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On the Road to Bethlechem

1 gat me up to Bethlehem
To see a wonder rare;

(Meheard it rumoured far and near
The Promised Prince was there).

1 gat me up to Bethlehem
To find the Blessed Babe;
(Foretold by old-time saints to be
A lost world’s _utrolaba).

R, 1803

I gat me up to Bethlehem
All uncompanioned I
(A miracle! A miracle !
A mocking crowd was nigh!)

1 gat me up to Bethlehem,

No sound the silence stirred;
But on a sudden, like a roar,

“ Hail, King of Jews!” I heard.

I gat me up to Bethlehem—
I trow 'twas somewhat far—
And 1 had wine to cheer, but ah,
I tasted vinegar!

1 gat me up to Bethlehem;
How chanced it I should see
Where never yet a hill upreared,
A hill called Calvary?

I gat me up to Bethlehem
Te the little King;
(Meseewed I saw upon the way
A cross where felons swing).

I gat me up to Bethlehem
With saddened heart, I ween,

For well I knew upon that road
Prophetic sights I'd seen.

—Susie M. Best.
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The Blessed Life.

HE next half year will be spent in
T the consecutive study of the life
of our Lord. For six months the
schools of Christendom will be studying
that Matchless Life as it never was gtud-
ied before in all the centuries since
Christ came to save the world.
“And I if 1 be lifted up,” said our
Lord, “will draw all men unto me.”
Never was he so lifted up in all lands,
and among all peoples as he will be dur-
ing the next half year. In the crowded
cities and the rural hamlet, amid the
teeming populations of the great mission
centres of Indian and China, and in the
lonely outposts and frontiers of Christen-
dom, tiiat holy life, the work and words

of our Lord, shall be pondered as they
never were before.

Assuredly the Divine and Eternal
Spirit, the source of all illumination, will
seal these holy truths upon myriads of
souls, will lead to a consecration of the
young life of Christendom, to loyal love
and service to him who gave his life for
us.

What a grand opportunity to walk in
the very footsteps of our blessed Lord,
to lean like John upon his bosom, te
drink deeply of Iis spirit, to be con-
formed to his image. One of the great
books of the ages which has moulded the
thought and life of Christendom is the
“ Imitation of Christ,” by Thomas a'
Kempis. Let us each write our Imita-
tion of Christ by the thoughtful, loving
study of his life and conformity to his
will.

Lessons for 1904,

In the first six months the life and
work of Christ from birth to resurrection
will be studied, such lessons having
been selected as will enable us to fol-
low the deeds and teachings of the Lord
Jesus as recorded by the first three
evangelists,

Such a survey of our Lord's life must
prove most beneficial, as it will bring us
into the companionship of our Lord and
impress upon us his work of redemption
afresh. We should also be inspired by
his example and teaching to renewed en-
deavour to lead a life of goodness and
holiness. We should also be encouraged
by the contemplation of his patience,
readiness to help, and ability to aid, to
continue joyfully in our Christian life
with its duties, confident that he, who
was so gracious, is the same now and
will never fail to hear our prayers and
enable us to triumph.

One of the remarkable features, in con-
nection with the Bible lessons as out-
lined by the International Committee,
has been the extraordinary interest
shown in the study of the Old Testa-
ment lessons, beginning July, 1901, with
the Creation. The lessons, with few
exceptions, have been judiciously chosen.
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and historical have
been wisely prominent. Religious
truth has been clothed in flesh
and blood. Abstract truth has its place,
but incarnate truth appeals to the aver-
age child and man. Error, too, as seen
in the failures of men and women who
have sinned and broken Gods law, is
strong in its impression and vividly sets
forth the consequences of sin.

These studies from the Old Testament
are to be continued. The last six
months of 1904 will be occupied with les-
sons from the Old Testament. The
Third Quarter deals with the events
from the death of Solomon to the death
of Elijah ; the Fourth Quarter from the
death of Elijah to Isalah. The lessons
are richly historical and biographical
and will also admit of graded treatment.

The Lessons for 1704 are, therefore,
unusually promising. They can be
made the basis of most effective religious
teaching. However, let it be remem-
bered that much will depend upon the
individual teacher and his preparation.
No system has been, or ever will be,
devised that does, or will do, away with
the painstaking preparation of the
teacher and his tactful instruction. The
efficiency of the work of the Sunday-
school at the last is a question of the
efficiency of the teacher—The Augsburg
Teacher.

The biographical

Lessor Helps for 1904.

The testimony of experienced teachers
is that no help is more valuable for the
study of the life of our Lord than a
Harmony of the Gospels. The a. an-
tages of such a Harmony, or Monotes-
saron, will be shown by the following
extracts from an article by Prof. Amos
R. Wells, in The Sunday School Times:

“Far above concordance, Bible index,
Bible dictionary, I count the monotes-
saron the very best help to Bible study.
The monotessaron, it might be paren-
thetically remarked for the benefit of the
lexicon-lazy folk, is a harmony of the
Four Gospels, so arranged as to make one
conti and lete story, in Serip-
ture words alone. Speaking for one, I
may say that through recent first
acquaintance with a monotessaron, that
Matchless Life has shone upon me with
an entire splendour of beauty and
majesty before unimagined.”

There are several Harmonies from $1.00
to $1.560. One of the most serviceable is
that by W. H. Withrow. (Toronto: Wil-
liam Briggs). Price 50 cents.

A Christmas Offering to Missions

“And opening their treasures, they
offered unto Him gifts ; gold, frankin-
cense, and myrrh.” (In the year 4
B.C)

One hundred million dollars, it is
estimated, are spent annually by the
people of Christian lands for Christmas
presents to one another. Other esti-
mates place the figure at three hundred
millions and more. Surely it would be
pleasing to him whose birth at Christ-
mas time we celebrate if the Christian
Church would supplement this one hun-
dred million dollars or more of personal
expenditure with an offering of at least
one million dollars for the world-wide
preclamation of the Gospel.

Twelve leading missionary boards are
uniting tarough the Young People’s Mis-
slonary Movement in a campaign to
secure a generous free-will offering from
the Christian Church during the coming
Christmas season.

A Christmas-box artistically litho-
graphed in six colors and goid will be
provided to receive the gifts.

During the weeks immediately preced-
ing Christmas, as presents are being
purchased for friends and relatives, this
Christmas-box placed in the homes, will
be a reminder of the debt of gratitude
owed to the truest and best of Friends,
and the question will come, what offer-
ing car we make that will be most pleas-
ing to him who gave himself for a lost
world 7

These gift boxes will be placed in the
homes through the pastors, acting as
representatives of the denominational
missionary boards.

It is requested that prayer be offered
daily by individuals and by family
groups in behalf of this offering. It is
urged also that the ministry of interces-
sion be supplemented by a ministry of
sacrifice.

Pastors are invited to speak on Novem-
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ber 29th, on the propriety of bringing
gifts to Christ at Christmas time.

Promimnence will be given to the Christ-
mas offering in the missionary and
religious press during the months of
November and December. As a fitting
close to the campaign a programme will
be provided for use on Christmas even-
ing or the Sunday following Christmas,
at which time the offering may be
drought into the treasury and dedicated
to the Master's service.

The hearty personal co-operation of
all pastors and all Christian workers will
guarantee a missionary gift that will
honor him who said :

“ As my Father hath sent me into the
world even so send I you into the
world.”

“ Though he was rich yet for your
sakes he became poor.”

“ Freely ye have received, freely give.”

Methodist Magazine ard Review
for 1904,

LMOST every country in the
world has been exploited and de-
scribed in this magazine, with but

few exceptions. One of these is the com-
paratively little known continent of
South America. It will be a surprise to
many persons to learn from the hand-
somely illustrated articles on Brazil,
Argentina, Chili, and Peru, what vast
and varied and picturesque regions there
are in that great continent. While a
high degree of wealth and material
civilization exists in its great cities, still
the mass of the popu'ation are the most
intensely Romanist of all Catholic peo-
ple. Methodism has made remarkable
advances in education and evangelism
in those lands, which will be the sub-
ject of a series of papers of great inter-
«@st.  Special attention will, however,
we paid to Our Own Country, its roman-
Yic and heroic story, its wonderful pro-
gress, its limitless outlook.

Our readers cannot fail to be pleased
with the bright new cover and largely
increased advertising patronage eof this
number.

Most of the subscriptions to this maga-
zine terminate with the present volume.
We hope our patrons will promptly
renew for themselves and seek %o send
also the subscription of some neighbour
or friend. Of some issues of the year
we have had to print second, or even
third, editions, notably of our Wesley
Bicentenary number, of which nearly
twice our usual circulation was called
for. If we can secure a further circula-
tion of two thousand we will surprise our
friends with the improvement in this
periodical, and will be able also to secure
largely increased advertising patronage.
We hope the preachers, who are our
special agents, and all our friends will
make an earnest effort to give us that
increace. NOW is the best time to
secure subscriptions. The November
and December numbers will be given free
to new subscribers.-

Our full programme will appear in our
January number. Among its chief items
will be articles on New Ontario, The

Front Door of Canada, Trees and Their

Culture, The Romance of Canadian His-
tory, Men of the Empire, Romance of
Commerce, Cycling in Europe, The Bene-
ficence of Science, Mastery of the Pacific,
Man as a Machine, Turkey Seen from
Within, More About Radium. Nearly
all of these will be fully illustrated.
The Departments of Social and Religious
Topics, Character Studies and Skelch:s,
Missionary Sketches, Popular Science,
Current Topics, with numerous Cartoons,
Religious Intelligence, Book Notices,
Rerial and Short Stories, will all be
fully maintained.

Many schools have taken from two to
ten copies at the special rate of $1.60
each, as being cheaper, better, and
fresher than library books. Give it a
trial.

B Ssdls e B e i e B
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Methodist Magazine and Review
for November.

This number is rich in illustrated ar-
ticles, among them : “ The British House
of Commons,” “The Keswick Move-
ment,” * Picturesque Ireland,” and three
illustrated critical studies of much in-
terest—the eccentric artist, J. A. Mec-
Neill Whistler, Rudyard Kipling, and
the Canadian poet, Charles Sangster. “ A
Typical Canadian Camp-Meeting,” by
Dr. Sutherland, our Missionary Secre-
tary, is a vivid picture of an old-time
scene, Dr. J. 8. Ross writes on " The
Wesleyan Movement of the Eighteenth
Century,” the Editor on “The Oxford
Movement " of the Nineteenth, the Rev.
Wm. Harrison on “ The Mechanical Con-
ception of the Universe,” and George E.
Hartwell on *“Our First Martyr in
China,” a story of tragic interest. A
striking poem by Mark Guy Pearse,
“The Local Preacher,” and one by Dr.
Gilder on John Wesley, are both of
unique interest. A strong new ser‘al is
begun, and the November and December
numbers, containing the opening chap-
ters, are offered free to new subscribers.

Toronto : Willlam Briggs. Montreal :
C. W. Coates. Halifax : 8. F. Huestis.
$2.00 a year; $1.00 for six months.

Making Christmas a Burden

With the approaching Christmas sea-
son cannot a word of protest be uttered
against the custom of exchanging gifts
between pupils and teachers ? The
writer was present at the closing of a
school term last year and saw a teacher
open gift after gift piled up on her desk
It was easy to single out those who had
not brought presents by their distressed
and unhappy faces, their sensitive little
hearts feeling as if they were under a
ban for not being able to do as the
others. A sorry beginning for so joy-
ous a season. Even if the gifts are not
brought to the school, but sent direct to
the teachers’ or scholars’ homes, would
it not be better simply to have the good
wishes of the season exchanged, without
the expense and formality of a present ?

I know of one family where the three
children expect to take a gift to each of
their different teachers. They are

asked also each year to bring something
for a donation from the class as a whole.
The same thing is repeated in the
Sunday School, each child giving to each
teacher, and each one also expected in
addition to contribute to some special
charitable object. The father and
mother of these three children each have
Sunday School classes, one of seven
scholars, the other of five. If they pur-
sue the same method in their own classes
and give a remembrance to each pupil
and also contribute to the special object
chosen by each class, the grand total of
the presents given by this one family
would reach the extraordinary number of

twenty-six, aside from the immediate
relatives and friends.
Is it any wonder, therefore, that

Christmas becomes a great financial and
nerve-exhausting  strain ? This s
especially the case when the burden falls
upon the tired mothers, who have to
select the gifts. An overdoing of any-
thing, however good of itself, ceases to
be desirable. In the needless multipli-
cation of Christmas gifts have not many
of us lost the spirit of joyousness and
true thankfulness ? In our absorption
in “ much giving” do we not often for-
get to thank our Heavenly Father for
the Gift of gifts, whose advent we are
supposed to be celebrating ?

A Mother.

The Sweetest Strain.

It matters not to a heart in tune
With a certain old melodious strain;
If days be dark, or days be light,
For it knows that sunshine follows the
rain,
That sufferance long and a patience sweet
Is the clearest note in the hymn of

raise,
That love, rich love, is the tenderest note
Which the pure heart sings to the God
of days.

It matters not to a heart in tune
WitL the sweetest note in this joyous
strain,
If echoing hearts the air prolong
Or if love return to itself again.
There can be no jar, the best is done,
' has kept the measure, and held the

ey,
.ud love bestowed without love's return
Is the sweetest note in its minstrelsy.
—MRs. 8. E. KENNEDY.




Christmas Festivities

By Amos R. WerLLs,
Author of * Sunday-School Success,” etc.,

M I wrong in thinking that I see a
gradual drawing away from
Christmas celebrations in the

Sunday School ? I hope I am. Teachers
and officers, however, are very likely to
shrink from the labour involved, to re-
member past turmoils, and to devise
some makeshift of a celebration that is
no pride to themselves or satisfaction to
the children.

For the children, bless them ! are not
weary of these things. The glittering
tree and the jovial Santa still fascinate
them as they fascinated my own well-
remembered boyhood, when they formed
the sparkling cynosure of the entire year.
And it seems a pity, since so much pleas-
ure can be given so easily to so many,
to minimize it or do away with it alto-
gether.

I say “so easily,” though I am well
aware that the adverb will arouse sar-
castic smiles. But I belleve we make
far too much fuss over our Christmas re-
joicings, losing in multiplicity of parade
the beautiful, simple lesson of the Ad-
vent. An ideal Christmas celebration
may be purchased at little cost of money.
time or strength. No one person, and no
few persons, should be allowed to bear
the burden of it, but it should be divided
among many. Where the Sunday School
is small by all means neighbouring
schools or the schools of the entire town
should unite for the festival, and thus
put in practice that evening one of the
chief teachings of Christmas. Divide the
work among many committees, each
with a responsible head. Let one group
plan the decorations, let a committee ob-
tain the evergreen boughs, another
fashion the wreaths, another put them
in place. Set a committee to arrange the
singing. Set another committee over the
ushering. The tree, the exercise, the
presents—divide the work into little
parcels, and then no back will break. Be-
sides, far more good will be gained if
many are thus interested in the celebra-
tion than if only a few receive the re-
wards of service. And if any superin-
tendent says it is easier to do the thing
himself than to superintend so many,
u:( him the meaning of the name of his
office.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

The matter of time will do much to
decide whether the celebration is dreaded
or anticipated with pleasure. Most of
such festivals are sadly overcrowded.
Time carefully each exercise, making
generous allowance for “ getting up and
sitting down,” for coming in and going
out, and for the unexpected hitches that
are sure to come. Leave liberal gaps, as
men leave gaps between connecting rail-
way rails, because heat expands. Re-
hearse everything, and “get a good
ready.” Insist on promptness. Set the
hour early, and let people know you will
begin at the hour, though only ten are
there. Then, keep your word. Close
early, before the fidgets come. “Early
heginning and early to close, and oh,
how successfully everything goes!”

Our Christmas celebrations should be,
as far as possible, a re-embodiment of the
Advent Day itself. There are four
simple elements ~f that great event, and
if we introduce hose four elements into
our Christmas exercises, they will be
well-rounded.  attractive and fruitful.
There is:

Firsf, 1 rd; the thought of the star;
the elem .. of worship.

Second, downward; the angels’ song of
good will ; the element of charity.

Third, inward; the manger and its
blessedness; the element of rejoicing.

Fourth, outward; the magi and their
offerings; the element of gifts.

1. Upward. Who has not attended
Christmas festivals that might as well
have been festivals in honour of Mercury
or Juno ? The real thought of Christ-
mas has scarcely entered at all into the
celebration. I have seen an evening’s
Christmas entertainment in a Sunday
School that was based entirely on the
Brownies; another year, entirely on the
characters of Mother Goose's melodies !

Now I believe that the Christmas con-
cert should be a gain to the religious life
of every participant and auditor. I would
precede it, on Christmas morning, with
an early morning prayer-meeting—a sun-
rise prayer-meeting. Such a meeting has
been held annually in my own church; it
is very largely attended, by young and
old, and scores take part. It gives a
spiritual tone to the entire day. It is the
best possible preparation for Christmas
evening.

At the very outset of the evening's ex-
ercises, make plain the predominant pur-
pose of the gathering—that it is to exalt
the Saviour of men. Get the most elo-
quent speaker obtainable to present the
theme, briefly but most winsomely. And
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I would follow this with several short,
simple prayers in swift succession. One
of these prayers may well be given in
brief, easy sentences, or parts of sent-
ences, which t(he children, even the
youngest, will repeat after the speaker,
all heads being bowed.

Having in some such ways as these
gained the upward look, next make sure
of:

2. Downward. I have known Sunday
Schools that gave up, by vote, their
Christmas festivities, especially the gift
part, in order to use the money for the
pleasure and comfort of poor children.
This spirit of self-denial can be culti-
vated in other ways, throughout the year,
and in our wellto-do Sunday Schools it
is not necessary to abandon the Sunday
School ‘“treat” in order to get the ele-
ment of charity into the ceiebration.

In some way, however, this element
must be incorporated. Make a strong
appeal to the parents. Ask them to give
each child a chance to earn something
to give to the poor at Christmas. Do not
consider your festival in commemoration
of the Christ-child a success unless each
of his chilldren has brought something
of his own, though only a stick of candy,
to give away to Christ’s other, less fortu-
nate, children. And then let the scholars
deliver these gifts in person, going about

in groups under the conduct of their
elders.
3. Inward. Christmas affords an un-

exampled opportunity to exalt the church
in the children’s minds as the centre of
joy, even of jollity. As I remember my
own boyhood (and I'm a good deal of a
boy still!) and as I watch other child-
ren, I conclude that the Christmas jollity
centres in Santa and the tree. Who tires
of the tree ? Who wants to bring in the
gifts in prosaic wicker baskets ? Never
the children. Who wearies of jovial St.
Nicholas ? The grown-ups that must
wear the wig and furs, and for one short
evening unbend their precious dignity:
not the children. Why, I saw once in a
department store a Santa Claus writing
in a book the Christmas wishes of the
boys and girls as they came up and re-
vealed them—the surliest fellow, as to
eyes, voice and evident spirit, 1 ever
saw, a fellow with no heart at all for his
blessed task; and yet the dear children
flocked around him like hees to a bunch
of old-fashioned phlox. It must have
been the long white beard.

Have a tree, if it is only a stick; have
a Santa Claus, if he is only a stick. Get
a Santa who will omit the cheap jokes

and exalt Christ.
fun.

Much of this is true also of the Christ-
mas * exercise,” or “cantata,” or “ con-
cert,” or what you choose to call it. Cir-
cumstances differ so widely that I cannot
name for you good exercises, though that
would be a useful service. Your best plan
is to send for samples galore, and make
your choice. You will have ample range.
Santa has been exploited in every pos-
sible phase. They have even gone on to
Mrs. Santa and Santa junior, and Santa’s
sisters and cousins and aunts. A good
exercise will introduce the element of
surprise, it will not give the children
much acting to do, it will be simple and
rememberable, and it will contribute un-
mistakably to the genuine Christmas
spirit; it will exalt Christ. Sometimes
you can get best results by using the
best parts of more than one exercise,

It is not at all necessary always to send
away for an exercise in order to have a
thoroughly successful Christmas cele-
bration. Make your own. Advertise it
as an original exercise, and you will in-
crease the interest considerably.,

One home-made exercige might be
called “ The Lighting of the Tree.” The
tree will be all ready for lighting, and
will be in view as the audience gathers,
but the lighting of each candle will come
as a response to some appropriate Secrip-
ture verse repeated by a scholar, or some
Christmmas poem recited, or some Christ-
mas song sung. Not until the last child
has made his contribution will the tree
shine out in its full beauty. Of course,
mf pastor will draw a little moral from

S,

But don't leave out the

Another home-made exercise mi, ht
called “Christmas Questions.” It gwou'l,:ia
consist merely of a series of questions
and answers, the former propounded by
the superintendent and the latter given
by the children. Now a single child
would reply, now a class in concert, now
the whole school. Now the answer
would come in the form of a Bible verse,
now as a stanza of a hymn, now as a
poem recited, now as a bit of description
read. As to the questions, they should
cover the Christmas story, and whatever,
growing out of it, the superintendent and
teachers wish to bring out. For example,
“Where was Jesus born ?” would be
answered, possibly, by the singing of
Phillips Brooks’ beautiful hymn, “ O lit-
tle town of Bethlehem !” “ What great
men came to find the infant Jesus ?”
would be answered by the recitation of
Longfellow's poem, “ The Three Kings,”
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and by an abstract of Henry Van Dyke's
story, “ The Other Wise Man.” The plan
gives unlimited range to the ingenuity
and skill of whoever may prepare the ex-
ercise.

A variation of this exercise may con-
sist of brief addresses (limited to three
minutes) by different persons, each ad-
dress to end in a question, and each ques-
tion to be answered by a song. There
may be a choir of children hidden behind
a curtain, or two choirs thus hidden at
the ends of the room, singing antiphon-
ally. For example, after a brief descrip-
tion of the scene at Bethlchem when the
angels sang, introduce the question,
“ What did they sing about ?” which the
children will answer by singing softly E.
H. Sears’ lovely hymn, “It came upon
the midnight clear.” After a little talk
on the theme of the refusal to receive
Mary at the inn, ask: “ Would you treat
the Lord Jesus in that way ?”

4. Outward. Just a word, in con-
clusion, as to the school *“treat,” the
presents for the children. Probably
every Sunday School has by this time
seen the necessity of forbidding a gen-
eral receipt and disbursement of gifts.
Some parents are sure to take the oppor-
tunity for vulgar display. I have been
present at Christmas entertainments
when almost every alternate name called
out belonged to a certain family, and
their pew became filled with parcels al-
most to a level with its railing. The
children enjoy watching for their names
to be called, and with a brisk Santa the
operation need not be tedious; but it is a
wise school that prevents heartburnings
by ruling that, for the sake of the poorer
children, each scholar shall receive no
more than one gift, in addition to the
school treat of candy, nuts and fruit,
And then, by shrewd management among
the generous, see to it that not the poor-
est child fails to receive this second gift.

But cultivate at this season among the
members of the church and school the
lovely spirit of giving. Urge them to
prepare gifts for others than relatives
and nearest friends—for the lonely, for
the sick, for the ugly, for non-Christians,
for those that do not expect it. Organize
among the children an 8. 8. S.— Santa’s
Secret Service. Arm this messenger
corps with printed receipt-books, and be
sure that each receipt, when signed, is
returned to the giver; but provide for
secrecy if the giver desires to remain
unknown, This kindly mystery, this jolly
unselfishness, is of the very heart of
Christmas.—The Pilgrim Teacher.

The Dream of the Innkeeper's Wife

“ Because there was no room for them in
the inn.”

The childless mother rose from sleep
While yet there was no light,

And thrust aside the casement wide
With hands that shook from fright,

And leaned far out, and all about
A wild storm tore the night.

* Oh, but this dream hath pierced my
heart;
Since I was lain in bed
Methought mine own dead little son,
Who never word hath said,
Stood at my knee and spake to me
As one uncomforted.

“* And, mother, oh, my mother,” he said,
‘The night is dread and drear,
But, housed and warm from hurt and
storm,
Ye sleep and know no fear;
Though in the wold one cried with cold,
Ye did not hark nor hear.

“*And staunch and strong thy roof-tree

EN
And filled my father’s inn,

And every guest hath food and rest,
Yet this night through their din

Soft at thy door did one implore
Who entrance could not win,

“‘ And mother, oh, my mother,’ he said
‘Go take the linen fine

Where onetime I did softly lie,
The pillow that was mine,

For sick and sore on thy stable floor
One travails 'mongst the kine.

“What was it of a star he spake ?
My thoughts are shifting sand;
What else T heard fell strange and
blurred,
I might not understand;
Yet did it seem not all a dream.”
Her head dropped on her hand.

“Yea, of a child new-born he spake;
And this were truth, full fain

Were to fleet through wind and sleet
To where my kine are lain,

If on my breast could there be pressed
A little head again.
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“Nay, let me to my weary bed
And bid the thought go by,”

She bent her head; the tears she shed
Fell swift and silently.

And v'vhlle .nhe w;apt a 'great 'star léapt
And flamed across the sky.
—Theodosia Garrison, in December Cen-
tury.

Is the Sunday School Doing Its Best ?

Frequently it is declared that the Sun-
day School is not doing its best. Well,
what human institution is doing its
best ? It may not be doing its best, and
yet be doing much good. Hence we
should not be discouraged but should try
to do better work. The India Sunday
School Journal thus answers the ques-
tion, Is the Sunday School doing its
best ?

No, the Sunday School is not doing its
best; for it is a God-given institution
cemmitted to man’s hands, and it would
be difficult to point to any such institu-
tion on_the pages of history that can be
confidedtly written down as having done
“its best.” A Sunday School where
every teacher and every officer, fifty-two
Sundays and three hundred and thirteen
week days in a year, is doing his and her
best ! There would be a new Pentecost
in that town, or village, or city, or coun-
try district. Is your Sunday Schol
doing its best, teacher, superintendent,
scholar ? Is your particular corner, or
class, or share of work, doing its best ?
If not, why not ?—$, 8. Journal,

When, twenty-six years ago, Mr. Brock-
way began his famous prison reform
work at Elmira, he declared it as his be-
lief that about twenty per cent. of the
men were incorrigible. Some time after-
ward he said he was not so sure about
twenty per cent.—he had then a list of
ten whom he could send to Auburn
(where Incorrigibles are sent), but he
was giving them another chance. In a
few weeks two of the men had shown
decided improvement ; a few weeks more
and the entire list had disappeared on
account of improvement. The way this

wonderful work is done is to find out
it possible the one thing that appeals
to the man, and not try to run them all
through the same mold.—S. 8. Journal,

I will be with Thee.

BY PHILIP B. STRONG.

When thou passest through the waters,
When through rivers thou dost go,

I, thy God, will walk beside thee,
Over thee they shall not flow !

Lo, that promise, precious, proven,
True in distant decades dead,

Standeth fast to-day, forever—
Heart of mine, be comforted !

Better God amid the swellings
Of some Jordan-tide of woe,

Than without him earth’s best gladness
Through a lengthened life to know.

A Christmas Song.

BY MARY A. LATHRURY,

Over the hills of Bethlehem,
A white star hung one night;

The low, gray walls of the little town
All lay in a silver light.

Over the hills of Bethlehem
Three wise men came from afar ;
‘“Where is the baby King,” they said,
““Who leadeth us by his star ?”

Over the walls of Bethlehem
The great, white star hung low;
And they found the King on a manger
throne,
And the kine in a kneeling row.

Around the Baby of Bethlehem
The heavens omce touched the earth,
And choirs of angels came thronging
down,
To carol the Saviour's birth.

Oh, where is the cradle of Bethlehem ?
And where is the baby King ?
Thy heart, dear child, is the cradle
throne,
And around it the angels sing.

And the King—the stars are under his
feet,

All worlds are within his hand,
And when thou art grown in the grace
of him.
Thy heart ~it shall understand.




Book Notices.

“ Faces Toward the Light,” by Sylvanus
Stall, D.D. Cloth, gilt top, 310 pages,
$1.00 net. The Vir Publishing Com-
pany, Philadelphia and London. Wil-
liam Briggs, Toronto, Canada.

Dr. Stall's ned devotional work is writ-
ten in a bright and terse manner, which
makes it exceedingly helpful and remark-
ably suggestive. The short chapters and
pungent paragraphs are packed with spir-
itual truths that awaken the thought,
move the heart, and bless and benefit the
reader. It is intellectually suggestive,
spiritually helpful, and its reading will
prove conducive to a higher plane of
Christian living. Dr. Stall displays the
rare faculty of engaging and holding the
attention of the reader by a captivating
style, from the very beginning of the last
page, and of arousing and quickening the
conscience to better thoughts and deeds.

“The Story of the Churches.” The
Methodists. By John Alfred Faulk-
ner, D.D. New York: The Baker
& Taylor Co. Toronto: William
Briggs. Pp. 264, Price, $1.00.

This series of books is intended to
give a concise and clear sketch of the
history of the several denominations of
Christendom. The books on the Pres-
byterians and the Baptists have already
appeared, the most recent edition, that
on the Methodists, will be read with
special interest during this bicentennial
year. It is written in animated and
popular style, it traces the rise and de-
velopment of Methodism in the Old
World and the New, its territorial ex-
pansion and progress in education,
material resources, missionary enter-
prise. A score of pages is devoted to
a brief resume of Canadian history.
British Methodism is recognized as the
mother of churches, but some of her
numerous offspring had better remain in
the old home than break up into so
many and often estranged divisions.
Canada has set the world the first and
brightest example of the reunion of
these severed branches. The book is
an inspiring one, specially suitable for
study by our young people.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

“The Apostle Paul.” By Alexander
Whyte, D.D. Edinburgh and Lon-
don : Oliphant, Anderson & Ferrier.
Toronto : William Briggs. Pp. 231.
Price, $1.25.

Our recent studies in the life of St.
Paul give special interest to this new
volume on the great anostle. Dr.
Whyte has won a high reputation as a
writer. His ‘“Bunyan Characters”
have reached the twenty-first thousand,
any many other books have been remark-
ably popular. He describes in his own
vivacious way many aspects of St. Paul’s
life as a student, as a preacher, a pastor,
a controversialist, a man of prayer, the
chief of sinners, an evangelical mystie,
Paul the aged, and the like. Paul's
thorn in the flesh has been the subject
of many speculations. Some think that
it was epilepsy, others an affection of
the eyes, others one of the persistent
fevers of Asia Minor, others his remorse
for his persecution of the Christians.
Dr. Whyte shrewdly remarks, “To he
told even by St. Paul himself just what
that thorn was would not bring us one
atom of benefit ; but if I have a thorn
in my own flesh and if I know what it
is and why it is there and what I am
to do for it that would be one of the
divinest discoveries in the world to me,
that will be to the salvation of my own
soul.”

“The Children’s Year.” Fifty-two Short
Addresses to Boys and Girls. By
J. Morgan Gibson. Author of “ The
Gospel of Fatherhood,” ete. Man-
chester : James Robinson. Toronto:
William Briggs. Pp. x-270. Price,
2s 6d.

