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Zf^t :founbtng at Hamloopn

A Story of 100 Years Ago

:: By M. S. Wade ::

A Souvenir of the Kamloops

^ Centenary Celebration ^

September 17, 18 and 19, 1912
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q The flnt white m«n to vUl Kamloopt was Drvid

Stuart in 18U.

q The flirt Trtding Port at Kamloops wai e«Ubli»bed

by David Stuart, of the Pacific Fur Company, in

1812: the Founding of Kamloopa.

qThe North-wert Company eatablished a Poat at

the same place later in the same year.

q The North-wert Company bought out the Pacific

Fur Company in 1813.

q The North-west Company and the Hudson's Bay

Company Amalgamated under the last-named 1821



HTfie :founbing of Hamloopn

b< loundlDf ol Kumtaopi ««• not muk«* by My <H

tte ecUt tbat l> Um. pnmt day •titndi tbe bw>n<>>ii|

ol • MW tow». n- modern city li eiUbllihed de-

llbenwiy, |)l«ndia»«, "It* luneywl. tad •»!• <'l

lot! advnllied, Md ttere luddMily iptlMt lot" •«"

liteoce * new-born town. Tbe bfglnnhis of K»inlc>oPi

WIS muob morenwdettly broufbt to p«u, nnd with

liili»lt«ly more rorauice.

The fur tndere mm the ploneeri ol tbe weit. Tbe Hud«>n'i

Biy Compniy eierclied tbeli builneee over the pr»lrie«, but the

North W««t Compnny extended their operntloti tartHer nileld,

croMinK V Rocky MountalM hito »*at li now Brlttth Cdum-

M*, and It the (Iret fort to Jie erected la the provtnce TMe

WM dot ..the y«»r 180S when Shnon Franer founded Fort Mc-

Leod. tne Hret permwnt tl»dlng port In B. C Conflnln, their

operation at firkt to the northern part of the province. t*e

Nortfc Wett Company «ob •tflui to work their way eouthward.

While they were eo <woir >ther factor entered tbe f« tnul-

lU field, toe PaolWc Pur < pmy. who w*th tbe mouth of tbe

Columbia aa Hialr etarHnj point, gradually eitended their poeti

northward. Tliat Hiey *ould meet and claab, af had tJie con-

nicttnj Intereste of tte Hudeon'i Bay and NorUiweet Compaolee

on the prairlei need occailon no wonder.

Before 1811, Kamk/ops dlittlot wai the home of IwHani who

had never aeen a white man.

The Hrit white man to rtilt Kamluopa w»a David Stuart, a

partner ol t*e Pacific Fur Company, wboee headnuarteri were

at Aatorla, Ore. Althou* the Stiuawape had not ecen a white

man prior to that date thev had heard about them end the

wonderful things they could do with the firearma tloy iweseased

They had learned tJils from an todlaa chief from Spokane

named Pllakamrulahuh, oonnectjd thtiiugh His mother with the

Indians ol the Okanagan country, and whose wife, or one ol bis

several wives, came from the Simllkameen country.



il^kamulahuh, a mnnber of a paity o( Indiana eagag-

ed tn a buSalo hunt, met a patty o( Canadian trap-

pera at Hall'a Date Pau, neat the pment alte of

IMena, Montane. Upctt tin tetum of tbe In-

diana actoai file Rocky Mountatea tiro of

Uie ttappers, Flaan Haodonald, aod Legaoe, accompan-

ied tbem aa gueaU ol tlie Colville obie< who took

Uiem to Ua winter (fuattera at Kettle Palla on the

ColiimMa tlvet where they matried two of hia dangbteta.

Fhian HacdonaM aubnequratly, in 1812, waa In charge ol the

trading poat eatabliilied t, ttie NotUrant Company among the

riathewlB.

Pllakamulaliuh w^oteted at Penticton and entertained the In-

diana with taka of the white man and their doisga. He became
lamed aa a atory teller and waa Invited from village to village

to tell hia wonderful tales and uWmatety Tokane, chief of the

Kamloopa Indiana, invited Mm to viait hia geople aod tlier

then heard of the white men.

Aatoria waa eatabUahed hi the aprinj of 1811 by the Pacific

Fur Company, a conoem created by John Jacob Attor ol New
York.

They at once eatabUahed trading poata, or lorta, in the In-

terior. One ol theae waa Port Okwngan, at tiie JtmcMon of

the Okanagan river with the ColnmWa, David Stuart anl Alex-

ander Rosa, with oibeta, wete in chatge.

