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CHURCH IN CANADA.

LADIES’ MISSTONARY ASSOCIATION,
KINGSTON.

We have very great pleasure in giving
insertion to the ensuing Report, which has
been handed to us for publication by a
friend in this city at the request of the
Association. We earnestly call the at-
tention of our readers to the efforts to
occupy the Home Mission field, which
have been so successfully made under the
auspices of the ladies of Dr. Machar’s
congregation in Kingston. The history
of this enterprise affords a striking evi-
dence of the benefits derivable from the
formation of associations, as by their
means the energies of their members may
be brought to bear upon the furtherance
of certain objects, their feelings may be
cnlisted, their sympathies may be awaken-
ed, and great good may be the result.
The example sct by the ladies of Kings-
ton is a noble one, and redounds much to
their credit, while the success of their As-
sociation must afford them ample gratifi-
cation for the time and Iabour they may
have individually contributed towards its
advancement. The principle they have
adopted in obtaining collections is an
admirable one, and is invariably found to
work well. Al the members of the
Church_ should be invited to contribute,
nnd ali@ould feel that it is a duty in-

nt up them to give freely towards
‘he readin In Scot-

Goqpel
land “all classes %e population are
Dow waited upon and@vited to contribute
to the various Missionary and other simi-

ar enterpnses, and, while the aggregate
amount surprises by its largeness, great

advantage results to the poorer popula-
tion, who are led to take alivelier interest
in such benevolent schemes from feeling

that the mite, which may be all that they |

can spare, will be as cheerfully received
as the rich man’s offering.  We trust that
other congregations will be stirred up to
emulate the noble example of Kingston.
Such an association could be easily form-
ed in at least all our city congregations,

and in these there is abundant scope af- |

forded for their successful operation.
The Home Mission should be an emi-
nently aggressive one, and in our large
cities a Missionary would find ample
employment in the endeavour to bring as
listeners within the precincts of the
sanctuary, those who have forgotten to
“t assemble themselves together,” and those
who are being brought up in ignorance
and sin, or suffered to run riot in vice,

without instruction, and with, perhaps, .

the evil example of abandoned or ne-
glectful parents before them. In our
cities there exists a crying necessity for
such philanthropic efforts to reclaim the
neglectful and neglected; and we are cou-
fident that the members of our congre-
gations would cheerfully respond to the
call, were they asked to contribute to such
an object. We hope to see ere long as-
sociations, having similar objects in view,
established in all our city congregations;
and our country congregations, we trust,
will yet be induced to establish lay asso-
ciations, or societies of a similar nature.
We purpose reverting, at an early period,
to the consideration of the duty of our
people, as regards Home and other Mis-
sions, and in the mean time, we cordially
commend the statements contained in the

l
|

!

ensuing Report to the attentive considera-
tion of our readers.

ANNUAL REPORT.
. e N
It is now several years since the con-
gregation of St. Andrew's Church re-
%o]ved to take measures to procure the
services of a Missionary to assist their
much esteemed pastor in his arduous and
increasing labours, and requested the
ladies of the congregation to form them-
selves into an Association for the purpose
of providing the necessary means. On
the 4th February, 1846, accordingly, the
ladies formed themselves into an Associa-
tion, styled * The St. Andrew’s Charch
Ladies’ Missionury Association,” having
for its principal object the providing of
funds for the support of a Missionary to
aid the I'astor of the church in minister-
ing to the Spiritual wants of the growing
population of the city and neighbourhood.
Any lady contributing becomes a member
of the Association ; it is managed by a
committee of 23,—135 resident in the city
and 8 in the country,~—who meet on the
last Wednesday in each month; and
voluntary contributions are collected
monthly by ladies appointed to that
work, who pay over their collections to
the Treasurer at the monthly meeting,
The collectors, 24 in number, two
having been appointed to each of twelve
districts, commenced their labours in Feb-
ruary, 1846, and continued*their monthly
collections until January, 1847, inclusive,
during which period the subseriptions,
varying from one penny to sixteen shillings
and eight pence per month, amounted to
£240 1s 3d.
The exertions made up to this time fo
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olitain a suitable Missionary having failed, i
it was resolved that the operations of the |
Association should for a time be suspend- ! b
ed, and £225 were invested in Commer- |
cial Bank Siock, the balance being de- |
posited in the Savings Bank.

The Association was at length truly
fortunate in securing the services of the
Rev. John B. Mowat, a gentleman in
every respeet well qualified for the office.
His salary, as fixed by the congregation,
was £200. He commenced his leum‘
as a Missionary, in July, 1848, and in
the following month the coliectors of the
association resumed their duotics ; since
which period the collections have been
regularly made once a month; and, al-
though the collections have not kept pace
with their rate at commencement, yet, by
means of the interest on the Bank Stock,
and the balance in the Savings Baok, the
Association have thus far provided for the
support of their Missionary without en- |
croaching upon the £225 invested in 1847,

Kingston and the neighbouring town-
ships afford a wide ﬁeld for the labours
of a Missionary.

Mr. Mowat preached regalarly twice
every month at the following stations :—
Glenburnie, 1st Sabbath and 3ed Thursday of

each month.

Pittsburgh, Back Road, 2nd Sabbath and 4th

Thursday of each month,

Wolfe Island, 3rd Sabbath and 1st Thursday of
each month,
Pittsburgh, Front Road, 4th Sahbath and 2ud

Thursday of each month,

And occasionally on the south part of
Wolfe Island, on the Portland Road, at
Ballynahinch, at Point Frederick, and
every fortnight at Portsmouth, and in
other parts ot the Township of Kingston.

At each of the stations in Pittsburgh
Mr. Mowat established a Bible class,
which he conducted, and at most of the
other places where he preached Sabbath
schools have been commenced. At all
the stations the attendance is steadily in-
creasing, and in Pittsburgh steps are now
being taken to erect a church, which will
be attended by a congregation of at least
150 residents in the township.

In addition to the duties already enu-
merated Mr. Mowat preached once every
Sabbath in St. Andrew’s Church, Kings-
ton, where his labours were as acceptable
as elsewhere. He also devoted a portion
of his time to visiting, catechising and
exhorting in the families in the city.

Although Kingston and the neighbour-
hood of Kingston afforded an ample field
for the labours of a Missionary, it was
scarcely to be expected that a preacher,
s0 eminently qualified as Mr. Mowat,
would be permitted to remain long in
Kingston as assistant, while so many
other congregations in connection with
our Church were without a Minister. It
was, nevertheless, with feelings of sorrow
and regret that the Association received
from Mr. Mowat, in November last, a
communbication announcing his intent io~

PR} .
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i to resign lis cffice of Missionary, but that
he would remain until the Spring.

This step, Mr. Bowat stated, he was
induced to take from a conviction of duty
that required him to labour where the

| spiritual necessities are more urgent,

while the means of meeting them are more
contracted.  His own pn\at(* feelings
would, he stated, have undoubtedly in-
duced him to remain in Ismgs*on, the

place of his birth, and the residence of

Lis nearest and dearest relatives and con-
nv\xonc, and where he enjoyed the coun-
sel and friendship of our talented and ex-
pvri4 need pastor.  Mr, Mowat assumed

the duties of his new charge at Niagara

. iu the beginning of May last.

The Association were requested by the
congregation, early in April, to take im-
mediate steps towards procuring the ser-
vices of a Missionary, so that as little
tine as possible might intervene between
the departure of Mr. Mowat and the com-
mmencement of the labours of his successor.
The Association immediately made an ar-
rangement with Mr. Duncan Morrison, a
student of Queen’s college, who, it is ex-
peeted, will be licensed to preach the

i Giospel during the present year.

Mr. Morrison has been engaged at a

i salary of one hundred pounds for one year

from the Ist of May last, since which
time he has been employed in the country
places in prosecuting the work so ably
begun by his predecessor, and from bis
zeal and qualifications for the service, in
which he is employed, there is reason to
believe that he will prove a worthy and
successful labourer in the vineyard of Lis
Master,

The Association have had much pleasuore
in their work, and these brief notices are
now sent to the Preshyterian, not for the
purpose of drawing public attention to
their humble labours, but of inducing
other congregations  similarly circum-
stanced with the congregation at Kings-
ton, to do as they have done, or to surpass
them. They desire to set up their Eben-
ezer, saying, *Hitherto the Lord hath
helped us ;7 they believe their work to
be a woxk pleasing in the sight of the
Great Lord of the vineyard ; and, since
the assurance is given that the) who
water others shall be themselves watered,
they feel that it will issue in good to them-
selves, and to every one in the congrega-
tion who has encouragzed and aided them
in spreading abroad the savour of Christ’s
name,

QUEEN'S COLLEGE.

The Reverend J. Malcolm Smith, A M,
who has been for some time Pastor of the
Congregation at Galt, has Leen appoint-
ed to the Professorship of Classical Lit-
erature in Queen’s College, which was
vacant in consequence of the resignation
of the Revd. Geo. Romanes, whom fam-
ily reasons, and chiefly the succession to

: Inrge property in Edinburgh, have re-

called to hiz native ('mmtry While we
cordially sympathize with the adhi=rents of

- our C‘mu,h in Galt, who are thus ealled

upen to part with an esteemed Pastor,
who had laboured {or some years with
eurnestuess anid acceptance amongst them,
we feel assured that the saerifice will Lo
cheerfuily snbmitted to, as the appoint-
nent wiil, we firmby trust, conduee to the
general good of the whole Chareh, Ve
wish Mr. Smith a large measure of success
in his new sphere of lahour, for which
his high attainments and his forvonr and
zeal eminently fit him ; and at the same
time we hope that the vacaney in the Pas-
torate of Galt witl speedily be supplied.

APPOINTMENT TO HAMILTON.

We are gratified to have it in our
power to record aunother prool of the
affectionate interest with which the Church
of Scotland recards her adherents in
the Colenies. We learn from the Home
and Foreign Record of thg Church of
Scotlund for August, that the Rev.
Daniel MeNee has been appointed by
the Colcnial Committce as  Minister
to the church in Hamilton. Mr McNec
was to sail on an early duy. The Com-
mittee state that they hope soon to be
able to announce some other important ap-
pointments to the Colonjal Field. We
congratulate the Congregation of Hamil-
ton on the suecess of their applieation to
the Committee, unl at the same time we
earnestly hope that the labours of Mr.
McNee may prove both acceptable and
profitable to them.

CHURCH IN THE COLONIES

MISSIONARY MEETING IN PICTOU,

SCuTiA.

NOVA

In giving insertion to the following
notice of a meeting of the friends of the
Chureh of Scotland in Pictou, we would
direct the attention of ovr readers to the

aratifying fact, that the Lay Association
of Halifax is exerting itself strenuously
for the moral welfure of the adherents of
our Church in Nova Scotia. So far as
we have information, we believe that an
even greater destitution of Spiritual Ordi-
nances exists there than in this Provinee;
but itis encouraging to seethat the laymen
ot Halifax are boldly grappling with the
difficulties that surround ti.em, and are
making strenuous exertions to overcome
them. We observe with much pleasure
that the Halifax Association issucceeding
in carrying out a scheme we have laboured
for some time, though meﬁlctually, to
establish in this Prnvmce, viz. ﬂle for-
mation of Branch Lay Association® We
are firmly convinced that ,ch as
tions would be producgjve 8 much good
as by their meansgffiie members of the
Church would be brught together, their
energies would be enlisted towards, and
concentrated upon, the development and



support of Ilewme and oiher Missionary
operations, aud they would be led to fecl
more and more the responsibility which
devolves upon them, as professing mem-
bers of the Church of Christy to do
somewhat towards (if the Divine blessing
accompany their efforts) advancing the
coming of His kingdom. Such asso-
ciations, if formed, should meet monthly,
und the business of the meeting should be
opened and closed with prayer, as is the
invariable practice of the Montreal Asso-
ciation. Besides concerting measures for
the advancement of the Church in the
Provinee, and affording supplics to the
waste places in the land, much inter-
est might be given to the meeting by the
communication of Missionary intelligence.
We are aware that in one Presbytery
a Presbyterial Association has been form-
ed; but with the exception of that and our
own Asscciation; we have not heard of
any successful etforts to form Associations
in this Province. We wereonce in hopes
that the example set Ly the Montreal
Association, would have been extensively
followed, and we still trust that even yet
our anticipations may be realized, when
the advantages derivable from them come
to be better understeo:. Will not some
of our readers endeavour to form a branch
of the Lay Association in their vicinity?
We directed the attention of our readers seve-
ra] weeks ago to the very momentous question of
Home Missions a8 a subject which had ateracted
much less notice among the members and friends
of the I'resbyterian Church than it ought to
meet with.  As the subject is entirely of a prac-
tical charaater, as in promoting Home as well
as Foreign Missions, something requires not
only to be known, but ulso to be done, we felt
convinced that the office-bearers of the Charch
in this city were pursuing a wise and proper
course by recommending and sanctioning collee-
tions in the different places of worship for that
object, ns well as by collecting subseriptions and
donations from private individuals, ‘The exum-
ple set with so much promptitude and liberality
by the churchey in Halifux has produced, ds
might bave beew expected, a most salutary effect
in the country throughout the congregations
which are to be more immediately assisted and
sustained by such Missions, An impulse has
cen compmunicated to the congregutions at Wal-
lace, Picton, and at other places, which, we have
no doubt, will be nttended with the most benefie
<l vecults.  The Committee of the Lay Associ-
ation of Wallace has recommended that ecollections
should be made in all their places of woiship
during the Rev. Mr. Macnairs visit to these set-
tements in aid of Missions; and the cause has
cen advocated with unwonted and laudable ear-
hestness and success in Pictou. A public meet-
Ing of the members and friends of the Church of
cotland in that extensive and populous country
Was held in St. Andrew’s Church, on Thursday
the 13th inst, and was attended by leading and
Inflyential persons from the ditferent districts,
a devise some plun for the encouragement
”? support of Missionaries, more especially in
Day; o 2lic congregations.  Present, the Hon.
]iw“d Crichton, the Rev. Messrs Martin, McGil-
pe]_")', Herdman, and Macnair, and a number of
thrzuns from the different vacant congregations
of th"ghom the country. Peter Crerar, Esq., one
ani € oldest magistrates of the country, was ui-
wh Mously called to the chair, and Mr. R. Doull
3 t:hose.n to act as Secretary on the occasion,
€ meeting being opened with praise and pray-

|
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er Ly the Rev. A, W, Herdman, the following
Resalutions wove moved and s ceonded with apy ro-
printe and impressive speeches, and uncnimously
adopteds

Moved by the Rev. J. Martin, 8t. Audrew’s
Church, Halifax, seconded by J. Holmes, Fsq,
Last River.

‘That this meeting highly approves of the plan
of appointing visiting missionaries for the sup-
ply of the destitute Presbyterian congregations
throughout the country, as the best means that
in present circumstances could be devised, for
the spiritual welfare of the people; and pledges
itself to do every thing in its power to procure
funds for the support, and to assist and encourage
the labours of such Missionaries.

Moved. by the Rev. Alexander McGillivray of
McLentan’s Mouniain, seconded by Henry Black-
adar, Esq., of Pictou.

That the services of at least two travelling mis-
sionaries are imperatively required for the imme-
diate wants of the population of this and the ad-
Jjacent districts, one of them at least, speaking
the Geelic language, and that this meeting is pre-
pared to co-vperate with the Lay Associution of
Nova Scotia in making a united application to
the Colonial Committee ¢f the Church of Sent-
land, for the appointment of two properly quali-
fie:l Missionaries for this Province.

That this nfeeting is delighted to learn that the
Presbyterian population throughout the country
are srill alive to their spiritual interests, and
warmly attached to their Chuich, and that efforts
are now making not only in the city of Halifax,
but also in Wallace, and other places, to raise
funds by congregational collections, subseriptions
and donations, for the supportof Home Missions
and they earnestly recommend that similar exer-
tions should be made in thecongregations through-
out this country,

‘That, as no religious effort can be expocted to
prosper witheut the Divine assistance and bless-
ing, this meeting, humbled on account of their
unworthiness, yet coufiding in the Divine merey,
desire to commit their cause to God—-—earneslfy
entreating His blessing upon the means of grace
now enjoyed; and that He would speedily send
additional labourers into this portiun of the Vine-

rard.
! That the cordial thanks of this meeting are
justly due and are now tendered to the Rev. Alex.
McGillivray, of McLennan’s Mountain, the only
Gelic Minister of the Church of Scotland, who
has remained steadfast at bis post in this provinee,
for his diligent and unwearied ministerial ser-
vices throughout the widely extended districts of
this country for the last seven years, and they
trust that his valuable life will be long spared to
dispense the ordinances of Religion amongst his
countrymen in their own native language,

The thanks of the meeting were then given to
the Rev. John Martin, Halifax, and the Uev.
Robert Macnair, Charlottetown, for their atten-
dunce and the purt they had taken in the proceed-
ings of the meeting.

A vote of thanks having been unanimously
passed to the chairman for his kindness in presid-
ing on the occasion, the meeting was closed with
prayer and the Apostolic Benediction by the Rev.
R. Macnair.

Before the meeting was brought to a close, by
a unanimous Resolution a committee of gentlemen
resident in Picton, New Glasgow, Salt Springs,
New Lairg and East River, were uppointed to
take the necessary steps for the formation of Lay
Associations in connection with the Church of
Scotland, and in co-operation with the Lay Asso-
ciation of Nova Seotia, in the congregations to
which they severally belung, to aid in the support
of visiting Missionaries.

