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EMIGRATION AND PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT.

Isit not a defect chargeable upon the inhabi-
tants of Upper Canada, that they rely upon
others for aid, when they should scek it from
themselves? lLike the man n the fable, who,
when his wheels stuck n the mud, prayed to
Jupiter to assist hm,

It 18 by far too common an mpression in this
country, that we ean with propriety look to
Great Britamn for every thing we want. There
are doubtless benefits to be derived from the
Home Government, which it is both their duty
and thewr inchination to confer

The defence of the country, the ptrotection
of our commerce, the promotion of erugration,
and the encouragement of our agnculture, as
far as they can give 1t consistently with their
obligations to other nations or communitics,
these and others of a stmular kind are benefits
for which we may and ought to look with legti-
mate confidence to the British Government.

But 1t must be borne in mind that we stand
1n our relationship to Great Bntwn in the posi-
tion of & man who1s of sufficient age to provide
for himeelf. In our state of infancy we
required and obtamned assistance of & descrip-
tion, and to an extent, which we cannot, and
ought not now to expect. We are placed ina

position to govern ourselves. We havo a Pat-
liament, and a revenue ; we have population ;
we have wealth ; we have agriculture ; we have
a vast ond fertile territory ; we have com-
merce ; we have the power to raise taxes to
make public improvements; and, to revert
again to our parental allusion, we are to all
inten*s and purposes settled in the world, and,
with the above exceptions, left to take care of
our owri interests, and to carve out our own
fortunes.

What would be thought of & son thus siti-
ated, who, when he found himself involved in
the perplexities incident to every thing conneot-
ed with humun affairs, instead of resorting to
his own resources, and arousing the energies of
his own mind, should go complaming to his
father, and beg of lum to relieve him from his
difficulties?  Would not his father say, No;
I have my own affairs to attend to, and quitcas
much as I can do to manage them. I will give
you my advice, but you must act for yourself,
and do the best youcan. Are we not precisely
in thisposition ?  And happily for us our affairs
are in such a state, and our resources so ample,
that unless we are shamefully indolent, inox-
cusably careless, or abominably ignorant and
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eelf-willed, we shall find no cause for complaint,
much less for despair,

But we must never forget that the same acti-
vity, the same care, the exercise of the same
discretion, the same energy of mind, and above
all, the same unity of action which are necessary
in conducting the affairs of all other commu-
nities, must be in full operation with us. We
must not when our waggon, from being a little
overleaded, or because we happen to have
neglected to repair our roads, sticks in the mud,
pray to the Mother Country to help us out of it;
we must all, or as many of us as are necessary,
put our shoulders to the wheels, and by our
united efforts we shall soon see the waggon
proceed cheerily towards its destination.

We shall never “go ahead”, as Jonathan
says, till this feeling more generally pervades
the mind of every inhabitant of Canada. The
moment it does so, an universal stimulus will
be felt, from which the best results may be anti-
cipated ; and probably after all, in this will be
found the essential difference between Cana-
dians and the inhabitants of the United States.

Let it be the business of every inhabitant of
the United Province to ascertain what we most
want to render this noble country all that can
be desired.

And the two first objects of paramount,
practical importance which will present them-
eelves, will be—THE PrROMOTION OF Emicra-
rox, and ovr Pusric ImPROVEMENTS,

- It is admitted on all hands, that the population
of Great Britain has become burdensome even
toitself by its density, and that both the Gov-
ernment and the country will derive benefit by
being relieved from the pressure. So far as
they receive the benefit, they ought to the full
extent of that benefit to pay the cost. We,
on the other hand, want an addition to our
population, and any expense attendant on giving
and receiving these reciprocal benefits must
end ought to be borne in respective proportions.
There is no doubt that the British Government
will do its part ; nor is any doubt entertained
that the British public will do theirs; it is the
interest of both to do so : but we must also do
ours.

If exertions are made to induce emigrants to
Jand on our shores, and the expence of trans-
portis paid, we can hardly expect more; it
will remain for us to do the rest, and we can
well afford to do s0. It will become our duty
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to direct the steps of the uninformed emigrants
and by our activity to do all in our power to
turn to his and to our own mutual advantage
the muscles and sinews of the labourer, the
enterprize and activity of the farmer, the profit
able employment of the funds of the capitalists
and the peace and prosperity of the whole.

To the labourer, however, must our attention
be principally directed, and sound policy would
dictate that his labour should be mainly applied
to purposes of agriculture, thus adding to our
Provinciel wealth by ingreasing the amount of
our agricultural produce, the great source from
whence all our wealth has and must continue
to be derived.

It is said to be very desirable that a destituté
labourer should on his landing be immediately
employed in constructing our public works ; it
is, however, far more desirable for the commu-
nity, as well as for himself, that he should be
employed in the production of wealth, rather
than in its distribution. The labour of every
healthy man adds to our provincial wealth an-
nually at least as much as is paid to him for
wages, say £45 to £50 ; and considering him
as a consumer as well as a producer, it may be
safely rated at £50. Therefore, every thou-
sand labourers, employed in agriculture, add
to our resources £50,000 perapnum. ’Tis trué
our roads must be improved, and other public
works constructed, and this must be effected by
labour, but it ought to be done as much as pos*
sible by surplue labour. Our policy is, or ought
to be, not to allow an agricultural labourer t0 -
remain unemployed in the cultivation of the
goil 2 single day, by that means adding to the
productive wealth of the community.

The plan now adopted by the Government of
gratuitously settling new comers on lands ©
small extent on the road to Lake Huron, 18
doubtless in unison with this principle, and it8
tendency will be not only very early to make
the settlers become producers, but it will pre-
pare that part of the Province for the residenc®
of persons possessed of capital, to whom the
assistance of thefirst settlers as servants Wik
be invaluable. But this cannot, it is feared, be
carried immediately to any great extent, or 8%
least to such an extent as will employ the num”
ber of emigrants which we are led to hope wil
arrive next season.

It cannot be doubted by any one that the
legitimate and most beneficial way of duspt?ﬂ“'g
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°f emigrant labourers is, Zo get them absorbed
@mongst the farmers, and their labour expend-
edin increasing the quantity of productive land.

The great question is, how is this to be ef-
®cted, And here again, does not the question
Present itself,—Have not the inhabitants of
nada looked rather to theaid of Government
d the parent country, than to the energies
of their own minds, and the employment of
eir own resources ?

We are told, though we decline to admit the
Yruth of i, that agriculture in Upper Canada is
In a depressed, and, if we are to believe some

our public prints, in a declining state. Sure-
Iy the simple fact, if it be admitted to be one,

804 it cannot be denied) namely, that thou-
8ands of families are annuslly supported upon

m 20 to 50 acres of land in plenty and com-
Prative luxury, is an answer to such mischiev-
0us libels upon the agriculture of the Province,
Wore especially when it is remembered that the
Only capital possessed by these settlers is the

our of the farmer and his family. Imagine,

O & moment, that ‘these people had to pay
Money for the comforts they enjoy, would their
Rboyy jf employed in any other way than farm-
I8¢ procure these for them ?

But it is said that Farmers with capital do
R0t make farming profitable. There are very
Tany exceptions even to this assertion, and
Probably the exceptions prove the fallacy of the
Temark, To put the matter in its proper light,
take o good practical farmer from England or

Cotland, with a competent capital, and place
" here on the same quantity of equally pro-
Uctive land which he occupied there, say 2, 8,
o 400 acres, and let the result determine whe-
ther ho gets a better return for his capital here
F there—not forgetting that there, the value
o _his property was stationary, or perhape di-
Winishing, whilst here it is sure to be yearly
UCreasing in value. Every thriving farmer in
0ada, (and there are thousands of them) who
ha had the experience, will give his testimony
°n the side of the question favourable to Cana-

* It is said that agricultural produce is low.

18 universally admitted that five shillings per

Sel is a remunerating price for wheat. The

€@ of wheat will fluctuate here as well as
‘h'i“,'h‘”‘ey and if farmers some years get six
Olhumgs per bushel for wheat, they must at
Thu Seasons expect to sell for four shillings.

® Wverage produce of wheat for the last six

.or two of subsistence abstracted ?
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years, has, however, been about five shillings
per bushel. :

The reputation of Canadian agriculture has
laboured under the disadvantages of “being
conducted on a small scale,” “with insyfficient
capital,” and by “inexperienced persons.”—
Had those persons who complain of want of
success as farmers, under similar circumstances
been placed in any other country, or in any
other line of business, the result would have
been the same, namely, disappointment and
poverty. How many gentlemen, some from
the army, some from the navy, and others from
the more private walks of life, have mistakenly
expected to live (and still like gentlemen) upon
the produce of 20 or 30 acres of cleared land,
whilst the capital employed amounted to pro-
bebly only £300 or £400, out of which a house
was to be built, furniture purchased, and a year
The thing
is impossible, and a little deliberation would
induce afull conviction of the unreasonableness
of such expectations,

We are, however, expecting to see our shores
crowded with emigrants, and we must take
farming as it is, and farmers as they are, It
appears to us to be certain that the prosperity
of the country demands that not an agricultu~
ral labourer should be employed on our publie
works whilst a vacant space remains to be filled
up in the ranks of the farmer. .

How can this be best effected? It is as-
sumed that the bulk of our agricultural popu-
lation would gladly, and could profitably,
employ additional labourers, if they had the
means of paying them. o

If this be not so, what can be said for the
enterprize of Canadian farmers ? Is it intended
to assert that they will prefer vegetating upon
20 acres of land, when they could get rich by

cultivating 100acres? If this be so, Govern-

ment has made a fatal mistake in dividing the
country into allotments of 200 acres each ;=
the quantity ought rather Yo have been 50
acres. But tha fact is not so. There may ba
a few men so destitute of energy and enter-
prize, but the great majority feel differently,
They well know that so small a monicuM or
1AND, though it may supply their present wants,
will not provide for the future exigencies of a
large family, and decrepid old age. :

Estimating our whole population at 450,000
souls, we can have but littls short of 100,009
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farmera, and in both provinces we may safely
double that number, If only one in four would
agreo to employ an addittonal agricultural
labourer, 1t would absorb 30,000 emigrants.—
These men, considered as producers as well as
consumers, would add to the wealth of Uited
Canada the sum of two mullions five hundred
thousand pounds annually. This is the legiti-
mate source from whence our arculating
medjum must and will proceed ; this 1s that
which willincrease the value of properiy ; this

and this alone is that which will establish and |

extend our credit, and encble us to complete
our impyovements ; in thisis tobe found the
intrinsic valuo of emigration, Itis the inter-
est of every farmer, whether he knows 1t or
not, to increase the extent of labour »n his
farm, and it 18 believed that the fact would be
generally admitted, but the difficulty isn find-
ing the money to pay for this lubour, Most
farmers say, I can find plenty of employment
for them® 1 could feed and even clothe them.
We have abundance of food, and we can mgke
good and warm clothing by our own fire-side,
or obtain it by the necessary exchange of the
producc of the farm-yard, the dairy, and the
garden, with the store keeper ; but we cannot
get money with which to pay labourers.

The object of the labourer is or cught to be,
to become . farmer on his own land; for what
then, provided he be clothed, does he want
money? 1Is it to lock it up 1n his ch st tll 1t
accumilates to o sum sufficient to enable hum
to buy a farm, with the necessary implements
to settle himself? This is so much money lost
to 2]l parties, as well as the commumty, for the
time it remaips so locked up. It would be far
better cmployed by the farmer, because he
could buy stock with it which would be profit-
able and productive,

It is obvious therefore, that, supposing a
iabourer’s object is to become o farmer, it is
far mope to his interest to agree with his em-
ployer thet he will serve him for a given period,
&8y, for example, two years, on condition that
he shall be fed and clothed, and at the end of
the period shell be paid the balance in provi-
siong, stock, seed corn, and such utensils as
will ensble bim to go upon land upon his own
sccount. Such a man may with great propriety
go to the land office, or to any other landedpro-
pristor, and say, now give me 50 acres of land,
and T will sstile on it, Yes, and with every
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prospect of snccess too. Nor isit too much ta
assutne that the generahity of agricultural la-
bourers wil! when they fitet land upon our
shores, feel 1t very agreecable to their feelings,
and conformatle to thewr views, as well as in
accordance with their habits, to enter into such
an agreement, by which they obtain employ-
snent upon farr and reasonable terms, for &
given poried,

Persons who have hed on opportunity of
observing the anxiety and depression of mind
which 13 experienced by emigrants when they
first land 1n tine country, wilt not hesitate in
beheving that nincteen out of twenty of them
will gladly embrace the opportunity should it
be afforded to them.

It must be recollected that 99 out of every
100 have never been thewr own masters. In
all their hittie difficulties they have hed their
employer to go to for advice and assistance,
whose interest and pracdce has been to give it.
They land upon our shores with an undefined
notion that employment 1s to be had for asking,
and that land is to be obtained by applying at
the land office, or to that of the Canada Com-
pany, but they soon find their mistake. They
find that land 1s not to be had without money,
and that they may travel hundreds of miles be-
fore they get employment. They arc destitute
of money, nor do they know whether to go
cast, west, north, or south. They have some
relations or acquaintances some where, but
they do not exactly know where or how to find
them. They find Canada to be altogether a
different place from what they expected, They
think they have been deceived; hope gives
place to anxiety, and anxiety to despair. They
meet with some American who is on the look
out for labourers to complete 2 contract in the
Unrited States, and he tells them they wonld
encounter none of these difficulties there. The
last dollar is expended on a steamboat pussage,
or if he has not one, he begsit, or obtans it by
imposing on the emigrant agent, and thete
poor fellows transport themselves to the States,
where 1if the nuserable state of their circum-
stances do not continue the same, they have to
become, instead of farmers for themselves, sca-
vengers to the Americans,—thoir hewers of
wood and drawers of water. Who can deny
that this is a true picture, that this mons-
trous amount of evil has been of every dsy
occurzence, this draw-back to our prospeity,
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this diminution of the good matenial for the
accumulation of provincial wealth? Andf all
this evil has been sustained, whilst we have
had the means within ourselves of preventing
it,~on whom should r2st the blame? Who
but ourselves could have prevented it, and who
is the individual by whom 1t has been attempted,
what have been the means resorted to to accom-
plish it? After having lost from our community
thousands upon thousands of our countrymen
by the want of energy and effort to retamn
them, we have at length estabhished an Emi-
gration Sociely.

If very many farmers, as we have assumed,
would gladly employ 1abourers by paying them
in produce at the cad of a given period, as we
have described, and if it be true that cnugrants
would gladly embrace rhe offer, and if by so
doing all the beneficial efiects descnbed would
follow, why has it not been done? or at least
why is not the expeniment now tricd?  The
answers we anticipate will be various. One
class of the inhabitants of Carada will say—
Oh! "tis a visionary tdea. Another will say,
the poor men will all be cheeted out of
their ecarming. A third, the labourer will not
work. A fourth, that they will run away, and
go to the States, &c. &e.  However visionary
the idea may be, many other and more vistonary
objections will be made to it.

There is no answer, however, more comnon,
or so apperently conclusive, but in point of fact
so fallacious, as one which will be made upon
the very threshold of the question, as this, ¢ 1t
wont answer,—I have lived in the province all
my life long,—I am acquainted with the coun-
try, I know the vrays of the farmers, and 1
ENOW IT woxN'T po.” And thisis sad with a
degree of decision which indicates that the
bump of firmness is fully developed. But there
is one answer to all this. Yes, you have lived
here all your “life long,” but you have not
lived in the countries from whence these em,
grants come, and you are altogether.unac-
quainted with their former habits of mind. You
do know the habits of farmers born in Canada,
but you do not know the habits of mind, or the
practice which prevails amongst farmers of the
Old Country. It is necessery that personsbe-
fore they decide such points should be well
scquainted with both.

Now persons who are well acquainted with
the habits of Old Country farmers, and Old
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Country labourers, know very well, that 1t is
very common to enter intu sinular anreements,
and that they are seldom violated by either
party. There may be here and there a bad
servant, or an unjust or tyrannical farmer, but
13 this a reasun why & measure which promises
so much good, and of which the evil 13, to say
the least, but problematical, should be aban-
doned?

Is 1t not rather a more proper course to take
advantage of the good, and es far as possible
guard agninst the evils which may arise; and
at all events, does it not seem requisite that
those who find fault with or reject the measure,
should at least propose a better? That, now-
ever, 1s not always so casily done.

Tt1s believed that the anticipated evil can be
guarded agamst. It 1s suggested that a form
of agreement, of' which the following are the
heads shall be drawn up and signed by both the
farmer and the labourer.

On the part of the farmer, he engages to hire
A. B. for two years, to keep *umin good and
sufficient food and clothing at a rate of wages to
be agreed ony—at certain periods the farmer
shall give over to the labourer the amount of
his wages in fach urticles as shall be agreed, to
enable him to settle upon land of his owr if he
wishes to do so, and that he shall give secunity,
if required, for the due performance of the
agreement.