It waa accepted aa a fact by many blatorlana until a l*w

I«ara ago that Kamloopa waa eatabUahed by David Tbonvaon
of the Northweat Company, hut Ma own joumala ahow clearly

that he never waa at Kamloopa and never even saw the 'Biomp-
aon river, wWoh waa named after hhn by Simon Piaaer, of the

same company.

n September Hth, 1811, four men left Fort Okanagan
on hotnehack on an npedltlon Into the unknown land

lying to the north. Tbeae men were DavW StiBtt,

one ol the pattners of the Pacific Put Company; two
Canadian voyageuts, Hontlgn^ and Boullatd, and one
othet whose name has not been handed down. Tbej
had no apecial point in view; thelt miaaion waa to
find a iui country and Intians with whom they oouH

trade, receiving furs for such goods aa they had to oflec. As-
cending the valley ol the Okanagan river, they leaohed Osoyoos
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Uke, tlMDce followed the vttt skore o( Okuagu Lake, timv-
eried Onnl Pirtrle and emerged en the South Tlx>iii|»oii near
Ducke. Tlwy thai made Uieil way to the large IiidiH village at
tie jUBcHoo of the North and Hmtt Thompeon rivm-Kam-
loopi, vMch meang "The meeting ot the waters." They ware
well received and aa tlwlr journey had coniumni leveFal weeki,
wlntw oame upon them ere ttey. wme i«dy (or tJie return
Journey. They ipmt Uw wioter^ wMh the Indluia aod It waa not
until February Uia *.t they »t out tor Fort Okaoagan where
they arrlTed ki 'M«ob. The vMt had ahown Stuart «>at the
Shuiwmp ImMani were good buntere aod proHtaUe to trade
with, and he then and there decided to keep la-touoh with Item
and InatruotaM AUnodei Roaa to take a,Ireih aupply ol meroh-
«n»l» to KanHoopa and do what tladk« he could. Meanwhile
Stuart aet out lor headquarters at Aitorta.

Early in 1«13, m» Hrat meeting ot the partnera in *e Pa-
cific Fur Company was heM at Fort Aatorla, and among the
resolutiois passed waa tMs one: "That Mr. Dav4d Stuart
proceed to Us poM at Oakhautni, explore the country north-
ward, and eaitaUMi anotiiei pan bet«een tint and Now Cale-
donia." The new poat suggested in tits resoIuUoD waa to h*
at Kanrioopa, wU'tlier Mr. Stuart had, prior to leaving Fort
Ukanagau'for Aatorte tnstructed bis subordinate, Alennder
Rom. to proceed to continue tlK trading and friendly relaMoas
already wtsrtiUibed by UoaeU. Hosa thus deacribea tlie ei-

pedlthn:-

"On tbe tib of <May I atarted with Boullanl aod an Indian,

wHt* siztem horses, on a trading eicurslon, and fallowing Mi.
Stuart's route of laM winter, reached the She Waps cb Thomp-
son river, the tenth <lay, and there encamped at a place tailed

by the Indians Cmndoupa, near the entrance of the Nort*
Branch. From tUa station I sent messagea to . the dHhrent
tribes around, who soon assembled, bringing with them thdr
furs. Here we stayed lor ten days. The number of Indians

collected on the ocoaaian could not have been less than 3,000,"

(and the on white man, Itoss, alone amongst them with Ws
wading outt«!). "Not eipecttag to see so many, I had taken
but a small quaouty of' goods with me; oeiertheless, we
loaded all our bones—ao anxtous were they to trade, and so ^d
of leal tobacco, that one moraing before breakfast I obtained
one hiwlied aod ten heaveia for real tobacco, at ithe rate of

live leaves per skin, and at last, when I had but one yard of

white cotton remaining, one of the cUefS gave me twenty prhne
beaver aliins tot it. Having llnlshed our trade we prepared to
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'no tllat," wrote Utrnn, "Miere was oppaMttxi then iw
wrtl M at Mi. Ctotke's plur, without tlie trlclwry and
minoeuvrlng. M I. Iloque, the Northwest clerk In

charge, and Mr. Stuart were both open and oandld and
on friendly t«mg " With Mr. Stuart. Ron remained lor live

