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EDITORIAL JOTTINGS. ‘Now we seem to know them face to face.

— "Not only so, but our Missionary Society is

WE draw especial attention to a letter from ' epndued, it has a tangible presence, which by
the esteemed chairman of the College Board, ' these letters assumes a species of ubiquity.
which though addressed to the editor person- | Courage, brother, do not weary, though home-
ally,is of public interest. The facts given, sickness and discouragements may press.
with the letter following from the treasurer of "The work is telling, so are the letters, and
the Building Fund, are fitted to encourage we shall read them with even deeper interc;st
and to stimulate. A strong endeavour,steady | and more constant sympathy as we realize
purpose and simple faith, will give a much | that hearts do ache, and hands grow weary,
brighter record, with God’s blessing, regarding  and spirits faint, even in doing the Lord’s
our college and denmominational work ere: work; heart and flesh fail, but—and this is
long. Not that the past has been unfruitful, ! no invidious “but”—God is the strength of
the past renders the present possible; but ' thine heart, as he will be thy portion forever.
such manifest tokens of blessing are being ; Nor will we forget the home so seldom glad-
given, that faint heartedness should find its  ened by the fat%xer’s presence, the wise and
grave. i patient wife and mother, with her many
_cares. We do remember them as we remem-

WEe publish in this issue Mr. Marling’s ad- ; ber the writer of these cheery letters.
dress at the opening of the College, full as it | Heaven's blessing upon you all !
is of practical and wise advice. A few local
allusions are omitted. Though long, it will | WE have received a letter from our brother,
well repay perusal. We escayed abbreviation, Mr, Pedley, of Cobourg, expressing regret at
but felt that every sentence had its place, and | the use, in the Year Book, of the phrase in
we know “ the man ” whose life has ztood un- l his account of the Union, to which we took
blemished as a Christian minister Yor nearly ' exception in our last. Asour esteemed chair-
four decades in the fierce light of public|man has received also an explanation, and
criticism, is behind every sentence. The very i« We're brithers a’)” there is no need of
practical question of endowment; the respon- | further comment. Not one of us but at times
sibilities of the Board ; the true tone of Col-'allows impulse to lead where judgment would
lege work ; and the advice to students, which ' cry halt ; bearing each other’s burdens fulfils
in a large measure is applicable to every:the law of Christ.
Christian, present topies, for reflection and | —_—
practice. God bless the reading to many,, MoxDAY October 13th, we started for Mon-
many hearts, and upon our College continue ' treal to fulfil the work required at our hands
benedictions. |in the college lectureship. Our readers will
i bear a little egotism as we record our experi-
Our worthy Missionary Superintendent jence. Having often travelled the old line,
hints regret at having begun a monthly letter. | we thought the new worthy of trial, even
We sympathize with him in experiencing the | though for the most part the journey would
weariness of the hand that wields the pen, | be through the night. So eight o’clock found
and yet what reader of the C. 1. would like to | us comfortably seated in a sleeping car at the
miss those letters? By these we have come | Union Depot booked by the Canada Pacific
to know of chnrches whose very names, hid | Railroad for Montreal. We started on time,
away in the statistical columns, were strange.'arrived on time, and exsperienced the same

.
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punctuality on our return journey. We have
on specially happy occasions experienced the
same punctuality on the other line. Making
all allowance for the newness of the road and
rolling stock, we must record our sense of com-
fort on the journey and in the shunting occa-
sionally indulged in missed the thumpity
bump-trump-crack to which we have been ac-
customed. A sense of smoothness and quiet
business like demeanour thus far characterizes
the line. Of course the traffic at present does
not press, and a new enterprise must be on its
best behaviour. We, nevertheless, never had a

themselves, and though when our eleven days
were over we were glad to turn our faces
homeward, we parted with Dr. and Mrs.
Stevenson and family with something akin to
regret. We were privileged during our stay
to be at the Wednesday evening service of the
old Zion Church, at the invitation of our
brother, Mr. McIntyre, also at a social of the
same church on the Tuesday following. The
service was well attended, homelike and
hearty. We felt no restraint as we spoke a few
words to those who came to praise and pray.
We record our conviction that Zion's founda-

more cozy home-like journey to and fro than on } tions are being relaid in earnestness and

this occasion. One novel yet simple feature
at the Toronto end, either way, was the advent
of a tidy waiter, ready, for a reasonable sum, to
give a cup of coffee or tea, a sandwich or cake,
late in the evening or early in the morning.
Ourtwenty cents satisfied the morning appetite
equally with the hurried fifty-cent breakfast
along the old line, and we confess to an appre-
ciation when travelling of the luxury of a cup
of hot coffee before turning in. We turned in
going down, and for some time lay gazing upon
the countless host of stars that glittered in the
arch over head, dozed and woke and slept till
grey dawn appeared. We were then skirting
the eastern shore of the Ottawa, nearing Gren-
ville. There flowed the river below, and in
the distance the wooded banks rising toward
the far off horizon; on the other side where
we sat were fields and woods and heights,
clothed with rich and mellow autwmnn tints,
shimmering in the brightness of the clear keen
morning light and air. As the sunbeams
caught the maples they seemed to glow like
burning bush, the dark pines made the crimson
brighter by contrast, and the white cottages
here and there dotted the scene with a mark
of comfort and of home. Equally beautiful
locked the deep ravines and rugged heights of
Scarborough as we neared Toronto on return.
The grand water stretch of Ontario lake and
the occasional glimpses of the noble St. Law-
rence are not seen by this route, but a tourist
will certainly get a fairer view of the country
as it really is by the C. P. R. route than by
the ofttimes desolate line of the G. T. R.

OUR home during our stay in Montreal was
with our much esteemed Principal. To say

prayer. Our friend, Mr. MecIntyre, is evi-
dently a pastor. The social was under the
management of the young people, and mani-
fested activity, taste and spirit. There had
been 4 social the previous evening at Calvary
Church, of which we knew nothing until
passed, and which we mention only as an in-
troduction to saying that we met on more
than one occasion the pastor of that church,
Mr. Hill, and each time we met him our
hearts enlarged towards him. With such a
genial scholarly earnest man as pastor, the
band of workers on Guy street can but cause
Calvary to write its record lovingly and
strong. We do rejoice at the spirit of progress
manifested in these two Montreal churches of
our faith and order.

THE evening following the social at Zion
found us at another social held in Emmanuel.
A genuine social : microscopic pictures, recita-
tions, songs,and a happy minimum of speech
making ; coffee, cake and ice cream. There
was no formal programme, but all wandered
or sat at their own sweet will throughout the
spacious airy basement, chatting, introducing,
smiling, a genuine family gathering. It goes
without .saying that the pastor and his wife
were everywhere shedding geniality around.
The previous Sunday found us in the pulpit
there, and we must record our appreciation of
the genuine taste and feeling manifested in
the service of song.

TuEsD4Y, 14th, found us in the lecture hall
of the college, wearing the professor’s gown.
It will not become us to speak of the lectures,
of the students we may. We ministered speci-

that it was a home indeed is simply to say ally to a class of nine, and must characterize
that our friend, his wife and children, were (them as respectful, painstaking, thoughtful,
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and full of earnest enquiry. We know some-
thing of other colleges, and can say that our
men will not suffer by comparison. Oneeven-
ing we supped with the eighteen in the pleas-
ant dining hall of the new building, and were
pleased with the cleanly, orderly appearance
all roun®. The matron, Miss Piggott, active,
kind, with genial dignity, is proving herself
“the right,”—we had almost written “ man”—
but remembering Fanny Fern’s etymology—
double-you O, man, we venture “the right
woman in the right place.” Each morning at
eight o’clock the Principal with his family
meet the students and the servants in the
general room of the college for family prayer.
There is a thorough home look, and we
should judge feeling, about the new college
which speaks well for all concerned.

WE occasionally heard the quiet of evening
or morning broken by sounds which spoke of
“the boys” being round. We recalled our own
college days and inwardly said : Laugh on,
bright hearts, and may life’s cares sit lightly ;
and may the memory of these happy days
send many a gleam of light through clouds
that must threaten by-and-by !

THE early days of an institution,as of a boy,
give tone to its future history. Our college
is not a baby, but it has taken a new depar-
ture, and it must be gratifying to its many
friends to know that in the alumni now gath-
ering within its walls, in the happy tone and
kindly air around, there appears all that heart
can reasonably wish. Way its future be all
:ive anticipate, and its labours still more abun-

ant.

SINCE returning we learn with regret that,
on account of impaired health, which renders
the preparation of lectures at short notice im-
possible, our friend, Dr. Jackson, may not be
able to deliver the proposed course of lectures
on Congregational history and polity. This
is to be regretted inasmuch as the subjects to
be covered by these lectures embraced a new
line of study in the curriculum. Not that
ecclesiastical history had been neglected, or
that voices had been dumb on our history and
polity ; but it was felt that in making out
anew the course of study, which not only the
new building, but the degree creating power
the college possesses, demands a distinctive

course on the line indicated, was called for.
We believe a year ago this was contemplated,
and Rev. John Frazer was asked to give a
course, but at that time declined. His present
ecclesiastical position precluded that offer being
renewed,and the address given by Dr. Jackson
as Chairman of the Union, indicated careful
study in the needed direction.

[Since the above was in print, we are glad
to learn that the lectures may yet be given
by our friend, his health improving.]

WE cannot dismiss our Montreal experience
without reference to our venerable father, Dr.
Wilkes, whom we found with eye undimmed
and, excepting the lameness, now chronic,
with powers apparently unabated. To him
whose work has been parallel with the entire
Canadian history of our churches, the present
promising position of the college and of the de-
nomination must be, we know it is, a matter
of profound thankifulness, giving bright touch-
ings to the lengthening shadows of life.

Our English brethren are to be congratu-
lated on the excellent meetings held in con-
nection with the Autumnal Session of their
Union. The Chairman’s address was or “ The
Larger Ministry,” by which Dr. Parker evi-
dently means the general ministry of the
Christian life. In fulfilling this ministry the
guestion arises, have we a doctrinal message
worthy of the rapidly advancing age in which
we live 2 The four corner-stones of the Chris-
tian edifice are defined to be—God, Inspir-
ation, Redemption, Immortality. These facts
are to be firmly held, though with all due re-
gard to individual peculiarities, and the Larg-
er Ministry whose duty it is to spread and
illustrate these truths must be allowed its
various gifts, whether as preachers, teachers,
musicians or theologians; though the pulpit
should be reserved for distinctively doctrinal
and ethical teaching. We quote Dr. Parker’s
remarks on the essential function of the pul-
pit :—

¢ At this point T hope I do not separate myself from
my brothren when I advise that the pulpit should be
reserved for distinetly doctrinal and ethical teaching.
I am not conscious of being narrow-minded in wishing
to consecrate the pulpit, wholly and absolutely, to the
preaching of the Gospel. Men do not come to church
to adjust controversies, to re-arrange the states and
empires, or settle the details of regeneration ; they
come to worship God, and to hear what God the Lord
will say. There is no true reform outside the sup-
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posed boundaries of the Church which is not inspired
and nourished by the Biblical teaching of an enlight-
ened and unencumbered pulpit, s0 no man need sup-
pose that he has cut himself adrift from the spirit of
the age by confining his church mimstry to the wor-
ship of God and the exposition of the Scriptures. We
wrong the Scriptures when we suppose that they do
not touch every point of time, every phase of iniquity,
every form of need. Preach, ‘* As ye would that men
should do unto you, do ye even so unto them,” and
you have struck at all oppression, monopoly, unjust
dealing, and sharp practice, though you may not so
much as name them, Preach, ‘‘There is one Medi-
ator between God and man, the Man Christ Jesus,”
and you have pronounced the doom of all reverends,
and right reverends, and most reverends; ail hier-
archies, and prelacies, and poperies, that thrust
themselves between the soul and God, and yet not
one of them in this case also may have been so much
as named. Preach, ¢ Who is gone into heaven, and
is on the right hand of God: angels and authorities
and powers being made subject unto Him,” and you
preach the ultimate extinction of all majesties, high-
nesses, severeignties, thrones, and crowns, that are
not held in trust from heaven ; all kings that are not
the subjects of their own people, and all churches
that have apy head but Christ, though no reference in
particular may have been made toone of them. This
is the glory of the Scriptures, that they hold in their
infinite meaning all the wants and prayers of the ages ;
and thisis the glory of the preacher, that he need not
name Drusilla in order to make Felix tremble.”

The responsibilities as well as the demands
upon the earnest endeavours of Congregation-
alism “ better way ” is then presented :—

Popery does not found republics. State Churches
can take no part in the disestablishment of even the
worst monarchies. In this respect popery and pre-
lacy are the same thing ; they teach the need of
authority ; they train the mind to dependence ; they
transmute the spiritual into the superstitious. These
are not accidents ; they are the necessary conditions
and qualities of the case.

The God of the Prayer-book is & most imperfect
representation of the God of the Xew Testament.
That is the explanation of all. The God of the Prayer-
book is predominately a Monarch, and the dJevotees
are ‘‘ miserable sinners.” In such a doctrine—separated
from all that is piteous, compassionate, comforting,
and inspiring in the Cross of Christ—you find sover-
eignties, feudalisms, priesthoods, and poperies, and
the possible separation of human-kind into a proprie-
tary that will not think and a peasantry that dare not
speak. On the other hand, free churchism is the be-
ginning of free citizenship. The first must of neces-
sity introduce and eanoble the second. In the long
run Atheism cannot create republics ; it cannot, in-
deed, create anything, for it is itself a negation. Athe-
ism can throw down; it can introduce anarchy ; it
can stimulate rebellion ; but it can nevev build for
eternity or bless the people with peace. Atheistic
France may any day return to empire; Puritan
America can never adopt a king. I say Puritan

America, for without that qualification even America
mey come to desire a king, like the other nations of!

the earth. Distinctive principles, not changing vhan-
tasies, must be the security and the defence of dis-
tinctive peoples. One thking is, to my own view,
certain, and that is, that though Congregationalism is
essentially democratic, it has an inexpressible detes-
tation of license, wantonness, and violence, in the
treatment of any question or subject between man
and man. Congregationalism moves steagdily along
definite educational lines, hating sedition, repudiating
spoliatior, and curbing the passion of man when it
would ouvrun the providence of God. Its democracy
is the human side of its theocracy. It can only
sanction the cry, Where is the king of Hamath, and
the king of Arpad, and the king of the city of Sephar-
vaim, Henah, and Ivah ? when it is assured that con-
solidated and peaceful peoples are prepared to blend
their voices, as the sound of many waters, in the one
national anthem—Hallelujah, the LORD GOD Om-
nipotent reigneth ! "’

Tae Colonial Missionary Society is seeking
a new lease of active life by casting longing
glances over the Continent of Europe. Why
should English Episcopacy be represented by
170 Continental stations, Scotch Presbyterians
seventy and Congregationalists by a round O
with the single exception of ‘he Paris Church,
the McAll Mission ? Why, indeed, and Dr. Be-
van's statements we touch the needed issue
when he said that the thought was forced
upon them how grievously the churches had
neglected this Continental work. The Col-
onial Society, in resolving to take it up, was
pot departing from its original constitution,
but was simply moving upon lines originally
laid down. It was not proposed to intrude
upon places already occupied, but to go into
unoccupied fields where there was need for
their work. Even if only for self-defence
this ought to be done, but this was compara-
tively a small matter. The influence of Eng-
land was growingly a moral rather than a
material one, and in this influence Congre-
ationalism ought to have some part. The
%olonia,l Missionary Society was being sadly
overlooked by the churches of this land, and
we could not afford to let our churches perish
i the large outlying empire which England
had been building wp in the colonies. These
colonies were not only places to which we
transmitted our surplus population, they were
districts in which they were to widen the
foundation of the empire, making them strong
by the moral and spiritual forces supplied.
We have italicised one sentence believing as
we do that it contains a deeper $ruth than our
English brethren seem to be aware of.
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PERHAPS the chief feature of this Autumnal
meeting was the discussion regarding the con-
dition of the poor. Christianity is nothing
unless it is aggressive. Stagnation is death.
Organization may survive when “ the Church”
as Christ’s witness has departed. Laodicea
was rich and increased in goods while spirit-
ually poor and wretched and blind.  The
church does need its forty days at Jerusalem,
waiting to be endued with power from on
high, only that it may go forth freighted with
the gospel of peace. Congregationalism is
democratic in the best sense of the term. It
seeks to foster self-government by first bring-
ing self into subjection to the law of Christ,
and then demands liberty to do His will. It

ed to say, a revived spirit in our denomina-
tional work. For all matters specially touch-
ing our churckes the INDEPENDENT is looked
to, and therein lies our particular work. At
the same time the Notes to. be of any service
to teachers cannot, we are assured, be much
shortened. The writer has had again and
again to leave out some things he would like
to have given for fear of using too much
space. Our regret is lesseaed, however, by

(the fact that the Congregational S. S. and
i Publishing Society of Boston, are to issue a

new magazine specially for S. S. Teachers,
beginning with the new year, “The Pilgrim
Teacher.” This will be full of matter for
teachers’ use. The price will be sixty-five

ought therefore to reach forth its hand to the cents per year, but to elubs of six, fifty-five
masses, and this it is now again seeking to . cents each. We commend thisnew enterprise
do. In this, we would say, lies its real hope to all who look for Helps on the Lessons, and
of continuance, it can only gain by winning advise our readers generally to notice in con-
men from degradation and by setting their nection with Sunday schcol literature Mr.
feet on the way to the heavenly places. This,| Warriner’s notice in this issue regarding the
we believe, is the direction in which we Publishing Company.

must look for permanent success in Canada. '
“ Launch out upon the deep, and let down| Errara.—Our absence from home must account
your nets for a dra,ught,” said Baldwin Brown !‘for the omission of some items of church news in our
in his impassioned appeal to the Manchester last issue, and for some very glaring typcgraphical
Jubilee. Of course the nets had to be onlerrors. One specially we hasten to correct. The
hand, and the boat built; we are ¢ mending!obituary notice from Brockville was not for Mrs.
our nets,” preparing our boats, God guide and Pcfken but Mrs. Picken. For ‘‘recognition” in line
strengthen us until at the Master's command | thirteen of the second column of the first page read

. . A . Lt : . 1
we, all ecclesiastical petticoats aside, can heed | resignation.

those words and bring from the deep around
a great multitude of fishes to land.

OUR much valued contemporary, the Eng-

lish Nonconformist and Independent issued |

during the Union a penny daily report of the
proceedings. The worthy secretary of the

London Union, Rev. A. Mearns, with whom - 2 ¢ E
. N e ] !hope that is in them, but for the ecclesiastical

our acquaintance has been only too brief, won
golden opinions by his admirable arrange-
ments for hospitality, and a pleasing feature
of the gathering was the presentation to
James Spicer, Esq,, of a portrait of himself,
as a mark of esteem for what he has done for
the Congregational cause at home.

WiTH this number we may discontinue the
publication of the Lesson Notes. We shall do
so with some regret, as we know that they have
been helpful to not a few ; but our space is
limited. There is an increasing volume of
denominational intelligence, and, we are pleas-

CONGREGATIONAL MANUALS*

We have been for some time on the look
out for a handy volume that we could place
in the hands of our youth and busy people,
affording means whereby they might give to
those that asked a reason not only for the

rule by which they walk. Dr. Dexster’s great
volulnes may be indispensable to the student,
but are too bulky by far for general use, the
desideratum we looked for was one capable of
being read over in a leisure evening or two,
and such as would be readily grasped by both

*Our Pamcrenes.—A Church Manual for Congregation-
alists. By G. B. Johnson. James Clarke & Co., London,
publishers. 86 pages, cloth cover.