Tk labourer on his part engages to practico
dibgence, sobriety, and good conduct. In case
of well established proof to the contrary, or
leaving his service, he agrees to forfeit his
wages,or any portion of them, to be determined,
together with any other cause of complaint, by
the two nearest magistrates, or resident emi-
gration agent.

An objection has been made, that the coun-
try store-kecper, knowing of the uaistence of
the labourer’s agreement with the farmer, will
take advantage of the wants or the supposed
wants of the labourer, and by anticipating his
wages, will deprive tho country of the benefit
of the plan, and still leave the man a pauper,

In reply, it may as a gencral rule be sad, if
people will be improvident they must take the
consequences; and also, it is no ground for
objecting to the support of a good measuro
because some will deprive themselves of its
benefits, and because others will abuse it.
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‘The objection may be m some degree obvi-
ated by making it a condition of the areement,
that this shall not be done, and by throwing
every obstacle 1 the way of the stere-keepers
getung possesston of the property, und by giv-
ing publicity to the agreement,

These heads, with others as to sichuess, and
as far ascan be providing for every contin-
goney, should be embodied in the form of an
agreement drawn upand printed by the eingra-
tion society, whose members and officer should
on all occasions consider themselves as the
guordians of the enagrant for the tune hemng.

It will, however, be properly objected that
although this plan may be clymble for ringle
men, it does not provide for the circum:tances
of married men with taimlics.

It is behieved, however, that the same idea
may be carried out in its application as well to
marrted men with families as  with sgle
men.

The rate of wages to single newly arrived
agricultural labourers will probably be from
cight to twelve dollars per month, according
to their quelifications, with their board.  Per-
haps ihe greater number vill be cnntled to
ahout exght dollars or two pounds currency per
month, and perhaps some addition may be furly
promised for the second year.

The board of a single mann a farmer’s house
is supposed to cost hun from 9s. to 7s. 6d. per
week,—probably the smaller sum may be the
nearest to the tmth. This would amonnt to
£18. [If we say £15, however, it may be near
enough. The labourer will at that rate cost
the farmer £39 currency per annum in board
and wages.

If the married man is cqually an able-bodied
man, he will be entitled to the same amount of
wages, namely, £24, but as he does not board
in the farmer’s house, he must be paid 1n pro-
visions out of the house, after the same rate,
and at the market prices. In case of large and
very young families the quantity of provisions
may be extended, and the amount of course
deducted on the final settlement of the wages
of the labourer.

In the case of a married man with a family,
ashanty must be supplied, with land sufficient
for & garden, and the labourer will soon fird
the way to obtain & cow, and the means of sup-
porting it will not be wanting.
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The condition of the marnied man under such
cirenm~tances will be far better than it was at
lamie, He wall have plenty of good and whole-
sotae fool tor his fiemily ,with o sure and certain
prospeet hirt at the end of the 11oe agreed he
will have the means of enterng on a lot of
land on the Lake Huron road, or elsewhere, if
he wishes 1t

It wall probably be objected that the same
sum which would keep a single nan will not
support a man, lus wite and children, It must
be remembered that mine out of ten of these
people have been accustomed to support them-
selves ona less sum, where provisions were
double the price they are here. “Jis tre cloth-
ing is somewhat dearer, but on the kind of
clothing required by labourers the difference is
not great.  Baaudes, the wife ard children are
always able to carn xomethmg, either by wash-
1ng, or tending childeen in the tamilies of others
who can afford to pay them, and, with the pro-
duce of the garden this adds to their little
income and afords great assistance. And as
the labourer under such circumstances will tell
you, if he has not a rurplus of the good things
of this hfe, he has a quet and a contented
mind, < 1ls mind 1s at ease,” he has no fear of
want before lus eyes, his employment 15 certain,
except from misconduct; no wet or unprofita-
days,—no fears of a poor-house before him,—
no present misery, and a certainty of more
prosperous days.

This is the true picture to hold up to the
view of the enngrant, this the position mwhich
to place mm. Tlisis that which will keep
British enugrants upon Bntrsh ternitorics, and
this 1s doing the part which devolves upon the
inhabitants of Canada with reference to emi-
gration; and who will say wq cannot do this?

‘T'o carry out the idea, 1t is suggested that
the Emgration Society, 1in addition to these
other meanz, immediately tuke active measures
to ascertamn who amongst the residents of the
province are disposed to take additional labour-
cr+ with the description of those they want,
the kind of work they will be required to do,
the vge preferred, &c. That these be all
printed in o tabular form for the inspection of
cnugrants, and to be shown to them on their
landing at any of our principal ports, with these
additional particulars, the name of the persons
requiring servants, their occupation, residence,
district and township, whether they require
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ringle men or women, or married with families, agree, either as to quratity or proportion of

and whether boys or girls, together with eny land or produce. "
other particulars, « [,'Ongnal, January €0, 1341,

The design of the foregaing observations ix,

S ZOog o> P

to draw the attention of the inhabitants of Can- %‘ = =T 0l 8
ada to 2 subject involving beyond any other o ‘5{‘,_3:52 3
the advencement of the Unmiied Province.— 3 '2;3 %{3’_ S ]
Emigration 15 the corner s*ang upon which = §-§ 1] 2.
that advancement rests, but 1t is to ltle pur- | & 2 2% 1 & g
pose that the Modher Country sends us of the g .l <3
abundance of her population if’ we cannot, o~do R a
not, provide employment for them when they Q 50_1'12_ &2
amnve. It 13 broadly as<erted that we can do g £ S é gg o
s0,~—and equally to our own advantage as to EX ZE PR ¢
theirs. : 2 oeT o Z

It is also asserted that this Province offers & - ' Tl E
more rational expectation to the industrious | & 3 &1 3 ¢
emigrants of future prosperity as farmers than s sl
the Unmited States do. v 1s the business and § -2 — =7 -7
the duty of Canadians to tell them so,—and to 2 5z EB No. Lot.
furnish them with proot” of 1t 1n therr own
esperience.

Since we began this article, we have met = romee Concession.
with .he following plan of a Remister in the —
Caledonia Springs JMercury, and as 1t1s adapted S e, .
10 the sy»tem that we have here proposed, we g 58388 No. of Acres Ploughed.
copy 1t ‘a furtherance thereof., It will be seen - -
that th- plan is simple, yet efficient; and if 1t 10 s No. Ycars. '

weie wdopted in every distriet of the Province,
and copics sent to the Enugrant Agents m the
different places from Quebee upwards, they - No. of Men wanted.
would then be enabled to dictribute the emigra-
tion of the coining season throughout the whole

country, ip proportion to the wants of every 5 No. Men with famlics.|
part, instead of having some places crowded = =
with lubourers, and others with none at all, as _!-f"- e
has hitherto been too much the cuse for want o pooDs §
of proper system. e eeeen 3
«In aid 31’ the Emigrant Association,we, the .§ A
under-igned, mony of whom emigrated from =
the Mother Conn:tyry at an carly period, and ’\’“’_3?:3 ?? =
being fully aware of the hardslups endured by |- , TS SET 2
stich In & new courtry,and being anxious to - |2 55 c.e.c 2 o, &
crease the population of the country, and to |8 5 o 2. 225 Z. 2
assist the emigrants from the Britich Isles and |Z S 25885 & a
induce them to setile among us; we do hereby {&z & 5253 & |
severally promise and agree each for himself to ,% = f: z 2 g 3_5 s
furnish them cleared land for tillage, cach to |8 & 228 &3 a
the extent of ten acres on such tams as is SR E vzl 2 5
severally statcd, opposite our respective names, |4 2<% 258 & a
said land ta be once ploughed in'scason, to be |* & & =] 3 $
planted and sowed next spring after the emi- =5 223 8 g
nt arrives, upon condition of the ground | = s 282& & 2
cing well cultivated by the emigrant, who is | S&° z
to return one half of the produce, to be divided uE’; g :

in the field or otherwise as the parties may
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But 1t will be sid if the inhabitants of Up-
per Canada are chargeable with supineness and
a want of energy as regards emigration, they
ere not 8o chargeable as to their public improve-
ments,  Probably not.  Yet may not a ques-
tion very fairly anse, whether they have not
laid themselves open to a charge equally disad-
vantageous to themselves, namely, a want of
foresight end diceretion in thar procedure
regarding their public works, which has proved
nearly as disastrous m its consequences as
supineness has done with regard to cimgra-
tion.

The Provincial debt is about one mithon of
pounds. The largest items by which that debt
has been contracted are caid to be yound
amongst the following public works:—The St.
Lawrence Canal,~The Welland Canal,—
Grants made to different Townships for the
repatr or making of Roads,—The Burlington
Bay Canal,—The Desjardin Canal,—The Har-
bours on the Lake,—and other minor appropri-
ations, &c.

Now had these improvements been real and
productive, a debt of o nullion or of five nullions
would ke ol no importance. So long as the
money expended brings a proper return #n the
shapes of revenue, the debt is of lttle conse-
quence, be 1t less or more.  If our prosperity
depends upon our public improvemenis the
sooner they are cficcted the carhier prospenty
begins.

To put a very homely example:—An emi-
grant farmer goes on his land, and he has ex-
pended his last dollar in subsistence and 1n the
purchase of farming implements, so that he
cannot purchase a yoke of cattle; yet without
them he cannot sow his grain, nor add to the
extent of his clearing; v.th them he would be
able to sow eight acr:s of wheat, and clear up
an additional picce of land. His character for
honesty and industry induces & neighbour to
offer to sell him a yoke of oxen for £20, at
two years credit. He buys them, gives his
note, and thus goes into debt £20.

Another emigrant farmer s precisely in sum-
ilar circumstances, and is made the same offer,
but he says, no—I will not go into debt.—
« Qut of debt out of danger;” for which, pro-
bably, some persons will commend him. But
Took at the results in both cases, to the com-
munity, and to the farmers themselves. At
the end of the year, tho fermer who bought
the cattle, and got into debt, will have eight

&
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acres of wheat worth £40; the other will ba
without wheat, True, he s out of debt, but
he will be starved if he rely upon his own en-
terprize, or he must live upon potatocs. The
man who went into debt has added £40 to the
productive wealth of the Province, as well as
to his own,~—and the next ycar he makes it
£80. He then poys the debt, all is square, and
he has lwd the foundation for hus future for-
tune; whilst his less enterpnsing neighbour 18
poor as regards umself, and worse than useless
to the community. It will be said, But suppose
the oxen had died, or an acetdent had happened
to them, or his wheat crop had faled, or a
thousand things besides, what would he have
donc then? 1t 1s replied, oxen do not often die,
except of old age, or from neglect; nor do ac-
cidents happen, or any of the other catalogue
of evils, sufficiently often to deter a prudent
man from running so small a nsk. If 1t had
happened, however, he would have exerted his
energies to surmount the evil, and he no doubt
would have succeeded.

If he had, indced, borrowed money to builda
fine house, or to buy cxpensive or unproductive
articles, he would huve been wrong; or if he
had spent 1t in wild and dangerous speculations,
he would have beecn wrong; in uscless and
unproductive improvements he would have been
wrong; but he was perfectly nght in gomng into
debt for the purchase of a yoke of cattle, asthe
event would prove.

It is feared that this rule of action has not
been kept sufficiently in view by the inhabitants
of Upper Canada in the expenditure of their
resources. ‘They are charged with having
expended nearly or quite, the amount of their
existing debt in such public improvements,
which never have, and never will make any
return whatover, and which neither add to the
credit nor to the comfort of the Province,

We are charged with an expenditure of (1n-
cluding interest) ncarly £200,000 in grants to
the different Townships or Districts for malung
yoads, a large amount of wiich 1s cven unac-
counted for to this day, and a considerable por-
tion of that accounted fur, is said to have been
most injudiciously appropriated, and the whole
expended without producing any revenue what~
ever.

We aro also charged with having twasted

20 por cent (or one-fifth) of the entire cost
of tho Welland Canal, amounting to £80,000.
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\Ve arc also charged with having expended
£35,000 on the Burlington Canal, which now
requires to be done again, the revenues of
which, it is said, would have been ample, had
not the tolls for some unexplaned cause been
reduced to a mere trifle.

So of the Desjardin Canal.

Similer obscrvations are said to apply to
all the Lake Harbours, which will require a
Inrge expenditure, or become useless.

Then the nfonstrous item of £380,000 cx-
pended on the St. Lawrence Canal, which has
never paid one shilling, and probably never will
do so, at all events, not until two mllions
shall be added to the sum alrcady cxpended.

These items, with muany others,—mnal-appro-
priations it is said, form a large part of our
Provincial debt of a rmullion of pounds.

Now if all these things had been made pro-
ductive, or were capable of being made so; if
they would have brought in an income of
§ or 6 per cent, the debt would be like that of
the farmer for the purchase of the oxen; as 1t
now stands does it not lay us open to the
charge of haring (to say the lcast) managed
our affairs badiy?

We have nobody to blame but ourselves, and
we must take the consequences. But this we
can do; we can from the past learn wis lom for
the future,—and it is the object of this article,
to shew, in some degree at least, in what that
discretion consists.

Nor is it, perhaps, of much consequence how
these things have been allowed to take place.
Some will at!-'bute i1t to jobbing by persons
possessing induence,—others will say that it
has been the result of the influence of a power-
ful party; some may contend that 1t has ansen
from inexperience natural to a young country:
perhaps it may beattributed toall these causes.
If the evils do exist, the only use of tracing
them to their causes is to avuid a repetition of
them. It is hoped that a new and better state
of things has taken place, and that upon this
subject, as well as upun many uthers, ve have
come to our right nunds. It is une great puint
gained, to fecl and aduut that we have been
wrong.

The first and most important step 15 to lay
down rules for our future Government, founded
On experience, uvoiding on the one hand 2 wild
and wasteful expenditure of our resources, and
on the other an imbecile and mistaken notion of
the nature of public debt.

U
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Let us resolve that we will expend our first
resvurces in such substantial improvements ag
will at least pay a revenue equal to the intercst
of the amount expended.

Let the second class of works be such as bid
fair to pay a revenue at the carliest posstble
period.

That all public works to be constructed shall
be made as substantial and durable as the case
will udmit,

That before any money is borrowed for the
purpose of constructing public works, the
amount of the mterest shall be rused from some
source {trom direct taxation if necessary) leav-
ing the pruceeds of the worlk to form a sinking:
fund to discharge the principal.

That all public improvements be made uader
the direction of a board of works, holding 1its
members responzible that the foregoing princi-
ples form the basis of their proceedings.

We may probably startle some of our read-
ers by the words “direct taxation;” let them
look attentively at what we do say, and we
fear not the result.

A small tax of 3d. perib, on tea imported
from the Umted States will pay £10,000 per
per annum, (permission to do this must be o0b-
tained from the Home Government). Three
pence per gallon on whiskey, sixpence on high
wines, foreign wines, and foreign spirits, will
together produce & revenue of £100,000 per
annum; and how many of the community will
object to sucha tax? It would not add percep-
tbly to the cost of the articles to the buyer,
and would only imperceptibly diminish the pro-
fit of the seller; but if 1t did both the members
of temperance socicties would not object to it,
nor should the community at large do so.—
Taxes producing such an amount of revenue
would pay the interestat 5per cent of two mil-
lions of pounds, or would make two thousand
miles of plank rord, supposing 1t to cost £1000
per mile.

The tax above-named would pay the inter-
esty and the tolls if allowed to accumufato
would pay ofl the priowipad.  This 1s the land
of direet tanation tu winch we allude, and we
believe when applied to such purposes few will
be :nclined to find fault withit,

A well organized system for a general im-
provement of the roads will be admitted by
persons of all classes to be paramount.

Weare now enabled 1o state from expen-
ence, that wherever good roads have been
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inade, tliey have invariably increased the value
of property in the vicinity fully equal to the
cost of them; and the advantage to those who
travel on them exceeds the amnount of tolls paid
for their use,—so that there is not now, proba-
bly, one man wn one thousand who does not
say, if we could have good rouds, 1t would sig-
nify httle what we have to pay for them. The
truth 1s, that for every shilling paid for tolls for
a good road, five shillings arc gained by the
extra quantity carried, saving of wear and tean
time, and vanous other advantages.

It has been ascertained that no road can be
good st all easons of the year for carning heavy
weights, except macadamized,—or plenk or
timber roads.

The lowast cost of macademized roads ap-
pears by the public reports to be about £1200
per mile,—(that made from Brockville towards
St. Francis)—the highest, (the roads cast and
north of Toronto,) have cost about £3000 per
mile.