The place of the child in the Church
is being recognized as never before.
Provision for their teaching and training
is an obvious duty, yet preaching to
children is often a difficult task. This
book will show how the difficulty may
be overcome. For every week in the
year the author has an admirable study.
Among the attractive topics are, Coming
to Jesus, Growing Up, Wasted Sundays,
Springtime, Flowers and Birds, The
White Sunday, Nagging and Bullying,
Nutting, God’s Voice, God's Gifts, Our
Shepherd, Christmas Stocking. The
Young folk will read these addresses
with avidity, and the old folk may learn
much in child-training therefrom.
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The Star and the Song

O star that saw the Saviour’s birth,
Still doth thy glory light the earth,
And not alone the wise men heed,
And follow wher its splendors lead ;
From north to south, from east to west,
The weary nations join the quest,
And lift from longing hearts the plea,
“The world’s Redeemer! Where is
He ?”

O song of angels, clear and sweet,
The tongues of men your notes repeat !
Your heavenly promise soars and swells
In every chime of Christian bells,
‘ Peace on the earth, good-will to men,”
In deeds of mercy speaks again,
And love, with precious sacrifice,
Leads where the world’s Redeemer lies.

—Emily Huntington Miller,
School Times.

in Sunday

LESSONS AND GOLDEN TEXTS—FOURTH QUARTER.

Studies in the Oid T from 8 to 8ol
Lesson 1, Oot. 4.—Davip Brixas ve THE ARk, 2 Lesson 8. Nov, 22.—Tur Cukss or StroNe DRiNk.
Sam. 6:1-12. Btudy vs. 1-19, Commit vs, 11,12, (Read gWorld'l Temperance Lesson.) Prov, 1 1; 28: 20,
1 Chron. ohs, 18, 15, 16; also 2 Sam. 6: 17-256.) GoLDEN 1, 20-35, Commit 28: 290-82, Gouss Text: Prov, 20 : )
Taxr: Pa 84: 4, lessed are they that dwell in thy  Wine is a mocker,

house.

2. Oct, 11.—~Gon's Covanant wirh Davip, £ Sam, 7: 4-
18. Study vs. 1-20. Commit vs. 8, 9. (Com, 1 Chron.
17 and Ps. 89. Read 2 Sam chs. 8-10.) GoupkN Texr:
2 Sam. 7: 16, Thy throne shall be established for ever.

3. Oct. 18.—Davin's CoxrussioN. Ps 61: 1-17. Study
ve. 1-10, Commit vs. 14, (Read 1 Sam. chs. 11, i2)
3::0-. Texr: P, 61:10. Create in me a clean heart, O

4. Oct. 26.—DAVID'S Joy Over FoRraIveNEss. Ps. 82,
Commit vs. 6.7. (Read Rom. chs, 4, 6.) Goupen Texr:
Ps.31:1. Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven,

whose sin is cot L

5. Nov. 1 AVID AND ABSALOM. 2 Sam. 15: 1-12,
Study va. 1-28. Commit ve, 4-6. (Read 2 Sam, chs. 18,
14.) Goubex Texr: Ex. 20:12. Honour thy father lnli
thy mother : that t.h&cddnyu may be long upon the land
which the Lord thy giveth thee,

6. Nov. 8.—DavVID'S GRIEF OVkR ABsaLoM. 2 Sam. 18:
24-38, Commit ve. 81-33, (Read 2 Sam. chs., 15-20,)
Goupxn Tuxr: Prov. 17: 25. A foolish son is a grief to
bis father.

7. Nov. 15.~DAviD's TRusT IN Gop, Ps, 28. Commit
2. 18, Gouors Texr: Ps. 23:1. The Lord is my shep-
berd ; I shall not want,

9. Nov. 20.—DAvID's Cuarer 10 SoLoMoN, 1 Chron.
28:1-10, Commit vs, 9, 10, (Read 1 Chron, chs. ll-lﬂ,}
GoLpex Texr: Prov. 8: 5. Trust in the Lord with
thine heart,

10. Dec. 6.—SoLomox's Wiss Croice, 1 Kings 8: 4-16.
Study 3:1-16; 4: 20-34, Commit vs. 12, 18, (Read 1
Kings chs, 1 Compare 1 Chron, chs. 57.) Gouomx
Trxt: Prov. 9:10. The fear of the Lord is the beginning

wisdom,
1L Dee. 18.—Tug DEDICATION oF THE TEMrLR, 1 KI.T
8:1-11, 62, 63. Study vs. 1-30, 62, 63, Commit vs, 9-11.
g:.ud 1 Kings chs. 6.5 ; 2 Ohron, chs. 6-7.) GoLpxN Trxt:

. 122: 1. 1 was glad when they said unto me, Let us
&0 into the house of the Lord,

12, Dec. 20.—Tur QUERN or Suksa Visirs SoLoMon.
1 Kings 10:1-10. Study vs, 1-13, Commit vs. 69, (

1 Kings chs. 9-11. Compare 2 Chron, chs, 8,9.) Gouoms
Texr: Prov, 20 : 2. When the righteous are in authority,
the people rejoice.

Or, Tae Biktd or Cumisr. (Christmas Lesson.) Matt.
2: 112, Commit v, 10, 11. (;
GoupeN Texr: Matt. 1:21,
Jesus : for he shall save his

18. Dec, 27.—REvIiEw. ( Ps. 103.) Gouuen Taxr:
Ps. 103:17. The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting
to everlasting upon them that fear him,

le from Lheir sins,

ORDER OF SERVICES—FOURTH QUARTER.

OPENING SERVICE,

1, Swaxoe.
1. Rusroxsive Sexrences, (Prov. 15, 26-83.]
‘The thoughts of the wicked are an abom-
ination to the Loo :
But the of the pure are pleasant

words,
He that is greedy of gain troubleth his
own house ;

use ;
But he that hateth shall live,
The heart of the righteous studieth to
answer :
But the mouth of the wicked poureth out
evil thi

The Lorp 3’;& from the wicked :

But he heareth the prayerof the righteous,

The .'I‘I,M of the eyes rejoiceth the heart :
& » good bones

HE

report maketh the
‘The ear that heareth the reproof of lite
lbldtthlmonfmwhl.
&mc;t“umh nstruction despiseth his
own 3
But he that heareth reproof getteth
The fear of the LoRD i the instruction of
And 'honour i humility.

HUEd

1IL. 8iNaiNe.
IV. Tue TN COMMANDMENTS, OR THE APOSTLES' OREad,
V. Pravan, followed by the Lord's Prayer in conoert,
VL Sineine,
LESSON SERVICE.

L Cuass S1upy or THE Lrssox,

1L Siveine Lrzsson Hyux,
111 Rscrrarion or ml'l.'m.-mmt-'l‘mwh
IV. REVIEW AND APPLICATION OF {nbnuby Pastor or

V. Avpimionan Lzssow.
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Tnteenational Bible Lessons.

FOURTH QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.

LESSON X. Solomon’s Wise Choice.

[Dec. 6.

GOLDEN TEXT. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. Prov. 9. 10,

Avurnorizep VERSION.

[Study also 1 Kings 3. 1-3; 4. 20-34. Read
1 Kings chapters 1 to 4. Compare
2 Chron. 1.]

1 Kings 3. 4-15. 3.

4 And the king went to Gib'e-on to sacrifice
there; for that was the great high place: a
thmmand burnt offerings did Sol’o-mon offer
upon that altar,

5 In Gib'e-on the Lorp appeared to Sol’o-
mon in a dream by night: and God said, Ask
what 1 shall give thee.

G And Sol’o-mon said, Thou hast showed un-
to thy servant Da'vid my father great mercy,
according as he walked before thee in truth,
and in righteousness, and in uprightness of
heart with thee; and thou hast kept for him
this great kindnm«. that thou hast given him
a son to sit on his throne, as if is this day.

7 And now, O Lorp my God, thou hast made
thy servant king instead of Da'vid my father:
and I am but a little child: I know not how
to go out or come in,

8 And thy servant is in the midst of thy
people whic! I thou hast chosen, a great pmpln.
that cannot be numbered nor counted for mul-
titude.

9 Oive therefore thy servant an understand-
ing heart to judge thy people, that I mn‘\, dis-
cern between good and bad: for who is able to
judge this thy =o great a people?

10 And the speech pleased the Torp, that
Sol’o-mon had asked this thing.

11 And God said unto him, Because thon
hast asked this !hlnf. and hast not asked for
(hyself long life: neither hast asked riches for

yself, nor hast asked the life of thine ene-
mfen' but hast asked for thyself understanding
to discern judgment

12 Behold, T have done according to thy
words: lo, T have given thee a wise and an
understanding heart; so that there was none
like thee before thee, neither after thee shall
any arise like unto thee,

13 And T have also given thee that which
thou hast not asked, both riches, and honor:
50 that there shall not be any among the kings
like unto thee all thy days.

14 And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to
keeg) my statutes and my commandments, as thy
8 er Da’vid did walk, then T will lengthen

- thy days.

[ Commiit tomemory verses 12, 1

ReviseEn VERstoN.*

4 And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice
there; for that was the great high place: a
thousand burnt offerings did Solomon offer
upon that altar. 5. In Gibeon Jehovah ap-
peared to Solomon in a dream by night; and
God said, Ask what I shall give thee. 6 And
Solomon said, Thou hast showed unto thy sery-
ant David my father great loving-kindness,
according as he walked before thee in truth,
and in righteousness, and in uprightness of
heart with thee; and thou hast kept for him
this great loving-kindness, tMat thou hast given
him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day.
T And now, O Jehovah my God, thou hast made
thy servant king instead of David my father:
and I am but a little child; I know not how
to go out or come in. 8 And thy servant is
in the midst of thy people which thou hast
chosen, a great people, that cannot be num-
bered nor counted for multitude. 9 Give thy
servant therefore an understanding heart to
judge thy people, that T may discern between
good and evil; for who is able to judge this
thy great people?

10 And the speech pleased the Lord, that
Solomon had asked this thing. 11 And God
said unto him, Because thou hast asked this
thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life,
neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast
asked the life of thine enemies, but hast asked
for thyself understanding to discern justice;
12 Behold, I have done according to thy word:
lo, T have given thee a wise and an under-
standing heart: so that there hath been none
like thee before thee, neither after thee shall
any arise like unto thee. 13 And I have also
given thee that which thou hast not asked,
both riches and honor, so that there shall not
be any among the kings like unto thee, all thy
days. 14 And if thou wilt walk in my ways,
to keep my statutes and my commandments, as
thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen

."hn Revised Version, copyright 1901, by _homas Nelgon
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15 And Sol'o-mon awoke; and, behold, it was
a dream. And he came to Je-ru'sa-lem, and
stood efore the ark of the covenanmt of the
Lowo, and offered up burnt offerings, and of-
fered peace offerings, and made a feast v all
his servants.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER, 845

thy days. 15 And Solomon awoke; and, be-
hold, it was a dream: and he came to Jeru-
salem, and stood before the ark of the covenant
of Jehovah, and offered up burnt offerings, and
offered peace offerings, and made a feast to all
his servants.

Time.—About B, C. 1015 (Usher). Places.
—1. Gibeon, about six miles north of Jeru-
salem. 2. Mount Zion, in Jerusalem,

Home Readings.
M. Solomon's Wise Choice, 1 King;
1'u. Choice of Moses. Heb. 11. 17
W. Joshua's decision. Josh, 24, 1-1
Th. Value of wisdom. Job 28, 12

F. What profit! Matt. 16, 21-28,
S, The principal thing. I'rov. 4. 1-13.

8. The first choice. Matt, 6. 25-34,

Lessor Hymas,

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 231,
Oh, happy day that fixed my choice
On thee, my Saviour and my God !
Well may this glowing heart rejoice,
And tell its raptures all abroad.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 233,
Oh, what shall I do my Saviour to praise,
So faithful and true, so plenteous in grace,
So strong to deliver, so good to redeem,
The weakest believer that hangs upon him !

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 439,
Take time to be holy,
Speak oft with thy Lord ;
Abide in him always,
And feed on his word,

Questions for Senior Scholars.

1. The Sacrifice at Gibeon (v. 4).—Why did
Solomon go to Gibeon to sacrifice? What of-
fering did he make to Jehovah? Where was
the ark of the covenant? Where were the taber-
nacle and brazen altar? How long had Solo-
mon been king?

2. God's Offer (v. 5).—Who had appeared
to Solomon in a dream? What did he offer?
To what degree is this offer made to each of us?
What are our Lord’s words about everyone that
asketh and seeketh and knocketh? What is the
reasonable attitude of Christians toward dreams
to-day?

3." Nolomon’s Request (v. G-9).—What did
Solomon carefully acknowledge? What was
David's crowning blessing? How had David
walked before the Lord? Tow can this state-

ment be reconciled with what we know of Da-
vid's wr loing? Did Sol feel ¢

to perform his kingly tasks? What did he ask
for? Could he have made a wider request?

4. God's Answer (v. 10-14).—How did the
Lord regard Solomon's request?  What three
desirable things had Solomon not asked for?
What promise did God make about Solomon’s
wise and understanding heart? What blessing
did he add? What two blessings did he add un-
conditionally? What conditional blessing did he
promise? Where did Solomon return? Why
did he worship before the ark after he wor-
shiped before the tabernacle?

5. The Feast at Jerusalem (v, 15).—To
what place did Solomon return? Why did he
repeat his sacrifices to Jehovah? Before what
sacred symbol did he offer burnt offerings and
peace offerings?

O : for Int di Sehol

b4

1. The Choice of Solomon (v. 4-9).—Who
went with Solomon to Gibeon? Why did they
go there? What sacrifices were offered? How
did God appear to Solomon? What was said to
the king? What acknowledgments did Solomon
make? What did he ask for? For what pur-
pose?

2. God's Answer to Solomon (v. 10-15).—
How did God regard Solomon’s request? What
was granted to him? What preeminence was he
to have? Upon what was long life to depend?
What further religious services were held?

Questions for Younger Scholars.

How long did David reign over his people?
Who was king in his place? Was he a good
king? Whom did he try to be like? Iow was
he different? Where did David offer his sac-
rifices? Why should Solomon have done so too?
What high place was the greatest? What were
set up there? What came to Solomon there?
A vision. Who spoke to him? What did. he
say? What did Solomon ask? Did this please
the Lord? What did he tell Solomon? What
did Solomon gain? Threc things more than he

asked. What did Solomon do when he came |
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home to Jerusalem? What should we seek first?  rifices to Giod before the ark? 6. What is our
The kingdom of God. GOLbEN TEXT? “The fear,” ete.

The Condensed Review.

Church Catechism.
1. What did God say to Solomon in a dream b "
by night? “Ask what I shall give thee.” 52, What is the Church of Christ? A Church
2. For what did Solomon ask? An wunder- in any place is & body of faithful men among
standing I;cc:rt. ’lal: How ('I.idp'(}od d"’";‘l"el So;u- whom the divinely-appointed ordinances are main-
mon’s reply? “The speec eased the Lord.” & ¥ -,
4. What did God also give Solomon in addi- tained in all things na.celnry to the same; and
tion to wisdom? Riches and honor. 5. What the Church universal is the whole body of true

did Solomon do when he awoke? Offered sac-  believers in every age and place.

THE LESSON OUTLINE,
Essentials of True Prayer.

I. FArTa 1IN Gop's PROMISES. L REACHING OUT AFTER GOD'S IDEALS.
Ask what I shall give thee. v. 5. Giive thy servant an understanding heart.
Thus saith the Lord, Ask me, and. ...com- 7. 9.
mand ye me, Isa. 45. 11, Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his

righteousness. Matt. 6. 33,
If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of

All things whatsoever ye ask in prayer
lieving, ye shall receive. Matt. 21.

11. CONSCIOUSNESS OF UNWORTHINESS. God. James 1. 5.
I am but a little child: I know not how. IV, ACCORDANCE WITH THE WILL OF Gon.
5 The speech pleased the Lord. v. 10,

Except ye become as little children, ye shall When a man's ways please the Lord, he
not enter into the kingdom of heaven. maketh even his enemies to be at peace
Matt. 18. 3. with him, Prov. 16, 7.

1 am not worthy of the least of all the Without faith it is impossible to please
mercies thou hast showed. Gen, 32, 10, Him. THeb. 11. 6.

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

David is now dead, and Solomon is firmly seated on the throne of Judah and Israel. The Hebrew nation
takes rank with the great powers of the world ; its king makes alliance with Egypt and marries Pharaoh’s
daughter, and all his affairs are ordered on a scale of magnificence unexampled in Hebrew history. A
unique governmental organization contrived by David is now brought to perfection, and great public enter-
prises are undertaken with financial resources which for the time being appear almost unlimited. The walls
of Millo, begun by David--a massive structure for the defe of the capital st be completed @ for the use
of Pharaoh’s daughter a palace must be built ; for 8olomon himself, according to Oriental precedent, a new
palatial home is demanded ; while the need of a central house of worship is felt as never before. All these
works promptly are undertaken. We read also of the building by royal decree of fortified cities, such as
Gezer, Baalath, the two Bethhorons, Hazor, Megiddo, and Tadmor ; of the construction of arsenals, castles,
and docks ; of the building of a fleet at Ezion-geber ; of the breeding of studs, and the organization of
cavalry and chariot forces ; and of the development of commerce along many lines. But most of these
doings were innovations; and discontent early asserted itself. While, on the one hand, the population
was greatly increased, and silver and gold became plentiful beyond all precedent, especially in Jerusalem ;
on the other hand, a large share of the nation came to feel itself unjustly burdened by the cost of the royal
establishment and by these public works. The precise order of events is uncertain ; but there are indica-
tions that from the beginning of his reign Solomon was hated by some of his subjects while enthusiastically
supported by others. We catch glimpses of at least two problems which at the outset confronted him.
The religious forces of the nation were in need of unification and organization ; while, apy y, the
judicial fi i of the hy long had been neglected. * Who is sufficient for these things?  From

eur lesson text we gather that the ruling thought in 8olomon’s 1aind was the need of divine gnidance, Full
of desire for wisdom—especially that he might be able to admin ster justice—he goes to the most famons
holy place of the land, Gibeon, and there celebrates his accessio ‘o the throne by the offering of great sac-
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rifices before the ancient tabernacle, There God says 10 him, ‘‘ Ask what 1 shall give thee.” When the
wonderful offer was made to Solomon he remembered that ‘ Wisdom is the principal thing" (Prov. 4. 7,
and that ““ the Lord giveth wisdom "’ (Prov. 2. 6 ; and he made a choice which * pleased the Lord.”

Verse 4. T'he king went to Gibeon. An an-
cient city, once the capital of the Hivites, be-
tween five and six miles northwest of Jerusalem.
It commanded the pass of Beth-horon, and has
been called ‘“‘the gate to central Palestine.”
El-jib, a small village, is its present represen-
tative. T'o sacrifice there. And thus to take
leading part in the national religious festival
which was to inaugurate his reign.  From
Chronicles we learn that the tribal chieftains
and government officials had been assembled at
Jerusalem to escort the king to Gibeon. That
was the great high place. The most prominent
of the traditional holy places of Palestine. Here
were the remains of the tabernacle made by
Moses in the wilderness, and of the brazen altar,
five hundred years old. And here, as well as
before the ark in Jerusalem, public worship was
regularly maintained. A thousand burnt offer-
ings. Sacrifices in which all the flesh of the
victims was consumed on the altar. Did Solo-
mon offer upon the altar, At this time (verse
#) Solomon “loved Jehovah, and walked in the
statutes of David.,” The Hebrew tense indicates
that the services were conducted through suc-
cessive days. Nowhere in the Bible is special
credit given to an offering because of its large-
ness. The prophet Samuel was content to sac-
rifice one animal. Solomon was not one thou-
sand times as religious as Samuel, only one
thousand times as pompous,

5. In Gibeon the Lord [“Tehovah™] appeared
to Solomon. A real manifestation of God: what
is called by scholars “a theophany.” In a dream.
In dreaming one’s intellectual powers are torpid,
while one’s imagination is alert. The most
frivolous dreams, therefore, properly regarded,
are full of meaning; for the fancies of nighttime
are apt to be as correct revelations of char-
acteristic inclinations as most of the words or
deeds of waking hours. The common tendeney
to force a special meaning from dreams springs
from and tends to harmful superstition.  But
important moral messages come to our souls
through dreams as readily as through music or
through color. “Solomon worshiped God by
day,” says Bishop Hall, “so God appeared to
Solomon by night”—probably the night follow-
ing the days of his great offerings. (iod said,
Ask what I shall give thee. A wonderful offer
—which, however, is measurably pr d to

tifying. In the old story King Midas wished
that everything he touched might turn to gold.
His desire was granted. And forthwith his
couch turned to gold, and was too hard to repose
upon; his food turned to gold and could not be
eaten ; his weapons were changed to gold, and
were no longer usable. The wishes of many if
gratified would prove as disastrous.

6-9. “Solomon’s prayer includes an acknowl-
edgment of God's favor, g confession of helpless-
ness, and a request.” For great mercy and
great kindness the Revision gives in each case
“great loving-kindness.” Solomon makes the
goodness of God depend on David's truth [trust-
worthiness |, rightcousness [rightness of stand-
ing], and uprightness of heart [rectitude of
character]; “not that David earned God's lov-
ing-kindness—that would be a contradiction of
terms—but that he responded to it.” [W. J.
Beecher.]  Those who sincerely go to God are
cordially received, and though David's life was
full of sins and blunders, his sincerity of re-
ligious purpose was recognized by God. The
keen appreciation here shown by Solomon of
divine mercy and of moral excellence shows “a
spiritual condition appropriate to ask and to
receive God’s best gifts.” O Lord [*Jehovah”}
my God, thou hast made thy servant king. The
simple creed of dncient Israel saw divine provi-
dence everywhere, (God had placed Solomon on
the throne: he therefore has a right to ask God
to help him to be a just king. In the presence
of his captains and officers and governors Solo-
mon felt himself but « little child with gigantic
tasks committed to him. It is supposed that at
this time he was not much more than twenty
vears of age, Josephus says fourteen. But
youth and inexperience do not detract from his
ambition or purpose; they only make him feel
the need of divine help. I know not how to 90
out or come in.  An idiomatic phrase for con-
duet (see Num. 27. 17: Deut. 31. 2; Josh.
14. 11) : going out represented publie life; com-
ing in, private life. He moves in the midst of
the people, in that “fierce light that beats”
about a throne:" and the people having been

chosen by Jehovah, Solomon feels peculiarly re-
sponsible for their welfare. TIsrael is a great
people that cannot be numbered nor counted for
multitude. The hyperbole is common to all

every youth. What one chooses is a true index
to character. Human choice often is self-stul-

la . The promises of Gen. 13. 16; 15. 5:
32, 12 are now fulfilled. The greatness of the
realm inereased the king's sense of need. Al-
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ready Solomon had to a good degree what he
asked for, an wunderstanding heart (which in
the Revised marginal reading is “a liearing
heart,” a listening heart, attentive to revela-
tion and providence). He asks to be fitted to
judge the people. *“One of the chief functions
of the ancient Oriental monarch was to hear
and decide cases. Judicial, legislative, and ex-
ecutive functions were not so nicely diserimi-
nated as with us.” Who is able to judge.. This
reminds us of P'aul's question, “Who is suffi-
cient for these things?" “Absalom, who was a
fool, wished Limself a judge: Solomon, who was
a wise man, trembles at the undertaking, and
suspects his own fitness."—Matthew Henry.
This thy so great a people. The Revision omits
450, The word for great is not the-same as
that used in verse 8. The margin here substi-
tutes the word *“weighty,” suggesting the bur-
densomeness of the king's responsibilities.

10-14. The speech pleased the Lord. Com-
pare James 1, 5. The word for Lord here is not
the divine name, and therefore does not appear
in capitals. It points to the supreme governor—
King of kings and Lord of lords. Solomon's
choice, though made in a dream, had sprung
from his deepest desires. Instead of asking for
temporal success—long life, riches, the life of
one's enemies—Solomon had asked understand-
ing to discern judgment [“justice™]. Jvery
human being, consciously or not, makes supreme
choice between physical and spiritual good.
Every one's life is an endeayor either toward
secular success or toward spiritual success,
One's character depends upon what one su-
premely seeks. Because thou hast asked this
thing. . . . I have given thee a wise and an
understanding heart. “The choice of wisdom is
itself wise, the choice of goodness is itself good.”
No prayer for that which accords with the will
of God can fail. See 1 John 5. 14. There twas
[“hath been"] none like thee before thee, neither
after thee shall any arise like wunto thee.
Solomon was to be unique in wisdom, and in
temporal prosperity also. Doubtless he had
climbed over his baser self before be was able
to offer this prayer. The added blessings must
have gratified natural desires which he had held

_ in abeyance, We cannot fully understand the

self-renunciation of Solomon's choice until we
have given full valuation to his luxurious,
pompous nature, e had “mortified” many

“deeds of the body” before he was able to pour
out his heart in this request. That which thou
hast not asked. “One's own advantage often
comes when one has forgotten to seek it, in one's
earnestness after something mobler.”

Riches

[Dec. 6.

and honor. These, also, to an unparalieled de-
gree. “Wisdom was given to Solomon because
he did ask it; wealth because he did not."—
Henry. Silver became “as stones” in Jerusa-
lem, and in “the splendid mansions the! rose om
every hand” cedarwood superseded the syca-
more heretofore used. But riches and honor are
not to be taken as a sign of God's pleasure or
his displeasure. On condition of faithful ad-
herence to God's statutes and commandments,
long life also is promised to Solomon. He did
not fulfill the conditions, and died probably be-
fore he was sixty. Riches and honor Solomon
afterward declared to be in Wisdom's left hand,
and length of days in her right hand. There
shall not be any. Margin, “hath not been.” [f
thou wilt walk in my ways. . . as thy father
David walked. Not every detail of David’s life
should be imitated, but its general purpose and
effort was to please God.

15. It was a dream. But not therefore un-
real. The vision vanished, the reality remained.
It had been a real transaction, as Dr. W. H.
Green has said; a real offer had been made by
God; and a profound choice had been made by
Solomon during the hours of sleep. All psy-
chology teaches that no such choice could have
been made during sleeping hours if it had net
been characteristic of waking hours. He came
to Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of the
covenant of the Lord. The anomalous condi-
tion of Israel’s religion at this time compelled
this return journey to Jerusalem and the second
formal offering of - sacrifices. There was no
central sanctuary. The ark was on Mount
Zion, where it had been taken by David, the
altar of burnt offerings in Gibeon ; public service
was observed in both places, and there were two
high priests (2 Sam. 8. 17; 20. 25). Not until
the temple was completed was this duplication
or dualism of religious services set aside. Dr.
Terry believes that Solomon's sacrifice at
Gibeon was the last public service of the kind
held in that place, and that his present act of
worship may be regarded as a public transfer of
sacrificial worship from the wandering unset-
tled tabernacle to its settled abode in Jerusa-
lem. The feast to all his servants may have
served us a sort of coronation banquet, but it
probably was identical with the sacrificial meal
ordained in Deut. 14. 29, to which the Levite,
the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, were
invited. (Comp. 2 Sam. 6. 19; 1 Chron. 16. 3.)
Burnt offerings signified consecration; peace of-
ferings, thanksgiving: both of which were re-
quired in all worship, in the Mosaic as well as
in the Christian dispensation.
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HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

David the great is dead, Solomon, the greater
in some respects, reigns.

It was a magnificent procession, on an aus-
picious morning, when a great company left
Jderusalem for a journey of six miles a little to
the northwest of Jerusalem. The objective
point of the march of this brilliant pageant was
Gibeon, Here was located the old tabernacle,
much worn and much patched, around which
clustered the remarkable history of this re-
markable people. Before the court was located
the large brazen altar, as old as the tabernacle
itself. This was the chief high place, and while
an interdict obtained against worship at high
places, because of the idolatrous practices as-
sociated therewith, this company needed no
apology for its being found there, It came for
the eminent purpose of worshiping Jehovah,
under the leadership of King Solomon, and each
wan and each woman in that immense multi-
tude—for it numbered thousands—felt a thrill
of gratitude and a tinge of deep, true devotion
in being permitted thus to engage. That this
was the condition of mind, while the king is
the immediate beneficiary, is evidenced by the
result.

It was eminently a religious gathering for
religious purposes. It would seem from this
cireumstance, together with the after choice of
Solomon, that he was an extraordinary man, to
begin with, His conceptions were large, mag-
nificent!  Everything must be done on the
grand scale.  One thousand burnt offerings !
What a spectacular exhibit! IHow it must have
impressed the company! What seeming lavish-
ness, and yet evidently acceptable—highly ac-
ceptable—to Jehovah ! Something of the per-
sonality of this king is manifest in this circum-
stance. There stands out very distinetly the
magnificence of the Being he worships, and his
conception of grandeur in reference to hix God
indicates a performance in keeping with his lofty
thought. While it is a dazzling spectacle, it is
to be thought of as purely religious and eleva-
ting. Just such an inference is warranted in the
abasement of the king, when he afterward holds
converse with Jehovah—*I am but a child.”

There is an effort to turn this expression aside
by coloring it with a rhetorical ¢ lexion, It

mon before his special endowment, At the close
of this great day, when curtained about by the
walls of night, not an unusual, but a very
positive, experience goes on.  The king has evi-
dently carried his waking thoughts into his sleep-
ing period, and lives again the scenes of the
day in spite of the limitations of the flesh, The
vision plays before him. He has had a sweet
consciousness of God in his devotions, he has
felt a measure of his blessedness, but now, when
sense is shut, God comes by that private way of
access to all human hearts, whether awake or
asleep, and communes directly with his spirit.
All dreams are not God-inspired, nor God-re-
sulting. But many may be; and many an ele-
ment of character, or quality of experience,
dates its origin from just such a circumstance,
In fact, if you look at this day's service, you
would not be overreaching in sense, or bold in
assumption, if you should expect just such an
eventful night. It is no extraordinary stretch
of faith, but a natural sequence o an intense
mind in unfeigned devotion,

God appears to this man, God had appeared
to him: but now he enters the friendliest of all
relations, and speaks to Solomon as though he
were indebted to him—*“Ask what I shall give
thee.”  What breadth of invitation! What
limitlessness in ability to supply! None but
God dare be so lavish in invitation and so
prodigal in bestowment. Solomon has sacrificed
magnificently ; God responds more magnificently.
Thus Solomon enumerates the things nearest his
heart’s life. A very fine trait of character at
once appears—his reverence for his father Da-
vid. This son is not vain. He does not think
of a disparaging element in the father's charac-
ter. And this lets us into something of David’s
homelife ; for whatever other faults David may
have had he lived with sufficient moral rectitude
and home recognition of God to induce this son
to recount the fact in the presence of God. No
matter how great David may have been, it was
all a product of the greater mercies of God to
him.  More than that, the son recognizes that
his father's prosperity was conditioned on his
obedience to, and observance of, the commands
of God. In fact, Solomon's coming to the throne

ix rhetoric; but the kind that speaks from a
beart in the presence of a divine personality,
and f; ing a grave ibility. On the
other hand, to me, this but evidences the cast,
character, and greatness of the mind of Solo-

was recognized as in the list of these mercles.
While another son of David might have fulfilled
just as readily the prophecy or promises that
his seed should inherit after him, yet it might
not have induced the filial affection and religious
devotion to acknowledge the succession in the
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list of God's mercies, (od was great in mercy.
David was great in effect through that mercy.
Solomon was filial and devout in recognizing
these facts.

