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REVIEWS WORK OF SESSION

Premier McBride Sum* Up Remits AccomplUhed by Leg-

islature and Deals With Salient Features of

Many Important Measures Passed.

"It Is a little lato, is it tint?" qucriPd

Promirr Jtrnridc, as tlio rrprosPiitativo

of till' Ciilonist iiwkfd him for a re-

view (pf the work of the late session

of the legislature.

nettcr late than never," was the re-

sponse, "besidis, good things are al-

ways in season."

"I have no objection, if you have

not," wa.s the Premier's further re-

marli; "but," with a merry twinkle In

his eye, "if thf Jolonlsl is aecused of

piibli.^hinp belated news, the re.^pon-

sibllity is on you, not on me."

"We cheerfully accept the responsi-

bility," remarked the Colonist repre-

scnt.-itive, and, with this prologue, the

interview was proceeded with.

"There were two things about the

late session that especially pleased

me," began Mr. McBrlde. "The ttrst

was. It was short, sharp and decisive,

to use a familiar election phrase. The
second was that the average standard

of debate was higher than It ever has

bcLii in my experience o£ the House;

and, what Is still more gratifying, the

amenities of debate were, with a very

few exceptions, well observed."

"I suppose it might be well in deal-

ing with a general rev..3\7 of the woi k

of the session, which was •" a most

important character throughout, to

consider it under the dil'i:r2.i: heads

under which the various measures

might fall—such as fmanje, agricui-

ture, mining, labor, education, land,

timber, and so on."

The Treasury.

'•To begin with finance, the minister

In charge of that department, Captain

Victoria Colonist, May W, I'M'S.)

Tatlow, presented a hlRhiy gratifslng

budfiet, introduced one or two meas-

ures that have met with much favor,

and made announcements of other

good things in prospect. The care-

ful gu;ir(liunshi|) of the treasu.y, the

cxerci.se of economies In the public

service wherever possible, and the gen-

i ral reorganization of the finances, to-

gether with tlie opening up of new

.sources of revenue, have restored the

credit of the province, and placed it

higher than it ever was before; and

have also not only greatly imreased

the revenues and afforded substan-

tial surpluses, but have led to an ex-

traordinary reduction of debt In a very

short time. Theoe resulU have been

very gratifying to the government,

and 1 need not say to the country as

well. It has been possible, as a con-

sequence, to reduce taxation In sev-

eral directions, and to Increase the ap-

propriations for new and needed public

works. The province Is now in a pos-

ition in which It never was before to

prepare for the opening up of what I

have called 'New British Columbia,' to

undertake surveys on a considerable

and systematic basis, and to meet the

further responsibilities that the advent

of new lines of transcontinental rail-

ways will Impose, the nature of which

I need not discuss. As I have stated

on many previous occasions, the suc-

cess of our financial policy, the put-

t'ng to rest of political turmoil arising

out of unsett!ed conditions, and the

general trend of our legislation and

administration, have had a direct ef-

fect upon the activities of the coun-





try In restoring confidence and creat-
ing prosperity. We do not claim all

the credit for the good times we have
had, and the unexampled progress of
the past few years, but I do say the
governnii'tit ot the province. In the
w.^ya 1 have Indicated, has largely con-
tilbutfd to those ends."

Agrioultur*.

"Before leaving the work of Captain
Tatlow, It would be well to refer to his
other department, namely, that of ag-
riculture. The high honors obtained
by repeated exhibitions of fruit In the
middle west, and in Great Britain,
have greatly stimulated the Industry.
We know now that we have a com-
mercial future In fruit-growing all

our own In Canada, and I look to this
country becoming one of the very best
and greatest producers In the Empire.
A special feature of the policy of the
department has been to carefully guard
the fruit of the province from pests
and diseases of all kinds, and another
Is to encourage the best methods of
cultivation, packing and shipping.
These efforts have placed British Co-
lumbia In a very favored position In
the markets. Agriculture generally
has advanced with rapid strides. An
immense amount of information has
been furnished through the Bureau of
Provincial Information, and the De-
partment of Agriculture, In the form
of bulletins and otheiwlse In response
to enquiries, which are constantly on
the Increase."

"Notwitli.5iaiiuing the criticism di-
rected against the Government In con-
nection with its endeavors to supply
the pressing demands for farm labor,
through the agency of the Salvation
.Army, these have been productive of
excellent results. The recent arrivals
of immigrants, brought out by that
organization, liave all been located,
and io far as we know are giving good
satisfaction. The demand is for aUW
more, showing that we are supplying
a real need of the country. The mis-
take made by the critics of this move-
ment is In supposing that the gov-
ernment was displacing existing labor,
and aiding In reducing wages by com-
petition of newcomers We were very
careful in guarding the interests of
labor by restricting the arrangement
witli the Salvation Army to farm labor
and domestic help. There has been a
crying demand for several years for
labor to meet the special requirements
of the agricultural community, and It

was the bounden duty of the govern-
ment to do what It could to relieve

the situation.

