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EDITORIAL JOTTINGS.

OuR American friends are certainly inge-
pious in having their own way ; here isan ex-
emple: In the Mew York courts a suit was
entered by the nephew of a woman, who died
intestate. During life she had placed in the
hands of & {riend some money, to be expended
after her death in masses for her soul. As
administrator, her nephew sued for the money.
In England such legacies would be declared
void on the general ground of superstition, re-
ligion being definately fixed by the State ; but
in the United States no special form of reli-
gion is recognized by law, therefore such lega-
cies are valid. Here, however, there was no
will, and the nephew was administrator. Wasg
it a trust ? Not a charitable one, seeing a
personal interest was sought-—not a pious use,
seeing the law knows no such piety. It was
therefore, neither a trust for a gift, nor a deed.
The person to be benefited was dead, or if
alive, as Christianity teaches, is where she is
1ot subject to the jurisdiction of the court, nor
tan she make her present wishes known. The
money must, therefore, be disposed of accord-
ing to the laws of the State, and, therefore,
was ordered to the nephew as the next of kin
and legal administrator—Q.E.F.

Ix the Catholic Presbyterian for October,
an editorial sentence reads thus “ In fact Mr.
Hatch, in a historical sense, is more favourable
io presbytery than episcopacy, admitting that
presbytery was the primitive govermment of
the church, and episcopacy a subsequent de-
velopment.” The italics are ours and we com-
ment thereon. Edwin Hateh, M A, is a fin-
ished English scholar, ajustly esteemed clergy-
man of the Church of' England, and author
of one series of Bampton Lectures. His opin-
lons, therefore, demand respectful atiention
& least, and when those opinions seem con-

he is an acknowledged leader, we may pre-
sume that they have been reached neither
hastily nor without good reason. Our re-
spected friend, Dr. Blackie, the editor of the
Catholic Presbyterian, seems to think that
Mr. Hateh’s Bampton Lectures admit Presby-
terianism as the form of polity of the primi-
tive church. Dr. Blackie is welcome to all
the comfort he finds in those lectures of Mr.
Hatch. We might congratulate him on his
excellent Congregationalism—for here is some
of Mr. Hatch’s primitive “ Presbyterianism ”:
“In the course of the second century the cus-
tont of meeting in representative assemblies
began to prevail among the Christian com-
munities.  There were points of practice, for
example, the time of keeping Easter, on which
it was desirable to adopt a common line of
action ; there were questions as to Christian
teaching—for example, those which grew out
of Montanism—on which individual churches
were divided, and on which they consequently
desired to consult with their neighbours. At
first theseassemblies were more or less informal.
Some prominent and influential bishop invited
a few ncighbouring communities to confer
with his own. The result of such a conference
was expressed sometimesin & resolution, some-
times in a letter addressed to other churches.
It was a rule for such letters to be received
with respect, for the sense of brotherhood was
strong, and the causes of alienation were few.
But so far from such letters having any bind-
ing force on other churches, not even the re-
solutions of the conference were binding on &
dissentient minority of the members. Whether
this more correctly designates the orderings of
a Presbytery or a Synod which are supposed
to bind all, or the recommendations of a Con-
gregational council we leave our readers to de-
termine. At any rate, if the editor of the

| Catholic Presbyterian accepts such as the
| Presbyterianism of his heart and practice—

tary to the tradition of the church in which | well we may as well join hands.
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A RESPECTED minister of the Presbyterian
Church in Canada, writing in.a representa-
tive Presbyterian magazine, moots the ques-
tion of “ Presbyterian and Methodist Union,”
and asks regarding the gulf between the dis-
tinctive theologies of those churches, “Is it
very wide?” He says, “ Presbyterians are
Calvinists— Calvinists of many shades and
types” (true brother, true, of mony shades and
types), while the Methodist are Arminians
confessedly ; but Arminians, as a rule, of a
distinctly evangelical type.” Yet our friend
rightly says, spiritul affinities are deeper than
externals, and our brethren of these conflict-
ing schools have only to learn what it is given
us of God to exemplify. Heaven strengthen
and fit us for the task—that the evangelical
platform is broad enough for the good of both
theologies, and Catholic enough to find its
bond of brotherhood not in opinions but in
life, the life of righteousness and love in Jesus
Christ our Lord.

———

WE clip the following from the Toronto
Mail:

Brooklin has been known as the ¢ City of Churches,”
and her population has had the reputation of being
largely a church-going one, but the following from a
New York paper would seem to cast a doubt upon the
propriety of continuing to sccede to Brooklin this dis-
tinotive fitle: ¢ On the best estimate which I bave
been able to get,” said the Rev. Emory J. Haynes,
pastor of the Washington Avenue Baptist Church in
Brooklin, at a meeting of the Baptist ministers a few
days ago, * Brocklin has 160,000 young men. Of
this number it is very doubtful if 15,000 attend church
on Sunday. The average attendance at Catholic and
Protestant churches in Brooklin on Sunday is about
80,000. Thers is & great popular mistake about
Brooklin. It is not a church-going community. We
are increasing in population at the rate of 20,000 a
year, and have increased more than 190,000 in the
last six years. In that time we have not built ten
new institutions for the worship of God. Where are
the young men on Sunday ? There is not & Sunday
school in Brooklin where the element of young men
is at all striking. I challenge any man to tell me of
a congregation where young men are a striking com-
ponént part of the congregation. Out of 900 young
men in one of the most popular regimentsin Brooklin,
not100 are in the habit of attending church. They
laugh it off, and on Sunday enquire in jest, ‘ What
fellow is going to church to-day 2’ In one bank, out
of twenty clerks, four go to church. In a particular
store in which thirty clerk are employed, not ten go
to church. In one shop where 100 men are employed,
twenty-three are in the habit of attending church oc-
cesionally.”

AKXD per contra one of the topics of the

“time ” discussed in the November Century
is “Is the Old Faith dying ?” and this is a part
of what is said:

“ In an eastern city, with a population of a lLttle
lese than forty thousand, the president and cashier of
one of the national banks were requested to furnish
a list of the fifty strougest business firms in the city,
with the name of the head of each firm. The gentle-
men farnishing the list had no knowledge whatever of
the use that was to be made ofit. In classifyingfifty-
four names thus given, it was found that there were
seven whose relation to the churches was unknown
to the gentlemen who obtained the list ; six who were
not identified with any of them ; and forty-one who
were ali regular attendants upon the churches, and
generous supporters of their work—the great majority
of them communicants. In a western city of a little
more than sixty thousand inhabitants, a similazr list of
fifty-two names was obtained in the same way, and
the analysis showed three whose ecclesiastical stand-
ing was unknown, one Jew ; six not connected with
churches, and forty-two regular chburch-goers, of
whom thirty-one were communicants. These lists
were both reade up by well-informed and sagacious
business men ; the cities represented by them are not
conspiocuously religious communities : and the compo-
position of them gives small colour to the notion that
the business men of our cities are estranged from the
churches. It is astonishing that such a notion should
ever have gained currency, in the face of the palpable
fact that go much money is contributed every year
for the support of the churches and the prosecution
of their chariteble and missionary enterprises.”

Our valued contemporary, the English
Nonconformist and Independent, is reducing
the price from six pence to four pence per
number ; or fourteen shillings per annum. For
scholarly talent, fearless criticism, literary ex-
cellence and high Christian line, the Nuncun-
formist is unexcelled, and we can only hope
that the editor and proprietor will find ample
encouragemernt in the new venture. English
Nonconformity is not the only gainer by this
manly periodical.

THE autumnal session of the Congregational
Union was held it October last in Sheffield.
One of its features was the address of Prin-
cipal Fairbairn, of Airdale College, the present
chairman. We hope to have the pleasure ofa
visit from the principal some time next year,
indeed we hope our new college building will
be formally opened with his presence. A clear
and comnprehensive thinker with a wealth of
choice language and a store of learning, he
naturally called forth great anticipation re-
garding his address from the chair. The an-
ticipations do not seem to have suffered dis-
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appointment, and we only regret our inability
to give the address in full. A synopsis is
simply impossible. We must content our-
selves with noticing a few points.

Christianity and the age, and specially the
relation of the churches to the necessities of
the day, was the subject. The principal was
maintained, and maintained successfully, that
a church exists for the purposes of God as
manifested in Christ, and must be judged in
relation to those purposes, and by no other
standard whatever. But if a church loses
hold of God and of man, it loses hold of its
end, therefore of its very right to be. Its
truths are eternal, speak to the human heart
everywhere ; and if it loses touch of the hu-
man heart, it is because it has lost possession
or comprehension of its own truths. And a
church void of living truth bearing only dead
dogmas in its bosom, what is it good for but to
be buried out of sight of man ?

The influence of Christianity in the past
has been the influence of living men, men made
happy themselves, and strong to diffuse that
happiness around.

It is a grand thing for a church to have its
roots struck deep in the worthy past. Cer-
tainly our polity has none the less power and
grandeur because it can claim strong men like
Cromwell and Milton and Owen and the men
of Plymouth Rock, nevertheless Dr. Fairburn’s
words hereon are weighty, none the less so
because not new; he remarks, regarding the
Christianity of to-day, that its achievements
in the centuries behind us can never, taken
alene, be an adequate reason for claiming for
it, or for conceding to it, control over the cen-
tury in which we live. The right of Chris-
tianity to be must be sought, not in its achieve-
ments, but in its capabiiities; not in what it
has done, but in its capability of doing. To
live by retrospect is at once the privilege and
the proof of age, seemingly where active life is
over, because evidence alike of what has been
and what is. To live in deed and endeavour
is the sign and duty of mankind, what alone
becomes quick reason and unexhausted ener-
gies. To have served man constitutes a claim
on his gratitude ; to be able to serve him even
better than he has yet been served constitutes
2 claim on his faith and obedience. Here, then,
was their position :—Christianity is fuil of un-
exhausted energies, of latent and undeveloped
capabilities, fitted to mmeet the deepest and

most clamant wants of the day. From the
church of the Apologists and Martyrs we must
learn to wed thought to action; to think
nobly if we are to live bravely and well; to
live purely, if we are to understand our faith ;
to honour it and make it honoured. We do
but poor service if we simply demolish a rival
system ; the greatest possible, if we add but a
living stone to the temple of truth.

THE estrangement of many of the cultivated
and intellectual classes is admitted with sym-
pathy and concern rather than with alarm or
despondeney. To trace the unbelief of some
of these, now living, to pride of intellect, or
to any save an honourable cause, is to do them
grievous wrong. Yet they stand estranged in
intellect and conscience from the faith of the
centuries ; and how are they to be reconciled ?
No religion can afford to lose choice spirits,
least of all Christianity. The great minds of
the Christian centuries have been Christian
minds ; and Christianity, therefore, has a sort
of hereditary claim on the foremost intellects,
owes to them gratitude, feels for them love,

THe attitude of the idustrial class so far as it is
antagouistic isin partexplained thus: theyhave
been largely left by the Established Church
to battle alone for their rights; the men who
have helped them have been often anti-Chris-
tian; too few Christian men have been found
bold enough to apply religion to the problems
and conflicts of the working man. Amuse-
ments have been too much left to the tavern,
houses have been built for gain, not for the
decencies of life, and education too long has
been confined to the few. The church must
meet the ages of neglect and wrong-doing by
realizing the religion of Christ, making it a
veritable law for life, traunslating its prineci-
ples into living forces, not for the mainten-
ance of what is, but for the creation of what
ought to be. Ifreligion is to control the peo-
ple, it must become what Christ meant it to
be, a real and applied law, opening His un-
worked mine of social, industrial, and political
wisdom and truth. Let the reign of God be
realized in our societies, and His Word would
soon be victorious on the earth.

WEARIED, discouraged pastors may catch in-
spiration from the closing words on which
Dr. Fairbairn exhorts his brethren in the
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ministry to stili more greatly than ever honour
their vocation by a living memory of the
noble army of their predecessors, and with
the assured conviction that their work is of
God. The first Christian preacher, he ex-
claimed, was Christ—the greatest of discourses
His Sermon on the Mount. Peter was a
preacher, impetuous, impassioned, with a

former’s work. Toronto in many respects has
been very happy in its remembrance of the
occasion. Under the guidance of the German
Lutheran church in this city were united in
the celebration—-and for onee, yca twice, were
seen side by side, on the same platform. as
speakers meeting on ground of equality—the
Anglican bishop with gaiters and apron, the

speech that was like “a mighty rushing | Methodist preacher—not to be distinguished
wind.” Paul was a preacher, great in thought, | by the eut of his coat from his Angelican con-
in labours, in the noble obscurity that his|frére—the plainly garbed presbyter and the
spirit changed into dJeathless fame. The portly contentment of the unassuming Congre-
muster roll of-Christian preachers is but the ! gational bishop of Zion Church. It was in-
record of the grandest Christian names. John, 'structive to hear from the lips of the bishop cor-
the apostle of love, whose spivit is foreverdial greetings to ministers and laymen of other
incarnated in our fourth gospel : Athanasius, ' churches, and from another Angelican arch-
the malker for centuries of the Christian con-ideacon a calm but earnest prayer for the re-
ception of God ; Augustine, the mind that has ' turn from its errors of the Church of Rome.
tor ages ruled and still rules the thought of | The spirit 6t the age is breaking down bar-
the Western Church; Bernard, great as a:riers betwecen man and mean, even as the
monk, great as a wystic, but greater as alends of the earth by steam and wire are
preacher of the truths that moved and re-'brought very near to each other, and in the
formed the middle ages ; Martin Luther, son | widening sympathy of the sects the Spirit ot
of a miner, author of the Reformation, strong ' Christ is with that of the age. So may it ever
speaker of the strong words that crcated Pro-|be. 'We append our little contribution to the
testantism ; Calvin, son of a French lawyer, Luther celebration by a few words on the
creator of a modern theocracy, the scholar, | Bible as the source of his strength ; and on
thinker, and statesman that made the thought | the spirit of Luther’s home.

and policy that braved and beat back the!
counter-reformation ; Latimer and Hooker,!
Baxter and Bunyan, Howe and Cudworth, !
Butler and Wesley—these are but typical
names selected from our long ancestral roll,men
who have made the preaching of the Cross as |
the very wisdom and the power of God. And!
the vocation these. men adorned will honour;
any man, or any man’s son; the arduous matter |
is for the man or the man's son to honouvr the
vocation. The power to do so comes of God

THE world rests upon an elephant, the ele-
phant stands upoun a tortoise, which in its
turn rests upon an egg. So speaks an old
cosmogony, and therewith rests content.
Modern enquiry further asks: “On what
rests the egg?” Man must find an ultimate, a
court of final appeal. What—where—shall
it be ?
| , ‘What are the grou&ds on which religious be-
- .. lief should rest? What is the basis of re-
ﬁ.lone, and only to the man who is loy a}\t.ci his, ligious certainty ? Is there any reasonable

everlasting gczzepel,v the Truth which, Mi tor(i ;authority to which conflicting opinion may be
said, is strong, “ next to the Almighty,” an . brought for settlement? a sure guide amid per-
plexities, a true and abiding rest ?

remains after every conflic, “ fair as the moon, |
clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with | ™ gy © o5 T U1 o are prepared to find cer-
titude in their own unaided conseiences. Self-

banners.”
i reliant as the Pharisees were, the Baptists’ call
Tue four hundredth anniversary of Martin ; to repentance brought them trembling before
Luther's birth he was born November 10th, him—the seclf-reliant philosopher of to-day is

1483) has called forth from all Protestantism .
enthusiastic remembrance. It will dé us no
harm to turn back the wheels of time, and .
view as in their freshness those distinctive
principles of evangical truth which gave.
power and stability to the great German re-:

an agnostic, a spiritual know-nothing. Where
then shall one flee forassurance ?  Rome says
“the church.” «If any impeach the infalb-
bility of such an authority, what remains but
that every man is given over to his own wit
and discourse ? Is any man in doubt ? Let
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him ask the church. The church is divinely!stepped upon an ocean-stecamer’s deck—with
authorized to pronounce what is true. Itsilight and curious step—hut they proved a
councils and visible head are infallib]o~!vessel staunch and true, bore him sver un-
vield implicitly to it.” Nay, says the Pro-jtrodden tracks bravely, and landed him se-
testant. The church is after all but an zw-’curely in his Redeemer’s hands.  The infallible
sembly of fallible men ; its councils are not | church failed, but the Book, the Word of his
such as to warrant inplicit faith therein; but;God endured for ever. Said Luther: “Day
we have a book recording the history of God’s [and night this Word oecupicd my mind.
religious dealings with man, and containing | Finally an all-merciful God granted me to see
the revelations made to men who spake from i that Panl and the gospel proclaim a righteous-
God, being moved by the Holy Ghost. Theness which is hestowed upon us through God’s
Bible, not the chureh, is the organ of religious ; grace.  For God forgives the sins of those whe
truth and the infallible rule of faith. “believe in His Word of grace, justities them
Luther had been brought up in the cf)m_gand presents them with cternal life. With
munity ever claiming to be the church; ig,S;this.thc gates of paradise were openetd, and
system of penances and scli-enforced denia,lsithc import of th&‘ divine Word of salvation
he tried earnestly that the burden on his soul ' elearly revealed.” . !
might be rolled away. To him, at least, the! My conscience is bound by God’s Word—
church gave no rest—it was too human, its ibis neither advisable nor safeto act contrary
acknow]edged head a cultivated man ()fétO conscience thus Lound, Heve I stand; I
wealth. pleasure, and agnosticism. A strange 'cannot do otherwise. God help me! Amen.”
infallibility for a sin-sick weary soul. But he; Luther assuredly hid Gods Word in his
found a treasure in a dusty book—that sawe'heart; it did not lie losely round'him as his
book is often covered with dust now—and he ! monkish garb; it was not worn as a phylac-
read therein the history of man’s fall andtery or chaplet—hung arvound the neck or
God’s redemption, the Holy Ghost (in the ' bound with th}‘:‘,ng.\'——huﬁ n his' heart, inter-
words of the old Belgic confession) bearing!woven with his very being, which thus be-
witness to his conscience that the words of ! camne sostable that the gates of hell could not
that book came from God. Thus the Serip- | prevail against him.  “If'thou have the Word
tures testified and justitied their own sacred |in thy mouth only, it shall be taken from
authority and sanctity, sceing that even the ! thee; if thou shalt have it in thy book only,
blind may clearly behold and, as it were, feel | thou shalt miss it when thou hast most to do
the fulfilling and accomplishment of ali things | with it; but if thou lay it up in thy heart, as
prophesied in those writings. Here was in-|Mary did the word of the angel, no enemy
fallible ground—the Word which liveth and shall be able to take it from thee, and thou
abideth for ever. shalt find it a comfortable treasure i time ot