Solomon was humble in the presence of God.
He has three conceptions—the vastness of the
trust, the smallness of ability, the largeness
needed for the discharge of the trust. This trio
makes up a great mind; especially if it is in
position, and possessed of sufficient energy to
obtain the needed ability for the discharge of
the great trust. A conception of this order may
make an arrant coward of a man, but not so
Solomon. He is in the presence of God, and
now is his opportunity. Grandly does he em-
brace that privilege. He is so honest in his
abasement that God tells him he “has done just
what he asks.”” Shortly after Solomon being
put to the test he abundantly proves to his be-
holders and satisfies his own consciousness that
God has literally done as he had asked. For
how many things he might have asked !—riches,
fame, victory over enemies, self-aggrandizement
along any line! But all are relegated to the
background. One and opbe only thought is
dominant—that great trust. “Give me ability
to discharge it! Make me equal to the condi-
tions!” is his cry. Even in this he himself does
not appear. It is mot for Solomon. It is to
judge right—to meet the requirements of this
people, and lead them up the heights God has
made possible to them.

We need nothing further to place Solomon in
the front rank of men. When such self-dis-
placement exists God's mercies and gifts flood in
to fill up every vacuity. No wonder, then, that
the sdditional gifts are given—riches, and honor,
and fame, It is true God knew that Solomon
needed this gift; he knew further that he would
ask for it. But he must ask. The asking is part
of the devotional spirit; and he himself becomes
more conscious of the source of his supplies, as
well as becomes an example to the world. “Ask
what I shall give thee.” It is the voice of God
to Solomon. It is the voice of God to every
man. We are not all placed in like circum-
stances to Solomon; but we all need that divine
wisdom. We may have knowledge, but we need
the wisdom that applies the knowledge. We are
warranted in thinking that God will bestow just
as magnificently upon each of us, up to our
need, when we are willing to trust him as did
Solomon.

There was ome conditional gift—length of
days, if he should be obedient to God's statutes
and commandments. This is where the shadow
begins to tinge thie brilliance. Solomon did not

[Dec. 6.

keep them, and so his life was short and his
kingdom became disrupted. He discovers this
is a dream. Yes, it is a dream! But it is one
of those psychological exercises independent of
flesh, or sense exercises, That this is the cuse
observe the after conduct of the man. He goes
to Jerusalem. He seeks out the ark of the
covenant, finding it under the temporary ter.
erected by his father, David, There he sacrifices
more lavishly than on the preceding night.

There are three prominent incidents—a large
religious service, a more remarkable night con:-
munion, a larger religious observance. The re-
lation these hold, as well as the immediate effect
arising out of these incidents, preclude the pos-
sibility of disposing of them in any hurried ov
slighting way. They were fact to him, and fact
in effect to those associated with him.

His equal was neither before, nor after bim,
%o great is this man in tradition and history.
Many illustrations of his greatness might be
given, but this paper is already too long. Our
own blessed Lord had oceasion to point one of
his sayings with a reference to this great king.
when he said that “Solomon in all his glory wax
not arrayed like one of these.” Evidently, the
Jew, even in the Lord's day, looked upon Solo-
mon as the the standard of all excellence. If
the half that is said of him is true, well might
they so think.

This is the beginning of a brilliant, God-
consecrated life; but in spite of the great be-
stowment, and consequent rich promise, what
dreadful failure! Life must begin in consecra-
tion and end in consecration if it is to be suc-
cessful. No measure of ability separated from
God is an assurance, and the smallest with God
may result in magnificent success.

—_—

Prismatic Lights on the Lesson.
BY BISHOP WARREN.
‘““PHE WELL-BALANCED WORLD ON HINGES HUNG.”
There is a crisis in every life.
“Once to every man and nation comes the mo-
ment to decide,
In the strife of Truth with Falsehood, for the
good or evil side.”

There may be more than one. But we can easily
imagine that if a drop of water falling on the
Rocky Mountains could intelligently choose to flow
eastward and had come as far as Lake Winnipeg,
it could mot go to the Pacific Ocean after that

Points: 1. The Lord appeared to him ¢verse
5). This was not the exclusive privilege of Solo-
mon. The Spirit is given to every man to profit
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withal. 2. Ask what I shall give thee, There
are no restrictions.

“Thou art coming to a King,
Large petitions with thee bring ;
For his grace and love are such
Thou canst never ask too much,”

Solomon asked for mears of service, not for self
(verse 9). God gave /' » wisdom asked for, and
every ibl 1 good besid Seek first
the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and
all these things shall be added. The administra-
tion is one in all dispensations,

It is a perpetual proof of the completeness of
God’s forgiveness that Solomon, son of David
and Bath-sheba after their sin, was chosen to be
the greatest king. Peter after his sin is an-
other significant example. The administration
is one,

Who has decided once for all? The elements
of decision are: I am in the midst of great op-
portunities and everlasting responsibilities
(verse 8). I can have God's continual help in
every event of life if I ask a heart to judge be-
tween good and evil for the service of God and
his people. I choose—?

Thoughts for Young People.
“ASK WHAT I SHALL GIVE THEE."

1. Grace. Bolomon's prayer was acceptable
to God (1) because every true and faithful
prayer is so ble, and (2) b of all
prayers he loveth best those that are wholly un-
selfish, those in which all thoughts of self are
absorbed and annihilated in thoughts of him
and of our fellow-men.

2. Providence. Even of things earthly God
says to each of us, “Ask what I shall give thee,”
Our lives may be very much what we choose to
make them. Asking God for gifts at the hands
of time or opportunity does not mean mere ask-
ing; he who asks must, if his prayer is to be
listened to, be sincere in his petition, and if he
be sincere, will naturally and necessarily take
the means which God appoints. Were it not so
—if vice could with a wish yawn into being the
rewards of virtue, if sluggishness could at a
touch appropriate to itself the gifts of toil—then
prayer would corrupt the world. Action, effort,
perseverance—these are the touchstones that test
the pure gold of sincerity.

3. Balvation. Though this be true of earthly
things, it is ten times more indisputably true of
the better and the heavenly, Dost thou love
uprightness? Ask it, will it, and thou shalt be
upright. Dost thou love purity? Ask it, will it,
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and thou shalt be pure. *“Ask what I shall give
thee.” God said it to Solomon in the dim
visions of the night; he says it to us by the
voice of his eternal Son. “KEveryone that asketh
receiveth, and he that seeketh findeth, and to
him that knocketh it shall be opened,” [Farrar.)

Teaching Hints for Int diate Classes,
hing
BY REV. A, H. MC KINNEY.
NOTES.

Our quarter’s study and teaching outline will
be continued through this month as follows (wee
note to the lesson for October 4):

PRELIMINARY.
SURROUNDINGS,
APPROACH.

LESSON TEXT.
MEMORY WORK.
STUDY IN ADVANCE.

PRELIMINARY.

Have the pupils read what they have written
on “The Death of David” and on “David's Char-
acter.,” Recall also what they wrote about
Solomon.

SURROUNDINGS,

Time. Solomon’s reign, 1015 B, C, (or 977
according to some authorities).

Places. Gibeon, six miles north of Jerusalem
(have it pointed out on the map) ; Jerusalem.

Books of Kings. A few minutes should be
spent in locating Kings in reference to the other
books of the Bible. Practice the pupils on
turning rapidly to the various books from Gen-
esis to Second Chronicles inclusive,

APPROACH,

Years ago a boy had to choose between

with unrigh and wisdom with
righteousness. He chose wisdom. He had to
work very hard in order to earn his daily bread.
At the same time he studied diligently in order
to get the knowledge for which he craved seo
much. No time was lost. Day and night he
was either working for his employer or poring
over his books. To-day he has great wisdom,
but he has much more. He occupies an influen-
tial and responsible position which yields him a
fine income, and in addition he is doing a grand
work for the ad of the kingd of

Jesus Christ. (If the teacher can tell a story
like the above concerning some one with whom
he was personally acquainted it will have addi-
tional force as an approach.)
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¢ LESSON TEXT.

* Two pictures may be drawn:

“ 1. The Great Assembly at Gibeon, Picture
the famous hill at Gibeon, with its altar upon
which were sacrificed a thousand burnt offerings.
Ask: Who went up to this sacrifice? (See
2 Chron. 1, 2, and 3.)  What was done with the
flesh of the animals offered?

2. Solomon in a Dream. The teacher should
be ready to answer questions about dreams.
Questions about Solomon, namely, as to his
parentage, his age, his position, his character.
{See last lesson.) Then say: Let us turn to
odr lesson text in order to answer two ques-
tions :

(1) What Did Solomon Ask? Have some one
read aloud verse ®. Explain what is meant by
“understanding heart.”

(2) What Did God Promisc Solomon. Have
seme one read aloud verses 13-15, and have the
pupils print the names of the things promised
to Solomon, namely :

WISDOM,
RICHES,
HONOR,
LONG LIFE.

Finally, picture the young king awaking from
his dream, returning to Jerusalem, and again
making offering unto the Lord.

MEMORY WORK.

Let the pupils summarize the facts of the les-
«on and memogize them as follows:

ASKED WISDOM.

WAS PROMISED
0 0[“0“ WISDOM, RICHES,
HONOR, LONG LIFE.
Have the Golden Text repeated by several.
Explain what “the fear of the Lord” and *“be-
ginning” mean and illustrate. Then ask all

who will promise to do so to make and to print
the following resolve:

I WILL PRAY TUE LORD FOR
WISDOM
THAT I MAY DO RIGHT ALWAYS,

STUDY IN ADVANCE.

Ask the pupils to learn during the week and
te write all they can about Solomon's temple.
Review words, “Choice,” “Wisdom."”

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,
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By Way of Illustration.
BY JENNIE M. BINGIAM,

The Power of Choice. We cannot say, “1 will
be rich,” “I will be great,” but we can say, “'1
will love thee, O Lord.” So far as character is
concerned, the Christian maintains the sov-
ereignty of the will. The astronomer teaches
that the peculiar angle of the earth's axis is the
true cause of the seasons—the sweet spring, the
glowing summer, the ripe autumn, the white
winter; and moreover he tells us that this angle
is determined from within, internal forces exer-
cising more influence in producing the turn of
the earth’s axis than all the external influences
of the planets. So also the determining power
is within the heart of man. It may be thought
that we can no more lift ourselves into charac-
ter than we can lift ourselves by the waistband ;
this metaphor, however, is badly chosen. In the
act of will we plant our feet on God's promises
and grace, and thus we are raised into heavenly
places. The desired goodness is mot willed di-
rectly, but the act of willing fixes the eye on the
promises and power of God, and thus the change
is wrought.—W. L. Watkinson.

“Ask what I shall give thee” This is God's
offer to everyone, “Ask what ye will” is the
universal command. The Saviour upbraids his
disciples that up to that time they had asked
nothing. Darerts have much greater ambition
for their children thau the children have for
themselves, A parent said to his ten-year-old
son, “What do you want father to do for you?”
“Are you a stockholder in the street railway?"”
asked the boy. “Yes.” *“As soon as I am big
enough I wish you would get me a place to be
conductor.,” The father hastened to say, “O, my
son, if you could only understand it, father has
plans for you a thousandfold better than that,
Give up your plan and take mine. [ have
planned college and travel abroad and cvery
preparation for a splendid profession.” We are
bidden to ask for the best and biggest things.

Solomon's Wise Choice. In Shakespeare’s
story of “The Merchant of Venice"” there were
three suitors for the hand of the beautiful Por-
tia. Her father had arranged three jewel cas-
kets, one of gold, one of silver, and one of lead.
The suitors were to choose a casket, and the
suitor who chose a casket containing her por-
trait might have Portia. The first chose the
gold and found within a picture of death and
the inscription, “All that glitters is not gold.”
The second chose silver and found a feol's head
within. Bassanio, the wise man, reflected that
true worth often does not glitter nor appeal to
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the eye on first sight, and so he chose the lead
casket. Ke found fair Portia within, Gold and
silver are not the only things worth choosi
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have wealth and leisure life is too often a laugh,
a song, a whirl of pleasure, a book to dreaw

That which does not glitter may contain the
supreme gift,

The great gift included all other things. “Seek
ye first the kingdom of God and his righteous-
ness, and all these things shall be added unto
you.” That man was wise who was asked by an
oriental king to choose what gift he desired, and
it would be given. He chose the king's daughter,
and this included wealth, position, and event-
ually the kingdom. A man who has come to
prominence in political life said, “I chose Christ
in early manhood, and every good thing bas
come from it—my position in business, my wife
whom I found in a prayer meeting, my friends
and the honors of life,”

Heart Talks on the Lesson,
BY MRS, J. ll. KNOWLES,

Solomon is unique—“none like him before
Lim, neither after him shall any arise like unto
him.”  Yet there are principles underlying his
characteristics and experiences which apply to
present-day times and people. God gave him
riches and wisdom beyond anything most of us
can expect, for reasons we do not kmow. But
as the record of every Bible character is given
for our instruction Solomon may be of great
service to us if we find out the secret of his
success—and of his failures too, for he missed
the mark in later life as conspicuously as he
struck it in his youth. His spirit, when a boy,
was beautiful. He was humble, teachable, eager
for the best, Recognizing the obligation of rev-
erence and worship, he put himself in such an
attitude that God could speak to him,

To every one of us God, in his great love, says,
“Ask what I shall give thee:" but we are so
busy thinking what we can do for ourselves
without regard to God that we miss the grand
opportunities he would offer us. We find it out
too late, when life has disappointed our eager
hopes. The fear of the Lord is the beginning
of wisdom in business or religion. Solomon felt
his responsibility to God. He called himself his
“servant.” e was full of the eagerness of
youth, but he understood there was One who
had a right to command him and to expect from
him a reasonable service. e saw, too, the
serious side of life. It was not mere play.
There was something to do and an account to
be made for the doing.

Great need there is for such conviction in the
minds of young people now! For those who

over, a slipping of r ibility, travel, changes,
anything to “kill time.” O think of killing a
thing so precious, and xo short-lived at best !
And for those who must work to live, 80 often
it is only dreary drudgery with no sense of the
dignity and use of labor and the relation of
every soul to God which lifts toil out of the
commonplace.  Responsibility, accountability—
these are the first principles of true living.
They are not burdensome, nor inconsistent with
the merry heart which belongs to youth, They
are incentives to courageous, earnest, hopeful
activity. Such a view of life gave to the young
king a right estimate of himself, Said one,
“You can tell a self-conceited feNow as soon as
you see him.” “Yes,” was the answer, “You
can tell him, but it's no use, for he thinks he
knows it all.” But the wise young king felt the
need of guidance as everyone does who sees life
in its true light; so he asked for the one thing
which included all fitness to meet responsibility
—and accountability—a hearing heart. Long
life might become a burden; riches might ruin
him if left to himself to manage ; honor would
gratify only until death ended all things earthly.
But a “hearing heart” opened to him all the
treasury of God.

God could confide to such a heart secrets of
wisdom ; could trust it with wealth because it
would seek guidance in its use; honor could be
heaped upon a man with such a heart because
it would not turn his head. You have no ocea-
sion to envy men or women who possess riches
and honor without a hearing heart; but those
who possess these gifts with it are the happy
benefactors of the world. There are others, hap-
piest of all perhaps, who, having neither riches
nor honor, but with a hearing heart, listen to
God’s will and love it better than anything they
could choose for themselves, .

So I think a “hearing heart” is the best we
can ask, and the best that God can give, If
Solomon had kept it the beauty of his youth
would have grown brighter to the end. *“But
he turned away from God to know madness and
folly,” and died a weary and lonely old man,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

The lesson analyzed: God offered a choice to
Solomon (verse 5), the goodness of which offer
was emphasized by God’s mercy to David and
his faithfulness to his promises (verse 6).
Solomon’s humility leads him to a proper choice,
He is modest because of his age (verse 7), and




because of his lack of experience and knowledge
(verse 8), He has a large and great estimate
of the moral responsibilities of his position, and
therefore asks for an ‘“understanding heart”
that he may as supreme governor discern be-
tween good and bad. With this choice God was
pleased (verse 10), and showed his pleasure by
granting Solomon’s request (verse 12) and add-
ing thereto riches and honor (verse 13), and
conditionally long life (verse 14). Verse 15
ends the dream and begins the record of Solo-
mon's waking activities....This lesson is an
historic illustration of our Lord’s dictum con-
cerning little children entering the kingdom of
beaven, ... This lesson inferentially refutes the
current nonsense concerning strenuousness, It
plainly shows that in God's view the thing most
to be desired is not power or wealth, but wis-
dom, and that wisdom is to be reached not by
strenuous endeavor but by reverent attention to
God's commands and practical holy living.
Blackboard.
BY THOMAS G. ROGERS.

RICRES
| MAOMNOR
LOMNG LIFE

LL CLSE
DED

A man's choice indicates his character, for in
the act judgment and desire are concentrated
and voiced with unmistakable clearness, The
offer which Jehovah presents to the young king
is the opportunity of his life, and is purposely

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

-

LESSON XI. The Dedication of the Temple.

[Dec. 18.

given at the time when he is about to assume
the office and duties of kingship. A just con-
ception of his task and its obligations is in Solo-
mon’s mind, and consideration of his father's
career and reflection on God's merciful provi-
dence, have inspired within him a strong desire
to possess that wisdom without which he could
not hope to emulate the one or benefit by the
other, Other considerations are overshadowed
by the thought of the divine blessing. What
wonder that his response to the unconditioned
offer should meet with instant approval and
commendation! The material blessings which
are promised unasked were to be the visible sign
of the favor of Jehovah, but their continuance
was d dent upon the ise of the wisdom
which now he seeks.

Coloring.—"Ask” and “Give,” white, shaded
purple; cross, cream ; plus, red; phrases, yellow
and light blue.

Library References.
BY REV. 8. . AYRES.

Cuorces.—Thayer, Turning Points in Suc-
cessful Careers. DeMotte, Secret of Character
Building, chap. iii. Whedon, Freedom of the
will.

Dreams.—Geikie, Hours with the Bible, vol.
i, page 434. Alexander, Religious Eaperience,
page 102. Ladd, Dogtrine of Sacred Scripture,
vol. ii, pages 420-430. Hastings, Bible Diction-
ary. McClintock and Strong.

GiseoN.—Stanley, Jewish Church, vol. i,
pages 264, 267, 307. Ewald, History of Israel,
Index. Kittel, History of the Hebrews, Index.
Stanley, Palestine, page 212. Robinson, Re-
searches, vol. ii, page 137. Smith, Historical
Geography, pages 210, 232, Bible dictionaries.

SERMONS ON THE LESSON.

Verse H.—Saurin, J., Sermons, vol. viii, page
38.  Verse 8.—S8cott, T., Village Discourses,
page 104, Verse 10.—Payson, E., Works, vol.
iii, page 405.

[Dec. 13.

GOLDEN TEXT. Iwas glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord.
Psa. 122, 1.

AUTHORIZED VERSION.

[Study also verses 12-30, Read 1 Kings chap-
ters 5 to 8: 2 Chron. chapters b to 7.]
1 Kings 8, 1-11, 62, 63.
verses 9-11.]
1 Then Sol’o-mon assembled the elders of
Is‘ra-el, and all the heads of the tribes, the
chief of the fathers of the children of Is‘ra-el,

[ Commiit to memory

RevIsED VERSION.*

1 Then BSolomon assembled the elders of
Israel, and all the heads. of the tribes, the
princes of the fathers’ houses of the children of
Tsrael, unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, to

.'s':nh Revised Version, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson
8.
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unto king Sol’o-mon in Je-ru'sa-lem, that they
might bring up the ark of the covenant of the
Loko out of the city of Da'vid, which is Zi‘on.

2 And all the men of Is'ra-el assembled
themselves unto king Sol’o-mon at the feast in
the month Eth'a-nim, which is the seventh
month,

+ And all the elders of Is'ra-el came, and
the priests took up the ark.

4 And they brought up the ark of the Logp,
and the tabernacle of the congregation, and all
the holy vessels that were in the tabernacle,
even those did the priests and the Le'vites
bring up.

5 And king Sol’o-mon, and all the congrefn-
tion of Is’ra-el, that were assembled unto h g
were with him before the ark, sacrificing sheep
aud oxen, that could not be told nor bered
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bring up the ark of the covenant of Jehovah
out of the city of David, which is Zion. 2 And
all the men of Israel assembled themselves unto
king Solomon at the feast in the month
Ethanim, which is the seventh month. 3 And
all the elders of Israel came, and the priests
took up the ark. 4 And they brought up the
ark of Jehovah, and the tent of meeting, and
all the holy vessels that were in the Tent ;
even these did the priests and the Levites
bring up. 5 And king Solomon and all the
congregation of Israel, that were assembled
unto him, were with him before the ark, sacri-
ficing sheep and oxen, that could not be counted

for multitude.

G And the priests brought in the ark of the
enant of the Lorp unto his place, into the
oracle of the house, to the most holy place,
¢rea under the wings of the cherubims.

7 For the cherubims spread forth their two
wings over the place of the ark, and the cheru-
bims covered the ark and the staves thereof
above,

8 And they drew out the staves, that the
ends of the staves were seen out in the holy
place before the oracle, and they were not seen
without : and there they are unto this day.

9 There was nothing in the ark save the two
tables of stone, which Mo'ses put there at
Ho'reb, when the Lorp made a covenant with
the children of Is'ra-el, when they came out of
the land of K'gypt.

10 And it came to pass, when the priests
were come out of the holy place, that the cloud
filled the house of the Lorp,
< 11 So that the priests could not stand to
minister because of the cloud: for the glory of
the Logp had filled the house of the Logb.

62 And the king, and all Ts'ra-el with him,
offered sacrifice before the Lorp.

63 And Sol’o-mon offered a sacrifice of peace
offerings, which he offered unto the Lorn, two
and twenty thousand oxen, and an hundred
and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and
all the children of Is'ra-el dedicated the house
of the Lorp.

Time.—Very uncertain; not far from B. C.
1000 (Usher). Place.—Mount Moriah, in

Jerusalem.
Home Readings.
. The Dedication of the Temple. 1 Kings
8. 11, 62, 63.

Tw. God's promise fulfilled. 1 Kings 8. 12-21.
W. Bolomon's prayer. 1 Kings 8. 22-30.

Th. A refuge in trouble. 1 Kings 8. 31-40,
F'. Great gladness. 2 Chron. 7. 1-11.

N, God's answer. 2 Chron, 7. 12-22.

8. Joy in God’s house, Psalm 122

nor bered for multitude. 6 And the priests
brought in the ark of the covenant of Jehovah
unto its place, into the oracle of the house, to
the most holy place, even under the wings of
the cherubim. 7 For the cherubim spread forth
their wings over the place of the ark, and the
cherubim covered the ark and the staves
thereof above. 8 And the staves were so long
that the ends of the staves were seen from the
holy place before the oracle; but they were
not seen without: and there they are unto this
day. 9 There was nothing in the ark save the
two tables of stone which Moses put there at
Horeb, when Jehovah made a covenant with
the children of Israel, when they came out
of the land of Egypt. 10 And it came to pass,
when the priests were come out of the holy
place, that the cloud filled the house of Je-
hovah, 11 so that the priests could not stand
to minister by reason of the cloud; for the
glory of Jehovah filled the house of Jehovah.
62 And the king, and all Israel with him,
offered sacrifice before Jehovah. 63 And Solo-
mon offered for the sacrifice of peace offerings,
which he offered unto Jehovah, two and twenty
thousand oxen, and a hundred and twenty
thousand sheep. So the king and all the chil-
dren of Tsrael dedicated the house of Jehovah.

Lesson Hymas,

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 27,
The Church’s one foundation
Is Jesus Christ her Lord ;
She is his new creation
By water and the word.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 224,

My faith looks up to thee,

Thou Lamb of Calvary,
Saviour divine ;

Now hear me while I pray.




New Canadian Hymnal, No. 227,
I’ll praise my Maker while I've breath
Anf:hen uly voice is lost in death, 3
Praise shall employ my nobler powers ;
My days of praise shall ne’er be past.
Questions for Senior Schol,

1. The Transfer of the Ark (v. 1-4),—Where
was the temple? By whom was it built? How
long had it been completed? Why did Solomon
assemble the elders of Israel and the heads of
the tribes? Why was the transfer of the ark
of the covenant a special event of importance?
Why was Zion called the city of David? Where
have we an account of a somewhat similar na-
tional religious movement? In what time of
the year was the month of Ethanim?

2. The Contents of the Ark (v. 5-9).—What
classes of men were delegated to bring up the
ark and the holy vessels? Why were these
tasks assigned to priests and Levites? What
holy characteristic was shown in the sacrifice
of sheep and oxen? What human weakness was
shown by Sol in the ficence with
which he surrounded his worship? What was
the oracle of the house? Explain the difference
between the holy place and the most holy.

3. The Manifestation of Jchovah (v. 10, 11),

" —What happened when the priests came out of
the holy place? What impression did this make
upon the people? What do we learn from verses
12-30 which are omitted from our lesson?

4. The Formal Worship of Jehovah (v. 62,
63).—By what magnificent sacrifice was the
dedication of the house of the Lord completed?
Is it wrong to have worship accompanied by
beauty and the expenditure of wealth?

Ouesti for Int diate Sehal

1. Bringing Up the Ark (v. 15).—What
persons gathered at Jerusalem to take part in
the dedication? What was first done? In what
month did the event take place? How was the
ark carried? What else besides the ark was
taken to the temple that day? What sacrifices
were offered?

2. The Ark Put in its Place (v. 6-11).—
Where was the ark placed? What was done
with the staves? What did the ark contain?
‘What was done when the placing of the ark was
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finished? What sign of God's presence ap-
peared? What effect did it have upon the
priests?

3. The Closing Ceremonies (v, G2, o). —
What part did Solomon take in the exercises?
What sacrifices were offered? What festivities
were held? HMow long did the feasting continue ?

Questions for Younger Scholars,

How long was the temple in building? How
many men were at work? About one hundred
and eighty-five thousand men. Where did many
work? In the forests of Lebanon. Where were
others? In the quarries and warkshops. For
whom was the house prepared? What #ign of his
presence was there? The ark of the covenant.
When did another sign of his presence come into
the temple? After the ark came in. What was
it? A cloud. Who gave the house to God in
a prayer? Have we each a temple to give to
God? Have we given it to him? Who blessed
the people? What were offered to God? What
sacrifices can we offer? What is better than
sacrifice?  Obedience, y

The Condensed Review.

1. What is the GoLbeN TEXT? “I was glad,”
ete. 2. What louse of the Lord had Solomon
prepared? The temple in Jerusalem. 3. What
was in the ark of the Lord? The Ten Com-
mandments on two tables of stone. 4, How did
the Lord manifest his presence? The glory of
the Lord filled the house. 8. Why did Solomon
build the temple? 7That the people should not
only worship God in their hearts but also in his
holy place on the Sabbath. 6. Who joined Solo-
mon in building and dedicating the temple? Al
Israel. i

The Church Catechism,

53. Which, according to Holy Scriptures, are
the ordinances of the Christian Church? Accord-
ing to Holy Scripture, the ordinances of the
Christian Church are Preaching of the Word,
Prayer, Fellowship, the Holy Sacraments, and
Church Discipline.

Acts ii. 41, 42,

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
The Essentials of Public Worship.

1. TiME AND PLACE DEDICATED TO Gob,
The priests brought in the ark to the most
holy place. v. 6,
They that feared the Lord spake often one

to another: and the Lord hearkened, and
heard. Mal. 3. 16,

Upon the first day of the week
disciples came together. Acts 20.

.the
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Il. THE EXALTATION OF THE LAW OF THE
Loro,
Nothing in the ark save the two tables of
stone. v. 9.
The law of thy mouth ix better unto me
than thousands of gold and silver, Psa,
119, 72,
I will delight myself in thy commandments,
which I have loved. Psa. 119, 47,
IN1. SPIRITUALITY IN WoORSHTIP,
T'he glory of the Lord filled the house of the
Lord. v. 11.
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God is a Spirit; and they that worship hinx
wust worship him in spirit and in truth.
John 4. 24,

We all, beholding as in a glass the glory of
the Lord, are changed into the same
image. 2 Cor. 3. 18,

IV. CONSECRATION OF WORLDLY WEALTII,
Lsrael with him, offered sacrifice, v, G2,

God loveth a cheerful giver. 2 Cor, 9. 7.

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a
broken and contrite heart, O God, thou
wilt not despise, - Psa. 51, 17.

EXPLANATORY NOTES,

Our lesson gives an

: 1, Of the prep

1-4); 2. Of the act of dedication (verses 5-9); 8. Of th
worship of Jehovah by sacrifice. Between the third

for the dedication of the completed temple (verses
e cloud of glory (verses 10, 11); 4. Of the formal
and fourth of these divisions come the Additional

8Study Verses (12-30), which record Solomon’s address and prayer. No better introduction can be given of
our lesson than that furnished by this dedicatory prayer. It would be well to secure its careful reading by
every pupil. Other illustrative passages are 2 Chron. chapters 5 and 6, and Psalms 24, 47, 97, and 132, We
should carry in our mind the long process of the construction of the temple, the impressment of foreign

subjects, the levying of heavy taxes mainly (probably) on subj

I and skill furnished

d provinces,

by Hiram of Tyre, the erection in silence of the house until it stood within its courts complete in majestic

beauty. Thore was much to be done in the

of the t ded d by David to the sacred

house, and in perfecting arrangements for its formal dedication, In this service it was fitting for the
whole nation to take part, and so we read of another representative assembly such as that described in
verse 9. Notable among those gathered together are the priests and Levites, who had been reorganized by

David. A

ding to some ch logists the year chosen for the dedication of the temple was the first of

a new century (by Hebrew reckoning), and was a jubilee year.” This cannot be stated positively, but the
month at least was one held sacred to the feast of tabernacles, one of the most joyous festivals of the year,

N 1 hlesai:

& national ion of

hi

d with such thanksgiving and merriment as have

in all ages and nations characterized the * harvest home," By this feast the population of the city was for
the time being enormously increased, When, in addition, we note the assemblage of verse 1, it becomes

evident that it was in the p of an audi
dedicatory prayer.

Verse 1. Solomon assembled the elders of
Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the chief
[“princes”] of the fathers [“fathers’ houses"]
of the children of Isracl. Our notes on verse 9
convey some understanding of the nature of
this representative assemblage. Upon the old
tribal and clannish structure of the nation Da-
vid, in the process of organizing his permanent
wmonarchy, had upreared a new system of
“chiefs,” and the successive assemblages that be-
came characteristic of the later days of David's
and the earlier days of Solomon's reign took
cognizance of both these aristocracies—the
hereditary chieftainships and the royal ap-

‘pointees, All these officers were now gathered

in Jerusalem, which within a few years must
have been greatly increased in population, while
it had been rebuilt in splendor. The purpose
stated Is that they might [“to”] bring up the
ark of the corvenant of the Lord [“Jehovah]

ing the entire nation that Solomon offered his

out of the city of David, which is Zion, That
they might transfer the ark from David's taber-
nacle, on Zion, one of the hills on which Jeru-
salem was built, to Moriah, another of those
hills, on which the temple now stood. But
though this procession is the only one directly
mentioned in our lesson, another of equal im-
portance is implied. The ancient Mosaic taber-
nacle, with its venerable altars, was still in
Gibeon, and these memorials of the religious
past also were now about to be brought to the
temple,

2. All the men of Israel assembled them-
selves. As was usual at this time of the year;
but observe that both of these assemblages
gathered unto king Solomon. The wise monarch
kept himself in the very center of all nationa)
movements, religious and secular. The feast in
the month Ethanim, which is the seventh month,
was, as we have already explained, the Feast of
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Tabernacles, On this occasion it was to be
made subsidiary to the dedication of the temple.

