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00 tkt Spader.

All religioui truth neoMMuily connected with human Mlrft-

tion is older, and more impregnable, than the ererlaating hill*.

IVuth it an attribute of the Deity, and, therefore^ from ererlaat-

ing to everlasting. In oflTering a new book, we will not promise

to present new truths. But it is our eocpeotation to present old

truths, newly dressed, with, perhaps, originality of conception. In

such diversified aspect, and simplicity of attire, do we hope to in-

Test some of the more important truths of the Bible, that we

fondly anticipnte, dear reader, you may not tire, as together we

pass through the volume. With few, have opportunities for diver-

sified observation, on religious experience, been more ample than

with the writer; and it is without hesitation we assure you, that

we shall present to you new developments of truth, in the con-

templation of which, you cannot fail to be interested and profited.

We assure you of this ; for we have, ouxselves, been interested, and

newly taught, ana inspired in our heavenward way, as we hare

thus carefully marked the operations of grace on a diversity of

mind. The workings of the Holy Spirit, in developing instructive

truth, are as diversified as is the construction of the human mind.

And there is heavenly wisdom in noting minutely these diversitieB

of operations; for, "Whoso is wise will observe, and he shall

tmderstand the loving-kindness of the Lord." Then we will

invite you, pleasant reader, to accompany us in tn*rViTig these

minute observances, trusting that, in our communings, we shall
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v'ogether be made yriam, and bo botter able, by the peniul. to

undcntand the loving-kindneu of the Lord. With a prayerful

and humble reliance on the Spirit of all Truth, we present our

Incidental Illustrations to the reading public, ftrom a solemn con-

viction that it is due to the grace of Qod; believing that the

ditlicultiea, in many minds, may be mot by obocrving how other

minds, similarly constituted, wore helped out of diiiioulties.

The writer has one loading aim, in all she has written; and

that is, to give prominence to the fact that tub Biblb is thb

WoBD or Ooo. The Ood of the Bible is no respecter of persons.

The Uible is not a sectarian book, but, to all of every name, it is

a Butticient rule of faith and practice, and all its doctrines are

•asy to be imderstood to those who, with humility and decision,

resolve on obedience to its precepts. It reproves the dogmatic,

the aspiring, and the captiotu, and sets wido open the door of life

with equal readiness to the most himibie peasant, as to the most

profound theologian, provided he, with equal decision and humility,

obeys its simple requisitions. <* If any man will do his will, he

shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of Qod." Thus making

a knowledge of its doctrines dependent on the sincerity of the

intentions and the obedient docility of the inquirer, rather than

upon his ability for theological speculations. It has been the aim

of the writer to set forth Bible doctrines and duties as simplified

to her own perceptions, by the teachings of the Spirit, through

the Written Word, and made tangible by cvery-day illustrations

and experiences. It was by a reference to these, that the Savior

taught the multitude. And if, by so doing, we may make truth

more tangible, we will not dread the fastidiousness of the critic,

but will commit our reputation and our work to Him who judgeth

righteously, and who will keep that which we have committed

onto him against that day. -^ . 4*..v^^ *«} *.*r^»«f' *«'
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ECONOMY OF SALVATION.

»*f »

3iii (iId-4asWottd djhcir. *

Christians are—and in fact ought to be—^very

happy. Do you shrink away from me and say, ''O,

that sounds old-fashioned and fanatical " ? Well, agreed.

But pray, my friend, do not leave me until I introduce

to your attention some old-fashioned friends, who are

inviting us to unite with them in adoring triumphant song.

And with whom shall we join ? Here is David. Shall we

unite with him, and " shout unto God with the voice of

triumph " ? And here is Isaiah. Surely, we will no

longer let him chide our silence. Then let us strike the

note yet higher, and "sing unto the Lord, for he hath

done excellent things ; this is known in all the earth.

Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion ; for great

is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee." And
yet I must detain you, for here is the importunate

Zephaniah, beseechingly saying, " Sing, O daughter of

Zion ! shout, O Israel ! be glad and rejoice with all the

heart, O daughter of Jerusalem !
'* And Ezra is here also.
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Qmt excitement. AVhy not? Shouting and loul-saTlng.

telling us of a great excitement which attracted much

attention in his day, when all the people shouted with

a great shout, and praised the Lord, because the foun-

dation of the Lord's house was laid, so that the noise

was heard afar off; for the people shouted with a loud

shout. Now if you had been there, my friend, would

you have chided them, as old-fashioned and fanatical ?

But lo ! here comes John ! Hark ! Do you not hear

a great voice of much people ? What are they singing ?

" Alleluia : salvation, and glory, and honor, and power

unto the Lord our God !
" Listen ! They challenge us

to unite with them. Shall we do it? Alleluia! It

is done ! How ^exhilarating the strain ! Surely our

spirits are already proving the raptures of the redeemed

and blood-washed ! And why not ? As the redeemed

of the Lord, we will—^we must—claim our purchased

inheritance with the saints, and will return to Zion with

songs and everlasting joy upon our heads ! "But what

have happy Christians, the so.igs of the redeemed, and

the shouts of the inhabitants of Zion, to do with the

salvation of souls? Is not this the one legitimate

calling of the Christian ? And how little have the tri-

umphs of Christians to do with the salvation of those who

are blinded by the god of this world !
" Do not be too

fixed in your opinion, my friend. Let me illustrate by

an incident which came under my observation, and then

tell me if the joy of the Lord is not the strength of the

church. .
.

y^'W'



ECONOMY OF SALVATION. IS

Tb* Jo]r of nlratloii. The young lady. Th« inquiry.

JESUS RECEIVES DISCIPLES " IMMEDIATELY."
,**"'

"Would you not love to be just as happy as that

lady ?
'* asked I of a whole-souled worldling.

The lady to whom the attention of this worldling had

been directed had just entered into the conscious pos-

session of perfect love j and so joyful was she in having

attained the Spirit's witness to the fact that Christ now

reigned unrivalled in her heart, that, fron\,the abundance

of her heart, she literally obeyed the Scriptui;(^, " Shout,

^O Israel, be glad and rejoice with all thy heart, O
daughter of Jerusalem !

" For she felt that the Lord

had cast out her enemy, and the King of Israel, even the

Lord, was in the midst of her. I had just been laboring

in spirit with her, and had witnessed her deep groanings

and pleadings for the destruction of sm, and for purity

of heart; and, now that the enemy had been cast

out, and the witness of purity given, it was not wonder-

ful that she was shouting in view of the full entrance

of the Holy One in the midst of her, making all things

new.

This was at one of the feasts of tabernacles, in the

rear of a private tent ; and standing at the tent door was

the unconverted yet interesting young lady to whom we
had addressed our inquiry—" Would you not love to

be just as happy ? " In a wishful tone she replied, " I

would." ** Well, the same happiness is for you, if you

are only willing to comply with the same conditions.

It does not take the Savior longer to accept disciples

now, than in the days of his incarnation. When he
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"Mil you comply?" *' I would lora to—bat ' "

i*

called those early disciples, Feter« James, John and

Matthew, it is written *Immediately they forsook all and f

followed him/ Would you be willing to forsake all and

follow Jesus?" 'V '

"

.. r*-*^. '

'^

She looked sad, and hesitated. 0, how my heart ^

coveted her, for the service of the Savior! She was

indeed lovely, and her hesitating mood reminded me of

the one whom Jesus looked upon and loved. But her

heart was in close affinity with the world. She had won
its smiles, ^was enjoying its friendships, and, to more

than an ordinary degree, had its charms been lavished!^

upon her. No wonder that she hesitated, as we again

affectionately and most appealingly said, " In the name

and in the presence of the Lord I ask, will you not

now comply with the conditions of discipleship, and, *

like those early disciples, immediately forsake all and

follow Jesus ?
"

Still she lingered—said she would love to do it—
but

If her heart had spoken out, it had doubtless said,

"Greatly do I desire the smiles of my Savior,—^fain

would I be his disciple ; but, alas I I cannot renounce

the world."

"We reminded her of the interesting young man who
came to the Savior, desiring to be received as his dis-

ciple. But, lacking in one point, he was not received,

and no intimation is given, in the records of grace, that

he ever afterwards complied with the conditions, and

became a follower of the Savior. Thus, with yourself, -

we know that God now calls you j but we dare not— .

. -tik. . ^u.W"-i^a"i£A-'.".



KCONOMY OF SALVATION. 15

The eommand. The hesitation. The encouragement.

cannot assure you that he will ever again call you. He
says, " Now is the accepted time I behoM, now ia the

day of salvation !
" To-morrow is in eteraity, and before

the i^rrow you may be there also ; especially if you

longer resist God by your delays. Have we reason to

believe that he would have called Peter, James or John

repeatedly, if they had refused to come at his bidding ?

Did any of these linger and make excuses ? One of his

disciples once said, " Lord, suffer me first to go and bury

my father !
'* "VVho can conceive of any earthly con-

sideration of equal importance with this ? But even this

plea was not regarded as of sufficient importance to pre-

vent an immediate response to the Savior's call, " Fol-

low me." The Savior only replies, "Let the dead

bury their dead, but follow thou me." Jesus is now
calling you, as truly as though you could hear your

name distinctly uttered from the highest heavens, in

tones loud as were the thunders of Sinai. And will

you not now say, " In the strength of grace. Lord, I

will forsake all and follow thee " ? / <:: ^
She grew yet more pensive, as she saw the way to

the Savior hedged up by the cross. But we took

pains to assure her that the yoke of Christ was easy and

his burden light. "We told her how graciously the

Savior would bear her, cross and all, if she would
only resolve in his strength to take it up. But yet we

j

feared she would go away sorrowful, for she evidently

was unwilling to comply with, the only conditions

[upon which Jesus had promised to receive her.
-.^^.^i^

"We were surrounded by some worldly-minded pro
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fessors, friends of the young lady, who apparently with

much interest were waiting the issue, and, failing to get

her consent, we changed our mode of address, and

pleasantly said, " If you could become a disciple %f the

Lord Jesus Christ, without giving up the world, like

some worldly-minded professors, you would love to be

a disciple of that sort, would you not ?
"

Her countenance quickly brightened as she suddenly

conceived the idea, that I had found some easier way to

Jesus than by the cross, and she joyfully exclaimed,

"I would." "Well, there is a by-path which seems

to be leading upward. There is a way that seemeth

right to a man. There are many who take upon them-

selves the name of Christ, who do not renounce the

world. They seem to have found some broader, easier

way, than the way of the cross. But the Bible pre-

sents but one direct way to heaven, and that way is the

narrow way of the cross. The cross covers all the way.

The way is not broad enough to admit of going around

it. When I was a child, I used to hear people talk of

going around the cross. But, since I have learned to

read the Bible for myself, I see it presents no way of

going around the cross, without getting out of the way.

Jesus says, ' If any man will be my disciple, let him

deny himself, take up his cross, (not go around it,) and

follow me.' Those, therefore, who attempt to go around

the cross instead of taking it up, get out of the way to

heayen into the by*pjiith, the way that seemeth to be

right, but the end wb^ieof is death. And these are the

'memy* to which the Savior refers, when he fays,
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« Many will say to me in that day. Lord, Lord, have

we not propheiiied in thy name ? and in thy name have

cast out devils ? and in thy name done many wonderful

woi'lcs ? And then will I profess unto them I never

knew you !
* People generally die in the light in which

they live ; for there is nothing enlightening in death ; it

only disembodies the spirit. How evidently had these

people died in their deception ! and now they come to

the very door of heaven, expecting admission, hut the

Savior says, * I never knew you.* Now would you love

to imagine yourself in the way to heaven, in some other

way than the way of the cross ? Christians are called

the light of the world ; and would you love to take upon

yourself a profession, as a light of the world, and have

others follow you, as you are wishing to follow other

worldly-minded professors, and then find, in the end,

that souls have been lost by following you, instead ofbeing

saved through your influence ? Suppose one puts up a

beacon-light in a wrong place, and a vessel is decoyed

from the right channel and stranded, and all on board

perish, who is responsible for the loss of life ?

" Now do you desire to take upon yourself the pro-

fession of Christ, without giving up the world ? "Would

you be willing to be looked up to as one of the lights

of the world, without having previously taken upon you
the cross of Christ ?

"

With much earnestness she exclaimed " No ! I don't

want to be such a professor !
"

.

" Then I again ask you, in the name of the Lord, will

you comply with the conditions of discipleship ? As
!•
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well may you make up your mind now that you will be

lost—forever lost ! and, after millions of the ages of

eternity have rolled away, take up the lamentation, • the

harvest is past, the summer is ended, and I am not

saved,' as to make up your mind that you will not com-

ply with the conditions of discipleship ; for on no other

terms can you be saved. O, my dear young friend, what

a solemn and eventful moment is this for you I You and I

will remember it, as together we stand, with an assem-

bled universe, at the judgment-seat of Christ. The

hosts of the X<ord, now encamped about us, are waiting

to hear your decision ! The recording angel has been

commissioned from the throne of God, and is now

lingering to receive the answer, as it may fall from your

Kps, and register it on the pages of eternal remembrance.

Above all, Jesus, who loves you, and through whose

intercessions the Holy Spirit now comes to your heart

—

Jesus, your Savior, now waits to hear the answer. He
calls you to be his disciple—^to enter upon his service.

He loves you, and bids you come. Yet he can do with-

out you, for of these stones he can raise up a seed to

serve him. The blissful songs of praise to Jesus from

the redeemed will be just as sweet to all eternity, though

you may never join in them. But O, Jesus wants you

to come, and be made a partaker of his salvation. He
knows that eternal death is before you, for the sinner is

condemned already. But he, as your Redeemer, has

paid a great price for your redemption, and he waits to

bestow a pardon, and the gift of eternal life, upon you.

I<et hipi not say of you, « Te will not come unto me
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that yc might have life.* Once more I ask you, in the

name of Jesus, will you comply with the conditions of

discipleship ?
"

O, the solemn, eventful reminiscences of that hour L

We knew that God, the eternal, promise-keeping Jc-

•lovah, was present. And by an eye of faith we saw

Tesus, the mediator of the new covenant, and the spirits

of the just made perfect, lingering to witness the answer

of that redeemed spirit. The soul is infinite in value.

So great is its worth that, if it were needful for Christ to

again endure the agonies of the cross to save, we should

again witness the tragical scenes of Calvary. But the

debt has been paid. And now the worth of one soul

outweighs the universe.

She stood before us silent and tearless ; not from a

destitution of interest, but from an intense depth of

thought, and from a newly-awakened consciousness bf

responsibility. And still we waited the answer. She was

evidently and deeply convicted of duly. We directed

the eye of her mind to a distant point in the endless

futtlre, and showed her the bitterest ingredient in the cup

of the lost—" Ye knew your duty, but ye did it not."

She acknowledged that her judgment was convinced,

and we said, " If you were clearly convicted of duty in

regard to ordinaiy worldly matters, and others around

you knew it, you would be ashamed not to have your

actions in agreement with your convictions, would

you not?"

«Yes**'
'

;;«i^.aA'i^-ft'j*' -

" Well, here are God, angels and men observing you
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dearly convicted of duties of infinite importance ; and

noAvr will you not l)o ashamed before God, angels and

men, not to net now, and at once, in accordance with

these, your convictions ?

" You do not wait in regard to other and less impor

tant duties till you feel some impelling influence ; \' J.

you at once do the thing because you ought. You uw ./'

it is your duty to resolve now to be a follow r ol T;'; rist

Do not wait for further conviction. Knowledge \6 con-

viction. Further conviction will not come till you use

what you have. * The day of the Lord is near in the

valley of decision.* I do not ask you to decide in your

own strength ; but I do ask you to say in the btrength

of the Lord, I will, and the moment you do this the

strength of the Lord will be pledged for your sustain

ment. You r i inot expect grace to help you bejbre you

make the I'^solve ; but if you will now, in the strength

of the Lord, say, * I will,* this moment God will

strengthen you.'* She exclaimed

:

"In the strength of the Lord, I will !'*

That moment, the Holy Spirit, ever true to his wt)rk

on the heart, convinced her of sin. She had before been

convinced of her duty to seek and serve the Lord ; but

now she was so suddenly and ;.iL>v»'r"i'ary convinced of

sin, that every other considerat fv^ v ., .;>3t in tL- oyer-

whelming fact that she was a sinuer. ^^ "
':

I had told her that the Savior was waiting to receive

her, if she would comply with the conditions. And her

eye, in fact, seemed fixed, as though she saw the Savior

Li the distance. But she saw an insunnount9.ble moun-
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tain of gfuilt intervening between herself and the Savior.

And, notwithstanding she si emed to keep her ey t; ou Jpsus,

as though she must and would come to him, yet her heart

was so overwhelmed with a sense of her sins, tliat fthe

was wholly lost to outward observances, and she cried

out, with a loud and yet louder voice, " O Lord, I am
a sinner 1 I am a sinner ! I AM a sinner !

'* And
still she repeated it again and again, with a voice yet

more intensely sorrowful and vehement, m numbers

gathered round in amazement.

I might have sought to restrain her cry, .s did the

multitude that of blind Bartimeus. But it is better

that sinners know, and feel, and even publicly a knowl-

edge that they are sinners. And I wished th 9 dear

young lady so deeply to feel her sins, and so fulJy and

repentingly to confess herself a sinner before God and

man, that she might ever, from the depths of humdity,

remember the fact. a

"With some difficulty I obtained her attention and

observed : " It was said of the Savior, in the days of

his incarnation, * This man receiveth sinners.' Now you

acknowledge that you are a sinner, and if Christ is t le

Savior of sinners, is he not your Savior ? and can yt a

not say, * My Savior, receive me * ?
'*

1*1* fc

The Holy Spirit condescended to speak through the

organ of clay, and own the agency which had been

appointed to lead this precious soul to Christ. Imme-
diately she adopted the language, and began to cry

:

" My Savior, receive me ! My Savior, receive ME 1

MY Savior, receive ME

!

*)
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m And thus she continued to cry for a few moments ;

while, to the eye of her faith, the Savior was evidently

drawing yet nearer and nearer. Again I interrupted

her and said : " Your Savior has said just when he will

receive you. He is saying to you just now, * Now is

the accepted time ; behold, now is the day of salvation I

'

If he says now, he means now ! Can you not say, *My
Savior, receive me now ' ?

"
« .,..„.

" My Savior, receive me now ! My Savior, receive

me now !
" she several times repeated with yet greater

earnestness, and most evidently with increasing faith,

and yet more experimental apprehensions that the Savior

was drawing yet nearer to her, as she was thus endeavor-

ing in faith to draw nigh unto him. And still she

repeated, « My Savior, receive me now !
"

" If your Savior has promised to receive you now,

and you give yourself away to him now, is it not your

duty to believe that he does receive you now ? Not that

he di4i receive you before you renounced your sins and

gave yourself away to him ; but that he does now receive

you, while you are just now giving yourself away to him.

He says : * Him that cometh unto me I will in no wise

cast out.' You come to hiru, do you not ?

"

« I do."

" Well, is he true to his word, or is he not ? He
either does receive yon, or he does not. Ho^y is it ? In

the name of the Lord, I ask you, how is it ? Does Jesus

now receive you ? Can you not now say, * My Savior,

thou dost receive me ' ?
"

The next utterances were those of copfident faith.
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ve you now,

ThQU DOST" My Savior, thou dost receive me

!

receive me ! Alleluia ! Alleluia !

"

But we cannot describe the scene that followed. It

seemed as though the Savior had at first stood in the

distance, waiting till she should yield to the Holy Spirit's

operations ; and, just as she drew nigh to him, in the

dedication of herself to him, he drew nigh unto her,

and the moment she believingly took him at his word,

and opened her heart to receive him, he entered, and

revealed himself to her, not only as her Savior, but as

the fairest among ten thousand, the altogether lovely,

and, in loud acclamations, she shouted his praise. I know

you would not have hesitated in uniting with her had

you been present ; for who could have refrained ? Hov-

ering angels united in our joy, and flew back to heaven

with the blissful tidings of another sinner saved. O, it

was indeed a wondrous change, and the new-born spirit,

thus suddenly translated from the kingdom of darkness

into the kingdom of God's dear Son, was unbounded in

its raptures ! Scarcely one half-hour had passed since

we had assured her that the Lord was willing to make

her as happy as the friend to whose acclamations of

praise she had listened ; but now, had we asked whether

i

herself or that friend had a right to raise the higher note

of praise, siyely she would have claimed it for her-

self, and who would have denied her the privilege ? .

"We should judge her to have been a star in the fash-

lionable world, and worldly-minded professors had circled

around her. These now would have gathered closely to

[her to partake in her ioy. Ito-j was a curious and memo-
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rable sight that now presented itself. As these friends

drew more closely to her, she, instinctively, as if by an

' impulse of her renewed nature, shrank away, retreating

yet farther and farther as they approached, exclaiming,

> " I have been ashamed of Jesus,— but I am not ashamed

" of him now ! " Surely the reproof was withering, and

5 my heai't was pained for them ; but it was right, and the

> Holy Spirit made use of the circumstance to recall these

t worldly professors back to the cross of Christ. ;? ust* i

% *r« The joyful reception of this new disciple occurred a

! little before the evening twilight. Hour after hour,

fe during the evening and night, did we hear the rapturous

note of victory and praise ascend from the lips of that

newly-received disciple. Seldom, if ever, have I heard

such melodious and soul-thrilling strains of praise. She

had become an acknowledged disciple, and the Divine

Teacher, at whose feet she was now sitting, had indeed

taught her,

—

" some melodious sonnet

"'•ii' Sung by flaming tongues above."

About midnight, she was baptized with water in the

'' name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, and received

- into Christ's visible church.

The last I heard from her, which was about two years

after her happy change, she still continued a lovely dis-

ciple of the Lord Jesus Christ, and was said to be more

than an ordinary Christian.

Does not this prove that it does not take Jesus longer

to receive disciples now, than in the days of his incarna-

^ tion? Here was an unawakened sinner deeply convinced
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of sin, and powerfully converted in less than half an

hour. Why is it that some convicted sinners are days,

weeks, and even years, seeking salvation ? Is it hecause

the ways of the Lord are not equal ? or is it hecause

the cross of Christ is not made sufficiently prominent,

and an entire renunciation of the world regarded as im-

perative ? Surely, Christ is as truly able to Rave three

thousand in one day now, as on the day of Pentecost.

Decision for God, an entire surrender, faith vi our Lord

Jesus Christ, are the steps ; and may not these be taken

in a half-hour as truly and ejffectively as in a half-century ?

If one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a

thousand years as one day, why nott^-'f^^p:/^.

»*!

\o\mm vtrm^ InpMilg.

*?.!'-. «M<%:;y''.-^' Vr

Some imagine that the subject of holiness has nothing

to do with arresting the attention of sinners. But here is a

case of one who professed himself an infidel, but who,

through the presentation of Bible Christianity, which,

according to the Bible standard, is holiness to the i«ord,

became convinced, in view of its being so presented, of

its divine origin. This was a marked case. It will

now be two weeks to-morrow morning, since we were

in G., Upper Canada^ The church was quite densel/
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crowded with a mixed multitude. In view of this, we

were questioning whether we had not hetter make more

general remarks than we imagined some present might

anticipate. But, while we were thus questioning, the

district chairman, who was present, arose, and announced

to the people that we would speak to them on the sub-

ject of holiness. We did so, and felt that the Lord

helped us. On the evening of the same day, while

numbers were surrounding the altar of prayer, some

earnestly seeking the witness of adoption, and others

pleading for the sanctifying seal, the minister pointed

out to me a gentleman in the congregation, who sat

pensively leaning his head on his hand, and asked if I

would not go and converse with him. On going to him,

I found he had been a professed infidel. I cannot here

go through with the way in which the Lord helped me
to meet his case, but will pass over details, which I am
sure would interest you, to say that, at the close of the

evening service, the minister in charge gave permission

to all who might wish to converse with us to come for-

ward to the altar, when, lo ! this professed infidel, with

a number of others, responded to the invitation. From
deeply interested countenances greeting us in every

direction, we saw that our friend, the sceptic, was not

the only one deeply concerned in what might be the

result of the interview.

" Mrs. P.," said he, " I have come here to ask your

advice : I am willing to do any thing you may suggest."

** I would advise you at once to kneel down here, by

his altar, and begin to call upon God to have mercy on
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your soul. God is a God near at hand, and not afar off^

to all that call upon him."

The infidel objected, and pleaded his want of faith in

God ; but I reminded him of his promise to take my
advice, and observed that blind Bartimeus would prob-

ably never have attracted the attentions of the Savior,

unless he had called after him j and never was any one

saved without being very humble and decided. It was

not a small thing to be saved, neither was it at a small

sacrifice that Christ had left his throne in heaven, and

lived a life of suffering on earth, and died the death of

the cross to purchase salvation for him.

** Well, I assure you, I am willing to do any thing

that you say will be helpful to me."
** Then kneel here at this altar, and begin to cry, O,

Lord, have mercy upon me, for Christ's sake !

"

"But how do I know that there is a Christ? " ^ ' '

And here, again, we hushed his unbelieving reason-

ings, reminding him of his promise, and telling him

that these suggestions were not from himself, as he

imagined, but directly from Satan ; and, if he would

resist in the name of the Lord, Satan would fly. '
'

''' ^

But a few moments succeeded, and the infidel was

on his knees, uttering the words, " O, Lord, have mercy

upon me, for Christ's sake I " And still he repeated

them. '

'' ' *;ff >'" !. ^•...y.m

Who can depict the interest of this moment, as this

intelligent and well-known sceptic humbly knelt at the

altar of prayer, in the presence of his Christian friends

Ui whom, through a distorted spiritualand neighbors.
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vision, he had only seen numerous and greatly magnified

infirmities ! But, now, they beheld him praying. And
many were the earnest and tearful responses as this aflfec-

tionate band of Christian brethren, one after another,

united in supplication in his behalf, and said, " Lord, for

Christ's sake, have mercy upon this, our fricndt— our

Irother / " O, indeed, who can conceive of any thing that

equals the sweetly affectionate, forgiving spirit of our holy

Christianity ? The scene was affecting. We could not

doubt but it was the Spirit itsel/f helping our infirmi-

ties, as we lingered there, amid the eager scores who
were waiting the issue. I was so convinced that the

Lord had taken his own work in hand, that I turned to

the sceptic, as we rose from our knees, and said,

—

" My friend—my brother—God will help you, and

that right early. I feel, in my heart, that there is hope

in your case. G^-^ is not only the Hearer, but the In-

spirer, of prayer ; and such prayers as have been pre-

sented in your behalf could only have been inspired by

God. And now I know there is hope in your case.

Yes, God will help you ; I know he will."

" If the"e is hope in my case,— if I am ever saved,

—^it will be through what you said, here in this church,

this morning."

I must confess my surprise. Though I had trusted

in the Lord for a word in season to all, yet, to have

found an acknowledged infidel, who, through the pre-

sentation of the way of holiness as a doctrine of the

Bible, and the only way leading from eaith to heaven

cast up for the ransomed of the Lord to walk in,
—

^that
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such an one should be shaken in hb infidelity, exceeded

my anticipations, i *>. liivf :U v/oir jft'il ii«mi).ti^MM

We were to leave the next morning ; but, before

daylight, the infidel called on us, looking pale, and evi-

dently much excited. Before leaving, he promised that

he would never cease praying till the Lord had mercy

on his soul. A letter, received to-day, infoims us that,

the third day subsequent to our departure, he was pow-

erfully converted to God. The minister speaks of his

conversion as one of the most remarkable he ever wit-

nessed. ^ s :-

ft' i '<: U iV '5-;J.i « .tJ:

>!'.
,

'
• i '

1
<.'

trntrnt V f

\r -' > . , (!i-

I (.'

JL i^althg (^omxkmntt

u: >

Have you a healthy countenance ? Does your face,

that divinely constructed index of the human soul, speak

to the beholder of the pleasures of salvation—the joy of

the Holy Ghost ? Do not think me officious in pressing

this question, or in my more minute inquiries. The
heavenly Healer bids me ask you. He has a balm on
hand which « maketh the face to shine " in the image of

the heavenly. Yes, shine ! So that, though the lips may
not possess muscular power to move, and the tongue

be palsied amid the physical agonies of dissolving nature,

the shining, speaking countenance may tell of joy

unutterable, and full of glory. Have you never seen



30 ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE

Health Id lokncu. Skill of the IleaTenly Healer. DaTid on health.

this ? I have j and, from vivid sketches in memory,

might portray countenances, most radiant with healthful

beauty, though, at the same time, the physical frame

was variously and hopelessly diseased. Physical disease,

say you, I might endure, but O, these many and varied

mental solicitudes !—How can I, amid these, exhibit a

beaming, healthful countenance ? I tell you, the heav-

enly Healer can meet your condition. Your case may

be intricate, but it would indicate a sinful distrust in his

divine skill, should you yield to the idea that the pecu-

liarities of your condition may not be readily met.

David regarded it as really important that he should

have a healthy countenance. He chided his soul-for being

disquieted and cast down, and he was not willing his soul

should remain in this condition, but hastens to cheer her,

and directs her attention to God, the infinite Source of

bliss-inspiring hope. David's eye of faith was fii^e^

on the future. And, though exercised with trials which,

for the present, were not joyous, he was not willing that

his soul should be sad. This, he knew, would disfigure

his countenance, and he bids his heart hope in God,

"Who," says he, "is the health ofmy countenance.^*

Then Da\id cared what sort of a countenance he pre-

sented. And are you sufficiently careful what sort t)f

countenance you present? "When you looked so dis-

quieted, careworn and sad, how did you present the

skill of the Divine Healer ? You profess to have come

to him, and to have committed your case fully to him.

It is his will that his saving health may be known among

all nations. If he cause his face to shine upon you, it
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is in order that you may reflect his image ; that your

face may shine upon others ; that gentle, loving, trust-

ful, heart-cheering, health-restoring influences may ema-

ni^ from your radiant, healthful countenance. And
why not, if God is the health of your countenance ?

How significant the expression, " Who is the health of

my countenance, and my God "
! If we behold, in every

Christian, a habitation for God through the Spirit,

—

if it is God working in us to will and to do, why ought

not the world to behold, in every Christian, a counte-

nance so healthful, and radiant, that Christianity may be

everywhere commended for its ability to make its pos-

sossorhappy? .jf.i,. ;;

> '

lin, !'^ --r \-:'^ 't.:

-,3:

I»! ' ,-K'v.:'i ^v.

1 . ,

f
!

% $mlx ^muid bit llie J^mikuf a djltristian.

, f-: i

I HAVE known H. M , ever since I was a child,

and, from his very countenance, conceived the idea that

there was something veiy happifying in the enjoyment

of the right sort of religion. His religion might have

been too obviously engrossing to suit the taste of some.

But the smile of heavenly bliss which lighted up his

fivce, and the frequent outbursting of his heart—" O,

bless the Lord "
!

• Precious Savior " ! found a lodg-

ment in my young heart which, to the present hour,

.,^'..^i
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18 telling to the praise of the Savior. If Christians

cannot be happy, who can?

I have known more than one convinced of sin and

brought to Christ by observing the happy countenances

of Christians. Here is one who is now, and for many

years has been, a triumphant believer. When a child,

she was beholding the smiling countenance of a minister.

He was not in the*pulpit, neither was he speaking. But

he was filled with the joy of the Lord, just as every

Christian ought to be. It was " God, who was the health

of his countenance," and, through his shining face, the

Holy Spirit spoke to the young heart of my own dear

sister. ,

,

" It is because that minister enjoys religion that he is

so happy." So said the Holy Spirit. From that mo-

ment, she resolved that she \rould never rest until she

also enjoyed religion. This dear child afterwards found

that her heart was very sinful. She saw that she could

not enjoy religion until she was saved from her sins.

Most earnestly did she cry to God for forgiveress. The

third day after, she was so powerfully converted, that it

seemed as if her newly-forgiven, new-born spirit, would

almost have left its glay tenement. As Daniel, in the

presence of the angel, she swooned away. And was it

surprising ? for a greater than Gabriel had come, and

had said, "A new spirit will I put within you."

—

"Thy sins are fbrgiven, accepted thou art,

Sha listened, and hearen sprang up In her heart.*'

! is it not strange that Christians are net generally



ECONOMY OF SALVATIOlT. m
SalTatlon uid •xhltaunttion. The Oatholio prieit, th* ProtMUnt flunily and Um Bible.

more happy? Is it wonderful that Christians should

sometimes manifest happy excitement when these entran-

cing changes come over them ? Who can contemplate

the souFs translation from the kingdom of darkness into

the kingdom of God's dear Son, without at once seeing

that such a change must produce some sort of exhilara-

tion! Do not, my friend, be afraid of happy excite-

ment. Few persons, in these days, have had more of

such excitement than David and Paul, and many of the

Old and New Testament saints.

i^f I

(Kjferf flf djhrisiian C^ouriesg mH n lapg <^ntt

My friend J. was educated for a Roman Catholic

priest. He actually believed in the infallibility of " the

church J " for he had ever been taught that it was a sin

to question, and it was on this principle alone that he

reconciled all its strange inconsistencies. He had finished

his studies, but, before entering fully upon the duties

of his vocation as a priest, he spent a few weeks in

travelling. He paused at the house of a pious Protes-

tant family, where he was taken ill, and detained a num-
ber of days. Sad and lonely, he took up a Protestant

Bible, which lay on a table in his sick room. As he

read of the new birth, in the third chapter of John, his

mind was partially arrested with the thought 'that there
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might be something more in spiritual religion than he

had anticipated. Pleasant and sympathizing friends of

the Protestant community began to gather around him,

and proffer their services. As he grew better, and was

able to venture out, he was courteously invited to attend

Protestant service, and such had been the manifestations

of Christian kindness on the part of his newly acquired

friends, that he did not feel quite free to refuse. He
went. The occasion wa» one of special mercy. The

power of the Lord was present to awaken and convert.

Among the seekers of salvation, was a gentleman whose

heart was deeply smitten with sorrow for sin ; and, from

the depths, he cried unto the Lord. Suddenly, upon an

act of reliance on Christ, his burden of guilt was re-

moved> and Jesus said, " Son, be of good cheer ; thy

sins, which were many, are all forgiven thee ; go in

peace, and sin no more."

" What a ehange his word can make,

Turning darkneu Into day " !

My friend had been closely watching the countenance

of this gentleman. He had with amazement witnessed

his deep anguish, and now, to his still greater astonish-

ment, he saw his face suddenly lighting up with heavenly

illumination, as though a beam from the throne of the

Ineffable had penetrated the depths of his being. The

Dove of Peace had come to that heart. The angel of

the covenant was now telling this repentant sinner that

his name was written in heaven. The veriest sceptic

could not have doubted but some mysterious change was

'>',
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being >v i ought. " Surely, there is some secret trons-

formiug power in grace to which I am a 8tranger>"

thought our ^ lend. From that moment, he resolved

that he would, for himself, know the verities of salva-

tion. He became an earnest, humble seeker. It was but

a short time before he was enabled to testify, from his own

experimental realizations, the power of grace to change

the heart, and raise to newness of life. Christ, as the

only Mediator between God and man, now revealed him-

self as his ever-interceding Savior in such sweetness,

light and power, that the Virgin Mary, and all other

interceding saints, were forever put in the shade. The

great superstructure of error which had, from infancy,

been rearing in his mind, founded on the infallibility of

" the church," now tottered and fell, and utter was the

destruction thereof. Out of the abundance of his heart

he began to declare what great things the Lord had done

for him. As it was a manifestation of Christian cour-

tesy, and the outbeamings of love, as depicted in the

countenance of a sinner newly saved, that had won his

heart over to Christ, he was not now required to use

other weapons than those furnished out of the armory

of love. He did not feel called to attack his friends of

the Roman Catholic faith. But he did feel called

to present the truth, and to proclaim his own heart-expe-

riences of the power of saving grace. These things soon

became noised abroad in the Catholic community, and he

was publicly denounced from their pulpits. It was

deemed important that he should defend himself and the

truth. Protestant pulpits were offered for this purpose.
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His weapons were love, and the Lord gave him good

success ; and, to this day, he continues to be a faithful

minister of the cross, a trophy won to Christ, by a

manifestation of Christian courtesy, and the happy face

of a Christian. , ., . , .... ,, , , ; ;i

ri-jv.

a^t ®W lanttmarh. 2
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' '^l'>0

•},i > ^k rmut'^

Visi*.i.^\ ^.•^vi;.; "it....

M WESLEY SPEAKING FOR HIMSELF. ' -- - i

Beadeb ! how would it strike you were I to take you

just now to a newly opened grave, to hold converse with

an exhumed tenant of the tomb ? Over fifty years has

the spirit of that tenantless body been in the spirit-world,

and now it comes to commune with thee. But I will not

detain you with a grave scene. The opened grave and

the exhumed body may indeed awe your spirit. But,

though it were in our power to introduce you actually to

such scenes, the perturbation of your mind might pre-

clude that calm, solemn attention which we would now

invite to a message from one who, being dead, yet

speaketh ; our God is not the God of the dead, but of

the living. We will call you to listen to the spirit-tones

of one whose unexhumed body still rests in the peace-

ful tomb, but whose sainted spirit still communes with

thee, through his writings. As a child of Methodism,

we ask you to listen to important truths from hun who.
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under God, was the founder of Methodism. You cannot

consistently fail to feel a deep interest in relation to the

Bible doctrine of Christian holiness. It was to spread

this that the Wesleys were thrust out. And it is to

sftcure your harmony with Mr. "Wesley on this cardinal

doctrine of Methodism, that we have introduced this

article. ' .^»«-!< *bW*T^-~
v^y^'fr

WHEN ARE WE TO BELIEVE OURSELVES WHOLLY SANCTIFIED I

Do you ask, with a recent writer, " Does God require

me to believe he sanctifies me wholly at some particular

time, and promise that, when I so believe, he will do it ?

If so, where in the Bible is that requisition made ?
"

Hear the answer from Mr. Wesley :
—

" But what is that faith by which we are sanctified,

saved from sin, and perfected in love ? . . . . It is a

divine evidence and conviction that he is able to do it

now. And why not ? Is not a moment to him the same

as a thousand years ? He cannot want more time to

accomplish what is his will. And he cannot want, or stay

for, any more worthiness or fitness in the persons he is

pleased to honor. We may therefore boldly say, at any

point, *Now is the day of salvation.' * To-day, if ye

will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.* ' Behold,

all things are now ready, come unto the marriage.'

" To this confidence, that God is both able and willing

to sanctify us now, there needs to be added yet one thing

more, a divine evidence and conviction that he docth it.

In that hour, it is done. God says to the inmost soul,

'According to thy faith be it done unto thee.' Then the
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soul is pure from every spot of sin ; it is clean from all

unrignteousness. *' .
^-' * - j-.i . .,' i-i,.?'ii»f ib^**?'*'

ARE CONVERSION AND ENTIRE SANCnFICATION SIMULTANEOUS!

Do you ask whether the work of regeneration and the

work of entire sanctification are not simultaneously

wrought in the heart ? Mr. Wesley will answer in his

sermon on the " Scripture Way of Salvation."

" Hence may appear the extreme mischievousness of

the seemingly innocent opinion, that there is no sin in a

believer ; that all sin is destroyed, root and branch, the

moment a man is justified." Also, Vol. i. p. 405:

" The new birth is not the same with sanctification. . . .

This is a part of sanctification, not the whole ; it is the

gate to it, the entrance into it." Again, he says. Vol.

iii. p. 164 : " He differs from some of the clergy of the

Church of England, because * they speak of justification

either as the same thing with sanctification, or as some-

thing consequent upon it.' I believe justification to be

wholly distinct from sanctification, and necessarily ante-

cedent to it.
»»

£ *srj' na'iteliStt

HOW SOON MAY ENTIRE SANOnnCATION SUCCEED CONVERSION]

Do you, then, on being assured that you are not

wholly sanctified at the moment of conversion, ask how
soon you may expect to have that work wrought ? Mr.

Wesley answers ; . * - .^
- - - -^^

- . •- , .',. ,. ,

. ,,,^•v^•^v '-^fv^? • -li* m.^

" Now, with God, one day is as a thousand years. It

plainly follows that the quantity of time is nothing

to him. Centuries, years, months, days, hours, and
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Forty witnesses. Six liundrod and fifty-two witnesses in London.

iwei in his

moments are exactly the same. Consequently, he can

as well sanctify in a day after we are justified as in a hun-

dred years. Accordingly, we see in fact there is no dif-

ference, that some of the most unquestionable witnesses

of sanctifying grace were sanctified within a few days

after they were justified." He, as was his custom, illus-

trates his views by various experiences, and says : " I

spoke to these, forty in all, one by one. Some of these

said they received the blessing ten days, some seven,

some four, some three days, after they found peace with

God, and two of them the next day. "What marvel, since

one day with God is as a thousand years ?
"

'.%iH

MAY HOLINESS OF HEART BE EECEIVED BY ONE ACT OF FAITH

}

Do you say that you cannot conceive how the

soul can be wholly sanctified instantaneously, and by

one act of faith? Hear Mr. Wesley's views on the

subject: nst?:' 'Wv-:-f'''^'ir.i
^--'

^ *•,,! t.*r •' ;'•*-' "i-^^i^'^-iv^'l/'

" Not trusting to the testimony of others, I carefully

examined the most of these myself, and, in London

alone, found six hundred and fifty-two members of our

society who were exceeding clear in their experience,

and of whose testimony I could see no reason to doubt

;

.... and every one of these, after most careful in-

quiry, I have not found one exception, either in Great

Britain or Ireland, but had declared that his deliverance

from sin was instantaneous; that the change was wrought

in a moment." . . In the same connection he goes on

to say, "What shall we do that this work may be

wrought in us ? Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and
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all his wisdom, and power, and faithfiilness are engaged

on thy side. In this, as in all other instances, by grace

we are saved, throvgh faith. Sanctification is not of

"works, lest any man should boast. It is the gift of God,

and is to be received by plain, simplefaith."
/^.,'^.'i.r .'i*

V

MUST THIS BLESSING BE PROFESSED IN ORDER TO BE RETAINED!

But is it important, after receiving this blessing, that I

profess it in scriptural terms, and is this profession par-

ticularly helpful, in Mr. Wesley's opinion, toward

retaining it ? Here let Mr. "Wesley give his own

testimony j and we will also permit the sainted Fletcher,

•who alsoi being dead, yet speaketh, to unite in the tes-

timony: '"'- i4.;.iM-^A[^j^,r-A.

" One great means of retaining it is, frankly to

declare what God has given you, and earnestly to

exhort all believers you meet with to follow after full

salvation." " I doubt we are not explicit enough,

in speaking on full salvation, either in public or in

private."
'"*' '"-' '"' '^' '^^^i.^^^^^^.'--*^'-- -^i .-^'U^'^tU'

In his letters to Miss B., who had just received the

blessing of entire sanctification. Vol. vii. p. 103, he ad-

vises her to profess it, and says : ':^ M^^^^'r- !>>*#* m?l

" Undoubtedly, it will be a cross to declare what God

has done for your soul, nay, and afterwards Satan will

accuse you on the account, telling you you did it out of

pride ; yea, and some of your sisters would blame you,

and perhaps put the same construction on it." In Vol.

vii. p. 13, he says : " I buried the remains of Joseph

Norbury, a faithful witness for Jesus Christ. For about

i t'%-''̂

liit
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Wesley's fean. Fletcher's testimony. Satan's bait.

three years he has humbly and boldly testified that God
had saved him from all sin." Again he says : " I am
afraid Christian perfection will be forgotten. Encourage

Richard Blackwell and M. CooUey to qieak plainly. A
general faintness in this respect has fallen on the whole

kingdom. Sometimes I seem almost weary of striving

against the stream of both preachers and people."

Mr. Fletcher, after giving in a strong and explicit

testimony of his personal realizations of the power of

Christ to save from all sin, says

:

;
.

i. • ^^t . v^ •"*

''Yes, I rejoice to declare it and bear witness to the

glory of grace, that I am dead indeed unto sin, and alive

unto God, through our Lord Jesus Christ. I received

this blessing four or five times before, but I lost it, by

not observing the order of God, who has told us, ' With

the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with

the mouth confession is made unto salvation.' But the

enemy offered his bait under various colors, to keep

me from a public declaration." :' ^ // 'i

He then goes on at length to specify what sort of bait

Satan used to keep him from an open, explicit declara-

tion of entire sanctification j the baits are much the same

as have been publicly urged recently, and made the

occasion of many losing the blessing, but we will not

now take time to specify. Suffice it to say, that, after he

had received the blessing the fifth time, and had learned

this wile of the devil, we hear no more of his being

beguiled, by these satanic sophistries, into the loss of the

blessing j and we have reason to believe he maintained

a steady public profession to the last. , ;^, :':ti.U»»i
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Certain societies did not prosper. Way ? Letter to Adam Clarke.

Mr. "Wesley, on p. 459, Vol. iv of his Journal, speaks

with regret of the fact, that Methodism in certain quar-

ters had gained no ground, and then gives, as a reason

:

" The preachers had given up the Methodist testi-

mony. Either they did not speak of perfection at all,

(the peculiar doctrine committed to our trust,) or they

spoke of it only in general terms, without urging

believers to go on unto perfection, and to expect it every

moment. And where this is not earnestly done, the

work of God does not prosper." " I examined the

society, and was surprised to find fifty mem>>ers fewer in

it than I left in it last October. One reason is. Christian

perfection has been little insisted on ; and, where this is

not done, be the preachers ever so eloquent, there is

but little increase, either in the number or grace of the

hearers."—^Vol. iv, p. 120. "Perceiving that they had

sufifered much by not having the doctxine of perfection

clearly explained and strongly enforced, I preached ex-

pressly on that head."—^Vol. iv, p. 557.

"We have a letter before us written but one year before

Mr. "Wesley's decease, bearing directly on these subjects.

It is to the J^ey. Dr. Adam Clarke, and reads thus:
WtWfS- ij'.\'.i-<t-f':t \ *r-

•

••London, Nov. 26th, 1790.

«• DxiaU Adam.—The account you send me of the continuance of the

grept work of God in Jersey gives me great satisfaction. To retain

the grace of God is much more than to gain it ; hardly one in three

does this. And this should be strongly and explicitly urged on all

•who have tasted of perfect love. If you can prove that any of our

preachers or leaders, either > lirectly or indirectly, speak against it, let

lum be a preacher or leadrr no longer. I doubt whether he should

continue in the society. Fecause he that could speak thus in our con*

gregations oannot be an hjnest man.

'^

.at.;
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I wish Sister Clarke to do what she can, but no more than she can.

Betsy Hitchic, Mrs. Johnson and ^I. Chuko arc women after my
own heart. Lott week, I had an excellent letter from Mrs. Pawson,

(a glorious witness of full salvation,) showing how impossible it is to

retain pure love without growing therein."—Vol. vii, p. 206. <.

A .

IVf- ''rr^U^^l,

-!r /r,n;l^-'^f;,.^/;('Y,n

.•/l<.A'',jS'i
< h

" ihu ^urrdi^st 3^hittig J mr lold fou/* /<

tiynsirr-.f^'Tirvyi [H-i-i^ -r; "'
.5x(..

Sweeter also than honoy and the honeycomb.— Satid.
ij>*ii n

(( Let me tell you one of the sweetest things I .ver

told you in all my life. Jesus has washed my hef* t in

his own most precious blood, and he has beautified it,

and he has come and brought his Father with him to

abide with me !
" So said a lovely Christian, whose

very countenance seemed to bespeak the indwelling of

the Holy Trinity.
'

-^

What a glorious experience ! And yet not more

glorious than is guaranteed by the will of our Father to

every one of his children. Our Father has no favor-

ites ; his will runs alike to all. The sweet experience

of the lovely Christian just referred to will surely be

desired by all who read these lines. Then why not

claim it? It is embraced in the will of yowr Father,

precious child of Jesus ! Open the will of your Father

just now. Bead John xiv. 23 : " If a man love me, he

will keep my words ; and my Father will love him, and;
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we will come unto him, and make our abode with him."

Here is the experience of this beloved child of God, to

which you have just listened, made sure to you. Are

you not complying with the conditionsj " If a man love

me," &c. ? Surely, you will now claim this glorious

portion of your inheritance. When an earthly father

leaves a mil, specifying the inheritance which, at a vast

expenditure of toil and self-sacrifice, he has made avail-

able for his children, how eagerly each one gathers

around to ascertain distinctly what his portion of the

inheritance may be ! And why should not every child

of God, with far greater eagerness, search diligently to

know distinctly his portion of the inheritance ? "Would

not the name of an earthly parent be dishonored, if,

after an inhencance calculated to show his great love to

his children had been purchased, his children, through

negligence, should leave their rights unclaimed, and

live in penury ? So do you not only wrong yourself,

but you dishonor the worthy name by which you are

called, if you do not, with becoming eagerness and de-

cision, resolve on claiming, at once, the inheritance pur-

chased for you by the blood of Jesus. When you

search the Scriptures, search them as the records of

your Father's will ; and remember that not only is your

Father willing that you should claim your portion of

the inheritance, but his honor as your Father stands

connected with your living in the enjoyment of these

purchased privileges. Can you, to the praise of Jesus,

and in honor of your Father in heaven, say, " Jesus

hath washed my heart in his own most precious blood,
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and has beautified it, and has brought his Father with

him to abide with me " ? *»> ^ ^^' '*?'•>' ^ * !/'

»

'
*-

** III* blood demands the purchased grace
; *( ;?«• -j

.•WC<;i aAlUi UlB blood's availing plea «; I'U'
^

Hiti «>i^4

• Obtained the lielp for all our race, ; n .

'
; .

j-^. '•

I'Jili'/"''''"'
And sends it down to me.'* ,. ,

.

J"' ,r s:* iij,,iiiiij'5y!'^aJti -'ii^^i'siii ^^i "-?•'<

•1 irf^-Wft,-.^*~*A r *!*- ^*fc».*-#.#-*^

GoD*s service is a reasonable service, and such a

requisition would be unreasonable and unscriptural.

The Jews, under the old dispensation, were not required

to believe that their offerings were sanctified before they

were laid upon the altar. It was by virtue of the altar

upon which their offerings were laid that they were

sanctified. ** Whatsoever toucheth the altar shall be

holy." How, then, could they believe their offerings

were holy before they touched the altar? Neither

could they believe their offerings acceptable unless they

brought such as were perfect, and without blemish, as

required by the law. Witness those Jews who, in the

days of the prophet Malachi, brought the lame, the

blind, the torn and sick for sacrifice. Could they be-

lieve that God would accept their imperfect sacrifices ?

God had said he would not, ard how could they believe

that he would? They lingered long, and desired it

»
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Consecration must precede iUth. Tba Chriftian'i alter.

much, wearying the Lord, and covering his altar with

tears j but their efforts were all worse than useless ; they

could not believe God would accept their imperfect

sacrifices, for he had said he would not, and he cannot

deny himself - ., 4*-^. ^ >«v. . :
" v .j* .>.-,^ t.;.

The difficulties with many offerers who come to the

Chistian altar may be thus solved. They are told that

the blessing of entire sanctification is received by

faith, but arc not duly observant of the fact that an

entire setting apart of all for God must necessarily

precede faith. They try to believe before the offer-

ing is laid on the altar. How inconsistent and worse

than futile are such efforts ! Christ alone can moke us

whole. As mauy as touched him believingly in the

days of his incarnation were made perfectly whole.

''We have an altar." This altar is Christ. His blood

is the purifying medium. He says, " For their sakes I

sanctify myself, that they may be sanctified through the

truth ;
" as though he had said. For their sakes I set my-

self apart to endure the agonies of Gethsemane, and to

bleed and expire on the cross, that they, through faith

in my purifying blood, may be sanctified. And now
Christ waits to receive the offerings of his people. Offer-

ings presented to God through Christ are " holy, accept-

able." So great virtue is there in Jesus, our atoning

sacrifice, that as many as touch him believingly are

made whole of whatever diseases they have. Of the Chris-

tian's altar, it may ever be said, " whatsoever toucheth

the altar shall be holy." We think few find it diffi-

cult to believe after the sacrifice is bound to the altar.
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Reasona why so few are entirety uncttfled.

even with cords to the horns of the altar. Christ then

becomes our light and our salvation. Faith is wonder-

fully simple. The difficulties mainly come by trying to

believe the offering is " holy, acceptable," hefcrre it is

laid upon the Christian's altar. Many, as the Jews in

the days of ^Malachi, are not willing to bring that which

is without blemish. They sin after the similitude of

those covetous Jews, and bring the lame, the blind, the

torn and sick for sacrifice. How few are willing to go

without the camp, bearing the reproach of the pro-

fession of this grace ! How few are willing to be of no

reputation for him who made himself of no reputation

for u . ! How few are, in all respects, willing to com

ply with the conditions upon which entire sanctification

is promised, and how few, consequently, are enabled

to believe for the blessing ! Alas ! how utterly impos-

sible is it to believe while we lovo the praise of men
more than the praise of God !

" How can ye believe

who receive honor one of another, and seek not the

honor that comcth from God only ?
"

<«f I

Inits of ih ^fini.

• /, '^'fw!i<- -vi^r -s*4>ii

".•y}*f&

The apostle speaks of "the unity of the spirit."

Holiness gives that unity. "When we enter within the

vail, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, we
meet on the ground where x—^ ^
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Ifktural anil iplrltual tlci. Rrliglon and action.

*' NaniM, and iiocU, and partiM fUl,
'

And Cbrliit alono U oU In all."

Yes, you are my sister in Christ. We have been

begotten together in the bowels of Jesus. Oao says,

" Spiritual relationships arc often stronger than those of

nature." Apd why should they not be ? for natural ties,

apart from religious influences, have their origin and

end in the present state ; whereas spiritual relationships

have their origin in the Eternal God, the Infinite

Source of life and happiness, and must, if rightly cher-

ished, endure as long as God himself endures. " If

we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have

fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus

Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from all sin." " That

they may be one, even as we are one." How close is the

connection between the Father and the Son ! and what an

indescribable oneness of spirit should exist among

Christ's disciples ! ^ ., ,
.|, ; ^ 4, ^ :^ .^

IW 1 >|

A ;

As far as I am acquainted with your views of holiness,

they are sweetly in harmony with my perceptions of that

state. It is the life of (lod in the soul of man, and is, of

course, an active principle. The religion of the Bible is

not mere sentimentalism, or quietism. The purposes of
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ZmL Dollcf of nn untruth. ••Ood la light."

our redemption remain unanswered unless we are unto

God a peculiiu- people, zealous of good works. ** My
goodness," says the Psalmist, " extendeth not unto thee."

No; our benevolent efforts, and our wisely directed

zeal, must extend to those objects on which the sympa-

thies of the Savior were expended,—for whom he made

himself of no reputation,—to whom he ministered in

the form of a servant, and for whom he became obedient

unto death.

I . .., - i,
'

,IJ(>A ^:]^-^.

,/,.

'>,yv \Ui 4

MVM

({zmt to Wit riight fpoint, and i\im ielim.
\

Yes, the way of holiness is entered bj* faith. 'Out

your error is her' Vou have been perplexing yourself

about the doctrine of faith before you have any right to

exercise the faith which brings you into the enjoyment

of the blessing. The Spirit only can take of the things

of God, and reveal them to us. And what right have

you to expect the Spirit's aid in helping you to hcleive,

until you make the necessary sacrifices ? I know you

would not be willing to believe an untruth ; but you

would believe an untruth if you believed God accepted

you wholly, unless you gave yourself wholly lo him.

" God is light, and in him is no darkness at all." He
dways draws nigh unto us, (bringing light and salvation

teith him,) to the degree we draw nigh unto him

Let me illustrate. v i#
6



50 ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE

Pleadings but no surrender. Light may become darknoM.

u, I saw a professor much conformed to the spirit of the

world.

" "Why do you not get the blessing of holiness ? " I

asked.

" I do not know," she replied, " unless it be that it

is so difficult for me to exercisefaith.*'

I had conversed with this person months before, on

an occasion when she was weeping and pleading before

God for the grace of entire sanctiiication. Said I, as I

witnessed her importunate pleadings, " Are you willing

to comply with the co7iditions upon which God promises

the blessing ? Are you now intending to give up con-

formity to the world, resolved to come out, and be

separate ? " She answered only with tears and groans.

I affectionately expostulated, and urged the necessity

rof making the surrender nowj while the Holy Spirit was

enlightening her mind. She hesitated, and, though she

.greatly desired that God would accept her sacrifice, yet

she felt that she could not bring her mind to comply

with the conditions, and give up all. Finding that my
prayerful entreaties were ineffectual, I faithfully laid the

consequences before her thus : " You are dependent on

the Holy Spuit for the light you have in regard to the

duty of present holiness. If you do not, as a worker

together with God, use this light, by obeying it, you

will lose it, and then, though you had worlds to offer in

an attempt to purchase it back, it were in vain. Light

re&isted on any given point becomes darkness^ and

then how great is that darkness ! Your darkness will

be such^ that you will doubtless sincerely think your-
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self to be in the way to heaven, though not in the way

of holiness. You will think this because, if you will

not believe, and obey the truth, God will give you

over to delusion, and you will believe a lie. You
will think yourself as safe as professors in general, and

you will doubtless die in the same light in which you

live, as the mass of professors do. There is nothing

enlightening in death; it only unclothes the spirit.

You will then stand at the door of heaven, and, among

the " many" in that day, will say, " Lord, Lord, open

unto us," and he shall answer, ** I know you not, whence

ye are." Then shall ye begin to say, "We have eaten

and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast taught in our

streets." But he shall say, " I know ye not, whence ye

are." This professor did not comply with the only

condition upon which God had promised to make her

holy. "We parted, and now as I was saying, after the

lapse of a few months again we met. Now, on my
beseechingly saying, '*Why are you not holy?" she

replies, " 0, 1 suppose it is because it is so difficult for
it

nn »«

; /- !*M ^aJ^w^t m into IWs Wn^/* -.^iUia*^,,

"I CANNOT see into this way of holiness. I have

wished to know more about it, and I thought I would ask

you." So said a young and amiable looking lady, who.

me to exercise^iVA.
-it •— -
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" Do }-aa UN »ll your light? ** " Ah, thftt it th« thought"

from h^r exterior, one might judge, had yet to \eaxn that

the friendship of the world is enmity with God.

"Do yoU| in regard to getting into this way, use all

the light you already have ? Have you been doing the

will of God as far as you have known it ?

"

" I fear I have not."

*' There is no duty set forth more clearly in the Bible

than that of mtirc consecration* * Ye are not your own,

ye are bought with a price ; . therefore, glorify God in

your body and spirit, which are God's.* Here, in most

explicit terms, you see the claim that your Redeemer

now has, and ever lias had, on the entire service of your

soul, body, and spirit. You do not need any more light

in order to ascertain the duty of an immediate and entire

surrender of your whole being to God. Have you made

this surrender ?
"

With tearful eyes she exclaimed, " Ah, that is the

thought that is ever suggested, when I ask for more

light! I know I ought to lay all upon the altar

of God J but I have not yet presented the sacrifice."

" Then, of course, you have no right to expect to

know of the doctrine of entire holiness. God has said,

if any man will do his will, he shall know of the doc-

trine J but, until you come to the point to do his will,

you cannot know. Mark this. It is one thing to intend,

or to be willing, to do a given act ; and it is quite another

thing actually to do it. Thus, under the Jewish dispen-

sation, a person might see the duty of presenting his

offering according to God*s requirement; he might

intend to be obedient, or he might even be willing to do
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*' Do aa wall m you know.** Ilollnou ftDd the mlMknuury work.

it. But| unless the offering was actually laid upon the

altar, it was not made holy. For it was only that which

touched the altar that was made holy.

"Now, if you want light to beam directly from

heaven on your way, I will tell you precisely the point,

and the only point, where you may gain it. i?owhat you

already know to be your duty. * Bind the sacrifice to the

altar, even with cords to the horns of the altar.' Here

at this point will you know that * God is the God who
sboweth us light.* Till you bind the sacrifice here, fully

X "^seA that it shall ever remain, you cannot know ex-

r?'*!fmentally of the faith that sanctifies."

,#»/ *•••<

WXIxg nxt ihn mi mm Pis.^ionarles?

W^'i*

Because entire devotedness to God does not more

generally prevail. The first question with an individual

entirely devoted to God, is, "What wilt Thou have me
to do ? " Are the fields ripe, ready to harvest, and does

he see the laborers few ? how does the heart of the

devoted one bound forward to enter the field ! Does he

SCO a portion of the Lord's vineyard wholly destitute of

culture where thousands of perishing heathen are waiting

to receive the seed of the gospel ? he will not wait for

impressions, sights, or sounds, in order to be assured of

a divine call.

6» ^
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Edueatlon and the miniatry. The mind that waa In ChrUt.

The knowledge of the fact, that millions of heathen

are now accessible, constitutes a call to one who has it in

his power to go. Educational abilities are desirable,

but too much ado may be inade on this subject. Christ,

who called Peter from his fishing nets, and Matthew from

the receipt of custom, may not always require a long

scholastic training for the work of soul-saving, either for

home or foreign service.

What service can be conceived of as so acceptable in

the sight of God as soul-saving ? And are there not

demands on both the ministry and laity, wholly beyond

what have been met ? If the reception of the mind that

was in Christ be the criterion by which we are to judge

whether we belong to him, it were well for some, frotn

among both the ministiy and the laity, to bring themselves

to this test, in view of the great demand there is at

present for laborers. Many who peruse these lines have

bright and happy homes. Endearing relationships, kin-

dred spirits, and joyous anticipations, make the idea of

leaving home and all "the dear delights of ripe society"

exceedingly painful. But how did the mind that was in

Christ inspire him to act ? In leaving the bosom of his

Father to save the perishing, did he not, for your ssi)i j,

leave endearing relationships ? In leaving the society

of angels, and all the pure spirits in the regions of im-

mortality, did he not make sacrifices for you ? Do you

manifest, either to your own heart's satisfaction, or to the

satisfaction of the gazing world, that you love and pity

the perishing, as Christ loved and pitied you ? Say not

that you have the spirit that was in Christ, unless you
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" ^Vill you be a miMlonary T

"

Doon openicg. ' Thy Mogdom come.*'

are thus actuated ; and ever keep in mmd the solemn

fact, " If any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is

none of his."

I will not ask you now whether you are a minister, or

a lay member ; but I will Sisk you a question, the answer

to which I implore you will now settle as in the imme*^

diate presence of God. "Will you be a missionary, either

in person or by proxy ? Hundreds of missionaries are

now needed in the foreign field. See every portion of

China opening for the reception of the Christian mis-

pionary ! See the thousands in India and Turkey, wait-

ing to receive the seed of the gospel ! See the signs of

the times betokening that God is about to take away

the vail which, for ages, has been on the Jewish mind 1

'She latter day glory is about to burst upon us. The

prayer, " Thy kingdom come," presented by you a

thousand times, is about to be answered, and what do

you intend to do specifically towards hastening the

answer ? "Will you, in person, enter the mission field ?

