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The Thirty-ninth Annual Meeting of the 

members of the above Company was held 
at the Office of the Company, Richmond 
otreet, on Wednesday, the first day of 
February, 1899. T. E. Robson, President, 
was called to the chair. The following re
port was read by the Secretary :

DIRECTORS’ REPORT.
« The annual report of the Board of Di

rectors was read by Mr. D. C. Macdonald, 
as follows :—
“ To the members of the London Mutual 

JTire Insurance Company of Canada:
“ The directors have now the pleasure 

of presenting you with the 39th annual ré
port of the business of the company, and 
have to congratulate you, as they do them
selves, on the satisfactory results of the 
business for 1898, as compared with a few 
of the preceding years. Your board place 
before you a full and explicit standing of 
the company as at the 31st of December, 
and with confidence submit the same to 
your consideration, and that of the public, 
and do not for a moment doubt a favorable 

. verdict as the result.
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“ Policies.—The total number of poli
cies written during the year was 17,558.
Of these 15,287 cover farm and dwelling 
property, and 2,271 are on general busi
ness. The total amount written was $19,- 
279,236.

“ Financial Statement. — Appended 
hereto is the financial statement of the 
company, showing a considerable sum of 
money in the bank, on hand and in course 
of transmission, and a corresponding re
duction in the item of balances due by 
agents. Your auditor, an experienced ac
countant, Mr. John Overell, audits tho 
company’s books each week, and reports 
the result at every monthly board meet
ing. The capital account shows an in
crease over last year of $14,909.

“Expenses op Management.—As will ^ 
be seen, notwithstanding the immense 
business done, the total expenses only 
show a percentage of about 28 per cent., a 
rate far below the estimate.

“Losses.—The amount paid for losses 
occurring during the year was $113,867.57 
and for losses that had occurred, but had not 
been adjusted in the preceding year, $5,- 
924.60, a total of $119,792.17. As com
pared with 1897 the losses have fallen off 
by $14,096.27. This your directors ac
count for in a very marked degree in hav
ing a closer inspection of risks and writing 
off all that did not appear to come up to 
a proper standard, and although there is 
very much yet to be done in this direction, 
your board intend to follow up the path 
they have laid out until success is at
tained.

2



rFIRE INSURANCE CO.

“ On the subject of losses your board 
refer you to the report of the fire inspec
tors appended hereto, giving the cause and 
origin of all fires as nearly as could be as
certained. This report will be found very 
interesting, compiled as it is, by gentlemen 
who have given all their time and atten
tion to the subject, and who have had op
portunities possesred by few to thoroughly 
understand the question. Your board 
would only touch on one matter in refer
ence to the cause of rural fires, and by 
which you suffer great loss. This is the 
use of steam threshing engines. This 
would not be specially noticed but for the 
fact that a remedy can be had at a very lit
tle expense, to save you from heavy loss.
By the aid of a jack, with rope transmit
ter, the engine can be placed at such a 
distance from your buildings and in such 

direction as may be desired, with almost 
absolute safety from accidents by fire.
The only objections made are from the 
threshers themselves, who, simply to save 
themselves trouble, make a plea that it is 
inconvenient to carry the jack. If the 
farming community, who are the parties 
really interested, would insist on the use 
of these jacks or transmitters, then they 
would speedily come into use, for it must 
be borne in mind that at time of threshing 
the outbuildings are filled with the sea
son’s crop, and in the event of loss the • 
insured himself has only a small protec
tion.

“ Legislation. — Your directors have 
from year to year, in conjunction, with 
other companies, endeavored in the inter-Jl

poli-
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THE LONDON MUTUAL

est of all honest insurers, to have the very 
unsatisfactory insurance laws changed, but 
without success so far. The law of con
tract, so far as insurance companies are 
concerned, has been entirely ignored by 
those in Parliamentary authority, and the 
result is that honest insurers are obliged 
to pay dishonest claims. A quasi promise 
of relief was made by the Government be
fore the general election, and the sincerity 
of such promise will be tested at the com
ing session of the Legislature, to have an 
act passed, so plainly worded that those 
who run may read and thoroughly recog
nize the position they occupy. The yearly 
fire waste of the country is required as a 
statistic, and this can be obtained by a law 
requiring the registration of fires in the 
same manner/ and at no more expense, 
than the law now requiring the registra
tion of births, marriages and deaths—a 
marshal or fire inspector to be attached to 
the insurance department at Toronto, to 
make the office useful, and a change in the 
statutory conditions. Were these sugges
tions adopted the cost of insurance, in the 
opinion of your board, would be materially 
reduced and a great saving in law expenses 
would naturally follow.