3. All the elders of Israel came, and the
priests took up the ark. The dedicated men,
according to the ancient law, carried the dedi-
cated things, and while doing so were escorted,
for safety and honor, by the secular dignitaries
of the nation.

4. They brought up the ark of the Lord
[“Jehovah”], and the tabernacle of the congre-
gation [“tent of meeting”], and all the holy
vessels that were in the tabernacle [“tent of

. meeting”]. The ark, as we have noted, was

brought from one part of the city to another,
while the tabernacle and its *‘vessels” had been
brought over the hills from Gibeon,

8. King Solomon and all the congregation of
Israel, that were assembled unto him were with
him before the ark. It had not yet been placed
in solemn privacy in the Holy of Holies. Per-
haps as each party of priests and Levites
reached Solomon they stopped and worshiped
God by the rite of sacrifice. Some have sup-
posed that priests were stationed all along the
way to offer sheep and oxen so many that they
could not be told [“counted”] nor numbered for
multitude. The procession was marked by great
display and holy gladness, Singers and trum-
peters, harpers and those who played on cymbals
and psalteries, made music as it advanced.

8. The priests brought in the ark of the cor-
cuant of the Lord [“Jehovah™] unto his [“its”]
place, into the oracle of the house, to the most
holy place. They advanced through the rec-
tangular room called the Ioly Place to which
they only were thereafter to be admitted, and
passed the curtain or “veil” into the Holy of
Holies, which thereafter was to be entered by
none but the high priest, and by him only once a
year. The golden wings of the cherubims were
u panoply for the presence of Jehovah himself—
a Presence unseen, but accepted by faith,

7. This verse is a parenthetical explanation,

HOMILETICAL AND

King David had many ambitions. Not the
least and most laudable of these was a consum-
ing desire to build a house for the indwelling of
his God. It seems to be a cause of constant
complaint, on his part, that he dwelt in a house
of cedar and fir but there was no temple or
dwelling for Jehovah.

God respected this holy desire on the part of
David, but could not consent to his undertak-
ing the work. David was a man of war and
blood ; his hands reeked with the blood of many

[Dec. 18,

The ark was a box, the covering of which, re-
garded as the seat of Jehovah, was called the
mercy seat. The staves were projecting rods by
which it could be carried, for it was a sin to
touch the holy thing.

8. They [the priests] drew out the staves.
The Revised Version is preferable: The staves
were so long that the ends of the staves were
seen from the holy place before the oracle; but
they were mot seen without. This day means,
of course, the time of the compilation of the
book.

9. There was nothing in the ark save the two
tables of stone, which Moses put there at Horel.
None of the precious things bestowed on the
temple by David or Solomon were a tithe so
precious as these two tables of stone, We are
not to think of them as great slabs such as were
pictured by the painters of the Renaissance.
but rather as comparatively small tablets, pos-
sibly resembling in shape the literary :ylinders
of Assyrin. As the priests came out again to
view there was a great burst of music. The
whole assembly joined in some such refrain as
that of Psalm 136, and the act of dedication
was completed. It had consisted of the pre-
senting of the sacrifices, of the placing of the
ark in the mystic darkness of the inner sanc-
tuary, and finally, of the outburst of musical
praise.

10, 11. While the hundred and twenty
priests made music with their trumpets and the
people sang, “For He is good, for his mercy en-
dureth forever,” a mystic splendor filled the
house of the Lord, a cloud of glory which drove
the attendant priests from their places and
broke up the program for the day. All present
recognized that God visibly had taken possession
of his temple,

62, 63. The great sacrifices of peace offer-
ings with which the ceremony closed was on a
scale equal to the other lavish acts of the dedi-
cation.

PRACTICAL NOTES.

people, and God wanted a man of peace to build
his house. He promised David that his son
should build him a house. 8o the next best
thing left to David was to make the largest pos-
sible provision for the erection of this temple at
the hands of his son and successor.

I think a little lesson appears just on the
surface of this incident, o that we, may stop a
minute to look at it. A man may be possessed
of a high, holy ambition for the purposes of
God, and the thought and devotion may be
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pleasing to God, and yet that man, or the cir-
cumstances in which he is placed, may not be
favorable for his accomplishment. All that is
left, while he is not a failure, is to make prepa-
ration fo~ another to do the work. “One soweth
and ansther reapeth, . . . and ye are entered
into their labor.”

In the fourth year of Solomon's reign he be-
gan the erection of this great structure, and
finished it in the eleventh year; so that it re-
quired seven years to build it.

Much might be said of the activity in Jeru-
salem and on the Lebanon hills, and of the com-
pact between King Hiram and Solomon—the
many men the former furnished and the multi-
tude the latter engaged on this work; but my
theme is the dedication of this structure,

The preparation for the dedication—what a
day this was to Israel! What masses of people
were assembled! How gorgeous the festivities!
How the mighty of the nation appeared on this
occasion! There were two companies—one
bringing the ark of the covenant and the sacred
vessels and relics King David had provided and
preserved, from Mount Zion, and the other
bringing the old tabernacle of the congregation
from Gibeon. Everybody was on dress parade,
not only filled with a spirit of national pride,
but in some sense felt a mysterious religious in-
fluence associated with the time. Some of
these people had been days on the march to the
capital. They had been coming from all sec-
tions of the country and taking up their abode
as best they could.

It was the great day of national purification.
All the old high places, or places of worship.
were to be crystallized into this center. Hence-
forth Jerusalem was to be the most sacred place
to these people. In fact, this nation is born into
unit life through this circumstance. When the
processions meet and begin to put in place the
objects of sacred reverence, how rife memory is
in reference to the history of these things!
How that old ark, around which gathered such
memories, must have inflamed their minds!
There was the symbol of the covenant of God,
under which they existed as a nation. There
was the evidence of God’s mysterious dealings
with them. Every item of their peculiar history
was in some way associated with this ark.
What majesty in their steps—in fact, we can
almost hear the footfall as it moves with meas-
ured rhythm toward this to be sacred place.
Heads are bared, hearts bowed, breath abated
as it passes along! It could suggest only one
thing to them, and that was God, and God in
awful nearness !
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When this ark is put in place, what a sense
of relief must be had to know that that sacred,
dreaded thing was in its resting place! Then
the great service properly begins. Solomon has
his musicians and singers in place. They are
ready for whatever service may be asked of
them; but he himself is the chief figure in the
whole performance. The mass of people are
packed in everywhere,

After the priests retire from the Holy Place
the glory of the Lord in form of a great cloud
fills the house, Solomon seeing this, and inter-
preting it to mean the acceptance of the place
for his abode, turns himself about and blesses
the great gathering of people. Then he lifts
heart and voice in prayer to Almighty God to
accept this place of abode and receive these
people as his people. This prayer ought to be
studied by the student and a disposition had
that its spirit might influence his spirit.

verything about this temple is of a symbolic
character, and well it may serve the purpose of
large suggestion to these wondering people.
The ark of the covenant contains the most noted
document of the world—the tables of stone
written by God and given to Moses. All
“Magna Charta” pale into insignificance in con-
trast; and, in fact, they are only possible be-
clluse these tables have existed. These tables
form the basis of the constitution of this people.
They are the basis of all after moral teaching.
Israel never outgrew them; and the world has
never improved on them. They are the meas:re
of the man, and none but the most comprehend-
ing mind ever could have written them, Israel
recognized something of their high character,
but in no sense exhausted their application.

The ark resting in the shadow of the out-
stretched wings of cherubim, the priests having
withdrawn from the Holy Place, the house filled
with the glory of the Lord, it is forever conse-
crated to that Jehovah of power and might.
How futile now would seem the attempt at
dedication! Jehovah has made it sacred and
holy. The sacred presence exceeds the power of
words; and this instance suggests Lincoln’s ad-
dress at Gettysburg, when he asked, “How can
we dedicate with words what already has been
made sacred by deeds and blood?” But Jeho-
vah permits the ceremony to go op, and the
great sacrifice begins, The altar is found too
small, and the space in front of the Ioly of
Holies is cleared and used for the great service,
Through a period of two weeks the service goes
on, and the people remain in rapt devotion,
never tiring in the long but delightful ceremony.
There seems to be a certain oppressiveness in
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the marked manifestation of God, and a degree
of confusion comes upon the people,

There are times when it is necessary to with-
draw from the blazonry of God's presence and
we become but beholders afar off, The profit
of such visitations are not lost on us, but show
us how brilliant God may make himself appear
+to mortal eye. The glory we have seen may be
great, but not comparable with the glory we
may see. This temple in its dedication, to-
gether with the marked appearing of God, is
only illustrative of that other temple, more
magnificent, better fitted for his presence than
even Solomon's—the living body of a humble
son of man. “Know ye not that ye are the
tempie of God?" (1 Cor. 3. 16). “Ye are the
temple of the living God” (2 Cor. 6. 16). What
honor is placed on this poor flesh! How we
ought to make it fit for the indwelling, by such a
dedication, that it would be always clean!
“‘Holy, holy, holy.” ought to be written on every
part of it: for this is the dwelling place of God !

Prismatic Lights on the Lesson.
DEDICATION : GIVEN TO GOD.

Why should things be given to God, who owns
all things? Paui asked aid of the Philippiags,
not because he sought a gift or was in want,
but because fruit might abound to their ac-
count; that (God might supply their every need
according to his glory. There is no richer
scripture than Phil. 4. 10-20, Iow God re-
turns values for value was seen in the last
lesson.

Why should things be given to God? When
he had all time and all the world he gave them
to the children of men with express reservation
that one seventh of the time and one tenth of
the income shonld be his. e established a
mutual interchange. Men were not to be pam-
pered paupers, but were to be fellow-merchants
with God. Only his love and wealth are such
that he is always glad to give men the best of
the bargain; his gold for our brass.

What should be given to God? The best—a
temple of cedar, gold, and precious stones—but
especially the temple of one’s body for a habita-
tion of the Spirit. :

God accepts any offering. Remember the lad
with his five loaves and two fishes (John 6. 9).
How gloriously he accepted the temple (verse
1)!

He adds to every gift; his glory to the temple
stones and gold, food for food to the lad’s lunch,
himself to man's self.

[Dee. 13,
Thoughts for Young People.

FIRST CHRONICLES TWENTY-NINE, ONE.

1. Man needs a place of worship. There is
a sense in which we might without irreverence
almost invert these words, and yet gain rather
than lose their true significance. “The palace
is not for God,” we might even say, as a literal
resting place. It iz for man as the worshiper,
as the servant, as the conscious and devout
adorer, of Him who created him after his own
image; for man as a place of worship which
may reclaim, and purify, and uplift his fallen
nature, which may bring him into communion
with his Father and his God.

2. The building of a church is a great work.
We also may echo the words which the
chronicler places in the mouth of Dayid, and
say that the work he planned was great—grent
in itself, greater in results achieved, outliving
its own ruin and the destruction of Its suc-
cessor, Yet, like all human works, it contained
elements of imperfection, germs of decay, The
very existence of the temple was made the plea
for establishing rival sanctuaries, dedlcated to
another worship than that of Jehovah,

3. The true uses of a church. The second
and the newer temple found no rival, stood
supreme in the nation's heart. But a sevenfold
darker spirit entered into the empty house of
the Jewish church. The material altar received
their superstitious reverence, He who sanctified
the altar was forgotten. In the name of, and as
defenders of, that temple, the temple’s guardians
condemned to death One greater than the temple
~—One who taught his people to look forward to
a worship that should be confined to no temple’s
walls, whose disciple breathed his Master's
spirit when he saw in vision a city of Jerusalem
of which he could say, “I saw no temple there-
in; for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb
are the temple of it.” [Bradley.]

Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes.
PRELIMINARY.

It will be profitable for the teacher to post
himself thoroughly on the development of the
various places of worship in the Old Testament
economy. These were as follows: The altar,
the tabernacle, the temple, the synagogue.

The Christian Church was a development and
u modification of the synagogue rather than of
the temple. Drill the pupils in the above facts,
%o that they may have them in mind as a back-
ground for many things that they are to read

De

and
Just

2

Pi

T
have
shou
ming
the
Her

It
peop
hapy
beau
pare
Why
chur
to ol

for
an o
men
take

8

the
prine
these
place
For

from
pupi!
and
Then
Wha

« Vesse

place

retir|
fillin,
to co
the «

4
an i
plain
wors

H:



nd
pod
old

of
ved
ied

s
ple

e's
s
em
re-

b

et
he
nt

nd
of
ts,
k-

Dee. l?‘.]

and to learn. It is always a great help to know
just where a fact or a truth belongs.

SURROUNDINGS,

Time, 1005 or 965 B. C.(?)

Place.  Jerusalem,

Temple.  Have the pupils read what they
bhave written about the temple. The teacher
should be prepared to remove any confusion of
mind on the part of the learners concerning
the various temples—=Solomon's, Zerubbabel's,
Herod's,

APPROACH,

It is a festive day at the new church, The
people are present in their best clothes and
happiest moods. ‘The building is decorated most
beautifully, and special music has been pre-
pared. Neveral excellent speakers take part.
Why? This is the day for the dedication of the
church. What does that mean? Let us turn
to our

LESSON TEXT
for au account of another dedication. We have
an opportunity to paint a number of pictures of
men in action, in which our Intermediates will
take great interest:

1. The Assembly. Picture the assembling of
the elders, the heads of the tribes, and the
princes of Israel. ¥xplain who are meant by
these various classes of persons. Ask: At what
place did they gather? Unto whom? When?
For what purposes? (Have the answers given
from the epen Bibles in the hands of the
pupils.)

2. The Procession. Describe briefly the ark
and the tabernacle, and picture the processions,
Then ask: What was the ark? What was in it?
What was the tabernacle? What were the holy

- vessels? (See Notes.) Where was the ark

placed

S, The Divine Presence. Ricture the priests
retiring from the Holy Place, and the cloud so
filling the temple that the priests were not able
to continue their ministrations, Explain what
the cloud symbolized.

4. The Sacrifices. Picture the sacrificing of
an immense number of. oxen and sheep, and ex-
plain that that was the prescribed method of
worshiping God in those days.

MEMORY WORK.
Have the pupils print the following :

THE TEMPLE

BUILT BY SOLOMON.
DEDICATED TO GOD.
USED FOR WORSHIP.
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Explain what this outline means, and ask the
pupils to memorize it. Then have all print:

I DEDICATE
MY BODY
AN A TEMPLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

STUDY IN ADVANCE,

Ask the pupils to learn during the week all
they can about the queen of Sheba, and to write
a summary of what they have learned. Review
words, “Temple,” “Body."

Tell the pupils to be sure to bring all their
lesson cards to class on next Sunday.

By Way of Ulustration.

God's Temple. The church is not a clubhouse

where a few can gather to enjoy themselves, It
is not a vestibuled train of parlor cars, express
to heaven on the Sunday railroad, where men
have through tickets and can read their pews-
papers as they roll along, regardless of the
world outside. “A true church is an echo of
God,” says Joseph Cook, *“and the building
should be the fittest instrument for expressing
and repeating that echo.” The church should
stand before the community as the expression to
the world that religion is the most important
thing there,
" TVerses 10, 1. What was more important
than all those grand ceremonies? God's pres-
ence. God among his people with no temple
would have heen far better than a temple and
no God. Just so in our day, a mere charch
building, without the power and presence of
God, is of no avail. It may be that the
splendid edifice only ministers to the pride of
those who have built it. They may think much
of the brick and mortar and the fine organ, and
not realize that the main thing is to have God's
Spirit there. Far better have a log church and
the Holy Spirit present than the most gorgeous
cathedral without that.

As the body without the soul is of small ac-
count, even though it be decked with jewels and
clad in fine textures, so the temple without
God'’s presence would have been of small ac-
count. The story of its dedication never would
have come down to us. An oriental philosopher
once made a man and attempted to make him
stand and walk. After repeated failures he
said, “He needs something inside him that I
cannot make.” 8o God’s presence gave the
temple its value and its significance.




Bk iy ‘ R R S g gt Rkl Lt B 5 i o
862 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER. [Dec. 13, De
The Dedication. “There is nothing abnorma! come when the true worshiper shall worship

or startling in the ceremony of dedication,” says  him in spirit and in truth.” The temple has ‘
Bishop Warren. “Everything remains at its gone to ruin. There are no more sacrifices of tio
best, and in the most normal way. Only its  burnt offerings; your heart and mine is the Da
labor takes a definite direction. The stone of only “meeting place with God,” and Christ is %
the temple remains stone; the gold, gold; but for us the “one perfect and sufficient sacrifice, &
about it plays the halo of the loftiest service.” oblation, and satisfaction.” the
The temple remained for the use of the people The study of the construction of the material 3
after it was given to God. A man's heart and temple interests us the same as any other piece bA
hands remain his in a higher sense than b“‘?"- of architecture, but it has no further value. ten
after they are consecrated to divine service. The study of its spiritual meaning enriches the Ep

They are made to work into higher plans than
he could himself devise. To give to God is to
give to onme's own best self. A father and
mother dedicated their little boy to God. On
his little dress these words were embroidered :
“Given to God.” In that neighborhood at that
time another boy was born for whom no dedica-
tion service was held. The mother said, “We
don’t give our baby to God or to anyone else,
He is ours.”” The dedicated boy grew up to be
the sole support of his parents, giving them
food, shelter, and tenderest care in old age.
The other boy became dissolute and drunken,
an endless source of sorrow and expense to the
parents who thought they were too wise to give
him to God,

Golden Teat. The Necessity of Worship.
Many men build their characters for eternity as
cathedrals were built—the part nearest the
ground finished, but that part which soars
toward heaven, the turrets and the spires, for-
ever incomplete. Many men are mere ware-
houses full of merchandise; the head and the
heart are stuffed with goods. Like those houses
in the lower streets of the city which were once
family dwellings, but are now used for commer-
cial purposes, there are apartments in their
souls which were once tenanted by love and joy
and worship, but they all are deserted now, and
the rooms are filled with earthly and material
things.—H. W. Beecher.

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

Our chief interest in the temple is its spiritual
symbolism. It was a magnificent building. Tts
massive walls dug up from under the dust of
centuries in Jerusalem to-day excite wonder and
admiration. But these, with the golden vessels
and all manner of precious stomes, are things
which pass away. They were not intended to
be permanent. God inspired Solomon to build
this beautiful house, and all within it, to teach
us spiritual truth which abides forever, Jesus
said to the woman at the well in Samaria,
“Neither in this mountain mor at Jerusalem
shall men worship the Father. The hour has

mind and heart. Like the tabernacle which pre-
ceded it, it represented the house where God
lives ; because he said, “There I will meet with
thee, and I will commune with thee from above
the mercy seat; and I will dwell in the midst of
Israel and be their God.” St. Paul says, “Ye
are the temple of the living God; as God hath
said, T will dwell in them, and walk in them:
and I will be their God, and they shall be my
people.” The temple was not made by man’s
design; it was the thought of God. So is your
heart a wonderful, perfectly planned place for
his own indwelling. No gold or silver or lily
work can compare with the exquisite workman-
ship, the preciousness, the costly value of a
soul, fashioned for the dwelling place of God.
You do not have to build the temple of your
heart. God has made it just as he wants it to
be; but like Solomon's temple, it fulfills its pur-
pose only when dedicated to him and filled with
his presence. The first act of dedication was to
put the ark containing the covenant in the
most holy place. Christ, in whom all the law
and the covenant is fulfilled, must be taken into
the secret, most holy place, in our hearts.
God's law must be written by his Spirit, not on
tables of stone, but in the heart and mind, for
he will not dwell where his commandments are
dishonored. No faith is genuine that does mot
produce the fruit of obedience. Jesus says it is
not worth while to call him Lord and not de the
things that he says. “He that hath my com-
mandments and keepeth them, he it is that
loveth me.”

So, when the heart is thus dedicated to God.
by taking Christ as our Saviour, Master,
Teacher, Friend, it becomes our “meeting place”
with him. No material temple, no form, no
ceremonies, no outward worship, can take the
place of this. “I was glad when they said unto
me, Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Glad
hecause the hymns, the prayers, the teaching of
the word, prepare the way for (God to come into
our own souls. Outward worship for any other
purpose is vain. The heart is the true temple,
love and ohedience the only acceptable saerifice.
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The Teachers’ Meeting.

The building of Solomon’s temple: Its loca-
tion (1 Chron. 21, 28-30; 22. 1; 2 Chron. 3. 1).
David’s plans (2 S8am. 7. 2; 1 Chron. 22. 3-5,
7, M; 29, 85). Built by Solomon (2 Sam.
7. 12, 13; 1 Chron. 22. 6, 7, 11). Progress of
the work (1 Kings 5. 13-18; 6. 7; 2 Chron.
3. 2, 3). The ideals for the temple (2 Chron.
3. 1; 7. 12; Isa. 56. 7). The symbolism of the
temple (John 2. 19-21; 1 Cor. 8. 16; 6. 19;
Eph. 2. 20-22).

Blackboard,

MY AN >hARRSS

LACE
or

The most signal manner in which Jehovah
might be honored was by means of the temple
and its services. It is still the most appropriate
place to te the d and mercy of
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the Lord, but in that day it was singularly fit-
ting that be should be worshiped and his name
honored in the house which had been erected as
a religious center for the nation. It had been
built under the explicit direction of God, and
now enshrined the sacred ark and the holy ves-
sels of the tabernacle. The visible glory of the
Shekinah was the immediate answer to the over-
tures of the priests and people, and the attesta-
tion that their dedication of the temple met with
divine recognition and acceptance,

Ooloring.—Doorway, light brown; words,
red; lettering, white and yellow, shaded in
purple. —_—

Library References.

Tue TEMPLE OF SoLoMON.—Edersheim, The
Templc and Its Secrvices. Ferguson, The Temple
of the Hebrews. Dale, The Jewish Temple and
the Christian Church. Bannister, The Temples
of the Hebrews. Bruce, First Three Kings of
Israel, pages 446478, Stanley, Jewish Church,
vol. ii, Index. Graetz, History of the Jews,
vol. ii, page 201. Geikie, Hours with the Bidle,
vol. iii. Bible dictionaries,

FIRST PRAYER IN THE TEMPLE.—Graver
Thoughts of a Country Parson, second series,
vol. ii, page 201.

SERMONS ON THE LESSON.

There are several sermons on other verses of
this chapter, but none on the verses of the lesson.

— 4 e e

LESSON XIL The Queen of Sheba Visits Solomon.

[Dec. 20.

GOLDEN TEXT. When the righteous ase in authority, the people rejoice. Prov. 20, 2.

AUTHORIZED VERSION,

Study also verses 11-13. Read 1 Kings cha;

{ te’rs 9 to 11. Compare 2 Chron. chnptelr:
8,9.]

1 Kings 10. 1-10. [ Commit to memory verses 6-9.)

1 And when the queen of She’ba heard of the
fame of Sol’o-mon concerning the name of the
Lorp, she came to prove him with hard ques-
tions.

2 And she came to Je-ru'sa-lem with a very
great train, with camels that bare spices, and
very much gold, and precious stones: and when
she was come to Sol'o-mon, she communed with
him of all that was in her heart.

3 And Sol’o-mon told her all her questions:
there was not any thing hid from the king,
which he told her not.

4 And when the queen of She’ba had seen all
Eo{:-m’u wisdom, and the house that he had

uidt,

5 And the meat of his table, and the sitting
of his servants, and the attendance of his min-

Revisep Version,*

1 And when the queen of Sheba heard of the
fame of Bolomon concerning the name of Je.
hovah, she came to prove him with hard ques-
tions. 2 And she came to Jerusalem with a
very great train, with camels that bare spices,
and very much gold, and precious stones; and
when she was come to Solomon, she com-
muned with him of all that was in her heart.
3 And Solomon told her all her questions:
there was not anything hid from the king which
he told her mot. 4 And when the queen of
Sheba had seen all the wisdom of Solomon,
and the house that he had built, 5 and the
food of his table, and the sitting of his serv-
ants, and the attend of his mini: and
their apparel, and his cupbearers, and his as-

.‘s:‘.ha Revised Version, copyright 1001, by Thomas Nelson
..
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isters, and their apparel, and his cupbearers,
and his ascent by which he went up unto the
Touse of the Lokp; there was no more spirit
in her.

G And she said to the king, It was a true
veport that I heard in mine own land of thy
acts and of thy wisdom.

7 Howbeit I believed not the words, until I
«ame, and mine eyes had seen if: and, behold,
the half was not told me: thy wisdom and
prosperity exceedeth the fame which I heard.

8 Happy are thy men, happy are these thy
savvants, which stand continually before thee,
and that hear thy wisdom.

9 Blessed be the Logn thy God, which de-

ighted in thee, to set thee on the throne of"

1

Is'ra-el: because the Lokp loved Is'ra-el for-
ever, therefore made he thee king, to do judg-
ment and justice,

10 And sle gave the king an hundred and
twenty talents of gold, and of spices very great
store, and precious stones: there came no more
such abundance of spices as these which the
queen of Sheba gave to king Sol’o-mon.

| Dee. 20,

cent by which he went up unto the house of
Jehovah; there was no more spirit in her.
G And she said to the king, It was a true re-
port that I heard in mine own land of thine
acts, and of thy wisdom. 7 Howbeit 1 believed
not the words, until I came, and mine eyes had
seen it: and, behold, the half was not told
me; thy wisdom and prosperity exceed the
fame which I heard. 8 Happy are thy men,
happy are these thy servants, that stand.con-
tinually before thee, and that hear thy wis-
dom. 9 Blessed be Jehovah thy God, who de-
lighted in thee, to set thee on the throne of
Israel: because Jehovah loved Tsruel forever,
therefore made he thee king, to do justice and
righteousness.  10-And she gave the king a
hundred and twenty talents of gold, and of
spices very great store, and precious stones:
there came no more such abundance of spices
as these which the queen of Sheba gave to king
Solomon.

Time.—Uncertain ; according to Usher about
B. €. 10800, Place.—Jerusalem.

Home Readings.

M. The Queen of Sheba's Visit to Solomon,

1 Kings 10, 1-13.
Tu. Solomon’s riches and wisdom., 1 Kings 10,
14-25,
W. Solomon's judgment. 1 Kings 3. 16-28,
Th. Riches unsatisfying. Eccles, 2, 1-1].
F'. Excellency of wisdom. Eccles 7. 11-19,
&, A greater than Solomon, Matt, 12, 38-42,
8. The throne of God. Rev. 4.

Lesson Hymas,
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 168,

Jesus, the very thought of thee
With sweetness fills my breast ;
But sweeter far thy face to see.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 458.

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine !
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine !
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 259,

We'll all g:ther home in the morning,
On the banks of the bright jasper sea ;
We'll meet all the good and the faithful.

Que.tions for Senior Scholars.
How was Solomon’s fame extended? By what
- means? What was its unique quality? With
what was his name chiefly associated? To

whom did he attribute his glory, wisdom, and
power? Where was Sheba? What attracted
Solomon's merchantmen thither? What traits
does the incident reveal in the queen? What
does the distance and danger of the Journey
show in her?

O ) for Int diate Sehol

1. The Visit of the Queen of Sheba (v. 1-5).
~~What report reached the queen? What did
she set out to do? What did she take with ker?
What did she ask Solomon? What was Solo-
mon able to do? What other things made a
great impression on her?

2. The Speech of the Queen (v. 6-09.—What
did she say of the report she had heard? What
did she say of what she had heard and seen?
What people did she say were happy? To what
source was all the wisdom and prosperity as-
cribed?

3. The Gifts of the Queen (v. 10).—What
presents did she make to Solomon? What part
of the gifts were of special value? What did
Solomon give to her? (v. 13.)

Questions for Younger Scholars.

What was said of Solomon in many lands?
That he was great and rich and wise. Who
carried these sayings to them? Who came to
find out for herself? Where was Sheba? South
of Canaan. In what country may it have been?
What did she come to get? Whose home did
she wish to know more of? What did she bring
as gifts? What did she ask? Could Solomon
answer them? What did she think of the palace
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and the temple? What did she say of Solo-
mon’s wisdom? Do you think she felt paid for
coming? How did she go home? What do you
think she did with what she had learned? Are
we as eager to learn as was the queen of Sheba?

The Condensed Review.

1. For what did the queen of Sheba come to
Solomon? “To prove him with hard questions.”
2. Did Solomon answer her questions? “Solo-
mon told her all her questions.” 3. What did
the queen say of Solomon’s wisdom? “The half
was not told me.” 4. What did the queen give
Solomon? Gold, spices, and precious stones.
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5. What did the navy of Hiram bring to Solo-

mon?  Almug trees and precious  stones,

6. What is our GoLDEN TEXT? “When the

righteous,” ete,
The Church Catechism,

64. How are the ordinances secured in per-
petuity in the Church ? The ordinances are secured
in perpetuity in the Christian Church through men
called of God and ordained by the Church; and
through the co-operation with them of evangelists,
teachers, and other laborers, according to the
gift and grace of God.

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
Solomon Considered as a Type of Christ.

I. We Sourn BRING ALL OUR TROUBLES To
THE SAVIOUR.
She came to prove him with hard questions,
v. 1
It is given unto you to know the mysteries
of the kingdom of heaven. Matt. 13. 11,
I will make darkness light before them.
Isa. 42, 16,
He that walketh with wise men shall be
wise. Prov. 13, 20.
II. THE SAVIOUR I8 OUR UNFAILING TEACHER
AND GUIDE.
Solomon told her all. v. 3.
A greater than Solomon is here. Matt.
12, 42,
In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge., Col. 2. 3.
Who is made unto us wisdom. 1 Cor. 1. 30.

IIL. THE SAvioUr Is THE SOURCE OF ALL TRUE
Wispom AnxD Jov.
Happy are thy men, happy are these thy serv-
ants. v. 8.
The lips of the righteous feed many. Prov.
10. 21,
Blessed is the man that heareth me, watch-
ing daily at my gates. Prov. 8. 34.
Mary sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard his word,
Luke 10. 39,
IV. Tugoven THE SAviouR WE HAVE INTER-
COURSE WITH Gob,
The Lord loved [Israel forever, therefore
made he thee king. v. 9,
Blessed are they that hear the word of God,
and keep it. Luke 11, 28,
Behold my servant whom I uphold; mine
elect, in whom my soul delighteth. Isa.

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask 42, 1,
of God, that giveth to all men. James We love him, because he first loved us,
15 1 John 4. 19.
EXPLANATORY NOTES.
The fame and glory of Sol b of

, Wealth, and wisdom were brightened to a super-

natural splendor “ concerning the name of the Lord,” ¢ The Queen of the South sought Solomon’s wis-
dom, and in its presence “ there was no more spirit in her.” In her day, in the absence of the press, sages
made long journeys for knowledge [Crook]. Her curivsity was eager, honest, and reverent, Her quest for
the source of S8olomon’s wisdom suggests those wise men who from a farther East brought gifts—* gold,
frankincense, and myrrh ""—to the infant Christ. Her course shows the characteristics of all search for di-
vine wisdom : 1. Inquiry (verse 1); 2. Conviction (verse 4) ; 3. Confession (verse 6); 4. Praise (verse 9);
5. Fruit (verse 10) [North]. She “will rise in judgment with the men of this generation” who reject &

‘“ greater than Solomon.”

