiien he was a little boy, and did he go to
live with a priest, and one night did the
Lord call him by name three times ?’’ asked
Royal.

‘“No, it was not Samuel.’”

““Was he a great king?”’ inquired Auntie.

“Yes.”

‘“Was he jealous of a young man who, he
thought, wanted to take away his kingdom,
and did he go to war against him?”’

““No, it was not Saul.”

““Was he a very rich king? "

“ \'08'1?

““Was he noted for his wisdom ?

" \'(‘ﬁ.”

““Ah, now we are getting nearer the right
answer. Did a certain queen come to visit
him when she heard of his fame and glory,
and did she declare the half was never told
her?” asked one.

“ \'08.”

‘“Solomon,” we all exclaimed.

‘“Right,”” said Ernest.

‘“Now let me give one,”’” said Royal, ““and
it shall be the letter D.”’

““Was he also a great king?”’ we asked.

#“No.”

“Was he a very good man, and was he
put in the lion’s den at one time for praying
to the Lord?”’




What Makes It Go !
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““No, it is not a man at all.”’

““You are right, my*boy ; the Bible, espe- *

“Oh, it is & woman then ?”’ cially the New Testament, is full of love.”
“Yes.” ‘“Because ‘God is love,””” sppke up
‘“Was she a prpphetess? "’ Royal.
‘“No.” “¢And if God so loved us/we ought also
Do we read about her in the Old Testa- | to love one another,’”’ contifued May.
ment ?"’ “‘If ye love me keep \my command-
“No."” ments,””’ said Auntie. And so we finished
“In the New Testament, then?”’ the circle. Rest was the next subject given
“Yes.” us, then others followed, until it was long
"“Was she a very good and benevolent |past the boys’ bedtime. Royal wanted to
woman ?"’ sing one more hymn before leaving us, so we
“Yes.” all joined in ‘“ Home Sweet Home,” a fit

“Did she make clothing and give to.the
poor, and was she raised from the dead by
one of Christ’s disciples ?”’

“ Yu.n

““Dorcas,” was the general exclamation.

““That is right.”

“After sqveral other characters had been
named, Auntie suggested that we vary the
programme, and let each in turn give a pas-
sage of Scripture, from memory, bearing
upon a certain subject, if possible.

“We will take that of trust,” said she,
and each give some text that tells us of
God.”

“ ¢Trust in the Lord with all thine heart,
and lean not to thine own understanding,’”’
promptly began Royal.

““Very good, Royal, now the next.”

“ “Trust in the Lord and do good ; so shalt
thou dwell in the land and verily thou shalt
be k‘( .v "

‘““Now, May.”

“ “What time I am afraid I will trust in
thee.””’

‘“ G(xxl"’

‘“ *Commit thy way unto the Lord ; trust
also in him and Ke shall bring it to pass.’”
And so on arofind the circle. ‘‘ Now,” said
Auntie, ‘we will change the topic to love.”

‘“ “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy-
self’ ; that is easy,” exclaimed Ernest.
“Tam glad you find it so easy to keep
that commandment, Ernest, I am afraid it is
rather difficult for most of us.”

‘“ Now, Auntie, you know I did not mean

that ; I meant it was easy to find passages of

ending to an enjoyable and profitable even-
ing. As the happy children bade us good-
night, I thought how good a thing it would
be if the same simple custom were carried
into many other households.—The Observer

N [
What Makes It Go?
(See Lesson XII.)
Harry lived in the cpuntry. Last summer
he went to the city to visit. How he did
enjoy it! What he liked best was to ride
with - Uncle Edgar on the electric cars. It
was such fun to climb up beside the window
and see the houses and shops ﬂying'}mat.
‘“But, uncle, what makes it go? There
are no horses.”’ ol
““I¢’s electricity, m boy.

“ What’s that,’ sax(( Harry
uncle?”’

) (\.«
. Where is it,

“It’s running alonF that wire up there.”
“T don’t see anything,” said Harry. ‘I
don’t believe it is there at all.”’
.Just then some people got out. The bell

rang for the car to go on. But it didn’t

move.
‘““ What’s the matter, uncle ?’
‘““Power’s off,”’” said he, looking up from

his 3 .
H}:rgﬁnw the driver git down on the step.
‘“How long before we start?’ asked a

man. ,

‘“ Doti’t know, sir.”

After they had sat a longb:ime a light
flashed from the lamps, the bell rang, the
wheels turned, and away the ;reat car went
bounding down the track. ‘‘That's queer
stuff, that electricity,’” said Hnrrﬁ'.

Strange too, is it not, how the Spirit of
God works in our hearts? No eye has ever
seen Him, no hand has ever touched Him,
and yet He is there, and He moves us more
powerfully than electricity moves the laden
car—moves us forward in the way of good-

Scripture with love in them.”

ness and of joy. s
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For the last two Quarters we have been
studying our Lord Jesus as the LIGHT oF THE
WorLp, and as our Redeemer, SAVING US BY (¢
His Lire AND DeaTH.

We turn now for this quarter and the
next to God’s dealings with His people in
the olden time before Christ came into the
world as the Man of Nazareth. We ghall
see that God has always been gracious, and
that even before Christ came the Lord saved
all those who were sorry for sin, and helped
all those who trusted Him.

Inr the lessons of this quarter we discover
twelve instances of how Tur Lorp BLrsses
AND Heres. It would be a good thing to
have the children learn this list by heart
and recite it. This can easily be accomp-
lished in thé twelve Sabbaths.

TuE Lorp BLEssEs AND HELps

1. He gives grace to the penitent, Hosea
14 : 1-9.

2. Hep red a brave boy, Dan. 1 : 8-21.

3. He delivered three true men, Dan.
3 :14-28.

4. He saved a faithful prophet, Dan.
5:17-31.
. 5. He protected a loyal worshipper, Dan.
H6 : 10-23.

6. He bestows a new heart, Ezek. 36 : 25-
36.

7. He raises to a new life, Ezek. 37 : 1-14.

8. He gives water of life, Ezek. 47 :1-12.
He helps His people :
9. By giving them a king’s favor, Ezra
1:1-]11.

10. By allowing them to build His house,
Ezra 3 :10—4 : 5.

11. By promiging to be with them, Hag.
2:1-9.

12. By pguring out His spirit upon them,
Zech, 4 : 144,

13. Review — ToE Lorp
Hewps.

BLESSES AND

Prayer Hymn
To be sung with hands fqlded and in low °
and reverent tones. ]
Father, lead Thy little childrén
Very early to Thy throne ;
We will have no gods before Thee :
Thou art God, and Thou alone,

In the Bible Thou hast taught us,

All our thoughits to Thee are known
Thou canst see us in the darkness,

Thou art God, arid Thou alone.—Amen.

every cage,




GRACIOUS INVITATIONS

va  Lesson L

" 0 Is'rael, return unto the Lorp thy God ;
for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity.

23 Takewith you words, and turn to8the
Lorp ; say unto him, Take away all iniquity,
and receive us graciously : so will we render
the calves of our lips.

3 Assh’ur shall not save us ; we will not
ride upon horses: neithgr will we say any
more to the work of our hands, }Ye are our

: for in thee the fatherless findeth mercy.

4 T will heal their backsliding, I will Jove
them freely : for mine anger is turned away
from him.

5 I will be as the dew unto Is’rael : he
shall grow gs the lily, and cast forth his
roots as Leb/anon.

Hosea 14 : 1-9—Memory Verses 4-7

July 2, 1899

6" His branches shall spread and his beauty
ghall be as the olive tree, and his smell as
Leb’anon.

7 They that dwell under his shadow shall
return ; they shall revive as the corn, and
grow as the vine : the scent thereof shall be
as the wine pf Leb’anon.

8 Eph’raim skall say, What have I to do
any more with idols? I have heard Aim,
and observed him : I am like a green fir tree.
From me is thy fruit found.

9 Who s wise, and he shall understand
these things ? prudent, and he shall know
them? for the ways of the Lorp are right,
and the just shall walk in them: but the
transgressors shall fall therein.

THE LESSON RETOLD

The lessons this Quarter are taken from the
first part of the Bible.

They tell of how God took care of His
people long before Jesus came to the world.

A HEATHEN IDOL

The story of these people was written by a

great many different men. The name of one

writer was Hosea, who was a prophet.

Hosea lived at a time when the Jews were
well off. Therr they forgot God and made
themselves horrid idols, and worshipped
them as they saw the heathen people doing.
Hosea felt terribly sorry, for he knew that,
if they kept on as they were doing, some
day their enemies would come and destroy
them altogether.

God had sent Hosea to tell the people that
He still loved them as a father and to invite
them to change their ways and be forgiven.

This is what he said :—

‘0 Israel, come back to the Lord your
God. Besorry for your sins, and ask the
Lord to forgive you. Tell Him that you
mean to do better and that you know heathen
idols can never help you.”

God spoke to them of thei
flowersand how they gre The sun shines
so brightly in that courftry that all plants
would soon be burnt up if, every night, the
dew did not come to water them. God said,
““You yourselves need my help just as these
flowers need dew. I am™able to make you
sweet and strong and useful like beautiful
lilies and olive trees and grape-vines in your
gardens, and the grain in your fields.”’

God might have sent a terrible punish-
ment to destroy these people, but He wanted

fine fruit and
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Gracious Invitations

n

to speak kindly and softly to them so that
they might see for themselves how ugly sin

QUESTIONS A

1. In what pz{rt of the Bible are this quar-
ter’s lessons?  Ans.—In the Old Testament,
2. Who wrote to-day’s lesson? Ans.—
Hosea. 3. Who was he? Ans.—One of
God’s prophets. 4. What is a prophet?
Ans.—One who speaks for God to men. 5.
To whom was this prophet sent? Ans.—
To God’s own people. 6. What was Hosea’s
message? Ans.—He was to invite the people
toreturn to God. 7. Howhad they got away
from God? Ans.—They had dope wrong,
8. What had they done? Ans.—They were
worshipping idols. 9. How did they learn

How to

Once there was a man who had two boys.

When they grew a little older the younger
one said, ‘‘ Father, I want some money,”
so the father gave him half of all he had.

Two or three days after this young man
packed his things and left home. He went
far away and had what he called a ‘“jolly
good time.”” He spent his money foolishly ;
and when it was gone he had nothing to eat
but dry husks used for feeding pigs.

Then he thought of home, and said to him-
self, ““ My father’s servants have more than

was, and learn to hate it and twrn from it
and be hely.

ND ANSWERS

to do it?
neighbors.

Ans.— They copied their heathen

10. What did Hosea say they
must do? Ans.—Ask God to forgive their
sins. 11. How must they feel? Ans.—Sorry
for what they had done. 12, What did God
promise to give them? Ans.—His help to
make them do right. 13. What did God say
His help was like? Ans.—The dew. 14.
Did God speak angrily tothem? Ans.—No.
He spoke as a father. 15. What is the Golden
Text.  Ans.—‘“ Come and let us return unto
the Lord.”

they can eat. T know what I'll do. T’ll go

1 HAVE LEARNED
TO-DAY THAT

[ Should

/

®olden Text—Come and let us return |
unto the Lord.—Hos. 6: 1.

Catecbism—36. What has God done
to save us from sin? God sent His Son
Jesus Christ into the world to save us from
sin.

<>

Forgive
home and ask my father to forgive me and
let me be one of his servants.”

When he had gone part way his father
saw him and came running to meet him,
and almost before he could say a word had
kissed him on both ¢heeks.

Then the father called to his servants to
bring fine clothes and shoes for his boy and
to get dinner ready quickly. ‘‘And don’t
forget thegold ring for his finger | for this
my son was dead. and is alive He
was lost and is found.”

be Sorry for my Sins

Lesson Hpmn

F I come to Jesus,
He will hear my prayer,
For He lpves me dearly,
And my'sins did bear. Amen!
—Hymn 5563, Book of Praise
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DANIEL IN BAB}LON

Lesson I1.

Daniel T : 8-21

(May be used as a Temperance Lesson)

July 9, 1899

Memory Verses, 17-20

8. But Dan’iel

urposed in his heart that he
would not dcﬁleq

imself with the portion of

the king’s meat, nor with the wine which he
drank : therefore he requested of the prince
of the eunuchs that he might pot defile him-
self.

9 Now God had brought Dan’iel into favour
prince of the

‘and tender love with the
eunuchs. -

10 And the prince of the eunuchs said
unto Dan’iel, I}l-ur my lord the king, who
hath appointed your meat and your drink :
for why should he see your faces worse lik-
ing than the children which are of your sort?
then shall ye make me endanger my head to
the king.

11 Then raid Dan’iel to Mel’zar, whom the

rince of the eunuchs had set over Dan’iel,
anani’ah, Mi’ghael, and Azari’ah.

12 Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten
days : and let them give us pulse to eat, and
water to drink.

13 Then let our countenances be looked
upon before thee, and the countenance of
the children that eat of the portion of the
king’s meat : and as thou seest, deal with
thy servants.

THE LESSON RETOLD

!

14 So he consented to them in this matter,
and proved them ten days.

15 And at the end of ten days their coun-
tenances appeared fairer and latter in flesh
than all the children which did eat the por-
tion of the king’s meat.

16 Thus Mel’zar took away the portion of
their meat, and the wine that they should
drink ; and gave them pulse.

17 As for these four children, God gave
them knowledge and gkill in all learning and
wisdom : and ’iel had understanding in
all visions and dreams.

18 Now at the end-of the days that the
king had said he should bring them in, then
the prince of the eunuchs brought them in
before Neb’uchadnez’zar.

19 And the king communed with them ;
and among them all was found none like
Dan‘iel, Hanani’ah, Mi’shael, and Azari’ah ;
therefore stood they before the king.

20. And in all matters of wisdom and
understanding, that thg king enquired of
them, he found them ten-times better than
all the magicians and astrologers that were
in all his realm,

21 And Dan’iel continued.even unto the
first year of king Cy’rus.

Al

Far away in Babylon lived a great heathen
king called Nebuchadnezzar. ,

Once he fought against Gbd’s people, the
Jews, and took many of them away to his
country as prisoners.

Then ho said to onc of his chief servants,
“ Choose some of the strong, bright, hand-
some, well-brought-up, clever boys among
these Jews. I will have my wise priests teach
them so that they may know our language
and our worship and by-apd-by beceme wise
priests themselves.” A

The boys were to have a ni
and were to have the same
king himself.

But there was one boy in that school who
made up his mind that he would not eat
king’s meat, because, though it tasted so
nice, he knew that it had been given to the
idols first, and that to eat it was just the
same as)praying to idols.

place to live
to eat as the
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Daniel in Babylon

73

His name was Daniel, and he had three

boy friends ‘ﬁomjust as brave and true
T
to the man who took care

as he was.

So Daniel
of them, ‘‘Please take away this meat and
wine and give us pulse and water instead.”
Pulse was a coarse food like beans. °

But the servant replied, ‘‘ Oh, no, the king
would be angry if you were to get thin and
sick-looking. He would blame me for not
taking good care of you.”

Daniel begged so hard that at last the ser-
vant said, ‘‘ You may have plain food for a
little while and then I will see how you

,' 1. What was the name of the king who
made prisoners of the Jews? Ans.—Nebu-
chadnezzar. 2. Wheredid helive? Ans.—
In Babylon. 8. ‘What kind of place was
Babylon? Ans.—A heathen city. 4. What
did the king do with the Jewish boys?
Ans.—He sent them to school. 5. Were
they kindly treated? Ans.—Yes. 6. What
was given them to eat? Ans.—Meat and
wine from the king’s table. 7. What was
the name of $he bravest boy in the school ?
Ans.—Daniel. 8. What did he do? Ans.—
He made up his mind not to eat the king’s

QUESTIONS A

look.””  So for ten days Daniel and his three
boy friends had only their coarse pulse and’
water, whilst the other boys had king’s food
and wine. At the end of that time the king’s
servant found that Daniel and his friends
were fatter and stronger than any of the
others; so they were never asked to eat
king’s food again.

God was so pleased with what these boys
had done that the Bible says He gave them
wisdom and understanding so that they were
ten times wiser than any of the great and
wise men in Babylon. This was because they
had been faithful and true to God.

ND ANSWERS

meat, nor to drink the wine. 9. Why was
it wrong? “Ans.—Because it had been offer-
ed to idols. 10. Why did the king’s servant
not want to change the food? Ans.—Be-
cause he was afraid 6f making the boys sick-
looking. 11. For how long did Daniel beg
to try plain food? Ans.—For ten days.
12. Then how did Daniel and his three
friends look ? Ans.—Fairer and fatter than
all the others. 13. Who was pleased with
what Daniel had done? Ans.—God. 14.
What did He do for Daniél ? Ans.—He made
him wiser than all the wise Jews of Babylon.

A Wise and Brave Boy

Little Harry had been very sick.

When he was slowly recovering and just
able to be up, he was left alone a short time,
when his sister came in eating a piece of
cake. His appetite was coming back ; he
wanted very much to takea bite of the cake,
and his sister would gladly have given it to
him : but higmother had said, no, it would

I HAVE LEARNED
TO-DAY THAT

Golden Tert—Daniel pul;i)osed in his
heart that he would not defile himself.—
Dan. 1: 8.

Catecbism—37. How did Jesus Christ,
God’s Bon, come into the worldP Jesus
Christ came into the world by being born a
little child.

88. How was Jesus Christ different
from us P Jesus Christ was altogether with-
out gin.

not be safe till he was stronger.

What did he do?

‘‘ Jennie,” said he, “you must run right
out of the room away from me with that
cake, and I'll keep my eyes shut while you
go,- 8o that I shan’t want it.”’

Brawe little man !

[ Should Dare to Do Right

Lesson bymn

TANDING by a purpose true,
Heeding G()d'ﬂp(‘(;[l)l(l)llmd,
Honor them the faithful few !
All hail to Daniel’s band !
Dare to be a Daniel !
Dare to stand alone !
Dare to have a purpose firm !
Dare to make it known.—Amen.

—Hynth 533, Book of Praise.




/

The Hebrews in the Fiery Furnace

Lesson Ili.

<

14 Neb’uchadnez’zar spake and said unto
them, Is it true, O Sha’drach; Me/shach, and
Abed’-nego, do not ye serve my gods, nor
worship the golden image which I have
set u

15 Now if yebe ready that at what time ye
hear the sound of the cornet, flute, hnrp,x-uu'](-
but, pealtery, and dulcimer and all kinds of
musick {le Il down and worship the image
which { have made ; well : but if ye worship
not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the
midst of a burning fiery furnace ; and who
is that God that shall deliver you out of my
hands? N

16 Sha’drach, Me/shach, and Abed’-nego,
answered and said to the king, O Neb/uchad-
nez’zar, we are not careful to answer thee in
this matter.

17 If it be 8o, our God whom we serve is
able to deliver us from the burning fiery
furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine
hand, O king.

18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O
king, that [we will not serve thy gods, nor
worsixip the golden image which thou hast
set up. .

19 g’hen was Neb’uchadnez’zar full of fury
and the form of his visage was clmngﬂi
nst Sha’drach, Me'shach,and Abed’-nego:
ther¢fore he spake, and commanded that
they should heat the furnace one seven
times more than it was wont to be heated.

20 And he commanded the most mighty
men that were in hisarmy to bind Sha’drach,
Me’shach, and Abed’-nego, and to cast them
into the burning fiery furnace.

21 Then these men were bound in their
coats, their hosen, agd their hats, and their
other garments, and M‘:ﬂc into the midst
of the burning fiery fu 8.\

THE HEBREWS IN THE FIERY FURNACE
‘Danie] 3 : 14-28—Memory Verses, 16-18

[July 16

-

July 16, 1899

22 Therefore because the king’s command-
ment was urgent, and the furnace exceeding
hot, the flame of the fire slew those men
that took up Sha’drach, Me’shach, and Abed’-

nego.

053 And these three men, Sha’drach, Me’-
shach, and Abed’-nego fell down bound into
the midst of the burning fiery furnace.

24 Then Neb’uchadnez’zar the king was
astonied, and rose up in haste, and spake,
and said dnto his counsellors, Did not we
cast three men bound into the midst of the
fire? They answered and said unto the
king, True, O king.
2§ He answered and said, Lo, I see four
men loose, walking in the midst of the fire,
and they have no hurt ; and the form of the
fourth is like the Son of God. -

26 Then Neb/uchadnez’zar came near to
the mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and
spake, and said, Sha’drach, Me¢/shach, and
Abed’-nego, ye servants of the mogt high
God, comp forth, and come hither. Then
Sha’drach, Me’shach, and Abed’-nego, came
forth of the midst of the fire.

27 And the princes,’ governors and cap-
taing, and the king’s counsellors, being
gathered together, saw these men, upon
whose bodies the ﬁ're had no power, nor was
an hair of their, head singed, neither were
their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had

on them. s

28 Then Neb’uchadnez’zar spake, and said,
Blessed be the God of Sha'drach, Me’sluwh
and Abed’-nego, who hath sent his 1, and
delivered his servants that trusted in him,
and have changed the king’s word, and
yielded their bodies, that they might not
serve nor worship any god, except their own

God.

\ THE LESSON RETOLD

When Daniel’s three brave friends had be-
come men, Nebuchadnezzar wag still king
and he had been making a great golden idol.

When it was all finished, he set a day for the
people to come and worship it. He said, “I
will tell the band when to play, and if any-
one will mot fall down on his knees when the
music begins, I-will have that man put into
a blazing oven and burnt up.”

8o the princes and the rulers and the
crowds of jpeople were all careful to do ex-
actly what the king said, except Daniel’s
three friends. They heard the band but

they did not fall down and worship the idol.

Some one went straight and told the king
and the king sent to have them brought to
him at once. He was very angry indeed
and callpd to his servants to see that the
furnace was hot.

But the three men only said, ¢ Our God
whom we serve is able to take eare of us.
He is stronger than the king himself and be-
cause we are His gervants we will never fall
down before the idol or pray to heathen
gods.”” Then Nebuchadnezzar in his fury
told his strongest soldiers to threw them
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right into the fire.

The fire was so hot that it burnt up the
soldiers, but the Bible says that God’s ser-
vants were not hurt the least bit,

Nebuchadnezzar was much surprised by
what he saw. He said, ‘““Were there not
three thrown in? But I see four men walk-
ing in the fire and one ofythem is like ‘““‘a
son of the gods.” (See Revised Version.)

Then he called them to come out of the
furnace and they walked out alive. Their
clothes did not smell of fire and there was
not ore hair on their heads even singed.

After this the king’s mind changed. He
said now, ‘‘If I find anyone spéaking against
the true God, I will punish him ; for there is
no other God who can deliver after this
’\th.h

b vavg

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. What message did king Nebuchadnezzar
send to his people? Ans.—Everyone must
worship my golden idol. 2. Who disobeyed
him? Ans.—Daniel’s three friends. 3.—
How were they punished? Ans.—They
were thrown into a fiery furnace. 4. Did
they know what would happen if they did
not worship theidol? Ans.—Yes. 5. Why
were they not afraid? Ans.—They knew
that God would take care of them. 6. Did

He take care of them? Ans.—Yes, He was
with them in the fire. 7. Who watched
them there? Ans.—King Nebuchadnezzar.
8. When he saw them still alive what did
he do? Ans.—He called them to come out.
9. Were the men at all hurt? Ans.—No,
there was not even the smell of fire upon
them. 10. What did the king then say?
Ans.—There is no God who can deliver after
this sort.