. Ithy need” Tt t the Word on th
: o treasur 'thy need. was not the Word on the
Only gradually dl(’% Luther treasure up i 'monastery shelf or in the monkish cell, but in
his heart the truths from his old Lasin Bible. |the heart that made the Luther of Christen-
the story of Hanuah %llfl .Sz)ﬁm‘lel 511‘51;' %E-'dom. Luther, the son of the (ferman miner,
tracted his attention by its pathos and sweet-| fiad ever been a genial, strong man in cell or

ness. » affection h 8 peculiar charm | . A ;
ss. Houwe affection had » p .'house—but it was Luther with the Word of

for him, but as he read the decper problems of | . A
s soul w 6 3 God hidden in his heart that shook Europe
his soul were touched and solved. He found, and laid the foundation of Protestant Evan-

ho n could be just with God, and the | . -

o man 4 be jus e “laclical faith. It is thus the young man may
ieart find  in Christ and His righteous- ;o . . S
heart find peace in Christ an g ; . . ol securel
: . . . . ‘cleanse his way, the aged walk securely—
ness. There is a peculiar feeling of confi- |, . ; S A
. : : he ves- thus may our life be, not flickering or as a
dence with which a traveller views the YOS beating of the air. bub sure. steady per
. . : " d < D < -

sel that without hreak or strain has carried , ° ’ ’ 7

: .. isevering to the end.
him through rough seas undec stormy skies, | SCVCrING to X

and given him comfort withall. It was no .
spasmodie love-at-first-sight that Luther had| WHERE is a man more thoroughly himself
for the Scriptures; indeed, a kind ‘of weird than at hcome? BMen with Titan powér
curiosity scanned first the time-stained leaves may court battle, live in opposition, and
—he embarlied upon their study as many havejuse righteousness as an instrament of suc-
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cess, being patriotically pure as those ever
ave who are viewing, not enjoying, the trea-
sury benches. Home reveals the inner man.
Christ’s character is more complete with the
home glimpses at Nazareth, Cana, and
Bethany. Men may and do atone to them-
selves for public servility by home tyrauny.
A man’s true self is seen where he is acknow-
ledged lord and mastey,

Luther never forgot his early home nor his
father’s prayers.at the children’s bedside.
True that home was stern, if the anachronism
may be pardoned, even puritan. It may be
questioned whether the “life made casy” of the
sentimental part f the nineteenth century is
the proper soil for developing heroes. The
sunny south and ecitron groves must ever
yield' to the bracing north and mountain
home. Luther’s after judgment may suflice
us “ it is right to punish children, but at the
same time we must love them.” Luther was
forty-two when heart and hand were offered
to Catharine Bora—the rumance of youth was
passed, but his heart was ever fresh. Calvin
married at the age of thirty-one, expecting
his wife to look after his health; Luther
married to “spite the devil,” and in obedience
to the divine wisdom, “it is not good fur man
to be alone.” The marriage was a happy
one. His Kate, his queen, his “Lady of the
Pig Market,” as he sometimes playfully styled
her, was as great in her home as Luther in the
church. She managed well, “serving with
careful Martha’s hands and loving Mary’s
heart.” His table talk gives his estimate of
a wife’s position of subordination. “ Between
husband and wife there should be no ques-
tion as to meum et tuum. All should be in
com.non, without any distinction or means
of distinction,” is it any wonder that his wife
mourned him as “a beloved and precious
man?” Five children were born to them.
Hans, the elder, died young. To him the
wondrous child letter was written. Think
of the redoubtable monk, whose voice of
thunder shook the mightiest temples and
thrones of Europe, who defied the world with
devils o’er, though secking to devour him,
staying to write to his boy of four years old
of the pretty garden with merry children
and hobby horses, and pipes and drums and
golder. frocks and silver saddles. I don't dis-

let him sgudy the Apocalypse. When, beside
the deathbed of the aunt of the family you
hear such words as these, you are very near
the heart of the man: “You will not dic.
you will sleep away as in a cradle, morning
will dawn and you will awake to live fer-
ever.”

Firm in discipline—he kept one of hi.
children from him three days, demanding
an apology—he was the happiest, sunniewt
companion of his little ones. His letter to
Hans a type of the pleasant, playful chat
about God and heaven. Childhood and
motherhood were sweet sacraments of the
temple home, and companionship the accow-
panying worshippers.

No happier home can well be conceived—
friends shared the lLospitality of his table. He
could playfully tease his wife and play with
his children. Unrestrained sympathy, confi-
dence, and peace. Thus he became not only
the Reformer of the church, but also “ the Re-
former ot the domestic life of his nation—a pat-
tern for filial reverence, marriage, the training
of children, as well as for the social family
life—the very blessings of his life on earth,
of which Protestants and Catholics may alike
partake, have sprung from Luther’s mar-
riage.” Nor is it for us Britons to forget
that the reigning house of Hanover is of
Luther’s nation, that a young princess of that
house, wedded to her German cousin, has
developed into the best-beloved sovereign of
earth, whose imperial palace is a home, and
whose domestic virtues have given to the
British Empire a court peerless in its purity
as it is matchless in its glory. It is ne
fancy touch, but a line of God in history.
which connects the truly evangelical home of
the great Reformer with the no less Christian
home that still mourns the loss of Albert the
Good, and rejoices in the continued love of
our queenly Queen Victoria.

THE MINISTRY OF WOMEN.

A REJOINDER.

Inan old village blacksmith shop met the
village theologians, the sturdy smith himself
being the sturdiest of them all. He always

rargued with an iron in the fire and an arm

cuss vhe theology, but the man; yet if any | upon the bellows. So long as he had the best
feel disposed to question Luther’s orthodoxy|of it the fire slumbered and tl.. iron rested.
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He never had “the worst of it” because, when
hard pressed, down went the handle of the
bellows, fiercely roared the flame, and merrily
rang the anvil, till the adversary showed a
vulnerable point, and then the forge became
quiet and the worthy smith pressed his ad-
vantage.

“Ita” says: “Martin Luther found himself
a good deal at variance with the traditionary
practice and practical consensus of the ortho-
dox church;” which is freely granted, ke gave
his reuson for 4t, will “Ita” do the same?
My position simply is, that the onus pro-
bandi rests upon the innovator; that position
“Tta” seems to shrink from, and coolly asks
“Rejoinder” to show that women have not
received the gifts. The merest tyro in logic
knows the afhrmative requires proof, not the
negative. “Ita” claims for women a place
in the Christian Ministry. I simply ask, on
what scriptural ground ? The excellent quot-
ation from Bishop Lightfoot simply accords
to women the diaconate, that I expressly
granted, but asked for proof that, on New
Testament grounds, she had equal right to the
pastorate, in so far as that is the equivalent
of the New Testament bishopric or presby-
terate. On that, “Ita™ has not said a single
word; but has showered, as the cld blacksmith,
sparks around about woman's worth and
power, about witch-burning, Unitarian and
Universalist churches, ete., ete.,

Some of “Ita’s” arguments are at least in-
teresting: e.g., “How many churches of the Con-
gregational order have women in office, and,
if women are not officers of the church to-
day, what does appealing to the New Testa-
ment amount to?” Let me make a parallel
argument. How many of the churches to-day
have purity in their communion, and if
purity of communicn is not characteristic of
the churches to-day, what does appealing to
the New Testament amount to? Kor my own
part, I should be only too glad to see resusci-
tated the ancient diaconate of women if we
could find some substantial agreement as to
what that diaconate implies, and as giadly
admit—so far as any one poor individual can
admit—women to the office of the ministry,
did she seek it, and the statute book of the
Christian Church order or implicitly sanction
it. There is no desire on the part of thought-
ful Christians to keep the wife, mother, or
daughter from any position of privelege or

trust lawfully hers under the Great God who
hath made us all, and I am now sitting at
“Ita’s” feet to learn what some of these
truths are. only we do not want “oratorical
fireworks,” but simple, unadorned exposition
of New Testament principles.

I may be blind, but as yet I fail to see one
single argument given in favour of woman’s
admission to the Christian Ministry, and until
that appears, “Ita” will pardon my refusing
to enter upcn any one of the side issues
raised.

PAPER ON DARWIN'S “ORIGIN OF
SPECIES”

BY J. B. WILLIAMS, JR.

( Co'r:c—l;;led. )

3rd. If we lock at the analogy in the con-
struction of various parts in very diverse con-
ditions, there are many difficulties which this
theory explains.

The hand of a man, formed for grasping;
that of a mole for digging ; the leg of a horse
for running ; the paddle of a porpoise, and the
wing of a bat are all constructed on the same
pattern, and include similar bones in the same
relative position. If they have inherited the
same general construction from a common an-
cestor, and it has been modificd to suit various
conditions of life, it is clear and underscand-
able ; but if not, it is incomprehensible.

We may say, “ Yes, it has so pleased the
Creator to make them;” but still there must
be a reason for the special way adopted. It
is said “that it is a creative plan;” but it
does not make it less a creative plan to find
out how the ylan has been cariied out.

Most birds have three toes in front and one
behind ; but all parrots and some other birds
which spend much time in grasping branches,
have two toes in front and fwo behind; but
the foot looks as if it had originally had three
front toes; but one has somehow been turned
back. If, however, each species of parrot was
independently created, this was not so.

The principal object of pos ~ssing wings is
surely to fly ; but there are some birds, like
the emu, which cannot fly. Their wings are
so small you hardly see them. Their exis-
tence in quite a rudimentary condition is ¢n-
explicable on the theory of independent cre-

'ation ; but, if emus have descended fromsome
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other bird, they teach us a great deal, their
conditions of life not requiring them to use
their wings, they have gradually become use-
less and merely rudimentary.

But, it may be asked, is it possible thai the
complicated and perfect organs that we find
in the higher animals, the eye, for instance,
could have been produced from some simple
form by just having small additions continu-
ally made to it? And why do we not find
every intermediate form; or, if it has been a
gradual progress, why have not ail simple
forms becowne extinet ?

When man has discovered some new prin-
ciple, or the new application of an old prin-
ciple, it is generally found that, though new
to Lim, it. has long ago been applied and made
use of by nature. '

We look upon the wonderful development
of mechanical power, to which the introdue-
tion of the steam engine has given rise, as
something quite without a parallel in history.
But, if Mr. Darwin is right, a somewhat anal-

ogous development has taken place on this,

earth since the first introduction of a living
ereature, but, of course, on an immeasureably
grander scale, and with more perfect and
wonderful results. .

If you look at a modern locomotive, which

|

every poor animal that comes in their way.
Several species and many intermediate forms
have already become cxtinct.

Though many are highly developed and
very complicated, some forms, almost as sim-
ple as the original type, still exist in great
profusion.

We are like the road locomotive, which
does not merely run along rails without any
power to turn to the right hand or to the left;
for, besides the mechamism and steam, and a
person to stop and start it, there is in it an
intelligent and responsible being, who, within
certa.a limits can drive the engine which way
he chooses—has, in fact, a sort of moral free-
dom.

But if it is true—suppose our relationship
to the lower animals was altogether proved—
what would happen ? Are we, as a rule, so
much kinder to our relations that the Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
might at once wind up its affairs 7 or, to the
question—who made you ?—could we only
answer like Topsy,“ 1 'speet I grow’d. Don't
think nobody never made me.”

The truth, or otherwise, of the theory must
eveniually be decided by scientific evidence:
but there are several objections often raised
against it that cause people to feel a dislike

is perhaps the grandest piece of mechanism to entertain or consider the idea of its being

man has ever produced, and then go back to
the first engine, which Stephenson made, and
from which all our engines may be said to have
descended, what a tremendous difference ! Bub
both are arranged on the same general plan,
aund it bas been by making small variations
and additions to almost every engine since
Stephenson’s time that the difference has been
created.

Let us go further back, and look at the first
steam engine Watt made, and remember that
it is from that all our varieties of steam-en-
gine have been developed. What an immense
number of species and genera there are now !
There arve great sea monsters, such as drive
the Atlantic steamers, and the smaller fresh-
water fish which we see sailing on our lakes
and rivers. There is a domesticated variety
that turns a votary brush at the barber’s ; and
others which do not work at all, but, like pet
dogs, are only kept for amusement. Sowe
species, like trees, never move from the _pla.ce
where they are first planted ; other kinds go
rushing about the railways, tearing in pieces

true.

It has been said that (1) it degrades man;
(2) it destroys our faith in the Bible; (3) it
puts away all idea of a personal and superin-
tending God in creation.

If rightly considered, I think, it rather
tends to do exactly the opposite of all three.

Let us look at each objection separately for
a mement.

(1) It degrades man.

People are told that their ancestors were at
one time apes, and they instantly jump to the
conclusion that we then are mothing but a
number of highly developed baboons. Of
course, any gentleman may hold that glorious
idea of himself, if he likes so to do; but,if
somebody discovered that my great-great-
great-great-grandfather had been a thief and
a rascal, do you suppose that I should there-
fore concur in the assertion “that I was no-
thing but a highly developed thief and rascal?”
No, indeed ! If I am an honest man, I am,
in no way, the one or the other. I am the
very opposite thing. And because we have



THE CANADIAN

descended (or more rightly ascended) from a
creature that was not higher than a baboon,
does it follow that man is sti/l nothing but a
highly developed baboon? No, indeed! “A
man’s & man for &’ that.” But you are not
such materialists as to look upon yourselves
as only so much animal organization. Though
we have an animal nature, e are something
higher and nobier, of which our budies are
but the outward clothiug—the material mani-
festation—the temple in which we dwell.

It is no more degrading for this body to
have been formed from something even lower
than an ape, than for us again tc obtain cover-
ing for it, from the sheep, the silkworm, or
the cotton plant.

According to this theory of development,
our bodics have been made by a very slow and
gradual creation ; and it is by an immense
amount of work, extending over vast ages, of
which we can form no conception, that such a
wonderful and perfect structure has been pro-
duced. This, surely, is not a degrading idea !

We are quite willing, sometimes, to speak
of ourselves as “ worms,” and to acknowledge
that we are made of the dust; but when Mr.
Darwin says that we ave wvery very highly
developed worms, and that the dust passed
through a long preparatory process before it
was fitted to become part of our composition,
we pretend to think that he insults us !

(2) It destroys our faith in the Bible.

Tt has been said that Englishmen take their
orthodox ideas of the creation from Milton’s
deceription of it in his “ Paradise Lost.”

If we could read the account in Genesis,
without taking to it any preconceived inter-
pretations or ideas, we should find far less in
it to support the orthodox theory of creation
than we imagine.

I remember, when a child, being much per-
plexed by hearing that the book of Job was
poetry, for I thought, if the Bible is all true,
when we read that Job and his friends did so
id so, it must mean that they used the very
words that are recorded. If they have, how-

ver, been changed to a poetical form, they

re very different words; and how can we

dl t(liuat the right mecaning has been main-

mned ?

This does not perplex me now. The spirit

S more important than the letter, and I bave

tarned that poetry is one of the highest
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forms in which truth can be presented to the
human mind.

Years after, when somewhat older, I heard
an eminent scientific lecturer speak of the first
chapters of Genesis as “ Hebrew mythology,”
and 1 thought it very wrong of him to do so;
and ye*, if mythology he—as is now genecrally
believed—an early way of teaching and tell-
ing things under a symholical form, partly
made necessary by the limited nature of
carly language, then there may be inspired
mythology as well as inspived poetry ; and the
Bible (as some commentators have maintained)
has every form of human literaturc and com-
position represented in its pages.

There have been many efforts to reconcile
the acccount in Genesis with the discoveries |
of modern science, but they have not, on the
whole, been very satisfactory.

< It is surely better,” writes one celebrated divine,
““ to accept the narrative as the writer gives it, regard-
ing it asin its main features true though not in all its
details capable of being scivntifically verified, and using
it for the ends it was evidently designed, to serve as a
grand assertion of the Divine agency in the creation
and arrangement of the physical universe,”

Look at a few verses in this light, and we
can surely learn something from it, without
unjustifiably twisting or turning, either the
facts of Science, or the words of Seripture.

“ In the beginning God created the heaven
and the earth; and the earth was without
form and void.” Yes: He creates, but when
He first begins, it is without much form, and
we see little in it to show what it will event-
ually become.

“And the Spirit of God moved upon the
face of the waters.”

Ves: these things have no power by them-
selves to improve; it is only as His Spirit
moves upon them that they can grow and de-
velope into something higher.

Then we read that for six days the com-
mands go forth, which will perfect and com-
plete what has been begun.

Days! yes: because His works appear in
regular and orderly succession—not by sudden
impulses and starts, but, as day slowly melts
away into night, and darkness again grad-
ually breaks into brightness; so species have
been born and flourished, given birth to new
varieties, and then slowly died away; and
other species have arisen and gradually taken
their places—coal forests have grown up,

spread far and wide, and then slowly sunk



358

THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

away into the black darkness of night, and
have been succeeded by more beautiful and
delicate forms.

Continents have gradually arisen; stood
long under the burning sunshine, and then
sunk away into the dark and silent depths of
Ocean.

Days! yes: He does these things not only
on the first days of the world’s history—He
does them every day. Each morning he com-
mands the sun to shine. Every day he bids
the earth to bring forth grass, and herbs and

trees. Day by day He is creating new forms
of life. The earth is continually obeying His

comnand, and bringing forth “ Beasts and all
cattle, erecping things and flying fowl.”

Every day He creates men, and every day
He is forming us of the dust of the ground,
iut}d breathing into our nostrils the breath of
ife.

And yet we have imagined that, if the
theory of evolution be established, the veracity
of the Bible would be destroyed, and we had
better give up all faith.in the truths it teaches
us; but every new discovery, almost, has
been regarded in this way at first.

Believe, it was said in the standing still of
the sun, and how ca: you bave faitl: in a book
which speaks of his rising and sctting.

Believe that the earth has been in existence
for vast ages before man appeared—then a
boek must be untrue, which says it was only
six days.

There are some who write and speak of the
Bible truth as if ithad oner beenas a great rock,
standing firm and sure—but 7o it is sink-
ing; and, as it slowly disappears beneath the
waves of an arrogant philosophy. it is being
covered with a thick deposit of the dark-black
mud of Materialism. )

Rather might it be compared to a great
rock slowly rising—out in mid-ocean. Seeds
are floated to it over the surface of the
water.
take refuge on it.