Arrangements were also made for the forma-
tion of Associations nt Merrigomish, Roger’s

Hill, and other places throughout the country.—
Halifazr Guardian.

1t

om

CALEDONIA ACADEMY.
The Lay Association of Nova Scotia, as patrons
of the Culedonia Academy, have offered the fol-
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| Iawing prizes from the funds of the Institution
to be given at.the annunl exzwingtion in the end
of July. Fivst, a prize No 5 value £1, to the best
Latin scholar.  Second, a prize, value £1, to tite
best French scholar.  Third, a prize, value £1, to

the best student in Geography. Fourth, a prize,
value £1, to the best Arithmetician. Fifth, a

prize, value £1, to the best English scholar. No
pupil to be entitled to receive more than one of
the above mentioned Prizes. Several additional
prizes will also be awarded on that occasion to
the most deserving scholarsin the other branches
of education taught in the Seminary.—71b.

Carepox1a AcapEMY.—The annual examina-
tion of this most excellent institution, which, as
our readers are aware, is under the auspices and
direction of the Lay Association in connection
with the Church of Scotland, took place here on
Wednesduy last in presence of a large number
of the parents and friends of the pupils. The
Rev. Mr. Scott, of St. Matthew’s, opened the
proceedings with an appropriate and impres-
sive prayer, after which Mr. Costley, the respect-
ed rector of the Academy, proceeded to examine
the various classes iu their order.—7Ib.

ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR HALIFAX.

Lxtract from the Minutes of the Acting Commit-
tee of the General Assembly’s Committee on
Colenial Churches, held at Epinsurcr, the
19th day of June, 1850. :

The Committee next proceeded to deliberate
as to the appointment of the Rev. Mr. Nicoll to
Halifax. :

On considering tha whole matter and the tes-
timonies which had been borne to Mr. Nicoll’s
character and qualifications, it was moved, and
unanimously agreed to, tbat the Committee should
appoint the Rev. Francis Nicoll as third minis-
ter for the Churches of St. Mathew's and St
Andrew’s,in the City of Halifax, in terms of the
united applications made by both congregations;
and the Rev. Francis Nicoll was unanimously
appointed accordingly. The Secretary was direct-

| ed to give immediate intimation of this appoint-

ment to Mr. Nicoll, and also to the Lay Associa-
tion at Halifux, and to request Mr. Nicoll to make
arrangements for going out as soon as possible.

The Committee further agreed, in addition to
the provision of £200 currency to be provided to
him by the congregations of St. Mathew’s and
St. Andrew’s, to pay him for three years from
their funds as contributed from year to year, but
from those funds alone, such a sum as with the
allowance of £200 currency to be made to him
by the united Congregations wonld make up a
yearly salary of £200 sterling.

The Committee further agree to allow Mr
Nicoll a sum not exceeding £65 sterling to defray
the expenses of his pussage toMalifax.

' (Signed) W. Youna, Secretary.

Duarn oF TuE REv. Joun CassiLis.—~We are.
this day called to perform the melancholy duty of
announcing to our readers the death of the Rov,
John Cassilis, of St. Patrick’s, New Brunswic*,
one of the oldest and most respected winisters of
the Presbyterian Church in these Lower Colonies.
Mr. Cassilis has resided for a long period in this
country, having been appointed and ordained
pastor of the Presbyterian Church at Windsor
more than thirty years ago. After officiating in
that place with much acceptance for a considera-
ble time, Mr. C. removed to St. Andrew’s, New
Brunswick, to take charge as Principal of the
Grammar School in that town; and ten ycars ago
he was inducted by the Presbytery of St. John to
the pastoral charge of the Presbyterian congrega-
tion of St Patrick’s in thegmeishbourhood of St.
Aundrew’s. His death is ddgbly lamented by his
family and flock, and his loss will be severely
felt by hisbrethren in the ministry and the Churcl
with which he was connected, in its present weak
and feeble condition. The Synod of New Bruns-
wick wisely resolved at its last meeting to make s
strong representation to the Assembly’s Colonial
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Committee of the great need there exists for mis-
sionaries in the Province, requestipg the Com-
mittee to use their best exertions to pracure the
services of one missionary for each of the Pres-
byteries. The death of Mr. Cassilis so soon af-
ter the meeting has increased the destitution, and
rendered the appointment of visiting missivnaries
still more urgent and necessary, and it furnishes
an additional and powerful argument in favour of
the memorial appointed to be sent by the Synod |
to the Colonial Committee of the Parent Church. |

Arrivar ofF THE Rev, Fraxc:s Nicor. — We |
are happy to have the pleasure of announeirg so
soon after his appointment the safe arrival of this
young clergyman, on Monday last, in the steam-
ship Asia, from Liverpool, as Assistant Minister
in St. Matthew’s and St.Andrew’s Churches, in
this city. Mr. Nicol will commence his public
miuistrations next Lord’s Day, when he is expect-
ed to preach in the forenoon in St. Matthew's, |
and in the evening in St. Andrew’s at the usual
hours.

REVIEWS.

EDINBURGH CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE.

This Magazine, which has now enter- |
ed upon its second .year, is increased in !
size and very much improved in cvery
way, and it is now one of the most valu-
able competitors for the fuvour of the Re-
ligious Publie, of any of the periodieals
of the same class, as it is quite unseeta- !
rian and may be read with interest and
profit by persons of other denominations |
trom that with which it is professedly ,
connected, the Church of Scotland.  The "
contents of each number are vavied and !
such as to indicate a careful editorial su-
pervision. Each number contains a ser- |
mon by some leading clergyman. The
number which lies before us contains a |
sermon by Dr. Craik on Sanctification ; |
the Blind Mourner, an interesting story
from real life ; Reviews of a work re-
cently published on the Voyage and Ship-
wreck of St. Paul, and of tlie Footprints |
of the Creator (which last we intend |
transferring to our columns); an interest. !
ing Biographical Sketch of Dr. Arnold,
the celebrated Peacher of Rugby School,
and numerous Missionary and other Reli-
gious Notices. The high religious tone
of all the articles is such as will ensure |
the Magazine success. It i<deserving of a
much wider circulation in this Provinee
than it has yet attained, and, though it
requires no praise from so humble |
a periodical as the I’resbyterian, we
would be pleased if any merited com-
mendation of ours should introduce it to
the notice of any of our readers. It is
published monthly by Messrs. Paton &
Ritchie, of Edinburgh, at the low price
of four pence sterling a number. We
need only add in conclusion, that it is
under the editoriuiare of the Rev. Nor-
man McLeod, of Dalkeith, who was so
favourably known as a member of the
last Deputation to this country,

; of mere human handy-work.
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Tar Goop OLp Way. A Sermon preach-
ed at the Opening of the new Presby-
tevian  Church, Scarborough, by the

Lev. James George, Minister of the |

Cong regation.

In this world of vicissitude the Church :

is subject to the law, shares in the fate,
and partakes of the character, of all
things on earth, and suffers change. It
has undergone many changes in past
times, ds undergoing changes in the pres-
ent, and will undergo other changes in
the future, ere it be presented to all eyes

as the perfection of beauty, whence God '

shineth gloriously. Rent and divided, asit
now is,we behold init too plain a picture of

man himself to leave any doubt that, in
. contemplating the Church in its present

condition, we are looking at a great deal
While all
scek their own things and not those of
others, and, not in honour preferring one
another, strive to have the pre-eminence,

we cannot recognize the perfection of that

fellowship in which all are members one
of another, each supplying what is lack-
ing in the other, and forming that Church
which is the body of Christ, the fulness
of Him that fi'leth all in all, bound to-

gether and animated by His Spirit, and

growing up into a holy temple unto the
Lord for a habitation of (od, in whose
dwelling shonld reign peace, good order
and love.
of God standeth sure, having this seal,
The Lord knoweth them that are His,
and let every one that nameth the name
of Christ depart from iniquity.” God
will perfect that which remaineth con-
cerning His Church, and in due time pre-
sent it to the world in its true form and
fair proportions. To accomplish this is
the desire of all His saints, but even those
who truly desire the prosperity and per-
fection of Zion, do not desire it in pure
simplicity of faith, nor Iabour to bring it
about in the fulness of that charity which
thinketh no evil, rejoiceth in no iniquity,
secketh not her own but her neighbours’
good, and consequently do not pursue

i their object in the meekness of wisdom

and Gaodly sincerity.
the just is as the morning light which
shineth more and more unto the perfect
day; and such, notwithstanding many ap-
pearances to the contrary, we firmly be-
lieve to be the progress of the Church
through time, and that it is still going on
from perfection to perfection. But we
are apt to forget, that the gradual bright-
ening of the Church towards her meri-
dian glory is not the breaking-forth from'
obscuring clouds of the innate light of
buman nature, and that ber progressive
splendour is not the result of light evolved
from a native fountain within, but of a
precess of derivation, in which she re-
ceives light from without, even from the
Great Father of lights, from whom cometh
down every good and every perfect gift.

“ Nevertheless the foundation |

Yet the path of |

| The glovy of the Church is a derivative
alory. Tt shines, not in a light of ity
own, bat in the light of the Sun of Right-
eousness, who has arisen upon it with
! healing under His wings.  All that is
| dark in this world can be made light only
by being turned towards this great Lumi-
nary and receiving illumination from His
ravs., The Church can be filled with
light, only by being made light in the
TLord  But the light of the Lord is 1i>
Word, for whatsocver maketh manifest is
licht, and by this Word all thirgs, even
the deep things of God, are made mani-
fest to the spirit of man.

Man has always been dizposed to seck
“in himself for that which can be found
| only in God. It is a marked peeculiarity
of the present day, to speak of any supe-
riority of intellec.tnal light, moral im-
| provement, OF zocial progress, to which
i the world seems to have attained, as the
| result of undivided energies of human
%n;mn-p, working upon an accumulated
!
|

inheritance of its own experiments. The
troasures of Divine wisdom communicat-
ed from Heaven, and stored up in the
- Seriptures. either go for nothing. and me
. disregarded, or are reckoned among other
inventions of man, and drawn from as de-
positories of the lessons of merely human
caancity. To those who reflect upon the
pfovidénce of God, a(',c'm‘din.é to the
principles revealed in the Bible, it appears,
that, to abate this arrogance of human
wisdom, God is so ordering His plans
that every lofty imagination will be cast
down, and the sons of men made to know
that verily the Heavens do reign, and
that wisdom, and knowledge, and fower
| belong only to the Most IIEgh.
© There are three books given to man to
study, the book of Creation, the brok of
Providenee, and the book of Revelation
or Scripture. Those who would study
any of these to good purpose, must stand
in the ways and ask for the old paths,
where is the good way, and walk therein,
not that they may travel over the very
came ground as those who have gone be-
fore them, but that they may go forward,
| and, avoiding the errors of such as have
turned aside, may advance in the same
direction as those who have already kept
the path of wisdom, and gained an in-
crease of knowledge. The Bible is em-
phatically the Book of the Church, and in
this chart her whole course is laid down,
and she has nothing to do but go on her
way under its guidance. Itis peculiarly,
therefore, the duty of the Christian to
¢ gtand in the ways, and see and ask for
the old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, that he may find rest for
his soul.” )
To this daty, as a watchman in Zion,
Mr. George has called the attention of
his people at the dedication of their new
Church. It has been built for the
worshippers of an old faith. Walkingin
the footsteps of their fathers, they have




erected this Christian Tabernacle, in
which their childeen may sing the same
sacred songs, and be guided and made
glad by the samesaving truths which have
instructed and comforted the hearts of so
many generations during their pilgrimage
through this the land of their sojournings,
Such an appeal seems peculiarly appro-
priate at the present time, when so many
things are becoming new, and so many
old things appear reudy to vanish away.
In the midst of such a universal commo-
tion it is very needful to remind our-
selves, that though the heavens and the
earth pass away, yet the Word of God
abideth forever, even that same Word
which in the Gospel is preached unto us,
as it was also to those aforetime, that
both they and we should be made perfect
together, and enter into that rest, which
after so lone a time still remaineth for the
people of God. Those who come short
of it still come short through unbelief,
and those who enter, still enter by faith,
The way is still the same, there is but the
one gate of entrance iuto Iiternal Life,
and by it the just do enter in, for thus it
is written, * The just shalllive by Faith.”

But we must proceed to give our
readers some account of the sermon itself,
from which it will appear that the writer
of it is a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, but one who knows how rightly
to divide the Word of Truth,  He has se-
iected for his text the following words of
Jeremiah @ “Thus saith the Lord, Stand
in the ways, and sce. and a=k for the old
paths, where is the good way. and walk
therein, and ye shall find rest for your
souls.” He first endeavours to correct
tlie giddy spirit of this bustling on-rush-
ing age by observing that, ¢ Motion is
not progress, unless it be motion in the
right divection,” and that “all reforma-
tion consists in a faithful return to God’s
Truth, here called the old paths.”

But, if the good way be an old way, the
way of wickedness is also in this world
nonovelty. Weare not, therefore, merely
called upon to walk in an old way, but in
the good old way, and that “not because
it is old, but because it is of God, and
cternally true.” The good way is to be
known by its being that which God hath
of 0ld marked out in His Word, the evil
way, by its beinz that which man is con-
tinually devising for himself. ¢ God
made man upright, but they have sought
out many inveantions.”

*“God sent Jeremiuh to tell the Jews of His
day, that He had marked out a certain way for
them,—an old way,—Truth as old as eternity,—
duties, ubligations and rewards as old as the first

our thut God revealed Himself to man, as his
Creator, Lawgiver and Redeemer ; and as alt
their sin and misery arose from their departare
rom this old systém of Divine Truth, so their
only safety lay in returning to it.

“On the same principle, on which inspired
Prophets proceeded, did the great Protestant Re-
Ormers act. They had got light themselves from
the lamp of Heavenly Truth; they brought this
forth, held it up, and called to their fellow mor-
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tals, bewildered with all sorts of delusions,—* sce
the way,—the true way that God has marked
out for you, forsake all other ways, walk in this;
and it will lead you out of error, sin and misery,
to God, to piety, to life everlasting.’

* Since that memorable time Europe has had
many reforiers, and has needed them, but most
of them have failed miserably, They knew not
the old path of God’s Truth. They had only
learied the new way of the infidel philosophy,
that conld afford them no safe guidance in their
difficult task, but could only lead them, as it did,
into belpless confusion and frightful ruin. Hence
the terrible labours of the leaders of the French
Revolution, and the disastrous consequences,—
when compared with the labours of Luther and
Knox, and the results that followed their etforts,
—furnish a measure of singular accuracy, by
which we may arrive at the relative valne of the
two methods, by which it has been attempted to
reform men, and improve civil and religious in-
stitutions.”

Bat, if man cannot reform the world
under the guidance of his own unaided
wisdom, this wisdom of man is still less
qualified to improve upon the lessons of
the Word of God.

“Had man invented Religion, he might have
improved it. He could not do the former, it is
at his peril if he attempts the latter. But, while
Revelation leaves no room for investigation, it,
nevertheless, affords abundant scope fir mental
effort and progress in the investigation of its
doctrines and duties, and in the faithful applicu-
tion of these.”

Having explained the general sense of
the text, the preacher proceeds to illustrate
certain doctrines which naturally flow
froni the principle thus established, as,—

“ First.—That for the salvation of sinners the
oll doctrine of justification by the righteousness
of Christ, must be adhered to; and, if it has been
in any way abandoned, there must be a return to
it, else there can be no safety for the soul.”

Under this head the preacher makes
some appropriate remarks on that old
way of folly, by which man, though a
sinper, still desires to return to God
through a righteousness of his own, but
which neither is nor can be a way of per-
fect rightéousness, while in no other way
than a way of perfect righteousness can
there be any rational well founded expec-
tation of meeting with God, who changeth
not, and in none of His dealings with us
will deviate from the strictest principles
of the most perfect rectitude.

“The Covenant of works as God gave it, and
as man would wodify it, are two very different
things. As God gave it, and as perfectly suited
to the primitive condition of man, it has all the
graudeur of justice and truth, and simplicity of
first principles. It is, do this,—do all that Gnd
requires, and thou shalt live, but fail in one
jot of thelaw and thou shalt perish. But the
scheme of salvation by merit, as man modifies it,
is as various as his knowledge, his moral tastes,
or his fancy. A holy and just God. is Lut im-
perfectly seen in this theory, while man’s guilt
and depravity are not taken into any thing like
full account.  Hence the erroneous inference that
by the works of the law man can be saved. ‘This
is an old way, but not the good old way.

“The grood old way is Jesus Christ, the Way,
the Truth and the Life, the same yesterday, to-day
and forever. e abolished death by taking that
death upon Himself ; He could do this, no one
else could, and by what He did and suffered He
put matters to rights. Hence He is the Lord our
.ngpteousness, and all who believe in Him are
justified from all things, from which, by the law,

133

they could not be justified. The substitution
was wondrous, the sacrifice was amazing, yet all
in the highest degree suitahle. For it was the
voluntary substitution of Him innocent for us
guilty,—of Him in every sense all powerful, for
us in every sense all weakness, and all helpless-
ness, He drank the bitter cup to the dregs, then
said, *It is finished” Yea, my brethren, and
was not that work most gloriously finished, for,
while mercy was crowned at the cross. justice
held the sceptre unshaken on the throne.”

The good old way of justification by
faith in Christ he then proceeds to illus=
trate in its genuine effects on the life and
conversation of those who truly seek after
God through faith in His Son.

“To walk in the good old path, implies a
thorough practical piety, and that every duty be
made a matter of conscience.