<l«y«. and tiw returmd to Port Oakinacken, loUow«n« a new
route. He wrote: "But I chose a had mnon In Uie year to
••tialy my curioalty. We got bewUdeted In the mountalna and
<leep mowe, and our progrese wai eiceedlngly alow, tedious and
discouraging. We were Mve dayv in making ai many roilee." Af-
ter suBeriog hunger and privations, shared by man and heut.
Rois reacted an Indian camp where a day was spent to recup-

erate, "proci'ied some furs, and then, following tte course ol

tie Slmllkameen river got to Oakinackto at the forks," reach-

ing the tort on January 2'lth, 1813.

n May 13th, Mr. Stuart, with his men and furs, ar-

rived at Pork Okanagan from Kamloups. Later in

liie same year Stuart returned to Kamloops and whilo

he was tlKie, the Nortllwest Company purchased the

entire property o! tJie Pacific Pur Company, the tran-

saction being completed m November, 1813. Stuart

was reoalled and a Northwester nanKd Moodonald Mt
in charge at Kamloops, until replaced In tte spring

of 1814 by Aleiander Ross, wto hod joined the NorUraeatcrs.

Hoas rannmed In charge until 1817.

In 1815 a man named Ciiarette w4io had been left temporar-
ily in charge n( Kamloops bv Ross was shot and killed by a
young Indian after a quarrel over a camping ground.

That winter, 181S-6, Itoss spent fur hunting between Shet-

waps and Okanagan, returning to Fort George, as was the cus

torn, in tbe spring lor suppKes, again going north to ills oM
post in time for the wintd trapping. ,He recounts how on this

journey one of his men, named Brousseau, fell sick and un-

able to continue. The only course left was to make hi n-

fortable, place him in charge of anot^ier man, leave a supt'.y of

food and let him remain unttl either recovery or death. As the

case was considered hopelesa, the nurse vras given a spade with

wiiich to dig the ;rave should the sick man die. Ten days af-

terwards the nurse arrived at Kamloops with the news of the

patient's deatli and as tor the spade, tbc Indians had stolen it.

All this passed for trut*, until some time afterwards, wlK)

should turn up but poor dead Brousseau, escorted by some friend-

ly Indians. The nurse bad become frigtitened at the approach of
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Mt Ml boou, tat itr Ml loelii. You uit kud Wn io«l,

mtir wd itotaow, and rM mud imoku «loof wMk Mn. AHk
wM<*, jrou nnnt llttta wllk fnn (Mntka to all in hM fot
ta Hjr OD bKUUE toplca, and ihow youi hbm oI lalut ol Mi
MormatloB by flTing Mm tonic trliketi, and KiDetliDm eren

aitlolH o< lalua, hi letnni. But tto (taad point ol all tMa
""•near ' to know l»w lar you iliouM to to thno nattni.
aad vtan ymi AouM atop. Bf onudoiBg the tUi«, foa may
vtall OS roiUMM (DdltM tioubln. Wliea aot employad to ei-

ploclic WW and uatmiutBtad pitti, kvolnd Id dHUcuHtot wMh
tte aativoa or Indian areiytWan noea on mootlily. Each ttad-

Int i^t laa 4ta taator, Hi Intnpntir, and tta own oomfila-

mwt <M liandi: and wtain tiilBca ^an put In propn tain, aocor-

dtaj to (be ciwtomi of Uie country, tlM buiinmi o« ttio yMt
pniOMda Titliout nnidi trouble, ind loaTn you luHolent timn

tor mieatton. You tain your ^n on your back; you can In-

itruot your tunliy, or kmprora yournlt is nadfng and rallec-

tloa; y«u CM Hijoy tin plniuni at nHgloa to better idvant-

ate, lerve your God io more perfection, lod be a tar batter

CbrlaUan Uiat ven your lot out In the mldit ol temptaUou
o( a buiy world."

a 1«11 tin Hudioa'l Bay Oonpuy.entered into Btlt-

iah CoiunMa, not by the bulldkx a( trading poita ol

tMr own In competition with thoM ol ithe Nortlnnit

Company, bat by tin iimlgimitloa ol the two con-

cemi under the name ol the HudKm'i Bay ComiMay.