Manual of Congregational Principles, by R. W. Dale,
LL.D. Published for the Union by Hodder & Stougaton,
London. 248 pp* Cloth.

A Pocket Manual of Congregationalism, by Rev. A.
Hastings Ross, D.D. E. J. Alden, publisher. 190 pp.
Cloth, boards.
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1
the busy and the young., LEurcka, shall \\'(‘.!l)l‘. Dale’s has heen prepaved at the request
say ! Well, ideals are diflicult of attainment,’ of the Committee of the énngrogatimml Union
we have come across three, and for the of England and Wales, in connection with the
benetit of our churches we shall speak of thein 'scheme for the special instruction and exam-

all.  The manual of Dr. Ross is essentially lination of the young in religious knowledge.

American, as_ the other two are decidedly
English.  Our American brethren have devel-
oped even toan ecelesiastical polity the council
system. Our English brethren stand sturdily
for independency, and federate through local
unions and district associations,  English con-
aregationalism has been moulded as Non-con-
formity, the State Church being a constant
and antagonistic companion.  American Con-
gregationalism started as a State Common-
wealth, was in short the State, and yet
claimed freedom frow its authority. The one
fought its way out to liberty, and lives still
under the shadow of legal inferiority; the
other found & large place and liberty wherein
being planted it grew. The difference is seen
at once in the manuals. Having largely inher-
ited English traditions and found American
liberty without any State co-partnership, it
may be questioned whether either type is
specially fitted for us. It may be given to us
yet, vising tfrom the temporary discourage-
ments of a few years past, to present a type
different in detail from cither, and yet one
that may more fully harmonize our coveted
boon of liberty with the closest and most
harmonious fellowship. We should there-
fore welcome a manual for Congregational
churches from our own Canadian standpoint.
Meantime, and even then, we cannot afford to
pass by such manuals as those which now lie
before us. Dr. Ross’ manual is chiefly a
manual of forms, and of rules of procedure.
It is therefore of special value to the pastor,
deacon and secretary,and we heartily commend
it to all such as an invaluable vade mecum.
Personally we care little for form so lopg as
the spirit is maintained; councils have no
special charm for us provided the claims of
fellowship are respected; experience, however,
makes manifest that a complete absence of
form leads to disorder; and an unreasoning
opposition to being guided is confusion worse
confounded. A book of mere forms is by no
means to be put aside. The manual before
us is this, and something more. It is an ex-

‘1t is a text book, thorough, fearless, construe-
stive and eminently fair.  The closing sentence
of the introduction indicates the work at-
tempted and done. "1t is not cnough to
prove that the apostolic churches were Con-
gregational ; ib 18 necessary to prove that
Coungregational principles ave permanently
rooted in the central truths of the Christian
revelation, and that the Congregational polity
is at once the highest and  the most natural
organizat.on of the life of the Christian
Chureh.” 1t may, as Dr. Dale suggests, seem
a small thing when the very foundations of
faith are being undermined to discuss polity,
but polity is & manifestation of the inner life;
and the nobleness with which that life is
illustrated has more to do with establishing
faith than controversy or attack. What
more noble manifestation of Christian manli-
ness than a fellowship self-controlled, with
perfect liberty to accord to all the full priv-
ileges of Christian courtesy. Walking with a
dignitary of the Anglican church through
his church edifice, he opened the pulpit door.
“I would very much like to have liberty to
ask you to occupy that place some day for
me, but—" That liberty is ours-—which is
the nobler form of polity and of life? We
heartily say with our authaor, ¢ The connection
between orgarization and life is never aceiden-
tal or arbitrary.” As a text book for Bible
classes in our Congregational churches Dr.
Dale's manual scems invaluable. We may
add that not only is the mere polity discussed,
there are admirable chapters on the Sacra-
ments.

. The manual of Mr. Johnson’s has in some
! respects anticipated Dr. Dale’s, covering much
‘of the same ground. Its spirit, however, is
'more from the devotional point of view. It
evidently has those in view who are begin-
.ning their church life. It is prefaced Ly an
jaddress to those who “have just joined the
church.” Some of the sentences remind us of
the spirit of John Ahgel James as he addressed
ithe young. This manual would be an excel-

position of Congregational polity on its more lent one to put in the hands of our youth as
visible line. The other manuals are designed 'they take their places in the ranks of the
either for the class, or for individual reading.{church, being pervaded by what the old
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divines would call “unction.” This little $1,220.  There were several others at the
manual treats of Theology, Polity, Worship, 'siune time and for the same cause, who cost
Life. ' 'the township a total of $2,100, an absolute
We may vefer to the subject matter ()f}l()ss of over $500." And yet brewers and
these mannals in some of the details by and {liquer vendors tell us they are building up
by, meantime we would say—making al- !thc country, paying our taxes for us, and that
lowance for the specially American aspeet of | the Government cannot get along without the
the one, and the English cast of the others, we  revenue they pay.
have in these manuals, whose united cost, Sir Leonard Tilley was asked at Napance
would he covered by a dollar, all veasonable | this question: “If you abolish the traflic how
wants of a manual supplied. As a book of will the Govermment raise the revenue 27
forms and modes of procedure Dr. Ross’ will He replied that it was not profitable to
be found competent; as a text book un- squander twenty millions of dollars in liquor,
questionably Dr. Dale’s; and as a manual of in order that the Government might receive

our life and polity to be vead when the heart |
is move specially touched, by all means M.
Johnson’s.  Our sense of the importance of |
denominational yet Catholic instruction must |
be our justitication for the prominence and!
length accorded to this present review. !
1

PROHIBITION—IV.

REVENUE AND TAXES.—Conéinued.

We cite two illustrations to prove that it is
not detrimental to revenue to banish strong
drink. Talke the case of Vineland, New Jer-
sey, which practically as well as legally pro-
hibits the sale of intoxicating liquors; while
Yonkers, New York, licenses 149 saloons, and
has in addition seventy-five places where
liquor is illegally sold. Vineland has 12,000 |
inhabitants, and Yonkers has less than 15,000, |
so that in this respect the places are nearly
equal. Yet Yonkers spends on its police
foree 937,000 per annum, while Vineland has
only one constable at the annual expense of
$75. Yonkers has a police judge at a salary
of 84,000, and a clerkk who is paid &80u.
Vineland has no police court and needs none.
Pauperism in Yonkers costs the town $12,-
000, while Vineland has only six paupers for
which it pays $£00. For these items Yonkers
pays $43,800 per annum, while Vineland pays
only $475. Thus a handsome margin appears
in Vineland, in one year of 843,325.

We give another example from the pen of
W. McCraney, M.P,, Halton Co., Ont. “The
Township of Nassagaweya, in the county of
Halton, from 1867 till 1881 received for licen-
ses 31,550, and one man, McGarrigal by namc,!
became incapacitated by drink and cost tliat

tcwnship for the above time, as a pauper,'

Other
We

a revenue of four or five milliony.
cases might be cited. but space forbids.
proceed now to the question of
BARLEY,
Many say, “the barley question defeated
the Scott Act in Peel County.” At all events
this is one of the stock arguments of the op-
ponents of Prohibition.

From Government returns we find from the
year 1868 to 1883 Canadian brewers have
used, on an average, 760,391 bushels of barley
per annum, thus affording a market for
about one-tenth of the barley put upon the
market in Canada. The foreign market takes
the remainder, and all are aware the foreign
market fixes the price, both of this and other
grains. The amount of barley destroyed in
brewing is becoming greater every year, so
that the above figures would not represent the
grain consumed last year. Yet the whole
amount now used is less than one peck for
every man, woman and child in the Dominion.
Now, as Governor St. John asked, *“ Who has
a boy to trade for a market for a peck of bar-
ley 27

Looking at the question from a farmer's
stand-point, and we find as a crop it is very
exhaustive on the soil—disagreeable to work
among—actually pays the least profit of any
crop grown on the farm. The latter is the
opinion of many leading farmers whom we
have consulted on the question. Besides it is
actually worth more for feeding purposes on
the farm than the brewers pay for it, ¢ g., it
has been asce *ained by experiment that ten
bushels of barley will produce an hundred
weight of pork. Last year on Barrie market
barley sold at 60c. per bushel; pork brought
S8 per 100 1bs. Thus the profit on every
ten bushels of barley as fed on the farm was
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82 over that sold to the brewer. Convert-
ed into beef, the profit will be even greater.
We have reckoned nothing on the advantages
of keeping the fertilization for the farm by
feeding the barley at home. Brewers buy
many meat cattle and hogs and then purchase
the farmer’s barley in order to fatten them.
We ask, is this wisdom on the part of farmers
to sell these off the farm ?

Besides we ask, can not land be put to a
better use than to grow barley for brewing
purposes ? Did God intend that land should
be used for such purposes ? J.J. H.

Barrie, Nov. 10th, 1884.

CONGREGATIONAL COLLEGE OF B. N. A.

OPENING ADDRESS, BY REV. F. H. MARLING, MONTREAL,
SEPTEMBER 18th, 1884.

The occasion that has brought us together tu-night
is one of great interest to us all, un public grounds.
But to him on whom it has been laid to deliver this
opening address, it has also this personal cvincidence,
that, exactly forty years ago, viz.: in September, 1844,
this Alma Mater first took him under her fostering
care. She was but a youthful mother, then,uf less than
ten years’ experience. Her means were very slender.
Resangusta domi kept everything at the tightest
squeeze. She was li* ‘ng in a very common-place frame
house on Yonge Street, Toronto. But “she did what
she could.” She was “‘motber,” and her sons yrew
to love her fondly. They love her still, and she says
that she is not altogether ashamed of them.

Before I turn away from the past, however, I want
to lay a wreath upon the honoured grave of him who
was the College —as to teaching—in our day, Rev.
Adam Lillie, a man whose weakness of voice so
grievously hindered before an audience, but who in
the class-room, won the cordiallove of his pupils by his
Christian graces, his high sense of honour, his fidelity
to principle, his unfailing courtesy and his warmth of
heart ; and at the same time developed inthem a pro-
found respect for his theological learning, his openness
to truth from every quarter, and his absolute justness
of disposition to men of all churches and schools.
He taught us, single-handed, Latin, Greek, Hebrew,
Mental and Moral Philosophy, Logic and Rhetoric,
Theology, Church History, Biblical Criticism and
Interpretation, Homiletics and Pastoral Theology.
There is not a man of us but loves and honours Dr.
Lillie’s memory, and feels his spirit and his teaching
to have been a benediction to him in all his work.
This tribute of loving reverence paid :—

I. THE MANAGEMENT.
Let mesay a few words to those who are charged by

)

the corpovation of subseribers with the administration
of the affa’vs of the college. Is it nota fact, that Boards
and Commitices are bodies who receive very little ap-
preciation or sympathy? Their work is done out of sight.
Results are made known, perhaps, but rarely the
reasons for them. Often a choice of evils is the only
choice possible. Severe condemnation is sometimes
passed upon o conclusion practically inevitable. Faint
praiso may be awarded the outcome of long labour,
anxious thought, and practised skill. Having served
“ inside " the College Directorate for ten years as
secretary, forseveral more as a private member of the
Board, I have a lively recollection of the responsibility
and difficulty of the trust, in the reception and over-
sight of students, in the arrangement of the course of
study, in the selection of professors, in the care of the
finances,and in many other departments of administra-
tion.

Meeting, as we do to-night, to open the first session
in this new college building, permit an early alumnus
to offer his hearty cungratulations to Alma Mater upon
having, for the first time in her life, a home of her own !
She has been dwelling in tabernacles longer than
Israel wandered in the wilderness, and it was high
time that she found rest for the sole of her foot. It
is a fit dwelling place that has been provided for he:
one of a cluster of academic buildings, ecclesiastical in
style. of enduring stone, and with sufticient accommo-
dation. Such an extc rnal embodiment gives dignity and
promises permanen :e to the schuol of prophets estab-
lished therein, fosters a valuable esprit des corps,
facilitates study, and leaves grateful memories. The
College will respect itself more, and be more respected.
It will take, its place among sister institutions on a
more equal footing. It will be more attractive to
students and possibly professors. This is a good in-
vestment, and the Board may feel a particular satis-
faction,that amongst themselves have been found men
of sufficient farsightedness and liberality to assume
the responsibility of this enterprise.

For one, I am glad that there is now made a return
to the system of College Residence. It is the plan
followed by most colleges of the old world, and
found best adapted to those of the new. There are
perils in it, when great numbers of young men are
barracked together. But if a student cannot live in a
home, he had better live with his own kind. This
life in common, under one roof, at the same table,
occupied in the same labours, relieved by the same
recreations, what a pleasant comradeship it makes,
what help it gives in study, what life-long friendships
it promotes ! I cannot help feeling nearer to those
who touched elbows with me in college. How often

I »nvy the old classmates in other colleges whom I see
¢ eting each other with such light in the eye and
su a pressure of the hand as is seen between no other
men.
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What «bject calls next fur the 51;cu.\l attention of |
the College Board ! After the stated duty of keeping
up the professonial staff, and dealing with students,ts not
the question of cudownent now in order ! As com-
pared with the pastorate of churches and with Home
or Foreign Missions, the work of a college does not
command popdar support. It is quiet work, out of
sicht. far away from wmost.  Some thinkit is hardly
work at all ; many do not see the need of it. & wift
to it may never come vack to the giver,in any measure,
Its Lenefit to others is future, invisible, uncertain.
It is & weakness of human nature, to reguire to see and
touch where we are asked to believe.  Yet in planting
the oak, under whose shadow only our children may
sit, we do a greater work than in growing the Hower
whih withers, as well as bluoms, before our own eyes.
It is but the few, however, who look far enough to
see this.

For many years, even from its birth, the College
has had a virtual endowment from England. But
repeated warnings haveo been given that these annual
grants way one day cease, and this institution, hke,
every seat of learning in the land, secular or religivus,
needs its permanent fund for maintenance, as well as
a house for habitation. It would not be well to,
endow it 50 richly, as to sct itabove the need of popu-
lar sympathy or remouve it frum the general control of
the churches whuse ministry it is established to train.
But on the other hand annual subscriptivns and col- |
lections are altovether too precarious a svurce of in-
come to give the College a pruper stability, and to
assure professors of their livelihvud. Endowment,
as a basis with church-contributiuns to supplement its
deficiencies, seems the ideal to aim at in this case.
By all means, therefore, let the movement for the,
second $20,000 be vigorously pushed. And when
forty thousand have been secured, go on to the round
hundred !

1I. THE FACULTY. '

After the management of the college, I would next !
pay my respects to the faculty. Infewer words, how-
ever, for, supremely important as their work is, it ig
not so suitable for public dissertation in detail as what -

;o training in a theological institution.

s proper distribution of the several chairs,  If the ideal
seem tu be hopeless of attaimment here, even this
may stimulate to higher aims,

Union Theological Seminary, New York, has seven
Professors whose subjects are, 1. Systematic Theology «
2, Church History ; 3. Sacved Literature ; 4. Hobrew
and Cognate Languages : 5. Biblical Philology ; 6.
Sacred Rhetotie 5 7. Pastoral Theology, Church Polity
and Mission Work, A librarian and instructor in
Elocution, ind vecasional lecturors, are also employed.

The chairs in Princeton are; 1. Didactic and
Polemical Theology ; 2. Church History ; 3. Oriental
and Old Testament Literature ; 4. Oriental and O. T.
Literature and Christian Ethics ; 5. New Testamert
Literature and Biblical Greek ; 6. Eecclesiastical,
Homiletical and Pastoral Theology ; 7. The Relations
of Philosophy and Science to the Christian Religion.
Here alsoare Special Lectures, a libraran and a
Teacher of Elocution.

Five Professirs seem to be regarded as the minimum
in a fully cquipped institution. Auburn, Lane and
Chicago have this numher, beside lecturers. The
majority of the studcnts matriculating are already
graduates of colleges.

The fact is, that the studies of a thorough divinity
course are interlined with every branch of human
knowledge, with Ancient und Modern Languages and
Literature, with History, Philusophy and the Natural
Sciences, as well ag with all human life. A minister
ought to know everything ! At least nothing comes

,amiss that is knuwable ; and a great part of education

consists in tinding vut what things are unknowable,

-ur knowable only *‘in part.”

I do not forget that, on the one hand, there are
finished scholars who are very poor preachers ; nor,
on the other, that there are eminently successful
preachers, such as Spurgeon and Moudy,who received
But in the
first case, it is not the scholarship that spoils the
preaching ; for this, no one argues that mere scholar-
ship is sufficient ; the preaching ‘¢ gift ” is composed of
many slements, physical, intellectual, emotional and

may he called the business elements of ths case. .spiritual. And in the second, besides the possession

I heartily congratulate my honoured brethren, the ! [ of the gift referred to, in a most rare degree, there
Professors, on the increased facilities they will find for lms been & diligent self-educatlon outside the schools.
the work ¢f this and succeeding sessions in this College , Native intellectual vigour, intense spiritual vitality,
Building. I have no suggestions to make here tomen 1 knowledge of the Bible and knowledge of human
so gifted and experienced. But the confessedly ; nature,the student’s habit though without the scholar’s
provisional condition in which I find the arrangements ' equipment, and an instinct for racy, Anglo-Saxon
for teaching suggests to me the simple statement of | speech, have educated these men, as the fishermen of
the numbers and duties of the professional staffs in two | Galilee were educated, in and for their work. Further
of the theological seminaries of which I have heard | | it must be remembered that, great as is the work
most of late years. These lists may surprise some \\ho achieved by Spurgeon and Moody,God has much other
have thought that two or three men are able to under- ! i work to do, of a less direct and visible kind, and in
take all the work. They may suggestto others a!which a thoroughly trained mind tells with great
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advantage. Only nowand then does he raise up men | “ Suffer the words of exhortation ” from an elder

of such power with the “multitude.” The greater
part of his work is done by quiet pastors, not often re-
ported in the newspapers, but patiently teaching ap-
preciative congregations and training a generation of
thoughtful and active Christians. The revivalist reaps
what such pastors have sown.

¢ Every man hath his own proper gift of God, one
after this manner and one after that.” As if to re-
buke any nascent pride of scholarship, God raises up
seemingly * ignorant and unlearned men,” who bring
down with sling and stone the giant who had scared
the mighty men in their armour. And as if to put
honour on knowledge, when God wanted a lawgiver
for his ancient people, he first ordered that Moses
become ‘“ learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians ;”
and selected as the chief apostle of the new dispen-
sation the foremost scholar of those who sat ‘‘at the
feet of Gamaliel.” In truth, thereis no one and only
way into the ministry of the Gospel. ¢ There are
diversities of operations ; but it is the same God
which worketh all in all.”

It should be noted, that while the faculty of this
College is mainly engaged in scholastic instruction
of the students, not only does such instruction embrace
the actual work of the ministry, but the college course
also includes a great deal of that work itself. Besides
preaching and other Christian work,during the sessions
the students spend their vacations in. Home Mission-
ary service, .nd the experience thus gained is an
invaluable preparation for full engagement in the
pastorate. This work in the field is as truly a part of
the entire system of training for the ministry as the
lectures in the class-room.