It rises higher and higher, and its vegeta-
tion becomes more rich and luxuriant. But
sometimes a dreadful hurricane sweeps.across

1it. Waves dash against it; thenrecoiling, rise |

up from the wajers, and send their foam over

Birds and insects, blown out to sea,
1

is still rising ; if some trees have been over
turned, they were only those whose roois lay
near the surface, and were not planted firmly
on the rock.

The only permanent effect of the hurricane
has been to wash away the yubbish that had
accumulated along the tide-line; to compel
some new bird to scek shelter on the island:
or, to earry to its shore the seed of some new
plant that will help still more to beautify and
adorn it

* God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform.

He plants His footsteps on the sea,
Anad rides upon the storm.

“ Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take,
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with merey, and shall break
Tn blessings on your head.

« Blind unbelief is sure to err
Aund scan His work in vain ;

Goa is His own interpreter,
And He will make it plain.”

(3) It removes all idea of a personal and
superintending God. .

If the sudden and separate creation of each
species were the only way in which a Gol
could work, it certainly would do—and nearly
evervthing on this theory has happened by
what we sometimes call chance and accident:
just as passing events, taken singly, seem to
do now. But we do not Lelieve that things
around us now are all determined by mwere
chance and acciuent. ’

Though, in the past struggles for existence,
in which ever varying forms of life bave heen
engaged, we cannot say why one form hes
died, while another has survived. Ought we
not to helieve that it was determined by an
almighty, though invisible, Power ?

If the fall of every sparrow is now noticed.
why, of course, in past ages, it has been the
ysame with cvery Trilobite, Megatherinm or
‘Ichthyosavcus that has ever lived and died.
At first sight this theory seems, fo some ex-
1 tent, to destroy what is called “ The Argument
lfrom Design,” but it does not really do so.
{for it only explains how certain designs have
‘been cariind out.  The fact of there being, o
not beiny, 2 Designer of the work will il
rest upon the same arguments that it did be-

i
V

its highest clifis. Trees and plants are torn|fyye

up, and it seems as if the whole island would |

be destroyed; but wait till the morning.

To take an illustration from man’s work

lwill perhaps show more clesrly what 1 mean
The rock has not been at all affected. It}

A splendid monument has been erected t
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Prince Albert in Hyde Park. The statue is
placed on the suumit of an enormous plat
form, at the corners of which are collossal
groups of tigures and animals representing the
four guarters ot the globe. Higher up are
more figures carved in high relief around the
hase of the statue,

Over the figure of the Prince a gorgeous
canopy of metal has been evected, beautifully

worked, and inlaid with costly stones; and;
every available niche, and space, is filled with !

statues, and picturesin Mosaie work, illustrat-
ing the chief events in the Prinee’s life.

This monument did not accidentally come
together.  Before a single turf was removed

from the site, or one stene of the foundation |

laid, Sir Gilbers Scott, the architeet, had de-
signed and planned it ali, and it was erected
under his immediate superintendance and con-
trol.

If you had visited the workmen, who pre-
pared the materials—those who quarried the
stones, and those who dug and smelted the
metal—and asked them why they were work-
ing at those hard and laborious tasks, would
they not have answered, that they did it in
order to obtain a living ¢ Not knowing, very
likely, for what object their work was being
employed.

1f you asked the men who carved the stones,
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?the skill and wisdom of past ages. As we
tlook at the monument we are filled with ud-
imiration of the skill and wisdom of the
rarchitect who designed and executed it.

i And so0, man has been formed in this world,
“but when we see it, our minds are filled with
Swonder at the marvellous skill and wisdom of
the God who made him and surrounded him
~with the gloriens work of an Almighty Hand.
! This plan of gradual development is not
“how we thought the Almighty worked; it is
Inot the way we might have adopted, if
‘we had tried to make a world: but is that
tany argument against it—rather it is in its
favour. “For wmy thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways iy ways,
saith the Lord.”

You vemember when Elijah wasat Mount
Horeb, he heard the voice of the Lord not, as
he perhaps would have expected, in the rush-
ing of the whirlwind, in the noise of the earth-
quake, in the lightning and thunder, but in
the still small voice; and perhaps, it may be
now, that His hand will be seen most clearly,
not in the instantaneous creation and sudden
destruction of whole worlds of life, but in
Jong and patient work, in the silent and
gradual forming and moulding of the things
!Which He hath made. And if Mr. Darwin 1s

H
L

and who wrought the metal canopy, would right we should stiil be able to answer to the
vou mnot find that the main cause of their|question, “ Who made you ?"—with a higher,
working at these things was the necessity of . because with a more intelligent meaning—
strugghing for a livelihsod 2 And if you went; “ The great God, who made the heaven and
astep further, and visited the seulptors who carth.”
executed the marble groups, and the ariists’ The Jews looked into the Scriptures, and
who designed the Mosnic pictures—though thought they found in them promises of a
these men would know for what a glorious ! Messiah, attended by all the visible splendours
structure they were working, and would be to of an earthly king; and when he came with-
some extent free to employ their own ideas, out it, they said that could not be a divine
vet, would it not be true, to a large extent, manifestation.
that they also were working in order to gain! We, perhaps, have been searching in the
their daily bread ¢ Book of Nature, expecting that the Creator’s

Would it, therefore, be right to say, that hand would appear in a startling and impres-
there was no special design in the Albert sive manner that would at once convinee the
memorial, for it was the result of a general most increduous that the workinanship was
trugele for human existence ? divine.

Oh, no! a splendid memorial has been  But the more we have looked, the further
erected to the Prince.  Though bis statue was off it has appeared to be.
e of the last things placed upon it, it was: Perhaps He would again remind us that the
the chief thing. ‘things which arc despised are the mightiest,

Above it are figures of angels and Christian a and by means—we thought, so ordinary and
Virtues ; around it are marble groups of men | common, that they must be powerless—He
ad animals: below it are representatives of ihas brought about the most wonderful results.
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Then modern Science but repeats to us a
truth of Christianity, and both reveal to us
the same attributes of the Deity.

Some of the men who have been chosen to
teach us this truth, we have looked upon as
little better than hecthen—we have called
them infidels and atheists. They may not be |
all very well learned in the Seriptures, and,!
perhaps, like the Galilean fishermen, neither:
we, nor they, as yet, fully know the great-:
ness of the truths they have taught us. i

What if they have discovered the physical®
basis of physical being ! i

What if they have banished out of nature:
all that we thought necessary to prove the
presence of a Creator ?

Is it not that we may learn thatits greatest
proofs are not in some far-off’ and mysterious
event, but in the things which we can daily
see and feel around us——in the slight variation
and gradual development of every young
creature that comes into being.

In the quiet murmur of every little stream
that trickles down the mountain side, in the
gentle warmth of every sunbeam that pene-
trates the darkness of the primceval forest—
these are the tremendous powers of nature.

Why, alittle child could 1ok on them with-
out fear and trembling! Agye; and it is often
to little children that they are most attrac-
tive. They love to play with young animals,
and are over-joyed to obtain a nest of hungry
little sparrows. They will spend a whole
holiday in blocking up the pathway of a
stream and watching it foree its way over the
turf and stones they have placed in its course.
They are happy even in school-time, if, pro-
vided with something bright and shining,
they can make for themselves a sunbeam, and
watch it dancing npon the wall.

But we are too wise and big to care for
such things; nevertheless, it is by these He
hath done great things; they are some of His
mightiest servants.

Perhaps it is by becoming as little children
that we best learn, not only of God’s spiri-
tual, but also of His material kingdom.

And if it be a good thing to teach men to
recognize the presence of a Deity around

them ; it may be that we shall best do so— |

not only if we read to them the first chapter
of Genesis—Dbut also show them its present

theories, which we find in Sir Charles Lyell's
“ Principles of Geology,” and in Mr. Darwin’s
“ Origin of Species.”

THE END.

A FRIENDLY LETTER ADDRESSED TO
MERCHANTS.

My Dear Friexp,—There is great truth in the
as-ertion that we are ““a nation of shopkeepers.”
Loudon especialiy is a city of merchants. We are not
ashamed of it.  Commerce is a blessing te mankind,
and our British merchants are among the most hon-
ourable, industrious, and charitable men in all the
world.

But you liave dangers peculiar to your calling, as
every class has. Will you forgive a friendly voice
which, for the love of Christ vur Saviour, speaks of
three verses of Holy Scripture, which should not be
forgotten by you /

1.—“ A false balance is abomination to the Lord,
but a_just weight is His delight.” (Proverbs xi. 1.)
On this verse I will not remark much. I would rather
God's Word should speak than that T should seem to
bring an offensive imputation. I would not accuse,
but only warn. Itis no secret that thereare trichs in
trade ; nor that many things which are dishonest are
done because every one does them. Dloreover, if it
were not too painful to remember, names would soun
occur of men cnce highly respected who fell most
deeply under the temptation to be quickly rich by
means which wueuld not bear the daylight. 1t is hard,
no doubt, to zo against the stream. In the tremen-
dous race fcr a living now-a-days, short bye-pails
must be very inviting. But, if yeu stand fast in
Christ's strength, yeu will have an approving con.
science and the blessing of the Lord, which maketh
truly rich. May He Help you !

IL.—¢¢ And man's life consisteth not in the abund
ance of the things which he possesseth.” (St. Luke
xii. 13.) No! Abundance does not make life. The
millionaire may be dead while he liveth. This verse
was spoken in connection with the parable of the rich
fool, who laid up treasure for himself and was nwi
rich toward God. If we have not a good hope fur
the life which is to come through Christ, we shall be
like Dives—have our good things (suck as they are
in this life. Our Saviour entreats you to lay uy
treasure in heaven, where neither moth nor rust cor-
rupt, and where thieves do not break through and
steal.  Perhaps in a great commercial nation like ours

'therc are as many hearers ¢‘ among thorns ™ as «f any

of the four classes. The Word of God often bring
no fruit to perfection because men are so engrosse:
and absorbed in the riches. cares, and pleasures «f

truth and reality by teaching them the

this life. The dregs only of thought and time and
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strength are left for it. May I suggest three remedies
for this dangerous state of things! (1) Liberal giv-
ing. We cannot cherish the false idea that money is
our life, if we do holy vivlence to it by impariing to
those who have not. The only ¢ bags which wax not
old 7 are the pockets of the poor.  What a wonderful
character is that at which we should aim ! *“ ready to
distribute, glad to communicate !’ (2) Resolute ob-
servance of your habits of devotion and of the Lord’s
day. What an unspeakably sad state of things is it
when the Lord’s day is an interruption to business '
Never may you come to that ! Steadfastly guard the
holy hours from the intrusion of business in any
shape—deed, talk or thought. And on week-days
form your plans of devotion, and keep to them. Then
all your day will be sanctitied by the Word of God and
prayer.  (3) Think often of the end. If you live the
longest life of prosperity, yet it will end.  And then /
Often ask yourself that.  Please God it will lead you
to ask of Him, through His dear Son, a treasure in
the heavens that faileth not.  In these days we hurry
onso fast that we persuade ourselves we have no time
to think. But if we have no time to think, there is
something wreng. (fod meant none of us to live such a
life as that.

IIT.—** He that is ‘aithful in that which is least, is
faithful also in much.” (St. Luke xvi. 10.) True, the
Lord calls riches ¢‘that which is least :” bur He
plainly teaches that they bring responsibility though
they be ‘“least.”” Indeed, they bring it (1) for all
who are below us in the social seale. They give posi-
tion, and we are answerable for a faithful use of that.
If ample means are yours, my dear friend, you cannot
fail to influence for good or ill. But riches bring re-
sponsibility, especially (2) for those in our employ.
A Christian man ought never to think his responsi-
bility ends with giving a fair wage for a fair work. My
neighbour, the Saviour taught, is every one with
whom I am brought in contact ; T owe him the debt
of Christian love. Some regard for the sculs of your
employed you should surely show. And if they sleep
under your roof, they are your housechold. Forgive
my saying that a religious man should be in charge at
the head, and careful provision made for quiet Sun-
days and attendance at a place of worship ; that good

v
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refuse to recognize them. Christ laid it on His Church
to preach the (ospel to every creature. We ourselves
should not have heard it but for the obedience ren-
dered by others to the command. If His command,
if the blessings of ithe Gospel are anything to us, how
can we be indifferent to the increase of His kingdom,
and leave all efiort in that direction to others? Yet
how many wealthy Christians think it quite enough if
they are what is called ** charitable,” and give nothing
toward evangelizing either the ignorant at home or
the heathen abroad/ It is so easy to sneer at the
workers among the heathen, as though they sought
their own advantage in some way by engaging in the
work : and so easy to harp on ‘*charity begins at

home.”  But the command puts the matter in a nut-
shell.  Pray, then, do consider whether you should not

at once devote some of your income to that glorious end
—the spread of the Gospel ; and, if you have begun
doing so, whether the proportion you give is the right
proportion.  The proportion should increase as riches
increase. God measures our gifts not by what we
give, but by what is left after giving. Too many
rich offer what cost them nothing. God will abun-
dantly reward the sacritices of love. He will give the
true riches, and they shall be our own.

Forgive the plain-speaking of one who desires to be

only Your sincere friend,
V. M S

WINNIFRED ROY.

A. S:KES, TORONTO.

CHAPTER VII.

. ¢« And she bath lerned her ear
In many a secret place

Where rivulets dance their wayward round

And beauty Lorn of murmuring sound
Hath passed into her face.”

BY EMILY

Knowmg the danger that awaiied them, should the
horses continue their upward course, aud the certainty
of death if they plunged over the side embankment,
Harold, with wonderful presence of mind, had taken
advantage of a momentary pause in their mad career

'to throw himself, with Winnifred in his arms, on to

the roadside. Poor Winnifred had fainted some
minutes before, from the shock occastoned by the

libraries are most helpful ; that young men’s Chris- ;cr'zshinrr in of the dashboard, and nearly half an hour
tian socicties should be encouraged ; and that it has ehpscd ere she regained consciousness.

been found possible to have family prayers in su\h
houses.
ment seat of Christ, let us not have to feel that they

When we meet our employed at the judg-! swht and mind,

The vivid realization of the scene, coming slowly to
was never obliterated from her

memory. Harold's face, white and stern with pain

were never anything {o usbut thuse by whose services | (for in striving to save his companion from injury he

in part we made our money.
brmg responsibility (3; for the kingdowm of God.

And, once more, riches had broken bis arm), bent anxiously over her ; far
He | overhead dark, ominous clouds betokened a near ap-

is not a well-instrucied Christian who does not recog- | proaching storm ; above the grim rocks and rugged

nize this. And he is surely not a Christian who, |
when the claims of that kingdom are put before him,

ridges a long line of intense crimson defined the
sumach grove that had tempted them out of their
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known latitude ; bleak and bare tiie road stretched
through tortuous, broken hills, its borders enlivened
by pale-purple road-daisies or yellow burdock blos-
soms ; cluse by a litile streamlet trickled softly past,
with dull, monotonous sound ; the silence around had
become oppressive, even the locusts had ceased their
chirping ; but soon a faint reverberation told of dis-
tant thunder.

Harold grew very uncasy as a flash of lightning
played through the heavily masscd clouds.

““ Where are the horses!” cried Winnifred, ris-
ing bewilderedly to her feet as memory returned.
¢ Mrs. Burnside will be terr/fied if thev reach home
without us.”

“Do sit down, Miss Roy. Thank God we are
safe so far, but you must recover a little before we try
the heights,” and Harold gently compelled the ex-
cited girl to remain quiet.

‘““Ah! I thought Prince and Ruby would alarm
some one=! "

‘“Hello there! Are you all alive!” shouted a
shrill voice, and a powerfully built, bareheaded
woman appeared on the brow of the hill, waving her
hands energetically to some one in the distance.

‘¢ Come on Pete, 1 sce them ; they're all right.”

““Your horses kind of gave me and my man a
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time to thank her most heartily for her kindness,
and bid her farewell, he drove rapidly away.

They fortunately arrived at Glen Allen before the
rain came (which fell in torrents, keeping Pete a
willing prisoner in the doctor’s comfortable kitchen;
and Harold’s arm was promptly attended to—a com-
pound fracture, requiring all Dr. Burnside’s skill to put
right and his wife’s most loving care to assuage the
pain and fever that eusued. Dr. Burnside's anxiety
concerning his patient became positive alarm, when
the fever, instead of subsiding in a day or two, raged
more and more fiercely, exhausting the strength and
imperilling the life so dear to himself and Mrs. Burn-
side. And when the crisis was at last passed and the
strong man lay weak as a child, but out of danger,
there was great rejoicing in the hearts of the many
friends Harold had won while in Canada.

Mr. Leitz postponed his return to Germany in-
definitely, devoting himself to his friend, reading,
talking, or, as Harold grew stronger, singing with a
wonderfully sweet melodious voice snatches of old col-
lege songs and dreamy German airs.

¢ Winnifred has a delightful voice for those beauti-
ful songs ; it is so clear, flexible and sweet,” said Mrs.
Burnside one evening that Mrs. Holt and Winnifred.
having driven over to enquire for Harold, had re-

scare,” she said, reaching them with a few hasty : mained for an hour or two, and Mr. Leitz had per-

strides.
Peter he says, ‘ You go straighi on ; I'll look after the
carmage,” and sure enough he’s got «t.”

To Harold's great relief, for he was growing faint
with almost intolerable agony, they saw a man lead-
ing the trembling animals along the road above.

‘¢ Are you hurt, Mr. L’Estrange ! ” said Winnifred,
noticing his arm hang helplessly beside him. “Oh!

I am afraid you are,” and with all the womanly ten-!

derness of her nature thoroughly stirred, as the
woman exclaimed : ““ I should think so, why hisarm’s
broke,” she forgot her nervous terrors and strove
earnestly to render all the assistance she could to their
timely friend, who, with rough kindliness, soon
slipped off Harold's coat sleeve and dexterously ar-
ranged the wounded member, so as to make the pain
much more endurable.

“Now we'll get up the hill first and you'd best
come to our house. Pete'll go fr a doctor. Here,”
turning to Winnifred, ‘‘ You ain't it w walk; I'll
help you up.”

Harold, declining his new friend’s invitation to have
his arm set at their house, was, nevertheless, glad to
accept her husband’s kind otffer to drive them back
by a shorter route to Glen Allen.

‘¢ T reckon you'd best go home, Jennie,” said the
big, grey-bearded man to his wife. ** We won't get
that barley in to-day ; there's a tremendons storm
coming up,” and scarcely giving Winnifred or Harold

“You see we thought 'twas the doctor, so

suaded the reluctant Winnifred to sing with him.
‘I am only now discovering her accomplishments :
she plays, too, with remarkable taste.”