Plank or timber roads have cost, including
forming and ditching, about £800 per mile,—
and if occasional lowering of ills and building
of bridges be taken into account, may be esti-
mated at £1000. If from the difficulty of pro-
curing stone or any other cause, 2 macadamized
road cannot be made for £1500 per mile,—a
plank or timber road will prove to be the cheap-
est, especially whilst timber continues to be so
plentiful and moncy so scarce, and 1t is admit-
ted that timber roads arc far the most pleasant
to travel on,

To obtain the necessary capital has been
and still is the difficulty.

Many have mistakenly supposed that we
have a right to look to the British Government
for aid. We consider the improvement of our
rosds to be one of those obligations which de-
volve upon oursclves, and we fearlessly say
that we have ample resontces, if they arecalled
into action, to acquit ourselves of those obli-
grions.

How does it happen, say the Canadians, that
British capitalists are so ready to advance
toney to Americans, whilst we can with diffi-
eulty obtain a dollar ?

It must be recollected that when a man has
money to lend, he uses his own judgment as to
the probability of receiving regularly his in-
tersst, and ultimately his principal. The pliin
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truth is, the British capitalists are afraid to
trust us,—we have discovered such a querulous
and quarrelsome disposition, so much want of
energy, and have appeared so unscttled as to
our mstitutiony, that they have supposed it
possible we may erther blot out ourselves orbe
blotted out from the mep of the world as a
Province at least, and that then they would
not know where to find us or their money.—
What then is the obvious remedy ?  Get rid of
your quarrelsome habit of mind ;i learn to agree
amongst yourselves; and above all things aban-
don speculative opinions upon politics, and
bend the whole energics of your minds to the
improvement of your country, to the advance-
ment of your agriculture, and to the extension
of your commerce.  Unite, join with heart and
volce in supporting your public credit ; and let
no man be esteemed amongst you who endea-
vours to decry it.  Treat all such men as they
deserve to be treated, as busy, troublesome,
meddbng persons.  Be guided by the expe-
rience of the past, and if wasteful or improvi-
dent expenditure has been made, let the various
items be so many beacons to warn you against
imilar acts of imprudence.

Let usnot so much blame the parties to
whom we consider blame attaches, us the acts
themselves, 1n all other respects let ¢ bye-gones
be bye-gones.” PrREVENT JoBBiNG, either upon
the large or the emall scale. Raise a revenue
cqual to your wants, and by direct taxation if it
becomes necessary, and promote a spirit of
union amongst yourselves, and the British
Capitalist will have confidence in you, and
gladly receive the large amount of interest for
his money which you can so well afford to pay
him. Besides which, we may then, if the ne-
cessity of the case will warrant it, apply to the
Bnush Government to asust us with its
guarantece.

But as in the case of Emigration, it has
been supposed that we have not developed all
the means already within our reach—may it not
be the same with regard to our public improves
ments, and more especially our voads.

The detailed items of expenditure in con-
structing plank or timber roads, arc—the tim-
ber, falling the trees, hewing, sawing, hauling,
and laying,—together with labour for forming
and ditching when necessary.

Suppose we select a hne of road through a
well-settled country, leading from our back
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settlements 20 or 80 miles from the front, to
which all surplus agricultural produce must
find its way. It is obviousthat on the expense
of conveyance will depend 1ts value to the
fermer.

If every lot be settled, there will in general
be 4 scttlers on each side the road, on cach
mile, altogether eight settlers for cach mile.—
There will probably be half as many on the
adjoining Concessions, which will make twelve
settlers on each mile in length and 24 in breadth
from the main road, to say nothing of half lots;
which are very frequent, especially on front
roads, Supposing that each of these 12 per-
sons seeing the benefit of exchanging good
roads for bad ones, meet together; they ssy,
we are told a good tunber road will cost, for
the timber and laying 1t, £600. We have no
money, but as the expences of these timber
roads are all included in such things as we
have, timber, labour, and teaming, if cach of us
does his part towards it, that is if we ecach do
work to the value of £50, we thall be cnabled
to make our own roads,

We will reckon the value of an Ox team and
2 DANat sevecscscssecenesTs, Gd, perday,
That of 2 tcam of two horses
and doeseescesscacesccas 10
'That of the lIabour of 2 manat S

Now let us sec how many days work of each
kind will make up one £50.

40 days of en ox team  7s, 6d. 15 0 0
40 days of a horse do. 10 2 0 0
70 days laboureseses. 3 1010 0
Value of the timberecesccececeees 410 0

£50 0 0

The question then presents itsclf, how are
we to be paid ? ‘The answer is, an act of Par-
liament must be obtained to enable us to receive
toll, and for other purposes, and cvery man
who has done work to the value of £50, shall
receive from the Commissioners a road bond,
or debenture, which shall cury interest to be
paid out of the receipts of the tolls in propor-
tion to the amount received. Now supposing
such a case to exist, where twelve personsor
any other number would do the work as above
described for 20 miles, we should have lttle
need to apply to Briish or any other capitabists.

We shall be sgain met by our old acquain-
tance, it won't do. How do you know ? Have
you ever triecd * Till vou have faitly tried it,
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you have no more right to say, It “won't do,”
than we have to say, it ¢wiLL po."”

Wedo not expect to realize the idea in all
cases, or in none to its full extent, but we do
contend that the principle is applicable to any
extent, and 1t is a principle which must get into
far moreactive operation than it has done before
we “goahead™ so rapidly as it 1s desirable wo
should do.

We, however, beg leave to invite our friend
“It won'tdo,” to accompany us a little into
details, and we may by possibility convince
cven lum that the principle “willdo,” Letus
first look a little at the inducements which g
farmer has to adopt this principle of action,

In the finst place, every shilling this rood
costs goes into the pocket of the farmer or the
labourer. There isno £500 per mile to be
pad to the stone-breakers, nor another £500 to
the stone-quarriers and blasters. Every shil-
bog that the road cost ns to the timber part
goesinto the pocket of the parties most inter-
ested, They have the immediate benefit of the
road, and their property is increased in value in
the same proportion, as experience has proved
all property to be when good roads have beeg
made.

A farmer living within 5 miles of the front
goes four times a day to market, carrying 40
bushels of grain, instcad of going once or
twice, carrying 20 bushels, and so of all other
produce. If he lives 10 miles distant he gaes
twice ; and 2 man who lives 20 miles distant
goes and returns casily in one day, carrying 40
bushels of wheat, whereas it now takes him two
days to go and return, carrying 20 bushels.—
When(the roads are unimproved he cannot go
at all 1n some seasons, as 1s the case with all
his neighbours ; and when the roads are passa-
ble all go together, producing the most 1njuri-
ousresults as to the price of his produce, and
not unfrequently as to his obtaning cash for it.

Theadvantage to the farmer of good roads
instead of bad anes will be somewhat asfollowss

Bad roadsin account current itk good roads.
Dr.

To 2 deys teaming to the front with £ & d,
20 bushels of grainyeseceececceneel 0 9
To 2days expences, £8.6d.esevtees0 5 0O
Say nothing of wear and tear, but 5s,
would be a smal] gllawance,evsaee 0 0 0

£1 % a
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Expenso of carrying 20 bushels of grain to
market, per bushel, fifteen pence.

Cn.

To one dnysteaming to thefrontwith £ s o

40 bushels of groin,ecececncecess 0 10 0O
To one day’s expenses,eceescvccses 0 6
ToToll Gategyeersvecossscccae oo O 0

2
1

£013 6
Expences, per bushel, four pence.

Now suppose o farmer to grow 25 acres of
wheat, producing 24 bushels per acre ; he has
to carry 600 bushels to market.

The expence of carrying 600 bush-

els at 150, 15csceveccecescece £37 10 O
The expence of carrying 600 bush-

els 0t 40, §5 sesecrerncoroscses 10 O 0
£2710 0
So that it is obyious the farmer
gets upon the carriage of kistheat
alone,1n one year, by having good
roads, more than he gets when the
roads are bad, £27 10s.
e gets besides the same praportion
for all his other agricultural pro-
duce, which 1y be reckoned as
halfysesesrsceioncanccrsccnes 1815 0
And he gets the interest on his £50
bond, say 10 per centoeseecccess & 0 0
L£¥6 5 0

Wow we readily admit that it 1s scarcely to
be expected that for 20 or 50 miles together as
many ag twelve farmers would be found who
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could or who would do work of the value of
£50 each, but we think we have pretty clearly
proved that it would be greatly to ther advan-
tage todosu ; and we do expect thata great
many would do so if the advantages were duly
expluned to them 5 and we venture to predict
that when such efforts to help ourselves are
displayed, in the new state of things o cleim
for assistance from the new Provincial Legis-
lature will not be madesin vain ; and we also
venture 1o prodict that such efforts will be
haided as @ harbinger of mcrcased energies and
good roads throughout the Province. 1tis not
intended that this calculation would apply pre-
cisely to all cases or to any particular case.—
It 13 1ntended to shew that we do possess the
means of helping ourselveg with regard to the
improvement of our roads, which have not yet
been called mnto action, and which are adspted
to asist the agriculture, and consequently to
eatend the commerce of the country. Nor do
we despair of secing, when the union of the
population shall be established, our resonrces,
mental, as well as physicat and pecuniary, com-
bined, our energes will be aroused, our activi-
ty mncreased, and our general rosperity greatly
extended.

It has occurred to us that efforts made in
accordance wrth these principles may prove, if
not 1 an cqual degree suceessful with our other
public nnprovements, yet of great essistance in
their completion—we hope to shew in what
way on some future occasion,
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Among the numcrous considerations which
the new order of things aiout to be established
in these Provinces suggests, not the least im-
portant is the cffect to be produced on the tone
and character of the Press, and, through the
Press, on the morals and character of the peo-
ple. Thisis aconsideration, indeed, of the first
importance, for, whatever be the plans proposed
for the developement of the natural resources
of the Colony—however strenuous be the

efforts for the establishment of a good and
sound system of gencral education, whilst the
daily sheet from whicha great mass of the
people draw their stock of political information
is devoted ta the selfish interests of party, or
made a mere vehicle for unmeasured attacks on
those in authority, so long, we soy, will the
pohtical welfare of the Colony bo retarded,
and mistrust and jealousy presad.

ilitherto the state of the Provincial Press
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has not been altogethor so satisfactory as might
have been wished.  Generally speaking, the
circulation of cach journal has been confined
protty much to its own unmediate neighbour-
hood, and 1ts arguments have been dirceted
rather to the little circle around 1ty than to the
great mass of the commumty., [rom this
cause its 1nfluence has been lmuted, and its
views often narrow and sectarian,  Nor is this
altogether to be wondered at. Itis notin a
new country Lhe Canada that we can expect to
find 2 literature springing up at once to our
hands. The cultivation of the soil, and the
supply of tiic natural wants of the population,
are paramount claims, and leave httle tinie for
the study of pohtics, or the ndulgence of n
hterary taste. Other countrics huve laboured
on punfully to their present state  of mwental
advancemnent, and every step onward has been
the signal for a fresh contes. between bigotry
and selfishness on the one hand, and inteliyrence®
and liberality on the other.  Thelustory of the
newspaper press in England 15 the iustory of the
political enfranchisement of the people. Wo ild
the Reform Bill, 1s 1t mmnagined, have become
law, bad not the right to publish debates been
virtually conceded? Would the Tortes still be
strugghing for power it they could gag, as m
the days of Castlercagh, that organ which, by
keeping their past nusdeeds before the world,
renders the people cautious how they trust
themagain?  Would Mr. O'Connell retain mis
vast influence if his speeches had no ccho
beyond the walls of the buildings in which they
are uttered, and were not re-created n every
journal throughout the kingdom ? In ali this
we mark the influence of the presy, speaking,
1t is true, the opinions of the masces, but ma-
turing their judginents and moderating their
zeal. It was the press that extorted Catholic
Emancipation—it was the press that carned
the Reform Bill—it was the press that drove
Charles X. into exile—it s the press that sull
maintains a liberal pumistry in power—and 1t
is by the press that the great work of cement-
ing the Union between these Provinces and
conciliating 1ts different classes, must be car-
ried out.

But in this Colony the press has lutherto
presented few of those great features which
distinguish its spirited European conteinporary.
Its influence has been small, and its honesty
sometimes questionable, It has been entram-
clled in the shackles of party, and where 1t has
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spoken the most boldly 1t has not unfrequently
been the most corrupt.  Bhinded by loeal affec-
tions its conductors have too often lost mpght
of the great objects o' good government, end
hmve supported corruptions when they really
mmaged they were fighting for popular rights,
Nor have they altogether steered clear of per-
sonal attach—that rock-a-head of all public
wnters, which renders the newspaper a pest to
soclety, mstead of its greatest boon. Mixed
up with the numerous parties whose contending
views have #o long marred the prosperity of
the Colony, the journal has too frequently been
made the medium for mdividual slander, and
ficrce party abuxe. It has left the consideration
of puhitical questions to indulge m the unworthy
tnumnph of cruzling some obnoxious opponent,
and 1ts cnernies, which should have been
resened for hgrher objects, have been wasted
in a contest wlhich could brimg neither credit
nor advantage.

But whilst we thus characterize a portion of
the presy, we must not lose sight of that other
cless wlich has been distinguished by the
manliness of its principles, the integrity of its
purposes, and the consistency of its conduct.—
It would be most unjust to include the whole
press i the remarks made ahove, which, in-
deced, applr rather to the past than to the
present, and which, we are quite satisfied, from
1casons we will state hereafter, can have no
application to the future. There are engaged
on the press i this Colony men of the highest
otder of mund, and, we may add, the purest
principles, and if therr writings as yet have not
had therr due mfluence in sobenng the passions
and removing the prejudices of their neighbors,
1t has been because they have had to contend
with difficulties such as might well have
daunted the most courageous and persevering.

It has lntherto been the misfortune of these
Provinces to present the unenviable picture of
a society broken up into nuimnerous petty com-
munities, each onc advancing its pecultar
clainis, ond regarding with feelings of jealousy
it= neighbour.  There has been little sympathy
between these different parts, whose views
have been generally as opposed as it was possi-
ble for them to be.  In the midst of all the
confusion which such a state of society neces-
sarily led to, newspapers sprang up with ara-
pudity which promised little for their eventual
soundness. They were the children of faction,
got by prejudice out of error, and they did not
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disgrace their origin, Speaking to the passions,
rather than to the judgment, they were read
with avidity by a portion of the commumty,
always to e allured by what 15 gluring, and
who have cither not the ability or the e'ina-
nation to examine logieally and entieally that
which is laid before them.  Cut off' by ther
geographical situation from direct conncetion
with the great mass of thewr brother colonists,
these people tnmgined that their interests must
also be necessanily distinct, and squared all
questions by the very narrow application they
had to their own little socicties,  To them—as
the largest class—the language of the newspa-
per was addressed, and as they scldom saw
apy other print, and were flattered by the
deference paid to their opinions by the writers,
their original errors became still inore strongly
enarafted on their minds, and received weekly
confirmation from the great pohitical oracle of
the place.

It seems to be a natural result of isolated
communities that they arow selfish and cor-
rupt. It is connection with our nexghbours that
liberaMses the mind, matures the judginent, and
forms the taste. lence 1t 1s that steam has
done, and wiil do, wore to produce kindly feel-
ings between nations than all the treaties that
were ever druwn up.  National prejudices
vanish as we grow more funnhar with foreign-
erg, and two or three dinners at a table d' lote,
a box at the theatre, and a watk to the Louvre,
upsets all the preconceived notions an English-
man may have entertuned of France and its
inhabitants.  Just suntlar must be the effect
when the barriers which have served to render
soclety exclusive in this colony shall have been
cast down. No longer bound to the politics of
his confined district, the political reader will
have his attention forced into new channels,
and in order to judge corrcctly of the applica-
tion of any particular measure to Ins own
neighbourhood, he must st follow out its
operation on the whole rolony. It will no
langer do for him to confine himsclf to the
darkness of his limited sphere; he must walk
forthinto the broad day-light, and judge of men
and measures by @ new and more liberal scale.

And all this—aye and much morc—must be
effected by the Act of Union, which offers a
new end widely extended field for the journal-
ist. ¥rom the moment that Act was proclaim-
ed, 8 moral revolution in the whole system of
journalism became inevitable.  Instead of
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speaking to a fow hundred patrons the lan-
guage of the press for the future will be
addressed to the whole Provinee, and the poli-
tician who finds his views as ably expressed in
the journal of Quebec as in that of his own city
of Turonto, will be gradually weaned from his
local affections. The lonely dweller in some
new-cleared soily when he opens his newspaper
in the worning, will be led unconsciously to
the consideration of qu.stions connected with
the pohicy of the whole Province, and thus
become hnked in with the great changes that
are working around him, His news will no
lonzer be exclustve, his tormer crrors and ani-
mosities wilt vamsh. To him the change isno
less than s the sight of a great city to a pea-
sant who has lived all his hife without o’erstep-
ping the boundary of his humble hamlet. As
he walks on he 1s quite surprised to find that
there are houses larger than the one inhabited
By his good Rector, which he had held to be the
arandest in the world, and 1s even mortified at
discovering that the village church is but a
merc hovel compared with the magnificent
temples which every where meet his eye, In
a little time, however, he gets reconciled to the
contrast, and is astomshed on looking back to
find how feeble had been his previous concep-
tions—how erroneous lus judgments.