While I set a very high value on this practical
training, I plead also for as full and strong a faculty
as the College can secure. There is more danger,
experience seems to teach, of a deficiency than an
excess of learning in the Canadian Congregational
ministry. Young men come here to be educated : let
them be educated thoroughly, if at all. For every
vacant chair may God direct your choice to a fervent
Christian, a practised winner of souls, mighty in the
Seriptures, sound in the faith, a ripe scholar, an in-
spiring teacher, strong-minded, warm-hearted, over-
flowing with divine light and love !

II. THE STUDENTS.

And now let me turn to those for whose sake this
building has been erected,every council of the directors
held, and for whom every Professor prepares and con-
duects his instructions,—the students of the College.

Though it is sometime since I was in your plece
and something may have been learued and experienced
in the interval, so clear is my recollection of student
days and so warm my sympathy with student-life,
that 1 cannot talk to you as from above and from afar.

brother.
Isay.”

Dear Brethren,—You have come here to be educat-
ed for the'ministry of the Gospel. There is a suggestive
and thrilling name by which the prophet of the Old
and the preacher of the New Testament are alike
called, and whicu I would fain engrave on your me-
mory as a standard to be lived up to. Itis—‘“4
man of God.” Whea aheathen chief once presented
a missionary to his people, he said simply, ¢ Hereisa
Jesus Clrist’'s man !/

The Minister igaman. Not an angel disembodied,
sinless. But a man with a body and & spirit, ‘‘Com-
passed about with infirmity.” Such an one, unerr-
ing wisdom has chosen as best fitted to deal with bis
fellow men on God’s behalf.

I would lay stress on the rightful care and use of
the lower part of your twofold nature—the body.
We have happily outgrown the gnostic and monkish
notion, that the body is the seat and cause of moral
evil, and that a cadaverous countenance indicates a
spiritual mind. But we have still much to learn of
the value of this ‘‘ temple of the Holy Ghost.” A
sound and a strong corporeal basis is a wonderful help
to sounduess and strength in the spiritual nature. A
good digestion, capacious lungs, and firm muscles have
a great influence on all our views,habits and character.
Some sickly men, as Richard Baxter, have been
miracles of energy, but such are exceptionsto the rule.
There can belittle doubt that thepower of such men as
Martin  Luther, George Whitefield and Dwight L.
Moody is largely due to a magnificently healthy phy-
sique. Thence come capacity for endurance, courage
and buoyancy of spirit. In your future ministry, you
may have to undertake so much of travel and travail,
as to need what has been quaintly called ‘‘ a missionary
body as well as a missionary spirit.” Whatever your
sphere of service, it will aid you greatly to be full of
vigour, eager for action. Then, if you can, be healthy
If you are so now, see that you keep up to the mark.
If weakly, use double ~are. Work hard,—that is
wholesome, but within reasonable limits and at natural
hours. Exercise your brawn in regular alternation
with your brain. Climb Mount Royal, be adepts in
the gymnasium, eat heartily of simple food, and talk
and laugh while you eat. Take a full measure of sleep;
you cannot cheat nature there ; she had no biind side.
Finally, trust in God, and do not worry [

“ A man of God.” ¢ Quit yourselves like men, be
strong.” Oh, we want men in the ministry, in every
sensc of the word ‘“manly.” Able, full of power ;
energetic, delighting in work ; courageous, valiant for
the truth, fearing no adversary. Constant, certain to
be found at their posts, through good and ill. Gene-
rous—with no littlenesses anywhere about them.

I speak as unto wise men : judge ye what
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Truthful— so transparently such, as to be unsuspeet- | secret,” and let thy Father, in like manner, speak
able of falsehood. Magnanimous—and so living above "to thee by His word and Spirit. Deserve the blessing

the barking of enemies.
superiors and inferiors.

Courteous to all, equals,!of the first Psalm, on the man ¢ whose delight is in
Loyal to every word, tolthe law of the Lord, and in His law doth he meditate,

every duty, to every compact. Why, thereisno feature i day and night.” It will be a sorry day for you, should
in the character of the ideal knight of medievaliyou ever como to use the Bible professionally only,

chivalry, that should not be found in the ‘““man of
God,” that was not found in his great humar exempler
—the Apostle Paul. Never let there creep over you,
young men, anything of the weak, puling and sen-
timental. Do not ask, do not allow your people to
‘ coddle ” you. Don’t be ¢‘dudes,” I beg of ycu.

“Aman of God"—*Jesus Christ’s man.” *Ye
are not your own.” God made you ; Christ redeemed
you ; the Holy Ghost has renewed you. You have
presented your bodies a living sacrifice.” You have
done so in a special way, hearing a divine *““call” to
special service. You are ‘‘ separated unto the Gos-
pel.”

Now, if you are to be acceptable untv God, if you
are to do good service to men, and if you are to have
any liberty or joy in your work, it is before all things
necessary that you make these words good, that the
surrender of self to God be whole-hearted and with-
out reserve. The ministry, as a mere ‘* profession,”
an educated man’s way of making a living and gaining
a position, is an intolerable bundage, the dismalist
failure. Pursued asa “‘calling,” from God, unto'Gud,
with God, no life is better worth living. It is too
sadly possible to pursue it in a self-seeking worldly
way. *“Satan hath desired to bave you,” was spoken
of the Lord’s own chosen Tawelve. The world, and
even the church, often aid the adversary in dragginy
the ministry down to a secular level. You nced to
resist all these influences, and, by God’s help, to make
headway against the stream.

It has happened before now, that a theological
student has come eut of cellege a poorer Christian than
he entered it. Scholastic competition may have
wholly absorbed him, honours and prizes having be-
come his idols. The theoretical and controversial
handling of Divine truths—as corpses on a dissecting
iable—may have made him ineverently familiar with
them. Months and years of preparation for the work,
without practice in it, may have engendered the habits
of the literary man, rather than of the evangelist. In
the classes themsclves there may have been members
who have chilled the rest by their cold hearts mocking
eye and sarcastic tongue.

Of all these deadly influences you need to beware.
The college itself will not perforce make vou better
men. You need to diligently cultivate the spiritual
life, and that in the oid-fashioned way (there is none
hetter), by the use of all the‘‘ meaus of grace,” private
and public. ““Enter into thy closet, and when thou
hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in

for the instruction of others, and your relish for its per-
sonal use be gone. It will be helpful, always to have
at hand some specially devoticnal volume, and the
honest memiors of some good man. The daily, hourly
ordering of every detail of your lives according to the
highest Christian standard, is very needful, and will
accumulate that stock of (‘haructer, which is to be the
gratest force in your ministry. Aim to be all that “a
man of God ” ought to be, from your inmost soul out-
wards. Without this, learning and eloquence will be
of small avail : they will not last. A sermon consists
of two elements,—the thing said, and the man who
saysit. And the latter is the weightier far. You have
heard sume pulpit pyrotechnist startling and brilliant,
but you did not know the man, or knew him too well.
You wondered, admired, doubted ; and it did you no
good. You have heard some preacher of world-wide
fame, and have come away saying, ‘‘Why, that was so
simple, any one could talk that way.” Ah ! butthere
was *‘ the man behind it.”” This weight of character
is made up of little things, done moment by moment,
and done right ; of acts so constantly repeated that
they become settled habits,—like ssnd grains growing
into mountains, like rain-drups swelling into rivers.
You have come here with some capital of this sort.
It will accumulate fast, if you put it out to usury. You
will want it all bye-and-bye. You cannot have too
much. Be jealous of this hoarding time.

You can help owe «another greatly in this spiritual
growth. This will be one advantage of your living
together. Keep this end in view. Thereis noservice
we enjoyed more in my time or remember more grate-
fully, than a Saturday evening prayer meeting among
ourselves. We drew very near to the Master, and
near to one another. It will be very natural for you to
form your more intimate friendships, to pair off acord-
ing to elective aftinity. But 1 trust youn will all form a
true brotherhood, and be very watchful against any-
thing that may mar your Christian fellowship.

I would further urge you to throw yourselves heart-
ily into the work and worship of the churches in
Montreal to which you will belong. Be model church
members. Take hold of some Christian work, especi-
ally something that will bring you into direct contact
with men’s souls. You need not hurry into the pul-
pit. But it is not too soon to-day, to lead some sin-
ner to Christ ; to help some Christian on the way.
You may learn, in your cloisters, to write evangelical,
eloquent, scholarly sermons, but if you do not know
how to take hold of an inquirer, and how to crmfort



366 THE CANADIAN

INDEPENDENT.

the sorrowful, you will be but poor specimens of min-
isters after all. Nothing will better serve to keep
your own hearts fresh and warm ¢n the Christian life,
than such work as this. Indeed, you cannot aflord,
spiritually, to live without it. Nothing will throw
more light on many problems in theology, than this
proving doctrines on the living subject. Nothing will
be more suggestive of theories for preaching, and help
you to keep more clear of that great vice of academi-
cal sermons, viz. : their falling into the shape of dis-
sertations, upon a subject before an audience, instead
of a personal dealing with a congregation on sume
truth or duty. And nothing will be more helpful to
you in your pastoral work, bye-and-bye.

One thing that may surprise you, in this endeavour
to become a ¢ man of God,” as you come to know your-
selves better, is, the multitude and the multiformity of
the hiding-places of selfishness in the heart of a good
young man. I charge you to be on the watch against
the first person singular, in your thoughts and aims,
your speech and conduct. Ieep *“1,” “me,” and)
““mine,” sternly in the background. There is plenty
of opportunity, in the study and in the class, ip ses-
sion and in vacation, for these irrepressible person-
ages to thrust themselves forward, and they will never
let slip a chance. Bid them “down!” like rampant
dogs. If they barx at everybody, they will bite their
master worst. As to your future field of labour, for
instance, do not look vut for an easy, well-paid place.
If you do, you will rue it. The seal and motto of an
American Missionary Society is worth remembering.
The device represents an ox, standing between a
plough on the one side, and an altar on the other.
The motto reads: ‘‘Ready for Either,”—for the
field or the sacrifice, to labour or to suffer, to live or
to die. So put yourselves in the hands of the Lord of
the harvest, and He will show you where to go.

To these hints en your spiritual preparation for
your work, allow me to add some on your academic
duties.

You will make yourselves, as students, more than
any College will make you. Some of yon have had
experience as teachers, and you know how often your
best efforts have been baflled by lazy boys, while the
hearty workers have done you full credit. In MecGill
College, and within these walls, you will have the aid
of able and earnest teachers ; but all that the best of
them can do is to offer you the fruits of the Tree of
Knowledge, and wait your pleasure to take and eat.
You have come here, I doub: not, to work, and to
work hard, and I take it for granted that you have
outgrown the boyish blunder by which students and
faculties are regarded as ‘‘ natural enemies.” These
genilemen and scholars in the several chairs of the
Colleges are your friends, and you will mest them ac-

cordingly, with respect and confidence.

Take time for this preparation. ‘¢ There is no
royal road to learning,” said the tutor to the prince,
who thought that he ought not to ““ grind  like other
boys. The growth of a mind cannot be forced. You
cannot fly to the top of a ladder. You must mount
round by round, beginning at the lowest and putting
your foot on every one. A thorough grounding in the
elements of every study is the indispensable condition
of accurate scholarship and ready command of what
we have learned.  Yet this is just what the impatient
youth of this continent rebel against, grudging the
time and shirking the labour, pressing into a dozen
olugies before they can spell, and wanting a B.A.
diploma without being able to cunjugate a Latin or
Greek verb without fault. ¢ To get through,” and
“ to come out,” are not the chief ends of going to Col-
lege, but to be thoroughly educated men, knowing
correctly what you profess to know, and understand-
ing well the use of the tools by which you may con-
tinue your self-education as long as you live. It isin
the elements of every study that you especially need
that aid of teachers which you will enjoy in college,
but will not be able to command in after life. Make
the very utmost of this golden opportunity.

You enjoy a great aavantage, as compared with the
early students of the Congregational College, in the
connection of this institution with McGill University,
and in the multiplication of the Professors here.
Some day, 1 trust, your successors will be able to com-
plete their Arts course before commencing Theology
at all. By a faithful use of your first two years in
McGill, however, you can achieve much, and avoid
the peril incident to the overlapping of the courses,—
that of acquiring 2 smattering of both, while master-
ing neither.

Be assured that there is no branch of the Arts
course that you can safely neglect, that will not con-
tribute to the broadening and strengthening of your
minds, and assist you in your directly theological
studies. You cannot afford to be narrow men, know-
ing only one line of things. You cannot even know
that, unless you know many others.

Christianity, includes the Judaism which was its
previous form, Judaism itself goes back to the patri-
archs and antedeluvians for its central beliefs and

rites. Christianity is an old religion, as old as man-
kind. Its records are contained in two ancient lan-
guages. Its history touches the history of every

‘“ kindred and tongue, people and nation.” To com-
prehend it aright, we must know a great deal about
the kingdoms of old, their kings, their people, their
countries, their prophets, their religions. The Old
and New Testaments bristle with allusions to these
subjects, and a preacher of the Word ought to under-
stand them, and to know them at first hand. This
historical religion lies embedded in the history of the
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human race. We cahnot tear it from its nest. It
must be studied in situ. ‘‘ Comparative Religion ”
is presented by some in such a way as to make the
teachings of Moses and of Jesus simply one form of
human belief, eontaining some elements of truth, but
defective zind frequently erroneous, and, like all other
systems, ready to vanish away. You need to be
able to show how revealed religion stands among
them like the perpetual mountains, while they are but
the shifting clouds that cast their shadows on the
mountains for an hour, and then melt away. All the
recent researches into the monuments of the older
nations produce new evidences of Christianity. But
a man needs thorough training to know how to use
these things. Between ourselves, we may as well
frankly confess that there is a great deal of false his-
tory and bad logic pressed into the service of a holy
cause. The judicial habit of mind is a rave thing to
find, among friends or foes of Christ. ’

Besides its relations to all history, C.hristi:mity has
a history of its own, whose lessons are all of deepest
interest at the present day. It came into the world
when Judaism was bigoted and formal or eceptical,
with a remnant of believing spirits ; when Paganism
was outworn, and Philosophy was a wrangle of con-
flicting schools ; and when Rome trampled both Jew
and Greek under its iron hoof, while its doctrines sup-
planted those of the Pharisee and the Sadncee, the
heathen priest and the philosopher. They were seri-
ously moditied, in the thought of Christians, by these
other beliefs, and the polity of the Churck came by
degrees into the form of Rome’s imperial despotism.
The history of Doctrine. of Polity, of Worship, and of
Christian life from the time of the Apostles to our
own, is full of instruction to us. Hardly a modern
error springs up but is a resurrection of one thought
to be dead and buried centuries ago. Almost every
article of the Faith is a conquest over ignorance and

heresy won by brave and patient labour through many ’

cenerations. The more recent history of the church,
from the Reformation down. is of course most inti-
mately related to our own time. Even its carliest
periods are being reproduced in heathen lands.

Seme of the deadliest controversies of our own time
Lave been—for we can begin to use the past tense—
wpon the tield of Physical Science. The Church has
been foolishly ignorant, and therefore foelishly alarm-
¢d about such questions. And some dnbelieving
seientists have heen as foolishly boastful. But on the

one hand, somne false interpretations of Seriprure have |
been abandoned by universal comsent. and on the -

ather. some very contident deductions from the facts
observed by science have been admitted to be *‘not
proven.” The number is rapidly increasing of these
whe find no conflict bLut a perfect harmony between
the Works and the Word of God. and who devoutly

recognize the one Lord Jesus as the Creator and the
Redeemer of men. But to hold and maintain such a
faith intelligently, you need to understand something
of science ; if not to become eminently proficient in
any branch, at least to understand its principles,
!methods and terms. Chemistry, Natural History,
| Geology, Astronomy, and all the rest, will help you
|in every sermon, every Bible-class lesson, and many a
‘conversation with your people. As their religious
i teacher, if you are to command their confidence and
'respect, you must keep ahead of the bright young
I people who are enjoying all the advantages of modern
reducation.

[ Mathematics deal with God’s great laws of number
and proportion, with which we have to do in the
homeliest affairs of every day life, and which at the
same time are the key to the harmonies of the uni-
verse. The exactness of mathematical reasoning can-
not be attained in many of the questions with which
theologians have to deal, but it furnishes an ideal
standard, and a maichless discipline.

Philosophy, as the science of mind and morals, and
including the history of thought, has for its very sub-
i ject-maiter that ¢‘ inner man ” with which you will be
dealing all your lives. If its use is sometimes to guard
'against error more than to impart positive truth,
even in this light it will be of the highest value.
There is too much, and too little, of philosuphy in our
theology,—too much of the false, too little of the
true.

Logic and Rhetoric,~—need I say a word as to their
value to the preacher of the Gospel. Who needs

more than he to be sound in argument, persuasive in
speech !

i Make the utmost, then, of your opportunities.
I Store your minds with facts ; scize and hold princi-
ples ; ever seck the truth about everything, and do
iyour work in workmanlike fashion.

Yet all this is to be tributary to the Queen of Sci-
1ences—the knowledge of God, of God in Christ, of
!God in the Bible. You may be in the highest rink as
. classical scholars, mathematicians, historians, philoso-
! phers and scientists, yet if ignorant of the Bible and
i of men, you will be nothing worth as Christian min-
j isters.

The Bible is #he Baol, for you, and above all things,
I wonld urge you to be masters of that one book.
"Wonderfal Book! So old, yet so new. So mani-
“fold, yet so perfect a unit. The story-book of the
child ; the inexhaustible mine of the scholar. The
mind’s highest stimulant to thought : the heart’s sur-
est source of joy and peace. Assailed on every side,
"in every age, yet never so strong as it is to-day. The
i very life and power of God are in it, beyond doubt.

| You have been studying this Bible. more or less,
| for many years ; but you come here to study it more
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clogely, more deoply, more broadly. 1t may not be
long bofore you digcover —perhaps you have already
discovered—how little you know about this sumo
Biblo that has been in your hands from childhood.

{ guited to its charactor.

'ruphlruus or anguished hearts, as if they wore logical

. ]
Thero 1s much to learn about the Bible as a book,) your eyes.
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Do not treat the freo play of
the pootic imagivation, or exuberant uilorances of

definitions, ripid and frigid.  Let Seripture live under
It is not a cabinet of curiosities from

as a part of the world's inheritance from the past,!some strange world ; but is all about the men, women

Christinng, as a collection of ancient MSS. handed
down through many centuries.  All that you can
learn of the external history of these writings, all
that they reveal of their own origin and purport., will
bo of great interest and value toyou.  The lower and
the higher eriticism of the Sacrod Text will engage
your attention,

with the newest turn of the critical kaleidoscope.
Take time—hear all sides—swear by no great name—
be overawed by no high-soundiag dogmatism.  Some
of us have lived long enough to sce a great many
theories set up by very learued men, and fortified by
masses of quotations from every Oriental language,
enough to strike the less learned dumb. But hardly
had the ponderous structure been put in place, than
another scholar passed that way, who dewmalished it
like a house of cards by a single wave of his hand, and
then set up his theory, which, in its turn, fared no
better at the hands of critic number three.  These ex-
periences tend to make us spectators rather calm and
patient.