“Yes ;" replied Mrs. Holt, ‘“ we were most fortu-
nate in getting Miss Roy for the children. Even Will
thinks no one can equal Miss Ruy, except yourself,”
she added with a smile as she rose to take leave.

Mrs. Burnside was not in any sense of the word a
match-maker, but from the time her brother came she
had desired, and unselfishly, that Winnifred should
be his wife, knowing that, although much older
than Winnifred, Harold possessed every qualification
necessary for the perfect happiness of the girl for
whom she herself entertained such true affection, and
having learned during his hours of delirium what life
held dearest to him.

And Winnifred—a few passionate words, uttered in
an unguarded moment ; a glance from Harold's dark
eyes, eloquent of feeling, stirred to the very depths
of a loyal heart, by a thought of the danger she had
incurred on the day of the accident—had revealed
what she had been utterly unconscious of—Harolds
great love for her.

Winnifred had, perhaps, like all girls, sometimes
dreamed of an impossible hero, who should one day
appear on the scene of her ideal life ; in whom she
would find realized every noble and kingly, as well as
manly, attribute. A knight, indeed, of the golden
age of the past—perchance of a future age—but for
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many months her thoughts had been monopolized to
the exclusion of self by an all-absorbing interest in
her every day duties. Can we wonder that to a girl
like Winnifred Roy the revelation of Harold’s attach

ment came. at first, almost with sense of pain and
wonder that a man of his attainments and cuiture

could hope to realize «ll he needed and desired in her
simple nature? In Winnifred's humility she litte
guessed how rare a charm that sweet sincerity and

gentle guilelessness had proved to one who had lived.

so long in a world of friction with “ men of many
minds.”  °

But to Winnifred, too, there gradually unfolded a
dim consciousness of what such love would mean to
her ; scircely allowing the thought to dwell for a
moment in her heart, but soon discovering how
much of her joyance sprang from the strange, new cx-
perience pervading her life since she had learned
Harold's secret ; and when a few weceks later, holding
her trembling hands tightly in his, he said, with a
trewour in the rich, deep voice : ¢ Miss Roy—Winni-
fred, can you learn to care for me!” Winnifred's
whole heart had responded inthe timid, quiet  Yes,”
given as she strove to release her hands and hide her
blushing face.

CHAPTER VIIL

< All precious things discovered late,
To those who seek them issue forth,
Tor love in sequel works with fate,
And draws the veil from hidden worth.”

“ Well, Frances, what do you think of the outlook
now !”  Dr, Burnside glanced with half-amused in-
terest at his wife’s expression of mingled bewilder-
ment and dismay.

“Oh, Kenneth ! did you know ¢ Could any one
have imagined such athing ?”’ and Mrs. Burnside took
up the letter dropped in her surprise—a letter from
Arthur Leriz, who had gone to New York for a few
days.

“Why did he not tell us before leaving ¢ Faith of
all people ! 1 thought Arthur had been too much at-
tached to the cousin who died ever to think of mar-
rying.

“Den’t you remember what Campbell, is it not,
says, Frances?

<“¢Bind the sea to slumber stilly,
Bind its odour to the lily,
Bind the aspen ne'er to quiver,
7 hen bind love to last forever.’

“But I thought both Faith and Arthur were your
especial favourites, and that you would be delighted to
hear of their engagement!”

“ Faith is one of the finest girls I ever knew and
Arthur one of the noblest men.  But what will peor

Mrs. Thornton think, Kenneth ? Arthur says Faith

#ill go back to Rosenthal with him. If he were
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- settling here, or at least in the city as Harold neans
' to do, it would not seem so dreadful.”

1 ¢ Here is Faith now to solve the mystery,” said the
doctor, leaving the room as he spoke.

“ Ah, Faith!"™ Mrs. Burnside held the blushing
girl by both hands, then folded her in a warm em-
sbrace. ¢ Why didn’t you tell me, dear!”

i Faith's fair, clear face tlushed softly as she an-
i swered :

1 did not know, dear Mrs. Burnside, until a few
~days ago.”

“ And if Arthur had gone and said nothing ! Mrs.
' Burnside's guestioning gaze met Faith’s frank eyes
Just then dimmed with sudden tears, and kissing her
again, she sald: ** L am very, very glad.”

{ And su it had come to pass. Faith and Winnifred
] were both to be married before Christmas. Faith
“leaving mother, brother, and life-long friends to pledge
 her faith to the friend of less than a year, knowing
“that God had granted her His best gift —a husband in
{whom her heart could safely trust.

{ And if Arthur Lertz wondered at the deep spring of
: joy in his heart, he felt that it was no treasoun to the
~dead. DMarguerite’s was a sainted memory ; Faith’s
living presence, the fulfilment of what her life would
have been to him. And they were both too truly
happy to allow a thought of alloy.

And our Winnifred! To few, in this busy world,
haunted by its ever recurring cases and anxieties, is
such happiness vouchsafed as was to the happy hour-
old bride who stood ‘‘lovely as a picture ” in the old
parlour at home, surrounded by loving friends, who
had given Harold a glad welcome as son and brother.
If Egbert Thornton felt a sharp realizaticn of loss and

! pain as he lovked upon that bright, gentle face and

. thought of the hopes he had vainly cherished, he was

none the worse man for having loved a good, true
:woman. And though Winnifred never knew that
more than a passing remembrance "of her had ever
dwelt in his brave, manly heart she was a better
woman for having won a good man’s life-long friend-
ship.  We dare not linge: on the wedding glories—so
.dear to little Garnet, who sadly mourned ‘‘that it
“would be so luong before anybody else could be mar-
‘ried,” but comforted himself with the reflection that
“he would ““‘have Winnifred all to himself now that
“she had come to live near them.” Nor shall we dwell
on Mr. and Mrs. Burnside's pleasure, the leneliness
at the Elms. nor even on old Jeannie's delight, who
was perfectly satisfied with her darling’s choice.

As Winnifred drew aside the curtains, on the night
of her wedding, and watched the moonlight breaking
through fretted, troublous clouds, turning spire and
turret to gleaming silver, touching the far-off, snow-
fringed pines with magic beauty, lighting alike the
, broad sheets and dim-dark alleys, resting lovingly on
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the silent church-yard, and bathing the world around | scarcely a valley into which more of a rumour has
with mystic loveliness, & prayer of thanksgiving rose not penetrated than ever went to the ears of the
to the *‘ Great Father of Light,” who had so richly | Queen of Sheba. DMoreover, those heathen have had
blessed her ; and in her heart a solemn vow was made 'it for ages. The gospel wag preached in India in the
that her life's endeavour should be to shed, if ever so!days of the apostles. The fame thereof went to
faint, a reflected light from her Master’s face on dark- ' China. ‘Their line went forth into all the earth.
ened paths wherever she might find them. And now | But, according to your view, the heathen have not

* Sweet summer friends, farewell, had a fair chance ; neither did Nineveh have ; neither
qﬁﬁ?iﬁfﬂét Z:; Hewtgfen' did Sodom. huve;.neither di'd the qld world hzrn'e.
In the lons hour of deatls, Clrist once forsaken, You‘ are st issue with the plain tearhing f)f the Word
Torsake #s not.” of God. You see that your whole syllogism depends
FINIS. for its force upon a definition of what constitutes a

fair probation.
SAW-MILL CRITICISM. “But I see other difficulties in your scheme. If
— there be a probation for the heathen after deatk, it
* PROBATION AFTER DEATH.” must be a probation of Works or of Faith. But it

cannot be of Works, for that is declared now to be
impossible. We cannot expect a probation there
which God repudiates here, and the Holy Spirit de-
clares impossible. Nor do I see how it can be of
Faith, for there is no roomz for faith in testimony over
there. Men will then see and know for themselves
that there is another life. They will know that there
is a state of rewards and punishments. But that
won’t be taking things on the Word of Christ; there-
fore, there is no faith about it. 'What is of sight is
not of faith. If there ke a probation, it must be
something entirely different from anything we krow
of here. 'We are in great darkness about it. You
who teach it ought to be able to tell us something
about it—where it will be and when it will be, and
how long it will last; what its conditions will be, and
whether there will ever be a third probation or a

Last night, after the usual gossip of the evening
was over, that unfinished dispute between Manly and
the Deacon about & *‘probation afier death™ was re-
sumed.

“Yes there is the syllogism. Every man must
have at least one probation. If he does not have it
in this life, he must have it in the next. So you af-
firm, and you think your syllogism is sound. But to
me it seems otherwise. It has a weakness in the
back-bone. You say, every man musé have a proba-
tion, Well; T don’t like the word must in speaking
of what God does. But we will leave that. TYou
imply that all men do not have a fair probation here.
You interpose your own opinion as to what consti-
tues & fair probation. You make rulings for the
Judge of all the eartb. You expound the law for
Him. But your ruling may not be accepted by the - .
court. You are not supreme judge of what is neces-  fourth probation for some who have not had a fa~
sary to constitue a procedure right or wrong. chance under the first and second.

“Let us take some examples. The old world had| “Ob,” you say, ‘we don’t know anything about
a probation, and yet that probation included but one | | these things.’ Ah—well—no doubt tkat’s true. I
preacher for & whole world full of people. They were | rdon’t profess to know; nor am I teaching anything
condemned. There were Sodom and Gomorrah. ltha.t impiies I ought to know. But you are so teach-
Their probation included but one preacher, Lot, for : ing. 1t is harcly proper for a tencher to put forward
fix ities of the plain. They were condunned ! his ignorance as a large part of bis qualifications for
The ¢ was Nineveh. It had but one preacher, Jonah, |ﬁ11mrr a teacher’s chair. Here we are: I am confess-
who went there on a flying visit, as Moody andum" my ignorance and you are telling your know-
b&nkey go about. They listened and were pardoned Ied"e—lt turns out that they amount to exactly the
There was the Queen of Sheba. Her probation in- same thing.
cluded, at first, but & rumour that came to her in; “If we come now to a practical question, let us
what was then the ends of the earth. She was ex- |seeck to do our duty in our day and generation. The
pected to act upon & rumour. She did act and was . future of the heathen is something terrible, but the
commended for it. Rahab acted on a rumour and |‘Judge of all the earth will do right.” On that let
was justified by it. lus rest. Our responsibilities are weighty. et us

“All these cases ars specially cited in the New |meet them with all our might and main. Let us
Testament. You learn from them what is the divine | not forget that Christ rebuked an ill-timed curijosity
idea of a probation. Surely the old world and:as to whether there be few or many saved. Peter's
Sodom are to be regarded as having had a fair chance, | first attempt in eschatology was an impertinence:
Take now the heathen nations to-day—the enormous | ¢ Master, and what shall this man do 2" Christ re
masces of China and Indis and Japan. There is |plied to him:  What is that to thee? Follow thou
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we.” We are concerned {o know what shall become

of this man and that man in the next world. ‘What
is that to thee ? Go thou and preach the gospel.’

‘¢ There was no one in heaven nor in earth found
worthy to open the seven seals of God's futurity, or
even to look on the Book. Ouly the Tamb that was
slein was found able to do it. He broke the seals:
He unrolled the scroll.  There is no glimmer of an-
other probation. A last sentence that followed the
broken seals is, ¢ Behold I come quickiy, and my re-
ward is with me, to render {0 EACH MAN according as
his work is.” Beyond that sentence I know nothing.

“ What God will do or what Christ will do in the
unrevealed eternity that lies beycnd that ‘great day
of God Almighty," I do not know. You do not know.
Newman Smyth does not know."—National Baptist.

THE WITHERED FLAHR.

! A YORKSHIRE FOEM.

A withered, faded, scentless flahr,
Wi’ leaves all brahn wi’ age,

It ligs a creased an’ crumpled thing
Between mi' Bible’s page ;

Tho’ war mur worthless it may seem,
An’ chaz whot folks may say,

A king’s awn ransom couldn’t buy
That little flabr to-2ay,

‘T'wor geen to me, some years sin nah,
Bi one ’ats long been dead ;
But t’ fiahr is still the same to me,
Altho’ its beauty’s fled ;
An’ tlittle hand “at plucki it then,
Wi’ such s childish glee,
Nshrests i’ t' grave 'neath flahrs like theas,
Beneyth yoa villa tree.

Hay dear! Hay dear! mi poar owd heart

Still warks ower that consarn ;
* An’ tho’ he’s bin for years i’ heaven,

Aw feel he's still mi barn ;

An’ oft i’ dreams be visits ma—
Aw see his angel face—

But when aw wakken up aw finnd
Mi hoam' & lonesome place.

Aw keep his little cap an’ shoin,
Aw keep his checkkar frock,

Ab’ tslip he allus used ta wear,
An’ t'chair he usced ta rock;

Aw keeps his taws, hiz top, and ball,
His horse, wi’ but one e'e;

But t'flabr he pluckt afoar he deed
Is t* dearest thing ta me.

Mi bonnie barn, mi only barn
Has goan to Heaven aboon,
An’ neet an’ day aw hear him say,
«“ Come, mother dear, come soon.”
An’ gon aw will: mi deathbed days
Sal be mi happiest hahrs ;
An’ when awm deead, place on mi breast
This bunch o’ faded flahrs,

—Victorian Independent.
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I2ews of the lhurches.

Conovra.~—The church building here has boen im-
proved by making an addition to the sides, and rais-
ing the roof. The appearance outside is not greatly
altered, inside, the change is most complete. The
old roof has been retained, aud supported by three
arches on each side, terminating in pillars. The floor
slopes gradually downward from the door tc the plat-
form. 'The seats are arranged in semi-circular form,
are made of white ash, tipped with black walnut, fin-
ished in the natural wood, cushioned in crimson rep,
with a book-rack of black walnut. The wainscot-
ing on the sides is of white ash. The entire church
is carpeted, the platform has been enlarged, &n alcove
let in behind it, and in this are a sofa and two chairs.
The reading desk is of white ash. Just over it, inside
the alcove, is the motto : “One is your Master even
Christ, and all ye are brethren.” The reading desk
and platform are lighted by a pretty bracket, on each
side. The choir have a platform in the south-west
icorner. ‘The church is heated by furnaces below, and
! altogether is one of the prettiest, and most comfort-
! The Cougregational Church was es-

; able in {own.
‘tablished in this town by the Colonial Missionary
{ Society, about the year 1885. After service had been
+held for several mionths in a school-house, a church
i was erected and opened in 1836, ander the pastoral
!charge of the late Rev. William Hagden. The open-
i ing services were performed by the now venerable
,Rev. Dr. Wilkes, who rode from Toronto on horse-
| back for the purpose. After the establishment of the
cause in the manner described, the church continued to
grow, having as its successive pastors a considerable
number of able and devoted men. Some ten yearsago
the building was found too small for the congregation ;
and the late edifice was erected. This, under the
ministrations of the present pastor, Rev. Hugh Ped-
ley, B.A., at length became quite too smeall for the
increasing congregation; und a year agc it was deter-
mined to make a new efiort in church extension. The
i result is the beauntiful chureh which was re-dedicated
{ last Sunday, and which has cost the friends scme
$4.000. e congratulate the pastor and members on
the facts now chronicled ; and we hope, before many
years, to announce that they tind themselves obliged
io enlarge again. On Sunday, Nov. 8th, the re-
opening service was beld, in the morning by the
pastor, the Rev. Hugh Pedley, B.A., calling upon
the assemblage to join in the doxology. After a
short prayer by the pastor, that grand old hymn,
‘Great God attend while Zion sings.”

selected partly for its own worth and appropriaieness;
and also as being a special favourite with & former
pastor, the late Rev. Charles Pedlsy, was sung. The
dedicatory prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. Jackson,
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Kingston. The sermon was preached by Rev. Dr.
Stevenson, of Montreal, who, before commencing his
sermon, delivered a kindly greefing to the pastor and
to his people from Rev. Dr. Wilkeg, who nearly fifty
years ago rode down frcin Toronto on horse-back to
open this building, now enlarged for the sccona time,
its first pastor, Rev. William Iayden, beiny still held
in loving remembrance by many hearts in the con-
gregation of to-day. Dr. Stevenson took for Lis
subject, ““The everlasting covenant,” asitis spoken of
in 2 Samuel, xiii. 5. At the close of the service, the
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was observed. DTrof.
Rayner, of Victoria University, assisted. A large num-
ber of fricnds frorn the adjoining congregation at Cold-
springs and the varions churches in town were present.
In the afternoon the chuich was again filled. The
sermon was preached by Rev. Dr. Jackson, who
took for his text, John xii:82. His subject was,
*'The Uplifting of Christ.” The evening sermon was
preached by Rev. Dr. Stevenson, based upon the
miracle of the loaves and fishes, the text being, Matt.
siv. 17-18. The re-opening services were brought to
a close by & very sucecesstul social on the following
Tuesday evening.

Froue Congregational church, situated in a rural
district, will never be much stronger than it has
Leen. The young people, for the most part, remove
«way, as must be the case in all places similarly situ-
ated. The church is interesting chiefly as one of the
oldest organizations of the denomination in Ontario.
First organized in 1819. (Sec CANADIAN INDEPEND-
ENT, vol. 14, No. 4, page 161) The division into two
bands by the organization of Shedden church bas
made Frome ostensibly weaker, though :both ‘are
under one pastor and very much one, interlinked by
uld associations, and mutual interests. The chorch
affords very little news. Tke present pastorate has
been quite too short to afford ground for predicticn as
to the future. The congregaticns are as large as can
be expected. Although the Methodists occupy the
same ground as we do, many in the neighbourbood
are only nominal Christians, and go very seldom to
any place of worsbip. Our prayer-meetings keep up
pretty well, usually ranging from thirty to forty;
some of the most regular come over & mile, and this
without lamyps or sidewalks in dark nights, requires
courage and zeal. While the pastor was absent at-
tending the American Board meetings at Detroit, the
people drew his winter's wood, and cut it up, and
split a good part of it up, which is a great boon.

The young people bave & Mutual Improvement
Society, over which the pastor presides. The exer-
cises vary every Monday of the month. The first
Monday there is & written review of the sermons, in
answer to questions provided by the pastor; the
second Monday a conversazione on some moral or

scientific subject, led off by the pastor ; the third Mon-

jday a discussion of a theological subject; the fowth

Monday readings, recitations, and music. Every
fifth Monday is devoted to Temperance. The questivn
box is used. The pastor reserves the right to answer
any cne question of casuistry of suflicient importance
at the Sunday service. The details of cach meeting a.¢
decided on the week previous. But one thing i
settled by the pastor from the first: The religious
element will not be permitted to drop out.

The young people have felt increasing interest frem
the first ; they mean improvement, not display. Our
hopes of spiritual results in this neighbourhood we
bardly dare express now. We are afraid of boasting,
and have learned to doubt the honesty of a huwnt
where the venison is brought in too soon.