Kaudoopi waa not founded by tke Hudaon'i Bay Com-
pany ai 10 miar anume, but that company baa,

throufh ita amalfamailoo wltb tin Nortbveatan,

Mw had purchaaed tin PacHIc Fur Company'i buiioen, acquired

In thli roundabout way, ii claim to be conriderrd the legal rep-

iMOitatiiTei o< it! foundon

The Hnt ploneen ceoelved their lupplies overUod Irom

Montreal via Ft. WtUlant and acroai the oootlneDt by ciaceand

portate; a long waarnome journey and they ao oonttaued to

get their luppUea until the derinbility of a more eipodittoui

mode became MilMcleotly recognized. The PaoHic Fur Company

had ihown the leaii'biHty o( taking guppliee from ^he coast into

the Interior ol the Tbompsondiitriot, She-wliapi aa Ron called

M% by -way of the Columbia to Fort Okaoagan and thence by

pack mimali overlODd t« their lort at Kamloopi. In 1831 tMi

route wai adopted lot carrying wppliei to the lorta In New

Caledoiila, a dietrftAitIng station being astahHshed at Alexin-
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t Mr, '^tell

puMd throuih tte itotln'i

Mp

boy wM ftlltfig. fiooB aftM-wafd,

lioo OM room to«wd aBoUttr,

Hn« ftt» tati btck, a^ Ito buM«t

towt Mi4 bo«y Mri kidftd to Mm v*U

I
kwk wu bnrM at tk« (ort, t

jy bou«to. Vhm th« ant brtipili wt owt foi «•
JH MMtli tt m^ taMcd to wmA Btaok'i tarty to tlw

^^Hf Dallw. r«rir In tta iourMy It bioMiM MMMwy to

^^ ooaTay « |un and Blaek'i body asroai « atraam on

* foot, a tret Wled aeroH H wrrtnc u • brM«e. Tte

i^^^^«J boi was cumtMraofM awl beav)-, lod oaa ol Aa Ift-

dtaaa baartaf K iMppad ud bearan and box toll into Hh*

traam. Tba aflBOt ma auob aa to reader H ImpaaaMe to eai-

ry out the phn of eonveyHv ttie tMdy to tba Dallaa and It was

hurled at (Ducki, where Hhaa linoe nated undltturbed.

Word o( Iha murder wai taken to W>rt Alexaadi*ia, 970

mtlea dietaot, br e French CaoaiHaB, who toM Jofen ""od, tbe

trader In oharse there, tbat all the oien,at Port Kamloope bad

fled. Next mon»lBC Tod. with the French Caaadlaii aad two

ortberi eet out lor Kamtoope, wttioh they luiiad deaertad lave

for Black's iriAow and ohtldren.

Armed partiee <H Hudaoo'i Bay torn soon reached Kamloope

from Porta ColuioMa and VancouTer and tbeae began to ter-

tortae the Indkoa. Tod leiumhig to Vancouver. Latw tbe

armed force waa vlthdrawu and Tod placed in diaiiB at Kam-

loope with permlealon to uee bb dlicretton in baodHnc the

altuvtion. 'lie aoon x»«at*bllihed the old tnendly feehns vMi

the Indlaoe wLo hiroMted a guide to the muvderer'e oamp, but

It mu eeviial mDUthe before be wae captured. Phkoed te a

ouwe by bis oaptMs, be upset H miditieam and triea to ea-

cape but ma shot and killed.

I amloc^ ma the capital of the Tbompson dlvtriot

fMd
the tort wae etooagly peHeaded; irtthte the stock-

ade there van room lor the large bri^de emi^oyed

in the transportatKm of tun aatd foods. Tbeae pack

trains were large aflairs, r'Anbering from 200 to SOO

an4irjile. In the winter season ttny wece turned out

^^^

on the hills near the tort vben there waa then abun-

— J dant pasture and in the spring the band was gaitner-

ed in, fat and sleek

TTn ori^nal building rn the south side of the Thompson

hsd long a^ been dispensed with and replaced hy a fort built



Tod W» IMOliratul, WitllOllt kaovlKl. ^ ._

They '««. ™.H po. „„„ »^' LT>1h JTtr,!!
*"'

« blunt UH. ,»4 tfc, oon.D^.
*«" •""» »«» Wtly wrth
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• MitiDt huatiog gtoUDd on i furttoc opmlng ol tte iprlot

The nm apmd widely, even so fai u Okanagan Fotki
oret 300 milei dtotant loutb. "Nlooli," • very gnat oUeftaIn
•od « boM mm, <or to had 17 wivea,-' oalvely wrltei tlie trader,

^'luled Ito fodliDl tben, and claiined loidaUp over a territory

aa W{ ai «K liall ol Scotland, atretobing lar into tte pment
Brttiik OoluntWa, an admtnlatratire diatxict mWoh atUl beara

Ub name. Tbe tend permitted to encamp was, uoforttmately,

tbe henetUtary eoemy ol Nlcola'a people- Tte oW ohiel sat for

two days pondering, tten Jumped up and spoke to tlla warrlora

ot tbe misdeeds of ttie ennmping tribe wbich bad ventured into

land under bis own (claimed) iuriadictton, aod be urged tbem
H itey bad tte bearta of men and not of women, to wipe out

Itene people. "Let us marchi" exclaimed tbe young men. "Nay,
not yet!" interposed Nloola, for m lack. ammunitioD."