“ Those who walk in this good old way will
worship God in love and reverence, and will
strive to have a pure and consistent morality.”

While Mr. George is calling the at-
tention of his congregation to the good
old way in which the people of God have
walked in all generations, it will be seen,
even from the extracts we have given,
and still more clearly from a perusal of
the whole discourse, that he is not un-
mindful, ¢that every scribe that is in.
structed unto the kingdom of Heaven is
like unto a man that is a householder
that bringeth forth out of his treasures
things new and old.” Tt is the old un-
changing and unchangeable truths of
Seripture which he secks to present, but
he endeavours to present them in a way
accommodated to the present circumstan-
ces and state of mind of his hearers, a
matter of great difficulty, but of the
highest importance in the right discharge
of the work of the ministry, especially
from the pulpit. For, as Arnold observes,
“IFf the language of sermons be vague
and general, if it do not apply clearly and
directly to our own times, our own ways
of life, and habits of thought and action,
men elude its hold upon their consciences
with a-wonderful dexterity.” To do this
with any degree of effect requires no
little courageous fidelity as well as wisdom.
and discretion. Men wish to elude, and
strive by every means to elude, & consci-
entious application of Religious Truth to
their own personal modes of thought and
principles of action. They like to con-
ceive of themselves as hearing and ap-
proving of the Truth, and to be uc-
counted Clristians because they Lear and
approve, withont being troubled about
receiving and doing the Truth heard and
approved., Hence they like to have the
Truth presented to them in a way which
good and pious men have approved, be-
cause it was adapted to their circum-
star.ces, though no longer suitable to their
successors. The preacher who is deter-
mined to lay hold of the men that are
before him, runs a great risk of being
accused of innovation, and departing
himself from the good old way, though
he is only going into the wilderness to
bring back the lost sheep who have gone
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astray. After a time of great earncstness
in the Church, the truths of Religion con-
tinued for a while to be presented in that
very form of words which had been ac-
companied with power in the generation
passed away, but which in the generation
succeeding has, to both preachers and
hearers, become a mere echo of the once
living voice, lulling all into forgetfulness.
From this state of slumber the Church is
often first aroused by hearing the words
of a strange wisdom, uttered by men of
strange aspect, sounding from her watch-
towers, when she is led to suspect that,
while men slept, the enemy has entered
and taken possession of the citadel Those
who love the prosperity of Zion, trem-
bling for its safety, begin to call for the
old watchman to walk about her bul-
warks, and summon the faithful to enter
into her high towers, and sound forth the
old watch-words. But, like things done
in haste, this is often done not wisely.
In such a situation the Church seems now
to be. Iivery denomination is invoking
the aid of its ancient worthies. But to
which of our saints shall we turn. The
Puritan goes back to the days of Crom-
well ; the New Englanders to their Pil-
grim Fathers ; the Scottish Presbyterian
to the Covenanters; the Church of
Rome to the saints of her old legends ;
the Church of England still further back,
to the Fathers whose antiquity is greater
than that of the Popes ; but is not all this
a secking to the dead for the living?
These men did their appointed task in
their day, and now rest from their labours,
and their works do follow them.  Wealso
must do our appointed work in our day,
and for ourselves ; in vain will we invoke
the aid of these ancient worthies, and call
upon them to come and save us. We
must go to the ever-living Word of God
for the truths we are to teach ; we must
look into the present living world around
us in order to learn how best to teach
them. We see many indications of the
Church being in earnest, and rousing
herself to do her work, under the feeling
that a great work is given her to do, and
a heavy responsibility laid upon her not
to do it negligently.  We augur none the
worse for her success, that few or none
know what is best to be done, while many
feel eager to engage in the work, but are
restrained by a feeling of their insuffi-
ciency, fory, when we are weak, then are
we strong.  Our help will not come from
the men of old time, but from God, who
liveth ever, and is the same yesterday,
to-day and for ever, and to them who are
of no might giveth an increase of strength.
Through Him that loved us, and gave
Himself for us, shall we, the men of this
generation, be made strong for our work,
and more than conguerors over all that
oppose His Truth. One thing is certain,
the work given us to do must by us be
done, or remain undone for ever, and for
the failure we must give an account, and
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it will be required at no other hand than
ours.
Stand in the ways, and see, ask for the
old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein and ye shall find rest for
your souls.” We had almost forgot our
office as critics in noticing this sermon ;
and indeed our object in bringing it un-
der the eye of our readers was not so much
to criticize as call their attention to the
important subject of which it treats.  Mr.
George is well knownin the connexion to
which he belongs, as a vigorous and fajth-
ful preacher of the Word, and highly
respected by his brethren in the ministry,
to all of whom he is well known for the
manly, open, straightforward and zealous
part he takes in all the deliberations of
our Church Courts. This discourse is
Jjust such as they would expect from him
—a distinct statement of weighty truths
fervently pressed home in language strong
and clear, chosen not to soothe the ear,
but to enlighten the understanding,,and
impress conviction on the heart.

CORRESPONDENCE.

{The Conductors of *“The Presbyterian” do not hold
themselves responsible for the opinions expressed in
the communications that mway, from time to time,
appear under this head. }

For the Presbyterian.

THE SUPPORT OF THE MINISTRY.

Our attention has recently been drawn
to this subject, owing to our having read
a dizcussion which took place in the Free
Church Assembly as to the claims of
their Sustentation Fund upon the people.
The consideration of its position occupied
an evening of their Assembly, and mnch
that was -advanced was extremely appli-
cable to other Churches as well as their
own. When on the suggestion of the
lamented Dr. Chalmers this Fund was
established, the principle upon which it
was based was, that there should be one
common Fund, into which all the sub-
scriptions and donations given for the
support of the Ministry should flow, and
out of which the ministers should receive
an equal allowance. The amonnt which
it was intended should be received by
each clergyman was £150; but the Funds
have never permitted the payment of
beyond £115 to each. It isevident that,
if the Voluntary System was in any case
likely to be successful, it would have been
by the adoption of such a scheme as this,
by which the pastor of the poorest con-
gregation and of the richest should be put
upon an equality, as regarded their stated
allowance. The results, however, have a
tendency to convince us that, even under
the most favourable circumstances, the
Voluntary System isa very uncertain one,
and this seems to be fully felt by the Free
Church. Dr. Buchanan of Glasgow en-
tered into lengthy details upon the sub-
ject, and, as Convener of the Committee
in charge of the Fund, after stating that
there was “ no one subject which required
their more anxious consideration”—com-

To us also ¢ Thus saith the Lord, .

plained that “ministers, instead of taking
a hizh tone on the subject, almost apolo-
gised for attending to it at all.” This
“error reqaired to be overthrown and
extinguished, for if the Free Church was
not to shrivel np into a stunted and
insignificant seet,—if it was not to be
stricken with impstency, justice must be
done to the Sustentation Fund.” Our
object in alludinz to this matter is not to
disparage the efforts of the Free Church;
but our intention is to extract from the
speeches made ‘on the discussion of the
state of this Fund some remarks which,
we think, will be found profitable to our
readers, and peculiarly applicable to this
country. The great evil which scems to
hang like an incubus on all the Churches
at the present time, is the paucity of
young men of high attainments who are
found devotinz themselves to the Minis-
try. We believe that we are justified in
stating that this is experienced to a
greater or lesser extent in all the Protest-
ant churches; and we are inclined to
believe that there is a tendency in the
publie mind to depreciate the office of the
Ministry. while there is also a disinclina-
tion to afford them that measure of sup-
port to which they are justly entitled.
The minister shonld (and as laymen,
writing in a lay newspaper, we can speak
with freedom, and without suspicion of
being influenced by caste) be placed in
a situation which should not only elevate
him far beyond actual want, but should
enable him to provide suitably for the
comfort of those dependent upon him.
How can a minister devote himself solely,
as he should do, to the work of his office,
if his mind is distracted by the narrow-
ness of his means, which, it may be, put
him to a thousand shifts to give his chil-
dren an edncation befitting their station?
Yet in many cases this is his position;
and the following remarks of Dr. Bochan-
an, which we take from the Edinburgh
Witness, may induce some to give the
subject some consideration :—

«T fear there are not a few of our people who
not only have no right sense of the claim which
the cause of God has upon their worldly sub-
stance, but who have very low views as to what
constitutes a fitting maintenance for a minister of
Christ. There is a large class of minds to which
it seems the fittest possible thing that the skilful
physician, or the painstaking lawyer, or the
plodding merchant, should earn his one, two,
three, or even five thousand a year, while they
cannot at a!l understand what elaim even the

‘most learned or laborious minister tan have over

as many hundreds. (Hear, hear.) The volgarity
to which I allude is not by any means always, or
even chiefly, confined to the lower ranks of life.
I remember a place of worship in the Scottish
Episcopal Church, the front galleries of which
were occupicd by lords and lairds, whose united
annual income was upwards of £100,000 a-yenr,
and the minister of which was left to starve on a
miserable stipend of £90. It was commonly un-
derstood that one of the said lords gave about
twice that amount of salary to his French cook.
(Hear, and a laugh.) No wonder that rustics
amd citizens should think our Free Church divid-
ed an ample fortune, when they find themselves
kept in countensnce by those who ought to know -



better. (Applanse)) There is rathing more cer-
tain than this, that to impoverish the Ministry is
to degra'e it. ¢ Surely,” said Dr. Vaughan, the
distinguizhed president of the Laneashire Inde-
pendent College., and editor of the British Quar-
terly, when speakine, two or three vears ago, at
the meeting of the Congregational Union, of the
deplorable faet, that even in London there were
fourteen of their churches all vacant at the same
time, and simply because properly qualified minis-
ters cou'd not be found for them—:+ Surely this is
an unwholesome state of things. It had a cause,
and bis fear was that the canse lay deep; and
something like a regeneration of the pervading
elements of their bady was necessary to meet it
He could not but think that, so long as the great
majority of Independent ministers had to subsist
upen an income not ahove that which was sup-
pited to the ordinary skilful eitizen for his duties,
1t could not be expected, without expecting
miracles, that the majority of Independent min-
isters would be men i marked capacity and great
culture. It would be to expeet that God would
supply a race of iartyrs 1o poverty, to anticipate
anything of this kind, anid that, too, in an age
when thers were openings in all directions for
men of sagacity and talent.” (Hear, hear.) There
is a truth in that statement which it greatly con-
cerns the members of onr Church to ponder well.
The evil against which it ought to warn us is
neither less real nor less formidable, that it may
not come upon us all at once.  On the contrary,
the danger of its overtaking us is all the greater,
because, like o consumption, it belongs toits very
nature to steal in upon us imperceptibly, and at
first only by decrees.  They are but the few who
can discover things in their seeds or principles ;
—the mass never see them till they come out in
their gross results. The sagacious statesinan
may desery the coming revolution in the little
cloud no bigger than o maw’s hand ; the muiti-
tude get their first intimution of it from the
bursting of the storm. (Applause) 'The Dis-
ruption has reduced the average income of our
ministers, and still we see the same, or similar
men, in our punlpits. notwithstanding. Because
it is 50 now, the unthinking lwagine it will be so
always. But time, heedless of their folly, will
tell another tale. The laws which regulate God’s
moral government are as immutable us they are
Just. He that soweth sparingly shall reap also
sparingly.  With what measure men mete it shall
be meted to them again.  Supineness and selfish-
ness will not 1o the dong run fuil of their reward.
Purents will gradunlly cease to give the best of
their sons, and the best of their sons will gradually
cease to give themselves, to w work which they
see Is to involve them in perpetual pecuniary
struggles,  (Hear, hear.) In such a condition
they cannot but foresee, that, while their useful-
ness must be grievously impaired, their comfort
must be destroyed. A certain social position is in-
dispensable in order to secure for a minister that
considerationand influence without which he posi-
tively injures, instead of advancing, the ends of
his exalted office.  Constituted as society is, that
social position cannot possibly be either nequired
or mamtained without a respectable temporal
provision.”

A lay member of the Free Church, Mr,
Moneriefl, also expressed himself as fol-
lows :—

1t is the absolute duty of the Church to put
her ministers in such & position as that they
shou'd not be obliged to spend anxious days and
wukeful nights thinking how to wake ends meet,
how to educate their childien, how to provide for
sickness or ol uge—(Hear, and applause)—but
to put them in a position in which they shall not
be troubled with such considerations as these
while labouring in the cause of godliness, but
enabled to give their undivided time, their undis-
turbed thought, and their unremitting exertions,
to that work for which they have laid themselves
a:ndg from the world, and to which they are
anxious to devote their strength and labour.
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i (Applause) T am told that there is abroad a

feeling and idea, that, after all, there is something
improper in paying ministers too much. (Hear,
and a laugh.) Thereis a notion that there is
something secular and malicious in the idea of
paving a minister money. (A laugh) Avd it
seems to be thought, that, if he is able to live after
a manner, and is able to attend to his duties, there
is no oceasion for giving him a large sum. My
reverend friend spoke most truly when he
characterised this as a most valzar notion. A
generous mind, in whatever rank of life, high
or low, (and there is vulgarity in both) a mind
embued with Gospel Truth and Gospel prin-
ciples would revolt at sucha sentiment as vtterly
dezradine.  If we pride ourselves in spending our
substance on anything needy, it should be to make
him, who ministers to us the Bread of Life, com-
fortable and free from cares as to physical neces-
saries. I can conceive of no more noble applica-
tion of any wealth or substance with which we
may be blessed. And the idea of leaving the
ministers of the Gospel in domestic discomfort,
while men of not greater ability are raised by
their own exertions, not in a more honourable
sphere, to affluence and abundance. I hope the
Church will raise up her testimony sgzainst such
an idea, and vindicate the principle, not merely
that the labourer is worthy of his hire, but that it
is the humblest and most appropriate application
of the riches with which the members of the Free
Church have been blessed, to render them for the
purpose of enabling those who minister to them
in holy things to do so in peace and comfort.
But, as Dr. Buchanan hinted, the matter is also
a great deal more serious than that ; for, if you
leave the Sustentation Fund at its present point,
you can no longer expect to keep up the calibre

.. . ]
of our ministers ; they will no longer be a class |

of men of the education, the talent and the ener-
v, which are so absolutely essential for the work
of the Ministry. But itis certain that,if the means
of our ministers are kept at the present low point,
many men will not allow their sons to come ous
for the Ministry to be consigned to a pevpetual
struggle between decency and poverty. (Uear,
hear.) I can even conceive of men not feeling it
their duty to enter upon the Ministry-in such cir-
cumstances, and of parents who would not allow
their children to do s0.  Besides which you have
to do with men who have the world before them,
and of whom a high curricalum and expensive
education are required. and yet to whom no

greater inducement is offered than one which is |

totally inadequate to the proper and decent sup-
port of his station. (Iewr) It bas been said,
that the deleterious effect of such astate of things
will come on us imperceptibly. My opinion is,
that it will also come quickly. (Hear) In the
first place, if we lower the standard of our Min-
istry, we lose our hold of the congregations, and
thereby even of our present resources for the
maintenance of the Ministry; and that in its turn
re-acts upon the other; and thus I predict you
have, if a reformation be not effected, the seeds
of the destruction of the Free Church. Every
man of inferior attainments, who is set over a
congregation, tends to impair the funds of the
Church, and thereby to lower the standard of the
Ministry still further ; so that, unless we fairly
set our shoulders to this work, we are sowing the
seeds of, it may be, a not very gradual decay.
(Hear, hear.) What, then, is to be done?”

Dr. Duff brought his usual eloquence
to bear upon the consideration of the state
of this Fund, which he called + the Back-
bone of theiyEcelesiastical Establishment.”
In the course of his speech he made use
of the following apposite and appropriate
illustration of the duty of the people to
support the Ministry :

‘In reference to the alleged secularity of the
Sustentation Fund many pithy remavks Luve been

}nade, and it is not uecessary to enter particularly
into the view of the subject. But in regard to

I evil which must be met.
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this one remark, * The labourer is worthy of his
hire,” it seems to be putting the duty on the very
Jowest footing. It is to say, as logicians do, a
Jortiori, that, if a common labourer is worthy of
his hire, how much more a spiritual labourer.
Let us lovk at the thing fairly. In regard to
earthly commodities you may talk of mercantile
barter or exchange, because the products have a
similitude the one to the other.  One terrene com-
modity is like another, and may be exchanged
forit.  The one is of similar substance tothe other,
ar bearssome proportionate valuetoit;and between
them, therefore, you may get a common standard
of value. But apply the principle toothersubjects,
which have still the resemblance of a comwon
material nature. Take the clods of the valley
and the sunbeams. Is there any here who, by the
rules of Arithmetie, can tell of the sunbeams, what
proportionate valuc they bear to the sods of the
valley ?  You see that the things are incommen-
surable, becanse of the disparity betwixt them in
regard to kind; they are altogether heteroge-
neous, so that, in like manner, if people come
with some portion of the dross of earth, and get
in exchange the pure gold of the sanctuary, then
these things are more incommensurable still than
the sods of the valley and the sunbeams. (Cheers.)
Or, if they bring of the bread of earth, which per-
isheth, and get in return that which is imperisha-
ble, and the Water of Life, of which if they drink,
they shall never thirst, instead of the one being
thought an equivalent for the other, it ought to be
as a tribute of gratitude to the ministers who deal
out these absolutely priceless commodities, and
supremely a tribute ot gratitude to God Himself,
whose servants they are. (Hear, hear.) Take,
then, this spiritual and seriptural view of the sub—
Jject, and thus you will see at once, that, to pretend
to give something equivalent or proportionate in
value to what is received—snmething terrene and
passing for that which is spiritual and eternal,—
is to talk neither good sense, nor logical sense,
nor any very intelligible sense at all.” (Cheers.)