Guerrd.—The church here is enjoying *“a time of

refreshing from the presence of the Lord.” Special
services have been held for three weeks. Quite «
number bave professed to have found Christ. Others

are anxiously enquiring for the way of salvation, and
from present indications will soon be rejoicing *“in
the Lord.” By the church it is felt to be a season of
blessed spiritual quickening. May the good work go
on, widening and deepening.

MoxTrEAL.—Mr. John McKinnon, whko has been
labouring among a somewhat large Gaelic population
on the border of the Provinces of Ontario and Qusbec
since he left our college in April, 1881, was ordained
to the Christian Ministry in Emanuel church, Mon-
treal, on Wednesday evening, October 24th, 18¢3.
He has proved himeelf earnest and faithful, and he
has met with very gratifying success by the Divine
blessing on his labours.

A council met in the college room, consisting of
Rev. E. Hill, M.A., delegata fiom Calvary church ;
Rev. J. F. Stevenson, D.D., delegate from Emanuel
church; Revs. John Fraser, Prof. Fenwick, Dr.
Cornish and Dr. Wilkes. After a most satisfactory
examination a certificate of ordination was signed by
all the members of the council, and & very interest-
ing service followed. Dr. Cornish read the Scriptures
and offered prayer. Dr. Stevenson asked ;the ques
tions “which were happily respended to by Mr. Mec-
Kinnon. The ordination prayer was offered by Pro-
fessor Fenwick, with the ““laying on of the bands of
the Presbytery.” The charge was given by Dr.
Wilkes, and Mr. Fraser concluded the services. The
congregation found it *“ good to be there.”

PiNE GROVE, ORDINATION.—On 25th October, Mr.
William H. Way, late of the Congregational college.
was soleronly ordained to the pastorate at Pine Grove.
Ont. The churches of Brantford, Stouffville, Newmar-
ket and Toronto (Zion), were represented by their
pastors. A very interesting and ‘profitable hour er
two were spent in council, and the brethren were
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very much pleased with the straight-forward intelli-
went manner in which Mr. Way expressed his doc-
trinal beliefs, and gave his personal religious exper:-
ence. Rev. Joseph Unsworth, of Stoufiville, was
asked to preside, and Rev. George Fuller, of Brant-
ford, was scribe for the council. The council, by reso-
lution, expressed their very thorough satisfaction with
the examination of the candidate, and recommended
his ordination. At two o’clock the public service tock
place in the church, Mr. Unsworth presiding. Rev.
R. Pettigrew, of Weston. of the Canada Presbyterian
church, who was courteously present as neighbouring
minister, read the scriptures; and after prayer and
praise the chairman gave a briefaddress on “ Congre-
gational Chureh Principles;” and then asked the
usual questions of the pastor elect. Asin the couneil,
so in the public meeting, My. Way was clear, modest,
and evangelical. The questions ag to his call and
rettlement were answered by Deacon Bennetts. The
ordination prayer was offered by Mr. Fuller, who
upited with Rev. Messrs. Powis, Unsworth, Smith,
and Pettigrew, in the laying on of hands. Mr. Powis
save the right hand of fellowship, and Mr. Pettigrew
added & few words in the same direction. Mr. Smith
gave tho address to the pastor, and Mr. Powis to the
church. Both were exceeding well raceived, and ap-
propriate to the occasion. Mr. Way enters upon his
work with the hearty co-operation of the people, and
has the best wishes of all for his success.—Conr.

Prrgriv CHURCH, MoNTREAL.—Since the return of
the Rev. John Fraser to this city the old members of
the Jate Eastern Congregational church have rented
the German church on St. Duminique street, opposite
the St. Lawrence market, and Mr. Fraser began to
preach for them on Sunday evening, the 1lth of
November, to a congregation of about seventy. The
prospects seem good, and the chance of success is per-
haps better than when they were on the corner of
Ambherst street. The above name has been adopted as
being shorter and more eaphonious.
to & Christian ear.

St. Joun’s, NEwFouNDLAND.—The Congregational |
church here, was re-opened for public worship on Sun-
day, the 28th October, after being four months in the |
hands of the contractors.
sermon was preached by the pastor, Rev. D. Beaton,
on the * Relation of the outward beauty to the izmer
moral and spiritual beauty of the soul;” and in the
evening there was a memorial service and funeral ser-
won for the late Mrs. Benjamin, who, for many years
past had borne, with decided ability and success, a
leading part in the various activities of the ehureh.

the building has just undergone have been most sue-
cessfully oxecuted, and we have now one of the most
comfortable and becoming sanctuariesin the city. The
stone work is cemented and painted and the roof re-
slated, while the interior is now cowmpleted, for the
first time, with a new wooden ceiling, stained and
varnished in satin-wood, and waluut boams. The
walls are painted a fine tune of buff, and the cornice
taken out in different colours, with a chaste stencil
running the whole length of the church along the
under part of the cornice, and on the top of the seats.
The front gallery and pulpit is grained in oak, maple
and walout, with crim. .n lining in the latter, which
is also furnished with a handsome pulpit chair, a spe-
cial gift, and made in one of our workshops. The
effect of tho whole interior is pleasing and harmoni-
ous, and when seen with the splendid audience of
some eight hundred people who assembled at our
extra service, wag very inspiring to the preacher. The
cost will amount to 3,500, and this has been met by
the willing and united efforts of the congiegation,
while our neighbours have kindly helped us a little
when asked. On Sunday evening, Nov.4th, a thanks-
giving service was held, consisting of a service of
sacred song by the choir and Sunday school shildren
and an address on ‘The Life of Elijah.” A good
meeting is chronicled, and much spiritual blessing.

West ToroNTO AND PARKDALE.—A new church
having for its field of operations the above-named
places and taking its name from them was organized
in the public hall, Parkdale, on Sabbath, the 2Ist
ult. This organization tcok place pursuant to a coun-
cil of Congregational churches, some account of which
was given in the last issue of the Cavaprax Ixpe-
PENDENT, and was taken part in by Revs. E. Barker,
of Riverside ; J. Salmon, of Yorkville; and King
of Zion church, with Messrs. Parker, Braiser, and
Beckett. The congregations are now more than
double the amount mentioned in last month's issue.

It sounds well | A Sabbath school has been organized with a tried and
Iefhmenb superintendent mth experienced and excel-

i lent Bible-class and other teachers. The number of
church members is about thirty. They have chosen
i three deacons, and a kind Providence has hitherto

In the morning & special | pronded accommodation for their worship at small

“cost. The hall, however, in which the services have
been held from the beginning, is not central, being in
the extreme west of the field. This work, small in
its beginnings, has gradually and gratifyingly ad-
vanced in 21l departments of its finances and effort,
and with the field before it, the practical sympathy

‘ manifested which is due to it on the part of its friends,

In the even ]ng the bu]ldlng was cxowded to its utmost Tand the 200(1 hand of God which has hitherto marked

capacity, and the service will be long remembered by
8ll who tock part in it as one of unusual impressive-
uess and power. The repairs and rerovations which

the stages of its advancement, this church ought not
to fail to render good account of its stewardship.
It has given a hearty and unanimous invitation
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1o the Rev. C. Duff to be its first pastor, and he
has accepted the call subject to council.

Winnires, Masiroa.—The church here is in a
prosperous condition ; recently there have been large
crowds drawn to hear the Word-—especially the young
people of the city. The evening services have an
average attendance of about 900, and among the care-
less there is a desire to live a better and purer life,
We pray that the Father's blessing may be continued
to us, and that many souls may be gathered in from
the mountains of sin and vanity. The Sunday school
work is successfully carried on ; the attendance is
from 175 to 200. 'Che Bible class (taught by Mr.
Sileox) has a 1aembership of about sixty. The church,
financially, is in a healty state. Last Sabbath a spe-
cial collection was taken up at which $350 was real-
ized. We ask the prayers, sympathy and co-opera-
tion of our brethren in the east in the work begun in
this great western land that Christ's kingdom may ex-
tend from shore to shore till all are brought under the
influence of divine grace. A. L. McLeax.

EASTERN ASSOCIATION.

The Eastern Association met at Belleville, on Tues-
day, October 23rd, all the members being present with
the exception of Rev. J. Wood, who was prevented
from coming by a suddden attack of illness, from
which he has since recovered ; and Rev. T. Huall, who
was engaged in his official labours in the eastern
townships.

The mesting was called to order at nine a.m., and
afier a short period spent in devotional exercises, Rev.
R. Mackay was appointed chairman, and Rev. B. W,
Doy, secretary. The Rev. A. McFadyen, of Kingston,
was received into full membership, and Rev. J. Bur-
ton, of Toronto, asked to sit as & honorary member.

Rev. D. Macallum then read a paper on Faith
Cures, which was followed by an interesting discussion
in which all present took part, after which the meet-
ing adjourned until the afternoon.

At the afternoon session papers were presented by
Rev. E. C. W. McColl, on * The Final State of the
Impenitent Dead,” and Rev. R. Mackay on ¢ The
Best Means of Dealing with Anxious Inquirers,” both
of which elicited a good deal of discussion, more espe-
cially the latter. Following this a resolution expres-
sive of the high esteem in which the late Rev W.
Peacock was held as a brother and a member of the
association, and of sympathy with his bereaved widow
and family, was passed by a unanimous vote ; and
also one urging upon the pastors of the churches to
try and increase the list of subscribers to the Can-
adian Independent.

In the evening, after & social tea, provided by the
leaders of the church, addresses were delivered by
Rev. H. Pedley on ‘‘ The Late Meeting of the Ameri-

can Board of Foreign Missions at Detroit; ” by Rev.
S. N. Jackson, on “ The Triennial Council of Con-
gregational Churches, at Conrord, New Hawmpshire ;"
and by Rev. J. Burton, of Toronto, and Rev. Mr.
Mitchell, Presbyterian minister, of Belleville, on gen-
eral subjects. At the close of these addresses a reso-
lution expressive of delight at meeting with the church
at Belleville, of strong confidence in tkeir pastor, Rev.
W. Stacy, and of sympathy with him and the churen
in their arduous and self-denying labours, was’passed
by & unanimous vote, after which the association ad-
journed to meet next year at Kingston.
B. W. Dry, Secretary.

ST. FRANCIS 48SOCIATION.

Tue St. Francis Association met in Waterville o
Tuesday, Oct. 2nd. The sermon in the evening was
preached by the Rev. Thos. Hall, from Joel ii. 21.
the Rev. W. McIntosh not having arvived in time.
On Wednesday there were present Revs. L. P. Adams.
Wm. McIntosh, J. G. Sanderson and Geo. Durkis.
There were also present Rev. T. Hall and Dr. Watson.
of Melbourne, who were invited to sit as honourary
wembers. Wonce was given by the Rev. J. G. San-
derson that at the next meeting he would move to
change the name of the association, to be called the
Quebec Association. A vote of thanks was given to
the Rev. T. Hall for his excellent sermon on Tuesday
evening. The usual essays and expositions were omit-
ted and some time was taken up by each of fie
brethren giving an account of the work being done i
their several fields. 'The absence of our old and triel
friend, Dr. Duff, was much felt, and the brethren felt
deeply the prospect of having so soon to part with
our much esteemed brother, W. McIntosh, who bss
since removed to Yarmouth, N.S., and earnest prayer
was offered for his success in his new field, and for
the chureh in Melbourne so soon to be deprived of his
faithful labours.

In the afternoon the Rev. Mr. McColl arrived, and
wasg introduced to the association by the Rev. Thos
Hall.

In the evening a missionary meeting was held, the
pastor, Rev. Geo. Purkis, in the chair, and excellen
addresses were deliverad by all the brethren present:
and on Thursday evening & missionary meecting was
held at Capelton, a station connected with Water
ville, at which there were present Rev. (Gieo. Purkis
in the chair, and addresses by Revs. L. P. Adams and
Thos. Hall, the attendance at both places wa

good, end it is to be hoped that good results mey
follow.

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION.

The Central Asociation met in Bowmanville, Sept
4th,
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There were present Revs. H. D. Powig, J. Burton,
J. Unsworth, G. Robertson, A. . McGregor, W. H.
Warriner, and J. J. Hindley. Dbessrs. J. Nasmith, of
the Northern Church, Toronto, Humphrys, Don
Mount, and Shaw, of Bowmanville.

Mr. Powis preached an excellent sermon from Acts
xili. 36. This service was greatly enjoyed by all.

Mr. Burton read an essay on * The Rise of Congre.
gationalism in Wales.”

Mr. Robertson opened the discussion on ¢ Condi-
tions and Duties of Church Menbers.” The subject
was then taken up by the other brethren, and a most
profitable discussion took place.

The secretary introduced the subjece alloted to him :
“ Successfu! Preaching.” Other bretbren also spoke
on the question, which proved to be a most fertile
one.

A discussion aiso took place anent ‘ Woman’s Re-
lation to the Chureh.”

Reports were heard from the churches ropresented
which were of very encouraging character. All were
particularly pleased to learn of the prosperity of the
church at Bowmanville.

The closing meeting was addressed by Mr. McGre-
gor on “Obstacles Which the Church of Christ Meets;”
the secretary on ¢ Wayside Thoughts ;” Mr. Powis
on ‘ Cheerfnlness of Religion."”}

The Association adjourned to meet in Georgetown
on December 18th, at half-past two p.m.

TWESTERN ASSOCIATION.

The semi-annual meeting of the above association
was held in the Congregational chureh, Garafraxa,
November 6th and 7th, Rev. J. R. Black, B.A., pre-
siding. On Tuesday afternoon, after devotional ex-
erciscs and organiza‘ion, very interesting reports
were heard from churches withic the bounds of the
association.

In the evening Rev. H. D. Hunter, of London,
preached from 1 Tim. xi. 5, and Heb. xiil. 8, after
which the Lord's Supper was observed. On Wednes-
day morning the secretary reported the proceedings
of the recent meeting of the ‘¢ American Board,”
which was followed by a discussion upon * Home and
Foreign Mission Work.” At the close of this dis-
cussion, the * Temperance Question” was discussed, |
Rev. Mr: Morton, of Hamiltor, leading. In refex- !
ence to hoth these discussions the association unani-
mously resolved :

(1) * That this Association desires to re-affirm its
conviction that the Christian church is essentially a
missionary church—that the time has come when a
more strenuous effort should be made to stir up in our
churches a true missionary spirit; and that ail our
churches in this western district have their attention

earnostly called to this necessity and duty.

{2) *That in regard to the question of Temperance
this association very emphatically declares its opinion,
that, along with an erlightened and Christian senti-
ment, probibition of the manufacture and sale of
intoxicating liquors is one of the most effective means
by which the temptation to indulge in the vice of
intemperance can be removed ; and this association
calls upon all the churches within its bounds to foster
in the spiric of our Master a true and active temper-
ance sentiment.”

On Wednesday afternoon a paper on ¢ Winning
Souls ” was read by Rev. Mr. Morton and followed by
a8 discussion thereon.

The Sunday school ‘ Question Drawer” esercise
was conducted by the Rev. W. Wetherald, of St.
Catharizes, in connection with which Rev. T. Me-
Greggor read & paper or ‘“The Art of Questioning.”

At the closing session on Wednesday evening short
addresses were made as follows:

¢ Family Religion,” by Mr. Andrew Alexander.

“ Bervice of Song in the House of the Lord,” by
Rev. W. I'. Clarke.

“ Lay Agency,” by Rev. Mr. Morton.

¢ Christiuns not in Church Fellowship, What shall
be Done with Them ?” by Rev. D. McGregor.

¢ Personal Religion,” by Rev. George Skinner.

¢ Whether It is Des’rable to Change Present Evan-
gelistic Methods,™ by Rev. W. Wetherald.

Brief closing words were then spoken by the pastor
of the church, and by Messrs. P. S. Martin and
Andrew Gerrie, after which the association adjourned
to meet in London in March next.

Rev. Dr. Gunner, of Listowel, was received as a
member of the associetion, and also the church at
Wingham.

The meeting just held was one of the best of the
association meetings. The papers read were timely,
the discussions were earnest and able, the spirit and
tone hearty and spiritual, the attendance and interest
of the Garafraxa people were all that counld be desired.

The pastor of the Garafraxa church is to be con-
gratulated upon the spiritual grip and gumption of.
his parishioners, characteristics shared in by the
Douglas church, over which Mr. Black is also pastor.

A fine brick parsonage at Garafraxa will be com-

i pleted in a few days, from whose study window the

pastor will look out upon a parish unique in the Con-
gregational records of Canadr, for of it he may almost
literally say : “ I am monarch of all I survey, my
right there is none to dispute.”
D. McGreGor, Secretary.
Guelph, November 12th, 1883.

—

WureN the forenoons of life are wasted there is not

much hope of & peaceful and fraitful evening Sun-

risings and sun-settings are closely conneced in every
experience. —Ezchange.
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CONGREGATIONAL COLLEGE OF B.N.A.

The following amounts have been received for cur-
rent expenses and are hereby gratefully acknow-
ledged, viz.: N. W. Trenholme, Esq., $£5; Calvary
Congregational church, Montreal, £3; Rev. F. M.
Hill, Montreal, &1 ; Rev.J. Whitman, $5 ; Frauklin
Centre Congregational church, $4; Mrs, McGregor,
Listowel, 81 ; Toronto Zion Congregational church,
$75.81 ; Sherbrooke Zion Congregational church, $36 ;
Kincardine Zion Congregational chureh, $10.80 ; Rev.
J. MacKinnon, Céte St. George, $14; Bowmanville
Congregational church, £17.18; Montreal Emanuel
church, $107; Rev. J. B. Saer, Winghan, 8§10 ;
Colonial Missionary Suziety, Lundon, England, $5668. -
63 ; interest on Endowment Fund Investment for six
months, §670 ; total $1,628.42. R. C. JasiEsox,

Montreal, November 15th, 1883. Treasurer.

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION.

The Central Association will meet in Georgetown,
Tuesday December 18th, 1883, at 2:30 p.m.

ProgrAMME.—Session 1.—2.30 p.m., ¢ Our Mission
Work,” Rev. J. Unsworth; 38.30 p.m., ‘“Revival
Work or Winning Souls,” Rev. E. Barker; 8 p m.,
Sermon by Rev. AyF. McGregor, B.A.  Session I1.—
Wednesday, 9a.m., Prayerand News of the Churches;
10 a.m., “The Church and Public Amusements,”
by Rev. J. Burton ; 11 a.m., Review, by Rev. J. C.
Wright ; 1:30 p.m., ‘“Work and Workers,” by Rev.
W, W, Smith; 2.30 p.m., *“‘The Salvation Army,”
J. J. Hindley ; 3:30 p.m., Any Matter of Interest to
the Body. Addresses in the evening by Revs. T.
Hall, W. H. Warriner, B.A., H. D. Powis. Please
remember the collection for the association.