Verse 1. The queen of Sheba. Qucen of the
Sabmans in southwest Arabia. We have re-
peated glimpses of these people in the sacred
narrative, and they are mentioned also in
Assyrian inscriptions. Tiglath-pileser ITI (745

B. C.), who is mentioned in Scripture as gain-
ing a victory over Pekah, king of Israel, and
carrying off a vast number of his people to
Gozan in the Far East (B. C. T45-727), records
that he received tribute from the Sabwans, The
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kings of Sheba and Seba are mentioned in Psa.
72, 10. Gold and incense are brought from
Sheba (Isa. 60. G), its caravans pass through
Job's pages, and Ezekiel mentions (27. 22) its
merchants as trading in spices, jewels, and gold.
(Compare Ezek. 38. 13.) To Joel's eyes they
merely are a “people afar off.,” The fame of
Solomon concerning the name of the Lord
[“Jehovah™]. This clause is obscure. It is
bardly safe to understand with Rawlinson that
it means religious fame as distinguished from
literary or political fame. Two great facts
stand out in Solomon’s career—he had built an
unequaled temple to Jehovah, and his wisdom
was recognized as the special gift of Jehovah.
To this gift probably the text alludes, Menander
of Epb represents Sol and Hiram of
Tyre as rival sages. She came to prove him
with hard questions. To test his wisdom. The
practical sense of modern civilization tests the
wisdom of the wise only for practical purposes,
but in the Orient even to-day, and without limit
in ancient days, imagination dominated reason,
and the queen’s hard questions would include
“nearly all forms of intellectual exercise,” prob-
lems made up on purpose to display keenness on
both sides. Kent (History of the Hebrew Peo-
ple) thinks that one of the chief objects of the
queen’s visit was to bring about a commercial
‘trade with Solomon.

2, 3. She came to Jerusalem with a very
great train., Consonant with her queenly dig-
nity. Camels that bare spices, Arabia was fa-
mous for its spices, and the whole land was said
to be fragrant with them ; and camels, as is well
known, were the regular means of carriage.
Very much gold, and precious stones. DPossibly
the produce of her country. When she was come
to Solomon, she communed with him of all that
was in her heart. And Solomon told her all
her questions. Those who understand the So-
cratic method of teaching by compelling the
scholar to answer questions and thus stimulat-
ing the thought will not find it difficult to re-
produce this scene. There was not anything
hid from the king, which he told her not. No
problem was too hard for him. The legends of
the East concerning the test questions of Sheba's
queen are too many and too absurd to quote.
They are not characteristic of ancient learning,
but rather of the petty smartness of the modern
Bedouins, among whom they originated.

4, 5. When the queen of Sheba had scen all
Solomon’s wisdom. Seen evidences of it, not
only in his conversation with herself, but in the
great national organization over which he pre-
sjded. And the house that he had built. An

[Dee, 20.

account of this is given in 1 Kings 7. 1-12. It
included great courts for national business, and,
according to Josephus, had a majestic dining
hall and was nested in gardens. Captain War-
ren’s excavations make it probable that the site
of this palace was the southwest corner of the
modern temple inclosure. The meat [*“food”] of
his table. This may refer to the table luxuries,
but the preferable reference is to the novel
system of supply for the palatial table, We
have several allusions to the elaborate system
of provisioning existing throughout Solomon's
empire, by means of which tribute in kind came
from each province, so that the choicest products
of field and forest alike were constantly on “his
table.” The sitting of his servants, and the at-
tendance (Margin, “standing”) of his ministers.
“Servants” and “ministers” were officers of
various degree. Their “sitting” means their
position, including their clothing and lodgings.
Their “standing” means the magnificent order of
their service. His cupbearers. Attendants on
table. His ascent by which he went up unto
the house of the Lord [“Jehovah™}. It is usual
to explain this as a private passageway from
the king's palace to the temple, and it has been
suggested that as a foreigner and pagan the
queen was not admitted to the temple courts,
but could only see the architectural beauty of
its “ascent.” But the words alse may be trans-
lated “his burnt offering which he offered in_the
house of Jehovah,” and nothing would more im-
press an Arabian queen than slaughtering such
hecatombs as are described in other passages.’
There was no more spirvit in her. No more
spirit of questioning or testing. She surrendered
to the glory and the wisdom of the king.

7. I believed not the words, until I came, and
mine eyes had seen it. This skepticism was
justifiable, when combined with the eagerness
that brought the queen from her distant land
and the fairness of mind shown by her words in
verse 6. The half was not told me. A phrase

.which, with a holier application, exultant Chris-

tians have woven into songs of thanksgiving.
Thy wisdom -and prosperity exceedeth [*‘ex-
ceed”] the fame which I heard. Hebrew, “Thy
house added wisdom and goodness to the fame.”

8. Happy are thy men. The Arabic, the
Syriac, and the Septuagint all have “women”
instead of “men,” which is probably correct, the
allusion being to his wives, who were, according
to oriental standards incomparably favored.
Happy are these thy servants. This phrase in-
cludes all the “men” of the court. Which stand
continually before thee, and that hear thy wis-
dom. Every great oriental court is marked by a

other:
the t]
filled
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gathering of richly appareled ministers, soldiers,
and slaves, who stand stock still in the presence
of their sovereign. We are here to suppose Solo-
mon discoursing in wise fashion before such a
court,

9. Blessed be the Lord [“Jehovah”] thy God,
which [“who"] delighted in thee, to set thee on
the throne of Israel. There 1s no hint here of a
conversion to Judaism. There was nothing in
ancient beathenism to hinder the worshiper of
one God from making frank acknowledgment of
the greatness and goodness of another, The

HOMILETICAL AND

The queen of Sheba is one of the numerous
characters found in the Old Testament that re-
main in obscurity, and at the present time there
is little promise of unraveling the mystery,
However, the little historic account that we
have of her points to a real personality. There
are some historic observations that go on the
line of her having come from Seba of Arabia,
whither the Jokshanites, descendants of Abraham
through Keturah, took up their abode, This
Seba seems to have the preference in authority
over a place of the same name in Ethiopia.
However, let her come from where she may, and
her country be what it might, she came to Jeru-
salem to satisfy her mind as to the reports she
had heard of Solomon the king. She is called
by the Koran Balkis: and by the Abyssinians
Mequeda. Our Lord when speaking of her
simply calls her “the queen of the south,”

In view of the gifts_she brought her country
may be judged great and rich; and the retinue
necessary for the carrying of these gifts would
indicate the strength of her kingdom, as well as
the protection needed for the transport, We
can fancy her with a great cavaleade after the
fashion of travel in those days, slowly winding
her way over hill and through dale, to the
astonishment of the many people she would
pass; and the query often started as to the im-
port and purport of such a cortege. The Jewish
people themselves seemed amazed at the rich-
ness of display and the lavishness of style. The
abundance of gold and the quantity of spices
seemed to dazzle them., But why should she
come at all? TIntercourse between countries was
50 infrequent and travel so inconvenient and
insecure in those days.

At the end of the journey is a prodigy. Many
great men have been, many great men may be,
but here is one whose fame exceeds that of all
others. And while he is king of J udea, and only
the third king of that people, yet his fame has
filled the land.
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Lord [“Jehovah”] loved Israel forever, “Loved
Israel to establish them forever,” is the render-
ing of the Septuagint and the plain meaning of
this passage. Judgment and Jjustice. “Justice
and righteousness,”

10. An hundred and twenty talents of gold,
This sum it is impossible to measure exactly by
the value of modern coin, but it probably would
reach up to millions of dollars, There came no
more such abundances of spices. It was the
very dawn of commerce, and this “abundance”
was astounding. See notes on verse 2,

PRACTICAL NOTES.

We need not be surprised at this spread of
fame. Solomon had a compact with Hiram
king of Tyre. Hiram’s sailors taught the men
of Solomon’s kingdom “the way of the sea.”
Solomon had an alliance with Egypt, as well as
had married a daughter of the king of that
country., He had laid under tribute everything
and everyone with whom he might come in con-
tact. Jerusalem had been filled with sheiks
from far and near on the occasion of the dedi-
cation of the temple, the greatest unifying in-
fluence in Israel's life, and the most positive
exhibit of the presence of God among these peo-
ple. Al these helped to spread abroad his name
and his fame: and we are not at all surprised
at the visit of this woman. I take it, also, that
the queen herself was no ordinary woman, in
that, finding something of greatness, she was
keen enough to appreciate it and desired a
definite acquaintance with it

In the first verse of the lesson the reason for
her coming is definitely stated—*the fame of
Solomon concerning the name of Jehovah, she
came to prove him with hard questions.” 1In
view of this explicit statement many of the
traditions in reference to the character of the
questions and his doings must be completely
tossed aside. There does not seem to be any
burlesque, buffoonery, and fanciful discussions,
but a serious inquiry in reference to the pres-
ence of God with the monarch, She plied her
questions after the fashion of a Greek master
in dialectics ; and he, more able than these mas-
ters, answers to her satisfaction and consterna-
tion. Days are spent in these discussions, and
as he turns off fact and fancy in rapid manner,
bere answering a question to her delight, and
there puzzling her with a proposition, she stands
in confused bewilderment at the amazing pres-
ence of wisdom. She is on a tour of investiga-~
tion, and makes a close scrutiny of everything
connected with the royal establishment—his

officers and his men at service, their manner ol‘ fl :
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deportment, their food on the table, the gorgeous-
ness of the halls, the setting and effect of the
buildings, the statc' 'ness of everything about
‘him—until the mag nee completely pros-
trates her—‘there wa nore spirit in her.”

Some things smite us with their largeness, and
we become spiritless in their presence. St.
Peter's of Rome, with its huge capaciousness,
has had this effect; for it seems like the in-
closure of all outdoors within walls. Some
characters in life produce this effect. There is
a certain stateliness, a real grandeur, an awe-
inspiring thrill, and smaller men become dumb
in the presence of their greatness. This was
the effect of Solomon’s massiveness on the queen.
She now confesses as to her prejudice in refer-
ence to the reports she had heard concerning
him; and she is still further honest enough to
declare, “Behold the half was not told me.”

It is true that this is a captivated judgment
in the presence of the inspiring cause; but it is
the honest expression of a convinced judgment
in the presence of the fact. The fact must not
be overlooked that she recognized this wisdom
as coming from the Lord. This would imply
that while she may have been a heathen, yet she
had some knowledge of dependence on God, and
‘the especial greatness of Jehovah. No doubt
Solomon took pains, if need existed, to instruct
her in the truth pertaining to Jehovah. Solo-
mon was not only king, he exercised the func-
tion of priest at the dedication of the temple,
and very probably continued in the exercise of
that office, as occasion required ; and also he was
@ great teacher. Certainly, then, he would take
advantage of this opportunity to instruct in the
way of the Lord. If she became a proselyte, all
right. If not, she might carry the result of her
contact with Solomon into her own country, and
there proclaim the greatness of the God of Solo-
mon. I do not think that Solomon would be
behind the ordinary man, influenced with the
Spirit of God, in unfolding that fact to those
with whom he might commune, and especially to
one having come for the express purpose of in-
terviewing him along the line of his special
gifts.

Just here the Christian Church of to-day is a
loser. While we have not inspiration after the
fashion of the Sol ic, yet we have Spirit

presence after the fashion of God in Christ;
and it is ours to unfold, as individuals, that
fact to the world. What a world of opportunity
just at hand! OIld and young, rich and poor,
ought to be ready to declare for the presence of
God, and the fullness of the Spirit that dwelll
in them. Jehovah is thus praised.

[Dec. 20.

Prismatic Lights on the Lesson.
SOLOMON AND THE GREATER THAN HE.

Our race is itinerant, It always seeks some
fountain of perpetual youth, some ElI Dorado,
some Solomon, or greater than Solomon, or some
Holy Grail. All this prepares it to seek a
better world.

This seventy-five-day camel journey of the
queen of Sheba is in harmony with race char-
acteristics ; modern queens of society undertake
them every day now.

The highest use of this visit was made by
Christ (Matt. 12, 42). The queen of Sheba
came from the ends of the earth to hear the wis-
dom of Solomon. Come farther to hear a
Greater.

She asked Solomon all her hard questions;
not merely tests of cunning, but questions of
personal and eternal interest. So bring ques-
tions of present duty, future life, of God and
our relation to him, to the Greater.

The queen found wisdom greatly exceeding
her expectations. The half had not been told
her by enthusiastic witnesses. The Greater will
astonish us still more.

The queen bore testimony to the ends of the
earth of this great wisdom, and was persuaded
that Jehovah only could have given it (verse 9).
Ye are my witnesses.

The queen brough Sol gave
presents in return that greatly exceeded hers in
value. Give and it shall be given unto you,
good measure, pressed down, shaken together,
and running over.

David’s life had a fierce thunderstorm in mid-
day, clearing away and leaving the day cooler,
brighter, brilliant with rainbows in the light of
evening time. Solomon’s ceased in storm; the
lightnings were the wrath of God because Solo-
mon’s heart was turned to idols. The darkness
was impenetrable, for clouds had been rising for
years from the malarious swamp of a sensual
nature. Neither riches, wisdom, nor great power
avail to insure perfect allegiance to God.

‘Thoughts for Young People.
THE QUEEN’'S HARD QUESTIONS.

The world and the Church together are fore-
shown by this queen; all to whom ever the word,
sight, name of Christ come within ken are
warned by her example; while the king whose
wisdom awoke such a rapturous feeling is the
pale shadow of the wisdom which Christ among
us is ever uttering.

1. Worthy Ambition. The principle which
makes the oriental visit of barbaric splendor
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worth a Christian study is this, that the queen
recognized the existence of a higher wisdom than
filled as yet her daily life, and that she was
laborious. With her, wealth given and received
was but a starting point, only a means of obtain-
ing higher things. She owned and she sought
out wisdom, knowlcdge, learning, thought,
as something of a different order, and infinitely
more precious; plants, proverbs, music, songs,
simple names, indeed, yet standing at the begin-
ning of lines of knowledge which are dignified
by greater names, and opening out before the
eyes which were first lifted to them dreams and
possibilities which were yet in the far distance.

2. Negligence. We do not always under-
stand what a distinction there is between the
progressive and thoughtful and the careless,
whose days from sunrise to sunset add nothing
of wisdom to their hearts or of knowledge to
their minds. Christ draws the greatest distinc-
tion between the one class and the other, be-
tween the inattentive listener to his words and
the attentive one with infinitely less advantages.

8. Opportunity. Christians in the world, and
thoughtful Christians among nominal ones, are
like these very men whom the queen so envied.
We stand about the thronme of Christ. Happy
are we if we know and realize our privileges.
[Benson.]

‘Teaching Hints for Int
PRELIMINARY.
Have the pupils read what they have written
about the queen of Sheba. From a study of the
Nores be prepared to correct mistakes and to
give such additional facts as will enable the

pupils to definitely understand who this ruler
was.

diate Classes.

SURROUNDINGS.

Time. Uncertain. Solomon had been king
for twenty years.

Places. Jerusalem, Sheba. Locate this latter
place for the pupils, and note its distance from
Jerusalem.

APPROACH,

Perhaps the very best approach to the lesson
will be a brief but vivid description of the
glories of Solomon’s kingdom at this time,
Speak of the size of the kingdom, the enlarge-
ment of Jerusalem, the temple about which we
studied in our last lesson, the waterworks, the
palaces, and the fortresses. Recall the exodus
from Egypt, the wanderings in the desert, and
the troublous times of the Judges. Show how
the separated tribes were now united in a com-
pact nation with an army, a navy, commerce,
and revenue. Moreover, teach that all the ad-
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vancements were not confined to material things,
for the nation had a literature and an elaborate
religious service,

LESSON TEXT.
This we will deal with in a series of questions :

1. What Had the Queen of Sheba Heard?
This question presents an opportunity to review
what was told the pupils in the Approach. Note
that she seemed particularly impressed with
what she had heard concerning the religious life
of Solomon.

2. What Did She Do? Have one pupil point
on the map to Jerusalem, and another to Sheba,
in southern Arabia. Picture the journey of over
fifteen hundred miles on camels. It was a long,
tiresome trip, mostly through a wilderness, and
would occupy about two and a half months.
Ask: What did the queen bring with her? For
what purpose?

3. What Did She See? Picture the queen
asking questions of Solomon, eating with him,
watching his officers and his attendants going
through the passage from the palace to the
temple. The result was that she was speechless
with amazement.

4. What Did She Say? Let the pupils answer
from their Bibles: (1) She told of what she
had heard (verse 6). (2) She confessed that
she had not believed the reports (verse 7.
(3) She declared that the half had not been
told (verse 7). (4) She pronounced Solomon
a happy man (verse 8). (5) She praises the
Lord (verse 8).

5. What Did She Then Do? The value of
the gold presented to Solomon is estimated at
three and a half million dollars. ‘Besides this
the value of the precious stones was enormous,
Note what Solomon gave his visitor in return.

MEMORY WORK.
Have the pupils print :

THE QUEEN OF SHEBA

HEARD
DID
BAW
SAID
DID

Questions on these various points until the
pupils understand them, and then ask them to
memorize them so that they will have clearly in
mind the story of the queen of Sheba.

Have several pupils repeat the Golden Text.
Show that in our country, where the people are
supposed to rule, the happiness of the nation de-
pends upon the righteousness of the individual.
Hence, the practical application of the lesson is:
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We should each strive to be righteous in order
20 make the people happy.
Have all print :

I WILL BE ONE OF THE

RIGHTEOUS,
IN ORDER TO MAKE PEOPLE HAPPY,

STUDY IN ADVANCE.

Next Sunday is review day. We will have no
difficulty, as we have been preparing for the re-
view all through the quarter.

In the first place, examine their cards to see
that the pupils have the various review words
printed on their Preview. (See lesson for Oc-
tober 18.)

Second, see that the various outlines of Mem-
ory Work are printed on the cards, Have each
pupil show his or her card.

Third, say: On next Sunday we will review :

(1) The titles and Golden Texts,

(2) The memory outline and a few facts con-
nected with each lesson.

(3) The memorized application of each les-
son.

To-day’s review words are “Queen,” “Right-
eousness.”

By Way of Illustration,

The Power of One Man to Inspire Others.
Solomon little knew how he was influencing men
and women in far-away lands. He had not
known the queen of Sheba, but she had been
moved by the report of his greatness to seek him
for a personal interview. Ie had kindled a
desire for truth in her heart, so that she under-
took a long, weary journey from Arabia and
sacrificed personal ease to commune with him.
Solomon's fame made a secker after truth, His
light kindled a light in the far-off darkness of
heathenism. One mind sent a ray of light into
& responsive mind beyond the limits of personal
intercourse. The north star, millions of miles
away, guides the mariner across the sea of this
little earth; so one great good heart is a beacon
light of truth in the darkness of this world. No
one knows how the influence of his life is shap-
ing and guiding other lives,—Dr. Ediward 8.
T'ead.

An Earnest Beeker. Earnest seekers after
truth always make an impression. In the year
1832 four Indians of the Flathead tribe, living
on the Pacific coast, crossed the Rocky Moun-
tains, and, traversing three thousand miles of in-
tervening wilderness, appeared at St. Louis.

[ Dec. 20.

They had been sent by their nation to inquire
about the white man's God and the book that
revealed him, of both of which they had heard
from a hunter, who had witnessed some of their
pagan rites and told them they were all wrong
in their worship, and that far to the east the
white man had a book that revealed the true
God. They were received and instructed. Two
of the chiefs died in St. Louis, worn out with
their long journey, and it is not known whether
the other two succeeded in reaching their peo-
ple. But the story of these earnest seekers
aroused such interest in the Indians of the
northwest coast that missionaries were at once
sent to them.

Verses 6-9. The queen’s words and gifts sug-
gest wide truths. Reality transcends all report
and expectation. Every heart that is blessed by
the sweetness of love feels that, after all the
speech of poets from the beginning of the world,
words cannot declare it. After all that saints
and evangelists have said about Christ, each
soul which enters into faithful fellowship with
him finds that the half has not been told. No
painter can put the melting glories of sunset on
his canvas. No description can give one who
has not heard it a true impression of the majesty
and pathos of Beethoven’s music, Nothing but
tasting for ourselves can tell us how good the
Lord is.

A Satisfied Secker. Solomon was able to an-
swer all her questions and to solve all her prob-
lems. It is not strange that she breaks forth
into a benediction. Her quest had not been in
vain, Even so Christ, “the greater than Solo-
mon,” is the answer to all our questions. There
is a famous picture by Olivier Merson, “The
Repose in Egypt,” which represents Mary and
the infant Jesus as resting in the arms of the
Sphinx. The Sphinx stands for the unanswered
problem of life and destiny. These questions are
answered by Him who brought life and immor-
tality to light in the Gospel. The desert is
lighted by radiance from him, and life finds its
meaning.

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

Of the people who refused to hear his teach-
ing Jesus said the queen of Sheba would rise in
judgment against them: for she came a long
journey to investigate the truth of what had
been told her. What does this visit teach us
about coming to him, the greater than Solomon,
“in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge”? Was this king really so wise
as she had heard? She would see for herself.
She would prove him with hard questions., Can
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Jesus answer the problems that vex us? Can
he lighten our burdens? Can he brighten our
darkness? Come and see, “Come unto me, all
ye that are weary and heavy laden, and 1 will
give you rest.” “If any man lack wisdom, let
him ask of God, who giveth to all liberally and
upbraideth not.,” She brought her treasures
with her, to give to the king in token of her
respect for all she had heard concerning him,
Strange that we even count it a sacrifice to
offer anything we possess to our great and glo-
rious King! She communed with him of all that
was in her heart. “In everything by prayer and
supplication let your requests be made known
unto God.” We may pour out our heart to him.
He is interested. He will hear. Communion
with him is sweet and satisfying. Of him
the prophet says, “T'he Lord God hath given me
the tongue of the learned that I should know
how to speak a word in season to the weary ; he
wakeneth mine ear to hear.”

When the royal visitor had seen and heard for
herself the grandeur and wisdom of the king
“there was no more spirit in her.” So one who
has a revelation of Jesus says:

“Like some bright dream that comes unsought
When slumbers o'er me roll,

Thine image ever fills my thought,
And charms my ravished soul.”

She said, ““I believed not until I came.” If we
stay away from Jesus we will never believe, We
say, “I cannot™ believe, therefore I will not
come.” But we must come in order to believe.
When she had seen and believed she said, “The
half was not told me.” “Eye hath not seen, ear
hath not heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man the things which God hath pre-
pared for them that love him.”

“Jesus, thou joy of loving hearts,
Thou' joy of all the meek,

To those who ask how kind thou art,
How good to those who seek !

But what to those who find? Ah, this
No tongue nor pen can show ;

The love of Jesus, what it is
Only his loved ones know.”

“Happy are thy men, happy are these thy
servants which stand continually before thee,
and that hear thy wisdom,” said the wondering
queen. “Whom having not seen, ye love; in
whom, believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeak-
able.” “O Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that
trusteth in thee,” ‘““These words have I spoken
unto you that my joy might remain in you, and
that your joy might be full.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER, tal

The visit ended with an exchange of gifts.
The king “gave her all her desire, whatsoever
she asked.”” “If ye abide in me, and my words
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it
shall be done unto you." There came no more
such abundance of gold and spices as the queen
gave to Solomon,

“Take my love, my Lord; I pour
At thy feet its treasure store.
Take my life, and let me be
Ever, only, all, for thee,”

The Teachers’ Meeting,

The lesson analyzed: The queen of Sheba
made a long and difficult Jjourney to ask Solomon
hard questions (verse 1), and Solomon solved
every problem (verse 3). The source of Solo-
mon’s wisdom should be recalled. The queen of
Sheba saw Solomon “in all his glory.” Her ex-
pectations of his wisdom and wealth were far
surpassed, and its divine origin and its divine
blessedness she thoroughly recognized and under-
stood (verses 8, 9). The queen of Sheba brought
rich gifts to Solomon (verses 2, 10), and
wealth came from many other sources (verses
11, 12). Of all this wealth Solomon dedicated
much to the Lord's service (verse 12). Some
of it he devoted to his own use, and some of it
he returned in gifts to the queen of Sheba
(verse 13)....The duty of search for wisdom
and goodness, the value of questions, the best
ways of learning the use of the eyes—observa-
tion. .. .Before the queen saw and heard she
believed not; “seeing is believing,” “testing the
promises,” “experimental religion.”. .. God's
love for his chosen ones (verse 9)... .Compare
the wealth contributed to Solomon by the queen
of Sheba with the treasure offered to the infant
Saviour (Matt. 2. 11).

The reign of Solomon marked a golden era in
the history of Israel, and he was himself the
embodiment of the material prosperity and ad-
vancement visible throughout the land and ap-
parent most of all in the splendor of the capital
and appointments of the royal house. City,
palace, and temple were far famed for their
magnificence, and the wealth and wisdom of the
king attracted the homage of aliens to his court.
But there is no concealment of the fact that
his success is due to the blessing of Jehovah.
His indebtedness to him is recognized by the
queen in her beautiful words of confession and




A b —~"’y'?—'\,-.—‘_w

872 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

compliment. The highest state of enjoyment and
P ity is not i ible with righ

ness, when God is acknowledged in the life and
h d by the ions of his servants,

-

LESSON XII. The Birth of Chist.

[Dec. 20.

Coloring.—First and last phrase, white; sec-
ond, yellow and purple; crown, orange,

Library References.

QUEEN oFeSHEBA.—Wharton, Famous Women
of the Old Testament, page 241, Geikie, Old
Testament Characters, page 268. Baring-Gould,
Legends of Patriarchs and Prophets, page 358,
Chandler, Life of David, page 490, Ewald, His-
tory of Israel, vol. iii, pages 277, 284. Geikie,
Hours with the Bible, vol. iii, pages 476-478,

SERMONS ON THE LESSON.

Verse 1.—Homiletic Monthly, vol. viii, page
868. Verse 5,—Benson, B. W., Boy Life, page
96. Verse 7.—Homiletic Review, vol. xix, page
247. Preacher’s Magazine, 1897, page 493.

[Dec. 20.

GOLDEN TEXT. Thou shalt call his name Jesus; for he shall save his people from their sins.

Matt.

AUTHORIZED VERSION.
[Read Isa. 7. 14-16; 9. 1-6.]
Matt. 2, 1-12, [ Commit to memory verses 10, 11.)

Now when Je'sus was born in Beth’le-hem of
Ju-de'a in the days of Her’od the king, behold,

lre came wise men from the east to Je-ru'-
sa-lem,

2 Slylngl Where is he that is born King of
()

the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east,
and are come to worship him.

© 8 When Her'od the king had heard these
l'hlia‘ml.“ he was troubled, and all Je-ru'sa-lem
m.

4 And when he had gathered all the chief
riests and scribes of the people together, he
emanded of them where Christ should be born.

6 And they said unto him, In Beth'le-hem of
Ju-de’a: for thus it is written by the prophet,

6 And thou Beth'le-hem, in the land of Ju'da,
art not the least among the princes of Ju'da:
for out of thee shall come a Governor, that
shall rule my people Is'ra-el.

T Then Her'od, when he had ?rlvll called
the wise men, inquired of them diligently what
time the star appeared.

8 And he sent them to Beth'le-hem, and said,
Go_and search diligently for the young child:
and when ye have found him, bring me wo
again, that I may come and worship him also,

9 When they had heard the king, they departed;
and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east,
went before them, till it came and stood over
where the young child was.

121

Revisep Version.®

1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem
of Judma in the days of Herod the king, be-
hold, Wise men from the east came to Jeru-
salem, saying, 2 Where is he that is born King
of the Jews? for we saw his star in the east,
and are come to worship him. 3 And when
Herod the king heard it, he was troubled, and
all Jerusalem with him. 4 And gathering to-
gether all the chief priests and scribes of the
people, he inquired of them where the Christ
should be born. 5 And they suid unto him,
In Bethlehem of Judma: for thus it is written

through the prophet,

6 And thou Bethlehem, land of Judah,
Art in no wise least among the princes of
Judah:

For out of thee shall come forth a governor,
Who shall be shepherd of my people Israel,
7 Then Herod privily called the Wise men,
and learned of them exactly what time the star
appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem,
and said, Go and search out exactly concerning
the young child; and when ye have found him,
‘bring me word, that I also may come and wor-
ship him. 9 And they, having heard the king,
went their way; and lo, the star, which they
saw in the east, went before them, till it came
and stood over where the young child was.

*The Revised Version, ht 1901, Thomas Nelson
i copyrig| ) by

New

New
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10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced
with exceeding great joy.

11 And when they were come into the house,
they saw the young child with Ma'ry his
mother, and fell down, and worshiped him: and
when tiley had opened their treasures, they pre-
sented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense,
and myrrh,

12 And being warned of God in a dream that
they should not return to Her'od, they departed
into their own country another way.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER, 873

10 And when they saw the star, they rejoiced
with exceeding great joy. 11 And they came
into the house and saw the young child with
Mary his mother; and they fell down and
worshiped him; and opening their treasures
they offered unto him gifts, gold and frankin-
cense and myrrh. 12 And being warned of God
in a dream that they should not return to
Herod, they departed into their own country
another way.

Time.—DPossibly the end of B. C. 5, or early
in B. C. 4. Places.—Bethlehem ; the far East;
Jerusalem.

Home

M. The Birth of Christ. Matt. 2, 1-12.

Tu. Danger and deliverance. Matt, 2. 13-23.
W. The angel song. Luke 2. 8-20.

Th. Simeon’s blessing. Luke 2. 25-85.

F. The Divine Word. John 1. 1-14.

8. The Prince of Peace. Isa. 9. 1-7.

§. Sent of God. 1 John 4. 9-19.

Lesson Hymns,
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 301
Hark ! the herald angels sing,

* Glory to the new-born King,
Peace on earth, and mercy mild.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 209,

Angels, from the realms of glory
&'i:g your flight o'er all the earth H
Ye who sang creation's story.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 208,

Glory to God in the highest,
Glory to God ! glory to God !
Glory to God in the highest.

Questions for Senior Scholars.

Locate Bethlehem, Give some facts about it.
What do you know of the Herods? What of
this Herod’s character? What had occurred to
bring the Magi to Jerusalem? Who were the
Magi? How did Herod hear of them? Why
did he call the scribes together? What did they
say? From what prophet did they quote? Why
should Herod be troubled? What did he tell the
Magi to do? Did they follow his direction?
Why not? What was meant by the offering of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh?

Questions for Intermediate Scholars,
1. Wise Men Secking the Infant Messiah
(v. 1-3).—Where was Jesus born? Who came

looking for him? What made them start to seek
him? Of whom did they inquire? Why did they
desire to find him? Who were disturbed by the
inquiries made?

2. Herod Inquiring about the Christ (v. 4-8).
—Whom did Herod call together? What did he
ask them? How did they find out? What
prophecy speaks of the place of Messiah's birth?
What illustrious ancestor of Christ's was born
at Bethlehem? What did Herod do next?
What command did he give to the wise men?

3. The Wise Men Find the Infant King
(v. 9-12).—What guidance did the Magi have
when they left Herod? What effect did it haye
upon them? Where did they find Jesus? What
did they do? What did they offer to him? What
directions did God give to them?