Railway Legislation

"I presume. In the present circum-
stances, you would say that our legis-

lation with respect to railways was

amongst the most Important of the
s«>8sion, and I agret with you. The
act conllrming the agreement with the
Grand Trunk Pacific with reference to
the settling of terminals at Prince Ru-
pert, the recognition of the rights of
the province to the Indian reserve in
that vicinity, the excellent bargain
made whereby the province secures
participation In the values of real es-
tate, and at the same time guaranteed
the immediate construction of the rail-

way fror" this end, with purchase of
all supplies from our own people, are
nil considerations of great Importance,
and mean millions of money to British
(-'olumbla in the end, without, too,
coat to the Government. It Is true
that we give the Grand Trunk Pa-
cific exemption from taxation for ten
years in their main and branch lines,

but in the aggregate that will amount
to but a small proportion of the reven-
ues to be derived from real estate at
Prince Rupert. In a word, the pro-
vincial government was able to, and
did, secure to the province what the
Dominion government should have
.-itipuiated for four years ago and did
not. The federal authorities Juggled
with the question in such a way as
to make the people on the coast be-
lieve that they were going to have a
railway immediately, whereas four
years have elapted w'lthout a «».)c:l

b< Ing turned.

Railway Assessment

"Another measure was the railway
asse.-.sment act, whereby the govern-
ment is enabled to enter into negotia-
tions with railway companle.^ for the
Immediate construction of railways In
the province without having to wait
for the meeting of the legislature, on
the basis of exemption from taxation
for ten years. By entering Into an
arrangement with the Esquimau and
Nanalmo railway the government was
able to Insure the commencement of
the extension of the line to Alberni.
As the government has to lay all the
papers connected with any such agree-
ment, made under the authority of this
act, before the house within ten day-f

after Its opening, there Is little or no
opportunity of the power vested in

the executive being abused, even if

that body were Inclined to take ad-
vantage of such opportunity. No
government could afford to depart
from the well-understood policy of

the legislature, and on the o^her hand
It Is sometimes possible, as It was in

the ln.^tance referred to, to greatly
facilitate railway consrtuctlon a.-j a
consequence of this power. It Is well
to state hfre that the fair ti'H'f*

clause Inserted In the act fully pro-
tectB the worklngmen of the province,
and, so long as this government Is In

power we shall sae that this clause l.^



nb-icrved and that only lallvvaym ihall

partlclpatf In the propoapil bt-nptltn

which rtHpoct It and employ white
labor.

University Bill

"Important bills w.r.' uImo Introduicd

l.v Hon. Dr. YounR. I r.fcr to the

u'nlver.slty bill un<l t.ie bill reorKHn-

IzInK the ilvll Mtrvlf. The prepar-

ation and pre.Mentatloii of the detail.'*

of these won many eneoniliim.'* from
both sides of the house an<l from trie

country The university bill of lust

session was well thouRht out In every

detail, and guarantees that when the

doors of t;ie Institution are opened It

will be found modern in every re-

spect. It will he sutticlently endowed
to make It a competitor with any of

the leading schools of the Uomlnlon,
and worthy of the great province of

which It will be the intellectual cen-

tre. It is the intention, as explained

l>y the minister of education, to make
It practical as well as academical in

Its rurriculunv. so as to render the

tral.iinif received applicable to the ex-

pert development of our rich and va-

ried resources, particularly tiios..' rep-

resented in mining and agriculture.

Next session we sliall, in all probal)ll-

Ity. be In a position to supplement and
complete the steps already taken for

whicli the authority of the legi.slature

was obtained.

Civil Sarvic* Measure

"In reference to the civil service bill.

It gives effect to a policy whii h the

government has had in view ever since

it came into office. In making ap-
pointments, either new or to till va-
cancies, we iiave steadily kept in mind
the principle of promotion, and almost
Invariably acted upon it. but the ser-

vice has grown to such proportions

that it was desirable that the mem-
bers should be properly classltled, and
promotions and salaries regulated ac-

cording to a system in which merit and
priority of service should be the chief

and the only considerations.

"Great satisfaction resulted from
the announcement in the house by the

minister of education that a step

would be taken in the direction of

supi)lying free school books. This, it

must be remembered, is limited at

present to readers, but other text

books will be supplied at cost. The
government has not adopted this as

a final policy but is making an experi-
ment which is likely to become a per-

manent feature of the educational sys-

tem. Mr. Wilson, one of the Inspect-

ors, will have charge of the distribu-

tion of these books which will begin
with the ending of the present fiscal

year.