The Bible, as God gave it, is the Hebrew Old Tes-
tament and the Greek New Testament. A minister of
the Word should never rest short of being able to read
it freely in ** the original tongues.” That is the only
way to get at its inmost meaning, and to catch every
shade of its thoughts. The first-class commentaries

are written upon the originals, not upon any version. '

Inmumerable misinterpretations are founded ona false
term given to an unhappy translation.
from a true schalar shatters the proof-tex!, the doc-
trine is discredited, and the preacher put to shame.
Now is the time, and here is the place, where you
may get thoroughly erounded in these ancient tongues.
Settle down steadily to whatever drudgery there may
be in mastering the elements. You will never have
such another chance. These faithfully acquired, you
will advance into ease and liberty to the reading of
the very words of Moses and David. of Pavl and
John. Then, you will never begrudge the toil.

Study your Bibles both with telescope and micros-
cope—in the mass and in detail. It is one and it
is many.
thought that runs through it all from Genesis to Rev-
elation. and around which all its manifold jewels ave
crystallised. Take up book after book. Each re-
quires a separate study. Narrative, psalm, prophecy,
gospel and epistle, are each to be interpreted in a way

Enter upon it manfully, without |
prejudice, neither slaves to tradition, nor infatuated

A few words’

Find and follow the thread of Divine

as a sacred hook of the Hebrews and of the cu.r]yI

and children ot our own,  What a heart throbs in
evory lino!  Thero is immeasurable scope for most in-
terosting research in following up tho veferencen of
the Bible to places, porsons, custams, holiefs, in such
a manner, for example, a8 has been practisod by my
classmate in this college, Dr. Cunningham Geikie, in
his *¢ Life of Christ,” shedding so much light on allus-
ions which the difterences of age, country aud people
have rendered obscure to us.

Let me drop a word of warning against some ten-

dencies prevailing at this timo in two oppusite divec-
‘tions in the handling of Holy Scripture. Ono is, to
i treat the Bible like any other ancient book, an inter-
[ esting specimen’ of * Hebrew literature,” but standing
Ton precisely the same footing as the *“sacred hooks”
l'of the Hindoos or Chinese. Tt is a gain to bring out
ithe *“ human element ” in the written Word, as it is
"to bring out the human side of the Person of the In
"carnate Word.  But it would be as tervible a loss to
isuffer this to obscure the ““ Divine element ™ in the
lone case as in the other.  “ Ioly men wrote ™ these
Ibooks, and their humanity appears in every line ; but
'holy men ““ moved hy the Holy Ghost.”
On the othier hand, there are habits of interpreta-
“tion in certain pictistic schools that are full of peril.
'One is, the spiritualising and allegorising of every his-
"torical incident, person and place. There are analogies
"between the outward and the inward, between nature
and grace, hetween history at large and the life of the
individual soul, which Scripture itself suggests, and
which are full of interest and instruction. But this
method is carried to a prurient excess. 1t leaves
hardly history to stand as history. It cxaggeratesthe
-detaiis of every parable. And worst of all, it may be
wholly fanciful, without Scripture warrant, springing
from individual caprice, and varying with every com-
mentator.  Another doubiful practice is the harping
_on certain words or phrases, putting some mysterious
meaning info them, and then professedly drawing it
out. We have not, I believe, yet had books or tracts
on “The Oh'’s of David,” or “ The Ifs of Paul,”
but there are some that lead us to look for such titles
some day. The writers do not mean to beirreverent,
but such a treatinent of God's Word is surely small
and childish.

Next to your Bibles, and out of your Bibles. try to
be masters in Treovogy. I know the prejudice
avainst ‘“dogma.” and that Systematic Theology is
considered very ‘*‘dry,” and I acknowledge that this
may be in part the fault of the architects of such
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systoms.  But on the other hand, men aro lazy, they
do not want to think on ditlicult questions, but want
their thinking dono for them, and overything sugar-
contod with rhetoriec.  Othor sciences are dry to the
uninitiated, but how valuable thoe results to mankind !
In constructing a theology, wo do exactly what the
botanist does.  For example : he goes into the gu®len
or the field, collects his flowors, anayses them, puts
thom with others of like kinds, and arranges the whole
vegetablo world in vegular order, everything “after
his kind.” 'The herbarium is not so beautiful as a
garden ; hut it is an invaluable koy to the garden,
and the garden is mado tenfold more beautiful under
its guidance.  So the theolugian goes to the garden of
the Lord in revelation, culls from each testmnent and
every book the words of God concorning Himself, His
Son, His Spirit, His law, His providenco, His method
of redemption for fallen man, His purposes for the
future, and aims to set these in order. There must
be a plan on which God works in this supremo domain,
as in every lower one, and the theologian tries to lind
that out. He is liable to be mistaken.  Iis human
languagze may often be too weak and small to carry
the burden of Divine thought. His logic may Lo vul-
nerable, but his attempt is right and wise ; and when
so many of tho keenest minds and the devoutest
hearts have wrestled with these mighty problems
during s» many centurics, suvely some points may be
considered settled by this time, and especially those
connected with the person and work of our Saviour.
The “ Christo-centric ” theology is the only true one,
the only one that mcets the wants of sinful souls,
that has ingpiration, life and immortality in it. T
am the Truth.” Christ as God aud man, Christ and
Him crucified, is the vital core of any theology that
deserves the name of Christian. Such has been the
theology taught here from the beginning, and God
forbid that any other should ever be heard within
these walls !

You come here to learn what and how o preach.
The pulpit will be your chief test of efficiency, your
life-long instrument of power. For it, all your studies
will be a preparation. In this public ministry of the
Word you can use all your powers, at their highest
cultivation, and the utmoust ardour of your spiritual
nature.” You will need to come to it charged to the
full with the truth of Sciipture, the fruit of all your
scholarly research guided by the spirit of truth, and
anpropriated by personal experience ; to bring that
knowledge to your hearers’ hearts which comes from
faithful study of yourselves and wide sympathy with
men ; to be deep and strong in thought, yet simple in
speech ; to use similitudes, drawn, like those of the
Gireat Teacher, from everyday life; to address, not
the scholarly few, but ¢ the average man ; to cover,
in time, the whole wide range of truth and duty; to
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awaken, direct, instruct, comfort and win souls.  You
cannot be too wiso or too good for this high service.
Many whom you address will be careless, dull, wed-
ded to the world, averse to your Master.  How great
the need, therefore, that you be all attame !

Let me urge you to wive special attention to the
elements of prayor and guace in Christian worship.
Your rites and ceremonies will by of the fewest and
the simplest.  You are not likely to have the attrac-
tions of aliturgy.  But do not make the sermon every-
thing.  Exalt the worship of God.  Put your whole
heart into it.  Study to gather up what the peoplo
owe to God of adoration, thanksgiving, confession and
faith ; and what they should ask of God in prayer
and intercession.  Put these things into simple, rev-
erent and sincere language,  Tet prayer in the pulpit
be a very real thing, as coming from your own lips.
So will you carry your fellow-worshippers with you,
as on eaglo's wings.  Be ready also to lead the people
in the high praises of God. T do not mean as their
precentor, though you should be abie to do that, when
need requires, but, first, in the joyous spirit of your
own religious life, andithen, in providing for the full
expression of it in every service.  This simple service
of ours may be a people’s service, full, bright and
hearty, if we know how, to make it go.

Finally, prepare yoursclves here, as far as may be,
to be Pastors of the lock of Christ. | 'The fundamental
qualification for this is to have the Good Shepherd’s
ownt lore for men. Tt is there that we most frequently
come short.  Sympathy, insight, wisdom, fidelity,
courage,—how diverse and how high are the gualities
required ! Expericnce is always teaching us how to
handle men better, but a young man often exhibits
all the elements of the pastoral character. Addict
yourselves to * the cure of souls.” People are hun-
gry to be dealt with one by one.

My brothers in the Lord, it is a grand work to
which you have given yourselves. A faithful minister is
very dear to the Lord Jesus Christ.  He holdeth the
stars in His right hund. There is hard work before -
you, many a soul-conflict ; a bare living at the best.
But other men have their full share of troubles, as
well as we. And we have our full share of reward,
of many kinds, even here. This ministry of the Gospel
is a good way in which to spend ourlives. Enter upon
it with full consecration, and you may enter upon it
with gladness and hope. May God enrich you with
all spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus, keep you all
your lives long, and give you the crown of the faithful
servant.

Alma Mater,—I have said my say as I was able.
“The Lord bless thee and keep thee! The Lord
make His face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto
thee! The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee,

(B2

and give thee veace !
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&lorrespondence.

MR. HALL'S LETTER.

Mgz. Eprror,—I have not much time for letter-
writing, except what arises out of my work. I am
often tempted to wish I had not initiated this plan of
writing monthly for the C.I. I feel that I cannot
do justice either to myself ur my subjects, but I must
now continue, 1 suppuse, as I have begun. I will
begin by giving some accvunt of our new church in

ST. THOMAS,

This modern city, of eleven thousand souls, is situ-
ated in the County of Elgin, on the shores of Lake
Erie, and within fifteen miles of its formidable rival,
the City of London. Forty years ago the whole of
this region of country, now buasting of cities and
towns such as Woulstuck, Ingersoll, Chatham, St.
Mary’s and many others, including the cities men-
tioned above, was a dense forest. Their growth has
been marvellous. St. Thomas has made rapid pro-
gress within the last twenty years. Its main source
of wealth, excluding the rich farming country with
which it is surrounded, is the railways; Grand Trunk,
Michigan Central, and Canada Pacific, having each con-
verging lines, and importont works here, and give
employment to great numbers. The introduction of
manufactures would make this one of the most pros-
pervus cities in the Dominion. It is remarkably
healthy, and excepting the characteristic absence of
. mountain, hill or mound, is very pleasant, almost
beautiful. It is not over churched. Presbyterians,
Baptists, Methodists and Episcopalians are represent-
ed, the Methodists have three cungregations, the
others one each. I have spent nearly a month in the
city, and from observation as well as from information,
I conclude there are hundreds of Protestants who
have no church home.

Places of amusement abound and are crowded every
night. The Sabbath seems to be fairly well ubserved,
or as well as godless railways cumpanies will allow it to,
be; for the seream of the locomotive never ceases during
the hours {of the sacred day, and very many work-
men bave no day of rest. If we permit it, within
fifty years the railway cumpaniess will rob us of the
Lord’s day. If the churches are able to suppress the
iniquitous liquor traflic they are just as able’ to stop
railway traffic on the Sabbath, and the latter more
easily, for it is done now in defiance of the laws of the
land.

Several attempts have Leen made by unrecognized
and unauthorized persons to establish in St. Thomas a

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

It is needless to say, every one of these came to
nothing. When the union of the various Methodist

was for sale, and the Rev. H. J. Colwell, formerly
one of our ministers, who had been for some time
previously ministering to the Reformed Episcopal
Church here, purchased, and opened it for worship asa
Congregational church. For several months he con-
conducted the service, but finding the work too
labourous and the congregation unable to meet their
financial obligations without assistance from the Mis-
sionary Society, he handed over the entire concern to
us. I have found DMr. Colwell ready to co-operate
and assist in any way in his power. The property has
been bought on easy terms and at a reasonable price
It has a good brick church, seating about 300, a
commodious parsonage on the same lot, is on a quiet
street, within a short distance of the main business
streel, and in the most progressive part of the city.
The whole indebtedness at present is under £3.000.
It is secured to the denumination by our model deed.

I organized a church on the 19th October composed
of twenty members. There is a Sunday school of
fifty scholars. The average attendance at service has
been sixty in the morning and 120 in the evening. It
is proposed to supply the pulpit till the College closes,
by each minister in this district giving one Sunday;
I as far as possible to be in their pulpits when
they are here. But this plan will not last much be-
yond the end of the year, as I will tinish this distvict
about one month after New Year. e have all been
anxious to see a church of our own in this city; now
that the way has been su prouvidentially opened we
are bound to give every possible help to the work.
Those who have shouldered the responsibility in this
city are not in circamstances tu give much financial
aid immediately, and many of thein are strangers to
our denomination, but all secem t., be sincere and
earnest, and willing to do their best.  There are im-
mediate payments to be inade. There is nu intention
of making any direct appeal to sister churches, but
would it not be the right thing for every church to
send a contribution, say of &5 Anid it would
greatly cheer the St. Thomas friends if some of cu
large hearted brethren would forward a contribution
at once, for just now such encouragement would be
far more valuable thaa later on. T will be glad tu
take charge of any such gifts, or they may Le for-
warded to the secretary, Mr. William Glass, Box 424.
St. Thomas. Ont.

LONDON.

I had a pleasant visit to this city, where I noted
signs of improvement in our church that were very
cheering. The time has come when we should make
a strong effort to have a second church here. Mr.
Hunter is very anxious to see this accomplished.

THE WESTERN ASSOCIATION
met in Wingham with the youngest church in the

churches took place last spring, one of their churches : district, except St Thomas. We spent two most de-
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lightful and profitable days together. Three hours
were given to the consideration of our denominational
work, chiefly our mission. I had the pleasant task of
opening the discussion. I took advantage of the
presence of Rev. Mr. Hunter, member of executive,
to have a short conference with the managers of the
WINGHAM CHURCH.
They are supplied for the present, but have made no
permanent arrangement.
should endeavour to carry out the uriginal intention
of the Wingham church, and unite it with
TURNBERRY.

Ispent part of a Sunday with this church, and on
having a consultation, found them willing to unite
with Wingham. The pastor would reside in Wingham
seven miles distant, give Turnberry afternoon ser-
vice, and morning and evening in the town. I drove
fromr Turnberry to

HOWICK TWELTH,

for afternoon service, eight miles over most execrable,
almost impassable roads. There was a very fair con-
gregation for such « day, evening had service in
HOWICK NINTH.
nearly three miles distant. Here is a large congrega-
tion. The Rev. Wm. Watt, the pastor, lives in
Wroxeter, eight miles distant, and drives over this
ground every Sunday a distance of over twenty-one
miles. It will be seen that it is impussible to do
justice to this field by the present arrangement, but
give Turnberry to the Wingham man and the two
Howick churches to another, and you divide the
labour, and give 2 chance to work up that very im-
portant section of country lying around Harriston and
Cliffiord, and including these rising towns. This
change can be made without involving any increased
expenditure and all the churches are willing.
EINCARDINE.

1 visited this place during a severe snow storm,
hence uvur congregation was smaller than usual, but
Bro. Russ has made good progress since he came on
the ficll. A new and very commodious parsonage
with orchard and three acres of land have been pur-
chased. The church building is rapidly becoming too
small for the congregation and soon the command will
be given *‘ Let us arise and build.” Being able to
preach in Gaelic gives Mr. Ross great opportunities of
usefulness, in this part of the country.

WIARTON.

I found signs of progress here. Several additinns
to the church, Sunday School increasing, all content-
ed and hopeful. T held service also at

COLPOY’S BAY.
Here I was on historic ground, and I gathered many
nteresting facts regarding the work of the Society in

I am of opinion that we,

'

this place in former years. Among the Indians and
‘the first settlers along this shore, our missionaries
were the pioneers in the work of preaching the Gospel
of Christ. Mr. Bolion still conducts services in this
place, and has some of his best supporters living here.
'Tt was under the ministry of our missionaries at Col-
poys that the present pastor of the Indian church at
French Bay was converted, so that the seed sown in
days long past is still bearing fruit, thougl I cannot
i but think, if the work had been followed up we would
be much stronger in this part of the country than we
are. We certainly should be the largest deromina-
tion instead of being almost the smallest. Tltra Iu-
dependency has been the bane of Congregationalism
throughout the whole of Canada.

AMONG THE INDIANS.

Our Indian Mission was merged in the Canada Con-
gregational Missivnary Suciety in the month of June
last, and hence we are now chareed with the conduct
of the Indian work.

French Bay, where the Indian church is situated, is
within about ten miles of Southampton, on Lake
Huron. The Indians here speak the Ojibway lan-
guage, live in comfortable houses, cultivate the soil
and fish. They are fairly educated, and have good
schouls. They cultivate the musical talent and many
of them have organs in their houses.

The Coungregational Church is a plain structure,
standing sadly in nced of paint and other repairs. It
boasts of a beil, whose tunes are not very silvery ; in
an urgan yuite good enough for a city ; there is a
good cungregation ; also a Sunday School. T found
on reaching the place, that th~ majority of the
families were up the bay fishing. After a short ser-
| vice in the church, we decided to proceed to the camp
i ground, six miles distant. Here I found them living
in their hutsand wigwams; and in one of the largest
of these, we held our service and church meeting.
They sang and prayed, and spoke in their own lan-

guage. I addressed them through an interpreter. It
was the strangest gathering 1 ever beheld. I could

only praise the Lord that these poor children of the
forast had come to know the Son of God, and many
of them to rejuice in the forgiveness of sins through
His name.

My mission on the present occasion was to reinstall
the pastor, Rev. Mr. Walker, for some months past he
has been out of the work, owing to some misunaer-
standing among a few of the church members. From
all I could learn, and I went into the case as fully as
the circumstances would admit, there was really no
ground for the trouble which led him to resign, and
therefore, with the all but unanimous vote of the
churck, he was put back in his office. He is a man of
good ability, very diligent in his work, and I think
blessed with more than Indian average conscientious-
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ness. It will bo necessary to give special attention to
this work, and { purpose visiting the church befure a
great while. Owen Sound net far distant, musi have
our attention without any great delay, and the Indian
work can have another visit at the same time. I
learned while here that some 200 miles further north
there are many Indians wholly destitute of the gospel,
who are quite accessable to the preacher. Will the
friends who have liberably helped the Indian Mission
remember that our Seciety hes this additional charge
on its funds, and add the amount to their subscription
to the general soeiely., Will the Churches, and Sun-
day Schools who have worked for the Indian Mission,
please continue their efforts. I can give any further
information on the subject that may be required, this
must suffice for the present, and I remain as ever,
Yours truly,

Kingsion, Ont. T. Hatw

COLLEGE CORRESPONDENCE.

My Dear Mr. Burron.—You will hear with plea-
sure, and so will the readers of Tne INnDEPENDENT,
that another subscription of $2,500 has been promised
towards the College Building Fund. This will go a
long way towards paying the final bills for building
and architect’s fees. There will, of course, be still a
balance due, but not a large amount.

In sending this memorandum let me give you the
facts as to the mortgage on the Principal’s residence.

When the building project took shape, the first step
was to purchase the ground. Of course, of this we
secured sufficient to build upon it the college and the
Principal’s residence. This land cost about §8,000 ; o
sum of nearly $2,000 was paid down and a mortage
given for the balance. This mortgage covered the
whole lot. The funds in sight and available were not
sufficient to build both the college and the residence,—
though the plans included both ; but the Principal
undertaok, if a building was erected, to pay rent for
the same equivalent to the interest charge on the
mortzage. The erection of the Principal’s house was
then proceeded with and completed. After this the
whole property was divided into two parts. The
mortgagers agreed to hold for their mortgage only that
part on which the house stood, leaving the lot with
the college building ervected on it completely free of
encumbrance.

Thus the matter stands at present. The college has
no mortgage on it whatever. The residence is moxt-
gaged for $6,000, and the rent received is sufficient to

meet the interest accruing on the mortgage. The
college corporation is not liable for the mortgage. The

residence along with the guarantee of individuals was
considered by the mortgagees abundantly sufticient as
security. Yours very truly, G, Hacre.

Mz. Eprror.—The following churches and indivi-
duals have paid for the furnishing rooms ix the college:
Mus. Brigham, $75 ; Hamilton Church, $75; Guelph
Church, $60; B. W. Robertson, 70; Wm, Ried, 870 ;
J. M. M. Duff, 876 ; T. Scholes, $75; Brantford, $70 ;
Rev. J. Salmon, $30; Stratford, $62.25; Ottawa, $50;
Friend, {15 ; Prof. Brown, 810 ; Collection, $36.90 ;
J. 8. and W, McLachlan, £75. Total, §849.15.