But whilst the great advantage is to be reap-
cd by the public, the press itself will be no
shght gamer either in character, influence, or
(be t saud inodestly) emolument. At the pre-
sent moment there are too any newspapers,
the effcct of the Union will be probably tolessen
the number, and most certainly to improve the
quality. By increasing the outlay necessery
for the conducung of a newspager, it will keep
out of the field & number of mere ephemerat
prints which now scriously interfere with the
profits of the legiumate journalist. Directly
the affairs of the most remote part of the Pro-
vince are wvested with interest, the newspaper
proprictor will feel himself called on to make
fre:h excertions, and @ new system of machin-
ery will soon rise to bis hand. He will havo
lis correspondents in the principal towns, who
will furnish him with correct views of the state
of fechng in their neighbourhoods, and thus
enable him 1o take an extended view of the
possible operation of any proposed measure,—
As the political importance of the Colony in-
creases he will have to present correct reports
of the debates in the Assembly,—to note down
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accurately the words of popular men—and to
keop watch over the courts of Jaw, local
tribunals, &c. To do this a new body of
intelligent workers must be created, and the
presence of newspaper reports will be o
guaruntee for the vigilance of the press.—
All this will furnish the groundwork for 2
future national Dhterature,—it will improve
the character of the wnting,—moderate the
views of parties,—instil a purer taste, and -
tellectualize society.

In England, the views of the two great
parties are reflected in the journals wiuch
range themselves on either side, and the spi-
rit of political opposition 18 carried to a
considerable height. But this 1s a fecling
which, to the credit of the press be 1t saud,
does not extend to matters mvolving the
vital interests of the country. It may take
in the Ballot, Triennial Parliaments, und
even the Corn Laws, but where a high moral
principle is concerned, or the national char-
acter likely to be prejudiced, it is seldom
that o mere feeling of party intervenes. A
great portion of the tory press is favourable
to the principle of the new Poor Law, winlst
the measure of Penny Postage,—intended
chiefly to benefit the working and industrious
classes—met with support from all, Divided
as the press 1s on the subject of our present
foreign policy, let an act of aggression be
committed by a foreign power to-morrow,
and see how the mdignation of the vast organ
would be roused. There might 1ndeed be a
difference of opimon as to how satisfaction
ghould be exacted, but there would be nonc
as to the act itself,—whig, tory, and radical
would all unite in defence of the national
honour,

The principles of justice are rarely viola-
ted by the Bntish press. The Zlimes and
Herald were the inost unsparing opponents
of the tory Lord Cardigan, in his recent pro-
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ceedings aganst Captain Reynolds, and they
were 50 on the high grounds of justice. The
difference of rank of the two parties could
not, 1 a case like that, warp ther judg-
ments, and they dared to pronounce a verdict
contrary to that of the nubitary tribunal,—in
defiance of the uuthority of rank and power,
—but 1n unison with the feelings of the peo-
ple. Tl we say, they dared to do; but
had Lord Cardigan made a speech in the
I{ouse of Lords as intolcrant in its character
as cven was the most arbitrary of his acts,
should we have found the Ximes and Herald
as ready to attack the orator as they were
to denounce the mulitary tyrant? In this
case, 1L 13 feared, the influence of party would
have stept m to protect the unpopular noble-
man, and to cast arour.d him a shield which
ought never to be rwsed but in the defence of
truth and justice,

But to bring to a conclusion these some-
what rambling remarks,—we repeat our cton-
viction that the press of the Umted Province
15 about to cnter upon 2 new career, and we
confess we are somewhat proud to have led
the way in a course where so much honour is
to be ganed.

An intelligent and honest press is a sure
proof of a sound state of society, and 2 guar-
antee for its prosperity  Hitherto the press
has possessed httle power to do good, be-
cause society itself had been divided, but for
the future it will have better materials to
work on; the soil has been fresh ploughed,
and the fruits are already exhbiting themn-
selves. Only let us hope that nothing may
mterfere to check them, but that backed by
honest statesmen—led on by honest leaders—
and supported by an honest press, the good
work may proceced and prosper gloriously to
the last.
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OPEN

Tae system of government in Canada. is
assimilated to the English model, so far as Is
consistent with colonial dependence. The chief
measures of the administration, in fact all ex-
cept what relates to the ‘“honour of the crown
and the interests of the empire,” must be
.carried through the Provincial Assembly, and
must therefore receive the sanction of a major-
ity of its members. The House of Commons
determines the character and policy of the
English Government ; and the Assembly of
Canada will henceforth have the same power
over the Provincial Government, with the ex-
ception above stated. y Therefore, as we are
to follow the British model, it is important for
us to understand the rules of British practice,
in order that we may secure the successful
working of the constitution by applying the
same principles to it here as are found to be
necessary there, We cannot expect to im-
prove on British practice ; it is enough if we
imbibe its spirtt, and follow its rules to the same
successful result.

One of the most important questions that
meets us on the very threshhold of this new
order of things is, how far are we to expect
perfect unanimity in the Government and its
supporters ? Unanimity in all general princi-
ples and measures there must of course be;
* but how far may it be expected in minor mat-
ters? Hitherto this question has not arisen in
Canada, because the Executive did not formal-
ly appear in the legislature, or attempt to carry
on public business there in harmony with the
people’s representatives. The system was the
same as that which prevailed in England before
the revolution of 1688. The Legislative
Councils were the apparent government, but its
business was really managed in the public offi-
ces, and by a few unknown and irresponsible
individuals—aunknown, that is, in the capacity
in which their power was universally felt, as
the real governors of the country. But now
the Government assumes its true character;
its powers are lodged in the proper hands ; real
and apparent are the same ; the men who pre-
tend to govern the country are the men who
really do so, and therefore they can be called to
an account for their proceedings, and they
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must defend themselves and their policy on th¢
floor of the Assembly, as the Queen’s ministe?
in England defend themselves in the House ¢
Commons. ‘

Tt therefore becomes essential to understand
how far we are to expect unanimity in the ne¥
system. If we expect more than is practict”
ble, we shall obstruct and perhaps break ©f
the machine on the first attempt to set it in
motion, and may curse our folly in not taking
pains to understand the secret of its smooth
and easy progress. *

Now, every man who knows the country
knows that considerable latitude of opinion o®
non-essential points is required by the state 9
parties. Excited partisans are in the habit 0
asserting that perfect unanimity prevails amot§
all whom they number in their ranks, but the
least enquiry will dissipate this idea. Variou#
differences of opinion prevail, and an attemp!
to enforce entire agreement would break up a9y -
party. Hence arises the necessity of mutu
forbearance and concession among the peoplés
and of ¢ Open Questions” in the Government-

As this subject is but imp erfectly understood
in this country, and has been often misrepré”
sented, we shall show how it is regarded in
Great Britain, by publishing the substance ©
an article in the Edinburgh Review on Ope®
Questions, occasioned by Sir Robert Peel’s
speech in the House of Commons on Sir J*
Yarde Buller’s motion of want of confidenc®
in the Government. We shall thus state 0%
the highest authority a necessary rule of ¢on”
duct for public men in Canada under the ne¥
sdministration of the Colonial Constitution.. .

“The great linesby which political party ¥*
this country is divided are pretty clear i~
straight-forward peliticians, of sense enough
choose, take their sides accordingly ; an
grown-up man must be indeed unlucky, wh
from alterations in himself or others, shall ﬁ"d
himself’ obliged in conscience to change a 5!
which ho has once taken. At the same i
the most compact party that ever acted 08¢
gether in public life, although it may agree !
almost all things, cannot agree in all, Co™
mon sense honestly disposes of minor diffe™”
ences by mutual concessions, But differenc®®
will occasionally arise, which, from one reas?
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O Another, do not admit of being set offagainst
%&ch other, and merged in the general account.
t: these occasions what is to be done ?
itah] 165 occasions must arise. This isinev-
th le. Ttis equally plain, when they do arise,
3t there can be but three courses between
Th ch public men have to make their choice.
Sy may withdraw themselves from their
¥ In consequence ; and, by so doing, do
8t they can to dissolve the political combi-
On which it represented,~—defeat its objects,
it p _oestroy the common principles upon which
28d been formed. Or, in the thorough-going
:Elm of party, they mey continue to act toge-
ther 88 a body on these very subjects, just
.2 #ame as on any other ; keeping back their
th Crences from the world. Or lastly, while
®Y remain steady to their old connexion, and
ex @ principles which it embodied, they will
te;ept those particular subjects from their sys-
of unijted action, and leave each other with
i 381d to them, to the free expression of their
«dual opinions. )
the; hese three courses are characterized by
lnedu Tespective advantages and disadvantages,
hag have their respective advocates. The first
Riy the sanction of that high-minded politician,
ames Graham ;—he sees no difficulty in
% Moning former friends. Sir Robert Peel
Coppe® 88 @ strenuous supporter of the first
W e, or the second, he does not openly state
Pl‘bt?h' But the reverential scruples which he
N ©88es to entertain against such proceedings
oy 22 tend to loosen the ties of party, are
oy UOnsistent with a preference for the sec-
Sxen., Lhat nobody is entitled to an opinion
Pree!?t himself, is comfortable doctrine for o
i lier, The third course has been sbly vin-

Wh

Qﬁa d by Mr. Macaulay, in his defence of open
wee“lons. The more we think of it, the more

®re satisfied that in certain circumstances,

Within certain limits, it is the only proper

8¢ which a true nature can consent to fol-
be orb'y which true conclusions are likely to
centlt&lned. If the difference in the views re-
Son Y proclaimed upon this subject, should be-
twa. O0€ Of the characteristic differences be-
bpg VV.higs and Tories, the Tories will have
p%itl.'tumties enough for repenting the false

“1on which they will have taken up.”

The case is here fairly stated, and in the ar-
0t it is observed, that the question “is of
g 20t importance, moral and political, to be
gy ed with fairness, and upon its own
tne o Notonly are the character and exist-
it - °f this or that administration involved in
p‘lbli:t _the principles of every man engagefi.in
i fe; and, at times, even the possibility
U Tee state, of having any government at

“ .
ilgel? r immediate concern is with the theory
> Mot with its application. The application

v
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of the theory of Open Questions will raise a
multitude of incidental points, varying with the
circumstances and degrees of almost every
case. These, however, are all of them beside
the argument at its present stage ;—the point
now at issue being, not what questions may be
left open, but whether a body of men acting
together in public, more especially a govern-
ment, ought to admit such a thing as an Open
Question under any circumstances whatever.
For some of Sir Robert Peel's objections, it
will be observed, areso wide and general as
logically to exclude Open Questions from the
creed of an opposition as well as of a gov-
ernment, while some of them apply to a gov-
ernment only. The acknowledgment of a sin-
gle instance in which the balance of advantages
and disadvantages might turn in favour of leav-
ing a question open, changes entirely the char-
acter of the argument. It puts it upon that
line of inquiry which we conceive is the only
proper one—namely, instead of arguing and
declaiming in the abstract, whether Open
Questions are or are not admissible into poli-
tics—it introduces a separate examination in
every recurring instance, of which the object
will be to ascertain, whether considerations
equivalent to thuse which, by the supposition,
have prevailed in the former instance, may not
exist in the latter also.

In the remarks we are now making, we as-
sume that the discussion is wanted for the
sake of men of sense and principle,~men real-
ly seeking for a rule of conduct ; first, how far
they should make an absolute unanimity of
opinion, or at least an absolute conformity in
speeches and in votes, the indispen:ahle condi-
tion of their personal co-operation in the pub-
lic service ; next, how far a latitude, which
might be best for themselves, may require to be
modified or restrained, from its liability to be
abused by politicians of inferior understandin,
or morality. Men such as we suppose, wiﬁ
take care not to embarrass their search by
difficulties which lie beyond the sphere and
influence of Open Questions. For instance,
they are aware that neither of their objects,
(the discovery of a rule for their own conduct,
or for that of others,) can have any thing to do
with extremes, whether of persons orof cases.
The rule, wherever it may be fixed for its own
purposes, will not need narrowing or enlarging
to meet the views of persons of extravagant
opinions on the one side, or of loose principles
on the other. What have a ‘Yes’ or ‘No’
upon Open Questions to do with the impracti-
cable zealot, who would rather see his country
dust and ashes, than put the least of his crotch-
ets into temporary abeyance ? or what with the
mere adventurer, whose talents are always in
the market for the highest bidder? The de-
termination which we may come to upon Open
Questions, has also as little connection with
exireme cases, either way. The utmost ex-
tension which its advocates demand, compre-
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hends only certain intermediate cases of differ-
ences of opinion;—such cases as are notserious
enough to interrupt the gencral confidence of
men of similar principles and of cummon ob-
jects—but which, nevertheless, from one cause
or another, are too weighty to be passed over
and compromised 1n silence.

8ir Robert Peel siys, that according to the
doctrime of Open Questions, there 1s nothing
to prevent him from coalescing with Sir Wal-
lin Molesworth and Mr. Leader. This de-
pends upon the fact, whether in English pohitics
the gentlemen oforesaid and Sir Robert Peel
have, upon the whole, common pnnciples and
common objects. When two persons league
together, who agreein nothing except in their
hatred of a third, they do not wast fur ceremo-
nies of this kind. On the other hand, Upen
Questions are the characteristic form, which
can be replaced by nothing else, as often us
honest men are anxious to reconcile pastial va-
siance with general agreement—the nights of
private judgment with the necessities ot the
state. ‘The only obstacles which Open Ques-
tions leave in the way of a coalition such as
Sir Robert Peel supposes, are a sense of truth,
and of policy, and of shame. But the oppo-
site supposition, that of Closed Questions, pre-
sents us with nothing more.  In the nature of
things, these are the only securfies we can
have aganst the unprincipled combinations of
politicians trading for place, or conspinng
malice. Bascness has few qualms, It does
not stand ont for Open Questions. Looking
overa bst of the celcbrated Rate of the past
and present generation, we shall percaive that
they made no terms.  Sir Robert Peel 1s fond
of putting extreme cases. Insubjects depend-
g on proportion, this is very bad philusophy.
In morals and in politics, truth 13 seldom aimed
at, and 18 never reached by so domng., It is
using o fallacy, and for the purpose generally
of o fraud.

In his prodigality of exaggeration, Sir Robert
Pecl declares that the admission of Open
Questions brings along with it as & necessary
consequence, ¢the exclusion of honourable and
able men from the conduct of affairs, and the
unprincipled coalition of the refuse of every
party : an end to public confidence in the hon-
our and integrity of great political parties ;
a severance of all ties which copstitute party
connections, and a premium upon the shubby
and shufiing conduet of unprincipled pohti-
cians.” The coalition above suggested, appears
mtended to be & case in point.  The aphorism
and the illustration are worthy of cach other.
Such o coalition is not more beyond the sphere
of Opea Questions, than it1s beyond the range
of their probable abuse. We repeat, that they
will ben no way responsible for cither ongina-
ting 1t or consolidating it, whenever it may
occur. On the contrary, aithough Open Ques-
tions are not specifics ngainst baseness, (what
137) yet mno case are they particularly ex-
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posed to it ; and in most cases thoy so far
uiminish the temptation to it, that it 1s among
the rarese disgmses that baseness will ever put
on. Sir Robert Peel’'s moral indignation on
this occaston, 1s in charming conwstency with
the cogency and candour of his arguments.—
To be beforehand with an adversary, and to
charge him with the offence of which you
yourself are guilty, is onc of the old resvurces
of audaclous sophistry. The patural reply to
Ins tirade ought to begin with the words of
Homlet—¢ Nay, an’ thou'lt mouth’t, I'll rant os
well as thon.”  For it may be confidentiy re-
torted that every thing here affitmed of Open
Questions, (except their tendency to loosen
the ties of party, in cases where those ties will
otherwise become direct resirants on personal
Integnty,) may, with infinitely greater truth,
be atfirmed of the system in which Open Ques-
tions are proscribed.  Absolute agreement m
politics isnot to be had. To exclude Open
Questions, therefore, is to exclude the most
honourable men from public affeirs—is to com-
pel a muuster to recruit from the unpnneipled
of every party—is to offer a premum to shab-
by and shuflling politicians ; and supposing
political parties to act upon it as a settled max-
1m, 13 to destroy the public confidence sn therwr
wtegnty and bonour. Few pobucal eonclu-
S10nS appear so certain,

“Sir Robert Peel strangely overacted this
philipme.  Having little to say w. support of
Sir Yarde Buller's indictment of the Govern-
ment, he retreated upon this outlymg topic.—
The nature of popular assemblies, end the
hurry of debate, hold cut strong temptationsto
the plausible ond insincere. Temporary effects,
however, sometimes are obtained upon that
sLmTvc ata cost beyond their value. Cheers
prolonged for several minutes gratify the vanity
of the moment ; and advantages stil more
substantial reward the flocking in of partisans
around a standard on which is wuiten *No
Open Question.” But it can nevesr be sound
policy 1n any statesman to strain his influence
with his countrymen, so for as to reason out o
public argument of enduring interest, in the
wanner 1 which Sir Robert Pecl has attempted
to rcason this.