4 Bafe

at the window, and running over found a but-
terfly flying about in a great fright, for there,
outside the window, was a/ sparrow darting
at the pane to catch the butterfly.

““That sparrow makes me think of to-day’s
\_lesson,” said mother. ‘‘The angry king

Nellie and Marjory heard ;:}x'('kin noise

I HAVE LEARNED
TO-DAY THAT

®olden Tert—Our God whom we serve
is able to deliver us.—Dan. 3:17.

e

Catechism—39. What do you know
of the early life of JesusP? Until Jesus
was thirty years old He lived with His par-
ents, whom He loved and obeyed.

thought it would be easy to have God’s ser-
vants burnt u‘), but all the time they were

uite safe. The butterfly is as safe behind
this glass as if it were miles away from the
gparrow. Only it doesn’t know it, poor
thing. It's only when we forget that God is
caring for us that we are afraid.”’

God Takes Care of Those Who Love Him

Lesson bHymn

O him that o’ercometh God giveth
a crown ;

Through faith we shall conquer,
though often cast down ;

He who is our Saviour our strength
will renew ;

Look ever to Jesus—He will carry
you through. Amen.

—Hymn 530, Book of Praise.

]
~




The Handwriting on the Wall

July 23

THE HANDWRITING ON THE WALL

Lesson 1V,

17 Then Dan’iel answered and said before
the king, Let thy gifts be to thyself, and
give thy rewards to another ; yet I will read
the writing unto the king, and make known
to him the interpretation.

18 O thou king, the most high God gave
Neb'uchadnez ‘zar thy father a kingdom, and
majesty, and glory, and honour :

19 Ang for the majesty that he gave him
all people, nations, and {mgua N, trembled
and feared before him : whom he would he
slew ; and whom he would he kept alive ;
and whom he would he set up ; and whom
he would he put down.

20 But when his heart was lifted up, and
his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed
from his kingly throne, and they took his

lory from him :

21 And he was driven from the sons of
men ; and his heart was made like the
beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild
asses : they fed him with grass like oxen,

and his body was wet with the dew of hea-
ven ;

ruloé

till he knew that the most high God
in the kingdom of men, and that he
an)oimvth over it whomsoever he will.

22 And thou his son, O Belghaz’zar, hast
not humbled thine heart, though thou knew-
est g1l this;

2J But hast lifted up thyself against the

-

THE LESSC

Though God had made Nebuchadnezzar a
very rich and powerful king, his heart only
got prouder and harder all the time. At last
God sent him a very severe punishment and

after that he died.

Daniel 5 : 17-31—Memory Verses, 24-28

July 23, 1899

Lord of heaven ; and they have brought the
vessels of his house,before thee, and thou,
and thy lords,thy wives,and thy concubines,
have drunk wine in them ; and thou hast

raised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass,
iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor
hear, nor know : and the God in whose hand
thy breath 8, and whose are all thy ways,
hast thou not glorified :

24 Then was the part of the hand sent
from him ; and this writing was written.

25 And thisisthe writing that was written,
ME’NE, ME’NE, TE’KEL, UPHAR/SIN.

26 This s the interpretation of the thing :
ME/NE ; God hath numbered thy kingdom,
and finished it.

27 TE/KEL ; Thou are weighed in the bal-
ances, and art found wanting.

28 PE/RES : Thy kingdom is divided, and
given to the Medeg and §> r/sians.

29. Then commandegl Belshazzar, and they
clothed Dan’iel with_ scarlet, and put a chain
of gold about his neck, and made a proclama-
tion concerning him, that he should be the
third ruler in the kingdom.

30 In that night was Belshaz’zar the king
of the Chalde’ans slain.

31 And Dari’us the Me’/dian took the king-
dom, being about’ threescore and two years
old.

)N RETOLD

Belshazzar was now reigning.

He was quite a young man. He said, ‘I
am not afraid of anything. I have the
strongest soldiers in the world to fight for
me, and I can enjoy myself asI like.”” Sohe

made a great feast and invited
all his friends.

Then he did a very wicked
thing. He sent and got the
holy cups and dishes that his
father had carried off from God'’s
house in Jerusalem and used
them to drink wine out of
while he and his: friends shout-

BN ed the praises of the heathen
B idol.

Suddenly something happened
that frightened everyone, and
made the king shiver all over.

This is what he saw : on the
wall of the room a man’s hand
writing strange words.

'\
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The Handwriting on the Wall

Belshazzar could not xead the words.
Neither could anyone at the table.

Then he sent for his wise men to come ; but
none of them could read them, and both the
king and his lords were in great trouble.

But the queen gaid, .‘“Send for Daniel.
He will be able to tell the meaning of it.”’

When Daniel came in, the king offered to
give him a fine present ; but Daniel would not
take it. He said to Belshazzar, ‘ You know
how God punished your fathor,é Nebuchad-
nezzar, for his sins, but that did not make

your heart humble. It is God who gives
you everything you have, but you have not
thanked Him. He has written these strange
words. They mean that He will punish
you by not allowing you to be king any
longer.”’

Because Daniel was able to read the writ-
ing they put a chain round his neck and
made him third ruler in the kingdom.

That same night God’s words came true.
Belshazzar was killed by fis enemies be-
cause he had not trusted in the true God.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. What happened to King Nebuchadnez-
zar? Ans.—He was punished for his pride
and then he died. 2. Who was the king
now? Ans.—Belshazzar. 3. Was he a bet-
ter man? Ans.—No, he was proud and he
was foolish, too. 4. How did he show that he
didn’t care for God’s worship? Ans.—He
used the temple dishes at a heathen feast.
5. Did God see him? Ans.—Yes. 6. What
happened at the feast ? Ans.—The kingsaw
a man’s hand writing on the wall. 7. How

white kite and

n with a fiery
red eye upon it. May and Charlie were
making the kite’s tail. When it was finish-
ed Frankie put it away to dry.

Chgrlie had promised not to touch it, but
when Frankie and May had gone away he
could not resist putting a finger on the
dragon’s eye. Alas| the paint was wet, and
the paper soft, so Charlie’s finger went
througﬁ),c and made a big hole. ‘‘ He won’t

Frankie had made a lax(-Pe
was painting a big green

I HAVE LEARNED
TO-DAY THAT

@olden Text—God is the judge.—Ps. 75: 7.
Tod

Catecbhism—40. How did Jesus spend
the remaining three years of his life on
earth P Jesus spent the last three years of
His life in doing good, and in teaching men
about God.

*

The Dragon’s Eye

did he feel? Ans.—Very much frightened.
8. Could he or his wise men read the writ-
ing? Ans.—No. 9. Who did read it? Ans.
—Daniel. 10. What did Daniel say it meant?
Ans.—That God would punish the king and
take away his kingdom. 11. What was done
for Daniel? Ans.—He was made third ruler
in Babylon. 12. How soon did God’d word
come true? Ans.—That same night. 13.
What is the Golden Text? Ans.—‘‘God is
the judge.”

RS
know I did it,”’ thought the little boy; so
he said nothing to anyone.

But that night he could not sleep. The
dragon seemed staring at him with the hole
in its eye. At last he could bearit no longer ;
and creeping out of bed, he went and ﬁld
Frankie all about it.

Frankie soon forgave him, and the next
day father pasted a piece of paper over the
hole, the red eye was painted in again, and

the dragon looked as well as ever.

God Blesses His Faithful Children

Lesson Hymn

IFE passeth soon; .
L' llzeath dmgwoghh I:)ear :
eep us, rd,
Till Thou fp r; '
For Thee to live,
In Thee to die,
With Thee to reign through eternity.
Amen.
—Hymn 331, Book of Praise,

-




Daniel in the Den of Lions
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DANIEL IN THE DEN OF LIONS

Lesson V.

10 Now when Dan’iel knew that the writ-
ing was signed, he went into his house ; and
his windows being open in his chamber to-
ward J(-ru’mlcm,%ne neeled upon his knees
three times a day, and prayed, and gave
thanks before his God, as fl() id aforetime.

11 Then these men assembled, and found
Dan’iel praying and making supplication be-
fore his God.

12 Then they came near, and spake before
the king concerning the king’s decree ; Hast
thou not signed a decree, that every man that
shall ask a petition of any God or man with-
in thirty days, save of thee, O king, shall be
cast into the den of lions? The i(ing an-
swered and said, The thing s true, accordin
to the law of the Medes and Per’sians, whic
altereth not.

13 Then answered they and said before the
king, That Dan’iel, which s of the children
of the captivity of Ju/dah, regardeth not
thee, O king, nor the decree that thou hast
si%wd, but maketh his petition three times
a day.

14 Then the king, when he heard these
words, was sore displeased with himself, and
set his heart on Dan’iel to deliver him : and
he laboured till the going down of the sun to
deliver him.

15 Then these men assembled unto the
king, and said unto the king, Know, O king,
that the law of the Medes and Per/gians 1s,
That no decree nor statute which tjw king
establisheth may be changed.

16 Then the king commanded, and they

-~

Daniel 6 : 10-23—Memory Verses, 21-23

July 30, 1899
brought Dan’iel, and cast him into the den
of lions. Now the king spake and said unto
Dan’iel, Thy God whom thou servest contin-
ually, he will deliver thee.

]7) And a stone was brought, and laid upon
the mouth of the den ; and the king sealed
it with his own signet, and with the signet
of his lords ; that the purpose might not be
changed coneerning Dan’iel.

18 Then the king went to his palace, and
passed the night fasting : neither were in-
struments of musick brought before him :
and his sleep went from him.

19 Then the king arose very early in the
iporning, and went in haste unto the den of
ions.

20 And when he came to the den, }ije cried
with a lamentable voice unto Dan’iel : and
the king spake and said to Dan’iel, O Dan'iel,
servant of the living God, is thy God, whom
thou servest continually, able to deliver thee
from the lions ?

21 Then said Dan’iel unto the king, O king,
live for ever.

My God hath sent his angel, and hath
shut'the lion’s mouths, that they have not
hurt me : forasmuch as before him innocen-
cy was found in me; and also before thee,
0 kin% have I done no hurt.

23 Then was the kin exceeding glad for

him, and commanded that they should take

Dan’iel up out of the den. So Dan’iel was
taken up out of the den, and no manner of
hurt was found upon him, because he be-
lieved in his God.’

THE LESSON RETOLD

Darius was the name of the king who
now reigned in Babylon.

When he saw that Daniel was to be trust-
ed, he made him chief ruler in his kingdom.

Then the other princes and rulers were
jealous and they watched Daniel to see if he
would make any mistakes.

Wheén they couldn’t find any, they made
up a wicked plan. They knew that Daniel
prayed to God every day; so they went to
the king and asked him to make a rule that
if anyone was found praying except to the
king himself, he was to be thrown into the
den of lions.

8o King Darius wrote the law and signed
it with his scal and nothing could change it.
When Daniel heard about it, he went into his
house and kneeling down with the windows
open, he pmyfd to God three times every day,
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Dandel in the Den of Lions

79

as he had always done. His enemies saw
him do it. Then they went and told the
king.

Now the king loved Daniel, and he was
terribly angry with himself for making the
law ; but it was too late to take it back.
That very evening, therefore, they threw
Daniel in among the hungry lions.

But Darius was so troubled that he could
not eleep, and very early in the morning he
ran to the den, hardly hoping to find Daniel
alive. Then he called in a sad voice, ‘‘ Oh,

Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God
able to save thee from the lions?’’ And
Daniel, who was still quite safe in the
lions’ den, answered, ‘ My God hath sent
his angel and hath shut the lions’ mouths
and they have not hurt me because I have
done no harm.”

Then they took Daniel up, and the Bible
says there was not one bite or scratch upon
him because he had trusted in God and God
had shut the lions’ mouths,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. Who was king now? ¢ Ans.—Darius.
2. How did Darius show that he trusted Dan-
iel ? Ans.—He set him over the other rulers.
3. How did they try to hurt him? Ans.—
They got the king to make a law against
praying to the true God. 4. How did Daniel
show that he wasn’t afraid? Ans.—He left
his windows open and went on praying. 5.

How did they treat him ? Ans.—They threw
him into the den of lions. 6. How long
did he stay there? Ans.—All night. 7.
Did the lions hurt him? Ans.—No. 8.
Why? Ans.—God sent an angel and shut
the lions’ mouths. 9. What is the Golden

Text? Ans.—‘‘The Lord is thy keeper.”

Frank’s Lion

Patty came to spend the day with her
cousin Frank.

“Let’s play Daniel in the lion’s den,”
said Frank. ‘““You be Daniel, and T'll
throw you into the den. T’ll be the lion.”

‘8o Frank put Patty into a dark hole be-
hind the steps. Then he crawled in on his
hands and knees roaring and gnashing his
teeth. He got Patty’sarm in his mouth just
as if he was going to make a meal of her,

Patty gave a terrible scream. When Frank
found Patty was crying, he jumped up.
“What’s the matter?’”’ he asked angrily.

I HAVE LEARNED
TO-DAY THAT

®olden Text—The Lord is thy keeper. |

—Psalm 121 : 5.

Catecbism — 41. Whom did Jesus
claim to be P Jesus said that He was the
Son of God.

‘T was afraid you’d turn real lion and eat
me up,”” sobbed Patty.

Frank felt something like a wild beast inside
of him. He wanted to call Patty asilly baby
and show her what he thought of her. Then
Le remembered God. ¢ Oh, come and help
me to be kind,”” he prayed all to himself.

Then the cruel feclings went away and
Frank said, *‘ I’'m sorry I played so roughly.
I did not mean to frighten you, Patty.
(C'ome, we'll play lamb or anything you
like.”’

The Lord Is My Keeper

Lesson bpmn

OD, that madest earth and
heaven,
Darkness and light ;
Who the day for toil hast given,
For rest the night ;

May Thine angel-guards defend us,
Slumber sweet lK mercy send us,
Holy dreams and hopes attend us,

This livelong night. Amen.
—Hymn 373, Book of Praisc.




The New Heart

[August 6

THE NEW HEART

Lessson V1.

25 Then will I gprinkle clean water upon

ou, and ye shall be clean: from all your

Ithiness, and from all your idols, will I
cleanse you.

26 A new heart also will I give you, and
a new spirit will I put within you: and I
will take away the stony heart out of your

flesh,~and I will give you an heart of flesh.

27 And I will put my spirit within you
and cause you to walk in my statutes, and
ye shall keep my judgments, and do
them

28 And‘ye I}ha'll dwell 1(;1 the l]:::l]ld btehnt I
gave to your fathers: an e 8 m
people, Xnd I will be your &od. J

28 I will also save you from all your un-
cleannesses: and I will call for the corn,

d will increase it, and lay no famine upon

ou.

}“80 And T will multiFIy the fruit of the
tree, and the increase of the field, and ye
shall receive no more reproach of famine
among the heathen.

31 Then shall ye remember your own evil

Ezekiel 36 : 25-36—Memory Verses, 25-27

August 6, 1899

ways, and your doings that were not good,
and shall lothe yourselves in your own
sight for your iniquities and for your abom-
inations. '

82 Not for your sakes do I this, saith the
Lord Gop, be 1t known unto you : be ashamed
and confounded for your own ways, O house
of Israel.

33 Thus saith the Lord Gop; In the day
that I shall have cleansed you from all your
iniquities I will also cause you to dwell
in the cities, and the wastes shall be builded.

34 And the desolate land shall be tilled

whereas it lay desolate in the sight of all
that passed by.
35 And they shall say, This land that was
desolate is become like the garden of E’den ;
and the waste and desolate and ruined cities
are become fenged, and are inhabited.

36 Then the heathen that are left round
about you shall know that I the Lorp build
the ruined places,and plant that that was deso-
zlate : I the Lorp have spoken #, and I will

o i,

THE STORY RETOLD

The Jews were God’s own people. He
had given them a beautiful country and

promised to take care of them if they wor-
shipped and obeyed Him as their God.

But they forgot Him altogether and wor-
shipped the idols of their heathen neigh-
bors. 8o God punished them by allowing a
heathen king to come and destroy their
homes and take them far away to Babylon
as slaves.

In Babylon they had to work very hard,
and the heathen people made fun of them,
and they were very unhappy. They often
used to long to go back to their old home.

There were a few men among them still
faithful to the true God. Daniel was one,
Ezekiel was another. These men often
prayed that God would forgive the sins of
the Jews and that He would some day allow
them to go home again.

At last God sent a message to Ezekiel say-
ing that He was ready to forgive their sins
if they were truly sorry and wanted to do
better. He promised to send His Spirit to
change their wicked hearts so that they
would hate doing wrong and love to do
right.

Hetold Ezekiel that they would have their
beautiful homes again and plenty for every-
one to eat. Then they would remember how
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disobedient they had been and would be
ashamed at having been so foolish and
sinfuk
There was something else in Ezekiel’s
message. It was God’s reason for showing
QUESTIONS A
1. Who were God’s people? Ans.—The
Jews. 2. What had He done for them?
Ans.—He had given them a beautiful coun-
~try to livein, and had taught them how to
worship Him. 8. Did they always do right?
Ans.—No, they forgot God and worshipped
idols. 4. How were they punished? Ans.—
They were carried off as slaves to Babylon.
5. Did God say He would have nothing more
to do with them? Ans.—No, God loved
them too much to say that. 6. Whom did

A New Hmrt
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these poor Jews so much kindness. It was
this: He wanted their heathen neighbors
to see what God could do for His people, so
that they too might become His true servants,
which is real missionary work.

ND ANSWERS

Ezekiel. 7. What did God tell Ezekiel to
say ? Ans.—That He was willing to wash
away their sins. 8. What did He promise
to givethem? Ans.—A new heart. 9. What
did God promise besides? Ans.—That some
day they would be allowed to go home. 10.
What was God’s reason for showing these
people so much kindness? Ans.—He want-
ed the heathen to know that He was the
true God. 11. What is the Golden Text?
Ans.—*‘“ A new heart also will I give you.”

He send to speak kindly to them? Ans.—

Curly’s Lesson

Once there was a rich shepherd who had a
hundred sheep. The name of the smallest
lamb was Curly.

Every morning when the shepherd took
them to the green pastures and every night
when he brought\them home, Cu?y walked
close béside him. ;

When Curly had grown a little bigger he
began to say to himself, ‘I don’t see why
we have to stay in that old fold. I want to
see what it's like outside at night.”” 8o,
when the rest were going home, Curly stayed
and hid behind a rock. Then he turned and
ran the other way.

Very soon he lost himself, and oh ! how

hid the moon and Curly felt something
prickly. He was caught fastin a thorn-
bush. Then he called ‘‘ Ma-a-a’’! But instead
of his mother he heard a loud growl. It
was Mr. Wolf. He was hungry too.

At the fold the shepherd was counting his
sheep. ““Why Curly is not here!” he
cried. So he ran into the dark and got to
the thorn-bush just in time to save him from
the wolf and carry him safely home. Then
he tied up his sore feet and gave him warm.
milk to drink.

All this made Curly quite different, and
now, though he is an old sheep, when his
master calls he is the very first to obey. Itis

rough and sharp the stones were! A cloud

I HAVE LEARNED
TO-DAY THAT

@olden Text.—A new heart also will I
give you.—Ezek. 36 : 26.

Catecbism.- 42. How did Jesus show
that He was the Bon of God P Jesusshow-
ed that He was the Son of God by His holy
life, His heavenly teachings and His wonder-
ful works,

easy to obey those who love us.

I Need a New Heart Which God Will Give Me

——————t

Lesson bymn

ORD, I confess to Thee
Sadly my sin ;
I am, tell Thee ; ;

All I have been |
Purge Thou my sins away,
Wash Thou my soul this day,
Lord, make me clean | Amen.
—I{)mn 160, Book of Praise.




Ezekiel's Great Vision

[August 13

EZEKIEL'S GREAT VISION

Lesson VII.

The hand of the Lorp was upon me, and
carried me out in the spirit of the Lorp, and
set me down in the midst of the valley which
was full of bones.

2 And caused me to pass by them round
abont: and, behold, there wereg®ry many in
the open valley ; and, lo, they were very dry.

8 And he said unto me, Son of man, can
these bones live? And I answered, O Lord
Go6p, thou knowest.

4 in he said unto me, Prophesy upon
these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry
bones, hear the word of the Lorb.

5 Thus saith the Lord Gob unto these
bones ; Behold, I will cause breath to enter
into you, and ye shall live :

6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and
will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you
with gkin, and put breath in you, and ye
shall live ; and ye shall know that I am the
Lorb.

7 8o I prophesied as I was commanded :
and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and
behold a shaking, and the bones came to-
gether, bone to his bone.

8 And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and
the flesh came up upon them, and the skin
covered them above : but there was no breath
in them.

Ezekiel 37 : 1-14—Memory Verses, 5, 6 August 13, 1899

9 Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto
the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to
the wind, Thussaith the Lord Gop ; Come
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe
upon these slain, that they may live.

10 So I prophesied as he commanded me,
and the breath came into them, and they
lived, and stood up upon their feet, an ex-
ceeding great army.

11 Then he said untoyme, Son of man,
these bones are the whole {mum of Israel:
behold, they say, Our boney are dried, and
our hope is lost: we are Fut off for our
parts.

12 Therefore prophesy and say unto them,
Thus saith the Lord Gob ; Behold, O my
.people, I will open your graves, and cause
you to come up out of your ves, and
bring you into the land of ls’mcF.m

13 And ye shall know that I am the Lorb,
when I have opened your graves, O my
people, and brought you up out of your
graves,

14 And shall put my spirit in you, and ye
shall live, and H)thl“ place you in your own
land : then shall ye know that I the Lorn
have spoken it and performed #, saith the
Lorb.

THE LESSON RETOLD

Before Jesus Christ came, God had many
ways of speaking to His people.

Sometimes He would send an angel or a
cloud of fire, but often He spoke to some
good and holy man and gave him a message
for all the others.

Such a man was called a prophet.

Now Ezekiel was a prophet, and it was
through him that the poor Jewish slaves in
Babylon heard that God was willing to fur,b
give their sins and would some day také
them back to their own country.

Soon after this message, another message
came to Ezekiel from God.

This time God showed him a strange pic-
ture or vision, as it was called.

In the vision Ezekiel saw a great valley all
scattered over with bones. The people must
have been dead a long time for the bones
were o very dry.