Perhaps, if you have not ministerial talent, the Lord

may accept your services as a physician, a tradesman, a

farmer, a carpenter, a blacksmith. "What an amount of

\rork for the Christian laborer does the present state of

the world present

!

" See where the senrants of the Lord,

A busy multitude, appear
;

For Jesus day and night employed,

Ills heiItAj^c they toil to clear.

The love of Christ tlivir hearts coustrains,

And strengthens their unwearied hands,

They spend their »weat, and toil and pains,

To cu'tiyate l!&2i&&us:i's la&ds."
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FalM toaahen. / Btranga qmMtion. "No! bo! no!"

1

Such is the exceeding subtlety of Satan, that the most

devoted and earnest disciple may be ensnared by his

devices, -without the most careful reliance on God for

wisdom, and a minute obedience to the directions of the

written word. The danger of being beguiled by teachers

whose theories may not be in entire cOnfonnity with the

written tvord, is obviously set forth in the following con-

versation, between one who would be a spiiitual guide,

and a mother in Israel.

Said the former, " "Would you not be willing to sin,

if God required it ?
"

" No, indeed," quickly responded that mother ili

Israel

?

" Then you are not entirely dead, or you would be

willing to do any thing that God wants you to do," said

the subtle reasoner.

** God never wanted any body to sin ! He hates sin,"

responded the mother.

** Why! not be willing to sin, if it would be for the

glory of God ? " exclaimed the reasoner in an expostu-

lating tone.

** No ! no ! no ! It could not be for the gloiy of

God! God never wanted any ^ one to sin." So ex-

claimed this mother in Israel, while a feeling of abhor-

rence possessed her soul in view of being thus assaulted

by Satan. She plainly saw that this subtle reasoner

would fain, as an angel of light, have infused into her
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M1ek«d thought*. A Strang* theory. > I don't kD' r »bc«t tlwt."

soul the doctrine of devils, and her righteous spirit was

vexed, in view of the boldness of the attack.

Not willing to yield at the first repulse, the reasoner

continued his questionings.

,
** Do you ever have any wicked thoughts ?

"

She replied thnt wicked thoughts were sometimes

suggested to her mind, but she resisted them by

prayer.

He rejpined, " This is evidence that you are not yet

deadt for if you were dead, and had wicked thoughts,

they would not be from the devil, for the devil never

has any thing to do with the soul that is entirely dead."

He then went on to descant on his own experience, ard

stoutly maintained, that Satan had not had any thing to

do with him, during the past fifteen years.

This mother in Israel, perceiving that he who woild

be her mstructor, had already been led far into errcf by

bis ignorance of Satan's devices, was deeply^ grieved in

spu'it. She knew he imagined thtit he had been led into

a higher state, of which he said she could not know,

until she had also reached the same point, and well

knowing how vain her efforts in teaching him would be,

she, with an air bespeakin.; uubiousness and sorrow,

shook her head significant!/, and said, " I don't know
about that!

"
Vv jir

With a look of complacency, sad indeed to witness,

this would-be teacher in religion re maiked

:

" Once you were my teacher, but now I am your

spiritual teacher."

And thus, in his self-sufficiencv and assumption of
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DeceltftilnMW of error. A doctrine ofdorlla. Wlw» Math the word?

superior spii'itual knowledge, he turned away from one

who had indeed exercised, in former years, a motherly

supervision over him in spiritual things.

How little do we know, afiter having once become

ensnared by the subtleties of the deceivtA, how far and

how rapidly we may proceed in error ! How passing

strange, that one should go so far as to imagine he could

sin to the glory of God, when God, by his word, declares

that he cannot look upon sin with allowancoil Yet so

it was. This errorist had been so far deluded as to

imagine that, though he had not sinned for fifteen years,

and indeed could not sin, yet God, for his own glory,

might do things in him and by him which, by ^oee not

in this higher state, might be regarded as sinful.

Surely, this is in no ordinary degree a doctrine of

devils. "What more could Satan desi**^ than that pro-

fessed Christians assume the ground that they may sin

for God*s glory! But in what a\«iul terms does the

God of the Bible denounce those that assume this

groimd! "Hethatcommittethsinisof thedevil." "The

soul that sinneth, it shall die." " But*,** says the errorist,

*Ke that is bom of God cannot sin;* though the

act may appear sinful to those in a lower state, yet,

in the sight of God, they are all his own acts, for * He
docth the work.* And what a strange perversion of

Scitpture is here! God, who has said, "Thou shalt

not kill," has, with equal authority, said, " Avoid the

ajtjfearance of evil.*' " God is not tempted with evil,

neither tempteth he any man.** What a scan^ial on ths

pure doctrines of Christianity did Paul regard the «lan-
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kith llw word r » WiMM* damnntlon la Ju*t." Duty of the Mthftil.

dcrous report? of those who procli'imecl it as one of the

sayings of the early Christians, " Let us do evil that

good may come
;
" so exceedingly injurious to the pure

cause of Christ^ did he regard it, that he pronounced the

damnation of such, just.

•sji'And how should such doctrines be regarded, by those

who adhere to the blessed doctrine (»f Christian Perfec-

tion ? Shall we, who believe that the express object for

which our Savior endured the cross was to save his peo-

ple from their sins, have our forces weakened by a

semblance of fellowship with such doctrines? God
grant that we may all scand as faithful monitors, to

give timely warning of "Satan's devices." May we
ever serve as faithful and efficient instructors to those

who would find the one and onlj/yvay leading from earth

to heaven. It is the way of holiness which has been

cast up for the ransomed of the Lord to walk in. The

Bible speaks of no " higher " way, but it teaches the

necessity of constant progress in the way of holiness.

Neither do the Scriptures give ns any authority for the

blelief, that the Holy Spirit will lead lis into any other

state, than may be plainly inferred from the Bible. For

any one to imagine, that the Holy Spirit will lead him

into a state, beyond where the teachings of the "Wokd

may be specially needful, or lead him into a state or a

belief, for which an explicit " thus sailh the Lord," may
not be ^iven, is erroneous. And wherever such a

device has obtained, whether among ministiy or laity,

we fearlessly, in the name of the Lord, pronounce it a

device of Satan.
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Th* buriwl tftt«nt tiiken Awny. or one who would not pnsch.

SJhc STalnit— ufidflrlosi

Is it not possible to neglect a gift so long that it shall

be taken away and given to another ? I have known of

some remarkable cxos of this sort. One was that of a

most intimate friend, now a lay member of the church

of Christ, but, whether he is now in the enjoyment ot

religion, is a questionable matter. Fonnerly, he was

called, by the voice of the church and his own con*

science, to an oHicial relation; but he refused, and

placed himself ^n circumstances not eligible for therela'

tibn, and where he might escape importunity on the

* subject. Too well, alas ! did he succeed. But the Mas-

ter of the household, who has said, "Occupy till I

come," did not permit him to hold his gift without occu-

pying. No ! he took it away, and, for years past, this

•brother has not been able even to open his mouth in

prayer with his family. He says his gift has been taken

away, and his friends think so too. A few months

since, a brother who, some years ago, felt that he was

called to the ministry, came to see me. He refused,

and the chastisements, of the Lord were brought to bear

heavily upon him. And yet he delayed, till now it is

evident, from his physical ailments and his disastrous

financial condition, that the Lord no more requires him

in the holy vocation of the ministry. He had neglected

his gift too long. The last hour will come with you,

my brother, when you, also, will have neglected the

gift too long. Will preaching once, or twice, or a
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dozen times a year, answer the claims of God upon you,

in view of tiic dispensation of the gospel which he has

committed to you ? 1 fear it Avill not be said of y 3u,

"Well done, good and faithful servant," unless you

now decide on redeeming the time. I say " nowy* be-

cause it seems to me that the crisis in your career is now

reached.

I I do not think my mind would have been so solemnly

urged in this communication to you, but through the

operations of the Holy Spirit. Shall I tell you that I

have just passed a wakeful night in your behalf? You
may be surprised at this, in view of our short acquaint*

ance, but it is even so. I do not mean that I slept none,

but my slumbers were broken and dreamy, and I seemed

to be, most of the time, engaged in entreating you to

use your talent ere it should be taken from you.

nn*i

Sl.iMi" '-».

5f0 a S^urulariiSfd ^iuistDr.

I HAVE accustomed myself so much to talking on

paper, that, with me, the responsibility of a paper talk

seems to differ but little from that of an oral communi-

cation. I will not apologize for yielding to urginga

made on my mind by the Holy Spirit ; and I believe

it is through influences thus induced I now address you.

Had opportunity offered yesterday afternoon, I might
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have said about the same things I now write. But, ai

Providence did not then seem to permit a f^ inter*

change of thought, I could not chide myself for the

omission. Yet my heart is so burdened, that I ha^is

concluded that my expectations, at that time, were frns-

tratcd in order to indicate the present as the better mode

of communicating with you.

I asked you, on Saturday evening, whether you had

not reason to believe that God hi..» once committed to

you a dispensation of the gospel. You answered

unhesitatingly in the affirmative. O, what a wonderful

trust is this 1 It seems to me that the highest archangel

might covet a dispensation so gloriously replete with

grace. Yes, God has dispensed to my Brother ,

the ability to do what even Gabriel may not do. Why
was not the angel, who, in answer to the alms and

prayers of Cornelius, was sent from God to him, per-

mitted to dispense to him the gospel of his salvation ?

Was it not because a higher and more responsible trust

had been committed to Peter than might be committed

to an angel, even though that angel might have been

Gabriel himself? O, indeed, my brother has been

entrusted with a higher gift than any with which God
charges an angel of light. Now, my dear brother, let

me ask you before the Lord, in whose presence I stand,

have you been faithful to the solemn trust ? Have you,

in the use of this precious gift, been instant hi season,

out of season, so that, when your Lord cometh and

knocketh, you may open to him immediately, and lay,

^>Here> Lordj is thine own irith untry " ?
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Do you think Uio claims of your Lord and Master

would be satisfied, should you say, " Lord, though I

have not used this gifl for the identical purpose for which

it was entrusted, yet I have not thrown it wholly away,

l>ut have used the influence gained by ministerial char-

acter,for educational and other purposes *'
? Would this

satisfy the claims of your Judge ? If not, O, hasten, nry
brother, and repent I Yes, repent, and bring forth fruits

meet for repentance.

O, hasten and redeem the time ; for the day is for

spent, and already the Judge is at the door

!

rmt

31 Mafrhman atcas from his |poj;i.

You have been called to stand as a watchman on the

walls of Zion, but you have deserted your post. Souls,

that ought to have been warned by you, have undoubt-

edly perished. And where will their \^.cod be found ?

Do not think me severe, my dear brotiici, but can you

expect to enjoy the bliss of the blood-washed company

in heaven, while scores are eternally wailing " where

the worm dieth not and the fira is not quenched ? " -r*

souls, who might have been saved, had you improved

the dispensation of the gospel committed to you. Had
you given them timely warning, they might now have

been singing the song of Moses and the Lamb. These

suppositions are not improbable nor unscriptuiral. See
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Blood-gttiUineM. '' Lot the dead bury their dead." The reTlral.

Ezekiel 53 : 6—9 : "Ho is taken away in his iniquity,

but his blood will I require at the watchman's hands.

Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked to turn from

his way, if he turn not from his way, he shall die in his

iniquity, but thou hast deliveried thy soul," The

Lord .deliver my brother from blood-guiltiness. In

your case, I cannot see but you must either thus be

found guilty of blood, or that God will raise up another

to do your work, and to take your crown, unless you

begin at once to redeem the time. Shall it not be the

latter, my brother ? Will you not let the dead bury their

dead, and now give yourself up afresh and unreservedly

to the identical work to which you have been called ?

*-'^ »<! i'txm mp: *'it*s<J-.'i

;4j::4i>>,_(i...^ Jlw ^^i^o&tr ^niiUrt. ,i

^f'
...;a

I HAVE recently been visiting a village where scores

have been brought to see their need of a Savior. The

village is not large ; but, in proportion to the number

of inhabitants, I think the revival is the most general I

ever witnessed. On Sabbath evening, the pastor re-

quested that those who were resolved to seek the Lord

would manifest it by rising. About seventy arose.

But what a solemn announcement was made that even-

ing I A young physician, who, by his impious course,

had set God at defiance, was announced as on the very

Tefge cf eternity, and requesting the prayers of wn
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' The oppoMr—nioo«edad tor a tlin«—bnt Ood took him.

congregation. This young man had been extensively

known in the village as an opposer of religion. Three

years previous to this tiroe, the Lord commenced to

work in the place, when this young man openly said he

would put- a stop to it. For this purpose, he got up a

ball, and so engaged the attentions of the community

that he actually gained his point. No special work of

the Spirit had been known from that time till this. And

.

now God was about to take him away. The next

morning, the bell, in solemn tones, from the spire of

that village church, told the community that the oppo-

ser was removed. God had taken his own work in

hand. The work of the Lord went on with power

while I remained, till it really seemed as if the whole

place was turning to the Lord. - m* .^. ,™.,... , .c.

y-MXil^-

,A-^. ':'Ci>'i<^^iSMx'i

tm$m*
^f'A:

•yr

"And thof OTename him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their tea

ttanQii]r.'WBxTii.ATioM xU. 11.

So^ine time since, ah incident was related at the Tues-

day afternoon meeting, which was about as follows. An
aged believer, while passing over the waters of Jordan,

was severely. buffeted by Satan. All the sins of his

former life were in appalling array brought out be-

fore him ; and even his well-intended efforts were so

distorted by the presentations of the fierce accuser as to

9*
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The dying mint. Th« unrolling catalogm. '•Is that all r"

appear sins of suificient enormity to sink him forever.

The appalling catalogue of the past, as, in its unrollings,

it presented another, and another, and yet another sin,

of deeper die, would have ovorwhctmcd him but for a

vivid recollection, which, in this time of need, was

worth more than untold millions of gold. It was amid

this scene of peril that the Holy Comforter brought to

^ his remembrance, " The blood of Jesus cleanseth from

oil sin. 'rii^f-t's? ;r»Tn jm'Knf j.f,r»
^.'-•- iVv-w

But still the catalogue of the past unrolled, presenting

yet another and ahother item, which would have been

still more appalling but for the gentle whisperings of

the ever-blessed Comforter, continually urging upon his

recollections, " The blood of Jesus cleanseth from all

And still this aged disciple, sustained by the
»»

sm.

txuth wliich the Holy Spirit had brought so vividly to

his remembrance, was enabled to keep his head above

the water ; and, as the cruel tempter still presented to

his spirit's vision one sin after another, as though the

catalogue were never to be finished, the veteran believer

would, with self-abhorrence, and yet with hopefulness,

exclaim, " Is that all ? " " No," vociferated the tempter,

** that ;' not all ; here is something more ;
" and yet

again, " something more !
" till at last Satan was wearied

as it were with his own work, and conceived, doubt-

less, that he had already brought up enough to over-

whelm his antagonist, who was now fainting in the

death struggle. But the accuser did not perceive that

the Holy Spirit, as a peaceful dove, was hovering near

SUSlu. 121 uiiS aWiui iiOUr Oi COiiulCt.
rpv. _ A i - -1 - . -

xiie lempteu one.
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The naiu9 of Jumii and viotory. If you had been holy. The promine.

again rallying, cried out, " Is that all ? " " Yes," said

the tempter, " that is all." " Now," said the tempest-

tossed heliever to his exulting foe, " let me put at the

foot of that list the name of Jesus ; for the blood of

Jesus cleanseth from all sin !
" We need not add, that

the tempter was vanquished, and the exulimg victor

bounded triumphantly over the swellings of Jordan,

jmid shouts of victory, tlirough the blood of the Lamb

!

J ^-r..

*

A^

i, j I NEED not say to you that what you want is the bless

I'ng of entire san^tification. Had you been in the defi-

/oite and unwavering possession of this grace since the

time you first began to minister in holy things, doubt-

tess you had, since that time, been in unbroken and

jffective service in the ranks of the ministry, and scores,

,f not hundreds more had, through your agency, been

:onverted and sanctified, i.^-f ,u«;i^/vS';a .*«-.*.»>>» s?

i
You need this blessing now, in ordei" to enter afresh

ato the service ofthe sanctuary. " Be ye clean that bear

fhe vessels of the Lord." If you see wherein you may
have missed the mark, and have not done as much toward

having souls as you might have done, confess this before

God and your brethren. ** If we confess our sins, he is

faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us

firom all unrighteoasness." And how long will it talce
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" L^ yourself on the altar now." " The hand of » woman."

our promise-keeping God to do this ? If confessiou is

made now, ought you not to expect forgiveness and

cleansing now ? Your Savior says, " Come, for all things

are now ready." The longer you stay away, the deeper

the stains of impurity become. You will glorify God
more by coming now, than by lingering till the morrow,

and, even ere the morrow, you may be instrumental in

the canctification of others. Let me ask, my dear

brother, do you now lay yourself, with all your interests

near or remote, urion the altar ? You cannot look for

the fire to descend and consume your sacrifice, unless

your offering is u]pon the altar. It is not until you pre-

sent yourself wholly to God through Christ that you can

know the all-cleansing efficacy of that blood which puri-

£i|lb; O, that from this hour you may realize the full

power of saving grace \^^^ <>Hirfi^ mTiHm»i>(t ta^i»6ivop?« it9«

'^ mmr:.*}m im i ,». . hi.m^ihm-f^hhff^

.athe ^ijjtcrs—Sou; a dlhurrh vcix^ 3Ciult.
'^'*

*' Tho Lord Bhall sell Sisera into the hand of a woman."

j^Pften has* the observation of Deborah, with the

accompanying circumstances, come to mind in unison

with the thought of two devoted sisters residing in the

village of L . In this place, which is contiguous to

a seat of learning, where many Gamaliels of the present

day have been tuitioned in those aristocratic views which

would expose to contumely, and keep at a distance th»
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Aootmrd. A gay profesflor rerovated. RMUltl.

approach of Methodism, thes'; sisters have been instru-

mental in rearing our banner. At the same place resides

a brother who, for several years, has been a member of

our communion. Though possessed of enlightened

piety which, if sufficiently ardeut, would have gathered

others around him, he stood, for some years, shrinkingly

aione.**'''*^*^**'^*^** ''^^ '/JHif •*><*' i''*fhTin»m mit .%,!,»., :a'*i»*'f,y:t;t»i4^

Cracious influences cften urged him to invite a gath-

ering of the people for social worship. As time passed

on, probabilities for successful action on the part of

Methodism grew less promising. About four years

since, the elder of two sisters, than exceedingly gay, vis-

ited the city of . Here, coming in contact with

a lover of holiness, a plainly attired female disciple of

the Lord Jesus, she became convinced that she was her-

self a lover of pleasure more than a lover of God. She

yielded to the persuasions of the Spirit, renounced the

world, and, on making this surrender, found the way to

the cross, which had before seemed inaccessible, perfectly

easy. v*^'?,v m-^m

She returned home with a spirit fired witl the life-

renewinjx energies of the gospel, and it was not long ere

she obtained a fellow-helper in an only sister. A fond

mother also soon afterwards joined with them in their

heavenward course. Aais ^m m^^uiir^-ii^ ^Uitt'tmiiii^tHmi'--

Through the instrumentality of Mr.. S., the female

who had been helpful in the conversion of the cldei , with

others who had become interested, these lambs of

the fold were directed to the more elevated work of the

No sooner did they become understauuiiigiy
*
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convinced, thaii they resolved, at evtJ-y sti^rifice, ok

securing (le prive of their high ce^'ing. Aiidt'jjy Im/v«!

all since become zoaloua "wft^^nesses that *he blood of

Jesus clcauscth i'unn all aiv.*i;Thtcoui;:nrs8. The reigh-

bors Avero invited to their house for social worship, bi't

the place soon become too simill. ISTaiiy zealous wor*

shippers ard /mo chuiches oi'o the xjsnltof .'! work

tlius coin.me;iccd.;«jS'-"i^<«t-ia(itK au€> :m.i^ ^fe^r- «w-k«la<)n

s'yiThe h"othi;r wlic had so long stood alone, mourning

ever the de;;(»latioii3 of Zion, most heartily cooperates

witlx tiVi ;5caloiJ!j sisters in their labors of love, and he,

"wilh thomsclves, is now wiUldng onward, by the might

of the Spirit, in the King's highway. The example of

tliese sisters brings out the express design of "the Savior

in redeeming us unto liimself. Witness his words:

'•• Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us

from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar

people, zealous of good works." And what an encour-

aging consideration that God so often takes the weak

things of this world to confound the mighty ! And
sho'ild not such an exemplification of the blessedness of

entire devotedness to God be inspiring to all who seek

the upbuilding of Zion ? How little probability is there

that these two sisters would have been thus inspired,

apd thus successful, hp.d they not thus early been filled

with the might which inward holiness giv< 3 ! How was

it that the brother, who had occupied tlv • iound years

before, had been shrinking from the ; \ .ions of the

Holy Spin Had he obeyed, his 0. .3 might before

haye resul ..^ in rearing the walls c uxon in tliat place.
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Bonus bad the offor. " Tho MlMionary Dooki.'*

Had he, early in his religious career, received the full

baptism of the Holy Ghost, ns did these two sisters, he

would not have yielded to his shrinking flesh, and the

Lord might not have raised up these two sistors to do

what ho, in his manly strength, if wholly sanctified,

might have done. Barac seemed fairly to have had the

offer of doing what Deborah afterwards did, and it was

not to his credit that God sold Sisera into the hand of a

You gave mo an encouraging account of the " Mis-

sionary Books," in your last, and said, as far as you

could ascertain, about twenty persons had, within a few

weeks, received the blessing of entire sanctification

through reading them. And, among these, are six in

the college who are preparing for the ministry ! And
not only young men, but, among the number who have

put on the whole armor, are gray-hau'ed men, who are

boldly testifying, from experience, that, " The blood of

Je8"« cleansetk !Vom all sin." Hallelujah ! the Lord

Go'i v-uimpotfjii reigneth ! :i£i-t.,ihmdm 'itr^JmJd^ll.:^kkl&i*t?

X shall long ic hear how these, my dear southern

friends, endure. The sanc*;.iied have much to endure.

"We are sanotified to prepare us for conflict," says the

devoted Bishoti H, ** God arms us with the
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God'i obiect In our tanctlflcotion. Weslay't opinion.

armor of righteousness, in order that we may stand the

fiercest fire from the ranks of the enemy. Yet in all

we may stand. I have known some intimately, who,

though placed in the front of the battle, and called to en-

dure the hottest fire, have remained unshaken for years.

Yet my heart is moved with tenderest sympathy and

solicitude for those who are babes in this grace. With
Mr., Wesley, I have observed it is exceeding common for

persons to lose it more than once before they are estab-

lished therein." That excellent man also warns us against

yielding to the impression, that persons who have pro-

fessed this attainment were deceived, because they are

not now in the enjoyment of it. After describing a

most instructive experience of this blessing, he says,

" Now suppose, ten weeks or ten months hence, this per-

son should be cold and dead, shall I say she deceived her-

self, this was merely the work of her imagination ? Not

at all ; I have no right so to judge, or authority so to

speak. I will rather say, she was unfai'hful to the

grace, and so cast away what was really given. There-

fore that way of talking, which has become so common,

of staying to see if the gift be really given, which some

take to be so exceedingly wise, I take to be exceedingly

foolish. If a man say I feel nothing but love, and I

know him to be an honest man, I believe him. What,

then, should I stay to see ? Not whether he has such

a blessing, but whether he will Tcecp it." See Mr.

Hartweirs tract, " Old Paths," in reply to H, Mattison.

j,^ Mr. Wesley goes on to say, ** What a grievous error,

to think those that are saved from sin cannov lose what
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Purity may b« lo«t—or kept -iiL'—<* Tha lawyer.

they have gained 1 It is a miracle if they do not, see-

ing all earth and hell are engaged against them ; while,

meantime, so few even of the children of God endeav-

or skilfully to help them. . . . Two things are certain

:

the one that it is possible to lose even the pure love of

God ; the other that it it. not necessary—^it is not

unavoidable, it may be lost, but it may be kept." Yes,

^ we may be kept, by the power of God through faith.

Christ is able to keep that which we have committed

into his hands unto that day. He is able to keep us

from falling, and to present us faultless before the prei-

ence of his glory with exceeding joy,ti»«^'^^t^^ y'i**>i;

,rm mi m^^^t^ r ,.. .

r^ym^m^:-'^^ ^^

j^lj t[ Ptoi%r ittuialiott anil |olitii:3. r ai^

rf\-4yf tf:%^tnini0»'iM '.yxd^.ki r — Wi mt -ikf^ fikr^ ^^fiiM^

''On Saturday evening, 1 called, when on my way to

meeting, on Brother S , the lawyer, who, you will

remember, made such an interesting confession, last

Thursday evening, in the altar. I was there introduced

to a gentleman who was a student at the Wesky r-.

University at the same time Brother S was there.

I found afterwards, that this gentleman, who was in-

deed prepossessing in his appearance, was formerly a

flaming minister, and, about six years since, was called,

from tV.- midst of a gracious revival in his charge, to

take * : presidency of one of our literary institudons,

'

the duties of which, he has been filling till wi^ia the

'<^*~^
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last two ji' tliKje weeks. He had now come to this city,

intending to take the editorship of a political paper.

Said Brother S —, in view of this arrangement,
' " What ! you, a minister, romp o enter into politics, and

I, a lawyer, have had lo get out oi them to save my
'soul." I knew nothing o^ these matters, however, till

a subsequent interview, but O, how continuously am I

assured that God does give me wisdom when I put my
"trust in him ! I think I had not boen with this brother

more than two minut'i when, on ascertaining he was a

minister, I said, ** Brother, do you enjoy the witness of

entire sanctification ? " He said he feared he was far

from it, and knew not tnat he could speak with clear-

ness of a state of justification. I observed that iiis case,

in this regard, was not remarkable. If he had not, in

obedience to God, been going on to entire holiness, he
' could not, of course, have been standing still, any more

than the Israelites could have stood still after the}- were

brought out of Egypt, and had journeyed forward to the

borders o- fhe pr- mised ' nd. The Lord would not let

them stand still there ; they either had to obey and go

forward, or ?'' back ; and thus it must be with our-

selves. From this momant his case was laid as a bur-

den on my soul. He went to the Saturday night meet-

ing, and became moi deeiily convicted of his need of

inward purity. On • ' ibbath, yet clearer light pen-

etrated his soul. Ha toll, me he had lost his relish

for preaching, and had not preached more than once or

twice in a year ; but he went with me to my parish,

'•(the city prison,) and labored there and preached at
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N , on "Perfect love casteth out fear," in the

evening. My heart was so burdened with his case, that

I spent the night in wakefulness, in his behalf.

I believe the Lord sends messages now through

human agencies just as truly as in former days, and O,

how pressed in spirit I was, until I had delivered the

burden ofmy heart to this brother I The result was, that

he felt the message to be as the word of the Lord to him.

The Spirit had diet ed the message, and now carried

it to his inmost heait. He felt, as I had believed, that

a crisis of wonderful magnitude in his career had come.

He wept in deep humility before God, and now says that

his work is the ministry. I believe it does us good not

on)v to confess our faults before God, but before one

anucher; and, yesterday afternoon, at the meeting, this

brother made an humble confession, and he now feels

that nothing less than the full baptism of the Holy

G^ ^st can make him permanently what God intends he

should be.
. f^Ti^(ftt^:-\^'f\4il ht\: A'''fV^^^'' u^^ f^^^itM^

'i^-'^irA -i/iy.*!^' ^As*. ,4'T/f •*•-'. ••>-*?i^i-ii^¥'
*.fe.,I

JSwuIar iuHinm and a dfatl U ih Pmlstra*

?! . I WONDER if ^eter, John, James or any of the other

apostles, had been called, after the day of Pentecost, to

devote themselves to the cause of education, or to fill

many a situation which clergymen, now fill connected

with dollars and cents, whether they would not have
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"IlhnoliMaon." If Ood'i erdw wtn IbUoirad.

•(V

•aid, " It ia not rouson tliut wo »hould lonvo tho word of

God and serve UibloM." Doubtluu thoy would lay, to

their bretlireii of tho liiity, ** I^ook yo out among yoa

7 lenof houcitt report, full of thu Holy Ghost and wisdom,

whom wc may appoint ovur this business, but wo will give

oursclvcH continually to pniyer and tho miniHtry of the

a»'d." 1 foci (luito sure that cither Peter, James or

,-n, while the freshness of their baptism mos upon

them, would have felt that they were coming down from

tho duties of their high vocation if any situation, how-

over eligible, hud been offered not wholly connected

with the ministry of tho word. But wo do not read

that tliey over lost the freshness of that baptism, and^

from the subsequent tone of their writings, wo may con-

clude that such was c;vcn their devotion to their work

that they would ever have felt that it was " not reason
"

for them to leave the ministry of the word, for any

other work. i

,yWero it now the order of the church that ministers of the

present day should tarry at Jerusalem until endued with

power from on high, by the reception of the full bap"

tism of tfic Holy Ghont, and were the freshness of this

baptism ever retained, what a different aspect would the

church present ! Many more brethren, full of the Holy

Ghost and wisdom, might be found to manage those

matters which now take the attention of ministers, and

far more effectual would be the labors of those men who
should give themselves continually to prayer, and the

ministry of the word.

^ The reason why we do not now witness more of those



ICONOMY OV fALVATION. 77

TIm TwIm at th« ftltar. •• Sbltoh k

remarkable diiplayi of grace which tome think to be A

peculiarity of apostolic dayi, ii doubtleii only becauie

minittteri and pooplo do not feel that it is an imperiotu

arid divine injunction that they tarry at Jerusalem until

they recoive the baptism of the Holy Ghost. >'9

'i0

^vt'i:
i«>>i j^.iltil,.J--^''j&SI#

itu^iV ,iu

I Two or throe evenings since, a Jew was converted at

the altar of the church where we worship. He came for-

ward two evenings. As I conversed with him on the

first occasion, and would have told him how to trust in

Christ, he said, ** I do not understand." I endeavored

to simplify, but he continued to say, " I cannot under-

stand." " I came here," said he, " to confess that I

now believe in Christ as the true Messiah." His expec-

tation seemingly had not gone so far as to say, " I have

found him of whom Moses, in the law and the prophets,

did write." The next evening, he came forward" to

espouse Christ as his personal Savior, and the Lord gra-

ciously enabled him to call Jesus Lord by the Spirit.

And most interestingly did he testify of it before a large

congregation. He stands at the head of a company of

inquirers who have, for some time past, been meeting to

investigate in regard to a coming Shiloh. Now, he boldly

testifies that Shiloh has come. He is very intelligent,

and given to investigation. We do not doubt but that
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Tba testimony. Thu Carlitlon't Toaoher. Lesioni.

the Lord is about to raise hiia up as a preacher of right-

eousness among his own people. I have learned that

several of his inquiring friends were present at the time

he went forward, and, from the altar, testified of his

experimental kiowledge of Christ as his Savior. One

of the largest and most expensive synagogues in Amer-

ica is within a few steps of this church ; and our pastor

thinks that this is only the beginning of a work among

our friends who have so long been looking for Shiloh to

come. ' '

,!<:• ' n- ui ; :
"> . *• i .Tt./ji

.,.^; »••*»

I

afhe im S^acte—&us m& (Bamalid.
Ui

f f I HAVE heard my dear Dr. P. say, in speaking of

the scholarship of Paul, that he was regarded as more

than ordinarily favored because he sat at the feet of

Gamaliel; but that the most obscure Christian has a

Teacher with whom Gamaliel is not to be compared.

The Christian sits at the feet of Jesus. Christ is his

Teacher, and is ever, in love, saying to his pupil,

" Learn of me." You say you have been taking some

new lessons in trusting the Lord. I shall wait for your

answer to this with much interest, expecting, of course,

to learn the result of these new lessons in trusting; the

Lord. I have also been taking some new lessons, of

late, in the art of holy warfare. Blessed be the Cap-

tain of my salvation. He does teach *' my hands to war,

and my fingers to fight.'
»»
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Increwring light obeyed. Lut neodlesa ornament gone.

*^ iacu gou mm u|| Jlin gcs, Jill f

^, A LADY, who by some might have t)een called a star in

the fashionable world, was wholy sanctified last night.

About three months since, she was converted. But, in

looking upon her, and observing how light was grad-

ually brought to her mind as she became better able to

endure it, I thought of the Savior's words to his disci-

ples, " I have many things to say unto you, but ye can-

not bear them now." Her influence has been consider-

able in view of the many who, more recently than her-

self, have been brought to Christ ; and O, how I longed

that she, in all things, might be an example to believ-

ers I She has, by degrees, been parting with her relics

of worldliness, till I really hope that she has now parted

with her last one. This one had given me uneasiness,

and I asked her if she would not give it up. " I

will," said she. Last night, she came to the social

meeting, adorned as a woman professing godliness.

Her appearance was not only lovely, but of good report

as a follower of Jesus. As I noticed that this sister's

last needless ornament was gone, it brought vividly to

my recollection a scene in the history of Jacob and. his

household, where he was commanded to go up to

Bethel, there to receive a renewal of the promises to

himself and to his seed. Before going up, they were to

put away all their household gods, and their earrings,

and change their garments, and be clean. After they

had made these preparations, Jacob took their household
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gods, and their earrings, and hid them under an oakj

doubtless with the intention that they should never

—

never— be again resumed. Thus prepared, they went up

to Bethel, and most graciously did the Lord accept

them. Jacob's name was changed to Israel, and the

Lord renewed his covenant to him and his seed forever.

And thus it was with this sister. She had searched out

her last idol, and hid it. "Have you given up all?"

I asked. " Yes, all" she replied. " If you are indeed

wholly given up, the Lord waits now to receive you

wholly. He does not mean five minutes hence, but

now" " Now is the accepted time, behold, now is the

day of salvation." She appropriated the promises, and

was cleansed &om all filthiness of the flesh and spirit.

I had thrown my arm around her, as I stood conversing,

and so great was the power resting upon her that her

physical system began to give way, and she sunk under

'£i- .^H-r )ii yjii-i i»-!''^a.
" The OTerwhelming p^wer of saTing grace."

'
J . i r :- . ;,,/<»'. i :i\'i.-n is^- /*f-i%

She jjiflus Sftisims and tor ^uruani
,'J;r'O-

•t'.t' : . t5w
.
E I .1 .. kA^\\ ' .'V. ^ .!',i :!•,.(>•'.' . .•^.•f'ii'v.f««

«k A Catholic girl, of more than ordinary intelligence,

was translated from the kingdom of darkness into the

kingdom of God's dear Son, a few hours since. Christ

manifested himself to her as her reconciled Savior while

I tras endeavoring to direct the eye of her faith.
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Sweetly did the peace of God, which passeth all under-

standing, take possession of her heart. She has been

living with a dear friend of mine, who took her in as

extra help in the hour of sickness. As the occasion

passed by, she still kept her, for she perceived that

the spirit of the Lord had begun to brood upon the

chaos of her heart. Her zeal and sincerity seemed

worthy of a better faith ; and, now that God sent her, in

the order of his providence, where the light of truth

shone upon her, she was not disobedient to the heavenly

vision. But it was by a gradual process. And my
friend acted upon the principle that she would sacrifice

that which cost her something, and so, in the hope of

(Securing the ultimate salvation of the girl, she still re-

tained her, though she did not longer need her services.

How do millions of this world's wealth sink into insigni-

ficance in view of the salvation of one soul ! If this

soul may be a star in the crown of my friend, the

wealth of the richest kingdom on earth would be as

dust in the balance compared with the gain of having

saved a soul from death. The relation of mistress and

servant involves higher responsibilities than many ima-

gine. If every pious lady at the head of a household

establishment should feel that the souls of those who
are dependent on her care are as priceless as her own
in the sight of God, would there not be greater sacrifices

made for their spiritual benefit ? ? 'J'j i '•*•;. t it Msr

-'(

'•d
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, Jf( Who is there even among you that would shut the doors for nought T Neithtr

> do ye kindle a fli-e on mine altar for nought."

J AM thankful for the opportunity ta say, that, if

our friends should do much more toward sustain-

ing the institutions of religion among themselves, it

would do much towards hettering their spiritual condi-

tion. The Bible makes it as much a duty to give

according as God has prospered us, as it makes it our

duty to pray. One reason why many are spiritually

lean is, because they are so lean in their manner of

giving. God gives, generally, in both spirituals and

temporals, in about the proportion we give to others.

" Give, and it shall be given you, good measure, pressed

down, shaken together, and running over." Those

who do not give gospel measure do not receive gospel

measure. We ought to regard it at least as great a

privilege to give as to receive. But why do I thus

speak ? The Bible makes it greater. ** It is more

blessed to give than to receive." Yet this is a privilege

of which our friends do not avail themselves as they

ought. In the first place, if they have a church to

build, or repair, instead of regarding it as a privilege

to lay up specifically for that purpose, as David did,

unwilling to sacrifice that which cost him nothing, some,

I fear, would regard it as a privilege to have our city

j&riends, by public subscriptions or private donations,

pay oflf the debt to the last cent. And, from the scanty
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support that some of theso give their minister, I have

thought that they might feel themselves as so much in

pocket if their minister might be sustained from abroad

also. Certain it is, that it would be more comfortable for

the feelings of their minister, who is sometimes left to feel

as though he was receiving his scanty support more as

a dependent on the charities of his people, than £^ an

ambassador from the court of heaven.. In the days of

the prophet Malachi, there were those who were dis-

posed to sustain the institutions of religion in about the

same way. They waited long, and in earnest entreaty,

at God's altar. They were ready to sacrifice also, but

it was not of that which cost them any thing. Have
you not noticed how ready some people were to appro-

priate to their minister that which they cannot turn in-

to money? "Well, just such ofierers were those who
waited at the altar in the days of this ancient prophet.

And these would have had the prophet beseech God
that he would be gracious unto them. But what does

the Lord, by the mouth of the prophet, say ? " Who is

there even among you that would shut the doors for

nought ? Neither do ye kindle a fire on mine altar for

nought ; I have no pleasure in you, saith the Lord of

Hosts, neither will I accept an offering at your hand."

And when the blessing of the Lord is withheld from

such a people, as it ever must be, how ant they are to

suppose that it is for want of power with God in their

minister ! But, though the most holy minister that

ever filled the sacred desk, or even Gabriel from the

throne of God direct, should minister to such a people.

/I
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Who can bless when God curses? A revival prayed for. Why delayed 7

it were in vain to supplicate the blessing of God. God

has pronounced a curse on those who oflfer polluted bread

upon his altar. And who can minister blessings to

those, upon whom God has pronounced curses, unless

they will first repent and forsake their covetous

practices

'SiVi-<^i

-Jit'! -^j;n vTlil^fyp

f;; W~'> I
.>:V:U:lu-': li-^'^' Vti'.'i' ,''>*^i:iV

, "SSlItg is Ws ({Wid S0 long in tmln^?"'
»

ff ?i

I AM thankful to learn that you are, with such ardent

longings, looking for a revival of religion. May the

Lord give my dear brother the desire of his heart in

seeing the church quickened, and in beholding repen-

tant sinners brought home to Christ. To rejoice in this

is to rejoice in the joy of Christ and of angels. It was

the joy of Christ to see many sons brought to glory.

Angels rejoice over one sinner that repenteth.

I do not think that your heavenly Father will reprove

you for your earnestness in this behalf. But " Ye have

need of patience."

Perhaps the chariot wheels are waiting in order that

the church may be better prepared for the weighty

responsibility that an ingathering to the fold of Christ

ever imposes. Nursing fathers and mothers are as much
needed in tht family relation of heaven, as in the family

relation of earth. How soon would the new-bom in-

fant languish and die if it were not for the most careful
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AdditionB to the church may be useless. A cheap gospel.

and minute assiduities of those to whom it is entrusted 1

Alas I how often do babes, born into the kingdom of

Christ, languish and die for want of the pains-taking

assiduities of holy love! . 'iri 'ijit ; " '\

•^ For want of a holy, zealous membership, not unfre-

quently has much of the the fruit of a revival been lost.

Though weight may have been added to the church in

numbers, yet, in this, the church is not advantaged, un-

less her membership, in their individual capacity, be as

lights in the world. Every member who is not a light

which may be safely followed, tarnishes her glory, and

retards her triumphant march towards those higher re-

gions of light and glory into which God intends that

she shall, ere long, merge. > -s .«. ,

ff «

,*;'?'^i?

UAm-^r. i^'- -
'

'
'
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'. .' How much shall we glTe to reliere it ?

I HAVE long felt that we are but stewards ; and,

whether the Lord would have us appropriate means to

sustain churches the financial condition of whose mem-
bership requires that they should sustain themselves,

and where the people are suffering from penuriousness

just as much as the church is suffering from debt, has

often placed me in embarrassing circumstances. Not to

give when solicited is always a trial ; but to give to

ohurches who want a cheap gospel is doing them no
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favor, and is making mo, in the eye of God, an un^viat

steward. Rather would I be in the place of the hea^

then, who know not the gospel, than in the place of

those who put so light an estimate upon it as to be

unwilling to make sacrifices of time and money for its

support. We have hundreds of calls for expenditures

of both time and money in this city, of which our —

—

friends can know but little. The poor, from almost

every lane and alley in our city, are calling for aid

;

not only our own poor, but we have, as you know,

an influx of the destitute from almost every nation

under heaven. We have not only the churches where

wo worship * sustain, the most of which are largely in

debt, but we sustain several mission stations, besides

entertaining scores of calls from destitute portions of the

land, where the church is breaking up new ground.

To give, under circumstances of this sort, is blessed—
far more blessed than to receive. The one of whom
you speak, who is reputed rich, is not rich according to

the worldling's acceptation of that term. The reason

why some have thought him rich is probably the fact

that he endeavors to give according as the Lord pros-

pers him i that is, he does not increase his personal

and domestic expenditures as his means increase, but

economizes in these that he may give to the cause of

Christ as God has prospered him. He who does not

do this is not a Bible Christian in this regard. I know

he gives one hundred dollars yearly to one foreign sta-

tion alone, has done it for years past, and expects to do

it, should the Lord spare him, for years to come. In

i
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the church where he holds his own relation, he has

probably paid two or three hundred dollars during the

past year, while scores of other calls have made demands

on his purse. But as to the church in , I think

he would say that even one dollar is too much to give

to a people who know the excellency of the gospel, but

are unwilling to give of their own means for its sup-

port. •»^'''*«'''^-^* '" '*-'"^ '•'thivr'-*^^' #,»^rt *'>' HlM^lf

fJSlllWO '^•ty-.'n J-'<Al(iJ nt:, «,ik ',S W-i^

Jl Sutttolland 4^ftsDflUnr8 mi ^m\m S^mh.

nifm^Mis^ 'imf^p' "•**
i, ..'i'ii; •^! *.?,

The coupling of dollars and souls thus may look sin-

gtilar, but, when the results of time are summed up in

the light of eternity, it will doubtless appear that they

have often sustained a connecti- - unthought of at the

time. Shall I illustrate my meaning by an incident of

recent occurrence ? "^
' r^;^/^»' ;ff

Some time since, a missionary from a distant Indian

settlement visited our city for the purpose of raising

funds, to resuscitate a church edifice which had been

well-nigh ruined by a freshet. The call was one which

so evidently ought to be met, that no one doubted a ready

response. Said one, belonging to a church which,

according to its means, had met a variety of calls

with surprising promptness, "We have been doing so

much for others that I fear we do not look sufficiently at

home. An application will, of course, be made to our
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Board of Trustees for this object, but here is this, and

the other church of our city, who has a membership

able to buy us out fifty or a hundred times over. It is

not reason that we should so often be entertaining col-

lections of this sort when there am churches so much
more able to do it." About thus the matter stood, when

the weary, worn missionary toother made application for

a collection, as had been anticipated. " Your call ought

to be met," said the one addressed, soothiii_,ly; "but,

brother, why do you not first go to churches far more

able to give than ourselves ? " mentioning several such.

The missionary replied, " I have been to these, but

such are their own embarrassments that they can do

nothing for me." One of these had just contracted a

debt c*t Ifev^m hundred dollars for the fresca painting of

its i, lils I lone, reside other large expenditures, amount-

ing to ioisr or five thousand dollars for matters perhaps

eqaally important. Of course, he could not urge a col-

lection under such embarrassments. " Come," said the

person addressed, ** if I can have any influence towards

getting you a collection at our church, you shall have

it.'* ** Not many of the mighty or noble have been

called among us, yet oar people give nobly." " Hardly

can I account for our ability to give as we do, only that

the Lord blesses us in giving." " Indeed, I have re-

garded our remarkable religious prosperity as connected

with, this matter." ** "We have no organ to be paid for,

nor organist to pay, nor money to lay out for fresco

painting, or other mere decorations." " But dollars with

us look very small, when an expenditure of money may
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tell on the salvation of souls. Anc^ since our more

wealthy brethren cannot makr up your deficiency, we
take satUfaction in doiu^ it

'*

J The collection being anaou

morning, the missionary

divine presence rcsWd dow . > .^

an unusual degree. The people

a mind to give. In a few momciits, the one hundred

and fifty dollars were announced, and more could as

readily have been obtained harl it been needful.

" God will bless a people who give after this sort,"

said an individual present. And God did bless. That

day, the work of revival, with which that church had,

for months, been blessed, received a new. impulse, and,

ere its close, it was foimd that twelve souls had been con-

verted. We well knew that we had merited nothing,

and in humbleness of mind before God could only say,

" Of thine own have we given thee." But we felt,

in our hearts, that the temple of Solomon could not have

been more evidently blessed with tokens of the divine

presence than our ul adorned, yet commodious, temple

had been on that day. When one said, at the close of

the day, " Should we not have been losers had we re-

fused that collection,—one hundred and fifty dollars

and twelve souls ? " our hearts said, " Let us live and

die with a people who have not so many artificial wants

as to put up the bar against applications from necessitous

churches." And inexpressibly glad were we that the

woe of which Mr. Wesley speaks had npt yet fallen

8*
.1
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upon U8, when rich men should become necessaiyto

us.

' Should we not think our Quaker friends had lowered

the dignity of their position if, in order to attract the at-

tention of the more wealthy, they should deem it neces-

sary to build churches with lofly sj^es, stained window-

glass, and fresco paintings ? And, ae an individual^ I

know that there aie those of other denominations who
are looking down with pity upon us in view of the inno-

vattbns of this description which are now coming in upon

us. But, alas ! how prone we are to incline, with

God's ancient, peculiar people, to say, " Make us a king

that we may be like to the nations that are about us
**

!

God had designed that they should stand ^lone, and, by

their exhibitions of glory and strength, attract the eyes

of surrounding nations to them ; and how sadly did they

mistake the ipark in coming over to the usages of other

nations instead of bringing other nations over to them

!

What a coming down was this ! Said a lawyer, one ot

the most intelligent and influential men residing in one

of our large cities, " Our Metnodist friends mistalce the

matter when they come down from their simplicity.

I now and then get into one of their little social meet-

ings to hear an old Methodist brother speak. I sup-

pose some might call him illiterate ; but there is more

divinity in one of his simple recitals of experience than

in most of the sermons I hear." He then gave his

views in regard to our departures from our well-known

original simplicity in building and decorating churches,

in language much as above expressed. May the Lord
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who refer us back to the temple of Solomon as a model

for a place of Christian worship.
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ExPEBiENCE is the best test. I am not fond of dis-

cussion on the plain Bible doctrine of Christian holi-

ness,—a doctrine which the Scriptures have made so

plain that " the way-faring men, though fools, shall not

err therein." To my mind, there seems to be a direct,

and not a circuitous way of coming to the light on this,

the crowning doctrine of the Bible, and the most dis-

tinctive doctrine of Methodism. " If any man will do

his Will, he shall know of the doctrine." If he does not

do his will, and specifically seek to obey the command,

**Be#ye holy," have we a Bible reason for believing

that he does know of the doctrine ? And if he does not

experimentally know of the doctrine, would it not be

better for him to pause, and, either by the longer or

the shorter way, come into the enjoyment of the wit-

ness of this grape, as did the now sainted minister, who,

as I am about to relate, fairly tried both the longer and

the shorter ways ?

Mr. C, when quite young as a minister, felt that he

was called ofGod to be a man of clean hands and a pure
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heart. He sought, with all his heart, this preparation

for the duties of his holy calling, and quickly felt that the

Holy Spirit bore witness with his spirit that the work«

was wrought. Shortly afterwards, being at a meeting in'

the old John St. Church in New York, he felt it his

duty to confess that God had sanctified jum wholly.

He shrunk from the duty, and lost the blessing just as

Fletcher did, and as hundreds of others have lost it

since his day. ^

I^ felt keenly his loss, and spoke of it with much^'

regret, but did not regain it again till after the lapse of

twenty years. During these twenty years, he never

lost his deep interest in the subject, but sought it by'|

fasting, prayer, and tears. Fasting, prayers, and tears^

are all good, and all helpful ; but they will not take the

place of saving faith. One act of faith can raise the

dead to life, and can do more for us than twenty years

of groans and tears without it. " Withov h, it. is

inypossihle to please God." If ever any ons. cifectually

tried the longer way, this eminent minister of Christ

did. I might give the results of this trial of twenty

years more in detail, for he was my chosen friend, and I

have rather a minute knowledge of the whole experi-

ment J but I forbear. Many of my dear brethren in

Christ, who will read these lines, are already but too

well acquainted with this oft-trodden and re-trodden

ground to need a detailed account of what would be but

a transcript of their own painful experiences. Suffice

it to say, that this brother beloved in Christ resolved

subsequently to try the " shorteb way." ,i5
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^^ I was present, and well remember just how he came

to make the resolve, and with what feelings and words

he ventured to experiment on the shorter way. And,

before God, I adjure every minister of Christ to go and

do likewise, if they shall find that the result of the

experiment,in the case of my friend, proved it to be of

God.

Mr. C. was at the house of a Christian frieL.d with

whom he had, for a score of years, been conversant.

The conversation turned, as it had often done before* on

the subject of present and full salvation. The friend

spoke of the fountain open in the house of David,—of

the privilege of every sincere and earnest believer to

plunge at once into this ever-open fountain. Mr. C.

replied in a manner somewhat chilling for him to the

heart of his ardenc friend

:

** Sister,—I have a great veneration for the teachings

of Mr. Wesley. No man, since the days of the apos-

tles, has, in my opinion, come nearer inspiration than he.

And Mr. "Wesley says, * The soul is often more painfully

convicted previt)us to receiving the blessing of sanctifi-

cation than previous to receiving the blessing of justifi-

cation.' It seems to me that I have never had those

painful convictions that Mr. Wesley speaks of." Said

his friend

:

" Brother C, I have known you over twenty years,

and seldom have I seen you but you have said something

expressive of your painful convictions and your deep

feeling on the subject of holiness. Now, suppose all

the painful convictions of the past twenty years were
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gathered up within the compass of a few months, would

not these amount to painful convictions ?" ^
" Indeed they would !

" he exclaimed.

" "Well, some are not conyicted over a few months for

this blessing, and others not over a few weeks. Now
if all the feeling you have had on this subject were

brought up within the compass of a few weeks, would it

not be painful conviction ?
"

" O, it would indeed have been most painful 1

"

His friend then remarked, that many were not con-

victed over a few days for this blessing,— that the light

discovering inbred corruption burst suddenly upon them.

"And now. Brother C, imagine what might be the

amount of your pain if all the conviction you have had,

during the past twenty years, were condensed within the

corapass of a few short days." u:iA>-i

His very nature shuddered at the thought of what

must be the poignancy of such long-continued feeling,

if thus concentrated, and he fairly yielded the point.

His friend, knowing that neither tears, earnestness,

nor conviction are our Savior, that Christ is the only

Savior, and that one plunge into the open foimtain can

do more towards cleansing the soul from sin than rivers

of tears, earnestly inquired,

—

" Brother C, if you knew you were going to die in two

minutes, what would you do ?
"

" i would cast myself on the infinite merits of my
Savior !

" he quickly responded.

" Do you think he would save you ?
"
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^^** Yea, If even J, through his precious merits, would

be saved !

"
/

"What, from a// sin?**

«>*'Yes,

^0.^ I * * From off lulquJty.fcom All, i »|j|j ^>ii

Ha wo^ld i|iy wnl ladeem.*

"

Ji .«' What 1 "without any more conviction ? " exclaimed

his friend. • -.ntn iakrun^.'!^-

At this point, he manifested much emotion, and,

amid tears and smiles, exclaimed :

—

-ii^**0, sister, you have cornered me!" He now saw

where his error had been, in taking the ** longer toay"

when, in less than two minutes, he might, at any period

during his earnest religious career, have cast himself

wholly on the infinite merits of his Savior, and been

saved at once from all sin. And, now that he perceived

his error, he delayed not, but at once cast himself as

fully and everlastingly on Christ as, perhaps, he would

have done, if he had been about to take a leap into the

eternal world. The moment he did this, he consciously

realized that he was saved fully, and was enabled to

testify that the blood of Jesus cleanseth from all sin.

On the evening of that day, I heard him testify,

before a large congregation, in one of our city churches,

ofthe blessedness of the one and only way into the holiest

—^by virtue of a present and entire reliance on Christ.

And is not this the present duty of every believer ? Does

God leave it to our choice whether we will now obey the

command—whetherwe will now be holy or not ? Surely,

brethien, it is not left optional with ourselves whether we
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will take the longer or the shorter way. God commands

present holiness. The early apostles did not need this

grace more than ourselves. Our inefficiency from not

having earlier obtained ^his grace will, I fear, tell in the

loss of souls. Dear ambassador for Christ, how many

more souls might, you have been instrumental in saving,

had you entered into the enjoyment of this grace when

God first called you by his Spirit, saying, " Be ye clean

that bear the vessels of the Lord "
! Would you not

have been instrumental in saving more souls if you had

been filled with the power of inward holiness ? What has

become of these so^ls who might thus have been saved ?

Is there not danger that God may require their blood at

your hands ? Surely, you have already lingered quite

too long. Bedeem the time. If God says to you now,

** Be ye holy," he does not mean to-morrow. Opinions

of men about a longer or a shorter way will furnish no

excuse on points where the Bible is so clear. Hear

Wesley, as he mingles Bible admonition and cogent,

argument : " Now, with God, one day is as a thousand

years. It plainly follows, that the quantity of time is

nothing to him. Centuries, years, months, days, hours,

and moments, are exactly the same. Consequently,

he can as well sanctify in a day after we ai'e justified as

in a hundred years. There is no difference at all un-

less we suppose him to be one with ourselves. Accord-

ingly, we see, in fact, that some of the most unquestion-

able witnesses of sanctifying grace were sanctified within

a few days after they were justified."

—

Wesley's Works,

Vol. vii, p. 14. If these are fair deductions from scrip?
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ture and experience, what is your state to-day before

God ? And are you sure that some of these, who may

have been following your example in not going over to

possess this good land, may not^iave stumbled over you,

and fallen to rise no more ?

>*•<

% %itikixl mag b« MjHMwU'in Prnj*

Yes, an unholy membership clogs the chariot wheeb

of the church, and prevents her aggressive movements.

Unless a devoted, earnest membership undertakes to

lead forth those who are newly-born to Zion, how un-

likely are the new-born babes to retain the ardors of

their first love ! How soon does the world resume its

hold on the heart ! and it is thus that the church is so

much burdened with the spiritually dead. But ., whom
does the guilt lie ? Where may the blood ol these

souls be found ? Of whom will God require it ?

O, indeed, an ingathering of precious lambs into the

fold does bring vast responsibilities on the individual

members oi a church. I do not doubt but that it is

often in mercy to the church that God does not hear her

ofit-repeated prayer for a revival. In view of this, it is

no wonder that we are divinely admonished that "judg-

ment must begin at the house of God." It is not sur-

prising that the disciples were required to wait until

endued with power from on high. ?
.x s \
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If the church is first filled with the spirit of Christ,

and then, by his constraining love, is brought to feel a

travail of soul for the perishing, with what carefulness

will her members, thus constrained, watch over those

bom into the family of Christ through their instrumen-

tality 1 Where a church is in such a case, nursing

fathers and mothers are not wanting.

If the church is ready for her increased responsibility,

I do not doubt,,my dear brother, that you will soon

see the enlarged— "the almost impatient desire" of

your heart granted. If the church is not ready, I pray

you, for the Lord*i^ sake, be instant, in season and out

of season, in pleading with her, and with God in her

behalf, that she prepare herself for the work of soul-

saving, iff

Tell her that God waits to endue her with power

from on high. Tell her that, if she would be thus

endued, she must tvait specifically before God in this

behalf as did the early disciples. After they had seen

three thousand pricked to the heart in one day, however,

I presume they did not think that the time they had

spent in waiting to be endued with power had been lost.

Perhaps some of them might have been impatient, but

they waited, and the power came. So will it be with the

church in the present day.

Let the church get in readiness, and then show her

readiness by laboring for and with souls, and more may

be done by her, in a prepared state, in one week, than

might before have been accomplished by the labor of

months.
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I pray that the Lord may give you grace to continue

earnest in effort for the salvation of sinners. And may

he also empower you for yet greater faithfulness to the

church by way of arousing her to a sense of her respon-

sibilities, for, with her, I do not doubt, rests the question,

whether God shall work mightily among you in the

awakening and conversion of sinners.

IWf l

3ta5t fags 4 iislio; iddiitjj.

I BUFFOSE the first point in the character of our late

venerable Hedding to strike even a casual observer

would be, his perfect simplicity of character—^his evi-

dent oneness of purpose. If his deep piety had not

marked him for a leading spirit in the circles of piety,

his excellent common sense, and the ingenuousness of

his affectionate heart, would have drawn around him a

circle of honest heait<9> ready to acknowledge him as

their unaspiring leader. What some may speak of as

his native dignity, was, to my mind, the offspring of this

perfect ingenuousness. Beligiously and morally, he

was transparent. Who ever heard of Bishop H. being

accused of disguised motives ?

-||Iis heart seemed ever as a deep well-spring, whose

gushings forth were spontaneous issues of ** Peace upon

earth and good v. '1 towards men.'* I do not doubt

that, irora an early period in his religious career, he was
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wholly sanctified to God. Several weeks before his

departure for heaven,—»the bishop wishing to have Dr.

P*8 professional services,—we went to Poughkeepsie to

see him. During our visit, he detailed his early experi-

ence, his call to the ministry and subsequent passages of

his life. When he set out as a seeker of salvation, he

sought with all his heart. His readiness in obeying the

call of the Spiiit, his marked and thorough conversion,

and his prompt obedience to the monitions of the Spirit in

relation to preaching the gospel, remind one forcibly

of the early apostles, who, at the call of the Savior,

"immediately forsbok all, and followed him." After

he became a new creature in Christ Jesus, he appears

to have been conscious of no mental reservations in the

service of God. He had learned that there was no way

to retain a state of freedom from condemnation but by

carefully following the Holy Spirit. From his obser-

vations on this occasion, I am confident he had no sym-

pathy with those low views of justification which lead

some who profess this attainment to imagine that they

can indulge in conscious reservations on various points

in duty, because they only profess justification. I do

not remember to have noticed a more marked observance

and readiness in following the monitions of the spirit

without conferring with flesh and blood, than in the case

of Bishop H. I do not doubt but that it was attributa-

ble to this that he very early, and perhaps almost im-

perceptibly, was ushered into the enjoyment of perfect

love. That he loved God with all his heart, he over

and again aifirmed during this conversation. And if to
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profess to love God with all the heart is to profess per-

fect love, then Bishop H. was indeed a witness of perfect

love. He also observed that he had long loved the Lord

thus,—that he did not know that he could speak of a

time, since he commenced his religious life, but he had

felt that the service of God was his chief delight, and

he had loved the Lord better than any other object.

But he did not find, in getting to a state where he loved

the Lord with all his heart, that he had arrived at a

point at which he might pause. His course was steadily

onward. As he, on this occasion, was remembering the

way by which the Lord had brought him, his eyes often

filled with tears, and his inmost heait seemed penetrated

with the love and the condescension of Christ. With a

vividness of conception which I have seldom if ever

known equalled, he dwelt upon the deep depravity of

the unrenewed heart, the odiousness of sin, the need of

the atonement, and its infinite efficiency. O, with what

loathing he looked upon self in all its forms apart from

the rene-vyngs of grace ! His spiritual altitude was well

expressed in the words— '

'
^'^\ '*.'

'

i*M>

«»-

" I loathe myielf when Ood I aee,

And Into nothing fall,

Content If thou exalted be,

And Christ be aU in all."

i'finwii >

'' He related the incidents of his first serious attack,

when suddenly deprived of speech, and threatened with

immediate dissolution without scarce a moment's warn-

ing. His perfect composure of mind, and his happy

consciousness of entire trust and rest in Christ, he
9»



102 nit.
1^' ;!

ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE

An unoompkdning sufferer. Dreadfiil satanio onMt

regarded as a blessed dispensation of grace to help in

time of need. Though his speech returned, and he

recovered from the severity of this attack, yet he never

regained his former state of health. From this period

he became, for most of the time, a great sufferer.

Said he to Mrs. H., "I bear great burdens ; " but

then again he would speak of the supports of grace as

far outweighing all. Said Mrs. H. to me, " Though he

suffered so severely and so long, yet never did I, during

his illness, hear an impatient word, or a murmur of

complaint."

'^* He remarked to us that, for weeks subsequent to his first

attack, he was so kept from the power of the adversary that

Satan was not permitted to approach him with a single

temptation. As a veteran on the Christian battle-field,

he seemed to have fought his last battle with the tempt-

er, and all seemed about to be hushed in eternal peace,

when suddenly the tempter made an onset more terrible

than may be described. To use his own words, it ** baf-

fled description
; " and, for malignity, subtlety and power,

was far beyond any thing he had ever endured. It

seemed as if Satan had mustered his forces to wrest from

him the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

He observed, " Of all the acute reasonings of the most

subtle and refined infidel writers, never have I met with

any thing, which would compare with the awful sugges-

tions of this occasion." The shafts of Satan were lev-

elled against his repose in the promises, the authenticity

of the word of God, and the entire scheme of man's

redemption throusfh Christ, Well, the conflict was

^
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with a man of God, and it is not surprising that the

adversary should have mustered the spirits most daring

in fiendish subtlety of all in hell for the last conflict

with one who had so long been a prominent leader of

God's sacramental hosts. After this, Satan seemed to

leave him to undisturbed repose in Christ.