The Natal Act

"As vou know, the discussion of the

Natal act, and many matters Incidental

to tiie (luestlon of exclusion of Ori-
ental lalior. Were prominently liefore

the house and were productive of th«
lust and ttie mo<t stirring ilel)ates. In

fact, the greater part of tlie sessiun
in its early stages was occupied In
connection with tlie.si' matters, the
constitutional issues which arose out
of the aition of the lieutenant-gover-
nor, and tlie lompeteiii y of tile legla-

iature to deal with Mich matters at all.

Will tht r or ri^t the .N'atal act, as paBK-
ed liy the legislature, is to remain ef-
fective. Is a. question lor the courts to
decide. It will not be allovvd to re.«Jt

until the court of last appeal, the Ju-
dicial committee of the council of
Kngland, has given its decl-lon. '

any event the iioverniiunt ha.t siiowh
its desire to deal effectively with the
evil of Asiatic Iriimigrati.oi and has
rultilled its nroinises t > the- ilectors
in this respect to the letter. We have
clone all we could linve done, and
iinist leave the responsibility where It

will belong. The action ol thc> gov-
ernment and the leglaature has had
this effect— it has brought the cjiies-

ticin prominently before the people of
Die country and has forced the Do-
minion government to take actiim It

Is certain from its general disposition
and well known iiollcy reg.irdlng Orl-
1 iital.s it would not otiierwise have ta-
Uen.

The Fieherlea

"I might mention that the attorney-
general made some important an-
nouncements with reference to the va-
rious appeals which will be made to
the privy counc 11 In conection with Is-

sues of grave .-^tatc- concern wliich
have arisen l)etwcen the province and
the Dominion, including tlie validity
of the Natal act, the riglit of the i>ro-

vince to administer water rights with-
in the Dominion railway belt. the
long-.standing fisheries question, and
tlie ciuestion of Indian reserves, etc.

Perhaps the one of greatest public In-
terest is the determination of tlie rights
of the province in regard to tlsheries.

The relations of the province and the
Dominion in regard to this matter
have been most unsatisfactory for
years, and It seems quite Impossible to

get the Dominion government to make
a settlement. The only attempt to

negotiate on their part was shown In

the recent visit of Mr. Bastedo. but
the suggestions conveyed through him
were quite impossible of acceptance,
and the only course open to the gov-
ernment was to assert Its rights by as-
suming control and allowing the Is-

sues to be fought out in the courts.
The attorney-general has proved most
energetic, careful and comipetent. In

dealing with the Immense amount of
work which has devolved upon him
by reason of the many important
questions coming before his depart-
ment.



"Till' iiuli(\ (if till' Kovfrnint Mt wllli

rt'Koril t'l iiiliilriK Miis lutii tn liavi- t)i:il

inilustr> ^1 VI r-i Iv iilinii' sn f;ir »>*

amcnilriirnis to the prtstiit vri\ siitl^i-

factory iiris jirf nitioi riiiil. Thin at-
tltiili' Kii till' |>art of till' iiiliiiM ill pail-
ttiri:! has I" I II to Kivi' 'tun aMcil i uti-

flilriu'o to invi stors U,.t\ tin Ir liivi'st-

inriiiM niiil liiti rr-<t«< will imt !" iiiti r-

fiiiii Willi .'! n iiili-n il iiiislalil.' In

lrKl>lall"ri uhii 11 waH In fiirnuT >iar><
I li.iiiKi'il tiniii \iMr to \iar. wlilili, iis

II I . Ilsripi. III. . rrii|ll.llllv 1' It till' llillli'

owii'T III a \ . r\ iiiiii rlaln slati' ,i~ to
Ills ilKlits. Tl'.' iiiiiiiii^ liiiliistrv is In

u M r\- iPi-.isii. rolls loiiilitioii. aiiil (hi'

i'iil|iiit IliH \iar ri'iu.iiiis iiiiu'li hiru'

r

than III for, •

'riii-ri' was oiilv mil' art of sjni 'al

ri'hiini lit. which may In- roKiirili il as
aili It inn iiiiiiiiii; inlirrsts, aiiil that
u IS till' loan aiilliorlziil liy thi' |i«isla-
turi' to assist 111 istalpllsliliif,' an i-x-

prriiii.'iital [ilant at Ni Ismi or tin- inir-
|hisi. of ir. iitlnif zinr-Ii'ail oris, 'I'hlx

Was liiartii\ aiiprnvi'd of by both thp
froyirniniiit ami opposition nn inhi'rs

III yli'W 1 f th V possilillitli s of trcat-
liii: this , lass of oil', in lasi- till- <'X-

1" riiiii tit proy.I'S siiri'i ssfiil, it w ill ho
inniiv tliiH s Wi nth what it will cost the
K"vii'niiii 1 1

1 . a IthoiiKh wi' ilo not IX-
pi'l't to t.l K

I hi 111 h risk In that rispict.