God said to Ezekiel, ‘‘Can these bones
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live?” 0O Lord God,
_answered the prophet.
Then God said, ‘‘speak to these dead
bones and say, ‘ Ye shall live. I will cover
you with flesh and gkin, and give you breath
to make you alive, because I am the Lord.” ”’
Ezekiel did as he was told.
When he had spoken the words, he
heard a strange rattling sound. All the
bones began to move and when he looked

thou knowest,”’

again, they were covered with flesh.

God said, ‘“ Now call to the wind to come
and give them breath that they may live.”

When the wind blew, Ezekiel saw a
wonderful sight—instead of the bones, the
valley was full of strong, living men, a very
great army.

Then God explained the vision. He told
Ezekiel that the Jewish people in Babylon
were like a lot of dead bones, but that He, by
His Spirit, would some day make thm
great nation again, for He is the living God.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. What is a prophet? Ans.—A good and |
holy man who speaks for God to men.
2. What is the name of the prophet in to-
day’s lesson? Ans.—Ezekiel. 3. How did
God speak to Ezekiel? Ans.—In visions.
4. What is a vision? Ans.—Something like
a picture. 5. Why did God use pictures ?
Ans.—To make it easy for people to under-
stand Him. 6. What did Ezekiel seg in a
vision? Ans.—A valley full of dry bones.
7. What did God say about them? Ans.—
‘““Can these bones live?” 9. What did Eze-
kiel answer? Ans.—‘““O Lord God, thou

Clara’s

‘“Mother,” said Clara, looking up from
her lesson paper one Sunday afternoon, ‘“I
wish God would let me see a vision; I'm
going to ask Him."”

““Pooh !”” gaid Tom, ‘‘what nonsense !
‘““There are no visions now; are there,
mother ? ”’

‘“ Oh yes, dear, plenty, if you only know
where to look for them.” ‘“ Real visions ?’’
““Yes, dear. If you will come with me I'll
show you one.”

knowest.”” 10. What did God tell Ezekiel
to say to the bones? Ans.—‘‘Ye shall live
because I am the Lord.”” 11. What did God
dotothe bones? Ans.—He madethemintoa
living army of men. 12. How? Ans.—By
His Spirit. 13. What were the bones a picture
of? Ans.—The Jewish people. They were
not living for God. 14. What did God want
to show them? Ans.—That He would make
them alive and strong by His Spirit. 15.
What is the Golden Text? Ans.—‘‘I will
put my Spirit within you.”

Vision

Mother walked down the garden, until
she came to the old apple-tree. There she
broke off a little branch. The blossoms were
just over. ‘‘ Do you see thm funny little green
thing where the blossom was, Clara? Well,
there’s a whole apple-tree curled up in that

little green knob. Once this big tree was as
small as that, but God watched” over it and
sent His sun and mm to feed it until it grew
a lu e, strong tree.’

hat's a very nice vision,”’ said Clara.
“ Come, Tom, let’s find some more.”’

@SAGASA LM UNUD

I HAVE LEARNED
TO-DAY THAT

God will give

me new life in my souk

GAGAGAUN U U

Golden Text—I will

within you.—Ezek. 36 : 27,
>

Catecbism—43. Wha} did Jesus do to

save us from our sinsP Jesus obeyed
God’s law perfectly and died for us. |

put my spirit |

Lesson bymn

PIRIT of purity and gmce,
Our weakness, ¥|t)1ng, :
O make our hearts Thy dwolhng place,
And worthier Thee. Amen.
—Hymn 111, Book of Praise.

®




The River of Salvation

[August 20

A

THE RIVER OF SALVATION

Lesson VIII.

1 Afterward he brought me in unto
the door of the house ; and, behold, waters
issued out from under the threshold of the
house eastward : for the forefront of the
house stood toward the east, and the waters
came down from under from the right side
of the house, at the south side of the altar.

2 Then brought he me out of the way .of
the gate northward, and led me about the
way without unto the utter gate by the way
that looketh eastward ; and, behold, there
ran out waters on the right side.

3 And when the man that had the line in
his hand went forth eastward, he measured
a thousand cubits, and he brought me
through the waters ; the waters were to the
ancles.

4 Again he measured a thousand, and
brought me through the waters ; the waters
were to the knees. Again he measured a
thousand, and brought me through ; the
waters were to the loins.

5 Afterward he measured a thousand ; and
it was a river that I could not pass over: for
the waters were risen, waters to swim in, a
river that could not be passed over.

6 And he said unto me, Son of man, hast
thou seen thisf Then he brought me, and
caused me to return to the brink of the
river.

7 Now when I had returned, behold, at

Whosoever (I8
will let him
take of the

Ezekiel 47 : 1-12—Memory Verse, 12

August 20, 1899

the bank of the river were very“many trees
on the one side and on the other.

8 Then said he unto me, These waters
issue out toward the east country, and go
down into the desert, and go into the sea:
which being brought forth into the sea, the
waters shall be healed.

9 And it shall come to pass, that every
thing that liveth, which moveth, whitherso-
ever the rivers shall come, shall live : and
there shall be a very great multitude of fish,
because these waters shall come thither : for
they shall be healed ; and everything shall
live whither the river cometh.

10 And it shall coni!o pass, that the fish-
ers shall stand upon %._from l@n’-gedi even
unto En-egla’im ; they shall be a place to
spread fonKnets ; their fish shall be accord-
ing to their kind, as the fish of the great sea,
exceeding many.

11 But the miry places thereof, and the
marishes thereof shall not be heaied; the
shall be given to salt. .

12 And by the river upon the bank there-
of, on this side and on that side, shall grow
ﬁ trees for meat, whose leaf shall not fade,

ither shall the fruit thereof be consumed :
it shall bring forth new fruit according to
his months, use their waters they issued
out of the sanctuary : and the fruit thereof
shall be for meat, and the leaf thereof for
medicine.

THE LESSON RETOLD

The Jews, while they were slavesin Baby-
lon, were often in danger of forgetting their
own God. They were far away from home
and from their great temple at Jerusalem.
The heathen people worshipped the sun and
the moon, and made themselves idols. So
Ezekiel, God’s prophet, was sent to speak to
them of the true worship.

Soon after our last lesson Ezekiel had an-
other vision.

In this vision he saw himself walking
about the temple in Jerusalem with an
angel.

While they were standing beside the door
the angel showed him a small stream of water
coming from under the steps.

Then they walked as far as the East gate.
“‘Look at it now,”” said the angel. He told
the prophet to step in. It was up to his
ankles. The angel measured it again further
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on. It was up 4o the knees. Then again,
and it was deeper still. Once more, and it
was deep enough to swim in. Ezekiel found
the little stream had grown to be a deep
river that he could not cross.

There were trees all along the banks, and
while he looked, the angel said to him,
‘“Wherever this water goes it will make
things live. These trees will stay green all
the time. There will always be fruit hang-
ing on these branches. And the leaves
are good for medicine. At last the river will
reach the Dead Sea, which is very salt and

It will cure its salt-
ness so that all kinds of fish can live there.
Everything it touches will be changed.”
This picture had a meaning. It showed
the Jews that God’s Kingdom was like a
river that keeps growing wider all the time.
Some day it will fill the earth and then
everyone will worship the true God.
Ezekicl’s part was to help the Jews to see
their place in the great Kingdom of God,
which in their time was only just beginning
| to grow, and which is now so great.
|

where nothing can live.

|

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. Did Ezekiel have more than one vision ?
Ans.—Yes. 2. WISt did an angel show him
this time? Ans.—A little stream of water
running from God’s house. 3. From the gate
what did they see? Ans.—A man measur-
ing how far the river had flowed. 4. How
deep was it? Ans.—Up to Ezekiel's ank-
les. b. Did it get any deeper ? Ans.—Yes. It
grew and grew until it was deep enough to
swim in. 6. Where did the angel say it was
going? Ans.—Through the desert and dewn

to the Dead Sea. 7. What kind of sea was
this? Ans.—So salt that nothing could live
in it. 8. What was the water to do? Ans.
—Make everything it touched live. 9. What
were growing along the banks ? Ans.—Trees
that were always green and whose leaves
were good for medicine. 10. What is the
river a picture of? Ans.—The Kingdom of
God. 11, What is the Golden Text? Ans.
—“Whosoever will, let him take of the

water of life freely.”

Help One Another

‘“ Help one another,” the dewdrop cried,

Seeing another drop close to its side,

This warm south breeze would dry me away,

And I should be gone ere noon to-day,

But I'll help you, and you help me,

And we'll make a brook and river to the
sea.’’

I HAVE LEARNED
TO-DAY THAT

Bolden Tert—Whosoever will, let him
take of the water of life freely. —Rev. 22:17.

—— et

Catecbism—44. What would have
happened to us if Jesus had not died
for usP If Jesus had not died for us, we
all would have been lost.

‘““ Help one another,” a gmfn of sand

Said to another grain just at hand,

““The wind may carry me over the sea,

And then, O what will become of me ?

But come, my brother, give me your hand ;
i We'll build a mountain and there we'll
i stand.”’ '

God’s love 'has no end

Lesson bHymn

HOSOEVER heareth, shout, shout
the sound,
Send the blessed tidings all the world
around |
Spread the joyful news wherever man is
found,

““Whosoever will”’ may come. Amen.
—Hymn 457, Book of Praise.




Returning from Captivity

[ August 27

RETURNING FROM CAPTIVITY

, Lesson TX.

1 Now in the firct year of Cy’rus king of
Per’sia, that the word of the Lorn by the
mouth of Jeremi’ah might be fulfilled, the
Lord gtirred up the spirit of ('y/rus king of
Per’sia, that he made a proclamation through-
out all his kingdom, and put #¢ also in writ-
ing, saying,

2 Thus saith Cy’rus king of Per’sia, The
Lorp God of heaven hath given me all the
kingdoms of the earth ; and he hath charged
me to build him an house at Jeru’/salem,
which i in Ju’/dah.

3 Who 18 there among you of all his peo-
ple? his God be with %ﬁm, and let him go
up to Jer'usalem, which 1s in Ju‘dah, and
build the house of the Lorn God of Is-rael,
(he is the God,) which 1s in Jeru’salem.

4 And whosoever remaineth in any place
where hesojourneth, les'the men of his place
help him with silver; and with gold, and
with goods, and with ﬂeasts, beside the free-
will offering for the house of God that is in
Jeru/salem. ‘

5 Then rose up the/chief of the fathers of
Ju’dah and Ben’jamiin, and the priests, and
the Le’vites, with all them whose spirit God

Fzra 1:1-11—Memory Verses, 2-4

L) Iod
<4,
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[ had raised, to go up to build the house of the

Lorp which 8 in Jeru’salem.

6 And all they that were about them
strengthened their hands with vessels of sil-
ver, with gold, with goods, and with beasts,
and with precious things, beside all that was
willingly offered.

7 Also Cy’rus the King brought forth the
vessels of the house of the i«mn, which
Neb’uchadnez’zar had brought forth out of
Jeru’salem, and had put them in the house of
his gods : .

8 Even those did Cy’rus king of Per’sia
bring forth by the hand of Mith’redath the
treasurer, and numbered them unto Shesh-
baz’zar, the prince of Ju’/dah.

9 ¥ nd this is the number of them : thirty

chargers of gold, a thousand chargers of sil-
ver, nipne and twenty knives,

10 Thirty basonsof gold, silver basons of
a second sort four hundred and ten, and other
vessels a thousand. .

11 All the yessels of gold and of silver
were five thousand and four hundred. All
these did Sheshbaz’zar bring up with them of
the captivity that were brought up from
Bab’ylon unto Jeru’salem.

THE LESSON RETOLD

God’s time came gt last for setting His
people free. !
They had found out\in Babylon how bitter

a thing it is to disobey God and they were
now ready to obey Him.
At this time, Cyrus was king and God put

into the heart of Cyrus to help Him.

Cyrus wrote a message to the Jews in all
his kingdom. He said, ‘ The Lord, the God
of Heaven, has told me to build Him a house
in Jerusalem. Who among His people are
willing to go 7"’

Then all those in whose hearts was God’s
spirit said, *‘ We are willing.”

Now the Jews had been slaves so long that
they were poor. So Cyrus said to his people
“You are to give these Jews money, and
horses, and everything they need for the
journey, and for building the house of the
Lord.”

So their neighbors helped them heartily,
and when they were almost ready, king
Cyrus went into his treasure-house and
brought out the holy dishes that had been
taken from the temple 8o long before. After
they were counted he gave them to one of
the princes of Judah to take back with him
to Jerusalem.

By and by everything was ready, and
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the long procession started.

The gates of Babylon stood wide open for
God’s people to pass through.

The women and children were on horses or
in waggons. The camels followed loaded
with treasures. The king's soldiers were
thepb to take care of them in the wild desert.
The band was playing, and the happy slaves

said, ‘“ Is it all true, or are we only dream-
ing?”’ There were shouts of joy.

The heathen people heard them laughing
and singing and praising God. They said,
“The Lord hath done great things for
them.” Yes, cried the travellers, ‘‘The
Lord hath done great things for us, whereof
we are glad.”

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. What message did King Cyrus send to

ishment for their sins. 9. What had they

his people ? Ans.—That God had told him done? Ans,—They had forgotten God and
to build Him a house in Jerusalem. 2. prayed to idols, and hadalso lived bad lives.
What did He say to the Jews ? “Ans.—‘“ Who  10. Were they any better now. Ans.—Yes.
among you are willing to help” ? 3. How They were willingto doright. 11. Whomdid

many said’ they were willing? Ans.—All
those Who had God's Spirit in them. 4.
Were tha Jews well off? Ans—No. They
were slaves. 5. Who helped them with
money and otherthings? Ans.—The people
of Babylon. 6. What did Cyrus do?
Ans.—He gave back the holy dishes belong-
ing to the Temple. 7. Who had made King
Cyrus willing to do this? Ans.—God stir-
red up his heart. 8. Why were the Jews
slaves in Babylon? Ans.—It was as a pun-

iKing Cyrus send with them? Ans.—Sol-
diers to take care of them. 12. Had they
fartogo? Ans.—Yes. A longjourney; many,
many days. 13. How did they travel?
Ans.—Some on horses and camels and some
walked. 14. What great work were they to
do at Jerusalem? Ans.—To build the House
of the Lord. 15. What is the Golden Text?
Ans.—*“The Lord hath done great things for
us ; whereof we are glad.”

The Little S8lave Boy

Adjai was a little black boy who had lived
with his father and mother far away in
heathen Africa. One day cruel men came to
their village and took Adjai and his mother
away as slaves. Very soon the little boy was
sold and put on a ship with a lot of other
slaves to be sent away to Cuba.

But God was taking good care of Adjai.
After a while an English ship found them
and brought all the slaves back, but to an-
ut,her]part of Africa, where Adjai wal sent to
school. He learned to read the Bible, and
soon he was baptized. Then they changed

I HAVE LEARNED
TO-DAY THAT

®olden Text—The Lord hath done great
things for us; whereof we are glad.—Ps.
126 : 3.

0k

Catecbism—45. What is it tobe lost P
To be lost is to be left without GGod in this
world, and to be shut out from his presence
forever.

his name, and instead of Adjai he was called
Samugl Crowther.

When he grew older he wanted to be a
preacher. He went to preach to some slave
people near his old home. One day an old
woman came to hear him—it was his own
mother. 8hc knew him, too, and called him
by his old name. How happy they were |
How they thanked God together for His
ﬁ:mdness to them! And, do you know?—

his young man afterwards became a Bisho
and a very useful missionary. The Lo
had done great things for him.

The Lord Hath Done ‘Great Things for Me

Aesson Hymn

RIGHTLY gleams our banner,
Pointing to the sky,
Waving on Christ’s soldiers
To their homes on high.
Marching through the rt,
Gladly thus we pray
Still with hearts united
Singing on our way.
Br;'é]hlly gleams our banner,
ointing to the sky,
Waving on Christ’s soldiers
To their home on high. Amen.

—Hymn 304, Book of Praise,




Rebuilding the Temple

[September 3

REBUILDING
Lesson X.

10 And when the builders laid the foun-
dation of the temple of the Lorn, they set
the priests in their apparel with trumpets,
and the Le’vites, the sons of A’saph with cym-
bals, to praise the Lorp, after the ordinance
of Da’vid king of Is’rael.

11 And they sang together by course in

raising and giving thanks unto the Lorp;
{;*cause he 18 good, for his mercy endureth for
ever toward Is‘rael. And all the people
shouted with a great shout, when they praised
the Lorp, because the foundation of the
house of the Lorp was laid.

12 But many of the priests and Te’vites
and chief of the fathers who were ancient
men, that had seen the first house, when
the foundation of this house was laid before
their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and
many shouted aloud for joy : )

13 So that the people could not discern
the noise of the shout of joy from the noise
of the weeping of the people : for the people
shouted with a loud shout, and the noise was
heard afar off.

Ezra 3 : 10-4:5—Memory Verses, 10, 11

THE TEMPLE

September 3, 1899

1 Now when the adversaries of Ju’dah and
Ben/jamin heard that the children of the
captivity builded the temple unto the Lorp
God of Is’rael ;

2 Then they came to Zerub’babel, and to
the chief pf the fathers, and said unto them,
1ot us build with you : for we seek your God,
as ye do ; and we do sacrifice unto him since
the days of F/sar-had’don king of As’sur,
which brought us up hither.

3 But Zvrnh’bulxs, and Jesh’ua, and the
rest of the chief of the fathers of Is’rael, said /
unto them, Ye have nothing to do with us
to build an house unto our God ; but we our-
selves together will build unto the Lorp
God of Is’rael, as king Cy’rus, the king of
Per’sia hath commanded us.

4 Then the people of the land weakened
the hands of the people of Ju’dah, and
troubled them in building.

5 And hired counsellors against them, to
frustrate their purpose, all the days of Cy’rus
king of Per’sia, even until the reign of Dari’us
king of Per'sia.

THE LESSON RETOLD

The story of the journey from Babylon to
Jerusalem was written by Ezra. It was
many weeks before the people got there.
Then they found a great deal of work wait-
ing to be done.

N},’" ! ; )

(L Y thanks unto the Lord for he isgood.” Every-

", 'i‘\\\‘ body knew the chorus, *For his mercy en-
¥ durcth for ever!” and soon all the people

were singing and shouting and praising God

for His goodness.

Jerusalem, where the beautiful temple had
stood, was just a heap of stones.

everybody helped and soon the ground was
ready for the masons and carpenters to do
their work.

When at last the foundation was laid, the

trumpets sounded for all the people to hold
a great thanksgiving. The priests put on
their beautiful purple and scarlet coats,
trimmed with gold and precious stones. The
singers got together and started David’s
thankggiving psalm beginning, ‘“Oh give

But Ezra saw some old men crying. They
had seen the first temple.  Perhaps it made
them gad to think why it had been destroy-
ed. But most were very glad because now
there was to be a new temple. /

The singing and the shouting and the cry.
ing all together made a noise that could be

So, before | heard miles away.
they could begin to build, they had to gpend |

When the Samaritans near by, who were

a long time clearing away rubbish. J%ut.i partly heathen, knew what was doing, they
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asked if they might help with the work.
But the builders said, ‘“No, it would never
do to have the worship of God and of
heathen idols mixed up together.”

Then these people were angry and did

Rebuilding the Temple

/ 89

something that ghowed they were not the
servants of Godlat all. They made a plan to
hinder the buildirs; and they gave so much
trouble that the work had to be stopped for
fifteen years.

~
QUESTIONS-AND ANSWERS

1. Who wrote the story of the journey
back to Jerusalem ? Ans.—Ezra. 2. How
did they find their old homes? Ans.
Tumbled to pieces. 3. What was the temple
like? Ans.—Only a heap of stones. 4.
What was the first thing to be done? Ans.—
To clear away the rubbish. 5. How did
they work? Ans.—Gladly and heartily. 6.
What building did they do first? Ans.—
They laid the foundation of the temple. 7.
How did they feel then? Ans.—Very glad
and thgnkful. 8. How did they show it?
Ans.—By holding a great thanksgiving. 9.
Who were there? Ans.—The priests and

were  crying  while the /pthers shouted
and sang? Ans.—The old men. 11
Why did they ery? Ans.—They had seen
the first temple and felt sad that it had been
destroyed. 12, Who heard about the
building? ~ Ans.—The Samaritans. 13.
Why were they notallowed to help? Ans.—
Because they were not true worshippers of
God. 14. How did they show it? ,Aps.—
By stopping the builders in their work." 15.
What is the Golden Text? Ans.—‘“The
temple of God is holy, which temple ye
are.”’

| the singers and all the p%)plv. 10. Who

Rob’s Building

Lilian and Rob were making sand houses
on the shore. Rob took a sharp stone and
drew a mark to show which was ‘ his
ground.” ““You can have the rest, Lilian.”

When Lilian’s house was made, it reached
just the least bit over the mark.

“Didn’t I tell you this part was mine?”’
said Rob,angrily. ‘“There!” Andhe knocked
his sister’s work to pieces. ‘‘It’s your own
fault, too,”” said Rob. ¥

‘““What have my little people been build-
ing ?’’ gaid mother, happening along.

Rob felt ashamed to have had mother see

I HAVE LEARNED
TO-DAY THAT

We are

®olden Text—The temple of God is
holy, which temple ye are.—1 Cor. 3: 17.

¥e) %

Catecbism—46. How did Jesus die for
us P Jesus was nailed on the cross by wicked
men.

)

what he had done.
answered gullenly.

““ But you have both made something that
[ can see,” said she. ““ What's that ?”’ agked
Lilian. “You’ve made a bit of character.”
“How, mother?””  ““Well, every time you
speak, you make a bit. Whenever you do
anything, you make ahother bit. When all
the bits are put together, that makes some-
thing called Yourself.”

“Mother,”” said Rob after a minute, ¢ T'll
let Lilian have as much room as she likes,
| now.”’

““Oh, nothing,”” he

temples of God
J

Lesson bHymn

TSUS, Saviour, hear me call,
Sinful though my heart may be,

Thou my life, my hope, my all,
Lord, abide with me.

Fill me with Thy love divine,
(‘'onsecrate my life to Thee,
Bend my stubborn will to Thine.

Lord, abide with me. Amen.

—Hymn 579, Book of Praise.
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Encouwraging the Builders

[September 10

ENCOURAGING THE BUILDERS

Lesson XI.

1 In the seventh month, in the one and
twentieth day of the month, came the word
of the Lorn by the prophet Hag’gai, saying,

2 Speak now to Zerub’babel the son of
Sheal’tiel, governor of Ju’dah, and to Josh’ua
the son of Stm’mlv(-h, the high priest, and to
the residue of the people, saying,

3 Who 1s left among you that saw this
house in her first glory ? and how do ye sece
it now ? 18 it not in your eyes in comparison
of it as nothing ?

4 Yet now be strong, O Zerub’babel, saith
the Lorp ; and be strong, O Josh'ua, son of
Jos'edech, the high priest ; and be strong, all
ye people of the land, saith the Lorp, and
work : for I am with you, saith the Lorp of
hosts : - ¢

Haggai 2 : 1-9—Memory Verses, 4, 5

September 10, 1899

5 According to the word that T covenanted
with you when ye came out of E/gypt,so my
spirit remaineth among you : fear ye not.