The tests of the graces of the Spirit were constant and

severe. But all the fruits of the Spirit he appeared to

possess in perfect matunty, so that I do not doubt but

that he was perfect and entire, wanting nothing. To
him the sting of death, was gone. Said he to my hus-

band, with a cheerful air, " Doctor, I think I am liable

to be taken suddenly, perhaps without a moment's warn-

ing ; you may, perhaps, think me hypochondriacal, but do

you not think so ?" My husband assured him that he

was wholly with him in opinion in regard to his expos-

ure to instant death, and he received the additional con-

firmation with as much happy composure as if he had

been told that he was likely to live and labor a score of

years. I observed great gentleness of manner, and

exceeding carefulness about the comfort of others, as

though he would lighten their burdens to the last iota

that hi? physical ability would allow. He sat at table

with us, and though, from asthmatic oppression, it was

difficult for him to converse, yet he could not have been

unconscious of the satisfaction he was imparting ; and

such was the power of the gracious words that fell from

his lips, that he doubtless still found it more blessed to

give than to receive. Never shall I forget the chastened

heavenly exhilaration of his manner on this occasion.
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Truly did he seem to be filled with all goodness.

Neither can I forget his fervent apostolic benediction,

*' God bless you ! " We parted with some hope of

again meeting on earth. Soon after our return home,

Mrs. Hedding concluded a letter to us, by saying, " Mr.

H. enjoys great composuie of mind, and, as he often says

iW *j;f »«».*> %'< * When pain o'er my weak flesh prevails,

With Iamb-like patience arm my breast,'
..4.

so it evidently is with him. But O, the thought of that

hour when I shall hear his voice no more ! Then my
soul shall put its trust in God, and ' under the shadow

of his wings will I make my refuge.*
"

"Well, that solemn hour has come, and the bereaved

companion of our Elijah, whom the heavens have received,

is left in widowhood. May the prayers of a bereaved

church be answered in her behalf.

^
_

^i^^iir'iVji: 'i^R-i^miii

tm imth,w^^ ^^i^jiii.'tf*

'

".i^*f^«eFte;fe^if5f»^
^i«' ifi.'H:

f
- ,A

?.*.4

J I DO not doubt that our God has wrought i^ you a

willin2;ness to do his will. Yet I fear that, in one prom-

inent regard, you may not be a worker together with

God. He has brought you into a position where he no

longer leaves it optional with yourself whether you will

believe. I would not trespass on your time by vain

repetitions, yet I must say, though it be but a reiteration

of sentiments urged on other occasions, that you have
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now come to a point, in your heavenward journey, from

which you may not recede. The Israelites came to such

a point. Led onward by the hand of God, until the

borders of the promised land were reached, it was not

left to their choice whether they would go over and pos-

sess the land. God commanded them to go over, assur-

ing them that he would save them from the hand of

their enemies ; but, *' they believed not God, and trusted

not in his salvation." I'ini .{.31 :ji^^ ,„ ,„.,.™ ..,,., .

'«•'

^\h/ii '

^ri^,*

:*•*'« '• * *^-*

!'

If, from the time you were first empowered to be-

lieve, after having been enabled, by the Holy Spirit, to

offer yourself a living sacrifice to God through Christ,

you had taken the word of God as the foundation of

your faith, and, like Abraham, journeyed onward, tak-

ing the word as expressly the voice of the Spirit, an

established state of experience had long since been yours.

I would not chide ; but, surely, the ways of the Lord

are equal. " If ye will not believe, surely ye shall not be

established." Does not this imply fault on the part of

man ? Surely, God would not thus reprove, unless he

had given a foundation for your faith, which may be

readily ascertained by the most unsophisticated mind,

and also had given the ability to believe. Did the

Israelites need more than the word of God to assure
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thorn that, in tho evont of thoir going over to posseas

the land, thoy should be saved from tho hand of their

onemiu8 ? God had pledged his eternal veracity to do

this for them, and it was their sin that they did not

obediently go over, relying on his immutable word.

Imagine that they had stood at this point, pleading for

some tangible or sensible demonstration beyond, or In

any way apait from, the word. Do you not think their

pleadings would have boon worse than in vain ? "Would

not our God, " the same yesterday, to-day, and forever,

have said, "No sign shall bo given "? , , „ ^,., , ,..,1.^

;,..rtt<{-.- She UoMeman. ^^^^^^^^m^kmh

i*

'^^l<¥iy^;

Did you ever contemplate the cose of tho nobleman

who said, ** Sir, come down ere my child die " ? Why
did the Savior so reprovingly say to him, " Except ye

see signs and wonders, ye will not believe " ? What
sign or wonder had the man asked other than that he

required tlic Savior to go down instead of saying, with

the centurion, " Sjjcak but (he word," etc. ? The centu-

rion magnified the word of the Lord, and made it hon-

orable, and the Savior, well pleased, commends his faith,

and readily fulfils his desire. Had the nobleman been

willing to take tho bare word of Christ for the recovery

of his son, he had not been so signally rebuked. Yet

it was in vain that he yet again, in his earnest importu-

nity, said, ** Come down." The Savior, unalterable
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in his purpose, and unyielding in his requirement of

faith on the part of his petitioner, commands him,

" Go !
" giving him his word alone in which to trust as

the wherefore or authority for his faith. " Go, thy soft

livoth," is all that the Savior said. Neither his per-

emptoriness, nor his importunity, nor the dignity of a

nobleman's position among men, induced the Savior to

diange his purpose. Suppose he had lingered as you

have done, yielding to a desire for some internal or

external manifestation before he consented to believe

Christ, and had not obediently gone his way trusting in

the word that Jesus had spoken, would not his linger-

ing have been worse than in vain ? for he had then been

guilty, not only of doubting the word of Jesus, but of

disobeying also, by lingering in his beseeching attitude,

after Christ had not only said to him, " Thy son liveth,"

but had also, at the same time, commanded him to

** Go ! " The nobleman's son would doubtless have

died, had he not obeyed God and gone his way at the

command, trusting for the fulfilment of Christ's word.

And thus have you, my brother, long stood ; yet shall

I, in all humility, tell you what has long been the con-

firmed sentiment of my l\eart in regard to you ? Let

me then say, that neither your earnest importunity, nor

the dignity of your position in the church of Christ, nor

any thing which may propose itself to your mind as a

reason, will induce our God, who changeth not, to give

you the witness of entire sanctification, until you believe

his word ; for it is only " he that believeth " that " hath

the witness in himself."
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# The Holy Spirit has begotten earnest desires in the

heart of my brother for an indwelling Christ. The

Scriptures declare it your privilege to know that Christ

dwells in your heart. But here the requisition for

faith again meets you. " That Christ may dwell in your

heart by faith" Eph. 3 : 17. You are commanded not

to say, in your heart, " "Who shall ascend into heaven to

bring Christ down from above, or who shall descend

into the deep, that is, to bring Christ up again from the

dead ; but what saith it ? The word is nigh thee, even

in thy mouth, and in thy heait, that is, the word of

faith," &c. Here the word is personified, as though it

were Christ himself speaking. And do you really re-

ceive the written word as though it were indeed the

voice of Christ speaking in your inmost soul, or are you

looking for some sign or wonder, saying in your heart,

as did the nobleman, " Come down " ? If so, I think

our unchangeable Lord will say to you, "No sign shall

be given but that which has already been given." I

hope I may not seem severe. I dare not write other

than the honest convictions of my mind, and I believe

also you do not wish me to do otherwise.

-.i.
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You speak of " the time appointed of the Father," by-

way of favoring the idea that there may be, by divine

appointment, a needs-be for your partial bondage. You
acknowledge that it is your unbelief that keeps you in

this state. If unbelief is a sin, it cannot be for the glory

of God that any man continue therein. You are kept, as

you intimate, rather as a servant than as a son. But

now, as the fulness of time has already come, it surely

would be far more to the glory of God if now, through

your Redeemer, you should claim your adoption as a

son, and assert your right as an inheritor of the promises

by which you are made a partaker of the divine nature.

Would it not have been more for the glory of God if,

years since, you had claimed your full privilege as an heir

of God ? Scores more might have believed through your

testimony, if, in presenting Christ as a Savior from all sin,

you had, in unwavering confidence, been able to say, " I

speak that which I do know, and testify of that which I

have seen." .

/. '- J

'Wi
31 §mm 4<Jitlt wquird af W^imim.

.;*.;r

^*.'
•!}i-'

As a minister, you are placed in a position where the

people are admonished tofollow your faith. From the

tone of your remarks, I have no doubt that you now

comply with the conditions upon which entire sauctifica-
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tion is promised. You, long since, bade adieu to the

spirit of the world, and separated yourself wholly to the

service of Christ. The promise, " I will receive you,"

now sounds forth from the word as the voice of God to

you. Have you not often, in the woi^ds of the poetj»

acknowledged before God ' f«|i

4,

iii.;,'. ;"f).l,

" T cannot wuh my heart

But bybeUeTlngthee>*r
(

You cannot cleanse yourself from all dithiness of the

flesh and spirit until you appropriate the promises. Op*

" believe God ; so shall ye prosper ; believe, so

shall ye be established." Yes, established ; " for we,

who believe, do enter into rest." Christ, at this mo*^

ment, is in your heart, working in you. These intense

breathings after conformity to his image, so long con-

tinued, ass' re you of his indwelling—^his continuous

workings. You want inward purity ; and, in answer to

this divinely inspired petition, he now says to you, " I

will ; be thou clean." Now Christ is speaking ; and,

surely, he can mean no other time than now. *f Now is

the accepted time." O, I trust you are now listening to

his inward voice, and not saying, in your heart, lo

here! or lo there! for the kingdom of God is within

you. :ftki.Ui^^yM

What you say about your house, as swept and

garnished, is encouraging. If you have been emptied

of sin and self, it is because your Lord and Savior has

been at work within, turning out the buyers and sellers^y

and thus preparing your heart for his constant indwekiJ

t
i
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ling. He knows you cannot work in yourself that

which is well pleasing in his sight ; he, therefore, pur-

poses to work in you. Do suggestions arise in regard to

the idej^tical moment when he will thus work in you ?

If you will listen, you may now hear him inwardly say-

ing " Lo, I am thy salvation " ! Are you saying I can-

not yet believe because I do not feel as yet any special

change ? Neither will you feel this special change until

you really, in heart, believe, without making any con-

ditions with the Lord in regard to your feelings. The

feelings you desire are the fruit of faith, and cannot

precede it. Can you not now trust your Savior for pres-

ent and continuous salvation irrespective of frames and

feelings? To illustrate my meaning more fully, and

furnish a clew to your difficulty in regard to faith, which

" is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of

things not seen," please allow me to narrate an item of

T <» :.-.*..>- MY EXPERIENCE. ..,1. ..x,

It has been about eighteen years since I began to live

in a state of continuous trust,—depending on Christ

every moment as my present indwelling Savior. Never,

previous to my coming into this state of continuous reli-

ance, did I have such keen perceptions of my absolute

need of «the atonement. O, what a deep and abiding

consciousness have I every moment had of my need of

Christ as a Savior ! Yet I do not presume to claim this

grace of present salvation from all sin, on the ground

that I have never erred since the hour I first received

this precious gifb. I would rather present the matter
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thus. Since the moment that I first laid all upon the

altar, I believe I have never removed the gift from off

the altar. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

momentarily meted out in supplies suited to n^ neces-

sities, I have been kept by the power of God through

faith, constantly apprehending Christ as my full Savior.

I have not, since that hallowed hour, seen the moment

but I had rather die than knowingly offend God. Yes,

I do believe that I have kept all upon the altar, and not

because of the worthiness of the offerer, or the greatness

of the gifts, but because of the infinite merits of Christ,

the offering has been in a state of continuous acceptance.

God, the searcher of my heart, knows that he is the

supreme object of my affections. Is not this loving

God with all the heart ; or rather, is it not what the

Bible terms perfect love ? " Love is the fulfilling of the

law." David speaks of the blessedness of the man to

whom the Lord will not impute sin. Who is that man,

but the one who, with a sincere intention, and with an

aim to which every earthly consideration is subservient,

endeavors to please God in all things, yet trusting

wholly in Christ, conscious that his best endeavors can

only be acceptable to God through the all-cleansing

blood ? O, is not this the man to whom the Lord will

not impute sin? Why not? Because the blood of

Jesus cleanseih—^not that it can or will cleanse, but

cleanseth—cleanseih now. Such blessedness, I trust, is

now the heritage of my dear brother.
^;

^.rajx'i'i 3-f*'
to

*ktL'''-'W<*i*-h'-t.J- h'KS'-r iii-J -^i'-i
.f'M
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^
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* Top quote the passage, " To as many as received

him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God,

even to as many as believed on his name." Are you care-

ful to mark how you are met, at every point, by the requt-

siiion— faith ? " Even to as many as believed on his

name." Yet here I must pause. Am I talking to my
dear Doctor H. as though he were not appropriating that

class of promises which ensures adopion ? Though

your letter favors the intimation, yet I dare not think

you would grieve your heavenly Father so much as to

regard yourself as a servant rather than a son, after all

the gracious assurances you have received that you are,

and have long been, his child, " throughyai^A in Christ

Jesus." The adversary would fain keep you ever in the

act of laying the foundation of your faith. Alas ! how

much does he gain, if he can keep us toiling among the

first principles of the doctrine of Christ, instead of leav-

ing them, and going on to perfection ? Ah ! these end-

less doubtings ! How unlikely is such a one to be rooted,

and grounded, and built up in our most holy faith ! O,

I long that my dear brother be rooted and grounded iu

love ! O, that you may now resolve never more to give

the enemy the advantage of an j^ in regard to the love of

God to you as his own dear child, and, as sudh, an heir

of God, and an inheritor pf all the exceeding great and

precious promises

!

i^^^v^- ^ • -
,,*"

It was not a small thiner that the Lord had done for

M
»»

f^'.
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his covenant people, in ^>ringing them out of Egyptian

buiidage. The evidences of his abiding love and contin-

ued presence, were being ceaselessly demonstrated by

the manner in which they were being guided onward

and sustained. The cloud by day, and the pillar of

fire by night, also the manna, descending daily from

heaven, were ever-speaking tokens of the Almighty's

love, and his continuous workings in their midst ; it was,

therefore, their sinful questioning, " Is God among us ?

"

which was exceedingly displeasing to God, and was

signally punished. Dear brother, do not sin after the

same similitude. God is with us. He is ever giving

you tokens of love, and his continuous workings within

you, and in your behalf, aro ever-speaking assurances of

his favor toward you as ]ds child. You know the love

of God; yet this is 7\ot enough. It is by knotving and

believing the love of Christ. " Herein is our love made

verfect."
•'4J<Wr*»*r

a.i

• 1 ':.:-j

,4;i- (t^onfmm.
«r

O, I AM sure, if the blessed Savior f' V' .>. , say

to you, as to a disciple of former days, " Dost thou now

believe ? you would not dare say. No ! Surely, in view

c. the faith of which you have already been made the

^i.i:, yr :. would not withhold the glory due to hisjri.

nxi/w. TfiC Author and Finisher of your faith is now

waiting t) hear ih:j confession of your mouth. O, give

',^\
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to God the glory due to liis name. Angels in heaven,

saints on earth, and the spirits of the just made perfect,

now disembodied, love {o hear God praised for Ins M'on-

dorful works. You are " compassed about by a cloud

of witnesses." Shall they now hear an acknowledgment

of your faith? In heart, you now believe, and, with

your lips, I trust, will, from this time henceforth, un-

waveringly say :

" Faith in thy nnmo thou seest I hare,

for thou that fkith hast wrought; ^ .

,

Dead souls thou callost from the grare,

And ipcakcit worlds from nought. '.'iti

The thing iurpasses all my thooght, ..,,,1 >,
', . ; ^ -

Yot faithful Is my Lord

;

"* ^' *" " **'

Through unbelief I Htaggor not, ' ^.iM't.ii rU^ri, t>M9>^

For (lod hath spoke the word.
>' > rMM-

'Tts done, thou dost this moment sare, M • « wfl*^

With full salvation bless

;

v § '<|iv.j>lH ^jj^
Redemption through thy blood I have,

And spotless love and peace." *^"^ tl'l^ wl

i

U !l,r«*ii ^ ** fwl-; t- J »,. i^ilil": 'J^^ii:*^-*

:ri.

We are made partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the

beginning of our confidence steadfast unto the end. Do
you observe the condition ?—^If we " holdfast" steadfast.

Why the necessity of holding fast, with such a steadfast

unyielding grasp on faith, if there were not a mighty

power ceaseless in effort to wrest it from us, and also if

tremendous consequences were not pending as the result--

of loosing that grasp ? O, how glad I am that I resolved

4
^•-;;^^:

,, %
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lUth to b« guarded. Vluetuatlng ChrbtiMU. An uawaTering Mth.

never to unloose my hold on faith, though I might be

called to my death struggle in retaining it! O, my
brother ! in the strength of the Lord, fix some guards to

your faith. Let there be a hedge about it, which may

never be overleaped. Know, if you draw back, or by

any means get out of this hedge, God will have no pleas-

ure in you. " Now the just shall live by faith ; but,

if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure

in him." Many indulge in waverings to such a degree

that you seldom know where to find them. One day,

you may find them in a high state of emotion, profess-

ing faith in Christ as their full Savior, and, on another,

wavering and dispirited. It is because their faith de-

pends on the state of their emotions, rather than on the

faithfulness of God. Such a profession dishonors God,

and it is only the self-induced consequences of such a

course that those who do thus are driven about, and

tossed as a wave of the sea, and do not receive any thing

from the hand of the Lord.

You may get to a point beyond wavering ; a point in

the life of faith from which you may never indulge a

temptation to retreat. I trust many of the redeemed

have reached this point on their way, in returning to

Zion. Some, I know, have ; and have not, for years,

indulged a doubt. Glory be to God in the highest

!

-"-
-

""'^
''"''T^li^^mi-iii'liifc'niriijfri r'-innirtrtifr--
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QoMtlon to be now lettled. Qod'a fliltbftilneu. Awful alternative.

You may step directly up to this point now, my brother.

Come ; and may the Lord help you while, in answer to

his holy bidding, I show you the way. First, let this

question be forever settled, Do you now believe ? Pause

and settle this question, so that you, hereafter, regard it

as a matter never more to be touched. God cannot be

unfaithful. It is only for you to know that you com-

ply with the condition upon which he promises this

blessing of salvation from all sin to know that he, at

that moment, fulfils the promise to you. So long as

you are empowered by the Holy Spirit to offer your

self a living sacrifice to God throvgh Christ, so long you

may know that the offering is holy and acceptable. God
has said so, and to doubt it, (even though it may be

from the plausible pretext furnished by your own

unworthiness,) is a sin. It is doubting God ; and ** He
that believeth not maketh God a liar." Awful alterna-

tive ! My brother, are you not now beyond the point of

waveiing? i"" "
' "vir

i

^ti a Jpereaufd 4^tfteL

- • I AWOKE, at an early hour this morning, with the

question, " Wilt thou be made whole ? " It seemed as

though the Holy Spirit was proposing the inquiry to me,

in order that I might propose it to another. Surely, this

question implies the necessity of the hearty assent of the

will, on the part of the afHictcd, to be n^ade whole.
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The patittnt must oonsout to a cute. Melancholy. fbreboiUngB. The Comlbrter

The process must be submitted to, by •which the

heavenly Healer proffers to effect the cure. But I have

neither time, nor inclination, just now, to discuss doc-

trinal points. And your mental anguish, and your posi-

tion as a theologian, alike remind me that it would b§

uncalled for, and in ill taste. ,»

But I hope you will forgive me when I say, I fear

you do wrong in refusing to be comforted. It was not

one of the New Testament saints that said, " I will go

down to the grave, weeping." Your affliction is keen,

and your natural sensibilities are acute ; but you would

not have us infer that the God of all consolation has not

a remedy precisely suited to the necessities of your con-

dition. My very heart groaned when I read, " I cannot

hope that the little which remains to me of life, will

suffice to make me whole I I feel that I am shut up to

one unbroken scene of anguish and teais, for the rest

of my life. * My tears have been my meat day and

night, while they continually say unto me. Where is thy

God ? ' " Is this, my brother, the language of one, whose

heart has long been the abode of the Sanctifier ? Has not

the Comforter come, to abide with j'^ou forever ? Sui'ely,

we are witnesses of these things, and so, also, is the Holy

Ghost, which God hath given to them that obey him.

The Holy Spirit, which is the Comforter, has come.

He has taken up his abode in your heart. The love of

God shed abroad in your heart, and other fruits of the

Spirit so abundantly bestowed, prove his indwelling.

The Comforter proposes consolation, but you refuse the

proffered grace, and say, that you will go down to the



ECONUMY OF S'ALVATION. 110

Wo ihould Uatlty of the Oomfbrtor. '''" Do you not grieve the Spirit T "

grave mourning for your son. Is this right ? Do you

not grieve the Holy Spirit? That you should have

tribulation is not surprising ; otherwise, how could you

know how to minister " comfort to them which are in

any trouble, by the comfort wherewith you yourself are

comforted of God " ? ; j*^ -^H 'ih^fv *<». M^vj'^k*? '*^ •*
I

O, my deiu' brother ! why do you not, in the name of

the Lord, resist the tempter, when he says, " Where is

thy God '*
? The least in the kingdom cl heaven is

greater than John the Baptist ; and, if David had enjoyed

the light and glory of the Spirit's dispensation, would

he have uttered such an exclamation ? When the Savior

says to his disciples, " It is expedient for you that I go

away, for, if I go not away, the Comforter will not come

unto you," does not his language imply an obligation,

on the part of every believer, to prove and testify of the

consoling influences of the Comforter ? The Israelites

tempted the Lord when they said, " Is the Lord among

us ? " And when the tempter says, " Where is thy

God ? " and we yield to repeated questionings of this

sort, are we not sinning after the same similitude ?

I hope you will not think me wanting in sympathy.

The Lord knows that he has given me sensibilities which

are keen. And, before the Comforter came to abide in

my heart, O, how acutely did I suffer the pangs of

bereavement ! But O, how have nature's ties been re

peatedly riven ! Twice were we written childless ; our

two eldest boys being removed by death. And yet again

did death enter our dwelling : a dear little daughter, one

of the most lovely and beautiful beings my eyes ever
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BeraeToment. The diviae Intention met. '* OTormuch aorrow " guarded against

beheld, was taken away with a stroke. Through grace,

we were kept from charging God foolishly in this third

and most painful visitation. We knew that the Judge

of all the earth would do right.

So keenly did we feel the infliction, that we dared not

let it pass without the designed improvement. So sure

were we that our heavenly Father would not permit

such a signal affliction to befall us without intending that

some signal good should be accomplished, that we were

in haste to learn the lessons which Infinite Love would

communicate ; well assured that " He doth not afllict

willingly, nor grieve the children of men." And we

feared a severer infliction in case this did not accomplish

the purpose whereunto it was sent. I believe it was the

design of God, that the death of that lovely child should

be made the occasion of the spiritual life of many. *
'

"* There is danger of what the Bible terms " overmuch

sorrow." And unless we are careful to keep within the

guards of grace, we may be swallowed up of this sorrow.

We saw our danger, and turned our stricken hearts and

our weeping eyes away to the Comforter. We looked

away from the grave ; for " the sorrow of this world

worketh death." We felt that we could not, without

involving guilt, enfeeble our physical and mental ener-

gies by looking into the grave. And, now that our loved

one was beyond our care, we felt that it was due that

the energies which might have been more exclusively

devoted to the loved object, should be rendered diffusive,

and directed to other channels, where they might flow

abroad in streams of spiritual life to multitudes. ' ssa? Iff
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The denandatlon. All religiouB esperiAnoe ii to be teited by the Bible.

t-f0Y'«u^ Uh #td laths.

*' Thai taith the Lord, Stand ye in the wayo, and fee, and aak fbr the old pathti

where is the good way, and walk therein."—Tmi wobd or Gos.

There is nothing new in religion. "With the Apoca-

lypse the volume of revelation closes. *' If any man
shall add unto these things^ God shall add unto him the

plagues that are written in this book ; and if any man
shall take away from the words of this book, God shall

take away his part out of the book of life, and out of

the holy city, and from the things which are written in

this book." Any spiritual manifestation which may not,

in all its aspectsj consist with the written word of God, is

questionable. Never can the soul be brought into a

higher state than that for which an explicit, '* Thus saith

the Lord," may be given. It is an inspiring thought,

that the Bible only sets boundaries to the attainments

of the believer, such as may be inferred from the exceed-

ing greatness of God's power, and the riches of his

grace. But the exceeding greatness of God*8 power,

and the riches of his grace, may only be known by the

revelation he has given of them in his vrritten word.

Says one, " In remarking thus, you do not give sufficient

prominence to the doctrine of the Holy Spirit. Living,

as we do, under the dispensation of the Spirit, are

we not warranted in the conclusion that we are being

led into all truth when we submit ourselves wholly

to his dictations ? " No ! Apart from the instructions

of the written word, we may not expect to be thus
u
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Tlw Bible a plain book. Th« way of hollueaa the only way.

directed. For the Bible is expressly the voice of the Spirit.

Neither do the Scriptures favor any thing mystical in re-

ligion. Befined.sentimentalism, or any thing that the

common mind, imbued with the spirit of Christ, may not

readily apprehend, should surely be avoided j for, by the

most unsophisticated may these old yaths be found. And
80 undeviiitingly may be the onward 3tep even of the

humble intellect that the wayfaring man, though a fool,

need not err therein. " No prophecy of the Scripture

is of any private interpretation." The Holy Spirit,

through Peter, speaks of this open, free access to truth as

a matter^n^ in importance ; " Knowing this^r*^" Let

MB not, then, by the relation of mystical experiences,

fevor the idea that new light, revealing a higher state

than that given in the old Bible landmarks, has been

revealed to us. The BiMe speaks of no third state,

liigher than a state of holiness ; it only admonishes us to

go on, "perfecting holiness in the fear of the Lord." 1*5

Says an inquirer, " Is not God ever making further

.revelations of his mind by the developments of experi-

ence which we witness in his progressive workings, in

the hearts of the eminently pious ? " With my eye on

that word, which God has magnified above all his name,

I answer. No. Nothing reliable can be gathered thus.

Otherwise, the volume of revelation is not closed. New
revelations, with these new developments in experience,

are, upon this supposition, continually being made.

Then let us not encourage in others, nor seek for our-

selves, any experience, however specious, for which an

explicit reason from the Bible may not be given. Let

I
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W* ibould gire no nnotion to mysUoal oxp«rionoea. SaUnle daoepttoni.

U8, who profess to have found the old paths— the

highway of holiness, be careful how we give our sanction

to those mystical experiences whose tendencies lead to

quietism, antinomianism, perfectionism, and other un-

scriptural isms, which, from time to time, have told so

disastrously against the doctrine of heart holiness—
Christian perfection.

»*f »

3i ^atanit (6^iiUni
^^ik

f \Xi> Hm
m^

'* The power of Satan is great, and It Is his appropriate business eontlnnally to

»?^.:' .J,; ' { assault the saints of Ood."—PaoF.UPiuii. a^ i,.^j ^ly^i, xst,

Satan is a formidable enemy. Neither is he alone in

his walkings to and fro in the earth. He has many

emissaries. ** Many spirits are gone out into the world."

If these spirits were always clothed in their native robe,

then to the holy soul would the danger of being

beguiled by them be compai'atively small. But here

they are walking to and fro through the earth, ever

infesting the path of the pious, and, in exterior, so

like good angels that only by the most careful scrutiny

can their deceptions be discovered. Satan transforms

himself into an angel of light, and so exceedingly subtle

is he that human wisdom furnishes no criterion by which

his identity may, with certainty, be detected. The

lamp of heaven alone emits rays by which the decep-

tions of Satan can be discovered. *' Thy word is a

lamp.** By this light, Satan is detected ; and the

inquirer is led to infallible conclusions. ,
-. a: ,-
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"'But to take one step without this lamp to guide our

feet is exceedingly dangerous. Satan is unceasing in his

efforts to overcome. It is not the cold professor, but

the saints, that he accuses day and night before God.

Professor Upham says, " Thou hast contended with Satan,

and hast been successful. Thou hast fought with him,

and he has fled from thee. But O ! remember his arti-

fices. Do not indulge the belief that his nature is

changed. True, indeed, he is now very complacent,

and is, perhaps, singing thee some syren song j but he

was never more a devil than he is now. He now assaults

thee, by not assaulting thee, and knows that he shall con-

quer when thoufullest asleep.'* And in view of the fact

that it is not until the end of time that he is to be cast

down, how deceived is he who imagines that he has

attained to a higher siate where the life of nature is so

extinct that Satan can find no ground to work upon

—

a state of boasted exemption from his attacks ! ;, t if,;..-.

To all professors of holiness the author already quoted

very properly says : " The cost of holiness was the

blood of the Son of God, and greatly does he mistake

who supposes that it can be preserved short of " eter-

nal vigilance."

My heart is sad when I hear the sincerely pious talk

of a " higher state, a state of which the Bible nowhere

speaks, promising exemption from the assaults of Satan j

or what is, in fact, equal to this assumption, a state where,

self being annihilated, the individual can no longer be

attacked, but God, in the individual, receives the assault.

How disastrous must be the tendencies of these refined

;

^VV4*:':
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A MUnlo Ttotory. PerflMsUonlim. Th« warning 017 ihould b« hMurd.

mysticisms ! Hardly can I conceive of any thing dis-

playing more of the subtlety of Satan than this. If he

can beguile us into the belief that we are beyond his

power, so that the most prayerful vigilance is not neces-

sary, he has already obtained a great victory. - i^^'r^nm

t^ At this point, the mighty have fallen. Here the

dreadful doctrine denominated " perfectionism*' begins.

Dear brethren in Christ, let us be up and doing With

the sword of the Spirit, let us carefully guard every

approach, in semblance, toward this doctrine. Shall

the glorious doctrine of Christian holiness again be coun-

terfeited and brought into disrepute by the errings of

those who have once been its able and sincere advocates ?

- Let one who, for many years, has been observing the

insidiousness of Satan on these points— one who often

has had occasion to remark, that the time now is, that

Satan would deceive, if it were possible, even the very elect

—^let such an one raise the warning cry, and give you

some idea of the manner of him whose coming is in " all

deceivableness and lying wonders."

.Vrr

••*-

\u %lesiial (Sarb Jlssmnd. « ^^i^

H-

" And no marvel ; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light."
i

Satan is well aware that light cannot have fellowship

with darkness. He, therefore, docs not approach the

holy soul as a fiend of darkness ; otherwise, his rejection

were certain. For, in the truly holy, Satan comes and
11 •
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finds nothing. It is only -with that which hears the

emhlance oi light, that the sanctified soul can have fel-

lowship. But how high is his aim, and how wonderful

his audacity ! "Who would have thought that he would

come to our Lord ? Surely, he could not have thought

to find any tiling there. And shall the disciple imagine

that he may reach, in this world, a state of exemption

from his attacks ? " As he was, even so are we in this

world." " The disciple is not above his master ^ but

every one that is perfect shall be as his master.'* And
now the deceiver comes to the disciple even as he came

to our Lord, bririging detached portions of Scripture,

and, with much sagacity, suiting the temptation to our

physical emergencies or mental aptitudes. Blending

truth with error, he now suggests,—* You are holy.

All your desires and affections must, therefore, spring

from a pure source. Satan, therefore, can find nothing

in you, and wherefore should he come ? Your body

and soul having been, by an irrevocable act, forever con-

secrated, set apart and sealed, the tendencies of your

being must, therefore, be wholly spiritual, and without

alloy. The energies constraining your actions must, of

course, be divine in origin. Your whole life being,

therefore, one of ceaseless aspiration toward God, you

will not need stated seasons of prayer. Acts of this sort

would indicate that you were going before the Spirit

rather than following after the Spirit. As you have

given yourself up to follow the leading- of the Spirit

wholly, you may now expect to be led into all truth,

and will not need that any man teach you ; for the
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QumUom by a lorar of tha old patha. Th« d«o«lT«r'a raaponM.

anointing that you have received teachoth you all things.

In relation to the observance of various religious

duties, your inclinations aie to guide you ; for, since

they all originate in purity, resistance to them will be

resistance to the Holy Spirit. To be passive, then, is

your highest duty." .jvf,,../ .,, : f»,.*».f! /?.» (liiH >vt

" But," asks the inquirer after the old paths, " am I

authorized in believing I shall be led by the Spirit

apart from the written word ? Does not our Lord say,

< Except a man deny himself and take up his cross

daily, he cannot be my disciple ?
' Am I not, by the

teachings of the Bible, continually being urged to be

* instant in season and out of season,'—* pray in all prayer

and intercessions for all saints ? * Docs not the Spirit,

through the Scriptures, ever admonish me to be * stead-

fast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the

Lord ? * Am I not warned against neglecting the ordi-

nances of God*s house * as the manner of some is,' and am
I not, in the command to follow Christ, required to ful-

fil all righteousness, and, in all things, to be an example

to believers ?
"

" Ah !
" replies this questionable Spirit, " you axe

not yet in the light, and, therefore, cannot apprehend

the privileges of this higher state. You have not yet

submitted to the entire crucifixion of self. In the

principle that prompts these restless doings

—

doings—
self, iu a specious form, is to be seen. You know not

yet what it means to be dead indeed ; and not until the

life of nature expires, can you know that holy liberty

which the Spirit gives to those who are made free
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indeed In this holy resting out uf self, where all the

animal propensities have been so fully crucified that

they can never again revive, there are mysteries which

the uninitiated cannot receive." Thus in obscurity, and

as an object of compassion, is this inquirer after the old

' paths left. This questionable spirit, having taken its

victim into a higher state than that for which a reason

' can be given from the Bible, the inquirer after the old

paths cannot, of course, be initiater\ until he also con-

cludes to travel beyond the limits of Bible experience. ^
ix;

JJ:^ .-It:,,, 'i; '/U.U(

— '***« - ,i ht/ii ,«.ffuUo'i

" ®0 ih Saw and k ih totimonji/'

" To the law and to tho testimony ; if they ipeak not according to this word, it b
because there is no light in them."—Isaiab vlii. 20.

But the Bible gives light, and it is not in vain that

the inquirer turns to the law and to the testimony. And
now, how shall we try this questionable spirit, of whom
we have bpon speaking, and know whether his teachings

be of God, or of Satan transformed as an angel of light ?

Thanks be to God, we have an infalUblc test, " To the

law and to the testimony." Never, then, need the sim-

plest mind be turned out of the way, even though his

enemy be exceeding subtle.

"What, then, do the Scriptures teach us in regard to

the tempter ? Do they promise us, in this state of proba-

tion, exemption from his attacks ? No ; for, in all points.
lii..'-^-' it jirj. y.r'. 'xii^.j/''5 . .{ ^'ii\



ECONOMY OF SALVATION. 120

OhiUl'a tampUtlou. Natar* not dtad.

WM Christ, our exemplar, tempted, yet without sin.

'*But," says one, " wc do not read of Christ'tt being

tempted, otl. r than in the early part of his career, and,

as the disciple travels onward with him, he rises to yet

higher ground, until he arrives at a state beyond the

power of the tempter." The life of the Savior was well-

nigh a continuous series of temptation. When about to

finish his earthly career, he said to his disciples, " Ye
are they who have been with me in my temptations."

But we know that the disciples were not with him

in liis temptation in the wilderness, and it therefore

follows, that he was subject to temptation during the

whole period of his life. And what indications ore

there in his sufferings in the garden, where he was " in

an agony," and upon his arrest, where he said " Now is

the power of darkness," and upon the cross, where he

cried, ** My God, why hast thou forsaken me ? " that up

to the last the Lamb of God was pursued by the tempter

!

And then tlie idea of the entire extinction of our nat-

ural life, so thal^we are no more in danger of being

ensnared through our natural propensities, is also erro-

neous, and has often led to qrcat error in practice. The

Incarnate God took vipon himself our nature. He was

very man, as also very God. In him we perceive the

two natures—^liuman and divine. His human nature

shrunk from suffering, and, in view of the cup which

the Father gave him to drink, he said, " If it be jDossible,

let this cup pass from me." Had the Savior embraced

the idea that the life of nature was entirely extinct, in-

stead of saying, " Not my will but thine be done," what



130 I L L U S T 11 A T I O N S OF THE

Uow betrayals may come. What Satan loree.
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would have been done to ransom a world of sinners ?

"Well, " as he was, even so are we in this world j

"

and let us not imagine that we can arrive at a state

where our natural tendencies may not betray us into

error.
^' ''-'^ ' .fr"^%'<V-.i>'

^'^ The disciple may, and ever should, be in a state where

the human will is wholly subjected to the divine will.

But should the requirement be such as to cause a shrink-

ing of the flesh, let him not be discouraged ; for this

shrinking of the flesh will not render him less pleasing

to his Father. Our heavenly Father loves to see his

children willing* to do painfid duties. Let us, then, not

talk of a higher path than that in which the Savior

trod before us. And let us regard with suspicion all

attempts to fix on a higher way than that marked by his

foot-prints.
'*"' "' '' -'' '-^'f'* •**" •'..-<'? vvw' *••' -Mht^vMH 4t^^

•^ The higher our state, in reality, is, the more subtle

will Satan be in his inventions to effect our overthrow.

Could he induce one who has been long and successfully

engaged in promoting holiness, to favOT any of his spe-

cious pretences, what a conquest would be gained !

—

a

conquest well worthy a jubilee in the lower regions.

Ah! Satan loves a shining mark ! J ^
*' i?#lf -»

^^ With Paul, then, let us keep our hody under ; for the

tempter tempts the disciple as his Lord j that is, through

the medium of the flesh. As followers of Christ, let us

closely keep our eye fixed upon his example in all

things. Does the multitude press upon us, so that we

may not ever, as we would, find time for earnest plead-

in ora—o- and deep communion, without sometimes noux^W4CWM f»
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before day ? let us rather do this than be deprived of

seasons of soul-transforming fellowship with God. Let

us also take the example of the Old and New Testament

saints. With Abraham, let us be with our families, early

at the altar. If David, amid his many concernments, as

sovereign of a mighty kingdom, could regard his stated

seasons of devotion as so important as to fix the resolve

that he would, mornings noon and 7iight, pray and cry

aloud,—and if Daniel, amid his high responsibilities, and

vexations from his heathenish neighbors, regarded his

stated hours for communion with God as so impor-

tant as not to admit of interference,—^let us look with

suspiciousness upon an inclination to regard these mat-

ters as unimportant. If the enemy would beguile us to

yield to this inclination, in whatever form he may come,

let us say, " Get thee behind me, Satan ; for thou savor-

est not the things that be of God, but the things that be

of men. " Yes, to the old paths

!

M<

IVii'M

" The way the holy prophets went,

The road that leads fh>m banishment,

The King's highway of holiness,

We '11 go, for all his paths are peace."

:rH

" But," say some, " we live under the dispensation of

the Spirit ; and now, in searching out the old paths, you

go so far back as to take us from under the dispensation

of liberty proposed by the Spirit, as though we were to

be again justified by the deeds of the law." Not so.

Paul, in referring to things aforetime, said, " These things

were written for our instruction." If holy men of old

spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost, they
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Sanctuary pririleges. Prayer. The standard.

doubtless <ictcd, in the matter to which we have referred,

under the direct leadings of the same Spirit by which, we

trust, we are led. With them and with the early dis-

ciples also, let us highly esteem sanctuaiy privileges.

** Let us not forget the assembling of ourselves together

as the manner of some is." In all the outward, as well

as the more private, duties of the Chiistian, let us, in all

fidelity, obey the command, " Be thou an example of

the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in

spirit, in faith, in purity. " If, in being or doing thus,

we may be called to resist the shrinkings of nature,

we will say, with our precious Lord, " Not my will, but

thine be done," remembering that it is through much

trihilation we enter the kingdom.
'

> =s r"

"'- The Bible being the only infallible standard, and no

human authority being comparable with it, the latter

being only right as far as it is found one in sentiment

with it, let this book, above all others, be the book of

books with us. An inspired one loved it so much, that

it was his meditation day and night. Let it, with us,

be the last book at night, and the earliest at dawn. I

know one who has been in the daily habit of studying it

thus for years past on her knees, and many a lesson has

she thus learned in humble waiting before God, com

paring Scripture Avith Scripture, believing that spiritua.

things can only be spiritually discerned. If we take the

entire voice of the written word for the government of our

conduct, our lives will present one beautiful assemblage

of graces. Otherwise, we may wrest the Scriptures to our

own destruction. Even Satan can quote detached pas-

#

.. l^-.-:.-.^J^\i\y.

... \i\ mmmmmtu
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The entire Toice. Itegponsibllity of controTenialista.

sages to suit his own purposes ; but let us obey the order

of God, and compare Scripture with Scripture, and

hearken to the entire voice of the Old and New Testa-

ments. f^'-:f^p:hu-^-\

'f<v v^^rfj'ftr
<0mi^ of Ito djotttrocursir.

I BELIEVE the late controversy on the subject of holi-

ness has been the means of getting many persons, both

among the ministry and laity, into a position where they

feel far less uneasiness, in regard to the duty of perfect-

ing holiness in the fear of the Lord, than they otherwise

would. If the idea obtains that we must go on for

years in a state of justification before we can reasonably

expect to get into the enjoyment of holiness, who can

tell the disastrous effects of the vagueness in pursuit

which must result to every mind entertaining such an

idea ? If the friend of the man who, in view of his

immediate necessities, went for three loaves, had pre-

viously said to him, " Know that I am your friend, and

if, at any time, you come to a point of extreme neces-

sity, come to me ; and, though I will not pledge my-

self to say whe7if yet know that, if you continue long

enough pleading, your necessities will, at some future

period, be met, "—would the man, under such cir-

cumstances, have had much courage or faith in going to

his friend ? When the weary, hungry traveller, whose

stay, probably, was designed but for the night, came to
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his dwelling, and found him unprepared to set bread

before him, would he have thought of going to his

friend, whose promise was for some indefinite period ?

No ! He would have said, " My friend may starve

before my emergency will be met from that source.*

s Not so with our Almighty Friend, in whom all

fulness dwells. " Grace to help in time of need " is

.just what he has promised. Inward purity—^holiness

of heart—furnishes a readiness for every good work. A
minister needs it prepai'atory to an entrance upon the

holy services of the sanctuary. His heart tells hini

that he is not thoroughly furnished unto every good

work, until he receives this grace. He, from whose

hand he receives his commission, says, " Be ye clean

that bear the vessels of the Lord." If he has not

received it previous to entering upon his ministry, his

conscience tells him that he ought to have it now. If

he obeys man rather than God, and embraces the opin-

ion that he may preach it successfully without enjoying

it, " That many a minister is more useful without it

than others are with it," he M*ill be held responsible, at

last, for following the traditions of men rather than the

oracles of God. And thus with the lay member whose

heart tells him that he needs this further bestowment of

grace to fit him fully for the duties of his holy calling.

He may get into an easier place for conscience by yield-

ing to the idea that he cannot be holy now ; that the

blessing may be away in the distance. He may, if he

choose, adopt the opinion that his want of greater suc-

cess in laboring for God has not been attributable to hi.s

v*.
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want of an application of the all-cleansing blood. But

«

adopting the opinion does not make it true. With the i

main writer in the recent controversy, he may conclude '

that he is about as safe without it as with it ; and think

that God will not condemn him for not going up to

possess the good land, though he long since was brought

out of spiritual Egypt. He may conclude that the case

of the Israelites who entered not in because of unbelief

furnishes no admonition to him ; and thus he may get

into an easier place for conscience ; but whether he has

got into a safer place, the light of eternity will reveal.

ii

;.••' ti'iWi? . ./Aii*

. ., ..,. ^ ;. .' -(..i.i.'^i.i
j ^jMf* {ffiiii^

itu; Pan wh didn't Imour WXkn le Win.
r,;t; ;<•<» ii..»l'W*.;i**.r- 'V<»> '••i-

One traveller, accosting another by the way, said,

"Do you, my brother, enjoy the blessing of entire

sanctification ?
"

" I do not know but I received that blessing at the

time I was justified ; for I rather think I have loved

God with all my heart ever since."

"You know that we have received of that spirit

whereby we know the things freely given to us of God.

Nothing is more explicitly given than the will of God

on this point. * This is the mil of God, even your sanc-

tification.* Now do you know that you are wholly

sanctified ?

"

,**Xwould rather not speak confidently, but I think
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Are you an exception T Aflrald to promiM.

1 have been willing to cut off a right hand, or pluck out

9 light eye, ever since my conversion."

" It matters little, my dear bi other, v}hen you received

the blessing j whether at the time of your conversion,

or since. Mr. Wesley says, * I will not say that God may
not cut short his work, and sanctify a soul wholly at the

moment of conversion ; but of the hundreds with

whose experience I have been familiar, I have not met

with one such case.' So I will say, in regard to your-

self; I have known no such case, among the hundreds

with whom I have been conversant ; but if yoa think

your case an e:|cception, of course I will not dispute it.

But, since it is your privilege to know, will you not

rssolve before God to have the matter settled, before you

rest your head on your pillow this night ?
"

" 0, 1 should be afraid to make such a resolve 1 "What

if I should not get it !

"

" So you are afraid to trust God for what he has

promised to give you. He says, * Now is the accepted

time, behold, now ^s the day of salvation.* When Jesus

said, * It is finish^'d,' then he wrought out this salvation

for you ; and no ', en the part of God, all things are

ready. But it is a pearl of great price, and you will not

get it until you feel that no expenditure of time or inter-

est is too great for its attiiinment. Will you decide on

having it before you sleep ?
"

"I really dare not promise, for I might fail in getting

it."

' In sajing thus, do yoi. mean to assume that God
might be unfaithful, and not give what he has prom-
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ised ? When the disciples said, * Lord, teach us how to

pray,' the Savior, by an illustration, taught them to

pray precisely thus. Dcfiniteness and nnyielding importti'

nity now, were the lessons taught on this occasion.

(See the parable of the three loaves.) The man applied

to, had, perhapb, not told his importunate friend he

would give him three loaves if he came ; but God has

told you that it is his will even your sanctification now,

and are you afraid to trust him for the fulfilment of

his word ?
"

This brother was a man of business, and he concluded

that the object called for a concentration ofall his energies,

and he deliberately resolved before God, that he would

not give sleep to his eyes, or slumber to his eyelids,

until he knew that he was wholly sanctified throughout

body, soul, and spirit.

" The day of the Lord is near in the valley of decis-

ion." Immediately, on his making this resolve, God
began to draw nigh unto him. He soon saw very clear-

ly that he.was not wholly sanctified. I met with him

again on the afternoon of the same day." ' ^

" I see," said he, " now that there is unbelief in my
heart." — ^'> --^"^ .w.,- t'^i-u^-ja - - ^t '^'*t 7^''^'

" V/ell, the Holy Spirit has revealed this to you in

order that you may be saved from it ; but you do not

feel that you can save yourself ; and, if Christ alone is

to save you from it, why not trust in him to save you

just now ?
"

He now felt that there was too much to be done in

his heart to be so folly saved in so short a time. But

'>.-'

?*i^

.i'*

12»
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Saved flrom perplexity. Feast of tabemaclea.
«

* he was told that the longer he staid away in any degree

^ fi'om the atonement, the deeper the stain of sin becomes,

^ as eveiy moment's delay makes us the more unworthy.
"' He was persuaded, at last, to make the venture ; and,

in a moment, proved that, " He is able to save unto

^^ the uttermost all that come unto God by him, seeing he
"^ ever liveth to make intercession for us." He, from this

' time, became a joyful witness that " The blood of Jesus

• cleanseth from all sin." How soon was he saved from
«^^ his doctrinal perplexities on resolving that he would not

rest until he experimentally hicw of the doctrine !

.:M

. .1-. . .v^Xid Uirr

*^';?' '.•::.'>•• it? ••»
1

•• Short is our longest day of life; v, ^
,

;

And soon its prospect ends;

' 'i ' ?' i i Tet, on this day's uncertain date, ••

•

't_
Eternity depends

:

But equal to our being's aim, '
'

.

If'^^Ji^i'^i? < 1 -*:'•.'•' The space to Tirtue given,
; i. .> i ruUfi:

And every moment, wellimproved, . j .

« :t^i "^'i?>iS i. J>i;
; Secures an age in heaven." •'^''^"^. ^'^'^-'^^

»risc^^ was at a camp-meeting, and the closing love-feast

* W'as being held. Much interest had prevailed on the
i

subject of holiness during the process of the meeting,

* and many had there received the sanctifying seal. Scores

' of clear witnesses had already testified, in scriptural

^ terms, of the power of the Sanctifier, and scores more,

^ with longing looks, were waiting to testify that the blood

* of Jesus cleanseth from all sin. . ; .* - .-
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Porting talk. Wbut Is Qoil ((nlnt; to do with the lacrlflce?

A lady who was at this feast of tabernacles from a

distance, as an invited guest, at last arose, and asked the

privilege of a little parting talk, which was more than

willingly granted. She spoke, as nearly as I can remem-

ber, about as follows :

—

" I did not speak at an earlier period in this love-feast,

^ because it always has seemed to me ungenerous for any

, one to occupy much time when others are waiting, long-

ing for the privilege of giving in a testimony. Truly,

,
it may, this morning, be said, ' Praise waitcth for thee,

0, God, in Zion
!

' I have waited till others have fin-

ished giving in their testimonies, intending to occupy a

little moie time than might be admissible, if it were not

for the fact that I am so soon to leave you, and may
never again have the privilege of mingling in your soci-

ety till we meet at the feast of the Lamb. I cannot tell

you how greatly the testimonies I have heard this morn-

ing have inspired my heart. I have looked upon the

witnesses who have risen to testify that they have set

themselves apart and received the sanctifying seal, as set

apart to labor and to be henceforth * workers together

with God,' in saving the world. I heard a sister at a

meeting similar to this, say, in an affecting, earnest man-

ner, * I have laid my sacrifice upon the altar, but O,

what is the Lord going to do with it ?
' Bitthren and

sisters, God is going to use our sacrifices. He intends to

use us as instruments in the salvation of our relatives,

friends and neighbors. As in ancient time, when the

walls of Jerusalem were being reared, every man was

required to build over against hjs J^ouse, so every one
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h

is now called to n Hpccitic proportion of labor. And
entire hollne»» implies uu entire identification with the

work of the Lord. Not that I think the Lord would

have \\a unmindful of our ordinary avocations, but he

would have u« make our every-day associations subser-

vient to the spiritual interests of those with whom we
are thus connected, so that we may say :—i«flr *»;.}? !«^fti|

feli^|j[f»I> ttklTI TJkV 'V^* • llTcry work I do below *>*«al*a**tflii' ((Vy, )f^ftl'

t ' ii , \, • I do It to the Lord.' . .^ ,
-, v .*

"From my own realizations, I can testify that entire

sanctification—holiness to the Lord—is something more

than a blessing in name The terms are significantly

expressive of the state. I have no fellowship with any

sort of sanctification that wraps itself up in rapturous ox

mystical experience, and does not tell on the salvation of

sinners. Holiness implies the dedication of all the pow-

ers of body and mind to the promotion of Christ's king-

dom—an entire identification of interest with the purposes

of God. And here, let me testify that, for the last sev-

enteen yeai's, I consciously have had no scpiu'ate interests

from those which stand connected with the salvation of

the world. Every thing sinks* into insignificance in

comparison with the great work of saving siimers. If I

have a passion for one thing above another, it is that of

soul-saving. "We are called to be followers of Christ

;

and, though we cannot follow him in his vicarious death,

yet we can follow him in manifestations of self-sacrificing

zeal and love. Christ left the pure atmosphere of heav-

en, tlie songs of angels, and the holy society of kindred

spirits, where all is hormo ly and love, for a residence of

1
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years in this sin-pollutccl "world, to boar "the contradic-

tion of sinners," to hear the wails of sorrow occasioned

by sin, and to endure the agonies of the cross ; all to

Bave sinners. Did the spirit of Christ induce him to

make sacrifices ? Then the Christian must, in his meas-

wre, be actuated by the same spirit ; for " If any man

have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of big." I

always measure my attainments in grace by the degrees

I possess of the mind that was in Christ.

iKiiti 4*«4U«-ti, •Tho Christian liven to ChrUt alono,
t .^.uoiMiUU/ tl**?.™

To OhriHt iilono ho Ulos '

" I need not say to you, my dear brethren and sisters,

that you cannot retain tl" t blessing of holiness, unless,

on all suitable occasions, you are willing to confess it.

It is a gift from God, and God requires the acknowlpdr;-

ment of every good thing that is in us, by Christ Jesus.

But do you indeed desire that the communication of your

faith may bo greatly effectual ? Do you desire that your

friend? and neighbors may know that entire sanctification

is something more than a blessing in name ? Do you

desire that the cause should not be harmed by its being

said of you, * What do ye more than others ?' Do you

desire that a greater revival than has been known in this

region, should be the fruits of this camp-meeting ? Then
let me suggest to you a way by which these most desira-

ble results may be brought about. Let me ask that you

here set apart a given portion of every day to labor

specifically in the work of soul-saving. I do not mean
solely that you devote this time to prayer for sinners

;
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this, of course, you will not neglect ; but what I mean

is, that you set apart a portion of time daily to go out

among sinners, and let them know that you are praying

for them, and that you mean to follow them with your

prayers and entreaties till they are won over to Christ.

iiCt them know that you feel that their state is exceed-

ingly perilous, and their souls of such infinite worth that

you are willing to make sacrifices of time and labor in

their behalf, and are resolved not to give them up.

David scorned to sacrifice that which cost him nothing.

liCt your business associations and domestic arrangements

show that your time and means are set apart for holy

purposes, all being made subservient to the salvation of

those around you. Do not forget that you are to act

not only on the principle which David avowed, when he

said, * Shall I sacrifice that which cost me nothing ?
*

but, if you have the spirit of Christ, you are requu*ed to

exhibit before the world the principles upon which your

Savior practised. Trample on pleasure and pain, repu-

tation, ease and wealth ; bid defiance to the shrinkings

of the flesh ; forego, if need be, the companionship of

the pious, to seek and save the lost, perishing sinner.

If you cannot appropriate two hours per day, specifically

in this employ, appropriate one. If you cannot, by rising

earlier or retiring later, or by more careful economy in

saving up your moments from things less important,

save up two hours for soul-saving, then, if you can, set

apart c^ie hour, and if you are so circumstanced, by your

engagements to others, that you cannot set apart one hour,

you surely can, in the evening, if not through th« day.
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appropriate one half-hour out of the twenty-four, for this

one greal work of the Christian.

" Little is ever accomplished without system and

decision. * Order is heaven's first law.' If any thing

of moment is to be done, the time must be set when we

ai"e to say, *It shall be done now.* All the sinners on

this ground intend to be saved ; but they do not bring

it to the point now. Many of them, doubtless, will

leave it day after day, till the last day of life comes

unexpectedly, and what should have been the business

of life is left till too late, and all is lost. So it may be

with us in regard to lost opportunities. Souls will be

lost which ought to have a timely warning from us,

unless we .set apart some time to labor for them. It is

true that, with the wholly sanctified, all the time is

sanctified. Timr, with talent and influence, ^ .is been

laid upon t) dtar. We do not doubt but every child

of God on this encampment intends, on going home, to

work for (Jcid during the coming year as never before.

Yet, a> ever, each hour will bring its demands of ordi-

nary care ; and I fear little more will be done than has

been done, unless some specific appropriation of time be

made. '"
* •• ' •'* •'' '*

'

'* ^ '
*"*''' '*'

" We have come a long distance to be present with

you ; but a hundred times over should we be repaid if

we might only know that all here, who have professed

to be wholly sanctified, would set apart but one half-

hour daily, from this day, September 2d, 1854, to Sep-

tember 2d, 1855, specifically to the work of soul-

Baviug
a.

^y^pif-;'' itpnt .( \:tt'^:i'i^'y 4tii? Gi t,'.Cf V I ;**»s}# ^\k<f
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A demonitntlon. ThiM hundred Tolanteera. The eomputotion.

t Perhaps a score or more of preachers were around,

and on the minister's stand, with the excellent presid-

ing elder at their head. The sister then turned appeal-

ingly to the presiding officer of the meeting, and asked

if it would meet his approval to have a demonstration

of those who engage in this " Jialf-hour proposition."

The worthy elder hailed the proposal with delight, and

desired all, who would solemnly before God so engage,

to rise and so pledge themselves by standing on their '

feet. A host of laborers, of about three hundred, arose,

and stood looking like an army of invincibles. O, how

the sight of our eyes gladdened our heart, as we be-

held this band of strong, joyous volunteers for God

!

The sister who had made the proposal was aflfected, and'^

cried out, "Now I know that you will, indeed, have'

such a revival as has never before been witnessed in this

region. Praise ! praise the Lord !
" The presiding elder,

with evident elation of feeling, began to sum up how •

many glorious days of labor three hundred half-hours

daily would make; but the hour set for closing the'

meeting had already more than arrived, and this ever-to-
'

be-remembered band of God*s sacramental host received '

the apostolic benediction, and sepai'ated with the purpose
'

of each man going after his man as in the days of an- '

cient warfare.

But five days had intervened when we again heard '^

from "the regions round about," where this army of
'

God's elect had been scattered, and what was our joy on *

hearing that the work of revival had already begun

in power in sejpral places! "It began with the half**

i
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hour proposition" said the informant. In several places^

souls had been brought to bo-w at the foot of the cross

as earnest seekers of salvation. In one place, eighteen,

in another eleven, &c., &c. Alleluia I the Lord God
omnipotent reigneth I

, „.^-W.,i,-., i
'

' " .,..- ._,

J . ( , " See Where the serrants Of the Lord, gji,j , /itiJ«*W jiii
lSf.m,fJ-&Uii'M- A buBy multitude, appear,

' V

'<<
-

• bi;;*; '.!*:iX,p^

" The love of Christ their hearts constrains,
, ^,,y.

And strengthens their unwearied hands; ^^ J*

They spend their sweat, and toll, and pains, ;. -rl4 'b'^ii"'

To oultivate Inunanners lands." '

. . , t'> 'il lift "Mi t

Fpr Jesus day and night employed,

His heritage they toll to clear.

• And now let me solemnly, as in the more immediate

presence of God, ask every reader of this article to unite

in this "half-hour proposition" Do not say that you

cannot spare the time. Scorn to sacrifice that which

costs you nothing. If Christ made sucli sacrifices to

save your soul, rejoice iti the privilege of sacrificing that

which costs something in laboring to save the souls of

others. Have you ever read " Father Reeves," the poor

mechanic, who, though not unmindful of the duty of

caring for his own household, found th^t working from

six o'clock in the morning till eight at night, did not

leave him quite time enough to go out among the people

and work for God, so he resolved on living on six or

seven shillings per week less, and to sacrifice the time to

God. His biographer says, "Hefelt called upon to make

sacrifices ;
" and faith in God, and love for souls impelled

him to make them. A poor mechanic sacrificing some-

thing over one dollar and a quarter per week, thiu he
18

1



146 ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE

'
I

V* uiut gtve timt. Serring God by proxy. 460 Tteits a year. In darkness.

might give the time to the Lord, is an act of faith and

devotion rarely equalled, and is worthy the consideration

of men of superior social position, who will willingly

give a subscription to a benevolent object, in order to do

good by proxy, but who shun personal service. * Obe-

dience is better than sacrifice,' a subscription costs a rich

man little, and it is not clear from Scripture that any

thing short oipersonal devotion to the cause of God, will

be accepted by him who hath said, "Occupy till I

come." Father Keeves kept an account of the number

of his visits for several successive years, and during the

earlier part of his life they average four hundred and

fifty a year, and during the latter part of his life they

average six hundred and fifty a year. This was a man

who, for the greater part of his long life, was wholly

dependent on his daily labors, and yet, with all this

amount of labor, he found time for public, closet and

fftmily duties. Take an extract from his diary as a

sample. (See Diary, Dec. 1831.)

You say you are in darkness; have lost your roll,

and cannot again find it, and that you are more than

miserable. Deeply do I sympathize with you. But,

surely, you have not forgotten, " If any man sin, we

have an advocate with the Father." Also, "If we con-

I
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fess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousnes." You con-

fess your sin, and why not at once claim forgiveness and

cleansing ? In view of your statements, I do not doubt

but you trespassed in refusing to labor in promoting the

cause of holiness. " The laborers are few." Witnesses

who testify of purity of heart are greatly needed, especi-

ally in the region in which you reside. And in propor-

tion to the scarcity of the laborers is the call imperative

to those whom God has enabled, from their own experi-

ence of the great salvation, to testify of what they know.
'- he feeling of disinclination to labor, of which you speak,

was doubtless from the power of the tempter. But " that

we are not to do good unless our hearts are free to it,"

Mr. Wesley denominates an " enthusiastic doctrine."

Indeed, in proportion to the magnitude of the work the

Lord has for us to do, we shall be called to withstand

Satanic influences calculated to deter us from our work.

But, surely, there is no sin in feeling these dissuasive

influences^ if we do not yield to them. The greater the

shrinking of the flesh, the greater the victory ifwe only

resist. You did not resist, and the Captain of your sal-

vation was dishonored by your defeat ; and darkness

and misery have been brought upon your soul. But is

it not your duty, now that you confess your sin, to

believe God not only forgives, but, as you again present

yourself wholly to God through Christ, is it not also your

duty to believe that the blood of Jesus cleanseth from

all unrighteousness ? And, since you lost the blessing

by not laboring to promote the cause of holiness when

t/!w
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yoa had reason to believe it was your duty to do so,

ret olve that you will, from this hour, redeem the time in

eJBTorts to promote the cause as never before. Do not

forget that, when Pilgrim lost his roll, he went right

back to the place where he lost it, and found it again.

The same fountain in whose waters you washed and

were clean, is still open, &l'dl flowing, and still it clean-*

seth from all unrighteousness. Will you not, with me,"*

now praise the Lord for this ? Will you not just now
I

« Plnnge Into the purple flood,

BlM in aU the Uft.of Ctod,*' 7

..ft; MvliVl*^?.

fO» m
vlf* ;?./y'(v i.!~; 1.^.1

®he Mxhm 4 ih $}^lnt

All your difficulties, my dear brother, seem to be

the consequence of this error. As soon as your sensi-

ble emotion had subsided, and you were called to walk

by faith, you gave up your confidence, and thought you

had lost the witness of the Spirit. Now the witness of

the Spirit is not joyous emotion. At the time of its

reception, we may have joyous emotion ; but this is not

the witness of the Spirit. " He that believeth hath

the witness in himself." This, I apprehend to be an

internal conviction, produced by the Spirit, that we

have the grace for which we have believed. This con-

viction may have been produced in the heart by some

noiseless and almost indiscernible process. But, if we
I

.'SfeJ?;-.;;
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have that knowledge, it does not matter how it has been

received, or when. To know the fact is enough. " The
wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the

sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and

whither it goeth. So is eveiy one that is born of the

Spirit." You were saved by grace, throvLgh faith* Had
you remembered this, you would not have thrown away

the blessing of salv^tio]i, just so soon a^ God began to

test your faith.
'

The Spirit descended like a dove, and abode upon the

Savior. Immediately afterwards, he was taken 6y tht

Spirit into the wilderness, to be tempted of the devil.

