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THE MINISTRY FOR THE TIMES.
BY A LAYMAN.

There is a general complaint that the members of the Churches and the mem-
bers of the Congregations are not as effective in holding up the hands of the min-
istry as they should be. The welfare of the Church ought to be as dear to the
heart of the layman as to the minister. The layman should desire success—should
pray for success—should work for success.

But the writer does not propose to lecture the laymen at present ; his word is
to the ministry, and it is a word in kindness, in love. He knows how sorely they
are tried—how difficult their position at the present day.

The ministers, with very rare exceptions, desire true success—that is, the con-
version of men—the building up of the church on a substantial basis—the union |
of the church with the minister in true Christian effort and work. The writer be-
lieves that this is the desire of every minister in connection with the Congrega-
tional churches of this Dominion.

Nearly all our ministers are educated men—active men—earnest men. And yet
an article in the Canadian Independent for August states that the churches when
vacant are looking for men of vim and energy. As alayman, I would say this is
a fact. I do not think they are looking for great men, for perfect men, for men
physically strong; but for live men, who can discern the signs of the times, and
watch every opportunity that the Master throws in their pathways.

If the people came in a prayerful spirit, determined to get lessons of instruction,
they would receive the blessing, But there are so many requiring to be aroused,
that the manner of presenting the truth should be considered by the wise pastor
as much as the truth to be presented.

The world is asking how it is, and why it is, that persons comparatively uncul-
; tured can hold the attention of men. They are filled with the Holy Ghost and

with power, some say, but that is the privilege of every servant of God whom He
| has called to the work of the ministry, if that servant of God puts himself in the
position to receive the baptism that will be bestowed upon him from on high. God
| has raised them up for a special purpose at this time, says another. True ; but
' God has ordained that the ordinary preaching of the Gospel shall be one of the
I great agencies in the salvation of men, and Ee will baptise His own servants with
|

the Holy Spirit if they wrestle mightily with Him until they prevail.
If the evangelists, says a third, had the same congregations to address fifty-two
| Sundays in the year, the interest would slacken. True, no doubt, every word.
Still, there must be something in the manner of presenting the truth that acts up-
’ on men. They gave themselves up to fasting and prayer for a time, says another,
and when the Spirit descended upon them in power, they went forth to the work.
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Perhaps they did ; still there is something in addition to all this in the manner
of presenting the truth that acts upon men.

They have a magnetism about them, says a fifth, that others have not. True,
they have ; but with some, at least, a large part of this was acquired by patient
effort, study and practice. Charles Francis Adams, in speaking of this matter,
says :— -

‘T have reason to believe that the study of the arts, which make an impressive and
zealous orator, have by some excellent people been regarded as utterly inconsistent
vith the character of a grave and pious preacher of the Gespel. It is the doctrine
which is essential. The manner of communication may-be as it pleases God. The
consequence of this sort of reasoning has been the production of many very wor-
thy men as teachers, who never studied at all the modes of attracting the attention
of their hearers. What is the result? One church crowded to its utmost limits,
while another, occupied by a far better man, attended possibly by forty or fifty de-
voted friends, and no more.”

These words must be taken in a limited sense. Numbers are not always the
signs of true success; and the great mass of men will follow the system in which
they have been educated.

Yet the proposition 1 have to make holds good, that men of ability and earnest-
ness can acquire a style that will rivet attention to a certain degree. He is an
excellent minister, says some one, of a herald of the Gospel, but he is not adapted
Jorus, Why not? Oh'! says .his one, his delivery would suit the church in
Athens, where everybody is educated, or the church in Naples, where everybody
i8 uneducated—but he does not suit this peculiar field. Brethren, almost every
field is peculiar; and every field and every church is made up of individuals.

Truly, there is a style which suits some localities—there 1s 2 style which suits
other localities—but there is a style which suits almost every locality and every
condition of men. S

Congregativnal ministers desire success—pray for success—work for success—
and none are more ready to make sacrifices for the principles they maintain to be
scriptural. To have a full measure of success, however, the people must, hear the
preacher ; to have hearers, s style calculated to rivet their attention must be
cultivated.

The writer believes that the ministry in the Congregational body are second to
none in the Dominion, compared,with their numbers; but there are some of them
who will be able to accomplish more for the Master, if theyj only seek the best
mode of delivering the message as earnestly as they strive to study the message
they have to deliver to their fellow-men.

1t may be that some one who feels his inability to hold the attention of his
audience, even when he has devoted considerable time to the preparation of his
sermon, will ask, how is this to be obtained ? To such a one I would say, throw
your dignity to the winds if necessary, in order to obtain the style that suits every
community, and every condition and position of your fellow-creatures who can be
drawn into the house of God. While upon your knees, as you often are, agonizing
in prayer, ask God to help you to this gift, which is one of the gifts for which men
are crying out at the present day. And having done this, take with youa humble,
earnest brother, anxious for the souls of his neighbours and friends, and going with
him into a church or barn, get him to point out your defects, and explain to you
the way in which the greatest number can be interested. The man you need to
consult is not the man who desires to be pleased himself, but a man desirous of
reaching other men for the conversion of their souls.

There are teachers to be found whom it might be necessary to pay. A few dol-
lars spent in that way will return tenfold ; yea, will relieve you of many days
and nights of anxiety. .

If the words of the writer are worthy of consideration, weigh them well—study
how to present, as well as what to present. If the words are uncalled for, let them
pass s the words of one who wishes the ministry God-speed. The writer has no

’
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desire to impress on any one the necessity of cultivating a style approaching a
theatrical performance ; far from it. He loves the sithple presentation of the
truth. And it is the simple, dignified, off-hand, ready, earnest manner that will
reach the hearts of men more eesily than any other.

This is a matter worthy the attention of the minister of the Gospel, if it has not
already been upon his mind. And the denomination that gives earncst attention
to it will have an advantage over all others who give the subject little or no con-
sideration.

AN ENGLISH CONGREGATIONAL THANKSGIVING.

The Autumnal Meeting of the English Congregational Union, held in Surrey
Chapel, London, in October, seems to have been characterized very much by the
spirit of thanksgiving, the Wednesday evening service having been wholly devoted
to exercises of that nature. The Rev. J. R. Thomson dolivered an address on
“ The gratitude due to God for the service He has permitted the Congregational
Churches to render to His kingdom during the last two centuries.”

Cautioning his andience, at the outset, against all boasting and glorification of
gelf, he briefly called on them to praise God for their forefathers; for their
enlightenment by divine grace ; for their fidelity to conscience ; and for the
Euppoi't given to them during a long period of injustice, and civil and religious

isability.

Going back two centuries, he said, we reach a period of cruel, monstrous, and
indefensible oppression. The Independents—who a few years before,when Crom-
well was at their head, with Milton at his side, had not only bafiled the craft of
the king, but frustrated the bigotry of the Presbyterians, as well as crushed the
tyranny of the bishops—were now powerless and despised. * ¥ * *
There was no tolerance for Nonconformists under the sceptres of Charles the
Second, or his brother James. The Corporation Act, the Act of Uniformity, the
Ozxford or Five Mile Act, the Test Act, made life in England bitter to all who did
not conform, and hardly endurable to many Nonconfrrming ministers. And what
men they were to be treated thus! Men ‘‘ of whom the world was not worthy! ”
Owen and Howe, and Goodwin, and Nye—to speak of Independents only—what
men to silence and to persecute ! Yet they stood firm to their convictions, And
the lesson they thus taught posterity—of the supremacy of conscience—is alesson
for which we cannot be too grateful.  * * % % During the
reign of Anue, the Court and the populace vied with each other in insulting their
faith and endangering their liberties. Meeting-houses were destroyed by the
mob. A Bill to silence every teacher in a Nonconformist school or academy was
passed through Parliament. Freedom of speech brought Dissenters to the pillory
and the prison. Men of wealth were elected to offices, the conditions of which
their consciences forbade them to fulfil, for the mere purpose that they might be
mercilessly fined. Yet they swerved not in their loyalty to the Constitution they
had once and again preserved by their self-forgetfulness. And when the long-
delayed relief was gained, it was gained not by the conversion of their foes, but
by their own growing and irresistible power.

He called on them, too, to give thanks for the fidelity of the Congregational
Churches of this country to the great truths of Christianity. Among the Presby-
terians and General Baptists, there took place,during the last century,awide-spread
departure from Scriptural truth. Though surrounded by examples of defection,
our churches remained steadfast. The reasons of thisfact I cannot now explain.
But it deserves to be noticed that churches which have never acknowledged a
human creed, and have never called for subscription to formularies and standards,
have nevertheless remained loyal to our common Christianity. The fact may be
commended to the attention of those-who ingist upon the imposition, by statutory
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authority, of articles of faith, a8 & guarantee of orthodoxy. Our churches have
do:ie i% gu};)d service in presenting so striking an illustration of the union of Liberty
and Faith.

Other causes for thankfulness were noticed in * the readiness of our churches to
profit Ly great and popular impulses and movements towards spiritual progress,”
in ‘“ the missionary spirit” which has distinguished them during the present
century, * in the service they have been enabled to render ” in ‘¢ the diffusion of
intelligence, and of liberal principles in politics and religion throughout the
world,” in ‘“ their dispusition towards unity both with other Christian communi-
ties and amung ourselves,” in the spirit of philanthropy which had been fostered,
as instanced in ‘‘ the labvure and self-sacritice of John Howard, and the energy
and devotion of Andrew Reid,” in the culture and power of our ministry, and in
the type of Christian character which Congregationalism has fostered among us.

There is amongst our churches, he thought, less of {raditionalism, conservatism,
absorption in material aspects of religious life, than is to be met with among
sume religionists. There 13 a noticeable union of liberty with reverence. There
is a determination, which nothing can break, to keep prominent and living the
bond between Christianity and national and social life. Yet, it hbecomes us to
rejuice with trembling. We are not exempt from the temptations and the perils
of the days in which we live. The lessons of the pest should teach us where to
look for wisdom to direct our steps amid untrodden ways, for strength to nerve
our hands for work as yet untried. May a grateful review of the past impart
]faith for present duty, and irradiate our day of toil with the sunlight of unsetting
hope !

The Rev. Dr. Allon followed with an address on ¢ Reasons for thanksgiving to
Glud on account of the present condition of those churches in regard to peace and
unity,” and after him the Rev. Fred. Stephens, un ¢ Reasons for thanksgiving to
God on account of the recent revival of Evangelistic zeal.”

We can unly give Dr Allon’s remarks on the religious condition of England at
the present time :- “ Whatever test may best demonstrate spiritual life—its
tenderness, its fidelity, its activity, its self-sacrifice—this test would never in our
history have elicited a more satisfactory result than now. Ragged schools,
theatre preachings, and a hundred forms of ingenious and self-sacrificing Christian
agency, attest a keener Christian sensibility, a larger sense of the presence of
Christ, and a more pervading love and service of Christ than our church life has
ever known. Nay, in our very social atmosphere there is a more pervading and
intense Christian element than we have known heretofore ; so that everything
pertaining to Christian thought and life’touches more responsive susceptibility and
clicits more ready and practical response. Let a man speak of Christ almost where
{ he will—I had almost said, and well nigh how he will, ignorantly, foolishly even
| —men listen with respect for his theme, and respond to the simple power of it.
i This feeling pervades all churches from the Roman Catholic and the High Angli-
; can to the Unitarian and Positivist, and according to their different characters
; and forms it is filling them with life. For all which we thank God, and take
j courage. Of the brotherhood, the purity, the intelligence, the devotedness of
| vur ministeral life I must not speak, nor of the general peace and prosperity of

the life of our churches. Much might be said about both. But speaking relatively,
and making all reasonable allowance for exceptions, we have abounding cause to
be thankful to God. We live in a good time ; an earnest, lot us hope, of & still
bettur time which is coming.” Surely a cheering picture. May the hopes expressed
be more than realized.

LOST
Somewhsere between Sunrise and Sunset,

Two Goupex Hours, each set with Sixry DiaMoND MINUTES.
No Reward is offered, as they are lost forever. —Selected.
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THE OXFORD AND BRIGHTON CONFERENCES.

The Autumnal mesting of the English Oongregational Union, recently held in
London, was signalized by a most important and interesting discussion on the
teaching of Mr. Pearsall Smith, and the Oxford and Brigliton Conferences, on the
subject of huliness. Two papers were prepared at the request of the Committee
-—one by the Rev. G. W. Robinson, of Brighton, in defence of the Conference ;
and another by the Rev. W. Kingsland, of Bradford, not indeed in opposition to
Mr. Smith’s views, but yet a critical paper in regard to them. We have read
them with very great interest, as well as the addresses by which they were fol-
lowed, and should like to present them in full to our readers ; but that bein
impossible, we shall endeavour to boil dvwn what the writers have evidently boile
down befure, 80 as to give the substance of the discussion.

Mr. Robinson first cleared the way by showing what was not the teaching of the
school referred to, though they were often falsely charged with it. Men are
taught, it has been said, ¢‘ that sanctification consists in folding the arms and
leaving the Holy Spirit to act ; that watching and prayer are no longer needful ;
that there are no more difficulties, or struggles, or sorrows in the life of the true
Christian ; that there is no further room for progress ; that we are sanctified the
moment we imagine ourselves to be sanctified ; that there is no more need of par-
don, or of the daily efficacy of the blood of Christ ; that there is no longer any
danger, or even any possibility of sinning.” What they do hold, he said, was
‘¢ the duty of yielding the whele being unreservedly to God ; of presenting the
body a living sacrifice to Him. It was shown to be impossible that God should
dwell in a heart where one lingering idol or rehellion is consciously retained.
And this great act of surrender was declared as a present and possible duty.
Seen in the light of God’s holy law, no man has in him the power to sanctify or
separate himself perfectly to God ; but each man has at the present moment a
power, which, being the utmost power he can exercise, is the power for which he
stands accountable. And each one can at the present moment exercise this will-
power, be it more or less, and present himself a living sacrifice. And having
thus yielded himself as well as he is able, he is then, in relation to his own will
and purpose, altugether the Lord’s. To-morrow, with an increased light and
power, he may make a completer offering ; and the next day an offering still more
complete. -

The next thing insisted on is ¢ Trust.” Not only must his sins be abandoned,
but his unbelief must be abandoned. He must trust. And trust means this--he
must now believe that God has become God to him according to His promise and
His nature. He has come out from evil, and made himself separate, and now
God is to be his Father, and he is to be a son of the Lord Almighty. “¢ All this
is summed up in the promise of the Holy Ghost. And the man who yields him-
self to God has at ‘the instant of yielding not only the right, but the duty of
believing that the Holy Ghost is givelf to him in that fuller operation, which only
becomes possible when the will is quite surrendered. He is to believe that the
offering of himse!f, which he by his own strength cannot sustain for an hour, is
accepted of Gud, and that God will keep it by His own almighty power. He is to
trust, and this independently of feeling and conscivusness, that God has begun to
live in him, and walk in him ; that henceforth he has only, with child-like simpli-
city, to yield himself to be led by the Spirit of God.”