6 For thus saith the Lorp of hosts; Yet
once, it 18 a little while, and I will shake the
heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the
dry land ; '

And I will shake all nations, and the de-
sire of all nations shall come : and I will fill
this house &'Lh glory, saith the Lorp of
hosts. ]

8 The silver is mine, and the gold is mine
saith the Lorp of hosts.

9 The glory of this latter house shall be
reater than of the fosfner, saith the Lorp of
10ets : and in this place will F give peace,

saith the Lorp of hosts.

THE LESSON RETOLD

The people were discouraged in their work.

They began to talk in this way. “It’sno
use for us to go on building the Temple.
Our enemies are too strong for us. It’s really
no use trying. We had better get to work
and build some homes for ourselves.”

So they made splendid houses and planted
fields and gardens.  Fifteen years had gone

governor of Judah and all the peoplé a ques-
tion. *How many of you remember what
the first Temple was like ?

Then the old people began to tell how King
Solomon had sent all over the wérld for gold,
and precious stones, and fine sorts of wood
and money for God’s house ; how a hill was
chosen to build on, so that all could see it

and how the beautiful gold roof glistened

stood the ark to help them to remember

L. \/ﬁ when the sun shone. Then away inside
L%

that God was always there. But now

everything was gone except the hill and

J ,gﬁ (z‘
S mg\ the blocks of stone which shey had set

ock,and

——— 2S5amuel xmn 2.

there sixteen years ago. *

“‘ Things do look pretty badly, do they
not?’’ said the Lord. ‘ Yet I want you to
be strong and get to work, for I AM wrtn
vou and the new Temple will be more
glorious than the old.”

God never forgets a promise. Long
before this He had promised to make the

by and the ’f‘vmplu was not yet built. . They
had not done right.

But the crops did not turn out well and
many of the cattle and sheep died.

Something was the matter.

Then God sent them a message.  This
time He spoke by the prophet Haggai.  He
was told to ask the high priest and the

children of Israel a great nation by His
spirit, and now He sent Haggai to remind
them of His words and to tell them not to be
down-hearted.

Of course the builders needed money. The
Jews had brought a great deal from Babylon
but they had been using it for themselves.
But God said, ““ The silver and the gold are
mine.”
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Encouraging the Builders
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Then He promised that the new Temple
would be much”greater than the first, and
that all the nations who were now making
trouble would some day learn to obey His
voice.

QUESTIONS A

1. Why were the builders discouraged ?
Ans—Because their enemies made so much
trouble. 2. What did they do? Ans.—They
began to build fine houses for themselves
and forgot to build God’s house. 8. Whom
&d God send to speak to them? Ans.—
The prophet Haggai. 4. What question did
God tell him to ask? Ans.—‘ How many of
you remember what the first Temple was
like’”” ? 5. Why did God want them to re-
member? Ans.—Because He had a promise
to give them. 6. What was it ? Ans.—That,

In this way God allowed His people to see
a little of His plans, so that they might be

happier and stronger in doing\the hard work
He wanted them to do. o

ND ANSWERS

when the new one was finished, it would
be even more glorious than the first. 7.
What was the rest of God’s message? Ans.—
“Bestrong and work, for I aM wrri you.”
8. What did He say about money? Ans.—
“The silver and the gold are Mine.” 9.
What did God say about their enemies?
Ans.—That some day they would learn to
obey Him. 10. What is the Golden Text ?
Ans,—*“ Be strong all ye people of the land,
saith the Lord, and work, for 1 AM witH

you.”

‘What’s Encouragement

Clifford McLeod was getting over the
whooping-cough and was visiting at Aunt
Helen’s down at the lake, where he was
getting well rapidly. .

His mother had made him a bathing-suit
of pretty red flannel with some little silk
amc{mrs worked on the collar.

Aunt Helen’s two boys, Henry and Max,
were older than Clifford. Henry was four-
teen and Max twelve.

Said Max, ‘“Oh! you'll soon learn to
swim. I'll just drop you off the end of the
boat and then you’ll have to, that’s all.

Clifford’s eyes filled with tears.

“Never mind what Max says,”’ gaid
Henry, “I know a better way than that.”
So when Max had gone fishing with the
Smith boys, Henry and Clifford put on their
bathing suits.

As soon as Clifford stepped into the water,

"I HAVE LEARNED
TY-DAY THAT

God

®olden Tert—Be strong all ye people
of the land, saith the Lord, and work : for I
am with you.—Hag. 2: 4.

Catecbism—47. What was done with
the body of Jesus after his death on the
crossP The body of Jesus was taken by his
friends and laid in a tomb or grave.

’

a great wave ran at him. ‘Don’t be
frightened,”” said Henry, ‘‘it's only play-
ing tag. Give me your hand.” 'That
made Clifford feel better. 8o holding Henry
very tight and trying to be brave, they
walked together into the water until Clifford
was wet to the knees. Then alittle further,
then a little further until only his head was
dry.

“That's enough for to-day,”” said Henry.
“T'll give you another lesson to-morrow.
You only need a little encouragement.”’

Aunt Helen was sitting on the shore knit-
ting. ‘‘Auntie, what’s encouragement?’’ ,
gaid Clifford, the water running off him in’
little pools and his eyes shining like the
little sand diamonds. ‘“‘It's a Fri«nd who
helps little boys to learn to swim and to do
other hard things,”” said Aunt Helen.

is with Me

Lesson bymn

I HOUGH small is all that we can do

To please the King of Heaven ;
When hearts and hands and lips unite
To serve the Saviour with delight,
They are most precious in His sgight :
Such grace to mine be given.  Amen.
—Hymn 532, Book of Praise.
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Power Through the Spirit .

[September 17

POWER THROUGH THE SPIRIT

Lesson XII. Zechariah 4 : 1-14

1 And the angel that talked with me came |
again, and waked me, as a man that is wak-
ened out of his sleep.

2 And said unto me, What seest thou?
And I said, T have lunkul and behold a
candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the
top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and

seven I:lposto the seven lamps, which are
upon the top thereof :

3 And two olive trees by it, one upon the
right side of the bowl, and ‘the other upon the
left side thercof.

4 Bo I answered and spake to the angel
that talked with me, saying, What are these,
my lord ?

Then the angel that talked with me an-
swered and said unto me, Knowest thou not
what these be? And 1 ﬂ.ud No, my lord.

6 Then he answered and’ spake unto me,
saying, This i the word of l}]IL Lokp unto
Zerub’babel, saying, not by might, nor by
rower, but b) my spirit, saith the Logrp of
1088,

7 Who art thou, O great mountain ? before
Zerub/babel thow shalt become a plain : and he
shall bring forth the headstone thereof with

——)ﬂ-nmry Verses, 8-10

Neptember 17, 1899

8 Moreover the word of the Lorp came

unto me, gaying

9 The hands ()f Zerub/babel have laid the
foundation of this house; his hands shall
also finish it ;. and thou shalt know that the
Lorp of hosts hath gent me unto

10 For who hath despised the ({:ly of small
things ? for they shall rejoice, and shall see
the plummet in the hand of Zerub’babeél with
those seven ; they are the eyes of thé Lorb,
which run 'to and fro through the whole
earth.

11 Then answered I, and said unto him,
What are these two olive trees npon the right
side of the candlestick and upon the left side
thereof ?

12 And T answered again, and said unto
him, What be these two olive branches which
thmugh the two gold( n pipes empty the
golden oil out of themselves ? |

13 And he answered me and said, Know-
est thou not what these be 7 AndI Hd.ld No,
my lord.

14 Then said he, These are the two anoint-
ed ones, that stand by the Lord of the whole

shoutings, erying, Grace, grace unto it.
TIHE LESS(
God wanted His people to be very sure of
His promise to help them, and soon after
Haggai's message He sent another messagég

earth,
)N RETOLD
One night, when Zechariah was sleeping
in his bed, an aggel came and wakened him.
“Tell me what you see,”’ said the angel.
Then Zechariah looked and saw a beautiful

| ““ What are these, my lord ?”’

GOLDEN CANDLESTICK, TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM
This time it was a picture-vision. A good
man called Zechariah saw it and afterwards
told the people about it.

golden candlestick or lamp-stand, with
places enough for seven lights, and in the
[ middle a large bowl to hold oil.

Zechariah had often seen lamp-stands be-
fnrv and wondered why God was showing
'him this one. So he said to the angel,
““This is the
word of the Lord,” said the angel. 8o
Zechariah knew that the picture had a heav-
enly meaning, and that God wanted to
give His people a message fmm Himself.

The golden candlestick \\asjust.apxcture
of the Jewish nation.

God had chosen the Jews and had taught
them more about Himself than any other
people, so that those who did not know
God would learn from them how to love
and serve Him. When they lived like God
they showed truly God’s glory and were like
lamps giving light,
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But a lamp can’t shine without oil. So
God’s servants need His Spirit to make them
of any real use.

The builders had been thinking that they
needed some other things more than God’s
Spirit. They thought, *‘ We need money
and strong arms, and friends to help us.”
Perhaps they thought ‘“We need a better
leader than this man Zerubbabel,” who was
their judge.

But God said, ““Tell them that the way to
get help is not by might, nor by power, but

by My Spirit.”

Then Zechariah told the people, ““ You
who have seen the Temple begun are going
to see it finished sooner than you think.
How glad you will be! There will be shout-
ing and singing such as you have never
heard before,

Here are some of the things God’s Spirit can
do: He can make a great ending out of a
Lgnall beginning. He can change enemies into
friends, and can make every hard thing
easy for these who trust God.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. Why did God send so many messages
to His people? Ans.—So that they might
be quite sure of His promises. 2. Whatdid
Zechariah see in a vision? Ans.—A large
golden candlestick or lamp-stand. 3. How
many lights had it? Ans.—Seven. 4. What
else was there ? Ans.—A bowl to hold oil.
5. Who explained the picture? Ans.—An
angel. 6. What was the vision a picture of ?
Ans.—The Jewish people. 7. What were
they doing at this time? Ans.—Building the
Temple. 8. Was it easy work? Ans.—No.
9. What did they think they needed to help

»
\ 4

I HAVE LEARNED
TO-DAY THAT

them? Ans.—Money and friends and rest
from their enemies. 10. What did God tell
them they mneeded? Ans.—His Spirit.
11. What does oil do for a lamp? Ans.—It
feeds the lamp and makes it burn. 12. Whatj
does God’s Spirit do for His people? Ans,—
It makes them strong to work. 13. Why
did God give the Jews so much help? Ans.
—So that they might tell others of the true
God. 14. What is the Golden Text? Ans.—
“Not by might, nor by power, but by my
spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.”

-
&

The Lord is my Helper

QX

@Golden Text—Not by might, nor by
power, but by my spirit, saith the Lorp of
hosts.—Zech. 4 : 6.

B8P

Catecbism—48. What happened on
the third day after Jesus died and was
buried P On the third day Jesus rose from
the dead,

ALesson bHymn

[VI()LY Spirit, prompt us
When we kneel to pray ;
Nearer come and teach us =7

What we ought to say.

Holy Spirit, help us
Daily by Thy might,
What 18 wrong to conquer,
And to choose the right. Amen,
—Hymn 551, Book of Praise,
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04 Quarterly Review—Third Quarter

Lesson XIIL. REVIEW —-Third Quarter September 24, 1899
Bolden Tegt.—The angel of the Lord encampeth ronnd about them that fear him

and delivereth them.—Ps, 34 : 7
Catecbism.—Questions 36-48,

Lesson Hymn
D
y (I“]), who made the earth,
/ The air, the gky, the sea,
Who gave the light its birth,
Careth for me.

God, who sent His Son
To die on Calvary,

He, if I lean on Him,
Will care for me.

When in heaven’s bright land
I all His loved ones see,

I'll 8in

with that blest band,
““God cared for me.”

1

Amen.
—“_\'lll]l .")(N, Book of Praise..

Lt

Lesson Title

Giracious Invitations,
Daniel in Babylon,

LrssoN 1.
Lisson 11

LrssoN III. The Hebrews
Fiery Furnace.
Lesson 1V, The Handwriting on

the Wall.

LessoN V. Daniel in the Den of
Lions.

LrssoN VI. The New Heart.

in the

LissoN VII. Ezekiel’s Great Vision.

laesoN VIIL The River of Salva-
tion.

Lenwin IX. Returning from Cap-
tivity.

Leson X. Rebuilding the Temple.

Lrewon X 1. Encouraging the Build-
e,

LiessoN XII. Power Through the
Spirit.

Golden Text

Come and let us return unto the Lord.—Hos. 6 : 1.

Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not
defilg himself.—Dan. 1 : 8.

Our God whom we serve
Dan. 3:17.
God is the judge.—Ps. 75 : 7.

is able to deliver us,.—

The Lord is thy keeper.—Ps. 121 : 5.

A new heart also will I give you.—Ezek. 36 : 26.

I will put my spirit within you.—Ezek. 36 : 27,

Whosoever will, let him take of the water of life
freely.—Rev. 22 : 17,

The Lord hath done great things for us;
we are glad. —Ps. 126 : 8,

The h-m‘plo of God is holy, which temple ye are.—
1 Cor. 3:17.

Be strong, all ﬁ'n }x-oyle of the land, saith the ILord,
and work : for I am with you.—Hag. 2 :4.

Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit,
gaith the Lord of hosts.—Zech. 4 : 6.

whereof
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FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

‘Write in the RYar‘v.ﬂ below (or get some ond to do so for you) gne thing that you have
learned from each lesson.

LzssoN 1. Gracious Invitations. LissoN VII. EKzekiel’s Great Vision.

£ 5 I 2
|

=

],nwm: II.  Daniel in Babylon.

LrssoN VI The River of Salvation.

Lisson IX.  Returning from Captivity.

Lrsson TII. The Hebrews in the Fiery
Furnace. ’

|
7_]";“.&\;;‘7\7'. The ]h;;d;\:}“iﬁiz;;i‘l} Lksson X. Rebuilding the Temple.
Wall, ’
t
r
|
\
S B | I - -
Lesson V. Daniel in the Den of Lions. ‘ LissoN X 1. Encouraging the Builders.
|
. | |
! |
f Lissox VI.  The New Heart. LizsoN X 11 Power through the Spirit. v !
L,
}
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Order of Service

AN ORDER OF SERVICE

For Primary Classes, Third Quarter, 1809

AND RErEAT Soprny

sk,

A S1aNaAr,

Gaod, my Father, T would gerve Thee,

Every moment, all my days;

In Thy tenderness preserve me,

Teach my lips tp speak Thy prais

1. Ovesisa Hywx,

Resrossive FXERCISE

L'IiT,

[ will teach von the fear of

Trvcner—Come, ve children, hearken unto me
the Loxn.

Crass—The eves of the Lorp are upon the righteous) and Ilis ears are open "
unto their cry. K

Trvener —The righteous ery, and the Lorp heareth,

\nd deljvereth them outiof all their troubles,

Crass

Prayvek, closing with the Lord’s Prayer in concert

IV.

COLLECTION

Birripay Orrerina axn Praver.

Ve

VI Servecesmevtan Lissox —Recite Golden Texts for the Quarter, as far as learned ;

also Psalmm 121,

- .
VI Gesrere Hysy g followed by Praver Hyss

VL Tk Lissox for the Day, with Golden Text, Lesson Hymim, and Catechism,

IN. =ina Lesson Hymn for Quarter, H14, Book of Praise

Ciod made the little birds and flowers,
And all things large and small;

He'll not l.ill",_'“l his little ones,

I know he loves themralt.

He loves me too, He loves me too,
I Enone He loves me too ;

Becanse e loves the Little things,

ll\/l"” I/' /”//7‘ hie A\”I“]l.

too,

Sicent Proover, closing with a few sentences repeated in concert after teacher.,

\.
\ L
N 11,

we are absent one from another,”

Hymx.

Disyissar

CThe Loko wateh between me and thee when

Mizeait BENEDICTION (10 coneert

et papers e distributed as the children pass out,

[ No provision is made for Roll Call. The assistant <hould mark the book as the chil-

Order of serviee TTHA b .~il|||>|iliml li}’ Hlnillillg Nos. V., VI y and VI ]

dren enter.




V\?hyi not Enjoy . |
Some of These Pictures ?

For 25 Comfort Soap Trade Marks we will send you your CHOICE from the fol- - )
lowing list of handsome PICTURES, with a Mat, 14x22 inches. Each oneis a beautifally ~° ‘
tinted,artistic picture, well worthy to adorn anyone'’s walls. Or we wilksend you any picture
from the following list, mounted in the style of a Medallion, as shown on pages § and 7"
The size is 8% x16, and you can have any pair sent to you, express prepaid, for 25 Comfort
Soap Trade Marks and $1.00. '

Good Stand, _ The National Favorite, In Great Distress,
Sweet Reverie, At the Spring, The Plot,

The First Love-Letter, Cupid’s ?’laynme. Silent Persuasion,
Love’s Young Dream, Tender Memories, Doggie's Toilet,

Love’s 1dyll, u Kings of the:Deep, In Sunny Italy,

A Piecious Burden, Aristocrats of the Table, My Easter Hat,

Miss Muffet’s Xmas Party, Fall Beauties, Two Little Girls in Blue,
Summer Fragrance, Summer Visitors, Luscious Luxury,

An Early Breakfast, In Disgrace, Iris Lily,

Awakening of Spring, Penitence, First Love,

A Study in Pink; Alone, "Twixt Love and Duty,
Brilliant Beauties. Mlkmg it Grow, For the Tea Table,
Roses and Clematis, Five O'Clock Tea, Competitors,

In Full Bloom, A Disgrace to the Family, A Credit to the Family,

The Investigating Committee.
<» <)Y o

To Help the Busy Housekeeper.

FREE, FOR 50 COMFORT SOAP TRADE MARKS, w
< #> THE RELIABLE COOK BOOK.

Containing 600 tested recipes compiled by Marcia. L, Watson
The recipes are reliable and economical. They provide for dniaq 5
and delicious, as well as _substantial, dishes at small expense. Evm
one of the 600 recipes is easily prepared, with full and compltte m-‘ : *’"
structions egsy to undetstand. Choice recipes, never before pub-
lished, have been secured from fainous chefs of New York, London - '
and Paris. The best cooks in New England have contributed 'io;’ "

cipes f,rmmy of the dishes which have made New England cooking W
knownsgll over the world. ; L~
- Printed oh good paper with substantial binding. It will prove &

kitchen friend of great value.

Pugsley, Dingman & Go,, 5 Weliston st W.

'n'-
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he Primary Quarterly

JuLy, Avausr,

GREAT delight it has been to the

editor that the PRIMARY QUARTER-

Ly and Primary LearLer have

been in such brisk demand, for

there is nothing that he and those
who help him value more than the high
privilege of teaching the very little ones.
Instructing these is liké %owing in the early
gpringtime. The sun is warm, the air is
moist, the soil is greedy for the seed. Of
course, it grows. A later sowing is by no
means 8o sure,

This very demand caused embarrassment
last quarter. We had printc(l‘a very large
edition both of the QuarTERLY anid the Lear-
LET, but the orders fairly showered upon us,
and some have had actually to wait for this
present issue.  We are taking care to provide
another time for the biggest shower that can
fall.  Fruitful showers they are.

““Do you really intend the PRIMARY QUART-
ERLY and Learrer for little ones who cannot
read 7' some have asked us in surprise.
“Why not?””  ‘““Is there not too much in
them,” is the reply ; “how can the littlg
ones master it all ?”’

Well, let us see. Take the first lesson of
the quarter. The child cannot read, but his
eyes and ears are very sharp. He fastens at
once on the picture of the strange looking
heathen idol. Explain what it is and he
will quickly make choice as between worship
of such a creature and of the great God who
made and loves us all.

Now tell him how God’s own people had
turned their backs on Him for just such idols
and how faithful Hosea, who was loyal to
his Lond, pleaded with.them to come back.
This prepares for the Golden Text. The
words are eagy and it is soon learned—
here it is—‘“ Come and let us return unto the
Lord.” This is the key to the lesson.
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Tne Lesson Retop may come next.
Read it over to the child two or three times on
ag many different- days, and you will scarce-
ly need to repeat the Axswikrs when you
ask the Questions. The child’s nimble
téngue will be too quick for you.

Perhaps he can just spell out the I Have
LearNep To-pay, which is always in big
letters to catch the eye—and the heart, as
well. It is quite as readily memorized as is
the Catechism, with its admirably simple
language and clear thought.

The Scripture Text is given in full chiefly
that those who teach the child may have it
at hand to answer the questions that are sure
to be asked. The Lesson Hymn, seeking, as
it does, to give wings to the chief practical
truth of the lesson, comes last and may be
It needs no explanation :

said orfsung.

“If T come to Jesus,
He will hear my prayer,
For He loves me dearly
And my sins did bear.”’

QA

A Talk with Parents by a Primary
Teacher > §.Ce.

By Rae Furland (Raadrsac

Dear Christian parents, what do you covet
most earnestly for your children? 1 think
I hear you answer ‘‘ that they may early be
true followers of the Lord_Jesus Christ’’; and
many a one will add, ““I do pray for them,
and try to teach them all I can.” Some will
go further and say, ‘ But it seems as if my
prayers were not answered and my long
talks were all wasted. My elder children
cause me more anxious, thought than do my
little ones.”’ '

Dear fathers and mothers, however many
talks may have been wasted, not one earnest
prayerig lost, though it may not be answered
in the time or way you expect.
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A Talk with Parents

[July-September

About the talks you have tried to give.
Have they always been wise, or did you
sometimes take the opportunity of giving
them when your little one had been naughty,
thus associating in his mind words of
counsel with his own unhappy feeling? In
such a case the child would hasten to forget
them, because, as you know, we do not wish
to remempber unpleasant things. And more,
if uttered in anger, though slight, they would
be promptly resented.

Four-year-old Willie was being put to bed
one evening by his father. He had been
entertaining two little friends, and, being
somewhat excited, was more trouble than
usual. ‘“Do be quiet, Willie,”” said his
father, rather impatiently. Willie looked fip
and remarked pleasantly, ‘‘ You should not
speak to me like that, papa, my teacher says
we must love one another.”” The father ac-
cepted the rebuke meekly, and, by talking
quietly to hischild about his Sabbath School,
got him calmed down and to sleep.  \

Without a word, the father taught Willie

two very important lessons, viz., that love
can overcome, and how to receive a deserved
rebuke.

How was the father able to do this? Be-

cause he had learned to control himself. Ah,
here is a power, which we who have to do
with children often either forget or fail
to make use of. Because Willie’s father used
it on that occasion he obtained a new hold
on his child, and can, with benefit to him,

*use his own remark when he (Willie) is not
showing love by word or act.

One mother says, ‘‘I leave our evening
dishes to put away after the childgen have
gone to bed, and the half-hour after tea is
the happiest in the day. ,Ta winter round
the fire, in summer out of doors, we have
our little Sunday Sghool every day. We talk
about the old or the new lesson, and they
teach me the nymns they have learned. Be-
cause I am truly glad &g learn of them, they
are truly glad to learn of me.”