“The agents of the company, as a rule, 
have done well and deserve your thanks.

“Three directors now retire by rota
tion. They are Mr. Sheriff Brown, 
Messrs. Geary and Robson, but who are all 
eligible for re-election.

Respectfully submitted,
D. C. Macdonald,

Manager.

i

i

1

T. E. Robson,
President.

4

x

g
(SV

S



FIRE INSPECTORS’ REPORT.
“ To the President and Board of Directors 

of the London Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company of Canada :
“ Gentlemen,—Your inspectors beg 

leave to report that during the past year 
they have inspected and reported on 594 
claims against the company. Twenty- 
three of the claims, amounting to $4,- 
280.35, were rejected by the board, leaving 
571 adjusted (after deductions made in 
them) at $124,585.15 up to the 31st of De
cember, 1898. The actual amount which 
occurred in the year was $117,678.03.

“ Of the amount passed we find :—

81 From unknown causes 
131 From defective chimneys, pipes, fur

naces and stoves...............................
134 From lightning to buildings and con

tents ...................................................
97 From lightning to animals in the fields.
22 From incendiary causes..........................
29 From other buildings burning...............
9 From steam threshers............................

22 From lamps, lanterns and candles....... .
2 From chandeliers.....................................

24 Frum careless handling of matches.......
2 From electric wires.................................
2 From railway engines..............................
4 From running fires.................................
2 From tramps ...........................................
1 From hot air fan ....................................
2 From smoke houses.................................
1 From burglars..........................................
1 From burning wood pile........................
2 From pipe smoking..................................
2 From gas jets...........................................
1 From gas stove.........................................

$ 36,207 65

27,793 49

21,868 19 
2,042 40 
9,968 42 
8,162 62 
7,184 00 
4,629 39 
1,606 00 

963 96 
911 00 
726 (2 
668 87 
600 00 
601 81 
285 00 
283 66 
200 00 
187 00

$124,686 15671
5
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THE LONDON MUTUAL

“ Of the above losses 52 were on gen
eral business, amounting to $19,555.49.

‘‘ We got back from reinsurance $18, 
and returned by one of the Melancthon 
firebugs, $287.

“ Unknown causes head the list with a 
heavy increase, which is much to be re
gretted, as many of them are of a suspi
cious nature. Defective chimneys and 
pipes show another decline this year, and 
a still greater reduction ought to be the 
case if the assured would examine chim
neys, flues and pipes carefully before set
ting up their stoves.

“ Lightning was h 
buildings suffering as 
year.

“ Fires from lanterns and lamps are 
hardly one-fourth as heavy as last year, 
and they might still be reduced with care
ful handling. Lanterns and lamps are the 
farmers main light, and they should make 
them responsible for as small a damage as 
possible.

“ Incendiary causes have declined, and 
so have fires from tramps.

“ We have had some heavy losses from 
steam threshers.

“Our losses on the genera* branch have 
decreased, although our business has great
ly increased and on the whole has left us 
a very handsome surplus.

“All of which is respectfully submitted.
“(Signed,) Lauchlin Lbitch,

D. Weismiller,

Inspectors. ”

{
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!FIRE INSURANCE CO.

ti gen-
49. FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
3 818,
icthon RECEIPTS, 1898.

Cash balance from 1897
From agents...................
Assessments...................
Interest...........................
Assessments in advance
Old assessments...........
Transfer fees.................
Suspense account........
Money returned for loss
Extra premium.............
Rents...............................
Bills receivable...............
Cancelled policies.........
Reinsurance...................
Steam thresher license.,