Wbat happened is tbua related by Tod:

"Ky tint Mnt o( tmpsndlag miacbiet was tte deaife ot an

Indian tor a gun end a quantitji of ammunition as tte price ol

ten' skins, inatead of, aa usual, taking blankets and clotb as pay

of tte barter. We ate going to tte BUckleet country,' isijid te.

Next 'week anotber came with tte same story, but l>y ttiat

time I bad beard ol Nicola's ipeecb and aaid I bad »> ammuni-

tlw to spare, wbeieupon, leaving bis bundle of furs in tte atore.

Ite Indian hurried bacia to Nicola to report progress, or ratter

laUure, wbicb so cotAiunded tte old cbiel tbat te again sat, for

several days,. I, waa, told, in meditation. 'TMs men of tte Kao^

loops lolt,' linaily aaid te in a great speecb, 'steltcrs our ene-

mies and reluaM to trade; we will take tte tort and all ttere

Is In It sad tev» our teverge on our enemies.' Spfca told mo

o( tbis decision and ol tbe approach of tbe Nicola war party,

pabiled aad prancing along tte bank ol tte Soutb Tbompson

river, wUdi oaueed tte ball-dozen Frmcb Canadiama at tte fort

to nee burrieiHy—tbougb tte wile ol one upbraided bim as a

coward—and caused many otter white men wbo were neat to

depart, as also tte encamped band tliat was tte cause ol tte

oisdiiel.

t waa now my turn, likc;tte old cbid, Nicola, to tit

down and ponder, but my pondering occupied minutes

instead ol days. Seising an Indian wte passed tte tort

gat« on toot, I dragged »im roughly insido and com-

pelled him to bring from the store a barrel of gun-

powder and place it near tte door. Then, opening the

barrel, I spilled tte contents all ovw tte doorway and

direetad tte Indian to bring me a tlint ssid steel, on



«« with »p,«*r.^ . ^ **' •* *• """• "'*''* *

"new Uw eiiMt of . n„v .„,^ ^
"* '""•i

Tod remained in ctanr. nf v .

"««« a. ™,1 ThTZ^ ^ «"l>ordto.t«, but to «, ,b«rt»e,

own tor »^rCr l^'^'
--'"»-•»*«<<- «.i,

—^y«H„:'Ztror::,rj;!i'""*"°^- *»

««.« term J^yt^ri^!!: ""^ """• "^ ""

Uaptiste .tared aHiLr """'* '" "»* ™>«' "

aP rit « p.op^ ^., ^"^ - Aa «^ ,

later P»«, ^. .^„ J ^„ * '™ ™»*'"

«< aoy d«ctlptio.. H. wa/.^, °° ""' '^*'"'* «>«"
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•i In MIlDi • lH|i tfM, «kMi by mw
Mm «mI, inMklag tt> Hlroirt ol kirn

ChM maw DdhM McLaa Mlow** Piun, Mh «• <*««•
liora IM4 to IMl (^ m> Ill kr J. W. UtK»,

la INI «k* Hadrai'i Btf Oaan»t "— toon mood iMr
4iMnm, tM« tkiw to ttamtk iMt ol *• nMo 1%oa»«D«,
Jut btroiri « molMlr llntta ol tlu prHnt oM;. Son ol

Ikt oM bvMloai •» .till MMTtaf. SlMS Itet Um «• oom-

pur'ktw mond tMf qiMrton but tkt mon o« MM wm tkt

lut tlm Ikon ««*,. wmblbf ol tko old Mm* tndlK poH-

Pitot to tbo «no««rOl loMJIa INI am tko Tkonpm a^
Fn«c ilf«ra,'tba Hadno'i Bar Ctmnmj nifttt wtpnat, but

tbmt MMionrjr biou^ * ww clut ol pooph lad onat«4 hw
eoaAlilou aad ntw tattiMta. Ffom • mm ttiMac pout U bo-

mm « miaca. Tlita uuwltaa CauriUa PaeMIe mtlny < IMI
and Kamloopt teoanu • toini; ant Mlowad laeotpotattai ai a
oltr and tha dam a< a aaw aca.

EaBATnH -Pai* II, par. I, llaa t, raad ALizuDaiA lor Vaaooanr