Another mother hearing of this plan said :
“T cannot give half an hour, but I think I
can-mansge ten minutes.””  She did: and
now with tears in her eyes, says, ‘‘ If only I

had thought about it when my elder children
were little. It has given me such an influ-
ence over my little ones, and they have such
confidence in me; they come t8 me with
everything in a way my other children nev-
er did.”’

Neither of these mothers has need to
give long talks to her children about what
they'should or should not do. They know
each other so well that a word or a look is
sufficient.

Perhaps at first glance, it seems strange
to speak of parents and children knowing
each other, but, when we think about it, it
is appalling how few really and truly do.

A father once said to a visiting teacher,
‘“How do you manage to teach the children
the golden text ? I try to do so every week
but they seem so stupid with me, they never
know it until after Sunday School.” *Oh,”
said the teacher, a light breaking over her
face, ‘‘that accounts for something I have
sometimes wondered at. Your children al-
ways remember it when they have learned it.
I see now ; it is because of the double teach-
ing. As to how I teach it, I suppose it is be-
cause I illgstrate it. Sometimes you know
it answers a question in the lesson story, as,
‘What did the three men say to King Nebug
chadnezzar when he would put them in the -
fiery furnace’? (Lesson III.). Then I -
ask,  When we are in trouble, to whom shall
ye go?’ Thus in various ways I get the
answer several times. Sometimes the golden
text is a-promise of God as ‘I will put my
spirit within you,’ or again it is & command
as ‘ Be ye strong, all ye people of the land,
saith the Lord, and work.” Whatever it is,
it is nearly always the central thought of the
lesson, and a few questions will cause its re-
petition again and again, not in a tedious way,
but showing it in its connection and sur-
roundings, and thus unconsciously fixing it
in the minds of the children.”

“I often think if more of the parents
would teachs their little ones something of
the lesson, we could do so much more for
them, for if they only hear it once it is so
easy to forget it,'; replied the father.

And so do I, dear fathers and mother. 1f
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vou are thinking about the lesson yourselves
vou will be able to put in a judicious word
or suggestion now and again, to fit right
in with their Sabbath School teaching, and
which will perchance be of more real benefit
than all the long talks in the world.
Toronto
O
The Children’s Sunday Evening
By Ellen M, Hurll

Mothers often find it difficult to entertain
their children on Sunday. I would like to
tell them of an evening that I once spent
with some friends, thinking that it may con-
tain a few helpful suggestions.

As the twilight hour approached, all who
could not attend the evening church service
assembled in the parlor for a social hour.

It was one of those chilly evenings
which we sometimes have in late summer
and a cheerful wood-fire blazed upon the
hearth. Since the Sabbath School at noon,
Auntie had entertained the children with
readings in her own room.

Now the little ones were in bed, and the
eYder boys were eager for further entertain-
me{\t, before they too left us for sleep-land.

“ What shall wé do?’’ they cried, as we

“La ve a good sing,”’ said Ernest,
the eldest.\ We all agreed, and while one
played_the organ, the others joined in the
old familiar hymns ; and the boys mist have
a solo from each one, so Royal sang a lovely
little song about the Star of Bethlehem,
others followed with selections of their own.
“Now we will :ging my favorite,”” said
Royal :

‘“ Dare to be a Daniel !
Dare to stand alone !
Dare to have a pu s true |
Dare to make it known !’

“Ilike that hymn,” he continued, ‘it
sounds 8o noble and grand.”” 8o we all sang
the favorite hymn, and the boys made it
very inspiring with their emphatic ‘‘ dares.”

‘“ Now,” said Auntie,- *‘ you must be tired
singing, so we will have Bible ‘come’s you
come.’ "’

“What is that?”’ asked the uninitiated.

The Chitdren’s Sunday Frening
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“You will see presently,” said Auntie,
““ Ernest, you may begin—choose gome char-
acter from the Bible, give us the initial
letter of the name, and we will guess who
it is.”’

The boys were familiar with Bible history,
and it took only a moment for Ernest to
select the letter S.

““Do we read about this person in the Old
Testament ?’’ asked Auntie.

“ Yen.”

“Is he mentioned after the (hildren of
Israel came out of Kgypt?”’

“Yes.”

‘““Wag he a very strong nh, and did he
have long hair? "’

“I do not think his hair was remarkably

long, and I never heard that he was especi-
ally strgng,’’ said Ernest.
_‘“Did his mother dedicate him to the Lord
wiien he was a little boy, and did he go to
live with a priest, and one night did the
Lord call him by name three times ?’’ asked
Royal.

‘“No, it was not Samuel.’”

““Was he a great king?”’ inquired Auntie.

“Yes.”

‘“Was he jealous of a young man who, he
thought, wanted to take away his kingdom,
and did he go to war against him?”’

““No, it was not Saul.”

““Was he a very rich king? "

“ \'08'1?

““Was he noted for his wisdom ?

" \'(‘ﬁ.”

““Ah, now we are getting nearer the right
answer. Did a certain queen come to visit
him when she heard of his fame and glory,
and did she declare the half was never told
her?” asked one.

“ \'08.”

‘“Solomon,” we all exclaimed.

‘“Right,”” said Ernest.

‘“Now let me give one,”’” said Royal, ““and
it shall be the letter D.”’

““Was he also a great king?”’ we asked.

#“No.”

“Was he a very good man, and was he
put in the lion’s den at one time for praying
to the Lord?”’
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““No, it is not a man at all.”’

““You are right, my*boy ; the Bible, espe- *

“Oh, it is & woman then ?”’ cially the New Testament, is full of love.”
“Yes.” ‘“Because ‘God is love,””” sppke up
‘“Was she a prpphetess? "’ Royal.
‘“No.” “¢And if God so loved us/we ought also
Do we read about her in the Old Testa- | to love one another,’”’ contifued May.
ment ?"’ “‘If ye love me keep \my command-
“No."” ments,””’ said Auntie. And so we finished
“In the New Testament, then?”’ the circle. Rest was the next subject given
“Yes.” us, then others followed, until it was long
"“Was she a very good and benevolent |past the boys’ bedtime. Royal wanted to
woman ?"’ sing one more hymn before leaving us, so we
“Yes.” all joined in ‘“ Home Sweet Home,” a fit

“Did she make clothing and give to.the
poor, and was she raised from the dead by
one of Christ’s disciples ?”’

“ Yu.n

““Dorcas,” was the general exclamation.

““That is right.”

“After sqveral other characters had been
named, Auntie suggested that we vary the
programme, and let each in turn give a pas-
sage of Scripture, from memory, bearing
upon a certain subject, if possible.

“We will take that of trust,” said she,
and each give some text that tells us of
God.”

“ ¢Trust in the Lord with all thine heart,
and lean not to thine own understanding,’”’
promptly began Royal.

““Very good, Royal, now the next.”

“ “Trust in the Lord and do good ; so shalt
thou dwell in the land and verily thou shalt
be k‘( .v "

‘““Now, May.”

“ “What time I am afraid I will trust in
thee.””’

‘“ G(xxl"’

‘“ *Commit thy way unto the Lord ; trust
also in him and Ke shall bring it to pass.’”
And so on arofind the circle. ‘‘ Now,” said
Auntie, ‘we will change the topic to love.”

‘“ “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy-
self’ ; that is easy,” exclaimed Ernest.
“Tam glad you find it so easy to keep
that commandment, Ernest, I am afraid it is
rather difficult for most of us.”

‘“ Now, Auntie, you know I did not mean

that ; I meant it was easy to find passages of

ending to an enjoyable and profitable even-
ing. As the happy children bade us good-
night, I thought how good a thing it would
be if the same simple custom were carried
into many other households.—The Observer

N [
What Makes It Go?
(See Lesson XII.)
Harry lived in the cpuntry. Last summer
he went to the city to visit. How he did
enjoy it! What he liked best was to ride
with - Uncle Edgar on the electric cars. It
was such fun to climb up beside the window
and see the houses and shops ﬂying'}mat.
‘“But, uncle, what makes it go? There
are no horses.”’ ol
““I¢’s electricity, m boy.

“ What’s that,’ sax(( Harry
uncle?”’

) (\.«
. Where is it,

“It’s running alonF that wire up there.”
“T don’t see anything,” said Harry. ‘I
don’t believe it is there at all.”’
.Just then some people got out. The bell

rang for the car to go on. But it didn’t

move.
‘““ What’s the matter, uncle ?’
‘““Power’s off,”’” said he, looking up from

his 3 .
H}:rgﬁnw the driver git down on the step.
‘“How long before we start?’ asked a

man. ,

‘“ Doti’t know, sir.”

After they had sat a longb:ime a light
flashed from the lamps, the bell rang, the
wheels turned, and away the ;reat car went
bounding down the track. ‘‘That's queer
stuff, that electricity,’” said Hnrrﬁ'.

Strange too, is it not, how the Spirit of
God works in our hearts? No eye has ever
seen Him, no hand has ever touched Him,
and yet He is there, and He moves us more
powerfully than electricity moves the laden
car—moves us forward in the way of good-

Scripture with love in them.”

ness and of joy. s
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For the last two Quarters we have been
studying our Lord Jesus as the LIGHT oF THE
WorLp, and as our Redeemer, SAVING US BY (¢
His Lire AND DeaTH.

We turn now for this quarter and the
next to God’s dealings with His people in
the olden time before Christ came into the
world as the Man of Nazareth. We ghall
see that God has always been gracious, and
that even before Christ came the Lord saved
all those who were sorry for sin, and helped
all those who trusted Him.

Inr the lessons of this quarter we discover
twelve instances of how Tur Lorp BLrsses
AND Heres. It would be a good thing to
have the children learn this list by heart
and recite it. This can easily be accomp-
lished in thé twelve Sabbaths.

TuE Lorp BLEssEs AND HELps

1. He gives grace to the penitent, Hosea
14 : 1-9.

2. Hep red a brave boy, Dan. 1 : 8-21.

3. He delivered three true men, Dan.
3 :14-28.

4. He saved a faithful prophet, Dan.
5:17-31.
. 5. He protected a loyal worshipper, Dan.
H6 : 10-23.

6. He bestows a new heart, Ezek. 36 : 25-
36.

7. He raises to a new life, Ezek. 37 : 1-14.

8. He gives water of life, Ezek. 47 :1-12.
He helps His people :
9. By giving them a king’s favor, Ezra
1:1-]11.

10. By allowing them to build His house,
Ezra 3 :10—4 : 5.

11. By promiging to be with them, Hag.
2:1-9.

12. By pguring out His spirit upon them,
Zech, 4 : 144,

13. Review — ToE Lorp
Hewps.

BLESSES AND

Prayer Hymn
To be sung with hands fqlded and in low °
and reverent tones. ]
Father, lead Thy little childrén
Very early to Thy throne ;
We will have no gods before Thee :
Thou art God, and Thou alone,

In the Bible Thou hast taught us,

All our thoughits to Thee are known
Thou canst see us in the darkness,

Thou art God, arid Thou alone.—Amen.

every cage,




GRACIOUS INVITATIONS

va  Lesson L

" 0 Is'rael, return unto the Lorp thy God ;
for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity.

23 Takewith you words, and turn to8the
Lorp ; say unto him, Take away all iniquity,
and receive us graciously : so will we render
the calves of our lips.

3 Assh’ur shall not save us ; we will not
ride upon horses: neithgr will we say any
more to the work of our hands, }Ye are our

: for in thee the fatherless findeth mercy.

4 T will heal their backsliding, I will Jove
them freely : for mine anger is turned away
from him.

5 I will be as the dew unto Is’rael : he
shall grow gs the lily, and cast forth his
roots as Leb/anon.

Hosea 14 : 1-9—Memory Verses 4-7

July 2, 1899

6" His branches shall spread and his beauty
ghall be as the olive tree, and his smell as
Leb’anon.

7 They that dwell under his shadow shall
return ; they shall revive as the corn, and
grow as the vine : the scent thereof shall be
as the wine pf Leb’anon.

8 Eph’raim skall say, What have I to do
any more with idols? I have heard Aim,
and observed him : I am like a green fir tree.
From me is thy fruit found.

9 Who s wise, and he shall understand
these things ? prudent, and he shall know
them? for the ways of the Lorp are right,
and the just shall walk in them: but the
transgressors shall fall therein.

THE LESSON RETOLD

The lessons this Quarter are taken from the
first part of the Bible.

They tell of how God took care of His
people long before Jesus came to the world.

A HEATHEN IDOL

The story of these people was written by a

great many different men. The name of one

writer was Hosea, who was a prophet.

Hosea lived at a time when the Jews were
well off. Therr they forgot God and made
themselves horrid idols, and worshipped
them as they saw the heathen people doing.
Hosea felt terribly sorry, for he knew that,
if they kept on as they were doing, some
day their enemies would come and destroy
them altogether.

God had sent Hosea to tell the people that
He still loved them as a father and to invite
them to change their ways and be forgiven.

This is what he said :—

‘0 Israel, come back to the Lord your
God. Besorry for your sins, and ask the
Lord to forgive you. Tell Him that you
mean to do better and that you know heathen
idols can never help you.”

God spoke to them of thei
flowersand how they gre The sun shines
so brightly in that courftry that all plants
would soon be burnt up if, every night, the
dew did not come to water them. God said,
““You yourselves need my help just as these
flowers need dew. I am™able to make you
sweet and strong and useful like beautiful
lilies and olive trees and grape-vines in your
gardens, and the grain in your fields.”’

God might have sent a terrible punish-
ment to destroy these people, but He wanted

fine fruit and
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Gracious Invitations

n

to speak kindly and softly to them so that
they might see for themselves how ugly sin

QUESTIONS A

1. In what pz{rt of the Bible are this quar-
ter’s lessons?  Ans.—In the Old Testament,
2. Who wrote to-day’s lesson? Ans.—
Hosea. 3. Who was he? Ans.—One of
God’s prophets. 4. What is a prophet?
Ans.—One who speaks for God to men. 5.
To whom was this prophet sent? Ans.—
To God’s own people. 6. What was Hosea’s
message? Ans.—He was to invite the people
toreturn to God. 7. Howhad they got away
from God? Ans.—They had dope wrong,
8. What had they done? Ans.—They were
worshipping idols. 9. How did they learn

How to

Once there was a man who had two boys.

When they grew a little older the younger
one said, ‘‘ Father, I want some money,”
so the father gave him half of all he had.

Two or three days after this young man
packed his things and left home. He went
far away and had what he called a ‘“jolly
good time.”” He spent his money foolishly ;
and when it was gone he had nothing to eat
but dry husks used for feeding pigs.

Then he thought of home, and said to him-
self, ““ My father’s servants have more than

was, and learn to hate it and twrn from it
and be hely.

ND ANSWERS

to do it?
neighbors.

Ans.— They copied their heathen

10. What did Hosea say they
must do? Ans.—Ask God to forgive their
sins. 11. How must they feel? Ans.—Sorry
for what they had done. 12, What did God
promise to give them? Ans.—His help to
make them do right. 13. What did God say
His help was like? Ans.—The dew. 14.
Did God speak angrily tothem? Ans.—No.
He spoke as a father. 15. What is the Golden
Text.  Ans.—‘“ Come and let us return unto
the Lord.”

they can eat. T know what I'll do. T’ll go

1 HAVE LEARNED
TO-DAY THAT

[ Should

/

®olden Text—Come and let us return |
unto the Lord.—Hos. 6: 1.

Catecbism—36. What has God done
to save us from sin? God sent His Son
Jesus Christ into the world to save us from
sin.

<>

Forgive
home and ask my father to forgive me and
let me be one of his servants.”

When he had gone part way his father
saw him and came running to meet him,
and almost before he could say a word had
kissed him on both ¢heeks.

Then the father called to his servants to
bring fine clothes and shoes for his boy and
to get dinner ready quickly. ‘‘And don’t
forget thegold ring for his finger | for this
my son was dead. and is alive He
was lost and is found.”

be Sorry for my Sins

Lesson Hpmn

F I come to Jesus,
He will hear my prayer,
For He lpves me dearly,
And my'sins did bear. Amen!
—Hymn 5563, Book of Praise
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DANIEL IN BAB}LON

Lesson I1.

Daniel T : 8-21

(May be used as a Temperance Lesson)

July 9, 1899

Memory Verses, 17-20

8. But Dan’iel

urposed in his heart that he
would not dcﬁleq

imself with the portion of

the king’s meat, nor with the wine which he
drank : therefore he requested of the prince
of the eunuchs that he might pot defile him-
self.

9 Now God had brought Dan’iel into favour
prince of the

‘and tender love with the
eunuchs. -

10 And the prince of the eunuchs said
unto Dan’iel, I}l-ur my lord the king, who
hath appointed your meat and your drink :
for why should he see your faces worse lik-
ing than the children which are of your sort?
then shall ye make me endanger my head to
the king.

11 Then raid Dan’iel to Mel’zar, whom the

rince of the eunuchs had set over Dan’iel,
anani’ah, Mi’ghael, and Azari’ah.

12 Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten
days : and let them give us pulse to eat, and
water to drink.

13 Then let our countenances be looked
upon before thee, and the countenance of
the children that eat of the portion of the
king’s meat : and as thou seest, deal with
thy servants.

THE LESSON RETOLD

!

14 So he consented to them in this matter,
and proved them ten days.

15 And at the end of ten days their coun-
tenances appeared fairer and latter in flesh
than all the children which did eat the por-
tion of the king’s meat.

16 Thus Mel’zar took away the portion of
their meat, and the wine that they should
drink ; and gave them pulse.

17 As for these four children, God gave
them knowledge and gkill in all learning and
wisdom : and ’iel had understanding in
all visions and dreams.

18 Now at the end-of the days that the
king had said he should bring them in, then
the prince of the eunuchs brought them in
before Neb’uchadnez’zar.

19 And the king communed with them ;
and among them all was found none like
Dan‘iel, Hanani’ah, Mi’shael, and Azari’ah ;
therefore stood they before the king.

20. And in all matters of wisdom and
understanding, that thg king enquired of
them, he found them ten-times better than
all the magicians and astrologers that were
in all his realm,

21 And Dan’iel continued.even unto the
first year of king Cy’rus.

Al

Far away in Babylon lived a great heathen
king called Nebuchadnezzar. ,

Once he fought against Gbd’s people, the
Jews, and took many of them away to his
country as prisoners.

Then ho said to onc of his chief servants,
“ Choose some of the strong, bright, hand-
some, well-brought-up, clever boys among
these Jews. I will have my wise priests teach
them so that they may know our language
and our worship and by-apd-by beceme wise
priests themselves.” A

The boys were to have a ni
and were to have the same
king himself.

But there was one boy in that school who
made up his mind that he would not eat
king’s meat, because, though it tasted so
nice, he knew that it had been given to the
idols first, and that to eat it was just the
same as)praying to idols.

place to live
to eat as the
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His name was Daniel, and he had three

boy friends ‘ﬁomjust as brave and true
T
to the man who took care

as he was.

So Daniel
of them, ‘‘Please take away this meat and
wine and give us pulse and water instead.”
Pulse was a coarse food like beans. °

But the servant replied, ‘‘ Oh, no, the king
would be angry if you were to get thin and
sick-looking. He would blame me for not
taking good care of you.”

Daniel begged so hard that at last the ser-
vant said, ‘‘ You may have plain food for a
little while and then I will see how you

,' 1. What was the name of the king who
made prisoners of the Jews? Ans.—Nebu-
chadnezzar. 2. Wheredid helive? Ans.—
In Babylon. 8. ‘What kind of place was
Babylon? Ans.—A heathen city. 4. What
did the king do with the Jewish boys?
Ans.—He sent them to school. 5. Were
they kindly treated? Ans.—Yes. 6. What
was given them to eat? Ans.—Meat and
wine from the king’s table. 7. What was
the name of $he bravest boy in the school ?
Ans.—Daniel. 8. What did he do? Ans.—
He made up his mind not to eat the king’s

QUESTIONS A

look.””  So for ten days Daniel and his three
boy friends had only their coarse pulse and’
water, whilst the other boys had king’s food
and wine. At the end of that time the king’s
servant found that Daniel and his friends
were fatter and stronger than any of the
others; so they were never asked to eat
king’s food again.

God was so pleased with what these boys
had done that the Bible says He gave them
wisdom and understanding so that they were
ten times wiser than any of the great and
wise men in Babylon. This was because they
had been faithful and true to God.

ND ANSWERS

meat, nor to drink the wine. 9. Why was
it wrong? “Ans.—Because it had been offer-
ed to idols. 10. Why did the king’s servant
not want to change the food? Ans.—Be-
cause he was afraid 6f making the boys sick-
looking. 11. For how long did Daniel beg
to try plain food? Ans.—For ten days.
12. Then how did Daniel and his three
friends look ? Ans.—Fairer and fatter than
all the others. 13. Who was pleased with
what Daniel had done? Ans.—God. 14.
What did He do for Daniél ? Ans.—He made
him wiser than all the wise Jews of Babylon.

A Wise and Brave Boy

Little Harry had been very sick.

When he was slowly recovering and just
able to be up, he was left alone a short time,
when his sister came in eating a piece of
cake. His appetite was coming back ; he
wanted very much to takea bite of the cake,
and his sister would gladly have given it to
him : but higmother had said, no, it would

I HAVE LEARNED
TO-DAY THAT

Golden Tert—Daniel pul;i)osed in his
heart that he would not defile himself.—
Dan. 1: 8.

Catecbism—37. How did Jesus Christ,
God’s Bon, come into the worldP Jesus
Christ came into the world by being born a
little child.

88. How was Jesus Christ different
from us P Jesus Christ was altogether with-
out gin.

not be safe till he was stronger.

What did he do?

‘‘ Jennie,” said he, “you must run right
out of the room away from me with that
cake, and I'll keep my eyes shut while you
go,- 8o that I shan’t want it.”’

Brawe little man !

[ Should Dare to Do Right

Lesson bymn

TANDING by a purpose true,
Heeding G()d'ﬂp(‘(;[l)l(l)llmd,
Honor them the faithful few !
All hail to Daniel’s band !
Dare to be a Daniel !
Dare to stand alone !
Dare to have a purpose firm !
Dare to make it known.—Amen.

—Hynth 533, Book of Praise.
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The Hebrews in the Fiery Furnace

Lesson Ili.

<

14 Neb’uchadnez’zar spake and said unto
them, Is it true, O Sha’drach; Me/shach, and
Abed’-nego, do not ye serve my gods, nor
worship the golden image which I have
set u

15 Now if yebe ready that at what time ye
hear the sound of the cornet, flute, hnrp,x-uu'](-
but, pealtery, and dulcimer and all kinds of
musick {le Il down and worship the image
which { have made ; well : but if ye worship
not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the
midst of a burning fiery furnace ; and who
is that God that shall deliver you out of my
hands? N

16 Sha’drach, Me/shach, and Abed’-nego,
answered and said to the king, O Neb/uchad-
nez’zar, we are not careful to answer thee in
this matter.