Questions for Younger Scholars,

Where was Jesus born? In Bethlehem of
Judea. What Roman ruled Judea? Herod.
Who came to Jerusalem? What led them there?
What did they ask? Why was Herod troubled?
What did the priests and scribes tell Herod?
What prophet wrote of Bethlehem? Micah.
Where did the wise men then go? Why did
Herod wish to know if they found the Child?
Did he wish to worship him. No. What did
the star do? How did the wise men feel when
they saw it? What did they find in the house?
What did they do? What were their gifts?
What did they dream that night?

The Condensed Review,

1. What name was given to the Saviour be-
fore his birth, as given in the GoLpex TexT?
Thou shalt call, ete. 2. Where was Jesus born?
In Bethlehem of Judea. 3. Who came to Jeru-
salem seeking him? Wise men from the East.
4. By what were they led to Christ? By a star.
5. How did they honor him? With worship
and gifts.

-
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called of God and ordained by the Church ; and
through the co-operation with them of evangelists,
teachers, and other laborers, according to the
gift and grace of God.

Ephesians iv, 11, 12

The Church Catechism.

54. How are the ordinances secured in per-
‘petuity in the Church ? The ordinances are secured
in perpetuity in the Christian Church through men

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
The King.

The wicked plotteth against the just. Psa.
87 12,

Herod slew all the children in Bethlehem.
Matt. 2, 16,

ITL. DiviNe ’ro1ECTION OF TiE KING,
When they saw the star, they rejoiced. v. 10.

I will show wonders in the heavens. Joel
2, 30.

I rejoiced in the Lord greatly. Phil. 4, 10.

Where is he that is born King. v. 2. .
There shall come a Star out of Jacob.
Num. 24, 17.
Sir, we would see Jesus. John 12. 21,
Oh that I knew where I might find him!
: Job 23. 8.
it~ 1l. THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE KING.
When Herod the king heard these things, he

ii 1. Tne SEERERS OF THE KING,
|

was troudbled. v. 3. He shall give his angels charge over thee,
The wicked are like the troubled sea. Isa. Psa. 91. 11,
57. 20.
EXPLANATORY NOTES. .

We have no g d for supposing that a
‘wise men appeared. There are several

was still ““the cradle " of our infant Lord when the
why the p in the temple (Luke 2. 22-38) could not
| have taken place after their visit ; consequently Jesus must have been at least six weeks old when they
[ «came. He may have been very much older. We must rather picture to ourselves the humble lodging of a
I «carpenter, who, having perhaps found work in the town of his ancestors, proposes to take up his abode there
l altogether. See Matt. 2. 19-28, It was indeed otherwise ordained. Jesus, though really born in royal
|
|
|

Bethlehem, was to be “ called a Nazarene " (Matt. 2, 23; John 1. 46; 7. 4042, 52). But before he left King
David’s town he was to receive there the homage due to a king. [Stock.] The Magi arc among the
most striking examples of faith in the Bible. They “rejoiced when they saw the star.” Do we rejoice
over God's written word—that ** light unto our path’ (Psa. 119, 105), which, if followed, will guide us to

e e e S e A . 5 S S

«Christ ?

Verse 1. Now when Jesus was born in Beth-
dehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king.
By this clause Matthew passes over the beauti-
ful narrative of Luke, the journey of Joseph
and Mary from Nazareth to Bethlehem, the
shepherds watching their flocks by night, the
appearance and the song of the angels, and the
midnight journey by the shepherds to Bethlehem
where they saw the infant Saviour. The events

_of our present lesson must be placed after these,

possibly immediately, more probably a year or
two later; there is no exactness in the phrase
“now when.” Bethlehem is six miles south of
Jerusalem. The word Judea is added to dis-
tinguish this Bethlehem from another town of
the same name in the north of Palestine. The
particular Herod here mentioned must carefully
be distinguished from the other monarchs of the
same name mentioned in the New Testament.
This was Herod the Great; he was king over all
Palestine, a cruel, unjust, and singularly bloody
ruler. Tt is generally reckoned that Jesus was

born in the last year of his reign. There came
wise men (magi) from the ecast to Jerusalem.
The word magi implies that the lore of the wise
men was Babylonian. [Burney.] According to
the Chaldean priest Berosus, astronomical ob-
servations had been carried on by the Baby-
lonians from the remotest antiquity. “The star
which these men saw at its rising was evidently
such as to be regarded as a portent only by
practiced astrologers.”

2. Where is he that is born King of the
Jews? for we have seen [“saw"] his star in the
east, and are come to worship him. At the be-
ginning of the Christian era moral corruption
and disheartenment had, to an unexampled de-
gree, spread all over the world. Conditions of
life were bad beyond comparison with any mod-
ern era. The best and wisest people felt them-
selves entirely unable to cope with the diffi-
culties. Partially relieving this disheartenment
was a widespread conviction that a moral Sa-
viour was to be born. There are indications of
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this in both oriental and occidental tradition
and in various passages of the Hebrew Serip-
tures. For example, Num. 24. 17; Isa. 11. i3
Mic. 5. 2; Isa. 9. 6; Psa. 2. 6; Zech. 9. 9 gave
authority to this conviction. From the Hebrew
Scriptures it might be gathered that the Sa-
viour was to be a babe, a king, a king of the
Jews, and born in Bethlehem. Come to worship
him. 'The Greek word denotes an act of rever-
ence, whether paid to a creature as in Matt.
4.9; 18, 26, or to the Creator as in Matt, 4, 10,
It is noticeable that Ierod and all Jerusalem
(verse 3) do not appear to have observed the
star until the strangers arrived, and Herod asks
no one to scour the heavens to find the star, but
asks the wise men to ascertain with all possible
exactness the time of the star's appearance, We
cannot suppose that a comet is meant or a new
star like the others of the heavens. Kepler
located a conjunction of the planets Jupiter and
Saturn in the constellation of Pisces at this
date, and in the year 1463 A. D., when such a
conjunction was observed, an eminent Portu-
guese rabbi proclaimed that the birth of the
Messiah was at hand. Other arguments have
been advanced in favor of the conjunction of
Jupiter and Venus which took place in the
spring of 6 B. C. Objections to this theory to
the effect that there is. only one star mentioned
are met by Mr. C. F. Burney by the statement
that the reference to this star would not neces-
sarily be to the conjunction as a whole, but
rather to one planet which by its peculiar posi-
tion was calculated to cast the nativity of the
king of the Jews,

3. When Herod the king had heard these

things [“heard it") he iwas troubled, and all u

Jerusalem with him. Tle feared that this rumor
brought from a distant foreign country might
presage the fall of his dynasty, and perhaps his
own ruin, for he knew that he was widely hated.
“All Jerusalem” was troubled, not knowing
what the despot might do in an emergency,

4. What he did, however, was crafty and dig-
nified—he gathered all the chicf pricsts and
scribes of the people together. By which we
may possibly understand the Sanhedrin, or pos-

HOMILETICAL AND

This is the event of events. Al prior to it
seem to hasten toward it in order for confirma-
tion. All after it seem to look backward for
authority.

Christ is born in Bethlehem. The time of
the birth is not given, but the place is definitely
stated. This Bethleham—the house of bread—
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sibly professional men of distinguished wisdom.
He demanded [“inquired”] of them where
[ “the”] Christ should be born. Note that Christ
is not here a name, but stands for the Anointed
One, the predestined Deliverer of the world.

5, 8. In Bethichem of Judea. “The prophet”
is Micah (5, 2). The passage is given in poetig
form in the Revised Version, Juda, which
should be spelled Judah, was the ancient form
of the name Judea.

T. Privily.  Privately, The 1wise men.  As
before, the magi, a professional title. Inquired
of them diligently what time the star appeared,
“Learned of them exactly the time of the star
that appeared,”

8. He sent them to Bethlchem. Forwarded
their plans, seeking at the same time to conform
them to his own. Go and scarch diligently for
the young child. *“Go, and search out exactly
concerning the young child.” And when ve
have found him, bring me word again, that I
may come and worship him also. The note on
“worship” on verse 2 also applies here,

9. When they heard the king, they departed.
“And they, having heard the king, went their
way.” The star, which they saw in the east,
went before them, till it came and stood over
where the young child was. This description
would seem to imply a meteor rather than a
star.

10. When they saw the star, they rejoiced
with exceeding great joy. They seem to have
lost its guidance before arrival at Jerusalem,
This may have been God’s providential method
of bringing public attention to the birth of the
Saviour.

11. When they were come into the house
[“they came into the house”), they saw the
young child with Mary his mother. Some au-
thorities believe that between the adoration of
the shepherds and that of the Magi the holy
family had returned to Nazareth and come back
again. Fell down, and worshiped him, See note -
on verse 2.

12. In this verse the providential care of
God is clearly described.

PRACTICAL NOTES.

of Judea, situated six miles to the south of Jeru-
salem, seated on an eminence, has a wide scope
of territory for its outlook, and commands the
world in its thinking. It is the city of David
the king, and of David’s greater Son. No use
to ask why God selected such a seemingly in-
significant place for the birthplace of his son,
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for God can afford to disregard all our rules of
thinking and proceeding, and effect results in
keeping with his own high purposes. This Son
is to be a world’s Saviour, and it does not mat~
ter where the birth takes place, so that there is
a sufficiency of power in him,

. He further proposes introducing him to the
lowly of earth, as his first heralds of the event,
and, these being close at hand, afterward to the
stranger from afar, Many things have trans-
pired to produce world-wide expectancy in ref-
erence to this coming Messiah, so that the Jew
is not alone interested in his appearance, but
peoples everywhere. The periods of captivity
which the nation had undergone were used by
God for more purposes than disciplinary proc-
esses on the offenders, but wherever they went,
they carried the “law and the prophets” with
them, and in this way disseminated among the
people with whom they sojourned much of their
religious expectancy.

Then we find these Magi as the foremost
visitors to this illustrious Being. The place
from which they came is in some doubt, both
Arabia and Persia being in the list; with prob-
ably the weight of authority in favor of Persia.
This arises from the term Magi being in all
probability Persian in origin, and these people
being great astrologers, or star gazers. This
was almost a science with these people, if such a
practice could be so dignified. Natural condi-
tions of sky, together with religious practices,
may have been the causes which led these people
to this form of observation.

That a star should be associated with the
birth of Christ seemed a natural consequence,
for he is spoken of so frequently under the figure
of a star. Dr. Whedon says: ‘“This was per-
haps the star seen in prophetic vision by the
Gentile Baalim as being far distant from him-
self in time: ‘I shall see him, but not now; I
shall behold him, but not nigh; there shall come
a star out of Jacob, and a scepter shall arise
out of Israel’ (Num. 24. 17). And by the com-
ing of the Magi was fulfilled in type, “The Gen-
tiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the
brightness of thy rising’ (Isa. 60. 8). These
Magi were as the ambassadors of the Gentile
nations.” ’

While several efforts have been made to press
natural phenomena into the solution of the diffi-
culty of the star, and not one of them fits well,
I think we had better accept the bald super-
natural of the whole circumstance. If, at any
rate, the of the ev: list is to be ac-
cepted, especially along the line of the presence
of a star at all, the supernatural must come in

[Dee. 20.

to interpret the “star’s going before them,” their
“losing it,” and it again appearing and stand-
ing “over where the young child was.” We lose
nothing by this process, and, since we cannot
explain, it places the circumstances among the
inexplicable things of this life, and we patiently
await God's own time for revealing.

The inquiry of these wise men at Jerusalem
produced great alarm. There was a miserable
wretch of an old murderous, blood-stained king
on the throne. He, in great alarm, hearing the
phrase “born King of the Jews,” assembled the
chief priests and scribes, and demanded of them
where this distinguished personage was to be
born. It is jealous alarm, that a rival should
spring up in his kingdom. Jerusalem, sinful,
foul, debauched Jerusalem, was troubled with
him. But this arose b of the wicked
of this proud city. The inhabitants did not
want a Saviour from sin; they preferred the
luxuries of carnality, as the after sequel shows,
to a Saviour who might disturb them in the
gratification of their lusts. 8o “Jerusalem was
troubled with him.”

When the chief priests and scribes gave the
desired information to the Magi Herod called
them secretly and sought to covenant with them
as to their giving him information when they
have found the young child. The king’s hypoc-
risy appears at this point. He has no intention
of worshiping this prince, but he has a large
desire to destroy him.

The wise men continue their journey, and it
is now that the distinctively supernatural in re-
lation to the star appears, for they find it goes
before them and it “stood over where the young
child was” They are enraptured with the
sight, and generously bestow their gifts, and as
devoutly worship. It is the nations of the
world at the feet of its child King. We hear
nothing of any one of the priests or scribes go-
ing to Bethlehem with these strangers, and I
would infer that both classes looked upon these
aged, careworn travelers with some measure of
contemptuous pity. But the constitution of the
mind of the Jew is very apparent in this cir-
cumstance. He could not grasp the element of
humility in such a circumstance, and therefore
passed it by.

God now appears in another way to the Magi,
and warns them not to return to Jerusalem, and
leads them out of the country by another road.
Herod discovers that he is mocked, and in fiery
wrath seeks the end he aimed at, by ordering
the butchery of the innocent children in and
about Bethlehem, from two years of age and
under, in accord with the information obtained
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from the Magi as to the time of the appearance
of the star. But Joseph and Mary and the
young child have gone almost as quickly and
strangely as they came. Violent hands are not
to fall upon him so early in life. He is to be a
sacrifice, but he has an important message to
deliver, and a long road to travel before he ar-
rives at the altar. Herod will sleep in the cold
grave, remembered only for his cruelty, but this
King will be the joy of the whole earth; and
though he shall die the death of the Crucified
One, yet myriads shall find life and peace
through his suffering and death.

Prismatic Lights on the Lesson,
THE KEYNOTE OF CHRISTIANITY,

There was once a joy on earth great enough
to set heaven’s choir of cherubim in song to
celebrate it. That could have been no tempo-
«ary or local joy. It must have been for all the
world, all time, all eternity. It is only the pre-
pared and harmonized instrument that takes up
the impulses of the celestial ether and gets light,
the impulses of electricity from wire or wireless
telegraphy and gets intelligence. So of hearts.
There may be men agnostic of God as blind men
are of color, or deaf men of sound. “A man
may be as much a fool from a lack of sensibility
as from a lack of sense.” Who knows the joy?

1. Wise men (verse 8), 2. Wise men be-
lieve that the King is born; hence seek him in
faith (verse 2).

3. Earnest seekers. They are willing to come
from far lands. KEarnest seekers find stars of
guidance, Others, unprepared and unexpectant,
may not see these stars, but wise men do. They
may not be in the sky. They may be the stars
of the churches, pastors, or teachers. But they
are God-given (verse 9), A recognition of
a second divine guidance gives great joy
(verse 10). ’

4. Wise men find, worship Him, and gladly
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Thoughts for Young People,
WHAT THE VISIT OF THE WISE MEN SHOWS US.

1. How variously God speaks to us—how
many are the voices whereby he calls us, if we
will, out of darkness, whether of mind or of
heart, into his marvelous light. He uses a
language to each which each can understand.
The Universal Father sooner or later has a
word, a star, for all of us.

2. How truth, if it is to be grasped in its
fullness, must be earnestly sought for. These
wise men had a little stock of truth to start
with, but they made the most of that which had
been given them. Some word, some example,
some i inward i ion, may be the
star in the East, bidding the soul hope and per-
severe,

8. This history teaches what is the real ob-
ject in religious inquiry. Worship is the joint
result of thought, affection, and will, rising up-
ward toward God, and then shrinking into the
very dust before him. It is much more than
mere religious thought, it is the soul seeking
the true center of the spiritual universe with
all its powers. [Liddon.]

Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes.
PRELIMINARY,

The pupil's familiarity with the Christmas
story should not deter the teacher from making
especial preparation in order to produce not
only a new but also a lasting impression. The
fact that the members of the class are not ig-
norant of what is to be taught should be the
spur to an earnest endeavor to get the very
most out of the lesson, The dual aim should
be to leave in their minds a clear-cut under-
standing of the essential facts of the lesson text
and an intelligent determination to act because
of the facts.

SURROUNDINGS,
The teacher should review the facts con-

give great gifts (verse 11). They are rewarded,
not merely with great joy at the time, but with
divine guidance afterward (verse 12).

Not only was the beginning of Christ’s dis-
pensation a note of great joy, but it is the whole
signification of that dispensation. He wants our
joy to be full. It was his dying legacy (John
15. 11). It is heaven’s chief characteristic.

The lessons have led up in ideals and realiza-
tions of blessed individual and national life,
through God-guided prophets and kings to Da-
vid, Solomon, and David’s greater Son; through
kings imperfect to the King of kings, perfect,
and of whose dominion there shall be no end.

nected with the birth of Christ both for his own
sake and in order to be prepared to answer
questions, but overmuch time should not be
given to them in the class. The distinction be-
tween B, C. and A. D. may be explained to the
pupils.

APPROACH.

If the teacher has some knowledge of g~
tronomy he may talk a little about the stars if
order to arouse an interest in the lesson, and
then have all turn to verse 2 and make that %
the starting point for the consideration of the 4
text, S
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Somthing like the following may be used as
an lppmﬁ: In a certain church’ in a la
city, each year a few days before Christmas,
there is placed behind and above the pulpit a
number of gas jets arranged as a large star.
During the Sunday evening services and at the
time of the Christmas festival this star is a mass
of brilliant light. Ask: Why do you suppose
this star is put up at Christmas time? That is
correct. It represents the star of Bethlehem.
Now let us open our Bibles to our

LESSON TEXT
and we will study about that star,
Have provided for each member of the class a
card or a piece of stiff paper on the obverse of
which is drawn a star like this:

On the reverse side well over to the left hand
margin have printed this outline :

JESUS BORN:

HERE?
HEN?
ny?
WHAT SHOULD I DO FOR HIM?

From their open Bibles let the pupils give
their answers to these four questions, and have
them jot down these answers in the proper
places to the right of the questions,

The answer to the question, Why was Jesus
born? is given in the Golden Text, which should
be repeated until every member of the class
knows it. The teacher should take especial
pains to have all understand its meaning.

In answering the question, What should I do
for him? some time should be ‘spent on verse 11,
and the pupils should be asked to write what
they think they ought to do for Jesus. Have
the read, and ¢ on them for the
purpose of leading up to the thoughts: If I

- am not a Christian I ought to give myself to

Jesus. If I am a Christian I should give to
‘Jesus my very best worship and my best pos-
- #cssions.

SUNDAY SCHOOI BANNER,

[Dee. 20,

MEMORY HELP,

To sum up what has been raid, ask the pupils
to print on another card or piece of paper the
following :

MY CHRISTMAS PRESENT TO

JESTUS

WILL BE MYSELF.

In cases where the pupils are Christians (not
by profession merely, but in reality) have them
substitute the following for the third line : THE
BEST I POSSESS. Ask them to copy this
resolve at home and to look at it frequently.

By Way of IMfustration,

The Miraculousness and Quictness of the Ad-
vent. It is easy to believe in the miraculousness
of it when we realize its importance, If ever
miracle might be let loose out of the rigid hand
of law, when should it be but now, when the
King of all laws is coming in his personality?
If there are angels, now certainly is the time
for them to appear. If the stars can ever have
4 message and lead men, now is the time when
their ministry can plead its strongest warrant.
If ever the thin veil between the natural and
the supernatural may break asunder, it must
be now, when the supernatural power enters
earthly life and God is present among the sons
of men. The breakage through the ominary
laws of nature's life seems natural and fitting,
as when a king passes through a city we expect
to hear trumpets and cannon replace the com-
mon sounds of trade and domestic life, which
are all that its streets commonly echo,

With the miraculousness comes an impressive
quietness.  Quiet even to homeliness will be the
simplé scenery on which the supernatural light
is thrown. The village inn, the carpenter's
household, the group of peasants—all is as
simple as a peasant’s childhood. Wonderful
power with wonderful stillness, It is a spiritual
miracle, and the miracles of the spiritual life
are always as still as they are powerful, and as
powerful as they are still.—Phillips Brooks.

Seeking the King., The highest wisdom is to
seek the best. Herod sought a crown; the peo-
ple of Jerusalem sought riches and pleasure ;
these men sought the King. They were mer-
chantmen seeking goodly pearls who found the
pearl of great price. Rarnest seekers are sure
to be rewarded. There appeared at the door of
our mission house in Unalaskas Alaska, an
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Eskimo boy who had come a thousand miles,
working his way as he could, because he had
heard through some traders that at the mission
house was a man who could tell him of the
great King whom he should worship, The mis-
sionary, to test him, asked, “Would you like to
study books?” “Study books little; study about
great King very much,” answered the boy. That
earnest seeker was given the knowledge for
which be hungered, and will become an en-
lightener to his own people.

Gifts. When they had opened their treasures
they presented gifts, What a procession that is
which the wise men lead! Through all the
years wise men and women have been bringing
gifts to the Christ. The poor widow is there,
and the noble souls of all ages who have opened
their treasures and given their most precious
things. Some gifts have been like that of the
young man who said, when the collection plate
was hbeing passed, “Put the plate a little lower,
1 want to step into it myself.” The rich young
man who choses his possessions in place of
Christ is not there, nor can the man be found in
this procession who boasted that he had a re-
ligion which had not cost him a cent in twenty
years! Thank God that the art of beneficence
is not a lost art, but the finest of the fine arts,
since God himself is the artist !—Bishop €. (.
Me('abe.,

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

Once more the Christian bells ring the music

of peace, good will to men.
“There’s a tumult of joy
O'er the wonderful birth,
For the mother's sweet boy
Is the Lord of the earth.”

Earth bears the message with clearer under-
standing as the years go by. Dark and heavy-
hearted as it is, humanity lifts its voice to (iod
with better language than “a cry.” To millions
it is yet a faint and far-off strain, like theé first
twitter of a forest bird in the dusk of early day;
but even so, the music of the name Wonderful,
the Counselor, the mighty God, the everlasting
Father, the Prince of Peace is breaking the
spell of the evil spirit in the world as David’s
harp with Saul, or as minstrels woke the power
of the prophets to work miracles in the old days.
At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, for
Jesus is the synonym of love, and love must
conquer. “In the great conflict with evil
Satan sometimes wins in the skirmish, but God
always in the battle.,” 8o let us celebrate the
Conqueror’s birth with joyful hearts.

What called the Peace Congress to consider
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a way to settle national strifes without blood-
shed? Why is patient thought given to ques-
tions of capital and labor? Why is there every-
where a hot protest against child-labor? Why
a determined resistance to the cruelty of sweat-
shops? Why is there a Consumers’ League to
care for the rights and the comforts of sales-
women? Why are there beneficent tenement-
house laws, health regulations, sanitary pro-
visions for stamping out disease? Why are
criminals treated humanely and given a chance
to reform if they will? Why are preblems of
charity studied carefully for the good of the
unfortunate, and even of the unworthy poor?
Why is the conscience and the compassion of
the world roused by the massacre of despised
Jews? Why have the conditions and the publie
sentiment of non-Christian nations regarding
woman's social position and education so hope-
fully changed in the past few years? What has
made it possible for the editor of a Mohammedan
paper to say that the old conditions are “‘en-
tirely unsuited to the march of progress as
progress is understood at the present day,” and
for a book to be issued by a learned Moham-
medan jurist making a plea for the emancipa-
tion of women? How does it come to pass that
while the hymn “Rejoice, the kingdom of Christ
is coming” was being sung in one of the schools
of India a Hindu teacher exclaimed, “His king-
dom has come! Here we are, Hindu, Mohamme-
dan, Christian, high caste, low caste, all sitting
together on the same mat, singing his praises,
His kingdom has come!” Why, over in China,
have there been examples of heroic dying for
truth’s sake never surpassed in pathos, magnifi-
cent courage, and fidelity?

Hold your ear to the shell, and listen to its
unceasing murmur. In it are blended all the
sounds of the sea—the whistling of strained
cordage in the storm: the beating of the ship’s
heart as she travels the paths of the waters: the
voices of pleasure, of commierce, of all the inter-
ests of the great wide world. So in the Christ-
mas chimes we hear the music of that name in
which all the discords and the hopes of earth are
blended in the harmonies of love and peace.

“The Christmas star climbs Ligher every year.
The woes of earth grow lighter
And the hope of hearts grows brighter
In its cheer.”

The Teachers’ Meeting.
The lesson analyzed: The King of the Jews
sought by wise men (Magi) (verse 1), who in-
quired at Jerusalem concerning the King (verse
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2), and told of signs of his coming which had
appeared in the heavens (verse 2). Their pur-
pose in seeking him was to worship him (verse
2). The reigning king, Herod, was troubled by
hearing of the arrival (verse 3), and whenever
he was troubled he had a way of troubling all
Jerusalem with him (verse 3). Being king, he
took the lead in the investigation of the birth-
place of the Messiah (verse 4), The priests
and scribes found the Messiah foretold in the
Scriptures (verses 5, 6), and friends and foes
alike—the Magi and Herod—pushed the search
for the newborn King (verses 7, 8). Herod's
part was insincere (verses 8, 12). The star
which had guided them from their own land now
guided them to Bethlehem (verses 9, 10). They
rejoiced greatly (verse 10), and gave their
treasures to the newborn King (verse 11), who
was protected by God.

VNTO Us
15 DORN.A
SAVIOUR.

a

‘The answering music of the church bells tells
out once more the story of the wondrous Babe
of Bethlehem. It is a time of gladness for all
the world, for the coming of Jesus brought to
men the possibilities of salvation from their
sins and fellowship with God. Even as lowly
shepherds and men of other lands beheld and
worshiped the infant Christ, so may we draw
near to him to-day, and offer the loving homage
of our hearts,

Coloring.—Bell, cream; phrases, white and
purple; text, yellow. ’

Library References.

THE Wise MEN.—Upham, The Wise Men,
and Who They Were. Trench, The Star of the
Wise Men. Van Dyke, Btory of the Other Wise
Man. Merrill, 1" ary of Nazareth. Farrar, The
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Herods.
tionaries,

BETHLEREM.—Geikie, New Testament Hours,
vol. i, pages 1-7. Andrews, Life of Our Lord,
pages T7-83. Smith, Historical Geography,
pages 119, 318,

INCARNATION OF Curisr.—Gore, Incarnation,
Fairbairn, The Place of Christ in Modern The-
ology. Bruce, The Humiliation of Christ.
Parks, The Star in the East, chap. vii. Bib-
liotheca Sacra, vol. ix, page 250.

The lives of Christ, and Bible dic-

SERMONS ON THE LESSONS

Verse 1.—Liddon, Sermons, vol. i, No. 479,
Homiletic Review, vol. xxxviii, page 521 ; vol. x1,
page 545. Preacher's Magazine, 1898, page 553,
Adams, Friends of Christ, page 7. Verse 2.—
Banks, Christ Brotherhood, page 127. The
Treasury, vol. viii, page 19, Alexander, J. A.,
Sermons, vol, i, page 27. McClintock, Living
Words, page 9. Verse 8.—The Homiletic
Monthly, vol. vi, page 693. Verse 6.—The
T'reasury, vol, i, page 462; vol. iii, page 107.
Verse 8.—8elby, Imperfect Angel, page T75.
Verse 10.—Preacher's Magazine, 1896, page 547,
Carroll, Celestial Sermons, page 109. Free
Church Pulpit, vol. ii, page 352. Verse 11.—
George, Consecration, page 76.

FOURTH QUARTERLY REVIEW,

December 27,

Golden Text,
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting
to everlasting upon them that fear him. Psa,

108, 17.
Home Readings,
M. David Brings Up the Ark. 2 Sam. 6, 1-12,
Tu. Gopd's Covenant with David, 2 Sam. 7. 4-16,
W. David’s Joy over Forgiveness. Psa, 32.
Th. Dgvid’s Grief over Absalom. 2 Sam, 18,
24-33.

F. 'The Birth of Christ. Matt. 2. 1-12,

8. David’s Charge to Solomon, 1 Chron. 28.
1-10.
8. Solomon's Wise Choice, 1 Kings 8. 4-15.
Lesson Hymns,
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 301.
Hark ! the herald angels sing,
¢* Glory to the new-born
o i

< New
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New Canadian Hymnal, No, 303,
The Gospel bells are ringing,
Over land, from sea to sea :
Blessed news of free salvation,

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 802,
Hark ! what mean those holy voices,

Sweetly sounding through the skies ?
Lo ! the angelic host rejoices.

Questions for Senior Scholars,
Lesson I
What was David's purpose in bringing the
ark to his capital? Why was this states-
manship? How was it the work of a re-
ligious reformer?

Lesson 11,

The lesson discloses what features in the
character of David? In the character of
Nathan? In the character of Jehovah?
In the condition of Israel?

Lesson II1.
What conception of sin do we find in the
terms ‘“‘transgression,” ‘“iniquity,” “sin”?
What is sin? Who is the sinner?

Lessox 1V.

Is this psalm a personal utterance? How
does it differ from the fifty-first psalm?
What is its theme? Its keynote? Its
climax ?

Lesson V.

Why was Absalom exiled? Was David’s
course right? How did it affect Absalom?
Was his course wise? What light do suc-
cessive events throw on Absalom’s char-
acter?

Lesson VI.
Vhere did the two armies meet? Who was
in command of each? The result? The
political effect? What elements entered
into David’s grief?

Lesson VIL
What is the message of this psalm? Is it
personal? Is it Davidic? Why the change
of figure in it? How do you account for
the continued power of comfort in this
psalm? Is it sufficient for a creed? As an
utterance of faith how does it compare with
Phil. 4. 4-13?
Lesson VIIL
As a description of the degradation of in-
temperance how does this paragraph com-
pare with other descriptions in sacred and
profane literature? What is its moral?
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Lesson IX.

What assembly is here described? For what
purpose called? What was the substance
of David's address? What were affirmed
as the conditions of permanence for Israel?

Lesson X.

What was the nature of Solomon’s sacrifice
at Gibeon? Were such sacrifices peculiar
to the Jews? Right or wrong here? What
was Solomon’s request ?

Lesson XI.

How long had the temple been completed be-
fore dedication? Describe the various parts
of the service. What was the meaning and
intent of the service?

LessoN XII.
What spirit did the queen of Sheba show?
What responsibility should her visit have
impressed upon Solomnn ?

Q " for Int i Sehol

LESSON I.—David Brings Up the Ark.
2 Sam. 6. 1-12—Who did David bring together
to help him? In whose charge had the ark
been? What was done when the ark was re-
moved? What stopped the proceedings? Where
was the ark put? What was done with it
afterward?

LessoN I1.—God’s Covenant with David.
2 Sam. 7. 4-16.—What did David greatly d- ire
to do? What message was sent to him about 1t?
What facts in David's history were mentioned?
What promises were made to him?

Lesson ITL.—David’'s Confession. Psa. 51,
1-17.—For what was the psalmist specially seek-
ing? What confession did he make? What did
he desire as well as forgiveness? By what means
did he expect to be made pure? What vows did
he make?

LessoN IV.—David's Joy over Forgiveness.
Psa. 82.—What blessedness is spoken of? What
painful experience came first? How was peace
obtained? What counsel is given? What are
the blessings of the righteous?

LEssON V.—David and Absalom. 2 Sam.
15. 1-12.—~Who was Absalom? What did he do
to gain the favor of the people? What was his
purpose? What permission did he obtain from
David? What secret arrangements had he
made? What help did he get?

LessoN VI.—David's Grief over Absalor..
2 Sam. 18. 24-33.—What battle was being
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fought? Where had David stayed? What two
messengers came? What tidings did they bring ?
How was David affected by the news?