"We may not presume that while he wan there with the

wild beasts, and subject to more, far more, dreadful

suggestions tlaafi^ you have ever known, he had sensi-

ble emotions of joy. No ; hif joy was to submit to

the will of his heavenly Father, and it was the will

of his Father that he should be tempted. And so his

joy consists in this. Looking at the matter in this way,

we can easily conceive how we may count it all joy

when we fall into divers temptations. So, my brother,

you see we may know, with the Savior, that we have

the abidings of the Spirit, however severely tempted.

Had you, while being tempted, obeyed the command of

your Lord, ** Cast not away your cojifidence,*^ you would

have found yourself a gainer in the end. A firmer

establishment of soul would have succeeded, and you

would now have been prepared to comfort those who

are in tribulation, with the comfort wherewilh you were

comforted of God. In casting away your confidence^

. ., .18*
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you displeased God ; for he has said, ** The just shall

live hy faith," (not emotion.) In yielding up your

faith because you had not joyous emotion, you grieved

the Holy Spirit to such a degree, thai I do not wonder

your distress has bec%/me so grievous. For God has

said, " If any man draw back, my soul shall have no

pleasure in him."

TO A 8EEKEE OP THE WITNESS OF THE SPIEIT.

You say, my dear brother, that you will do any thing

I will advise. In the name of the Lord, I would now
advise that you confess your sin in having cast away your

confidence. TpU the Lord that you now desire and

intend, from this moment, to obey him, and, as he has

Said " The just shall live by faith," you desire rather to

live a life of faith, than a life of emotion. And, now,

my brother, begin at once to bring forth fruits meet for

repentance. Resume your confidence. God did not

take it from you. You cast it away, and now he again

commands you to believe. Do not wait till you are

more worthy; for every moment's delay makes you

more unworthy. Do not try to save yourself; for

Christ alone can save.

Not even in the least degree can you save yourself.

If your heart is unmoved, and hard, do not calculate on

bringing it up unto a condition of earnest and vigorous

affection yoiirself. Let your first endeavor be to yield it

up to God. He has assured you that the preparation

of the heart is with him. It is your Savior who is to

take away tihe heart of stone, and give a heart of fl-^sh.

If you should yield your heart up wholly to him in pre-
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cisely the state in which it now is, what do you think he

would do with it ? Do you imagine it would long con*

tinue in its present unfeeling condition ? My advice >m,

that you now resign yourself believingly into his hands.

Are you doing this now ?........ Do you say",

YES ? Then Christ is now receiving you—^he is now
saving you. Now is the day of salvation. He is doi^
it, let your emotions be what they may. You may gay,

I do notfeel it. RememberyatVA is not feeling. You
are not saved by feeling, but hyfaith. " Thy faitk

hath saved thae ; go in peace, and sin no more." Yes;

the moment you do this, you are saved. Could you

weep rivers of tears, you cou'^d not induce the SavJ.or to

save you in any other way. We must trust in C f£RiST

to do for us what we know we cannot do for ouri elves.

The faith that saves is trust. And the gospel p? oposes

no ether way to be saved than that of 2i present pad cou'

tin^ous trust in Christ. Emotion, or no emotion, if you

are now doing this, you are now being saved. Wheh
you do this, the Spirit, through the revealed word, tells

you that you are saved. He that believeth hath the

witness in himself. The cotisciousn.ess, or, in other

words, the knowledge th^* i*" is so, is the witness of the

Spirit. For it is the Spirit alone that can produce this

consciousness.

A short time since, a sister caid to me, " I believe I do

love the Lord with all my heart, *' " Do you not know

it? " said I. " Yes, I kfiow it," f'ne replied ;
" but I want

the mtncss.''^ I turned to Dr. B., who was standing by,-

audsaid," Here, Dr. B., isasister whp believesm^hn(^
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that she loves the Lord >vith all her heart, but she wanta

the witness of the Spirit that it is so." Dr. B., addressings^

himself to her, said, " You believe the sun shines—you

know it, and now do you want the toitness of it ? Is not

the knowledge of it imparted through the aj^cncy of the^

Holy Spirit, witnessing with your spirit ? What witness,^ v

beyond what you have, do you need, since you have the

knowledge of the fact ? " O, yes, " He that believetk hathi

the witness in himself." Bemember that, in believing

-

the word of the immutable Jehovah, you have a fbunda'*f

tion for your faith immovable as the throne of the etexvt

naL You believe your fallible friend, and, without 4^

shadow of doubt, speak to your friends of your fa'th in

my word. Your faith in me produces some effect ; £ot

your exhibit, not only by your words, but by your ac-w

tions, your faith in what I say. Should I write you now ^

that one of your deare&( friends, for whose salvation

you have been greatly desirous, was converted at the

y St. altar, last evening, your heart would at once

leap with delight, and you would hasten to inform your

Brother S . It is because you have faith in my
•written word. But how can I speak in words that will

do justice to the subject, when 1 would speak of the dif*J *

ference between the words ofman and the words of God ?

"The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit,'!'

and they are life." " He that believetk on me, though

he were dead, yet shall he live." But where shall .1

pause? When I get on this theme,—the divinity of

the word of God,—^my heart ever burns with hfivenly

inspirations, and its ardors seem to know no bound*M
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But I must pause now. Time fiiils me, and I may not

proceed. My object, just now, is to assure you of your

error in entertaining the idea that the witness of the

Spirit was gone, because your sensible emotions of

joy had subsided. I want to convince you that you

brought this grievous distress upon yourself because

you gave up your hold upon '..he promises in conse-

quence of imbibing this erroneous impression. I want

to tell you that, if you now heartily believe God, you

will have an experimental realization of salvation. This

realization is produced in the heart by the power of the

Holy Spirit, and is the witness of the Spirit. By what

power could it have been produced, but by that of the

Spirit ? You see the singular position of the sister to

whom I have referred, who said, " I want the witness j"

but I have met with many who occupy about the same

position, and who are continually indulging themselves

in endless perplexities about the doctrine of the witness

of the Spirit, as though there were an indefinable mys-

teriousness about it. Whole books have been written

as elucidatory, and I have, in my mind's eye, those who
have labored more to study and inwardly digest these,

than they have in coming down to the simple Bible

fact, **He that believeth hath the witness in himself"

The Bible makes it so simple and intelligible, that the

multiplying of words seems like putting darkness for

light. My dear brother, let us thank God, and take

courage. Let us just now bow down, and, in humble-

ness of mind, laud and magnify his excellent name, that

he has made the way of salvation so plain that way-

&ring men, though fools, shall not err therein.



164 ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE

Dutyofthabrlda.** Tb« iMrMTwtnc laTiUUoB.

personal (Sffort U dinltst S^uhm of JtstuatUm

A PROTRACTED meeting is in progress, and what earnest

Christian does not feel the importance of going, under

such circumstances, -md invitins^ sinners to come to

Christ ? " The Spirit and the bride say. Come." It is not

enough that the Spirit say. Come 1 The bride must do

her part of the work, and also say. Come ! And is not

the Spirit always sayhig. Come ? And if the bride, or, in

other words, the church, in her individtud membership,

—^if these wer^ also ever saying. Come,—^what a contin-

uous work of revival should we have I I once heard a

minister, by way of illustrating this text, say : A lady

provides a feast, and fixes her mind resolutely on

having this and the other particular friend present.

She goes to her friend, but her friend pleads previous

engagements. But she resolves on taking no denial.

As her &iend bring? up excuses, she, with aSTectionate

fixedness of purpose, puts one after another aside, and

finally triumphs in success. "Well, the Spirit and the

bride say. Come i and are you, as a member of Christ's

church, diligently saying—^to your friends, neighbors,

and to those unawakened sinners connected with the

congregation with whom you stand in church relation,

—saying to all these, " Come, for all things are now

ready " ? Much may be accomplished by these efforts.

The Spirit does the work, but the church, in her indi-

vidual membership, are the agents. ' And though the

Spirit says. Come, we are not to expect to see the work
." K
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accomplished unless the individual membership come up

"to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against

the mighty." Do not think it optional with yourself

whether you will extend these gospel invitations.

' It is the design of God that every redeemed sinner

shall be specially invited. What a work is before every

individual Christian! Surely, help is needed. What
might be the result of this meeting, should every mem-
ber, individually and collectively, engage in urging the

gospel invitation ! We little know what the result of

one well-directed effort may be. Shall I tell you of

some encouragements and condescensions of grace con-

nected with my own efforts in urging the gospel invita-

tion? ^/fi^'
,;f->^;"

,^^"*'"'*" ^*f.--i>H"
'V? T''^''''

*'

,^!i^ A PLIGHT TO THE AITAB. i^j^ f

Sitting, one Sabbath evening, in the midst of one of

our large city congregations, my heart was deeply pen-

etrated, as I cast my eye on the thoughtless ones in the

gallery. Judging from appearances, most of them were

votaries of fashion and folly. " Without God, having

no hope in the world "
! exclaimed my heart, as I "^pre-

sented wishful desires to heaven in their behalf. " Sup-

pose," said the Spirit, " it should be your duty to go up

there, and mingle with them, and try to urge some of

them to come to Christ." I was not then so much accus-

tomed to being " instant in season and out ofseason," and

my nature shrunk from the publicity, and the apparent

officiousness of such an act. But I dared not do other-

wise than bring the matter closely to the Lord, and, in

doing so, duty was made plain. -
, . ^
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1 then asked bcHevingly, that the Lord would direct

my steps. I noticed a young hidy that looked serious^

though not apparently airected. I addressed her on the

subject of r^^Ugion, but could elicit no answer to my
various inquiries, though she seriously listened. My
efforts being apparently unavailing, I left her. I pressed,

with urgency, the gospel invitation on several others. A
few accepted, and went forward for prayers. But still,

my heart seemed pressed with th )nviction that the

object for which I had been specially sent there was not

answered. I asked the. Lord if it were indeed so, that

my mind might still be directed.

The young lady I had addressed on entering the

gallery, still sat there, in a serious and rather pensive

mood. Believing that " He that asketh rccciveth," I

asked for a message from God to her, and felt that I

received what I had asked. I went to the young

lady, and, trusting in the Spirit to give power, I solemnly

said, " I have a message from God unto thee
!

" It wai

evident that the Holy Spirit accompanied the words with

much power to her inmost heart. The great deep was

being broken up, and the large tears began to drop in

quick succession. Observing this, I said, " If you wish

to have the united prayers of God*s people, I will go

with you from the gallery, and we will go forward to-

gether to the altar of prayer." But she was still, as before,

silent. A young lady rose by her side to go out, when

she suddenly started up too. The movement was so

unexpected, and she was so powerfully convicted, that I

thought she was going to dart out of the church, to hide
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from the presence of God, and I, with sorrow and 8ur-

prise, said, ,^i*i ^ ,^^0

^
"Whatl going away?'* 4^,u.^&, .^

. "Going down to the altar! '* she exclaimed quickly.

^9 I had promised to go with her, I, of course, felt tbe

duty of being true to my word. But she preceded me
to the altar so rapidly, that, in order to go with hor, I

really had to make myself a spectacle to the congregation,

and run. Her haste reminded me of Bunyan's Cb 'stian,

fleeing from the City of Destruction, crying. Life 1 Life

!

Eternal Life 1
,^ ^^^^^, ,; j^ ^^^ ^ .^ .,, j^^ ^,j ,

.^ ^ •*#«*,(

For three days, she sought Jesus, sorrowing, vl a he

revealed himself to her, the " fairest among ten thousand,"

and the one " altogether lovely." Her friends were all

entirely irreligious ; and, themselves unaccustomed to

attend the means of grace, they opposed hei attendance,

and variously persecuted her, to turn her from the right

way of the Lord. She had been a gay votary of the

world. I advised her not to compromise true Christian

principles in any iota, but to serve the Lord with earnest

steadfastness, manifesting that she ^ lA given up the

world, and exhibiting, by her daily >va.: a: and conversa-

tion, all the lovely proprieties of a religious life, assuiing

her, if she would do this, that tl.e Lord would permit

her to see the salvation of her relatives. It was not

long before the different branches of the family, fjather,

mother, brothers and sisters, married and unmarried,

were also induced to attend the means of grace ; and, in

less than three months, the family circle, eleven in num-

hfix, were all brought into t^p fold of Christ. Sur^y^ it

14
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is important to attend to these gentle impressions which

the Holy Spirit makes on the heart. We would not

encourage fanatical hap-hazurd efforts ; but there is

danger of over-nicety— danger of being so fearful of

following impressions, as not to follow any impression

made by the Holy Spirit on the heart. How can the

Holy Spirit do much with such instrumentalities toward

the world's conversion ?

It is God that gives the word, and we, as agents, must

be ready to convey it to the sinner. A number of times

have I, during our protracted meeting, looked upon the

gay and thoughtless, and asked the Lord to speak through

me to them. I have then, as in the case just narrated,

taken the message, and delivered it as from the High

and Holy One. God has honored my faith, and often

owned the effort in the speedy conviction of the sinner.

Surely, in this, as in all other matters, " according to

our faith " it is done unto us. I believe, in answer to

strong faith, God will always send the message to the

sinner's heart j and though they may not always yield,

yet it is the duty of the church to give the invitation,

whether sinners will hear or forbear. The throne of

God must be guiltless. Christians are workers together

with God, and, if truly spiritually-minded, are either a

savor of life unto life, or of death unto death, to those

with whom they communicate. '^^"^hmJ

iVH ''i*-jn VT^-^ .>i.-. . v-^
'^-- '

.... •^,,.,,..,:-^;i,o •.-s^{|^•

J;i.. Otr • THE MISTAKE. ., t!"

*> On one occasion I mcde an apparent mistake, by

speaking to a professor, supposing I was addressing one

..' 't

•%
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"vrhose heart was wholly in the world. /* And why did

you speak to me as to one not professing religion ?

"

asked this gay church member. We did not tell her,

being quite sure that she might readily infer the cause.

Is not " the friendship of this world enmity with God ?
"

and if any man will be the friend of the world, is he not

the enemy of God ? Strange ! that the professed follow-

ers of Christ should love to be so like the world in spirit

and appearance, thit it should be difficult to distinguish

them. '-'?'':::! ' •;»'.«!- '*:'><' "* /'
,
f«<4:^ j:^. vm/Vf^?*?!-

• The next evening I thought, now I will be careful

not to speak to a professor for a worldling again. I will

look for the most irreligious-looking, worldly-conformed

person in the house. I singled out one who seemed

wholly irreligious, and was remarkable for the gaiety of

her appearance. I asked her if she did not think it her

duty to set out in the service of the Savior. She assured

me that she had not ?5een in the habit of thinking seri-

ously on the subject. I said, ' • ' •

"Though you m?y not have been in the habit of

thinking much, yet it is your dvty to think. It was

the sin of Israel that they did not consider. You know,

as a redeemed creature, you belong to God. You know

that you are not your own ; for you have been bought

with a price. O, why do you not begin to seek the

Lord?"

She was courteoi/.s and respectful, as every one duly

acquainted with the proprieties of life will be, when

addressed in regard to the highest, and most ennobling

of all subjects, the salvation of the soul. But from the

'^R'l fM
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fact that it is not common, in our congregations, to

address persons in regard to their individual salvation,

who do not manifest any interest on the subject, she

probably wondered why I should have singled out such

an unlikely subject as herselfl '* ^^w «is r *!***# ^^r^-^T'

^nAa a reason why she could not begin at once to seek

the Lord, she said, r^ ? . «*i - m^ ^«
; j * '^

fs.
** I have no feeling on the subject of religion.

" But do you not know that it is your duty to begin

to seek the Lord ?"•' ^ «'• - , ,„ ,, ^,

" I suppose it is."
...aIkt

" Let us settle this question. It either is your duty,

or it is not. You believe the Bible is the word of God,

do you not ?"
»_

She looked as if she could chide me for asking the

question, and exclaimed, with son7C warmth,

I, "Certainly Idol"

I*'* And do you, indeed, believe it to be God's word,

as truly as though you could hear him speaking in tones

of thunder iVom the heavens, as when uttered on Sinai ?
"

"I do!"
" If, then, you could hear the voice of God, sounding

out from the highest heavens, speaking directly to you,

telling you the precise moment when you must begin to

seek the Lord, you would not delay one moment. Tou
would not hesitate about duty, would you ?

"
'

"No, indeed, I would not."

** Now, my friend, God is speaking to you from heaven

this moment. You say you believe the Bible is hig

word, as truly as though you could hear him speak from

* ^ .

.!i'^sitiSii£Ji.i^i.r^3iiii,-.
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heaven. God, by the voice of his word, is now saying

to you, *Give me thy heart.* If you say, * When,

XiOrd ?
' he tells you just when. * Now is the accepted

time; behold, now is the day of salvation.' *It is

time to seek the Lord.' How can the duty of the

present moment be made plainer ? You cannot, without

making yourself a greater sinner, hesitate for one

moment. You cannot hesitate from the idea that you

are not convicted ; for the knowledge of duty is con-

viction."
'"

>i -tf j.^r'/ l^^u* i>'.*.
•

"But I have no feeling." - -
• tiM^i* ^.n i-:*.!*'

/"If I will tell you just how you may get feeling,

will you follow my advice ?

"

:v.t.j^//,oi*

"I will." . ..;; :..... .i u ' i -.:-..;. >K.i

Then, go kneel there, with those seekers of salvation.

Begin to call upon the Lord. Christ is exalted to be a

Prince and a Savior, to give repentance unto Israel, and

remission of sins. Call upon Christ for the gift of

repentance. You will then have the united prayers of

God's people. There will be more than two or three

agreed in presenting your case to God. The fervent,

effectual prayer of the righteous availeth much. Many
seekers of salvation have found the Savior under sim-

ilar circumstances. It is not until the day that you

seek the Lord with all your heart, that he promises to

be found of you. Seek him now with all your heart,

and he will now be found of you. You know your

duty, and if you will now yield to these convictions, you

will have all the feeling that will be needful. It is not

Christ alone is the Savior.I save you

;

14 • ml
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Seekinis God. without a tear. ConTort«d in an hour. The Jailer and Peter.

Yielding to these solemn convictions of duty, but

without shedding a tear, this gay votary of fashion went

forward, and, with several other seekers of salvation who
had presented themselves, she knelt at the altar of

prayer. She had been there but a few moments before

manifestations of feeling were abundant. She wept

profusely. She sought the Lord with all her heart. And
how long does it take such an one to find the Lord ? If

I should say the whole process of awakening and con-

version did not occupy quite an hour, would you

doubt the genuineness of the work ? Do not say, yes,

until after you have ascertained how long it took the

Lord to convert the jailer in the days of Paul, -i

^ A CONVERSION QUESTIONED, AND WHY J ^

I say this, because the experience of one of my
friends, whose conversion was thus rapid in its pro-

cesses, was so seriously questioned as to be well-nigh

fatal to the convert. The conversion was not ques-

tioned because the fruits were wanting ; but because it

was so sudden. And these questionings, too, were

from the lips of grave divines. Suppose, the second

day after the jailer's conversion, he had casually fallen

in with the apostle Peter. He tells Peter of the bliss-

ful heart realizations which have resulted from his faith

in Christ. With a joyous excitement consequent on

the sudden transition from the darkness of unbelief to

the light of faith, he expatiates on the blessedness of his

change,—the joy and peace of believing. He expects

-^ki-

te

heart-inspiring sympathy from Peter, as the old friend
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A cooling caution from Peter- iind then another from John. '

Iriof Paul, his spiritual father. "But," says Peter, " my
3f, friend, you need to be careful. Paul generally produces

oi an excitement wherever he goes. A great many sud-

\: den conversions take place under his ministry, and, as a

'>^4 consequence, spurious conversions are not uncommon.

l.;you had better be careful, very careful, not to let the

I /I intelligence of yonr conversion spread abroad till after

ijyou have waited long enough to test your conversion

r fully, and know that it is genuine. Do you not think

;:,our young convert, the jailer, by this time, begins to feel

his confidence decreasing, and the excitements of his first

I i love somewhat lessened ? >*,r w mik." M*.«f*v 0**^4^. v;.

But he goes on, and unexpectedly meets the apostle

John, another of the old friends of his spiritual father,

Paul. His confidence and love begin to gather re-

newed inspirations, and he tremblingly again ven-

tures to tell of the happy change wrought in his

heart through faith in Christ. John looks serious, and,

instead of manifesting joyous reciprocation, begins to

speak of the danger of being deceived. " But," says

the jailer, " Paul recognized me as a true convert, and

baptized me sa, such. He did not tell me I had reason

to fear deception, because I was so suddenly converted."

" Yes," says John, " h\t Paul was himself three days

under conviction, and how can it be ' hxt you should b"

converted in so short a time ? " ** It has been much oii

my mind," says our young convert, *' that I ought to

come out at once before the world in the profession of ^r

if^y feith." " But," says John, ** you had better wait,

and bp sure that the change is real^ a^d not the effect of

Mi
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The young conTert %nX h^i pastor. DiMnMlons. Darkiie«n Ughi ag!?i/ii.

Gudden excitem( nt ; for, if you should (rli;),r cj to fill

away, as y:me olher of Paul's coii verts fh, hoT mr :h

would it be to the disadvtiatag3 of the cauf.*^ which you

wish to serve !

"

Now this is not a fancy picture. We had a friend

whose conversion was well-niRh >s 8::.dden as the

jailer's. A.ul there were two mLiisters who^/; abili-

ty to settle theological difficulties might hare pi>-ced

tharn beyon;] Petev or John, if time spent in theolog-

ical sf.udica Y, ere the criterion. Our unconverted friend

hiul iiccftrapanied us to a place, where it was not unu-

sual to witness sudden and remarkable displays of the

awakening, justifying and sanctifying power of God.

He was awakened, and suddenly conveited perhaps in

about as short a time as was the jailer. Yielding to the

tiame sort of inspiration which David felt, when he said

"Come unto me, all ye that fear the Lord, and I will

tell you what he hath done for my soul,*' he went to

tell his pastor, who belonged to a different theological

school from that of the minister under whose labors he

had been so suddenly converted. He was met in jui^t

about the way above supposed. It was distressing to

see the perplexity of his mind on his return. But we

assured him that the Lord could convert a soul just

ae thoroughijr in half an hour, as in half a centuiy.

He had felt it his duty openly to profess Christ that

evening. But, yielding to these dissur :. . u;, he became

disheartened, and resolved not to coir :t in an open

profeesioii This resistance to dii:^ ^i gtit great dark-

ness upc2' ,-^j mind. Aft^r Jabo' uvg v.ith him prayer-
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A oauUon reiterated, and consequent fttllure. The iportumaii.

fully for some time, his confidence was again restored,

and he resolved to confess Christ. Again he left us,

rejoicing in faith, and strong in resolution, when

the tempter again, through a minister, attacked him on

the same grounds ; the suddenness of his conversion, and

the danger of profession j and again he returned per-

plexed and discouraged as before. Could such an one

be" expected to hold fast his faith, and in the end make a

good confession before many witnesses ? Surely, it would

have been well-nigh miraculous if he had. He was not

taken away from under such influences, and he did not en-

dure better than the jailer might have endured, if placed

under circumstances such as we have described. His

conversion was doubtless pronounced an ephemeral con-

version. And those sage theological friends perhaps

thought the wisdom of their counsels vindicated by the

result to a demonstration. M ** .».jr 4 1 i *

?iti

ir-

; A SUDDEN AND UNQUESHONABLE CONVERSION.

lut I had another friend who, though even more t

suddenly converted, did not fall in with the same sort ^

of. doctors of divinity, and endured manfully. My a

friend, Mr. , was a man of fine natural address, ^

and a lo^'er of pleasure. He often attended divine wor- '•

ship, and ofter , on the Sabbath, made resolves to devote

\h .j^j-ull ; o the service of Christ. But he had thoughtless ^

-ompanions, ai,J he was fond of the race, and his social

and spoiti^e qualities wev , ever bringing him into the >

snare of Satan. Each week witnessed him under yet 4

greater condemnation from broken resolves. One Sat- 4
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A midnight tow on ttie two Testaments. Help and solratlon.

urday night, returning late fiom his business, he reflect-

ed on his many broken vows. His conscience told him

he ought to do better ; but his heart was so sadly re-

minded of his many failures, that he scarcely dared to

TOW again. But a new thought struck him. He had

reached his home. It was now about the solemn mid-

night hour. The lights in his dwelling were all ex-

tinguished. But he knew where the good old family

Bible was. He remembered that the God of the Bible

was a covenant-keeping God, and opening it between the

Old and New Covenant, he, as in the solemn presence

of God, with one hand placed on the Old Testament,

and the other on the New, renewed his resolves, and

said,

** O Lordi if thou mlt help met Iwill serve theeforever.^'

'' Strength from heaven was immediately let down into

his soul. He felt that God, as his Almighty Helper,

began to " work in him mightily to will and to do of

his good pleasure." He laid his head on his pillow

that night, conscious of the inworkings of the Holy

Spirit. He greeted the light of the blessed Sabbath, a

new creature in Christ Jesus. To his own perceptions,

and to the observation of his friends, " Old things had

passed away." By his beaming countenance, and with

his lips, he testified that the joy of the Lord was his

strength. Though his sudden change was singularly

unlocked for, yet we never heard the genuineness of his

conversion questioned. His consistent, happy, useful

life bore ample testimony that he had passed from death

unto life
—^p" 'i"-"^it-^tT'i ,Trr;pYv^>-n57 -'.- N • S"-ry Qi
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Breakftat onboard a itoamer. Tha inquiry. " 0, 1 am happy."

.1.^ - . ,
" Will he not hla help afford r

,
Help while yet I asit ia given

;

iXtul hl^*i* *^fm'jiiVi: God cornea down, the Qod aud Lord,

. Who made both aarth and heaTen.',' ,^
ui

'W i\~r

-an ylfjdi^ <4i ^o.-t^

-xa io: 'x ®hu dja^lairi and his (Buusi

** Captain, did you ever tura your attention seriously

to the subject of religion ?
"

So said we to the captain of a steamer, with whom we
,
had been chatting over a good breakfast on board of his

vessel.

Our captain was evidently more pleasantly ar home

on almost any othei subject, than the subject of relig:'^'

; But we dared not let the opportunity pass without b,\j-

ing a few words to him about his eternal interests.

The captain, in answer to our inquiry, assured us that

he thought exceedingly well of religion, but had never

given much of his attention to the subject. And, as we

still persisted in urging its importance, he exclaimed,

i.rrt** 0, I am happy." * ?'^ :::^^ .J

I r. ^
**We would be far from disputing that point v;

'

't y >u,

captain. There is a sort of hilarity which the man of

the world may enjoy when he does not thinlc. But only

let him once begin to consider, and his happiness is all

spoiled." ;> - ; .
* ^ ' .

',

' I would not wish you to think me wholly inattentive

yW' tne subject of religion. But there are so many things

to claim one's attention, I do not, I suppose, get as
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A propoiU!r>' •« Y^i." Th« aiflvrence sUtad.

much Uiuo ^,0 tiiiiik as I ought. But I am not without

my crrjoyments. ^ ^,,^,^ j^,,, ,: lUb ^Uhni^l ^/ ^n^m
" Do not misnnaerstana me, captain ; of course, I

would not differ with you in opinion on that subject.

But let me tell you, w.ieio i LhinL. there is a differ-

ence. Now, let us be very honest with each other.

Candidly, my friend, will you be really honest with me,

if I will be purely so with yoii ?
"

The captain looked a little demurrish, probably fearing

that he would come oul on the wrong side, but, as gentle-

men will sometimes rather even give up their own
Btron;j will, than to disoblige the ladies, he hesitatingly

said.

"Y-e-8."
'" " Well, then, here is where I think you will find

the difference between the happiness of the worldling

and that of the Christian. You enjoy the world and the

various socialities of life. In festive, mirthful scene?, your

hilarity abounds, but in the midst of the most mirthful,

only begi'i to thin\. My oul is immortal ! This night,

my soul may be required of me. In such an hour as I

think not, the Son of man cometh. You know that

these things, are not idle f ctasies. jTour judgment tells

you that they are solemn realities : the mv>re you think

and let your better juf^^jmct predominate, the more un.
,

happy you are.*'
>' •

"True! true!" ' " ' '

" Now, captain, here is the difference ; the more we
think, the more happy we are. The religion of our

Lord Jesus Christ furnishes, in itself, an inexhaustible

*t

-i.JiA:vs..J^vfr-
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PMj and happlnaM. Two witnMMf. A hnppy wnl in m lufltring body.

fund of happiness. "While it docs not forbid uiiy thing

of a worldly nature that is really needful for our enjoy-

ment, it furnishes other enjoyments, rich and varied

beyond expression. That it has the promise of the life

that now is, you admit ; for you believe the Bible. And
we are witnesses of this truth. (Husband was standing

1 jside me.) We have been testing the truth of these

principles ever since we were little children, and, surely,

we may be perm'*ted to judge. What we say between

each other, when no mortal eai- is within hearing, must

be honest, you will allow ; and, husband, do we not

often say, between each other, that the worldling does

not even begin to know what happiness means ? " ''

Here husband added his testimony, and observed,

" Religion has been every thing to me. I have been

trying it ever since I was a little boy. I don't know
what I should have been without it. I have tried it in

childhood, in youth, and in middle age, and now, as I

egin to contemplate going down the declivity of life,

the happiness it imparts only increases."

" Now you see, captain, you have our united testimony.

We do not wish you to infer that Christians have no trials.

Christians, in common with worldlings, are called to

endure various earthly vicissitudes, and trirds painful to

the flesh ; but, while the worldling has nothing to cheer

him under these circumstances, the Christian has only to

think, and be happy in his soul, however much his

body may suflfer. His heavenly Father is ever saying to

him, " All things work together for good to them that

love God," and he has only to keep thinking of tloB,

!

(f
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DMtb and horn*. The qutitioB. The rcipoDM. The pftrtteg.

and the more he thinks, the more hnppy he becomes.

Of course, we know that tlie hour of death and earthly

separation must come. But this, instead of destroying

our happiness, only makes us think with yet greater joy

of our inheritance—OUT home beyond the grave, where

we shall spend an eternity of happiness in yet more

^'lissful union, in the presence of him, 'whom, having

not seen, we love.* Now, captain, you see here are two

agreed, and * in the mouth of two or three witnesses

every word shall be established.' Tell me, then,

what do you think of the difference between the happi-

ness of the worldling and of the Christian ? You see I

have been candid ; will you be candid ?
"

The captain frankly acknowledged that we had the

right of the matter, and conceded that our case was

fairly won. He confessed that it was only when he

could manage to keep out of his thoughts death and

eternity, that he could be happy. He seemed deeply

serious, and we were encouraged to believe that he

would give his more earnest attentions to the subject of

religion. "We repeated the words, .

'

-*>;^> •,51 i

\:h-r

nu 1.9 :><

n<i

" >! is religion, that must giTO

Solid comfort while we live
;

'Tis religion must supply

Solid comfort when we die.

After death, its joys will be

Lasting as eternity

;

Let mc, then, make Ood my friend,

Then my joys shall never end."

1}

"We separated affectionately. Sinners do i^ot love us

' less for being faithful to their souls. They know, if we
* heartily believe what we profc s to believe, that we
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Man of th* world. A quMtion—Mkad—Intorpratod—ftDiwoNd.

ought to bo instant in season, and out of season, in our

efforts to save them. Many men of the world seldom

hear a gospel sermon ; and even those who do hear fre-

quently need the affectionate and practical demonstra-

tions of an earnest Christianity to arrest their attentions,

and win them to Christ. - ' •; -.^i i i. i. hu V v.t' (fh

('tih '.7';'. ''"•' nif I

f.

WHERE DOES THE ONE END, AND THE OTHER BEGIN t .^.j

KuBtt^cation and ^antti^tatiom

** I CANNOT, for the life of me, see where justification

ends and sanctification begins." So said my friend, in

rather an earnest, though not very devotional, mood.

He might with as much propriety have said, " I cannot,

for the life of me, see where a person leaves off the

use of letters and reads well." A state of sanctification

cannot be obtained or retained, but in connexion with a

state of justification ; as necessarily so as the letters of

the alphabet stand in connexion with reading. The

way to leave the principles of the doctrine of Christ is,

not to forget them, just as we do not forget the ele-

mentary branches in literature for the pursuit of

higher studies. We could no more go on in sanctifi-

cation without justification, than we could go on per-

fecting ourselves in reading, after we had forgotten our

letters. But shall I tell you just how and where I

apprehended this point in my own experience ? I had

been going on, sweetly conscious of the smiles of my

•
t i

il- m,;

]l'fV^
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An Item of personal expericr^oe. Increasing Iigh^ "B« ye holy."

heavenly Father. For v>ome time, I had been in such a

state of conscious, loving obedience, that I think I

would rather have died than knowingly have offended

my heavenly Father. My course had been onward and

upward. As I ascended the heavenly way, clearer

light shone upon my mind, revealing higher duties,

requiring more of the spirit of sacrifice, and furnishing

yet stronger tests of obedience. But, with increasing

light, increasing strength was given, enabling me to be

answerable to tiiese higher duties : for I had not learned

how to retain a state of justification while under con-

demnation at the same time for neglecting known

duties.

THE CRISIS.

But the memorable crisis came when I could not have

retained a state of justification one hour longer without

passing over into that state where entire sanctification

begins. Others may act upon the principle that it is

optional with themselves whether they will remain in a

state of justification, or go on to a state of entire sancti-

fication, but, with me, the command was absolute, «' Go on

to perfection "—" be ye holy ; " and, if I had not obeyed,

I should have been condemned for my disobedience ; and

how could I have been in a state of condemnation and

in a state of justification at the same time ? But I will

show you the crisis, the precise point where justification

would have ended, and condemnation would have begun,

if I had not taken the further step, and entered

^.
" The land of rest firom imbretl sin,

The land ol perfect holinerr " )}.\
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The decision. Of willing and doing. An eternal surrender.

s I had, that evening, been enabled to come to the decis-

ion that I would, not only in word, but in spirit, recog-

nize my covenant engagements, and yield myself, with

ali the ties that had bound me to eaith, wholly and for-

ever to God. I had often endeavored to enter into

covenant engagements before ; but I now saw there was

a marked difference between being willing to give up all,

and the act of really giving up all ;—^as marked a dif-

ference as may be inferred to exist between an offerer

under the Jewish dispensation who is willing to lay his

sacrifice on the altar, and another offerer who really per-

forms the act of placing his gift there.

The sacrifice of the offerer could not be sanctified un-

til it was laid on the altar, for it was by virtue of the

altar that it was sanctified. When I clearly perceived

this, O what a struggling of nature ensued ! I had lift-

ed my hand to God—^had often said, " I will give up

all; " but row, when I saw that there was to be an

eternal surrender of life, reputation, and friends dearer

than life—all—all! O, it was a point quite beyond

what I had reached before. But what could I do?

Could I stand still at this point, and remain in a state of

Justification while refusing to comply with what I knew

to be the demand of God, and iu fulfilment of covenant

engagements long since made ? I saw I could not ; I

must either make the necessary sacrifices, or I must

sin, and, by my disobedience, forfeit a state of justifica-

tion. And it is here justification would have ended with

me had I refused to be holy. Do you ask, How did you

retain a state of justification before, when all was not

lb*

:( r^
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Increasing light obeyed. A point reached. How can one be more than perfect?

given up ? Perhaps I cannot answer your question bet-

ter than by referring you to what the Savior said to his

disciples, " I have many things to say unto you, but ye

cannot bear them now," I had, for some time previous

to this, been answerable to the light as I had received it.

The Holy Spirit had led me onward, revealing higher

and yet higher duties, as I was able to bear them, till I

was brought up to the point described, and was enabled

to be answerable to my covenant engagements, and yield

myself up entirely and irrevocably to God ; and, in do-

ing this, 1 felt that I did no more than I ought to do,

and was but an unprofitable servant.

CAN WE BE MORE THAN PERFECT!

Do not those who go on to perfection arrive at a point,

where they stop ? for how can one be more than pei -

feet ? No ! Do you remember that Paul speaks of

perfecting holiness in the fear of the Lord ? Or, I do

not know why we may not take a simile we have be-

fore used, and ask. Must not a child stop reading, be-

cause he has learned to read perfectly? whereas his

having learned to read perfectly only introduces him to

yet higher and higher branches of study, till his mighty

soul goes on grasping in knowledge while life endures.

Or, to use another figure : Holiness is a way cast up for

the ransomed of the Lord to walk in. If you were in

the way to a given place, would it be necessary for you

to stop because you were in the way ? The fact is, your

only aim in getting into the way was thst you might

progress in the way until you reached the destined
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The way to our home. Qod has given it a name. Caught under a harrow.

point. Well, heaven is our home. It is our home, for

Christ has purchased heaven for us. There is a way by

which we must go, if we would reach this home. God
has given this way a name. It shall be called The
"Way of Holiness. In this way our goings must be

established if we would over reach our heavenly desti-

nation. The redeemed of the Lord shall walk there.

But remember you cannot walk in this way of holiness

until you have entered upon it. O, may you enter

speedily I
, * -* - i*-^

Winkmrdmx Sarroujd <®ut.

Father R was educated in the belief of Uni-

versal Salvation, and, until he was about twenty-four

years old, he thought himself a lirm believer, and would

probably have been seriously incensed had his best friend

hinted that he was not sound in the faith of Universal-

ism. And with this delusion conscience was well-nigh

quieted, when the following significant incident occur-

red:

He was harrowing a field with a pair of young wild

steers. The harrow caught in a stump. In the effort

to release it, the cattle started, and he was thrown under

the harrow. The steers now ran in wildest speijd. The

teeth of the harrow in the mean time had fastened to his

clothing, and an awful and immediate deatli seemed inev-

itable. And who can depict or conceive the horror of

'a ii

m : *i
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A UnlrenalUk in troubto. Hli pnyer, oonrarilou and lubMqumt Ubort.

the Hcene, as, with furious speed, he was dragged under

this " instrument with 'ceth " the space of thirty or forty

rods I But this harrowing of his body was only made

the occasion of a harrowing of conscience, which wholly

exceeded his care for his body, and he began to call

mightily on God, and promised the Lord, if he would

but spare his life, he would serve him all his days.

" Lord, have mercy— Lord, have mercy on my soul 1

"

was his cry. Nor did he cease to ciy until God indeed

manifested his saving mercy, and he was filled with

praise for delivering and saving grace. After his re-

lease, one suggested, " I thought you were a Universal-

ist, and, if so, why afraid to die ? " He answered, " I

thought so too ; but, when death stared me in the face,

I found the doctrine of IJniversalism would not stand

the test.'" And it was thus, about forty years since, that

Father B. was brought to know the pardoning

mercy of God through Christ. Ever since, he has been

a steady traveller in the way to heaven. And earnest

have been his manifestations of solicitude that all who

are endeavoring to make themselves think they believe

in Universal Salvation, may know that the doctrine will

not stand the harrow of conscience in view of sudden

and awful death. '

Father K-

LOVE-FEAST TESTIMONY.

did as every one who resolves to

serve the Lord ought to do ; that is, immediately after

his conversion, he united with an evangelical church.

But the people with whom he united in church fellow •
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ship did not believe that Christ stood ever ready to save

his people from all their sins in the present life. Some

months after, he was thrown in contact with a people

who believed that the prayer of the apostle, " The very

God of peace sanctify you wholly," &c., ought to be

fulfilled in the experience of every believer. This was

at a camp-meeting. A prayer circle had been formed

for specific labor on this theme. It was the first that

Father R had heard of the subject of entire sanc-

tification. His immediate resolve was, that, if there was

a state of religious experience beyond what he enjoyed,

it should, through grace, be his. He told his brethren

his want of knowledge on the subject, and solicited their

advice and prayers. The brethren instructed him, and

prayed for him, and, before ho left that circle, he was a

happy partaker of the grace of entire sanctification. A
minister present, after hearing this interesting love-feast

testimony from the lips of Father R , exclaimed,

" Father R
, you were not then told it might take

a long time to grow up into a readiness to obtain the

blessing before it could be received? " " No !
" he ex-

claimed, " we believed in having it done and done with.''

Father B , another father in Israel, then arose, and,

after stating specifically when and where he received

the blessing of holiness, said, " Brethren and sisters, I

go for the short way offaith, and the lon^ way of living."

An eairnest response resounded through the air, and the

congregated hundreds joined in the hearty " Amcu !

"

/« '4
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Thing of life. Idle handa. ConBtornation and delay.

«w'«-

m' ®h* JPlaritiimrg md ih Poiicc fottrm Us

Let us enter into this famous, well-arranged manu-

facturing establishment. Here are the most magnificent,

various, and finely-wrought specimens of art turned off

at shortest notice, and apparently with the ease of

thought. Let us look closely into this stupendous

machinery. Here are "wheels within wheels," and

what not. "What a complication!—little, tiny wheels

and large wheels, shafts, bands, lathes, saws, drills,

—

every thing with the ease of naturalness, yet with the

most exact precision, performing its office. As though

it were a thing of life, endued with inherent power,

and voluntary in its own acts, it is ever turning out to

the gaze of the curious observer these beautiful speci-

mens of workmanship * *. But, ah, suddenly, an,

utter cessation ! This thing of life has ceased its work-

ings. Every part of this complicated and stupendous

machinery is motionless as death. What has befallen

it? •
- »- -

-' --.If'--
. ' ' '-'• ..i - -

.'
• .-.tnK.r

Ah, there was a secret power, hidden away—out of

sight, propelling it to action. That power ceases to

act ; for some ill-intentioned individual has stealthily

detached the motive force from the machinery. What

shall be done ? What loss must accrue to the owner by

these passing minutes ! Scores of hands are idle, and

the minutes of many make hours. But why all this

delay and consternation ? How simple the act by which

all this wrong may be adjusted, and this thing of life
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" Put on tb« steam.' Intelligent and Influential lady. Hard maiter.

put in motion again ! Put on the steam ! There, now
all is right again. Every thing is in action. How
simple the expedient, yet how effectual

!

-i " Mrs. -V i how are you getting along in religion ?
"

" ** O, do not begin to ask me ; for I cannot begin to

tell what a distresseu, perplexed state of mind I am in.

Why, I am not even willing to be holy, and, of course,

I cannot ask the Lord to make me holy."

Mrs. was an intelligent and influential lady, and

the wife of a .minister. She was the daughter of the

late Judge——, in that region favorably and exten-

sively known. The enemy of all righteousness knew

that she was placed in a position to exert a far-reaching

influence for good ; and so he took proportionate pains

to tempt her with many, and varied perplexities. We
were now on a camp ground, and, on first reaching the

encampment, we had heard of Mrs. 's distressed

state of mind. And, in the midst of the encampment,

we had, for the first time, met. Wishing not to refer

to whatwe had heard ofher strange perplexities,—^for the

tempter loves to have us consume the precious time

given us for noble purposes, in detailing his tempta-

tions,—-to avoid a recital of this sort, I simply asked the

preceding question, and was answered as stated.

She then went on to specify many things that she was

not willing to do, some things which I thought it prob-

able she mij^ht be required to do, and other things I

thought she might not be required to do. Satan is a hard

master, and he often presents strange inconsistencies to

the mind, in the form of duties. And then because he
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A ntanio ruse. Not willing to be holy. God'i work honorabla.

cannot induce us to consent to things that are not pure,

and lovely, and of good report, then he accuses us that

we are not willing to do our duty. And thus many a

sincere person gets under the condemnation of Satan,

whom, in reality God does not condemn, otherwise than

as he condemns us for believing Satan.

'* I am not willing to be holy," she exclaimed. " I am
not willing to go and stand there, and invite sinners to

Christ, and tell cold-hearted professors of the danger of

their condition. I am not willing to be,of no reputa-

tion for Christ's sake. Befdre the world, I might possi-

bly be willing to be of no reputation j but, before my
brethren and sisters, and especially before ministers, I

am not."

** I do not know that the Lord will require you to do

all these things you have spoken of. His service is

honorable. He does not require us to do any thing that

is not pure, and lovely, and of good report ; nothing that

Gabriel, or the highest archangel in heaven, might not

covet to do. If you could have made yourself willing,

you would have done it long ago—^would you not ?

"Indeed I would." •^'" '
*' " >- ' «#m

" You do not expect to make yourself willing, do

you?" ''
'-''* '*

'
''"^'^ ""* ^*^'' '^' '-^ • .^^-' ^;i imr^-i

"No!" Jiv,i.» i»;«'i ,i! " ..fsfi*.

I

** Do you think Christ could make you willing ?
"

After a little hesitation she replied, " Yes—^if it were not

for my unbelief." "' -*• 'Ut j?i ^':. /'>
. j>iVi.<t uj<--#vi?/Mio

" Do you think unbelief a sin ? " 'i<'<!m<us- ,:'imiMm
'"' "I do." -^^^«-w^^> ir^iwM.^i^^\ Uwi -fm^m 'tmi
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How to be IP" '-' willing to work. Veiy Mrd. Ability equal to duty.

if

,
** How can he save you from your unbelief or any other

sin, unless you yield yourself wholly up to him, and let

him do it ? It surely is a sin not to be willing to be

holy, not to be willing to be of no reputation, and to

perform every duty. But you cannot work a willingness

in yourself. It is only Christ that can work in you that

which is well pleasing in his sight ; but how can he do

it, until you yield yourself wholly up to him ? If ho

would have you do those things which have been sug-

gested to your mind as duty, he can cause you to be more

than willing. The moment you yield yourself up whol-

ly to him he will put his Spirit within you, and the

things which you have felt you could not do will be the

very things you will love to do ; for Christ will work

in you mightily to will and to do of his good pleasure.
'

But still she was sad, very sad ; still she kept looking

at herself, and her many varied failures in duty, instead

of looking to Jesus j mucii .is it would have been with

those Israelites, after they nu ^ been bitten by the fiery

serpents, had they looked at their wounds instead of

looking up to the brazen serpent. We reminded her

of this, and said, * ^ . .

! " Mrs. , God is not a hard master ; his ways are

equal. He says, " Look ur to me and be ye saved," not

leaving it optional with yourself whether you will do

this or not. He does not command you to look, to him,

without giving you the abili j . You dishonor and dis-

obey your Savior, every mome it you linger thus. Your

malady, instead of growing better, is growing worse.

Your agony and tears, though you might weep tears of
16
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The look and the onre. Unmindful (if teari, B«Ur th arMumi.

blood, cannot induce the Savior to save you in your

unbelief. You are disobeying God, every moment

while you are looking at the effects of sin on your heart

instead or looking to the Savior. And just as surely

will you perish, as those Israelites would have perished,

however sincere or earnest thoy might have been in their

intention to look up to the brazen serpent, if they had

not actually looked up. * -vi vif-^^if )> •.,.;• sa t\;i\ami\ai

It was then proposed that we should n Ire from the

gaze of the multitude, to Mrs. 's private tent.

Here, as in the solemn presence of God, she resolved on

an immediate. Unconditional, irrevocable surrender of her

entire being to Christ.

He? heart had been in a tumult of conflicting sorrows,

but no/r •;he seemed unmindful even of her tears, as she

kn«;;U to yield herself up in everlasting covenant to God,

resolved from that moment to trust in Christ, as her

present and complete Savior, believing that he would

empower her for every duty, and work in her mightily,

" to will and to do of his good pleasure." ^ - . — ^ -

What could she do but yield herself up to God,

through Christ, jttst as she was ? This she did. And,

without requiring signs or wonders, she calmly took God
at his word, believing, as she gave herself up wholly,

he received her wholly, just because he said so, and

this, surely, was not believing without a reason. She

took the word of God as the foundation of her faith, and

did not say in her heart, " "Who shall ascend into heaven

to bring Christ down, or who shall descend into the

deep, to bring Christ up ? " But, simply, because Christ
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TruHt and rtit. Mn. ' now to work.

hud Baid he would receive her, and would come and

dwell in her heart, and work in her that which was

well pleasing in his sight, e^^ ^rustc "" in him to do just

what he had said he u ou ^u ind who cvci' trusted

in him, and was confounc '^ '.
' ,^i

'-' / fi:;.

Sweetly did she enter A. u O! what a heavenly

calm succeeded I Chiist had to take up his abode

in her. And she quietly and oelievingly rested on his

word. -1 mil''' rFrhM;«r "rff M.V! '
I ; • \i' . H ']

I felt a divine conviction on my own heart that the

work was done ; and, with a joyful and confident heart,

praised the Lord for what he had done, and said, ii^j :<

"'TifldoLe! thegreat transactioa 'a done!"

** Lord, she is forever thine 1 Thou dost receive her."

And together, in subdued accents, we praised and mag-

nified the name of our covenant-keeping God.

The christian brother, who had first mentioned, in

my hearing, the spiritual distress of this now happy

friend, came in, when I was quickly called away to other

duties. This brother subsequently informed me that,

shortly after I left the tent, a company of thoughtless

worldlings came in tc see Mrs. , when, with tears,

and in the most urgent, persuasive manner, she cried out,

"
! what will become of these sinne^;|, if they do not re-

pent, and turn to the Lord ? " And thus, in most winning

entreaty, she sought to gain them to the Savior. How
evidently was Christ now working in her heart, to do

the very things which she ' '' said she could not do

!

^. ,Xhe next day, I incidentally saw her standing just

': A
M

lis . t
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HeetM in » leaQr temple. Thirty ministerB. The Mcret of power ftmnd.

about where she had pointed, as she said to me, '* I am
not willing to go and stand there, and tell worldly pro-

fessors of the danger of their condition, and urge sinners

to Christ." But there she stood, amid worl^y profes-

sors and sinners, tearful, yet in dignified, ifioving pathos,

pleading that they would comi)ly with the conditions ot

salvation. ,'
,^

* The last day of the meeting came. Hundreds had'

assembled to witness the closing exercises. There, be-

fore the rough-made pulpit, in that beautiful leafy

temple " not made with hands," sat about thirty of

Christ's ambassadors, with their venerated presiding

elder. Dr. ——, at their head. Many, from among

both the ministry and laity, had been testifying, to the

praise of Godj of the excellency of grace. Among
others, Mrs. had risen, and witnessed a good

confession, testifying joyfully of the blessedness of

having yielded up all believingly to Christ, trusting in

him to work in her mightily that which was well

pleasing in his sight. Just as the exercises were about

closing, she rose again, and for a few moments stood

with her handkerchief to her face, so much affected as

to be unable to speak. ,,, . »"

«*Can I ? can I ?" she wept out, when, as if sue

ly reminded of the secret of power she had so recently

learned, she exclaimed, " Yes, I can
!

"

And then, with a holy composure and a dignity of

bearing, such as could only have been inspired by the

Spirit, through whose influences she spoke, she address-

ed that group of ministers, in words which may never

en-

*m-
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as

jof

[he

Iss-

rer

TlM mlnlsten addresBed. Presiding elder> reply. Every spring in motion.

be forgotten. "With due deference to their calling, as

legates from the skies, she addressed such words of

burning truth and entreaty, in such faithfulness, affec-

tionateness and power, as, I think, I never heard equal-

ed. Who, that heard, will ever forget them ! Ministers

and people were astonished, and wept. After she had

finished, the presiding elder arose, much affected, and

said. .^tt;.
ir'

'! r^tf

** Thank you! Thank you. Sister I believe

some of us do try to be faithful to the people of our

various charges, but O, how few feel the importance of

being faithful to us
!

" >..f vr^;^?' Hk _:j.^:A'-»rff >f*#i(i

^ And this was the christian sister whc>se spiritual ener-

gies were, such a short time since, paralyzed; who
said she was not even willing to be holy, and therefore

could not ask to be made holy ; who was not willing

to be of no reputation before her Christian friends, and

especially before ministers. Here she was, as by an in-

herent power, and by her own election, choosing to do

those very things, which she had in vain sought to make

herself willing to do. What mysterious change has

come over her ? Why, she has learned the secret of

power. By a simple act of entire reliance on Christ,

she became so fully united to Christ, that every secret

spring of her being was set in motion, and brought into

harmonious action with the divine will. And who can

tell what may be accomplished, by the mighty inwork-

ings of an indwelling Christ in this soul, now that all

its vast machinery is in full and harmonious action?

The secret of power is union with Christ.

16 • ^
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^\ There "was a company of humble disciples who, in

attending a meeting on one occasion, received such a

* '^blessing that the influence of that one blessing was as

r-^'

far-reaching as their lives. They had come together by

the appointment of the Savior, but not more by his

appointment than on some special occasions when you

\
assemble with your brethren. Christ had promised to

' 'Bend the promise of his Father upon them, but not

more explicitly than he has promised to send the prdm-

ise of his Father upon you. I do not doubt but there

were those among that company who felt themselves

very unworthy of the grace. But, in making the prom-

ise, Christ had not said, '* If you will assemble, and get

yourselves into a state of worthiness, I r '^i send the

promise of my Father upon you." "We a of one, in

fact, who seemed to be specially unworthy. If it had

been asked, "Who among this company is the most un-

worthy ? he would have been the first to respond, " It

is I " ! And such were the well-known facts in his case,

that it is probable none could have successfully disputed

the case with him. For he had, with oaths and curses,

denied his Savior not long previous to this eventful

meeting. But the Savior had told him to be present at

the meeting, and that was enough to assure him that the

promise of the Father was to come upon him with as

much fulness and freeness as upon the others. Christ

had not said that the most worthy should receive the

.t ! S'-

ii

V

u

"i
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Which recfllved the greateit blosslng 7 It ia for you. Speciflo asiunnee.

greatest blessing. And, if we may judge from the effect

of the blessing, we may infer that, of all the great bless-

ings on that occasion received, Peter received the great-

^.^ est. So penetrating, all-pervading, and ever-enduring

^ jWas the blessing that I do not doubt but its conse-

^f.^
quences, in the case of each of these humble disciples,

v,< were not only as far-reaching as life with them, but as

;.,, I
enduring as eternity. Would you like to receive such

(,, (I blessing? I will try to tell you how you may get it.

o) If you would get as great a blessing as the early dis-

t^^, ciples received, you must " forget the things that are

I,; behind," just as Peter did. It was tho full baptism of

the Holy Ghost which Peter received. You may see

the promise of the Father recorded in Acts ii. 17, 18.

By this you will see that the promise is just as specifi-

cally for you now as it was for those early disciples.

" I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons

and your daughters shall prophesy," &c. If you would

get this great blessing, resolve that you will make every-

thing subservient to the attainment of it now. Begin

to wait for it with a definite resolve that you will have

it. And if the enemy tells you that you are wilful, and

asks the wherefore of such a resolve, tell him that your

Lord has told you to tarry at Jerusalem, with the spe-

cific assurance that he will send the promise of his Father

upon you. If he asks, " How do you know that this

is God's time " ? you may tell him that God has specifi-

cally set the time : " Now is the accepted time." If

he tells you about your present and former unworthi-

..finess^-you can tell him that you have resolved to obey
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A prlTtltf* to fbrgat. WMley on tha Mlb vhloh unoUiM.

God, and forget the things that ai'o behind—that yon

never received one blessing bscauso you were worthy,

but many and continuous* blessings because of ttie infi-

nite merits of your Savior. And then go, claiming the

blessing now. If God has promised the blessing now,

it is your duty to have it now ; for there con be no fail-

ure on the part of God ; his word is eternal truth. Hit

name is ** The Faithful and True Witness." The bleii-

ing is received by faith ; but do you ask to know 'mvr

OP THAT FAITH WHICH SANCTIFIES WHOLIT NOW!

V Mr. Wesley says :
" A man cannot be sanctified with-

out fidth. He may have ever so much repentance, or

ever so much good works, yet all this does not at all

avail. He is not sanctified till he believes ; but the mo-

ment he believes, with or without those fruits, yea, with

more or less of this repentance, he is sanctified." Mr;

Wesley goes on to say : " You shall not be disappointed

of your hope : it will come, and will not tarry. Look

for it, then, every day, every hour, every moment I

Why not this moment ? Certainly, you may look for it

now, if you believe it is by faith. And by this token

you may surely know whether you seek it by faith or

by works. If by works, you want something to be done

first, before you are sanctifi'^d. You think, I must first

be, or do, thus or thus. Then you are seeking it by

works unto this day. If you seek it by faith, you may

expect it as you are ; and if as you are, then expect it

now. It is of importance to observe that there is an in-

separable connexion between these three points : expect
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VIm thfM polata. Ilnw your frland uppMhaniUd thtm.

;l

it

It by faith ; expect it m you nre ; and expect it now I

To deny one of thoHe ia to deny them all. To allow one

is to allow them all. Do you believe we ore sanctified

by faith ? Be true, then, to your principle, and look for

this blessing just as you are, neither better nor worse

;

as a poor sinner that has nothing to pay, nothing to

plead, but Christ died. And if you look for it as you

are, then expect it now. Stay for nothing ; why should

you ? Christ is ready, and he is all you want. He is

waiting for you ; ho is at the door I

"

^^yf, TUB STEPS IN FAITH TAKEN UY YOUU FRIEND. ¥?« -r

Shall I tell you the step by which a friend of yours

was brought to the exercise of that faith by which the

blesbing of holiness was received ? After having made

an unconditional and absolute surrender of herself to

C^hrist, the question was proposed, " How do you know

that God will receive you ? " For a moment, the inquiry

eemed perplexing, and she began to question, " HoW
shall I know that God will receive me ? " She could

think of no way she might know, and was pondering

over the point when the Spirit inwardly whispered, *' It

is written, * I will receive you.' " " Must I believe it

because it stands written—simply recorded—in the word

of God, without any other evidence ? " she exclaimed,

when the Holy Spirit reproved her unbelief by saying,

** If you should hear God audibly speaking to you from

heaven, in tones of thunder, just as he spake on Mount

Sinai, and he should say, * I will receive you ; * or, if

you should see it written in letters of fire, as a sign,
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Sign uohlDg the hMrena. Tha foand»tion. Th« tat Tanqntobed.

arching the heavens, * I will receive you/ would you

believe it then ? " "I could not help believing it then

;

I should have the evidence of my senses/* she respond-

ed. And here she was reproved from the fact that she

had always known that the blessing was received by

faith, and she now saw that the Bible was as much the

Word of God as though she could hear him speaking

in tones of loudest thunder every moment, or as though

she could see it written on a sign arching the heavens ;

and she also saw that faith was to believe it. " But/' said

the enemy, " suppose, after you have believed, you do

not receive any special manifestation, or do not feel dif-

ferent ? " " It is written, « The just shall live by faith,'
"

was the response. " But suppose you were called to

live a long life, and should have nothing to depend on

but the naked word of God, and then should even die,

and come up before your Judge without any other re-

liance than the word of God, what would you do then ?
"

" I would come up before my Judge, and, if questioned

why I had come there without having had any of those

extraordinary manifestations of which others might speak,

I would say, * The foundation of my faith was thy im

mutable word.* '* And here Satan was vanquished !

Yes, vanquished ! I do not mean that the tempter

assaulted her no more, but that she was now left to the

confirmed consciousness of her own spirit that, in heart,

she believed. But there was yet another step to be

taken before she could receive that divinely inwrought

consciousness by which the Holy Spirit was to testify

with her spirit that the work was wrought ; for— -^h-'
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Tta« two wltneiMM. Bhrinklngt. The anawakened Isdjr.

, _ <• Both the wltneMee an Joined

The Spirit of Ood with oun."

- That further step you will see distinctly recognized

• in the passage, " "With the heart man believeth unto

• righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made

unto salvation." Just so soon as she began tnth her

- mouth to confess the faith of her heart before God, just

80 «oon the Holy Spirit powerfully testified with her

spirit, that it was unto salvation—-present—full salvation*

I! I

^ "* " Instant in season out of season." That is, where

' there are not opportunities, make them. Who does

not feel a shrinking of the flesh in relation to these out-

of-the-way duties ?

« The flesh dislikes the way,
~'

' Hv ' 1;^^ i

'

'

But fUth approves it well." .^ ,',,.,; { ::m:

.if There is no sin in feeling a shrinking of the flesh in

view of crossing duties. Do you not think that Abra-

ham felt a shrinking of the flesh while journeying to

Mount Moric'i? But there is no sin in being tempted

to shrink. The sin lies in yielding. ' -i-.a}: np.hi;-^.:&

,iv» t( "WTill you go to see a lady living in street ?

She seems to be evidently very near death, and I can

see no reason to think that she is prepared for her

change. She seems to be asleep in the cradle of carnal

security. She is an attendant on a church where, with
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OrdlnaoAM not fftHng. DUtaaatT* InfliMnMi. Wielud ipirtu.
" «.

too many, the ordinances are regarded as saving, and, in i

her estimation, baptism may be regeneration. Neithec^

herself, nor friends, may wish to see you; but I think./

her soul is at stake. Do go !

" «* »^>t- i, --

About thus said a zealous disciple, who even prefer* i

red that her sick friend should be offended rather than i|

'

that she should lose her soul. ..f»#^<i*>*A.^ito*(iH 4

But do ,you wonder that I should feel a shrinking of

nature in view of the anticipated repulsion ? To go ai t

an intruder, and visit a sick lady, who might not wish to 1

see me, and be the revealer of unpleasant truths which >(

it might vex her to hear,—" And then you have so little {

confidence in death-bed repentance," said the tempter. {

The whole matter looked discouraging, and my nature t

recoiled. Such a dissuasive influence did I feel against ,

going, that I began to question whether it might not be .^

Satanic influences operating against the salvation of that {

soul. Satan is the Prince of the power of the air, and
|

evil intelligences are all around us. r -;.it{nui-'-;hvr -^^ifKot

^^k^'i.i.^eJ: ^'t 'vi'"Tl»«y *'»'<>''8*l»e air, and darken heayon, i ;•«* .

^'^^fm^;h'<^' And rule the lower ;orld.» '^'y-^4r^iV{

"For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but [

against principalities, again ,t powers, against the rulers r

of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wicked- >

ness in high jjlft^es," or, as the margin of my Bible says,

" against mcked spirits." I do not doubt but souls have

been lost that might have been saved, if it had not been
'

for the enthusiastic doctrine " that we are not to do

:

good unless our hearts are free to it.".'?^'**'*^ ,.'*^Jt* oirA
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CspHtl oat of tetoa'f doinp. A eool raeaption. DmIu of m Ml(hbor.''
|i

But we may make capital oven out of Satan's own
doings, on the same principle that God can make the

wrath of his enemies to praii9>him. Now, thought I, if i

Satan does not want me to go and see this lady, surely d

I must go ; for Satan is always wrong. And so I went,

particularly because the enemy tempted me to/eel tuch'^

a dissuasive influence against going. ii

I found access to the lady even more embarrassing

than I had anticipated. Every look and action seemed '

to say, "What has brought you here?"—"What .

have you come for?" : Si^t I went forward, trusting ixtj£

him who has the he^g|yi|[^ the children of men in hii li

hands, believing that Tie would give me all the influencey '^

wisdom, and power needful for the emergency.