J. S. McLacnnax.

SLANG.

Mz. Eprror,—What Go you think of the use of
slang in the pulpit?

I know that in society its use is esteemed vulgrr, is
it any more elegant when employed in discussing the
highest themes?

A minister should, doubtless, be plain and direct n
his pulpit utterances, but may he not be all that with-
out the use of slang terms?

For my part Ilcannot get over the feeling that a
minister who uses slang in the pulpit, degrades at
once his theme and himself and offers but a doubtiul
compliment to his audience. When a preacher com-
mences a didactic statement or an illustrative one, with
an apology, in most cases I think it would be much
better to omit both the apology and that for which it
is offered. AUDITOR.

To us it seems that plain old Saxon speech has
vigour sufficient to point any moral, drive home any
application; the use of slang would indicate a poverty
of resource. Moreover, if culture is worth aiming at,
the pulpit of all places should manifest its power.—Ed.

Yhews of the &lhaurches.

v

Brantrorp. —We have organized an association for
our young people, the name of which is ¢ Our Society.”
The officers are: President, A. J. Wilkes; vice-
president, W. Wickens; sccretary, G. Maleolm;
treasurer, Miss E. Parsons. We meet every Monday
night ; we have a strong membership and our meet-
ings are full of interest. Our Thankgiving Supper
was a decided success. ° Jarge number were present ;
everybody was satisfied = 4 the monetary gain was
handsome. Our last Missionary prayer-meeting was
addressed by Dr. Beattie. His address was an able
effort and will be productive of great good to the
society.—Cox.

Darstox.—On the Gth inst., at three p.m., the
Church was organized in this place. A Council was
convened, represented by the Vespra, Edgar and
Rugby churches ; also the pastor of the Barrie church,
Rev. J. I. Hindley, M.A. Mr. Hindley was appoint-
ed chairman. The meeting was opened with devotional
services, singing and prayer, etc. Afterwardsa brief
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statemont was given by tho pastor supplying, the Rev. | executing his part of the work. The hope is to open
J. C. Wright, concerning the work since the first ser- ! it in December some time. Tt gives us pleasure to re-
vico after Christmas last until tho present time. By icord the marks of progress manifest on this field-
request from the chair a few questions were asked of | Brother McColl, accept our editorial greetings.

thoso desiring to join the fellowship of the church.i Mr. Ziox Cuurcn, Torosro.—The members of this
Afterwards the chairman briefly addressed the con- | chyrels suddenly invaded the house of their pastor on
uregation on ““ Congregational Church Polity.” The | Monday evening, 18th ult., on the oceasion uf his set-

right hand of fellowship was tlu{n given tol ‘Ie“'c“iﬁing down amonyg them on Kingston Road, and left
persons ; several others had desired to unmite, but!gypbstantial tokens of their thoughtful kindness in

owing to a severe storm and bad roads were not
present.  Mr. T. 7. Young, on behalf of the church,
read o kindly address, and extended a call to J. C.
Wright to become their pastor. To the address a
suitable reply was given and the call accepted. The
Sacrzment of the Lord’s Supper was then dispensed
in the wsual way, and the meeting adjourned unts!
seven in the evening, when a union Thanksgiving
service was held, at which addresses were delivered by
Revs. J. 1. Hindley and J. C. Wright.

Epcar.—The church here continues in good fellow-
ship and earnest labour. The ladies of this congre-
gation deserve high commendation for their zeal and
charity. In every good work in the community they
take an active and often a leading part. The church
building (chiefly through their efforts) is at present
being improved by kalsomining and painting inside.
Throughout this large field we continue to prosper
and go forward, for which we thank God and take
courage, longing for and looking for larger blessing
and better success. J.C. W,

Kixestox Firsr.—A very large number of people
were present at the new Congregational Hall on the
evening of Ottober 24th. Tea was served at six
oclock, and for some time the tables were filled.
The sales Auring the evening were larze, the amount
realized being in the neighbourhood of §350. The
articles offered for sale were of a noticeably high order,
many specimens of faney work being of a quality which
it wonld be difficult to surpass. Before the end of the
evening the tables were cleared of everything except a
few minor articles. The choir of the church rendered
some pleasing selections at intervals throughout the
evening. A pleasing incident was the preseniation to
Rev. Dr. Jackson, of a handsome plush banneret,
worked in silk and crewels. The presentation was
made by Mr. P. R. Henderson on behalf of the
Ladies’ Society. In addition to this, the ladies of
each table presented Mrs. Jackson with an article of
fancy work. We heartily congratulate our friends at
Kingsion upon their activity, and trust that ever
Kingston First may lead in every good word and
work.

MrpprevizLe.—The ladies of this field held a Har-
vest Home festival and concert on Sept. 10th, and re-
alized about $150 for their new charch. The stone
work is completed, the roof on, and the carpenter is

!articles necessary to house-keeping.

After a social
repast, a very pleasant season was spent in delibera-
tion on the winter’'s work of thechurch. The pastor's
address will now be, “Rev. E. Barker, Kingston
Road, Taronto.”

SarNra.—Miss L. Lambert, organist of Zion Church
was pleasantly surprised on the evening of October
6th, when a number of friends calledat her home with-
out Invitation. Mr. Charles Taylor read a suitable
address, and Deacon Grisbrook presented her with a
handsome gold watch and chain in the name of the
church and congregation, after which refreshments
were served and a happy time spent together before
breaking up for the night.

Toroxto NortHERN, —The anniversary services of
the Sunday School were held on Sunday 19th October
when Rev. Dr. Stevenson, of Montreal, preached to
large corlgregations morning and evening. In the
afternoon a special open session of the School was held
and adresses given by Dr. Stevenson, Rev. Hugh
Johnson, of the Metropolitan Chiurch, and Mr. W, C.
Ashdown, Superintendent of Zion Congregational
School.  The reom was erowded to its utmost capacity.
Some very sweet new hymns were sung by the
scholars, ahd & very pleasant and profitable time was
had. The financial result was very satisfactory, being
in exeess of any previous services of a similar charac-
ter. The next evening Dr. Stevenson, who had re-
wmained over for the purpose, delivered his lecture on
John Milton, to a very fair audience which would
have been a large one but for the counter attraction
of Dr. Vincent who was lecturing in a neighboring
church. The lecture throughout was very interesting
and was much enjoyed. At the close Mr. O'Hara
moved a vote of thanks to the lecturer, which was
carried with great applause. The proceeds of the
lfecture were also appropriated to the work of the
Sunday School.

Toronto WesTERN.—The anniversary services in
connection with this church were held on the 19th
Qct., large congregations being present at each of
them. In the morning, Rev. T. W. Jeffrey, of the
Queen-sireet Méthodist Church, preached ; at three
p-m. Rev. D. J. Macdonnell, and in the evening Rev.
Prof. McLaren, of Knox College. For several years
past, at the anniversary of this Church, evidence has
heen given of the success it is enjoying, ahd yesterday
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showod that its prosperity has largely increased during ( that for the Provident Fund in April, and that for the
the past year under the pastorate of Rev. A. F. McGro- | Union Meetings in June ; and also that & monthly
gor. A special programme of music, arranged by tho l Missionary prayer-meeting be held, at which a collec.
choir for the anniversary, was well carried out. 'I‘ho'tl(-n be taken for Foreign Missions. Tt further
collections at the three services were liberally con- femuestly urges upon tho churches tho need of largely
tributed to.  On Tuesday the annual tea-meeting in!increased liberality on behalf of our Home Missio
connection with the church was held with gmtifying Iwork, that the Society may be able to occupy the
success. many promising fields of labour which are opening up.
Tur CoLLiok.—Our college boys have been rojoic- . before them, :md thus to follow up the efforts of ow
ing in two barrels of apples sent by two kind friends, ; volued Missionary Superintendent.”
and on Hallow E'en their eyes were gladdened by a; Thesccond day’s proceedings were mostly taken uj
substantial cake from three Montreal ladies. They . With the reports of the various churches of the Dis
do not appear to have out grown appreciation of such | tvict. These were most encouraging, showing a
things. marked advance both financially and spiritually. An
i evangelistic moeting was held in the evening in the
i Congregational Hall. The pastor, Rev. Dr. J'wkson,
The Eastern District Association held its annual prosided, and addresses were delivered by Ress.
meeting in the parlour of the Congregational Hall, Messrs. McColl, Macallum and Day.  The Association
I\m"st(m, on the 28th and 29th of October last. i then adjourned to hold a special meeting at Middle-
Thero were present Revs. John Wood, O thwa D. l v1lle, at the openmo of the new church there, and its
Macallum, Maxville ; B. W. Day, Lan ALLAN MackADYEX,

EASTERN ASSOCIATION.

MecColl, Middleville. Hugh Pedley, Cobourg ; Geo, | Secretary.
Willet, Cowansville, who sat as a corresponding mem- 1 CENTRAL ASSOCIATION.

ber; Dr. Jackson and Allan Macfadyen, Kingston. | —_—
The Rev. B. W. Day was chosen chairman, and Rev. \ The Central Association met at Pine Grove, Oct.
Allan Macfadyen, secretary-treasurer. After spending l i 21st, at half-past two p.m. There were present Revs.
one hour in devotional exercises a paper on ! The Bap- | H. D Powis, W. H. Warriner, B.A., A. W. Richard-
tism of Power, the Need of the Church for More Efti- | son, C. D. Bolton, W. H. Way, C. DUE M.A., A.F.
cient Service,” was read by the Secretary. A profitable | McGregor, B.A., J. Salmon, B.A., and J. J. Hind]ey.
and interesting discussion followed, which occupied; M.A. As delegates, Messrs. W. Wallace and John
part of the morning session and most of the afternoon. | Bennett ; Mrs. Green and Miss Saunders.
The Association then engaged in earnest prayer, ' Mr. Powis was elected chairman. Mr. Bolton took
pleading for the special endowment of the Holy Ghost ’ up the sub)ect of *“Local Mission Work for Our
for more eflicient service. In the evening a paper | Churches.” A discussion followed in which all the
was read by the Rev. Hugh Pedley on The Present | brethren took part. The Secretary introduced the
State of Unbelief,” which elicited the applause of the | question of ¢ Temperance, with Respect to the Scott
Association. Mr. Pedley was cordiaily thanked for Act,” when the following resolution was passed-
his able and brilliant paper. | ¢¢ That this Association, h'wuw heard with very much
The College and Missionary out-look were earnestly | i pleasure the able address by Rev. J. J. Hindley.
considered and the following resolutions unanimously | | M.A., of Barrie, in regard to the Scott Act and its
adopted : Moved by M. Pedle y and seconded by | triumphant adoption in the County of Simcoe, desires
Mr. McColl, and resol.ed : * That this Association ex- |to express its gratitude to Almighty God, and its
press its joy at the opening of the new College build- | hearty sympathy with the Scott Act movement : and
ing ; recognize with gratitude to God the large acces- , we pledge ourselves to do all in our power to fnrther
sion to the number of the students, and express its|the interests of the temperance cause in our severl
earnest hope that a new era of prosperity has been |spheres of labour.”
entered upon. It would, also, in view of a hecessarily | Second Session.— Met again at half-past seven
enlarged expenditure, urge upon the churches to make | Pastor, Rev. W. H. Way in the chair. Interesting and
a more liberal provision than ever before.” couraging reports were heard from Zion Church.
Moved by Mr. Wood and seconded by Mr. McColl, Toronto, South Caledon, Wiarton, Barrie, Bowman-
and resolved : ¢ That this Association earnestly com- | ville, and Mount Zion, Toronto.
mends to the churches within its bounds the plan of | Third Session.—At nine a.m. Mr. Duff read an
systematic periodical contribution to our various |essay on ¢ State Aid to Denominational Institutions.’
denominational objects, suggesting that as far as prac- | This called for a long discussion, in which most of the
ticable the collection for the college be taken in the | brethren took part, and a resolution was passed as
month of October, that for the C.C. M.S. in January, |follows: *‘ Having heard with much pleasure the able,
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" and timely paper on *‘ State Aid to Denominational
[nstitutions,” by Rev. C. Duff, M. A., resolved that the
thanks of this Association are hereby tendered to Mr.
Dufl for his interesting paper; aud that while sympa-
thizing with these churches which have heroically
founded and cheerfully sustained Denominational
Colleges at great sacrifice in the early history of vwr
country. Still, it is the opinion of this Association
that to grant stato aid to such Institutions would be
a retrograde movement, and would be out of harmony
with the educational progress of the Province of
Ontario, as well as detrimental to their own spiritual
interests.”

Mr. Warriner read a paper on ‘“ OQur Sunday Schools
and Sunday School Literature ;” and Mr. Powis one
on *“ The Best Method of Bringing Working People
to Christ.” Both of these were exceedingly profitable.
Mr. Powis was asked to send his essay to Tug Cax-
ADIAN INDEPENDENT.

Fowrth Session.—At half-past two p.m. Mr. Salmon
read an essay on ‘‘ The Holy Spirit’s Relation to
Church Work.” A very helpful discussion took
place on the subject.

Mr., Bolton was received as a member ; and the
Association adjourned to meet in the Western Church,
Toronto, in March, 1885. J. J. HinpLey, M.A.,

Secretary.

THE WESTERN ASSOCIATION OF CONGRE-
_ GATIONAL MINISTERS AND CHURCHES.

The above Association held its annual meeting at
Wingham on the 218t and 22nd of Cctober. Rev. H.
D. Hunter presided. After organization, Rev. H.
Hughes preached an excellent sermon from Heb. xir.
2. “Looking unto Jesus.” Rev.C. L. Ross read a
paper on “‘ Certain Features of Scottish Religious
Life and Character,” which elicited a very interesting
discussion touching the good traits of character in the
Scottish people.

Rev. Dr. Gunner read a paper on ‘‘Special Services
and How Best to Conduct Them,” which was so good
and timely that he was requested to publish it in the
columns of THE CANADIAW INDEPENDENT.

Rev. J. Morton reviewed ‘‘Drummond’s Natural
Law in the Spiritual World.” The paper provoked a

. very profitable discussion upon the merits of this cele-

"brated work. While the reviewer paid a well-de-
served tribute to the charm and general suggestive-
ness of the book, he however, hesitated in accepting
some of its conclusions. He thought his insisting
upon the absolute  identity " and ‘¢ continuity” of
law in both the natural and the spirifual worlds, was
too dogmatic.

Rev. George Fuller opened a very profitable dis-
cussion on ‘‘How Best to Develope the Religious Life
of Young People.”
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Rev. T. Hall, the Missionary Superintendent, was
received as member of tho Assotiation and opened o
discussion on ¢ Our Homoe DMission Work.” His
words were earnest, inspiring and encouraging.

The closing meecting was held on Wednesday even-
ing and was of an evangelistic character. Rev. Mr.
Hunter presided and called upon the following broth-
ren for brief addresses, viz., Rev. Dr. Gunner, on
¢ The Sinner's Need of Christ.”

Rev. J. Morton on ** The Sinner’s [decision for
Christ.”

Rev. Dr. McGregor on *“ The full assurance of hope
in Christ.”

The discussions were both lively and profitable
throughout the meetings. The ministerial members
mustered in very good force. All felt it good to be
there. Rev. Mr. Totten, pastor of the Wingham
church responded very happily to the vote of thanks
accorded to the friends for their hospitality. The
next meeting was appointed to be held in Guelph
with Rev. Dr. Gunner as preacher, and Rev. C. E.
Gordon-Smith as alternate

D. McGREGOR, Secrctary.

BONNE ESPERANCE, LABRADOR.

REPORT OF MISSION WORK IN LABRADOR FROM SEPT.,
1883, to skpr., 1884,

To the Committe of the Ladies Missionary Nociety,
Montreal :

During the past year 163 meetings have been con-

‘ducted. The number attending these has been about

6,679, giving an average attendance of forty-one for
the whole year. About the middle of October we
moved into our winter home, where we were soon
surrounded by about ninety souls, and in a few
days after we were shut out from the world by the
freezing up of the river. However, we were not shut
out from our blessed Master, for throughout the whole
winter we experienced much of His presence and
Dblessing.

By the ringing of our church bell the people in the
settlement were reminded every Sabbath morning, at
eleven o’clock, that the appointed time for public
worship had arrived—soon after an attentive audience
was assembled in the little church which was com-
fortably heated for their reception—and thus regularly
we broke to them the bread of life. Again at three
o’clock the Sunday-school met, numbering about
forty ; these were formed into three classes in perfect
order, and at the close every scholar received  library
book, to brighten the long cold winter evenings.
Evening service was held at seven o’clock, when for
an hour prayer, praise and exposition of God’s Word
was the general character of the servicee On Wed-
nesday evening a weekly prayer-meeting was held, and
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the people generally took a lively part in the service.
On Fridays a prayer-meeting for women was con-
ducted by Mrs. Roger and Miss Carry, these were
well attended and nearly all took part in prayer, not
in a cold and formal way but with fullness of beart
and soul. At these mectings we had people attend-
ing from other settlements, while I conducted meet-
ings also in surrounding settlements. A ‘‘Band of
Hope of forty-one members was formed and several
meetings held during the winter. Our work has not
been in vain, several have given themselves to the Lord;
in particular we are persuaded of two young men who
have done so. One young woman previously con-
verted joined the church, and others, whom we be-
lieve to be worthy, we hope, will soon also do so.
Those of us who have acted as teachers, feel to have
been taught of God in our work.

The day school averages twenty-seven in number,
and good progress was made. Toward the end of
April most of the people left for their summer houses,
to prepare for the fishing, which they had to do before
the ice broke up. We remained till May, but every
Sabbath I went to Bonne Esperance to preach.
During summer the attendance at our services is
greater than in winter, because of the fishermen who
come from a distance, sometimes there will be 200 ina
morning and in the evening so crowded that the
church could not hold all who came, and in the Sun-
day-school over 100 would join in the lesson. The
tishermen frequently take a hearty part in the meet-
ing, throwing their whole heart into their devotions.
I have been told by many fishermen that the happiest
time they spent during the fishing season was in our
church. During the summer I have visited fifty ves-
sels and conversed with over 720 men, supplying them
with reading matter, and along the coast more than
3,000 tracts and buoks have been gratefully received.
1 have visited once every family for fifty miles west-
ward and every family eastward fwice, holding services
with each and giving books. That you may have a
little better knowledge of the condition of the coast,
and the difliculties we have to contend with in trying
to reach those at a distance, I will give an account of
my last journey along the coast to the eastward.
On Saturday, 31st August, I left by the mail boat,
landed at Lance au Loup on Sunday morning ; con-
ducted worship in a store ; the weather being unfavour-
able only thirty-five were present. I walked to Ar-
mour, over the hill, five miles to a late dinner, and
had a warm welcome from Mr. Davis and family.
On Monday morning a boatosme from Fortearo which
was returuing at once, so being supplied with oil
clothing and in heavy rain and rough sea arrived, after
a dangerous voyage, at Fortearo. The remainder of
the day was spent in visiting the people and a meet-
ing was held in the evening. The night was dark,

rain fell in torrents, every stream was overflowing and
filling all the paths, yet over forty people met and
spent a happy hour in prayer and praise. Next momn-
ing the weather cleared and I walked nine miles round
the shore, over hills and through marshes, crossing
several large rapid streams, which brought me to the
next settlement, late in the evening and faint with
hunger. After being refreshed ten people came to
hear the story of Jesus and His love, and at the close
I baptised a child. A bay of half a mile had to be
crossed to reach the larger settlement, but the sea was
angry and required strength and activity to cross safely,
two men were willing but the other two were not,
so I endeavoured to walk round with a guide, but a
large and rapid brook came between us, which we could
not cress and so had to return. However, some
eight men carried the boat to the brook and [ got
across, and in less than twenty minutes over seventy
people had gathered together to hear the gospel and
we had a most interesting meeting, afterwards two
young people were united in marriage. A walk of
ten miles next day brought me to Bradore, where a
meeting of over twenty people assembled. Next
morning I got on board a vessel bound to Bonne, and
with a fair wind, before evening I was once more at
‘‘ home, sweet home.” GE0. ROGER.