LessoN VIL—David’s Trust in God. Psa.
23.—What is God called? What does he do for
those who trust him? Through what peculiar
trials does he comfort? What enjoyment does
he give? What companions go with God’s
people?

LessoN VIIL—The Curse of Strong Drink.
Prov, 20. 1; 23, 20, 21, 29-85.—What is said of
effects of strong drink? What company is

» be avoided? What effects of wine drinking
are mentioned? What counsel is given concern-
ing wine? What further bad results are spoken
of? What is the safe thing to do in respect to

. intoxicating liquors?

LessoN IX.—David’'s Charge to Solomon.
1 Chron. 28, 1-10.—Who came together on this
occasion? What did David say about the
temple? What did he say about Solomon?
What did he exhort the people to do? What
commands did he give to Solomon?

LessoN X.—Solomon’s Wise Choice. 1 Kings
8. 4-15.—What had Solomon gone to do? What
was offered to him? What did he choose? What
was promised to him? Upon what conditions
was long life promised? What grateful recogni-
tion did he make?

LessoN XI.—The Dedication of the Temple.
1 Kings 8, 1-11, 62, 63.—Who were present at
the dedication? What was the first thing done?
How was the ark carried? Where was it placed ?
What occurred as soon as it was in its place?
What did Solomon do? What sacrifices were
offered ?

LessoN XIL—The Queen of Sheba Visits
Solomon. 1 Kings 10. 1-10.—What led the
queen to visit Solomon? What did she take
with her? What did Solomon tell her? What
did she see? What did she say? What did she
give to Solomon? What presents did he make
to her?

Lesson XII (Christmas Lesson).—The Birth
of Christ. Matt. 2. 1-12.—What strange visitors
came to Jerusalem? Whom were they seeking?
Why did they come to Jerusalem? What effect
did their coming have? What was done to find
out where Christ was born? What plan did
Herod have? How was the infant Christ found?
What honors were paid to him by the wise men?
How was Herod’s plan made to fail?

[Dee. 27.

Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes,
PART ONE.

Have printed on a large sheet of paper or on
the blackboard the following : !

LEssoN
I. ARK— RELIGION.
II. COVENANT— THRONE.
III. CONFESSION— [IEART.

IV. FORGIVENESS— BLESSBDNESS,
V. REBELLION— HONOR.
VL. GRIEF— FOOLISHNESS,

If the review is conducted from the platform
let one person point to the first column of words
and another question as follows concerning each
word ;

1. What is the title of this lesson?

2. What is the Golden Text?

3. What was the memory outline?

Follow this with four or five clear-cut ques-
tions on the most essential points of the lesson
story.

Then have the words in the second column
pointed to in order and ask: What truth did
you memorize in connection with this word?

When the six lessons have been goue through
in this manner rest the school by having them
sing a well-known spirited hymn, while all
stand.

If the réview is conducted in the class the
teacher must do the pointing and questioning,
using a pad or a lap tablet. TInstead of the
singing the teacher should have the pupils
change their positions and move about for two
or three minutes,

LEssoN
VII. SHEPHERD— OBEDIENCE,

VIII. DRINK— MOCKER.
IX. CHARGE—  TRUST.
X. CHOICE— WISDOM.
XI. TEMPLE— BODY,

XII. QUEEN— RIGHTEOUS.

With these six lessons proceed as indicated
above, Have another break before proceeding to
the next part. Sing a well-known spirited
hymn, while all stand.

PART THREE.

Here the endeavor should be made to impress
some one vital truth to be remembered as one of
the results of the quarter’s study. For example,
the truth impressed in connection with Lesson
VII is suggested.

(See below.) Conclude the
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review with earnest prayer for the Spirit's bless- VII,

ing upon the word as it has been taught.

The following are the applications that were
given in the Memory Work from week to week :

— " Sk i
REAL, SPIRITUAL

RELIGION

ALWAYS BRINGS BLESSINGS.

I WILL NOT BARTER MY

HEAVENLY THRONE

FOR ANY EARTHLY THING.

I

CREATE IN ME ‘N

A CLEAN HEART

O GOD!

1v,

LORD, GIVE ME THE

BLESSEDNESS

OF FORGIVEN SIN.

Y.

I WILL ALWAYS

HONOR

MY FATHER AND MY MOTHER.

VI

I WILL NOT LET MY

FOOLISHNESS

LEAD ME INTO SIN.

I WILL YIELD LOVING

OBEDIENCE

TO THE LORD, MY SUEPHERD.

VL

1 \\'ll.'l, SHUN THAT
MOCKER

THAT DECEIVES 80 MANY.

IX.

I WILL MAKE THE LORD MY

TRUST

ALWAYS AND EVERY WHERE.

X.

I WILL PRAY THE LORD FOR

WISDOM

THAT I MAY DO RIGHT ALWAYS,

XL

I DEDICATE

MY BODY

A8 A TEMPLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT,

XIL

I WILL BE ONE OF THE

RIGHTEOUS

IN ORDER TO MAKE PEOPLE HAPPY,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

It is good to be thankful. It is bad for your-

self, bad for those who look at you, altogether .
every way bad, to bave a depressed spirit or R
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carry a doleful face. Open the windows and let
in the sunshine! Nothing so soon clears the
spiritual sky as a hymn of praise. If you think
the world goes hard with you and everyone is
better off than yourself, read the one hundred
and third psalm and say “amen” at the close of
every verse. Bless the Lord, all that is within
me; love, memory, hope, reason, imagination,
power of thought, eye, ear, lip, all physical
senses and powers, bless his holy name, and
forget not all his benefits, «

How can we be forgetful, as we are, of One
80 good ‘and loving as our God? Every good
gift is from him; he does not send the evil
which we suffer; that is the fruit of sin. Not
always our own sin, but sin which has dis-
ordered the world which was at first made per-
fect and good. We lain of our di forts
and sorrows, and too often have bard thoughts
as if God were the cause of them and as if he
took pleasure in afflicting us. Such a view of
our loving Father is most false; we mistake him
altogether. God is love. He is grieved with
the wrongs of his creatures, and is doing every-
thing that can be done, as rapidly as it is pos-
sible to do it, to remedy all that hurts. Never
attribute either sorrow or wrong to God. Know
always that as he said of his people in Egypt,
80 he ever says of burdened human beings every-
where, “I know their sorrows, and am come
down to deliver them.”

We must trust our Father. We must believe
that he is doing the very best possible for us
under all circumstances, Instead of growing
cold and hard toward him we must feel the fel-
lowship of his sympathy, and cooperate with
him in every gracious plan to bring good out of
the evil. Read this beautiful psalm. Commit it
to memory. It is a picture of the Divine Heart.
Looking at it, we cannot help loving God. For-
giving, healing, redeeming from destruction,
crowning with loving-kindness and tender mer-
cles, satisfying the mouth with good things,
executing righ and jud for all
that are oppressed, merciful and gracious, slow
to anger, never dealing with us on the plane of
our sins nor rewarding us in measure or kind
as we have sinned; high as heaven is above
earth is his mercy so that he has put away our
transgressions as far as the east is from the
west. The east can never touch the west, nor
can sin harm the soul that accepts by faith the
full atonement of the perfect Saviour. As a
father pities his children, so he pities us, for he
knows how weak we are and how unable we are
to bear alone the temptations and sorrows that
befall us,

884 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

[Dee. 27.

Our earthly life is short; we fall like flowers
beaten by the wind; but that is not calamity.
Even death cannot defeat God's purpose of
blessing for us. His mercy (mercy includes
every strong, beautiful, tender characteristic of
love) is from everlasting to everlasting upon
them that fear him. It embraces us far back
to remote generations, and far into ages before
us, to our children and children’s children as
well as to ourselves. Is this a God to be com-
plained of? Is not this a God to love? “Bless
the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me,
bless his holy name.” “Bless the Lord, ye his
angels, that excel in strength, that do his com-
mandments, hearkening unto the voice of his
word. Bless ye the Lord, all ye his hosts; ye
ministers of his, that do his pleasure, Bless the
Lord, all his works in all places of his domin-
ion; bless the Lord, O my soul.”
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In the light and shadow of these Bible narra-
tives we see the unfolding of God’s providential
plan. The studies are from the lives of two
great kings, divinely appointed and conscious of
their obligations to Jehovah. We see that those
who wrought with God were blessed, while dis-
aster and reproach was the condemnation of
those who walked contrary to his will, In the
whole-heartedness of David, the willfulness and
death of Absalom, and the growing greatness of
the youthful king we read lessons whose import
will aid us in living rightly ourselves. The
prominent word in each title will bring to mind
the subject of the lesson and the chief point to
be emphasized.

Coloring.—Scroll, orange; wording, white;
phrases, light blue, .
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RESPONSIVE REVIEW SERVICE FOR THE FOURTH QUARTER.

LessoN I. Davip BrRINGS UP THE ARK.

Superintendent. And they set the ark of God
upon a unew cart. And when they came to Na-
chon's threshing floor, Uzzah put forth his hand
to the ark of God, and took hold of it, for the
oxen shook It.

Scholars. And the anger of the Lord was kin-
dled against Uzzah, and God smote him there for
his error; and there he died by the ark of God.
So David would not remove the ark of the Lord
Into the city of David: but David carried it aside
into the house of Obed-edom.

Teachers. And It was told klng David, saying,
The Lord hath blessed the house of Obed-edom, an
all that pertalneth unto him, because of the ark
of God. So David went and brought up the ark
of God from the house of Obed-edom unto the city
of David with gladness.

All. Blessed are they that dwell in thy house,
(Golden Text.)

LessoN II.  Gop’s COVENANT WITH DAVID,

Superintendent. Thus saith the Lord of hosts,
I took thee from the sheepcote, from following the
sheep, to be ruler over my Peop e,

Scholars. And I was with thee whithersoever
thou wentest, and have made thee a great name.
Moreover 1 will appoint a place for my people
Israel; neither shall the children of wickedness
aflict them any more,

Teachers. I will set up thy seed after thee, He
shall build an house for mg name.

All. Thy throne shall be established forever,
(Golden Text.)

LessoN III. DAviD’s CONFESSION,

Buperintendent. Have mercy upon me, O God,
according to thy loving-kindness : nccordlng unto
the multitude of thy tender mercles blot out my
transgressions.

Scholars, For 1 acknowledge my transgressions.

Teachers. Restore unto me the foy of thy salva-
tion. ‘Then will I teach transgressors thy ways ;
and sinners shall be converted unto thee,

n At"i Create in me a clean heart, O God. (Golden

‘ext.

LessoN IV. Davip’s Joy OvER FORGIVENESS.

Bufer{nltndul. I said, T will confess my trans-
slons unto the Lord; and thou forgavest the
niquity of my sin.

jcholars, ou art my hiding place; thou shalt
preserve me from trouble; thou shalt compass
me about with songs of deliverance.

‘eachers. Be 1:! In the Lord, and rejoice, ye
righteous : and shout for joy, all' ye that are up-
right In heart.

All. Blessed is he whose transgression Is for-
glven, whose sin Is covered. (Golden Text.)

LEssoN V. DAVID AND ABSALOM.

mtﬂlleﬂdﬂlt And Absalom rose up early and
st beside the way of the gate, so that when
any man had a suit which should come to the
king for judgment, Absalom sald unto him, See,
thy matters are and right; but there Is no
man deputed of the king to hear thee, Oh that I
were made judge In the land!

Scholars. Absalom sald unto the king, I pray
thee, let vow which I have
ron. And the king

and pay m

me
vowed unto t{: Lord In Hq
peace.

sald unto him, Go in

Teachers. And Absalom sent spies throughout
all the tribes of Israel, saying, As soon as ye hear
the sound of the trumpet, then ye shall say, Ab-
salom reigneth in Hebron,

All. Honor thy father and thy mother : that th:
days may be long upon the land which the Lo
thy God giveth thee. (Golden Text.)

LessoN VI. DAvVID'S GRIEF OVER ABSALOM.
Superintendent. And the king sald, Is the youl
man Absalom safe? And Ahimaaz nnlwera
When Joab sent the king's servant, and me, thy
servant, 1 saw a great tumult, but I knew not

what it was.
Scholars. And the king sald unto Cushi, Is the
oung man Absalom safe? And Cushi answered,
he enemles of my Lord the king, and all that rise
up lglnluat thee to do thee hurt, be as that young
man Is.

Teachers. And the king was much moved, and
went up to the chamber over the gate and wept:
and as he went, thus he said, O my son Absalom,
my son, my son Absalom! would God I had died
for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son !

All A foolish son is a grief to his father. (Gold-
en Text.)

LessoN VII Davip’s TrusT IN Gob.
Buperintendent. The Lord Is m{ Shepherd; I
shall not want. He maketh me to lie down m
greten pastures: he leadeth me beside the still
‘waters.

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the
paths of righteousness for his name's sake.

Scholars. Yea, though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for
;hotu art with me; thy rod and thy staff they com-
‘ort me.

Teachers. Thou preparest a table before me In
theJ)renence of mine enemies: thou anointest m
head with oil ; m{ cup runneth over. Surely so«l

and mercy shall follow me all the days o

nd I will dwell in the house of the Lol
forever.
All, The Lord is my shepherd. I shall not want.

u,
(Golden Text.)

LessoN VIII. Tae Curse oF STRONG DRINK.

Buperintendent, Who hath woe? who hath sor-
row? who hath contentions? who hath wounds-
without cause? who hath redness of eyes?

Scholars. They that tarry long at the wine;
they that go to seek mixed wine,

‘eachers. At the last it biteth like a serpent

and stingeth like an adder.
All. Wine Is a mocker. (Golden Text.)

LessoN IX. DaviD's CHARGRE TO SOLOMON.

Buperintendent, Then David the king said, Hear
me, my brethren and m{ dpeople: as for me, It
was In mine heart to bulld an house of rest for
the ark of the covenant of the Lord. But God
sald unto me, Thou shalt not build an house for
my name, because thou hast been a man of war,
and hast shed blood.

Scholars, He hath chosen Solomon my son to
sit upon the throne. And he said unto me, Solo-
mon thy son, he shall build my house.

Teachers, And thou, Solomon my son, know thou




he
- thy wigdom,

the God of th father, and serve him with a per-
fect heart and with a willing mind : If thou seek
him he will be found of thee: but if thou forsake
him, he will cast thee off forever.

. Trust in the Lord with all thine heart.
(Golden Text.)

LessoN X. SoLomon’s Wise Cuoick,
Superintendent, {he Lord appeared to Solomon
in a dream by night: and God sald, Ask what |
shaM give thee.
Scholars. Thou hast made thy servant king: and
1 am but a little child: 1 know not how to go out
or to come In. Glve therefore thy servant an un-
derstanding heart to jud, thy geaple, that I may
discern between and bad: for who is able to
Jud{e this thy so great a people ?
eachers. And God said unto him, Because thou
hast asked this thing,

but hast asked for thygelf understanding to dis.
cern judgment ; behold, 1 have done according to
thy words: and I have also %:ven thee that which
thou hast not asked, both riches and honor,

All. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom. (Golden Text.)

LessoN XI. THE JEDICATION oF THE TEMPLE.

Superintendent. And the priests brought in the
ark of the covenant of the ord to the most holy
place, even under the wings of the cherubim,

Scholars, And it came to pass, when the priests
were come out of the holy place, that the cloud
filled the house of the Lord, so that the priests
could not stand to minister because of the cloud :
{nrrdthe glory of the Lord filled the house of the

40

Teachers. So the king and all the children of
Israel dedicated fhe house of the Lord.

All. T was glad when they said unto me, Let us
80 into the house of the Lord. (Golden Text.)

TessoN XIL Tue QUEEN oF SHEBA Visirs Sor-
OMON,

Superintendent, And when the queen of Sheba
heard of the fame of Solomon she came to prove
him with hard questions. And she came to Jeru-
salem with a very great train, with camels that
bare spices, and very much gold and preclous
stones,

Scholars. And when the queen of Sheba had seen
all Solomon's wisdom, and the house that hé had
built she said to the llnq. It was a true report
that I heard in mine own land of thy acts and of

Teachers. And hehold, the half was not told me,
Blessed be the Lord thy God, which delighteth in

" thee, to set thee on the throne of Israel

All. When the righteous are in authority, the
people rejoice, (Golden Text.)

PracTICcAL NoTtEs,
Lesson I.
It Is possible to do a thing In a wrong way.
po {wdhe y

We need to be taught neceult'y of reverence,
‘ltrre,;emce tends to the destructio
self.

Lesson I1.

It Is something to have a grand purpose al-
gh it may n'ever come to unhru visible.
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David dreamed a temple, and he was better for
the dream.

Lesson 111,

David never apologizes for his sin. The Bible
offers no apology for him, Greatness and gening
are no excuse for wrongdoing.

Lesson 1V,

The hopeful element in David's case was the in-
tensity of his glln on accoant of his sin. The
diseased limb that feels no pain is ho eless, be-
cause absence of feeling is a sign of dea h.

Lesson V,
There are often sad results when the head of a

family Is so absorbed in business, public or pri-
vate, that he neglects the training of his children,

Lesson VI,

God gave us human fathers and their love that
we might know snmethln&; of the infinite love of
our heavenly Father and his yearning over his
rebellious children.

Lesson VII,

If the Lord is our Shepherd we shall have all
things temporal and spiritual with which to sup-
ply every want of body and soul,

Lesson VIII.

Wine Is a mocker. At first it is the grateful
stimulus of an hour, at the last it is the worm
that never dies and the fire that never shall be
quenched.

Lesson IX,

When Israel marched with God the nation be-
came great and strong with a glorious career,

Lesson X,

Every young person should make Solomon's wise
cholce for the same reasons he made it : God's
goodness in the past. God has rlven him a work
to do. He Is raunx and Inexperfenced. Upon the
Issues depend life or death,

Lesson X1,

Solomon's temple Is the type of God's kingdom :
all the world will contribufe to it : distant kings
have often prepared the way for it, In its beanty
and grandeur it is the glory of the whole earth,

Lesson XI1I.

Heathen natlons are attracted to Christianity
because of the higher civilization. National pros-
perity Is a testimony to the God of nations,
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Primary Teachers' Department.

Teaching the Word,

Tie primary teacher can do no more far-
reaching and effective work than to help store
away Bible texts in the minds of little children.
The simple texts should be chosen—*milk for
babes"—and there are several ways of making
this kind of an exercise attractive,

Have you tried the “Scripture Alphabet”?
Select as many texts as there are letters of the
alphabet, beginning A, B, C, ete. Teach one
cach Sunday, reviewing those previously learned.
Nix months will easily compass this, and there-
after the children should be reviewed ocea-
=ionally.

Have you tried the “Golden Chain”? You
may make it as long or as short as you choose,
only let the last word of each text be the opening
word of the succeeding.

These little devices are an aid to memory, and
the law of association works powerfully with
little children, as with grown people. Of course
the Golden and Tiny Texts should be empha-
sized, and the mothers should be urged to teach
them te the children at home,

The “Chautauqua Drill,”, so well known, is
also most helpful, as well as suggestive, Many
Bible texts may be taught by the aid of motions,
which are always a help in making any exercise
pleasing to the children.

Decision Day for Our Youngest,

SuovLn the wee people of our primary class-
es be asked to come to Christ? Should the
=ubject of personal salvation ever be presented
to them? This is indeed a question as delicate
as it is important. That there is a sad need of
conversion in the lives of even the best chil-
dren in early childhood is certain, and as much
as we admire the innocence of those dear little
ones we have ample proof from their own deeds
that they have been born in sin,

Whether or not the subject of personal sal-
vation is presented to the little ones, they
should be taught the fundamental doctrines of
religion. At home and elsewhere they receive
the impression that it is one’s own goodness
that takes one to heaven. In view of this fact,
no wonder it is so impossible to remove this
idea from the minds of adults. Thousands who
call themselves orthodox and have been brought
up in this faith declare in times of revival
througheut the country that they have done
many geod works, and that these will entitle

them to emtrance to heaven. They do not seem
to realize that the Saviour has no part in their
experience,

From what I have seen of child life I have
come to the conclusion that unless the children
are converted in the Primary Departraent they
will never be converted, I have scen dozens
leave the primary room and commence at once
a downward career, It seems scarcely possible
that children between the ages of eight and
fourteen could learn and practice so much evil;
vet facts show that they do, and “facts are
stubborn things.”

“The age of conversion,” as psychologists term
it, is at the age of adolescence; then a child
has a natural craving for God and a sense of
his own unworthiness, It is very easy at such
a time to lead a child to his Savionr, When
a child is converted he is saved from future
sins, and how much better to be saved from un-
committed sins of the future than from already
committed sins of the past. O yes, it is a great,
great gain when one can be instrumental in
saving the soul of a child in his early teens.
But greater is the gain when the child’s con-
version is secured before this age. In the first
place, the nervous system is extremely sensifive
at the age of adolescence; the child is con-
scious of himself as he has nmever been before,
he begins to take a new interest in life, hence
he has a great sufficiency to attend to without
the addition of a conviction after sin, for every
one who has had any dealings with the religious
life of children know that to them come con-
victions as intense as any that come to adults.

Moreover, the child needs conversion before
this period of life in order to keep him from
sin he would be more likely to commit before
he reaches the age of adolescence.

L find that the child’s idea of a Christian is

of a person who commits no intentional wrong, -
and it is wonderful to see what a high ideal of

virtue even a young child has. Evea if a child
has experienced no remarkable chaiige of heart
(few do, since a child’s conversion is of ne-
cessity different from that of an adult), if he
considers himself a Cliristian there will be a
remarkable change in his conduct—he will re-
alize instinctively what is right and what is
wrong and will in most cases do what is right.
A M. D,

BE sure to read the * Word of exhortation " on

page 892 entitled * A Help that Helps,”
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Tnternational Bible Lessons,
FOURTH QUARTER,

LESSON X. (December 6.)
SOLOMON’S WISE CHOICE. | Kings 3, 4-15,

GOLDEN TixT: “The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom.” Prov. 9. 10.

Primary Notes.
BY JULIA H. JOHNSTON,

Approach. Thought to
impress, the need of mak-
ing up the mind to take
the best—not for what
it looks like, but for what
it is. Tell story of chil-
dren allowed to choose
presents before leaving
their aunt’s home after a
visit. A number of things were offered. One
took some very beautiful flowers, but they soon
faded. Another took some fine toys, which were
soon out of order, or broken. Another chose
some tools, which were very useful for a while,
but he grew tired of them. Another took a
plain little box that did not look as if it were
worth much, but it held a precious stone that
was worth much and would never change.

Is it the biggest thing that is always the best?
Is it always the one prettiest to look at? No, it
is the thing that is worth the most for some
800d reason, and the best reason of all is that
one can do a great deal with it and it will not
wear out ; it can be turned into something useful
at any time, as a precious stone can be changed
for money.

Show picture, or draw one, of a pair of
scales, with the world in one scale and wisdom
in the other. One takes up more room than
the other, but which is worth more? Is there
time to get all the money, all the pleasure in
this world, and to get the truest wisdom, too?
No, one must choose. To-day we learn about a
wise choice. Let us find out about

The One Who Chose. Spend a little time in
making Solomon a real person. Whose son?
Where did he live? Does living in a palace
make a man a prince? No, but being the king's
son does. Was Soloman rich? young? strong?
happy? Had he everything needed? It seems
not. God gave him a chance to choose what he

L,; would have now, besides all that was already

his. What did his father tell him to do, as we
have learned? Know the God his father loved,
and serve, love, and trust him. Solomon could
choose to do this, or he could refuse, Some-
thing he did showed that he was thinking about
his father’s God. He went to Gibeon, where
was an altar, and made a thousand offerings to
the Lord. This would do no good unless his
heart went with his gifts and prayers. God
saw the young king's heart, and came to him in
a dream by night, saying, “Ask what I shall
give thee,” How wonderful this was—how
good and kind!

The Choice. Draw out from children what
Solomon might have asked. What would the
scholars ask for if they could have just what
they wished? We show what we are by what
we wish for. One who wishes only for toys cares
most for play. If one wishes only for books it
shows that he loves to read. A greedy fellow
asks only for good things to eat, or for money
to get what he wants. Solomon might have
asked long life, great riches, or victory in battle,
but he asked for wisdom. He wished to know
what to do and how to do it, as king over God’s
people. God was pleased. He promised to give
what Solomon asked, and also many things
which he did not ask. God gives us many bless-
ings' we do not éven think to pray for. But
some things we must choose if we are to have
them at all.

Write on board SOLOMON’S CHOICE—
WISDOM ; under it, MY CHOICE, and after
it an interrogation mark. Let each one answer
to God in his own heart,

Memory Thought for the Roll: Choose the
Best. We cannot make people wish for the best
things, nor choose them, but we can beg them to.
We can ask them to listen to God’s voice, telling
them what to do and what is best.

Draw out from children what is the best
thing. The best choice is Jesus himself, He
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knows everything and can teach us what to do
and how to do it. He can make us what he
wants us to be—his loving little followers.

Thought for Teachers. “Ask what I shall
give thee.” God’s loving voice thus entreats us
by day and by night. How shall we care for
his little ones? Where shall we get wisdom?
Have we asked? Have we taken? Let us try
to realize how our Father loves to have us ask.
It is his good pleasure to give.

—

LESSON XI. (December 13.)

THE DEDICATION OF THE TEMPLE,
1 Kings 8. 1-11, 62, 63.
GoLpEN TeXT: “I was glad when they said

unto me, Let us go into the house of the
Lord.” Psa. 122, 1.

Primary Notes,

Approach. Teach this
with the definite purpose
of making the children
feel that God’s house is
a happy place, where
all should be glad to
go. Begin with the
meaning of dedication—
setting apart. A soldier
who makes a solemn promise to follow the flag
is set apart to fight for his country. In a new
bouse one room may be set apart for visitors
and kept for them. Once a good woman noticed
a prophet, or, as we would call him, a minister,
passing her house. She said to her husband,
“Let us build a little extra room, and put a bed
and stool and candlestick in it and have it al-
ways ready for this good man, that he may stop
and rest in the place whenever he passes.” They
did this, and the room was set apart to be the
prophet’s, to be used only by him. Do you
suppose these good people were sorry to see the
prophet coming to stay in his room? Was he
sorry to turn aside and rest there? Don’t you
suppose they all had some happy times together
in that house where the man of God was made
welcome? I think so.

To-day we learn about

The House Built for God. Who built it?
Solomon. But who wished to build it? David.
He gathered precious things for the building,
about four million dollars’ worth of gold and
silver, besides brass, iron, copper, stone, and
wood. Then Solomon and the people added more
precious things, and sent to Tyre, upon the sea-

shore, for the finest wood and for men who
could do fine work, and about ten thousand
men a month, altogether, helped in the building
of this wonderful house. It took seven and a
half years to finish it. All the beautiful stones
were squared and smoothed away from the
place, and the cedar wood covered with gold,
and everything was put in place silently with
no noise of saw or hammer. How do you sup-
pose Solomon and all the people felt when this,
the most beautiful building in all the world,
was finished ?

The House Given to God. The Lord allowed
his children to gather all this gold and silver,
and get the white stones and precious wood. It
was all his, but now he wished them to give back
to him what he had let them get and give,
God's house must be dedicated, or set apart for
prayer and praise. O what a glad day this was!

Fix these details of the lesson story: The
great gathering of joyful people, and teach
Golden Text in connection; the bringing up of
the precious ark, in the right way, and putting
it in place, beneath the golden angels in the
holiest of all; the wonderful cloud of glorious
light filling the house, showing that God was
there; and the offerings which the king made.
So God's house was dedicated, or given to him
with joy and with gifts.

Memory Thought: Be Glad in God's House.
Whose house? We call it now not temple but
church. Why be glad there? Why did not all
those people have to be driven to the temple long
ago? Should we need to be made to come to
church and Sunday school? Do we run home
to mother and father to stay because we would
be punished if we did not? Emphasize the love
thought of the lesson, that we should be glad
because it is our Father’s house. If we can
help to build it, or take care of it, we shall love
it more. How can we show our love and glad-
ness? Enumerate ways for children to do this.

Be glad in Giod’s house

Thought for Teachers. We must never forget :
that some in our care have no home nurture in




SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

love for God’s house. We must make up for
this. As far as possible let us keep the associa-
tions wholly allied with sacred things, not with
week-day play, and make the place so sweet that
little ones will love to meet the Saviour there,

LESSON XIL (December 20.)

THE QUEEN OF .SHEBA VISITS SOLO-
MON. 1 Kings 10, §-50.

GOLDEN TEXT: “When the righteous arve in
authority, the people rejoice,” IP'rov, 29, 2.

Primary Notes,

Approach. Aim to lead
children to learn of Jesus,
bringing all questions to
him.  Begin by asking

« about school life, What

is a teacher? Why do we
have teachers? What are
we in school for? What
sort of teachers do we
need? Wise ones, who know much more than
we? Tell the sweet story of Mary of old who
sat at Jesus's feet and learned of him. She took
a low place and looked up to her great Teacher,
Jesus says to each of ys, “Learn of me.” Do we
think we know all things? Then we are not
ready to learn. Ryen a great and rich queen
may not know everything. There was one long
ago who had many questions she wished an-
swered. To-day we learn about

The Queen’s Questions. Make this a picture
lesson. Its oriental coloring should be made to
attract attention. Draw picture frames on the
board, but make word pictures to fill them, and
let children draw upon imagination to see them.
Picture the queen in her palace. How rich and
great she is! But she is not rich enough in
knowing things. She wishes more wisdom.
She is puzzled over things. Bring before the
eye the travelers passing who tell of Solomon’s
wisdom. The queen decided to visit him. Now
comes the procession. What a “very great
train”!  Tell of the camels and the servants,
the spices and gold and precious stones, a great
store, fit for a queen to give and a king to take.
Describe the long journey from the part of

\\“\S\\\\L/}/Z

=

ents, for sake of seeing Solomon’s riches, for she
had riches enough herself, and in her country
gold was so plentiful that péople even used it
on doors and reofs of houses. Their wenderful
spices, the best in the world, also brought them
much money. No, it was not riches, but wisdom,
the queen wished. That was her purpose, or
what she went for. 8o she went on with her
servants, camels, gold, and spices, We havye had,
beginning with P,

ALACE,
ROCESSION,
RESENTS,

URPOSLE,

THE QUEEN'S

Picture now the arrival in Jerusalem and all
the wonders of the place. Then the hard ques-
tions are asked and answered. The wisdom
God gave in answer to Solomon’s prayer is now
given out to Sheba’s queen. We have

THE ONDERS OF THE KINGDOM,
ISDOM OF THE KING.