Christians do not go a warfare at their awn charge»>^

and it is strange we do not learn ever to confide in God, '*

believing, if he calls us to a duty, that he will sustain ui

in a way that will be most influential for good, and jkOtM

really unbecoming the dignity of our high calling. Hi»"^

work is all so honorable that an angel might covet the

privilege of doing it. I Iiad scarcely finished making

affectionate inquiries into the state of the health of the

lady, when she mentioned the very recent and unex-

pected death of her nearest neighbor. I expressed

deep interest, and asked, t.l**>,'*/ *.!

" Was she prepared to die-?" v^.^x.. x^,\

" O, her friends did not like to have much said to her 1 i*

They were afraid of alarming her, and hastening hes. *

death."

And then, as if the £ict of her neighbor's being pre- u



194 ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE

•' Bikld Um Unl'a pnjtr." HbortDtra of Ufc. KUnjr dM«iT«4.

pared for a joyful appearing in the presence of God had ^

been placed wholly beyond doubt, she added,
^j

** She prayed just before she died,—said the Lord*t
, ^

prayer, I believe."
"*

,

j

"Ah I I am afraid, if that is all the, evidence she left
^

of being prepared for death, she may have died unpre* k

pared to meet God. O, it is, indeed, a serious thing to ,

be prepared to spend an unending eternity in the pre-
,

sence of a pure and holy God ! What a moment is life t^^

Even the longest life on earth is as " a vapor that ap-
_^

peareth for a Httle time and then vanishcth away/*,^

But the^oul is immortal. Millions on millions of ages,,

are before us ; and, when thesagidijlj^st, the soul has but
^

begun to live—^millions on millions will again pass away,

and yet the soul has but commenced the eternity of its

existence. Surely, the whole of life, even though our
^

years were multiplied to threescore and ten, seems short ^

indeed in view of preparing the soul to spend an eter-

nity of happiness in the presence of a righteous and

holy God.

" Not every one that saith unto me. Lord ! Lord I

shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that

doeth the will of my Father, which is in heaven." It

is not a small thing to be saved. It will require some-

thing more than attention to outward observances and a .

profession of religion. How evident, from the words

of the Savior, that many (not a few) die deceived, and

never know their true condition till they are ushered
^

into eternity ! The Savior never used one untruthful

figure. He says nothing to frighten us into obedience|

JD-m^'*
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or to excite needless fears—he never uses a figure which '"

is too strong in its ultimate bearings to express the reality

of the thing intended. Nothing but an application of

ihe blood of Christ to our souls and a life of devoted- .

ness to his will, will meet the requirement of God.

* Many shall say unto me, Lord, Lord, have we not pro- '

phesied in thy name, and in thy name have cast out t

devils, and in thy name, have done many wonderful

'

works ? * How evidently were these professors of reli-

gion I But what does the Savior say ? " Then will I

profess unto them I never knew you." The lady looked

on me evidently astounded. A bystander might have '"

thought me cruel. But I remembered a brother who, '

when near death, upbraidingly said to his sister, one of

my friends, " You would rather I would lose my soul f

than make me angry," and I determined this lady should

'

not have occasion to upbraid me thus at the bar of God.

'

The remarks seemed to have fallen upon her with al- ^

most a bewildering force. .,,^j.^ w^.

„

j.

Silence, solemn as eternity, for a few moments, sue- y

ceeded. I broke it by saying,

"Shall I pray?" i*^j *^

The startling things I had said seemed so confound- *>

ing, that, perhaps, from bewilderment rather than from »

unwillingness, there was no reply, when I solemnly said,

" Let us pray." W*is -stBrn

I knelt, and endeavored to pray aa thp Spirit gave

utterance. During prayer, I heard btifled sobs.

On rising from prayer, I saw that the Holy Spirit was

powerfully at work ; but I resolved not to linger for

•**;;.
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farther conversation, fearful of interfering with the

operations of the Spirit, by the introduction of a word

that might divert her mind.

Near midnight, following the next day, my husband

was sent for in his p'-ofessional capacity, in great haste,

to see a lady, who, it was said, was dying. "What

should he witness, on entering the sick chamber, but

the lady I had visited the day previous, newly raised

from the death of sin to a life of holiness ! She had

been enabled truly and heartily to repent of sin, and was

now believing on the Lord Jesus Christ. Faith in

Christ possesses a vital power, and who that has proved

it, does not know it ? So gloriously did this lady prove

its life-restoring influences, that it seemed almost like a

resurrection of the body, as well as of the soul. She

had, for months, been pining away with the consumption ;

but now, her body appeared well-nigh resurrected with

the soul, and she, with a remarkable degree of physical,

mental, and spiritual power, talked of the glory of her

inheritance, and, in exalted strains, she gave God the

glory of her salvation, and urged her friends to prepare

to meet her in heaven. Her friends, being unaccustom-

ed to witness such manifestations of the saving power

of Christ, thought surely she must be dying, and had

thus opportunely sent for a pious physician, who well

knew how to rejoice with a soul newly raised to spirit-

ual life. *.^'' ' r^--. -' .- '- ^-.M-:,'>"^

H>>'

•*rt'?''<vs\t-
,^'y

" As soon as in him we belieTe,

By faith of his Spirit we take

;

And, f^ly forglTen, recelTO

The meroy for Jesus's sake.

.' t
-, : -<-.; - .J i-
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s^Jsi'

hin%v- ,,,,,, We gain a pure drop of hUloTe, . . . ...,mo.v., R> Tuir
The life of eternity know,

^ ,

.

^
' Angelical happiness prove, : 'fi )ti . v

&-* ,,- And witness a heaven below.*' ^ .

The state of this lady's health continued much im-

proved ; so that we almost concluded that the Lord

intended to raise her up : and it was not until ahout

three months afterwards that the Lord took her to him-

self.

IMIWI

Uh |nmn£ibto.

1 i 'if 't.Tii- u;j*''

I KNOW you desire to be fitted for the highest degree

of usefulness. You will be useful in about the same

proportion you are holy, and are armed with the

might of the Spirit. You will, doubtless, find oppos-

ers, perhaps some where least expected. But we are

armed for conflict. And, after the Captain of our sal-

vation has put upon us the whole armor, it ought not to

surprise us greatly that he should place us where we

may be called to endure the fiercest fire of our opposers.

With the shield of faith, the breastplate of righteous-

ness, and the entire preparation of the gospel, what

may we not endure ? Did ever the hottest fire of the

enemy penetrate through these ? Never ! Those who

are thus equipped are not only conquerors, but more

than conquerors. I have heard it said that Napoleon

had a company of reserves, which he called " Invinci-

bles." This company was made up of those who had
17*
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signalized themselves by deeds of noble daring, and the

signal honor of being chosen one of this corps, was

regarded as an equivalent for the imminent jeopardy of

life, m.any times over. This company of honored re-

serves, we are told, was only called out on occasions

when more than ordinary bravery was in requisition.

Do you not covet to be one of the Lord's Invincibles ?

I must confess I do. Then let us not shrink, though

we may be placed where hard fighting may be demand-

ed. Through our God we shall do valiantly. The

Captain of our salvation goes out before us, and never

did he lose a battl6i-i^s»^M»«!t=-*fKW*-*s^m'T;i-'v ^f^ii^:.; s'^^iniii'i ,

'-^' Op the high responsibilities ofthe calling of the Chris-

tian, I have conceptions wholly beyond my power to

express. God, at an infinite expenditure, has redeemed

a lost world ; and now it is his will that it should speed-

ily be renovated, and brought home to himself. But

he intends doing this through human agencies. By his

Son, who was the " express image of his person," and in

whom dwelt all the " fulness of the Godhead bodily," the

work was begun. He was the Son of man. He inhab-

ited a human form, and, among men, appeared as man.

Passing from childhood—^through youth unto mature

manhood—subject to the diversified changes incident to
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these successive stages in common life, teaching us how
to live, " tempted in all points like as we are, yet with-

out sin," and, by his vicarious death, purchasing salva-

tion for all mankind, and then, having passed through

the portals of death.

jii i* And shown our feet the w»y,

he ascended on high. Sanctified humanity had now
become glorified humanity; but it was humanity still.

Those very feet, that had traversed the streets of Jeru-

salem and its adjacent villages, and whose every step, as

our Exemplar, had been in obedience to the will of lus

Father, and which were at last nailed to the cross,—-

those identical hands, which had been extended in min-

istrations to the multitude, and had so recently washed

the disciples* feet, and had yet more recently been

extended before heaven and earth, and riveted to the

wood—that head, pierced with thorns ; that body,

whose every limb, and fibre, had been convulsed with

intenser agony than the mind of man may conceive,

—

that identical body ascended to heaven. The disciples

stood gazing with wonder and awe as they saw that

human, yet glorified, form borne upward till " a cloud

received him out of their sight." And, now that the

Son of God has ascended, he has not forgotten that he

was the Son of man. No. Be it ever remembered,

that he hath borne glorified humanity to heaven

—

-»:/4!t *' The dear tokens of hia passion,

Still bis doazling body bears."

And there he represents us before the throne of his

Pother. wl."Yes, man once mauc in ine image oi urou ua.ia
4.1, « :-«arr= .~.f CI.-.A V.

now a representative in heaven.
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iimnitg on (Earth.

Henceforth, earth may no more know Christ after

the flesh. But has he left no representative of him-

self ? Is his image to fade away from the earth ? No ;

he died to restore the lost image of Qod to man. While

in heaven, he represents man ; he leaves man here to

represent him. "As he was, even so are we in

this world." His very footprints he hath left indelibly

' marked ; and now, if we say we abide in him, we must

walk even as, he walked. Do you wonder, when I a^y

that the responsibilities of tne Christian seem to my
mind so high, that my spirit labors for power to expresi

its weighty conceptions ? li^

Little daughter said to me, a few weeks since, " Ma,

what is it to have the mind that was in Christ ? " " If

your mind were in me," I replied, " I should act just as

you act, and if the mind of Christ id in us, we shall

act just as Christ would have acted, if placed in sim-

ilar circumstances to ours : for it is the mind that

moves to action." "Were all who are called by the

name of Christ actually to possess his mind, and re-

. fleet his image, and to exhibit their living realizations

of that faith, which says, " I can do all things through

Christ which strengtheneth me," it would be an every

day sight to see " one chase a thousand, and two put

ten thousand to flight." And if we may thus speak of

the calling of Christians, where shall we find words to

speak of their responsibilities ? i

^n1
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We know that Christ has purchased for us all the

g^ace we need, but we do not properly appreciate the

; fact that our privileges are high responsibilities—solemn
' duties. These privileges are blood-bought, and the

' honor of God, and the establishment of his kingdom on

earth, stand connected with our availing ourselves

' of them. I cannot but believe that, long since, a
' redeemed world had been renovated, had individual

professors acted upon the principle that their privileges

were duties. Where is the professor, who takes the

« Bible as the book which marks out the boundaries of

his inheritance, who, if you ask, " Do you believe it

. to be your privilege to have Christ constantly dwelling

in your heart ? " would not say, " 0, yes, for he hath

said. He would dwell in me, and walk in me." But,

alas ! how few exhibit, by their lives, that they have his

constant and conscious indwelling ! And yet, what tre-

mendous consequences stand connected with professors

availing themselves of their privilege, in this regard I

The Savior says, " I in th'^m, and thou in me, that the

world may believe that thou hast sent me.'* From this,

we see it plainly inferrible, that, unless those who name

the name of Christ exhibit before the world an indwel-

ling Christ, the world will not believe ; then, if the

world perishes in its unbelief, upon whose skirts will

the blood of these souls be found?—souls for whom
Christ hath died

!

"^^ '^ ^"^ i»-

-*'.>'
:
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*< That is a man of one idea. Holiness is his hobby.

Seldom have I heard him preach a sermon, speak in a y-r

meeting, or fall in with a friend, but, before he gets

through, he will be on his old hobby—^holiness. Yesj

holiness, with him, is alpha and omega."

About thus remarked my friend, as the character of an

eminently holy, laborious and successful minister passed

in review before him. And this friend was a Methodist

minister, who, had I asked him, " What is the distin-

guishing doctrine of Methodism ? " would, probably,

have said, " Holiness." For this doctrine, the founder

of Methodism suffered the greatest opprobrium, and, for

this, does Methodism, even to the present hour, stand

out as most objectionable before several other denomina-

tions. How little do those who indulge In observations

of this sort conceive of the mischievous and far-reach-

ing consequences ! A person has a right «o his opinion

as a member of community ; but has a man who, by sol-

emn ordination vows, has taken upon himself obligations

to sustain the doctrines of a church which has given

him suffrage, a right to givf utterance to sentiments

which would poisonously affect its vital interests ? The

church, surely, will not hold a man guiltless who does

this. But who are th6se men, who talk about those^

who, in their ministrations, give the doctrine of holiness

the prominence which the Bible and the Methodist Epis-

copal Church give it? Are they of that clvisss of men
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whose ministrations have been most signally blest by the

head of the church? Are they those whose deep-

toned and all-pervading piety makes its mark most

permanently upon the social circle and church commu-

nity ? Are they those, who, by their symmetrical

lives, exhibit most of the power and beauty of internal

holiness ? And yet more serious in aspect, in view of

eternity, is the question. Is the ultimate object of all

religious ministrations, that is,— " that every man may

he presented pcifect in Christ Jesus,"— more fully met

in ministers of this description ?
'T

J

•^BtmaiQetj-i^mimm

*^ Paul professed a state of perfection. And he regard-

ed progress in this state as so important, that he expres-

ses his absorption on this subject, thus : " This one thing

I do, forgetting the things which are behind, and reach-

ing forth unto those things which are before," &c. He
then exhorts all who are perfect to be thus minded.

** But, surely, Paul was not always harping on the word

holiness," says my friend. No ; but Paul regarded this

as the ultimate object of all pious effort, the one aim of

all preaching, warning and teaching. "Whom we

preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in

ail wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in

Christ Jesus."'"' Paul well knew that to fail of this was
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to fail of heaven. He was aware that not one of the

many converted through his agency could reach the

heavenly goal, unless presented perfect. Suppose one

of his sons in the gospel had said, ** Father Paul, why

tell us to mind this one thing, by being thus engrossed

in one topic ? We shall, surely, be branded as men of

one idea. Why say * Without holiness no man shall

see the Lord ' ? We profess to be in a state of justifica-

tion, and you do not think a justified soul can be lost
!

"

Perhaps we might have heard this affectionate spiritual

sire say, " My children in the gospel, know that, in

order to retain the grace of justification wherein you

stand, you must obey God, and go on to perfection. If

disobedient in this one thing, you will be condemned, and,

of course, you cannot be condemned and justified at the

same time. You cannot retain a state of justification,

imless you mind this one thing, and go on to perfection.

" But, Father Paul, if we obey your admonition, and

mind this one thing, what will become of these poor

perishing sinners around us, who have not yet learned

even the first principles of the doctrine of Christ ? Shall

we leave them to perish while we are thus occupying

ourselves with our own experience, and saying, with

you, * This one thing I do ' ?
"

;.*

^

" No, my dear children ; in minding this one thing,
''

you include every duty of this sort. Duty, in every

form, is included in perfection ; it implies an assemblage

of all the christian graces. It is having that mind that

was in Christ, and did your Savior, in minding this one
~

thing, absorb himself in his own experience ?
**
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i*f I

,
** But, Father Paul, shall we ftot, by following you, in

minding this one thing, appear as men of contracted

minds, and, by this indication of a limited understanding,

shall we not circumscribe our influence ? Should we
be regarded as men of one idea, what hope can we
entertain of ever rising to influential positions? By
dou<g this one thing, then, we must forever abandon all

hop« of preferment or extensive usefulness in this

world."

I

" Did your Savior sustain an influential position in

the etatimation of the professors of his dajlf Yet did the

want of this curtail his usefulness ? < Be ye followers

of Christ, as dear children.'

Few know how properly to appreciate the faithful

ambassador from the court of heaven. How varied are

his cares, and joys ! Well-nigh as varied as are the

preferences of those to whom he ministers are his allot- t^

ments. And who can say how various these preferences

among his people may be, when the difference in cir-

cumstance, and in social and religious training, is con-

sidered ? The high, low, rich, poor, literary, and illit-

erate congregate. Each requires a portion of food in

due season, or must go away unfed.

Our views of propriety are often formed, and our

18
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preferences adopted, as the result of our previous social

and religious training. Thus, some applaud what others

condemn as a mortal sin. No wonder that an inspired

apostle exclaimed, " Who is sufficient for these things ?
"

Ah, Paul, in his itinerant life, had his " shad^** and his

" sunny " side. But, though " troubled on every side,"

he was not distressed, though " perplexed, he was not

in despair ; persecuted, but not forsaken ; cast down,

.

but not destroyed." Yet, though he bore about him,

in his body, the dying of the Lord Jesus, and had a

fellowship wid^ his sufferings, he shared in Christ's

triumph. Clpiet dwelt in his heart. The life of Jesus

was manifest in his mortal flesh. And, with an indwel-

ling Christ, who of God was made unto him wisdom,

righteousness, sanctification, and redemption, no wonder

that he exclaims, " I can do all things through Christ

which strengtheneth me." 4

But, O, do not—^for Christ's sake, do not^—odd to the

care of your pastor. And, though he is the minister of

God imto you, do not forget that he is a man of like

passions with yourself. Though we trust he is " dead

indeed unto sin, and alive unto God," yet he is still in

the body. In common with other Christians, he has

his natural preferences. He has both social and intel-

lectual tastes of his own, such as are common to recti-

fied humanity. 'T is cruel not to regard these innocent

preferencpa. The loving, gentle Spirit of Christ will re-

prove you if you do not. It is his wish to be " all things

to all men ;
" yet do not aim too scrupulously to bring

him down to your measure. Do not chide your minis-

Vice
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ter, in thought, or word, just because he does not come

up to the line you have drawn. For your friend, or neigh<

bor, who has an equal right with yourself, stands ready

with his own measure to do the same. Hence will

come conflicting words, and opinions, which engender

strife, paining the tender heart, and making less potent

the ministry of him who has been sent as an ambassador

for Christ, directly from the court of heaven to you.

>»f «

lle^utaiion in ^tixvm*

!fftbttft'« <i*f } . •

——— ,

Hebe is a minister in my mind's eye, who has long

<^ ' tood on the walls of Zion. His head has whitened,

and his cheek has furrowed, in the service of the King

. of kings. Though still a resident on earth, he is well

! known in heaven. His many long years of faithful ser«

vice as an ambassador from the court of heaven, have

caused his name to be very favorably and familiarly

known among all the higher orders of heaven. Pure,

affectionate angels are often despatched from the throne

to tender their most loving assiduities. And, though

all the heirs of salvation are favored with angelic min-

istrations, yet few have so largely served the interests

of God's kingdom, by bringing many sons to glory,

and few, therefore, are Inore favorably known in heaven,

or more affectionately ministered unto.



SOS ILLUSTRATIONB OF THE

AiixcUfl Mrvutii An tliUr ADd « youagv' ntinbUr.

" Angnli hi* Mmintii «ro,

And kMp I all bit wftyij

And In tbeli landi tb«y bwri

Thli laervd child of gnoa."

Wf'

Scores of blood-washed spirits have already entered

the abodes of Paradise, whoso feet were turned into the

paths of righteousness through his instrumentality. Our

God is "not the God of the dead, but of the living."

And do not these redeemed spirits, won to Christ

through the agency of this aged ambassador, lovingly

remember him as, in groups, they gather on the etcinal

hills ? Yes ! And 0, how they ore longing to receive

him into everlasting habitations 1

im «»fl inodvr

II'KT ,Y<'» 10tt
, ^, They gaaxi hU tTtry fooUtop, wateh oftdh tMr,

'
'

' * t '^ And tnMUN every wlab of holy birth

;

ill likh
^"d of( with heaveii'ii own fhilt hie ipirlt ebeer,

f^| ^||fK| 91I
Tourgeblilonginfr h 'Viewnrd fh>m theeutb.

\) ^ 1

And, when bli Fatlx gently whiipere lea?e, « U'm^^%td

h»»* «lfi«W
^*'** dwkened rath iball oboage to open elghti

.^{, ^rf, g,^ .

,

l»»w imir9»
Myrtadi, with uproiied wings, the word leeelTe,

*^
Andoahef himlatotheNelmaof U|^t .iinir mlrf dl^t

'*»'

'H* l^tritd IBinistw's |[«^uj«. '"^^^^

Do you use your minis; »r well, or is hp I'^iy- >• •^'••^(BcI

and less honored because the infirmities oi :—i. oegin to

approach, and because the pious solidity of his manner

7.8 less calculated to court popular applause than the

it^j. >j 3r of some younger or less pious minister ? "Would

^')t; vo Uy liaye roi insight Into the vicissitudes of

Bcmo • ijitDxers ? I ;f. me tell you of a scene which 10
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witnessed behind the curtain. Here is a mitiidter past

the meridian of life. With iuithfulncsM and much suc-

cess, he has served his people. And dow, in the order

cf Providence, he is removed to another sphere of

1 i^or. He needs no commendation. Many epistlM of

commendation have been written, not with ink, hut with

the Spirit of the living God ; not in tables of stone,

but in the fleshly tables of the heart. And thus he

leaves for another field of labor. He is about to enter

upon it, when opposing influences obtrude. The p'^ople

rise en massCf and reject him. He goes, not to the

authorities of the church, but goes directly to him from

whom he receives his commission. He does not " sti ive

nor cry, neither is his voice heard in the street ;
'* but

he brings his cause to the court of heaven, and makrs

his requests known.

As the disciples returned to Jesus, so he returns, and

tells him all. Having committed his cause to him who

judgeth righteously, he, hour after hour, in lone,

prayerful waiting, asks the bidding of his divine com-

missioner. Hours, and even days, pass away, when

this pleading, heait-stricken minister is summoned from

his closet. He, in whose hand is the heart of kings, has

taken the cause of this faithful ambassador into his own
keeping, and lo ! without any personal interview, or the

employment of any means but those of fasting and

prayer on his part, the very people who had rejected

him are now waiting with open hearts to receive him.

He goes, filled with the might of the Spirit. God
greatly owns his labors»a]id man^are added to the Lord.

ii<

Toaxaj^oxe
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Ah, it was the Lord that turned the heart of this

people, even as the rivers of water are turned, whither-

soever he will. But who can tell the agony of that faith-

ful minister's heart, during the hours of his rejection ?

How much better, had this people gone to the Head of

the church, and asked for a pastor after God's own

heart, and saved this faithful minister these burning

tears ! A good pastor is the gift of God, and God will

send such to that people who, in humble, prayerful con

fidence, wait upon him. " He that asketh receiveth."

l*t»l

''ih:
» ;( S^iMns Ito Sflfit.

Ai'i

^^^} -nOiS

>v; Perhaps you are aiming too high. If you cannot

reach that dignitary, walking yonder in his beaver of the

latest style, and his fine broadcloth, we will step aside

from the walks of the refined. We will not look for

polish of any sort. But yet, who knows but we may

find a gem amid the quarry of rubbish ? Here are broken

hats, and soiled and tattered garments. But the wearer

has, in his possession, a gem of priceless value. But of

this fact, he is scarcely aware. He has been cast into

the lowest dregs of society. He has sipped the intoxi-

cating cup, till his senses are benumbed. Though made

in God's image, he has well-nigh sunk to the level of the

brute ! He is bending low. His manliness of form, his

intellect, his precious soul, made in the image of God,
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The king uid the gipsy. Heavenly benevolsove and human wrctchedneu.

are well-nigh lost from human vision—buried beneath

the rubbish of sin. ^^i-i, <? it> .'^^r^ • i.; n fi'»'« »i>M^ff!?j*f

It was thought wonderful condescension, in the

king who lingered behind his courtiers in the chase, to

seek out the dying mother of the weeping little gipsy.

But the King of kings, the Lord of lords, left his throne

in glory, to seek and save the lost. Let us imitate his

condescension, and " not mind high things, but conde-

scend to men of low estate." Was a sacrifice needed to

save the world ? The wealth of heaven was expended.

Was Christ laborious and incessant in his efforts to

seek and to save the lost? He was weary when at

Jacob's well, and often found not time, " so much as to

'eat." Yes, he came to seek and to save the lost. Seek-

ing implies research, labor. Research, aye, wearing la-

bor may be needful, before we find these precious gems,

so nearly lost amid the devastations of sin. But we

must have them. The Savior hath need of them. He
purchased them with his own blood. Every one of them

is worth more than the universe. It is his will that

they should deck his crown, and shine as stars in the

firmament forever. Then we will think no pains too

great to gather them. But let us get down low—^very

low—in the depths of humility, or we may not be able

to bring up these priceless gems from the depths, into

which sin has plunged them.

THE INEBRIATE. ,.,,.•

Shall we tell you just how we sought out, and found.

one of these, who seemed i^wnk into the very lowest
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A Bpeotmen of degraded humanity on the oamp ground.

depths of sin and degradation ? It was on an occasion,

when a portion of the tribes of Israel go up to worship

in the wilderness, as in ancient days. The public ser-

vices of the day had closed, and those not disposed to

remain on the ground over night were departing. We
were about leaving for the night, with the physician of

a neighboring village, when one of the most degraded, be-

sotted-looking inebriates, pausing at the door of the tent,

inquisitively looked in. Such a down-trodden, low,

sunken-looking being, I think, I never saw on a camp-

ground before or since. One might have imagined,

from his appearance, that he had not performed his

toilet after any fashion, either in washing, or changing

his apparel, for many days. As I looked on him, my
heart yearned sadly over him, and I thought if the

Savior was on this ground in person, as in Jerusalem in

the days of his incarnation, would not this individual,

above all others, attract his attention ? He " came to

seek and to save the lost," and the nearer an individual

is being lost, the more does he need salvation ; and the

greater and more immediate his demand on our sym-

pathies. But it was now high time to hasten away ; and

the kind physician, whose hospitalities we were sharing,

was not well, and waiting with some anxiety to leave the

ground. ** And what a wonderful display of voluntary

humility, to go unsolicited, and interest yourself with

such a spectacle of degraded humanity ! " said the

enemy, tauntingly. But so strongly were the sympa-

thies of my heart enlisted, that I resolved to overleap all

opposing influences, and do just as I believed my Sa-
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vior would have done, under similar circumstances.

I addressed him affectionately, and said, " O, my friend,

why do you indulge in that which is so destructive to

soul and body ?

"

- •- - -ii *:<. r-w
i it "W-h-a-t—d-o—^y-o-u-—s-a-y ? " he stammered out,

reminding one much more of the animal that had re-

turned to his " wallowing in the mire," than of a human

being. '
, ^

I repeated with a yearning heart, and in a sympathiz-

ing tone, " Will you not resolve, in the Urength of

the Lord, that you will never taste another drop of

Equor ?
"

r^'- I was only answered in a gruff, guttural half-intelli-

" *^ble tone, my meaning, probably, being scarcely appre-

hended. The intoxicating draught had well-nigh done

its worst for this poor inebriate, and it was only the

fact, that he had a soul that cost the price of the Ee-

deemer*s blood, that raised him above the brute crea-

tion. But this consideration told with almost agonizing

weight on my heart, and a kind, waiting husband, and

waiting, hurrying friends, all failed to move me.

'' My faith had claimed that soul for Jesus. Jesus, as

my Almighty Helper, seemed to stand at my right hand,

that I should not be moved. I heard his voice, whis-

pering in my Spirit's ear, " Ask what ye will in my name,

and it shall be done unto you." I asked, with a faith

that would take no denial, for the salvation of that soul

;

and, as "faith without works is dead,'* I resolved on the

use of every possible means. With still greater impor-

tum^, I xirged the question yet again and again, <|<^#

'
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" Will you not resolve, in the strength of the Lord,

to give up the use of intoxicating liquor ? It has already

well-nigh ruined you, soul and body. It is destroying

your prospects for time and for eternity. O, "will you

not give it up, and resolve, in the strength of the Lord,

never to take another drop? You, doubtless, have

often resolved in your own strength that you would do

this before. But, mark, I do not ask you to do it in

your own strength." ..i ; >.] li ,. i t, </. ii^hitt. ill

And still ho stood mute, invulnerable to my most

tender and expostulating entreaties. Each moment

seemed the last that I could stay, and yet I could not

give him up. But there was one thing, which, to the

superficial observer, might have seemed discouraging,

that, to my mind, inspired hope. Surely, he cannot be

dead to all mo7'al imnciple. This must have survived

the wreck of all things else that ennobles man. Would
he not, in answer to my imploring entreaties, say,

" Yes," if it were only to escape my pleadings ? And
this inspired me to persevere, resolved that I would take

no denial. <> •
-

v .. _> ,_n '- ^

Addressing him again, I said, " I want to pray with

you, that the Lord may strengthen you j but I cannot ask

the Lord to strengthen you to do a thing, that you have

not resolved you will do. How can I ask the Lord to

strengthen you to keep a resolve which you have not

made ? God promises grace to help in time of need.

The moment you make the resolve in the strength of the

Lord, that moment Almighty strength is pledged for

your sustainment.",,, .._,, ^.^
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, He suddenly yielded, and exclaimed, in a firm voice,

" In the strength of the Lord, I will 1

"

: Seldom, if ever, have I witnessed such a sudden and

miraculous effusion of the Spirit into any poor soul.

His spiritual susceptibilities, which before had seemed

too obtuse ever to be reached, were now strangely

touched, and, to the amazement of all, he cried out, a >^

" Oh, wife ! wife I wife ! how have we lived !

**

He rushed to a bench standing near, and fell on his

knees, crying for mercy. His wife, a poor broken-

hearted woman, not known to us till this eventful

moment, was quickly by his side, and there, in humble

confessions to God, and to each other, they implored

mercy through Christ. Many, and earnest were the

petitions, presented in behalf of these penitent, weeping

suppliants. And it was not till near midnight, that we

felt that we could leave them. How delightful it is to

see the charities of our divine Christianity so beautifully

exhibited ! Here was one, who, by the errors of his

life, had brought himself down to the very lowest dregs

of society, by a resolve made in the strength of the Lord

Jehovah, suddenly brought up, and laid on the heart of

God's people, enlisting their most imploring supplica<

tions, and tearful sympathies, and holding them waking,

till near the midnight hour. Could any thing, but the

blessed charities, the divine inspirations of our holy

Christianity, have done this ?

The next morning witnessed the inebriate and his

wife, yet stronger in their purposes to lead a new life.

They seemed to have lost all idea of self-dependence.

II
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How God drew nigh. A public KTOWftl. *'P«Mo,b«tUll."

and wcro trusting in the Lord to strengthen them. In

drawing nigh unto God, in the decision that they would

forsake tho intoxicating cup, and every evil way, God

drew nigh unto them, and gave thorn to see tho sinful-

ness of their hearts and lives. They were now earnest,

humble seekers of salvation. When the invitation was

given in the public congregation, to those who had re-

solved to give up all, and follow Christ, to come forwai'd,

where they might have the prayers and sympathies of

the pious, this man and his wife eagerly hastened forward.

The hour of deliverance came. Toward evening of

the same day, tho (inebriate was enabled to exercise faith

in the Saviol: of sinners. I was near him when his soul

was emancipated from the kingdom of darkness into the

kingdom of God's dear Son. O, it was indeed beauti-

ful, to see tliat dark countenance suddenly lighted Up

with holy joy, as the Savic.»* said, " Peace, be still "

!

The sun, suddenly emerging from the darkest thunder-

cloud, gives but a faint emblem of that sudden transition

from darkness to light. The child of wrath had been

born into the kingdom of grace ! The heir of sin and

death had been made an inheritor of God, and an heir

of eternal life ! His wife was also, the same afternoon,

made a nai'takcr of the like precious faidi.

About two years subsequent to the conversion of the

inebriate, I was again in the same region. Said the

lady of the minister, in charge of a large church mem
bership in that region,

** Do you remember the inebriate you spoke to that

evening, in the tent door ? "
, , mwfniJtJsj
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•t- "Indeed I do." v j

''' '*0, I wish you could have heard him give in his

testimony, a week or two ago, in our love-feast ! He
is getting on delightfully in religion, and has, ever since,

been doing avcU for himself and family." ;
' 4' :!»«

'- Was not this a gem worth getting down very low to

look after ? O, shall I not, in the day of eternity, see it

sparkling in my Redeemer's crown ? Surely, such a

—0—
*

<j. j % PittteWttj Jinjd took ih |tame, .'^V

How do you like to go down low in the vale, quite

aside from the higher walks of men, and hide away in

the shade to work ? It is not always pleasant to nature

to be hidden away from the observations of the mighty

and the noble, is it ? But, with a sufficiency of grace,

and led by the hand of the all-powerful and lowly

Savior, we may find it even pleasant to get down, low,

—

very low. And here, do we not only find the low,

sunken and lost, but here do we sometimes find the

underpinning of some great superstructure of error.

And here, in lowly toil, unseen by the great and wise,

in omnipotent strength, may we work away at the deep-

laid foundations of error, till the loud cry is heard from
19
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A hliltlm workmra. Wht WM prMWMl. Domini upi

above, The Buporstructurr io ftillvn—fullon to Hie no

moro ) It mutters not, uh tho note of victory iiHCondM,

that ho who gave tl^e huccuhhIuI blow, in hidden uwuy

from human applause. Some shining name may have

taken the praise. But it matters not. The lowly

Savior was present when the act was done. He is ever

closely with those who, at his bidding, work low in tho

vole of humility. It was by his wisdom and strength

the successful blow was given. Christ was the divine

dii'ector, and it indeed mutters little whether the agent

employed should have u name written among men ; for

a ministering angel from the eturnul city was present

and, marking the succesHful blow, wrote down the name

of the agent employed, on tho pages of immortality

O, it is indeed good and pleasant to get down to pick

up gemij and knock away underpinnings

!

,, 4>

IMf t

'A.y

•,t »i

•*••:

aUw Pajjistrafi?, the Satttger, and ih Mtrthmt

i t'\i'

' But sometimes our Lord says, " Come up higher,"

and thsn, of course, it is a duty to go. Before honor

cometh humility. If the Savior is with us, it ought to

be equally pleasant to obey his bidding, whether it be to

come up higher, or to go down lower. We have been

down low, in the walks of life, and brought up our

friend, the inebriate ; and we Iiave just parted with him.
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with hi« heart gliul in th« Tiord, unci a ri^ht ipirit put

within him. His heiirt hiw IxMin clmn^cHl. And, on the

issuen of lift) aro from tlio hoiirt, wo liavo rc^aNon to hoptj

for a lifo wholly and jujrpotimlly reformed. What a

change in 1oh« than twonty-four houiH ! »
**•" »» "^^

^'But Hcarrtdy moro nmiarkulilo whn this than unothor

Bcpno wo witncHHod in about twenty-four hourH after, in

the Bame tont^luvro we firHt huw the inebriate. 'I'ho

awakening Hpirit of (Hod hud gone fortli in u manner

nnexpected and unj)ro(!ed(?nted in our recolIectionn, in

that community, arroNting nuniberH in the higher wallcN

of life. And here, where we liud, on the preceding

night, till near the midnight hour, labored with the

down-trodden inebriate, we were now called to labor

till long after midnight with mo«t of the principal

men of the region. Here, in the tcmt of the phyHician,

was the mugiHtrate, the lawyer, and the merchant, with

flovoral other gentlemen of the Hume cIuhh, with their

ladies, earncHtly seeking the I^ord, confesHing their sins

before the Lord and each other, and imploring the

prayers of God's people. Several of these also wore

blest before moining, and, we trust, went down to their

houses justified. «* It is not by might, nor by power, but

by my Spirit," saith the Lord. If sinners are arrested,

it is through the Holy Spirit that the agencies are ap-

pointed and made efficient. But do you think the Holy

Spirit would have made use of the means by whic;h these,

in the higher walks of life, or their friends, were thus

arrested, if we had not first humbled ourselves to raise

up this low, sunken inebriate ? I do not.

\

I

.. \ t
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A right to anter. Tha orowm Man Almoat aa kbundant ontiMio*.

m
t^^i ^ ^Mm djrouin. ,„ ^^v .j*^.i >

My heart seems so drawn to yon this moment that I

have concluded to pause and communicate with you on

paper. How are you progressing in that narrow, shin-

ing way, in which your feet were set several years

since ? The eye of my mind beholds you making rapid

progress toward the heavenly city, wnere you w'il

remember the Savior in vision told you, you had a right

to enter. Never shall I forget that little incident in ihe

dream you related to me ; when, as ycu had reached

the end of your earthly journeyings, you came up to the

gate of the heavenly city, and began to knock. The

Savior, looking over the battlements of the city, bade

you enter in, saying, " You have no need to knock for

entrance f you have aright to enter ; you knocked in the

other world." And then you were permitted to enter,

and see the crown in reservation for you. I am thank-

ful that you did not feel quite satisfied to receive that

crown starless, as it then was. "Who should be satisfied

with a starless crown, when, after a little lingering on

oarth, it may be set with many brilliant stars ? Well,

you, my dear E., have been permitted to linger several

years, and have you, with each successive year, been

gaining stars for your crown ? " They that be wise

dhall shine as the brightness of the firmament, and they

that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever

and ever." O, I hope you may never, for a moment,

aim at any thing less than an abundant entrance into
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An ambition to b« eherithed. AIwBjm rletorloui. Conflict uid eonquMt.

the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus

Clirist. The ambition for a start'y crown—an abundant

entrance, is of the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and

should be cherished. With such inspirations were the

apostles and the holy martyrs fired.
^''" "-^l^f'^^^it

"^ We are permitted to see much to encourage us.

Perhaps you know that we are not without our conflicts.

But conquests are seldom gained without previous con-

flicts. ** If Zion's foes are still, it is because her friends

are idle." When the Lord works, Satan musters his

forces to withstand. Of this, you are aware ; for you

have been placed in circumstances where you must

often have been called to resist. But to the Christian

warrior opposition ought rather to operate as an incen-

tive than otherwise. Never has a battle been lost

where a steady trust in Christ has been maintained.

Those who are led into battle by following the Lamb
withersoever he goeth, can no more be overcome than

the Captain of their salvation can be overcome

^

" JesuB, the meek, the angry Lamb,

A Lion is in flght."

I

,
' HOW NEW VICTORIES MAY BE OBTAINED.

Every new battle should ba regarded as an earnest of

a new victory. It is thus that the Christian believer

may ever be rejoicing in hope. I know one who has

learned to look at every new conflict as it presents itself

as a signal for a new conquest. And, having cultiva-

ted the habit of thinking and talking more about con-

quest than the conflict, an idea has seemingly obtained
19*
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mlalakt. " Bat ihall Mlflnn fly t " Pononal peril mad th* work.

with some that sho has no trials—no conflicts. But

ho'vv strangely do such mistake tho true state of the

case ! for I imagine that there are few called to endure

so often and so much. Those who know her best well

know that she is called to endure the hottest fire from

the ranks of the enemy. '^ ...r<^. - ,- .— -* t ^

«' But Mhall bolioTcrs fear? ,, , ,, ,.j >., ttAiititi
i^«l«»i,J|*J.Hi .. Dut.»mUbelleTer.flyf

«i-^«'"'>'^^ »^»^W

\,«.»lWf^> !>!?»»» r4,h O"*" ">" '•''^y oroMapp«f, ^^^Vfl^ (uj iil|t*M

Anil all lioll'H honU tltffy ?
» < «a tuUlk

Jf^ t^ltt^^ 4f«i.J^!' By all hell'* ho»t« wlthdtood,
?¥""•''»;*;* *^**WM

M^itWV i.fiii ijfc'U.
^>'«'*l'h»iri power o'wthrow; ^,i,' ^mtH

TW,ii.{**(, MiM* ^«t).
And^oonqncrltiK them through Joauii' blood, .

i^|l«W*"Mi^* '* '*^i'^ To further conquoBts go." . ,
*-i<U'Ji r-if*

rt^

.T^*?--

®fo ^ijrlt 6uardd, not the WioxMm.

If Nehemiah had not been engaged in rearing the

walls of Jerusalem, the enemies of the Jews would not

have molested him. It was to hinder the work that

the arts of the enemy were aimed. But Nehemiah

seems to think but little of his personal safety. His

own personal peril, or inconvenience, constitutes so

small a part of his trial, that he scarcely condescends to

mention them otherwise than incidentally, as in needful

connexion with his work. His care was for the work, that

it should not be hindered. "Why should the work
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cease wKJe I come down ? " " Should such a man as I

flee, or go into the temple to save my life ? " Had he

regarded this interference with his work as a personal

grievance, how much time might have been consumed

in vexatious contention, while the rearing of the walls

had, meanwhile, ceased, and the enemies of Israel there-

by gained their object I Ilud this been the cose, the

name of Nehemiah had probably never been handed

down to posterity. Had he woi'rad months and years to

guard his good name, instead of guarding his work, his

name would have perished with his work, and neither

his name, nor his work, been handed down with honor-

able mention to posterity. How many, who would be

the Lord's servants, have, after the same similitude,

failed! / , ,.*^. -

The cause of holiness is advancing in New York,

To the praise of God, we would record that indications

of this are most evident and satisfactory. At our " Fam-

ily Gatherings," we have had remarkable displays of the

power and presence of God. Of these " Family Gath-

erings," you may not have been fully advised. The

•'•4
.

" Fix on hla work thy itmdfluit eyo,

So ihall thy work be done '

- .v,i

1
!l.i

1
SHI'- V^' *»''- ;Ji '^V*^ j-r-, 1 .-. ' -

:•*' • •?*/ y'h'ifh''.:-
I

4^mll!| ^athmnj. \
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The lovo-ftost. Soorai of wltneues. Vltty mlniatera. Father IIowo.

ministers ofour various churches, embracing between thir-

ty and forty, having concluded to propose to the people a

gathering from their various posts on the third Monday

evening of every month, for a general love-feast, the

proposition has been joyfully hailed, and the manifesta-

tions of divine approval have been signal. The first

love-feast was held at Greene-street church ; the latter, at

Allen-street. Each meeting furnished a triumph for

truth and holiness on a large scale; and, doubtless,

quite beyond any thing ever before witnessed in this

city. I did not number tha witnesses, but should think

scores testified, from present and experimental realiza-

tions, of the power of Christ to save from all sin. In-

deed, nearly all the witnesses testified to the enjoyment

of this blessing. You can scarcely conceive of the in-

terests of these occasions. The ministers and people

came, not only from our city and suburb churches, but

from portions more remote. I should think there were

fifty ministers, at least, present at each of these love-

feasts, and the place where we were assembled was

crowded to its utmost capacity with the delighted mem-
bers from the various charges. One dear, veteran min-

ister, of the Troy Conference, came all the way from

Troy to be present at our last gathering. This was

Father Howe. lie gave an affecting, condensed account

of his early and later experiences ; told of his increasing

and keener convictions in -regard to the importance of

holiness in tiic membership, and in the ministry, and

testified, of his own heart-perceptions, of its blessednsss.

I imasrine that visitors from abroad must have concluded
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The bride nady. llemoto flolil. The Totco amid Arc.

that the experience and the profession of holiness were

obtaining among the Metliodists in New York. But I

need more space than I can now occupy, in order to

give you a full description of these intensely interesting

Pentecostal occasions. The blending in solemn, mighty,

and all-prevailing prayer, the united Amen, the blissful,

high-toned strains in praise and song, reminded one of

the great multitude, who, as the voice of many waters,

sounded forth "Alleluia, for the Lord God omnipotent

reigfnethi Let us be glad and rejoice, and do honor

to him ; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and

his wife hath made herself readv." *rit ,b:n\f%>*'^i SM^im>,A

"lit ,C>r.; jVifflKt-.fi :iifm '•* Ui . ' ^ 5f>-v#<H| ?! K' Ji^wJ

"id iMn h -^ '!' - iMf I M l?.'*^ .'i ' K;:iJ ti!

^„^, „.,;, ,;,..aa a %h)formatt. .-, H.;.n.,,.j ..i.,.^

.,,,, PROVIDENCK INDICATES THE WILL OF GOD. Ui ,t>w-

My heart says, praise the Lord, in view of what have

been the sustainings of his grace with you since you

left for your remote field of labor. I say, " your field

of labor ;
" for you are now, probably, in the sphere to

which God has directed you. AVc may take providen-

tial indications as the voice of God as truly as though,

with Moses, we heard his voice from the burning and

unconsumed bush. Oftener, perhaps, than elsewhere,

is the voice of the Lord heard by his devoted followers

e they w^alk with him ainid fiery trials. !&' I ir^KjeCS T
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An unhallowed thirst for gold,—a haste to be rich,—

^

has doubtless taken many to California, to the harm of

soul, body, and estate. But, if I understand your casei^

you were not of this number. Financial embarrass-^*

ments were, I have thought, probably permitted in your

case with the specific design of sending you to a field

where your labors were greatly needed. While you

were, perhaps, grieving over these matters, and feeling

that all these things were against you, God was only

making way for you to save many souls alive. How
many, to whom, in the daily routine of business, you

have access, may hear messages of salvation from your

lips, who probably, in no other way, might be reached

!

Many, whose sordid inclinations have led them to be

wholly unmindful of a better inheritance, and whose

absorption in acquiring earthly treasures has kept them

from pious associations, may, by providential ordering,

in secular affairs, be thrown in your way. ** Providence

is God in motion." When Providence sends a man

of this description to you, may you not regard it as a

voice from heaven, assuring you that God intends that

you improve the opportunity of his acquaintance in

faithfulness to his soul? - - ,.

BUSINESS SUBSERVIENT TO SOUL-SAVING.

I have often thought that more good might be done

by a feithful Christian, in his counting-room, or in his

shop, by making all his business transactions subservient

to soul-saving, than is accomplished by some men who

confine their ministrations to the pulpit. You wiU m^
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infer, from this, that I undervalue the services of a

faithful ministry. Doubtless, many more would be en-

gaged in an exclusive calling as ambassadors for Christ

if the principle of holiness, in its experimental work-

ings, were properly developed among business men. But

what I wish to say is, that there is a way in which all

the Lord's servants may be prophets ; a way by which

multitudes ought to be approached with the teachings

of the gospel, which, by mere pulpit ministrations, may
not be reached. Ministers, however good and faithful,

cannot do the work of the private Christians. And the

more earnest and devoted a minister is, the more dis-

posed will he be to cry out, with- Moses, " Would
God that all the Lord's people were prophets I

"—" apt

to teach." i^m^nMrnt^^^U^ '^i^kiiimiim: i^
.|^prhe object of Christ's mission to earth was, to save

souls. And can the Christian have a calling which may
not, in its first aims, include this ? Not to ministers

alone, but to Christians of every order, does Christ say,

" Ye* are not of the world, even as I am not of the

world." If the Christian does not, to the observation

of the world, make his secular calling subservient to his

holy calling as a Christian, he has no right to take upon

himself the Christian name ; for, surely, he is not Christ-

like. The worldling knows that the Christian, by virtue

of his profession, ought to differ greatly from the mere

secular man ; and, though he may sometimes scoff, yet

his conscience approves and honors that man who, by

earnest outward exhibitions, proves the sincerity of his

heart. And, though he may not feel any pain innicted
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by a reproving conscience while in the company of that

professor whose aims in life appear no higher than his

own, yet, in heart, he chides his inconsistency, and say?,

" What do ve more than others ?
'*

'

CHRISTIANS IN SEARCH OF GOLD. 4

Formerly, it was a source of satisfaction to me that so

many professed Christians were disposed to go to Cali-

fornia. I was inclined to think it ofGod. I knew that

the silver and the gold were his, and imagined that the

discovery of such vast treasures *at this time might be

designed to draw, from every quarter of the globe, a

mass of dark, unregenerated spirits. And then it

seemed only like our God to draw or urge, by provident

tial indications, those to this place whom his grace had

made subjects of divine illumination. It was with this

design I thought he called you, and several others of

my Chiistian friends. How graciously did he prepare

you to go, by emptying your heart of earthly love, and

fitting it up for his indwelling ! Jesus, the Savior of

sinners, the light of the world, then came, and took

possession ; and your body was made a habitation for

God through the Spirit. The specific design of God, in

the preparing you, was not that you might make gold

your first object, but that he might, through you, search

out souls which were ready to perish ; that the light he

had enkindled in your soul might enlighten many a

dark mind whom the light of life might not, through

other means, penetmte This, my brother, is the spe-

cific work for which the Lord has sent you to Galifor=
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nia. Should you snatch one soul from endless burn-

ings, which might not be otherwise reached, surely you

will be a thousand-fold repaid for your exile from your

dear family and other delightsome associations. Think

of Christ, who left the bosom of his Father, and all the

blissful associations of heaven, for the one and only

design of saving sinners. It was his joy to do the will

of his Father. He lived not to please himself. Think

then, of yourself, as a worker together with him in sav-

ing sinners. Yes, this is, indeed, the holy calling of

the Christian, and, if he does not make his secular call-

ing subservient to it, he has assumed a name of which

he is not worthy. " Seek first the kingdom of God and

his righteousness, and all these things shall be added."

,Make your earthly calling subservient to your heavenly

calling, and trust God for the consequences.

THE WEDDING TOUR.

We paused overnight at a hotel, at one of our small-

est cities, within twenty miles of a village where we

anticipated spending a few days in laboring to save

precious souls. Late on the evening of our arrival an

interesting bridal party entered : they were, as we after'

ao '
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Wards ascertained, from the village for which we had left

our remote home. The party consisted of two groomu

with brides, and the full complement of bridal attendants,

making eight in"number. "
At the breakfast-table, and in the reception-room, #e

met these interesting young friends. Our ideas of the

demand of earnest and enlightened piety, do not debar

us from efforts to please our young friends, where we may

do it without being guilty of the sin of foolish talking and

jesting. It is a wise and pleasant admonition upon

which we studiously love to practise. "All thiilgs to

all men," and to the praise of God it is due to say, it is

not unfrequently in this way, that we win sone.

And thus it was in this case. We had been in conver-

sation but a short time, before it was incidentally ascer-

tained that I was the person whose coming had been

announced in their pleasant village home, and from which

they were expecting to be a few days absent on their

wedding tour. The Lord enabled me to succeed in

gaining their affectionate attentions. To go farther than

this, and introduce with success the subject of re-

ligion, to an irrelig'iup, gay, bridal party, appeared

almost too much to expect. But all things are possible

with God, and all things are possible to him that believeth.

Greatly did my heart covet these lovely young friends

for Christ ; and I trusted in the Lord for skill and pow-

er to meet the emergency, but I have seldom found it

more difficult to exercise faith trian on this occasion. -^

{' * How inconsistent," said the tempter, " to ask that the

attentions of this bridal party jhould be arrested to th«*

>

*•.
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subject of religion, amid the hilarities ordinary on such

occasions !" But trusting in the wisdom and omnipotence

of grace, I resolved to make an effort, believing that

the Holy Spirit would speak through me. It was now
Friday, and the ensuing Sabbath would usher in the

new year. Ad(Jj3ssing one of the grooms-men that

sat nearest me, I softly said,

y^ " Would it not be a glorious thing to begin the new

year with a new heart ?

ji-
He manifested some embarrassment, and, after a little

hesitation, replied, la -»?,?• n!r^j):^f

J..
** It certainly would." ' i^sl-

' "Ha^f^ou, my dear young friend, given your heart

to cne oavior « isi'*^* ^-2'-'' j^^ '.', »** -rdkiv! .#*^*'* '•:•»

*.. "Ihavenot." "' '-^M'fi^n^'m^f^'m^-T^h--*'

" You know that heart belongs to him. He has long

been saying to you, *My son, give me thy heart.*

Is it not a serious thing to live in constant, conscious

disobedience ? Surely, God will not always be calling

you. He is calling you, just now, to be his disciple just

as much as he ever called Matthew, or Peter. If they

ha(d refused to come just when he called them, do you

think he would have called either of them again ? God
has said, ' My Spirit shall not always strive with man.'

^

And, if you continue to refuse, while you know God is

calling you, what right have you to believe that yet

another and another call will be given ? Year after year,

has God spared you, and this year the sentence meiy have

passed, ' Thou shalt die.* Though so near the close of

the year, many will yet enter the eternal world before it
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closes. You may be of the number, if you longer con-

tinue to cumber the ground, by not bearing fruit to the

glorj-- of God. O, if spared, will you not begin the new

year with a new heart ?
'* *

The arrow of conviction penetrated his heart. He
was moved, and acknowledged his duty ; promised to

think seriously, but did not fully commit himself to

begin at once. I told liim that it was my intention to

keep him continually in the arms of faith and prayer, as

in the more immediate presence of God, during the day,

assuring him that the Lord would answer prayer in

re-speakingj these things to his heart. And, though he

would not compel him to yield, yet he would compel

him to feel.

The young friend with whom I was conversing, was

intelligent and gentlemanly, and evidently had a marked

respect for religion. He was brother to one of the

brides. We sat a little aside, conversing in a low tone,

and, though it was not my intention that the company

should hear our conversation, as I did not want the

attention of our young friend divided, yet it was not

surprising that I should, now and then, witness the mis-

chievous glances at the young man, which seemed to

say, "Ah, you have caught it I

" *
-'

"We soon parted, the bridal company to make prepara-

tion for their tour to a distant city, and ourselves to go

to the village, about twenty miles distant, where the

nuptials had been celebrated in the village church, the

evening previous. The young man with whom I had

conversed, seemed to be the leading spirit in the par^>
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and master of ceremonies. Before partiitg with him, I

affectionately said, " Remember, one will be praying for

you, during the day, and, in answer to these intercessions,

Jesus, your Redeemer and Savior, will lo pleading for

you. God will send his Holy Spirit to your heart. And,

when you feel an urging to set out to seek the Lord

'•With all your heart, you may know that it is the Holy

Spirit operating on your heart, in answer to prayer.

'''You may turn the Spirit away ; yes, man possesses the

awful power to resist the Holy Ghost. But, O, let it

"^

iio longer be said of you, " Ye do always resist the Holy
^'

'Ghost." Yield to be sa^ved. In doing this, you only

yield to be made happy.'^A *^ '^^» r^**r?^

" Beliglon never was designed

To malKO our pleasares less !

"

8,' Beligion forbids nothing that is really necessary for

our enjoyment '' Godliness is profitable to all things^

having the promise of the life that now is, and that

awhich is to come." We parted, u,' im- > * • •

irv
••- "-

^

MARRIED LIPE COMMENCED ARIGHT.

&1 Ddring the day, I wasHot uiiinindful of my promise.

But it was well my faith was not bounded by human

probabilities, or, surely, it would have f'^iled. The

tempter would fain have forced me to believe that it was

strangely inconsistent to plead for the speedy conversion

of that young man. . But the Lord enabled me to exer-

cise that faith which removes mountains. O, how truly

< our God " giveth power to the faint," and ** to them
20*



£84 ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE

The whole company enoompeaied. The bridal party datalnad.

who have no might, he increaseth strength." So might-

ily did the Spirit help ray infirmities, that my faith

encompassed in its arms the entire company. In pre-

senting them before the Lord, I felt that he would take

them in his own hand of power, and, though he might

not irresistibly compel them to be saved, he would

mightily arrest, and, to the degree it was consistent with

the economy of grace to constrain the human will, they

would be constrained to yield. ,iHj»/ '-fim

'Wi
• fidb;

*
:

" Who, who shall in his premnce stand,

'1 Il:i«<«0rmatch0mnlr'0tcace7 • ,.*»>«•
'

^ . Untrnup the held of hia right handt . ^

«f l^r?l&Orpluckthesl0nerthence?'» '-'^^^ *:S..rS«aift*

Our God can call things that are not, as though they

iW9^^'
" He everywhere hath way,

And all things serve hia might.**

" Providence is God in motion." By a providence

imlooked for, the bridal party was hindered from prose-

cuting their contemplated journey. One of the newly

married gentlemen being a lawyer, he found a matter

of business, which he had thought trifling, to be more

serious than he had anticipated, requiring his immediate

attention to such a degree as to detain him. With the

party thus broken, the other portion of the company

were unwilling to proceed. The next day, they

returned to the village, and a part of them came to the

church in the evening, whf^re God was gloriously mak-

ing known his awakening and saving power.

The succeeding day, brighi, and beautiful, ushered in
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the new year. It was also the blessed Sabbath. And,

truly, it was as one of the days of the Son of man.

Probably not less than seventy, on the evening of that

day, manifested, before God, men and angels, their

determination to "flee from the wrath to come."

Among these were several of the bridal party. And
here our young friend, the groom's-man, whom we had

so earnestly importuned to begin the new year in the

service of God, gave his heart to Christ. He was

clearly and powerfully converted. And so, also, was

his sister, the bride, and also her husband. Only three

evenings previous, had this newly married pair, before

that altar, pledged themselves to each other, and now

they had together ple-lged themselves to Christ

"Within a few moments of each other, were they bom
into the kingdom of Christ, and enabled to rejoice with

"joy unspeakable and full of glory." O, it was indeed

a lovely sight to witness these newly affianced ones

newly affianced to Christ, weeping tears of joy on each

other's neck, praising the Lord in the ardors of their

first love 1 Before the first week in the new year had

passeid, nearly all that bridal party, with scores of others,

were newly begotten into the kingdom of Christ.

'

TU; " I moat love on, Qod

!

|*

TMb bosom must love on! but let ttff breath

Touch and make pure the flame that knowi not death,

Bearing it up to heaven, Love's own abode." >iv |.> <f^^'

-^yffet.,X2*^#i. .m'. «i. 4^^

t*:,'7i*ti' rvmmJi -^^^

*tev
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The affectionate husband of my friend, Mrs. S—

,

haying gone to try his fortunes in California, his wife

had been placed in circumstances calculated to excite

great solicitude in his behalf. She had written several

times, but had not received any return. The cholera^

raging there at this time, raised her painful apprehen-

sions to the highest point. The last night of a week of

untold anxiety closed in upon her. It was spent in

longing and solicitude, such as the heart of an affection-

ate wife may alone conceive. Sunday morning dawned,

when, on a sudden, "News from California!—^News

from California
! " saluted her ear. The cry was just

under her window. Almost involuntarily she flew to-

the window. Her hand was upon it to raise the sash.

The prospect of speedily receiving the intelligence for

which she had waited in such agonizing suspense seemed

to absorb even the remembrance of th( sanctity of the

day, when the Spirit whispered gently, "It is the Sab-

bath." "VVe neo(\ not say she was airested, for her

heart was not only affectionate, but it was also under the

restraints of deep piety. Nature, for a moment, par-

leyed ; but her spirit, in the resoluteness of earnest

piety, said, "Shall I do this thing, and sin against

God? '* Grace prevailed ; and, as she turned from the

window, she looked to see what the God of all consola-

tion would say to her from his precious Woed, when,

lo ! her eye rested uppu these words, " He shall not be
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afraid of evil tidings ; hin heart is fixed, trusting in the

Lord." It was the voice of her compassionate heav-

enly Father, and, as its assuring, soothing tones fell

on her Spirit's oar, a quietness began to spread itself

over and possess lier entire being. It was a holy, bliss-

ful quiet, befitting the sacred day upon which she

had entered. O, the divinity of the words of him who

spake as never man spake ! How omnipotent in raising

\ip the bowed down I Monday morning came, and with

it letters were received, by the hands of different indi-

viduals, from the husband of Mrs. S—— to his affection-

ate wife. Mr. S stated that his reason for writing

by several different coiiveyances was induced by his great

anxiety that some one of these might reach Mrs. S

before she saw the papers, as a person of the same name

as himself had died with the cholera in the place

where he w csiding. Mrs. S subsequently pro-

cured thr Sunday Morning News, and saw, among the

announct>ment8 of death, that of a gentleman residing in

the «anit> place, and bearing the same name as her hus-

band. Had she purchased the Sunday Morning News

the day previous, the blissful hours of the Sabbath,

instead of being spent in holy quiet, would have been

passed in the agonies of imaginary -Widowhood. '

•' My Ood, I wou\d not long to (*ee

My &te, with ouriouii oyei .

What gloomy fortuDes watt for me,

Or what bright Kenea may rlie.
'^M ,,,,-^ tt'-i)

Blind uiiboUof is sure to err,

And scan thy work In Tuln ; >" %m > i^f'*^< ^
Thou art thy own Interpreter, _ , ^ ^^- ^ ^
And then ihalt make it pl»in.*» '

**^''#»

I

'I

<^
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*.« --. •<J^>''lf, .JI ^lltMtf-^H.i

m^tt Did I not see you on the camp ground at East-

ham ? " inquired a fine, open-countenanced young man,

as I was on board a splendid New England Steamer,

making my way to New York. ^f.^^.r^ «^'

: ,,,^« You probably saw me there, for I am now on my
return from the meeting held at Eastham." ,.«. -m*»*

" "Well, I went all the way from N , N. Y., to

the Eastham camp meeting to obtain religion. I saw the

notice of this meeting in the Christian Advocate and

Journal; and, the moment I saw it, I thought that

would be a good place for me to go for that purpose.

Not that I did not know that the Lord might bless me
nearer home j but I seemed impressed with the convic-

tion that I had better go there ; so I cut out the notice,

and put it in my pocket, resolved that, when the time

came, I would go."

" You, of course, obtained what you went for ?
"

** O yes ! I immediately set about it, and at the first

prayer meeting before the preacher's stand, I went for-

ward as a seeker, and publicly confessed my sins. I

had been an awful sinner^ for I had been a hypocrite.

The Lord pardoned me, and made me very happy in his

love, as soon as I sought him with all my heart."

" You certainly have reason to be very thankful."

** Yes, surely I have ; for not only has the Lord par-

doned my sins, but he has blessed me much since, so

that I now feel that I am all the Lord's."
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"I praiso tho Lord in your behalf, and feel very

much interested in your experience, and I should like

to have you tell me all about it."

"Do you remember of speaking one day, in tho

Bethel tent, of a young convert, who received the bles-

sing of holiness ? "Well, when I heard it, I thought,

that is just what I need, and then I resolved, in tho

Strength of the Lord, that I would have it. After the

meeting was over, I thought I would look out for some

one, who appeared to enjoy the blessing, and would in-

quire what I must do in order to obtain it. I soon saw

a man, whose countenance looked as though he enjoyed

it, and I asked, if he could tell me how I might be

wholly sanctified."

^. « What did he tell you ?

