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The Department of 1~xtgrnal Affairs announced today
that a Reference has been made to the International Joint
Commission, under Article IX of the Boundary Waters Treaty
of 1909, concerning the water levels of Lake Ontario . It
has been agreed that considpration of this Reference shall
not delay action by the Commission with respect to th e
development of power on the St . Lawrence River . Following
is the text of the Reference :
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"In ordPr to determine, having regard to all
other intp.rPsts, whether measures can be taken to
regulate the level of Lake Ontario for the benefit
of property owners on the shores of the lake in the
United States and Canada so ax to rPduce the extremes
of stagp which have been experienced, the GovArnmFnts
of the United States and Canada have agr-Fd to refer
the matt-~r to the International Joint Commission for
investigation and report pursuant to Article IX of the
Treaty relating to boundary waters bptween the United
States and Canada, signPd January 11, 1909 .

"It is desired that the Commission study the
various factors which affect the fluctuations of water
l-~vel on Lake Ontario, including the construction in
the St . Lawrence River known as "Gut Dam", and any
divArsion of water into .or out of the Great Lakes basin,
and shall determine whether in its judgQmPnt action can
be taken by Qithnr or both Governments to bring about
a more beneficial range of stage, having regard to the
proposed plan for improvement for navigation and power
of 'the International Rapids Section of the St . Lawrence
River and the proposed method of regulation of th e
levels of Lake Ontario which is an essPntial feature
of that plan .

"As a rAsult of its studies undor this Rr-ference,
it is dAsirQd that the Commission shall determine
whether, in its judgemAnt, changes in regard to exist-
ing works oroth?r measures would be practicable and in
the public interest from the points of view of the two
GovernmPnts, having in mind the order of precedenc e
to be observqd in the us-s of boundary waters as pro-
vided in Article VIII of the boundary 'Y3tirs TrFaty of
1909 .

"In the -vent that the Commission should find that
changes in existing works or that other measures would
be feasibin and desirabl-, it should indicate how th e
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intPrPsts on either side of the boundary would be be-
nefited or adversely affected thereby . The Commission
should estimate the cost of such changes in existing
works or of such other measures, including indemnifi-
cation for damage to public and private property arising
therefrom and the cost of any remedial works that may
be found to be necessary . With due regard to the final
paragraph of this Reference and to the arrangements
presently being proposed for the development of power
in the International Rapids Section of the St . Lawrence
River, the Commission-should indicate how the cost of
any measures and the amounts of any resulting damage
should be apportionPd between the interests involved .

"In the conduct of its investigation and otherwise
in the performance of its duties under this Reference,
the Commission may utilize the services of engineers and
other specially qualified personnel of the technical
agencies of Canada and the United States and will as far
as possible make use of information and technical data
heretofore acquired by such technical agencies or which
may become available during the course of the investi-
gation, thus avoiding duplication of effort and un-
necessary expense .

"It is the desire of both Governments that consider-
ation of this Reference shall not delay action by th e
Commission with respect to applications submitted to
the Commission concerning the development of power in
the Intarnational Rapids Section of the St . Lawrence
River ."