What now? 0, she calls even the servants
happy, and all the people blessed, because they
have such g wise king. She praises (God for all
the wisdom, she gives her presents, receives
greater ones, and goes home saying the half had
not been told her. Now she knew, for she had
been to see for herself. That is the only way.
What sorrow would have filled her heart if
Solomon had not been able to answer her ques-
tions. Now she returns with joy. Teach Golden
Text,

Memory Thought: Learn from the King.
Who is our King? Who is wise enough to tell
us all we need to understand? Whé can make
plain to us what puzzles and troubles? Who
loves to listen, and to teach us? Who always
gives us far more than we can bring te him?
Are we learning, then, of King Jesus, who said

mz

TAMUZ~T OMoI=<
FC TSm0z~

_ . Arabia where the queen lived. Fow ti
. it must have been! She surely would not have
.~ gone, with this long procession and all the pres-

bimself he was wiser than Solomon?
we learn of him?
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for she Show very simply how we can learn by read-  whose mercy began so long ago and lasts so long

conntry ing and hearing his word, by Sunday school that it is called mercy which lasts forever, or

used it lessons and sermons, by listening to those wiser mercy from everlasting to everlasting. It is the
nderful than we, by prayer, most of all, and watching  Lord’s mercy. Teach Text.

it them to see what he will show us, and listening to his Our Memory Roll. The lessons we have had

visdom, voice in our hearts, Whenever troubled or puz-  are part of the Bible story, written about two

0se, or tled abont anything let us just tell Jesus about , kings, David and Selomon. The story of what

ith her it. He will always help us. is past is called history. We have been trying

ve had, 'Y A to learn some wonderful history, written in

Thoughts for Teachers. God’s book, and our Memory Roll has on it

The half has not been told us, the lessons we have been taught by this wonder-

By any passer-by, ful history. Writing lessons on a roll does not

Of all the love and wisdom write them on our memory, but it helps. - We

In Christ who rules on high. will now see if the lessons have been written on

od all We too must hasten to him, our vmemorios. All the history shows our Fa-

piy Though o'er a desert way, ther’s mercy and goadnon_s. He has always bt.‘en

el With all our doubts and questions the same and always will be, If he was kind

o To hear what he will say. to David and Solomon he will be good to us.
3 He covets such communings— He never changes. Because he is so good and
Come, let us go to-day. merciful ought we not to try to please him?
OM The lessons on our Memory Roll are all things
e - et we ought to do. Why? Because our loving
Father tells us to, and we ought to obey because
stite LESSON XIIL (December 27.) he bas a right to tell us what to do, and we
' they REVIEW. should love to do it because of his tender merey
or all to each of us.
ceives GoLpEN TeEXT: “The mercy of the Lord is from Here are lessons from the Memory Roll, in
£ had everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear order: 1. Takc Jesus home. 2. Take God at
5 had him."  Psa, 103. 17, lis word. 3. Be sorry for sin and say so.
way. 4. Ask God to forgive. B, Be obedient. 6. Be
rtoif Primary Notes. wise and give joy. Follow the Shepherd.

ques-

Approach, Seek to give S L.ook not upon the wine. 9. Trust and obey.
olden

children an idea of mercy, 10. Choose the best. 11. Be glad in God’s house,
preparatory to teaching 12, Learn from the King. For to-day add this:
Golden Text for Review, Trust in God's mercy.

Tell of a great king who The teacher may go over lesson titles and
took many captives in texts, and review the lesson teachings in con-

King.
D tell
make

Who war, It used to be the nection. If possible, turn back the roll, and pull
ways castom to kill such sol- it down space by space, revealing but a lesson at
hin;‘.‘ diers as were taken pris- time. Help class to see connection of teaching
said oners. This was thought right, because they With the Golden Text. If the children have

had been taken while fighting against the king
who won the battle. But this king said, “I
might kill them, but I will set them free in-
stead. I have a right to kill them, and they
have no right to expect me to set them free, but
I am sorry for them, and will let them go back
to their homes.” That was merey. To pay the
soldiers who fought for him would only be right
and what they ought to ask for. We call that
justice—what one deserves. But the enemies

—

of the king, who did not deserve to be set free,
had kindness shown them which they could not
ask for as others asked for their pay. Such
kindness is called mercy. Many men have shown
mercy, but how long can one keep on showing it? ¢ at the beginning of the

By and by people get tired, but there is one quarter and often repeated during the weeks,

o Ha
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write these lesson teachings down at home, they
should be asked to bring them now, and some
recognition of faithfulness should be made.

Sing, to tune “What a Friend We Have in

Jesus,” the lesson hymn verse for quarter :

God is love and God is mercy,
Ready to forgive and bless ;

Watching daily o'er his children,
Full of grace and tenderness,

O, how glad to love and please him
All his little ones should be;

Help us, Lord, to learn these lessons,
May we trust and follow thee,

Thought for Teachers. The bridge of our
quarterly review must rest on the piles we have
driven week by week,

In the Primary Realm,

“Ir it be true that no one ever looked into
the kingdom of heaven except threugh the eyes
of a little child ; if it be true that the eyes of
every unspoiled ehild are such a window, take
the vision and be thankful.”—Bdward Howard
Grigge.

Whisper Songs for December,
TENTH LESSON,

JEesus, I would choose thee
As my Guide and Friend,

Teach me, lead me, love me,
Always to the end.

ELEVENTH LESSON,

In thy house, dear Father,
Give thy child a place,

And for faithful service,
Give me strength and grace,

TWELFTH LESSON,
Make me strong for service,
Rich in love and truth,
Wise to choose thy wisdom
In my early youth,

THIRTEENTH LESSON.

Write thy name, dear Jesus,
On my heart to-day ;

And into thine image
Let me grow, I pray.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

Order of Seevice
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT.
Fourth Quarter.
CONCERT RECITATION,
“All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful,
The Lord has made them all.”
SINGING.
“Jesus, where'er thy people meet,
There they behold thy mercy seat;
Where'er they seek thee, thou art found,
And eve'y place is hallowed ground.”
Teacher. Jesus called a little child unto him,
Class. “Whoso shall receive one such little
child in my name, receiveth me.”
T. Blessed are they that dwell in thy house,
C. They will be still praising thee,
PrAISE Sona. “Praise him, praise him,” sug-
gested.
ADDITIONAL LESSON, (Five minutes.)
SiNaINa, “I think, when I read that sweet
story of old.” (Two stanzas.)
WHISPER PRAYER,
“Dear Saviour, as in days of old-
Thou didst thy little one enfold
Within thy loving arm,
8o wilt thou take this heart of mine,
And keep it ever truly thine,
Secure from sin and harm.”

PRAYER, by teacher, followed by the Lord's
Prayer,
SINGING. “Yet still to his footstool in prayer I
may go.” (Two stanzas.)
GIvING SERVICE.
Teacher. What did Jesus say about giving?
Class. “Freely ye have received ; freely give.”
T. Who gives us all our good things?
C. God, our loving heavenly Father,
T. What should we bring with our gifts?
C. True love and obedience.
OFFERING MARCH AND PRAYER,
“Bless, dear Lord, the offerings
Which we come to lay
At thy feet, rejoicing,
On this holy day.”

THE LESSON TAUGHT,

Ecuo Praver,

BRIEF RECALL oF LEsson TEACHING,
BENEDICTION,

The Lord bless thee, and keep thee : the Lord
make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious
unto thee: the Lord lift up his countenance
upon thee, and give thee peace. Amen,
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AT 16c. EACH
Retold by Rev. Theodore Johnson,
With colored illustrations.

) The Stery of Pavid The Btery of Joseph

The Story of Meses The Story of Samsen
AT 260. EACH
Large type. Fully illustrated.
Fellowing Jesus
Gsltlo Jesus

Bible Stories. Told in simple language for
linle chll ren

B AT 750. EACH

fe of St. John for the Yo B

Ludington Weed. 03 Seueni

Bible Steries for Childrem. With illustra-
tions by Sir John Gilbert, W.J. Webb,
L. Hoard an

others.
Boards. ik

Gentle Jesus. A life of Christ for the llttle
folks. By Helen E. Jackson. Finelarge
type on good paper. Postage extra, 15¢c.

AT 90e.

Colored Plates. \

The Children’s llnghl(A benntllnl present- |

ation esus retold

Lerd. Insimplel
iot litlle children
AT 35¢. EACH
Cloth, 16mo.
The Peep of Day. Revised Edition.

) Precept Upem Precept. Mrs. R. Mortimer,

Hero a Little and There a Little, Mrs, R.
Mortimer.

( l.l-lo) I!p’,- Line, By the author of * Peep of
ay.
) Pligrim’s Pregress. John Bunyan.

AT 360. EACH
Fully illustrated.
©01d Testament Stories. By Rev, Robert Tuck,

) New TestamentStories. By E. A. Macdonald.

e Child’s Stery of the Bible. With 72
llllumhonn Cloth.

The Life of Christ. Retold in words of one
lylllble Cloth. By Jean S. Remy.

AT 6500. EACH

New Testament Stories. E. A, Macdonald.

o Testament Stories. Rev. Robert Tuck,
Cloth.

AT 750. EACH
-u7 t the Sweet Stories of
01d retold. Belumully illustrated.
Am:wnmm the Young. By George
u

\ Weed.
i Al.llh h.le?d'“.'.m By George

Luding(on

for readers. By Ann R. Butler,

uthor o * Storie: lrom Gen lil." etc.,

wlth ve color 3d plates from pictures by
Tissot, and many illustrations.

AT $1.00 EACH
Dear 01d Storles. (A handsome silt ) To
once, mori by Faith Latimer.
Stories with fine colored illustrat: onl.
My lotlor’ llblo mm
f“ oving mother conyers-
B e ey
tifully {1justr g
The Beautiful Life .f Christ. y Char!
Foster. The complete sto: rﬁol Chri-t’-
)l_le on earth—His Parables,
‘eac llll"
scenes and places.
. C“i‘ of l.gllle c:!lﬁnn A ;‘l‘:ﬁn life
T T,
golored ilhntntionn byo oehn Llw.ogm

AT $1.28

le

of Christ, oﬂ‘innl ‘

Child’s Life
lllum'ltlonl lntroducﬂonl by Rev.J. L.
Hurlbut, D.D., Principal of the Chautau-
qua Literary and Scientific Circle.

AT ‘1 .60 EAGH

Robert
"AChlld' ll . et
nlmiﬂmy iTlustrated. Cloth: jehon 2.

Told in the lan- |

iracles and J
275 illustrations of Bible {{

ﬁ- Breamer. Bylnbenlihd. Fully
illustra Y

ted. Cloth

SENT POSTPAID

WILLIAM BRIGGS,

29.33 Richmond Street West, -

Toronto
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BIBLES FOR GIFTS OR FOR PERSONAL USE. |
"
There is no more ular or 80 satisfactory a gift a8 a beautiful Bible, We have carefully chosen
the following edi 5. d offer them wl{h tiooonﬂdenne that every book will give sa sfaction, )
The Teachers' Bibles nxhln the newest helps and are tully illustrated. The values oftered can- FY
not‘blmrpnnd. otol.—tN:m'g will be lettered in gold on cover for I5c. extra. Bibles will be )
== - R VeSO ible Leather binding, Divinity Cirenit red :(‘
'Ex’ A"n REFEH!"GE 'I'LES under gold edges, round corners. Special, ney ‘!
1. Frenoh Mo ki eu?'.i}"‘ﬂ"‘ sy 8100 P . h\
N oh Morocco, gi v, text
BaEns. Mot Bibieo, icns iral® CHRISTMAS SPECIALS i
g ""‘M,d‘:. kbl i | 23 HOLY BIBLE .- Ruby type, references !t
“ muom divinity circuit, gilt fench morocoo, yapped, round corners, red |
........ Hibie, apc.i leather lined, $0 75 | inder gold edges’ size 4} x 51  Boxed, spécial, 0"
nce Bibl "“ﬂlﬂ!!i inches, s
. F Morocoo, d.l ity circuit, gilt 2. PICTORIAL BIBLE—Size,5x 7 x 1ins, This <
' "“hu o "B%cyl “t!;:nr lEnod,'l.oo Bible is printed from clear Lype on EM white |,
Rul 5§x3ix1 ins. Aper, and contains, in addition to the Old and
6. Clot! . 0 New Testaments, Helps to the Study of the

Refevence Bible, size 51x3j 1
8. French Seal, divinity oﬁc!ﬂt, gilt
lined, $1 25

lmon.lagm """" ot Biblosovis o 51X31x1
. Texi 08, size 5}x31x1 ins.
9 l":inoh orocceo, divinity circuit, t
o pel
orooco, divinity circu
hasseehasing e Llo;yleu‘ner i Eod. $1.50
. References, size 7jx5}x14 ins.
11. French Morocco, divinify cirenft, rilt
RN 1.25; leather lined, $175
References. Thin pa redition, § in. thickness.

12. French Morocco, ivinity circuit, gi't

8808800000 000000i00s00 000nrsnsans 175

13. tian Seal, divinity circuit, gilt »dges,
E{Ku L AR e S ﬂgq’

14. Persian Moroceo, divinity circuit, gilt eugas,

eather lined, silk cewn.......... = oo $275

15. Turkey Morocco, divinity circuit, gilt es,
eather lined, sill sewn [

Text B
16. French Seal, di 7inity circuit, gilt es,

Bourggois Type. Ref e Bible, size
yy’o‘“x“erenc

ins,
17. French Seal, divinit circuit, gilt
Odguliﬂ{. leather lined, $3.00

TEACHERS' BIBLES

Minion Type. Size 8x5} ins.
ptian Seal, divini ircuit, gilt
@ :l.?‘!.‘i?lecathnr u:foc. 20
19. Persian Morocco, divinity circuit, gilt ed A
leather lined. silk sewn. ... .- " bt )]

Lu" or Size 8§x5). India paper

mﬂnn. ”'ll'h’l’:'lllnnm !arl-":.nllng pnperprn
world,

2. n Seal, divinity circuit, gilt edges,

lined y ......... '"sfso

21. Persian M divinity circuit, gilt edges,

leather lined, silk sown ... " 511t *486s,
8. LARGE TYPE, SELP-PRONOUNCING
TIA&IIIF BIBLE—With photo-views of
le lands. D.I%MINI are

in Bibl

[3
ible, size 8}x6x1{ ins, |

¥ Whatsoever ye would that men should

in
29-33 Richmond St. West,

Bible, Fifteen beautiful Maps in color, and a
series of Photo-views of Scenes in Bible Lands,
made fror.. recent photographs, These pictures
not only show scenes as they actually exist to-
dnﬂv. but they lend an interest not given to the
Bible by any other embellishment.  Morocco,
Yapped, ,» round corners, gold
edges, K Or, if preferred, we
offer, at the same price, a Bible similar to the
above, minion ty[f)e, without the pictures, bug |
with ﬁlouonnry of Scripture Names, with their
pr ion and ing, ref ‘es, chaptey
numbers in plain figures, also, Harmony of the
Gospels, New Testament, Chronology, cte,
25. NELSON TEACHERS' BIBLE—The Hel
are all new and graphically written by the
most eminent scholars, with illustrations on
®Age. The Conc
most complete yet produced, as
Concordance, Subject lndex' pronounces and
interprets Scriptura Proper Names, ete., in one
. B. C. list. ‘I he twelye Maps are beautifully
colored, cnrefullf revised and u[)ecinlly en-
ved from the latest surveys, with complete
ndex. French morocco, yu‘)pod. round corners,
red underd;old edges,” linen’' lined, boxad.
Evecial, $1.35. The same book, indexed, $1.50, !,

SIZES OF TYPE.
DIAMOND,
Whakees st yo would that men should 40 to you, do ye svem a0 to them.
PRARL,
munnmnmuumunm ok
RUBY,
Whatsoever yo would that men should do to you, do ye ev
NONPARRIL,
Whatsoever ye woald that men should do to you, do
MINION.
Whatsoever ye would that men should do to yo
EMERALD,
Whatsoever ye would that men should do to
BREVIER.
Whatsoever ye would that men should do to
BOURGROIS,
Whatsoever ye would that men should

nonpareil t;
B,

Whatsoever ;o

BMALL rica
Whatsoever ye would that men sho
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Christmas Booklets

In Handsome Designs,
At 8 Cents Each
Step by Step. A Guide to My Feet.
Precious mises, Our Dail, Bruul
Wayside Flowes The G

5 Sead.
At 5 Cents Iteh
\olen Df Praise. With Jesus,

Harp Strin
An Old lend, eeting. by
Hone; Ont.oflhe Rock. I'he Ihgln, Way.
Christmas Sta Thoughts of Peace.
Cheery ( hrim.mml lace.
My Vly Token.
Bells of Yule. Glory to God.
Daily Bread. A Song on the Way Home.

Messages from the Master.
At 8 Cents Each
The Royal Star. Serving Others,
At 10 Cents Each
Pleasant Fruits. Under His Shadow.
Fulness of Joy. God Our Refuge.
The Mounuin Spring.  Blessed are They.
Tnu n Him. Christmas Messages,
'.he Western Sea. Yule-tide l‘lunﬂuren
C ristmas Greetings. Sweet, Sweet. Home.
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
The Secret of His Presence.
In the Service of the King.
A Happy Christmas Day,
At 15 Cents Each
He Knoweth, Friendship Greets You.
Yule Bells Flo of Friendship.
The Canrl. of Chrlul mas, Daily Thoughts,
The Daily F Christmas Joy.

A 20 Cents Each
Goodwill Garlands, Sowing and Reaping.

from the Briti:h poets on the Seasons.

t 25 Cents Each
Christmas Wishes.
Perfumed Petals,

Thou Wil t.

Cantatas

mlnr!utlnl Light. By Hall and Mack,
World's Redeemer. By Olifton and Miles,
IMMN. By Miles and Post.
m ‘onderful Night. By Elderidge and Wilton.
in Love-Land. By Kirk and Clifton,
The muy of the King. By Clifton and Payn.
of Peace. By F. V. Hubbard,
Bells. Music by Gabriel and Others.
Christmas. l“mmge J. Meyer,
lo.. postpaid.
The Banta Claus. A Christmas Cantata f
Ohm.!m.m By Miles and Hall. Each, Q.Ec. o
Ohristmas Exercises and Recitations. A Col.
lection of Exercises and Roclullon- Drilln. ete,,
for use at Christmas Time. Each

The Trial of Santa Claus. AOhrlmnnCm-
tata. By Wells and Town, Each 30c.

The Pnsin: of the Year: with choice extracts

Christmas Services and

Christmas QCards

In this line we have anticipated the wants of our fe
friends, and with an enlarged stock, selected with 0
special care, we are in a position to supyly the most s
exacting needs of every one requiring Clhriutmnn or 1)
New Year's Cards. dnr stock comprises a large I\
number and variety of designs, which for beauty of '3’
design and coloring wre unsurpassed, "
Chnlf.mu Cards, 10 in a box with envelopes,
N and 50c. per box, postpaid,
Cards, in packages of 1 dozen, 10c,,
nd 50¢, per J»m kage. Postpaid.
ll‘dl ividual Cards at 1c., 8c.,
w. 16¢., 20c. ,md 2be,

- -

Postpaid.

(/Jalendars for 1904

We offer this season a large variety of Oalendars in "
orginal and beautiful designs. K
Prices, bc., 10¢., 15¢., 20c, 36c., b0c., 75¢., f)
and $1.50 each,

Speciul care will be exercised in filling orders for 3
Calendars, and the selecting may e safely left to our

Mail Order Department, ,(;
N
RAmnuals for 1903 3
Advis:T. Fancy Board Covers 8035 |
Band of Hope Review. Fanc y Board Covers 0 85 oy
British Workman. Fancy Board Covers. ... .0 60 [\
Chatterbox. Hoards, $1.00: Cloth..........., 1 50 M
Child's Companion. Fancy Beard Covers... 0 35 fo
Cnild s Own Magazine. Fancy Board Cov ers 0 85 .‘k
Children's Friend. Fancy Board Covers.... 0 50 “
Cottager und Ar.isan. Fa Board Covers 0 50 ]
Family Friend. Fancy Board Covers . 050 <y
Infants’ Magazine Fancy Board Oovers.. 0 35 ')-
Little Folks. Boards,$1.00; Cloth . 180 '
Our Darlings. Fancy BoardCovers.. ......, 100 QS.
Our Little Dots. Fancy Board Covers, 0 50 '\'
e, The. Fancy Board Covers. ... . 060 i
Sundav. Boards, §1.00; Cloth, mu ed;.rm ... 180 "\
Canadian /»manac. Paper, soc. : Cloth.... 0 60 *
Sent Postpaid.
Boy's Own. O Imn $1 75 per Mail, $2 00
Girl's Owo. 175 SRR RN )
Leisure Hour. ol ol o
Sunday at Home. * 175 i B .
Quiver “ e 200

Birthday Text Bo.ks

Cloth, 25 cents each, Postpaid,

Daily Love and Light.
Daily Strength.
Daily Guidance.
Daily Comfort.
The Longfellows Birthday Record.
The espeare Birthday Record,
'nu Téonyson may Bocord.

The Dickens mmuy
For the

In Padded buther, 50 cents each, postpaid.

Birthday Psalter.
Pilgrim Dayr.

Send for our

SENT POS‘I‘PAID

for toy:

- WILLIAM BIIIIIS. 29-33 llloblonl St. West, TORONTO

r Gift Books
pon application,




¢ Dainty Picture Books |
u Classics

lassics for the @bildren |

paper, with numer. New, Attractive and Beautitully Illustrated.

) ous full-page half-
tone, text and other At 8 cents Each
Ten Little Pussy Oats.  Farm A B O,
d Friends.

appropriate illustra-

Fiel : Little Miss Mufft, |
p tons, illuminated A Was an Archer, Little Picture Book,
titles, trontispiece in In the Country, Nursery Rhymes, \
eight colors, and Pretty Playmates, \
) with etohed por- Where are you Going, my Pretty Maid ?
§ i At 5 cents Each )
Cloth, Special 28¢, each, net; by mail, at.t.ll_:.vmk l;:r:cr. l?\l‘mo sm; for Children.
to t. nny o8,
postage 7o, extra. Olover G Farmyard Favorites.
Domestic Animals Wild Animals
Drummond's Addresses Ht;rynchrlimnu l4\011 C. ll,l.l.mo‘m DnrAln (IJ ABO,
Brook's Addresses Baby Bunting A B C. ytime b
Gold Dust fﬁu- Painter's Book of Pets.
A Christmas Carol. Dickens At 10 cents Each

Chilk

Simple Simon Jack and Jill
Beecher's Addresses to b ( Two Shoes. Cock Robin.
Natural Law In the 8p Tom Thumb. Three ldtﬂu' ;‘r‘

Three Bears, o
The Babes in the Woods. Jack and the Beanstalk.
Large Birds.

Kept for the Master's Use. Havergal " ou%ﬂno An‘i::l:i
Nature Addresses and Lectures, Emerson Sy Bsbag o Shos.

Treasure Island Stevenson, ,,o‘,_‘;’.'ﬁ‘ :;:,.,.. l.mof‘.(')idnﬂ] ole.

Tales from Shakespeare, Lamb Mother Goose Melodies, Tommy Tucker,

Gems fr-m Mother Goowe, Curly Locks, ste.
trom Mother Goose, Little Jack Horner.

|
b Gems .
Gems from Mother Goose, Polly put the Kettle on.

Precept upon Precept

Laddie and Miss Toosey's Mission At 15 cents Each
Black Beauty. Sewell R. Etory:‘lrnm. :‘l::. Story zﬂf ?nvid. )
Samantha at Saratoga. Holley e Story of Moses, e Btory
t Uncle Tom's Cabin, Siome The dtle Rocater,  The Butiery Bl
What is Art? Tolstoi Romps. I‘Zulnd:.ho:: )
i Tom Brown's Schoel Days. Hughes Pick-a-Back. Stands for
f Imitation of Christ, Thomas & Kempls Dolage el B Kabgle. outh African 4 B0,
Mosses from an Old Manse, Hawthorne Cock Robin, Bk (A”;do.
Nepr ve Men, Em :
The Prince of the House of David, Ingraham D ey caicry of Engiand.
h Reveries of a Bacl . Tk Marvel The ‘Who Would a-Wooing Go.
Sartor Resa . Carlyle
i Pleasures of Life. Lubbock ' ul::l::in “.4“;. “‘:‘;m
i . Ohildren A at the Zoo,
| rl-r-n?n Lives §:idiers of the . Roor Fricad
Pligrim's Progress. Bunyan T et and Wings. Apple Ple Alphabet,
Woman's Work in The Home, Farrar Up to London to the Kiug,
Vie, The Autoblegraphy of a Fox Terrier At 50 cents Each

Daily Food for Christians

The Farmer's Friends.  Children of the Empire,
1
L 3
The Crown of Wild Olive., Ruskin Little Mother Goose, an A B O of nursery rhymes.
Essays. Vol. 1.
ity e Sent Postpaid

Emerson’s Essays. Vol. II
RS TR [T
Send fo compl f Christmas Gift Books

for t';o‘;l:rudml? f'e Shiala ° .flmi'on

WILLIAN BRIGGS, 20-33 Richmond St, West, TORONTO |




—A qunmonury on the
}ntﬁmle:lmnﬂh D D. d M. Anﬁolon

loul .
bet. " Ol oth, pos - 8110

Tae Iy Lmo Nores.—A
Guide u; t.he Blud of the International
Sunday l'a By_Rev.
Thomu lea‘ amin Nnel &3 LPLLII))
Cloth Ppostpal - o

.......................... 110
Btoney By day Sch: B‘lmlmo“ aa Aol
N\ unda; 00 ns ant
Readings fo the Year, m;
aleo Fagts Abougthe 8 A other Im-
t Suhjects. Eaol

.; per

THE G1sT OF THR LRSSONS.—A concise ex-
position of International 8.8, Lessons. .

25
Life of Christ. By Rev. James Stalker .. &0
Life of Christ. By Rev. F. W, Farrar .. [
Jenu Chrm.. the Divine Man. By Rav

Je-u. the Messiah, Au'.hor‘s Edlt.lon, 645
pages. By Alfred Edersheim............ 100

%
60

ﬁelps Ior slmdav Scbool I:essons |9o4

I.EMIIE READING COURSE.

neu—lllv E ﬁnm.’ron, London, Ont.

m,
'l'ha Epworth

‘l'ho gwoﬂh buxu Course 18 &

Imulrdlnndmudm xworth
{nﬁ'"ﬁ'ﬁ.'&m 'l'.ul life, and alm
able amusements mﬁ' to avoid them.”—]

w}lcl..—m nnlu prioce of these ﬂlm

Lessons in Life -N%
Our Chureh . 60
Nature's Miracles L]

24

THE | srons ARE EN mnususm OVER THE EPWORTH

Oircle is a source of great interest and helpful-

1 find, where the Reading Cirole exists, there is more in
more war\ done fo(r’ the church. It pays every way to have a

[‘.gn been quite a success on my cironit, It
opened Ilpl new world to the young pooplc.h%ll Wg 8. A. Crux, B.A., F¥lnkﬂn, Man.

without it.—Rev. C. E. Mnln'nal.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 29-33 Richmond St. West, TORONTO

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

Bible, on St. Luke. By Rev.
syt o

................................... 160
(Above sent postpaid.)

BIBLE GOIHENTARIES.

ew Henry's Commentary, 6 vols, %l"oth

Clarke's Oomm(oéx.m :(;I&.‘n;lo\‘h
B BLE DIGTIDIIARIES.

Kaat-
on, D.D. Our special prloe.’net. postpaid §1 25
A Dictionary of the Bible ; comprisin, m
dm

Antiquities, Biograph hy,
unlqﬂlm El oA ture, g&o{ By
Smith and oubet TEACHRRS' F.Dx
TION. Our special price, net, postpaid.. 175

BIBLE CONCORDANCES,

"ifoly Schiptures. By Hov 3. B % Witk
o ures. V. alk-
Bueron the ’Am‘.horlud Version.
Conhlnlnc fitty thousand more refer-
enoces than Cruden' uOunnordnno'z. With

 rivg Aok il oy & G
on, )| and a o

cordances ' by Dr. ﬁn’rﬂ. Our
upeohlnrloo. net, polt
“In & volume much -mnllarr.hm Cruden’s,

there is a lexicon of Scriptures much more ex- .4
tensive and much more easy to handle.”—Scots- |
n.

READ THEIR TESTIMONIES.

& Curstorogiee"y,

& sucoess h? and is %lung along-felt want.

Ul nuuwholooh Infl
no nroh. ue

acing

PAr-,Rlo mond.Quo. e
amd\l arrangement with the Book
w‘hﬂwﬂlbﬁmldfor%n g
ul I.rﬁ , 20 cen
ust be for books
:.huunl(!hmﬁrmnt. -

ent.ln

* e
SEND ALL ORDERS FOR THE COURSE TO
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==Methodist Hymn Books=—

A beautiful Hymn book makesa most appropriate holiday gift and is always appreciated.

Special for Ohristmas—Name will be lettered in gold on cover for 15
cents extra, and sent Postpaid upon receipt of price,

Pearl Type.
'O Wit
Bize—0 x ¢} x § inches,
"By e, s K1
Brevier Type.

1) FOR a thousand tongues to
My great Redeemer’s preise,
Bize—7§ x 6} x # inches,
15 , limp, gilt ed,
3 h"tlo,:oeoo lm;;.,:hpl, ges

:li'c.-'whln

ween 8120
. 180

Small Pica Type.
FOR a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise.

Bize—6} x 4} x 14 luohes,
87§ French Morocco, yapped, r-o.................. # 50

Pulpit Size, Pica Type, Leaded.
Bize—0 x 6 x 9} inches,
= Persian ?Wum .................. 00
INDIA PAPER EDITION.
I FINE OxrorD Brvpings,
Brevier Type.

1 “]HAT a Friend we have in Jesus
All

01d People’s Size, Pica Type.

SA.FE in the arms of J. esus,
Safe on his gentle breast,
Size—73 x 6% x § inches.

Bl T I 8

leather lined
864 Levant Morocoo, calf lined
ker, silk sewn

edges, silk

mar ik s . 608
Methodist Hymn ana Tune Book,
People’s Edition,

1 Cloth, pino odgue o1t
S i
India Paper Edition.

56A Egyptian Seal, , round corners, red
under gold em leather lined .....,....
674 Levant Morooco, it g

oomm.mdunl:rme?&.d]k.nwn « 800

§ Oloth, plain ed,
0th, plain edges ........ .. .
7 Frencl plo:mos,.'bond., gilt edges

Organists’ Edition.
Bize—10 x 7} inches,
8 Cloth, plin odges ... cru000rvvie oo, 50

Blbi and Hymn Book Combined

d griefs to !
our ains and griefs to bear Ref. Bible and Hymns, 33mo, Pear! Type,
Bizo—b5} x 8§ x § inches.
“uum,mm"mm sln—“xO}xulm
™ Repias bl it o S ol P Moroos £ St omet . 3
484 Pers Iom.ywr‘d.r-l’.'-d.ilkm b oo SEREER e timtndionsonrpman 180
4 Calt, limp, solid -, v-o, silk sewn, : Ref. Bible, Ruby Type; Hymns, 3amo,
Pearl Type.
FOR sc:.“ H: :Z” o s iy
& thousan: 68 llng [} Mlnnouo,llnp.hndl-ﬁ.md.uuu
O My S’NB"' Rodeeme:gupmiu. ﬂhﬁ-lmmlhp,hnlluﬁn. 27
t4xy Ref. Bible, Minion 16mo; Hymns,
e T Crown 8vo, Brevier Type,
l‘&w&nlﬂ.m- Siae—n 14 fnot
E:u-... mm.ﬂm 05 Persian M ““n:u.. leather
oL 0 Presirmomn Jht b u...,m.., nd‘-,:h;"’ ........ % 00
SENT PoOsSTP AID

mummam«wmmumumue. oto., free upon application.
y 2

WILLIAM BRIGGS

~33 Richmond St, West, TORONTO

. o e s