"

" He said I must first consecrate myself wholly, and

then I must believe." ,

"What then?"
" I then went off by myself a distance in the grove,

resolved to take the direction I had received, and began

to consecrate myself. But I could not go far before one

great duty met me, and to get all on the altar, without

Qonsenting to do that duty, was what I could not do."

" Would you have any objection to tell me what that

one great duty was ?
"

'

Here the young man manifested a momentary embar-

rassment, and then said,

" Why, it was to preach the gospel, but I told the

Lord I could not preach. I said it was not in me to do

it, I was ignorant and weak, and I could not preach—

I

4^,
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knew I could not. But there was the duty ; consent to

preach I must, or I could not go a step farther." -T^-isf^

Here he paused, as if he thought what he was about

to say might go beyond my belief, and then resumed^ji

^- " Why, I really believe that all would have been

over with me, and I should have lost my justification t

if I had not consented to preach, for / could not go one

step fiirthcr, O, how I felt ! and there I struggled !

God saying I must preach, I saying I could not preach.

.,
" Just then I took up my Bible, and opened it, think-

ing I would see what the Lord would say to me, and

what do you think the Lord said ? Well, it was this
:

"

—he then repeated verbatim,—" * For you see your call-

ing, brethren, how that not many wise men after the

flesh, not many mighty, not many noble are called ; but

God hath chosen the foolish things of this world to con-

found the wise ; and God hath chosen the weak things

of the world to confound the things which are mighty

;

and base things of the world, and things which are

despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are

not, to bring to nought things that are ; that no flesh

should glory in his presence.' I was so struck that I

had not another word to say, and I gave up the point, and

told the Lord that I could preach and would preach,

if he called me to it."

" Were you enabled then to believe ?
"

" Not quite yet, for I found there was something

more to get upon the altar, something which was as dear

as my life, and the struggle was even greater on this

point than the other." :, :,.•..
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-'' Hardly daring to venture farther, yet greatly desiring,

for my own instruction, to trace the way of the Lord

with this interesting young disciple, I ventured yet again

to say, " Would you have any objection to tell me, what

this yet greater thing which you were required to give

up was?"
" Well, it was this. I have, for some time, had my

affections interested in a young lady. Previous to my
addressing her on the subject, a young minister had been

somewhat attentive to her, and I was rather apprehen-

.*Te that he might stand in my way. I spoke to her on
' r e subject, but she said she would never marry a minis-

ter. This all came up before me, and I saw that all

would not be on the altar, till she was given up also.

The struggle was hard, but, by the help of the Lord, I

succeeded, and all was given up."

^ " AVell, then you were enabled to believe ?
"

" Yes, then I was enabled to believe God did receive

me. I could not doubt, for there was the pvotnise that

God would receive me, if I gave up all. I dared not

doubt. And O, such a change ! Why, I felt it through

my body as well as my soul. I knew that God had

sanctified me wholly."

The above, reader, is, as nearly as we can remember,

the substance of a conversation with a young man of

fine natural, and some acquired abilities. It shows how

rapid the processes of grace may be, when there is

promptness in yielding to the monitions of the Spirit,

and where the young disciple is quickly met with teach-

ings, calculated to inspire his faith. The question is

31
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SOUK times asked, " Where does justilication end, and

sanctification begin ? " Let such carefully ponder the

manner of the Spirit's leadings with this young convert,

and they will find an answer to the inquiry. God had

brought his ancient people up to the borders of the

promised land, and they, looking at the formidableness

of their enemies, and their own weakness, instead of

relying on the promise of Almighty aid, refused to go

forward, and were consequently condemned for their

disobedience and unbelief. As they would not go for-

ward, they were compelled tc go back. Were they

justified before God ? Header, where are you to-day ?

You cannot retain a state of justification, if you are

refusing to comply with the command of God, "Go
forward." If there is some great duty in the way of

your entire sanctification, as in the case of this young

man, hasten to get the matter settled between God and

your soul, or, by your refusal, you will lose your justi-

fied state, aiid God will write you down condemned,

despite of all your fancied ideas of justification. You
cannot be justified and condemned at the same time.

It involves a contradiction of terms.

a

%

SUPPLEMENTARY.

« Bat now, being made tteo from Bin, and become servants of Qod, ye have your

fruit unto boliness, and the end everlasting life."

—

Rouakb vi. 22.

Since writing the preceding, the writer has received

a letter from the young disciple therein referred to. It

will interest the reader to know how evidently the

fruits of holiness are being brought forth in his case.



• f

mw^-

ECONOMY OP SALVATION. US
Daty to young conrertB. Rotation of experience profitable. A father awakened.

fj-.

\

The letter has just been received, and was written about

four weeks subsequent to the experience we have related.

Surely, the manifest absorption in the cause of Christ,

the holy boldness, and the maturity of faith here exhib-

ited, are sufficient to convince the church of the utility,

nay, the duty, of urging young converts to the attainment

of present and entire holiness. Who can question the

expediency of relating experience on this subject, when

we observe the effect in the case of this young convert ?

It was the recital we had given of the experience of this

grace, in the case of a young convert, that the Lord

made use of in inciting this young man to seek the

blessing, and in enabling him to apprehend that it was

the privilege of young converts to be holy. And yet

some have been so mistaken as to question gravely the

expediency of encouraging young converts to expect this

attainment earlv in their heavenward career, and have

judged the profession of this attainment from the lips of

such, iiyjurious.
-^'^'^

In the letter just received, our young friend informs

us, that, immediately on reaching home, he told his pa-

rents what great things the Lord had done for his soul.

His father was an unconverted man, and had not been

willing to be addressed about his eternal interests. But

now he sat, and heard his son talk, all the afternoon,

about the wonderful transformations grace had wi ought.

The son, since the Lord had translated him from the

kingdom of darkness, had been much in prayer for the

awakening of his father, and now he says, " I saw how

the Lord had been answering my prayer." When evening
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came, the son i>roposed having family worship. So far

had grace prepared the way, that the father quickly

assented. And now the aiFectionate son, in the strong

arms of faith, brought his father to the feet of Jesus.

" I prayed," says he " for my father's awakening, and

the Lord heard and answered. I then explained to him

the nature of a change of heart, and piayed for his con-

version, and, glory be to God! he has since been

converted. My mother, I had thought, knew something

about religion; but, when I began to tell her my
experience^ she said, she did not enjoy religion ; her

religion had been nothing more than morality. I asked

her if she was willing the Lord should give it to her

any way he saw fit, and she said. Yes ! Then, said I,

mother, you shall have it." The son then knelt

down beside his dear mother in prayer, and greatly did

the Lord strengthen his faith, as he brought her, also,

in mighty prayer, to the foot of the cross. Believing

that he had received the thing he had asked, he arose,

strong in faith. On rising from prayer, his mother

expressed herself as not feeling as clear as she could wish

;

but so confident was he that his prayer had brought

virtue from Jesus in her behalf, that he, with an assured

faith, told her that she would feel better soon ; she had

only to keep trusting in the Lord, expecting the evi-

dence, and it would be given. So sure was he of this,

that he left the room, and retired up stairs, when, not

long after, his mother called him, exclaiming, "The
Lord has cast all my sins behind his back." The mother

expressed her amazement, but her son assured her, that
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he did not think it at all strange, for she might have

had the evidence \ sooner, if she had only believed, as

soon as the Lord wanted her to. He closes up his

interesting letter, by saying, " O praise the Lord, he is

doing such a great work here. * • I am making

preparation for the ministry as fast as I can." He
speaks of entering an institution shortly, where the

facilities for study may be favorable ; says the brethren

are calling him to exhort, and the Lord gives him man-

ner and matter, and he is trying to live in the discharge

of every duty, and the Lord blesses him beyond all he

can ask or think.

What a work of the spirit do we here behold, in one

so recently converted ! No wonder that the adversary

has taken pains to persuade us, that converts so young

in experience, should not be taught to exper t the bless-

ing of entire sanctification, and that the p»^ofessi(yi8 of

those who believe they have so attained are calculated to

exert a dissuasive influence.

Tremendous, indeed, would be the inroads on Satan's

kingdom, should a Christianity, marked by these rapid

and scriptaral processes, prevail. This is the Christi-

anity that was exhl jitod in the lives of the apostles.

How soon might a book of acts, similar to the acts of

THE APOSTLES, bc writton, giving a history of the modern

achievements of Chiistiunity, which might compare w.-th

those of an earlier period, if its entire renovations and

power, were thus early arxd earnestly exhibited, in the

lives of its professors

!

a*

-«-?%j.__
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^^-f ** I DO not sell liquor to inebriates, or any thing of

that sort ; but, for travellers, as they pass on their way,

it seems necessary to keep a little on hand." '^^'^

Said the lady addressed, *' I have a son—an only son.

From his earliest existence he has been set apart for the

service of God. In view of his ca»'ly dedication, I ex-

pect that the Lord will employ him for eminent useful-

ness. I am training him in view of this. Should you

give that dear boy the first drop which might eventuate

in his contracting a taste for the intoxicating cup, I

should feel that you had wronged me more than if you

had taken millions from my purse." ^, ;,^.

It was about thus, that a deeply interest' g interview

was qommenced with a gentleman who kept a house for

public entertainment in the village of . This gentle-

man, though erring, was not wholly insincere ; perhaps

not intentionally so in any degree. He had been, for

some time, in a state of great religious desire and per-

plexity. He had applied to the lady for pious counsel.

Had he been really insincere, he would not have sought

the sympathy of those whom he believed to be truly pious.

He knew' that there was joy in salvation, and he want-

ed to be made a partaker of that joy, without making

the necessary sacrifice. As a redeemed sinner, he knew
it was his duty to give himself up to his Redeemer, and

he had tried to do so. Yes, he had actually made the

offer of himself to God. But still darkness and ner-
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ple^ity prevailed ; he could not believe that God ac-

cepted his offering. And in this attitude he had remained

several days, still presenting the offering, and still sadly

conscious that it was not accepted. Could tears have

induced the acceptance of his offering, tears were not

wanting.

" God will not accept imperfect sacrifices," said the

lady. " There were those, in the days of ;he prophet

Malachi, who brought their sacrifices to (iod, imd great

ly desired that he would accept them. These offerers

were earnest, persevering, and even tearful, in their en-

treaties. It was paid of them, * And this ye have done,

covering the altar of the Lord with tears, with weeping

and crying out, insomuch that he rcgardcth not the

offering any more. Ye have v/caried the Lord with

youi.' words.' And thus they waited long in earnest-

ness, and in the sadness of unfulfilled desire. Why
did God not accept the sacrifices of these ofFererb ? Let

him answer for himself. * Because ye offer the lame,

and the torn, and the sick.' * Ye offer polluted bread

upon my altar.' ' Cursed be the deceiver which voweth

and sacrificeth unto tlie Lord a corrupt thing.' These

offerers could not have believed that God accepted their

offering. Had they made an effort to believe, they

would have made an effort to " believe a lie," for God had

declared that he would not accept such sacrifices. They

could not believe, neither can you believe that God will

accept your sacrifice. Unless you confess and forsake

your sin, you can have no foundation for your faith ;

for the promise of mercy is only to those who confess

jmd forsake."
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** I cannot say that I liave felt any particular condem-

nation in view of this matter. 1 am careful how I sell,

and to whom, making it a poiut never to deal out to

those who are in the habit of intoxication."

Said the lady, " How is conscience to be regulated

but by the word of GoJ? You know that the word

of God condemns you. You certainly do not need any

direct revelation from hciive'i to convict you of sin in

this matter. Through the Bible, God is as directly

speaking to you now, as though he were audibly

addressing you from his throne in heaven. There is

awful danger of having the conscience seared. If you

do not feel, you have reason to fear that you have

already too long resisted. Eesist no longer, or God
may give you up to your delusion, and you be left to

believe a lie because you have pleasure in unrighteous-

ness.

The gentleman said something by way of extenua-

tion, expressive of a hope that his case was not so des-

perate as might be inferred from the suggestions of the

lady. .,.,...( ..y ..'J..,.

A moment's pause ensued, when the lady, feeling

that a period of infinite moment in the career of that

gentleman had come,—that a decision was now to be

made which would be eternal in its bearings for good or

evil,— solemnly said, " Mr. , let me say, as in the

presence of God, a crisis in your history has come. I

behove, if you ever sell another drop of liquor, or permit

another di-op to be sold through your influence, that you

will be a lost spirit, and will soon meet the victims of

your traffic in the lower regions I

"
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-J A loved and honored circle wore sitting around, and

,1 each one seemed struck with amazement at the unox-

pected and seeming severity. Tlio fact is, she had fixed

her eye on eternity. She knew that this deathless

1 spirit, Avith whom she had this day for the first time

I met, she would again meet at the bar of God, and she

V feared that the blood of his soul might be found on her

f: skirts, did she not faithfully declare the whole counsel

\ of God. And though seemingly severe, her heart

V yearned in pity over him, knowing that he had been

«: bUnded by the god of this world, and could not now

i see afar oflf. She had learned to call no man master

when eternal interests were at stake, but, thinking that

1 she might have incurred the censure of that dear circle,

< by her plainness of speech, she sat in silence, trusting in

- God to make her words effectual. A solemn and

almost unbroken pause succeeded, until supper was

announced, when, in an under tone, the dealer in

liquor said to the gentleman of the house, " "We have

' come to close quarters here." The spirit of the lady,

who had brought him into these close quarters, was too

'- tender not to feel for one on whom she had inflicted

such a wound, and she said but little until after supper,

when she again affectionately approached him, and softly

faid, " Mr. , how docs this matter stand in your

mind now ? " ' ;
i^

" Never to sell (mother droj)!" he exclaimed. -v

It was a Christian circle, and a season for social con-

verse and prayer was proposed. During this season, a

young man, who had accompanied Mr. to that
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pious dwelling, was enabled to give himself wholly up

to Christ, and rejoice in conscious acceptance.

While this was going on. Mr. manifested mucK
emotion, when, tui ning to him, she said, " IIow is it with

you now, Mr. ?
'* With joyful surprise he sobbed

out, "Oil believe I am now accepted 1 " What was
.

the bliss of that waiting company on hearing that

announcement, especially of that faithful friend who

had dared to wound deeply, that Cli might heal

thoroughly

!

It was Sabbath evening. Mr.——, on his way

home, engaged his young friend to assist him on the

succeeding morning, in taking out his casks of brandies,

etc. He retired to his pillow, but he could not sleep.

The clock struck twelve, and the sacred hours of the

Sabbath being passed, he hastened to the room of his

young friend, and said, " I cannot sleep till those casks

are removed ; will you assist me in taking them out into

the turnpike road ? " " Bless the Lord, I will," replied

his zealous friend. There, at midnight, unseen but by the

eye of those invisible beholders, who rejoice over one

sinner who repenteth, the bungs were drawn, and the .

contents of those casks, containing moral and physical

poison, flowed in copious streams down the turnpike.

The next day, the streams of salvation began to flow out

upon his family. Both his wife and daughter were

enabled to rejoice in Christ as their full Savior. " I

have a new husband !

" said the happy wife the next

day, as this now happy husband took her to revisit that •

dear Christian circle. And how many husbands might,

,
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be made all new, and how many families might know
the joys of salvation, if the fathc and husband would

alike resolve not to touch, taste or handle the unclean

thing

!

^ff -2i.\\.n .. ' ;'-'|" •
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"Tor God ipeaketh once, yem, twice
;
yot man porcelreth It not! "

—

Job zxxni. 14.

GoD*8 throne will be guiltless. It is his will that all

should be warned. But, in the caso of eveiv sinner,

the last warning will come. It is the Holy Spirit that

gives the call, but his operations are diversified. Some

are called by dreams and visions of the night ; others,

by various painful providences, personal and family af-

flictions, loss of property, deii ! of friends. The cases

of some are specially laid on tiic minds of pious friends,

involving large responsibilities on the part of Christians,

in view of a most minute attention to impressions.

Here is an instance. My friend, not long since, said to

me, " An impression came on my mind to go and see

the husband of one of my class members. I was unac-

quainted, and I thought how singular it would appear

to go unasked, and obtrude myself on his attentions. I

did not obey the impression, and, in a day or two after-
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wards, received word from his ulHictod wife that l^e had

fallen down suddenly, and expired without a moment's

warning." Did not God in*end that that individual

should have had one more call , And who knows but

that call might have saved that soul from death ? If so,

of whom may his blood be required ? Let me ask, do

you observe all those gentle urgings which lu'e, from time

to time, made on your mind thus by the direct agency

of the Holy Spirit ? Or are you restive, and is it need-

ful that you be managed with bit and bridle ? If so,

beware, or you may, as in the case of our friend, be

chargeable with blood-guiltiness. Let me tell you of

some instances of very marked forewarning which have

recently come under my own observation in the case of

three young men.

rnOVIDENTIAL ADMONITIONS DISREGARDED.
,'u- uyf

On Saturday evening, about twilight, my husband

was hurried away to see a lady, about half a mile dis-

tant from our home. On entering her residence, he

found her wholly beyond the skill of any, save him who

raised Lazarus. While eating her supper, she had

fallen suddenly back, and expired. A few hours later,

at the solemn midnight hour, we were suddenly roused

by the announcement that a gentleman, residing not far

distant, had fainted. My husband, on reaching the

object of his call, found him reclining on the sofa, but

the angel of death had come stealthilv, and had noiseless-

ly borne his spirit to the eternal world. He had spent

the evening in listening to a philosophical lecture, and
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had invited his friend to go and hear the Rev. Mr.-

at the Universalist Church, on the next morning. He
had affectionately desired his wife to retire an hour or

two previous, saying he had a little matter he wished to at-

tend to, and would shortly follow. She fell asleep. On
waking, about the dead of night, and finding her husband

was not by her side, she called, but received no answer.

On reaching him, she imagined he had fainted ; but his

spirit had departed.

On Sabbath morning, our pastor called at an early

hour, and breakfasted with us. 1 mentioned death's ur-

looked-for doings of the night before, and our belove I

pastor, with ourselves, felt that the living ought to

be admonished.

It was a season of some religious interest at the church

we attended, and, after our pastor had delivered a faith-

ful discourse, he asked my husband if he would exhort,

and make some refercn^'e to the solemn instances of

mortality he had witnessed the preceding night. My
husband did so. During his solemn appeal to those who

were unprepared to meet God, three young men hasten-

ed out of the house, with noisy steps, and an excited man-

ner. " This is the way the Methodists are always trying

^ to frighten the people," said they, in angry tone, as they

hurriedly left the house of the Lord. It proved to

be the last tim^ for two of these profane young men.

The next morning, at an early hour, they were all three

at a large establishment in Hague street, when the steam

boiler in the lowgr part of the building exploded, and

a large number of human beings were blown into

33
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mid-air, and some to an almost incredible distance,

while others were buried in the ruins. Two of these

young men perished. One only of the three was left,

and he was dug out of the ruins. He now says, he

means to give his heart to God. The Lord only knows

whether he will keep his promise. -
; 9f
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^ (Sfijn of ({oU m^kr.

JM

I':., >'

:>,; .•«

ar

THE TRAVELLER ENTERTAINED.

The Lord has never disappointed my faith. Such a

thing cannot be as that one who trusts in the Lord

should be confounded. But there are some things in

which I have received very marked answers to my faith,

and this is one. The Savior said, "A cup of cold water,

given to a disciple in the name of a disciple, shall not

lose its rnward." I know it would interest you, if I

could narrate the many circumstances under which I

have proved this strikingly true. I shall have time to

give but one or two instances out of scores. Here is

one : I was travelling from Baltimore to New York

;

and made arrangements to pause at M. H., to see a dear

friend. Dr. P. being unable to accompany me, other

friends accompanied me as far as P., leaving me about

twenty miles to go by railroad, and nine by stage. It
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was near night when I arrived at B., where I was to

take the stage. I found the stage gone, and, therefore,

had no alternative but to go and remain over night, at

the house of the minister residing in the place, with

whom I had some acquaintance, or at a public hotel. It

was always against my views of propriety, and repug-

nant to my natural feelings, to make a minister's house

a matter of convenience, amid the multiplicity of cares

of a minister's family ; and, to go to a hotel without my
husband to accompany me, I feared, might not be one of

the w»iys of the Lord ; for God only promised to keep us

in all his ways, not out of his ways. Perhaps, in this,

the Lord intended to test my naturally independent

spirit, in order that it might be proved, that all was un-

der the reign of grace. I called at the parsonage, and

the Lord had prepared the way before me, .is the friends

seemed to feel themselves much obliged by my coming ;

the minister's wife, especially. I found all athirst for

inward purity. The minister was much discouraged

;

said the place was the hardest ground he had ever work-

ed on. He was now coming toward the close of his

second year, and had had no revival, and asked me if

I would not return on a quarterly occasion, about four

weeks from that time, and labor with his people. Ear-

nestly did I plead with the Lord, that the cup of cold

water, " given in the name of a disciple," might not lose

its reward. The duty of returning at the expiration of

four weeks was urged on my mind, and I promised, if

the Lord would open my way, I would do so. I found

my way remarkably opened, and went. It was pro-
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posed, on Monday, that we should have afternoon meet-

ings, especially for the church, and evening meetings,

in view of the awakening and conversion of sinners.

Both the minister and his wife thought it utterly in vain

to attempt to hold afternoon meetings, in consequence of

the deadness of the church. I said we would go out

and invite them personally. They said it would do no

good t they knew not one that would be likely to ac-

cept the invitation.

In answer to my solicitations, a meeting was announc-

ed on Monday evening for the next afternoon, when, lo I

the body of the church was nearly full. We spoke of

the necessity of entire sanctification ; that it was not left

'

optional with God's redeemed people, whether they will

be holy j the command is absolute, '•' Be ye holy."

It is due to the grace of God to say, that the Holy

Spirit accompanied God*s truth with an irresistible

unction. We did not soften down the truth, but felt

that we had a commission to declare the whole counsel

of God, " whether the people would hear or forbear."

We then stated the terms upon which God promises to

sanctify wholly, and, in the name of the Lord, solemnly '

asked, who, of that company', would comply with the

conditions, and set themselves apart to get the blessing ?

It ^^as estimated that about fifty rose to acknowledge, be-

fore men and angels, that they would resolve, then and

there, to comply with^ the conditions upon which God
has promised to sanctify wholly. From that hour the

work of the Lord went on with power. That evening,

and each succeeding meeting during the week, the power
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of God was eminently present to awuken the sinner j to

justify the seeker, and to sanctify the believer. Before

the close of the week, about thirty were newly raised

up to testify that the blood of Jesus cleanseth. And
such clear and consistent witnesses, I have seldom seen.

I believe there was not one witness of this grace at the

commencement of the week. And what to me seemed

a singular featare in the dispensation of grace was, that

the most cf these who received the sanctifying seal were

official members, trustees of the church, class leaders,

etc.,—not one female, that I can remember. Between

thirty and forty, I think, professed conversion, and still

the work was going on when I left. Did not the

Lord permit this minister to see the reward for the cup

of cold water ?

..y*.'

THE QENEEOUS HOSTESS REWARDED.

Seldom have we visited a family but the Lord has

indulged us in seeing the reward, either in the conver-

sion of children, or the sanctification of parents. I

might enlarge and fill sheets. But I must not j I will

give you one more incident out of maiiy, which occurred

but a short time since. We were at a camp meeting,

and slept and breakfasted off the ground with an admi-

rable family who * v-.e given to hospitality. Nature had

made the lady one of the more; Me of her daupV/^^rs,

—noble in person, in habits, and in the refinemei. rv of

grace. She was deeply interested in regard to the at-

tainment of the witness of holiness ; but so incessant

were her assiduities in attending to hospitalities at their

22«
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family tent on the camp ground, and at txnAr niansjon oif

the ground, thsit I could get b t little opp.>;tuT)'*y to

converse with her. She snrmed to get biit little time to

concentrate her inind prayerfully on the attainment of

any object ; but, O, how my soul desired, in her behalf,

the entire sanctification of her foitl, body and epidtl

I rememoered that it was an ordiaance in Israel thatvras

to abide forever, that those who staid by the stvuf were

i.> >5bar^ (Equally with those who went out to battle, and

1 fe't vhaL it could "not be in the order of God that her

necejtp.ry much serving should prevent her from receiv-

ing a rich, spiritual blessing, which might be an inheri-

tance as enduring as eternity. And this I asked in her

behalf. The last night came, and we were about to

commence a meeting in a neighboring tent. The people

were crowding in, and the rain was falling fast. The

dear Ciiristlan lady, whose hospitalities we had shared,

also came in, and affectionately extended her hand to

say, farewell ! How I longed that I might see the cup

of cold water rewarded ! I still retained her hand, and

asked, in faith, that it might be now. While present-

ing her through the blood of the everlasting covenant,

telling her that the blessing of entire holiness had ^^een

purchased, and already belonged to her by the right of

purchase, and all she had to do was to claim the

promised grace—^taking God at his word, the Holy

Spirit spoke through the humble 'n Jiument to her in-

most heart. She believed, and enic ' into rest. But

what ' rest! Who can po>...«"^ on paper? I still

held iicr hand, as she stooci 'Xioro me, unconscious.
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apparently, of every thing but the glory upon which she

had entered. But the visions of glory were too much
for the body to endure. She gradually began to sink

—

sink away—^till her tall, dignified form lay completely

prostrate, and it was near half an hour before she was

able to rise. The reward for the cup of water came

late in the process of the meeting, but 0, how refresh-

ing and glorious were its inspirations ! Alleluia

!

- '} I ' •; if'ti, •.
. •!

-nri^.ii hi. Ml! i

» 1.. •*.

>!«

.i'.>t\ . i'j :i-^ A:

:><:ri- ]
Pg firlt §m 4rml

;

»
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I HAVE some rich poor friends, and some poor rich

•friends. If it will not annoy you, I will introduce you

to one of each class, and then ask you to tell me whose

acquaintance you prize the highest. Time, you know,

is (Jiily the dressing-room for eternity, and we form

friendships here, in view of perpetuating them in heaven.

I will introduce you to my friends, and then tell me
which you will take most closely to the fellowship of

your heart. .*.« ni. .. > .. v . ? ,
.. . ; , J, .-

Here . ray friend Mr. . He has accumulated a

fine pro^?erty, so that he is now quite able to move

away from his snug house, and the friends that would

remind him of hia former ordinary estate. Plis nanja

in on the register of a Christian church, but so engross-
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ingly have his attentions been occupied with bank

stocks and ledger, that he has not, for a long time, been

able to settle his account with Heaven. He does not

remember, perhaps does not know, that, in view of be-

nevolent enterprise, he, whose steward he professes to

be, has said, " Let every one of you lay by hira in store

as God hath prospered him." And so it has not enter-

ed into his conceptions to give as the Lord hath pros-

pered him, but rather to live and expend in. mere worldly

display, as the Lord huth prospered him. Though he

lives in this splendid mansion, and has his servants at

pleasure, yet it is really wonderful to see what a pittance

he gives toward sustaining the poor and friendless, and

the various institutions of Christianity.

He does not seem to know the fact that it is as truly

a religious duty to give according to his ability, as it is

to pray. He does not know this, because he seldom, if

ever, finds time in his closet, with his Bible and with

his God, to search into these matters. ITe lives on the

surface of all religious duty. Five hundred dollars is

but a light expenditure, if spent in household equipage

family wardrobe, or in the sumptuous entertainment of

friends. But fifty dollars for the widow and the father-

less, or for any benevolent enterprise, which will not

enroll the name of the donor on the annals of fame, is

too large an expenditure to even contemplate, ,and such

I have never known him to give, except on some pub-

lic occasion. His children are not pious. Much effort

has been made to fit them to shine in the world, but,

alas ! how little to prepare them to shine in heaven, or
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in the image of the heavenly ! If what little he has

given has been given in view of the observation of

men, he has for this no reward from his Father in

heaven.

Do you think this man rich toward God ? How much
treasure do you think he has laid up in heaven?

This is one of my rich poor friends. How do you like

him ? Do you think you will covet the influence of

his friendship in the other world ?

If not, then I would advise you not to cater to his

opinion, or covet his friendship, in this world. Do
not sanction his costly entertainments by your presence.

It is unbecoming the simplicity of the gospel of Christ,

and beneath your dignity in view of your high and

holy calling. If you do it, you may maio; yourself

a partaker of other men's sins.

b(.-'- .'•/'^•^,fc;

iMt»«
-'••,\

v.-

J

f^vtl .-ft ^id

' And now, permit me to introduce you to one of my
rich poor friends. I cannot give you her name. That

is recorded in heaven, and this is honor enough. But I

will briefly state facts. "We wiJi look in upon her in

various avocations of life. Here she is helping her hus-

band in his little grocery. His circumstances are limi-

^Ji
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SuDdrlM ">l motion. "That little room. Tha fundi.

ted, 6u 1 wil! lioi allow of his employing a clerk, neither

can bbo afford to keep hired help. But here all is tidy,

and pleasant to eye and ear. Pies and bread, milk and

tape, needles and nuts, in short, every variety of tax on

patience and time ir. . jiiueAiua w?'h household duties.

But here patience is having its perfect work. And
though the hands may be in perpetual motion, her heart

is as truly in the service of God as though she had

received a commission from heaven, specifying her vari-

ous work in all its minutiae. Her standing over the

counter, to retail articles, is made the occasion of fre-

quent and earnest converse on the subject of religion,

and, through this mes ns, souls have been awakened,

some have been converted, and others sanc^^ od. That

little room, attached to the store, has been the birth-

place of souls. And, though so small and humble in

appearance, it has often been filled with the hallowing

presence of God, and numbers have received the^ seal of

the Sanctifier, while bowed there. Though this husband

and wiTc? have but one It^tle room and chamber, yet this

is the abode of neatness-, hospitality and affection. And
this is not all ; the sick and the poor are visited, and

the distijssed in body, miud, and estate are relieved.

Our poor rich friend has always sonuthing to give.

Her income is sma]\ bu. the tenth is scrupulously laid

aside, according f* ^'od hath prospered her. Persons

have ofton wondered ho v our poor rich friend's funds

came, and where from. She is ever ready for every

good work, and gives wholly beyond many who have

the amount of her means a hundred times told. What
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do you think of our rich poor friend, and our poor rich

friend ? "Which do you think will have the brightest

crown at the glorious appearing of the great God and

our Savior Jesus Christ ? ; . ^ .. .,.

if.t*. '1 I,- %y

hr /.

ti( •ij
/

9

{ ui'

-riijv i ' t

< ! '
>i

. I »tj • '::' fi' 1

»-.*,/

Jl djounnant mil orHmA mi mrt ^
*

I WOULD rather God would cut short the work in

righteousness, and take me home to heaven, than to be

ever vacillating in my faith and in my purposes.

. "When I gave myself up wholly to my Redeemer, it was

in the bonds of an everlasting covenant. I looked well

at the terms of the covenant, resolved that it should be,

in all things, well ordered and sure. After I had made

an inventory, and signed myself, with all that I had or

ever expected to have, over to God, the enemy did not

dispute the point that I had given up all, as far as I knew,

to God, but he suggested that there miglrl be something

I did not know of that I had not surrendered. I re-

plied, I make no provision for future emergencies; I

give up nil, whether known or unknown, resolved that,

as God Siiall reveal his will, I will say, " Behold thy

willing servant, determined all thy will to obey !
" Now

you have been much troubled on this point of giving

up all. "With thousands of other sincere, earnest souls,
•*^,
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you have said, " How may I know when I have given

up all ? " This, certainly, is not so diificult a point to

apprehend as you imagine. If I should, by an instru-

ment at law, convey to you my dwelling, with all it con-

tains, whether known or unknown, and then should

afterwards find something that I had not known of at the

time, would I have a right to appropriate the included

yet unthought-of article to myself? All you have, or

may ever expect to have, worth possessing, already

belongs to God. You have been wholly redeemed, and,

as the property of your Redeemer, have no right to

hold any thing as .your own. And have you not, in

word, already given up all to God ? How often have

you sung,

" Though late, I all foriake,
,, ,

My flriends, my all, realgn "

!

And now, is it any longer at your own option, whether

you will be wholly the Lord's ? Let the language of

your heart from this moment be,

^ '
' "Lord, I am thine, and not my own, • '''; ' x

'

,* ; i
. Thy servant, purchased unto thee ; ,^

,
^-

:,. . My eTory power M thine alone, •
'

>»"•>;• * ' The dear-bought right of Oalyary." ,'

,#|.;,.4,-.i >... ' . i>_,;.-^,^v.^^i.i.^.,., ;, ,5 , , •, .; ;, . ,^

- :•'
\

The moment you make the entire surrender, that mo-

ment (and not till that moment) does it become not only

your privilege, but your solemn duty, to believe that

God accepts you wholly. God has given you grace to

present yourself a living sacrifice. You come through

Christ, and an offering presented to God through Christ
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M holijt acceptiiblo. Yes, it is holy and acceptable

because it is presented through that blood that cleanseth

from all unrighteousness. And who would dare doubt

but that a sacrifice presented to God through this all-

cleansing, ever-purifying medium, u holy and acceptable

to God ? To doubt it were indeed sinful. And would

not such doubts bespeak a light estimate of the blood

of the Son of God

?

< l^.

\*4. " If all the iiiuR which men hare done,

In thought or will, in word or deed,

Since worlda were made, or time begun.

Were laid on one poor sinner's head,

The stream of Jesus' precious blood

Oould wash away the dreadful load."

IWSWI

-r-J^

I'. '>-^- T

(S^iudiig.

THE COLORED WOMAN AND THE LAWYER.

" The rich and the poor meet together," and how the

Lord, " the Maker of them all," can, in a few moments'

time, bring them on an equality, has just been illustrated,

in a manner I shall never forget. Lawyer came

to my husband's office, at a very early hour, this morn-

ing, all excitement, and suffering quite seriously from

injuries received in the awful disaster which has well-

nigh clothed our city in mourning. He was 6n board
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the burning " Henry Clay." By an amazing train of

fortunate providences, he was not consumed by the de-

vouring flame, or, with scores of others, phinged into a

watery grave. Being unable to swim, he remained on

the burning vessel until pursued by the flames to the

last possible refuge. He then threw two cane-bottomed

seats into the river, hoping, if he missed one, he might

alight on the other. But here his purpose failed. He
missed both, and, on plunging into the water, sank to

the bottom. Through the mercy of God, he rose again,

and succeeded in getting hold of an iron brace which

supported the guards of the boat, which was now fast

being enveloped in flame. Here, he supported himself

till he could retain his hold no longer, and again he

sank. Again, through the mercy of God, he was

brought up, and succeeded, yet once more, in getting

hold of a brace, and, for a short time, sustaining himself,

when, through failure of strength, or the burning heat,

one finger after another unloosed its grasp, until his last

hold on life or hope apparently vanished, and he sank

as if to rise no more, until the sea should give up her

dead. And yet, through a miraculous Providence, he

again arose. On reaching the surface of the water, his

head dashed against something, which, though in a state

of extreme exhaustion, he grasped. It proved to be the

gangway plank. On fixing his feeble hold here, he

soon found that he was only sharing this, his last hold

on life. Holding on at the other end of the plank, in

the frenzied struggles of expiring hope, was an athletic

colored woman ! In the violence of her struggles, she
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several times almost wrenched the plank from the

feeble grasp of the lawyer, and every struggle seemed to

make the probability more certain that the lawyer and

colored woman must together sink and perish. Law-

yer is one, whose high-toned spirit, and peculiar

cast of mind, would dispose him to be among the last to

supplicate such a being as her, who was now so emi-

nently jeopardizing his last weak hold on life. But

now, with most moving expostulations, he implored his

frantic companion, for Heaven's sake, that she would

not wrest away his only remaining hope, assuring her,

that, if she continued thus violent in her efforts, both he

and she must quickly and inevitably sink together.

Ah, the rich and the poor had, indeed, met together.

Death, the universal leveller, with whom distinctions are

unknown, was now in sight, and, as he was about with

one grasp to seize these fresh victims, a small boat came

to their rescue, and they were saved. Such was the

haste of those who had drawn them into the small boat

to rescue as many as possible of these who had thrown

themselves into the water from the burning vessel, and

were now, in every direction, struggling for life, that, in

drawing the lawyer into the little boat, they dragged

him in with his face downward, and but little more

than halfway over the side, barely sufficient to ensure

the poise, and here he lay, hanging over the side of the

boat, with his face downward, too weak to move, until,

with the other rescued ones, he was taken ashore, and

kindly cared for.

And now, in view of the miraculous preservation of
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Lawyer , who would not have thought that, in re-

lating this to his pious physician, in less than a day after

its occurrence, he would ascribe his preservation to God,

and would, at once, resolve on devoting his life to the

service of his Preserver and Redeemer ? but not one

word of thankfulness to God, or of a resolve to devote

his spared life to his service, did he utter. Surely, if

men " will not hear Moses and the prophets, neither

would they be persuaded, though one rose from the

dead." , . ,,

\

'u!

life a ^mkn.

WEALTH FIRST, TUB MINISTRY AFTERWii '^DS-

He believed himself called to the work of saving

souls. He seemed to have descended from the tribe of

Levi. By an aged grand-father, who had long been in

the sacred office, he had, in early life, been dedicated

to the service of the sanctuary ; and, by a father who

also ministered at the altar, he had, in spirit, been con-

secrated to the work of saving souls. "When God con-

verted his soul, he became very ardent in his service.

A few months afterwards, he obtained the witness of

entire sanctification. He had before had serious con-

victions in regard to what might be his call ; but now.

MM
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with a distinctness which was unmistakable, he knew

that he was called to be ; . * , > :.

, ...
' "byOod, ' '

^j „ >>1 ')T'i The Lord, oommliwlonod to mako knovrn to men,

•)_',' >,. « The eternal oounolU; In hid Mastor'H name,

To treat with them of ororlasting thingi."

He did not mean to be disobedient to the call of the

Spirit, but a goldon bait was thrown in his way, which

he did not discover to be of Satan till too late. He had

a wife whom he had taken from a comfortable sphere in

life. " Shall I subject this dearly cherished one to all

the vicissitudes of an itinerant minister's wife " ? thought

he. How much bettor to place her in circumstances

first where my mind may be relieved from the thought

that she may be exposed to contingencies which may

burden my heart ! How much more cheerfully, then,

may I wing my way with messages of salvation as an

ambassador for Christ

!

And thus he reasoned, when a lucrative ofrice under

the government was oftbred. Fifty thousand dollars

might soon be realized, human probabilities considered.

The enemy told him that this sum might' soon be

obtained, and then, with a light heart and a rapid

coiu'se, he could soon redeem the time spent in the accu-

mulation of his fortune. He did not seem to perceive

the true character of the bait, but God raised him up a

faithful friend. We ex])re8sed to him our misgivings,

and would fain have hindered, but ho was so sure- he

might present Christ on shipboard, and in Calilbrnia, that

the point was yielded.

23»
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Ho soon embarked. On shipboard, ho foiled to

exhibit Christ. The first failure was as he sat down ta

tho first meal. Tho Holy Spirit suggested, " Ask a

blessing openly on tho food, and lot it bo known that

you acknowledge God in all things." But the tempter

said, It would have the appearance of being righteous

overmuch. The tempter prevailed. And, with shame

and s idncss, did our friend spend his first night on the

sea. And now he became painfully conscious that his

spiritual strength was failing, and that he was out of tho

path of duty. Soon ho began to neglect all religious

duties, and at length totally departed from God. What
a change

!

" From what a height of happlnoHS onit down!

"

Splendid talents, which might have been employed in

the service of Christ as an ambassador from the King

of heaven, yielded up to the service of sin ! Still ho

hoped for a brilliant earthly career. But, in this, he

was doomed to a most fatal disappointment. His health

utterly failed, and he became a wreck. Disappointment

and disaster, with raven wing, brooded over him, and

utterly darkened every prospect. His earthly schemes

all fulled, and, after a year or two, he returned homo

only to die. Ho was a spiritual and physical wrook. In

the day of his calamity, ho sought earnestly, and with

most bittor repentant tears, the mercy of God, through

our Lord Jesus Christ. In some of tho bitter pangs

through which ho passed, I was with him, and never

can I forget his sad bewailings. Truly, in that cup of

a«M »i i i
.

i iiiii wi.iimm)iii».i«njiwa iBi<MWt
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repcntance, was the " wormwood and the gull." The

Lord had mercy on his houI, but hid »m wuh a sin unto

the death of the body, lie lingered a lew months more

on the shorca of time, a pitiable wr(X!k, in body, mind,

and GNtato, and Iuih now gone to reap the rowardM of

eternity, but not of a life Bpcnt in the service of Christ

as a faithful minister. «; ^

I! I

Mi Inroj.

TIIl'l INCOG IN THK NUnSEHY.

Here is a happy family.group. TVicse little ones are

bright and gleeful. The (iod of natiivc is in himself a

fountain of happiness, (yliildrcn arc made to bo happy,

and, if not pinioned by diseaHC, or ungentle usage, their

little hearts, and agile forms, will bound upward un-

fettered as the joyous bird. (Jliildren may be sportive ;

it is surely as natural, as for birds to lly. ]3ut, though

natural, and therefore unsiufui, as for the sportive lamb

to indulge in its playful gambols, yet children cannot

always bo sportive, without daiiinge to household eq^ui-

pago, wardrobe, and limb.

And here is a changed scene. Our happy little family

group arc all in dismay and sorrow. A vase has been ,

broken, and a nice garment torn. Not intentionally ; 0,
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no ! The disaster was as purely accidental as was that

of the earnest clergyman, who, when in the heat of his

subject, came too near that splendid lamp, and sent it

whirling below. That minister was not met with

severe words, and an uplifted hand. Our incog has

another way of meeting ministers, and other people in

church, than little loving hearts in the nursery. '*

In fact, I imagine our incog has something to do in

causing disasters. He raised the wind in the days of Job,

and has he not, as the Prince of the power of the air,

raised it many a time since ? Yej ! And he has just now

been raising it in this nursery. He did not come in

sooty garments, or with cloven foot. No ! Surely,

he had been resisted, had he come thus. But I will

tell you just how he came. It was in a flowing

garment of light. And thus stealthily did he hide

his Satanic stoppings, as he approached* that pious

father or mother, and in subtlety whispered, " You do

well to be angry." The incog is instantly obeyed, and

lo ! the havoc. Seeds of anger are sown in these young,

guileless hearts. Dire seeds, such as were sown in the

heart of Cain, are, by the parents' own hand, sown in

these infant hearts. And who can doubt but this seed

will germinate ? Do you not already see its fruit in

that angry cry, and those retorting words ? But do not

imagine the end is yet. A plentiful crop awaits you in

after-life. And you may gather its bitter fruit in eter-

nity. O, beware of the first entrance of the incog in

the nursery

!

i i'MMniammiimiiili
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THE INCOQ IN THE KITCHEN.

iH -ii.

i%

But the nursery is not the only place where our in-

cog stealthily obtrudes. He was in that kitchen and

laundry, when you unkindly chided that servant. The

peaceful airs of Paradise, which, through redeeming

inercy, may, and ought to, pervade every dwelling, are

his bane. And he would fain, with pestilential breath,

contaminate the air of your dwelling ; but he will do it

stealthily. Again we tell you, don't expect to see him

come with sooty robe, or showing his cloven foot. He
knows your likes and dislikes quite too well for that.

In fact, I imagine you are really too pious to entertain

his Satanic majesty with a good relish knowingly. But he

is aware that yourself and family have very many privi-

leges, social and religious, of which this poor domestic,

made alike with yourself in the image of God, may not

partake. He would have you unmindful of the differ-

ence, and the corresponding obligation, on your part, to

meet the deficiency by the kindliness of your behavior.

Who prompted you, when you administered that re-

proof in such an ungentle manner ? And when you

permitted your pampered children to perplex, those in

your employ, and to manifest a disregard to the increase

of their labor, comfort and convenience, whose dicta-

tions did you yield to ? O, there is care, toil and pri-

vation enough in the kitchen ! It is cruel to have the

incog there.
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THE INCOG IN THE PARLOR AND CHAMBER.

But does he not often get in the parlor, and in the

secrecy of the closet, or the chamber ? Was he not in

your parlor, when you meted out allusions derogatory

to the character of that Chiistian minister, that pious

friend, and that neighbor, such measure as you well

know you would not love to receive again ? And when

you made that display of folly and fashion, so unbecom-

ing the simplicity of the gospel, was he not there to

urge you to it, and to assist you in it? When you

Wire influenced to pursue a course, calculated to intro-

duce your children into fashionable life, rather than to

introduce them to the attentions of the purely pious,

and to expend your means largely for fashionable follies,

instead of saci cing to God that which cost you some-

thing,—whose dictations did you obey ?

When you went to your chamber, and, in conformity

with the usages of the pious, knelt before the Lord your

Maker, and the Holy Spirit reproved you for the errors of

your spirit and life, who was it that influenced you to turn

away from that reproof, with the suggestion, that others,

professing as much religion as yourself, did the same ?

And when, from a condemning conscience and physical

indisposition, you were held waking in the midnight

hour, the Spirit urging you to renewed and entire dedi-

cation, whose influence did you obey, when you resolved

that you could not be quite willing to be singular for

Christ's sake ? Ah, the subtle incog ! He lurks in the

parlor and the chamber. ^
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THE INCOO IN THE COUNTING-HOUSE.
f

But where may we not find the incog ? Here he is,

in this place of merchandise, prompting this man of

business to an unhallowed haste to be rich. Stealthily

is he preparing thorns for the dying pillow of this un-

restful man. In his restlessness, he gives him opiates,

which, though they may not give quiet to the weary

body, are fast deadening the sensibilities of the soul.

Poor man ! He is becoming blindj and cannot see

afar off. Our incog is the god of this world, and this

grovelling man of money once perceived this, but he is

every day growing blinder, and the cause of this increas-

ing blindness is becoming yet more perceptible to his

far-seeing, pious friends. Time once was, when he used

to turn his eye upward ; but now he seldom or ever does

this. This long-continued looking downwa'"d, in search

of the root of all evil, ib ^xing a mark of most debasing

tendency upon him ; but tl/s he does not perceive. Alas

!

our insidious incog has well-nigh done liis worst here.

Subtle, cruel fiend ! There he stands disguised as a friend I

And do you see how he raises the dust ? It appears

as gold, and eagerly oiir poor counting-house friend will

weary out life's hours ir catching at these particles, that

he may put them in his coffer. What a pity he does

not perceive how these particles are blinding his eyes

!

tf

" Our aim is happino'") ; 't is yours, 't is mine,

'Tis the pursuit of all that live on earth,

But some misti^ the marli:, and weary out

Life's hours in chasing shadows."
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THE INCOO IN THE CHURCH.

aerranto— envy.

Nor is this all. Here ho is among these church mem-

bers. Did you notice that uncharitable, half-spoken

insinuation ? That unwary professor did not exactly

mean to do wrong, in that unkind insinuation. But

our fiendish incog whi' pered it in his car ; and he

whispered it out. Had the incog b( en clothed in fiend-

ish garb, our friend would have abh( red obedience

to his bidding. , ^
^

But the words have gone 'orth. How slight, seem-

ingly, were the insinuations ! but they were seeds of dis-

cord. And, now that they have been once sown, who

can tell what the harvest may be, when fairly reaped,

perhupa in the disbanding of that now peaceful church ?

k? H; ll.at nian, with his one talent, closely eying his

Christian brother, to whom his Lord has entrusted five

talents. The servant with his one talent, and the ser-

vant with his five, are equally precious in the sight of

him who is "no respecter of persons." Each one is

required to use just what he has, and no more. But

how enviously is that one-talented member eying his

brother, who is striving to make full use of his five tal-

ents ! "Ah !
*' whispers our would-be pious incog, " are

not all the Lord's servants propht ts ? " What better

right than yourself to that more honorable position, has

that brother ? And thus begins the whisper of dissatis-

faction, which ends in outspoken wrath, and ultimate

destruction. Had our incog 4^me in his native garb,

our one-talented, yet not wicked friend might have
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remained in his own sphere, an been useful. But, by

yielding to that first whisjxr, he is allowing our incog to

exalt him to a j. isition. ^vhich he hai no talent to fill,

and in which he ( lah ' ^im.-'^f, and the cause of

piety. Soon will he th im down, and make him

the sport of fiends.

•>n 1 I'm THE iNco(. ,IR PULPIT.

But where will not, and where has not, our incog

appeared ? He enters God's holy temple, and has been

known even to ascend the sacred desk, in company with

the minister. But so subde in deceivablness is our incog,

that the minister knew him not. We do not say, that

he might not liave known him ; for there, right before

him, lay an infallible test, by which he might at once

have tried him, and known that he was not of God.

But of this he, who had come to minister for Christ,

was unmindful. He did noi; go to the law and to the

testimony, to try the spirit, and, before he was aware,

the f«ul incog took the advantage. Instead of preach-

ing Christ, h*} preached himself. He made a display

of himself, as a very close theological thinker. Noth-

ing could be more evident to God, angels, and the

deeply spiritual portion of his auditors, than that he was

willing to exhibit himself as a sermonist, of extraordinary

powers of analyzation, an adept in all the technicalities

of theology, of marked ability for profound biblical

criticism, and pulpit oratory. And of this he has con-

vinced his auditors. But though his auditors go away

under this conviction in regard to the man that has

34

iiiaw'
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ministered to them, who goes away with renewed and

powerful convictions of the necessity of Christ as a present

Savior ? Who goes away newly convicted of the infi-

nite claims of Christ on the heart, or with renewed

heart-realizations of Iiis saving power ? Ah ! the incog

was in the pulpit, and what a wonderful pain did he

make out of that minister, and through his influence

!

What a gain of sacred time ! This was the Lord*8 day.

And here were about five hundred auditors. Mark that

!

Yes, mark it ; for our incog, with his many invisible

attendants, marked it closely, and with fiendish frolic.

Only think—^five hundred hours of sacred time ; time

which ought to have been improved, in earnest efforts to

prepare the soul for immortality, and eternal life. Here

are five hundred souls standing on the brink of eternity,

some whom, perhaps, for the last time, the Holy Spirit has

brought to this temple sacred to holy service.

O, did not our incog make memorable gain, when he

went with that minister into the sacred desk, and in-

duced him to preach himself instead of preaching Cknst ?

,
*:

•"^*V«^ *

*' Angels our maroli oppose,

Who still in strength excel

;

:

'
J .1.1

Our secret, sworn, eternal foes.
.. , f

^<',^f.>

Countless, invisible. , > .,. ,-\ ••- '•^- -

From thrones of glory driven,

By flaming vengeance hurled, •. ^" .'- IfP
They throng the air, and darken heaven, 'U .. -...ivV~.

And rule this lower world."

^^ '.--.^r ^- '<('.:/'"• ' ^

' '> '''- .: •:#>:•..' J.--'- .
- ' ^' t*.- ... J

4 V*^

•rr::*4k
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»fe Pittiskr^s Wfe.

^h
"If I should get the blessing, I am sure I could

never keep it. I am naturally so volatile—so light !

"

And wh-^ do you think it was, that said this ? Why,
it was a minister's wife ; one who, by virtue of her

position, had placed herself before the people as an ex-

ample in faith and practice. Of this, we reminded her,

as we urged upon her the solemn duty of present holiness,

as the indispensable pre-requisite of a minister's wife

!

How serious are the responsibilities of those who
place themselves in thi? position ! " But," say some,

" we do not wish others to follow us as examples in

faith and doctrine. We do not profess to have an ex-

perience which will warrant this." But, my dear Chris-

tian sister, whether you desire it or not, scores, if not

hundreds, will be thus looking up to you. If conform-

ed to the will of Christ, in experience and in spirit ; if

you manifest an evident renunciation of the world, with

all its vain pomp and vanity, hundreds will take knowl-

edge of you, in the various places where the vocation of

your husband may lead you, and will be influenced by

your example to do likewise. But, if you do not, you

will neutralize the efiect of your husband's ministra-

^ tions, and, instead of luring souls to heaven, through

your influence, you may find, in the end, that scores

stopped short of "the prize of their high calling in

Christ Jesus," by following your tardy example. And

do you feel quite ready to meet them at the last dny ?

'%:>„
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Af good a Savior as Paul had. '* Hut I ant no volatilo." A rertfliii niliilittor'* desire.

How much better that you at once rise and step for-

ward, and, in the mnjesty of Ahnighty grace, stand forth

in connection with your husband, and, in inspiring atti-

tude and word, prochiim, " We are well able to go up

and possess the good land " ! You know that we are

well able. You have as good a Savior as Paul had.

The Savior is with you now. If he should now make

himself visible to you, as to his disciples in journeying

to Emmaus, and say to you, *' Believest thou that I am
able to do this ? " what would you say in reply ?

You would not dare to say, ** Lord, I am so volatile,

so irresponsible in my feelings, so prone to yield to my
natural preferences, and shrink from the"cross— I can-

not think of standing out, in an attitude before the peo-

ple, that word seem to say, " Follow me." You would

rather say, " Lord, all things are possible with thee,

and all things are possible to him that believeth."

Our dear friend, the minister' 'fe, who said she

was so volatile, felt much as you ; only, perhaps, more

volatile, timid and irresponsible ; for we have seldom

seen a minister's wife, who seemed more disposed to

shiink away from the responsibilities of her high calling.

We had met at one of those yearly gatherings, where

the tribes go up to worship in tents. Her husband, who
felt deeply the cares of his holy vocation, and was en-

deavoring, with clean hands and a pure heart, to minis-

ter in the sanctuary, greatly desired that his lovely,^

intelligent wife should be his help-meet, in meeting his

ministerial responsibilities. Now, do not smile, and

think me over-exacting, when I say that this was just



KCONOMY OF SALVATION 281

Thought! on li mluliter'i ohoico of a wlft. Tb« only dllBoulty In thli e«M.

*:\t

she

what he had a right to expect of her. And we are free

to say, before God and man, that, when a minister gives

himself to God and the church, he wrongs himself, and

wrongs the church, if he does not marry in view of a

helper in his calling. And not only does he wrong

himself and the church, but he wrongs the lady of his

choice, if he docs not first see that her natural and re-

ligious preferences are such as to ensure an aptness for

the duties of her holy calling. And may it not be owing

to a want of careful observance on this subject, that

many a minister's wifa has pined out a short existence ?

God saw that, by neither grace nor nature, she was fitted

for her sphere. Her husband fiiiled in his election.

He thought more about her pecuniary condition, and*

his mere natural preferences, than about a helper, meet

to aid him in bettering the spiritual condition of his

flock. • ". . .
,

'For this cause many are sickly, and many die. But

is the fragile, inefficient wife the only sufferer under

these circumstances? Might not that minister, whose

cares with his unhelpful family are ever crushing his

spirits ; might not such an one have risen high in the

scale of eminent usefulness, if he had sought a wife with

as much prayerful circumspection as Fletcher did ?
"

But, with this minister's wife, it was not a want of

natural, intellectual or physical ability for her work.

The only difficulty with her, as with a great many other

ministers* wives was, the want of full salvation. And
this, her intelligent, and deeply pious husband knew,

and it was therefore he said to us,

—

a4»
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Deep porional tntenat. Afraid to go orer. " I dm going.** Tenri.

" Do interest yourself for Mrs.
>»

This was at the commencement of a camp meeting

occasion, and deeply and most prayerfully did we inter-

est ourselves in her behalf during the entire process of

the meeting ; but we were almost invariably met with

the discouraging response—
" If I should get the blessing, I am sure I could nevei

keep it."
,i.ujtMi'r:if '.m

She did not manifest a want of interest in the subject,

but she manifested a lamentable want of faith in the wil-

lingness and ability of Christ to keep her. She was as

the Israelites would have been if, when they were com-

manded to go over and possess the goodly land, with

• the promise that God would save them from the hand

of their enemies, they had said, " Nay, Lord, we are

afraid, if we obey thy command, and go over to possess

the land, that thou wilt not save us, after we have

gone over, but wilt leave us to be overcome by our

enemies." Who can conceive of greater temerity,

or any thing more insulting to God, the promise-keep-

ing Jehovah? >. •:•';>' -
'^^ H. .)-;=' y:t'm''^'^<'-r.r-

i- It was now toward twilight of the last day of the

meeting. Mrs. , not intending to remain on the

ground over night, came to bid me an affectionate and

hasty adieu.;.!'"'
*•"' ••' ,-n--*^^^, --•«^^ :?^>

" I am going," she exclaimed. " Yes I and going

without full salvation." ;?"*^^;*T'^'^f i
-

She burst into tears, and said, i>

" I am sure it is not because I do not need it 1

"

i' V tf j^Q i It jg not because you do not need it, for you
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you

>»

^1 ^'^>-i'

need it greatly. You cannot be equal to the duties of

your high and holy calling without it. And you also

know just how you might have it. If you knew you

?iad but one moment more to live, would you not cast

yourself wholly, and just as you are, on Christ ? And
70uld he not save you to the littermost ?

'

Tf4v
" Yes, I know he would."

' " Then why do you not now, just as you are, cast

jTOurself wholly on Jesus for present salvation from all

'»in ? God does not leave it optional with yourself

(v^hether you will do it now ; he commands you to do it

now. He says * Look unto me and be ye saved,*—^not

to-morrow, or five minutes hence, but noiv. You may
be in eternity to-morrow, or five minutes hence. All

you need is present salvation. You cannot breathe this

moment for five minutes hence. Neither can you be-

lieve for five minutes hence. If you are now relying

wholly on Christ, to save you this moment, he is saving

you. Are you now trusting wholly in him to save you

from sin?" ^
- ' '1

(t I am.
>»

' " Do you think you are sinning now ?
"

' * •,: "--^^ '^

,; "No." H- .- •-"...-/ ''-^^- ::.- • -- H.:-

. " How are you noAv being saved from sin, if it is not

by the power of your omnipotent Savior ? You could

not save yourself from sin one moment, any more than

the veriest fiend. And if Christ is saving you, is it not

your duty to give him the glory due to his name ? Do
not wait till you feel an impelling influence to praise

him. You do not wait to thank a friend that does you
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" My Redeemer from all iln,

IwlUpnaaethe«'*r

a groat favor, till you feel some impelling influence ; but

you do it because it would be unseemly not to do it. If (v

Jesus is now saving you, will you not now say,
, |

She quickly repeated the words, and in tearful, ador*^

ing gratitude, praised her Redeemer from all sin. A-(

divine consciousness, inwrought by the power of the

Holy Spirit, was given, and she proved the cleansing

efficacy of Jesus* blood. She had begun the new song

sung by the blood-washed spirits redeemed from earth,

and which no man could sing, but they who had first

learned it on earth, and, with the angel company, she,

in word and in spirit, repeated, " Unto him that loved

us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, and

hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father,

to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.

Amen I

"

.^

So engrossing were the beatitudes, with which the

vision of her mind was now filled, that she could not at

once leave that sacred spot, as anticipated. She lingered

till after supper, when a meeting was proposed in the^

large tent in which we now were. j

A large concourse gathered in, among whom wer©|

several beloved ambassadors of our Lord Jesus Cluist*i

We had been but a short time together, when our newly^ .^

blest friend, the minister's wife, forgetful of her former

timidity, arose, and sweetly said,
^

" I have been trusting in Jesus to save me from aU

••W^^-TH"-
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sin, one hour; and he has saved me. Praise his

name ! And now I have been asking myself, if Jesus

can save me one hour, vfhy can he not save me two

hours, if I will trust in him ? And if he can save me
two hours, can he not save me a day, a month, or a year ?

If he can save me a year, can he not save me two years,

and all along through life, till I get to heaven, if I will

only trust in him ?
'*

^'The effect of such a testimony from one who had

been so shrinking and volatile, was almost electrical.

A teacher in Israel of some celebrity, and a professor

in a neighboring literary institution, was so interested

and edified, that he, in less than an hour, was also on his

feet, as a newly raised witness of the power of Christ to

save from all sin. " Never,** said he, " did I see the sim-

plicity of the way to be saved from all sin, as by hearing

that simple testimony of Mrs. .**

Many other witnesses from that literaiy institution,

and elsewhere, were enabled, that nipl.t. io testify of

Christ as a full Savior. No one present can forget the

interest of that blissful, powerful scene. Tlic work

went on all night, and it was about four o'clock the next

morning before Mrs. could leave. The inspi-

ratl tn of the occasion seemed mostly to take its rise

from the unsophisticated, yet powerful testimony of the

timid Mrs. , who was so sure, if she got the bles-

sing, that she could never keep it.

Some years have passed since this eventful camp

meeting reminiscence ; but still Ave have reason to hope

that the once fearful Mrs. keeps the blessing, or,

in other words, the blessihg keeps her.
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PRAYING BY PROXY-

Did you ever hear of such a thing as proxy worship

!

Well, just step aside with me. Let us enter this tein>

pie dedicated to the worship of Almighty God. And
then tell me what you think of proxy worship. Do
you see that minister kneeling in the desk ? What is

he doing ? He is engaged in worship. Ah, then, this

is thp temple of the Lord. And this kneeling man is

obeying the divine admonition, uttered by David, " O
come, let us worship and bow down ; let us kneel before

the Lord, our Maker." And now, my friend, turn your

eye away from the sacred desk. What do you see ?

Here is a large concourse, sitting at apparent ease. Some

are looking at the minister. Others, I imagine, are

observing the latest fashion. And here are others, with

head reclined, in dozy attitude. But why does not

this assembly, convened as they ai'e for worship, obey

the inspired, expostulatoiy injunction, " O come, let us

worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord,

our Maker," and, in scriptural attitude, worship the

God of the Scriptures ? I can tell you just the reason.

The practice of proxy worship has obtained in this con-

gregation. Of course they pay their minister. And
what are ministers paid for, but to do the work of the

congregation? If the minister is paid for doing the

praying, ought he not to do it ? The unkneeling, rest-
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ful attitude of this congregation, betokens rostfulness of

mind, and of course is calculated to commend to outer

court worshippers the pleasaiitness of proxy worship.

And may not this be one reason why so many outsiders

come in, and vinite in church fellowship with this body

of professed Christians ? Surely, there is nothing repul-

sive to the most irreligious heart in proxy worship.

For why should these proxy worshippers even exclaim,

with some ancient sinners, concerning the service of the

Lord, " Behold, what a weariness it is " ? We live in

the age of progress, and it is not singular that sonle

modern Christians have found an easier way to get to

heaven than those of ancient times. Did you ever hear

of the Celestial Railroad ? Well, these Christians are

going to heaven, not in the trudging way of good old

Christian, of Pilgrim's Progress, but by the new, easy

way—the Celestial Railroad. It is true that this new,

and more easy road is not described in our scriptural

chart, as was Bunyan's. But why make much ado

about this ? Many people cannot find much time to read

the Scriptures^ and proxy worship is so much easier and

more modern than scriptural worship/^ ';
'^ .«j*s*i»f5FigK.-

::i
SINGING BY PROXY. ^^ J; .^^^,

'^^ But stop ! The minister rises, and, in solemn cadence,

repeats, " Let us praise God by singing the sixty-sixth

Psalm." " Let us praise God "
! Who does he mean ?