N. B.—Rev. D. Beaton, of St. John’s, Newfound-
land, in transmitting the above report says : “‘I
hope you will allow me to add that it means a great
deal more than it says ; for such visiting means more
than even country pastoral work in ordinary places.
He requires a bold heart and a warm zeal who would
do such work well. He needs and deserves our most
fervent prayers and best support.”

September, 1884.

LaBrapor Mission.—This mission was continued
in faith and has received in October and November
Calvary Church Ladies’ Association $14; Vankleck
Hill, $11; Listowel. 810 ; Mrs. Parker, $5; Mrs.
Gibbs, $2; Mrs. Duff, 83 ; Dr. Nichol §5; Mrs
Field, $5; Cowansville Ladies’ Association, £10;
Frome, $11 ; Sundries, $4, and the following address-
ed to the Treasurer: ‘‘Montreal, November 14th,
Dear madam,—Enclosed I hand you $150 in aid of
the Labrador Mission. I pray the dear Lord may
graciously accept and richly bless it. From a Friend.”
Thus faith is vindicated and the prospects for the
continuance of the Mission even after next summer
are encouraging. BarBars WILKES,

Montreal, Nov. 15, 1884. Treasurer.

[ )

ONLY reflect on it, of the Tongan Islanders—
only the other day cannibais—eighty per-cent. are
found every Sunday engaged in the worship of Al
mighty God.
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OBITUARIES.

DEACON ROBERT AFFLECK,

In the death of Deacon Afileck, the First Congre-
gational Chureh, Lanark, loses one of its oldest mem-
bers and deacons.

Coming from their home in Lanark, Scotland, to the
wilderness in 1820, with his parents, a homestead was
taken in the township of Lanark, and the struggle to
build up a home in the Canadian forest was bravely
entered upon. Providence smiled upon the efforts of
the hardy pioneers, and in time, Rohert and his
brothers, turning the forest into the {ruitful field
for.ad, as Charles Mackay sings:

“ There's wealth for honest labour
In the new and happy land.”

Taking the divinely ordained plan for cheering toil
and lightening burdens, he in 1840 became united in
marriage with Mary Borrowmndu, who acrived from
the old land in the same year; one who faithfully
seconded his efforts, and having journeyed by hisside
for forty-four years, took loving leave of him as he
passed away to the ‘‘ better land,” and.now waits in
lonely sorrow till she also can win away to the ‘‘land
o’ the leal.”

To them were born threc sons and five daughters,
all of whom are still living ; some near the dear old
home, others in the distant Prairie Province.

He was for some years a member of the Presby-
terian Church, but from conviction that the ¢ Congre-
gational way ” was the way of the New Testament he,
with thirteen others, were in 1852, organized by the
Rev. R. K. Black into the First Congregational
Church of Lanark.

Shortly thereafter he was elected a deacon, in which
oftice he served with zeal and wisdom while God gave
him strength, and retained his position till called home
by the Master.

He was indentified with the work of the Sabbath-
school, and was a zealous \‘vorker in the Temperance
cause.

His heart was in the work of the Lord, and he loved
to recall the days of ‘“ the right hand of the Most
High,” during the Revivals of 1853 and 1875. He
ever rejoiced in the prosperity of Zion in all its
branches, and continually “‘ prayed for the peace of
Jerusalem.” He surely could say :

« For ber my tears shall fall,
For her my prayer ascend ;

To her my toils and cares be given,
Till toils and cares shall end.”

His pastor for thirteen years, Rev. R. K. Black,
now of Granby, says:

“Deacon Affleck was pre-eminently a man of prayer
and a man of peace. He disliked all religious con-
troversy, especially upon points that were not essential.
It was his delight to talk with others of the Lord’s

people on the subject of vital godliness and experi-
mental religion. No one could be long in his socioty
without perceiving that the Lord Jesus Christ was to
him the object of supremeaffection, and that his trust
for salvation was solely in His atoning work. He was
ever the faithful friend of the pastor, and very tender
in his solicitude for the spiritual welfare of the
younger members of the Church.

‘“Qur late brother, although a man of pronounced
opinions and intelligent convictions, was pre-eminently
a domestic man. For him the political arena and the
path that led to municipal honours had no attractions.
At his home, when not in the house of the Lord, our
brother might almost always be found. Here he was
always delighted to see his friends, who found it a
home made most enjoyable by the skill, taste and
energy of his esteemed partner, and the devoted
affection of his family. That the Lord may gracicusly
console the widow and family in their very great loss,
and may raise up to the Church such another deccon
is my sincere prayer!”

For two years before his death he was denied
access to the earthly sanctuary, but was cheered
in his illness by the Saviour who was his “all in
all.” The disease from which he suffered sapped
his strength, till on the morning of Wednesday,
Oct. 8th, he fell asleep in Jesus. During his pastor’s
last interview with him he joined in singing several
hymns, and while singing ‘“ Rock of Ages” paused to
say of the verse beginning, ‘“ Could my tears forever
flow,” ** Ah ! that is a sweet bit.”

The funeral took place on Friday, the 10th ult.,
service being held in the church at Middleville, which
was crowded. Addresses suitable to the occasion
were made by the pastor, Rev. E. C. W. MacColl, and
by Rev. B. W. Day, of Lanark, prayer being offered
by Rev. John Currie, Baptist minister. His body
was laid to rest in the cemetery near the village.
*¢ Say ye to the neighbours, it shall be well with him.”"

+ The eternal glories gleam afar,
To nerve our faint endeavour :

So now to watch, to work, to war,
And then to rest forever.”

EDWARD BECKETT.

There passed away at his residence in Toronto, on
the morning of Nov. 13th, Mr. Edward Beckett,
senior deacon of the Bond Street Church. He was a
deacon of the Wolverhampton Church, the church of
his native town, under the late Mr. Roaf, and when
in 1843 he came to Toronto he united with Zion
Church, under his former pastor, who had previously
removed to this country. Of Zion Church he became
a deacon. After Mr. Roaf’s resignation Mr. Beckett re-
signed his connection with Zion Church and united with
the Bond Street Church, under the pastorate of Rev.
F. H. Marling. From the beginning of his residence
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in Toronto, besides being active in all denominational
work, our late brother was carnest and prominent in
the temperance movement, continuing so to the end,
always securing by his worth a leading place in its
councils. e was twice married, his first wife being
an estimable member of the Wolverhampton Church.
They were married in England, where his two surviv-
ing daughters, Mrs. Allan and Mrs, Coats, of this city
were born.
way to jom her husband in Toronto.  He was married
to his surviving widow twenty-fuur years ago, vneson
alss remaining.  Mr. Beckett was at the union
Thanksgiving service in the Northern on the Gth Nov. ;
at a parlour social given by a member of the Bond

Street Church on behalf of the Parkdale Churel, in.

which he touk a deep interest, on the Tth; and in his
own place at his church on the Sunday. Thus sud-
denly, at the ripe old age of three scere years and ten,
was he called home. Quict yet earnest in manner,
strictly upright in business, liberal with his means, our
friend won esteem from all, enmity from none.
Every church of our order in the city was familiar
with his face: but he has gone! We cannot wish
him baeck ; his memory will long touch the heart's
minor chord. His remains were interred in the
Toronts Neeropolis beside thuse of his former wife,
the funeral services being conducted by his pastor,
Dr. Wild, assisted by Rev. Messrs. Powis, Duff and
Salmon. To his family our loving sympathy extends.
He has entered into rest.

Jeiterary Y¥)otices.

CarvinisM.—A tractof thiriy-sevenpages, put forthby
ane of the most untiring and devoted Turonto ministers,
Rev. J. M. Cameron, of the East Presbyterian Church.
The tract consists of a sermon by Rev. Geo. Duncan,
an English Baptist minister, and of a number of very
pertinent anecdotes and pungent sayings designed to
remove prejudice and foster conviction. It is, in
short an excellent evangelical sermon, backed by a
rich fund of illustration, which as the compiler says
* may speak as convincingly for the truth as even
more laboured arguments.” Having said this mueh
on the intrinsic merits of the compilation, we add a
few words on another phase the bright little book
presents. It manifests very clearly the softening lines
of pure Calvinistic theology. Calvinism is itself &
vague term, confessedly there is Calvinism and Cal-
vinism, but the Westminster standards, now the con-
fession of the Presbyterian churches, are among
English speaking people, and in consequence of their
adoption by the confessedly Calvinistic section of the
Christian Church, taken as fair representatives of Cal-
vinistic theology. We imagine Mr. Duncan's sermon
here endorsed by s most excellent, and in many of the

Mrs. Beckert <died at Rochester on her,

s
i

best senses, a representative miniscer of the Presby
tertan Church in Canada; which sermon, moreover,
we venture to assert fairly represents the pulpit Cal-
vinism of to-day, would not be rccognized as their
child by the venerable divines who formulated that
creed.  We hail this little publication as one of the
indications that the rival theologians are nearing each
other, and that the sovercignty of God, the free ful-
ness of His mace, can be loyally maintained without
that dogmatic harshness which mads Charles Wesley
use even his poetic fire against *“ the borritle deeree.”
Personally we rejoice to see the distance lessening,
and pray that the theolvgy which, while being
thoroughly evangelical, and because it is evangelical is
breader than the sects, may so permeate all hearts,
that the set time for divine favour, when the disciples
are manifestly onc, may speedily come. Lord, hasten
it ! Before dismissing this we cannot refrain from
pointing out how thoroughly the Calvinism of the

jtract is uot the Calvinism of the * Confession of

Faith” of the Westminster divines. We could illus-
trate this from each of the ‘‘ five points ” on which
the sermon touches. We example one.  On the doe-
trine of ** particular redemption” Mr. Duncan says
that on this doctrine as it affects mankind generally
*Calvinism has no distinet afirmation here—that the
lost are lost not because there 13 no salvation for them
but because they refuse the one salvation freely offered
them in the gospel.” TheConfession, however, has adis-
tinct affirmation regarding °* these men and angels,
thus predestinated and forewarned ; particularly and
unchangeably designed ; and whose number is so cer-
tain and definite that it cannot be either increased or
diminished,” and plainly indicate there is no salvation
for them. If the above quotation is not a distinctive
aflirmation, perhaps the following may be judged as
such: © The rest of manking, God was pleased, ac-
cording to the unsearchable counsel of His own will,
whereby he extendeth or withholdeth mercy as he
pleaseth, for the glory of His sovereign power over
His ereatures, to pass by, and to ordain them to dis-
honour and death for their sin, to the praise of His
glorious justice.” That men are ceasing to dogmatize
on these dark problems we hail with gladness. We
rejoice to know that Calvinism **has no distinctive
aflirmation here,” only where is the indignation of our
goed Canada Presbyterian which waxed so weighty
because we ventured to say that the Calvinism of
avowed Calvinistic pulpits is not the Calvinism of the
Westminster Confession. We ask with Whittier—
“Who fathoms the eternal thought?
Who talks of scheme and plan?

The Lord is God, He reedeth not
The poor device of man.

1 walk with bare marked fee{ the ground
Yo tread with boldness shod ;

I dare not fix with mete and bound
The love and power of God:
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I bow my forehead io the dust,
I veil my eyes for shame,

And urge in trembling self-distrust
A prayer without a claim.”

Evexivae Rest—By J. L. Pratt.  Young Folks
Library. Boston : D. Lothrop & Co. Price 25 cents.
A simple, quiet story. Evening Rest is the name
given to a little hamlet in the Blue Ridge region of
Pennsylvania, thither goes a young man from the East
to visit an uncle whom he has never before seen, and
his experiences during the stay make up the contents
of the book. The author, throughout the story,
dwells much upon the sweet and tender influences of
home. This series of *‘ Young Folks’ Library ” is
admirably adapted for the lighter hours our young
friends are surely permiited to enjoy.

Ir will gratify the numerous friends of the Homiletic
Monthly to learn that the work is to be enlarged
with the issue of the January number, one-half above
its present size and improved every way, without add-
ing to the price, to such es pay their subscriptions
before January frst.

Tae usual holiday offer of standard books for 1885
is equel to uny that has been already made. Pusey's
Commentaries on the Minor Prophetsinthree volumes.
Part one of the new edition of Godet on St. John, and
two more of Meyers at §1.65 per volume. This offer
is, of course, only to paid up subscribers to the monthly,
but the monthly itself is a volume replete with the
living and best utterances of the day.

Tug Standard Library of this house for 1884 has
drawn forth diverse criticism. On the whole we
look upon it as a valuable issue: one of its last num-
bers ¢ The Yankee School Teacher in Virginia” isa
capital insight into Southern life, free from party
colouring. We have read it with interest and profit.

We need scarcely temind our readers that the
Homiletic Monthly with its standard works at special
prices, and the Standard Library are published by
Funk & Wagnalls, New York. Canadian agent, Rev.
W. Briggs, King St. East, Toronto.

Otr contemporary, the Canada Presbyterian, has
come out in new typeand in improved form, promising
to be the best denaminational paperin the Dominion.
Its energetic publisher deserves success, we cordially
wish him, God speed.

Tug Pulpit Treasury for November is an excellent
collection of pulpit maiter, exegetical helps and prac-
tical suggestions; a treasury indeed. E. B. Treat,
New York.

Gosrer Hysxs transkated into the Ojibway lan-
guage by Rev. William Walker, lies before us as we
write, and brother W. W. Smith who sent it says,
“Please review !”  The first words are *‘ Nuhk guh mo
win.”  Well, after due consideration we are unable to

say whether Mr. Smith is correct or not when he says,
“Y have no doubt there is a great deal of poetical
talont in the book,” for we do not know a word of
Ojibway, but of this we feel confident, that our good
friend Mr, Walker, who we see by Mr. Hall's letter
is again in charge of a church among his brethren, has
faithfully endeavoured to give the thoughts of another
people the music of his own. Financially the book
has not been a success. Some friend of the mission
may feel disposed to aid in securing some copies for
free distribution amony the people for whose sake the
translation has been made.

Tre Cextory for December is at hand with a fine
portrait of General Grant for frontispiece. An illus-
trated description of Dublin City, a third paper on
the New Astronomy, and its other store of choicest,
freshest literature. St. Nicholas, too, with its fairy
tales, quaint legends, and practical hints for girls and
boys. It does say something for a large percentage

;of English-speaking homes that these unsurpassed

montblies enjoy their immmense circulation.

Tee Excuisg Pureir or To-pax..—This periodical
for October is at hand. The subject of its leader is
Canon Knox-Little, more especially h‘is sermon on
**The Possibilities and Dangers of Music.” It con-
tains full sermons by Revs. Mr. Hubbard, W. Boyd
Carpenter, Dr. Parker, Canon Liddon, Arch-deacon
Farrar, and an expository discourse by Rev. Alex. Me-
Laren, D.D. Sermons of these men sclected at
random would not fail to give a rich reward to the
patient and attentive reader, but these seem to have
been selected with care, and are all discourses of rare
and characteristic merit. Did our space afford the
opportunity, we should be glad to give our readers
a taste of some of their peculiar beauties and power.

Westfield, N. Y., English Pulpit Office. Toronto,
Ontario : The Toronto News Company. Price 31 per
year.

= o . =
CUNGREGATIONAL PUBLISHING COMPANY
SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPARTMENT.

The Publishing Company having made arrange-
ments with the Congregational Publishing Society of
Boston, are prepared to furnish all their publications
on terms most favourable to our Canadian churches.

These publications are equal to any others issued,
and from a denominational point of view superior to
all. The Lesson Helps and Quarterlies are graded for
every department of the Swunday School and the
names of Fev. R. R. Meredith, D. D., Mr. M. C.
Hazard, 3rs. W. Rurrows, and Mrs. W. T. Crafts, their
authors, are o sufficient guarantee of their high
quality.

- First-class library books, specially prepared for and
published by the Congregational House in Boston, can
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also be obtained from the undersigned, who will be
glad to give all necessary information, and send
samples of papers and periodicals to pastors, suporin-
tendents and teachers of Sunday Schools.

We are also propared to furnish Church Hymn
Books at the lowest prices.

All orders must be sent to tho undersigned, who
will also be glad to answer any enquiries and furnish
samples of Papers and Perivdicals to any whe may de-
sire them.

No orders can bo tilled unless propaid.

W. H. WaRrnriNer,

Bowmanville, Ont. Manager 8. S. Dept.

AN EXCHANGE

If the love of truth abate,

Faith can only work by hate ;
Souls will sicken, churches die,
Faith supplanting cbarity ;

An exchange the simploe rue,

For the false faith flouts the true.

Sweet Charity, that protiy bird,
Her nest with feathers lined,

And far around her song was heard,
*“Come let us all be kind.” i

But Faith, the wicked ouckoo came, :
And dropped an egg therein,

A naught' Luw, .~ strong for shams,
And very bold in sin.

And g0 among the nurslings hatched
By Charity’s warm breast,

Was one, alas! that little matohed
In {emper with tho rest.

And, Ob! upon a crnel day,
In wilful, wicked mood,

He, while the mother was away,
Thrust out her tender brood.

Sweet Charity, her song grew sad,
Though soft and varied too ;

But Faith felt very proud and glad,
And cried aloud, * cuckoo!” .

To call out this the whole day long,
Was all that he conld do; !
And ever hoarser grew his song— !
¢ Cuckoo, cuckoo, cuckoo.” !
—Selected. |

THE Praier at Vienna hasrecently been very much embel-
lished and is now considered by the Viennese to be the finest ;
park in Europe.

IN France, by a refinement of judicial cruelty, the date of
execution is not known until the previous evening.  Notices '
are then sent to the governor of the jail. executioneer and
chaplain.  From the hour of his <entence the criminal is
dead to the world.

EacH man of the camel corps which has been formed for
Egypt will ride, like the mounted infantry. at the back of a
native driver, whose assistance in the management of the
animal is indispensable.  Besides the twomen, a camel wilt |
carry baggage and probably oncof the 12?
water.

> gallon tanks uf‘
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LESSON 10,

b DRUNKENNESS. R
Gownex Texr. - **Be not among wine-bibbers.”
~Chap. 23 : 20.
TimE. —As in last lesson,

Inrropuction.  That intonicating liquors were manu-
factured in the days of Solomon, this lesson, if all othe
Scripture was silent, is sufficient proof, and that men g
drunk, and manifested all the degrading influences of liquor,
is evident also.  We are told that ¢ all Seriptuie is profit
able for 1eproof, for correction,” as well as *“for doctrine,
for instruction in righteousness 3 7 so from this lesson let us
take those solemn warnings which are <o powerfully put in
these selected verses.