J. J. HispLEY, Secretary.

CONGREGATIONAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The treasurer acknowledges the following sums per
Mr. Hall: Collection Inverness, $2.60 ; Mr. A. M.
MecXKillop, $2; collection Melbourne, $2.10; collec-
tion Ulverton, 81.50; collection Dustin, $2.60 ; collec-
tion Vankleek Hill, $14.64; collection Hawkesbury,
$8.70; Ladies' Auxiliary, Ulverton, $11.383; Ladies’
Auxilisry, Vankleek 13ill, 820; alco, Melbourne and
Richmond Ladies’ Auxiliary Socicty, $10; Brown’s
Hill, $2.50; Fitch Bay, $5; Tiehurst, $7; Ayer’s
Tlat, €8.10; Emanuel Church, Montreal, $55; Cal-
vary Church, Montreal, 815; Brockville collection,
§8.62; Jas. McCallum, $2; a Friend of Missions for
Manitoba, through Mr. Hall, $2,000, also $100 for Mr.
Hall's salary. Tctal, $2,278.69

H. N. Brarp, Treasurer.

INDEPENDENT.

THE ENDOWMENT FUND CONGREGA-
TIONAL COLLEGE, B.N.A.

Through some misbap no statement of this fund ap-
peared in last annual report of the college. Will you
allow me to supply the lack? The report of 1881-2
(sco “* Year Book " 18823, page 152) states the payment
of subscriptions for the year and the fact that $2,955.54
was the amount received on account of the second
820,000, of which $2,000 h.d been handed to the
trustees and invested, and §955.54 was deposited in
the bank at interest.

The statement for the year 1882-3 is that no further
payments have been made to the fund—that interest
up to 81st May, 1883, has been added, bringing up
the uninvested amount to $988.82 ; and that there is
at present not much prospect of receiving anything
from unpaid subscriptions, which amount in the ag-
gregate to o considerable sum. HENRY WILKES.

Montreal, November 16th, 1883. Treasurer.

Glorrespondence.

MR. HALL'S LETTER.

I spent three days on the Laton Mission. The
Rev. F. James had left about two weeks previously,
and returned to England. The friends are much dis-
couraged, but still determined to make an effort to
carry on their services, and obtain another pastor.
Since I was here last, several prominent and useful
members, including one of the deacons, bhave ex-
changed time for immortality, and numbers have re-
moved to other parts. Yet there are many and strony
reasons why the church should be sustained, and I
lhiave no doubt it will, and that it will bein the future—
as it has been for over half a century—the scene of
gracious revivals of religion and the training school
of Christian workers for remote parts of our land
Arrangements were made to supply the pulpit with
view to settle a pastor.

I preached missionary sermons and conducted mis-
gionary services in

DUNVILLE
with the valuable assistance »f the chairman-elect of
our Union. I found a more than ordinary interestin
missions in this congregation, owing in part to the
fact that the pastor has been in the habit of preach-
ing on missions frcquently, and in part to the indefa-
tigable efforts of the Ladies’ Missionary Society.
They have added to the funds of the Home, Foreign
and Indian Missions during the year, and they do not
seem {0 be weary of weli doing.

INVERNESS.

I had a missionary meeting heve ; but, owing to the
state of the roads, the darkness, and the fact that they
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have no services of any kind on the Lord’s day, the
attendance was small. The church has been closed
since June, and they have little attor prospects of
getting a pastor, for the population is getting smaller
and smaller from year to year. And yet there is
much need of missionary effort in the neighbour-
hood, and such effort has been greatly blest in the
past.

They arc hopeful that they will secure the serviees
of a student next summer. It was remarked that
they have had some of the most prosperous times,
and the largest accessions from student labour.

MELBOURNE AND ULVERTON.

I conducted three 1missionary meetings on this
fiell. As might be expected the people are very
much discouraged by the removal of their highly-
estecmed pastor. Mr. MacIntosh had endeared
himself to his people and commanded the re-
spect of those of other denowinations. There is &
Ladies’ Missionary Society in Melbourne which mani-
fests a great interest in our work, and, but for the
spocial effort made last year to liquidate the debt on
the parsonage, they would have done more for our
funds. Notwithstanding this they have done well, and
taking all their circumstances into account Iam sur-
prised thatthey have done so much. There isa Ladies’
Missionary Society in Ulverton likewise, and the
fruit of their work during the year has been most en-
cwraging. All appear to take a deep interest in
missions, and are willing to make personal sacrifices
to assisf.

GRANBY AND COWANSVILLE.

The one Sunday I had for these parts was em-
ployed in this way: Preached in the forenoon in
Cowansvills ; in the afternoon in Brigham, evening
in Granby ; congregations good in each place. On
the following Monday public missionary meeting in
Granby, whero I had the assistance of Mr. Wellet
2nd the pastor. The state of the weather rendered it
impossible for many from a distance to attend, but we
had 2n enthusiastic meeting. The Ladies’ Missionary
Society Las rendered good service to the cause during
the year, and the Granby congregation has done
nobly.

SOUTH ‘RIDGE.

Notwithstanding the terrific storm we were grested
by a fair congregation in this place, and the same
speakers interosted the audience as on the previous
meeting. On the following evening we held the an-
mual meeting in Brigham. The attendance was fair,
most of the congregation living st a considerable dis-
tance from the village, and secattered. It isnot easy to
get & large dudience in the eveniug, especially at this
season.

COWANSVILLE.

This was our last point in the eastern townships,
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and we had a very pleasant evening. The pastor in
the chair. Addresses were given by the Rev. R. K.
Black, and the Rev. Thomas Harris, Methodist
minister, whom I had the pleasure of knowing years
ago in St. John's, Newfoundland. Thereisno abate-
ment in tho missionary zeal of the pastors and
churches throughout these parts, and the collections
80 far have been as good as last year. I imagine the
subscriptions will be equally good or better. Our
churches in the east are suifering continual depletion
by removals. If they are able to maintain their
standard of giving those living in the west should
certainly increase theirs, and our society will eertainly
need alarge increase from some source, else we willnot
be able to maintain our present stations, much less un-
dertake work in the many places where we should
commence without elay,
VANKLEEK {ILL AND HAWKESBURY.

I visited these churches in the month of. August
last, spending & Sunday and a few days among the
friends. The arrangements for supply during the
summer failed through the indisposition of the young
man appointed by the society, but on the re-opening
of the college in September, the students again under-
took the work. The prospects in both places are more
encouraging than they have been for years. On the
Sunday morning T preached atthe Sandy Hills, about
three miles from Hawkesbury, where there is a nice
Sunday school and small but appreciative congrega-
tion. The students supply here, too, every Sunday,.
and the different families in the neighbourhood mani-
fest groat interest in the services. It is & new field,
having been opened by our students a couple-of years
ago.

> VANKLEEK HILL
has preaching in the afternoon. The congregation is
small but very loyal and devoted, and for their num-
bers do more for the cause than almost any othor I
konow of. We had a good attendance at the public
missionary meecting. The Rev. Mr. Ferguson, Pres-
byterian minister, in the chair.

There is a Ladies’ Missionary Society in this plac:,
which bas done, for their numnber, groat things during
the year. 1 am satisfied if all our churches would ea-
courage these auxiliaries we would have no lack of
funds. Wherever they have bsen organized and
maintained they have been successful beyond the-
most sanguine expectations.

HAWKESBURY
has an evening service ; here I found a good congrega-
tion. Besides the Sunday preaching and missionary
meeting, I conducted two evangelistic services, all of
which were well attended, largely by young people,
T am persuaded, if continuous iabour could be given to
this place, there would be blessed results. There ap-
pears to be a spirit of inquiry among the young espe-
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cially, and evident tokens tkat the Spirit of God is
working upon their bearts. The building has been
counsiderably improved during the year, and arrange-
ments are made to complete the repairs. A business
committes was appointed last August, which is alive
to its duty, and everything is working well. Wespeak
in terms of high commendation regarding the labours
of our students. I felt reluctant to turn away from a
field which seemed to e ripening for the harvest. I
can only pray that the Lord of the harvest may care
for the field and posper the work of those who labour
under circumstances not the most favourable to im-
mediate results.
MONTREAL.

I preached missionary sermons in Emmanuel and
Calvary churches in this city. Since I was here last
year Calvary has been fortunate in securing for its
pastor, the Rev. E. Hill, from Yale College, N.H. He
is much esteemed by bis congregation, and large
expectations of success are entertained by all. One
thing particularly encouraging is that Mr. Hill is a
thorough missionary, and takes a Yvely interest inall
our denomirational affairs. I made a partial canvass
of both congregations in the interest of our society,
and was received, as on a former occasion, with
the greatest kindness. Considerable amounts were
subseribed, but the collections in Montreal are gener-
ally made in the month of February. It is too soon
to say whether they will be equal to last year, or more.
Rev. FProfessor Cornish and Mr. Hill rendered valu-
able assistence, and bave undertaken to complete the
effort in their respective congregations. I expect to
begin work in western Ontario 1st December.

T. Hart.

GUOD NEWS ¥FOR MANITOBA.

Mr. Epitor,—Please give the subjoined letter a
conspicuous place in the aext issue of the CaNapiax
INDEPENDENT, as I have no other means of acknow-
ledging the receipt of the same. The generous donor
has most effectually veiled his oz her identity by the
following printed letter, inclosing four bills, one of
81,000, two of 8§00, and one of $100. T. Haur.

Kingston, November 19th, 1387,

Rer. T. Hali, Kingston :

DEear Sir,—1I understand from you that the Con-
gregational Society wish to send two or more new
ministers into the ripe field of Manitoba this year—
certainly a very small number, I enclose the sum of

§2,000 for this object—would that you had a score of ;

suitable men ready to send. 1 believa if you get the
right men, men of piety, zeal and ability, that suffi-
cient funds to fully aid in supporting a score will be
forthcoming. I would respectfully, but carnestly. sug-
gest to you to fully try it and see. Would suggest great
care in sclecting men, getting one or 1wo at a time,

then let us know who each one is, where you want to
send him, what the needs of the people where you
propose sending him are, and what the people will
probably do to help, and then say how much you need
for them and I think the result will far surpass your
expectations.

May our dear Master guide you in the selection of
these two men and all others you may select ; and
. may their labours be abundantly owned and blessed
by Him to the saving of many precious souls.

1 also enclose $100 to the funds of the Congrega-
tional Society as a special contribution towards your
salary. A FRriexp or Missioxs.

Montreal, November, 1885

OUR COLLEGE.

Mr. Epitor,—I bave to thank you for your edi-
torial fillip to those who wers * conspicuous by their
absence ” at the opening service of the present session :
it was well-timed {0 many within aswell as ** without
the city.” As the service was adverfised for two
months in the columns of the CaxaDpIsX INDEPENDENT,
and immediately before the mecting in the Daily
Witnegs, I cannot see what more conld have been done
either by myself or any other responsible person to se-
cure proper publicity. There is, as you say, a fauit
somewhere ; but I do not think it lies with the execu-
tive of the college. Let us hopse that the fault will be
rexedied in the time to come.

The college classes have been organized, and the
regular work of the session has been begun and is
being carried on without interruption, in accordance
with the arrangements adopted by the corporation at
its last arnnal meeting. Three candidates for admis-
sion have been received on probation, making the
number in attendarce the same as last session, viz. :—
Nine. It is a gratifying fact that of these seven are
entered for the full course, and they are working with
praiseworthy diligence at their studies therein. Appli-
cafivns have been received from the executive com-
mittee of our missionary society for pulpit supplies,
which will, with thers, give the students & fair amount
of preaching during the session.

On oy return from England I was surprised and
pleased to find that so muchr progress had been made
with the new college building, which will, withou!
difficulty, be completed in its entirety and ready for
use next sessign. The friends who have the matter
in hand wisely determined lest summer on the erec-
; tion of the whole building; that is the Prineipal’s
2 residence as well as the colluge proper ; and this has
i been done without devolving upon the ecorporation
; any pecuniary liability or responsibility. At the samc

i timo the treasurer of the building fund, Mr. Hague,

- will be glad to receive any coniributions to that fund,

sor some $3,000 or 84,000 are needed to compleie the
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andertaking. The other week & generous friend set
% good example by sending, anonymously, to the trea-
surer the handsome sum of $1,000. Should this meet
his eye, will he please aceept the best thanks of all
concerned in his generosity, and will others imitate
his example by giving and doing likewise ? Iu this'
connection it is proper to refer, with grateful acznow-
ledgment for the sawe, to divers contributions in aid
of the new building received from the churches of
the Maritime Provinces by the hands of the Rev. T.
Hall who, during his visit last summer among them,
@id good service both for the missionary society and
the college. It is cheering to find that the work and
claims of the college are appreciated and recognized
by our churches in those Provinces; and it is to be
hoped that, not only in respect of the college, but also
of other important departments of our common work
as a denomination, steps will be taken to create and
maintain & more intimate connection and sympathy
between the churches in Ontario and Quebec and
those in the Maritime Provin-es.

I am sorry to say that the eyorts of Dr. Steverson
and myself to collect sonie money for the new build- |
ing did not result in such large success as one could !
bave wished. Mary causes contributed to this result,
the principal of which was, I fear, a lack of interest in
us and in our denominational work arising from a
conviction thet we are wealthy enough and strong
enough to get along by ourselves. To this must be
added the fact that the time at our disposal was too
short for carrying out any weil-organized and exten-
sive plan of visitation of churches and individuals. It
was also boliday-thne, and, therefore, the ¢ dull time ”’
for such work. We did what we thought the best
thing to be done under the circumstances, in the pre-
paration of an appeal which was printed and distri-
buted io more than three hundred persons well-known
for their liberality to denominational objects. As the
net result of all this we hope that the sum of $1,000 at
least may be received. Both Dr. Stevensor and myself
giadly bear gratefut testimony to the cordial assistance
which wasrendered us by Dx. Hannoay and Mr. Fielden
in our efforts to do the work we had undertaken. The
editor of the English Independent also did us good
service by cheerfully opening his columns to receive
cymipunications from us, for which we tender him our
cordial thanks. GEORGE CORNISH.

Montreal, Oct. 17th, 1883.

P.5.—I am sending copies of the college report for
last year to all the churches in Ontario and Quebec
that bave not subscribed for the ¢“ Year Book,” and also

to every church in the Maritime Provinces. Ir most!
cases they are sddressed to the pastor of churches, |

and I have to request them to be so lind as to see
that they are distributed among their people. Should
the name of any church or individual subscriber bave !
escaped my notice, I shall be glad to forward copies

to such, on application to me. G.C.

|

4 BRAKEMAN'S OPINION OF CHURCHES.

On the road once more, with Lebanon fading asway
in the distance, the fat passenger drnmming idly on
the window pane, the cross passenger sound asleep
and the tall thin passenger, reading “General Grant’s

| Tour Around the World,” and wondering why

’

Green’s August Flower ” shouid be printed above ihe
doors of ‘“ A Buddbist Temnple at Benares.” To me
comes the brakeman, and seating Limself on the arm
of the seat, says:

“I went to church yesterday.”

“Yes,” I said, with that interested inflection that
asks for more. ¢ Aud what church did you attend?"”

“Which do you guess?” he asked.

“Some union mission chureh? ” I hazarded.

“Naw,” he said. “Idon’t like to run on these
branch roads very much. I don’toftengo to church,
and when I do, I want to run on the man line, where
your run is regular and you go cn schedule time and
don’t have to wait on connuctions. I don’t like to
run on & branch. Good enough, but don’t like it.”

“Episcopal 27 I guessed.

“Limited express,” he said, “all palace cars and §2
exira for a seat; fast time, and only stop at the big
stations. Nice line, but too exhaustive for a brake-
man. Al train men in uniform, conductor's punch
and lantern silver-plated, and no train boys allowed.
Then the passengers are allowed to talk back at the
conduetor ; and it makes them too frec and easy. No,
I couldn’t stand the palace cars. Rich road, though.
Dor’t often hear of a recciver being appointed for
that line. Seie mighty nice people travel on it t00.”

¢ Universalist 2" I suggested.

“Broad-gauge,” said the brakeman, does too much
complimentary business. Everybody travels on a
pass. Conductor doesn't get a fare oncein fifty
miles.  Stops at all flag stations, and won't run into
anything but & union depot. No smoking-car on the
train. Train orders are vague, though, and the train-
men don’t get along well with the passengers. No,
I don’t go to the Uriversalist, thought I know somse
awfully good men who run on that road.”

“ Presbyterian ? ”* I asked.

“Narrow gauge, eh ?” said the brakeman,  pretty
track, straight as a rule; tunnel right through a
mountain rather then go around it ; spirii-level grade;
prssengers bave to show their tickets before they get .
on the train. Mighty strict road but the cars a little
narrow ; have to sit one in a seat and no room iu the
aisle to dance. Then there's no stop-over tickets al-
lowed; got to go straight through to the station
you're ticketed for, or you can’t get on at all. When
the car’'s full, no extra coaches; cars built at the shops
just so many and nobody else allowed on. Bui you
don't often hear of an accident on that road. It's
run right up to the rules.”
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¢ Maybe you joined the Free-thinkers,” I said.

¢ Scrub road,” said the brakeman, *‘dirt road-bsd
and no bullast ; no time-card and no train-dispatcher.
All trains run wild and every engineer makes his own
time, just as he pleases. Smoke if you want to ; kind
of go-as-you-please. Too many side-tracks and
every switch wide open all the time, with the switch-
man sound asleep and the target lamp dead out.
Get on as you please and get off when you want to.
Don’t have to show your tickets, and the conductor
isn't expected to do anything but amuse the passen-
gers. No, sir, I was offered a pass, but I don’t like
the line. I don’tlike to travel on aroad that has no
terminus. Do you know, sir, I asked a division super-
intendent where that road run to, and he said he
hoped to die if he knew. I asked him if the general
superintendent could tell me, and he »aid he didn't
believe they had a general superintendent, and if they
had he didn’t know any more about the road than the
passengers. 1 asked him who he reported to, and he
said nobody. I asked a conductor who he got his
orders from, and he said he didn’t take orders from
any living man or dead ghost. And when I asked the
engineer who he got his orders from, he said he’d
iike to see anybody give him orders, he'd run the
train to suit himself or he'd run it into the ditch.
Now you see, sir, I'm a railroad man, and I don't
cars to run on aroad that has no time, makes no con-
nections, 1uns nowhere and has no superintendent. It
may be all right, but I've railroaded too long to under-
stand it.”