This complete surrender, he said, usually has taken place at some period sub-
sequent to conversion, and has sometimes been called a ** second conversion ;> but
he thought it might take place whenever such a fuller revelation of the resources
of the Gospel is made to the repentant sinner, as will enable him to truss for for-
giveness, for providential care, and for the indwelling of the Holy Ghost.

Does this, then, he asks, supersede the necessity of growth in grace? ¢‘Is there
no room for .dvance beyond ? Nay, the man has simply taken the true attitude
for sanctification. Progressive sanctification lies before. The distinction is here.
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In relation to the present state of his own will, the man is sanctitied—that is,
separated. With all the strength of his will he gives himself to God. He would
do more if he could. But in relation to the future possibilities of his own will,
and especially in relation to God’s law and the universe, the man is not sanctified.
He is full of ignorances and weaknesses. Old habits of sin cling to him. He is
loaded with infirmities. And progressive sanctification—growth in grace and in
the knowledge of Christ— must follow, to develop the resources of his own inner
being, and to put him into the true relation with the universe and Ged. Where- |
fore it is conceivable that a mran should be perfect, that is, absolutely sincere, :
before God, in relation to his own will, who should yet be abundantly imperfect
when judged by God’s law or even man’s law.”

This state of sanctification—if such a term can properly be applied to such a
condition—can only be maintained by the diligent use of the means of grace. He
who would retain it ¢ must watch and pray and read, and all these with increas-
ing diligence and fervour. Nor has the man passed beyond the likelihood of
failure and backsliding. The closer he walks with God, the less will the danger
be ; but the danger is always there. But the habit of keeping this attitude of
soul grows, like all habits, till at last it becomes natural and easy. Nevertheless,
it is possible to slip from this posture of surrender and trust ten times in the day,
and ten times to calmly resume it on the first consciousness it is lost.”

Those who have attained to this state tell us, said Mr. Robinson, *‘the Bible is
a new book to us. While we stand thus with God, a light from His face—a light
which is surely a smile—seems to fall on the familiar page, and discover recesses
of meaning we never saw before. As in a moment, we are strong in the Lord and
in the power of Hi: might. The sins which have mastered us for years—the sins
against which we have wept and prayed in vain, lie conquered at our feet; and
yet not by us, but by Him through whom we can now do all things.”

This attainment, which Mr. Robinson says is within the reach of every one who
will now believe for it is, in his opinion, the great want of the present age, and this
alone, he thinks, will ever enable the Church to conquer the world for Christ.

Mr. Kingsland, in his paper, while cordially recognizing in the movement much
that is right and scriptural, had the less gracious task before himn of *pointing
out chiefly what might be thought faulty.” Two broad features in the reports of
the Conferences had struck him as seriously out of accord with Scripture.
There was first, he considered, ‘‘the absence of thought and intelligence in the
interpretation of Scripture. Seldom had it been his lot to read a number of
addresses in which, with an equal quantity of Scripture guoted, there was so
much catching at the letter, and missing the spirit, and such constant forgetful-
ness of how the context and cognate passages modify the meaning of particular
texts. What is worse, if possible, the faculty for tracing fanciful analogies seems
to have been mistaken for a true spiritual discernment of the things of God.”

Secondly. There was at the Conferencesti question “ a dissociating of inward
Christian experience from the great facts and truths which alone can produce it.”
The importance of experimental religion was insisted on, and great stress was laid
upon peace, joy, rest, trust, the victory over sin, and so forth ; but the external
truth in its relation to these inward experiences was but scantily exhibited.
“The movement is abnormally and hurtfully subjective.” Admitting, for argu-
ment’s sake, that we are sanctified by faith, “ the Apostle, in enforcing his
doctrine, always sets in the foreground, not the faith, but Him in whom faith
centres. At the Conferences this method is reverssd. Iam told that I am to
be sanctitied by faith in Christ, but it is the faith and feelings flowing from it, not
the Christ, of which I hear most, far the most.”

Again he says :—“The finger is always on the spiritual pulse to ascertain
whether there is feeling or not ; but seldom do any of the speakers get fairly out
of themselves, lost in an intelligent, appreciati--e, spiritual apprehension of the
object of all faith and love. It would be difficult to exaggerate the mischievous
tendency of this characteristic of the movement in substituting, especially in the
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young, who seem much drawn to it, a bad habit of introspection for the healthful
practice of intelligent impartial self-examination.”

Mr. Kingsland nextiproceeded to speak of two or three of the distinctive tenets
advocated at the Conferences. ‘‘ Our praise is due to those who have so fully
pointed out the defectiveness of the religion of such as hope for pardon, but strive
only feebly for holiness. But he contended, that to teach that, as in justification
by faith free pardon for all past offences is apprehended, so in sanctification by
faith purification from all previous sin is immediately experienced, is neither
according to Scripture nor to the experience of avowedly sanctified men.” And
he thought that “ what is designated sanctification is nothing more than the
experience, again and again repeated upon the consciousness of sin in the heart,
of the peace and joy of forgiveness.”

He further thought the doctrine unscriptural in another respect. ‘It repre-
sents men as wrought npon in sanctification, not as working themselves ; it is the
sanctification of things, not of men ; it empties of meaning such exhortations as,
‘Let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God,” and seems to teach that the more fully a man
believes, the less of a real free agent, willing, working, and striving, he becomes ;
whereas I understand the truth of Scripture to be that faith does not supersede
our own true agency, but raises it to the highest intensity. Our friends make
statements respecting the indwelling of Christ and union with God : sincerely
meant, no doubt, to exalt Divine agency, but which do this—as it seems to me the
Scriptures never do—by disparaging and dishonouring man, by making him
gpiritually an automaton. Is it not evident that there cannot be holiness in a
man except as the product of his will and working 1

This objection Mr. Kingsland urges with great clearness and force. He does
not think the difficulty is fairly met by the reply, that ¢ the will once yielded, we
are to trust to Christ to live in us, and to keep our will in the attitude of entire
surrender,” unless indeed by this surrender is meant the doing of God’s will,
which is that ¢ we run with patience the race set before us,” ¢ fight the good fight
of faith,” ¢ wark out our own salvation with fear and trembling,” and *‘be per-
fect as our Father in heaven is perfect.” Anything less than this is not Scriptural
holiness. * For I am holy only whilst, free to sin, 1 choose to be a saint. I truly
submit to the will of God only whilst, free to rebel against it, I choose it as the
law of my being. Our friends appear to wish us to emasculate the will ; God
encourages us to retain it in its entirety as one of His most precious gifts,”

Mr. Kingsiand also very properly points out the fact that sanctification is not
a merely negative thing. ‘‘There are positive excellences, many and great,
which & man must attain ere he can be holy. He may have conquered his
pride, his ambition, and his lust, but is he then ¢ perfect as his Father in heaven
is perfect?’ Surely to make the words, ¢ He shall save His people from their
sing,” to mean, He shall save them from sinning, is perilously to narrow their
meaning. * * % Tgthis all that Paul meant when he said, °I have fought
the good fight 7 Where is that conception of ¢the good soldier of Jesus Christ’
as, the true knight-errant, fighting to deliver others from sin, and not merely bim-
welf 7 Where is the view of those ¢who, through faith, subdue kingdoms, work
righteousness,’ and forgetting themselves, fight enthusiastically in the interests of
the universe with Him who goeth forth ¢ conquering and to conquer?’”

Mr. Kingsland finally questions the genuineness  of a peace which knows no
conflict, of a victory preceded by no battle, of a rest which implies no exhausting
exertion of energy;’’ and says he would have felt ‘ more drawn to the Conferences,
as he is to the Man of sorrows, had they exhibited those sorrows either in theory
or life. How could some thousands of Christian men and women, with a con-
sciousness of sin within them, and with a distracted church and a perishing world
around them, spend so much time in talking of their own personal peace and joy ?”
At the same time, he recognizes much that is true and Scriptural in the teaching
of the Conferences referred to, and hopes that good will come out of them.
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These papers were followed by addresses on both sides of the subject. The
Rev. Eustace Conder thought the difference between the old and the new teach-
ing on this subject was not very great, and that it was largely *‘ a question of ana-
lysis of the logic of spiritual life,” ¢ Looking at the philosophy of the thing, it
seems to me that our brother, in his able exposition, did not lay before us one
thing—that the attitude of the will, the pusition of the will, is a preparation for
obedience, but it is hardly obedience. The soldier stands in the attitude of
perfect obedience before his commander, and it is well. The commander’s com-
mand comes, ‘ Go and take those guns;’ then comes obedience—he rides on
through the valley of death, and then the attitude is justified.” That attitude,
however, might be a real preparation for complete obedience, or it might be a self-
delusion, as it was in the case of the young ruler who came to Jesus professing
his willingness to do anything He might command. Mr. Conder alsn commented
unfavourably upon the almost exclusive use of the name ¢ Jesus,” as indicat-
ing a danger of over-familiar contemplation of His humanity to the exclusion of
the thought of His divinity, and also of our losing sight of the Father, on whom,
rather than on Jesus, we are exhorted to cast all our cares.

Dr. Asa Mahan, a co-labourer with Mr. Pearsall Smith, denied that the effect
of this teaching was to make people look inward. They are everywhere cau-
tioned against that, and are taught ‘* to fix the faith and the thought upon Christ.
He is our wisdom, our righteousness, our sanctification and redemption. In-
stead of teaching the doctrine that we are sanctified by faith itself, the opposite
of this is taught—that faith itself does not sanctify, but that Jesus sanctifies when
we trust Him.”

The Rev. R. W. Dale could not overlook the fact that ¢ thereare a large num-
ber'of persons connected with onr churches—there are some of vur own brethren,
whose sagacity we can trust—who tell us that during the lust two or three years
the heavens have become bright above them with a new glory. They tell us that
they have found in Christ, not only deeper views, but a richer strength for all
Christian service ; they tell us that their Christian work has been crowned as the
result of this with larger and more glorious success. If any man ¢an tell me how
the heavens above me are to become brighter, how my peaceis tv become deeper,
how my strength is to be angmented, I will thank him for telling me, and I will
not be too critical about the way in which he tells it me.” He agreed with M.
Kingsland that the leaders in this movement were very uncritical in their treat-
ment of Scripture ; but if what they claim is true, and they do find in God fuller
strength and richer joy, and that as the result of it they are far more useful in their
ministry than before, he held it to be our duty to try to find out what this thing
is. * * ¥ Do we not, he asked, practically divide sins into two classes? Do
we not say that if men have huen drunkards, if they have been profane persons,
if they have been guilty of using violent and abusive language, before they come
to Christ, we expect when they come to Him that all that will cease ? 'We recog-
nize the possibility that perhaps a drunkard may be betrayed once or twice into
his old ‘vice, that a profane person may be once or twice hurried into the use of
his old language ; but unless there is a clear line between the old life and the new,
is not the sincerity of the man’s conversion brought into serious doubt? There
is another class of sins of which people are guilty who have been surrounded by
kindly moral influences from their childhood—sins of temper, sins of selfishness,
sins of envy; but we do not expect that the same clear line shall be drawn be-
tween the old life and the new in the case of these sins that we expect in the
| others. I say that is not fair. [t is harder a great deal, so it would seem, for

those who have been trained in circumstances that render it possible for them to

be guilty of gross vices, to break away from their old life, than it is for those who
have been trained in circumstances that keep them remote from such gross vices
to break away from the sort of sins to which they have been tempted ; but we
' teach those who have been guilty of gross vices to trust God perfectly for strength
to overcome them ; they trust Him, and they do overcome ; and we tell other
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people to fight and struggle, but they got the impression that it is not at all a
surprising thing that a man should keep a bad temper ten, or fifteen, or twenty
years, and hardly get rid of it then. We ought to make people understand that
if the grace of God can cure drunkenness, it can cure a bad temper. My im-
pression is that the substance of the teaching of the Conference is that God is as
able to save men from one set of sins as from another,

The Rev. Dr. Robertson spoke in much the same strain as Mr. Dale, bearing
testimony to the guickening of spiritual life in his own circle as the result of this
movement ; and the Rev. Dr. Kennedy spoke as decidedly against it, and ex-
pressed his conviction ¢ that this theory of the higher life, instead of logically
promoting holiness, is logically antinomian.” But our space is more than ex-
hausted, and here we must leave the subject for the present, simply remarking
that we shall be glad to hear from any of our brethren on a topic so interesting
and vitally important to spiritual life.

EARLY CONVERSIONS.
REV. SAMUEL H. VIRGIN, NEW YORK.

The old-time hesitancy in receiving children into the Church is fast passing
away in the light of careful study and observation. Childish piety develops
well under the fostering care of a healthy church. A large part of a pastor’s
work is in caring for these tender plants. They are neglected at the peril of
all that is precious in the growth of the church. The strong men and women
to-day labouring in positions of large Christian influence, began their experience
in youthful days. Few are converted in middle life. The following statistics,
taken at a Methodist ministers’ meeting in New York, are thrilling in their
testimony to the value of early conversion. Of seventy-six ministerspresent :—
20 were converted under 14 years of age.

22 « ¢ between 14 and 16 years of age.
14« ¢ ‘¢ 18 and 21 years of age.
Only 7 when over 21 (less than one-tenth) years of age.

What grander argument for earnest toil and large faith in Sunday-school,
and everywhere, among the young ! In the Central New York Conference this
matter was under discussion, and in answer to the question of age at conversion,
it appeared that, of 250 ministers present, the youngest at conversion was
only seven, the oldest twenty, the average fifteen; not a single man of that
great company of Christian labourers being above twenty when entering the
Lord’s fold.

Early conviction, and early conversion are the hope and joy of the faithful
Church.—Congregationalist.

WHAT ARE YOU ?

Are you cedars planted in the house uf the Lord, casting 2 cool and grateful
shadow on those around you? Are you palm-trees, fat and flourishing, yielding
bounteous fruit, and making all who know you bless you? Areyou so useful !
that were you once away it would not be easy to fill your place again, but people,
as they pointed to the void in the plantation, the pit in the ground, would say :
¢ Tt was here that that old palm-tree diffused his familiar shadaw, and showered
his mellow clusters 7”7 Or are you a peg, a pin, a rootless, branchless, fruitless
thing, that may be pulled up any day, and no une ever care to ask what has be-
come of it? What are you doing? What are you contributing to the world’s
happiness, or the Church’s glory ? What is your business 2—Dr. Hamilton.
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A WORD ABOUT OUR MISSION-
ARY MEETINGS.

Altogether too little has been made,
of late years, of our missionary anniver-
saries. We have not abandoned them,
but we have in many places almost ig-
nored them. The District Committees
have issued their programmes, and the
meetingshavegenerally been held accord-
ing to announcement,but the peoplehave
not been there. The result has been that
the speaking has been ‘¢ dull,” the col-
iection ‘‘poor,” and the occasion a
source of mortification tou all concerned,
and the proposal has been made, in
some instances, to abandon them alto-
gether.