17 If it be 8o, our God whom we serve is
able to deliver us from the burning fiery
furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine
hand, O king.

18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O
king, that [we will not serve thy gods, nor
worsixip the golden image which thou hast
set up. .

19 g’hen was Neb’uchadnez’zar full of fury
and the form of his visage was clmngﬂi
nst Sha’drach, Me'shach,and Abed’-nego:
ther¢fore he spake, and commanded that
they should heat the furnace one seven
times more than it was wont to be heated.

20 And he commanded the most mighty
men that were in hisarmy to bind Sha’drach,
Me’shach, and Abed’-nego, and to cast them
into the burning fiery furnace.

21 Then these men were bound in their
coats, their hosen, agd their hats, and their
other garments, and M‘:ﬂc into the midst
of the burning fiery fu 8.\

THE HEBREWS IN THE FIERY FURNACE
‘Danie] 3 : 14-28—Memory Verses, 16-18

[July 16

-

July 16, 1899

22 Therefore because the king’s command-
ment was urgent, and the furnace exceeding
hot, the flame of the fire slew those men
that took up Sha’drach, Me’shach, and Abed’-

nego.

053 And these three men, Sha’drach, Me’-
shach, and Abed’-nego fell down bound into
the midst of the burning fiery furnace.

24 Then Neb’uchadnez’zar the king was
astonied, and rose up in haste, and spake,
and said dnto his counsellors, Did not we
cast three men bound into the midst of the
fire? They answered and said unto the
king, True, O king.
2§ He answered and said, Lo, I see four
men loose, walking in the midst of the fire,
and they have no hurt ; and the form of the
fourth is like the Son of God. -

26 Then Neb/uchadnez’zar came near to
the mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and
spake, and said, Sha’drach, Me¢/shach, and
Abed’-nego, ye servants of the mogt high
God, comp forth, and come hither. Then
Sha’drach, Me’shach, and Abed’-nego, came
forth of the midst of the fire.

27 And the princes,’ governors and cap-
taing, and the king’s counsellors, being
gathered together, saw these men, upon
whose bodies the ﬁ're had no power, nor was
an hair of their, head singed, neither were
their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had

on them. s

28 Then Neb’uchadnez’zar spake, and said,
Blessed be the God of Sha'drach, Me’sluwh
and Abed’-nego, who hath sent his 1, and
delivered his servants that trusted in him,
and have changed the king’s word, and
yielded their bodies, that they might not
serve nor worship any god, except their own

God.

\ THE LESSON RETOLD

When Daniel’s three brave friends had be-
come men, Nebuchadnezzar wag still king
and he had been making a great golden idol.

When it was all finished, he set a day for the
people to come and worship it. He said, “I
will tell the band when to play, and if any-
one will mot fall down on his knees when the
music begins, I-will have that man put into
a blazing oven and burnt up.”

8o the princes and the rulers and the
crowds of jpeople were all careful to do ex-
actly what the king said, except Daniel’s
three friends. They heard the band but

they did not fall down and worship the idol.

Some one went straight and told the king
and the king sent to have them brought to
him at once. He was very angry indeed
and callpd to his servants to see that the
furnace was hot.

But the three men only said, ¢ Our God
whom we serve is able to take eare of us.
He is stronger than the king himself and be-
cause we are His gervants we will never fall
down before the idol or pray to heathen
gods.”” Then Nebuchadnezzar in his fury
told his strongest soldiers to threw them
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right into the fire.

The fire was so hot that it burnt up the
soldiers, but the Bible says that God’s ser-
vants were not hurt the least bit,

Nebuchadnezzar was much surprised by
what he saw. He said, ‘““Were there not
three thrown in? But I see four men walk-
ing in the fire and one ofythem is like ‘““‘a
son of the gods.” (See Revised Version.)

Then he called them to come out of the
furnace and they walked out alive. Their
clothes did not smell of fire and there was
not ore hair on their heads even singed.

After this the king’s mind changed. He
said now, ‘‘If I find anyone spéaking against
the true God, I will punish him ; for there is
no other God who can deliver after this
’\th.h

b vavg

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. What message did king Nebuchadnezzar
send to his people? Ans.—Everyone must
worship my golden idol. 2. Who disobeyed
him? Ans.—Daniel’s three friends. 3.—
How were they punished? Ans.—They
were thrown into a fiery furnace. 4. Did
they know what would happen if they did
not worship theidol? Ans.—Yes. 5. Why
were they not afraid? Ans.—They knew
that God would take care of them. 6. Did

He take care of them? Ans.—Yes, He was
with them in the fire. 7. Who watched
them there? Ans.—King Nebuchadnezzar.
8. When he saw them still alive what did
he do? Ans.—He called them to come out.
9. Were the men at all hurt? Ans.—No,
there was not even the smell of fire upon
them. 10. What did the king then say?
Ans.—There is no God who can deliver after
this sort.

4 Bafe

at the window, and running over found a but-
terfly flying about in a great fright, for there,
outside the window, was a/ sparrow darting
at the pane to catch the butterfly.

““That sparrow makes me think of to-day’s
\_lesson,” said mother. ‘‘The angry king

Nellie and Marjory heard ;:}x'('kin noise

I HAVE LEARNED
TO-DAY THAT

®olden Tert—Our God whom we serve
is able to deliver us.—Dan. 3:17.

e

Catechism—39. What do you know
of the early life of JesusP? Until Jesus
was thirty years old He lived with His par-
ents, whom He loved and obeyed.

thought it would be easy to have God’s ser-
vants burnt u‘), but all the time they were

uite safe. The butterfly is as safe behind
this glass as if it were miles away from the
gparrow. Only it doesn’t know it, poor
thing. It's only when we forget that God is
caring for us that we are afraid.”’

God Takes Care of Those Who Love Him

Lesson bHymn

O him that o’ercometh God giveth
a crown ;

Through faith we shall conquer,
though often cast down ;

He who is our Saviour our strength
will renew ;

Look ever to Jesus—He will carry
you through. Amen.

—Hymn 530, Book of Praise.

]
~




The Handwriting on the Wall

July 23

THE HANDWRITING ON THE WALL

Lesson 1V,

17 Then Dan’iel answered and said before
the king, Let thy gifts be to thyself, and
give thy rewards to another ; yet I will read
the writing unto the king, and make known
to him the interpretation.

18 O thou king, the most high God gave
Neb'uchadnez ‘zar thy father a kingdom, and
majesty, and glory, and honour :

19 Ang for the majesty that he gave him
all people, nations, and {mgua N, trembled
and feared before him : whom he would he
slew ; and whom he would he kept alive ;
and whom he would he set up ; and whom
he would he put down.

20 But when his heart was lifted up, and
his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed
from his kingly throne, and they took his

lory from him :

21 And he was driven from the sons of
men ; and his heart was made like the
beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild
asses : they fed him with grass like oxen,

and his body was wet with the dew of hea-
ven ;

ruloé

till he knew that the most high God
in the kingdom of men, and that he
an)oimvth over it whomsoever he will.

22 And thou his son, O Belghaz’zar, hast
not humbled thine heart, though thou knew-
est g1l this;

2J But hast lifted up thyself against the

-

THE LESSC

Though God had made Nebuchadnezzar a
very rich and powerful king, his heart only
got prouder and harder all the time. At last
God sent him a very severe punishment and

after that he died.

Daniel 5 : 17-31—Memory Verses, 24-28

July 23, 1899

Lord of heaven ; and they have brought the
vessels of his house,before thee, and thou,
and thy lords,thy wives,and thy concubines,
have drunk wine in them ; and thou hast

raised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass,
iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor
hear, nor know : and the God in whose hand
thy breath 8, and whose are all thy ways,
hast thou not glorified :

24 Then was the part of the hand sent
from him ; and this writing was written.

25 And thisisthe writing that was written,
ME’NE, ME’NE, TE’KEL, UPHAR/SIN.

26 This s the interpretation of the thing :
ME/NE ; God hath numbered thy kingdom,
and finished it.

27 TE/KEL ; Thou are weighed in the bal-
ances, and art found wanting.

28 PE/RES : Thy kingdom is divided, and
given to the Medeg and §> r/sians.

29. Then commandegl Belshazzar, and they
clothed Dan’iel with_ scarlet, and put a chain
of gold about his neck, and made a proclama-
tion concerning him, that he should be the
third ruler in the kingdom.

30 In that night was Belshaz’zar the king
of the Chalde’ans slain.

31 And Dari’us the Me’/dian took the king-
dom, being about’ threescore and two years
old.

)N RETOLD

Belshazzar was now reigning.

He was quite a young man. He said, ‘I
am not afraid of anything. I have the
strongest soldiers in the world to fight for
me, and I can enjoy myself asI like.”” Sohe

made a great feast and invited
all his friends.

Then he did a very wicked
thing. He sent and got the
holy cups and dishes that his
father had carried off from God'’s
house in Jerusalem and used
them to drink wine out of
while he and his: friends shout-

BN ed the praises of the heathen
B idol.

Suddenly something happened
that frightened everyone, and
made the king shiver all over.

This is what he saw : on the
wall of the room a man’s hand
writing strange words.

'\
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The Handwriting on the Wall

Belshazzar could not xead the words.
Neither could anyone at the table.

Then he sent for his wise men to come ; but
none of them could read them, and both the
king and his lords were in great trouble.

But the queen gaid, .‘“Send for Daniel.
He will be able to tell the meaning of it.”’

When Daniel came in, the king offered to
give him a fine present ; but Daniel would not
take it. He said to Belshazzar, ‘ You know
how God punished your fathor,é Nebuchad-
nezzar, for his sins, but that did not make

your heart humble. It is God who gives
you everything you have, but you have not
thanked Him. He has written these strange
words. They mean that He will punish
you by not allowing you to be king any
longer.”’

Because Daniel was able to read the writ-
ing they put a chain round his neck and
made him third ruler in the kingdom.

That same night God’s words came true.
Belshazzar was killed by fis enemies be-
cause he had not trusted in the true God.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. What happened to King Nebuchadnez-
zar? Ans.—He was punished for his pride
and then he died. 2. Who was the king
now? Ans.—Belshazzar. 3. Was he a bet-
ter man? Ans.—No, he was proud and he
was foolish, too. 4. How did he show that he
didn’t care for God’s worship? Ans.—He
used the temple dishes at a heathen feast.
5. Did God see him? Ans.—Yes. 6. What
happened at the feast ? Ans.—The kingsaw
a man’s hand writing on the wall. 7. How

white kite and

n with a fiery
red eye upon it. May and Charlie were
making the kite’s tail. When it was finish-
ed Frankie put it away to dry.

Chgrlie had promised not to touch it, but
when Frankie and May had gone away he
could not resist putting a finger on the
dragon’s eye. Alas| the paint was wet, and
the paper soft, so Charlie’s finger went
througﬁ),c and made a big hole. ‘‘ He won’t

Frankie had made a lax(-Pe
was painting a big green

I HAVE LEARNED
TO-DAY THAT

@olden Text—God is the judge.—Ps. 75: 7.
Tod

Catecbhism—40. How did Jesus spend
the remaining three years of his life on
earth P Jesus spent the last three years of
His life in doing good, and in teaching men
about God.

*

The Dragon’s Eye

did he feel? Ans.—Very much frightened.
8. Could he or his wise men read the writ-
ing? Ans.—No. 9. Who did read it? Ans.
—Daniel. 10. What did Daniel say it meant?
Ans.—That God would punish the king and
take away his kingdom. 11. What was done
for Daniel? Ans.—He was made third ruler
in Babylon. 12. How soon did God’d word
come true? Ans.—That same night. 13.
What is the Golden Text? Ans.—‘‘God is
the judge.”

RS
know I did it,”’ thought the little boy; so
he said nothing to anyone.

But that night he could not sleep. The
dragon seemed staring at him with the hole
in its eye. At last he could bearit no longer ;
and creeping out of bed, he went and ﬁld
Frankie all about it.

Frankie soon forgave him, and the next
day father pasted a piece of paper over the
hole, the red eye was painted in again, and

the dragon looked as well as ever.

God Blesses His Faithful Children

Lesson Hymn

IFE passeth soon; .
L' llzeath dmgwoghh I:)ear :
eep us, rd,
Till Thou fp r; '
For Thee to live,
In Thee to die,
With Thee to reign through eternity.
Amen.
—Hymn 331, Book of Praise,

-




Daniel in the Den of Lions
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DANIEL IN THE DEN OF LIONS

Lesson V.

10 Now when Dan’iel knew that the writ-
ing was signed, he went into his house ; and
his windows being open in his chamber to-
ward J(-ru’mlcm,%ne neeled upon his knees
three times a day, and prayed, and gave
thanks before his God, as fl() id aforetime.

11 Then these men assembled, and found
Dan’iel praying and making supplication be-
fore his God.

12 Then they came near, and spake before
the king concerning the king’s decree ; Hast
thou not signed a decree, that every man that
shall ask a petition of any God or man with-
in thirty days, save of thee, O king, shall be
cast into the den of lions? The i(ing an-
swered and said, The thing s true, accordin
to the law of the Medes and Per’sians, whic
altereth not.

13 Then answered they and said before the
king, That Dan’iel, which s of the children
of the captivity of Ju/dah, regardeth not
thee, O king, nor the decree that thou hast
si%wd, but maketh his petition three times
a day.

14 Then the king, when he heard these
words, was sore displeased with himself, and
set his heart on Dan’iel to deliver him : and
he laboured till the going down of the sun to
deliver him.

15 Then these men assembled unto the
king, and said unto the king, Know, O king,
that the law of the Medes and Per/gians 1s,
That no decree nor statute which tjw king
establisheth may be changed.

16 Then the king commanded, and they

-~

Daniel 6 : 10-23—Memory Verses, 21-23

July 30, 1899
brought Dan’iel, and cast him into the den
of lions. Now the king spake and said unto
Dan’iel, Thy God whom thou servest contin-
ually, he will deliver thee.

]7) And a stone was brought, and laid upon
the mouth of the den ; and the king sealed
it with his own signet, and with the signet
of his lords ; that the purpose might not be
changed coneerning Dan’iel.

18 Then the king went to his palace, and
passed the night fasting : neither were in-
struments of musick brought before him :
and his sleep went from him.

19 Then the king arose very early in the
iporning, and went in haste unto the den of
ions.

20 And when he came to the den, }ije cried
with a lamentable voice unto Dan’iel : and
the king spake and said to Dan’iel, O Dan'iel,
servant of the living God, is thy God, whom
thou servest continually, able to deliver thee
from the lions ?

21 Then said Dan’iel unto the king, O king,
live for ever.

My God hath sent his angel, and hath
shut'the lion’s mouths, that they have not
hurt me : forasmuch as before him innocen-
cy was found in me; and also before thee,
0 kin% have I done no hurt.

23 Then was the kin exceeding glad for

him, and commanded that they should take

Dan’iel up out of the den. So Dan’iel was
taken up out of the den, and no manner of
hurt was found upon him, because he be-
lieved in his God.’

THE LESSON RETOLD

Darius was the name of the king who
now reigned in Babylon.

When he saw that Daniel was to be trust-
ed, he made him chief ruler in his kingdom.

Then the other princes and rulers were
jealous and they watched Daniel to see if he
would make any mistakes.

Wheén they couldn’t find any, they made
up a wicked plan. They knew that Daniel
prayed to God every day; so they went to
the king and asked him to make a rule that
if anyone was found praying except to the
king himself, he was to be thrown into the
den of lions.

8o King Darius wrote the law and signed
it with his scal and nothing could change it.
When Daniel heard about it, he went into his
house and kneeling down with the windows
open, he pmyfd to God three times every day,
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Dandel in the Den of Lions

79

as he had always done. His enemies saw
him do it. Then they went and told the
king.

Now the king loved Daniel, and he was
terribly angry with himself for making the
law ; but it was too late to take it back.
That very evening, therefore, they threw
Daniel in among the hungry lions.

But Darius was so troubled that he could
not eleep, and very early in the morning he
ran to the den, hardly hoping to find Daniel
alive. Then he called in a sad voice, ‘‘ Oh,

Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God
able to save thee from the lions?’’ And
Daniel, who was still quite safe in the
lions’ den, answered, ‘ My God hath sent
his angel and hath shut the lions’ mouths
and they have not hurt me because I have
done no harm.”

Then they took Daniel up, and the Bible
says there was not one bite or scratch upon
him because he had trusted in God and God
had shut the lions’ mouths,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. Who was king now? ¢ Ans.—Darius.
2. How did Darius show that he trusted Dan-
iel ? Ans.—He set him over the other rulers.
3. How did they try to hurt him? Ans.—
They got the king to make a law against
praying to the true God. 4. How did Daniel
show that he wasn’t afraid? Ans.—He left
his windows open and went on praying. 5.

How did they treat him ? Ans.—They threw
him into the den of lions. 6. How long
did he stay there? Ans.—All night. 7.
Did the lions hurt him? Ans.—No. 8.
Why? Ans.—God sent an angel and shut
the lions’ mouths. 9. What is the Golden

Text? Ans.—‘‘The Lord is thy keeper.”

Frank’s Lion

Patty came to spend the day with her
cousin Frank.

“Let’s play Daniel in the lion’s den,”
said Frank. ‘““You be Daniel, and T'll
throw you into the den. T’ll be the lion.”

‘8o Frank put Patty into a dark hole be-
hind the steps. Then he crawled in on his
hands and knees roaring and gnashing his
teeth. He got Patty’sarm in his mouth just
as if he was going to make a meal of her,

Patty gave a terrible scream. When Frank
found Patty was crying, he jumped up.
“What’s the matter?’”’ he asked angrily.

I HAVE LEARNED
TO-DAY THAT

®olden Text—The Lord is thy keeper. |

—Psalm 121 : 5.

Catecbism — 41. Whom did Jesus
claim to be P Jesus said that He was the
Son of God.

‘T was afraid you’d turn real lion and eat
me up,”” sobbed Patty.

Frank felt something like a wild beast inside
of him. He wanted to call Patty asilly baby
and show her what he thought of her. Then
Le remembered God. ¢ Oh, come and help
me to be kind,”” he prayed all to himself.

Then the cruel feclings went away and
Frank said, *‘ I’'m sorry I played so roughly.
I did not mean to frighten you, Patty.
(C'ome, we'll play lamb or anything you
like.”’

The Lord Is My Keeper

Lesson bpmn

OD, that madest earth and
heaven,
Darkness and light ;
Who the day for toil hast given,
For rest the night ;

May Thine angel-guards defend us,
Slumber sweet lK mercy send us,
Holy dreams and hopes attend us,

This livelong night. Amen.
—Hymn 373, Book of Praisc.




The New Heart

[August 6

THE NEW HEART

Lessson V1.

25 Then will I gprinkle clean water upon

ou, and ye shall be clean: from all your

Ithiness, and from all your idols, will I
cleanse you.

26 A new heart also will I give you, and
a new spirit will I put within you: and I
will take away the stony heart out of your

flesh,~and I will give you an heart of flesh.

27 And I will put my spirit within you
and cause you to walk in my statutes, and
ye shall keep my judgments, and do
them

28 And‘ye I}ha'll dwell 1(;1 the l]:::l]ld btehnt I
gave to your fathers: an e 8 m
people, Xnd I will be your &od. J

28 I will also save you from all your un-
cleannesses: and I will call for the corn,

d will increase it, and lay no famine upon

ou.

}“80 And T will multiFIy the fruit of the
tree, and the increase of the field, and ye
shall receive no more reproach of famine
among the heathen.

31 Then shall ye remember your own evil

Ezekiel 36 : 25-36—Memory Verses, 25-27

August 6, 1899

ways, and your doings that were not good,
and shall lothe yourselves in your own
sight for your iniquities and for your abom-
inations. '

82 Not for your sakes do I this, saith the
Lord Gop, be 1t known unto you : be ashamed
and confounded for your own ways, O house
of Israel.

33 Thus saith the Lord Gop; In the day
that I shall have cleansed you from all your
iniquities I will also cause you to dwell
in the cities, and the wastes shall be builded.

34 And the desolate land shall be tilled

whereas it lay desolate in the sight of all
that passed by.
35 And they shall say, This land that was
desolate is become like the garden of E’den ;
and the waste and desolate and ruined cities
are become fenged, and are inhabited.

36 Then the heathen that are left round
about you shall know that I the Lorp build
the ruined places,and plant that that was deso-
zlate : I the Lorp have spoken #, and I will

o i,

THE STORY RETOLD

The Jews were God’s own people. He
had given them a beautiful country and

promised to take care of them if they wor-
shipped and obeyed Him as their God.

But they forgot Him altogether and wor-
shipped the idols of their heathen neigh-
bors. 8o God punished them by allowing a
heathen king to come and destroy their
homes and take them far away to Babylon
as slaves.

In Babylon they had to work very hard,
and the heathen people made fun of them,
and they were very unhappy. They often
used to long to go back to their old home.

There were a few men among them still
faithful to the true God. Daniel was one,
Ezekiel was another. These men often
prayed that God would forgive the sins of
the Jews and that He would some day allow
them to go home again.

At last God sent a message to Ezekiel say-
ing that He was ready to forgive their sins
if they were truly sorry and wanted to do
better. He promised to send His Spirit to
change their wicked hearts so that they
would hate doing wrong and love to do
right.

Hetold Ezekiel that they would have their
beautiful homes again and plenty for every-
one to eat. Then they would remember how
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disobedient they had been and would be
ashamed at having been so foolish and
sinfuk
There was something else in Ezekiel’s
message. It was God’s reason for showing
QUESTIONS A
1. Who were God’s people? Ans.—The
Jews. 2. What had He done for them?
Ans.—He had given them a beautiful coun-
~try to livein, and had taught them how to
worship Him. 8. Did they always do right?
Ans.—No, they forgot God and worshipped
idols. 4. How were they punished? Ans.—
They were carried off as slaves to Babylon.
5. Did God say He would have nothing more
to do with them? Ans.—No, God loved
them too much to say that. 6. Whom did

A New Hmrt
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these poor Jews so much kindness. It was
this: He wanted their heathen neighbors
to see what God could do for His people, so
that they too might become His true servants,
which is real missionary work.

ND ANSWERS

Ezekiel. 7. What did God tell Ezekiel to
say ? Ans.—That He was willing to wash
away their sins. 8. What did He promise
to givethem? Ans.—A new heart. 9. What
did God promise besides? Ans.—That some
day they would be allowed to go home. 10.
What was God’s reason for showing these
people so much kindness? Ans.—He want-
ed the heathen to know that He was the
true God. 11. What is the Golden Text?
Ans.—*‘“ A new heart also will I give you.”

He send to speak kindly to them? Ans.—

Curly’s Lesson

Once there was a rich shepherd who had a
hundred sheep. The name of the smallest
lamb was Curly.