“No side of any argument could be less n
want of the artifices of” rhetoric to sccure hav-
ing justice done to it.  The real disadvantages
of Upen Questions are never likely to be over-
looked. They are of a kind to sppear gener-
ally considerably greater than they are. They
carry with them a confession of ignorance and
wrresolution ;—often 2 wise confession ; but
one s0 lLiable to ridicule and misconstruction,
that 1t will not be made without great necessity.
We may be very sure, also, from the obvivus
Innitation which an Open Question puts upon
his authonty and convenience, that & Prime
Mimster will close the donragainst it, whenever
the advantages and disadventages appear to
tum to be nearly bolanced.  If Sir Robert Peel
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had contented himself with recapitulating the
disadvantages, and plu.cin% them ir the most
striking pomnts of view, he would have done
nothing but what every impartial person must
have felt obliged to him for doing.  Aftercom-
paring them with the advantages, should he
have decided that tho disadvantages preponder-
ated, we might indeed have been surpnised, but
we could have had no reason to complain.—

But he has done no such thing. He is the pe

advocate, not the judge.

¢ For instance, Sir Robert Peel kindly warns
the ministers against the tendency of Open
Questions to sow disunion in a Cabinet. The
objection, no doubt, has something init. This
something, therefore ought to be estimated at
as much as itis worth, At the same time, we
should observe, in reply, that it applies to ill-
assorted Cabinets only—made up of persons
who, if they had not this groung of quarrel,
would probably soon make out for themseclves
another. Among colleagues of tolerable sense
and temper, meaning fairly by cach other, it
might be reasonably expected that the system
of Open Questions, for one case in which it
created jealousics, would get rid of them 1a ten,
by getting rid of their usual causes.

% Again, Sir Robert Peel reproaches Open
Questions for their tendencies to withdraw a
Government from the responsibility of legisla-
tion ; and todeprive it of the benefit of united
action in its ordinary administration of affurs.
These objections, like the last, niay have some-
thing in them ; but they may also have nothing
—~—or less than nothing—according to circum-
stances. In all of them, the fallacy lies
stating them as general objections to the prin-
ciple; when they are in fact only objections to
particular cases, in which either the principle
has been completely misapplied, or the specific
evils have been imprudently underrated.

The first of these objections is—Open Ques-
tions neutralize a Government, and prevent 1t
from bringing forward pubhic measures. Our
answer is, that in their proper character they
prevent it from bringing forward no measures
which it is desirable that a Government should
bring forward with the sanction of its authority.
Every man of sense has many Open Questions
in hisown mind. When reasons from without
are added, an absolute monarch must often
wish to pause. A government should be con-
vinced that its views are right, before it propo-
ges toalter the existing law. Thereis noad-
vantage in premature or conjectural legislation.
Quite the contrary. Unsuccessful experiments
projudice the cause of legislative improvement,
in the same manner as unsuccessful revolts
prejudice the cause of freedom. Andif a Gov-
ernment were secking for a criterion, could a
better one be suggested for presuming that the
time for useful legislation, on a particular sub-
ject, had not yet arrived, than the fact of a dif-
ference of opinion on it among persons whom a
similarity of principles unites upon most other
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subjects ? The example of the present Gov-
ernment, (stigmatized as the Government of
Open Questions,) 15 1n direet contradiction wath
the pneutralizing cffects attributed to them in
this objection. Jt has been repeatedly accused
of a disposition towards legislating over much,
And certainly no Government ever introduced
into Parhiament so many ncw, delicate, and
comprchensive measures, within so short a

rio
The other objection i, Open Questions par-
alyse the united action and authority of an
executive. We answer, wise and honest men
must be trusted with the use of their under-
standings in cases admitting of every variety of
degree. Insome instances the consequences
here supposed will be so slight as to be a mat-
ter of indifference. In others they will be
very serious. These muschiefs, however, even
at their worst, may be the only possible means
of averting far greater mischief of a hundred
kinds. The whole depends on the nature of
the particular casc on oac hand, and on the
state of public affairs and parties on the other.
For there are times when nations, like ndivid-
uals, have no alternative but a choice of evils.
Of twoevilg, if that of'a divided cabinet happens
to be the least, the country must bear it in the
best manner that it can. To be sure, the in-
stant this ceases to be the case, much more
from the instant that 1t is perceived that a divi-
ded cabinet is the principal cause of the suppos-
ed evil, to prolong the evil for a day isto com-
mit a serous crime. The most disorgamain
of all open questions was probably that of lns%
Emancipation. Sir Robert Pecl affirms it
ought to have been made a Ca! et question,
nng carried sooncr ! But the'stupidity and the
bigotry prevalent upon it, and which Sir Robert
Peel himself encouraged to the last, were so
intense, that whatever he may now allege, we
are perfectly satisfied that 1ts consistent advo-
cates could in prudence have embraced no oth-
er course than to leave it open.

Whenever it happens that an Open Question
provokes the irntable members of a Cabinet or
weakens the vigour of the executive, our regret
may be mitigated by the reflection, that these
are indirect and accidental consequences. In
truth they are so indirect and accidental, that
the Open Question which is charged with them
will be the occasion always, rather than the
cause ;—answerable perhups for the form which
the disorder may have taken, but not for the
disorder. Thereal cause lies deeper ; and as
much of it as any remedial process can hope
to reach, it is the direct und 1mmediate aim of
Open Questions to remove., A disagreement
between true friends regarding certain princi-
ples or measures, is the difficulty with which
we have to deal. The appropriste remedy
surcly must be this—By getting at the truth,
or as near as may be, to thereby bring about
an agrcement or approximation of opinion
and in this manner, through the understandings
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of men, to conciliate their affections ; or, at
all events, to satisfy them that their reasons
have been heard and weighed. For this, there
can be no provision half so good as free dis-
cussion. Which party, therefore takes the
wisest course for putting an end to the squab-
bles and disorganization of & Government 7—
The party which keeps up the cause of them
by precluding the natural means of their cor-
rection ; or the party which, under the reason-
able facilities afforded by Open Questions, finds
one and the same security for its own harmony
and for the permanent interests of truth %—
Constraint and hypocrisy generate discontent ;
freedom and truth settle things on their right
principles, and in good humour.

Get rid of causes and the symptoms will
disappear. Open Questions, on a superficial
view of their operation, may seem to aggravate
these symptoms in the first instance. But, in
proportion as they are successful in their great
object, they will do all that can be done towards
carrying off minor obstructions also. The
great objects of Open Questions are truth and
honour. To leave public men in possession of
the ordinary means for discovering truth and
preserving honour—to put no further restraint
upon their understandings and consciences
than is absolutely necessary for useful co-oper-
ation—is to construct as broad a basis for the
union of politicians, whether in or out of office,
ag & people of common sense and virtue can
think that it is their interest to see established.
Apparent unanimity has at times an adventi-
tious value ; but the system which would
uniformly require it, however formidable the
real] disagreement, is essentially a system of
puppression, alienation, and misrepresentation.
Tts benefits, such as they are, are always pro-
cured at the expense of truth. In the eyes of
as many as agree in its general principles, a
unanimity, real and entire, upon all -subjects,
would of course be the perfection of a govern-
ment. But if a government is to consist of
half-a-dozen persons and half-a-dozen questions,
this sort of unanimity is the perfect chrysolite
which is nowhere to be found. The next thing
to be prayed for, is an honest recognition in all
important cases of the points on which a differ-
ence exists, In this manner, the truth, on
whichever side it lies, will be most readily
brought to light ; the public will be gradually
and naturally prepared for the result ; and the
proper measures for carrying that result into
effect, will have been duly verified by the full
and fair investigation which the subject will
have undergone. .

«Veracity and integrity being, in our opin-
jon, the characteristic objects of Open Ques-
tions, we were not more astonished at the broad
announcement by Sir Robert Peel, that they
would tempt men to dishonour, than at his
more covert insinuation, that they are calcula-
tod to delay the discovery and the success of
truth, If the doctrine was unexpected, the
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example under whose shelter it has been intro;
duced, is among the last we should have look
for, Itisthat of the Corn-Laws. The natio?
is divided in opinion as to what is best to P¢
done—the governors as well as the governet:
The ablest men in the kingdom take opposit?
gides on it ; some recommending one coursd
gome another. In this uncertainty, Sir Robe
Peel suggests that our doubts and difficultie?
would be best got over, not by intelligent a®
ingenuous conferences, but by insisting on
the members of the Government being of thé
same mind, Surely the strangest prescriptio?
doctor ever framed! ¢ Possibly,’ he says, ¢ the
Corn-Law question might be brought to ®
satisfactory arrangement, if the existing Go¥;
ernment were united in opinion on that subjects
The Duke of Wellington and himself once ub’
dertook to legislate upon it. They did all thet
pressure could do to unite their cabinet. Hs#
the result been so encouraging as to warral
Sir Robert Peel in advising their opponents
copy their example ? In that case, the Cor?”
Law question would not now be in want of 8
fresh arrangement. Nothing has since occuf
red to give colour to the supposition which hi#
taunt implies. Sir Robert Peel is as well awer®
as any body living, that the difficulties in the
way of giving satisfaction concerning Cor”
Laws by legislative enactment, do not in the
least depend upon a cabinet being agreed.~
The necessity ofa government using its auth¢”
rity &s a government, to influence a division 1P
the House of Commons upon Corn-Laws
would be as conclusive a proof as a represents”
tive government can well afford, either that thé
measure is not judicious in itself, or that the
country, through ignorance, or passion, or par”
tial interests, was mnot yet in a condition
receive it for its good.

* * »* * * * » * .

“In case the effect of Open Questions P
measures long depending, and lately settleds
should be thought uncertain ; assertions 0%
their tendency respecting discussions, whic
in their present stage are rehearsals only of
their subjects, can be little better than conjec”
tares. The anticipations not only of person®
who differ about a measure, but of persons W
agree about it, are in flat contradiction of eaC
other. Lord Howick disliking Ballot, think®
(as Sir Robert Peel has said concerning Ems®”
cipation) that its triumph is deferred by making
it an Open Question, Sir James Graham, 07
the other hand, no less disliking Ballot, believe®
that it is more likely to succeed in consequenc
than even under a Government pledged
Ballot.

“The advocates and the opponents of a P&
tigular measure will respectively approve °
disapprove the making it an Open Questio®
according as they may think the effect will g
to accelerate or retard that measure, Whl‘:i
will happen, it is never easy to say beforehan®
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Wnilrl ‘(111Wﬂ.ys afterwards. Much, indeed most,

epend on the nature of the measure—on
oe boint which public opinion has reached
Cerning it—on the general state of partics,
304 on the view taken of it by the Premier
°r“the time.
Refwas the result of making Parliamentary
Vo orm an Open Question favourable or unfa-
Re‘;}'ﬂble to its progress? That is, would the
u Orm Bill have been carried sooner, later, or
ﬁrs&u’ supposing it to have been a rule, from
t 1o lagt, that Reformers and Anti-Reform-
could never be members of the same Gov-
ﬁ;nment ? It would not be safe even now to
%Very positive in our answer, What was the
The with the Abolition of the Slave Trade *—
ni € general impression of Pitt’s political om-
Potence during his life, and the experience of
8t was accomplished by the weaker adminis-
d;tlon of the Whigs immediately upon his
ity » seem sufficient to raise the veil ; thongh
Abs only reasonable to acknowledge that the
olitionists of 1807 entered upon a field made
dy for the sickle by the labours of the pre-
Pllblx'lg years. To change and remake the
Wol mind upon the Slave Trade was the
b ork of generations. Whata space had there
0 N 1o traverse from the time when Harley
'hswqred the application of the Dutch for a
P&:.}:e in the Assiento treaty, ‘that he would
of, er,lose his head than consent to such an
q €t I’ Qreven from the time when we were
Cau“’fellmg with our colonists of North Ameri-
g or having any scruples about importing
nee® The fluctuations in the divisions, al-
in::: to the last, and the falling away, for
ul&t nce, pf such a person as Windham, show
tag, Minister could not calculate with cer-
Aty either on the general current or even on
Man,  Wilberforce mentions Windham’s
choll‘tlon upon the Slave Trade as a melan-
e Y proof of the degree to which he hated
hOP_Opuls.r side of any question. ¢When the
Side. tion had but few friends he was all on our
Pete’ but as the nation drew towards us, he
Teated ; and at last, on the division, in 1807,
¥as one of the sixteen who voted against us?

C

Wity Ir Robert Peel ushered in his argument
ﬂcrib'the cry of innovation, The trick of de-
‘thtmg open questions as the new resource, of
Wy he was pleased to call an incompetent
g Nistration, was too clever to be thrown
erZ' The subsequent assertion, that they
ishe, Necessarily pregnant with discord and
geneno}lr, _may be more easily believed, and
the Talizations may be more safely made, when
T ep?s"- can furnish no evidence to contradict.
the wlmpressmn of innovation thus being made,
bi Ods were left to take their chance in the
p"’Cege‘:llty .of an inconsistent context; for he
m'eCed ed to notice some of the most recent
e h ents, under the artful title of exceptions.
tiong tehg to say, that they were no more excep-
hot ., 120 must always be the case. We can-
SUPpose him historically ignorant of the
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fact, that Opeh Questions (though with fur less
reason for them) were much more common
formerly than of late; while he must have
known, that so late an administration as that
of Pitt, carried them, both in theory and in
practice, to the full extent that they have been
carried in the administration of Lord Mel-
bourne.

“Ina case of this kind, it is irrelevant to go
further back for the usages of the British Con-
stitution than the Revolution. At that era,
the parts of the actors on the public stage were
cast anew., Ministers—that is, ministers with
opinions of their own—became necessary. The
public business was no longer to be transacted
in the public offices only. It had to be for-
warded and defended on the floor of the
House of Commons; and must be perform-
ed by persons who could be made respon-
sible to the nation for its due performance.—
William IIL., it is true, took matters into his
own hands occasionally. TFor instance, he
negotiated the treaty of Ryswick without com-
municating with his ministers. Somers and
Harley, in their turn, set up as a defence for
acts of their administration, their sovereign’s
command. These exceptions, however, were
nothing more than the flickering of the lamp
on the dying out of the old system. The legis-
lative negative of the Crown had by this time
fallen into abeyance. The Lords of the Coun-
cil were become only a name. Their power,
and more than their power, was now transfer-
red to @ new authority, which had recognised
for itself the once contemptuous name of Cabi-
net, but which is more properly distinguished
by that of the Administration. This new au-
thority, though it issued from the Crown, and
acted in its name as formerly, was entirely
dependent on the House of Commons. From
the Reign of Charles II. to the present day, an
assembly of some hundred persons, represent-
ing, it is supposed, every distinction of feeling
and opinion in the English nation, have had to
determine of what men the Ministry was to
consist—the principles it was to embody—the
measures it was to promote, oppose or let
alone. After this, no criterion so absurd asan
absolute coincidence of opinion between the
members of the Government among them-
selves, can have ever been thought of. General
agreement, subject to partial variance, has heen
the condition to which, from this time, a Minis-
try looked both for its formation and its sup-
port. This was all that was required; and
assuredly it was all that could hovestly have
been got. Such was the rule from the Revo-
lution till the American war, There is nothing
to complain of in the rule. Ifit had not been
unavoidable, it would not have been less Just.
Whatever errors have been committed in the
application of it, have all arisen from the fac-
tious violence of the parties into which the
country, during all this period has been divided.
Mr. Hallam’s observations on the Triennial
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Bill and the state of parties under William IIL.,
is true of later times, ¢On this, as on many
other great questions of this reign, the two
parties were not so regularly arrayed against
each other as on points of a more personal na-
ture.” On both sides, accordingly, the ques-
tions which have been left open, and the
questions which have been closed, have been
selected, not so much with reference to ¢ the
real principles which ought to be the basis of
political consistency, as to the preference of
certain denominations or certain leaders.” As
party distinctions became broader, the occasions
on which ‘men in the possession of high posts
took apposite sides of public measures of no
light moment,’ became less frequent. This ig
sufficiently clear, and has produced both good
and bad effects.  But that party-spirit in times
of most violence and least principle, never re-
moved these occasions altogether, is also as
clear a point as any in English politics.