What is the reason of all this? Va-
rious answers may be given. Sume will
attribute it to the failure of the deputa-
tions ; others to the staleness of the sub-
ject; others to the prosiness of the
speeches ; while others will plead that
there are ‘“ so many meetings ” that
they ¢ - .ot attend.

Thers is, no doubt, something in all
these causes assigned. It must be con-
fessed that the deputations have not al-
| ways been at their post—notably so, we

think, for the last two or three winters,—
’ and failure one season is apt to be re-

Eortorial,

membered the next. There is no longer
any novelty or romance connected with
missions, especially with missions in
Canada. Empty benches will often make
the best of speakers prosy. And so,
amid the many meetings claiming our
attendance, the missionary anniversary
is neglected.

This result is by no means peculiar to
ourselves. We hear the same complaint
in other quarters. It is thought by some
that we have outgrown them, and ought
to abandon them, at least in the towns
and cities. We cannot but think, how-
ever, that such a course would operate
very injuriously to the interests of the
Society.

What is the object of such an anniver-
sary ? Certainly not the money we collect
on the oceasion, for that sometimes
scarcely pays the expense of the depu-
tation. Is it not tl'e quickening of the
interest of the churches in.the work
of Christ? No church can afford to
stand aside, and refuse to take its
fair share of responsibility in carry-
ing that work forward.  The lack
of this evangelizing or issionary
spirit in any church is at once a symp-
tom of approaching spiritual death, and
one of the chief contributing causes of
such a result.

We have no doubt that in trying to
put the matter in this light before our
readers, there will be scme one ready to
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suggest that we are only deftly trying
to reach their pockets by a somewhat
roundabout method. Well, be it so.
We have a profound conviction that. the
man who is not converted in his pocket,—
that ig, who has only consecrated himself
to the Lord, and holds his money as his
own, needs to be converted over again.
1t is far easier to sing,—
“Here, Lord, I give myself away,—
*Tis all that I can do,”—

than it is to say with Jacob, at Bethel,
“of all that Thou  shalt give me, I will
surely give a tenth unto Thee.” The
former is sentimental piety; the latter
is real and practical. The consecration
of their all to the Lord was a very
marked characteristic of theearly Chris-
tians, of whom it is recorded, ** Neither
said any of them that aught of the
things which he possessed was his own.”
It should be so0 in the case of every Chris-
tian. We are stewards, not of spiritual
gifts and graces only, but of the Lord’s
money also, and we must use it, and ac-
count forit, to Him.

There is hardly any subject wupon
which even Christian people need more
to be instructed than this one. Minis-
ters.are afraid to speak of it for fear of
the suspicion that they have some selfish
end in view. Deputations are gently
¢“warned off ”’ the delicate ground by the
remark that at some former meeting all
the talk wasof ‘‘ Money,money!” Infact,
people whose whole lives are devoted to
money, and who never tire of the sub-
ject when it is for self they are talking
and scheming, are suddenly seized with
an awful disgust of it when they are re-
minded that all they have is the Lord’s,
and that He demands a portiun of it for
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the spread of His Gospel. The * filthy
lucre” seems filthy indeed if a man is
suspected of dving good for its sake; not
nearly so much so if another man does
evil with the same object in view !

And then, how little a dollar seems
when some personal gratification demands
ii ; but how large it grows when some
one pleads for it for the Lord ! We have
read somewhere of & minister who pro-
mised to preach next Sunday on a text
which nobody belicved, and, after in this
way keeping his people’s curiosity on
edge for a week, announced as his text
on the occasion the words of the Lord
Jesus, ‘It is more blessed to give than
to receive.” Was he very far wrong !

The truth is, that there is hardly any
subject upon which many Christians ex-
ercise so little common sense as this.
¢ Money answereth all things.” The
work of God cannot be carried on with-
out it any more than the business of this
world. 1If every preacher were able to
¢ make the Gospel of Christ without
charge,” as Paul did among the Corin-
thians, they would still be dependent
upon other resources, as he was. And if,
then, Christian missions cannot be suc-
cessfully prosecuted without the gifts of
God’s people, why should there be this
shunning of the subject of money ?

We would say, therefore, to the depu-
tations, who, we trust, will all be
prompt and faithful to their appoint-
ments this winter, Speak out, bre-
thren ! The gold and the silver are the
Lord’s.  Assert His right tov it, and His
need of it now, for His work. Re-echo
His warning—** Take heed and beware
of cuvetvusness.” Repeat His promise
—¢“ Give and it shall be given unto you;
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good measurs, pressed down and shaken
together, and running over, shall men
give unto your busom.” Present His
claim as He presents it, and let men set-
tle with Him, and not with you, if they
think He demands tvo much !

One thing seems tolerably clear from
the statements of the General Secretary-
Treasurer, now twice repeated in these
columns, that unless our income can be
increased, we must either retrench sume-
where or plunge into debt. We trust we
may be spared the pain, we had almost
said the disgrace, of either.

THE GALT CASE AGAIN.

We are surry that our generally ex-
cellent contemporary,the Clurestier, Guar-
dian, should lose his temper vver our
rejoinder on the Galt church case, and
reply with hard words instead of hard
arguments. We think we made it clear
to the apprehension of most persuns
who read vur article, that Coungrega-
tivnalists have not taken, and have no
intention of taking any steps tu *“ seize ”
the Galt property. That property is
deeded to ‘¢ the Methudist New Con-
nexion Society ut Galt,” and it is the
business of the Trustees of that Sucisty,
not vurs, to lovk after the legal gues-
tions raised by the claim of the Metho-
dist Conference. Wesympathize strongly
with them in their assertion of theright
uf self-governwent, and their claim to
the church and parsonage which they
have erected, just as we should sympa-
thize with any anti-union Presbyterian
cuongregation in similar circumstances.
But we repeat, for the sake of the
(uardian, that it is the Galt congrega-
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tion, and not ‘¢ the Congregational-
ists,” who dispute the right of the
Methodist Conference to the property
in question. And if we and other Con-
gregational ministets are holding ser-
vice in the church about the title to
which there is this dispute, it is only at
their request, and because they do not
choose tv relinquish their claim to the
property until the case is decided for or
against them. The question between
us is not, as the Quardian puts it,
¢¢ whether a church, erected through the
labours and contributions of the mem-
bers of a particular religious faith, and
held in trust by Trustees for that pur-
pose, is the private property of these
Trustees in such a sense, that if they
change their creed they have a right to
change the purpose of the church, in
accurdance with their change of creed ?”
To such a question we answer, unhesita-
tingly, No ! Trustees can hold property
only in accordance with the provisions of
the deed which creates the trust. Zheir
¢ change of creed ™ cannot alienate the
property from its original uses, and
ought not to do su. But is this the case
described ? The Trustees and the peo-
ple are at one, and cunsider that to hand
it over tv the Methodist Conference
would be tv divert the property jrom its
original uses, une of which was, to pro-
test against certain features of Wesleyan
Methodism, lovked upen by them as un-

scriptural and exclusive, and which, they ‘
claim, remain substantially uuchanged

under the new discipline.  And the real i
questivn is, whether a congregativn su

united, and holding such convictions, |
should be deprived of their church and

parsonage, even if the Act of Parlia-




ment does give the Conference the power
to take it from them ?

It does “make a ditference whose ox has
been gored ;” but so far as that insinua-
tion affects the case, it applies as much
to the views of the Guardian as to those
of the Canadian Independent : and, not
unlikely, if the editor of that journal
had invested his all, religiously, in that
little church and parsonage at Galt, and
saw it about to be taken from him, and
his fellow-members, by a body which
he could not conscientivusly join, he
might “‘see the question in a different
light,” We should be very sorry of
course, if the Bond Street Congregu-
tional Church should turn Methodist,—
the case the Guardian suppusss; but
of this we are very sure, that if such a
thing should ever occur, by the unani-
mous action of the Trustees and of all the
members, the Congregational Union
would never enter a suit in Chancery to
deprive them of their property.

Only our ““ ignorance of Methodism”
saved us from the charge of ‘¢ wilful
misrepresentation ” when we spoke of
Conference ‘‘holding in its hands all
the property of the denomination.”
The Guardian stoutly denies that such
is the fact, or that the chapel-deed can
ever be ‘‘aweapon which Conference
may hold in ferrvrem over” the local

church.  Technically he is correct, but
| practically his denizl is so disingenuous
1 and comes 80 near to something even
| worse, that we should not care to cha-

racterize it. Is the Guardian prepared
tosay that the fear of losing their chapel
I has never been used, in Galt or else-
where, as “ a gentle persuasive »’ to anti-
unionists to come to terms ? If Confer-

|
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ence ‘‘ cannot ” so use the chapel-deed,
what have all those who have so far re-
fused to come in been afraid of ?
Whether we *‘ went out of (our) way
to make an unworthy assault upon the
Methodist Church,” or whether it was
not the Guardiun which first assailed us,
we leave our readers to judge. Surely
the Methodist Church is not infallible,
or altogether above criticism ; and if not,
may one never express an opinionregard-
ing any of its proceedings without being
charged with being ¢ uffensive and un-
just,” having ¢ cunference on the
brain,  and ¢ violating both Christ-
ian courtesy, truthfulness of state-
ment and sound reasoning 1 And after
all, will the Guardian affirm that the
ecclesiastical polity of Methodisin is
anything but a ‘‘human invention ?”
Is there any trace of the Itinerancy in
the New Testament? Any of a ‘“ con-
nexion” of churches? By whom was
Methodism founded ? If it be the
Apostolic plan, let us know it and fol-
low it ; but if not, it is surely not above
examination. We did not claim for
Congregationalism vhat it is ¢ Christ’s
plan,” although we have no objection
to the Guardian so understanding us ;
but this at least is beyond dispute, that
some of the best ecclesiastical historians
have held that view. And we therefore,
cordially invite vur contemporary to try
his logic upon the * modest claim?”
which he thinks has such ‘“a touch of
genuine Papal assumption about it ” as ,
to class us with ‘¢ Lynch and Manning,” ll
and to remind him of the ¢ Guibord l
case.” Let us hear the result, brother, |
when you get through. .
We are asked,—* Is there anything ‘

]
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in the New Testament that forbids
all the local churches to be united
together as ‘one body in Christ,’ for
carrying out the common interests of
the kingdom of God? Is there any
thing that shows that unity of doctrine
and discipline in the local churches was
contrary to ¢ Christ’s plan?’” Certainly
not ; but if the Guardian sees no differ-
ence between co-operation and Connex-
ionalism, or between a conference of
Christian brethren and a Church court,
he is much less informed on these sub-
jects than we take him to be. That ef-
forts are being made among us to pro-
mote the former, we rejoice to know ;
but that ““leading Congregationalists,”
either in Britain or America, are trying
“to promote Connexionalism” is cer-
tainly news wlich we had to go from
home to learn. We thought our fore-
fathers had had enough of that sort
of thing in the days of Charles the
Second. But perhaps not. Churches
are slow to learn their rights and liber-
ties, and value them too lightly when
they have gained them. In political
matters men love to goverr: themselves ;
but in matters ecclesiastical they prefer,
apparently, to be governed,—a clear
proof that Congregationalism has yet a
mission in Canada.
JOKING IN THE PULPIT.

We rarely take any notice of anony-
mous communications, but the following
extract from one recently received has a
general application apart from the minis-
ter (to us unknown) to whom it refers.
We give it as an illustration of what
we cannot but regard as the taking a
very uuwarrantable liberty with the
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sacred writings. % What are we to
think,” he asks, “of a young minister
of a church who can say to his peo-
ple, ¢ With all deference to Solomon, I
beg to differ with him when he says,
“ A rod for an ass,” &c. ; or, who can
convict Paul of making a mistake ina
certain passage I do not remember ; or
who can dogmatically assert that such
verses ought not to be in John’s Gospel,
&c., &e. Should not some notice be
taken of him? I think so.”

We suppose the expressions referred
to have been used in joke, and in the
hope of attracting a class of people who
like preaching with a little of what they
call “spice” in it. But joking is al-
ways out of place in the pulpit, and cer-
tainly never brought a sinner to Christ,
or comforted and strengthened a believ-
er ; and we would therefore earnestly
counsel any young minister who may
have a tendency in that direction tv fol-
low Paul’s method, and  speak forth
the words of truth and mess.”  Tri-
fling with sacred things s always in bad
taste, and very frequently dangerous.
Again, therefore, we say, on every ac-
count avoid it, ‘‘Preach the Word,”
and depend on the power of truth in
its simple majesty and importance to
draw the people, and wait on the Lord
to bless it.

In our ‘“ Jottings by the Way,” pub-
lished last month, we inadvertently fell
into an error respecting the lot upon
which Emmanuel Church, Montreal, is
erecting its house of worship. The fact
is, as we have since learned, that the lot
in question was originally purchased for
Zion Church, with a view to its removal
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westward ; but never having been re-
quired for that purpose, when that
church divided and Emmanuel Church
was formed, it was resolved that “ Zion”
retain the old structure, ¢ subject to all
the liabilities attaching to Zion Church
and to that property,” and that Emma-
nuel Church *‘retain the vacant lot on
St. Catherine Street, purchased by Ro-
bert Dunn, John 8. McLachlan, and
Henry Lyman, with all the conditions of
its purchase.” The cost of the lot was
$11,036, of which there yet remains to be
Paid $9,606.

We regret the inaccuracy of our state-
ment, but it was founded on informa-
tion which we thought reliable, thongh
not in any way official. Certainly it
was the farthest thing from our thoughts

to misrepresent either church in the
matter.

Our readers will learn, we are sure,
with very deep regret that our excellent
brother, Mr. Marling, of the Bond street
Congregational Church in this city, has
accepted the call extended to him from
New York, and leaves us on the 1st of
December. We give full particulars in
regard to the matter in our news col-
umns, having added four pages to the
present issue for that purpose,

As this is the time when many of our
Sunday Schools renew their libraries, we
wish to remind our friends that they can
very materially assist us by ordering
through our Book-room. We have
already sent out quite a number of
libraries, and have so far given good
satisfaction both as to their character
and price.
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We shall also be glad to receive any
second-hand libraries, in fair condition,
for gratuitous distribution among our
poorer Sunday Schools. One large
library recently received from Mark-
ham, and divided among several Schools,
has called forth in each case a letter of
thanks, which we thus pass on to the
donors.

The Year Book for 1875-6 is now near-
ly through the press, and will be ready
about the 10th of December. We have
as yet no orders from a number of
chulches, and we therefore request im-
mediate attention to the matter, as
otherwise the number of copies printed
may be insufficientto supr’y the demand.
The Missionary Committee has ordered
no extra copies of the Report, so that
any one wishing to obtain it must get
the Yewr Book. Advance copies of the
Report will be forwarded to the District
Secretaries for the use of the Missionary |
Deputations at the approaching meet-
ings.