Every morning when the shepherd took
them to the green pastures and every night
when he brought\them home, Cu?y walked
close béside him. ;

When Curly had grown a little bigger he
began to say to himself, ‘I don’t see why
we have to stay in that old fold. I want to
see what it's like outside at night.”” 8o,
when the rest were going home, Curly stayed
and hid behind a rock. Then he turned and
ran the other way.

Very soon he lost himself, and oh ! how

hid the moon and Curly felt something
prickly. He was caught fastin a thorn-
bush. Then he called ‘‘ Ma-a-a’’! But instead
of his mother he heard a loud growl. It
was Mr. Wolf. He was hungry too.

At the fold the shepherd was counting his
sheep. ““Why Curly is not here!” he
cried. So he ran into the dark and got to
the thorn-bush just in time to save him from
the wolf and carry him safely home. Then
he tied up his sore feet and gave him warm.
milk to drink.

All this made Curly quite different, and
now, though he is an old sheep, when his
master calls he is the very first to obey. Itis

rough and sharp the stones were! A cloud

I HAVE LEARNED
TO-DAY THAT

@olden Text.—A new heart also will I
give you.—Ezek. 36 : 26.

Catecbism.- 42. How did Jesus show
that He was the Bon of God P Jesusshow-
ed that He was the Son of God by His holy
life, His heavenly teachings and His wonder-
ful works,

easy to obey those who love us.

I Need a New Heart Which God Will Give Me

——————t

Lesson bymn

ORD, I confess to Thee
Sadly my sin ;
I am, tell Thee ; ;

All I have been |
Purge Thou my sins away,
Wash Thou my soul this day,
Lord, make me clean | Amen.
—I{)mn 160, Book of Praise.




Ezekiel's Great Vision

[August 13

EZEKIEL'S GREAT VISION

Lesson VII.

The hand of the Lorp was upon me, and
carried me out in the spirit of the Lorp, and
set me down in the midst of the valley which
was full of bones.

2 And caused me to pass by them round
abont: and, behold, there wereg®ry many in
the open valley ; and, lo, they were very dry.

8 And he said unto me, Son of man, can
these bones live? And I answered, O Lord
Go6p, thou knowest.

4 in he said unto me, Prophesy upon
these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry
bones, hear the word of the Lorb.

5 Thus saith the Lord Gob unto these
bones ; Behold, I will cause breath to enter
into you, and ye shall live :

6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and
will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you
with gkin, and put breath in you, and ye
shall live ; and ye shall know that I am the
Lorb.

7 8o I prophesied as I was commanded :
and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and
behold a shaking, and the bones came to-
gether, bone to his bone.

8 And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and
the flesh came up upon them, and the skin
covered them above : but there was no breath
in them.

Ezekiel 37 : 1-14—Memory Verses, 5, 6 August 13, 1899

9 Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto
the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to
the wind, Thussaith the Lord Gop ; Come
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe
upon these slain, that they may live.

10 So I prophesied as he commanded me,
and the breath came into them, and they
lived, and stood up upon their feet, an ex-
ceeding great army.

11 Then he said untoyme, Son of man,
these bones are the whole {mum of Israel:
behold, they say, Our boney are dried, and
our hope is lost: we are Fut off for our
parts.

12 Therefore prophesy and say unto them,
Thus saith the Lord Gob ; Behold, O my
.people, I will open your graves, and cause
you to come up out of your ves, and
bring you into the land of ls’mcF.m

13 And ye shall know that I am the Lorb,
when I have opened your graves, O my
people, and brought you up out of your
graves,

14 And shall put my spirit in you, and ye
shall live, and H)thl“ place you in your own
land : then shall ye know that I the Lorn
have spoken it and performed #, saith the
Lorb.

THE LESSON RETOLD

Before Jesus Christ came, God had many
ways of speaking to His people.

Sometimes He would send an angel or a
cloud of fire, but often He spoke to some
good and holy man and gave him a message
for all the others.

Such a man was called a prophet.

Now Ezekiel was a prophet, and it was
through him that the poor Jewish slaves in
Babylon heard that God was willing to fur,b
give their sins and would some day také
them back to their own country.

Soon after this message, another message
came to Ezekiel from God.

This time God showed him a strange pic-
ture or vision, as it was called.

In the vision Ezekiel saw a great valley all
scattered over with bones. The people must
have been dead a long time for the bones
were o very dry.

God said to Ezekiel, ‘‘Can these bones
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live?” 0O Lord God,
_answered the prophet.
Then God said, ‘‘speak to these dead
bones and say, ‘ Ye shall live. I will cover
you with flesh and gkin, and give you breath
to make you alive, because I am the Lord.” ”’
Ezekiel did as he was told.
When he had spoken the words, he
heard a strange rattling sound. All the
bones began to move and when he looked

thou knowest,”’

again, they were covered with flesh.

God said, ‘“ Now call to the wind to come
and give them breath that they may live.”

When the wind blew, Ezekiel saw a
wonderful sight—instead of the bones, the
valley was full of strong, living men, a very
great army.

Then God explained the vision. He told
Ezekiel that the Jewish people in Babylon
were like a lot of dead bones, but that He, by
His Spirit, would some day make thm
great nation again, for He is the living God.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. What is a prophet? Ans.—A good and |
holy man who speaks for God to men.
2. What is the name of the prophet in to-
day’s lesson? Ans.—Ezekiel. 3. How did
God speak to Ezekiel? Ans.—In visions.
4. What is a vision? Ans.—Something like
a picture. 5. Why did God use pictures ?
Ans.—To make it easy for people to under-
stand Him. 6. What did Ezekiel seg in a
vision? Ans.—A valley full of dry bones.
7. What did God say about them? Ans.—
‘““Can these bones live?” 9. What did Eze-
kiel answer? Ans.—‘““O Lord God, thou

Clara’s

‘“Mother,” said Clara, looking up from
her lesson paper one Sunday afternoon, ‘“I
wish God would let me see a vision; I'm
going to ask Him."”

““Pooh !”” gaid Tom, ‘‘what nonsense !
‘““There are no visions now; are there,
mother ? ”’

‘“ Oh yes, dear, plenty, if you only know
where to look for them.” ‘“ Real visions ?’’
““Yes, dear. If you will come with me I'll
show you one.”

knowest.”” 10. What did God tell Ezekiel
to say to the bones? Ans.—‘‘Ye shall live
because I am the Lord.”” 11. What did God
dotothe bones? Ans.—He madethemintoa
living army of men. 12. How? Ans.—By
His Spirit. 13. What were the bones a picture
of? Ans.—The Jewish people. They were
not living for God. 14. What did God want
to show them? Ans.—That He would make
them alive and strong by His Spirit. 15.
What is the Golden Text? Ans.—‘‘I will
put my Spirit within you.”

Vision

Mother walked down the garden, until
she came to the old apple-tree. There she
broke off a little branch. The blossoms were
just over. ‘‘ Do you see thm funny little green
thing where the blossom was, Clara? Well,
there’s a whole apple-tree curled up in that

little green knob. Once this big tree was as
small as that, but God watched” over it and
sent His sun and mm to feed it until it grew
a lu e, strong tree.’

hat's a very nice vision,”’ said Clara.
“ Come, Tom, let’s find some more.”’

@SAGASA LM UNUD

I HAVE LEARNED
TO-DAY THAT

God will give

me new life in my souk

GAGAGAUN U U

Golden Text—I will

within you.—Ezek. 36 : 27,
>

Catecbism—43. Wha} did Jesus do to

save us from our sinsP Jesus obeyed
God’s law perfectly and died for us. |

put my spirit |

Lesson bymn

PIRIT of purity and gmce,
Our weakness, ¥|t)1ng, :
O make our hearts Thy dwolhng place,
And worthier Thee. Amen.
—Hymn 111, Book of Praise.

®




The River of Salvation

[August 20

A

THE RIVER OF SALVATION

Lesson VIII.

1 Afterward he brought me in unto
the door of the house ; and, behold, waters
issued out from under the threshold of the
house eastward : for the forefront of the
house stood toward the east, and the waters
came down from under from the right side
of the house, at the south side of the altar.

2 Then brought he me out of the way .of
the gate northward, and led me about the
way without unto the utter gate by the way
that looketh eastward ; and, behold, there
ran out waters on the right side.

3 And when the man that had the line in
his hand went forth eastward, he measured
a thousand cubits, and he brought me
through the waters ; the waters were to the
ancles.

4 Again he measured a thousand, and
brought me through the waters ; the waters
were to the knees. Again he measured a
thousand, and brought me through ; the
waters were to the loins.

5 Afterward he measured a thousand ; and
it was a river that I could not pass over: for
the waters were risen, waters to swim in, a
river that could not be passed over.

6 And he said unto me, Son of man, hast
thou seen thisf Then he brought me, and
caused me to return to the brink of the
river.

7 Now when I had returned, behold, at

Whosoever (I8
will let him
take of the

Ezekiel 47 : 1-12—Memory Verse, 12

August 20, 1899

the bank of the river were very“many trees
on the one side and on the other.

8 Then said he unto me, These waters
issue out toward the east country, and go
down into the desert, and go into the sea:
which being brought forth into the sea, the
waters shall be healed.

9 And it shall come to pass, that every
thing that liveth, which moveth, whitherso-
ever the rivers shall come, shall live : and
there shall be a very great multitude of fish,
because these waters shall come thither : for
they shall be healed ; and everything shall
live whither the river cometh.

10 And it shall coni!o pass, that the fish-
ers shall stand upon %._from l@n’-gedi even
unto En-egla’im ; they shall be a place to
spread fonKnets ; their fish shall be accord-
ing to their kind, as the fish of the great sea,
exceeding many.

11 But the miry places thereof, and the
marishes thereof shall not be heaied; the
shall be given to salt. .

12 And by the river upon the bank there-
of, on this side and on that side, shall grow
ﬁ trees for meat, whose leaf shall not fade,

ither shall the fruit thereof be consumed :
it shall bring forth new fruit according to
his months, use their waters they issued
out of the sanctuary : and the fruit thereof
shall be for meat, and the leaf thereof for
medicine.

THE LESSON RETOLD

The Jews, while they were slavesin Baby-
lon, were often in danger of forgetting their
own God. They were far away from home
and from their great temple at Jerusalem.
The heathen people worshipped the sun and
the moon, and made themselves idols. So
Ezekiel, God’s prophet, was sent to speak to
them of the true worship.

Soon after our last lesson Ezekiel had an-
other vision.

In this vision he saw himself walking
about the temple in Jerusalem with an
angel.

While they were standing beside the door
the angel showed him a small stream of water
coming from under the steps.

Then they walked as far as the East gate.
“‘Look at it now,”” said the angel. He told
the prophet to step in. It was up to his
ankles. The angel measured it again further
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on. It was up 4o the knees. Then again,
and it was deeper still. Once more, and it
was deep enough to swim in. Ezekiel found
the little stream had grown to be a deep
river that he could not cross.

There were trees all along the banks, and
while he looked, the angel said to him,
‘“Wherever this water goes it will make
things live. These trees will stay green all
the time. There will always be fruit hang-
ing on these branches. And the leaves
are good for medicine. At last the river will
reach the Dead Sea, which is very salt and

It will cure its salt-
ness so that all kinds of fish can live there.
Everything it touches will be changed.”
This picture had a meaning. It showed
the Jews that God’s Kingdom was like a
river that keeps growing wider all the time.
Some day it will fill the earth and then
everyone will worship the true God.
Ezekicl’s part was to help the Jews to see
their place in the great Kingdom of God,
which in their time was only just beginning
| to grow, and which is now so great.
|

where nothing can live.

|

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. Did Ezekiel have more than one vision ?
Ans.—Yes. 2. WISt did an angel show him
this time? Ans.—A little stream of water
running from God’s house. 3. From the gate
what did they see? Ans.—A man measur-
ing how far the river had flowed. 4. How
deep was it? Ans.—Up to Ezekiel's ank-
les. b. Did it get any deeper ? Ans.—Yes. It
grew and grew until it was deep enough to
swim in. 6. Where did the angel say it was
going? Ans.—Through the desert and dewn

to the Dead Sea. 7. What kind of sea was
this? Ans.—So salt that nothing could live
in it. 8. What was the water to do? Ans.
—Make everything it touched live. 9. What
were growing along the banks ? Ans.—Trees
that were always green and whose leaves
were good for medicine. 10. What is the
river a picture of? Ans.—The Kingdom of
God. 11, What is the Golden Text? Ans.
—“Whosoever will, let him take of the

water of life freely.”

Help One Another

‘“ Help one another,” the dewdrop cried,

Seeing another drop close to its side,

This warm south breeze would dry me away,

And I should be gone ere noon to-day,

But I'll help you, and you help me,

And we'll make a brook and river to the
sea.’’

I HAVE LEARNED
TO-DAY THAT

Bolden Tert—Whosoever will, let him
take of the water of life freely. —Rev. 22:17.

—— et

Catecbism—44. What would have
happened to us if Jesus had not died
for usP If Jesus had not died for us, we
all would have been lost.

‘““ Help one another,” a gmfn of sand

Said to another grain just at hand,

““The wind may carry me over the sea,

And then, O what will become of me ?

But come, my brother, give me your hand ;
i We'll build a mountain and there we'll
i stand.”’ '

God’s love 'has no end

Lesson bHymn

HOSOEVER heareth, shout, shout
the sound,
Send the blessed tidings all the world
around |
Spread the joyful news wherever man is
found,

““Whosoever will”’ may come. Amen.
—Hymn 457, Book of Praise.




Returning from Captivity

[ August 27

RETURNING FROM CAPTIVITY

, Lesson TX.

1 Now in the firct year of Cy’rus king of
Per’sia, that the word of the Lorn by the
mouth of Jeremi’ah might be fulfilled, the
Lord gtirred up the spirit of ('y/rus king of
Per’sia, that he made a proclamation through-
out all his kingdom, and put #¢ also in writ-
ing, saying,

2 Thus saith Cy’rus king of Per’sia, The
Lorp God of heaven hath given me all the
kingdoms of the earth ; and he hath charged
me to build him an house at Jeru’/salem,
which i in Ju’/dah.

3 Who 18 there among you of all his peo-
ple? his God be with %ﬁm, and let him go
up to Jer'usalem, which 1s in Ju‘dah, and
build the house of the Lorn God of Is-rael,
(he is the God,) which 1s in Jeru’salem.

4 And whosoever remaineth in any place
where hesojourneth, les'the men of his place
help him with silver; and with gold, and
with goods, and with ﬂeasts, beside the free-
will offering for the house of God that is in
Jeru/salem. ‘

5 Then rose up the/chief of the fathers of
Ju’dah and Ben’jamiin, and the priests, and
the Le’vites, with all them whose spirit God

Fzra 1:1-11—Memory Verses, 2-4

L) Iod
<4,

August 1899

[ had raised, to go up to build the house of the

Lorp which 8 in Jeru’salem.

6 And all they that were about them
strengthened their hands with vessels of sil-
ver, with gold, with goods, and with beasts,
and with precious things, beside all that was
willingly offered.

7 Also Cy’rus the King brought forth the
vessels of the house of the i«mn, which
Neb’uchadnez’zar had brought forth out of
Jeru’salem, and had put them in the house of
his gods : .

8 Even those did Cy’rus king of Per’sia
bring forth by the hand of Mith’redath the
treasurer, and numbered them unto Shesh-
baz’zar, the prince of Ju’/dah.

9 ¥ nd this is the number of them : thirty

chargers of gold, a thousand chargers of sil-
ver, nipne and twenty knives,

10 Thirty basonsof gold, silver basons of
a second sort four hundred and ten, and other
vessels a thousand. .

11 All the yessels of gold and of silver
were five thousand and four hundred. All
these did Sheshbaz’zar bring up with them of
the captivity that were brought up from
Bab’ylon unto Jeru’salem.

THE LESSON RETOLD

God’s time came gt last for setting His
people free. !
They had found out\in Babylon how bitter

a thing it is to disobey God and they were
now ready to obey Him.
At this time, Cyrus was king and God put

into the heart of Cyrus to help Him.

Cyrus wrote a message to the Jews in all
his kingdom. He said, ‘ The Lord, the God
of Heaven, has told me to build Him a house
in Jerusalem. Who among His people are
willing to go 7"’

Then all those in whose hearts was God’s
spirit said, *‘ We are willing.”

Now the Jews had been slaves so long that
they were poor. So Cyrus said to his people
“You are to give these Jews money, and
horses, and everything they need for the
journey, and for building the house of the
Lord.”

So their neighbors helped them heartily,
and when they were almost ready, king
Cyrus went into his treasure-house and
brought out the holy dishes that had been
taken from the temple 8o long before. After
they were counted he gave them to one of
the princes of Judah to take back with him
to Jerusalem.

By and by everything was ready, and
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the long procession started.

The gates of Babylon stood wide open for
God’s people to pass through.

The women and children were on horses or
in waggons. The camels followed loaded
with treasures. The king's soldiers were
thepb to take care of them in the wild desert.
The band was playing, and the happy slaves

said, ‘“ Is it all true, or are we only dream-
ing?”’ There were shouts of joy.

The heathen people heard them laughing
and singing and praising God. They said,
“The Lord hath done great things for
them.” Yes, cried the travellers, ‘‘The
Lord hath done great things for us, whereof
we are glad.”

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. What message did King Cyrus send to

ishment for their sins. 9. What had they

his people ? Ans.—That God had told him done? Ans,—They had forgotten God and
to build Him a house in Jerusalem. 2. prayed to idols, and hadalso lived bad lives.
What did He say to the Jews ? “Ans.—‘“ Who  10. Were they any better now. Ans.—Yes.
among you are willing to help” ? 3. How They were willingto doright. 11. Whomdid

many said’ they were willing? Ans.—All
those Who had God's Spirit in them. 4.
Were tha Jews well off? Ans—No. They
were slaves. 5. Who helped them with
money and otherthings? Ans.—The people
of Babylon. 6. What did Cyrus do?
Ans.—He gave back the holy dishes belong-
ing to the Temple. 7. Who had made King
Cyrus willing to do this? Ans.—God stir-
red up his heart. 8. Why were the Jews
slaves in Babylon? Ans.—It was as a pun-

iKing Cyrus send with them? Ans.—Sol-
diers to take care of them. 12. Had they
fartogo? Ans.—Yes. A longjourney; many,
many days. 13. How did they travel?
Ans.—Some on horses and camels and some
walked. 14. What great work were they to
do at Jerusalem? Ans.—To build the House
of the Lord. 15. What is the Golden Text?
Ans.—*“The Lord hath done great things for
us ; whereof we are glad.”

The Little S8lave Boy

Adjai was a little black boy who had lived
with his father and mother far away in
heathen Africa. One day cruel men came to
their village and took Adjai and his mother
away as slaves. Very soon the little boy was
sold and put on a ship with a lot of other
slaves to be sent away to Cuba.

But God was taking good care of Adjai.
After a while an English ship found them
and brought all the slaves back, but to an-
ut,her]part of Africa, where Adjai wal sent to
school. He learned to read the Bible, and
soon he was baptized. Then they changed

I HAVE LEARNED
TO-DAY THAT

®olden Text—The Lord hath done great
things for us; whereof we are glad.—Ps.
126 : 3.

0k

Catecbism—45. What is it tobe lost P
To be lost is to be left without GGod in this
world, and to be shut out from his presence
forever.

his name, and instead of Adjai he was called
Samugl Crowther.

When he grew older he wanted to be a
preacher. He went to preach to some slave
people near his old home. One day an old
woman came to hear him—it was his own
mother. 8hc knew him, too, and called him
by his old name. How happy they were |
How they thanked God together for His
ﬁ:mdness to them! And, do you know?—

his young man afterwards became a Bisho
and a very useful missionary. The Lo
had done great things for him.

The Lord Hath Done ‘Great Things for Me

Aesson Hymn

RIGHTLY gleams our banner,
Pointing to the sky,
Waving on Christ’s soldiers
To their homes on high.
Marching through the rt,
Gladly thus we pray
Still with hearts united
Singing on our way.
Br;'é]hlly gleams our banner,
ointing to the sky,
Waving on Christ’s soldiers
To their home on high. Amen.

—Hymn 304, Book of Praise,




Rebuilding the Temple

[September 3

REBUILDING
Lesson X.

10 And when the builders laid the foun-
dation of the temple of the Lorn, they set
the priests in their apparel with trumpets,
and the Le’vites, the sons of A’saph with cym-
bals, to praise the Lorp, after the ordinance
of Da’vid king of Is’rael.

11 And they sang together by course in

raising and giving thanks unto the Lorp;
{;*cause he 18 good, for his mercy endureth for
ever toward Is‘rael. And all the people
shouted with a great shout, when they praised
the Lorp, because the foundation of the
house of the Lorp was laid.

12 But many of the priests and Te’vites
and chief of the fathers who were ancient
men, that had seen the first house, when
the foundation of this house was laid before
their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and
many shouted aloud for joy : )

13 So that the people could not discern
the noise of the shout of joy from the noise
of the weeping of the people : for the people
shouted with a loud shout, and the noise was
heard afar off.

Ezra 3 : 10-4:5—Memory Verses, 10, 11

THE TEMPLE

September 3, 1899

1 Now when the adversaries of Ju’dah and
Ben/jamin heard that the children of the
captivity builded the temple unto the Lorp
God of Is’rael ;

2 Then they came to Zerub’babel, and to
the chief pf the fathers, and said unto them,
1ot us build with you : for we seek your God,
as ye do ; and we do sacrifice unto him since
the days of F/sar-had’don king of As’sur,
which brought us up hither.

3 But Zvrnh’bulxs, and Jesh’ua, and the
rest of the chief of the fathers of Is’rael, said /
unto them, Ye have nothing to do with us
to build an house unto our God ; but we our-
selves together will build unto the Lorp
God of Is’rael, as king Cy’rus, the king of
Per’sia hath commanded us.

4 Then the people of the land weakened
the hands of the people of Ju’dah, and
troubled them in building.

5 And hired counsellors against them, to
frustrate their purpose, all the days of Cy’rus
king of Per’sia, even until the reign of Dari’us
king of Per'sia.

THE LESSON RETOLD

The story of the journey from Babylon to
Jerusalem was written by Ezra. It was
many weeks before the people got there.
Then they found a great deal of work wait-
ing to be done.

N},’" ! ; )

(L Y thanks unto the Lord for he isgood.” Every-

", 'i‘\\\‘ body knew the chorus, *For his mercy en-
¥ durcth for ever!” and soon all the people

were singing and shouting and praising God

for His goodness.

Jerusalem, where the beautiful temple had
stood, was just a heap of stones.

everybody helped and soon the ground was
ready for the masons and carpenters to do
their work.