Professor Miller also entered at great
lergth upon the discussion of the subject.
He stated the failure of their efforts to
raise the stipend of their Ministers was an
He also ex-
po-ed very forcibly the danger which
would result from the Ministry being
underpaid,—a danger to which, it is
evident, every Church is more or less
exposed, and which, we fear, is threaten-
ingly apparent in our own day, and on
this continent. Mr. Miller said,—

“But it would not do to sit down calmly to
contemplate that evil. The time had come,
more than eome, when that must be boldly faced,
aud honest exertion made to retrieve it. (Hear,
heur) There was a loud warning rung in their
cars, that, if they did not now bestir themselves
in right earnest, and as one man,—he did not
mean by any sudden spaswodic wovement, such
as had been common of late years in emergencies,
and which must ever, according to the general law
of all such movements, while achieving a tem-
porary and partial suceess, end uliimately in tor-
por and paralysis,—if a deliberate, determined,
general, and sustained effort be not now made,
(continued the Professor), it is plain that our
course, to all human sight and sense, must be
downwards. (Cheers,) We all know how easy it
is to lapse and lose, hotw difficult to recover und
regain., And it is plainly our duty now tu deter-
mine whether farther ground will yet be ceded, or
whethef we will resolve, with God's help, not only
to recover that which we have lost, but also to
reach that higher ground which we have hitherto
often proposed, but always failed, to oceupy.
(Cheers.) The practical question now is, Are we
aware of the inevitable results of an underpaid
Ministry, and are we prepared to abide by these ?
Dr Buchanan quoted an important authority on
this subject. Let me give anotherfrom the other
side of the Atlantic. Speaking on the subject of
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cheap preaching, Mr Mason, the authority to
which I refer, says,—*There has been on this
subject an absurd squeamishness in those whom
the Lord has authorised to *“live by the Gospel.”
They have borne an1 forhorne ; they have sub-
mitted to every species of sacrifice, rather than
disoblige the people. It is time to claim their due
in modest but manly tone, and throw the fear-
ful responsibility of expelling an enlightened
Ministry from the Church upon those who are
able, but not willing, to support it honourably.
We say enlightened Ministry, for we have no con-
ception that niggardly provision will soon strip
her of everything in the shape of a minister,
You cannot place the pecuniary recompense so
low as that it shall not be an object for somebody,
Fix your salary at fifty dollars a-year, and you
shall not want candidates. Butthen they will be
fitty-dollar men. All genius, all learning, all
high character, all capacity for expausive useful-
ness, will be swept away ; and rudeness, ignor-
ance, and impudence, and vulgarity , will become
the religious directors of the nation. The man
is blind who does not see matters fast hastening
to this issue in the United States,” (Cheers.)
1t seems to me that this is 2 most pregnant testi-
mony in our present position, and well worthy of
the consideration of the people of this Church.
(Hear, hear) With the present crippled state
of the Fund Church extension was out of the
question. He would not wish to be considerad as’
opposing Church extension in the ubstract. He
wished the people to place the Sustentation Fund
so s to admit of Church extension. (Loud cheers.)
In its present insufficient state all that could be
done was to seek to maintain a decent competence
for the sl ready existing staff. These men had
been inadequately remunerated hitherto; and
Church extension could be done only at their fur-
ther expense, literally rubbing Peter to pay Paul.
(Cheers,and laughter.) They did not fear deteri-
oration of the Disruption men, it was true, unless
it were in their physical condition by reason of
hard, anxious labour, combined with the res
angusta domi. (Hear, hear.) Their morale would
not degenerate. But it was to the coming men
that they must now look,—to the fifty-dollar men
(Cheers); and surely there was goud ground
for serious alarm in that direction, remembering
the quaint but truthful saying, that “a scanda-
lous maintenance makes a scandalous ministry.”
(Cheers).—We know very well,—to use an
illustrdtion not inapt in these railway times,—
how dangerous itis to “ let down the plant” in the
working management. (Hear, hear.) Engines
ill constructed originally,—an inferior article,-—
afterwards ill tended-to, ill oiled and greased, ill
burnished, ill coked,~-soon bring a line, first to
disrepute, and then to bankruptey. (Cheers.)
Let down the plant, and the shares must follow,
Let down the plant of our Free Church, and is it
not apparent to all. that-so lonz as God works
by ordinary means,—so long as direct miraculous
intervention is withheld,—loss, it may be irrepa-
rable loss, must accrue to all parties concerned,
not Lo ministers alone or even mainly, but throuch
them, to the whole Church ;—loss of character,
of usefulness, of stability,—nay, of very existence.

The difficulty which the Free Church
thus experiences in providing a suitable
income for their Ministers, might, we
should think, induce those to pause who
are now agitating so strenuously to obtain
the diversion from their legitimate pur-
pose of those funds, which, obtained at
the sacrifice of much treasure, were set
apart by the English Crown for the sup-
port of “a Protestant Clergy” in this
Province. If in populous and wealthy
Scotland the Free Church have cause to
apprehend a deterioration of their Minis-
try, because adequate support is not given
them, if in London 14 Independent
churches were empty because ministers
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could not be found for them, it would be

well that such agitators should recollect,
that in this new and sparsedly settled coun-
try a like state of things may easily be
brought out. It is easy to pull down,
but much more difficult to build up; and,
if the remuneration given to clergymen
be reduced so low as “to expel an en-
lightened Ministry,” and prevent men of
high attainments from entering into the
Ministry, the consequences must be very
disastrous.—A Layman.
For the Presbyterian.
THE CHURCH A};DO%ENERAL EDUCA-
"ION.

That the Bible was intended by its Au-
thor to be employed in the instruction of
children, no one who reads it can doubt.
The solemn injunctions, which it lays
upon parents, and all to whose care chil-
dren are committed, to train them up in
the way in which they should go, and the
fact that it at the same time points out
what that way is. and denounces every
other way as leading to destruction, and
every other instruction as instruction
which causes to err, establishes the nature
of itz own claim beyond dispute. Those
who deny the Bible to be the Word of
God may also deny its claim to be em-
ployed as the principal, if not the sole,
instrument in teaching youth,—all that it
is of the highest importance for them to
learn, namely, their personal, social, and
religious obligations. But men cannot
consistently refuse obedience to this claim
of the Bible, or at the same time, receive
it as the Word of God, and the only rule
to direct them how to fulfil the ends for
which He created them. This indeed is
so far felt by all who profess to be Chris-
tians as to lead them in some general
way to acknowledge that the traths of
their religion should be presented to the
human mind from its very first opening.
No one thercfore pretending to be a
Christian will openly plead that Christian-
ity should be excluded from our Schools
and Universities. But many, of whom
it would be a calumny to say, that their
religion is mere pretence, make a dis-
tinction between permitting Christianity
to enter our Educational Institutions, and
allowing the Church to do so. The in-
fluence of Christianity, it is true, and the
influence of the Church are by no means
identical.  Their operations, in many
cases, are only too easily distinguishable.
Their effects are frequently not only dis-
tinct, but diverse. A spirit may preside
in what professes to be the Chureh, bit-
terly opposed to the true spirit of Christ-
ianity. But what is the remedy to be
sought for this? Is it, to destroy the
Charch, and cripple it in the discharge
of its proper functions, or to endeavour
to correct its spirit, apd reform its insti-
tutions ?

That Christians ought to seck to pro-
mote the cause of their religion in the
world in & corporate or Church capacity,

has been so generally felt and admitted,
that it may be regarded as an axiom of
their system. The attempts ‘made by
wild enthusiasts, from time to time, to
disrerard the Church principle, have only
served to confirm its utility, and deepen,
in all sober-minded men, a conviction of
its necessity.

Further it has never been found that
the education of the youth of a commu-
nity can be conducted on the principle
of teaching each singly by himself, They
must be taught together in what from
the circumstance are properly designated
as Common Schools. That Christianity
should preside over the instruction com-
municated in these schools, none, with
whom we have to do, will dispute. What
we wish them to eonsider is, whether this
can be brought about without any inter-
ference on the part of the Church.

We, by no means, identify the Church
with the clergy, though their office is so
important that we do not see how the
Church can act to any good purpose in
such a matter, if thie other members feel
compelled to act in it, either without their
ministers altogether, or in such a way as
implies that they cannot be trusted with
what scems so essential a part of their
office, as superintending the education of
the young. If any Church is cursed
with such a cleray as eannot be entrusted
with the superintendence of the educa-
tion of the young, the first duty is to try
to get rid of them. They must be very
dangerous teachers for themselves, if they
cannot be trusted with the teaching of
their children. If any body of clergy
are unfit to be entrusted with this, let it
be shown that they are, and on this
ground let it be sought to exclude them.
But why should the abuses of a portion
be made a ground for excluding all ?
Has not all the infatuation which usually
characterizes the denial of a general prin-
ciple, for the sake of some temporary
expedient, marked the conduct of those
Christian parties who, here and elsewhere,
scek to separate the Church from the
Schools ?  One professed object of such
is to get education out of the hands of
the priests; but the result, to which their
efforts evidently tend, is to divide the
education of the country between the
Papists and the Infidels.

The British Government adopted for
India a system of public education es-
sentially the same as that proposed by
many for this Province. Parents and
Churches were to take heed to the reli-
gious opinions of the youty belonging to
them as might to them seem good ; but
religion was to have no place in the com-
mon instraction provided for all by the
State. The Hindoo was to learn his re-
ligion from the Brahmin and the Christian
from the minister of the Gospel. But
did the God of Christians, the only living
and true God, smile upon this irreligious
system? No, by no means. Christians of



all denominations, who beheld its work-
ings, looked on it with dismay. From
persons on the spot testimonies were con-
tinually lifted up against it, as fostering
the delusions of the heathen, and bring-
ing a reproach upon the religious profes-
sion of the parties who called themselves
Christians, and yet dared to establish
schools which could not be called schools
of Christianity. )

The Church of Scotland established
Schools in India, which both were and
were intended 1o be called Christian
schools, in which they undertook to teach
not only the science but the religion of
Christians, leaving it, however, to their

scholars to make such profit by eithgr as .

their conscience should direct.  This con-
duct God seems to have blessed, and all
the Churches have joined in giving it
their praise.

Are we then to reject in Canada the
system which we applaud in India, and
seek to introduce here that which there
found favour neither with God nor with
good men ?

Besides, has any body of Christian
Missionaries provided from any Church
ordenomination to plant the Gospelin any
quarter of the world, that has not from
the first laboured to connect the Church
with the School, and has not received
praise for doing the same? If in our
more coppli -ated state of society, with
our numerous sectarian divisions, jarring
feelings, and conflicting interests, it is
more difficult in many cases to decide
what is fit and proper, yet surely it can
never be either fit or proper to violate
what seems so fundamental a principle of
our religion, as to separate, even in idea,
a Christian from a common education, or
what, it will be found, amounts to the
same thing, to effect a divorce between
the Chareh and the School.

A MINISTER.

For the Presbyterian.
HISTORY OF PRESBYTERIANISM.
No. 2.

[ Continued from the July Number,]

The essential principles of Presbyterian Church
urder were of very early origin, Those prin-
ciples are the authoritative binding of the
whole Church together, as one body; and con-
ducting this government, uot vy the entive Ecclesi-
astical population, but by representatives, elected
by, and acting on behalf of the whole. That
this mode of administering the aifuirs of the visi-
ble Church was adopted long before the coming
of Christ, is certain, and can be doubted by none
Who intelligently and impartially read the Old
lestament Scriptures. Lven before the institu-
tion of the ceremonial economy, while the cove-
hanted people of God were yet in bondage in
“2ypt, we find that they had their Elders, that is,
their men of gravity, experience, and wisdom,
Who were obeyed as heads of tribes, and rulers
Bmoug the people, (Exod. iii, 16). The powers
“Omigitted to them, and exercised by them, are
N0t purticularly specified; but we may take for
Sranted, with confidence, that their office was to
ISpect and govern the people, and to adjust all
Isputes, both of a civil and ecclesiastical nature.
oviore the publication of the Law from Mount

Dei, and unterior to the establishment of the |

i terianism were universally established.
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ceremonial economy, Moses chose wise and able
men out of the tribes of Isracl, made them rulers
overthousands, over hundreds,over fifties, and over
tens, (Exod. xviii.) These rulers are elsewhere,
in almost every part of the Old Testament, styled
Elders. Tothem, as we are expressly informed,
all the ordinary cases of government and disci-
pline were committed. The same mode of dis-
pensing justice and order among the people
seems to have been employed after the ing'itution
of the Aaronic priesthood; during the time of the
Judges and of the Kings: during the Babylonish
captivity, and after the return of the captives
from Babylon. At whatever time the Synagogue
system was adopted, it is evident that the plan of
conducting government by means of a hody of
Flders was universal throngh all the land of
Juden, up to the time of the Saviour’s advent.
The Synagogues were the parish churches of the
Jews. There the crdinary worship and instruc-
tion of the Sabbath was conducted, and the ex-
communication of an individual from the body of
the professing people of God was expressed by
“ putting him out of the Synagogue.” In these
Synagogues the essential principles of Presby-
The

similarity. as to every important point, was exact.

i Inshort, during the whole tract of time embraced

in the history of the Mosaic economy, we have
complete evidence, that the ecclesiastical govern-
ment, as well as the civil, was conducted under
God, the Supreme Ruler, by boards of Elders,
acting as the authorised representatives of the
people. In no instance, in either Church or
State, is a case recollected, in which the popula-
tion was called together to settle a dispute, or
dispense justice between persons at variance.
The representation system was universally in use.
The work of administering justice was always
done by a body of rulers or officers, commonly
styled, amidst all the changes of dispensation,
*“ Tilders of the people.”

Nothing like the independency of particular
Synagogues was admitted or thought of. A sys-
tem which bound the whole community together,
as one visible professing body, was uniformly in
op-ration.

The first converts to Christianity being all na-
tive Jews, who had been always accustowed to
the exercise of government by benches of
 Elders,” in the manner just specified; and this
representative plan being so equitable; so wise,
and so convenient in itself, no wonder that the
same plan was adopted by the Apostlesin organ-
izing the primitive Church. Accordingly, as in
the aceount which the inspired writers give of
the Jewish constitution, we read continually of
the “ Rulers of the Synagogue,” ard of the
“ Elders of the people,” as a body distinguished
from the priests; so, when they proceed to give
us an account of the organization and proceedings
of the New Testament Church, we find the same
language used in cases almost innumerable, We
read of « Elders being ordained in every Church,”
of an important question being referred- to a
synod, made up of * Apostles and Elders,” of
“Flders who ruled well, but did not labour in the
Word and Doctrine,” of “the Elders of the Church
being called together to consider ecclesiastical
questions,” of the “Elders of the Church being
called for to visit and pray over the sick, &c.”

The question, whether the exact mode of con-
ducting the government and discipline of the
Church, which we find delineated in the New
Testament, is oblizatory on Christians now, is
one concerning which there is no small diversity
of opinion. That an entire conformity to that
model, in every minute particular, is essential to
the existence of the Church, will be maintained
by few, and certainly by no Preshyterians.
None can doubt, however, that it is most expe-
dient and safe to keep. as near as may be, to that
plan of Church order, which inspired men
upproved and left in use, when they ceased from
their Iabours. As to what that p'an was, it
would really seem almost impossible that intelli-
gent and impartial readers of the New Testa-
ment should entertsin different opinions. The
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moment we open the inspired history of the
Apostolic age, we find & style of speaking con-
cerning the officers of the Church, and a state-
ment of facts, which evince beyond all contro-
versy, that the model of the Synagogue was that
which was then adopted, and which was left in *
universal use, when inspired men surrendered the
Church to their successors. We tind preaching
the Gospel, “feeding the sheep and the lambs”
of Christ, and administering the Christian Sacra-
ments, the highest offices entrusted to the Minis-
ters of Christ, We find a plurality of * Ilders,”-
by Divine direction, ordained in every Church.
In no instance iu the whole New Testament, do
we find an organized congregation under the
watch nnd care of a single officer.  Farther, we
find “bishop,” and “elder,” titles given inter-
changeably to the same persons, plainly showing
that the term * bishop,” in the Apostolic age,
was the title which designated the pastor or
“overseer” of a single flock or church. We
find in the New Testament history no trace of
Prelacy. All priority or pre-eminence among
the Ministers of Christ is expressly rebuked and
forbidden. When the Saviour left the world, He
commissioned no higher officer in His church—
speaks of none higher than he who was empow-
ered togo forth and * teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost.” The ordaining power
is manifestly represented as possessed and exer-
cised by ordinary pastors, and as performed by
the “laying-on or the hands of the Presbytery.”
There is not a solitary instance to be found in all
the New Testament of an Ordination being per-
formed by a single individual, whether an ordi-
nary, or an extraordinary minister. In all the
cases which we find recorded or hinted at, a plu-
rality of Ordainers officiated. When Paul and
Barnabas were designated to a special mission, it
was by a plurality of “ Prophets and Teachers
of the Church in Autioch, (Acts xiii). When
they went forth to preach and organize Churches,
we are informed that they together * ordained
Elders in every church.,” Timothy was ordained
by the laying-on of the hands of the Presbytery;
(1 Tim iv. 14,) and even when the Deacons were
set apart to their office, it is plain from the narra-
tive (Acts vi. 1-6), that a plurality laid hands
upon them with prayer and fasting.” It is plain,
too, that the whole visible Church in the Apos-
tolic age, whether in .Jerusalem or in Antioeh, in
Philippi or in Ephesus, was regarded as one body,
all governed by the same laws, subject to the
same authority, and regulated by the same judi-
cial decisions, Thus, when a question arose
which interested and affected the whole Christian
community, it was decided by a Syncd of the
* Apostles and Elders at Jerusalem,” and the
* decrees” of that Synod were sent down to *all
the churches” to be registered and obeyed.
Here was evidently an assembly of Ministers and
Elders. acting as the representatives ot the whole
Church, and pronouncing judicial decisions,
which were intended to bind the whole body. 1f
this be not Presbyterianisn, then there is nothing
of the kind, either in Scotland, or in Canada.