Mr. Macanlay in the debate upon the Ballot,
in June, 1839, recalled this part of the case to
thie recollection of living politicians:—¢No-
thing,” said he, ‘is more common than to hearit
said, that the first time a great question was
left open, was when Lord Liverpool’s Admin-
istration left the Catholic question an open
question. Now, there cannot be a grosser
error. Within the memory of many persons
living, the general rule was this—that all ques-
tions whatever were open questions in a Cabi-
net,except those which came under two classes;
namely, first, measures bronght forward by the
Government as a Government, which all the
members of it were, of course, expected to sup-
port, and secondly, moions brought forward
with the purpose of casting a censure, express
or implied, on the Government, or any depart-
ment of it,which all its members were of course
expected to oppose. I believe that I lay down
a rule to which it will be impossible to find an
exception. I am sure I lay down a general
rule when I say that, fifty years ago, all ques-
tions not falling under these heads were consid-
ered open. Let honourable gentlemen run
their minds over the history of Mr. Pitt's Ad-
minstration. Mr. Pitt, of course, expected
that every gentleman connected with him by
the ties of office should support him on the
leaciny questions of his Government—the India
bill—t"e resolutions respecting the commerce
of Ireland—the French commercial treaty. Of
course, also, he expected that no gentleman
should remain in the Government who had
voted for Mr. Bastard’s motion of censure on
the naval administration of Earl Howe, or for
Mr. Whitbread’s motion on the Spanish arma-
ment; but excepting on such motions brought
forward as attacks on the Government, perfect
liberty was allowed to his colleagues; and that
not merely on trifles, but on constitutional
questions of vital importance. The question of
Parlismentary reform was left open; Mr. Pitt
and Mr. Dundes were in favour of it; Lord
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Mulgrave and Lord Grenville against it. 0P
the impeachment of Warren Hastings,likewis®
the different members of Government were lef*
to pursue their own course; that Governor w84
attacked by Mr. Pitt, and defended by Lord
Mulgrave.  In 1790, the question whether the
impeachment should be considered as havibé,
dropped, in consequence of the termination o
the Parliament in which the proceedings were
commenced, was left an open question; M¥
Piit took one side, and was answered by b
own Solicitor General and by Sir J. Scott, 8
terwards Lord Eldon. The important questio?
respecting the powers of juries in cases of libé
was left open; Mr. Pitt took a view favourabl®
to granting them extensive powers; Lor

Grenville and Lord Thurlow oppoged him.~
The abolition of the Slave Trade was also 88
open question. Mr. Pitt and Lord Grenville
were favourable to it; Mr. Dundas and Lot

Thurlow were amongst the most conspicuou?
defenders of the Slave Trade. Al these 18
stances occurred in the space of about fivé
years. And are they not sufficient to prové
how absurdly and ignorantly those person®
speak, who tell us that the practice of Ope?
Questions is a mere innovation of our ow?
time? There are men now living—great men
whom I hold in honour and reverence—Lor

Grey, Lord Wellesley, Lord Holland, and
others, who well remember that at an early
period of their public life, the Four Questiond
of Impeachment, the Law of Libel, the Slavé
Trade, and Parliamentary Reform, were 8

Open Questions, supported by one section ©

the Cabinet and opposed by another.’

Open Questions may be honourable or dis”,
honourable, politic or impolitic; but to speak of
them as being the new resource of incompeted
administrations, is a violence against the ap’
pearance of candour, beyond what we should
have expected from Sir Robert Peel. In the
same spirit, his sneer against innovation,
(which supposes that there are no old cases 9(
Open Questions) was followed up by an unfalf
selection from, and a bitter commentary upo®
two or three of them. The cases taken fro®
the crowd are Parliamentary Reform, left ope?
by Lord North and Fox; the Slave Trade, left
open by Pitt; Roman Catholic Emancipatio®
left open by Lord Liverpool on one side;
Fox, and Pitt, and Canning on the other.~~
These cases are raised by Sir Robert Peel ¢
their bad eminence, in consequence of thetf
being supposed to have been pregnant wit
evil above their fellows, and to have bee?
branded by an impartial posterity with censur®
and disgrace. When posterity proceeds
brand these distinguished statesmen with ce?”
sure and disgrace, it will trast the operation 0
some more impartial person than Sir Robef
Peel. A distinct brand peculiar to itself, it 1
assumed, is stamped on each of these transet”
tions. That of a base trafficking between f8¢
tion and corruption is attributed to the firsti
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3;“ of gross personal insincerity to the second;
At of distracted counsels and of a paralysed
:ﬁeﬁutlve to the last. Of these imputations
€ only one which can be fairly placed to the
-count of Open Questions, is the effect as-
ie 1ed to the course pursued respecting Catho-
th Mancjpation. It is no new discovery that
.€ course adopted was a great evil; but the
the _Yery consists in finding out that, among
® evils of which, under the circumstances,
tesmen had their choice, it was the greatest.
18 curious enough that no man now alive so
Ch aggravated the evil, and was so far re-
Dsible for the necessity, as Sir Robert Peel.
wary S the way; tempt first and accuse after-
Ards,
hadWitb regard to the other instances, if there
P been nothing worse in the coalition between
thox and North, than that they reserved to
Mselyes each his own opinion onParliament-
e veform, we should never have heard of the
“Ption as an unnatural alliance. The reser-
3ion was in the strict course of former prece-
in ts; and instead of being the scandal, was,
truth, the most creditable part of the whole
o Dsaction. The public, though justly suspi-
OUs, and accordingly easily misled on these
p_sions, is not quite so foolish as Sir Robert
. Would represent it. This very question,
a:; lamentary Reform, afterwards ranged Pitt
Dundas against Lord Mulgrave and Lord
*enville, without any body imagining them to
. Unnatural allies and improper colleagues on
v account, The reproach against Pitt for
ofs Conduct on the Slave T'rade, is the reproach
¢ Personal insincerity. It supposes that he
i have carried the abolition any day he
fe;:d; but that for some reason or other he pre-
Re ed making fine speeches and doing nothing.
2 0ve this supposition—assume Pilt to have
to the best of his judgment as an honest
oq Jlonist, according to his choice of difficul-
i 8nd the means at his command—and then
Will be no more blameable, or blamed by
ah{i Teasonable person, because he served with
“tholitionists for colleagues, than Lord
ﬂnt;lr ow or Dundas, (both of them strenuous
n ‘&bo_htlonists) were ever blamed for serving
oftﬁl? him. To have to protect the character
Rob 3 great man against the insinuations of'. S}r
dug o Peel is an unexpected office.  But it is
t 4 um to remind the present generation,
Seng the subject was one on which a moral
Ose_Wﬂfs slowly forming, and that his own
o lntlmate friends were divided in opinion
do to Pitt did all that human eloquence could
but, Touse the public and convert his friends;
hay. CONtent with argument, he shrunk from

L) .
“’:l:?f recourse to violence against them. He
Trage

"0'
tioo it

not make the abolition of the Slave

t_he corner-stone of a new Cabinet.—

28 this forbearance so manifestly inconsistent
fag) good faith, as of itself to be necessarily
Et“e::, the character of as direct and manly &

anas has thrown his spirit into modern
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times? Mr. Wilberforce did not think so; the
mortifications of repeated failures never made
him unjust to Pitt upon this point. On the
contrary, the account of his Life, lately pub-
lished, 1s full of testimonies to Pitt’s sincerity,
w'th not a passage to show that a doubt of it
ever crossed his mind, because the question
was an open one. But Mr, Wilberforce’s
heart was set only on abolition; Sir Robert
Peel’s on making out a case, |

Sir Robert Peel ought to be an authority be-
yond dispute, on the miseries attending the
Roman Catholic Question in all its bearings.—
To the difference of opinion on this point be-
tween himself and lis colleagues, he refers the
bad blood in Liord Liverpool's Cabinet, and the
disorganization of Irish affairs. But this we
deny. The leaving it an Open Question was
no more accountable for the incompatibilit
between Mr. Canning and Sir Robert Peel,
than for the duel between Mr. Canning and
Lord Castlereagh. It had as little to do with
the deplorable combination of violence and
weakness by which the Tory rule in Ireland
was distinguished. By uniting the Government
in favour of the measure, its Irish difficulties
would have been comparatively at an end.~—
This is true. But it is also true, that, by unit-
ing the Government against it, they would
have been increased a thousand-fold. The evil,
then, did not consist in making Emancipation
an Open Question, but in leaving that to be a
question which ought to have been none at all;
in persevering to legislate against a people—
against religion—against feelings and common
sense. Sir Robert Peel is driven by the neces-
sities of his present argument, to mistake the
political necessity under which the Relief Bill
passed. It suits him to affirm in one place,
(Speech, p. 19,) that it passed simply in order
to remove the curse of an Open Question from
the practical government of Ireland. Yet he
afterwards more truly states (Ibid. p. 53,) that
by reason of successive majorities in Parlia-
ment, and of public opinion out of doors, the
measure could no longer be resisted. For the
sake of casting a slur on them, this is called an
impossibility of continuing to govern Ireland
by the system of Open Questions. But what
connection is there between Open Questions
and the admitted impossibility of carrying mis-
government one step further? Absurdity had
reached its limit, The time was come when
it was absolutely necessary that the measure
should be passed. But it is agreed on all hands,
that a question then ceases to be an open one.
From that moment the Government, as a Gov-
ernment, must take it up. Sir Robert Peel
goes out of his way to assure us, that dread of
violence did not enter into their list of difficul-
ties. Has he forgot the striking prbtestations
of the Duke against the terrible alternative of
staining his laurels in a civil war?

¢«So much, therefore, appears made out.

«The absolute exclusion of Open Questions
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now insisted on, is a novelty of recent growth
in English politics. Thereis no reason for be-
lieving that they will do more harm in the
futare than they have done in the past. We
know the worst. Itis not necessary to exclude
them, in order to give & Government unity of
action upon those subjects in which it really is
desirable that it should proceed to act. On'the
other hand, the exclusion of all difference of
opinion among the members of a Government
upon any subject, must unavoidablv derange its
working and obstruct its use. The basis of
any possible administration must be often ab-
surdly narrowed by such a rule. The co-oper-
ation of the ablest men, agreeing possibly upon
all subjects but one, may be precluded by it;
while in the conflict of parties, it may bring to
the top a mere faction, whose very want of
morality and of opinions will give it a principle
of cuhesion, sufficient to enable it to take ad-
vantage of these divisions, and, though least
and basest of them all, to trinmph over the rest.
The system of Open Questions is indispensa-
ble at times for the attainment of correct deci-
sions. It is often to the full as necessary for
another equally important end. The dilemma
in which the members of a Government are
placed, in differing from their colleagues on a
particular measure, must always apply to many
of its supporters. As often as a measure of
which they disapprove is made a Government
measure, they must either press their con-
sciences by voting for it, or, voling against it,
may probably overturna Ministry to which they
are cordially attached on public as well as pri-
vate grounds. That public-spirited patriot,
Sir James Graham, sees no difficulty in this,
and cries to the conscientious Minister, ¢ Quit
your colleagues and resign.’ Mr. Hume, on
the other hand, avows that to do a great right
he would do = little wrong, and would vote
black white rather than be the means, by an
untoward vote, of bringing back to power a
Government he thinks a public grievance.—
Whatever general rule is laid down, cases may
arise in which the alternative cannot be avoid-
ed. Causelessly to multiply them—to let one
remain which can possibly be helped——is a cruel
hardship to individuals, and a serious injury to
the community. Open Questions are the na-
tural and reasonable solution of this problem.
They &ave the repetition of painful struggles.
They reconcile the rights of private conscience
with the public welfare.

The prohibition of Open Questions, evinces
either a want of respect for public opinion, or
a want of knowledge of the means by which it
can be best developed and ascertained. A
Government should be very careful what it is
about,when {t undertakes to lead public opinion
one way or another—whether to urge it for-
ward, or to hold it back. Mistakes are so soon
made, and may be so very perilous. There are
some occasions, however, in which it is the
duty of & Government to assume the responsi-
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bility—not so much of putting itself in tho
place of the opinion of the public, as of acting
at an early period upon what resolute and eble
nen may recognise as its sufficient indications
These cases a well-constituted Governme?
takes up.  On the other hand, there are many
measures with respect to which it is its duty
to follow-—or rather to elicit and . ascertsid
what the sound intelligent public opinion really
is. These last are the proper region of Qpe?
Questions. In this, we assume that, in a freé
state, public opinion must ultimately rule; an
that the best arrangement and course of Gov*
ernment is that which gives it its way, easiest
and soonest. The public opinion thus spokes
of, of course, is that which is, or plainly is t0
be, permanent, and which is daily gaining,
strength. It is great part of the sagacity ?f
a statesman to discern from a distance what #
to be durable, from that which is to pass away*
It can seldom be safe, however, in legislating
for a divided peotle, to move suddenly in ad”
vance upon the faith of pure and individua
anticipations. In the mean time, Open Ques”
tions, debated as such in Parliament, are among
the best means for multiplying the data fof
bold conclusions, and for accelerating the natv*
ral formation of the new events and reason-
ings, which in stirring times are thrown 80
abundanily into the great bubbling caldron 0
the public mind. It would be easy to find
striking instances of the evils of too prot.racted
an unconsciousness of the course of public
opinion, on the one hand, and of too precipitaté ;
a following of its transient indications on the
other. The former used to be the besetting
sin of Governments—the latter may be more
threatening at present—though probably noty
if we have wise men to read the signs of the
times. But while there is no unreasonable in-
decision, and the demand for action is not
urgent, there should be Open Questions fof
this purpose, if for no other;—namely, in ordef
to prepare the minds of men by agitation of
discussion, (call it which you will) and in ordef
to collect, at large and at leisure, authenti¢
materials for proceeding to legislation, the mo-
ment that the public and the subject are bo
ready for it,

¢ Thus, were it possible to shut out OpeB
Questions from politics, we feel justified iP
saying, that it would be wrong to do so. Fof.
to do 8o, would be to deprive ourselves of what
can ill be spared—a security for prudent legié
lation. But it is not possible. It former gene-
rations had proscribed Open Questions 88
unconditionally as Sir' Robert Peel does nows
their example would have been no preceden
for us. Since, supposing an identity of opinio®
to be the natural course of things, while poli*
tics were in few hands, and were merely 88
affair of party, this would cease to be so, "‘;.
soon as the people at large, by the formation
an intelligent middle class, take an interest 17
politics, and have opinions of their own.
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Yould not reasonfrom a sluggish and dependent
geffwd to more awakened times; times in which
i Tee and extended representation has called
%0 the field vast constituencies, entitling
y ®m to expect, and enabling them to enforce
v‘tslble attention to their wishes.

at The time for this novelty is therefore very
Tangely chosen. The Roman Catholic Relief
ill, the Reform Bill, progress of education,
8 more general interest in politics, have
®ontributed to break the spell of party. A
€ater number of persons interested in politics
at present free from party trammels, than
8ny time since parties first came in among
8. Yet the exclusion of Open Questions
Would substitute a bondage more heavy and
i‘;’re degrading than its severest despotism, -
d'en are thinking now with more boldness and
Versity than formerly., But the exclusion of
h.Pell Questions is an unexampled invasion of
te?dom of opinion, by its unnecessary res-
tﬁ‘ﬂnts. Contemporary politicians boast that
they are a purer and more independent race
8n that which was the scandal of former
Benerations. But the exclusion of Open Ques-
1008 is an insult on every man of principle, by
A ® unnecessary comprotises which it imvolves.
. Strong Government, such as accident might
8lve ug for a time, in the terrors of another
Tench Revolution, or from the excitement of
eform Bitl, or under the absorbing influence
& commanding character like Pitt’s, might
:mlneer and dictate in this manner; but a
.'Ohg Government, in generous hands, would
ir;s ain to exercise its power in this manner, as
fjﬂl_lt we know that Pitt disdained. When
Politics fall back into their ordinary channel,
4 a hundred varieties of opinions and of dis-
Untents have restored us to the rule of weak
f°0vernq1ents, (for weak Governments hence-
conh will be the rule,) Open Questions must
°nme in with them. Inthis case there is but
Qe alternative-——a Government witih Open

““estlons, or no Government at all.
hen the age of strong Governments is
Passed away, and that of weak Governments
tgf, Come, it is impossible to govern without
( 8¢ forbearances and compromises which
or atever may be their form in different ages
Qu countries) constitute substantially Open
plaeesﬂlons. This or nearly this, is taking
fo ;% In every quarter of free Europe. Look,
Goénstance, at the turns and perplexities of the
on tﬁmmem in France. On reflecting calmly
that © state of things in Engiand, it will appear
nsneuh‘er of its existing parties can long dis-
Gov: with Open Questions. The present
A Tnment is only weak from the extent 1o
haye divisions and subdivisions of opinion
thre roken up community of sentiment
ughout the country. There have been
t constitutional, almost organic changes
lhixc. » ot through overwheiming and para-
i nog force, but by conflict of opinions. There
W partly e revulsion, partly a revival; but

w
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chiefly a gradual splitting and hiving off’ of sec-
tions and shades, which were blended at first
as against 4 common enemy. Something like
this, more or less, is the cause of all weak Gov-
ernments. We have first the destruction of
old unquestioned authority, by just and suc-
cessful resistance; and then come the divisions
which necessarily ensue among the different
parties into which the conquerors array them-
selves—each in a great degree ignorant of its
own actual following, and usually overratingit.
So it has ever been, since the feuds among the
successors of Alexander or Charlemagne, down
to those among the conquerors of Liouis Seize;
or the dissensions which broke out in their own
land among the survivors of our majestic Crom-
well. 'The formerhad room and verge enough
to betake themselves to separate regions. In
our narrower confines, we had to fight it out
at home——and in many a doubtful conflictetill
main force and fear brought about a strong
government again; and stupidity and want of
interest and of intellect restored, for some sixty
years, the old habit of of submission to authori-
ty. We are at length recovered from that
collapse, over all free Europe; and are conse-
quently, once more, in the sphere of weak
Governments. That is, weak for carrying or
resisting any speculative or theoretical changes,
or for repressing the vexatious cross-play of
intractable sects and cliques; but strong for
maintaining clear rights, and demolishing estab-
lished abuses. 'The weakness of modern Gov-
ernments therefore, is a circumstance of which
we need neither be ashamed nor afraid. They
are Governments which must be creditably
administered; and under which, all who are not
childishly impatient, or crazily in love with
their own nostrums, may manage to live on, in
peace and hope. But they are governments
under which men will think for themselves.—
The consequences of private judgment inevita-
bly follow—appearances of infirmity from with-
in, and of dissensions from without.