Mr. John Crossley, M.P., in moving
the resolution, at the English Congrega-
tional Union, commending the English
Chapel Building Society to the generous
and steady support of the churches, had
the following kindly words for the

Colonies :—*¢ Our colonies are sadly ne-
glected in the matter of chapel build-
ing. I have had very repeated applica-
tions from New Zealand, Canada, Aus-
tralia, and other places, and single-
handed I have tried to do a little inthat
dircction by lending money in some in-
stances without interest. Now, if we
had but £10,000 in this society, even ad
4 per cent., that we could loan to our
colonies, you have no conception what a
great amount of good we could do—
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(hear, hear)—for in scarcely any case
can they borrow money at less than
some 7 or 8 per cent., and then have
to give s mortgage, which enhances the
cost very materially. Ithrow this out,
because I have tried to pressthis maitter
upon our committee to induce them to
borrow money and to lend it out ata
small rate of interest ; but we are very
conservative, and we go to work very
safely, and we do not like to run many
risks, and I have never been able to in-
duce the committee to take the responsi-
bility of borrowing money and lending
it ont in that way. From my experience,
having got every shilling back, and most
promptly, when I have so lent money, I
do not consider there is any more than
a very small risk in so doing.”

Mr. Crossley has our warmest thanks
for these kindly and thoughtful words.
So far as Canada is concerned, there is
scarcely anything we need more than a
loan-fund of the kind he suggests. Such
an arrangement would confer an im-
mense boon on many of our feebler
churches, to whom a comfortable and at-
tractive place of worship is one of the
prime conditions of success. Who will
take the matter up, and give practical
effect to Mr. Crossley’s suggestion ?

Messrs. Moody and Sankey have left
Brooklyn, and are now labouring in
| Philadelphia. The Lord is blessing
them wherever they go. The New York
Witness of Nov. 16 says :—

“In the Brooklyn Taberuacle, this
morning, Mr. Needham, the Irish Evan-
gelist, led the revival meeting. Moody
and Sankey were present, and the for-
mer made the opening prayer. Mr.
Moody spoke of the great work which
was being done among the young men,
and said that the meeting last night was
one of the most extraordinary he had
ever seen. When the invitation was
given, it seemed as if they went down
on their kneds all over the house.

¢ It is definitely announced that Sher-
idan Shook has leased Gilmore’s Garden,
formerly Barnum’s Hippodrome, to the
Young Men’s Christian Association, the
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lease to continue in effect from January
3rd to April 3rd, or one month longer
if wanted. The building is to be fitted
up for the purpose of holding the revival
services of Moody and Sankey. The
persons to whom the lease was granted
are to pay the expenses of heating and
lighting. The rent per week is $1,300,
payable monthly.”

The dissentient congregations of the
late New Connexion Methcdist Church
are about to petition the Ontario Legis-
lature for an amendment to the ‘‘ Act
respecting the Methodist Church of
Canada,” passed last fession, so as to
protect them in the possession of their
lands and churches, and to place them
on an equality with Presbyterian congre-
gations who refuse to enter the Union.
They jclaim that the Act was passed
¢¢ without their knowledge and consent;”
that it works them *¢ very great injus-
tice ;” and they pray for its amendment
accordingly. We hope they may suc-
ceed.

British law has triumphed, and poor
Guibord is buried at last—happily with-
out bloodshed. The Romish bishop,
however, has ‘‘cursed”’ the ground in
which he is interred, down as far as the
coffin-lid of his deceased widow, on the
top of whom his unhallowed remains are
laid. Whether they will be allowed to
lie there undisturbed, however, seems
yet uncertain, for the curé of Montreal,
Mons. Rousselot, has given public notice
that the * grave has only a depth of two
feet and a few inches, and in conse-
quence has not the depth required by
law.” What action will betaken there-
on is not stated.




orrespondence,

Our INpIAN MissioN.—-As Mr. Lister
and Miss Baylis have just returned from
the upper waters of Lake Huron, it seems
a fitting time to say a few words about
the work during 1875. Mr. Lister’s en-
gagement began 15th May. After visit-
ing the Indian Church at Saugeen Re-
serve, he sailed from Owen Sound, with
twoIndians, in the Missionboat‘‘Aurora”
for Spanish River and otherpoints north.
Miss Baylis had gone up by steamer
about the same time, and opened her In-
dian school for the season. George Rich-
ards, the native teacher at Sheshegwahn-
ing (N. W. part of Manitoulin Isiand),
was glad to be relieved, on account of
the sickness of his wife. Eli Richards
was installed as temporary teacher ; and,
considering his youth, did some excel-
lent service during the summer.

James Nahwageesock, who had so long
been Miss Baylis’s yolunteer interpreter
at Spanish River, was employed as teach-
er at Serpent River, and remains there
all winter. James, as soon as the ice is
formed, will make monthly visits to
Sheshegwahning (30 miles across), stay-
ing a week at atime. W. Walker, native
pastor at Saugeen, was “ chief pilot” of
the Mission boat, and for a month was
w1 great service to Mr. Lister, as inter-
preter and spokesman, in visiting the mi-
gratory bands on the islands and shores
of those waters. The Missionary had a
very considerable amount of acceptance
among the pagan Indians, and several
who were very shy of committing them-
selves to any prospective change of re-
ligion, were very willing that their chil-
dren should havethe advantage of Christ-
ian schools, and be trained up in the
Christian religion.

Miss Baylis has been tried by a falling
off in the attendance at her school, con-
sequent upon the dulness of the lumber
trade, and the smaller number of Indians
in employment at Spanish River Mills.

This, however, will pass away. The com-
fortable (summer) premises are in good
repair, and will accommodate the children
of all the former Indian families when
they get work at the mills again. Her
self-denying labours exert a most bene-
ficial effect on the whole settlement, In-
dians and whites. At all these places
great efforts are made to have the law
strictly carried out which forbidsliquor
being sold or given to Indians.

Myr. Lister was some weeks labouring
at Sheshegwahning in the fall. Theold
chief seems inclined to make peace with
the priest again, though the more inde-
pendent of his braves are guite in sym-
pathy with more evangelical views. At
a farewell tew meeting which Mr. Lister
gave them before coming away, a great
deal of speech-making was done, which
revealed how the leaven was working ;
and two young men, one a grandson of
the old chief, determined, come what
would, to leave Rome for ever, seek an
education among the whites, and qualify
themselves to teach and preach among
their brethren. They came down with
Mzx. Lister when he left those waters.

The Indian Church at Saugeen is going
on steadily, evincing a sound hold of
Christian principles in the morals and
lives of the people. Here and elsewhere
the strong taste of the Indians for mu-
sical exercises is made good use of to
their spiritual improvement.

Mr. Lister sets out immediately to
visit & number of the churches on behalf
of the Mission. Let me hope that as a
present stranger,[buta prospectivefriend,
he may be warmly welcomed for his
Master’s sake and for his work’s sake ;
and as many opporinzities given him as
may be for telling, before churches and
Sunday-schools, of his toils and pros-
pects in a difficult field,

W. W. SMITH.
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ToroNTO—BOND STREET. RESIGNA-
TIoN OF THE REv. ¥. H. MaRuING.—
Many of our readers will regret to learn
that on Sunday morning, November 7th,
the Rev. Mr. Marling, who has so long
and ably filled the pulpit of the Bond
Street Congregational Church, intimated
hig intention of resigning his present
charge at the end of November, with &
view to accepting the call of the Four-
teenth street Presbyterian Church in
New York. The announcement, though
not altogether unexpected by some of the
congregation, took most of the members
by surprise, and caused no little agita-
tion and sorrow.

A special meeting of the Church to
consider the matter was called on Mon-
day evening, on which occasion there
was a very large attendance of the mem-
bers. The Rev. Mr. Marling presented
his resignation with. visible emotion, as-
suring the Church that the idea of change
was not entertained by him on account
of any difticulty with its members or offi-
cers, as entire harmony prevailed be-
tween himself and them He had not
sought the change, and the call did not
present any worldly considerations that
might influence him to accept it; but
the longer and the more closely he had
looked mto the matter, the more he was
convinced that he ought not to decline it.

Mr. Marling then retired, to allow the
Church to consider the question of their
acceptance of his resignation. It was
then resolved by a rising vote that the
Pastor be requested to reconsider the
matter, and to withdraw his resignation,
and a deputation was appointed to wait
on him to enforce personally their re-
guest. After an hour’s interview, how-
ever, the deputation returned, reporting
that they had not succeeded in changing
the Pastor’s purpose, but that he felt the
urgency of the appeal was such that he

could not dismiss it without further con-
sideration, and that he would give them
his final decision on Wednesday.

On Wednesday evening the Church
again met, and Mr. Marling, feeling un-
able to be present, sent a communica-
tion to be read to the Church, in which
he announced his furmer ‘decision as
final and irrevocable, and the Church
was therefore compelled sorrowfully to
accept his resi gnation, which they did in
the following terms :—

"Resolved—* That this Church, having
learned with deep regret that all efforts
to change the Pastor’s mind have proved
ineffectual, and that he still adheres to
his purpose to relinquish his present
charge,in the conviction that the Lord
has called him to another sphere of la-
bour which seems to him to offer a great-
er prospect of usefulness, sorrowfully
yields to his wish and accepts his resig-
nation, saying, The will of the Lord be
done.””

Mr. Marling’s removal from Toronto
will be much felt in many quarters, and
his place will be very difficult to fill. He
has for twenty-one years occupied a pro-
minent position in connection with most
of our religious and benevolent societies,
and especially in connection with our
Provincial Sunday School Association.
His removal will also be deeply felt by
the Congregational denomination, of
which he has been 80 bright an ornament.
For although the acceptance of the call
of a Presbyterian Church in the United
States does not involve either sacrifice
or change of principle on his part, inas-
much as Congregational and Presbyte-
rian ministers frequently pass to and fro
in the way in which Mr. Marling is do-
ing, yet, so far as Canada is concerned,
his loss will be just as great as if he had
jomed another body.

We are quite sure, however, that
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wherever he goes Mr. Marling will carry
with him the very best wishes, not only
of the members of his own Church, but
of the citizens of Toronto generally.

FAReWELL MEETING, ADDRESSES, AND
PrESENTATION TO THE REV. ¥, H. MAR-
LING. — On Sunday, November 28th,
Mr. Marling preached his farewell dis-
courses to the Bond Street Congrega-
tional Church, taking for his subject in
the morning the parable of the Sower,
in the xiii. chapter of the Gospel by
Matthew ; and in the evening 2 Cor.
xiii, 11-14. * Finally, brethren, fare-
well. Be perfect, be of good comfort,
be of one mind, live in peace,” &c.

On the following evening a farewell
social was held, beginning with a tea in
the Lecture-room, of which nearly five
hundred persons partook, the tables
having been filled several times. At
eight o’clock the doors of the church
were thrown open to the public, and it
was immediately filled to overflowing
with an audience representing every
Protestant congregation in the ciby.
James Fraser, Esq., as senior deacon,
occupied the chair, and on and around
the platform there were present—Rev.
Dr. Jackson, Rev. J. A. R. Dickson,
Rev. J. Wood, Rev. Prof. Gregg, Rev.
Prof. Cavan, Rev. W. Reid, Rev. J.
Potts, Rev. Dr. Castle, Rev. J. King,
Rev. T. Guttery, Mr. H. E. Caston,
Mr. J. Robinson, &e.

Letters of apology were read from
the Rev. D. J. Macdounell, Rev. Prof.
McLaren, Rev. J. 8. Hunter, and others,
regretting their inability to be present,
and expressing the loss felt at the remo-
val of the Rev. Mr. Marling from their
midst.

After an opening anthem by the choir,
which was made up of the ¢‘ chief sing-
ers > of the three Congregational
Churches of the city, the Rev. S. N.
Jackson announced the hymn, ‘“ Blest
be the tie that binds,” &c., and led in
prayer. The Chairman remarked that
he was glad to hear the Rev. Mr.
Marling say on Sunday evening, in ref-
erance to the cause of his leaving Bond
street Church, that it was through no
act of theirs, as members of the church,
the separation was brought about. He
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could bear testimony to the harmony
which existed among the members of
the congrezation, and the esteem and
regard in which Mr. Marling was held
by not only the members of Bond Street
Church but by the citizens generally.

Rev. J. A. R. Dickson spoke of the
reluctance with which they bade fare-
well to Mr. Marling, and the high es-
teem and regard in which that gentle-
man was held by the Congre_ational
Churches and his fellow-citizens. It
was exceedingly hard to say farewell,
but now that it must be done, he would
say, ‘‘ Farewell to you, brother. God
be with you,” which he had no doubt
expressed the feelings of all. e refer-
red to the great service rendered by M.
Marling, and remarked that the Church
was largely indebted for his wise coun-
sel, his" warm sympathy, and efficient
help. He felt that it would be a very
difficult matter to fill the place vacated
by Mr, Marling. He thought this was a
case in which it was our duty to *‘ pray
for them that despitefully use and per-
secute us ” as that Church in New York
was doing.
gard in which the Rev. Mr. Marling was
held by the members of the congrega-
tions of the Northern Congregarional
Church and Zion Church, he had great
pleasure in presenting Mr. Marling with
an address from these congregations.

The address, which was beautifully il-
Inminated on bristol-board, and is to be
handsomly bound in morocco, expressed
the deep regard in which the Rev. Mr.
Marling was held by the united Cungre-
gational Churches, and the loss which it
was felt they would sustain by his re-
moval from the city and from the Do-
minion, Mr. Marling responded, after
which the choir gave a chorus eutitled
¢¢ Intercession.”

Rev. Dr. Castle, of Jarvis Street Bap-
tist Church, bore testimony to the esteem
and regard in which Mr. Marling was
held by the members of the Baptist
Church. When he was about to come to
Toronto three years ago, he was told he
would find an excellent friend and fel-
low-labourer in Brother Marling, and he
had found him all he was told he should.
He was the first to greet him on his ar-
rival. He had been afraid the Ameri-
cans would get him some day. They

As an expression of the re-’
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were all in love with him. He carried
benedictions in his fuce. He (Dr. Cas-

tle) always entertained a high opinion
of the Presbyterian Church, and he was
convinced that that Presbyterian Church
in New York had shown excellent judg-
ment and taste in sccuring Mr. Marling.
He sympathised with the congregation of
Bond Street Church at the loss sustained,
and advised them to try and get a
American Presbyterian minister to be
their pastor. (Laughter.)