“Did you try the Methodists ? * I said.

“Now you'reshouting,’” he saiG with some enthusi-
asm. * Nice road, eh ? Fast time and plenty of pas-
sengers. Engines carry a power of steam, and don’t
you forget it; steam-gauge shows & hundred and
enough all the time. Lively road; when the con-
ductor shouts ‘all aboard,’.you can hear him at the
next station. Every train-lamp skines like & head-
light. Stop-over checks giver on all through tickets;
passengers can drop off the train as often as he likes,
do the station two or three days and hop on the next
1evival train that cowes thundering along. Good,
whole-souled, companionable conductors; ain’t a road
in the country where the passengers feel more at
home. XNo passes; every passenger pays full traffic
rates for his ticket. Wesleyan-house air-brake on all
irains, too; pretty safe road, but I didn't ride over it
yesterday.”

““Maybe you went to the Congregational chureh,”
I said.

“Popular road,” said the brakeman, an old road,
too; one of the very oldest in this country. Good road-
bed and comfortable cars. Well managed road, too;

pretty independent, too. See, didn't one of the
division superintendents down East discontinue one
of the oldest stations on thiz line two or three years
ago? But it is & mighty pleasant road to travel on.
Always has such a splendid class of passengers.”

¢ Perbaps you tried the Baptist?” I guesed urce
mora.

“Ah, ah!" said the brakeman, ‘‘she’s a daisy, isu't
she? River road, beautiful curves, sweep around
anything to keep close to the river, but it's all steel
and rock baliast, single track all the way and nut a
single side-track from the round-house to the ter-
minus. Takes a heap of water to run it through;
double tanks at every station, and there isn't an cu-
gine in the shops that can pull a pound or run a wile
in less than two gauges. But it runs through a lovely
country; these river roads always do ; river on oue
side and hills on the other, and it's & steady climb up
the grade all the way till the run ends where the
fountain-head of the river begins. Take the river
road every time for a lovely trip, sure conuce-
tions and good time, and no prairie dust blowing in
at the windows; twenty-five cents for an hour’s run
and a little concert by the passengers throwed in. I
tell you, Pilgrim, you take the river road when yov
want"—

Bat just here the long whistle from the engine au-
nounced a station, and the brakeman hurried to the
door, shouting :

“Zionsville ! This train makes no stops between
here and Indiangpolis."—Burlington Hawkeye.

RESPONSIBILITIES.

1t is a high, solemn, almost awful thought for every
individual man that his earthly influence, which hasa
commencement, will never through all ages, were he
the very meanest of us, have an end? What is done
is done, has already blended itself with the boundless,
ever-living, ever-working universe, and will also work
there for good or evil, spenly or secretly, throughout all
time. But the life of every man is as the well-spring
of a stream, whose small beginnings are indeed plaiz
to all, but whose ulterior course and destination, as it
winds througk the expanse of infinite years, only the
Omniscient can discern. Will it mingle with neigh-
bouring rivalets as a tributary, or receive them as their
sovereign? Is it to be a nameless brock, and will 1ts
tiny waters among millions of brooks and rills increast
the current of seme world’s river?  Or is it to be itsel
a Rine or Donau, whose goings forth are *o the utter
most lands, its flood an everlasting boundary line o2
the globe itself, the bulwatk and highway of whole
kingdoms and continents? We know not; only it
either case we know its path is to the great ocean;
its waters were they but a handful, are here, and ca»

directors don't interfere with division superintendenis not be annihilated or permanently held back—

and train orders.

Road's mighty popular, bui it's|Cariyle.
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International JT=Zressons.

BY REV, W. \W. SMITH.

Decot DAVID'S FRIEND—JONATHAN, { S
GoLpex Text.—“ A man that hath friends

must show himself friendly; and there is a
friend that sticketh closer than a brother.”—
Prov. 18 : 24.

CeN1RAL TrRUTH.—True Christians make tfrue
friends.

CONNECTION.—David had become Saul’s son-in-law.
Saul had turned against him, and sought his life. He fled
to Samuel : and it would seem that Samuel thought his own
life in danger, for he went with David to dwell at Naioth.
David then privately returns., and confers with Tonathan.
They two made a solemn covenant of love and friendship.
{20: 16.) Jonathan was of opinion there was no danger to
David, or his father would have shown it to him. But
David suggested that Saul kept his designs from Jonathasn, so
as not to grieve him {20: 2, 3.) But the morrow was the
feast of the New Moon, and whatever his father should say
about David, he (Jonathan) would report it to David (who
was in hiding) by shooting arrows. (See 20: 18-22.) At
the feast Saul enquired for David ; aed when Jonathan ex-
cused his absence Saul tried to kill his son.

I. SavL’s ANGER.—Ver. 32.—Wherefore shall he
be slain ? this was Jonathan’s enquiry of his father,
There ought to be a reason for all things, but there could be
no proper reason for slay’'ng a faithful and capable young
man of David’s character and acquirements. :

Ver. 33.—Cast a javelin : Saul must have had a java-
lin always beside him~—pechaps using it sceptre-like, as a
syrbol of royalty. But it was dangerous for a passiopate
man to have " ‘adly weapons withinreach. The young man
who foolishly nd wickedly carries a revolver in his pocket
puts himself, in fits of sudden passion, directly in Satan’s
hands, and Satan can easily provoke the sudden passion !
Whereby Jonathan knew : if Saul tried to kill his
son because he was David’s friend, it was quite sure that
Saul would have slain David if he could.

Ver. 34.—Arose from the table in flerce anger:
Saul had openly insulted Jonathan {ver. 30} an. had tried
to kill him ; and in great turbulence of feeling ). ~atha-
left the table. Grieved for David: he feit sad at «ne
ijustice done David, who had deserved none ofit. Are we
grieved when shame is put upon David’s great Scn, Tesus?

II.—THE MEBSSAGE OF THE ARROWS.—Ver. 35.—
Went out into the fleld: ¢“the field” always means
the open country. Yonathan took a little lad and went out
tc practice with the bow, He wiched to warn David, who
was hiding near, waiting to learn how Saul was disposed to-
ward him.

Ver. 36.—He said unto his lad : what;he called out
to the lad was intended as a signal to David. It had beca
all arranged beforchand (ver. 21, 22}. Arrcws were con-
sidered of too much value to waste when they could be
gathered up. When 2 little lad I lost 2 good artow I had
shot at 2 wild pigeon. I went back and shot a second arrow
at the same branch and found the two arrows sticking in the
found within a yard of each other. Shot an arrow

beyond him : over his head; arrows are not aimed
wint blank.

Ver. 37.—-1Is not the arrowr beyond thee ? by this
clling out to the lad Jonathan let David kuow that therel
%asdanger for him. They are our best {riends who warn us
of danger—especially danger to our souls.

¥ei. 38.—~Make speed, haste, jstay not: the

words were called out to the lad, but were intended for
David that he might lose no time in escaping. Gathered
up thearrows: the lad did what he was told.

Ver. 39.—The lad knew nothing of the real purpose of
Jonathan in coming out. Only Jonathan and David
kuew : mark, Jonathan’s name was put first. He was
the king’s son, and the elder of the two.

Ver. 40.—Gave his artillery unto his lad: ‘‘ar-
tillery ” originally incleded all implements and machines for
war. We use the word in a more restricted sense now.
To the city : to Gibeah, where Saul resided.

IIL.—THE COVENANT RENEWED.—Ver. 41.—As soon
as the lad was gone, David arose : the two friends,
when they arranged to convey information by signals, did
not know but others might be near. But now, wheun no
one was i sight or hearing, David came out of his conceal-
ment. Bowed himself: he gave Jonathan the honour
that was customarily paid to his rank. We losc nothing by
courtesy. Kissed one another and wept: they were
brothers by marriage, they were brothers still more in heart ;
both in danger of their lives from the same source, and both
mpocent. Vet there was so plotting, no revenge. They
acted in an erwicently *“ Christian”’ manner. David ex-
ceeded : and no wonder. He was now an outcast, de-
barred from home and its happiness, and from religious
principles. He was young, and it was a rough storm at
the very beginning of his public life. He had nothing left
but God’s love. Thank God, %e¢ kad that !

Ver. 42.—Go in peace : Jonathan gave him his bless.
ing. Ae have sworn: he recalls the solemu covenant
they had made. They had pledged their word before the
Lord that there should be love between them, and their
children after them. It makes us better men and women to
read of such true love and unselfish generosity. IHe arose
and departed : that is, David hasted away, unseen by
any one, and escaped. Jonathan went into the
city : it was his duty to stay by his father, and he did his
duty—striving to forget the injuries done to hi-aself. Jona-
than is one of the noblest characters in all history.

PRACTICAL LESSNNS,

1. Expressions of love and fidelity between Christian
friends are not snares, but rather helps.

2. Tears are mingled on earth (ver. 41); but all tears are
wiped away in heaver. (Is. 25: 8.)

3. There can be no true friendship that will last * for
ever,” unless the parties can traly say :the Lord is *‘be-
tween me and thee,” (Ver. 42.)

4. One of the parts of David’s example safest for us to
follow is his choice of friends.

Dec. 16,

= .} DAVID SPARING HIS ENEMY, {rSm=

GoLpEN TeEXT.—¢‘ But I say unto you, love your
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to
them that hate you, and pray for them which
despitefully use you and persecute you.”—Matt.
544

CexTrRAL TRUTH.—The merciful may expect
mercy.

CoxNEZTION.—After our last lesson, David fled to Gath ;
but being in danger, pretended madness, and escaped. He
then dwelt in the cave Adullam, Here his father’s family
joined him, being, no doubt, in danger from Saul. David
sent his parents to Moab. A band of men gradually gath-
ered around David. After many adveatures, at Keilab and
elsewhere, and being hard pressed by Saal, they escaped
danger by Saul’s being suddenly called away to repel an in-
vasion by the Philistines. After driving away the Phiiis-
tines, Saul returns to search for David.
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Nores.—W ilderness of En-gedi: A wild, desolate
and mountainous district op the western coast of the Dead
Sea, and about thirty-five miles to the touth-east of Jerusa-
lem. Rocksof the wild goats: Some points in this
wilderness of En-gedi that abound iz high, steep cliffs, ter-
rible precipices and deep gorges. It reccived its name. no
doubt, from the fact that it was a place of resort for the ibex
or Syiian wild-goat. Sheep-cotes: The caves, of which
this region is full, were used by the shepherds to todge their
sheep in, shelter them from the heat of noonday and from
storms.

1. Pursuit of David.—Ver. 1.—Saul was re-
turned : going back to his capital, Gibecah of Benjamin.
The wilderness of En-gedi : on the westemn side of the
Dead Sea. The site of the ancient town is identified by a
fine fountain (“‘}{Fountain of the Xi2"), and some ruins.

Ver. 2.—Three thousand chosen men : chose them
from the army with which he had pursued the Philistines.
Miserable work for brave mea! Rocks of the wild
goats : the name En-cdi suggested goats ; and, no doubt,
wild goats were there found—as even occasionally now.
(See Robinson.)

Vev. 3.—To the sheep-cotes: enclosures connected
with caves ; and the caves themselves—of which there are
great numbers—were used in storms and cold to selter sheep.
Doubtless David was well acquainted with most of these
caves. Saul went in: Saul entered the very cave where
David was. Oane entering a cave can see nothing at first,
but those within can see toward the light quiet well. Saul
saw no one, but was seerr.  In the sides of the cave:
Caves are generally very irregular in their outlines, and men
could easily conceal themselves.

I1.—DAviDp SPARING HIs ENEMYV.—Ver. 4.—The men
of David said to him: there waswhispering in the depths
of the cave. David’s men, knowing something of the Lord’s
promises to David, judged that this was opporturity to
kill Saul, and seize the kingdom, 2nd bring these promises to
pass. But we must not “ do evil that good may come.”
And cut off theskirt of Saul’s robe : we must sup-
pose he had iaid aside his robe or upper garment. David pro-
bably with his siword (swords are very skarp in the East;
our soldiers keeP their swords very du//), stealthilv cut oft
a part of Saul's royal robe. The purpose wiil presently
appear.

Ver. 5, 6.—David’s heart smote him : He wished
to exhibit some svidence of Saul’s being in his power ; yet
what he had done seemed now an indignity and an injury.
And he said unto his men : he told them his thoughts.
Saul was king, and he (David) should have respected him,
as well as spared his life. Conscientious David ! Unstable !
Saul! It is not dithcult to see which we should follow,

Ver. 7—David stayed his servants : held back his
lawless followers from touching Saul. It must have been
good training for David to govern such men. And what 2
restraint he must have put on his own impetuous spirit.
(His brother once taunted him about “his pride, zad the
haughiiness of his heart,” 17:28.)

II1.—DaviD's ADDRESS TO SavuL,—Ver. 8.—Cried
after Saul : his purpose in cutting off a part of Saul's robe
was that he could have czidence to present to him that while
he might have killed him, he did not ; thus seeking to dis-
arm Saul’s hatred, by returning him good for evil. David
stooped with his face to the earth: a safe distance
probably being between them, David calls to the king ; and
when he looked round, David did humble obeisance, and ad-
dressed hirm.

Ver. 9.— VA herefore hearest thou men’s words ?
David assumes (what was perhaps the fact) that men spoke
slanderously against him to Saul. How careful should we

be of our words.

Ver. 16.—This day thine eyes have seen : Saul
has just left the cave ; and now he sees David standing at
the same cave’s mouth. There could be no doubt about his
narcow escape. I will not put forth mine hand
against my lord : Saul had not been so merciful. But
David’s rule was to please God, and not his own passions,

Ver. 11.—Yea, see the skirt of thy robe: he ap-
peals to this, to show how near to Saul he had been, and yel
kad not slain him. Yet thou huntest my s 41 : with.
out a cause, Saul sought David's death. ** Soul " is here to
be taken in the sense of ¢“life.”

Ver. 12.—The XLord judge: David would leave it to
God to decide matters between them. Avenge roe of
thee : not wishing for vengence, but simply that the Lord
would take his part. See the use of this word in the Nes
Testament—parable of the ubjust judge (‘‘do me justice”)

Ver. 13.— Wickedness proceedeth from th
wicked : There were more ancient times than those ¢
David. This was an old proverb, meaning ** A wickei
man may be expected to do a wicked thing ; but 7 will nc]
do this wicked thing 1

Ver 14.—After whom dost thou pursue? Dav:
compared himself to ** a dead dog,” which could bite an
injure no one ; and to “ a flea "—something perfectly insig
nificant ; and hints that hunting such was beneath the wis
dom and dignity of a king.

Ver. 15.—The Lord therefore be judge : he leavs
his case with God. Plead my cause: the same purpo:
as above. ‘' Avenge me,” Nothing vindictive, but a fait
ful trust in God.

IV.—SavuL’s CONFESSION.—Ver. 16.—Saul lifted u
his voice and wept : he was overcome by the generosi}
of David. David did as he would be done by—he spard
Saul’s life.  Saul did according to his own evil nature, arf
would have killed David. Buta true repentence does 13
ge back again, as in the case of Saul, to the old sins.

Ver. 17.—Thou art more righteous than I : 53
could not but acknowledge how much better David i
acted than himself. After all he bad a concicrce ; and for
time allowed th: Holy Spirit to guide his conscience.

PRACTICAL LESSONS,
1. David made a better king from having known advl

sity. It is often a better friend than continued prosperity.

2. Three thousand warriors to capture David and his
men. Great efforts for small ends.

3. David would, all his life, be thankful he did not in;:i
Saul. Among our sweetest memories are the instances wh
God’s grace has enabled us to de what was right. 5§

4. Kindness, justice, and Christian generosity, will jus%
themselves, even in the conscience of an enemy,
Dec 23,

« -\ DEATH OF SAUL AND JONATHAN {*=§

GoiDEN TEXT.--““The wicked is'driven aw#
in his wickedness; butthe righteous hath hog
in his death.”—Prov,14: 32. ’

ConNECTION.—In our last lesson Saul and David pard
in peace. But Saul soon forgot his promises, and soi¥
David’s life as much as before. David bad many ad
tures, and much danger; and once again spared Saul’s %
when he might have slain him. The Philistines inv3g
Israel in great force ; and the battle on Mount Gilboa 1§
place, as in our lesson. o

1. DerraT AND DEaTH OF SavL.— Philisticll
fought against Israel : for ages these brave and po#g
ful epemies of Israel were ever ready to attack them. &
not they like our sins >—always at war with the soul. F
from before the Philistines: Saul was dispirdl
(28 : 20) and his men probably had little heart, and ¥
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Eded at the terrible onset of the horsemen and chariots of
Pthe Philistisges. (2 Sam. 1: 6.) In Mount Gilboa :
1500 or 600 reet above the plain or valley. Probably took
fto the heights to escape the chariots of the Philistines.

Ver. 2. Followed hard upon Saul and upon
Fhis sons: it is the policy of war to single out its leaders.
BNeison always attacked the admiral’'s ship. The most
Emighty men of the army would be around Saul, and per-
Bhaps it was the only point where desperate resistance was
gmade. The three sons named were all of the sons of Sau.,
B-xcept Ish-bosheth (or Esh-baal, 1 Chron. 8: 33).

B Ver. 3.—Battle went sore against Saul: some
Bead it that the whole weight of the battle was directed
fheainst Saul, which was very likely the case. The
tnrchers hit him : wounded by Paiiistine arrows.  Saul
vas older than we are apt to think. He was at least
geventy, probably near eighty.
Eorty (2 Sam. 2 : 10); and he had reigeed forty years. (Acts
g3: 21.) Poor old man; brave and despairing. He had
Worsaken God, and God had forsaken him.
# Ver. 4—Then said Saul unto his armour-
fpearer : the rabbies say it was Doeg. (22: 9, 18.) Per-
faps so. Draw thy sword: he asked his armour-
earer to kill him outright, that he might not be taken
frisoner to be disgraced or tortured. Sooner or later the
an who forsakes Cod finds his extremity. Saul took
R sword and fell upon it: the armour-bearer would
fot kill him, and he killed himself. The story told by the
Bimaiakite, in the next chaper, was aninvention. ‘What ke
@howed David he had cbtained by stripping the slain. (2
§:m. 1: 10.)

i Ver. 5, 6.—The armour-bearer, like his master, put an
#d to his own life.

Bh, bloody Gilboa! a curse ever lie

g Where the king and his people were slaughtered together ;
Riay the dew and the rain leave thy herbage to dry,

B Thy flocks to decay and thy forests to wither.—Anox.