“In this respect temporal governments are
destined to run the sayme course through which
ecclesiastical governments have passed before
them. The Pope has no Open Questions, It
is the Church of England (or still more truly,
it is Protestantisin, embodied in less arbitrary
and rigid forms) which has to bear the ridicule
of being called, and to encounter the risk of
being, in some measure, ‘the mere mock queen
of u divided host.” What then? These con-
troversies and trials and divisions are our
strength and glory. They are the terms on
which alone our faith can hope to approximate
to the truth, or our service become perfect
freedom. The Tories if they choose, may
blindly pledge themselves to the infallible au.
thority of Sir Robert Peel-—semper idenm—the
same Yyesterday, to-day, snd for ever. The
Whigs are freer spirits,. Wlat Burke said of
other pledges is equally true of the officiol
pledge, which puts a negative upon all Open

]
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Questions. ¢Depond upon it, that the lovers
of freedom will bo freo; nor shall we ymprove
the foculties or better the morals of pubhic men,
by our possession of the most infullible receipt
in tho world for making cheats and hypocrites.’
Unless the system of Open Questions 1s to be
continued as largely as we received it from our
fathers, the defence of our mode of govern-

THE EYANIZING PROCESS.

ment by partics,always more or lese unsatisfag-
tory, will become sbsolutely shocking. The
authority of party in public hfe, its maxims and
inducements, are strong enough already. The
oir breathed there is even now too close. It
must not he mude closer, if honest men are to
breathe wn it at all.”

ON THE KYANIZING PROCESS FOR PREVENTING DECAY IN TIMBER.

TisBER is one of the staple commoditics of
Canade. In England it is considered -
fenor to that produced 1n the North of Europe,
is but it used w good buildings, and 13 sold
at an infenor rate, not because of any inferionity
of texture asit respects 1ts ligneous strength,
but because of its greater liability to decay.—
This doubtless anises from some organic pecu-
hanty, cannected either with the difference of
soil, or clunate, or both.

The discovery of a process which would
render Canadian tunber equally durable with
that of the Baltic, could not fail to be advanta-
geous to Great Britaum, as well as to ourselves.

It i1s unquestionably true that Canadian tim-
ber s 8ven less durable here than when used
for similar purposes in Britain. The causes
Qre VArious.

Timber shipped for England is inspected, and
in some degree selected, so that 1t may be pre-
sumed the bestis sent home. Tocut timberat
an improper period of the yewr diminishes its
durability.

The workmanship usually applied to bridges
and other public works here, to which Canadian
timber is appropriated, 1s often very inferior to
any donein England.

Little attenuon 15 pard to ita age in this
country ; that which 1s too old or too young is
worked up with that which 1s cut at a proper
sge.

A coating of tar paint, or other covering, is
generally given to tunber used out of doors at
home, which 1s here rarely ever practised.—
Doubtless all these causes contribnte to aceount
for the fact that tinber m Upper Cenada is less
dureble thun in England.

There is, however, another cause, which is
most probably the primary one, of its more
rapul decay in Canada~—namely, the excess of
heatand cold. The fibresof timber are opened
and exposed to the action of the ar by both
these operations of nature, the openings are
filled with moisture, which acting upon the
parts of timber liable to decay promotes their
hasty decomposition.

There are usually reckoned to be four ele-
men ary organs coraprized in the formation of
timber—namely, the cells, the woody fibre,
the sap vessels, and the spiral vessels ; different
opunons exist as to the operations of nature
through these organs, which it is not necessary
on this occasion to discuss ; it 1, however,
quite clear that & watery fluid circolates
through the body of the tree, and 1t is equally
clear that air accompanies this flud, which is
proved by the experiment of placimg a piece of
oak or elm under the receiver of an air pump,
witen the air is extracted the wood becomes
heavier, and will sink in water.

Decomposition or decay ts doubtless caused
by a chemical action upon the uuids contained
in timber, and 1t 1sa natural conscquence that
the process of decomposition goes on more ra-
pidly m aheated atmosphere than n one that
1scolder. Excess of both cold and heat opens
the fibres of the wood, and adants water, whilst
the Ingh degree of our summer heat cffects &
rapid devomposition, and conscquent decay.

Enough has been said to account for the
premnature decay of tunber 1w Canada 5 and if
the discovery to which we have alluded should
prove 1o be a preventive of that decay, so as to
aive an indefinite durability to timber of our
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own growth both here and in Great Britaun, it
cannot but be une of the must valuable discov-
eries in thearts which has ever been developed,
and will prove to be pecubarly beneficial to
Canadians.

To explain the process, and to exhibit proofs
of itg utility, is the object of this puper, with a
view to 1ts introduction into the Province.

The process of tanning upon amimal matter
will convey a very good idea of the process of
Kjyanizing upon vegetable substances.

Tannin, as is well known, 1s o principle ob-
tained from the bark of the ook, hemlock, and
other trees. Gelating, or animal jelly, is a
component part of the skins of animals, and is
capable of rapid deconiposition or decay.—
TPannin, when mixed with gelatine, produces a
compound of tannin and gelatine, which 15 pre-
cisely that substance which gives durabthty,
and cnables the animal matter to resist decay.

A very similar process takes place in the
process of Kyanizing. As GELATINE is @ pro-
perty of animal matter, so ALBUMEN is & proper-
ty of the vegctable, which seems not to have
been clearly understood till so la‘e as 1313,
when it was discovered and established by
Buzelius. The principle of decay 1s evidently
to be foand in the albumen, and 1t has been con-
sidercd a desideratum to discover an agent
which would act upon that property of the
vegetable organizetion in a similar way in
which the tannin principle acts upen the gela-
tine in arimal matter.

The importance of such a discovery hus in-
duced many persons to try experiments, who
were ignorant not only of the causes of decay,
but also of the chemical properties of the agents
themsclves employed. So long ago as 1740,
experiments of this kind were tried, and speci-
fics proclimed ; and we may judge of the
degree of scientific knowledge possessed by
the discoverer (a Mr. Reid) when 1t is stated
that it consisted merely of a certain vegetable
scid.

In 1789, a Mr. Jackson suggested a remedy
totally at variance with all chemical knowledee:
he propesed a lisivium of the munate of soda,
(common salt) epsom salts, lime, potash, and
salt water, with some other matters. Mr.
Jackson was allowed to try the cffect of his
process upon the timber of one or more frigates,
and it was found, as indeed might have been
expected, that decay was promoted instead of
being prevented by its application.
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Lime was afterwards proposed as an anti-
destructive, and the Amythest frgate was mede
the subject of the caperiment, by a Mr,
Knowles. It Mr. Knowles had known that
lime will act as a septic so powerfully as to
decompose leaves of trees, peats, and other
vegetable matter dificult to decompose, in 2
very short period ; or if he hud known the
close analogy between the decomposition of
ammal and vegetable matter, and how rapidly
quick lime operutes to dissolve dead bodies, he
must have seen that he was contributing to
promote the evil which he intended to prevent,

In 1808, Carbomzed wood was asserted tobe
a specfic agamst the Dry Rot, or decay of
timber.  Sulplate of iron (green copperas)
was the next discovery supposed to be made,
ull of which, lhe the former, ended in disap-
pointment.

A Mr. Langlon came nearer to the mark : he
recommended thut otl and pyrohgneous acid
(the acid of wood) should be forced nto the
pores or cells of timber ; the expense and diffi-
culty of the process caused its abandonment,

Mr. Kyan, the inventor of the process which
15 now believed to be effectual, recommended
the application of corrosive sublimate. This
compound was formerly called the muriate of
mercury, a substance long known to possess
the pecuhar property of preserving from decay
the most delicate of animal substances ; it is
successfully used in preserving the plumage of
the feathered tnbes, and all anatomical mu-
scums are greatly indebted to 1t. Even such
parts as the brain, which are very liable to
putrescence, are prevented from decomposing,
and can be preserved foran indefinite period,—
Tlus has been long knownby eminant chemists,
but 1t was left to Mr. Kyan to apply it to tim-
ber asapreventive of dry rot, and a preventive
from decay. Theidea 1s said to have suggest-
ed stself to him as long ago as 1812, and he has
from that period been testing the truth of his
theory by a series of experiments and severe
trials, which scem impossible should be de-
ceptive.

It 1s within the recollection of the writer of
this article, that Mr. Kyan applied to Sir Hum-
phrey Davy about the ime he was engaged in
his celebrated experiments for preventing the
oxydation of copper upon the bottoms of ships
by the action of sca-water. Mr. Kyan was
about to try the experiment on tho timbers of o
man of war, and it was suggested thatit might



172

prove injurious to the health of the crew.—
Sir Humphrey was of opinion that it might be
S0, and the experiment was deferred ; but sub-
sequent trigls have proved that n this S
Humphrey was niustaken ; for since that period
the Admiralty have reciaved such  abundant
testimonials of its utihity, that the board recom-
mended Mr, Kyan to weke out a patent for his
discovery, which he did, and which was w
extend to all Her Majesty's Colonies ; and a
Mr. Faulkner, of Cobourg, (o lughly respecta-
ble man, and a relation of Mr. Kyam,)is the
accredited agent for the patentee for this
Province.

The process is as folluws : a solution of the
sublimate is made in wuter so astopve it a
certain  density, the tber intended to be
Kyanised 15 deposited 38 a tank of  proper
dnnensions for receiving 1ty where 1t remams
covered with the rolution untl 1t 1s entirely
saturated, and has undergone the necessary
change in the albumen contuined mat. Similar
to the effect of the tanning process, though
performed in a much shorter period ; when
saturated, which will require a very few days,
the timber is taken out, and left to dry, when
it will be found to have acquired all the proper
ties of the best scasoned timber, and 1n addition
to this will not be subject to decay for a great
length of time, besides which it will be found
to be far less destructible by the agency of fire,

"The effects will be the same upon the albu-
en or sup as upon the spine, and 1t 1s stated by
the patentee that it will cndure from decay
cqually long. Itisalso avserted that poplar
and other white woods, which are known to
decay very rapidly, are well seavoned, and ren-
dered cqually durable with other kinds of
timber,

Before a discovery of this kind can be satig-
factorily established, a considerable period of
time must clapse ; pieces of the same timber,
the one operated upon and the other not, must
be placed in snmiar citcwnstances, and this too
in & great varicty of ways ; thishas been done,
and we shall take oecasion to describe the
severity of these trial-. We believe they wall
be found to be so convincing, and supported by
such high and respeetable authonty, that the
most skeptical will not withhold therr assent to
the vatue of the discovery.

The frequent applications made to the public
beards of the Brtish Government to give their
sanction to discoveries, has mduced on their
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part the utmost cauhon and circumspection,
and it may be pretty well lud down as an axiom
~—that it these boards or any of them are satis-
fied of the value of an mvention, and give to it
their patronnge, 1t may be considered sound.—
No discovery, perhaps, has undergone by these
boards a moresevere scrutiny than the process
of Kyamang, nor will thns be wondered at
when the value of such a discovery is consider-
od as applicable toall the ships n the British
nuvy, together with thew sals, cordage, &ec.,
and also to the stores of the Board of Ord-
nance, in preventung the deeay of u vast quan-
tity of materiul, 2ll so subject to it as to require
to berenewed tn @ much shorter pertod than is
generally msagmed, whether i or out of use.

The Dry Rot, as it1s called, hes been said to
cost the British Government some hundreds of
thuusands annually, besides rendering ships of
war frequently useless at a time when their
services are greatly wanted. The same evil
has been felt by the public generally in all
countrics, and under alinost all circumstances ;
and it is beheved that a preventive for this
great evil has at length been discovered, as the
following testimomals will shew. In the dock
yard 2t Woolwich there is o pit called the Dry
Rot pit, or Fungus put, where it is said no sub-
stance, either ammal or vegetable, can escape
destruction.  Pieces of wood which bad been
subjected to the process of Kyanizing were
attached to other pieces in their natural state,
where they were allowed to remain together
for three years ; at the end of which period 2
formal cxamination took place in the presence
of gentlemen connected with the establishment,
and who have given their official testimony,
that whilst the timber not operated uvpon was
totally decayed, that which had been Kyanized
was persfectly sound. The Kyanized timber
was then for six months exposed to the air,
and at the end of that period shewed no signs
of decay. It was then again placed in the
fungus pit, and remained two ycars longer—
and on re-cxamingtion proved to be without
the slightest symptoms of decay; which is
confirmed by the same testimony as before.

Sumilar experments have been tried in all
the dockyards, and mvanably with the same
result.

In 13394, a ship was bwit at Cowes, in the
Isle of Wight, called the Samuel Enderby, the
whole of whose timber was cut n the neigh-
bouring woods, and immediately subjected to
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the process of Kyamazing, together with her
masts, salls, and cordage.  She proceeded as a
whaler on her voyage, und remaned at sea
three years. On her return she was made the
subject of n ngid exanunation, by lighly re-
spectable and experienced persons, who miade a
public and authenticated report, that they had
scarcely ever scen a vessel return from her first
voyage so little affected ; not a vesuge of
decay was to be discovered, and although the
plank with which 1t was built was hterally cut
out of green wood, yet so little had 1t shrunk
after the process of Kyanizing, thut the ship
scarcely required caulking.  The good effocts
were felt upon her sasls, though it wassuppused
not to the degree expected, which conld not be
accounted for; but 1t was fully agreed that
they were preserved to a very cunsiderable
extent, and even less subject to suldew than
any canvas previously made use of.

Another slup, the Jokn Palmer, was treated
exactly 1n the same way, and with simlar re-
sults ; which has been proved by testimony
cqually incontrovertible.

One remarkable effect of this processin ship-
bullding deserves attention, It 13 well known
that scamen on board ships, especially such as
are newly bult, are subject to great annoyance
from the effluvia of stinking bige water. In
the Samuel Enderby, and the John Pabner,
the bilge water was perfectly swect, and the
crews of both ships werc remarkably healthy,
a result the more extraordinary, because one
great cause of apprehension m the use of the
corrosive sublimate was, that 1t would be dele
terious to the health of the scamen—and this
opinion as before stated had been held by Sir
Humphrey Davy, in whose opinion several
other emminent chermsts concurred, the conse-
quence of which was that the process in its
application to ships was for a time suspended.
Experience has proved that 1t hashad a contra-
ry tendency, and 1t 18 accounted for on very
philosophical principles. The fact seems to be,
that the faet:d bilge water 1s produced from the
decomposition of part of that substance in the
timber which 1s the source of decuy, the albu-
men. The application of the process had ren-
dered that substance indecomposible, and thus
removed the causc of the evil; the health of
the crew was therefore preserved instead of
being injured.

As it is the object of the writer of thus article
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the fcts connected with this process, he has
omtted a great number of others equally con-
clusive with those beture alluded to; we cannot,
however, allow ourselves to withhold two or
three more.

Mr. Rubert Simirke, of architectural celebrity,
has tried its effects upon Canadian timber of
all kinds, and he has tried all the means 1n hiy
power tu induce decay, but he says this prepa-
ration resists all rot, and addy, «I cannot rot
it.™  Anextensive wooden fence was erected
in one of the Parks near the Queen’s Palace,
and every alternate post let into the ground was
[Kyamzed, and the remaining posts were left
in their natural state : at the end of about two
years an exmmunation took place, decay had
alrcady proceeded in the latter, whilst those
which had been operated upon were as fresh as
the day they were buried in the ground.  This
was witnessed by hundreds of respectable indi-
vidualy, and amongst them many scientific
gentlemen—one of whom was Colonel Frazer,
Quarter Master General, now resident in
Toronto, and who has given permission that
his name should appear, and who will readily
give confirmation to the fact to any one who
chooses to apply to him.