Rev. J. M. King, of Gould Street
Presbyterian Church, said he felt great
pleasure in being called on to express the
high regard the Presbyterian ministers
and people cherish for Mr, Marling. It
seemed that the Presbyterian and Con-
gregational bodies had much in common,
and he believed it would be for the good
of both denominations if they were
brought into closer relations. A few such
exchanges he thought might lead to a
marriage between them, in which he for
one would rejuice. He would remind
the church that is losing its pastor that
no one man is necessary for carrying on
the Lord’s work ; God will send another
to fill his place. It is a matter of thanks-
giving that Mr. Marling leaves with the
goed opinion and esteem of all. It
would be much more painful to part with
him if the love had been lost first. He
would say of Mr. Marling, as Dr. Law-
son said of Ralph Wardlaw, one of his
students, when he was told he had
joined the Congregationalists, ¢ he will
make a gude anything.” If Mr. Mar-
ling must go, he would wish him God-
speed in his work.

The Misses Dexter here sang * He
shall feed His flock like a shepherd,”
with fine effoct.

The Chairman then said the church
could not allow Mr., Marling to go with-
out bearing with him some small token
of the regard in which they held him,
and called on Mr. Juseph Robinson to
read the address presented by the con-
gregation to their retiring pastor.

The address, which was handsomely
engrossed and illuminated, was then
handed to Mr. Robinson, who proceeded
to read it, and on coming to the clause
referring to the articles of presentation,
these artieles were uncovered by Mr.
J H. E. Caston. The proceedings were
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received with applause. The following

is the address :—

“ To the Rev. Francis H. Marling :

¢ DEARLY BELOVED Pastor,—The
occasion which calls us together, and
prompts us to address you this evening,
is one which brings sadness to many
Liearts. For many long, and to some of
us, very eventful years you have occu-
pied towards us the very sacred and en-
dearing relationship of a Christian pas-
tor, going in and out among us as the
under-shepherd of the flock of God,
and leading us into the green pastures
and beside the still waters in the name
of the Lord Jesug. We have been ac-
customed to receive the Word at your
mouth, to be led in our devotions by
your voice and spirit, and to meet you
occasionally in our homes in familiar in-
tercourse.

““ Many of those in whose name we
now address you have been brought into
the Church under your ministry, and
not a few of them has the Lord given
unto us as the fruit of your labours and
prayers on our behalf ; while in other
hearts we trust the good seed of the
Kingdom, which has been sown by
means of your Bible class instructions
and your addresses to the young, will
yet bring forth fruit unto eternal life.
Nor can we forget those seasons of afflic-
tion and darkness, when you have knelt
beside our sick-beds in prayer, or have
spoken words of sympathy and comfort
as you have leaned over the bier of some
dear departed one ; or again, those more
pleasant memories of family gatherings,
when you have rejoiced with those who
did rejoice, and led us in thanksgiving
to God for His mercies. These various
scenes, through which all our lives are
drawn, have endeared you tc us more
than words can tell, and more than
many of us knew, until we began to
realize that all this pleasant intercourse
was soon to cease by your removal from
among us. It is most gratifying to us
as a Church, as we look back upon these
twenty-one years’ pastorate, to be able
to say, that throughout you have been
always the'same--a consistent and faithful
minister of Jesus Chrvist, an example of
the believers, beloved by all who have
had the pleasure of your acquaintance.

N po—
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And it has been an additional source of
gritification to us to know how highly
all your brethren, both within and be-
yond our own denomination, have valued
you in calling you to the most responsi-
ble offices in connection with the Lord’s
work, But, in the providence of God,
infinitely wise and good, though often
very mysterious to us, this relationship
must cease. We have not been able to
see with you in regard to the reasons
which have induced you to leave us, but
that, perhaps, was scarcely to be expect-
ed. We are well assured of your con-
viction that the Master calls you else-
where, and we sorrowfully yield to your
judgment in the case. We cannot part
with you, however, without giving ex-
pression in some tangible form to our
love and esteem for you, and therefore
request your acceptance of the accom-
panying Time-piece and Album contain-
ing some views of the heautiful scenery
of the land you are leaving, but which
we are sure you can never forget. Go,
dear brother, aud the blessing of the
Lord go with you, and your dear wife
and family, We may not often meet
you again on earth, some of us, perhaps,
nevermore on this side of the river of
death, but our united desire and prayer
is that we may all meet again in the
Canaan beyond, and that when the
Chief Shepherd shall appear you may
receive a crown of glory which fadeth
not away. Signed on behalf of the
Bond Street Congregational Church.

JAaMES FRASER,

J.J. WouDHOUSE, |

T- J. WiLKig, ‘

H. KenT, & Deacons.
JorN Woob, |

Epwarp CHILDS,
W. McDUuNNoOUGH,

“ Toronto, Ont.
¢ November 29th, 1875.”

The articles presented were a hand-
some ormolu clock, an album containing
photographs of Canadian Scenery, and
twvo large vases. The ladies of the con-
regation also presented Mrs. Marling
with a valuable seal-skin jacket.

The Rev. Mr., Marling in réply. said
his heart was too full fo speak as he
would wish to do, He had been with
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them a lJong time, and had not only
endeavoured to serve them in public,
but also especially—and it was this
which made him feel this parting the
most—in personal and domestic inter-
course in which the services of the pas-
tor were required. He had seen the
young members grow up from their
infancy, had received them into the
church, married them, and baptized
their children, and they knew no other
pastor but this one. He had experi-
enced very great difficulty in leaving
them. He had not courted the affec-
tions of the people of the church to
which he was going, but their hearts
were drawn out to him, and he felt it
was the will of Providence that he
should become their Pastor. He had
been influenced by no worldly induce-
ments in making his decision. He
would leave with a great deal of sorrow
the Congregational brethren amidst
whom he was brough? up and had exer-
cised his ministry, He would never be
ashamed of the lineage from which he
came, The address presented would be
a most cherished memento of the warm
hearts and brotherly love of Bond Street
congregation. His desire was to have
seen them individually at their houses,
but this was physically impossible. He
hoped they would forgive all imperfec-
tions they had seen. He deeply regret-
ted having to make his farewell, but he
wished them to take his farewell and
hearty thanks for all kindnesses. The
best news they could send him would
be that the church was filled to over-
flowing and that God was blessing them,
He thanked the ladies for their valuable
present to Mrs. Marling, and concluded
by expressing the wish that God wonld
bless the friends of the Bond-street
Church and others present, and that
God would bless the ministers of Toron-
to and the Dominion of Canada.

The Rev. John Potts, of the Metro-
politan Church, felt Mr. Marling’s re-
moval very much, as the loss of one of
his dearest friends. There were but
few of the ministerial brethren of his
own church whom he loved as much.
He had been asked by the ladies to
““gcold” the Americans for taking him
away. He would not do that, but he
very much regretted the loss. He
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trusted that the Lord would go with him
and bless him in his work.

The Rev. Thomas Guttery, of the
Carleton Street Primitive Methodist
Church, also briefly addressed the meet-
ing.
The Chairman then ina few words
buade Mr Marlivg farewell in the name
of the church ; the hymn commencin;;
¢ With heavenly power,”Q Lord defend,”
was sung; and the proceedings were
| brought to a cluse by the Rev J. Wood
by prayer and the benediction.

At the close of theregular weekly meet-
ing of the Evangelical Alliance, on Mon-
day afternoon, November 29th, addresses
were presented to Mr, Marling by the
officers of the Alliance, and signed by a
large number of city clergymen ; and by
the Sabbath School Association of Ca-
nada—of which he was a vice-presid-
ent—signed by the President and Secre-
tary, both expressive of their high
appreciation of his past labours on their
behalf, and of their deep regret at part-
ing with him, '

ToroNTO —(OPENING SERVICES OF THE
WESTERN CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.
—For some time past the Congregational
Churches of Toronto have had under
consideration a proposal to establish a
fourth church of their faith and order,
in the western part of the city. There
are alarge number of adherents as well
as members in that neighbourhood,
. whose nearest place of worship connect-
ed with their own dentmination has
been the Bay-street Congregational
Church, of which the Rev. S. N. Jack-
son, M.D, is pastor. Yesterday, Oct-
ober 31st, the first meeting was held of
the new church, and the occasion was
one that could not but be gratifying to
those concerned, in the numbers and
respectability of the assembly. The
place of meeting which has been secured
is at No. 219 Spadina Avenue, the par-
lours of which, thrown into one, form a
hall sufliciently large for present pur-
poses. There were three services yester-
day, cunducted by the Rev. J. A, R.
Dickson in the morning, the Rev.
John Wood in the afternoon, and Rev.
8. N. Jackson in the evening.
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A considerable number of friends con-
nected with the three churches were
present to show their interest and con-
tribute their pecuniary help to the un-
dertaking, and also a few strangers.
The collections vmaunted to over $20.
The Rev. Mr. Mackay, Evangelist, is to
hold a series of special services during
the week, which w - trust will result in
great good.

A new church has also been definitely
resvlved upon in Yorkville, and abuild-
ing is already being erected forits accom-
modation a little way north of the termi-
nus of the Avenue running up from the
Queen’s Park. It is expected that
churches will be organized in both these
localities before long. We heartily wish
them both all prosperity und success,

TrE OreaNIzZaTION of the church in
connection with the new Western Con-
gregation above referred to, took place
on the 25th November. The three pre-
viously existing churches having been
asked to confer, by pastors and delegates,
as to the desirableness of organizing a
new church, the following brethren met
on the afternoon of that day, at the
rooms temporarily occupied by them as
a place of worship :—

The Rev. F. H. Marling and Mr,
James Fraser, from Bond Street; the
Rev. S. N. Jackson and Mr. D. Higgins,
from Zion Church ; the Rev. J. A, R,
Dickson, from the Northern Church ;
and-the Rev. John Wood, Home Secre-
tary C. C. Missionary Society. Mr.
Wood was called to the chair, and Mr.
D. Higgins acted as Clerk of the Confer-
ence.

After a few moments spent in praise
and prayer, the call for the Conference
was read, and also letters commendatory
of the object for which it was held, from
Zion and Bond Street Churches. The
Rev. Mr. Dickson reported that Mr. W.
W. Copp had been appointed delegate
from the Northern Church, which also
concurred.

Letters from Zion Church were then
presented, dismissing thirty of its mem-
bers, and from Bond Street, dismissing
nine of its members, with a view to their
uniting in the new organization. Four
other persons also applied for admission,
on profession of their faith, who, upon




examination, were recommended to be
received, A form of Covenant was sub-
mitted for adoption by the church, and
theConference adjourned till theevening
service,

At 6.30 p.m. the cungregation and the
members of the Conference partook of
tea together, provided by the ladies, and
at eight o’cluck they assembled for wor-
ship. The Chairman announced a hymn,
and asked Mr. G. Flague to lead the as-
sembly in prayer. After afew introduc-
tory remarks, Mr. Wood called on Mr.
Higgins to report the proceedings of the
Conference, when, on motion of Mr.
Norman, seconded by Mr. C. A. Moor,
its several recommendations were adopt-
ed. The Chairman then rcad the Cove-
nant, all the members of the church
standing, and immediately led them in
prayer for the Divine blessing on the
new organization,

The hymn was then sung—-

“ Blest be the tie that binds,” &e.,

after which the Rev. Mr. Dickson ad-
dressed the church on their ¢ Personal
duties,” the Rev. Mr. Marling on their
‘¢ Relative duties,” and the Rev. Mr.
Jackson on their ¢ Duties to the world.”
The whole of the proceedings were ex-
tremely interesting, and were listened
to with marked attention. The Rev.
Mr. Marling closed the exercises with
prayer and the benediction.

The new church starts with a member-
ship of forty-three—larger than that of
any of those previously existing at the
time of their organization ; and with a
prospect before it every way encour-
aging. May the little one soon become
a thousand ! ‘

—

Ziox CHurcH YouNG PEOPLE'S Asso-
c1a7ioN held their first meeting for the
season last night, Notwithstanding the
unfavourable weather there was a good
attendance. The pastor, Rev. S. N.
Jackson, occupied the chair, and after
devotivnal exercises explained that the
objects of the Association are, firstly,
to advance the social interests of each
other, and of others not members, who
may be tempted to seek gratification
from less worthy sources. To promote
this object, it is proposed, in addi-
tion to the regular meetings in the
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church, to meet occasionally in each
other's houses. Secondly, to co-operate
in advancing our intellectual interests:
The pastor pointed out the capacity
of the mind for indefinite improve-
ment in intellectual power, progressing
through life and far into the depths of
eternity. They want to learn how to
use their intellects by means of debates,
essays and other litorary exercises, to
learn to speak before an audience, to
learn to face an audience, so trying to
many, however small that audience may
be. Thirdly, they meet together to pro-
mote each other’s spiritual interests—
the work God is doing—the work Christ
has made possible by giving His pre-
cious life for them—the work that has
been committed to them all. To effect
all these objects they must pledge them-
selves to co-operate in carrying on the
work., They will not do this if they
tind fault with each other, if they speak
disparagingly of their Association. The
Association, if properly managed, will
become a power and a blessing. Let
them determine that it shall succeed.
Several ladies and gentlemen then took
part in a musical and literary pro-
gramme, which was well rendered and
duly appreciated. Nineteen new mem-
bers were enrolled, and the following
officers elected for the ensuing year:—
President, W. Freeland ; Vice-President,
E. Potts ; Secretax,”, C. A. Kelly, Jr. ;
Treasurer, Miss L. hamilton.—Globe.

GuerpH.—The members of the
¢ Guelph Section ” met at Speedside on
Tuesday, November 16th, and continued
in session till the close of Wednesday.

The ministerial brethren present were
—Revs. B. Barker (Chairman), Chas.
Duff, M. A. ; E. Rose, M. 5. Gray, J.
Griffiths, R. K. Black, J. I. Hindley,
ML.A. ; J. Wood, and W. Manchee.

The following delegates were present
to represent the several churches with
which they were connected :—J. Gem-
mill, of Tarnberry ; John Small, Howick
First Church ; John Heater, Clifford ;
G. S. Armstrong, Fergus; John Me-
Gregor, Elora; E. H. Arms and Geo.
Alichin, Guelph ; John Armstrong and
Andrew Fruere, Speedside; A. Me-
Millan and G. S. Climie, Listowel;
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Andrew Gerrie and Peter Martin, Gara-
fraxa ; R. Bichan and Geo. Robertson,
Douglas. There wes also present Mr.
Kidson, from Hamilton, who, with all
the members of the churches present,
but not delegated to represent churches,
were invited to sit as corresponding mem-
bers. The meetings were largely at-
tended by the members of the Speed-
side Church, and were throughout of
the deepest interest. Great joy was rea-
lized in hearing the reports from breth-
ren whose fields are the scene of gra-
cious quickening. Indeed, the news of
showers of blessing already rveceived by
some, and the indications of desived and
expected good in other fields, together
with the earnest and prayerful activity
of all the brethren assembled, made the
meetings seasons of hallowed and bless-
ed fellowship. :

During the session of Tuesday a paper
on “The Development of the Aggres-
sive Power of the Churches” was read
by Bro. George Robertson, which gave
rise to a very vigorous consideration as
to what the members of the churches
could do, if they were in a y.ickened
conditivn, to spread the interests of
Christ’s kingdom.