( To be continued. )

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

The following statement, which we have
prepared, will give some idea of the pro-
gress of the operations of three of the
leading Missionary Societies of other de-
nominations:

Cuurca or ExcLAND Missions ixy INpIa,

We learn from a Report of the opera-
tions of this Society, that in North India
the station, occupied by them were 20.
The Missionaries employed were 24, viz.,
Lutherans5, Lay assistants 7, and 1 female.
Natives and Eurasians, 164 male and 17
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female teachers, Attendants at public wor- |

ship 3087, Communicants 1123, Schools
83. Attendance in School and Semi-
naries 5423. The operations of this
Society have not been marked at the
conclusion of its fiftieth year by any
striking featares. The number of con-
verts was somewhat less than fifty; but to
a large number of the people has been
communicated by this and other missions
a knowledge of the truths of the Gospel.
Much fruit is looked for from the rising
generation, who have had an early Chris
tinn education, and mauny of them, it is
hoped, will be led to offer up prayers and
praises, and sing, “ Thou art the King. of
Glory.” Of the native Christians the
Report states, that a few comfort their
ministers by their progress in Christian
attainments, but some tares continue to
spring up with the wheat. On the whole
the Commiittee have ground for encourage-
ment, and the work 1s progressing surely.
—oeround for expansion being constantly
Iaid throngh the education of the children
of Heathen and Mahommedan parents.

LoxpoN MisstioNary SocieTy, PoLynEsia.

In Samoa 14 missionaries are employ-
ed. In the Harvey Islands, five and ten
native assistants; in the Society Islands,
four and two native teachers; in the
Georgian Isiands eight missionaries are
employed by this Society. During the
past year two or three native evangelists
fell victims to the revolting violence of
the people whom they sought to save.
From Samoa the Directors of the Socicty
had received a revised munuseript of the
entire New Testament in the native lan-
guage, a language before unwritten and
unformed. How changed will be the
condition of these savage islanders, when
they have turned from the thick darkness
in which their beclouded minds are sunk,
and have been taught to sit beneath the
saving beams of the Gospel Light.

WEeSLEYAN MisstoNARY SOCIETY, FRIENDLY
IsLaNDs.

Many of the people have become
Christians, and from their dwellings rise
hymns of praise and thanksgiving to the
one true God. The king has embraced
Christianity, and is an elognent and sue-
cessful preacher of the Gospel. Still,
thongh much has been done, more re
mains to be done in the way of elevat-
ing the people from barbarism to the con-
dition of a Christian community.

SANDWICH ISLANDS,

The admissions to the churches last
year in connection with this missicn were
1600. 200 pupils were tanghtin boarding-
schools, and the government have assum-
ed the support of the Common Schools.
On the whole a steady progress is being
made; and, to use the language of the
mission, ¢ Krowledge is increased, the
light of the Gospel shines clearer, the
standard of morality is gradually elevated
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and Christian character is becoming more
established.”

The Church of Scotland employs two
Missionaries in London in endeavouring
to infuse some portion of the leavening
grace of the Gospel into the minds of the
Jewish population of that eity. There
is, perhaps, no field of labour which a
Christian Church is more imperatively
requested to engage in than that which
the long scattered Jews present. Let us
hope that much success may attend the
efforts of those who seek the true wel-
fare of God’s ancient people. We extract
a portion of the Journal of one of the
Missionaries.

I went to converse with a young man; and you
must allow me to describe my interview briefly.
It is too characteristic and instructive to be
omitted.

It was early, and I found him engaged at his
trade,  When I spoke ot Christ, he first looked
at me ; then turning round, directed my atten-
tion to the Ten Commandments in huge Hebrew
characters, hung up on the wall, and then to
another rude frame containing the word * Mis-
rach,”—the Keblah of the Jews, to which they
turn in prayer. Then he said, * These are the
badges of our religion ; so pray do not speak to
me of a Saviour.” 1 shall call Him then Mes-
sinh,” T replied ; but he still protested, and
begged me not to pronounce that nawe in his
house.

This man is one of a class not quite extinct in
Enczland, which professes to adhere most strictly
to the lnw of Moses, asinterpreted by the rabbis,
1. e. almost exclusively to the latter, well nigh to
the total exclusion of Moses. ‘The day on which
I saw him was that preceding the holiday of
Purim, alluded to in the Book of Esther, in
which it is usual with zealots to fast. e was
fasting, 7. e. entirely abstaining from food ; and
he told me. taking gool care to inform me of

his devoutness, that of such as himself who so ! A
¢ thase through whom this offence cometh, are also

carefully observed thelaw there were but. few left.
He meant it as a dissuasive against my attempt
to convert him. “ It is no small hardship,” he
added, ** to sit here working hard for my support,
and almost faint for want of food.” I asked
him, whether he believed that such fasting, of
which he complained as disagreeable, was accep-
table to Him who requires, and has a right to
require from sinners the inward prostration and
agony of the soul, of which fasting is the natural
attendant ; that the observance kept in this spirit
was rather a reproaching of God as a rizorous
exactor, than the honouring of Him as an of-
fende:l Lord or parent,

“Oh!” he replied, I did not mean to com-
plain ; I do not mind fasting in theleast.” Poor
infatuated man !

On leaving him I saw a person of some influ-
ence, one who writes for the instruction of his
people. He complained of the attempts made at
the conversion of Jews. Tjustified them, stating
my convietion that Christ was truly our Messiah.
« He was a fulse prophet,” the man replied coolly.
“ What are your proofs ?” I asked. *“I have &
thousand,” was his reply. *Let me hear a few
—one ! I am anxious to hear what so intelligent
a man has to say!” He looked eonfnsed, and
said ** Possibly Christ did not wish to go as far
as the Apostles did.” I reminded him that this
was shifting the question, and wished to learn
what proofs he had to urge against Christ. As
he had nothing to say, I told him frankly, that
his prejudices, far more his dislike of Christ, were
unworthy and discreditable to a person who pre-
tended to be a teacher. A TFrench writer says
somewhere :—* Prejudice is the king of the vul-
gar.” He might have added safely, of the better

i Gentile.

orders too, applying it par excellence to the
Jews,

But, while speaking to the man, I could not
help reflecting on the causes from which his state
of mind has proceeded. I reduce them to the
following :—

1. The persecutions endured by Jewsin Chris-
tian countries. I still recollect, with pain, how,
and on a certain day in the year, the memory of
the souls of the departed was celebrated in our
synagogue, and how I heard then that my ances-
tors had been murdered by Christians on the very
spot where I stood. Who will blame the youny
Jew, who knows nothing of the New Testament,
if he then feels asif the names of the martywes de-
manded of him to detest contact with Christians?

2. 'The Tdolatry of nominal Chr'stians. 3. Their
indifference to Religion. 4. Their infidelity and
infidel writings, sapping the foundations of all Re-
vealed Religion.

The facility with which men juwlge from the
professors of a creed itself, and from the creed of’
its founder, is proverbial,

Dr. Gutzlaff, the celebrated Chinese missionary,
strongly confirms these views. He told me du-
ring his recent visit to London that he often met
with Jews in China; some who still retained
their ancient faith, and others who had been
amalgamated with the natives, though their fea-
tures bore the unmistakable impress of Jewish
origin. (Deut. xxiiiv. 64.)

The former he presented with the New Testa-
ment, which they instantly recognized as homo-
genenus with their own doctrines. They soon pro-
fessod the most unreserved acquiescence.

How is it then, that the Jews who live in con-
tact with the Church in Europe and Asia abhor
this New Testament, while those who huve not
seen the practices of nominal Christianity receive
it without hesitation as Divine? The answer is
too plain to require being stated. May it lead
Christians, when they hear of Jewish gnbelief, to
<mite their own breasts, and say, * Nostra mugne
culpa!” May it make us move patient and ener-
aetie in our efforts to lead thew to Christ, from
whom we have driven them by fire and sword! T
do not deny the uilt of the Jews in allowing
themselves to be driven from Him who is the
glory of Israel; that guilt is fearfully great, and
under the curse of it we lahour as a nation; but

guilty.

The work here is difficult,—in most instances
the field appears entirely wild.  Shall it remain
s0? or shall we do the difficult work of first la-
bourers and pioneers?

The work is most discouraging and exhausting.
yet must be done, The Jewish community must be
made to know that their views of Christ have
been false; they must be told in Janguage as clear
and convineing as it ispossible that Jesus Christ is
theonlySaviour from the curse of Godfor Jewand
Hitherto, evidently this has not been
done,

The average number of individuals of the Jew-
ish persuasion who eall upon me, isabout twenty-
five per week; and, if my health permit, I visit
commonly forty or mere families a month. My
circle of acquaintance among them widens with
every “excavation” in thetr quarters. 1f the
Church wishes to cover this important field, let
them without delay give me at least two assist-
ants; and they must not be illiterate men, for they
are all but useless among the Jews,

The exhibition in 1851, will bring great num-
bers of Jewish merchants nnd probably visitors
to London; so that the field of operations will
then be greatly enlarged.

Permit me before elosing to mention a few per-
sons of interest under instruction,

A person who once said to me that he might
perhaps repent hereafter if he became a Chris-
tian.

On a later nccasion he appeared like a man
under profound emotion. He asked me if it was
his duty immediately to inform his parents of
his intention. He then said he had been told his
name would be sent to all the missionaries



abroad and so come to the knowledge of his pa-
rents in a manner more painful than if he wrote.
Since then he disappeared, and sent me word
he had gone into the country for a few weeks,

This state is neither novel nor mysterious. The
confession of Christby a Jew is the desth-knell to
all the endearments of home and friendship. He
loses all the human heart holds dear on earth;
and the new friends he gains afford little com-
pensation; for, in most instances, they suspect
him move than they love him.  This bitter cup
every Jewish eonvert of the better class has to
drain, and it requires a strength of faith, to which
one does not atlain at once, to acknowledge
CLrist at so great a cost,  Yet He has said “ He
that loveth futher or mother more than Me, is not
worthy of Me:” and He enables men to tear
themselves from all they have on earth for His
sake.

B. is the youne Hungarian whom I have men-
tioned before. His acquaintance with the faith
enlarges daily, and so, it seems, does his sadness
on exactly the same grounds as in the preceding
case. *If ever I am permitted to return to my
own country, I shall be obliged to pass by the
house of my father as u stranger.  You have no
idea how much they leved me.”  He now visits me
daily for instruction, us he intends to go to Amer-
ica.

3. The orthodox Hungarian mentioned. I had
1o follow him through the usual objections against
Christ and believe him to be most sitcere. He
hus confessed that his views of Christ were false,
and said he wishes to be a Christian.

4. A man of the better class, and intelligent.
He has been reading his Bible very carefully,
and gives me at each meeting a synopsis of what
he has read.  Yesterday he said ** The New Tes-
tament is my best treasure; I behold the Divine
mission of Christ with increasing clearness. May
I soon be able to confess Him openly!” He has
an only son, and hopes that he also may be-
come a Christian,  Ile isabroad, and now on his
way to England.

5. A Prussian whom his acquaintance with the
Talmudists and Chasidim led to feel the apostacy
of Judaism from the Truth. He has also seen the
Divine mission of Christ, and desires to he bap-
tized ut an early period. '

6. A Prussiunvery talented, and equally learned.
He feels the need of Religion, and came of his
own accord to request that I might begin a course
of instruction with him.

7. A young man mentioned before. All his
objectionshave disappearcd. Hesays heisa Chris-
tian in his heart, but did not seem to understand
his obligation to avow Christ openly until very
recently. Tow long his fear of being separated
from his Jewish friends may be able to prevent
his public profession, none Knows but the Omni-
scient.  IHe hus gone tu America,

8. A young English Jew of much talent, who
seems to drink in the Truth with avidity. 1 dis-
cussed the subject of Christianity with his pa-
rents in his presence. His eyes brightened as
his father was obliged necessarily to retreat from
all his strongholds; and, when at last he took ref-
uge in the first word of the first chapter of Gen-
©sis to teil me that each letter of that word eon-
tained a sceret prediction of the rise of the Naza-
rene as a false Messiah; and, when in order to
show him the ahsurdity of such fantastic tricks
1 ook his own name to pieces, and made it tell
something as offensive against himself, the
Joung man could scarcely bridle his indignation
at seeing the truths I bad so clearly set before
his futher assailed by such contemptible weup-
ons,

Allthese easesare worth your prayerful remem-
b!‘ance, to which I most earnestly commend
them,

THE GRADUAL PROGRESS OF MISSION-
ARY OPERATIONS, PARTICULARY IN
INDIA.

We have been much interested by the

Perusal, in the Home and Foreign Record
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of the Church of Scotland for June last,
of a very interesting paper under the
above heading. The writer, the Rev.
Mr. Grant, of Madras, besides the pos-
session of an extensive practical know-
ledge of Miscions and the Missionary
work, obtained during the course of his
labours as a Missionary in India, has
evidently studied the whole subject
thorcughly, and has brought to bear upon
it the resources of a highly cultivated
mind. The article opens by tracing an
analogy between the gradual growth of
the plant, which ultimately becomes a
lofty tree, and the progress of Missions.
But we leave Mr. Grant to speak for
himself.

Like the growth of plints and animals, the
extension of the Gospel over the world, and the
ardvancement of society, are, in general, slow and
almost imperceptible.” Gaze as intently as we
may on the plant, even at a time when the gentle
and nutritious rains must be adding to its dimen-
sions most rapidly, we cannot, as we look, per-
ceive the slightest change. Least of all can any
be observed in those which, as the cedar and the
oak, are intended to live for ages. Yet, if we
renew our observations after a time, we perceive
a striking difference. In the case of some, a
few days, in that of others, a few years, will
clearly demonstrate the growth.

Indeed all the grander operations of the Al-
mighty advance with, what short-lived and im-
patient man would consider, extreme slowness.
Geologists tell us, that many thousands of years
elapsed during the layinz of one stratum of the
earth’s crust, one layer of the globe’s foundations,
Many ages passed away before the announce-
ment made to our first parents of the great De-
liverer was realized in the manifestation of “ the
Seed of the woman.” Many years had come and
gone ere Abraham, the friend of God. was bless-
ed with his long promised son. In like manner
ages have elapseg since the voice of prophecy
declared that the knowledge of Him, whom to
know is life everlasting, should cover the whole
earth, and when on every object there should be
inseribed “ Holiness to the Lord.” But up to the
present time how small a portion of the earth’s
tribes are blessed with that knowledge, or made
participant of that holiness ! Yet the accomplish-
ment of prophetic declaration is with sure step
advancing. The means also of effecting it are
in operation, and, even as we look on, are work-
ing out the grand result, whether we perceive it
or not,

As there is thus a resemblance between natu-
ral and spiritual things in their slow progress, so
also is there in the recurring alternations of ad-
vance and arrestment. There is day and night,
there is summer and winter, there is the refluent
as well as the advancing wave, in the Gospel's pro-
press as in that of the phenomena of nature,
We see this in the Pentecostal day and the
change which followed ; in the Reformation of
the sixteenth century and the succeeding de-
cline ; in the manifest preparation in the present
age, thongh not in itself a devout one, of varied,
and, as we trust it will prove, powerful, instru-
mentality for making a hallowing impression on
the world. The beauty and richness of the
fairer seasons have been repeatedly followed by
the gloom and sterility of winter. ~That winter,
however, passed away, to be succeeded by sea-
sons of still greater beauty and richuess’; and
what had thus been before, we believe, may be
again,

Let us not despond. therefore, as some are in-

clined to do, though the mfleence of the Gospel
In our day does not advance with rapid strides.
If the Church is faithful to its duty, succeeding
generations, at least, will see the happy issue.
This will better appear if we compare the state
of the Christian world now with what it was at
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a somewhat earlier period. We have arrived at
the closing year of another half century ; and
during the last fifty years God hath wrought
wonders, Institutions of the highest importance,
which, at the commencement of it, were either
unborn or in their infancy, have now attained an
influence-that is telling on the world. They thus
demonstrate how much devoted and united Christ-
endom may, by the Divine blessing, cffect.  Yet.
as fifty years form but a very brief moment com-
pared with what we believe the whole duration
of the Gospel age will be, let us go back a little
farther to the middle of the last century; and,
by contrasting 1850 with 1750, as far as our nar-
row limits allow. we may acquire a somewhat
more correct idea of the march of the world’s im-
provement, and of the progress of the Redeemer’s
Kingdom.

The writer then gives a sketch of the
development of Missionary enterprises.