$ 297 46
114,661 28 
98,756 98 
3,193 61 

612 48 
602 79 
378 96 
330 00 
287 00 
268 32 
243 00 
150 00 
35 95 
18 00

with a 
be re- 
auspi- 
a and 
r, and 
be the 
chim- 
e set-

l 00many
worst Total $219,636 88

DISBURSEMENTS, 1898.a are 
year, 
care- 

re the 
make 
ge as

Molsons Bank over-draft...............................
Adjusted losses of 1897...................................
Losses paid of 1898.....................................
Commission te agents...................................
Salaries—officials, clerks and auditor.........
Loss inspection and inspectors' salaries...
Bills payable....................................................
Printing, advertising and stationery...........
Law expenses..................................................
Re-insurance.
Postage.........  8.................................
Directors' fees...................... .
Paid agents in settlement of accounts
Incidental expenses...............................
Returned premium................................
Rents and taxes................................
Office furniture, Goad’s plans.............
Interest....................................................
Agency inspection.................................
Water, fuel and light................. ........
Provincial license fee....................
Dominion Government inspection
Bank commission............................
Gratuities....... ..............................
Cash in Molsons Bank...................
Cash in treasurer’s hands.......

. $2,368 69 

. 6,924 60
. 118,867 67 
. 30,371 71 
. 10,725 83 
. 6,122 84 .
. 20,000 00 

2,067 86 
2,384 79 
2,350 39 
2,084 47

1

and»

1.772 
1.611 76 

642 27 
671 87 
673 12 
514 60 
471 78 
182 66 
121 64 
160 00 
88 38 
91 80 
36 00 

14,786 36 
956 66

35from

have 
;reat- 
ft us

tted.
JH,

ors. ”
Total $219,636 88
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THE LONDON MUTUAL

CAPITAL ACCOUNT.

tSSBTi.
Amount available of premium

notes........................................
Amount due on assessment No. 36

No. 37 
No. 38

r
MIN$242,080 83 

3,264 63 
29,991 06 
15,351 34 
6,297 65 
2,004 01 

155 00

it Th« U

Balance due from agents
Bills receivable*!... ....
City of St. Thomas debentures, 

par value, $22,600, market
value.........................................

Town of Tilsonburg debentures 
par value, $6,500, market
value........................................

Ontario Loan and Debenture Co 
par value, $13,260, market
value........................................

Huron and Erie Loan and Savings 
Co., par value, $13,260, mar
ket value...............................

Accrued interest on debentures.. 
Real estate, including office build

ing ...................................
Cash in Molsons Bank........... 7.7!
Cash in treasurer's hands! !".!!!’.!

Total....

were
Thi

the cl 
and o 
by Vi 
ly ad

$24,677 60

7,263 75
Tw

gUB ft
len,
meeti

18,260 oo 1

18,260 00
MrI*58,361 26 

402 67

14,110 81 
14,786 36 

956 66

i ficatic
which
manaj
their
thank
faithfi

$386,760 27
Liabilities.

L°”l899ijU8ted 1898 but not due until Mr.

f10,717 58 motio
She 

and C 
Board

Net surplus of assets $376,042 69

‘‘Audited, compared with the books, 
and found correct as above set forth. A

“Signed,) John Overell,

“Auditor.
agentf 
St. T1-

“ London, 28th January, 1899.”

At i
T. E. 
and A

8
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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING.

The minutes of the last general meeting 
were adopted.

The President, T. E. Robson, occupied 
the chair. The several reports were read 
and on motion of the President, seconded 
by Vice-Pres. Campbell, were unanimous
ly adopted.

Two claims for losses made by An
gus McKay, of Stayner, and James Wha
len, of Biddulph, were referred by the 
meeting to the Board with power.

Mr. Dan. Mackenzie expressed his grati- ' 
fication at the splendid showing made, 
which he said was the result of careful 
management. The officials must have done 
their work well. He moved a vote of 
thanks to the manager for his long and 
faithful services.

Mr. Angus Campbell seconded, and the 
motion was unanimously adopted.

Sheriff Brown, St. Thomas ; John Geary 
and Capt. Robson were, re-elected to the 
Board of Directors.

A vote of thanks was 
agents, on behalf of whom 
St. Thomas, replied.

!
J.

passed to the 
Mr. Roche, of

,361 26 
402 67

,110 81 
786 36 
956 66

760 27

717 58

)42 69

K)ks,
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itor.
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the LONDON MUTUAL *
l

UST OF AGENTS, NO.

43 O. J
44 J. h
45 T. A
46 J. A
47 Jam
48 Rich
49 Johi
50 D. C 
61 Adai 
52 J. B. 
63 H. T

According to amount of premiums
—1898.