In the evening a public service was
held in the church, the devotional ex-
ercises being led by Bro. G. Allchin,
and the sermon, from Eph. v, 14, being
preached by Bro. Rouse. At the close of
this service the members of the section
joined with the Speedside friends in
celebrating the Lord’s Supper. The
Pastor presided, assisted by Brethren
R. X. Black and J. I. Hindley, each of
whom gave a brief address, in which the
undecided were affectivnately pressed
to accept Christ as their Saviour.

On Wednesday morning at 9.15,
the Section resumed, and spent an hour
in praise and prayer and conference.
Brother Kidson, of Hamilton, also gave
an address on ““Success in our work of
spreading e Guspel.”

After the prayer meecting, the roll
was called and completed. All the asso-
ciated churches were represented, and
all the personal members were present.
We were favoured also with the pre-
sence of friends not in formal associa-
tion with us. They were very welcome,
and their counsel very helpful. Besides
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those whose names have already been
given, we may add that of Bro. Roger-
son, who is labouring in evangelistic
work for the Western Missionary Com-
mittee, and who gave an account of the
work in Drayton, Moorefield and
Parker, where he ‘has laboured, and
where a mighty work of grace is
progressing.

A somewhat lengthened discussion
arose on the right of the Section to re-
ceive members independently of the
Western Association. After a most
earnest consideration of the question,
during which the brethren declared
their conviction that this power was
necessary for the attainment of the pur-
poses for which tke Sections were formed,
and yet that they had no desire to be
formally separated from their brethren
in the Association, it was unanimously
resolved : ““ That this Section considers
itself as having power to deal with its
membership independently of the West-
ern Association, and that the Secretary
be Lereby instructed to communicate
this to the Association, with such ex-
planation as may be needful respecting
the necessity of this action.”

The afternoon Session was largely oc-
cupied in receiving the reports of the
churches. With one exception, these
churches are all now settled with pastors,
and in full operation of church work,
while in several special services are being
held.

A communication was read by the
Chairman from the Rev. R. Brown, re-
specting the work in Middleville, and
prayer was offered for the brethren en-
gased in that revival. Prayer and
thanksgiving were also sent up to God
on behalf of the churches reporting,
according to the necessity indicated by
the brethren’s statements. This was
felt to be a most hallowed time of
communion.

A subscription was taken up after the
reports were ended, towards the removal
of the debt on the Clifford Church, the
claims of which were presented by the
brethren from that field, and by its
pastor, the Rev. M, S. Gray.

Brethren Duff, Griftith and Gray were
received into membership with the
Section.

The officers for the year were then
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elected as follows :—Chairman, Rev. BE.
Barker ; Secretary-Treasurer, Rev.Wm.
Manchee ; Committee, Brethren Rose,
Griffith, G. S. Climie, and J. Gemmill.

The following arrangements for the
next meeting of the Section were
made : —

Place of Meeting—Tarnberry.

Time of Meeting—Third week in
February.

Preacher—Rev. Chas. Dutf, M. A.

BEssayists—Revs. J. Griffith, M. 8.
Gray, C. Duff, and Bro. G. S. Climie.

The Section adjourned at the close of
the afternoon session, and, instead of
the usual public meeting in the evening,
the brethren assembled for the purpose
of installing the Pastor of Speedside
Church in his new charge.

WitrraM MaNCEEE, Secrefary.

SrEEDSIDE.—On Wednesday evening,
the 17th Nov., the Rev. Charles Duff,
M.A., was installed as Pastor of the
church at Speedside, Eramosa. The
service was opened with devotional
exercises led by Mr. Kidson, of Hamil-
ton. TheRev.J.1. Hindley, M.A., who
presided, then introduced the Rev. John
Wood, of Toronto, who preached a most
suitable and able sermon from Colossians
iv. 12, 13. Mr. Hindley then called
upon the members of the Church present
to signify their determination to accept
and in every way sustain Mr. Duff as
their pastor. This they did by rising.
At the request of the chairman, Mr.
Duff then gavean outline of his Christian
experience, and his views on the leading
fundamental doctrines, with a short
statement of the manner in which he
purposed to carry out his ministry at
Speedside. The Rev. William Manchee
then offered the installing prayer, after
which the Rev. E. Barker, as the senior
brother in the district, gave the right
hand of fellowship to the newly installed
minister, in the name of the brethren
and assuciated churches, as well as in
behalf of the church whose pasturate
he now formally assumed. The Rev.
R. K. Black, of Galt, Mr. Dufi’s late
neighbour in Nova Scotia, then delivered
a charge to the pastor, founded on Num-
bers xxvii. 15, 16, 17. The Rev.
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Joseph Griftith, of Garafraxa, also gave
a brief charge to the people. The meet-
ing was then closed with prayer by the
chairman. There was a full attendance;
and though the service was long, thero
was unflagging interest throughout. Our
brother begins his labours at Speedside
with not a few signs of very successful
work for Christ. May he reap a rich
harvest of souls ! W. M.

GARAFRAXA AND Dovgras. — On
Thursday, Nov. 18th, the brethren who
had assisted at the installation of Bro.
Charles Duff at Speedside, went over to
render & similar service for Rev, Joseph
Griffith at Garafraxa and Douglas. A
morning service was held in the former
place at 11 o’clock. l'he Rev. Chas.
Duft’ M. A. acted as chairman. The de-
votional exercises were conducted by
Rev. M. S. Gray, of Howick. The in-
troductory sermun was preached by
Rev. R. K. Black, from John i. 40-42.
The chairman then called upun the
church to express, by rising, their inten-
tion to sustain Mr. Griffith n his Jabours
amongst them by prayer, cu-operation,
and material support.  The church
members present having duly responded,
the pastur elect was asked to give a
statewent of his views and intentions on
entering upon his ministry. To this Mr.
Griftith replied in a very frank, clear,
and satisfactory statement of his belief
as to the great truths held as essential
amongst Congregationalists, and by ex-
pressing his determination to labour as
a brother amoung brethren in seeking to
bring men tv Jesus, and educating them
to seek a perfect manhood in Christ the
Lord. The Rev. John Wood, of Toron-
to, then rose and expressed his thorough
satisfaction at the able and discriminat-
ing manner in which Mr. Grifith had
answered the questions put to him. The
chairman then offered the installing
prayer, after which Rev. E. Barker gave
Mr. Griffith the right hand of welcome
and fellowship on behalf of the church
at Garafraxa, and the brethren and
churches in the district. The meeting
then closed with singing and prayer.
The brethren assembled again in the
evening at 7.30. at Douglas where the
service of installation was completed.
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A large attendance was on hand and the
most earnest interest was shown in all
the proceedings by this congregation,
so largely composed of young people.
The Scripture was read by Mr. Kidson,
after which Rev. Mr. Millican led in
prayer. The church then signified by
rising its intention of cordially sustain-
ing its new pastor both in temporal
support and prayerful cooperation. Mr.
Griffith gave a short resume of his
doctrinal belief and his purposes as to
the discharge of his pastoral duty. Rev.
Charles Duff then offered the prayer of
installation, and Rev. E. Barker gave
him for this church the right hand of
fellowship. The Rev. Wm. Manchee
delivered the charge to the pastor, taking
as his theme “ Our submission, as min-
isters, to Christ, and its fruits.” The
Rev. J. Wood then gave the charge to
the people from Philippians ii 29.

The meeting was concluded with
prayer offered by Rev. Mr. McNamara,
Methodist minister at Douglas.

We heartily congratulate the friends
in these two churches on the cordial
manner in which they are co-operating
under the genial and able lead of their
new pastor. We trust that ‘¢ old things ”
will pass away as with songs of rejoicing
they ““ go forward” to *‘possess the
land.” May pastor and people be long
of one heart and one mind, W. M,

KiNcarRDINE. — Deacon McFadyen
writes us praying for help which we are
unable to give. The church has been
holding special meetings for two weeks
past, condncted by the Presbyterian
ministers in the neighbourhood. “ ZLast
night (Nov. 7th) four persons,” he says,
‘¢ gave themselves up, laden with sin,”
and some others appear to have done the
same. “ The Lord has set the camp in
a tumultuous state, and if any one were
here to help our weak efforts much good
might be done.” Let all our churches
pray for them.

BraxTtroRD—EMMANTEL CHURCH So-
c1aL.—Thefirst of the Emmanuel Church
socials, held last evening at the residence
of W. E. Welding, Esq., was a complete
success. A very large number of friends
were gathered together, nearly one hun-
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dred being present, and passed a very
pleasant and enjoyable evening. The
entertainment consisted of addresses,
readings and recitations, interspersed
with vocal and instrumental music. The
Misses Glassco, Miss Morgan, and Mr.
Hatcher kindly added to the pleasure of
the evening by rendering several appro-
priate songs in their usual happy style.
Mr Usher and others presided at the
piano at intervals during the evening,
and Miss Lightbody favoured the com-
pany with a recitation entitled ¢ Twi-
light,” which was delivered in a pleasing
manner. The refreshments, asis usual
with Mrs. W., were ample, and were
heartily partaken of by all present. The
Rev. B. B. Keefer dropped in during
the course of the evening, and in a few
felicitous remarks congratulated the
friends on their pleasant gathering, and
wished the new church God speed in its
work. The Rev. J. L. Bennett, of Sus-
pension Bridge, N. Y., responded to Mr.
Keefer’s kind remarks in a pleasing ad-
dress, and in various other ways added
to the success of the entertainment.
Mrs. Forsyth and Miss Walsh pleasant-
ly solicited contributions to the funds
of the Aid Society, and realized a satis-
factory amount. After enjoying them-
selves in social intercourse and friendly
conversation till a late hour, the friends
joined heartily in the appropriate hymn,
“More to follow, "which was followed
by prayer by Mr. Bennett. A1l then
wended their way homeward, universally
pleased with the pleasant evening spent.
We congratulate the ¢ Aid Society ” of
Emmanuel Church on the success of this
gathering, and hope that it may be the
precursor of many similar pleasant
gatherings and profitable evenings to be
spent during the coming winter. —Ex-
positor.

MawiLpa—It is most gratifying to us
to be able to say that the unhappy difli-
culties that have for some months ex-
isted in the church at Manilla have at
last been healed, and that at a meeting
held under the presidency of the Rev. R.
Mackay it was, by unanimous vote of
the church, resolved to ¢ bury” the past
beyond resurrection.

Mr. Mackay and Mr. Day, of Stouff-
ville, held some special services while




there, which were as largely attended as
any during the revival. Several cases
of hopeful conversion occurred. The
Rev. John Allworth is at present sup-
plying the congregation.

EAsTERN District AssoctaTion .—This
Assuciation met at Kingston on Wed-
nesday, the 27th October, at 9:30 a.m.
The Rev. K. M. Fenwick, chairman for
the current year, presided, After praise
and reading of a portion of Scripture,
the Rev. John Wood, of Toronto, opened
the meeting with prayer. The Rev. K.
M. Fenwick read a very able and deeply
instructive lecture on the ¢‘Life of
Athanasius.” An interesting couver-
sation followed, in which Rev. .Joun
Wood, Rev. J. G. Sanderson, Rev. W,
M. Peacock and others, took part. The
Rev. J. G. Sanderson led in a conversa-
tion on the writings of Mr. Pearsall
Smith, Rev. Mr. Boardman, &c. It
was evident that the bLrethren present
were well acquainted with the senti-
ments of thuse authors, and agreed that
much good was done in having the pre-
cious truth which was held and taught
by the Congregational Churches more
widely diifused.

Several brethren were unable to be
present, in conseyuence of important
engagements. The Rev. John Brown,
of Lanark, and his brother, the Rev R.
Brown, of Middleville, were unable to
be with us vn account of the ylorious
worlk of grace gouing on in their fields of
labour. Mr. J. Brown, in a note to the
Secretary, said : *¢ I cannot be present at
the meeting, for the same reason given
by Nehemiah to Sauballat, * 1 am do-
ing a great work, so that I cannot come
down; why should the work cease
whilst I leave it and come down to

ou ?1 ”»

It was decided that the next meeting
should be held at Ottawa, on the
Wednesday after the first Lord’s day
of October, 1876. The following is the
programne for next meeting : Ist, Paper
on “the Relation of Children to the
Kingdom,” by liev. D. Macallum ; 2nd,
‘¢ Exposition,”” by Rev. J, G. Sanderson;
3rd, Paper on ‘“ the Best Modes of deal-
ing with Young Christians,” by Rev. W.
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H. Peaconck ; 4th, “Plan of Sermon,’
by Rev. Robert Brown.
R. Mackay, Lvangelist,
: Secretary.

KincsToN.—OrbpINATION OF DMR. R.
Macray.—On Wednesday evening, Oct.
27th, Mr. Robert Mackay, who has been
engaged as an evangelist in this country
for sume time past, was ordained in the
Congregational Church. There was a
lIarge attendance of people, the editice
being comfortably filled. At 7:30 o’clock
the Rev. Mr. Fenwick took the chair.
Around him were Mr. Mackay and the
Rev. Messrs. Woud, of Toronto; San-
derson, of Ottawa ; Chapman, of Mon-
treal ; and Peacock, P. Grey, and Prof.
Mowat, of Kingston. The proceedings
were commenced by ihe singing of the
1062nd hymn, followed by prayer, the
chairman leading. Then the Rev. DM
Sanderson read a part of the fourth
chapter of the Epistle tu the Ephesians,
and also led in prayer. The Rev. Mr.
Fenwick then addressed thecongregzation
on the office and work of the Evangelist,
which he showed to be of Divine origin,
and onc still necessary in order to the
fulfilinent of the church’s great commis-
ston to preach the Gospel to every crea-
ture. He pointed to the work effected by
evangelists in the recent revivals in Eng-
land, as well as in Canada. He reviewed
the respective ficlds of labour for the Pas-
torand the Evangelist,and held that their
labours need not come intu collision,
their duties being distinet though con-
nected, that of the furmer being to ex-
pound the Word, to take up the duties
of the Christian life, and teach Christian
ethics ; while the Evangelist comes alung
with his grand story—not that the Pastor
does not repeat it—and gives it with a
freshness and energy impossible to the
settled Pastor, and rehearsing it again
and again until the heart of stone gives
way. He prayed that many more such
might be raised up, and that the brother
now about to be set apart to that work
might be greatly blessed in it.

The Rev. Mr. Wood, of Toronto, then
propused to the candidate the usual
questions, which Mr. Mackay having sat-
isfactorily replied to, Mr. Fenwick offer-
ed the prayer of ordination, and pre-
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sented him with a copy of the Holy

Scriptures, which he hoped he would

always keep open befure him. Hymn
1063, commencing—

“ With Heavenly power, O Lord, defend
Him whom we now to Thee coramend,”

was then sung ; after which the Rev.
Mr. Chapmnan addressed the newly or-
dained Kvangelist from 2 Tim. iv. 5,
counselling him never to regard himself
as the servant of man, but to be fearless
and faithful; to make everything bend to
his high vocation; to battle patiently
with difficulties, and prosecute the work
of the Evangelist even unto death. He
went forth with our best wishes and
prayers for his success.