NoTEs AND ComMEN I, = Ner. 29. Siv things are b
noted as the results of intemperance on the person of the
drunkard.  ““Woe--sorrow : 77 these words are,  strietly
speaking, interjections, they are not found clsewhere, bm
doubtless express distress from want ; ** contentions : 7 nearly
all the murders and brawls are caused by liquor, and
mote than hall of them take place in liguor saloans; ¢ balb.
bling : ” senseless talk @ ¢ wounds without cause : 7 differ-
ent to the wounds received in defence of all that is sacred
and dear 3 the wounds tom drunken brawls are infamous:
““redness of eyes : 7 blood-shot.~-Gen. 49: 12,

Ver, 30. This verse answers the question of the preced-
ing one, and indicates who it is that exhibits those marks of
degradation. ¢ Tarry long at the wine : 7 the oriental idea of
enjoying drink is to sit until the Iast drop of the wine is gone.
Eastern  travellers give frequent instances of this habit;
< seck mired wine: " wine made stronger by the addition
of drugs and spices, hence more intoxicating.

Ver. 3. Cautions based on the effects described. “¢ Louk
not: " guard **eye gate,” as Bunyan has it. Talk of the fan-
aticism of total abstinence from drinking, the inspired penn
goes further, and bids us abstain from even looking 5 ““rec
red wines were considered the choicest in the East, and
those not having the colour received an addition of colour-
ing matter; ‘“its colour: 7 /iz,, ““its eye: 7 the clear bright
ness or the beaded bubbles on which the drinker looks with
such complacency 3 *¢ moveth itself aright :” the same woni
occurs in Song of Sol., 7: 9, where itis rendered, ** gocth
down sweetly ;7 which scems to e the idea. desaiibing i

 pleasant taste as itis taken.

Ver. 32. ¢“Biteth like a serpent: 7 pleasant as it seems
when drinking, this is what follows, it brings the sharp
sting of remorse, degradation and shame : **stingeth like an
adder : 7 one of the most venemous of the serpent tribe t <o
drink poisons, it destroys the body and pollutes the soul:
the destructive results of drink can only be compared to the

sure poison of deadly serpents.

Ver. 33. ““strange women: " licentiousness is closely
allied to drunkenness: drink inflames the  passions and
blinds the judgment; there is, however, another interpre-
tation : *‘see strange things: ™ the objects of a drunken
man’s vision, perhaps a refeience to the horrors of deliries:
treniens o utter perverse things 1 7 the talk of the drunkard.
Who that has seen men under the infiuence of liquor has not
noted their stupid, perverse. and at tmes, horribie talk?

Ver. 34, We have now one of the physical eitecis of
drunkenness. ** Lieth down in the midst of the sea: ™ head
wimming and giddy, feeling as if tossed about by the rest
less waves: “‘upon the top of a mast: 7 asleep, insensible
of danger, liable at any moment to be dashed to picces upen
the deck or cast into the sea~ or it may be another form of
the thoaght of the first clause : cither thought, the stupid,
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senselessness of danger, or the giddy feelings of one intoni-
cated, holds groad,

Ver. 35. The drunkand is represented as replying in his
maudlin way to the statements of ve, 29, about contentions
and wound s *“strichen  not sick - beaten, felt it not @ ” he
has been stiicken it is true, but no i has repulted, he is not
wek s he may have been beaten and wounded, it would look
as if he had, hut he did not feel it. It could not be much,
insensible alike in body and mind.  Andnow, last and sad-
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a caller that which may prove the first step in the down.
ward road o death,  Take not the deadly glass yourselt nor
put it into the hands of another.,

‘ On the second topic we fear to begin to speak as we shall
searcely know where to end. Ity evils are plgynical aleo-
haolic drinking, it has been abundantly demonstrated, is a
breach of the Taws of life.  Aicohol is poison.  Upon some
its action may be slow and light, but upon the many 1 is
|mnsl destructive, We cannot dwell here on the details, they

dest of all, the sinner longs for a return of his indulgence. would require too much space, and tractates are everywhere
*When shall T awake?” better. as it iy not a question, | 1o be found on this subject. The evils further, are mental,
“when I shall awake, 1 will seel it yet again 07 unheed- | the will is weakened, the intellect is destroyed 5 1t may be
ing the lessons of the past, the remonstiances of friends, the | stung into increased activity for a short season by ardent
whips of conscience, the pleadings of Gad's Spirit 5 unable Fspirits, but the re-action will come, and ultimately, as there

to resist the fatal fascination, © will seek it again.
HINTS TO TEACHERS,

Temperance literature is so p'entiful in these days of tem-
perance agitation that there ought not to he any difficulty in
making this lesson interesting and helpil, but be cautious,
teacher, how you treat ity no man with the smell of liguor
on his breath should attempt to teach it. Teach it carnest-
ly, seriougly, let there be no turning aside to what some re-
gard as the amusing side of the question, as if there conld be
anything amusing in such horrible degradation. Check
vour scholars if any would tell stories of the ridicuious
tricks of drunken men, and impress upon them that drunk-
caness is sin, and that the drunkard has no portion in the
Kingdom of Heaven ; inspire them with a horror and a fear
of this arch-destroyer, and teach that he who keeps away
from drink is the only one who is safe from its terrible re-
sults, and that the duty we owe to ourselves and to others s,
to tatally abstain from all intoxicating (rquors.

rare, alas, living proofs, many, to-day, the mind will be
 completely and hopelessty wreeked. Need we speak of the
wperitual evils s of drankards the Apostle Paul says that
they ““shall not inherit the Kingdomof God,” 1 Cor. 6: 103
Gal. 5321, There are social evils, family evils, national
yevils vast and dreadful from this curse. It is in fact evil and
Fonly evil, from fuct to last
On the tird 1opic we may dismiss it almost in a single
[<entence, for there is ondy one safepnard against the danger
i of drunkenness, that is as we said at the first, total absti-
inenee from alcoholic drinks. That, and that alone, is,
“under the grace of God, a certain safeguard. The moderate
"drinker may becomea drunkard, (how many drunkards were
I not at one time moderate drinkers 2y but to him who tastes
i nogitis impossible.  Lay this, then, before your schofars as
s the safe way, and enforce your teaching by telling them that
o0 yaur oay.
SUPPLEMENTARY.---Teachers of girls classes must not
i think that therce is no need to press this upon theic scholars.

Without giving a ** topical analysis ™" of the selected verses | Unhappily there is need, for it is a sad fact, as proved in
we shall offer three topics as illustrating the subject gen-  Furope and America alike, that female drunkenness is in-
erally. (1) The beginning of drunkenness.  (2) The evils fereasing 5 the girls need caution as well as the boys.  One
of drunkenness.  (3) The safeguards against drunkenness. | more thought—ifyou are still of opinion that you may drink

On the first topic, which is an all important one for our!i", moderation, and d:) not l'(;cl dixpnscfl to teach other-
young people, impress the fact that there @5 @ beginning to | Wists read the A|w§llc S ifcauuﬁ}l reasoning wul) reference
tirs sor, and that beginning is the first dvink a boy or girl 10 meats offered to idals, in 1 Cor. 8, and see if you can

takes 3 not, of course, to say that every once who drinks a
first glass will end in being a drunkard, but they have
entered upon a perilous path, which, if they follow it to the
end, leads to a precipice of death.  The lads who pass with
loathing the drunken man lying in the gutter, or laugh at
his vagaries as he reels helplessly from one side to another,
and then turn into a saloon for 2 drink, proud of their own
superiority, may little think it, but they are on the same
downward grade as the poor wretch they despise, only that
he is a Yiwde lower than they.  Drunkenness may, often
daes, begin af home. A\ sorrowful fact this: we have seen
childrer: of very tender years encouraged by their parents to
take a taste of wine or spirits—how tenible the mistake—the
first step, as it has too often proved, in the downward road
o death.  Many a parent has wrung helpless hands of
agony, and shed scalding tears over the drunkard’s grave of
the child whom they early taught to love intoxicating drink.

That family is the safest with which no such temptations

are ever found.  Geod nature and good felloweship often lead
to drinking habits : hoys and young men, clever. genial,
whose presence adds grace 1o a party, are peculiarly liable
to fall in this way.

amd brought a Coleridge to an carly grave.  Beauty, gonius,
amability 5 lovely but fatal gifts if the possessor is not kept
by the grace of God.  Zhe habits of <ocicty is another fruit-
fu! sonrce of this sin.  Wine or other drinks are offered at
able or on calls, and a liking is thereby acquired for them,
which grows and becomes a power that cannot be thrown
oft.  The season is at hand when. in townsand cities especi-
ally, an opportunity will arise to discountenance such a prac-
tice.  Let no one connected with a Sunday-school offer to

‘ How often has the sad story heen told |
like that which threw such a gloom over the Bronte family,

"avoid coming to his corclusion in vs, 13, and saying ‘“if
Vdrink make my brother to offend, T will not drink while
; the world standeth, lest 1 make my brother to offend.”

FINAL LESON.— ferr thoughts from the Bible about
drankenness. It brings poverty—Prov. 201 173 23 21.
Sorrow—Prov. 23: 29; (lesson,) forgetfulness of the law of
"God—31: 3. Sichness—IHos, 7: 5. Woes are denounced
"againdt drunkenness—Isa. 5: 11-20.  Under the Mosaic

law a drunken son might be put to death —Deut. 20: 21.
“To be excluded from Christian fellowship-—1 Cor. 5 11,
'Shut out of the Kingdom—i1 Cor. 6: 10: Gal. 5: 21
v Warning Beacons:  Noah--(ien. g: 213 Lot—Gen, 19:

an .

30 -

|-

Nabal—1 Sam. 25: 36; Belshazzar—Dan 5: 1-6.

23

LESSON 11
s Dec. 14, )

.0 VANITY OF WORLDLY PLEASURES. :™<c

. GouLpex TExT.- - Wisdom excelleth folly as far
‘as light excelleth darkness.”—Ver. 13.

TiME.—Probably about 9So B. €.

INTRODUCTION. —-A word or two about this book may
| not be out of place. Tt declares iteelf 1o be the production
fof ¢ the Son of David, King in Jerusalem,” and although

some writers have objected, from various teferences in the
"hook, to the claim of authorship for Solomon, there is really
I ittle ground for doubt that it did come from him: it fits and
‘cmnplclncms the story of his life, and there are just such ut-
terances as we might expeet from such a man with such an
evparience.  The title literally means one who gathers
people together, especially for the purpose of religious instrue-



382

THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

P—

tion. So did Solomon and so did the writer o this book en-
deavour to gather men from the difficulties and perplexities,
from the vanities and errors which lead them astray from God,
back to Iis truth, Hisaw and Himself.

Notes anD CoMmexTS.—Ver. 1. The writer had been
speaking of wisdom, of his pursuit and possession of it, thus
qualifying him for the task that he had undertaken. But
wisdom was vanity, Chron. 1 : 17-18, and he now goes on
to relate his experiences with hissecond gift, riches, and with
the pleasures that riches supply, and how this brought him
to the same result. ‘“ In my heart—go to now :” rather,
‘¢ to my heart, comenow;” ‘¢ prove thee with mirth :"" hav-
ing failed 0 find happiness in wisdom he would seek it in
pleasure ; ¢ but this—vanity : ” this word oceurring so often
(thirty-seven times), has been called the key of the hook—
the word is the same as the proper name, Abel (Hebel)—
Gen. 4 :z, primarily meaning a breath, or “light wind :”it is
used to convey the idea of something that speedily passes
away and leaves no good result, fails to satisfy. It is ap-
plied throughout this Look to the experiences of the world ;
elsewhere it is applied to idols.

Ver. 2. “‘Laughter—mad: ” when springing from mere sen-
sual enjoyment; yet there is an innocent mirth whick is good
for body and soul alike,

Ver. 3. “Wine—wisdom :” two pursuits which may ap-
pear a singular conjunction, yet the meaning of which it is
not difficult to find. 13e would try what satisfaction wine
could give, not yielding himself to it in sensual indulgence,
but as an expesiment, one of many, in his pursuits of happi-
ness. “* Lay hold on foily : ” the folly of wine, and other
things. ‘‘ See what was good : ” still the idea of an experi-
ment, but it was a dangerous one, and he became its victim,
he lost his spiritual purity and divine life and fell into sensu-
ality and idotatry—as a chemist, scorched and poisoned in his
own laboratory,

Ver. 4. “ Great works—houses : ™ we have elsewhere a
reference to the splendid and costly buildings he erected for
himseli and for Pharaah’s daughter, also the walls of Jerusa-
lem, with several large and beawiful cities. Having failed
to find the good he suught ir sensual indulgence, he sought
it inthe ““lust of the eye” amd in ¢ the pride of life,”
‘*vineyards,” as Song of Sol. 1:14 ; S: 11,

Vers. 5, 6. Further trials in the same direction ; ¢ gar-
dens—orchards ; * from ““the King's garden” we get our
word ¢‘ paradise,” but Selomon did nat realize the happiness
that we assgciate with the word.  We sing—

‘O Paradise, O Paradise,
Who doth not long for thee?”

but it is a different Paradise to these. There areindications
of at least three of these places as pointed ont by Dean
Stanley : one near Jerusalem, one at Ethani, about ecight
miles distant, and one in the far north on the heights of Her-
mon, Song of Sol. 4: 8. ** Poolsof water : " reservoirs—in-
dispensable for watering gardens in the dry East.

Ver. 7. “Igot:"or bought, as opposed, and in addition
to those ‘“born in my house;” the children of bond-ser-
vants were always the property of the Master ; *“ great and
small cattle: ” oxen and sheep.  See the account of the sac-
rifices at the dedication of the temple, ¥ Kings, 8:63 ;5 *“all
—before me: 7" his possessinns exceeded those of his father
David, of Sanl, and of the Jebusite kings.

Ver. 8. ““Silver and gold : ” he had tried the satisfaction
of wealth ; he made sitver like stones in Jerusalem, ¥ Kings
Ya: 27 ; he had also ** the pecaliar treasure of kings : ” such
things as an Eastern monarch by his power and influcnce
could alone procure.  *“ Singers—musical instruments : ” the
gratification of all pleasant sounds, vocal and instramental.

Ver. 9. “1 was great—my wisdom remained:” the
merely human wisdom, shrewdness, sagacity, remained with
him, directed his pursuit after happiness, and put on each

.

effort the stamp of ¢ vanity.” This is not, however, the wis-
dom from above, James 1 :17.

Ver. 10, In this verse ke sums up his pursuit of happiness.
* Whatsoever mine cyes desired : ¥ he had whatever he
wished—fatal power. ¢ Withheld not : ' he gave himself up
to any and every joy that presented itself. ‘¢ Heart ve

joiced :” he found pleasure~temporary aad evanescent; a
3 P ry

he directly tellsus, in the things he sought.  *‘ This was my
portion :” or my benefit ; this joy, Beeting as it was, washis
portion, and the only pertion of all his works.

Ver. 11. Now we have the rc.alt of his search amid
riches, pleasure and power for the highest good. *'I looked
on all the works : 7 and the verdict on all alike was *“ vanity
and vexation of spirit 3 all the pleasures were fading, they
could not give satisfaction o the soul, were a delusion, and
the dregs of the cup, the after feeling was bitter, ** vexation
of spirit.”

Ver. 12. “*Tumed myself:” same as * looked on” i
previous verse. 1le passed in ¢ review,” “wisdom :”
worldly wisdom. ¢ Madness — folly : ”—two aspects of
worldly, sensual pleasure, in some things its pursuit i
folly, in others it is positive madness. ** What—alter the
king : ” meaning that the results of his experience were not
likely to be changed by any one who *‘ coming after” him
would not have such opportunities as he had to solve the
problem of happiness.

Ver. 13. This verse, chosen for the Golden Text may be
taken to epitomize the lesson.  ** Wisdom excelleth folly:”
this is the verdict, and truly wisdom in its lowest sense e
ceeds the folly of mere indulgence and pleasure, but if we
take it in the highest wisdom, the wisdom of knowing and
loving God, then, indeed, it excels the folly and infatuation
of sin as much ‘“=as light excelleth darkness.”

HINTS TO TEACHERS.

We have in this lesson the picture of a worldling’s pursuit
of true happiness, of the highest good, and the result of his
many eaperiences.  Let us took at it under two aspects.
(1.} Man’s search for happiness. {2.) Where true happiness
can alone be found.

On the first topic show that this typical man had facilities.
such asnone before or since him, to discover happiness, if, i
the path in which he looked for it, it was to be found. e
was a king, an Oriental king, with absolute power, boundless
wealth, knowledge and wisdom without precedent, and hosts
of ohsequious courtiers ready to obey hisslightest wish.  See
what he tried, ‘¢ wisdom : ”mere human wisdom—and surety
if supreme good could be found anywhere short of God, it
would be in the exercise of the noblest faculties God has
given us, but at the end of his search he had to confess as
others since, that—

‘¢ The tree of knowledge is not the tree of life.”

He then twined to pleasure, such pleasures as the body could
enjoy, misth and jollity, pleasure and laughter, but at the
end he turned away ~ith loathing and disgust, saying, * 3t is
mad 3 then he gave himsel ta wine, and although the re-
cord 1s not here, yet may we niot conclude that his experience
of that indulgence was recorded in our last lesson. ““ Look
not upon the wine when it is red—at the last it biteth kike 2
serpent and stingeth like an adder ;” terrible words in any
ligh:, but especially if we are to regard them as Sclomon’s
own cxperience.  Briefly, he withheld from himself nothing
that his eyes looked upon and hisheart desired, voluptuous lux-
ury, riches, pleasure grounds, magnificent buildings, horses
and chariots, music and his many wives. Al these pleasures
he tried to their utmost, probied to their lowest depth, and
as he passed from them one by one, the satiated, disappointed
king wrote upon each *“Vanity and Vexation of Spirit 5 and
to-day, for us and our scholars, what can the world give
that will satisfy the immortal longings within? Nothing, ab-
solutely nothing. There are pleasures and enjoyments no
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doubt in many things, in books, in music, in society, yea to
some in the grosser things of appetite and indulgence, but
the soul that realizes itself, its own powers and its lofty possi-
bilities, turns from all these indulgences, for they are—

‘¢ Like to the apples on the Dead Sea’s shore,
Beautiful without, but ashes at the core,”

and the cry still goes up, ' Where can wisdom,” true, di-
vine wisdor, *¢ be found ? "

The second topic will teach us that it can only be found in
God.,  ** The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,”
Prov. 1:7. Recall the eighth and ninth lessons of this quar-
ter, and show that true and hearty servic2 of God can alone
give lasting happiness and the highest good. Contrast the
calm, satisfied, nay rejoicing utterances of Paul, weak, feeble,
in poverty and suffering, expecting a violent death, with the
wail of this luxurious king of Istael. See 2 Cor. 6:10;
7:43 Phil 3:1-3; 4:4; 2Tim. 4:7-8.  Read such pas-
sages as these to your scholars, draw the contrast in sharp
lines, press upon them the truth that peace, satisfaction,
happiness here, and cternal joys hereafter, are only to be
found in the service of God.

¢ Here would we end our quest ;
Alone are found in Thee
The life of perfect love,
The rest of immortality.”
INCIDENTAL TRUTHS AND TEACHINGS,

We have here the utterances of experience and not of
theory.

The wisest mep, without the control of true righteousness,
will sometimes give themselves to folly.

1 shonld prefer a firm religious belief to every other
blessing."—-Sir Humphrey Deuy,

Solomon’s attempt to unite wine and wisdom cne of his
greatest failures.

Great possessions and wealth cannot give satisfaction, so
heve said many rich men, so would say many others if they
spoke the truth of their hearts.