NO. namk.
1 J. W. Metzler.
2 S. E. Parnall
3 H. A. Shaw .
î f»/ D!îî!ke ■•V.V.V.V.® Andrew Christie........
7 «S' Hetherington......
7 A. W. Burwell..
8 Thomas Leitch

>’a»SS?-v'I ;l

I J? Frank McClory..'
14 C. A. Bertrand.
16 Less Cliff..
16 G. E. R. WilaoD. ;...................
17 Mac M. Black. ................
j |"h:
ifjSrXS0*"1""”-"'-'-''-

23 w r- Middleton.
SfvfkSg--..........

S SSKSf

W Pelton.......
i II«w-Holmeg-

™,iîp«...........

! giVSZTr--
•zt-ïÜIS!,Lre48“n

. 40 J. F. Burton F..............
41 Reuben G1,e;; ;•;;••• •
42 Wm. Calder .......

POST OFFiCK.

.............••••.. Napanee
..............St. Catharines

............Toronto **
...........Belleville 1
....... Winchester V „ e,
.........Mill brook J 54 Thor
.............London J- 65 Codj
• • Hamilton 5d John

• ......... Kerwood y*- 67 R. H
V.ctoria Square f 68 Jams
• • Moose Creek * V 69 T. L.

•.. Chatham C 60 L. J.
....Lindsay * 61 Welli

.........Courtright . 62 Geo.
Canning ton * 63 Chas.

-......... Col borne * 64 John
y„ôp• • ••••• • • • Springfield < 65 M. W
1.3 Cambridge St., Ottawa 66 R. W.

...Chatham 67 Gilbei

.. Pembroke 68 Thom

..Tecumseh 89 W. H
. El m vale 70 G. M

• Grimsby ! 71 Wm. <
.. Norwood 72 Silas g
St. Thomas J - 73 P. Mc I

Peterborough 74 J. E. (
...........Picton 1% H.

• Forest 76 Adam
King 77 James

Gananoque 78 Wm. 1
Mountain •® Jani68
Dunn ville 80 wm. H
...Orillia £1 i' F’ V

........ .Shetland 82 James

.........Cooks town SS David ..........DeserontS f4 J. Y. G
............ London 85 J. D. G

• ••Canard River 86 H. . T
•....... .Kingston i 87 T. H. B

....OsnabrückCenter * 88 D. F. R
............ Smith’s Falls 89 Charles

...................... Durham 90 J. A. Cl

v
«

e

••••see
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L FUiV IXSÇRAKGti CO. 

List of Agents— Continued

h

NO. NAM8.
43 O. A. Morse.........
44 J. H. Reekie..... *
45 T. A. Mayburry.......

i 46 J. A. Mackenzie.....
47 James Stanley.......
43 Richard Ewens.........
49 John Burnett........ .
50 D. Campbell............
51 Adam Hunt........ . .
52 J. B. Crafts .........

_____ , 53 H. T. Langford........
Mill brook 64 Thomas Long...........

65 Cody & Keith............
56 John A. Leitch.........
57 R. H. Murray...........
58 James Steele ...
69 T. L. Nagle........... ."
60 L. J. Brown...........
01 Wellington Finder.
02 Geo. C. Elliott..
63 Chas. Livingston ...." 
04 JohnMcLenaghan 
05 M. Wilkins*Son

f 60 R. W. Knight.........
07 Gilbert Bedford.........
08 Thomas McKim ...
69 W. H. Johnston.......
70 G. M. Furby.......
71 Wm. Carveth.........
72 Silas Shunk................
73 P. McPherson..........
74 J. E. Coates.......
75 G. H. Cook..............
70 Adam Schneider..* * * ’
77 James Cameron
78 Wm. Tindall............ . .
79 James Benson....
80 Wm. McMunn.......
81 J- F. Warbrick...........
82 James McLean...
83 David Jaques...,
84 J. Y. Caldwell......... .**
86 J. D. Gordon ....
80 H. . Taylor........." "
87 T. H. Hamilton ... ” "
88 D. S. Butterflefd ..
89 Charles Kershaw
90 J. A. Chapman .......

POST CiFIOS.