Not this whole congregation of course. Why should

he? for this portion of the worship ofGod has also been

paid for. And, though set forth in the catalogue of
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scriptural duties as about equal in prominence with

prayer, yet, as with prayer, it is performed by proxy.

Do you see that thoughtless-looking, gaily attired little

group, sitting up yonder ? "Well, that is the orchestra,

and this is the place which this congregation of proxy

worshippers have set apart for the singing to bo perpetra-

ted. This little singing group, who have been hired

to perform the singing part of worship are mostly, if not

all, non-professors. The words which the minister has

given out, you observe, are deeply solemn, and those

utterances demand a devotional heart. You wonder at

the in,appropriateness of manner, and at the inappropri-

ate outlandish air which has been selected. But this

should not be cause of surprise. Could you expect this

thoughtless young company, uninitiated as they are, in

the proprieties of grace, to select an air suited to these

deeply devotional words? "Why expect it? If their

hearts have never been subjected to devotional trainings,

how can devotional perceptions emanate ? And then there

are also other reasons well known to the choir frater-

nity, and I hope I shall be pardoned for revealing the

secret, but it is so explanatory that I must tell you.

Old-fashioned stragglers as ourselves sometimes chance

to get into this congregation. Not being acquainted

with,the modern mode of proxy-singing worship, they

make an effort to obey the dictates of their pious hearts,

and, with David- and Paul, attempt to " Sing with the

spirit and with the understanding also." These attempts

being vastly unpopular with the choir, they have con-

cluded, in self-defence, to keep ever practising on new

w
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and uuhcnrd-of tunes. You observe their lame, hesita-

ting manner in singing. This is to be accounted for

from the rapidity with which they are obliged to leap

from one new tune to another ; otherwise those not initi-

ated in the secret of proxy-singing worship might get

the start of them by chancing to catch some of these

flying airs.
. ..• . , : ; v. , -i^ .1

It is, therefore, a needful secret, in the plan of proxy-

singing worship, that these who are employed t'> sustain

it, should be ever leaping on from one new tune to

another. Otherwise, how could it be sustained ? The
limping manner, therefore, in which this portion of

proxy-worship is conducted, flows out as a necessary

consequence of the system.
,

These proxy-singing worshippers are not, perhaps, to

be particularly blamed for those stammering, hesitating

performances. They, surely, are to be pitied. The

fact in the case is, that they really have not had time to

learn the tunes, and how can they do otherwise than

hesitate, when they scarcely know whether they are

going right or wrong ? But do not let us blame the

system, or the perpetrators. A system whose adapta-

tion fully meets the end proposed is pronounced admi-

rable. And see how admirably this succeeds ! Listen

!

Scarcely do you hear an interfering voice. Then do not

blame the perpetrators. They have succeeded to a

charm in doing what they have been hired to do. Sel-

dom, if ever, is the choir, or the congregation, annoyed

now with having others sing than those duly recognized

as proxy-singing worshippers. And so pleasant and
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quieting to the body and conscience has this proxy mode

of praising God by singing been found, that it is rapidly

obtaining in all churches of every name.

Surely, it is much easier to pay one's money than to

weary one's voice by maintaining those ancient modes

practised by the Old and New Testament saints, and

other teachers of religion of olden time. How much

more thought and exertion seems implied in the mode

of worship in David's time I Witness his exhortation

to all the people to praise the Lord and sing unto him

with a loud voice. INIark his many persuasions to this

;

Psalm xxxiii. 3 ; Ixvii. 4 ; Ixxxi. 1 ; cv. 2. And then

Christ and his disciples together sung a hymn, and

Paul, exhorting to unity in congregrational worship, tells

just what he, as one of a worshipping assembly, will do ;

" I will sing with the Spirit, and with the understanding

also."

Ah, Paul, how wilful would you be, were you to

carry out really such a resolve in this age of progress

!

And, then, there was good old Luther too ! O, had he

lived in these days, what an innovator would he have

been 1 Only listen to him in his good Old Hundred.

" Praise Ood, from whom all blossinga flow
;

Praise him, all creatures here below;

Praise Iiim abore, ye hearenly host,

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost."

Ah, and here is yet another man, of ancient time,

who, I imagine, were he now with us, would have been

so far behind the times as not to regard the practice of

smgiu{^ woiaiiip cven a privilege that it WCIC OB
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largely paid for as the best paid choir of proxy singers

in the land. Here is a book of doctrine and discipline,

which was sent forth from under his supervision. Lis-

ten while I read a few lines on this subject from this

curiosity of a book. We will read from a section un-

der the head

:

' "Of the Spirit and Truth of Singing.

Question. How shall we guard against formality inft

smgmg

:

it*Answer. 1st. By choosing such hymns as are proper

for the congregation.

"2d. By suiting the tunes to the words.

" 3d. By often stopping short, and asking the people,

*Now, do you know what you said last? Did you
speak no more than you feltV

"4th. Do not suffer the people to sing too slow,

'ihis naturally tends toformality, and is brought in by

those who have either very strong, or very weak voices.

" 5th. In every large society, let them learn to sing

and let them learn our tunes first.

" 6th. Introduce no new tune till they are perfect in

the old.

" 7th. Exhort every person in the congregation to

sing ; not one in ten only.

" 8th. . . . Public singing is a part of divine worship,

in which all the congregation ought to join.'
}}

of
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CONVICTION OF THE UNLEARNED AND UNBELIEVING CONTEMPLATED.

Is there not some scriptural attitude becoming the

humble spiritual worshipper, a mode by which Bible

Christians may attain to some uniformity in worship ?

The unbelieving world is looking upon us. Little do

mere worldlings know about the hair-splitting theology,

which divides the various evangelical denominations.

But there is one thing they do know, and that is, that

we all profess to regai'd the sacred Scriptures as the foun-

dation of our religion, a sufficient rule for faith and

practice. No worship is acceptable but spiritual wor-

ship. But " The hour cometh and now is, when the

true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and

in truth ; for the Father seeketh such to worship him.

God is a Spirit, and they that worship him mtist worship

him in s])irit and in truth." How greatly important, then,

in view of this solemn declaration, directly from the lips of

the Savior, that we should seek to know the mind of the

Spirit ! If we fail to do this, how can we be spiritual

worshippers ? And without a careful study of the lorit-

ten word, how can we know the mind of the Spirit ?

Here we have the mind of the Spirit ; for " Holy men
of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Ghost ;

"

and Peter says, " Now the Spirit speaketh expressly on

this wise." Human opinions are changeable and con-

flicting. But here we cqme to the lively oracleS; and^
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Soft examplei. Tha spirit produMi th« wta.

througli these, listen, to the living voice, of the ever-

living, unchangeable Jehovah. The sa>ne spirit that

spoke through holy men of old, here as truly speaks to

us as though its living utterances were issuing forth from

him that sitteth upon the throne. Yes, "holy men
of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost."

Actuated, then, as they were, by the Spirit, we shall,

in following the teachings of their example, be guided

in judgment on this point, and be wise, understanding

what the will of the Lord is.

Not for ourselves alone is it needful that we maintain

spiritual—-scriptural worship. Unbelievers, and the

unlearned in spiritual things, are ever mingling with us.

If we imagine that we may worship God in our own

hearts and lightly regard these outwaH observances, we
are not Christians of the same stamp with Paul. The

acts of the genuinely spiritual Christian are as truly

inspired as were the ^* Acts"—actions of the apostles.

It was the spirit of Christ dwelling in the apostles as

their *' wisdom and righteousness," which produced

their acts; a::il it is the design of grace that every

believer should be " a habitation of God through the

Spirit," and should experimentally apprehend an in-

dwelling Christ, " who of God is made unto us, wis-

dom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption." " If

any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of

his." If a Christian be actuated by the Spirit, he will

be careful that not only his thoughts and feelings be

under the dominion of the Spirit, but that action, as an

exponent of thought and feeling, indicate the internaJ

25*
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A habitation for God. Paul on the proprieties of public wonhlp.

workings of the Spirit to the outward world. " Know
ye not that y( .ur body is the temple of the Holy Ghost,

which is in you ?
'* " It is God that worketh in you to

will and to do /" What a responsibility does this fact im-

pose on all who name the name of Christ, to " be workers

together with God," by seeking to know the mind of the

Spirit, and to show themselves taught of God, and actu-

ated by the Spirit ! This is needful, as truly in social,

and public worship, as in closet devotion.

Paul seemed specially desirous, that spiritual worship

should be maintained, in view of the conviction of the

unlearned and unbelievers. Witness how singularly

important he rega.is a due attention to the proprieties

of religious worship. Not only does he contemplate the

conviction of the unlearned and unbelieving, but their

ultimate and speedy enlistment as worshippers. Surely,

Paul seems almost strangely sanguine on this subject.

Indeed, you will not think I ^ive it undue prominence,

if you will only with me siudy his views, contemplat-

ing as they do, the conviction and conversion of the

unbelieving. He says, " And thus are tne secrets of his

heart, that is, the heart of the unbeliever, made manifest,

and, so falling down on his face, he will worship God,

and report that God is in you of a truth." How impor-

tant, then, it is, to observe scriptural proprieties in wor-

ship, if such achievements of grace may be expected to

follow !

How did Old and New Testament saints appear be-

fore God ? Was there any uniformity of mode observed

in their approaches to him ? Here is Abraham, lowed
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Kneeling wonhipperi. Who put Daniel on hU kuccd J

in lowly prostration ^forc the Lord, pleading for the

doomed Sodomites. Here is Abraham's servant, who
worshipped the Lord bowing himself to the earth. Here

is Moses, falling down before the Lord, pleading forty

days and nights for his sinning brethren. Here is Da-

vid, on his knees, morning, noon and night, before the

Lord, his Maker, and calling on all the people in the

public assembly, to bow down and worship. Here is

Solomon, at the dedication of the temple, kneeling be-

fore the altar, with his hands spread towards heaven.

Here is Ezra, saying, " I fell on my knees, and spread out

my hands unto the Lord my God." Here is Job, who,

amid his sad bereavements, " fell down and worshipped."

And here is Isaiah, declaring the solemn purpose of

God on this subject, " I have sworn by myself, the

word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and

shall not return, that unto me every knee shall bow."

Here is Daniel, touched by the invisible power of

God, and " set upon his knees." Yes, God himself put

Daniel on his knees. And, here, again, he tells us,

" He kneeled upon his knees three times a day." And
this he did, though exposed to the gaze of his unbeliev-

ing and malicious adversaries. Here are the wise men,

falling down und worshipping the infant Jesus. And

here are even unclean spirits, forced to pay the homage

due to the Son of God, and, falling down before him,

they acknowledge the reverence due to his name. Here

is Peter, falling down on his knees to Jesus, and ac-

knowledging, in lowly prostration, his sin in the eyes of

infinite purity. And here is our divine Exemplar, in
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the hour of his ngony for our sins, knoollng before his

Father. Iltno U Stephen, to be received nraong the

upper court worshipiiera, as his last act on earth, kneel-

ing clo^vn in prayer for his murderers. And here is

Paul, also kneeling down by the sea-shore in social wor-

ship, on an occasion of affectionate farewell with his

brethren. Kneeling in prayer, certainly, was a mode

much favored by Paul— a mode upon which he person-

ally practised, and to which he directs special attention.

Here, he again, from the prophet Isaiah, cites the divine

declaration, "As I live," saith the Lord, " every knee

shall bow to me.** And still, as though the point were

never to be yielded, in exalting the name of Christ

above every name, he says, " That, at his name, every

knee shall bow, of things in heaven and things on earth.**

Yes, every knee, of things in heaven and things on

earth I Behold the twenty-four ciders fall down before

the throne of the Lamb, with their harps and golden

vials which are the prayers of the saints. But are they

the prayers of these unkneeling saints?
^^ ,^^j .iy^^

Think of impure, erring, dependent man, approach

ing into the presence of a being of immaculate purity,

on whom he is dependent for forgiveness, and for the

all that momentarily (sustains him, in natural and spirit-

ual life—think of such an one, in an unbowing attitude,

attempting to worshi^j) the Lord, his Mtiker. "What a

spectacle must an assembly of such worshipiwrs present

to the eye of God, and the adoring, prostrate worship-

pers in the upper sanctuary ! Contrasting our unwor-

thiness, our dependence, and our position, how strangely

\^

\
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Whal OM tht Mgato think f A petition to tit* Alulgbty, iltilng.

incongruous and unbocoming mudt ttuch an uittitude

appear! Can angols, and tho puro Bpiritd of tho just

mado perfect, lovo to linger over sucli a Hcene ?

Whatever their compasHiouH may be, they surely can-

not feel the Hympathy of love, nor a oneueHs of spirit

in worship with those who would thus irreverently ap-

proach their Sovereign. Who, but those as untaught in

the proprieties of life as a Hottentot, would approach

with a petition oven an earthly sovereign, without as-

suming some reverential attitude? How soon would

such an one be spurned from the presence of an earth-

ly potentate, as unworthy his notice! But here are

worshipping church associationH, and^social circles, where

the blessed and only Potentate, the " King of kings,

and Lord of Hfrds,** is approached with petitions, in-

finite in importance, and requiring an infinite display of

condescension and clemency, presented in an unhum-

bled, irreverential attitude.

" Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of

Askelon ; lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice,

lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph.'
))

*' Ang«l powern the throne Rurround;

,
Next the mtntR in glory they

;

.. Lulled with tho tranitporting sound,

They thoir illent homa((o pay

;

.
Proitrate on thoIr fore before ,

' Qod and hli MeiiKlah full,

There In hymni of pralm adore,

Shont tbo Utah that died for nU."

fJif

r^m

.1':-
M''-i^ i^J
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" Lord, how daUghtftil 't U to aa«

A wbola MMmbly worahip thaal

,, ,, !
'/ At onoe tbajr alog, atonoa thay pray, .''?'.(

Tb«y baar othmtm, and laani tba way.**
"^^

Tou smile at my simple couplets. I learned them

>vhen I was a child. These, with a great many good

things which I shall never forget, were acquired amid

'the teachings of the nursery. Yes, these linos are

among those sweet, truthful things which the God of all

grabe loves to write in early life on the heart of child-

hood. And I am so wilful as to resolve that, with me,
' they shall never be unlearned. I profess to have been

converted. And ought not converted people always to

retain their simplicity ? However wise people may be

' in their own conceits b(fore conversion, it is necessarily

concomitant with conversion to become simple as little

children. And if it is so necessary to become as little

children, it surely must be quite as needful that we
remain so, in order to remain in a state of fitness to

enter the kingdom of heaven. "Will you accept my
apology as an explanation, or a warrant, for all future

or past innovations of this sort ?

' Our simple lines give a truthful idea of scriptural

' worship. Who, that has witnessed the rare sight of

a whole assembly worshipping God in singing, but has

been reminded of the upper sanctuary choristers, and has

fc It yet stronger and more hallowing inspirations drawing;
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King Dkviil and oongnigfttioiikl Inging. " Do angaU lAng f *'

him hoavonward ? For few and far betwoon, Iiavo been

these occasions. But, with such, wo have sometimes

boon favored ; and as, in grateful reminiscence, our

hearts have recurred to them, we have exckimed,

<• I h«r« bMn thmre, ud itill wonld go,

*T U Uka » lUtU bMftn Mow."

/tit It was such singing that David loved. How mani-

fest, and oft-repeated, are his preferences! "Sing

aloud unto God, our strength ; make a joyful noise

unto the God of Jacob ! Sing unto the Lord, all the

earth. Sing unto the Lord ; bless his name I
" *' Praise

him, all ye people." " Make a joyful noise unto the

Lord, all the earth ; make a loud noise, and rejoice,

and sing praise." ** Let every thing that hath breath

praise the Lord." Yes, David loved a concert of

voices in singing. He was not afraid of the harmony

being broken, though a united assembly of " young men

and maidens, old men and children," might all, with

uplifted voice, unite in acclamations.

..tr Nothing is more certain than that David loved con-

gregational singing. And what can bring earth and

heaven into such clofe proximity, and so nearly resemble

angel worship, as a congregated multitude, with uplifted

heart and voice, praising him that sits upon the throne ?

No wonder that convoys of newly-arrived angel spirits

alight, and unite in such a hymn as it goes up to God.

But, do angels sing ? Yes, and it is amid just such

assemblies as these that they love to linger. Surely, it

was a truthful sentiment, and not a mere fancy of the poet,
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Dudi of gmo* blMted by Inndellty. Ohriittuitljr on trial.

whon, in contomplution of such an assembly as this, he

sang

—

•' AnKolK uow »ro hoTBrlnn round tia,
,0<^tBlr<' T^t

!

UnpornoWed, thny mix tlia throng;
'

WondarinR i»t tho lore that orowui ui, "'"''<*1'S
' ' ''

Qlad to Join tliii holy long,
f>^'fi! '

AIIoIuIa, Ioto and pniM to Obriit belong."

A TROPHY OP CONGREGATIONAL SINGING. ,.„ ,:,.,„ .

But for congregational ainging, my honored father

might have been a sceptic. Do you ask how singing

and the conviction of the sceptic stand connected ? 1

will tell you just how. The God of Nature had

given to my dear father, as he has given to many

others, a soul ever ready to vibrate to the hai-mony of

sweet sounds. In early life, he had been made acquain-

ted with the doctrines of tho cross ; and had partially

proved the saving power of grace. But, when he grew

up to manhood, and was removed from under the

restraints of parental teachings, he fell among infidel

companions. The works of Paine, Voltaire, and other

infidel writers, were urged upon him. As he read on,

his mind became yet more and more vitiated, until, at

last, he was on an awful poise between truth and error.

But the angei of the covenant did not wholly forsake

him. He concluded to give Christianity one more trial

of two weeks, resolved if, nt the expiration of that

period, he did not prove it true, he would, without

further trial, abandon it forever. •
.

On the succeeding Sabbath morning, he went out in

search of a place of worship. In regard to denomina-

tions, he seems not to have made Lis election. But, on
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AttrMted by tht ilnglng. liSftrni th* naw MDf . Jolni tba hearenljr ehoir.

paflsing a church, ho heard, not the high-toned organ,

hut the high-toned melody of human voices, attuned to

lofty praise. The God of Nature is also the God of

all grace. The God who had inspired in the heart of

these spiritual worshippers these blissful strains, had

inspired in his heart a great love of the harmony of

sweet sounds, and now a chord was touched, which

vibrated in connection with gracious influences. He
thought surely, there cannot be a better place than this

to test the truth of Christianity. How wonderful are

the condescensions of redeeming mercy I Just at the

expiration of his appointed time for the test, he was en«

ablcd, from his own heart realizations, to prove Chris-

tianity overwhelmingly true. As a redeemed spirit, he

learned the song which none but the redeemed from

earth can learn. It was the new song which is now be-

ing sung by the redeemed company in heaven, and which

never can be sung in heaven, but by those who first
'

loam it on earth. During a lengthened and useful pil-

grimage on earth, his heart was ever attuned to its bliss-

ful strains, and now, with the forty and four thousand

before the throne, he is singing it in heaven ; a trophy

won to Christ through the heaven-inspired charm of

scriptural singing. But when was there ever a sceptic

convicted, or a soul converted, by the mere tones of the

organ, or the unscriptural practice of mere choir singing ?

,-.f

*' Join we then with one aecord,

In the new ftnd Joyfjil tmg ; 'J''"'"

Absent from our loTlng Lord, .. ,,

'^i^.if7j*u>>ft^^ <:'J We ehaU not continue long.
,'' f '.-'dH

"

Hb., 96 'M'f.X '?-,•;.• >-^"!
''

"""tii^'
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HOW FBAKCJS EXPERIENCED RELIQIQK.

_.ii«J;";^'l

' "Frances has been, for some time, seeking tlio

Lord ; and why she does not find salvation., I la not

know." '^''

' So said an affectionate, pious aunt, as sha introduced

me to her interesting niece.

" Frances, do you believe that Jesus bore all your

sins in his own body on the tree ? " I asked, i > ' .«.f ffu

v

The dear girl pensively replied, " I do." .fir

" Then why may you not see all your sins on Jesus

laid? If Chmf has really borne all your sins in his

own body, then it is not his will that you should bear

them any longer. 'Behold the Lamb of God that

taketh away the sin of the world 1
' Now look to him,

and, since Christ has paid your debt, why not reckon

yourself free
?
" .,'r^:. •.--"

*'iff'^«->*r
* -;

And thus we reasoned ; but still Frances was sad

And still I pressed the question, ^i^^v/

"Do you, indeed, believe 'iM Tesus paid your

debt?' •- '" •,S';:-'ri' 'r:""''*?;' it-

The mind of Frances assented to the truth ; but still

in heart she did not believe. ^fj 4 ? •, '^^i ?;%4it !»" -

" Suppose, Frances, you had contracted a large debt

in this village, and you were greatly distressed on ac-

re jjit of it, having nothing wherewith to pay. You
iiave a d^zt friend living at a distance, in whom you
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have groat confidence, who loves you Nearly. This

friend, hearing of your distress, sends you a letter, say-

ing, * Distress yourself no longer, Frances, I have paid

that debt.' You know what has been his lovt* towards

you, and he hns never given you reason to distrust his

word, and you know, also, that he is abundantly able ;

what would you do under such circumstances ?
"

" I would reckon myself free from that debt."

"Well, would you not feel it your duty to thank

your friend for having paid the debt? or would you

wait till you felt some impelling influence r^^nstraining

you to do it ?
"

Here a smile lightened Frances' face, and si e said,

"' •*! would surely thank him, because I ought ro do it."

'' "You say Jesus has paid your debt—^bome dl your

sins in his own body on the tree ; and have you thanked

him for having done this for you ?
"

Frances seemed ashamed at the thought that b le had

been so ungraieful ; and, though she did not soem to

think of getting into the enjoyment of religion just

then, yet she saw that she had treated her loving S;; vior,

who had died for her, as she would not have treats d an

earthly friend, and, though she felt no impelling i: .flu-

ence constraining her to praise her Savior, she began

" I thank thee, O, my Savior, that thou hast borne all

my sins in thy own body on the tree. Thou hast paid ray

debt. I do thank thee ; I will praise thee. Glory De

to Jesus, my Savior
! " And thus she continued ^u

most joyful strains, rejoicing in Jesus her Savior.
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Could not Bleep for joy. Tho President'R inTittttlon.

The next morning she entered the room with a

heavenly radiance beaming in her face. She told us she

had been so happy all night, that she had slept but lit-

tle ; her heart had been so overjoyed and absorbed in

praise and love to Jesus, who had paid her debt.

" BelloTo that Jeau a died for thee

;

And, sare aa he hath died,

Thy debt ia paid, thy aoul it free,

And thou art Jiutiflod."

«*»«

"I htCi mmx U ht mUt Inhapj^ Sfu-dag/'

If it were known that the greatest feast ever given

was announced, under the auspices of the President of

the United States, to come off at a very early date, at

the capitol at Washington, and a special invitation were

given to you to be present, how would the reception of

this invitation affect you ? Would not the thought of it

incite pleasurable emotions, and would you not, as you

read it over and over again, feel yourself signally hon-

ored in having thus received a special invitation to par-

take of the hospitalities of the chief magistrate of your

country? You would not be ashamed to let your

friends know that you had received such an invitation,

would you? But, shall I say it? I hesitate— yet it

is an astoundinur feet, sinners think less of the Sodk eter-
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Fearfdl lack of appreciation. Strangu roBponiie to an inTltation. "Come now."

nal, invisible, the blessed and only Potentate of heaven

and earth, than they do of the President of the United

States. My heart feels sad at the recollection ; but it is

a fearful fact, which I have seen demonstrated within

the past two hours. I went to the King of kings, and

implored his gracious majesty for his Son's sake, and in

view of the ample provisions of the gospel, to permit

me to extend an invitation to a rebellious, perishing sin-

ner. I received permission, and was it not, indeed,

wonderful condescension ? Gladly did I go directly from

the throne of grace, and I carried the invitation directly

from the God of heaven to that sinner. And how do

you think she received it ? " I don't mean to be made

unhappy to-day," she exclaimed.

The God of heaven has made a feast. The provision

has been purchased at an infinite expenditure. He
sends an invitation to every sinner, and appoints the

time when he shall come. The invitation is already

gone forth, '* Come, for all things are uow ready." Let

me affectionately ask you, how do you feel on the recep-

tion of the invitation ? Do you feel that it is infinite

condescension that the master of the feast should invite

you ? . Does joy spring up in your heart, that you have

been thus signally honored? As you read over the

invitation with earnest inspection, and observe that it

says, " Come now," does your heart quickly respond,

" I come ! O, Lord, I come ! Gladly do I renounce my
sins, and the honors of the world, and immediately will

I forsake all, and follow thee "? So did the early dis-

ciples. And when, in answer to the iuvitatiou, they
26'
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came, how long did it take to receive them ? But sup-

pose, in answer to the invitation, they had said, " Lord,

1 perceive the invitation reads, * Come now !
* yet I

eannot come now ! I have certain worldly pleasures in

contemplation at present, which I prefer rather than the

enjoyment of thy favor. I will keep the invitation on

hand, and, when I get wearied with earthly enjoyments,

and feel like accepting the invitation, I will come, trust-

ing in thy clemency to pardon my long-continued and

insulting rejection of thy favor. I well know that, in

thus refusing the invitation, I provoke thy majesty, and

I also know that I cannot have forgiveness unless I

repent bitterly of these provocations ; but, after I have

provoked thee till some such time as I get ready to

accept the invitation, I then intend to repent, and be

. truly and heartily sorry !
" Sinner, do you know that

repentance, just as truly as is the remission of sins, is

a gift from God, and that you cannot any more repent

than you can create a world, unless God gives you the

gift of repentance ? Do you remember the fearful case

of one who found no place for repentance, though he

sought it carefully with tears ? O, repent, while yoii

may j fly to Christ now, who is exalted a Prince and a

Savior, to give repentance unto Israel and remission of

sins. ,

" Now God Invltos; how blest the day

!

"'. How sweet the gospel'sjoyM sound! ',f

Oome, sinner, baste, haste away,

While yet a pardoning God is found."

r:\ 'K
•*i

'
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I FEAR that my dear friend has been hindered,

in his Christian course, by an undue attention to tech-

nicalities in theology. The Bible is a wonderfully sim-

ple book ; and, if you had taken the simple word of

God as the man of your counsel, instead of raking the

opinions of men in regard to that word, you might have

been a more enlightened, simple, happy and useful

Christian. Forgive my plainness of speech. I know

you want me to do you good ; and the most hopeful

way of attempting this will be, to express the honest

convictions of my heart. If Cjuvosso had thought it

needful to wade through as many theological works, in

order to find out what the Bible means by the witness

of the Spirit, as you have done, the history of his sim-

ple, matter-of-fact sayings and doings had never blessed

the world. It was enough for him to know that the

God of the Bible had said, " He that belicveth hath the

witness in himself." He was a plain, simple man, and

had not time, nor inclination, to put himself in the way

of getting entangled in the fine-spun webs of theologi-

cal discussionists. And, while these well-meaning men

and popular divines were weaving fabrics for the nicer

sort of people, he went to ttie naked word, which is able

to make wise the simple, and, conscious that he had the

Spirit testifying with his own spirit, and speaking forth

from his abundant heart-experiences, the Spirit dwell-

ing in his heart madp the simple truths he uttered
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mighty. Hundreds, through his agency, believed

;

and, as ever, the Holy Spirit, true to its office on the

heart, testified of the work wrought. And that humble,

laborious servant of Christ is receiving a crown that the

most profound theologian might not be ashamed to own.

Surely, he will have many stars. Would that you and

I may liave as bright a crown !
• The day of eternity

will reveal that it will not be the greatest adept in hair-

splitting theology that will be accounted the wisest man,

and have the brightest crown, but he that winneth souls.

Get souls fairly won over to Christ, and then get them

to look believingly to Jesus, and the Holy Spirit,

through whose power the work has been done, will not

fail to testify to its own operations eveiy step of the

way in the process of the sinner's salvation. I speak

from experience. I was, for years, hindered in spiritual

progress by theological hair-splittings and technicalities,

and it was not until I resolved to let all these things

alone, and take the simple, naked word of God, and

conform my life wholly to its precepts, though I might

have an experience unlike every one in the world beside,

that the steady light of truth beamed upon my heart.

I had, before this, thought the subject of faith exceed-

ingly intricate. But, now, all difficulties vanished.

O, bow I wondered at my former stupidity

!

I had read doctrinal treatises on faith; every thing

within my reach, my heai-t had grasped after ; but, now,

to my surprise, I found that I had, all the time, been

overlooking its simplicity. Faith, I saw, was simply

taking God at his word ; not some mystical sound that
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was to burst upon my spirit's ear, confounding my
senses ; but the plain, written word of God, applied to

my heart through the same power, and by the same

inspirations, by which it was written : that is, holy men
of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

Consequently, the voice of the Scriptures is the voice

of the Holy Ghost. In hearing God speak through this

medium, through which holy men spake as moved by

the Holy Ghost, I hear God speak as verily as though I

heard him speak from the heavens in a voice louder

than ten thousand thunders. In intellect, I had always

believed, in common with the Christian world, that the

Bible was, (what I had always termed it,) the Word of

Ood. Now, I saw I had only in heart to carry out my
principles. Faith, now, to me looked like the easiest

thing in the world. Believe, and be saved ! To doubt,

when God had spoken, looked strangely presumptuous.

I saw how greatly I had dishonored God by doubting

his word ; that I had been sinning after the similitude

of the ancient Jews in requiring signs and wonders

—

something beside the word of God ; and I resolved that

never again should my Savior say to his erring child,

" Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe."

My purpose was fixed, that I would sooner die than

doubt. I did believe with my heart ; and, while with

my mouth giving God the glory of my salvation, salva-

tion flowed, in such copious measures, into my soul, that

I seemed lost and swallowed up in the ocean of infinite

love. Christ was All in All. Entire and conscious

identification of interest with the Redeemer's kinsrdom
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became a reality. I had no separate motives or desires^

to gratify, but every particle of my being seemed laid

under contribution to glorify God and joyfully acknowlr

edged the sanctifiying seal, while the Spirit attested

with my spirit most assuringly that,the triune God had

come to his human temple—had taken full possession

of my heart, and now reigned unrivalled.
'*>,u > .» -.ur.

And how could such a work as this have been

wrought, but through the direct agency of the Holy

Spirit ? Did you or I ever have the least consciousness

of salvation through Christ, either in a higher or lower

degree, other than as this consciousness has been

inwrought by the power of the Holy Spirit ? It is not

the work of the Spirit to take off the attentions of the

soul from the Savior, and the facts of salvation to curi-

ous and absorbing questionings about the manner of his

own working. No ; this is not the work of the Holy

Spirit. Noiseless, and hallowing, yet penetrating and

powerful as the viewless wind, he comes to the heart of

man as sent in answer to the pleadings of a risen Savior.

** He shall not speak of himself, " says the glorified

Redeemer, but whatsoever he shall hear that shall he

speak. ** He shall glorify me ; for he shall receive of

mine, and show it unto you." The Spirit sanctifies by

leadmg us into all truth. The Holy Spirit is our sym-

pathizing and Almighty Helper. He "helpeth our

infirmities," and reveals our Savior. "While we attend

to these holy revealings, and believingly venture on

the Savior for salvation, we honor the Spirit, and \h«}

Spirit itself testifies with our spirit of the faithfulness of

our Redeemer.
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** And both the wItncBMS are Joined,

The Spirit of Ood with oon."

O, my dear brother, if you only had clear and truth-

ful apprehensions of what have in fact been the work-

ings of the Holy Spirit on your heart, from your early

existence to the present hour, you would be filled with

amazement. When you breathed that first infant prayer

to Heaven, it was the Spirit that inspired it, and helped

your infant infirmities, as you would fain have lisped it

in the ear of God ! To every minute act of your life, from

life's early hour to this, the Spirit has been witness. In

all your various provocations, the Spirit has been grieved.

But O, the love of the Spirit ! Though so often grieved,

he has not taken his departure, but is still with you.

Though he may not testify of himself, yet your heart

may be assured of tis inworkings, by those views you

have of the Savior, as every way adapted to your neces-

sities. You could not get a glimpse of the Savior, no,

not for one moment, only as the Spirit reveals him.

"When the Savior says, "Look unto me and be ye

saved," it is the Spirit that silently and earnestly urges

you to rely on the word of your Savior, assuring you

that he cannot be unfaithful. And when you do thus

fully rely on his word, it is the Spirit that waits to

assure you that the Savior does receive you.

i

*< To apply the witness with the blood,

And sign and seal the sons of God."

*' 0, my dear brother, I wish I could tell you what a

divine experimental realization I continually have of
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Jesus* saving, cleansing power. I should love to tell

you how the Spirit takes of the things of God, and

reveals them unto me. I should love to tell you just

how consciously and abidingly I realize that " He that

believeth hath the witness in himself." I should love

to tell you how my heart apprehends the Scriptures as

the lively oracles, and not a dead letter, but spirit and

life. O, I would love to be a living epistle, and speak,

to a congregated world, of the excellency of God's

wordl I would love to tell that the Scriptures are

living truth, and the voice of the Spirit ; and that " He
that believeth hath the witness in himself."

"•^i r---
.. . : .^. ... i. j! '/S- ,4:-j.\4vr

i^i--'^i
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,«,,-,-. ;,, , .>!^VAfe 1-'fu^l

cjfjii^stv ..;;v ,'? :4.i''"v , „^
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* t ;» fr fj fiVi;..?)! I- ^^3'* »ii.T;' ^^"Hii^

^m m«c 4»Hlwr.

Said a deeply devoted congregational minister, in our

social meeting yesterday afternoon, " I have long had

the stake placed here ; I will never leave off praying !

However much I may be tempted, or perplexed by

diversified trials, never will I leave off praying. Here

I have placed the stake. Satan shall not drivo me from

my knees !
" This, surely, is well ; but my own mind

was deeply impressed with the importance of suggesting

that the stake be placed farther up the hill of spiritual
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^ At a subsequent part of the meeting, I rose, and asked

if every one in those crowded rooms, however diversified

in experience, would not, then and there, make an

effort through grace to place the stake a little farther on,

and at this distinct point. * A perfect and entire yield-

ing up of all to Christ, an entire trust in Christ, and

a continuous reliance on Christ, for all needed grace

under every diversity of circumstance or experience.*

Never will the best, or most experienced Christian on

earth get to a point in his earthly career where he will

not every moment need salvatiori ; and there is not a

point, however peculiar in circumstance or experience,

where he may not have salvation, if he will only place

the stake at this point—* A present, continuous trust in

Christ.' ...._ .^.^..„-4^^..:..-

If we never did save ourselves for one moment, and

never can save ourselves, and Christ alone can do the

work, why can he not now do the work just as well as

at any future moment ? Why can he not, at this and

every moment all along through life, save with a pres-

ent and full salvation, if we will only trust in him ?

And is not this the duty of the present moment, the

present performance of which is not left optional with

ourselves ? And does not God require that we should

just now put the stake here, resolved through grace that

it shall never be removed ?

Cannot Christ save as effectually in five minutes as in

five hours, or five years ? Did he not say, " All things

are possible to him that believeth" ? Did it make any

difference whether Lazarus had been dead four days, or

27
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four years, in view of the fact that it -wob the Almighty

Savior that was to raise him up ? But how evidently it

was the design of Jesus to call forth, to the honor of

hia own name, an acknowledgment of Martha's faith

and trust ! * Thy brother shall rise again I ' * Whosoever

liveth and believeth on me shall never die 1 Believest

thou this ? * * Yea, Lord, I believe,' says Martha. And
who will dare to doubt that, in the moment when he shall

trust in Christ, for a resurrection from b life of sin to a

life of holiness, the Almighty Savior will be his Savior,

jEUid that he will cortinue to save him so long as there

ii jR reliance on him for it ?

5%.

»i '..^
di 'v::^'

'But la It possible thftii I

Sboold Uto andrln no more?

Lo?d, if on tbee I dare rely,

Tbe faitb tball bHng tbe power.'

If the mark of our high calling of God in Christ

Jesus is holiness, then we cannot place the stake at any

lower point. We must come up to this mark, and con-

tinue in this way, or we are living below the zero point

on heaven's thermometer.

( A-- ./ . I I aiai

.• itc, "•4;.-

S(te S^tos mxH ih lorkt-iook
;*« ,^-^<"l'->#»Ttt' ttt-.- V '..

Who put his hand into that good man's pocket, and

purloined his pocket-book, as a little company of Im-

manuel's army were starting on their way to win spoils
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I con-

fer Christ ? It was the incog. Do you ask how he did

it, in order that you may be secured from depredations

of this sort ? Of this, I cannot well inform you j but I

may tell you something of the way to make gain out of

our incog's depredations. Here are some friends of

yours who met with just such a disaster ; but such a

loser in the affair was the incog, that he has never at-

tempted to perpetrate any thing of the sort upon them

since. w , ,
.,,. .

< :. . . .<,i .. '-r.;...' sm t^ftii

^4- The little company had just stepped on board of

a crowded steamer. One, accompanied by his wife,

had just left the captain's office after having paid his

fare, when lo ! the needful pocket-book was missing

!

No alternative, but that of returning, seemed left.

" Now," said the incog, assuming the guise of the con-

sistent reasoner, " you say, * All things work together

for good.' What possible sort of good is going to come

of this ? If that fifty dollars had accidentally fallen

from the pocket of its possessor, it might have dropped

into the hands of some poor, necessitous person, where

you might have had the satisfaction of feeling that it

had done some good. But the money, having falien into

the hands of desperadoes, will only be consumed in riot

and wrong. And is not this also enough to assure

you that it is not in the order of God, that you should

go on this mission ?

"

Just at this moment others of the party arrived, when

the missing pocket-book, and the consequent deficit of

needful funds for the tour, were the theme of converse.

Said one, who had some knowledge of tactics in the art
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of heavenly warfare, fearful that Satan might manage to

bring about his contemplated victory, <'This is the

way Satan manages, if he thinks the Lord is going to

work ; then he gets up something to withstand the

order of God." From that moment it was resolved

that the incog should have more than a defeat, and even

that capital should be made out of his depredations. It

was soon found that money might be borrowed, and the

journey prosecuted.

Said one of the party, from whom the pocket-book

had been stolen, " One soul outweighs the universe

!

What are fifty dollars compared with the salvation of one

soul ? If one soul were unsaved at the farthest verge

of the universe, and it would take every man, woman
and child in America to go to the rescue of that soul, it

would be an expedition well worthy the enterprise, in

view of the estimate that the Savior has placed upon the

soul. And now, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, and

through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, Satan shall

be the loser by this stratagem."

Trusting for wisdom in him, who "teacheth our

hands to war, and our fingers to fight," she from that

moment began to devise new and more enlarged plans

by which to win souls to Christ. She had accustomed

herself to the practice of being *'ia season and out of

season," but now she devised expedients by which she

might become more peculiarly so.

Many an opportunity did she make, during that tour,

which the uninitiated in the art of soul-saving might

not have thought o£. Noiseless, yet sometimes well-nigh
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idcviewless as the still wind, would she get aside from

observation, and penetrate into little unlooked-for nooks,

and, ui een by the multitude, labor with some poor

boatman, or straggling stranger ; and often did she wit-

ness the falling tear and the newly-formed resolve. We
do not doubt but more than one soul was induced to

turn to the Lord, through these unobserved out-of-the-

way efforts.

But there was one occasion of marked interest during

the tour, which made the defect, to the eye of God,

angels and men, openly certain. It was towards even-

ing of an eventful day. Through well-nigh an excess of

labor amid the multitude, and in private, nature had be-

come exceedingly weary. A portion of God*8 sacramen-

tal hosts, having encamped in a grove sacred to divine

service, were about closing up the afternoon meeting.

It was one of those peculiar pauses, when, in act, and in

look, each one seems to say, that the battle for the time

is finished. For nature cannot endure ceaseless warfare,

neither is she called to it. It was at such a pause, that

the thought of the abstracted pocket-book recurred with

force to her mind, and she began to desire now to be

avenged of her adversary. Immediately it was sug-

gested, "Now make a definite effort to win a soul to

Christ. Present, definitely and concisely, to this multi-

tude the conditions of discipleship ; just the terms upon

which Christ promises now to receive the sinner.

The exercises of the meeting would have closed, but

she prolonged them by rising, and said, " Christ is now

calling disciples. He is calling some one on this ground
07a
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now. I will tell you the conditions of discipleship, and

then ask you, in the name of the Lord, whether you

will comply with the terms. She then, pointing to the

cross, gave a concise exposition of the way to come to

Jeisus ; said that neither tears, nor the length of time

spent in seeking, would merit acceptance ; but that

Christ could accept and save in half an hour just as

well as in half a century, if there was only a full and

unconditional compliance with the terms. She then

asked, in a most emphatic manner, ** Who, in the name

of the Lord, will come now and comply with the condi-

tions?"

She had scarcely finished speaking, wher. some zeal-

ous friends came, leading forward a fine, able-bodied

young man, whose spirit seemed deeply bowed in peni-

tence. They brought him to the person who had pro-

posed the inquiry, exclaiming, as they presented him,

** Here, Mrs. > this young man says, he will comply

with the conditions !
'* The young man was the son of

a pious mother, and was not wholly uninstructed in the

way of life. He looked as though he might make a

noble champion on the walls of Zion. He ought to

have been a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ long

before, but never, till this hour, did he decide to take

upon himself the cross of Christ. But now he complied

with the conditions, and came penitently kneeling at the

feet of Jesus. And how long do you think it took

Jesus to receive him ? Surely, not longer than it took

him in ancient time to receive a disciple. Do not think

we deal too much in rapid conversions, if we tall you
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that, in. less than an hour, he was rejoicing in conscious

acceptance.

And now was not our incog the loser ? Never after-

wards did he love to have the missing pocket-book men-

tioned, for the very recollection was associated with

triumph and victory.

g0 not jprflfm b^ore gott gdier^.

I HAVE greatly desired that you should hold fast the

beginning of your confidence steadfast unto the end.

Unless I mistake your position, you have come to a point

where a profession of your faith may, in the order of

God, be the next step. Of course, I do not wish you to

profess any thing that your heart does not most conscien-

tiously believe, I would rather that you most thoroughly

examine the foundation of your faith, so that you may

be always " ready to give an answer to every man that

asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meek-

ness and fear." If you fulfil the condition upon which

God promises the grace of entire sanctification, then, by

the word of the immutable Jehovah, you are furnished

with reasons which may not be controverted, why you

should be established in the faith that he now fulfils his

promises to vou.
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" This is the will of God, even your sancti£cation.*'

In obedience to the will of God, you now, through the

power of the Spirit, set yourself apart wholly for God j

or, in other words, you now, through the power of the

Spirit,.sanctify yourself. By the mercies of God, you

have been constrained to present yourself a living sacri-

fice. Yes, you have been made a priest unto God to

offer up spiritual sacrifices. And upon wliat altar do

you thus, by the power of God, present yourself? Not

upon the altar of those who serve the tabernacle ; for

that, though at first ordained to be an altar moat holy, has;

long since, by the will of God, been taken away.

Christ himself has taken it away. " He taketh away,'

the Jirst" and what for ? " That he may establish the

.

second." And where is the second to be found ? Christ,

answers, "For their sakes I sanctify myself." As
though he said, " That altar of which, in former time,

^

it was said, Thou shalt cleanse the altar when thou,,

hast made an atonement for it, and thou shalt anoint it

to sanctify it ; seven days shalt thou make an atonement

for the altar, and sanctify it, and it^shall be an altar most

holy ; whatsoever toucheth the altar shall be holy,"—

this altar, which, by the will of my Father, was or-

dained to be an altar so holy that whatsoever was laid

upon it was sanctified, I now take away. And " for

their sakes," that is, for the reception of the offerings

of my people, I set myself apart ; or, in other words,

I sanctify myself for the reception of the sacrifices of

my people. And now we are sanctified through the

offering of the body of Christ." Here is the altar, of
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which they who serve the tabernacle have no right to

eat. ** He establisheth the second "—^glory be to God in

the highest I You, my brother, have found the Chris-

tian 'a ALTAR. Not only have you found the altar, but

already you say that you have laid your sacrifice upon it.

If whatsoever touched the Jirst altar v/as, by its hallow-

ing touch, sanctified, what shall we say of the second ?

"If the blood of bulls and goats, and the ashes of a

heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purify-

ing of the flesh, how much more shall the blood of

Christ, who, through the eternal Spirit, offered himself

without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead

works to serve the living God !
" And now, my brother,

do you say that you present your body a living (that is,

a continual,) sacrifice, and yet, would you dare to say,

that you do not, in heart, believe that the offering is holy,

acceptable ? How presumptuous to doubt a truth so evi-

dent! The Faithful and True hath said it, and,

surely, you are not at liberty to say whether you will

believe it. What temerity to doubt it

!

Do you, indeed, present the sacrifice ? Now, brother,

let this matter be forever decided. I entreat that the

decision be made before you lay this book aside. In

coming to this decision, you certainly have no new

vows to make, in order to bind yourself to the most

absolute, unreserved, and perpetual surrender to God.

Already have you lifted your head to God, and yovt

cannot go back. Not to recognize these vows now, and

knowingly to present something less than an entire sac-

rifice* would leave you in a state of condemnation.
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How can you be justified before God, if you do not

respond to eveiy known call of duty t " To him that

knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.'*

Doubtless you are still enabled to say truthfully, I do

indeed, through the aid of almighty grace, present all to

God through Christ. That the blood of Jesus cleanseth

from all unrighteousness, is an express declaration of

the word of God, a truth to be believed, and, therefore,

sinful to doubt. It is thi'ough the blood of Christ, that

we enter into the holiest. If you present yourself

wholly through Christ now, you are commanded to

' believe now i for " the blood of Jesus cleanseth from all

sin " ; and you cannot doubt without sin

—

" He that

believeth not maketh God a liax"l What an awful

alternative I

If your faith was to depend on your variable feelings,

instead of the *vord of God, the hope of' being without

variablenes would be small. But can you not make up

your mind to believe God irrespective of your feelings ?

In the name of the Lord, I ask whether you will not

now resolve to live a life offaith ; for it is written,

«* The just shall live byfaith" Say now, with the poet,

W^ >^' .M&

•;* *'ff:iff'<:

*' Through unbelief I ataggor not,

For God hath spoke the word."

: :S44*<i,i: , *.-?; t-^f.fi- >*,';?*;'

Over and again have you lifted your hand to God in

regard to this duty of believing. " I will now trust in

thee as my present Savior from all sin," you have said,

while the recording angel stood and noted down the

vow froiii your lips. The fruit of faith was soon
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enjoyed. The peace of God, the precious legacy left by

Jesus to his disciples, was given you. But you do not

seem quite satisfied with this, and because your eager

cravings for something more are not met, I fear you are

in danger of sinning after the similitude of those ancient

ones who, while they were miraculously fed with bread

directly from heaven, dared to say, " Our soul loatheth

this light food." Do not forget that God says, " If any

man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him."

I trust you still believe with your heart ; if so, the duty

of professing your faith is as plain as the Bible can make

it. But I need not repeat that io confess with your

mouth be/ore you believe in your heart, is reversing* the

order of God, and palpably wrong. And now, brother,

resolutely believe, and then " hold fast the profession of

our faith, (not feelings,) without wavering, for he is faith*

ful that promised."- '"t***«:
'#'**""•'<

''^f"*'^ ft »'^^»»:'>^*»0^»-*AM#tfS|jr'

^||43fe;!!^.' #,.^j; t^^ li-^^i^-^.. f^':ii ,^mk -Mf- '-^^^m^-^^m

, % Bm d^tetfc m Sisht |rmd^lu».
m»

And how do those who have received full salvation

endure? Are they faithful witnesses for Jesus?

Definite blessings always require definite acknowledg-

ments. " Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord." You

have commenced a new church, and I do not doubt but

that holiness, m its distinct utterances, shall be the

-:ia
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acknowledged impulse, from which it shall rise, and

gather strong and imperishable influences, so that it

shall be in ever-during remembrance before God, from

the fact that this and that man were born there. This, as

Mr. Wesley says, is the Methodist testimony. To the

degree this is observed. Methodism prospers ; where it

is not observed, Methodism does not prosper. To my
mind it is seemly that Mr. , and those other good

friends, of various denominations, who have so kindly

and largely assisted in rearing a Methodist Church,

should see an exemplification of this, th^ distinguishing

doctrine of Methodism, in the lives and from the lips

of' those who compose the membership of this new

church. We of course cannot present in our lives, what

we have not experimentally apprehended in our hearts.

Yet what we believe in our hearts, must be confessed

with our lips, for, " With the heart man believeth unto

righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made

unto salvation." The order of God must be obeyed, or

the salvation cannot be attained or retained.

By a due attention to the doctrine and experience of

this gra"«, God will be glorified. Holiness has its

beauties. It captivates, and, by a sweet, winning, yet

all-powerful persuasiveness, brings ove: to its ranks the

truly good, of whatever name or denomination. It is a

doctrine of the Bible, and not merely the doctrine of a

sect, as some imagine. Uzziah was signally reproved

for steadying the irk. The Lord would not have up

unduly careful in guarding this doctrine from the obser-

vations of other r'enominations. It is just what they
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haVe a right to expect of us, and;, if they do not bee the

various exemplifications of this grace in our lives, and

hear corresponding testimonies from our lips, they have

a right to regard us as inconsistent with our profession

of belief and views of privilege. But, 0, the power

of inward :\nd outward holiness! It makes an indi-

vidual just what God, in redeeming us, designed we
should be,—so unselfish, so lovely, and so mighty

through the Spirit. And now, as the first-fruits of

holiness, the Lord has given you several young con-

verts. Do you remember just how the germ was thrown

in ?— the sister that received the blessing of holiness,

and then the speedy conversion of her husband ? "Well,

then, we will thank God that it is not a forty years'

journey from Egypt to Canaan. The young converts

which the Lord has committed to the guardianship of

your young church, may be holy, and should at once

be directed to seek earnestly for this attainment.

H

:'^# W^

" I ii>n1 idim in iolittm/*

Said a young man who was a lawyer, and whose pro-

pensities seemed ever inclining him to go £:om cause to

efifect, " Mother, I don't believe in holiness."

28
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" Don't believe in holiness 1 " exclaimed the pious

mother ;
** why, my son, what do you mean ?

"

" I mean just what I say, mother ; I do not believe in

holiness."

" You believe the Bible," said the astonished mother,

*' and you know, my son, the Bible speaks of holiness.

Surely, you believe the Bible ?

"

"Yes, mother, I believe the Bible, but I do not

believe in holiness."

. " Why, my son, what do you mean ?

"

.^** I will tell you, mother, just what I mean. Ever

since I can remember, you have been praying for holi-

ness ; and if there were any such thing as holiness to

be attained, I am sure you would have had it long

before now ; and, therefore, I do not believe that there

is any such thing as holiness."

We will not attempt to describe the amazement of

that mother. From the earliest infancy of her son, she

had set him apart for the service of the sanctuary. And
her highest hopes would have been answered if he, in

early life, might have answered to the call of God as did

Samuel. But she had seen his fine intellect maturing

in strength, clear and penetrating as a sunbeam, quick

to detect error, and strong to attract, and concentrate

others under its influence, yet not inclining him to dis-

cern the right way of the Lord, nor to lead others into

it. And now to hear him express his scepticism in

relation to one of the cardinal doctrines of the Bible,

and to know that her own Mlure in coming up to the

Christian standard had been made the occasion of these
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On the ensuing class-afternoon, she hastened to the

class-room, and unburdened her heavy heert to her

class-leader. Her leader was one who professed to

enjoy the blessed consciousness that the blood of Christ

cleanseth from all sin ; and, after this dear mother rela-

ted the foregoing conversation, she felt deeply for her

class-member.

But she did not try to make less poignant the keen

conviction of the Holy Spirit, of the necessity of pres-

ent holiness which, by this occurrence, had been

wrought in her heart. Her class-leader admitted that

the occurrence was calculated to reprove seriously, and

admonished her to set about seeking the witness of the

blessing at once—assuring her that the blessing had

already been purchased for her. When Christ bowed

his head upon the cross, and said, " It is finished,'* then

salvation from all sin, a redemption from all iniquity^,

was wrought out ; and how the blessing, as it had been

purchased for her, was already hers, in case she com-

plied with the condition upon which it was offered.

This reproved mother found, on surveying what had

been her position for years, that the Holy Spirit had

induced a willingness to be holy ; she also saw that, by

the Spirit's aid, she had been enabled to consecrate her-

self; but the difficulty with her had been, that, after

she had consecrated herself, she did not take the next

step in the purifying process, and believe that God at

that moment accepted the consecration. She saw that,

during all these years, she might have believed ; that

the Holy Spirit had brought her to the point where it
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was not left optional with herself, whether she would

believe, but where the command met her, " This is the

command of God, that ye believe ;" and that her refusing

to believe on the authority of God's word, without signs

or wonders, had greatly grieved the Holy Spirit, and

brought upon her the merited rebuke. What she had

been wanting was the witness first before believing.

But now she saw that the witness came through believ-

ing, not antecedently—" He that believeth hath the

witness in himself." She had often united in the

words:

—

" I cannot vath my heart,

But by belleTing the« ;
'• w

4

....Tj,

and, had she acted on the principle involved in the

words, she might long before have been cleansed from

all filthiness of the flesh and spirit—sanctified through

the belief of the truth. But now she brought it to a

point to believe at once, irrespective of emotion
j

resolved that she would not grieve the Spirit by per-

mitting her views of the faithfulness of God to depend

upon her uncertain emotions. She did believe, and,

since that time, she has been a faithful witness of the

power of Christ to save from all sin. 4.*^ii«^t%*..*^| ;.

Conversion of sinners and sanctification op believers.

^ Some might be disposed to dispute the point with us,

were we to venture an opinion that this son might have

been, perhaps, sooner converted if this mother had

sooner received the full baptism of the Holy Ghost.

We will not ss 7 so, but will remind those who would

-?•:/-, -r--.-. ':;->'.. ':"" -J^ •

' »S2" 4*- ;
' -
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question, that the eafly disciples received far greater

power after they received the full baptism of the Holy

Ghost. And it is written, " Judgment must begin at

the house of God." We have known very marked

cases Other than the one we are just now about to pre-

sent, where the conversion of dear ones, though long

prayed for, .vas delayed till after the pleader had receiv-

ed that power from on high which the full baptism of

the Spirit brings. But we will tell how it was in this

case, and then, if the patience of the reader holds out,

we may mention other corroborative cases. ***«?»"*• "

Before this mother, and her friend, the class-leader,

had left the class-room, they resolved to*unite in pray-

ing that the Lord would convert the son. "He is,

indeed, too bright a sinner for Satan to have ; and so

well does he understand Christian obligation, that I

think he would make a hiight, useful Christian, if

only thoroughly converted," said the class-leader j

and farther observed, " Let us pray that the Lord

will convert and make a minister of him, if it be his

will." The plan was agreed upon, and the friends

parted, j., w* ^<ii!T..ii j

It was but a short time afterwards that the soft return-

ed, after having spent the Sabbath with a brother-in-law,

a short distance in the countiy. That Sabbath had been,

with the mother, a day of more than ordinary trial from

the buffetings of the adversary. " He has gone from urt-

der ministrations, which would be likely to be service-

able to him, to mingle with society which may dissipate

from his mind awakening influences, if hb has any.
>t

%<
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So said the tempter, and the day was spent amid con-

flict ; yet faith, though assailed, did not yield.

" Mother, what could I tell you that would give you

the most pleasure ? " said the son on the following day,

as he approached his mother, with his face beaming with

smiles.

" My son, you need not ask rae ; you know that you

could not give your mother greater pleasure than

by telling her that you had given your heart to the

y Lord."

*
^
"Well, mother, that is just what I have been doing."

**^^ The astonished mother could hardly believe for very

'* joy, when the* son thus narrated the circumstances of his

conversion.

* On the morning of the day previous, he he^rd a ser-

*' mon on the importance of decision. It was not the

novelty of the truths uttered that arrested attention;

but it was the Spirit in answer to the prayer of faith

that gave edge to the truth. Yes, it was the swora of

j the Spirit that penetrated ; and he now saw that the

' time had come when he must either decide for God, or

lose his soul. If he viecided for God, he felt that he

must pi'each the gospel. And here was a struggle

between his own will and what he believed to be a

* divine requirement. He loved the practice of law,

and saw preferment before him. But, to hold out

against what he believed to be the will of God, he felt

would be to lose his soul. He counted the cost, and

1

decided for God.

The day of the Lord is near in the valley of decis-
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.riplM!' As he made the decision, he took a step nearer

to God. « Draw nigh unto God, and he will draw

nigh unto you/' was exemplified in his experience, as is

. ever the case with every sinner. He now saw himself

to be a sinner—and mch a sinner I He struggled on till

night, every moment his burden becoming yet more intol-

erable. Ho retired. But so great was the load on his

heart that sleep was not to be thought of. His brother-

in-law, who holds the office of judge in one of our city

courts, being probably the only one in the house who
could sympathize, our friend rose in the middle of the

night, and went to his room, and asked if he would rise

and pray for him. The judge could not refuse, but, per-

haps, would have been more at home on the bench try-

ing a criminal. But he rose, and wept, and prayed with

the penitent, till the Savior manifested himself to take

away sin, ai>d the redeemed, saved sinner could exclaim.

anet " H7 dungeon shook, my noal wm free

;

I row, went forth, and followed the*."

And thus was the happy tale told, and son and

mother went en their way rejoicing.

de^s-

THB CONVERSION OF A HTJ8HVND DEIAYED.

And now let me tell of a wife who was one of my
dearest friends. Thirteen years had she been wedded to

one who had never given his heart's best affections to the

Savior. Often did she pray and agonize for his conver-

sion, 9nd well-nigh as often had it been suggested to her

iftmd,, 'VG,^t .the full baptisfli, of t}je Holy Ghost, and
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the Lord will convert your husband." She did not

mean to be disobedient to the voice of the Spirit ; yet,

without scarcely intending to do so, she did slight its

influences. " And what can that have to do with the

conversion of my husband ? " was the thought with

which she turned aside the Spirit's urgings.

She had long believed that she would be more meful

if she enjoyed that blessing, and had left the denomina-

tion to which she attached herself on first commencing

her religious career, in order to unite with a people who

believed this blessing attainable. Yet, though she had

so long known of her high and holy calling, and desired

thp grace, yet she never once brought her mind to the

decision, " I will hsive the blessing, and have it nowt*

till hearing a minister from the sacred desk say,

" Not only from this blessed Bible do I proclaim this

blessing as your privilege, but from my heart do I pro-

claim it ; for I feel that I have it all here !
*' That

moment, she resolved that she would have it, and, in

a few hours, she was rejoicing in possession of the

grace. It is not written, " If any man intends if) do the

will of God, he shall knoAV of the doctrine ;
" but,

** If any man will do the will of God, he shall know of

the doctrine." And how quickly, after it was her icill

to be wholly sanctified, did she receive the blessing

!

It had long been God's will. She had probably, hun-

dreds of times, read, " Thi*. is the will of God, even

your sanctification j " and now just so soon as it was her

will to be wholly sanctified, how soon the work was

accomplished!
, .,^ :*;^^.;..

,
,,.. -.M^^m^M^ii^mi
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Her husband, who had the command of a vessel, was

absent at the time when the beloved of his heart received

this full baptism of the Spirit ; but, on his return,

which was within a few days, he could not but observe

that grace had made a complete renovation. His heart

was arrested. He accompanied her to the house of ^

God. When an invitation was extended to those who
had resolved to seek the Lord, her husband quickly

responded, and from that hour became a follower of the

Savior; ''i'^m^' %t'^f^i Mm^. .*# <-^*:^?^t;«^^^'*i^i»^ «i

So noiseless and unexpected, and yet so decisivci

was this movement on the part of her husband, that

my friend with amazement thought, " What can this

mean ? " when, suddenly as a flash, it was suggested,

" Did not the Holy Spirit long since assure you, that, if

you would get the full baptism, your husband would

be converted?" :«. ;'v 'n^'''^',yj:^-'^m "v^sf^t- ;';'>?^sjr^(W^!!.';:/i4S';*

-^We will not pause to inquire why the special influ-

ence of the Spirit was withheld from that husband on

account of the spiritual deficiencies of that wife. As
well might the early disciples have asked why it were

needful that they should tarry at Jerusalem till endued

with power from on high. And, had they been resolved

on not waiting, inwardly questioning, " Why, what

can that have to do with the conversion of the world ?
"

is it probable that the special influences of the Spirit

would have been given, resulting in the conversion of

three thousand in one day ? O, would the whole

church act upon this principle, what glorious results

might be realized

!

..v , ,. . ,,.;:«, i - .



834 .^ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE

A jwmg wif* lanotlfled, and b husband conrerted. The preMqolaite of nseftdnesa.

I related the preceding narrative to a lovely young

"wife, whose husband was unconverted. " Now get this

bl(!ssing/' I observed, " and I do not doubt but the

Lord will hear your prayers for the conversion of your

husband." She sought for and obtained the grace, and

the next I heard from her was that the Lord had con-

verted her husband. She was gathered from the circle

of influence and wealth, and has become eminently a

burning and a shining light. Her husband is also one

of the Lord's noblemen. .

"
i u

m- Now, do not understand mie to m^ltii that tfc^'dnis can

be in any degree useful unless clear in the experience

of entire sanctification ; but do understand me to

say, that the sanctified believer, cleansed from all

filthiness of the flesh and spirit, is calculated to be far

more useful. And, if you want the Lord to use you in

the conversion of the members of your household and.

others, get wholly sanctified. Eesolve that you will not

live another day without it. If you want to get the

blessing in God's time, get it now ; for " Now is the

accepted time ; behold, now is day of salvation.'
it

;«i
Art thon a ChTiatian T Dost thou sajr thou art ?

High Is thy destination : 0, act well thy part,

And be Christ'lHu, and follow thy great Head, "4 ^ ~ '

'

In all things hear his voice ; and, by that voice, be led

Though, at his requisitions, shrinking nature tremble,

Still follow on, in all things Christ resemble.

inA

Art thou a Christian? does a luring spell, ^JR**^ WSUr i^ |r?T

Ahaloof bright gloiy, round thee dwell?.; .^.^^^- j:f>jf^j^ TJtJ??!'
Where all the Christ4ike graces so combine,

As speak thy high relationship divine, ^ ' '? ?r tijfjA
Which, as a holy charm, bids wondering gazers tremble.

Qentle, and good, and meek, thy Christ re|»mbl«.