History tells us that the Church has ever shone
brightly while animated by the Missionary
spirit; but that deadness and formality have reg-
ularly prevailed in it, when it ceased to be so,
Now in 1750 hardly any of that spirit was to be
found in the British Churches. It is true, that
all along some small portions of good leaven had
been mingled with the evil. It was about 1740,
that the remarkable revivals occurred in Britain
and America. Several societies, too, for the ex-
tension of the Gospel were early formed. In
1649 the English Parliament founded, and in
1661 Charles II. established * The Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel in New England, and
the parts adjacent in America.”  On the 16th of
June, 1701, King William IIL founded ¢ The
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in
Foreign Parts.”™ A third, “The Society for
Promoting Christian Knowledge.” formed a short
time before, also veceived its name in the end of
the same year. In Seotland, likewise, after the
persecuting duys of Charles 1I. had come to a
close, and men were allowed to act as Christians,
several similar associations were formed about
the same period.  Royal letters patent were ob-
tained, establishing ¢ The Society for Propagut-
ing Christian Knowledge in the Highlimds and
Islands of Scotland, and Fereign Parts 3 and its
first meeting was held in Edinburgh, November
3d, 1709. But the numbers who supported these
societies were small. It could not be said that
the Church had embarked in the Missionary eu-
terprize ; and the salutary reflex influence was
commensurately trifling.

It is likewise true, that long before 1750,
though in times that may yet be called modern,
devoted Missionaries luboured among the hea-
then ; but their number was very limited. Here,
however, we must leave out of view Roman
Catholic Missionaries, though these had long
occupied the field alone. We desire to avoid
giving offence in saying so. We admire the ex-
emplary zeal and self-denial of many of them ;
but, alas! they were themselves unfortunately
ignorant of the object to be held chiefly in view
by the Missionary. They did not themselves
know the indispensable necessity, or the all-suffi-
cient efficacy of a personal interest in that Re-
deemer and Mediator, who alone can save the
soul. Trusting 10 man’s devices rather than im-
plicitly obeying the Word of God, and with a
view to swell the number of their nominal con-
verts instead ot endeavouring to elevate the
heathen to the noble rank of the children of God
through faith in Christ, they brought down
Christianity to the grovelling level of heathenism,
Hence we little regard Xavier’s million of con-
verts. Besides the Missionaries of that body
there were, & hundred years azo, a few faithful
labourers toiling among the heathen. Our reud-
ers have all heard of Zeigenbale and Kiernander,
with some others, the predecessors of Schwartz,
sent out by the Danish Society. Nor did they
labour without success, though the sequel has
shewn that their success was not so great as it
seemed ; while their allowing that * cursed
thing,” Claste, to be retained by their disciple
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has fearfully neutralized the efforts of their suc-
cessors.

Among the native tribes of North America,
too, holy men, among whom “the napostle of the
Indians,” the pious Elliot, takes the lead, were
labouring before 1750. The zealous Brainerd
also had spent himself, ere then, in his Master’s

cause, Nor was the success of either inconsider-
able. The former ministered in a district con-

taining fonrteen towns with a population of
11,000 Indians, many of whom felt the power of
the Gospel 5 the latter in one year baptized 73
converts, all sincere, so far as man could judge.
Yet from the want of a Missionary spirit in the
Church to carry on the work thus begun, not
many years after these faithful men had entered
into their rest, their respective flocks had no
place on earth. Their little churches had died
out,—a melancholy conclusion of a work so holy
and brightly promising ! Nothing ecan show the
sad torpidity of the British Churches in respect
to Missions more clearly than the sinful indifter-
ence which could allow such auspicious begin-
nings to come to so speedy and deplorable a
close.

But not only was the Missionary spirit very
faint, and the number of Missionaries with their
stations, in consequence, extremely small a
hundred years ago ; the subsidiary means of
success in the grand enterprize were, likewise,
vastly inferior to what they now are, A hun-
dred years ago the population of the whole of
Great Britain was only about 7,250,000, that
is, tha third of what it is at present, when the
amount must be nearly 22,000.000. From that
cause alone, even had the spirit of evangelization,
and the various sources whence the means for
eulightening the world must flow, been the same,
the support afforded could only have been a
third of what it is in our day. But the miserably
low state of the useful arts, of manufactmies, and
of trade and commerce, which are all to be con-
sidered as promotive of the Missionary enterprize,
must have greatly increased the difference.

Mr. Grant, after glancing, at the won-
drous progress made by DBritain, the
wide establishment of her supremacy, and
the wider extension of her language,
which seemclosely connected with Britain’s
destiny, as an agent to extend the Gos-
pel over the world, proceeds to con-
sider the state of Biitain and the world,
viewed relatively to Missiong, in our own
times, and in times bordering on our own.

It was about 1750, when religion wnzs at the
lowest, that o hallowed change commenced. In
Xngland the honoured instruments were, at first,
chiefly of the Established Church, though many
of other communions also shared in the noble
task ; thus plainly teaching us that God is no
respeeter of sects or churches, In addition to
the Wesleys and Whitefield, Hervey, Romaine,
Walker, and others in the Church, with Dod-
dridge, Watts, and many more out of it, preached
as became fuithful heralds of Salvation. In Scot-
land the two Erskines, Maclaurin, Macculloch,
Willison, and others, laboured successfully in the
same cause. Many, tov, of lowly rank, and little
worldly learning—men now furgotten on earth,
though honoured in heaven--aided in the great
renovation. And, as the number of sincere Chiris-
tiuns increased and became individually more
alive to the value of heavenly things for them-
selves, they awoke also to the duties they owed
others. At last “ the age of Religions and Mis-
sionary Societies” arrived, near the close of the
century. Then the mighty change in the religi-
ous state of the country appeared, among other
modes, in the multiplication of these agencies.
The “ Wesleyan Missionary Soclety,” though not
regularly constituted till a”later period, may be
said to have commenced in 1786 with the zealous
Dr. Couk’s involuntary voyage to the West In-
dies. Among others formed in rapid succession,
we may mention “The Baptist Missionary So-
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ciety,” (1792) : “ The London Missionary Socie-
ty,” (1795) : the “ Edinburgh Missionary Socie-
1y,” (1796) ; also, the  London Religious Tract
Sceiety,” (1799) 5 the “ Church Missionary So-
ciety,” (1800.) Numerous Branches of these,
and similar institutions were speedily formed in
all parts of the land ; and not only did the
knowledge of the Gospel greatly extend in foreign
lands, but its influence wus more and more
deepened at home. o

The same spirit began to manifest itself at a
somewhst later period in the North American
States ; where arose the * American Board of
Foreign Missions,” (1810); the *“ American
Baptist Board of Foreign Missions, (1814) ; the
“Board of Missions of the General Assembly,”
(1818) ; and various others, which have since
greatly multiplied and increased.  And now,
throughout the churches, both there and in
Britain, the religious character of that professing
Christian is rated low indeed, who does not aid
in carrying out the Redeemer’s great command,
“ Go and teach all nations.”

The result—confining our view to the missions
supported by the various societies—is, that now,
according to a late calculation founded chiefly on
the reports of missionary bodies. there are labour-
ing among Jews and heathens, in all the various
quarters of the world, 1394 missionaries, 241 as-
sistant missionaries, with 2,193 native assistants.
These can number among their converts about
186.315 communicants, while they have under
training nearly 132,000 scholars. Perfect ac-
curacy, indecd, cannot be secured in such eases ;
yet the above may be considered a near approxi-
mation to the present statistical position of mis-
sions, In regard to the two last numbers. how-
ever, we observe that they bear no proportion to
the whole that have been under Christian in-
struction, of whom multitudes have already en-
tered heaven.

Further, on a closer examination regarding the
myriads who have been blessed with the know-
ledge of the way to “eternal life,” we find them
to be men of every tribe, and language, and
colour. In Africa, the sooty Negro, the fierce
Caffre, and the Ilottentot ; in Asia, the wily
Chinese and Hindu, with the tribes in New Zea-
land. and those of the widely scattered islands of
the vast Pacific ; in America, the Red Indians of
many a name—Cherokees, Choctaws, Oneidas ;
and the wanderers in frozen Greenland. have 21l
felt the power of the Gospel. Thousands, lately
remorseless savages, are now the meek and affec-
tionate worshippers of Jesus. The tiger ard the
serpgnt have laid aside their ferocity and cunning,
and acquired the gentleness and simplicity of the
dove,

But. the Missionary will ever be divested of his
chief source of might, unless he has the Bible to
distribute.  This, however, has also been provia-
ed for. In 1804 *The British and Foreizn Bible
Society ” was established ; and now, through the
Divine blessing on its gigantic and world-wide
efforts, the Scriptures are distributed among tribes
speuking one hundred and forty different langua-
ges. Though still in its early youth, it has al-
ready thus disseminated twenty-two millions of
copies of the Bible, or portions of it. The
¢ Tract Society " also labours nobly in the same
cause ; and, since its institution, has scattered
over the world five hundred millions of relicious
publications in one hundred and ten different
languages. Operations so magnificent, and on a
seale so vast, could not even be conceived in 1750.

Nor do these involve all the points of contrast
in this department. It was necessary that there
should be some mighty earthly power, possessed
of high controlling influence througheut the
world, both willing and able to secure to the
heralds of Salvation liberty for proclaiming in
peace *to all nations” the Saviour’s message of
love. Now, if we contemplate the position and
attitude of Britain, we can hardly fail to conclude
that Providence is employing her for this grand
end. Her vast empire is now, in territorial ex-
tent, three times as wide as that of imperial
Rome, containing, it has been calculated, nearly

five millions of square miles. Tts extent is sur-
passed only by that of Russia, which covers six
millions, but which is comparatively desert. The
population, again, now comprises u sixth part of
that of the whole globe, haviug risen from about
twelve millions in 1750, to more than one hundred
and seventy millions. Or, if we adid the Ameri-
can Republie, whose object, as a religious nation,
like its common origin and language, is one, we
shall have a territory of nearly eizht millions of
square miles with a pnpuluti'un of, at least, one
hundred and ninety millions.  Such a change has
no parallel in the annals of nations,

What we have been considering, however, is
but the commencement of a series of glorious
changes ; and it would be easy to dilate on the
delightful prospects which Providence is thus
opening up to us, did not our space warn us to be
brief

Mr. Grant then remarks in relation to
the doubts expressed as to the success
of the efforts making in India for the re-
novation of that benighted country, that,
while the retention of caste had been a
most prejudicial error, destroying, as it did
in many cases, Christianity in the soul,
and rendering the professors of its truths
mere formalists, yet the general influ-
ence of true religion i3 being felt, the
habits and sentiments of the people are
being medified, and, though their hostility
to the Gospel remains, and will remain
till they come over *“ to the Lord’s side,”
the change, which is now advancing
slowly, will move on with yet greater
rapidity. Mr Grant thusaptly illustrates
the character of the process which is
coing on in the wide fields of India.

“ What we have said on the subject may be
illustrated by one of the many aunalugies, through
which the natural operations of the Almighty
throw light on those of Providence and Grace.
Let us suppose a picce of ice with a temperature
of a hundred degrees below zero—a measure of
cold nearly as intense as any with which man is
yet acquainted—and that heat is gradually com-
municated to it. No change in its appearance
will be manifested for a considerable time. 1t
still remains ice ; hard, cold, unmelted. Were a
stranger to science to come in at this stage
of the experiment, he would probably say
that not the slightest alteration had taken place ;
and, when assured that a great guantity of heat
had been expended on it, he might further dectare
that the attempt was certainly vain, and should
be given up. Yet, in reality, though still ice, it
is not at all the ice it was before,  Apply the
thermometer, and it will be found to have ac-
quired, it may be, a hundred and thirty degrees
more heat ; a vast difference ! It is now almost
at the melting point. Were the process indeed
to be arrested here, no outward result could fol-
low, and all efforts would seem to have been
thrown away. But only add two degrees more,.
that is, do one sixty-fifth part more than has been
already done, and the stubborn ice will at last
give way, and be scen dissolving into water.

“Similar to this is the process going on among
the Hindus. Even those of them who have been
instencted in Christian schools, on leaving them
and entering into the world. appear, in very many
cases, to continue heathen, as mueh as their fore-
futhers were. A stranger might say they were
unaltered, and that their Christian education had

roduced no ehange. But sach is not the case.
hough Hindus, they are Hindus of a totally
different character from others. They have a
hundred degrees more knowledge and mental
power than their fathers had, and, to an equal
extent, they are less the slaves of degrading su-
perstition. Many entanglements—the bonds of
relationship, for example, the pride of ancestry
and nationelity, and, above all, the influence of



caste in its temporal cffects, may induce thewm
to retain ontward semblunces of Hinduism, which,

in reality. they despise; but let us not despair. .
Let us, in reliance on Divine grace. continue, |

with renewed energy and incrensed efficiency, to
make the Gospel bear on them, and every ob-
stacle will at Jast give way. It will be proved in
the end, that no past efforts, how unproductive
soever they may now appear, have been made in
vain. 'T'hey have all along gradually, though un-

perceived perhaps by man, been elevating the |

Hindu people to “ the melting point.” The ap- |

proximating process, by which the hard and icy
Hindu heart shall at last be made to give way in
softening convictions of sin, and in melting love
to the Saviour, will be advancing. The work of
renovation will be accomplished.  God says so ;
and His Word must be fulfilled.”

Mr. Grant then concludes with allud-
ing, us follows, to the belief, now so gene-
ral, that a glorious day is soon about to
dawn upon the world.

“ We may observe, that not only in India, but
thronghout the world, a glorions day must soon
dawn. The advance of Christian knowledee
among all the tribes of earth, during the last fifty
years, proves what mightv things the Church
might do—the Saviour still guiding and blessing
her measures—were she fairly roused to ener-
getic effort.  The progress of events tells us, that
all ereeds and forms of religion must give way to
the Christian ; and that the Gospel alone reveals
the only system fitted to secure either the tem-
poral or eternal well-being of man. And as it
informs us, that the time is approaching when all
the tribes of earth shall worship the one true God
in spirit and in trath. so does it also reveal the
means by which the glorious triumph over all
error, and idolatry, and superstition, is to be at-
tained,

“Thera is indeed in many lands a general.
thouzh vacue, expectation of some such momen-
tous change. It resembles the ancient longing
hope of the advent of the * Desire of all natious,”
that prevailed before the appearance of our Lord.
The Jews have not yvet ceased to look for the
coming of the Son of David to “ restore the king-
dom.”  The Persian is waiting for the arrival of
his “ fifth and last Imaum.” The millions of
China are quietly, yet confidently, expecting the
appearance of the “fifth and last Boodh.” The
Hindu is taught that Vishnoo will descend in his
final avatar. Brahniins and Mobammedans alike
look forward gloomily to the averthrow of their
respective systems.
Saviour. our ever blessed Lord, is awakening to
the importance of its michty destiny., All these
hopes and sentiments are emanations from the
ancient predictions of the one grand event,—the
second coming of our Lovd. Whatever may be
signified by the expression, all are required to
remember to labour and pray for His * glorious
appearing.”

Every thing indeed encourages His Church.
“There was a greater disproportion,” savs Doug-
las,  between the resources of the first Christians
und their success in changing the moral condition
of the Roman FEmpire, than there is at present
between the means which Christians now possess
and the universal conversion of the world. No-
thing is wanting but the will, and the energy,
and the intelligence, which would enable them to
keep the same great object ever in view, and to
choose the path that would most certainly lead to
it. Society, independently of human volition, is
preparing itself for a great transition ; the many
wheels of its intricate mechanism are beginning to
revolve, and a complicated movement, continually
Accelerated by fresh impulses, is bearing the world
from its wintry and torpid position, and bringing
1t under the influence of serener heavens and
an awakening Spring.”” True benevolence will
ever come in the train of genuine Christianity;
and mankind, in promoting the cause of the Re-
deemer, and, in subordination to that, the welfare
©f each other, will find the happiness that has so

The Church of the only:
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Jong escaped them. A just judgement will be |

formed of heavenly things and earthly. Then will
be the harvest of the moral and relizious world;
and the seeds of noble, heaven-bhorn thoughts and

. deeds, that once seemed lost, shall suddenly shoot

forth and ripen to maturity ; and the prevalence
of error and of sin <hall seem brief, even in this
world, compaved with the long azes that shall
crown the efforts of faith and holy obedience
during which Christ shall reign the universally
acknowledged King. May the glorious era
quickly come!

THE CHILD’S CORNER.