• • ......... Leamington
......... Fenelon Falls
................  Parkhill
...................... Servie
................  • - .Lucan
............ Chatsworth
.............. Courtland
.................. London

............ Palmerston

............. Dawn Mills
.................Brooklin
........... Port H. pe
...........Newmarket
.............. Bran: ford
............... Allenford
.......Vankletk Hill
• • • -Carleton Place
...........Wellington
...................Arthur
................. --Appin
.................Sayner
.................... Perth
.........Orangeville

...........Woot'stock
- -. -C rmpbellford
...........Shelburne
.................Whitby
...........Port Hope
..........  Millbrook
....... Wood bridge
............ Tiverton

.............. Pi escott
.............Ingereoll
...........Bornholm
.......... Strathroy
.........Walkerton
.............Bewdley
......... Cedar Hill
.................Bolton
.... Bowman ville
.................itxeter
............... Ottawa
.........Brampton
.......... Wyoming
• • .Grand Va*ley 
 Norwii h
.........Delaware
....... Port Elxin

-1898.

08T OFFlCK.

•. Napanee 
Catharines 
..Toronto * 
• Belleville 
Winchester

lv

•.London 
Hamilton 
Kerwood 
ia Square 
>se Creek 
Chatharo 
• Lindsay
mrtright 
inington 
Colborne 
ringfleld 
i Ottawa 
Chatham 
;m broke 
«cumseh 
El m vale 
Irimsby 
orwood 
Fhomas 
orough 
. Picton 
. Forest 
..King 
moque 
untain 
nn ville 
Orillia 
etland 
:stown 
aronto 
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River 
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Center 
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THE LONDON MUTUAL

List of A] - MContinued.

PKO. NA1IM
ai T n a j \ >vl POST OFPICK.
92 J." E.' MacLetm*...............N^V....................•• • Embro
93 Carl Kranz ................ Wj“* ........Mornston
94 M. A. Hallidayi*...............^ " ‘V\.......... •/;?er,,in
95 Miss F. Montgomery L.......... N*........ ®he8,t^ ,
96 P. J. Alison . - ••• Eenella 1
97 Wm. Johnston ....... - " ^«throy
93 R. L. Carwick.. .........3t. Marys
99 R. H. Harris........ ............*• PV — Carrie

100 Theo. McKenney... . .............. ' tr<'1 '-Newcastle
10L Henry Watson * _.............Lombardy
102 Wm. Logie ; “V........... f CV „VHlghgate
103 Charles Hamilton.'^AV ' . X • N^a«aweya
104 John Moffatt ......... X* • • • B|yth
105 S. Sherin..........'/TT...........V"-^• :• ,BeJlin106 Jos. Proctor._. *. Vi..........U*fc^Mfiekl .
107 W. C. McCall V ............!..............Holmesville
108 B. R. Higirins^NÂ! '’’’XJ...........................Simcoe
109 W. G. Bowline' " ........... Brucefleld110 T. H. George8.'.'........v ............... Mitchell
in b. s. cook.!........ V.!S£L ‘ ‘' X' x..........w pa'8|cy
j12 j. w. Eii’ott ” TV * •;•Fordwuh -1
113 Matthew East." ! * ' ^5?^ ' "V* * Bicho?ond Hill
114 F. F. McNabb.. ..........X'* ' *............Nashville
115 Henry Eilber.... ........V’V............Arnprior
116 John Campbell ... \ | • •Crediton
117 W. P. Grierson^:.*' Metropolitan
118 J. Killoran 1 - • ......... WinghamTy-.z&xggs
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TO MEMBERS.

The rates of insurance can be kept lower 
by reducing the number of fires. This is 
done by keeping your chimneys in good 
order, seeing that your stove-pipes are 
sound, well protected from wood by wrap
ping asbestos around tin thimbles when 
they are used through floors and parti
tions, etc., enter good brick chimneys, and 

cleaned regularly ; keep coal oil lan
terns as much as possible away from stables 
and out-buildings, and see that your neigh
bor observes these rules himself. You 
must remember that in case your neighbor 
has a loss, you are called upon to pay part 
of that loss by being charged a larger pre
mium (this is the case in all companies, 
both stock and mutual), and this is the 
rule, whether the neighbor is dishonest or 
not. If dishonest, it is your duty to give 
us notice. Your name will be kept confi
dential by us, and the same if you think 
your neighbor is over-insured, you should 
give us notice. Also bear in mind that we 
have a standing reward of $100 for infor
mation that will convict any person, amen
able to the laws of Ontario, of incendiarism 
by which this Company suffers.
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