%

^. "^iimi
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^ 't
- fH-'^' tc^kHU'.Mr iifiMt'' If t:.4.*;-J-:'

^fcottf Ife <^00t WM&*him^mS^m^
m

HiM'^ '"mi/.

ijar#lf %J iiokEELATlON OF CHRISTIAN BXPEBIBNCB.-*'*'*

mlv I were required to plant my feet on. a lofty emi-

nence, the ascent to which seemed steep and rugged, I

might, perhaps, with discouragement and perplexity,

shrink away from meeting the requirement. But show me
one who has once made the ascent—^point me to the foot-

marks where he firmly planted his feet in his upward

flight, and I am more than satisfied. Courage and faith

in a moment inspire my soul—^perplexities *yanish.

Buoyant with hope, I rapidly make the ascent, and

inspiringly call to those still lingering at the biise, "We
are well able to go up." " This is the way, walk ye in

^<;}, Many are lingering at the foot of Zion*s hill, aye,

multitudes are there, for ^^ v^miui^ ^'f^*^* i»i«iJfHifi-/ii«?««t

** THsdom shows a lutnow path, Wt^ JftI . S§*l»S;'i

With hen and there a traTell«r.*|
^mi^ ht4\%<mM

Are you among those who are ascending, and are the

marks by which you ascend those which are clearly

traced in the word of God ? Then you can, with the

holy heroism of David, exclaim, " He hath set my feet

upon a rock, and established my goings. And he hath

put a new song in my mouth, even praises to our God

;

many shall see it and fear, and shall trust in the Lord."

And now I need not tell you of the reasonableness of

being at much pains to show others, who would ascend.
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the footmarks by which you ascended. You see so

many still faltering. Their feet have, indeed, been taken

out of the " horrible pit " and out of " the miry clay ;

"

but they are lingering on their way to Zion's Mount,

ere they have scarcely begun to make the ascent. And
your great Deliverer has caused the eyes of multitudes

to be fixed on you, in order that you may illustrate the

way by which you have experimentally tested the solidity

of those footmarks by which you have thus far ascended.

You cannot illustrate scriptural truth more instructively,

or mere inspiringly, than by your personal realizations.

How often, or rather how continuously, did David, and

other Old Testament saints, and also Paul, and other New
Testament saints, give force and illustration to their

scriptural teachings, by reciting their own experiences

!

Again and again, both in the Old and New Testaments,

is it repeated, " Ye are my witnesses." " We speak

that we do know, and testify that we have seen." Other

testimony than that given from personal knowledge, is

not valid in civil jurisprudence. And such testimony

does our heavenly Lawgiver and Judge require of those

whom he cajlsforth as his witnesses before a gainsaying

0ii$km.-iiM'- Tlie King's highway! how narrow is the road ! SP.sa»> «:f
**.*!

; Howfewtheroare who find it! yet the abode ,«:, «».- • ,

|#1J&:..Si*3^ -^
Of God, the Christian's home, lies at ite end;

^^*';'-^^^**

S gpf iiiff ^M •Andnonecanreaoh the goal, but they who bend, i'..X:* if J-JiS

With purpose all unwaTering, steady, true, •;;

-ik'4 iMi And step undaunted, though all hell pursue. '

' *' ^ ''*^ ''^ **' '

Si|p.>*n>.,: ii."!^ -men
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f^Mn <8i!»wi«tt£e l8 mi Pg ^m.
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^ **My experience ia not my own. God has given it,

and I do not feel at liberty to withhold it." So said a

lovely and intelligent Christian lady, who had received,

through Christ, the blessed gift of a pure heart. The

Lord had given her abilities to shine in the social circle,

and »he had not been among the unnoticed amid sce.ies

where refinement, intellect, wealth and fashion preside.

But she had counted the cost of giving up all things

not consistent with Christian simplicity ; and, with

Hester Ann Rodgers, and other Cliristian heroines, she

gave evident manifestations that she had renounced the

spirit of the wodd by coming out from the world to be

separate. God, as ever, when the conditions upon which

he promises to sanctify wholly are fulfilled, set his seal

to the work, arid she now had an experimental knowl-

edge of the blessedness of entire sanctification. It was

of this experience that she had now beer-, asked to speak,

and to which request she meekly rose and said, " My
experience is not my oum" She then gave a^recital of

the process by which she through the Spilit had been

wholly sanctified. We always suspect those who never

tell their own experience on this subject, and exert a

dissuasive influence on others in relation to tlvis testi-

mony, that they either never had, or have lost, the

experience of this grace. No one ever received it but

as a gift from God. God's gifts must \ -jj-
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And no one enjoying this grace, but will testify to the

truth of this. A light put under a bushel goes out,

and then it neither enlightens ourselves nor others. ^^.^^

*!!l i^' '%**a-5^«i' :•§!;?' fiii^lT

»*twi

S!w Mora of Ifujir fctimtng.

-.JT
'•"•

"Oaegnat means of retaining what Qod has given, Is to labor to bring others Into

this grace, and to profess it to all mankind."

—

Wbslit.

... , . Among other testimonies not to be for-

gdtten, given in at the Tuesday meeting, was that of

our excellent missionary now laboring at the Five Points.

All that know him speak of him as a good man, full of

faith and the Holy Ghost. He has been very successful

at every point where he has labored since he entered the

ministry. His success is doubtless attributable to the

spirit of inward holiness that possesses his heart. It

was not long after his powerful conversion that he felt

an earnest longing for the witness of inward purity.

One night, he retired to a barn, resolved to wrestle with

the angel of the covenant, until the blessing was given.

I think it was about the break of day before he was able

to leave. He had prevailed, and such were the over-

powering effects of grace that it was long before he felt

that he could leave the place. On his return, he met a

friend who was sceptical in relation to the subject of

perfect love. Brother- did not dare to hide the

righteousness of God within his heart, but boldly de-
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clared what God had done for his soul. His friend

looked sceptical, but he s?ad, " If you do not believe

me, you may eye me closely, and you will see the fruit."

Thus he overcame his sceptical friend, even by the

ancient way. It was not only by the blood of the Lamb,

but by the word of their testimony, that the ancient

worthies overcame. And now the unbelief of Brother

's sceptical friend was overcome. He wondered,

wept, and believed, and soon himself became an exper-

imental witness of the same grace.

Not long after this. Brother , with his heart filled

to overflowing with the burning, purifpng love of -Jesus,

was thrown in with a company of wicked coUif rs. Out

of the abundance of his heart, be began to taVc to them

of his own realizations of the power of Christ to save to

the uttermost. On hearing of that holiness " without

which no man shall see the Lord," they begavi to feel the

ftartling force of the truth, ** If the righteous scarcely

be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner ap-

pear ? " And here again, in a signal manner, the Lord

set the seal of his approval to the testimony. Twelve

of those rough, hardened colliers were overcome by this

word of testimony. They sought mercy, and never

rested till they found redemption through Christ.
"''^*'* ^

A Baptist brother from Rhode Island, who, I believe,

is a minister, rose after Brother —— had given in his

testimony, and said that h? had been enabled, a few

months since, to receive Christ as his Savior from all sin.

But for several weeks his evidence of that grace had

been dimmed. The cause of this had not been clear to •
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his mind till, on hearing the testimony of Brother ,

he saw what had occasioned the obscurity. He had

yielded io the opinion of mistaken friends who were

opposed to the belief of salvation fron. sin in the present

life. He had ceased to labor with his former definite-

ness in helping others towards the attainment of present

and entire sanctification, and had refrained from speaking

explicitly of hi, own enjoyment of this state. The

result was, his evidence had become beclouded, and he

was involved in perplexities. By the luminous testi-

mony of Brother , he now saw his error. On re-

solving that he would no longer hide the light enkindled

by the Holy Spirit in his heart, but would boldly declare

what great things the Lord had done for him, his light

again burst forth from obscurity, and t!ie Spirit again

bore testimony with his spirit that the blood of Jvsus

was applied to the cleansing of his soul from all sin.

At the last social meeting n^ the theme of holiness

that I attended, a Congregational minister was present,

who, ten or twelve years since, received the blessing of

holiness. He received it the day our acquaintance com-

menced, and a clearer or more blessed witness of this

grace, I have seldom if evei known. The effect of the

grace, in its manifestations of wisely-directed and ever-

consuming zeal, does not greatly differ, whether its recip-

ient be a Baptist, Presbyterian, Episcopalian, or Method-

ist. It is Christ enthroned in the soul of the believer.

And, where Christ reigns unrivalled, burning love,

consuming zeal, and the spirit of self-sacrifice, will so

predominate as to evidence, that the disciple in in his
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vgattonal lalniitor. " We loye your iplrit, but Oait out. One teken and the other le5.

meadi\re even as his Master. And so it was with thif

Congregational miniKter, till he could rejoicingly say,

'* And I enjoy the glorionii shame,

Tku Roandal of the crosH."

His brethren in the ministry witnessed his zeal and

his success. One minister went so far as to say^ to this

and another who had with him espoused the ;ame views,

when summoned before a sjmod of ministers *o answer

for their belief in this proscribed doctrine, ** Brethren,

we love your spirit, but we cannot bear your terms."

But these holy men knew that " holiness," " sanctifica-

tion," and " perfect love," were terms which had been

given by the Holy Spirit's dictation, and were divinely

expressive of a state in which all believers were required

to live, and they resolved not to be ashamed of Christ,

or his words, but to abide the consequences of a steady

adherence to truth, and the form of sound words. The

consequence was, that their names were cast out as evil,

and they ceased to be members of that order. Though

cast out by the synod, their congregations retained

them, and they were installed over Independent Con-

gregational churches. One, after living a life of emi-

nent devotedness, in which, it is believed, hundreds were

brought to Christ through his instrumentality, went

home to glory, rejoicing in victory through the blood of

the Lamb. The other still remains, and, as I hare

observed, was at the meeting last Tuesday. After all

that he had suffered, the enemy, by a well-circum-

stanced temptation, came well-nigh robbing him of his

29*

TW''
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A quMtion by the tempter. Yielding. Iteatored. ProgNM.

crown. " Holiness is but one out of the many doctrines

of the Bible, and A\'hy give it so much prominence when

it brings so much obloquy from even well-meaning

men ? " So said the tempter. Satan had so transform-

ed himself, that the tempted, ere he was scarcely aware,

had almost imperceptibly yielded, and, for months, had

ceased to labor specifically on the subject, or to give

prominence tc it in his thoughts or in his experience.

Suddenly, he was arrestc d on a Sabbath noon, to see how

Satan had beguiled him. He now saw how he had been

shorn of his strength. He wept and groaned. For hours,

it seemed as though he might never regain the forfeited

grace. ', After spending a tearful, sleepless night, he

called at our house on Monday, and, while we were

pleading, and he confessing his sin, he obtained again an

application of that blood which cleanseth from all sin.

*' -
' "''
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DO THE SANCTIFIED FEEL SENSITIYELY

)

I BELIEVE my heart is cleaving more closely to

Christ, and getting more detached from earthly objects.

The weaning process is gomg on. I find the more

closely I get to the heart of Infinite Love, the nearer to

the Sun of Righteousness, the more sensitively do I feel,
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OraM glrea kMnaeu to perception. " Doa you feol luch thlDi^t t '*

to my heait's deepest core, every thing that is contrary",

in spiiit, word or action, to the law of love. If we do,

indeed, get neai-er to the Sun of Righteousness, we
cannot but see, with yet more vividness, every thiLg that

is unrighteous and unlovely. And then the sight of

the eyeo will affect the heart. •» mi)?* 3*«?«siW, mm
fjf. What must the sufferings of the Savior have been

during his sojourn on earth ! How continuously must

his gentle, pure spirit havu been lacerated ! I have

seldom had such a perception of ,what the keenness of

his sufferings must have been, as since I have been pur-

suing the above train of thought. It appears as though

his entire stay on earth, from childhood to his expiring

groan on the cross, must have been one continuous

crucifixion, ir^ . tfj -^-i r .,rf»' •>:', :j -'} jt! •• »-i?;jiv .(^^

" Do you feel such things ? " said one, after having

been the means of subjecting me to a humiliation

which, had it not been for its religious association,

would have branded him, in his own eyes and in the

estimation of many, as exceedingly uncourteous. From

his manner in proposing this inquiry, I presume he

thought that my professions of 'leadness to the world

involved a deadness of all the finer sensibilities of the

soul, forgetful that "whatsoever things are pure, and

lovely, and of good report," are among the more

important enjoyments of piety.

This idea may have obtained from the fact, that those

who are truly sanctified throughout body, soul and

spirit will, with a lamb-like, uncomplaining temper,

endure woundings of spirit. Things, which before
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iUtnt lubmluton, nut obtuaaaaM. MMkBMt of gfMl prloa.

would have been avenged, or in some way resented, will

now bo received with but slight outward manifestations

of pain. In imitation of their divine Bedeemer, they

may, " us a sheep dumb before her shearers," open not

their mouth. But if this silent submission has been

regarded as an intimation that the uncomplaining one

does not feel—if, because he soon retires noiselessly

j^.from the scene of strife, has been regarded as giving an

intimation that the infliction has not wounded, or has

been forgotten, how greatly the orse is the fact I ^^

I

<S Bf«s Rj-.»fjp">(S»»'«if A MESSENGER TOLD IT.

. He has been wounded, and far more deeply wounded

than your oft-blunted sensibilities can imagine. He
. retires noiselessly, because he whom he serves has said,

; *'The servant of the Lord must not strive." You

; may never on earth again hear of your ungentle, unlov-

, ing words and actions, but are they untold ? It is true

. they may never be breathed in mortal ear, but shall

, they remain unrevealed ? No I
" Their angels do al-

,,
ways behold the face of my Father

!

" You have offend-

.jed one of Christ's little ones. - ;
'

r^

An unseen messenger was standing by, and, as you

gave the causeless offence, that winged messenger with

speed went and told it directly to the ear of God. It

,
was with a meek and quifcu spirit you had to do. God

, gave that spirit. In his sight, it is of great price. It

, ought to have been of great price in your sight. When
. you saw the form of the one you had thus needlessly

i wounded receding from your presence with unobtrusive
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Won* kh»u dmwHlrfg. A iibMig* In jrour fHand. How doM II tlhet jroat

I

tread, ho went to tell it to his heavenly Father—to hi*

compassionutc Siivior—to the loving Spirit. And will

the triune God hear it, and take cognizance of the act ?

Yes ! and " God is not as man that he uhould lie."

True as God is true, retiibution awaits you. " Ven-

geance is mine," .saith the Lord. •• Whosoever shall

offend one of these little ones that Iwlieve in mj,

it were better for him that a millstone were hanged

about his neck, and he were cast into the sea."

DO YOU PERSECUTE CHRIST!

Christ's persecutors are not always those who
_ uo-

I knowledge themselves to be of the world, i.-rhaps

you are an erring child of God. Your wife, your hus-

band, your child, brother or sister, or, perchance, some

' friend to whom you have been closely nffianced, has

- entered into the enjoyment of perfect love. You have

witnessed their increasing deadness to the world.

i Things which, when in the lower walk of worldly-

• minded profession, they could enjoy in common with

' yourself, now pain their hearts, while, from the depth

of the soul, they cry out to God. -Turn away mine

^ eyes from beholding vanity." „.j, ,,,. .^,

i Following Christ, the Light of Life, their souls are

becoming more and more conformed to his image. They
- love the thini^s which he loves, and hate the things

which he hates. How uneasy have these marked pre-

; ferences made you ! Because you cannot get them to

see as you see, and do as you do, with how many un-

' )dnd allusions have you pained the loving heart of that
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Fitful opposition. Our guide from eartti to hearen. A Bymptom of camaHty.

gentle one, whom, in defiance of yourself, you cannot

but love and admire ! Conscience tells you that you are

wrong, and you know it. Still you persist. Your oppo-

sition, perhaps, may be but fitful, but yet you oppose,

and, as occasion may offer, you leave room to infer, by

your unloving allusions, and by silent action and innuendo

that you intend to offend those gentle, loving heaits, whose

every pulsation is in unison with God for your good.

O, do so no more ; not only from the fact that " their

angels do always behold the face of their Father," but

because you are sinning against your own soul's best

interest. God is love. Every unloving look, word, or

action, is an abhorrence to him. It is the Spirit of love,

who has undertaken to lead you from earth to heaven.

"By the love of the Spirit," I beseech you, " grieve not

the Spirit." Would a dear friend, however, intent on

your good, abide with you, if the feelirgs of his sensi-

tive heart were ever being defianced by oft-repeated

assaults ? So the Spirit will not always strive. You
are in danger. Seven other spirits worse than the first

may enter. And what will you do, should that fearful

hour come upon you without the aid of that Spirit

which you have grieved away ? Let him that standeth

I take heed lest he fall. Be assured, by one who knows,

that the restiveness you feel when the stricter forms of

piety are presented before you are most evidently indic-

ative of the remains of the carnal mind. " The flesh

lusteth against the Spirit." If you yield to it, you sin

against God. For in sinning against his people, you as

truly sir against Chiist as though he were here in person.
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The error. The crowning doctrine. Where was the lUIaref

4!*K-f:U»rf !>^^< ih:-< ,,::^,/^^tfi iJf-f.M* .^^4^^-

By the light of a truly Christian example, you have,

been reproved. Acknowledge your error, and seek a

holy heart.

t^»f)<|<4W Oo^' .--J'/ ..•,';

nr*|,'t'^hu^ <^' .;^a .,„. ''"' " ^''^••*^

-v "''. f^if^. ./K-.k:^ ^;*i*J';i';:

afk Pethodifjt Pittisirg.
:::-*./..

** We helieve that Qod's design, in raising up the preachers called Methodist, In

America, vas, to reform the continent, and to spread scriptural holiness over these

lands."—Bishops of the M. £. CnuBoa.

We would not have it inferred that we regard holi-

ness as the doctrine of a sect, rather than as the one^

crowning doctrine of the Bible. We do not so regard

it. The Scriptures of truth present it as the great

ultimatum of all Christian ministrations. " Whom we

preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in

all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in

Christ Jesus." If the ministry of any, or every denom-

ination fail to present the menibers of their flock perfect

in Christ Jesus, the object of tlveir ministry is unan-

swered. And if, when inquisition is made for blood,

the failure be found in the ministry on account of not

having presented Christian Perfection as attainable in
"

the present life, then the blood of the people will be

found on the head of the watchman ; for he failed to

give the warning. He failed to speak of the absolute

necessity of living in the enjoyment of this grace, by way
of living in constant readiness for their Lord. Their
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The robe on, but not spotless. The fact, and its solution. Wliat would Wesley say t

Lord came in an hour when they thought not, and,

though the white robe of a profession was on, yet it was

not spotless, for they had not been taught that they

might walk with garments unpolluted— not taught

that they ought to have been in a constant state of readi-

ness to be presented without spot, or wrinkle, or any

such thing ; and how can it be otherwise than that God

will require it at the hand of those whom he had placed

on the walls of Zion, who failed to give the warning ? ,,

But it was while reading what we have chosen as a

motto at the head of this article, that our mind was most

solemnly impressed with the responsibility of the Meth-

odist ministry in relation to this subject. Much has

been said, in some of the leading journals, in relation to

the want of prosperity in some portions of the country.

Various causes have been specified as having had a

tendency toward producing this decrease of membership.

"We will not occupy time to specify the causes assigned,

as the most of them have been stated in print. But we

will give what we believe Mr. Wesley would have giv-

en as a reason, if he were now living.

Let us go back to the brief account of the design of

Methodism, as given under the hand of the bishops of

the M. E. Church, in the excellent Book of Discipline.

" In 1729, two young men in England saw, in reading

the Bible, that they could not be saved without holiness ;

they followed after it, and incited others to do so. In

1739, they saw likewise that men are justified before

they are sanctified. But still holiness was their object.

God then thrust them out to raise a holy people." The
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The bishop's views. Is the design met? Individual responsibility.

bishops of the M. E. C. quote this from the Wesleys

themselves, in their address to the Methodist commu-

nity. It is in the introductory article of the Book of

Doctrines and Discipline. The bishops then give their

own views of the specific design of Methodism in the

emphatic words which stand at the head of this article.

Do the preachers of the M. E. Church generally

regard this as the specific design of Methodism ? Do
they generally give the doctrine of holiness that promi-

nence in their ministrations which the design of the

r^rigin of Methodism, as stated, demands ? Let each one

ff this class who reads these- inquiries, answer before

Ood, whether the design of his being thrust out as a

Methodist minister, has been answered in this respect.

As a community, how vastly is the Methodist body

responsible in this matter ! But communities are made

up of individuals, and why is it not the duty of every

Methodist minister to make this responsibility a perso-

nal matter ? Thanks be to God, there are many of the

ministers of this denomination who are experimental wit-

nesses of this grace. But how small, in comparison with

the mass, the number of those who, from personal expe-

rience, testify that " The blood of Jesus cleanseth from

all sin" ! How few, comparatively, who deeply feel the

importance of acting in accordance with Mr. Wesley's

advice, ** Therefore, let all our preachers make a point to

preach of perfection to believers constantly, strongly,

expHcitly"! -?^ -- '
-^"-

There were periods and places, in Mr. "Wesley's day,

when and where the work of the Lord diu not prosper

i
#
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The relation between entire sanctiflcation and the prosperity of the church.

as on other occasions. Mr. Wesley, at such times, did

as "we should do at the present day. With all humility

he sought to know, and acknowledged the cause. We
hear him, on one of these occasions, saying to Mr. Ben-

son, " I doubt not we are not explicit enough in speak-

ing on full sanctiflcation, either in public or private."

On another occasion, where the work was less prosper-

ous than he desired, he, with earnestness, raises the

warning voice, and cries out, " I am afraid Christian

Perfection, will be forgotten. Encourage Richard

Blackwell and Mr. Colley to speak plainly. A general

faintness, in this respect, has fallen on the whole king-

dom. Sometimes, I seem almost weary of striving

against the stream of both preachers and people." And
again, on yet another occasion of solicitude on this point,

he writes to Miss B., who had just received the blessing

of perfect love, to profess it, and encourages her against

the censures of those who discountenanced her testi-

mony on this subject. Of another place he says, " I

examined the society, and was surprised to find fifty

members fewer than I left in it in October last. One

reason is. Christian perfection has been little insisted

on ; and, where this is not done, be the preachers ever

so eloquent, there is little increase either in the number

or grace of the hearers." Again he remarks, " William

Hunt and John Watson were not men of large gifts,

but zealous for Christian perfection, and, by their warm

conversation on this head, kindled a flame in some of

the leaders. These pressed others to seek after it, and,

for this end, appointed meetings for prayer. The fire
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No gaiu ia a year the reason. Asbury. BoBpoasibilltles—how metT

spread wider and wider, until tke whole society was ih

a flame." Of another plf ce he says—" Went on to

L . Here I found the work of God had gained no

ground in this circuit all the year. The preachers have

given up the Methodist testimony. Either they did not

speak of perfection at all, (the peculiar doctrine com-

mitted to our trust,) or they speak of it only in general

terms, without urging believers to go on to perfection.

Aud where this is not earnestly done, the work of God
does not prosper."

A great deal more might be quoted to show that this

is what Mr. Wesley, and also other fathers of Meth-

odism, regarded as the " Methodist testimony." So

much did Bishop Asbury think of it, that he says, " I

am divinely impressed with a charge to preach it in every

sermon." Do Methodist ministers generally, of the

present day, feel thus divinely impressed ? How have

the responsibilities of the Methodist testimony been

met ? If, according to Mr. Wesley's declaration, Meth-

odism does not prosper where the Methodist testimony is

neglected, let us ask how those Methodist ministers will

meet their account who do not preach ouv..^ in months

on this subject , who do not encourage the testimony of

their people in relation to their experience of this bless-

ing ; who seldom press the necessity of the preseut

attainment of this blessing, either in iheir public or pri-

vate ministrations.

Lot us rouse, brethren, individually and collectively.

Let us rouse to an earnest recognition of our responsi-

bilities on this subject. 19 IXtlL ~UUl^ the urowa-
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DUputacU WliAt hope ft'om Buch? PcrMonal exprd'<nc«) nul pflpit poiraff

ing doctriiic of the Bible, but it U tiio distiugui lihig

doctrine of Methodism. Some, vy a'.k;aoM]8dg( , I'o

spend time in ministering o;v this -bjecl: ^ji tb oloqicii

discussionist.'j, or disputi'.nts, arid are r?ady to assume an

attitude whic)] seems to say, " 'I'liO temple of the Lord,

the temple of tho Lord" are we, who ;u:e not ynaloi;^

as experimental witnesseti of .'ao p:;i\\ce ; but "whrt have

we to bope from such labors ? Of the dot! > ^ of holi-

i>f£S it may, in the most emphatic sense, be said, *• If

i\ny mau will do his will, he shall know of the doc-

trine. ' knd on what point is the will of God more

diSwHictly litated than on this ;
*• This is the will of

God, even your sanctification " ? But, unless a man

resolves to knew experimentally, he cannot acquaint

himself with the doctrine in such a way as to make him-

self very useful to others in pointing out the steps by

which it is to be obtained ; for one must first travel the

way before he is prepared for much success in directing

others. How much better one can preach of justifica-

tion after he has experienced that grace ! Quite as

important is the experience of entire sanctification to

those who would successfully enforce the attainment of

that grace on others. »; r > n x. ii- i .li„f.- .Vif^

" 0! vho c<ui lipeak his praise? great, humble man
He, In the current of destruction, stood,

And warned the sinner of his woe ; led on ,

Immanuers numbers in the evil dav

;

And, with the CTerlaating arms embr i )d

Himself around, stood in the dread ? >;>&

Of battle, high, and warred Tictor*

THth death and hell." -, i.'.^-MV -.> <

%i ^'ssS» "';^'J:?** '-*;^' A'^^''%

.

"•"^'i'

• If
*• i € .

*:/ Si J
''-}' M\'..

n^k-fi^-

.
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'

i. ik''^ aui'
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netcher'a experience in reference to profesHion. AVhat B minister lald.

"That I may publish with the yoke of thanksgtylng, and tell of all thy wondiotu

workB."—Phaimb xxvi. 7.

^'.ttn:Mf ftECEttEB this blessing four or five times before,

but lost it by not obeying the order of God. • "With

the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with

the mouth confession is made unto salvation.* But the

enemy offered his bait under various colors to keep me
from a public declaration of what my Lord had wrought."

So said Fletcher, after having lost the blessing of per-

fect love four or five times by various deceivings of

Satan to keep him from a public and explicit declaration

of the grace he received. And, after giving a narration

of the manner of these deceptions, he says, " Now
brethren, you see my folly. I have confessed it in your

presence, and now I resolve, before you all, to confess

my Master. / will confess him to all the world ; and i
now declare unto you, in the presence of God, the Holy

Tridtij) I am now dead indeed unto sin." After this

solemn resolve to maintain a public declaration of the

power of Chiist to save to the uttermost, we hear no

more of Mr. Fletcher's losing the blessing of perfect

love.

"VVc were rsminded of this very clear and pointed

ieclaratioii nf Fletcher's experience, by a scene we

witnessed at a camp mc^tinrj a few days since. A minis-

ter arose, in the midst jf a large public meeting before

the atand, and paid, " I am in mv right mind, and I

80*
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A profoMinn In words of Are. Many witneitM.

wish to give in a testimony which I desire eveiy one on

this ground should hear. Ministers, hear it ! Brethren

and sisters of the laity, hear it ! Sinners, hear it ! Go
home and publish it ! Yes, tell it, that on the

camp ground, you heard a minister profess to be wholly

sanctified. Yes, (jod has wholly sanctified my soul ! I

know it, and I wish to publish it to the world ! Away
with mere theories, and discussions on entire sanctifica-

tion ! It is the thing itself we must have—the experi-

ence. I have got it ! Glory be to' God, the blood of

Jesus cleanseth me from all sin ! And now I am

resolved to publish it ! Yes, tell it ! " While he was

thus talking, he seemed to be so evidently carried away

with the Spirit, and filled with God, that the most

sceptical beholder, I think, could not doubt but he was

filled with the Spirit. His looks, and the effect of his

utterances, were indescribable. As he spake, he passed

into the midst of the congregation, and went to and fro,

^speaking words which penetrated like fire. " The blood

of Jesus cleanseth from all sin
! " he igain and again

repeated—" Publish it ! publish it ! tell it .'
" he reit-

erated ; and often as the words fell from his lips they

penetrated as fire deeper and deeper. The outpouring

of the Spirit became general, and hundreds of hearts

caught the holy impulse; "Would that it were in my
power to describe the extraordinary manifestations of

the Spirit as witnessed on this occasion. Many spake as

the Spirit gave them utterance, and such burning words

!

"We all felt that there was one standing among us who

baptizeth with the Holy Ghost and with fire ; and many
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" Th* blood clennwth me !

'* A radiant face. Ovorwhelming glory.

received the bnptism of the Holy Ghost on that evcnf-

ful morning. One hidy, whose heaven-illumined coun-

tenance bespoke intelligent piety and refinement, rose

near me and said ,
" The blood of Jesus cleanseth me

from all unrighteousness. I will tell it ! I am going

homo to publish it. I care not even though the intelli-

gence may precede me to 13 ." As she said these

words, the radiance on her face brightened to an unearthly

glow. The manifestation of the Spirit's approval was

too glorious for her feeble frame, and she sunk back

under the power of God ; and two or three hours passed

before she was able to rise. This was in a region of

country where the enemy had taken special pains, within

two or three years, to withstand a public profession of

holiness. The same satanic bait had tempted the- i that

had becH held out to Fletcher. And several, as Fletcho*-;

had in consequence lost the blessing. Brt now victor;

,

and glorious victory, had turned on the side of Zion.

Satan was vanquished^ and the saints shouted aloud for

joy. ,N.

Vf f • : ^

4aitor P-

Few exceeded Father M-

-,:- ,-,f^

in evident devotedness

of I'r^e. So consistent, so uniform. He had been so

i' ::,. and so habitually pious, that the fact that Father

t^-i

,'hr', V-,'
;^'

^^
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A ftthnr in tlio way of youuger iliiolplM. What WH tlie dUBonlty.

M 'Vi'\ iir'f profess to enjoy the witness of perfect

lovo, had i'WL'id nuiny a younger disciple to shrink from

an open profession of that grace. But Father M
did not intend to stiind in the Avay of younger professors.

His whole heart was intent on this, and on every other

good work; yet purl •. the fact ; younger members,

who could disiinctly tell the day and the hour when

the love of God was perfected in their hearts, were

deterred from coming out in that profession, especially

in his presence. "For," said ^he tempter, " if Father

M , who has been so long in the way, docs not pro-

fess to enjoy the biCssing, who will believe in your pro-

fessions? " And, by thus yielding to the subtle tempter,

and refusing to let their light shine, they lost the grace

out of their hearts. Had Father M known this,

how he would have quailed in view of his responsibility

!

But he had fixed his mind on holiness as some high

state almost beyond present aspirations ; and mighty

struggles and desperate ventures of faith were contem-

plated before th'^ desired summit could be readied.

And vet Cl\rist had no rival in his heart ; and this he

well k lew. Had aL the world,—its highest honors,

and richest pleasures, been concentrated and laid before

him in ouu scale, ar:d had tin lowlv Savior and the

cross been laid in the other, there wonKI have been an

almost infinite proper, ranee in the mind of Father

M in fiivor . the Savior and the cross. Yet, as

he could not sta, . tac ly and the hour when the love

of God was thus perfected in his heart, he seemed not

to take cognizance of the fact. But, surely, the man
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that first saw " men as trees walking," and afterward

saw all things clearly, saw just as well as if he had

seen all things at once. It is not for us to question in

relation to the time and the manner of the Savior's

working, but to acknowledge every good thing that is in

us by Christ Jesus, let the time and the manner of the

Sp'rit's operations be as they may. And to do this is a

bounden duty ; a duty that must be performed in order

that the communic;iKon may be effectual.

A tree that bear^ apples is, by common consent, called

an apple tree. On the same principle of reasoning we

might say, a Tiian that evidently brings forth the fruit of

holiness, must be a holy man. And might not Father

M have judged thus of his state? So his pious

' i» i.ds thought.

But Father M , within a few days past, has been

fairly brought out into the clear light of conscious purity.

The way by which he was brought out was so simple,

at we give a slight glance at the process.

A number of friends had gathered, previous to the

commencement of a social meeting, in view of mutual

prayer and a free interchange of thought on the subject

of holiness. We asked Father IM if he vvus a wit-

ness of this grace, when he frankly acknowloflgcd he was

not.

" But you surely love God ^vith all your heart. Father

M ?

»

" I have not been in the habit of saying so, and I am

not sure that I would dare to say so."

** But though you have not been in the habit of say
'
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Tht (Wet anil the time. LoTr dttiiiandi lor*. BuKgoitlon r«|Mll«d.

ing 80, dear Father M , have you not reason to

believe that grace has 80 empowered you that you do

love God with all your heart ? Perhaps you cannot, as

some others, tell the precise time >v^hen you began to

love the Lord with all your heart, with any more

definiteness than the man, who first saw men as trees

walking, and afterwards saw all things clearly, could tell

just the point of time when he began to see ; but this

did not interfere with the fact of his seeing, or make the

duty of giving to Christ the glory due to his name less

important." • '"- ^5 ; ? -mv -t, •,* • .-, -vv- 4 .

'. >
•

" I cannot confess what I am not sure I have the evi-

dence of." • . • . • :>M . 1

" No, Father M , neither would I wish you to

confess -with your mouth any thing that your heart does

not believe. If you have not sufficient evidence, from

the state of your heart, tp convince you that God has

the uppermost seat in your affections, then I should be

far from wishing you to say so. But Christ has loved us

with all his heart, and it were a shame to love him with

less than all the heart."

This was rather too much for the loving, devoted

heart of Father M to endure, and the fervor of his

affections seemed kindled to greater ardor, as, with holy

jealousy, he repelled the suggestion that he could be so

ungrateful as to love the Lord with less than all his

heart ; and yet he had not been willing to admit he did.

" This, Father M , is just the point to which I

wish to bring the matter. I am sure you would be

ashamed to acknowledge the thought of loving God
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with less than all the heart, and yet you are not willing

to say you do. Now nothing is more certain than this.

You sustain a definite relation before God ; though you

may be indefinite, Go4 is definite with you, and you are

at this moment written down among Christ's confessors,

as one who loves God with all the heart, or as one who
does not. And now, Father M , how is it ? Are

you obeying the first great command, *Thou shalt love

the Lord thy God with all thy soul, mind, might and

strength,' or are you not ?

"

" O, I am sure there is nothing I know of that I love

more. Some time ago, I was thought very near death.

I seemed just about to pass over Jordan, but all was

glory, peace and joy j I had no fear."

" No, Father M
,
you had no fear, and why had

you no fear ? Was it not because you enjoyed that love

that casteth out fear ? And what sort or degree of love

is that, which casteth out fear ?
"

" It is perfect love that casteth out fear," says one,

" and that shows that Father M does enjoy perfect

love."

** Yes, FatherM , no doubt, has long since enjoyed

perfect love," said we, "but the difficulty with him is,

he wants some evidence beside the knowledge of the fact.

The case of Father M reminds me of a sister to

whom I said, at the close of one of our Tuesday meet-

ings, " Sister, do you enjoy the blessing of holiness ?
'*

She replied, " I believe I do, or at least I know I love

the Lord with all my heart ; but I want the evidence of

it I " Dr. Bangs was standing near when I drew his

n
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attention to tho sistor, Hiiyiiig, "Jloro is a sister who

says sho believes r.ho loves tlio Loftl with all her heart,

or, rather, slie knows she thuis, but she wants tho evi-

dence of it." " Do you want tiie evidence of a tiling

you know ? " says tho venerable doctor. Then, turning;

to the window wliere the sun was tlnowing in his mel-

lowing light, he exclaimed, "Tho sun is shining, and

you know it, and now do yoii want tho evidence of it .'

Father M enjoys p'U'fect love, and ho knows i',

but ho wants the evidence of it. But let me tell you,

Father M ,
just what is now wanting to bring yen

into tho glorious conscious enjoyment of this expericnc \

It is to confess with your mouth what you know yoi r

heart now believes ; for it is with the heart mi:ii

bolicvoth, and with the mouth confession is mado unio

salvation. It is the iirc of perfect love kindled in the

soul, and wo must give it vent, if wo want it to burn to

n mighty flame." .

The conversation with Father M paused, and a

social meeting of intense interest commenced, during

which several were saved from all sin, and others

received justifying grace. Father M sat, apparent-

ly drinking in the streams of sa'vation, little doubting,

wo imagine, but that ho loved (iod with all his heart.

But now that others of his tent's company liad received

the sanctifying seal, we felt yet more anxious that his

testimony should be more explicit.

With an humble dependence o:; the Spirit's aid, wo

turned to the venerable patriarch, and said,

,
" Father M , remember it is not Adamic perfec-
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tion, nor imgclic j)erfcction, but ChriHtian pcrfoction, that

wo havo boon talking about; wo of ourselves cannot

proweut a i)erfbct Macrilice. Without Christ wo can do

nothing. Our oflciings aro polkited. Wo cannot so

much as think a good tiling, nuuth Ions incito a good

desire, or a holy eniotion, or pcrlbrm a right action.

Our good is all divine. It is only as our offerings aro

l)resentod t hrough (Jlirist that they can bo " holy, accept-

able." We every moment need the merits of Christ's

death. And it is berauso wo need it that it is every

moment availabl(\ Hut, while we every moment pre-

sent ourselves a living, that is, a continual sacrifice to

(lod through Christ—Cbrist, as our High Priest, talies

these poor, sin-polluted odbrings, and,'through his all-

cleansing blood, presents them '• holy, acceptable ;
" for

an offering presented to (jod through (cbrist is holy

acceptable. How can it be otherwiso in view of the

medium through which the offering is i)rGsented?

Who would dare to say otherwise than that " The

blood of Jesus cleanscth from all unrighteousness "? It

is a divine declaration, a truth to be believed, and there-

fore sinful to doubt. It is only for us to know that wo

present ourselves wholly to (jod through Christ, to

know that the blood of Jesus oleansiith us from all sin.

(), the infinite efficacy of the blood of Jesus I It is not

the worthiness of the offerer, or the greatness of tho

gift that he presents, that makes it holy and acceptable,

but it is the all-cleansing efficacy of Jesus' blood. Why,

Father M , if the guilt of the world could be

accumulated and laid upon your head, it would only be

n

^ii
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for you to come to God through Christ, and at once

prove that the blood of Jesus cleanseth—not that it can

or will, but cleanseth now—just while you now present

yourself, it cleanseth. Do you not see, Father M ,

it is a perfection that comes by our every moment pre-

senting ourselves to Go-l through Christ ?

Not necessarily a perfection of knowledge, or a per-

fection of wisdom, but a perfection of love ; loving God

with all the heart. Not but that we may love him more

as our powers expand, but loving him with all the heart

just now, and just as we are, and while we thu i pre-

sent ourselves every moment through Christ, we are

unto God a sweet savor of Christ, and the offering is

accepted as perfect through Christ. We might have

proceeded, for our own mind was filled with the glori< us

vision of Christ as a perfect Savior, but Father M——

=

could hold his peace no longer, and cried out,

** Is that all ? Why, that is what I have ^een doing

for years. O praise the Lord ! Praise the Lord !

"

" Yes, my dear Father M , that is all, and for

years past you might have been witnessing that the blood

of Jesus cleanseth."

Father M saw it all ; but he had given the fire

vent, and it burst out into a flame of intense raptures,

and we left Father M hours after, the flame of

love rising higher and higher, he having testified before

hundreds, in an unequivocal manner, to the enjoyment

of perfect love, and of Christ as his Savior from all sin.
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gouiiig Cjouwrls man h ffiHInjllir ^aniitifid.

Young converts ought to be urged onward to the

speedy attainment of the grace of entire holiness.

Unless their bent to backsliding is taken away, and the

soul wholly renewed, roots of bitterness will spring up

and trouble them. I fear it is because young converts

are not more earnestly admonished to go on to perfec-

tion, that so many lose their first love.—^backslide in

heart, and, by their half-heartedness, and worldly-

minded professions, become clogs to the chariot wheels

of the church. I wonder that Mr. Wesley's sentiments

on this subject are not oftener brought out before the

people. He seems to delight in bringing up instances

of entire sanctiflcation, which occurred but a short time

after the conversion of the recipients. Among many

others, he speaks of S. H., who resided at Macclesfield.

He observes of her, " I have seldom known so devoted

a soul. She was sanctined within nine days alter she

was convinced of sin. She was then twelve years o)d,

and, I believe, was never afterwards heard to speak an

improper word, or known to do an improper thing.

Her look struck awe into all that saw her. She is now

in Abraham's bosom,"

—

Wcslcifs Works, vol. vii. p. 14.

" Four of those children who seemed to be saved from

sin, were of one ftimily j and all of them walked holy

and unblamably. And many instances liave I found in

every part of the countiy."—^Vol. vii. p. 377. " Many

children were indisputably justified ; some of them were

1*1

bii

''• ' it

i
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likewise sanctified, and were patterns of all holiness."—

Vol. iv p. 614. He gives, also, the experience of

Grace Paddy, as he received it from her lips. It reads

thus : " In a short time, all my troubles were gone, and

I did believe all my sins were blotted out ; but, in the

evening, I was thoroughly convinced of the want of a

deeper work of grace. I felt the remains of sin in my
heart, which I longed to have taken away. I longed to

be saved from all sin, and cleansed from all unrighteous-

ness, and, at the time Mr. Rankin was preaching, this

desire increased exceedingly. Afterwards, he met the

society. During his last prayer, I was quite over-

whelmed with the power of God. I felt an inexpressi-

ble change in the depths of my heart, and, from that

hour, I have felt no anger, no pride, no wrong temper

of any kind ; nothing contrary to the pure love of God

which I feel continually. I desire nothing but Christ,

and I nave Christ always reigning in my heart. I want

nothing ; he is my sufficient portion in time and in eter-

nity."—Vol. iv. p. 128-9. Mr. Wesley adds : " Such

an instance, I never knew before ; of such an instance,

I never read; a person convinced of sin converted to

God, and renewed in love within twelve hours ! Yet it

is by no means incredible, seeing with God one day is

as a thousand years."

In another portion of his journal, Mr. W. says, '* I

spoke to the e, forty in number, one by one. Some of

them said they received the blessing ten days, some

seven, some four, some three days, after they had found

peace with God, and two of them the next day." What
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marvel," Mr. Wesley again exclaims " since one day is

with God as a thousand years "—^Vol. iv. p. 135. He
also speaks of one who was reclaimed from a backslid-

den state, and cleansed from sin on the following day.—

Vol. iv. p. 170.

In passages too numerous to mention, Mr. Wesley

continues to enforce by precept, and illustrate by exam-

ple, the duty and privilege of young converts to be

holy. " It plainly follows," he says, " that the quan-

tity of time is nothing with him. Centuries, yeais,

months, days, hours, and moments, are exactly the

same. Consequently, he can as well sanctify in a day

after we are justified, as a hundred years. There is no

diflference at all, unless we suppose him to be such as

ourselves. Accordingly, wo see in fact that some of the

most unquestionable witnesses of sanctifying grace,

were sanctified within a few days after they were con-

verted."—^Vol. vii. p. 14.

How encouraging to young converts are these exam-

ples, as given by the eminently pious and judicious

founder of Methodism, corroborative, as they are, of

scriptural testimony, and the observation and experience

of Bible Christians of later days ! And where is the

young convert who reads these lines, that would not at

once sacrifice all for the attainment of this grace ? And,

if it be the privilege of the young convert to be holy,

where is the teacher, or the leader in Israel, to whose

watch-care the flock of Christ has been intrusted, who

would stop short of this grace ? "A way shall be

there, and it shall be called the way of holiness, and the

81*
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The name of the way. Bev. J. M. Duncan. Famine. Three times doomed to die.

redeemed of the Lord shall walk there." All the way
leading from earth to heaven, is a way cast up for the

ramsoned of the Lord to walk in, and those who do not

go forward, inevitably backslide.

ii-

!! I

,^^r-*%::-irf

Two Christian ladies have called on me to-day, who
Were con.-:;rted under the ministry of the late Rev. J.

M. Dimcan, of Baltimore. His memory is greatly

endeared to them as a man of deep devotedness, and of

fervent enlightened zeal. In connection with other

instructive recollections, they gave the following of a

vow made under remarkable circumstances.

Many years ago, the vessel in which young John and

his family were passengers, was cast away. For some

time, all on board were threatened with death by famine.

At last, lots were cast for a human victim to appease the

pangs of hunger. The lot fell on the grandmother of

that noble boy, Mrs. Margaret Duncan. Unwilling to

resort to such a horrible remedy, the ship's company

resolved to postpone the dreadful death for a few hours.

The hopless period again arrived, when lots were again

cast for the sacrifice of life. Again the lot fell on the

same lady. By common consent, another respite was

granted, and, by perfect agreement, a third time the

same ordeal was to be past. Strange to tell— the third
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time, that aged lady was doomed to die. A; brief space

of time being allowed for preparation, the pious woman,

perfectly resigned to her fate, made a vow unto the Lord

that, if he would avert the impending blow, and in mercy

save the ship's company, she would consecrate herself

more fully to his service—would, on. their arrival at any

port, erect a temple in honor of his name, and educate,

and qualify, as far as in her power, her grandson, John

M. Duncan, for the ministiy of the gospel.

That prayer was heard ; for, as the lady appeared on

deck to render up her life, a voice from aloft announced

the welcome tidings—" Sail ahoy !
" A vessel hove in

sight, came to their relief, and, in safety, they all reached

Philadelphia. In that city, the venerated grandmother

promptly fulfilled her vows. She indeed became a

more devoted Christian. She erected the commodious

church edifice which bears her name to this day, and

her grandson, educated and qualified for the sacred

office, spent a long life of piety and usefulness, and has

recently surrender v;d his happy spirit to the God to whose

service he had been solemnly devoted.

THANK-OFFEEINO FOE SALVATION FROM TROUBLE.

Now, if one act of special dedication faithfully carried

out—one vow kept inviolable, made in the hour of

adversity, may tell so enduringly on the eternal welfare

of hundreds, what should be the duty of those who are

in prosperous circumstances, those who are kept, by the

mercy of God, from the hour of peril ? Should such

wait till, driven by the extremities of trouble to utter
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VOWS, and to make special dedications ? We do not

wonder that Mrs. D. should have vowed, and paid unto

the Lord her vows. Her heart was quick to devise

expedients, which might be most far-reaching for the

glory of God, because, in view of her apparent nearness

to eternity, she aimed to compass the most comprehen-

sive good within her power.

If she had thought of any thing more within her

reach to be specifically devoted, she doubtless had doije

it. But docs not the Holy Spirit now tell you, that

your salvation from trouble calls for a thank-offering,

which will be commensurate with your highest ability ?

The God of providence loves you, and to the degree

the Holy Spirit is intent on your highest good, your

greatest usefulness, will you be likely to be driven by

emergencies, if ^ ai do not resolve on specific and entire

devotedness without being thus driven.

GOD APPROPRIATES WHAT IS GIVEN TO HIM.

0, be constrained, by the mercies of God, to present

yourself a living sacrifice. Make no provision for the

flesh. Some make their sacrifices without taking in

their calculations that God intends to appropriate it.

Do not so. Present your sacrifice, and, after it is laid

on the altar, so that you can say

" Tis done, the great transaction 's dono."

Then act upon the principle that the sacrifice belongs

to God. The moment you laid it upon the altar, it

became God's property, for it was sanctified by virtue

of the altar upon which you laid it. No great venture
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of faith is called for here. God's word declares it, and

it were presumption to doubt. And, now that your

offering is on the altar, sanctified and cleansed by the

infinite virtue there is in Christ, upon whom you rest^

and through whose all-cleansing blood you are presented

faultless before the throne, expect the consuming process

to begin. God intends to use you ceaselessly. You
have presented yourself as a " whole burnt sacrifice,"

and you may, perhaps, be called to self-sacrificing duties

quite beyond your anticipations, but of this I am sure

you would not venture on a choice, though it were left

at your option. You have submitted yourself to the

dictates of Infinite Wisdom, and in the way which will

tell most to the praise of God on your eternal inheri-

tance, will you be led.

HOW IS IT WITH THAT CHILD?

. And now are you constraiucd, by the mercies of God,

to go still further ? Have you lot objects specially dear

to you, which ought to be specifically devoted ? How
is it with that child of yours ? Is she a little daughter ?

God has only entrusted her to you in order that you

may bring her up for his service. Are you bringing her

up to shine in the fiishionable rircle, or specifically in view

of her being a self-sacrificing Christian ? O make a vow

of special devoteraent in view of some special position

of usefulness in which she i. y most glorify God, so

that, if the liord should ever call her to heathen lands,

you may not have the sacrifice to make, but may say it

is made. She has long since been set apart for God,
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and trained for his service, and he has now only taken

his own,—of his own have I given him. •"

And how is it with that son ? Look abroad over the

world, and see its wants. How great is the harvest, and

how few are the laborers ! Is there not a vow of special

devotedness called for here ? Behold the heathen in

their dark and perishing state ! God sent forth from his

home of light in heaven, his only begotten Son. The

Son of God left the bosom of his Fatb' r to save you,

"Would it be too much to spare that son of your bosom,

and send him forth from his home of light to save

the daik and perishing heathen ? How is it with your

property ? Of all that you can appropriate, you can only

say, " Of thine own have I given thee !
" But can you

not. nf>v/, by some act of special devotement of property,

bo the iieans of doing something toward establishing the

"v^ orshiy of God in some place where his name is not now

recoided ? O I hasten, and " what thy hand findeth to

do, do it with thy might."

<>

«

(Bit iourn Sour,

•* Then had thy peace been as a river, and thy rlgtateousneso as the waves of the

sea."—Isaiah xlviii. 18.

Don't aim too high, for the benefits of getting down

low are incalculable. Every thing in religion is exceed-
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ingly simple. All the way leacHnir fro earth to heaven,

cast up for the ransomed of the Lord to walk in, is so

plain that wayfarinpf i. n th^'sjh fools, shall not err

uu full salvation is

. need not say that

V t J be holy. But

Not because*^e?

therein. You have Ion tr be'_

attainable in the present lif<

this belief involves the res^

why have you not obtained th'

you have not felt the necessity oi it, nor because you

have not, by prayer, sought it ; but you have been look-

ing too high. You have overlooked the simplicity of

the way. Some time since, we said to a colored woman,

whose countenance seemed to reflect the image of the

heavenly,

—

** Do you enjoy full salvation ?
"

With a brightening countenance she .replied,

—

"I believe I do"!

She then reminded us of an occasion, about four

years previous, when, on attending a social meeting

where she was, we had said, ** The reason why many

people do not get full salvation is, because they do not

get down low enough. If they would only get down

very low, the waves of salvation would roll over and

over them !
" When I heard this, I resolved I would

get down low ! I did get down low

—

very low ! And,

ever since, ** the waves of salvation have been rolling over

and over me !
" Poor colored woman ! perhaps she did

not find it so hard to get down low—^very low—as some

who fancy they occupy more exalted positions in life.

* He that humbleth himself shall be exalted."

*'With the lowly is wisdom."

fi

m

fn
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What the Savior laid to Thomas. ^Vbat we are required to proftn.

:^.^^j«r id^
« (go^^s Word, its own (Bmiknct^'^ '^"'

M
i.f^,ii..:^^ .^,.

If the Savior were now to say to you, '* Dost thou

now believe ? " what would you say in reply ? Surely,

you would not dare to say, " Lord Jesus, I must have

some sign or wonder ; some evidence beyond thy word

before I can believe." No ! you would not have your

faithful, loving Savior upbraid you by saying, " Because

thou hast seen, thou hast believed.** Surely, you would

prefer the blessedness of them who have not seen, and

yet have believed. I do not doubt but that, in your

heart, you are now believing. Take the next step, and

hasten to confess with your mouth what your heart

believes. "For with the heart man believeth unto

righteousness, and, with the mouth confession is made

flnto salvation.'* ^ i*:i 'Aii*vv*>i tuuii^i ;'4*i3tiii i2iiu!rt¥^^^,^is*i/

And now, how long do you intend to hold itist the

profession of your faith ? O, do not forget the divine

pdmonition ; " Let us hold fast the profession of our

faith without wavering, for he is faithful that promised."

Then you need not wait till you receive sensible mani-

festations before you profess your faith, for it is not your

sensible manifestations that you aie required to profess,

but your faith. " Now the just shall live by faith ; but,

if any man draw back, ray soul shall have no pleasure

in him. But we are not of them that draw back, but

of them who believe to the saving of the soul.** Do

not infer that I would have you profess before you
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heartily believe, for professing does not bring the bless-

ing ; but, after you have believed, profession becomes

a duty. Do not take my word, but examine the Scrip-

tures yourself on this point. If the nobleman had been

accosted on his rj^turn, by an inquiring friend, " Does

your child live ? " would it have been profession

without evidence had he said, " Surely my child lives " ?

" How do you know it ? " says his friend. »^ -.... .

" I know it, because I have the word of the Son of

God to assure me of it."

" But is not this believing without an evidence ?
"

- " Believing without an evidence ! while I have the

word of Christ assuring me that my child lives ! No

;

I believe i he word of Christ, (for the man believed the

word of Jesus.) My child lives !
" And soon his ser-

vants meet him, and give corroborative evidence and

soon he reaches his home, and, with his own eyes, he

has sensible demonstration of the fi\ct. The subject is

no more a matter of faith, but of sight. But is he any

more sure of it now than he was before ? No ; for true

as the volume of inspiration is true, he believed it be-

fore, and from the heart knew it just as well before as

now. " Now faith is the substance of things hoped for,

the evidence of things not seen." Abraham was strong

in faith, giving glory to God. 0, be a follower of his

faith, and let your whole soul cry out

1/

Jir

" The thing' surpasses all my thought;

But faithi^v^l is my Lord;

Through unbeliei I stagger not,

For God hath spoke the word."

•<i..f»

. -'i-. *» !i'

:JiW'-W^
A

.-.J^
»
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" How can this and the other trial so peculiar and

afflictive in character, work together for your good ?

"

said the enemy to my dear friend. To the eye of mere

human reason, it was indeed difficult to see how such

trials could result to the glory of God and the good of

the soul. While thus ruminating, a scene passed in

vision before him. Enemies gathered in formidable

array outside of his dwelling. Kesolved on his utter

destruction, they gathered all sorts of destructive mis-

siles, and hurled them, with vengeful force, in at his

windows, threatening the destruction of his property

and his life. But their force is broken, and they fall

harmless at his feet. He gathers them as they fall, and

lo I every missile has turned to gold—^pure gold. "And
now," says " heavenly Instructor, " does not your

heart say, * Z jW on yet more rapidly, for the more

rapidly you work, the richer do I become !

'
" And

just so it is with the missiles of Satan, however varied

or vengeful. The test of faith is more precious than

gold that perisheth. How instructive and inspiring are

the words, " That the trial of your faith, being more

precious than gold which perisheth, though it be tried

with fire, might be found ointo praise, and honor and

glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ " ? I .i»L.*,i

"Our light affliction, which is but for a moment,

worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight

of glory." i'hik'--ximi^-,ii0 hki^uyi 4^.^umii!fM W^^
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?-:if;'i'-,,. i

WoYU ilmx Judas.

hi

THE SAVIOR SOLD FOR LESS THAN THIRTY PIECES OF SILVER.

,jvr'- w y^ij.^

\u; Many sell their Savior at a less price than Judas did.

He obtained thirty pieces of silver, but I have known
some who, from indulgence in a wrong habit, or the

retainment of an injurious friend, others for some tri-

fling adornments, with many other foolish and hurtful

lusts, which might seem so small that the very mention

of them would cause a blush of shame. Should you ask

such an one, " Do you think that object worth thirty

pieces of silver ? " the answer would be frankly returned,

" No I
" These do not mean to part with the Savior

for such trifles, but the matter ends in this, and they do,

in reality, part with the Savior as effectually as though

there had been a formal bargain, as in the case of Judas.

A variety of instances, in which the Savior has been

kept out of the heart, come up before the vision of my
mind. There must be a reason why the Lord has not

revealed himself fully to you. Perhaps there is some-

thing on your mind, which you think you may have to

do after you get religion, which you are not willing to

do now.

Said I, to one who loved a fashionable exterior, but

wla.0, without any external change, had presented her-

self often at the altar of prayer as a seeker, " Have you

never thought it might be your duty to give up a cer-
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tain badge of worldly conformity ? " which I specified.

She burst into tears and said

—

" O, I thought I would wait till I experienced

religion."

" If you have had it on your mind as a duty, you will

never get religion till you give it up."

But she still persevered, endeavoring to bring the

Lord to her terms, instead of coming to his. She joined

the church, mingled with the mass of professors, and,

when asked how she is getting along, is generally ready

to say, that she has good desires, and is thankful that it

is as well with her as it is. I have had opportunities to

watch he^ progress, and never had evidence which satis-

fied my mind, that she was ever truly born of the Spirit.

Last week, my pastor asked me to go and speak to a

person who had, several times, bowed as a seeker of

salvation. I went and kneeled affectionately beside her,

and inquired whether it was her resolve to give up

every thing that intervened between God and her soul.

She answered only with a sigh. I had heard that, even

since she had come out as a seeker, she had been indul-

ging in worldly amusements, and company. She

seemed in earnest. Again I pressed my inquiries, and

said, " Is it your purpose to give up the world, and be

a self-denying follower of the Savior as long as you

live ? Still she answered only by heavy sighs. I told

her how the Savior was now calling her to be his disci-

ple—of those early disciples who, %.'hen they were

called, immediately forsook all, and followed him,—of

the only condition upon which Christ received his disci-
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pies, "Except a man deny himself, take up his cross,

and follow after me, he cannot be my disciple."—And
then said, " Are you willing to be a disciple upon these

conditions ? " Still she made no reply, but by the deep

sighs of her inmost heart. When I said, " I surely

cannot give you advice, suited to your condition, until

I know what your condition is, and unless you answer

my inquiries, I must leave you; now tell me, you

either are, or are not, willing." "lam not willing"

she emphatically replied. With equal emphasis I

enjoined, " Then God is not willing to receive you."

With a yearning heart, I endeavored to impress her

with the inconsistency and great danger of her position

;

but she resisted all, and, for the time, ceased to present

herself as a seeker of salvation. Little probability re-

mains that she ever obtained it. I fear she sold her

Savior for less than thirty pieces of silver.

>ai»«

%Mmu% m litigious %%uMUn.

Nothing seems so small to me as those ideas of caste

entertained by some well-meaning persons. Let us

take this.

t.^---»,a;.'

Y-1. >. fS
J-. ^*'

« • « * Bright candle of the Lord!

Siaroftitemity! the only star

By which the bark ofman can navigate

The aea of life, and gain the coast of bllM

Securely! only star which sUnes on time,"

SB*

!/ 'JK'-t •fff'./
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and look al this subject as regarded by God. See how
both the Old and New Testament Scriptures, by histor-

ical narrations and positive mandate, reprove such ideas,

and assure us that we must not mind high things. How
palpably are we met, on almost every page of the Bible,

with assurances that the wisdom of this world is foolish-

ness with God ! Think of the father of the faithful,

called to leave his home and kindred, to journey as a

stranger, not knowing whither he went. Think of

Jacob, driven from his home by the fury of his brother,

resting in the wilderness at night with only a stone for

his pillow ; of Joseph, taken from a prison into the pres-

ence of Pharaoh ; of Moses, not called from Pharaoh's

court, but from the care of the sheep in the wilderness,

to lead the Israelites to the promised land ; David, the

least among his brethren, called to the throne of Israel

;

Daniel, a captive, to be a revealer of mysteries from the

court of heaven to an earthly king, and designated as

the " man greatly beloved ; " last, yet above all, think

of Christ bom in a manger, and called a Nazarene.

Why did not the Savior take to the companionship of

his bosom, and of his toilsome travels from city to

city, the recipients of liis closest teachings, persons of

the more refined classes ? Kingly palaces, halls of

science, schools for theology, were open to his inspec-

tion, and, from the choicest inmates of each, he might

have chosen followers, whose refined literary and theo-

logical tastes might, in earthly estimation, be better

fitted for companionship with the Prince of glory. Then

why did he choose those, by whom was to be transmit-
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ted the mysteries of the kingdom to all succeeding gcti-

erations, from among the common people ? IIow does

the example of the Savior reprove every high thought

—every thing that would favor the prevalence of aristo-

cratic notions in the choice of religious associations

!

rl >;'

>>!
H . .

I

Who nu tte ^Motrmi of Jeacen ?
"

If such a word might be found in heaven's vocabu-

lary as aristocracy, we should find it to mean those

who are more eminently the firiends of God, constituted

such by more marked carefulness in keeping his com-

mandments. " Ye are my friends if ye do whatever I

command you." Abraham was marked as one of the

peculiar favorites of the court of heaven. But that which

constituted him such is oftener found among the poor

than among the ricii. Abraham believed God, and it

was counted unto him for righteousness, and he was

called the friend of God. From my.own observation, and

from Bible admission, I conclude that more faith, propor-

tionately, may be found among the poorer class in com-

munity, than among the rich. God hath chosen the poor

of this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom.

WHO MOST PROPER TO TAKE CHARGE OF A CONVERT!

And are not these views also in keeping with the

views of my dear Mrs. ? So I conjecture from re-
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viewing little incidentals in our intercourse. Let me
revert to two or three.

Why did you not think of sending for your pastor,

Dr.—^—, as readily as you thought of sending for Mr.

, when your son was under conviction ? Why did

you think the other son more likely to get under

awakening influences, in that little Mission Church, thim

under the ministrations to which he has been accus-

tomed ? And then,In regard to your son H , we will

not say that he would not have been converted had he

not gone there ; but I will ask, " Do you think it proba-

ble that he would have been converted, if it had not

been for that specific union of mighty faith, in his be-

half, which was proposed at that meeting, on the evening

of his conversion ? " To my mind, his case furnishes a

remarkable exhibition of that sort of faith, to which the

Savior refers, when the friends of the palsied man let

him down through the roof, and placed him in the im-

mediate presence of the Savior. It was the faith of the

friends of this man that was recognized in his cure.

" And Jesus, seeing their faith, said to the sick of the

palsy, rise, take up thy bed, and walk." The man, of

course, was willing to be brought, and placed himself

in an attitude to be taken, or he had not been healed.

But had this man needed any one to watch over the

interests of his health afterwards, do you not think that

those friends, who had taken so much pains to place

him at the feet of the heavenly Healer, would have

been the most deeply solicitous, and, consequently, the

most proper to undertake the guardianship

?

: ,.



«
, ^ f

roe "tf^ #**.,!
•|.^

'sir;-