As we are extremely anxious to render
the Presbyterian a welcome visitor to
the family circle of our Subscribers, we
purpose occasionally giving place, under
the above heading, toreading suitable to
the younger members of their families.
With this view we now submit a graphic
sketch of the Chinese, for which we are
indebted to the English Presbuterian
Messenger for June.
LETTER FROM A’ MISSIONARY IN CHINA TO HIS

TWO NIECES

If it was not so far off I wouldilike to ask you to

i come and stay with me for a few days, that you

mirht see what a curious place thisis; but I am a-
fraid you would both be tired long before you got
half way here, so I must content myself with fun-
cying you to be by my side; and then, as I am
going into the city of Shanghae this morning, if
vou please, we will all take a walk together, when,
I dare say, we shall meet with some things that
will he new to you. I must warn you before we
start that you must be very careful of your feet,
for the streets are slippery in some places; and
you must also 100k about you very sharp, for
the streets are so narrow and crowded with men
carrying all sorts of things, that, if you do not
mind, they will rub up against you, perhaps knock
vou down; they are almost sure to dirty vour
frocks. Come, then, let us start: this is our way,
past this little Fuhkien temple, across the little
bridge, along that short street, till we come to
the temple “ the Spirit of Riches,” where the peo-
ple go to worship with the hope of getting rich,
Next door to it you see a much older temple. all
in ruins, and this is where Xwan Te, the god of
war, is worshipped.  You see a cobbler has taken
up his lodgings with the old warrior, and mends
shoes just in the very front of his altar. Now
we must pass over this bridge in frount, and along
that long narrow street, which is called ¢ Great
North-gate-street.” What a number of different
curious smells there are! Do you think them
disagreeable? Oh! but the natives do not think
s0,—most of them are from the dishes that they
are preparing for dinner, and those which you
dislike most are just what they relish. Look at
that man frying cakes in oil, and the people
standing round snuffing up the flavour as delici-
ously as you would if it were English mincepies.
Well, let us push on past this crowd. Here we
are now at the North-gate; what a number of
people pushing in and out of it; and what are
these men lo king aton the walls? There seems
to be a great number of placards about different
things; we’ll just stop and see what they are.
This large one, you see, has got the mandarin’s
stamp in red ink on it, and is an advertisement
about collecting rice for the Emperor. Here is
a small one on red paper, with three characrers
on the head which signifies *Searching for a
man bill.” The bill goes on to say that a little
boy, six years old, has been missing from his
home; it describes his appearance and dress, and
finishes by saying that any one who will bring
him to his disconsolate parent will be a superior
man, perform a benevolent action, and receive
the sincere thanks of the father. Here is a doc-
tor’s advertisement, who tells us that he has found
out a cure for opium smoking that was never
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known to fuil. Here is a silkmercer’s shop-bill,
stating that in their establishment are to be found
silks and satins from every province, and the la-
test fashions from Peking. ~And just below here
is a modest little hill on yellow paper, saying
that the teacher Ping. just arrived from S00-Chow
will attend at the,Golden Dragon Tea House
onthe 16th of this month and following evenings,
to rehearse the history of the Three States to all
who choose to come and listen. But we must not
stop to read any more, or we shall not get home
in time for dinner. Passing in at the outer gate,
we come to an open shed with alittle altar at
the back of it, and about a dozen candles burning
in front of an image of the *Spirit of Riches;”
and in front there are several mcn sitting and
standing about; these are the chair-bearers, like
the porters in -London, and this is the god they
worship. A few steps farther, and we pass
through the inner gate, and now we are fairly
inside a Chinese city; but how different from
London or Brighton! Here we see no shops
with glass windows; but, when the shutteis aie
taken down, they are all open to the street;
the eounters ran along the front, and the cus-
tomers stand outside to buy. The signboards,
instead of being put over the door, stund on the
ground. and reach the whole height of ‘he shop.
Do you see that old man in front of us with a
long yellow gown? That gown was given him by
the Emperor when he became seventy vears old.
You see there are four characters in bluck velvet
on the breast signifiing “ Granted by impevial fa-
vour.” In China they honour old age so much
that any one that reaches seventy can get the
same from the Emperor.

When we get to the end of this street, now we'll
turn to the left, and pass along this other busy
street, which, vou see, is full of all sorts of shops:
greengrocers, bakers, tailors, teamen, blacksmiths,
coppersmiths, carpenters, cabinetmakers, doctors,
oilmen, curiosity shops, toy shops, and a number
of others. But what is this large building with
the nice level paving in frontof it? Thatis a
temple. and the spirit that is worshipped there
was once a living mwan, who invented the art of
dyeing cloth; and he is now supposcd to watch
over all the dyers, and they pray to and worship
him, so that this is the dycrs’ church.  But what
are all these largered chests that they arecarrving
in in such nnmbers? These contain the dresses
of a set of play-actors who are coming here to-
morrow to perform plays, for they have a stage
inside, You may think a church a curious place
to perform plays ing but that is the customn with
these heathen people. Come along now, and
take care you do not upset that barber's stand.
Here is a small bridge, we'll eross over this ditch,
and go in at this little door, which leads us into
a place called the Ching-Hwang Meaou, a very
funny name, and theie are a great muny funny
things done init. Do you see those rocks stand-
ing in the middle of the wuter, and the pretty
zigzag bridges that lead to different parts of them,
the winding passuges and grottoes in the rocks,
and the rough stcne steps in different parts that
lead you round and round till at last you are
able to get to the top of the highest [;irmacle.
Those trees and flowers, too, that are growing
out from between the stones look \'exyprc-ttyn;
and you see in the middle of the lake there a pret-
ty house two stories high, with figures of birds
and dragons all about, and bridges leading up to
it. In summer time that is all open, and peo-
ple go there to sit, and drink tea, and enjoy
themselves. But look at these poor miserable-
Jooking people who are knocking their heads on
the ground to us as we ]pussz these are beggars,
and they think that by doing so they will induce
us to give them some moaney. Here is a man
making & great noise, talking about something
or other: let us listen to what he says; he is of-
fering to tell fortunes, and says he will tell you
any little matter for the amount of three cash,
which is less than half a farthing. See there is
a silly-looking man with his mouth wide open,
coming to ask what doctor it will be lucky to
employ for his child that is sick. Notice now,
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he pulls a slip of bamboo out of the bundle; see
how cunningly the fortune teller looks at the
charzeter on 1t, and then how rapidly he runs
over the description of it, as if he had it all by
heart.  Now he tukes his pencil and seribbles 1t
down on the board before him as quick as light-
ning, He has got a history for cvery stroke,
and you would think he could see in these few
lines all that was to happen to his customer du-
ving the rest of his life.  Now he takes his cloth
and wipes it all oat, receives his three cash and
is ready for the mnext simpleton that comes.
You see he has got a number of dirty books lying
on his stall, that, he pretends, help him to see
what is to happen to any one; but what is that
little book that heis takinz up now? I think [
have seen it before. Why that is one of our
tracts; it is the tenth chapter of Johu’s Gospel.
Seo, he reads it now, and praises it: he says it is
good doctrine; but how little does he understand
it!  Let us pray that God would help him and all
the poor peuple round nhout us, who are worship-
ping woorden images, tofind the Door of the sheep-
fold and to enter in at it. You know in that
chapter, Jesus Christ teltus Heis the Door. Let
us praise His name that we have been brought to
Hiuz, and that He watehes over us ¢ a shepherd
dues over his sheep.

I am just going to call at a shop here, where a
man is doing some work for me, and then, as it
is getting late, we must hurry home without stop-
ping to lock at anything, and, if you like, we will
take 2 walk another day.

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

1 a single hour,
may be too late,
Reader, you must have noticed the utter in-
difference to surrounding objects, ay, cven to
what in ordinary circumstances would be obsta-
cles, manifested by the man who is pressing ear-

or to relieve some pressing want.  When think-
ing of this, there arises before me a scene wit.
nessed by me last summer, common enough, I
dare sy, but which interested me, because 1 knew
the principal actor therein, and his motives,
There is seen leaping from the omnibus flying
between Edinburgh and Leith, one fine sunny
Saturday afterncon, a passenger, who rushes
with almost frantic steps along the shore, and
across the drawbridge. Coachman, cab, and
fellow- passengers halloo in vain that he is leaving
his lupgage behind. He hears as if he heard them
not. He is off to the Hamburgh steamer, and
her hour for sailing is long since past. He finds
that she has moved, her steam is up, she is get-
ting out of dock. There is little hope for him;

CHINA—A letter from Shanghai gives an ac- !

eount of the opening of @ new church iy the very
inidst of the Chinese eity :—* It was on Sunday
last—the first Sunday in 1850, For hours before
the appointed time numbers of people were wait-

ing about the gateways, and, when the doors were |
onned the erowd was such that there was diffi-

culty in gotting thein seated. The people seemed
to e very mueh struck with the whole of this
service 3 und, if you consider that this: was done
in the midst of & city of 200,000 inhabitants, ail
hitherto given to idolatry, aud that one of the
most frequented shrines or temiples wus actua]l_\‘.
within hearing of our voices, yon may judge of
thie striking novelty of the scene”

A HYMN FOR CHILDREN.
LIE DOWN WITH THE LAMB.
ITow swoeet is the evening, when shadows are
long!

Iow fresh is the morning, when daylight is .

stroug?
How good is the lesson, for dawning and dark-—
1ie down with the Jumb, and arise with the fark!

The lamb is an emblem of Him that T praise;
The lark may instruct me my music to raise.
Whatever the business which you may embnrk,
Lie down with the lamb, and urise with the luri.

Lie down in sweet lowliness, simple and meck;
Arise with devotion, Christ’s praises to speak;
But resting or rising, this waxim remark.

ide down wi.h the lamb, and arise with the tark,

Thus Jamb-like and lark-like my days I would
spend,

All pz-)uceful and joyful till all my days end;

1f then you have ears for my purable—hark

Lie down with the Jamb, and arise with the lark.

EXTRACT.

The ensuing earnest and impressive
appeal to the careless and inditferent is
extracted from the Edinburgh Christian
Treasury.

TO0 LATE! TOO LATE!

« Berrer lute than never!” True; bat not
better too late than never. With heaven or hell
before a man, it is a fearful risk to tamper with

boys surround and jeer him; the rough boatmen
mark his anxiety, and the passers-by hardly
suppress the laugh at his anxious perplexity,
But what is all this to him? It affects him qiot—
Lut the steamer has got out.  To his heels
again, the rabble ront following and shouting—
yelping curs join the race ; the busy porters lay
down their half-lifted load, sand, still stooping,
look on him with growing wonder. He heeds
themn not: he makes for the pier; the stately ves-
sel hut once comes close to the edge: amidst the
shouts of the bellowing erowd he leaps aboard;
safe on the deck, he wipes his streaming brow:
and looks joyfully on shore. His luggase! he
caresnot for thatsheis safe on his way to friend and
fortune. Delay would bave ruined him as it was; he
wason the verge of vuin, and he was very near oo
late. Butbecause he was atlast in earnest, and de-
spised ali obstructions, he is safe ; and what to
him are the hootings of a drivelling generation?

If I am bound for Heaven, why should any
one jeer or flout me, or try to stopme? Ttis a
mad world thisin which welive; but in nothing is
man’s madness more apparent than his express
avowed contempt of those who are bent on attain-
ing eternal happiness. Yes, there isone degree of
madness which is even worse, It is that of the
poor wretch who will not leave the City of De-
struction, becanse the fools that are in it will
laugh at him. Oh!is it not a melancholy spee-
tacle to see a miserable soul, now eowering under
the curse of an angry conscience, and the dark-
ness of God’s estrangersent, wretched and tem-
pest-tost, seeking rest and finding none, almost
persuaded to put on Christ and be safe: and now
pushing into rebellion against Heaven, because
he cannot bear to be langhed at, or loonked down
on by man, whom he knows in his heart of hearts
to be vile and worthless? Why, even as to the
worldly standard, what is our notion of a man—
a real man? It is one who is earnest, determin-
ed to secure some object worthy of the name of
man. DBe it learning, or honour, or the regain-
ing of a lost family inheritance, round which his

| name hasbeen for centuries emblazoned; the world
- calls him u man who shows that he will gain that at

which he nims, and at all hazards. Whatis yourap-
probation or disapprobation to such a one? It
1s not that he is seeking. Let him pain his ob-
ject, and he can afford to smile at yonr paltry op-
position. And the world honours such a man,
for they can nppreciate strength of purpose
which bears up ugainst obstacles and difficul-
ties.

Poor timid sinner! will you not understand
your real interest? If this world is all, then fol-
low the world. Its followers, if in earnest, gene-
rally have their reward. In the great majority of
cases let a man set his heart upon the wealth

and honour of the world, and with self-denial

and self-absorption seek them continuously and
manfully, and he will get them, and no more.
Does not this seem just? Ifa man laboriously
work for a certain object, and gain it, no greater
reward seems due to him. He cannot complain,

Now is late enough; next hour .

nestly on—on to gratify some absorbing desire,

that he has been defreuded.  And you ueed not
be surprised that, if vou sow to the flesh, of the
flesh a'so you will reap corruption. Think for a
little. You followed to the grave Just week the re-
mains of an old companion.  Yon have stood by
the bed-side of a dear friend—your mother, pv;-
haps, who bore you, or the father, whose brows
were early furrowed by care on your behalf—
and you have wept away the dank dew, as it
rose in drops on the dear forehead which
you have oft and fondly and reverently kissed
and you have seen death approach and lay
his hand on his vietim’s heart, and all was
still.  You know then that death is really
coming. It is no faney. Yon have seen it: you
know it. Were ten thousand men to preach to
you that death is a delusion, you would not be-
lieve it. Iivery man mocks you that either wish-
es you believe that you must die. or to disbe-
lieve that you must die, or tolaugh at death. This
world then is not all.  You and I muast leave it.
Then, surely, we should not live as if we were
never to go away. If I live in a house of my
own, from which I have no intention of
removing. I devise a hundred plans and put
myself to great expense, that I may be
permanenﬂy comfortable.  But, if [ am only to
be in my house for a few days, I will not concern
myself, or be over-anxious, or spend much time
on my temparary accommodation. We have a-
greed that death is real—my death. your death, is
real. As sure as I am writing—as sure as vou
are reading this page—will this hand and that
eve wither and dim, death-stricken.  Have you
made any provision, then? Christ—cver blessed
be the name of comfort and hope to a dying
world!—Christ has told you that in His Father’s
house are many mansions; one for you, if you will,
Yonder is Calvary—the vich man’s grave—the
gnard of ancels—the linen clotiies lying—the
mount of Christ—the ascending Jesus 5 through
death, glory; thr wgh the grave, Heaven; through
the Cross. the erown.  Death, then, is very aw-
ful ; you know that. for you have stood and felt
the very breath of his whisper as he summoned
henee the friend of your heart;—hbut he is not
terrible, At least he is not terrible to Christ's
friends. These he only swmmons home. Are
you one of Christ’s friends? Death, then, is not
your Master; not your master, but your ser-
vant. True, he comes not at your bidding,
for you are yet a minor—you are at school.
But” he is not the less vour servant. lHe
comes, when your Father bids him, to summon
you to your home. And there and then his com-
mission as t~youn ends for ever—over such as you
Death has no farther power. How comes it
that Christ’s enemies are so often careless about
death? Are you out of Christ? If you were to
die now. wonld you find in your Judge a rejected
Saviour? Do you negleet His services? Do you
wilfully break His commandments, spurn from
vou His offers, and langh to seorn His melting
aceents of pity and forgiveness?  Anddo you not
fear death? Come, and let us reason together.
The rich man in the next squarc, whose smart
equipage and countless comforts you used to en-
vy, although you knew that he neither feared
God nor honoured his Sabbuths, is dead.
That you know, for you saw his funeral
pass with the gay chariot empty—its furmer oe-
cupant was in another vehicle. The gay compan-
ion, whose song added fresh joy to the cup of
drunkenness, who had jests and lewd tales at will,
is hushed in endless silence. They, and many
more whom you have known regurdless of death,
are dead. You cannot doubt that death will come
to you. Be careless, it carelessness will suve you
from the fangs of the destroyer. But, ifnot—do
you really think it will?—have mercy on yourself,
and enlist under the banner of Him who hath
already conquered Death, Thisistruemanliness—
the eonduct becoming a man, an immortal being,-
to whom death and eternity are realities. It is
very just, that for an eternal body, with the same
eternal wants and wishes as it has now, you
should maufully strive to provide eternal gratifi-
cation. But, my friend, you know that such a

\



thoughtis absurd, Funcrals, church-yards, cem-
eteries, cholera returns, that funeral letter on
your table asking you to accompany to the grave
the remains of a friend with whom, seemingly
strong as a eiant, you had no later lhan_ last
Monday a laughing chat at the corner of the
street—the spectacles of your mother, which you
have religiously preserved since you kissed her
clay-cold lips—all these, and a thousand more
proofs, tell you that it is most egregionsly absurd,
e a man then.  Is it manly to be laughed out of
heaven by a few foolish, weak companions, who
will drink vour last shilling ;5 or will drink
with you their last shilling, and in selfish
'h:'ulardph:nwhery leave wife and children to cold
smd wretchedness?  Ts it manly not to do what
is right for eternity, because others ronnd you
have noheaven but eavth, 10 God but their belly?
Is it manly to give up a richer inheritance than
emperor ever owned, to gratify the wishes and
4o shun the snares of those who offer you nothing
in exchange but a gnawing conscience and a
death-bed of horror? What think you of this
plan?  Your associates would have you forsake

God’s House, vivlate God’s Day, join in their wild :

debauch, or in Jaughing at holiness, Pug the
matter to them thus:—I know that [ must die.
"These things youmention will do me no good, but
evil after death,  The Great God has offered to
save me from all the inconceivable horrors of
hell, and to bestow on me inconceivable glories of
hieaven. I think it imperative to accept of this
offer. It is an offer infinitely gracious and gene-
rous; I would be a madman to reject it. You
wish me to reject it. T will not. Death is a
veal thing. I have seen him, and I know he is
enming iy way sooneror later. Youwill never per-
suade me that there is no death.  Aund. that be-
ing the case, I cinnot consent to barter my hopes
43 # man—a creature carable of immortal happi-

ness and holiness, for the pleasures of the body i
which belong to beasts, or for the laughter which
one tomch of cholera eramp could convert into a |

dismal burst of anguish. 1 have chosen Heaven
for my portion—Gaod for my Master—Christ for
my  Guide--the Ioly Spirit for my Teacher.
Tuke you your own way, or better far, come you
with me and I will try to show you what is truly
zood!
Do you not think this true manliness? try if,
and sce how it will do. But do not delay. I
read the other day of a poor girl, a lady’s maid,
who had lingered and lingered at a railway sta-
tion. wheve the train had stopped for some’ time.
Iler mistress was in her place; the train moved
o, The unhappy girl grasped at the carriage—
it moved on.  She made a leap for the suard’s
track.  He grasped at her in pity and in terror,
in vain, She fell beneath the wheels, and re-
morselessly they crushed her, for she was too
late—T'rop turd I—too late I—was the cry that
re-cchoed through the walls of the Assembly of
France, when, not long ago, the friends of mon-
archy there wished to place on the throne a son
of Louis Philippe.  Ob, beware of being too late
for Heaven! Next year—next week —next hour
next moment way be too late. A minute sooner,
and that peor girl would have been seated smiling-
ly her onward jonrney,  An hour sooner, and the
Count of Paris might have been king in Paris.
But Zo lute! Tou late! wus the cry. Drveadful
thought! You are well now, vigorous, capable of
twhinking of helping father or mother, husband,
wife or sister. To morrow, to-day, thinking of
o repentance, no confession, no Saviour, nor
orgiveness, may be heard from heaven —when
Jou nre struck down in your sins, and mourning
frierds aro groaning around you, and vain pray-
ers are offered on your behalf—the fearful cry,
Too late! too late I He would not hear God’s
Yeproof ; and now He laughs at his calamity, and
Mocks when his fear cometh.” I would obey. the
Apostles’ injunction to exhort one anotber while it
Is day, and pray God that the heart of wh s0-
ever reads these lines, may be turned by His
8ruce to seck mercy in Christ while it may be
found i this, the day of His merciful visitation,

THE PRESBYTERIAN.
MISCELLANEOUS.