¥ Ver. 7.—Other side of the valley : valley of Jez-
<1, lying north of Gilboa, on the west opening out in the
Blhiv of Esdraelon, and in the east descending to the Jor-
. Forsook the cities and fled: when they saw
gow the battle went they deserted a number of towns and
Btd ; the panic extending into, and perhavs beyond, the
#:dan valley. Came and dwelt in them: so terri-
i was the defeat of the Israclites that the Philistines took
Rbssession of many cities in the neighbourhood.

B 1I. BUriAL oF SavL AND His Sons.-—-Ver. §.—On
Bhe morrow : ay in many famous batiles (e.2. Flodden)
7t had put end to the fight, Next day the victors came
strip the slain and collect the spoil. Saul and his
aree suons: all dead upon the mountain. Jonathan was
doood man ; yet he suffered for his father’s sins (physical
8! only ; such is denounced in II. Commandment ; moral
il never so follows. (Ezek. 18: 20.)

jVer. 9.—They cut off his head: they practised
ghery indigoity upon the dead bodies of the king and his
n, and sent glowing messages of victory to their idol
faples and all theircities. They imagined they had gained
ciory over Jehovah Himself. Wicked and foolish men
think they can, with success, oppose God.

®Ve:. 10.—House of Ashtaroth: here they placed
Rul'saimour. David, in his lamentation, says: * Publish
finot in the streets of Askelon,” and as Herodotus, the
Eent and reliable Greek historian, mentions 2 most
Buous temple of Venus (same as Astarte or Ashtaroth) in
i:clon, we may judge it was there Szul's armour was taken.
RRthshan : thiscity was farther down the valley, toward the
B dan, which it overlooked. Here the bodies were fastened—
@her to the wall surrounding the city, or the wall or rocky

©.

His youngest son was |

because Scythians are supposed to have settled there 631
B. C. on their march to Egypt ; spoken of by Herodotus.
{See II. Maccabees, 12: 30, about *‘Jews who lived among
the Scythians.”)

Ver.11.—Jabesh.-(xilead : Jabesh was in a ravine op-
posite Bethshan, across the river, but visible from Bethshan.
Saul had once delivered Jabesh (1r: 9), aud the people
reverenced his memory.

Ver. 12—The valiant men arose : they determined
to make a night march and carry off the remains of Saul
and his sons. Went all night: distance, ten miles.
They probably crept up the ravine of a brawling stream,
immediately north of the citadel rock, and descended the
same on their return. Strange as it may seem to us the
- ancients never had the elaborate system of sentries, found
+ Ly the moderns so useful in war, Burnt therm : perhaps

because they were becoming cffensive, or to make sure they
would not be retaken. ¢ Cremation,” though a frequent
Roman custom, was not practised among the Jews.

Ver. 13.—Buried them under a tree: (or the
tree). A tree was a good mark for a grave. This was
some particular and well-known tree. ZLivingstone speaks
of his wife as sleeping beneath *‘a great boabzb tree,” on
the banks of the Zambesi, 100 miles from the sea. David
afterward removed the remains to the family sepulchre of
Kish, Saul’s father. {2 Sam. 21: 12.)) Fasted seven
days: made 2 public mourning for Saul. Fasting is

usually connected in the Scriptures with humiliation and
prayer,

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

1. See what Saul might have been, and what he made
bimself to be. He had every advantage, but his sin was
wilfulness and disobedience.

2. Even righteous Jonathan falls with rebellious Saul. A
man'’s sin brings evil upon his family as well as on himself.
How often is this the case with the drunkard? And who
makes the drunkard ?

3. David sinned, and Saul sinned. ¢ But David’s sins
sent him to the Mercy Seat; Saul’s sinssent him to the care
of Endor. There is the root of the difference between the
two."— Zaylor.

4.—David blessed the men of Jabesh-gilead, and we feel
like blessing them too. Kindness to the dead is a worthy
trait, and even for the unworthy dead we wish to forget
their evil, even as we hope others will forget ours.

5. From this history we may learn that the disobedient
man will grow worse and worse ; and that his doom will at
last overtake him. Saul saw a good old age, with respect
to years, but without honour, because without humility.
And God’s wrath, suspended long, overtook him at Iast.

SLAIN.

REVIEW. { ss8s.

GoLpex TEXT.—*The Lord therefore be judge.”
—I Sam. 24 : I5.

CenTrRAL TRUTH.~The Lord discerns between
the righteous and the wicked,

i AUL
SAUL’S ARMOURBEARER
| AUL'S MEN

Dec. 30. }

LESSONS FROM THE FACTS OF SCRIPTICGRE STUDIED DURING
THE QUARTER.

I. THE IMPORTANCE OF FIDELITY IN OFFICIAL POSI»

110N.—I. In the parental relation ; scen in the case of Elitte

high priest. () The act of unfaithfulness ; his indulgence to-

@it of the citadel. Besthshan was after called Scythopolis,

ward hissons. (1 Sam. 2:29 and 3:13.) (6) The evils results
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ing therefrom ; {1) others made to sin (1 Sam. 2: 17, 29} ; (2)
defeat, slaughter, and the capture of the ark, {Sam. 4:10.18.)

2. In the kingly office ; illustrated in the career of Saul.
{2} The unfaithfulness consists in his failure to carry out the
commands of the Lord 5 (1) in his impatience at Gilgal (1
Sam. 13:12, 13}; (2) in not destroying the Amalekites
completely (1 Sam. 15: 12-26). (&) The consequences are :
(1) his own rejection (1 Sam, 15:23-26); {2) the defeat at
Gilboa (1 Sam. 3r: I, etc.).

3. Ia the prophetic and judicial office, as seen in the case
of Samuel. () As prophet; (1) he rebukes sin fearlessly
{See 1 Sam. 12:16-20; 1 Sam. 15: 19, 22, 23} ; (2} exhorts
to repentence (1 Sam. 7 : 3). (4} As judge is impartial and
upright. (1 Sam. 12: 5.) {2} The consequences are : {1) the
esteem and fear of the people (1 Sam, 12 : 4, 18}; (2} the
turning of the people from idolatry, and their deliverence
out of impending danger. (1 Sam. 7 : 4, 10-23.}

II. GoD's WAYS ARE RETTER THAN MAN'S OWN CHOOS-
ING.—1. Man’s choosing illustrated in the people’s demand
for a king (1 Sam. 8: 1-10). (@) The result shows the folly
of pursuing a course that God does not approve ; {1) Saul’s
conduct toward David and his son Jonathan altogether un-
becoming a king ; {2) his disobedience toward God and his
folly toward David resulted in the catastrophe at Gitboa, (1
Sam 31: 1-7.}

2, God's choosing as seen in the appointment of David.
{2} David is God’s choice, having been: (1) sought out by
him {1 Sam, 13: 14) ; (2} poioted out (r Sam, 16: 3, 12) ;
{3) fitted out with the Spirit. {1 Sam. 16: 13.) (5} The wis-
dom of God evident from ihe whole history ot David ; for——
(1) he saves Israel from reproach and defeat by slaying the
champion of the Philistines (x Sam. 17: s8-51); {2} con-
ducts himself wisely everywhere, (1 Sam. 18: 1-16.}

II1. THE NOBILITY OF LOYE AND THE MEBANNESS OF
HATRED.~—1. The love of friendship—Jonathan’s for David.
{a) Loved the man whom his father hated. {1 Sam. 20: 32-
42} (6) Loved the man who would supplant him on the
throne. {1 Sam. 23 : 17; 20: 31.) {¢) Loved him for his ex-
cellence of character and his brave and noble conduct. {1 Sam.
19:4.5)

2. The love of disinterestedness; exemplified in the career
of Samuel. {a) Does not consider himself or his family
when the people ask for a king. {x Sam. 8: 5, etc.) ()
Instru:ts the people how to secure prosperity, and promises
to pray for them, ete. (1 Sam, 12: 14, 23.) {¢) Grieves for
Saul when rejected of the Lord. {1 Sam. 15:11;16:1.)

3. The meanness of hatred, as seen in the course of
Saul toward David. ({e) Hates the man that saved him and
his army from the taunis and power of the Philistines. (1
Sam. 17:38-51.) {6) That ministers to him iz his men-
tal disorder. (1 Sam. 16: 23; 18: 10} () That holds a re-
lation to the king entitling him to his esteern and love, {1
Sam. 18 :27, 28.) (d) That possessed qualities of heart
and performed deeds of heroism that endeared him to the
‘whole nation. {1 Sam. 18: 5, 16.) (¢) That spared the life
of the man that hunted his soul to take it. (1 Sam.24 :1-17.)

A LESSONK ON MAISSIONS,

[Optional lesson instead of a review.]
Read Matt, 10: 1-26 ; Luke 10 1-r2, 17-24.

GOLDEN TEXT.—% God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Ghost and with power; who went
ebout doing good, and healing all that were op-
presaed of the devil.”--Acts 10: 38.

CeNTRAL TRUTH.—]esus our example in missionary
work,

PLAN OF THE LESSON.—An iateresting and profitable way
of conducting a class exercise on the topic of missions is
to- adopt the conversational method. The teacher, how-

ever, should not do all the talking, and to heip the scholars
to say something which will aid in deepening their-in-
terest in missions, they may be divided into groups of
twos and twos ; each group of two being requested to come
prepared to give information on some particular branch of
mission duties and work.
The subject of misssions may be treated under three
heads :
I. THE COMMAND FOR MISSONS,
II. ‘THE FIELD OF MISSIONS.
II1, THE SUCCESS OF MISSIONS.

1. Tne CoMMAND rokr Missons.—Scripture texts set.
ting forth the biblical idea of mission work, and the duty
of Christians to engage in it. 1In the younger classes thiz
way be most effectively done by giving the names of those
noticed in the Bible as engaged in missionary service, as
Peter, Steven, Philip, Paul, Barnabas, Mark, Timothy, Apol
los, and especially the Lord Jesus. Call on the class to recite
the Golden Text, the Central Truth, ard the great com-
mand of Christ. (Matt. 28: 19, 20.) Give a brief sketch of
the missionary labours of any of the apostles or their co-
labourers, noticing the encouragements and the great gdif-
ficulties and discouragements they had as compared with
modern missionary workers,

II. THE FieLD oF Missions.—The scholars will be
glad to look up and group the facts under this head
For example, one group of two scholars may be asked to
ascertain the number of professing Christians in all the
churches of America. From this it w.ll be partially seen
how large is the feld of Zome missione,

But to complete the view, another group of two may
be required to ascertain the probable number of schelars
in the Sabbath schools of America, and how many are
not yet gathered into them, This will show the extent of
the Sunday school mission field at home., A third
group of two may present facts to show the extent
of the mission field in Europe, Asia, and Africa;
another group the same facts in regard to North America
and South America, and still avother, the mission field of
the islands of the sea.

IIT. THE Success oF Missions.—The gleaning of facts
respecting the success of missions- will be a most interest:
ing work for older scholars. Ope can gain the results of
Home Mission work for the past year, or for ien years;
another those of any one of the leading Awmerican foreigs
missionary societies, or all the priccipale obes; another
those of the chief British missionary organizatious; a fourlhy!
those of Continental societies; while a fifth may give
some special facts as to the remarkable results of rissions m
the Sandwich Islands, or in Madagascar.

[THEWORLD FORCHRIST,

PRIZE BIBLE QUESTIONS,

The three questions given below complete the series for
this year, We shall not, aslast year, send out special shees
for the answers; they can be written on an ordisary sheet
of foolscap paper, each answer numbered as the questios
appeared in Tie INDEPENDENT., All must be in by the
25th December. It will not be possible to give the results
before the February number.

The conditions are as follows : The competitors must bt
under twenty-one years of age, and must not have received
help from anyone ; the Scripture reference or references muk
always be given in replying to the questions; the followis
must be appended to every set of answers: ‘1 am unda
-—-years of age. Theabove replies are given without helf
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from any person.” [Signature.] Direct the envelope con-
taining your replies as follows :

{ Prize Questions. )

CANADIAN INDEPENDENT,
P, O. Box 2,648,
"TORONTO,

We trust that we shall have a large number of answers to
these questions, and this be encouraged to continue them
another year.

‘The prizes promised are three—in books of the value res-
pectively of FOUurR Dorrars, THREE DoOLLARS, and Two
Dorrars. Each of those who received prizes for last year's
questions expressed themselves as much pleased with their
books ; in fact, the selection was left to themselves, and
through having the privilege of wholesale rates we were
able to give considerably above the values mentioned as the
regular rates.

QUESTIONS FOR DECEMBER,

34. Give the first utterance of praise to God recorded in
e Bible.

35. Quote the first reward of faith in Christ narrated in
the Gospels.

36. There ic one, and ore oniy, mention in the Bible of
a certain evergreen tree, Quote it.

&Y hildren’s GElorner.
LUTHER'S SNOW SONG.

On a cold dark night, when the wind was
blowing hard and the snow was failing fast,
Conrad, a worthy citizen of a little town in
Germany, sat playing his flute, while Ur-
sula, his wife, was preparing supper, when he
heard some one singing outside—

“Fozes to their holes have gone,
Bvery bird unto itz nest;
But I wander here alone,
And for me there is no rest.”

Tears filled the good man’s eyes as he said :
*What a fine, sweet voice! What a pity it
should be spoiled by being tried in such
weather !”

“1 think it is the voice of a child. Let us
pen the door and see,” said his wife, who had
ost a Jittle boy not long before, and whose
eart was opened to take pity on the little
anderer,

Conrad opened the door and saw a ragged

ild, who said :

“ Charity, good sir, for Christ’s sake!”

“Core in, my little one,” said he. “You
hall rest with me for the night.”

The boy said, “ Thank God,” and entered.

The heat of the room made him faint, but
Ursula’s kind care soon revived him. They
gave him some supper, and then he told that
he was the son of a poor miner, and wanted
to be a scholar. He wandered about and
sang, and lived on the money people gave
him. His kind friends would not let him
talk much, but sent him to bed. When he
was aleep they looked in upon him, and were
so pleased with his pleasant countenance that
they determined to keep him, if he was will-
ing. In the morning they found that he was
only too glad to remain with them.

They sent him to school, and afterwards he
went into a monastery. There, one day, he
found & Bible, which he read, and learned the
way of life. The sweet voice of the little
singer became the strong echo of the good
news—" Justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Conrad and Ursula, when they took that lit-
tle street-singer into their house, little thought
that they were nourishing the great champion
of the Reformation. Thc poor child was
Martin Lutker! “Be not forgetful to enter-
tain strangers.”

The following is the whole of the song
which Luther sang on that memorable night:

Lord of heaven! lone and sad,
I would lift my heart to Thee;
Pilgrim iu 8 foreign land,
Gracious Father, look on me.
I gball neither faint nor dis,
While I walk beneath Thine eye.

1 will stay my faith on Thee,
And will never fear to tread
Where the Saviour-Master leads ;
He will give me daily bread.
Christ was hungry, Christ was poor—
He will feed me from His stoue.

Foxes to their holes bave gone,
Every bird unto its nest ;
But I wander here alone,
And for ma thete is no rest.
Yet I neither faint nor fear,
Por the Saviour Christ is here.

+£ 1 live, He'll be with me;
1f 1 die, to Him I go.
He'll not leave me, J wﬂI trust Him,
And my heart no fear chall know.
Sir and sorrow 1 defy,
For on Jesus I rely.
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HOW TO LIVE.

He liveth long who liveth well !

All other life is short and vain;
He liveth longest who can tell

Of living most for heavenly gain.

He liveth long who liveth well !
All else is being flung away ;

He liveth longest who can tell
Of things truly done each day.

Waste not thy being ; back to Him
‘Who freely gave it freely give ;

Else is that being but a dream ;
"Tis but to be and not to live,

Be what thou seemest! live thy creed!
Hold up to earth the torch divine;
Be what thou prayest to be made ;
Let the great Master’s steps be thine.

Sow truth, if thou the truth wouldst reap;
‘Who sows the false shall resp the vain;
Erect and gound thy conscience keep ;
From hollow words and deeds refrain.

Sow love and taste its fruitage pure ;
Sow peace and reap its harvest bright ;

Sow sunbeams on the rock and moor,
And reap a harvest-home of light.

A ROMISH PROCESSION IN ITALY.

In a late number of an Italian newspaper,
there is a description of a procession called
the Dei Disciplinate. It is one of the cus-
toms of Good Friday recently practised in
the country of Roccatideright in Italy, but it
reads more lilke a barbarous record of the
Middle Ages. In the procession there are
some twenty or thirty, sometimes many more,
barefnoted individuals, with their faces coan-
cealed in white hoods having only two holes
corresponding to the eyes. Among the dis-
ciplinantt specially, the great part consists of
young people between fifteen and twenty-five
years, but there are not wanting children of 1it-
tle more than ten. Each isarmed with a double
instrument for penance. One, called the horse-
shee, is in the shape of a stirrup-strap with
many thin parts and strips of iron. With
this they beat themselves on the back until

from the shoulders the red and livid spots
unite in one long Lruise. At a point there
enters on the scene the other instrument called
the spurs, formed of a bundle of little rods.
in the centre of each of which is secured a
long pin bent to a hook (Popery is always ex-
pressed in instruments of cruelty). If the
horseshoe beats and bruises the flesh, the spurs
pierce and tear it, and after a very little the
blood flows freely in streaks on their white
cloaks. Thereafter the procession ‘returns to
the church, and, as in this country and during
these days the churches are open all night
long, the trampling and crowding can easily
be imagined, especially of women and chil-
dren, to see the end of the disciplining whick
now proceeds with more force than ever in
the centre of the church before the Cross or
the image of the dead Christ (the peculiar
Jesus of the Church of Rome). To increase
the pain, a colleague, before they are dressed,
washes their backs with a sponge soaked in
hot vinegar and salt, a proceeding which ex-
torts exclamations from them very different
from prayers. Poor Italy ! What need she has
of the Gospel ! These horrid cruelties are all
that many know of the benign religion of
the Cross.

A WORTHY RECORD.

The late Queen Ranavola of Madagascar,
on being asked to order the immediate ex-
pulsion of the Jesuits said: “The French
say we are only barbarians, but we ave Chris-
tians, and we must remember that we are so,
and must act as becomes Christians. The
French gave our {riends at Majunga an hour.
We will give these people five days, and not
a hair of their heads must be harmed. If
they cannot get palanquin bearers I will pro-
vide them, and will send a guard, who will
see them safe to Tamatave.” She was 2
Christian queen.

BE truthful in word and act.