Coal Tax Act.

Till ri- is aiiotlnr iinasiirc which,
t! 'iifh it affects the mining Imliistry.
i nallv more ii matter of finance. I

refer to the hill aholishiim all royalties
on coal aiiil placing a straight tax of
10 lints per ton on coal iiinl Ki cents
per ton on coke. This will suhstan-
tlall\ increase the reveiii: without in-

ciirrinK any hanlships on the coal op-
I lators, anil will fairly aiiiiortion tho
liiciili lice of taxation. Tho royalty
which Is lintiosi'd, for Instance, on the
Crow's Nest Pass mines conlil not hy
law he liii[ioseil on the old Vamoiiyi r

Islaiiil mines, as there were oper.'iteil

before the royalty came In force. Nmv
all mines are on the same basis.

"I must not forget to refer to the
chanue aiilhorlziil by the act anienil-

intr the constitution to be maile in the
(lepartnunt of lands and worlis. 'Mils

Important office Is to '• diyided. and
:i minister appointed take cliarKe
of lands, and another of public works.
This has been found necessary owiii^
to the tremendous Increase of work
under both these brandies of the .serv-

ice, particulars of which I Rave \vhcn
the bill was under discussion.

Timber Industry.

'With ri ference to the legislation in

regard to (luestions connecteil with tho
iHUds and works department, the
co',rse in placing a reserve on the tim-
ber lands of the province; the decision

to iiu esti«ate eari fulls the condition*
whiih exist aireetiiiK the tliiiber ill-

ilustr.\ for till ptii|>ose of rramlii«
sound, permaiieiit. iiolicy; the cautloii.s

but wise lllllilllllIK Ills Introdlle. ,| by
.Mr. F'liltoti to till I.iiiid act. and
the tnove in the direction of ef-
f I live leKlslalioll With lespeit to Ir-

ii>;alion and imblie control of wat^r
lights, « , re all iliclilidiN in the public
inlin sis.

"The discussion of labor resolutions
and liK'slatlon occupied an iinusuiilly
larKi' amount of time a-i before re-
niarki'd. Iiiclib ntally,. a number of
the miasiiris, botli public ami iirivale.
Involved labor Inlere.sts, niul In lach
o.ise care was taken to conserve tln-m
Us f.cr as iiossihli. On the whole. I

do ii'it think that labor has an.v rea-
son to coiniilaiii of the action .( tin,

U'Ki-latiiri , ur of the noverriun i,t, with
res|pei t to matters In uliirli It Is ^|ie-

'iall.\ illti rested. The pollcv of (he
i;ov , riiiui 111 in this res(i.ct has be. ii

to ael fairly to lioth eifital .ind laWor,
ami In that course 1 am quite sure the
greatest measure of Justice will Tie

iloae .iiid the iariiest piilili.' liem fit

ensured. Anions the speei.tl miasiires
enacted were, as I have staled, the
I'"alr \Va:^e clause, which Is Ineliid.d
ill all the railway legislation, the I'ac-
tories act. infr.idueed and passed
Ihroiiirh the Ions.' l>y Mr. Mel'hlllips.
the Shops K.Liiilation ai't. .tjid the
Xatal act.

Better Terms.

"rhese ;,re. I think, the leiiicliial

tliliit;-: to wliicii 1 have to refer .is r.'-

lating to the late session," conciinT.'d
the premier, "with the cxie|(tlou that
1 mluht ref.r to thi; resolution passed
re-affirmint; tlie position of the |irov-

ince with resi)ect to better terms.
There Is no change In the attitude of
the governmnet on tliat important
»aib.1i'ct. I do not expect that the
present govcrrment at Ottawa will
re-0|)en the (luestlou, because Sir
Wi'frid has definitch- and imeiiulvo-
eally given hl.s decision: but I have
every reason to believe that Mr. Ror-
ilen. if elected, will take up the sub-
.tect and investigate It in the lines we
desire. We shall continue the agita-
tion imlil either thf. government at
Ottawa is forced to reconsider their de-
cision, or there is a chan'.;o In gov-
ernment. We have no desire to make
it a )iarty ipii stion whatever, but as
Mr, I'lirden has aUvays promised to
give the province a commission of in-
c|uirv. as asked for. and If we cannot
get am- further redrc from Sir Wil-
frid Tjaurier's administ-ailon, the
i|Uestion will neces.carilv aFrume a
political asiiect and will be forced Into
tile political arena as^ one of the i.s-

siies lietvveen the province ami ttie

Dominion which must be fought out
at tile polls."