When at last the foundation was laid, the

trumpets sounded for all the people to hold
a great thanksgiving. The priests put on
their beautiful purple and scarlet coats,
trimmed with gold and precious stones. The
singers got together and started David’s
thankggiving psalm beginning, ‘“Oh give

But Ezra saw some old men crying. They
had seen the first temple.  Perhaps it made
them gad to think why it had been destroy-
ed. But most were very glad because now
there was to be a new temple. /

The singing and the shouting and the cry.
ing all together made a noise that could be

So, before | heard miles away.
they could begin to build, they had to gpend |

When the Samaritans near by, who were

a long time clearing away rubbish. J%ut.i partly heathen, knew what was doing, they
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asked if they might help with the work.
But the builders said, ‘“No, it would never
do to have the worship of God and of
heathen idols mixed up together.”

Then these people were angry and did

Rebuilding the Temple

/ 89

something that ghowed they were not the
servants of Godlat all. They made a plan to
hinder the buildirs; and they gave so much
trouble that the work had to be stopped for
fifteen years.

~
QUESTIONS-AND ANSWERS

1. Who wrote the story of the journey
back to Jerusalem ? Ans.—Ezra. 2. How
did they find their old homes? Ans.
Tumbled to pieces. 3. What was the temple
like? Ans.—Only a heap of stones. 4.
What was the first thing to be done? Ans.—
To clear away the rubbish. 5. How did
they work? Ans.—Gladly and heartily. 6.
What building did they do first? Ans.—
They laid the foundation of the temple. 7.
How did they feel then? Ans.—Very glad
and thgnkful. 8. How did they show it?
Ans.—By holding a great thanksgiving. 9.
Who were there? Ans.—The priests and

were  crying  while the /pthers shouted
and sang? Ans.—The old men. 11
Why did they ery? Ans.—They had seen
the first temple and felt sad that it had been
destroyed. 12, Who heard about the
building? ~ Ans.—The Samaritans. 13.
Why were they notallowed to help? Ans.—
Because they were not true worshippers of
God. 14. How did they show it? ,Aps.—
By stopping the builders in their work." 15.
What is the Golden Text? Ans.—‘“The
temple of God is holy, which temple ye
are.”’

| the singers and all the p%)plv. 10. Who

Rob’s Building

Lilian and Rob were making sand houses
on the shore. Rob took a sharp stone and
drew a mark to show which was ‘ his
ground.” ““You can have the rest, Lilian.”

When Lilian’s house was made, it reached
just the least bit over the mark.

“Didn’t I tell you this part was mine?”’
said Rob,angrily. ‘“There!” Andhe knocked
his sister’s work to pieces. ‘‘It’s your own
fault, too,”” said Rob. ¥

‘““What have my little people been build-
ing ?’’ gaid mother, happening along.

Rob felt ashamed to have had mother see

I HAVE LEARNED
TO-DAY THAT

We are

®olden Text—The temple of God is
holy, which temple ye are.—1 Cor. 3: 17.

¥e) %

Catecbism—46. How did Jesus die for
us P Jesus was nailed on the cross by wicked
men.

)

what he had done.
answered gullenly.

““ But you have both made something that
[ can see,” said she. ““ What's that ?”’ agked
Lilian. “You’ve made a bit of character.”
“How, mother?””  ““Well, every time you
speak, you make a bit. Whenever you do
anything, you make ahother bit. When all
the bits are put together, that makes some-
thing called Yourself.”

“Mother,”” said Rob after a minute, ¢ T'll
let Lilian have as much room as she likes,
| now.”’

““Oh, nothing,”” he

temples of God
J

Lesson bHymn

TSUS, Saviour, hear me call,
Sinful though my heart may be,

Thou my life, my hope, my all,
Lord, abide with me.

Fill me with Thy love divine,
(‘'onsecrate my life to Thee,
Bend my stubborn will to Thine.

Lord, abide with me. Amen.

—Hymn 579, Book of Praise.
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Encouwraging the Builders

[September 10

ENCOURAGING THE BUILDERS

Lesson XI.

1 In the seventh month, in the one and
twentieth day of the month, came the word
of the Lorn by the prophet Hag’gai, saying,

2 Speak now to Zerub’babel the son of
Sheal’tiel, governor of Ju’dah, and to Josh’ua
the son of Stm’mlv(-h, the high priest, and to
the residue of the people, saying,

3 Who 1s left among you that saw this
house in her first glory ? and how do ye sece
it now ? 18 it not in your eyes in comparison
of it as nothing ?

4 Yet now be strong, O Zerub’babel, saith
the Lorp ; and be strong, O Josh'ua, son of
Jos'edech, the high priest ; and be strong, all
ye people of the land, saith the Lorp, and
work : for I am with you, saith the Lorp of
hosts : - ¢

Haggai 2 : 1-9—Memory Verses, 4, 5

September 10, 1899

5 According to the word that T covenanted
with you when ye came out of E/gypt,so my
spirit remaineth among you : fear ye not.

6 For thus saith the Lorp of hosts; Yet
once, it 18 a little while, and I will shake the
heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the
dry land ; '

And I will shake all nations, and the de-
sire of all nations shall come : and I will fill
this house &'Lh glory, saith the Lorp of
hosts. ]

8 The silver is mine, and the gold is mine
saith the Lorp of hosts.

9 The glory of this latter house shall be
reater than of the fosfner, saith the Lorp of
10ets : and in this place will F give peace,

saith the Lorp of hosts.

THE LESSON RETOLD

The people were discouraged in their work.

They began to talk in this way. “It’sno
use for us to go on building the Temple.
Our enemies are too strong for us. It’s really
no use trying. We had better get to work
and build some homes for ourselves.”

So they made splendid houses and planted
fields and gardens.  Fifteen years had gone

governor of Judah and all the peoplé a ques-
tion. *How many of you remember what
the first Temple was like ?

Then the old people began to tell how King
Solomon had sent all over the wérld for gold,
and precious stones, and fine sorts of wood
and money for God’s house ; how a hill was
chosen to build on, so that all could see it

and how the beautiful gold roof glistened

stood the ark to help them to remember

L. \/ﬁ when the sun shone. Then away inside
L%

that God was always there. But now

everything was gone except the hill and

J ,gﬁ (z‘
S mg\ the blocks of stone which shey had set

ock,and

——— 2S5amuel xmn 2.

there sixteen years ago. *

“‘ Things do look pretty badly, do they
not?’’ said the Lord. ‘ Yet I want you to
be strong and get to work, for I AM wrtn
vou and the new Temple will be more
glorious than the old.”

God never forgets a promise. Long
before this He had promised to make the

by and the ’f‘vmplu was not yet built. . They
had not done right.

But the crops did not turn out well and
many of the cattle and sheep died.

Something was the matter.

Then God sent them a message.  This
time He spoke by the prophet Haggai.  He
was told to ask the high priest and the

children of Israel a great nation by His
spirit, and now He sent Haggai to remind
them of His words and to tell them not to be
down-hearted.

Of course the builders needed money. The
Jews had brought a great deal from Babylon
but they had been using it for themselves.
But God said, ““ The silver and the gold are
mine.”
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Then He promised that the new Temple
would be much”greater than the first, and
that all the nations who were now making
trouble would some day learn to obey His
voice.

QUESTIONS A

1. Why were the builders discouraged ?
Ans—Because their enemies made so much
trouble. 2. What did they do? Ans.—They
began to build fine houses for themselves
and forgot to build God’s house. 8. Whom
&d God send to speak to them? Ans.—
The prophet Haggai. 4. What question did
God tell him to ask? Ans.—‘ How many of
you remember what the first Temple was
like’”” ? 5. Why did God want them to re-
member? Ans.—Because He had a promise
to give them. 6. What was it ? Ans.—That,

In this way God allowed His people to see
a little of His plans, so that they might be

happier and stronger in doing\the hard work
He wanted them to do. o

ND ANSWERS

when the new one was finished, it would
be even more glorious than the first. 7.
What was the rest of God’s message? Ans.—
“Bestrong and work, for I aM wrri you.”
8. What did He say about money? Ans.—
“The silver and the gold are Mine.” 9.
What did God say about their enemies?
Ans.—That some day they would learn to
obey Him. 10. What is the Golden Text ?
Ans,—*“ Be strong all ye people of the land,
saith the Lord, and work, for 1 AM witH

you.”

‘What’s Encouragement

Clifford McLeod was getting over the
whooping-cough and was visiting at Aunt
Helen’s down at the lake, where he was
getting well rapidly. .

His mother had made him a bathing-suit
of pretty red flannel with some little silk
amc{mrs worked on the collar.

Aunt Helen’s two boys, Henry and Max,
were older than Clifford. Henry was four-
teen and Max twelve.

Said Max, ‘“Oh! you'll soon learn to
swim. I'll just drop you off the end of the
boat and then you’ll have to, that’s all.

Clifford’s eyes filled with tears.

“Never mind what Max says,”’ gaid
Henry, “I know a better way than that.”
So when Max had gone fishing with the
Smith boys, Henry and Clifford put on their
bathing suits.

As soon as Clifford stepped into the water,

"I HAVE LEARNED
TY-DAY THAT

God

®olden Tert—Be strong all ye people
of the land, saith the Lord, and work : for I
am with you.—Hag. 2: 4.

Catecbism—47. What was done with
the body of Jesus after his death on the
crossP The body of Jesus was taken by his
friends and laid in a tomb or grave.

’

a great wave ran at him. ‘Don’t be
frightened,”” said Henry, ‘‘it's only play-
ing tag. Give me your hand.” 'That
made Clifford feel better. 8o holding Henry
very tight and trying to be brave, they
walked together into the water until Clifford
was wet to the knees. Then alittle further,
then a little further until only his head was
dry.

“That's enough for to-day,”” said Henry.
“T'll give you another lesson to-morrow.
You only need a little encouragement.”’

Aunt Helen was sitting on the shore knit-
ting. ‘‘Auntie, what’s encouragement?’’ ,
gaid Clifford, the water running off him in’
little pools and his eyes shining like the
little sand diamonds. ‘“‘It's a Fri«nd who
helps little boys to learn to swim and to do
other hard things,”” said Aunt Helen.

is with Me

Lesson bymn

I HOUGH small is all that we can do

To please the King of Heaven ;
When hearts and hands and lips unite
To serve the Saviour with delight,
They are most precious in His sgight :
Such grace to mine be given.  Amen.
—Hymn 532, Book of Praise.
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Power Through the Spirit .

[September 17

POWER THROUGH THE SPIRIT

Lesson XII. Zechariah 4 : 1-14

1 And the angel that talked with me came |
again, and waked me, as a man that is wak-
ened out of his sleep.

2 And said unto me, What seest thou?
And I said, T have lunkul and behold a
candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the
top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and

seven I:lposto the seven lamps, which are
upon the top thereof :

3 And two olive trees by it, one upon the
right side of the bowl, and ‘the other upon the
left side thercof.

4 Bo I answered and spake to the angel
that talked with me, saying, What are these,
my lord ?

Then the angel that talked with me an-
swered and said unto me, Knowest thou not
what these be? And 1 ﬂ.ud No, my lord.

6 Then he answered and’ spake unto me,
saying, This i the word of l}]IL Lokp unto
Zerub’babel, saying, not by might, nor by
rower, but b) my spirit, saith the Logrp of
1088,

7 Who art thou, O great mountain ? before
Zerub/babel thow shalt become a plain : and he
shall bring forth the headstone thereof with

——)ﬂ-nmry Verses, 8-10

Neptember 17, 1899

8 Moreover the word of the Lorp came

unto me, gaying

9 The hands ()f Zerub/babel have laid the
foundation of this house; his hands shall
also finish it ;. and thou shalt know that the
Lorp of hosts hath gent me unto

10 For who hath despised the ({:ly of small
things ? for they shall rejoice, and shall see
the plummet in the hand of Zerub’babeél with
those seven ; they are the eyes of thé Lorb,
which run 'to and fro through the whole
earth.

11 Then answered I, and said unto him,
What are these two olive trees npon the right
side of the candlestick and upon the left side
thereof ?

12 And T answered again, and said unto
him, What be these two olive branches which
thmugh the two gold( n pipes empty the
golden oil out of themselves ? |

13 And he answered me and said, Know-
est thou not what these be 7 AndI Hd.ld No,
my lord.

14 Then said he, These are the two anoint-
ed ones, that stand by the Lord of the whole

shoutings, erying, Grace, grace unto it.
TIHE LESS(
God wanted His people to be very sure of
His promise to help them, and soon after
Haggai's message He sent another messagég

earth,
)N RETOLD
One night, when Zechariah was sleeping
in his bed, an aggel came and wakened him.
“Tell me what you see,”’ said the angel.
Then Zechariah looked and saw a beautiful

| ““ What are these, my lord ?”’

GOLDEN CANDLESTICK, TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM
This time it was a picture-vision. A good
man called Zechariah saw it and afterwards
told the people about it.

golden candlestick or lamp-stand, with
places enough for seven lights, and in the
[ middle a large bowl to hold oil.

Zechariah had often seen lamp-stands be-
fnrv and wondered why God was showing
'him this one. So he said to the angel,
““This is the
word of the Lord,” said the angel. 8o
Zechariah knew that the picture had a heav-
enly meaning, and that God wanted to
give His people a message fmm Himself.

The golden candlestick \\asjust.apxcture
of the Jewish nation.

God had chosen the Jews and had taught
them more about Himself than any other
people, so that those who did not know
God would learn from them how to love
and serve Him. When they lived like God
they showed truly God’s glory and were like
lamps giving light,
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But a lamp can’t shine without oil. So
God’s servants need His Spirit to make them
of any real use.

The builders had been thinking that they
needed some other things more than God’s
Spirit. They thought, *‘ We need money
and strong arms, and friends to help us.”
Perhaps they thought ‘“We need a better
leader than this man Zerubbabel,” who was
their judge.

But God said, ““Tell them that the way to
get help is not by might, nor by power, but

by My Spirit.”

Then Zechariah told the people, ““ You
who have seen the Temple begun are going
to see it finished sooner than you think.
How glad you will be! There will be shout-
ing and singing such as you have never
heard before,

Here are some of the things God’s Spirit can
do: He can make a great ending out of a
Lgnall beginning. He can change enemies into
friends, and can make every hard thing
easy for these who trust God.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. Why did God send so many messages
to His people? Ans.—So that they might
be quite sure of His promises. 2. Whatdid
Zechariah see in a vision? Ans.—A large
golden candlestick or lamp-stand. 3. How
many lights had it? Ans.—Seven. 4. What
else was there ? Ans.—A bowl to hold oil.
5. Who explained the picture? Ans.—An
angel. 6. What was the vision a picture of ?
Ans.—The Jewish people. 7. What were
they doing at this time? Ans.—Building the
Temple. 8. Was it easy work? Ans.—No.
9. What did they think they needed to help

»
\ 4

I HAVE LEARNED
TO-DAY THAT

them? Ans.—Money and friends and rest
from their enemies. 10. What did God tell
them they mneeded? Ans.—His Spirit.
11. What does oil do for a lamp? Ans.—It
feeds the lamp and makes it burn. 12. Whatj
does God’s Spirit do for His people? Ans,—
It makes them strong to work. 13. Why
did God give the Jews so much help? Ans.
—So that they might tell others of the true
God. 14. What is the Golden Text? Ans.—
“Not by might, nor by power, but by my
spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.”

-
&

The Lord is my Helper

QX

@Golden Text—Not by might, nor by
power, but by my spirit, saith the Lorp of
hosts.—Zech. 4 : 6.

B8P

Catecbism—48. What happened on
the third day after Jesus died and was
buried P On the third day Jesus rose from
the dead,

ALesson bHymn

[VI()LY Spirit, prompt us
When we kneel to pray ;
Nearer come and teach us =7

What we ought to say.

Holy Spirit, help us
Daily by Thy might,
What 18 wrong to conquer,
And to choose the right. Amen,
—Hymn 551, Book of Praise,
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04 Quarterly Review—Third Quarter

Lesson XIIL. REVIEW —-Third Quarter September 24, 1899
Bolden Tegt.—The angel of the Lord encampeth ronnd about them that fear him

and delivereth them.—Ps, 34 : 7
Catecbism.—Questions 36-48,

Lesson Hymn
D
y (I“]), who made the earth,
/ The air, the gky, the sea,
Who gave the light its birth,
Careth for me.

God, who sent His Son
To die on Calvary,

He, if I lean on Him,
Will care for me.

When in heaven’s bright land
I all His loved ones see,

I'll 8in

with that blest band,
““God cared for me.”

1

Amen.
—“_\'lll]l .")(N, Book of Praise..

Lt

Lesson Title

Giracious Invitations,
Daniel in Babylon,

LrssoN 1.
Lisson 11

LrssoN III. The Hebrews
Fiery Furnace.
Lesson 1V, The Handwriting on

the Wall.

LessoN V. Daniel in the Den of
Lions.

LrssoN VI. The New Heart.

in the

LissoN VII. Ezekiel’s Great Vision.

laesoN VIIL The River of Salva-
tion.

Lenwin IX. Returning from Cap-
tivity.

Leson X. Rebuilding the Temple.

Lrewon X 1. Encouraging the Build-
e,

LiessoN XII. Power Through the
Spirit.

Golden Text

Come and let us return unto the Lord.—Hos. 6 : 1.

Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not
defilg himself.—Dan. 1 : 8.

Our God whom we serve
Dan. 3:17.
God is the judge.—Ps. 75 : 7.

is able to deliver us,.—

The Lord is thy keeper.—Ps. 121 : 5.

A new heart also will I give you.—Ezek. 36 : 26.

I will put my spirit within you.—Ezek. 36 : 27,

Whosoever will, let him take of the water of life
freely.—Rev. 22 : 17,

The Lord hath done great things for us;
we are glad. —Ps. 126 : 8,

The h-m‘plo of God is holy, which temple ye are.—
1 Cor. 3:17.

Be strong, all ﬁ'n }x-oyle of the land, saith the ILord,
and work : for I am with you.—Hag. 2 :4.

Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit,
gaith the Lord of hosts.—Zech. 4 : 6.

whereof
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FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

‘Write in the RYar‘v.ﬂ below (or get some ond to do so for you) gne thing that you have
learned from each lesson.

LzssoN 1. Gracious Invitations. LissoN VII. EKzekiel’s Great Vision.

£ 5 I 2
|

=

],nwm: II.  Daniel in Babylon.

LrssoN VI The River of Salvation.

Lisson IX.  Returning from Captivity.

Lrsson TII. The Hebrews in the Fiery
Furnace. ’

|
7_]";“.&\;;‘7\7'. The ]h;;d;\:}“iﬁiz;;i‘l} Lksson X. Rebuilding the Temple.
Wall, ’
t
r
|
\
S B | I - -
Lesson V. Daniel in the Den of Lions. ‘ LissoN X 1. Encouraging the Builders.
|
. | |
! |
f Lissox VI.  The New Heart. LizsoN X 11 Power through the Spirit. v !
L,
}
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Order of Service

AN ORDER OF SERVICE

For Primary Classes, Third Quarter, 1809

AND RErEAT Soprny

sk,

A S1aNaAr,

Gaod, my Father, T would gerve Thee,

Every moment, all my days;

In Thy tenderness preserve me,

Teach my lips tp speak Thy prais

1. Ovesisa Hywx,

Resrossive FXERCISE

L'IiT,

[ will teach von the fear of

Trvcner—Come, ve children, hearken unto me
the Loxn.

Crass—The eves of the Lorp are upon the righteous) and Ilis ears are open "
unto their cry. K

Trvener —The righteous ery, and the Lorp heareth,

\nd deljvereth them outiof all their troubles,

Crass

Prayvek, closing with the Lord’s Prayer in concert

IV.

COLLECTION

Birripay Orrerina axn Praver.

Ve

VI Servecesmevtan Lissox —Recite Golden Texts for the Quarter, as far as learned ;

also Psalmm 121,

- .
VI Gesrere Hysy g followed by Praver Hyss

VL Tk Lissox for the Day, with Golden Text, Lesson Hymim, and Catechism,

IN. =ina Lesson Hymn for Quarter, H14, Book of Praise

Ciod made the little birds and flowers,
And all things large and small;

He'll not l.ill",_'“l his little ones,

I know he loves themralt.

He loves me too, He loves me too,
I Enone He loves me too ;

Becanse e loves the Little things,

ll\/l"” I/' /”//7‘ hie A\”I“]l.

too,

Sicent Proover, closing with a few sentences repeated in concert after teacher.,

\.
\ L
N 11,

we are absent one from another,”

Hymx.

Disyissar

CThe Loko wateh between me and thee when

Mizeait BENEDICTION (10 coneert

et papers e distributed as the children pass out,

[ No provision is made for Roll Call. The assistant <hould mark the book as the chil-

Order of serviee TTHA b .~il|||>|iliml li}’ Hlnillillg Nos. V., VI y and VI ]

dren enter.




V\?hyi not Enjoy . |
Some of These Pictures ?

For 25 Comfort Soap Trade Marks we will send you your CHOICE from the fol- - )
lowing list of handsome PICTURES, with a Mat, 14x22 inches. Each oneis a beautifally ~° ‘
tinted,artistic picture, well worthy to adorn anyone'’s walls. Or we wilksend you any picture
from the following list, mounted in the style of a Medallion, as shown on pages § and 7"
The size is 8% x16, and you can have any pair sent to you, express prepaid, for 25 Comfort
Soap Trade Marks and $1.00. '

Good Stand, _ The National Favorite, In Great Distress,
Sweet Reverie, At the Spring, The Plot,

The First Love-Letter, Cupid’s ?’laynme. Silent Persuasion,
Love’s Young Dream, Tender Memories, Doggie's Toilet,

Love’s 1dyll, u Kings of the:Deep, In Sunny Italy,

A Piecious Burden, Aristocrats of the Table, My Easter Hat,

Miss Muffet’s Xmas Party, Fall Beauties, Two Little Girls in Blue,
Summer Fragrance, Summer Visitors, Luscious Luxury,

An Early Breakfast, In Disgrace, Iris Lily,

Awakening of Spring, Penitence, First Love,

A Study in Pink; Alone, "Twixt Love and Duty,
Brilliant Beauties. Mlkmg it Grow, For the Tea Table,
Roses and Clematis, Five O'Clock Tea, Competitors,

In Full Bloom, A Disgrace to the Family, A Credit to the Family,

The Investigating Committee.
<» <)Y o

To Help the Busy Housekeeper.

FREE, FOR 50 COMFORT SOAP TRADE MARKS, w
< #> THE RELIABLE COOK BOOK.

Containing 600 tested recipes compiled by Marcia. L, Watson
The recipes are reliable and economical. They provide for dniaq 5
and delicious, as well as _substantial, dishes at small expense. Evm
one of the 600 recipes is easily prepared, with full and compltte m-‘ : *’"
structions egsy to undetstand. Choice recipes, never before pub-
lished, have been secured from fainous chefs of New York, London - '
and Paris. The best cooks in New England have contributed 'io;’ "

cipes f,rmmy of the dishes which have made New England cooking W
knownsgll over the world. ; L~
- Printed oh good paper with substantial binding. It will prove &

kitchen friend of great value.

Pugsley, Dingman & Go,, 5 Weliston st W.

'n'-
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