WOXNDERS OF THE ATMOSPHERE.

The atmosphere rises above us with its cathe-
dral dome arching toward the heavens, of which
it is the most familiar synonyme and symbol. It
floats around us like that grand object which the
Apostle John saw in his vision, “a sea of glass
like unto erystal’  So massive is it that, when it
begins to stir, it tosses ahout great ships like
playthings, and sweeps cities and forests like
snow-flakes to destruction before it ; and yet it
is s0 mobile that we have lived years in it before
we can he persuaded that it exists at all, and the
great bulk of mankind never realize the truth that
they tare batted in an oceun of air. Its weight is
so enormous that iron shivers before it Tike glass;
yet a soap-hall sails through it with impunity,
and the thinnest insect waves it aside with its
wings. It wministers lavishly to all the senses.
We touch it not, but it touches us. Its warm
south winds bring back colour to the pale face of
the invalid ; its cool west winds refresh the fever-
ed brow, and make the blood mantle in our
cheeks ; even its north blast braces into new

vigour, and hardens the children of our rugged
climate.

The eye is indebted to it for all the magnifi-
cence of sunrise, the full brightness of midday,
the chastened radiance of the gloaming; and the
clouds that cradle near the setting sun.  But for
it the rainbow would want its ¢ trinmphant arch,’
and the winds would not send their fleecy mes-
sengers on errands round the heavens ; the cold
either would not show feathers on the earth, nor
would drops of dew gather on the flowers ; the
kindly rain would never fall, por hail storms nor
for diversify the face of the sky. Our naked
globe would turn its tanned and unshadowed fore-
head to the sun, and one dreary monotonous blaze
of light aud heat dazale and burn up all things,

Were there no atmosphere, the evening sun
weuld in & woment set, and without warning
plunge the earth in darkness. But the air keeps
in her hand a sheath of his rays, and lets them
slip but slowly through her fingers, so that the
shadows of evening are gathered by degrees, and
the flowers have time to how their heads, and
each creature space to find a place of rest
and to nestle to repose. In the morning the gar-
ish sun would at once bound forth from the
hosom of night, and blaze above the horizon ; but
the air watches for his coming, and sends at first
but one little ray to announce his approach, and
then another, and by-and-by a handful. and so
gently draws aside the curtain of night and slowly
lets the light fall on the face of the sleeping earth,
till her eyelids open, and, like man, she goeth
forth again to her labour till the evening. — Edin,
Quar. Review.

True ScBLIMITY. —The eloquent and thrilling
response of Kossuth to the Sultan's demand, that
he should renounce his religion and embrace
Mahommedanism, is worthy of a Luther, aud of
being regarded among those memorzb'e savings
that in tiies of trial have been uttered by those
who have been encouraged and sustained by the
unfaltering trust inspired by the Christian faith.
* My answer does not admit of hesitation. Between
death and shame the choice can neither be dubions
nor difficult.  Governor of Hungary, and elected
to that ngh place by the confidence of fifteen
millions of my countrymen, I know well what I
owe to my country even in exile, Even as a
private individual I have an honourable path to
pursue. Once governor of a generous country—
Ileave no heritage to my children—they shall,
at least, bear an unsullied name. God’s will be
done.  Iamprepared to die.”

GoLp rroM VioLers—Mr 1. Hunt, at the
Royal Institution, London, states that a feiend of
his succeeded in obtaining a minute, though

weighable, portion of gold from a quantity of the !

petals of the blue violet,
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SuPERsTiTIONS 1IN BERLIN.—~The Berlin cor-
respondent of the Morning Chronicle writes 1—
“We have new religions about once » month.
There were almost riots last year round the house
ofa wonderful child who wrought mirucles, Herb
doctors advertise that the moon is in the favoura-
Ule quarter for swallowing their compounds
Bream books sell well.  Old women are frequent-
ly being taken up for fortune-teiling with cards.
The papers described, only a few day's since,a man
who has made a handsome fortune as a consult-
ing cunjuror without once falling into the hands
of the police ; which speaks volumes for his tact,
but he saw none but “ respectable and educated®
people ! If details could be gone intu, some
strange facts of this kind could be catalogued
against the City of Intelligence.’ » )

We understand there were some further distur-
bances at the Protestant Chapel, S. Roch’s, on
Sunday evening by five or six young Canadian
lads, who, it appears, entered the Chapel at the
time the congregation were assembled for Divine
Service, and became troublesume by speaking
lourd.  After being admonished by the Preucher,
they went ont, and immediately afterwards throw
stones and broke the windows, {hen rain away,
but were pursued, and one of the party captured
and taken before a magistrate ; and, the names of
the others being aseertained, a wurrant was js-
sued for their arrest. They were brought before the
sitting Magistrate, R, Symes, Esq, and tried for
the offence in a saimnary manner.  ‘The case was
clearly proved against all four by the names of
Miller, Lebbé, Dubé, and Chartegy; they were all
lads of about 16 or 17 years of age,  ‘The Mag-
istrate gave them a lecture, speaking to them in
i most feeling manner; pointing out to them the
impropricty of their conduct. The [arents of
the boys being present expressed their reerct at
the circumstance ; and, much to the credit of Mr.
Charbonnel, the pr secutor, he addressed the Mag-
istrates on their behalf in mit:gation of punish-
ment.  Under these circumstances the Magis-
trate dealt very leniently with the prisoners, and
intlicted but a small fine, which, with the costs of
prosecution, were paid, and the boysdischarged ;—
und it is to be hoped that after this exposure of
a trial and conviction, before a crowded Court no
further molestation will oceur. The fine upon
convietion for the offence in question is to the ¢x-
tent of £5 or one month's imprisonment.—Quebec
Mercury.

POETRY.

THE DYING BOY.
SPEAK to me, Mother!  The fading day
Is ebbing fast, with my strength, away:
My heart oft faints—oh, I know not w hy!
And all seemns dim to wy glazing eye;
And my brow is damp with the dew of Death;
And [ feel his hand on wmy shortening breath.
— Fhen speak to me, Mother, and queil thy woe:
Tell me, oh, where will my spirit go?
Tell me of Life ere my course be o'er,
For my soul floats on to the spirit shore!

Speak to me, Mother; but not of earth;
It hath passed for me—with its grief or mirth;
Nor of childhood’s lifo—~with its holy joy;
It hal:h sped—with the summer—from me, thy
0y '3
Nor yet of my home—with its twining spell,
Nor thy heart of love, where I still will dwell,
Nor the woodland paths in their waning bloom,
Nor the lone graveyard, nor the dreary tomb:
—It is not of these that I now would know,
But the clime where my deathless soul will go!

Tell me of Heaven! For thou know'st ‘tis fair;
Sickness and woe never enter there;

Death is not there—with his withering blight;
And its skies are clothed in a cloudless light;

Its vistas of radiance, undimmed by shade,

Are peopled with beauty that will not fade;

And their faces are glad, and they weep no more,

And t,heir hymns give thanks for the grief that’s
o'er:
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—They call me—with voices sweet and low!
Oh, yes! to that Better Home T'll go!

Then speak to me, Mother! but rot of Death!

It darkens my spirit, and loads my breath,

And fills iy soul with a boding gloom:

But tell me of Life in the Lard of Bloom.

~~I will lay my head on thy sacred breast;

Thou wilt watch as I sink to my last, long rest:

And I clasp thee yet on the blissful shore,

Where Death cannot come, and we part no more!
St. Andrew’s. ANNE.

LONDON.

I Love thee, London, for thy many men,
And for thy mighty deeds and scenes of glory;
For all great thoughts and things into thy
story
Drain themselves—of the heart, or hand, or
pen.

T love thee in all hours: the most, though,
when
The busy heart of universal man
Secms throbbing through thee without pause
or plan,
Yet, haply well, to God’s all-loving ken.

Thou art the greatest thing on the earth’s
face ‘
That man hath made; thou art what man can
do.
Look on it, Lord! and greaten it with Thy
Grace.
Iundreds of shrines therein arve Thine;
few;—
Let the worlid worship God! ye cities, bow!
Aud last and lowest, thou. proud London,
thou!
—Irom Buailey's new volume, “1he Angel World.”

too

MINISTERS WIDOWS' & ORPIIANS
FUND.
Congregational Collection at Williams-
town, per Revd. John Mackenzie,
A M £550
JouN GREENSHIELDS,
Treasurer,

We would feel obliged it those of our
subscribers who have neglected to remit
their subscriptions for the present year,
would do so at their earliest convenience.
These who kindly act as our agents will
render us a service by giving the matter
their attention, for, when a paper is pub-
lished at so low a price, the utmost
promptitude in remitting subseriptions is
necessary to ensure its success,

TO FARMERS IN CANAD.A.

F{3HE Subseriber calis the attention of the
Agriculturists to the following list of FARM-
ING IMPLEMENTS, which he keeps constantly
on hand, manufactured under his own inspection,
and which are made of the best materials:—
SCOTCH PLOUGHS,
DRILL PLOUGHS,
DRILL HARROWS,
ARCHED AND ANGLED HARROWS,
IMPROVED SUBSOIL GRUBBERS,
SCUFFLERS,
CHEESE PRESSES, Ayrshire Pattern.
He is prepared to make, to order, AGRICUL-
TURAL IMPLEMENTS of every description.
The above articles are warranted, and if they
do not give satisfaction may be returned.
ALEXANDER FLECK.
Montreal, May 1, 1850.

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

CATECHISMS, &e.
HE Subseribers publish cheap editions of the
following :

The A B C, with the Shorter Catechism,

Ditto, ditto, with Proofs. 13d.

The Mother’s Catechism for a Young Child, by the
late Rev. John Willison. 2d.

The Second Initiatory Catechism. 1d.

The Child’s Own Prayer Book, a help to Nursery
Devotion, to which are added Hymns and the
Mother’s Catechism. 6d.

A Catechism for the Instruction of Communicants
of the Sacrament of our Lord’s Supper, by
Andrew Thomson, D. D. 7id.

Lessone on the Truth of Christianity, being an Ap-
pendix to the Fourth Book of Lessous, for the
use of Schools. 1s.

ARMOUR & RAMSAY.

1d.

THE TENTH SESSION OF QUEEN'S COL-
LEGE.
‘, ILL begin on the FIRST WEDNESDAY

i of OCTOBER, (2nd October.) 1850. at
which date all INTRANTS and REGULAR
STUDENTS in the FACULTY OF ARTS,
are requested to be present.

The DIVINITY CLASSES will be opened on
the FIRST WEDNESDAY in NOVEMBER.

Candidates for MATRICULATION, as regu-
lar students, will undergo an examination before
the Colleze Senate in the first three books of the
ZEneid of Virgil, the first three books of Cresar’s
Commentaries, Mair’s Introduction, the Greek
Grammar. and Arithmetic as far as Vulgar and
Decimal Fractions, inclusive.

The only charges are £1, to cover incidental
expenses, and £2 for each class per session, to
be paid on entrance.

Accommodation will be provided for Students
as Boarders, the expense to each boarder aver-
aging about 7 dollars per month. Students in-
tending to avail themselves of this accommoda-
tion, will require to bring their own bedding.
The Boarding Establishment will be under the
superintendence of the Professors.

All Students must produce a Certificate of
moral and religious character from the ministers
of the Congregations to which they respectively
belong.

A number of Scholarships will be awarded at
the commencement of the Session. The Scholar-
ship for Students of the first year, will be eon-
ferred on those who display the greatest profici-
ency in the subjects of examination for matrica-
lation together with the first Book of Euclid. For
Students of previous years the subjects of ex-
amination for Scholarships, will be the studics of
former Sessions,

‘I'be preparatory department or college school,
Will be conducted as usual, under the charge of
eompetent masters. The Fees in this Department
are as follows :

TERMS PER ANNCUM.
For Tuition in English Reading, Wri-
ting and Arithmetic, for Pupils un-

der 12 vears of age....cccceuuiiennenne, £4 0 0
For Pupils above 12 years of age...... 6 0 0

For Thuition in the above branches,

together with Geography. English

Grammar, Composition, the Latin

Rudiments, and the wuse of the

Globes, vccvvuinnennne v . 6 00
For Tuition in all the above branches,

with lessons in the Latin Classics,

Greek or Mathematics.......c.eesrereee 8 0 0

All fees payable quarterly in advance. A de-
duction of 25 per cent. is allowed on the Tuition
fees of pareuts sending more than one scholar.

The department is under the superintendence
of the Professors, and is visited by them as often
as their duties permit. The course of instruction
is conduncted so as to prepare the pupils for enter-
ing with advantage the Classes of the College.

By order of the Board of Trustees,

WM. IRELAND.
Secretary.
Queen’s College, Kingston,
10th August, 1850.

BARNES NOTES ON THE BIBLE.

Edited by the Rev. John Cumming, D.D., being the
only complete and unmutilated Edition of this
truly popular Commentary.

The work may be had separately, as follows, in
cloth :—Isaiah, 3 vols., with maps by Arrowsmith
and wood cuts 3 Job, with wood cuts, 2 vols. ; Gos-
pels, with maps, 2 vols ; Acts, with a map, 1 vol. ;
Romans, 1 vol. ; Corinthians and Galatians, 2 vols. ;
Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians, 1 vol.
Thessalontans, Timothy, Titus, Fhilemon, 1 vol. ;
and Hebrews, 1 vol. at 4s each per volume, or 3s 6d
in paper cover; or the Lestument may be obtuined
in O vols., eleguntly bound, price 27s. 6d. ; with-
out exception the cheapest Work ever published ;
also, uniform, the Book f Job, bound in 1 vol. to
match, price 8s.

The Publishers have the gratification of announc-
ing that the above is the oNLY complete Edition
published in Britain ; and thcy need not add that
Dr. Cumming’s name is ample authority for the
accuracy and luithfulness in the reprint, as well as
for the excellence of the Work.

IN A FEW DAYS WILL BE PUBLISUED,
IN TWO VOLS.,
HANDSOMELY BOUND,
CURRICULUM LATINUM
AD USUM JUVENTUTIS.

l\, COURSE of LATIN REAUING for the use

L1 of Schools, containing :
PART FIRST,
PROSE.
Selections from Cornelius Nepos.
The Third and Fourth Books of Quintus Curtius.
Four Books of Cesar’s Commentaries.
Cicero on Old Age.
Cicero on Friendship.
The Agricola of Tacitus.
b of Price 6s. 3d.
or each of the above may be had separately at prices
varying from 9d. to 1s. 9d. P ver
PART SECOND,

POETRY.
Countaining :
Three Books of the Aneid.
The Georgics of Yirgil.
The Odes of Horace.
The Fasti of Ovid.
Price 5s. 6d.
or each of the above may be had separately at 1s. 6d.
or 1s. 9d.

ARMOUR & RAMSAY.
And sold by

J. M¢Coy, R. & C. Chalmers, C. Bryson, B.
Dawson, and R. & A. Miller, Montreal ; P. Sin~
clair, Quebec ; G. “tohbs, Three Rivers ; W, Brooks,
Sherbrooke ; A. Bryson, Bytown ; J. Allan, Perth H
W. Buell, Brockville; Ramsay, Armour & Co.,
Kingston; J. Harriscn, Belleville; A. H. Armour
& Co., Scobie & Bulfour, H. Rowsell, and T. Mac-
lear, Toronto; J. Simpson, Niagara; T. Craig,
London ; G. P. Putman, New York.

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS,

All communications, and lettersenclosing remit-
tances to the DPresbyterian, to be addressed
(Post-pait) to “The Editor of the Presbyterian,
Montreal,” with the exception of remittances
from Toronto, its vicinity, and places to the west-
ward of that city, which are to be addressed to
Messrs. A. H. Armour & Co., Toronto.

The Presbyterian
I3 published fqr the Lay Association, by Messrs.
Lovell und Gibson, at their office, St.” Nicholas
street. Montreal.

PRINTED BY LOVELL & GIBSON,
St. Nicholas Street, Montreal,