A selection having been rendered by
the choir, the meeting closed with the
benediction.

Lavaxk ViLvace—The following is
an extract from a letter just received
(November 19th) from the Rev. John
Brown, of Lanark Village :—

¢“ My Dear BroTHER.—As I suppose
Robert has written you this week on the
work of the revival still going on in
Middleville, 1 have but little to say just
now beyound the following :—

‘“ My morning congregation is now
nearly double what it was at any time
since I came, and my evening congrega-
tion more than three times what it was
a year ago. More now remain to the
prayer meeting at the close of the Sab-
bath service than used to attend.

“ We received at our last church meet-
ing thirty-nine members, most of them
on profession, and we expect more this
month.

¢¢ Our young men’s prayer meetings on
the Sabbath morning, in the church, are
kept np with much spirit. About thirty-
four attend, and many of them take part
in the exercises. So also the young
women’s prayer meeting in the parsonage
parlour at the same time ; twenty eight
to thirty attend, and these have week
evening prayer meetings from house to
house.

““Qur people are all anxious to have
meetings started again, and no doubt
goud would result if we had means at
command to carry them on.”
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Mippievitie.— The Rev. R. Brown
writes us the following under date of
November 17th :—

¢¢ Dear Bro. Wood— Four weeks ago
this day the Revd. D. Macallum, of In-
dian Lands, came here to helpin a series
of Gospel meetings. -The kirk minister,
Rev. Wm. Cochrane, and I agreed that
the meetings were to be of a union
character ; and, that in all we had to do
in connection with the same, we would
¢know no man in the flesh.” From
the first it was manifest that God was
with us, but we had no idea of the great
awakening that was about to take

lace.

“ The meetings were held after the first
three nights, in the Kirk, it being the
largest building in the place, and it has
often been too small to accommodate all
who came. We had 1mnany anxious en-
quirers from the first. And though
inany indeed have found peace through
belief of the truth, there are still more
coming forward with the anxious cry,
¢ What moust I do to be saved.” Help
has been obtained in about equal amount
from our iucuisters, and ministers of
the Presbyterian order. The greatest
harmony exists, order and quiet prevail
ai the meetings ; and a general feeling
is expressed that the like of this was
never seen in this place. God has in-
deed visited us with a rich baptism of
his Spirit. I have full confidence that
the work will extend East and West.
The signs of the times are of a hopeful
character. All the churches will reap
the benefit by large accessions. Ours
will be the joy and the blessing, to God
be all the glory.

“ R. BrRown.”

Three days later he writes,— We
expect the Rev. R. Mackey and the
Revd. J. G. Sanderson, next week, to
hold Missionary Meetings, and will
make use of them in the good work.

¢ To give you an idea of the ii terest,
let me say. that last night was dark and
the roads bad ; yet at ten minutes before
seven o'clock, I could scarcely get up
the aisle to the platform, the Chnrch
was so crowed. And so many remained
to the ‘after meeting’ that we could
only with.difficulty move from pew to
pew. There could not have been less
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than fifty anxious last night. Some of
the people cane ten miles. The mesetings
are the ono theme. Many have found
peace through belief of the truth.”

MEzLBoURNE, QUE.—The Rev. W. Me-
Intosh writes, under date of November
3rd—*“ 1 hope that in due time we shall
see you at our DMissionwry meetings.
Our Bazaar was quite successful—about
$140 realized from it. Things are cheer-
ful yet. Some more of our young men
are coming in ; each communion we re-
ceive some. The prayer meetings are
keeping up in interest and influence.
No marked ‘ movement” has visited
us, but the blessing of steady growth is
given us, and we are in hope that ere
long the showers that are passing by and
refreshing other fields will return to
cheer the soil here.”

Pieasant River.—Those short para”

graphs in the Independent under the
heading ‘“ News of the Churches, ” cou-
stitute to my mind one of the most in-
teresting and encouraging portions of
that periodical. I am glad, therefore,
that pastors of churches and others have
acceded to your invitation, and contri-
buted more freely of late than formerly
inorder to ‘‘comfort one another and
edify one aaother.” -

We have here justabout completed our
new Lecture Room, formed from the
upper part of the main building, and
which will seat about eighty persons.
Fifty sat down to tea at one time in it at
our opeiing tea meeting, at whichwe net-
ted alittle over $40. This meeting was
arranged by our *“ Aid Society,” and the
ladies connected with it and others
worked with a zeal which is commend-
able. Wo have recently started a Young
Men’s Cottage Prayer-meeting, also a
boys’ meeting for younger members of
the churchaud vthers,and areencouraged
by theexperiment, as we find that several
of those who were unwilling to take part
in the more general meetings are now
praying with and exhorting one another.
In arecent young men’s meeting, consist-
ing of eleven persons, six of them ex-
horted, and eight led in prayer, and in
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the boys’ class of six all but one led in
prayer. I trust, sir, that out of this
material we may have some men grow
up among us, in this out-of-the-way cor-
ner of the Dominion, who will be useful
inspreading the glad tidings of the Cross,
Indeed, one of our number has left this
week for Bangor Seminary, in order
that he may be trained for Evangelistic
work, and two others have expressed a
desire forthe waork of the ministry.
11th November, 1875. J. 8.

Rev. E. J. Sherrill, of Eaton, Que.,
has removed to Lee, Mass., and his
friends will address him at that plice.

Personan.—The Rev. Joseph Uns-
worth has returned from St. Cathgrines,
improved in health by the rough usage
he has received from the doctor, and
hoping soon to be ‘‘as sound as ever,
with care,” but he has not yet resumed
his work. Mr. Allchin has supplied
Georgetown during his absence.

¢ Father ” Wheeler is, we are sorry to
learu, quite laid aside from any public
service, and the church is without sup-
ply.

The Rev. E. Barker, of Fergus, and
Mr. Rogerson, formerly of OwenSound,
in connection with other labourers, have
been doing good service in Drayton and
Moorfield, Ont., where a remarkable re-
vival has been going on for some weeks
with most precious resules. Itis expect-
ed that a Congregational Church will

shortly be organized in the neighbour-
hood.

The Rev. G. T. Colwell, late of Dan-
ville, Que., has completed his engage-
ment with the Quebec Prohibitory
League, and is open to aun invitation.
He declines the call from Inverness,

Que.

The Rev. A. McGill is supplying the
church at South Caledon for the present.
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CONGREGATIONAL COLLEGE OF
B. N. A,

To the Pustors, Deacons and Members of
the Congreyutional Churches, Canada.

Dear BRETHREN,~—On Dbehalf of the
Board of Directors, I have to respect-
fully request your careful consideration
of the fullowing statement regarding the
College, and its financial position, in
relation to our churches.

The College was established for the
training of young men, selected from
the membership of the churches, for ser-
vice to them in the work of the min-
istry ;—an object of commion and vital
importance to our denomination at
large, and one on the proper accom-
plishment of which its growth and suc-
cess largely depend. Ior the space of
thirty-six years has the Institution been
engaged in this work ; and during this
time it has sent forth seventy students,
who have, with but few exceptions, oc-
cupied, with credit to themselves and
benefit to the churches, positions as
pastors in various parts of Canada or
elsewhcre ; and at the present time, out
of a total number of one hundred and
three churches in the Dominion, the
pastoral oversight of not less than forty
devolves upon men who have been edu-
cated in the College. Add to this the
fact, that fifteen students are now being
educated for the same work, and it be-
comes evident that this Institution has
been in the past, and is now, rendering
an essential service to our churches.

From this it follows, that the College
has no weak claim upon them for large
sympathy with its object, and liberal
support 1 its work. It is, however, to
be feared that this claim is not recog-
nised to anything like the extent that it
should be; as, without gouing further
back, a reference to the statistics of the
last two years will show.

For the year ending May 31st, 1874,

out of eighty-nine churches in the Pro-
vinces of Ontarioc and Quebec, fwenty-
Jive only sent in contributions ; and outof
fourteen in the Maritime Provinces, four
only remitted. The amounts received for
the samme year were $354 from Ontario,
81,089 from Quebee, and $122 from
Nouva Sevtia and New Brunswick., For
the year ending May 31st, 1875, con-
tributions were received from only four-
teen churches in Ontario, amounting in
all to 8641 ; fourteen churches in Que-
bec remitted §1,060 ; and the only sum
received from the Lower Provinces was
810, and that from one church. These
figures reveal facts of a rather startling
character to one who takes an interest
in the present and future efliciency and
usefulness of the Institution. For, af-
ter making all due allowance for the
operations of local and temporary
causes to prevent the remittance of con-
tributions, it must be admitted that
very many churches do not contribute
who could do so, and would do so if the
College occupied that place in their
esteem which it deserves. The burden
of support has been allowed to fall upon
a comparatively few of our stronger
churches—a result which is specially
dangerous when seasons of commercial
depression, such as the present, wisit
us. It is also detrimental to non-con-
tributing churches, in that they are led
imperceptibly and without intention, it
may be, to lose their interest in a very
important department of our denomina-
tional efforts. The College is reduced
to a precarious modus vivendi wWhich may
fail 1t at any time, and which neces-
sarily leaves it with a too restricted in-
come, at best, and without thosefunds for
the purchase of booksthat are necessary
to all Literary Institutions that would
keep abreast of the times, especially in
Theological Science and Biblical Criti-
cism. At the present time, it is of spe-
cial moment that the churches shouid
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geriously consider this matter with a
view to improvement, for otherwise the
current session will end in serious fi-
nancial embarrassment, as the following
facts will show.

The number of students and proba-
tioners is fifteen, and considerably
above the average, a thing which all for
years past have been earnestly desiring ;
but it must be remembered that, grati-
fying as this fact is, it involves an in-
creased expenditure in the item of the
monthly grants to students for board,
an assistance which most Theological
Schouls extend, in some shape or vther,
to their students.  Furthermore, at the
last annual meeting, the Corporation,
with a remarkable unanimity, which
seemed to augur well for the success of
the step then taken, resolved on mak-
ing an addition to the number of its in-
structing officers. In accordance with
that resolution, the services of a gentle-
man have been secured which, it is
hoped, will go far towards completing
our Theological curricnlum. Herein,
.| again, is increased expenditure invol-
ved ; but it is a wise, and therefore,
justifiable, expenditure, seeing that the
efficiency of the College is thereby
enhanced.

I do not deem it necessary to lay be-
fore you a long array of figures and cal-
culations ; suflice it to say, that the
gross sum of at least 84,700 will be
needed from all sources to meet the ordi-
nary expenditure of the current session.
This shows that about 2313 is the cost
of the education of each student : a rate
which, I venture to assert, is lower than
is to be found in any Theological Insti-
tution which offers advantages equal to
those of ours, either in the Mother
Country or on this side of the Atlantic.
In this connection, it is no more than
what is due to Zion Church to state that
both now and for the past eleven years it
has provided the College with a lecture-
roum, fuel and light, free of charge, by
which generosity the current expenses
have been materially reduced.

By way of practical conclusion to this
statement, I desire to urge strungly, but
respectfully, upon every church, and
upon its individual members, the claims
of this Institution to their pecuniary
assistance. - And I would suggest that
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the Pastor and Office-bearers, or, where
there may be no Pasior, that the latter,
do lay, without delay, this matter before
their churches, and take steps for a sys-
tematic canvass of their members and
adherents forcontributions, be they great
or be they small ; andI am sure that if
this be done, there will be such a ge-
nerous and general response as will not
only place the College in a position free
of embarrassment, but will also put into
its hands funds!which are now more than
ever needed for the purchase of necessary
books for the library. Let the princi-
ple with all our churches, whether they
be weak or strong, poor or rich, be to do
what they can tb aid in a cause so in-
timately connected with theirown pros-
perity, and 1 have no fear as to the
result.
GEorGE CoRNISH,
Secretary.
Montreal, 5th November, 1875.

ConerecatIONAaL CoiLieee B. N, A.
—The following amounts have been re-
ceived from churches, on account of cur-
rent session, since last acknowledgement
viz:

Quebec.......covviiiniininns $102 00
Montreal, Zion.......... 20 60
Do Emmanuel...... 60 00
Indian lands................. 14 00
Kingston ..........c.oeeee . 196 00
Cold Springs.........cov ot 510
Guelph..... ..o 39 38
Paris..cooeeeiiinn. 118 45~
Cowansville & Brigham.. 50 35
Benj. Lyman, Esq......... 10 00
8615 28
R. C. JAMIESON,
Treasurer.

Montreal, 19th November, 1875.

Canapa CONGREGATIONATL MISSIONARY
Sociery.—As the annual Missionary
meetings are about to be held through-
out the several districts, I think it only
pr per to say that our income must be
increased, or our expenditure diminished
next year to the extent of eight hundred
dollars. The legacy of the late Thomas
Fletcher has been all expended in cover-
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ing the claims of the years 1874-b and
1875-6, and that legacy amounted to
$1,600. The sum of $600 of it was ex-
pended last year, and unless our receipts
are more this year than they were last,
the remaining $900 will have been ab-
sorbed.

Now, I do not anticipate from the city
and the commercial friends of the mission
any ad' ‘e on last year. Indeed they
will dv nobly if they furnish an equal
amount. Accordingly the augmentation
must come from the country parts, from
onr well-to-do farmers, who surely will
see to it that the missionary cause shall
have some benefit from their good crops
selling at remunerative prices. I beg
respectfully to suggest to our grand yeo-
manry—our agricultural friends—that
they this season raise their standard uni-
versally, and turn the $1 of past years
into the £1 of the present and future.
If this is done, we shall (D. V.) meet
next June in general committee to de-
vige large and comprehensive things for
our country. If unhappily it is not done,
there will be nothing for it but disas-
trous retrenchment.

Finally, let the money come forward
by the end of Dec.inber, as requested
last month, and for the reasons there
given. Hexry WiLkes,

Montreal, 20th November, 1875.
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CONGREGATIONAL ProvIDENT FUND.
To the Editor Canadian Indpendent.

Received since last announcement :—
From Pine Grove Church.........57 80
From Sherbrooke and Lennox-

ville Church........ seeresinnnne 156 50

J. C. BarToN,
Treasurer, C. P. Fund.

Montreal, Nov. 24th, 1875.

Lasrapor MisstoN.—The Treasurer
begs to acknowledge the following sums
received since the last announcement :

Congreg. Sunday-school,
Hamilton, Ont............
Congreg. Sunday-school,
Granby, Q..covev vivninnns
J. Matthews’ Presbyterian
8. S. Montreal...........
Young Peoples’ Miss’y.
Soc’y, Congl. Church,
Yarmouth N. S.
Collections Congl. Churches
at Rugby, Bethesda and
Vespra (including $3 from
Bethesda S.8....ccoounnnenn

Montreal, 20th November, 1875.