True wisdom is as far {from mere worldly pleasure as light
from darkness.

MaIN LEssoN.—The service of God alone can give last-
ing happiness—Rom. 2:7-10; 6 : 16 ; Gal. 6:8-9; Phil.
4:9; Col. 3:24; 1 John §:3; Rev. 22:14.

LEssox 1z,

THE CREATOR REMEMBERED, {Eccs »=

1-14
GoupEx TeXT.~—** Remember now thy Creator in
the days of thy youth.”"—Ver. 1.

Tixe.—B. C. 980 {(about).

Notes AND ComMENTS.—Ver. 1, The last two verses of
the preceding chapter should be read in connection ; ver. g
especially is in strong contrast to this verse ; the conduct set
forth there is based on forgetfulness of God, and so here the
young man is exhorted to *‘ remember” Him, the ¢ Crea-
for,” 1o remember Him ‘“now, in the days of thy youth ;”
fear of the judge was inculcated before, now itis gratitude to
the Creator, and this is to be in ““youth :” the man is not
w spend his early life in the service of sin, and think that the
end will be enough for God.  ** Evil days:” which come to
all, days of pain or fecbleness or loss of opportunities, evil
enough in themselves but doubly so when aggravated by the
remembrance of past folly and neglect. *“No pleasure in
them : ” all taste for worldly enjoyment has passed, and it is
10 late to find pleasure in spiritual things.

Ver. 2. “ Sunlight—moon—stars : ”’ these may be taken
t6 mean the time of bodily and mental vigour, and of pros-
perity and happiness ; darkened : 7 fail, pass away, be suc-

Dec. 23, }
3384.

ceeded by weakness or suffering ; *‘ clouds return: " a suces-
sion of sorrows and continued darkness.

Ver. 3. The image changes to that of a house, old and de-
caying, and represents here the effects of old age upon four
parts of the body, the arms, the legs, the teeth and the eyes.
‘* The keepers—strong men—grinders—those that ook out
of the windows:” while this represents the progress of
bodily infirmity to all, good and evil alike, the good man
has anticipated it and is prepared for it. He has light, the
light of heaven in his soul, and his strength is in the ever-
lasting anms of his Gad.

Ver. 4. *“ Doors shut: " the lips, which are closely shut
together by old men in eaiing, or, as we prefer the explana-
tion, the ears, which in old age are often closed, hearing
gone.  ‘‘Sound of the grinding low :” the most familiar
household sounds, as the grinding of the corn is, scarcely
heard ; * rise up at the voice of the bird:” either allud-
ing to the light sleep of old wen, or, in accordance with an-
other translation which reads, * though it rise to the spar-
row’s note,” counecting with the previous and meaning, that
while the sound is sharp and shrill it only sounds to the old
man as dull and “low.” ¢ Daughters of muisc—brought
low:” mezaning, probably, the making and the hearing of
musical sounds,

Ver. 5. ** Afraid—high: " timid, so also ‘‘fears in the
way,” on the plain as well as on the high plazes. “ Almond
tree:” the type of old age when the hair is white ; the
white blossoms completely cover the whole tree, the green
leaves do not appear till some time after. ¢ Desire shall
fail:” L., the caper-derry.  This was eaten before meals
provocative to appetite ; ‘“ it should fail to have any effect.”
*“ Grasshopper—burden : ” a small insect, heavy—little cares,
burdensome. ¢ Man—iong how :” his house or state in
the world to come.  *“ Mourners : 7 an allusion to the cus-
tom {not died out yet) of having hired mourners, these go
about seeking and finding employment.

Ver. 6. ‘“Silver cord—golden bowl,—pitcher—wheel : »
we need not strive to assign to these images different parts or
functions of the body ; the end of life is often symbolized by
the breaking of a pitcher, a lamp or a wheel, and that is the
meaning here. Vet the similes are very beautiful, and would
speak powerfully to Easterns who were accustomed to the
things used assymbols; the **silver cord” by which the Jamp
was suspended, if the cord was “looed”™ the Jamp would fall
and the light be extinguished ; sv the * golden bowl” filled
with costly perfume is *‘ broken” and all that it heid is lost;
the ‘“pitcher” used to fetch the water from the fountain,
and the ** wheel” to draw it from the *‘cistern,” or well,
alike broken, the life-giving element lost and no more to be
had. Such are the suggestions of the verse.

Ver. 7. ““ Dust rcturn to the earth:” made of the earth,
Gen. 2:7 ; the body shali return to itat death. ¢ Spirit—
unto God :” either as Father or as Judge, to receive from
Him in due time the end of the deeds done in the flesh.

Ver. 8. The mournful refrain of the hook breaks out here.
“\'anity of vanities : * with this the preacher began, that
was his keynote, it is his closing strain, and is a fitting 1e-
quiem for the man who is ““ without God in the world,” and
so ** without hape,” Eph. 2: 12,

Ver. 9. The writer now claims 10 be heard. He ** was
wise :* a wisdom not his own, but given to him by God, he
was wise in his teaching, and wis¢ in continuing to teach
¢t the people knowledge,” teaching, as it would seem, by
word of mouth, and committing to writing these ** pro-
verbs ;7 wise thoughts, which should teach when his voice
was silent for ever.

Ver. 10. * Acceptable words: " /it., '* werds of conso
Iation,” or wards suited to those addressed, to warn, to
cheer, to strengthen, as their needs might be. ¢ Upright—
words of truth:” whatever men may think, the preacher
knew that his words were true.

1"
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Ver. 11, ** Goads:” which stimulate oxen to labour, so
wise words should excite to thought, to a true and good life.
““ Nails : ” fixed in the mind by ‘“the masters of assemblies,’
or, as another rendering gives ‘asstakes tirmly set are these
words of the masters of asseminies.”  The stakes are those
to which the tent ropes are fastened, firmly holding the tent
in its place. ““One Shepherd :” the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
the ¢ Chief Shepherd,” Jer. 23:1-4; 1 Peter 5:2-9.

Ver. 12. ‘“ Further:” beyond what I havesaid. ¢ Many
books: ™ the idea appears to be, *“ let what I have said be
sufficient to guide you arightin the paths of wisdom, if it will
not, although you may study all the books which are con-
stantly being written, yet they will bring nothing but weari-
ness of the flesh.” * Book:” is not, of course, *‘ hook’ in
our sense, it may mean any writing on any subject, as a bill
of divorcement, Deut. 24 :1;o0r a letter, 2 Sam. 11:15.

Ver. 13. ““ The conclusion : ” the summing up, the prac-
tical thoughts of the whole book. “*Fear God, keep lis
commandments.”  This is the great business of life.
“Fear : 7 in the sense of love and obedience ; he who lov-
ingly fears God, and walks in obedience before Him, is ful-
filling the mind and will of God, and is working out aright
the problem of his existence.  ““Whole duty of man : ” leave
out the word supplied by the translators and you are nearer
the idea, it is *“ the whole of man :” the whole of his busi-
ness and of his happiness.

Ver. 14. Here we have future judgment as the test of this
life. There is to be a judgment of words, ‘“with every
secret thing "—action or thought, ‘‘good—evil ; some will be
surprised at the good, many at the evil, deeds, long forgot-
ten, of their carthly life.

HINTS TO TEACHERS.

PRELIMINARY.—You have come to the last lesson of the
year, and to the final summing up of the wise preacher : these
words are specially for the young, they are specially, there- |
fore, for your study ;seek the aid of God’s Spirit that youmay
use them wisely and well, that your scholars may indeed |
¢ Remember now their Creator.”

- . . . l
The lesson is an exhortation to youth to remember God,

on the other hand point to the blessedness that shall rest on
those whose whotle lives have been a service. There are some
who will be saved, as by the skin of the teeth, but there is
a full and a glorious salvation, a triwmphant entrance into
the eternal kingdom, #4a¢ will be for those whose lives have
been God’s, who have fought the good fight, and kept the
faith.  This is the glorious possibility of the scholars who sit
around you. Earnestly emphasize, then, the exhortation of
the lesson : Rememdber nosw thy Creator.
INCIDENTAL TRUTHS AND TEACHINGS.

The fact of God being our Creator is a demand for our ser-
vices.

Vanity is written upon all beneath, satisfaction is only from
Gol.

Of all things most miserable is a godless old age.

And a godless old age follows a godless youth.

Only by remembering God early and always, can we look
with calm assurance to the future judgment.

Jesus the madel for all the young. Luke 2: 51-52.

Maix LESsON. Youthful piety. Examples of Samuel.
I Sam. 2:26; 3:10. Obadiah, 1 Kings 18:12; Josiah, 2
Chron. 34:1-3; John, Luke 180, Timothy, 2 Tim, 1:5;
3:15.

Dec. 28,) {1884,

REVIEW.
FOURTH QUARTER.

The lessons of this quarter have been very full of impres-
sive truths, as seen in the acts and writings of Solomon. It

| will be well to get from your class replies that will show

their knowledge of the history of Solomon.  Such as—
What was the name of Solomon’s mother ?

How old was he when he began to reign?

Was David dead at that time?

Was there any ol)position to his becoming king?

How was the opposition thwarted ?

Repiies to these questions, with others which may be

and without attempting a *‘ Topical Analysis” let us glance [ suggested, will bring you right into the first lesson and it
ai the reasons the wise man gives shat youth is the most easy i will be well, then, perhaps to take lesson by lesson, closing
and acceptable time for service ** It is good for a man that | with questions that will bring out the mixed character of
he bear the yoke in his youth.” Wroie the weeping pro-  Solomon, the lights and shades of his character, the good and
phet, Lam, 3:27, atime when it is more easily borne, and has ' the evil, enforcing the lessons from each which have been
the most effect on the future life.  The young who are trained | previously taught.

to habits of obgdicncc,.or industry or reverence, hind the prac- | Asin previous reviews we give a key-sentence which will,
tice of these things casier as they grow up, to assume them | we think, as we know that it has done previously, help t
later would be far more difficult and painful, just as whenwe | fix the thought of each successive lesson on the minds of the
want to convey a load a few feet above the level we make ! scholars. Taking the double office of Solomon, we get the
a gently raised incline, up which it can be dragged with com- | thought of a KING-PREACKER ; let this then, be the key for
parative ease, but the rise would be almost impossible to | our lessons as we review them.  We will give it in a con
overcome if it had to be done at one Jift ; it is easy compara- , plete form first, and then take each letter and lesson.
tively, to grow up in the ways of righteousness, it is very! ine Sol

hard to get into them after years of folly and sin. The Sa- ' Kfng nolomon. .

viour tells us that his yoke is easy, it is especially so to those | Xnjunctions and Instruction.

who take it in carly life.  Then oif age comes and with it aj Wight blessings.

listlessness aboid everything. Ol age will come, it comes to Giod’s house built.

everything, to all ;5 the body becomes feeble, the senses are ! 3 N

dulled and blunted, and there is no disposition to strike out | $Pleading the Promises and Prayer.

for anything that is not already attained. Many a man who; JReport proved.

has put off the claims of Jesus Christ and of his soul’s salva- | Eclipse.

tion until a more convenient season, thinking that when the A void sinners

leisure of age came he would give heed to those things has Is of " i

found, alas, that it was all ““too late,” and that inclination | « Counse”s ot wisdom.

or desire for the things of God had died out of his heart. ;| ¢ Hlaths” of Drunkenness.
With many the service of God, is ‘““now or never. Yet Emptiness of the world.
further there is a final judgment, in that judgment czery work, R cmembering the Creator.
every secret thought is to be judged.  So all will be brought | . . . .
before the Judge, and will not the condemnation be the Starting with the st lesson, our main thought is the
heaviest of those, who as our scholars, have had the Gospel ‘ act that Solomon is now king, seated on the throne of his
invitations and teachings before them from their earliest days: | ather David. Question so as to bring out the facts of this
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lesson.  If you think well get the Title and Golden Text of
each lesson before you proceed further.

By whom were the machinations of Adonijah def: ated ?

What similarity is there in "this attempt on the throne to
the rebellion of Absalom?

What is said of David’s treatment of Adontjah ?

What practical lesson do we learn here?

The second lesson thought is, *“ Injunctionsand Instruc-
tions.” Let us ask—

Who gave these? To whom?

What were the injunctions and what the instructions ?

What preparations had David made for the work ?

The ¢third lesson is ‘* Night Blessings.” On this lesson we
may question—

Where was Solomon at this time ?

What had he been doing ?

Who appeared to him and what was offered ?

What did Solomon ask and did he get that for which he
asked ?

Was he promised anything beyond his asking ?

What lesson did we learn from this?

The fourth lesson gives us *“ God’s House Built.” On
this may be asked— !

What was the year in which the temple was begun? !

How long did it take to build ? i

What was remarkable in the building of the tempic?

What promise did God make to Sclomon when the build- |
ing was finished ? ;

What may we learn from this lesson ? .

Lesson fize, we have ¢ Prayer and Pleading the Promises.” !

What promises did Sclomon plead ? |

For what did he specially pray? .

What wonderful thought ruspecting God is contained in
the prayer ?

What duty are we taught in this lesson?

Lesson viv gives us
this we should ask— '

What report respecting Solomon had gone abroad ? I

Who amongst others Lad heard it ? I

What did she do after hearing the report ?

Was she satsfied that it was a true report ?

What passed between her and Solomon ?

The Golden Text supplied a striking
What is it?

Lesson serrerz we have called ““ Eclipse,” which it is—a
sad and sorrowful one, a moral and spiritual eclipse. On this
we may ask—

What was the cause of Solomon’s sin ?

In what did the sin consist ?

What did God say to Solomon respecting it ?

Did this come to pass?

What warning does this convey to us?

Lesson eight, is the first one from the Book of Proverbs,

and taking the wise man’s caution it teaches us to ““ Avoid
Sinners.”

What is a proverb ?

By whom was this Book written ?

What are we taught is the beginning of knowledge?
Against whom are we cautioned and why ?

Lesson nine gives us the < Counsels of Wisdon.”
What is wisdom said to be doing ?

©* Report Proved,” and to bring outl

practical lesson. I

]

Where is her voice to be heard ?

Should we listen to her voice and why ?

What promise does the lesson close with?

The Zlenth lesson brings before us the ¢ Haths of Drunk-
enness,” and very terrible those are.

Repeat the “ Haths” of the drunkard ?

What caution does the wise man give about wine?

To what does he liken its results ?

What practical lesson may we get from these teachings?

Lesson eleven shows us i striking language the *“Empti-
ness of the World "—particularly of worldly pursuits and
worldly pleasures.

What book is this lesson taken from?

By whom is it generally supposed to have been written ?

Give in detail the various things the writer tried in his
pursuit of happiness.

What was the verdict he gave after he had tried all?

What conclusion’did he come to as regarded wisdom and
the pleasures of the world ?

Lesson fwelve is on “ Remembering the Creator.”

To whom are these admonitions specially aulresced ?

When should the Creator be remembered ?

What motives does the preacher urge for the remember-
ing of the Creator carly ?

How does he sum up the ““ whole duty of man?”

What does’he say respecting a future judgment ?

It is not supposed that the teacher will have time in the
hour or so generally given to the lesson to ask and receive
an answer to all these questions—nor would it be said that
he is to put them just in this form; they are only intended to
be suggestive.  If the teacher will get the lessons of the
quarter thoroughly inte his or her mind, (and heart) he, or
she would be’ far better able, from their knowledge of the
scholars, which no stranger can have, to put the questions

(in such a shape as shall best fix the truths to be tanght in

the minds of all who are taught.  The Review is an oppor-
tunity, if well and wisely used, (we are speaking of class re-
views) to fix the truths of the quarter *“ as nails fastened by
the Master of Assemblics.”

There is another review which all teachers should take
from time to time, especially on the last Sabbath of the
year—a review of themselves and of their work., Ilave I
taught carnestly, faithfully, and lovingly during the year?
Have I sought the aid of God’s Holy Spirit for my work ?

| Have I remembered my scholars constantly before God ?

Have I endeavoured to hive before them as one who believes
what he teaches? These and such questions as these, hon-
estly answered, as in God’s sight, will help us to a future
deeper consecration and to more extended usefulness in the
vineyard of the -Master. May every teacher who reads
these lines be honoured by being made very useful in the work!

AN invitation from all denominations in Melbourne is to
be addressed to Mr. Moody asking him to visit Australia,

THE pauper population of England exceeds by some 100,-
000 souls the entire sopulation of the great cclony of New
South Wales.

THE vineyards around Mount Etnain Sicily yielded this
year an extraordinary crop of grapes, the wine from which is
of a superior quality.

As usual, crowds of tourists visited the battlefield of
Waterloo, last summer and brought away relics turned out of
the Birmingham factories.

THE Nun of Kenmare has arrived at New York. Her
mission in coming to America is to raise funds to aid the
suffering poor of Ireland.
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EVERY DAY.

There’s a prayer that should be said,
And a book that should be read,
Every day!

There's & work that should be wrought, .
And a battle must be fought,
Every day ;

And duties to be done,

And victories to be won,

As soars and sets the sun,
Every day;

There’s a cross that must L borne,
And a thorny chaplet worn,
Every day ;

But the morning follows night,
And from darkness issues light,
Every day ;

If in patience we are strong,

We shall not suffer long,

But beat down fraud and wrong,
Every day!

There’s a prayer that should be said,
* Give to us our daily breagd,”
Every day ;

‘While we grapple with the sin,
That beats us most within,
Every day ;

And the race so blithely run,

And the strife so stoutly won,

We may rest—our duty done—
Every day !

TURNING POINTS.

*¢The entrance of Thy words giveth light.”—Ps, cxix, 130,
A very profane shopman crams into his

pocket a leaf of a Bible, and reads the last;

last words of Daniel: “Go thou thy way till
the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in
thy lot at the end of the days,” and begins to
think what his own lot will be when days are
ended.

A Gottingen professor opens a big printed
Bible to see if he has eyesight enough to read
it, and alights on the passage, “I will bring
the blind by a way that they knew not,” and

~7

in reading it the eyes of his understanding
are enlightened.

Cromwell’s soldier opens his Bible to see
how far the musket-ball has pierced, and finds
it stopped at the verse: “Rejoice, O young
man, in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer
thee in the days of thy youth; and walk in
the ways of thy heart and the sight of thine
eyes; but know thou that for all these things
God will bring thee into judgment.”

And in a frolic the Kentish soldier opens a
Bible which his broken-hearted mother had
sent him, and the first sentence that is seen is
the text, so familiar in boyish days: “ Come
unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy
laden,” and the weary profligate repairs for
rest to Jesus Christ. .

WHICH WAY ARZ YOU GOING!?

A little girl went home from church, full of
what she had seen and heard. Sitting at the
table with the family, she asked her father,
who was a very wicked man, whether he
prayed. He did not like the question, and in
an angry manner replied: “Is it your mother
or your aunt Sally who has put you up to
that ?”

“ No, father,” said the child ; “the preacher
said that all good people pray, and those who
don’t pray cannot be saved. Father, do you
pray ?”

This was more than the father could stand,
and in a rough way he said: “ Well, you and
your mother and aunt Sally may go your way,
and.I will go mine.”

“Father,” said the little creature, with great
simplicity, “ Which way are you going ?”

This question pierced his heart. It flashed
upon him that he was in the sure way to
death, He started from his chair, burst into
tears, and began to pray for mercy.

“ Which way are you going ?”

JUDGMENTS are prepared for scorners, and
stripes for the back of fools.