17 50

@biiuary,

MRS. JAMES WICKSON.

Another of the pioneers of Congrega-
tionalism in Toronto has joined *‘the
saints in light.” Mrs. James Wickson,
relict of the late Mr. James Wickson,
with whom she had spent nearly 55
years of wedded life, followed her sainted
husband, after a widowhood of six years,
to the Heavenly Home, on the 21st of
last August, at the advanced age of
eighty-five years.

Like her husband, Jane Teusman was

brought up in the Church of England,
from which communion they together
came out shortly after their marriage,
which took place in London, England,
November 28th, 1814, The following
year they joined the Congregational
Church in Camiberwell, London, ¢f which
the Rev. Mr. Innes was then pastor.
They removed to Canada in the year
1834, and were among the original band
that organized themselves into the first
Congregational Church in Toronto that




same year, their first pastor being the
Rev. W, Merrifield. -

Of this Church they remained hon-
oured members until severally translated
to the heavenly communion.

It is a remarkable circumstance that
the family, which, when they arrived in
Toronto, consisted of six sons and three
daughters, was unbroken by death at
the time of the decease of their vener-
able mother.

She was exemplary for her domestic
piety and unwearied devotion to her
maternal responsibilities. She had the
delight of seeing all her children *“ walk-
ing in the Truth.” Her faith in God
was remarkable ; under all trials and in-
firmities, this imparted to lLor life a
bright and cheerful tone.

Her last few weeks on earth were
spentin Paris, on a visit to her daughter,
Mrs. Norman Hamilton, a visit upon
which for months previous she had set
her heart. She had no sooner accom-
plished this journey than she became a
close prisoner to the couch. Her facul-
ties rapidly failed, till, without any other
than the symptoms of general decay
from old age, on the night of the 21st
August she peacefully fell asleep in
Jesus. Her first-born, Mr. James Wick-
son, on a visit from England affer a
separation of about 40 years, was per-
mitted the painful satisfaction of com-
mitting her spirit to God in prayer at
that sad and solemn moment.

Her remains were conveyed to Toron-
tu, where, after a funeral service in the
church with which for 41 years her
Christian life had been ideutified, the
last tribute of affection was paid this
faithful ““ mother in Israel ” by a large
company of mourning relatives and
friends, who deposited her precious dust
by the side of the remains of her late
partner, in sure and certain hope of a
blessed resurrection.—E. E.

MRS. HARRIET DAY, BRANTFORD.

This aged and much loved * mother
in Israel,” aunt to the Rev. Dr. Wilkes,
of Montreal, and mother of the Rev. B,
W. Day, of Stouffville, passed away,
and entered into rest, on the 1st No-
vember. She was born in Birmingham,
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England, in the month of August, 1799,
and was consequently in her 77th year at
the time of her death.

She was early taught the good way,
and while very young, united with the
Independent Church meeting in Eben-
ezer Chapel, in Steel-house lane, in Bir-
mingham, at that time under the pas-
toral care of the Rev. Mr. Brewer, and
subsequently of the Nev. Timothy East,
of both of whom she cherished the fond-
est remembrance.

When about thirty years of age she
was married to Mr Benjamin Day,
whose acquaintance she first formed in
the Sunday School in which both of them
were teachers.

Emigrating to this country in 1837,
with a family of five children, they set-
tled in Brantford, where, with the excep-
tion of a short residence in Port Dover,
she and her husband spent the remain-
der of their days. Shortly after their
arrival in this country their dwelling
was destroyed by fire, and all their plea-
sant things were laid waste, including
many precious mementoes of friends
whom they had left in England. This
was a great loss and a severe trial to
them, but they were enabled to say in
the language which afterwards became
the motto and the comfort of her life,
¢ The Lord will provide.”

In October, 1846, Mr. Day, who was °

one of the deacons of the Brantford
church, and a lay preacher, died, leav-
ing her with a family of .small children
dependent upon her for their support ;
and not long after, her youngest son,
Henry, was laid in the grave beside his
father. For nearly thirty years she
wore the weeds of widowhood, but * her
Maker was her Lusband.”

'To meet the requirements of her fam-

ily, she was obliged to return to what :

was indeed her favourite ocenpation, of
teaching, for which the Lord had given

her special qualifications, and to this ;

she may be said to have devoted herself
for the rest of her life. Several times,
in her late years, her friends, feariny
that the labour was too great for her
strength, tried to induce her to abandon
her work, and for a few months she did
so. But teaching had become second na-
ture to her, and she felt that she mast
teach, and so she did, until within a few




198

weeks of her death. In this way she
gought not unly to gain a livelihood for
herself and family, but to train her pu-
pils in the knowicdge of divine things,
and bring them to Christ ; and many
there are in Brautford, and elsewhere,
who will forever have reason to bless God
for the instruction they received in her
huble schoul.  deveral times have her
y pupils, and their fitends ‘‘surprised ”
f her with jresents and testimonials of
) varwus kinds, in token of their ap-
| preciation of her instructions and inter-
| est in their behalf ; the last of these
being a purse, given to her about two
years ago, containing $240.

In the advanceweut of the cause of
God, and especially of the Congrega-
tional Church in Brantford, Mrs. Day
always felt the warmest interest. For
thirty-eignt years it was her chief joy
to see it prosper, and her greatest grief
to see it languish, In times of dissen-
{ sion or division, like Eli’s, her ‘¢ heart
| trembled for the ark of God,” and the
i last words she spoke to the writer, re-
Intive to the arrangements for her fune-
ral, as he stoud beside her dying bed,
showed how deep and tender was her
desire for the peace and prusperity of
both the churches in Branuord.

She was specially interested in the
Maternal Association, which she was
chiefly instrumental in organizing, and
carrying on, having acted as its Presi-
dent for many ycars. She had anin-
tense sympathy for young mothers in
all their difficultics and responsibilities,
and she longed tu bring them to Him
who alone could give them wisdom and
grace to bear them.

The end of so beautiful and nseful a
life could unly bLe in harmony with her
whole career.

““The chamber where the good man meets

his fate

Is privileged beyond the common walk

Of virtuous life, quite in the vergeof hea-

ven.” )
It was so in her case. The attitude of
hersoul was like that of goud old Jacob,
as he lay expecting the summons into
his Father’s presence,—“1 have waited
for thy salvation, O Lord.”

The end came slowly but without any
alarm to her trustful spirit. She knew
whom she had believed. To any expres-
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sions of anxiety on the part of her fam-
ily that she might yet be spared a little
longer to them. she usually replied, “I'm
guing home ;” ‘“‘don’s pray fur my re-
covery ; do give me up!” Her one de-
sire was ‘‘to depart, and to be with
Christ, which is far better.”

On hearing that her son had been
summoned tn come immediately, and
that she was rapidly sinking, the writer,
fearing that he would not be able to see
her again in the flesh, sent her a message
of love, and asked that 1 Cor. xv. 57
be read to her. But before the passage
could be turned up, she remembered the
words, and said, ‘“ Oh ! that is the verse
I have been living on all the morning,—
‘ Thanks be unto God who giveth us
the victory., through our Lord Jesus
Christ.””

She was always of a remarkably thank-
ful dispusition, and was so even awmid
great physical prostration and suffering.
‘“See,” she said, as we stood by her
bedside, ‘“the Lord has given me more
than I can ask or think; my sm has
come, and two of my grandsons, and now
you are come ; ‘ Lord, nuw lettest Thou
thy servant departiu peace ! ” One week
more and her prayer was granted. She
pasied away without a struggle, and lit-
erally ¢ fell asleep.,” Her parting words
to almost every one who came to see her
were,—** Cleave to Jesus !”

Her remains were carried to the
church she loved so well, where a large
company, cf all classes, awaited them to
pay her their last tribute of respect and
affection, and where the writer, her for-
mer pastor, tried to gather up the les-
sons of her singularly beautiful and use-
ful life, from the verse he had sent her
in his message the week before. *“ She
rests from her labours, and her works
do follow her.” May her pupils and
her friends all remember the words she
spake unto them while she was yet pre-
sent with them.,

J W,

HENRY WILKES SHERRILL.

Died, in Troy, N.Y., on the 28th of
September, 1875, Henry Wilkes Sherrill,
youngest son of the Rev. E. J. Sherrill,
late of Eaton, Quebec, aged 28 years.
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A brief notice of the deceased in the
Troy Times, of September 29, says of
him :(—

¢ In the death of Henry W. Sherrill
the community luses an honest, upright
and zealous Christian worker, as well
asa most exemplary young man. He
was first and foremost in the good works
of the Fifth Street Presbyterian cougre-
gation, was active in the young people’s
meetings, the gavl meetings, and the
meetings in the county house. He was
superintendent of the Sunday School at
the O1phan Asylumn, and mainly through
his efforts the children were furnished
with a library, and with many other
comforty He had lived in this city
many years. It will be a difficult mat-
ter to fill his place. It is doubtful if
any one can be found to attempt it, as
his sphere was peculiarly one of his own
making.” One who knew him well says
of him :—

¢ Unfurtunate it is for ithe church,
and not less so for the world at large,
that so varely we may record a life so
truly nuble and so thoroughly devoted
to the cause of humanity and religion.
Life with him was a synonyme for acti-
vity ; an activity that utilizes all the
best powers of man’s nature, subduing
all thelowor pewers of himself, making
them subservient rather than dominant.
Such has been the careful training of
himself, assisted, no doubt, by his na-
tural temperament, that his life could
not be said to be one-sided,unless that be
to be a great and telling power for good
in the world. His wasa well-rounded,
symmetrical life. Diligent and careful
in business, genial and open-hearted in
society, modest and unassuming in his
manners, watchful in his attention to the

199

poor, the sick, theconvictoroutcast,sym-
pathetic with misery in all its forms,
abounding in charities, loving even to
tenderness his friends, pure minded, and
above all with the highest devotion to
the cause of the Master whom he served
so faithfully and weli; could these be
the evidence of anything but agreat and
noble life? Who are his mourners ?
Ask the children of the Sabbath Schrol
where he worked so long! Ask the
church upon whose rolls his name stands
an ornament ! Askthe Young People’s
Christian  Union, over which for so
many years he has been called to pre-
side ; ask the convicts at the county
gaols ; ask the miserable inmates of the
county alms house ; ask the old ladies of
the Presbyterian Church Home ; ask the
inmates of the orphan asylum, whom he
has taught by precept and example for
years ; ask the business mnen with whom
he has been associated so long—and from
oneand all will come the wail of sorrow
that a dear friend has gone. By words we
can pay but a poor tribute to his memo-
ry. The sorrowing, bleeding hearts of
his loving friends can alone know the
fullest meaning of his early removal.
Twenty-eight years is but a short life,
measured by years; but measured by
what that life has accomplished, eternity
alone can reveal its duration.”

[In common with many warmly at-
tached friends, we deeply sympathise
with brother Sherrill and his family, in
the early removal of so excellent a son
and brother ; vf whom, however, we
have the blessed assurance that such are
“not lost, but gone before.”—Ed.(.I.]

BHome wd School,

A REVIVAL HYMN.

Ye new-born souls, your voices raise—
Join to proclaim a Saviour’s praise ;
Tell how He woke His saints to pray,
1 And gave us this revival day.

Oh ! it was cold, and dark, and drear,
Till God, the Comforter, came near ;
Rent the thick cloud of gloom away,
And gave us this revival day.

Oh ! sinners cast your weapons down ;
Ye lukewarm, rouse—your folly own—
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Tell to the world how blest are they
‘Who share in a revival day.

What enmity we felt within,

Torture and strife—the fruit of sin,—
Ere our proud hearts stooped to obey,
And welcome this revival day.

Daughters of Zion ! sons of God !
Rise with melodious songs abroad ;
And chant aloud Jehovah's praise,
Who gives us these revival days.

Oh ! Father, Son, and Holy Ghost—
One God in Whom we all may trust—
Take not the Heavenly Dove away,

Nor shorten this revival day.
ANON.

Middleville, 6ith Nov., 1875.

For the Canadian Independent.
HIDE A MULTITUDE OF SINS.

Some time ago I knew two brothers.
With the elder I had often happy con-
verse as we walked, talking of the good
way in the past, of work, and of pro-
spects. The other did not seem so
lively a Christian, but joined in when
we had a ““sing,” and came up in com-
pany to our little prayer and con-
ference circle.

A few days ago P., who was also of
our circle of friends in that distant
city, said, in a conversation about a
debauchee, ‘Do you remember those
two brothers ?  Well, the younger was
a slave to drink.” I started. T re-
called something of a worn look about
the features, but had never heard a
word of complaint frum anyone, nor the
faintest reproachful look on the elder
brother’s face. ¢ Yes,” said P., ‘““only
three knew besides the two, one of
these three was the younger’s chum
during the elder’s long journey to a
distance, and a strong faithful friend he
was. The other two of us who knew
were very intimate friends. But it was
sad. The elder brother had a terrible
time. The younger seemed to have lost
all power. He seemed to try honestly
to avoid the evil but in vain.” My
thoughts turned to the elder. He was
of feeble budy, naturally so, and, also,
through sickness.  And because of this
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invalid state, he was often obliged to
lay all work aside for days. Fancy how
this trial must have wearied him ! But
I never saw any signs from him that his
brother brought sucl, trouble to him.,
By no words, by no laoks, did he ever
bring to me such a suspicion.  Surely
his love covered a multitude of sins.

For that love of his wonld be a
treasure, an honoured thing in the eyes
of the weaker one, to stir him on to
fight more and more earnestly that he
might requite that love.

Then this covering love saved the
brother from the feeling of disgrace
which would have discouraged and
weakened him.

Then, again, it prevented us who did
not know from giving up brotherly in-
tercourse. Alas! such giving up does
take place, and how evil it is. We
were prevented, too, from wearing looks
that might have discouraged. And
more, one friend, who did know, seems
almost to have lost heart to hope,
because he knew all. We who did not
know could keep on our brotherly coun-
sellings.

Moreover, that elder brother rises
up in my mind now as having love, as
fulfilling Christ’s law, as showing me
Christ in a man now, and leads me on.
Go thou and do likewise.—ADAGE.

The example of the poor widow
spoken of in the Gospel r :ord, whose
contribution of two mites Jesus declared
to be more than all the gifts of the rich,
for that ¢“ all they did cast in of their ab-
undance, while she of her want did cast
in all that she had, even all her living,”
has been foliowed in every age by many
children of poverty, in whose hearts the
love of God and of humanity was might-
ier than the consciousness of earthly
need. How like the widow whom Jesus
commended was that poor coloured
woman who brought a contribution of
ten cents to the missionary cause, and,
on being asked if she could afford it, re-
plied : *‘Yes, to-day I can. Yesterday
I thought I mus’keep it to get medicine ;
but I done miss my chill.”  How true it
is that some of the sweetest flowers blos-
som very near to the ground !