Among the many scientific men who have
given their testimony to the beneficial effects
of this application to timber for the prevention
of decay, 15 Professor Farrady, the chemist, who
has most ably explained its chemical action in
2 lecture delivered before the Royal Institution,

Dr. Birkbeck has alsoadded s testimony in
a lecture delivered by him un the same subject
before the Society of Arts,

Dr. Robert Dickson has also delivered a
similar lecture before the Royal Institute of
British Architects.  Such a mass of evidencein
favour of this discovery is to be found in thesc
lectures, supported and explamed as it isby the
talents and respectability of the gentlemen
themselves, that it is impossible to withhold a
willing assent to its value,

The following practical men have also given
their testimony to the beneficial effects of this
process ——William Farwell, Esq., Architect,
Dublin ; George Ward, Esq., London, who
has tried ts cffects on unseesoned mehogany
for hand rails, 8c.; William Butler, Esg., Clerk
of the works of the Westminster new Bride-
well ; N. P. Richards, who had tried its effgcts
on ropes and cordage ; Joseph Bradley, Esg.,

to condense into as small a space as possible . Surveyor of Shipping for Lloyd’s ; George
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Hawhs, Esq., do. do. do. ; James Baker, Esq.,
do. do. do.

In addition to all the above, 300 noblemen
and gentlemen in Great Britan have become
licengers from the patentees.

After such a mass of” evidence we cannot
resist the conclusion that the discovery isnmost
valuable one.

We have next to describe its mode of appli-
cation.

It will be obvious to the mmd of every
scientific person, that to be perfect inits opera-
tion the sublimate must not only come into
contact with the ulbuinen of the timber, but it
must be of sufficient asc®vity, and reman
sufficiently long to produce the chemical
change desenbed.  To accomphsh this, wooden
tanks are made of sufficient dunensions to
receive the timber, and made water tight to
prevent leakage. A mnixture of proper density
isthen made of the sublunate in water, which
is pumped into the t1 ik, 1n which the umber is
placed 8o asto be covered with the preparation,
and so as to allow of its access to every part
of 1t, where it remans il stss tully saturated,
the time varymng, of’ course, according to the
bulk of the timber, its nature, quality, &c.—
1t is then taken out of the tank, and allowed to
dry a few days, when 1t 15 fit for use; after
which it will not only be not subject to decay,
but will never warp nor shrink, any more than
it would do after the most lengthened period of
seasoning, The periods requised for immersion
of the timbers depend upon thewr thickness—
onc day is required for each inch in thick-
ness of boards and small tunbers, comuencing
with ¢ days for the st mnch.

Deals and timbers S inchesin thickness

require 4 days.
Timber 1n bulk, 4 to 6 do. do. 7«
do. do. ©to 8 do. do. 10
do. do. 8toio0do. do, 14
do. do. 10to 12 do. do.
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And upwards in proportion. :
Timber will be seasoned better and cheaper

by being reduced to scantling before .t is placed
in the tank.
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it has not been precisely ascertained what
the expense of the process will'be in Canoda,
the cost, however, of preparing a loed of 50
cubie teet in England ainounts to six shillings
and six-pence sterling. It will prooably cost
here from 2d. to 3d. per cubic faot, & sum too
small to be an object when the advantages to
be derived are considered.

Supposing the foregoing views of the process
to be correct, the benefits to be derived from it
will be incalculable, To the Bntish Navy
beyond all ealculation ; to the Merchant ser-
vice, and more especially to steam boats all
over the world, To public docks, dock gates,
bridges, prors, piles, partly buried ond partly
exposed to the air ; sleepers for rail ways, un-
der similar circugystances, posts, gates, fences,
park palings, naves, spokes and fellies for
wheels—and in many cases wood will be used
as wsubststute foron.

It 1s saud to be adapted to prevent decay in
sal cloth, cotton, ropes, hammocks, tents,
awning, sacks, fishing nets—all the articles it
isbelieved will be rendered far more durable
from the application of the process.

To this country in particular, (and 1t 18 with
that view we 1ntroduced 1t,) it will be very
important. It will render Canada timber equal
m durability, and conscquently in value, with
that of any other country, and the objectious
now urged agamst it will no longer exist. It
may fairly be expected to add to the consump-
tion, and as a natural consequence enhance the
price.

It will open large demands for our clear
lawber for the United States market, which
will be better seasoned in a few days than by
the common process in two years.

In its appheation to shingles for covering
houses, their durability will be increased, and
they will be less combustible,

Some parts of the Province abound with
walnut tunber, and it is o well-known fact that
it will wnrp and shrink even after it has been
cut for years, The Kyanizing process is said
go cffectually to scasonit ina week or less,
according to the scantling, that 1t will never
afterwards be affected either by mozstute, or
heat, or cold.
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No.

Our former article on this subject answered
the objections that have been made to our
principles, 8o far as was necessary or matenal,
Other objections have been made, some of them
totally false, others excessively silly, and we
dismiss them with contempt. One thing the
objectors have made evident—while they pre-
tend to teach others they are themsclves
fgnorant of constitutional principles of govern-
ment, and declare that ignorance with the
coolest gravity imaginable.

There are some persons who secem to be
utterly confounded by a full statement of the
whole case in a political question. Being
continually engrossed with the most narrow
and one-sided views of things, they are unable
to comprehend an argument ora statement that
does justice to the other side, or that presents
the whole subject in all its length and breadth
before the public mind.  If one venture tohint
that their cabbage garden is not the world, he
is regarded, not merely as an intruder, but as 2
robber, whose object is to despoil them of both
cabbege and garden. Years of partizan war-
fare have given them great facility in sphitting
straws, but rendered them unable to govern
kingdoms. A long course of special pleading
has unfitted them for being impartial judges, or
even accurate observers. The pettifogger
cannot become & constitutional lawyer, no
more than a fisherman can navigate round the
globe. Party spirit has been erected into a
kind of divinity, and public peace and welfare
have been sacrificed at its shrine. Todenonnce
the imposture, raise the national banner above
every party badge, proclaim principles which
secure we welfare of the whole people instead
of a part alcne, and rerder the government
equal to its work, faithful to its trust, and
honest to all beneath its care, are exercises
unknown to blind party rage, and too vast and
generous to be comprehended by pigmy party
spirit.  Yet this is the only ground that is
permanent and safe 3 the only mode of action
werthy of the government of & free people.—
Certain fixed principles of public conduct are
applied equally to =zll, and if any one reject
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them and the benefit they sccure he has only
himself to blame,

And besides this shnnking from the whole
case, and even an ncapacity of understanding
it, many pohitical partizans are equally at fault
when any departure 1s made from the stereo-
typed phraseology mn which they have been
accustomed to express their imaginings. They
are so charmed by fheir own dull, cuckoo note,
that they consider 1t to be the sweetest music
under heaven, and each one thrusts his little
head over his little nest, and twitters out his
fears when some bolder spinit springs into the
joyous aur, and fills the resounding vale with o
new and bolder song. In good sooth, on
looking abroad many politictans are hke speak-
ing statues, They expect an advocate of the
same general pninciples to agree with their
opintons and sentunents in every respect.—
They thiuk that he should be only an echo of
their voice, a record of their 1deas, ¢ mirror to
reflect their personal features, or & picture to
fix 1n majestic drawing and splendid colouring
the precise tmoges which they behold in the
general landscape. They form in their minds
an exact plan of what they think ought to be
said or done, and expect others to follow their
course with the mechanical precision of a rail-
road car. ‘Thusthey would cut the expanded
pinions and fetter the aspiring spirit of excur-
sive intellect, and reduce the rich, melodious
voice of eloquent nature to the dull, dead echo
of o barren rock. A frigid, uniform adherence
to the prescribed rules and opinions of a party,
is a certain indicution of cither a feeble mind,
or a fettered pen. The excellence of the per-
ceptive faculty and the modes of its exercise
are so verious, that, whilst there isa general
agreement in essential;pninciples, there yet will
be many discrepancies in the enunciation of
particular details, many shades of colouring in
the mmor figures of the picture, where free
scope is given to enquiry, or to the impulse of
sentument, the impetuous sallies of genius, or
the lofty flights of & fervid imagination, Itis
by this freedom of spirit that truth 18 elicited,
the boundaries of mind's empire are enlarged,
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and the treasures of remote regions of thought
are not only discovered and collected, but
polished to their highest brilliance, and poured
at our feet,flashing richer, nabler knowledge on
the understanding, stronger, purer pleasureson
the heart.

He who binds himself down to the recewved
dognues of a party, resembles the ancient wart-
ners who timidly crept along the shores of a
country, fearfilly rounding cvery headland,
and cauntiously sheltering in every oay, until
they wound their hingenng, sinmous course to
the accustomed haven. While the man who
fecls the sublime aspirations of vigorous intel-
fecty and who meditates onginal structure of
thought, resembles the modern seaman, who
fearlessly spreads lus willing  canvas to the
cheering breeze, boldly launches over the world
of waters to discover new munes of wealth and
scenes of glory, and returns crowned with
imperishable laurels and laden with the precious
productions of a new-found world. Thus
Columbus and Newton cnlarged to us the
worlds of matter and of mund, and evinced
that proud superiority of inteliect which spurns
the trammels of imperfect vision, and soars
hke the eagle in its native heaven over the
ignorance, passion, and prejudice of the mulh-
tude. Were it only for the sake of gving
life and veriety to discussion, an opposmng
breeze may somctimes brush the current of
public discourse, and present a hively murmur-
ing stream, instead of o dull and stagnant pool.
Let us not imitate the dreary, monotonous
scenes of nature, but the romantie land where
majestic mountains lift their noble summits to
the skies, and where many a bold and beoutiful
valley displays its rich Inauriance, and charms
the contemplative nund with its varied scenes
of animated enjoyment, or deep and calm re-
pose. [If we desire the extension of knowledge
by the free excursions of inquiring wtellect, or
the lively zest of untrammeled debate, we shall
give hiberal scope to the expression of” opimon,
without taking fright at the shadow of a vana-
tion from our own ideas, so long as essential
principles are guarded and maintamed.

It has been remarked that there are two ort-
emal principles of government, ¢ The princt-
ple of authority 1s that of the Tories, by which
they endeavoured to justify the pretensions of
the Sovereign to absolute power.  As the dig-
iy of the monarch excited wnivercal respect
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and reverence, and as 1 was not conferred by
clection, but hadbeen nnmemorially possessed
by a hereduary title, it was understood to be
denived trom the anthor of our nature, who has
w.plantedin mankind the seeds of loyalty and
allegiance.  The monarch 1s, therefore, not
accountable to his subjects, but only to the
Deity, by whom he 1s appointed, and conse-
quently lus power, so far as we are concerned,
is absolute ; requiring on our part an unlivuted
passive obedience, If guilty of tyranny and
oppression, he mey be called to an account in
the next world, for transgressing the laws of
his maker ; but in thislife he is totally exempt-
ed from all restraint or punishment ; and the
people, whota Heaven in its anger has wisited
with this afiliction, have no other resource than
prayers and supplications.”

Ths description 1s applicable to Tories of the
old school, but 1t will notupply to many among
the modern conservatives. These have re-
jeeted such ultra notions, as being suitable only
to despotic monarchs, not to the monarch of
Great Britain, whose power and prerogatives
are limited by the constitution. A constitu-
tional monarch is subject to the constitution,
and can take or plead no rnghts but such as it
gives him, It is the common charter of both
Prince and people, and neither can pass beyond
its bounds without becoming amenable to the
power on whose rights they may have tres-
passed. A modern conservative would not
concede anv power to the monarch that was
not grante by the constitution. Hence, we
find Sir Robert Peel mauntamning that the
government of Great Britain must be carried on
through the House of Commons—a constitu-
tional doctrine, and one that places an effectual
Limst to the power of the monerch,

The other principle of government is that of
the Whigs, who “founded the power of the
soverelgn, and of all inferior magistrates and
rulers, upon the principle of wtility. They
maintatned, that as all goveramentis intended
for defending the natural rights of mankind,
and for promoting the happiness of socicty,
cvery exertion of' power in governors inconsist-
ent with that end, 1s illegal and crirmal, and
1 1s the height of absurdity to suppose that,
when an Mlegal and unwarrantable power 1s
usurped, the people have no nght to resist the
exercise of it, hy puniching the usurper. The
power of a king 1s no otherwise of divine ap-
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pointment than any other cvent s:hich happens
in the disposition of Providence, and in the
share of government which 13 devolved upon
him. he1s no more the vicegerent of God
Almighty than any inferior officer to whom the
smallest or meanest share of administration 18
committed.”

“At the same time that the Whigs consid-
cied the good of society as the foundation of
our submission to guverment, they attempted
to modify and contirmr that principle by the ad-
ditional principle of' conscent.  As the union of
mankind in socicty is a matter of choice, the
particular form of government introduced into
any country depends, in hke manner, upon the
inclination of the mhatitants.  According to
the general current of popular opinion, they
adopt certain political arrangements, and sub-
mit to different rulers and magistrates, either
by positive regulation and express contracts, or
by acting in such & manner as gives roow to
infer a tacit agreement. Asgovernment, there-
fore, arose from a contract, or rather a nmnber
of contracts, either expressed or implied, among
the different members of society, the terms ot
submission between the Governors and the
governed, as well as the night of punishing
either party, upon a violatiun of tho:e onginal
agreements, may thence be easily and clearly
ascertained.”

With respect to this origin of the duty of
allegiance, which has been much insisted on by
many writers of & former day, it has been ob-
served that it seems to be rather a ¢ peculiar
explanation and view of the former principle of
utility, than any new or separate ground of our
submission to government; and even when
considered in this light, it must be admitted
with such precautions anid limitations that very
little advantage is gained oy 1t.” And to prove
this 1t "is remarked, that the “addition of a
promisc appears but little to increase the
weight of a previous obligation. The obliga-
tion to abstain from murder, receives but little
additional strength by our giving a promise to
that effect.”

This remark would be of force, if the charac-
ter and powers of government in its different
branches were like the laws of the decalogue,
of a nature that admitied of no dispute, and
established by an authority from which there 1s
noappeal, There 1s no dispute as to whether
a man should or should not commit murder;—-
but there is great dispute as to what kind of
government is best. The principles of civil
government are not like the principles of mor-
ality,—explicitly declared by an authority that
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cannot orr. On the contrary, civil government
15 left for man to construct as he thinks best;
and how much wmen’s thoughts differ on the
subject may be scen by the extremes of un-
checked despotismt on the one hand, and un-
checked democracy on the other. Yet tho
subject 13 not so difficult as interested parties
would representitto be. It is not destitute of
rational evidence, to say nothing of the light
of expertence thruugh some thousands of years,
and under every possible circumstance of na-
tional character, nssociations, events, and cli-
mate, or individual talent, virtue, or crime,—
The fact 15, that government peculiarly re-
quires the principle of consent, because it not
only causes infinite diversity of opinion on its
merits, but I muny cases opposite advantages
and disadvantages are nearly balanced, and the
decision bu tween them must be made by choice
or consent. The Buitish Government, especi-
ally since the revolution of 1688, is one of
chotce or consent, and was so even before that
event. Thus, in the Parltament that transfer-
red the Crown of England from James 11, to
the Prince of Orange, the House of Commons
resolved—That King James II. having en-
deavoured to subvert the constitution, by break-
ing the origmal contract between king and
people, and, by the advice of Jesuits and other
wicked persons,having violated the fundamental
laws, and withdrawn himself out of the king-
dom, had abdicated the government, and the
throne was thereby vacant.,” The Commons
here assert an “original contract between
king and people,” which having been broken by
Inm, they *were at liberty to transfer their alle-
giance to another, thus applying the principle
of choice or consent m the highest degree,——
And the «Act of Settlement,” which further
Innmited the succession to the Crown to the
1anoverian hine, was & further apphication of
the same principle, so that the present royal
fumily hold the Crown by a Parliamentary title,
that 18, by the free choice or consent of the
people through their representatives.  The
revolution therefore recogmzed this principle
as an onginal principle in the government, It
was s0 before, but had been too often and too
lung set aside: but it was then established be-
vond controversy. “lIlad that great event
been merely a change of succession, effected by
the struggle of contending parties, the advan-
tages denived from 1t would not have been so
lasting; but 1t was a change of prineiples, a



1768

triomph of liberty over despotism,—a triumph
which all succeeding monarchs have recogniz-
ed.”” The original principles of government,
then, according to the Whigs, are wutility and
consent, the latter being always required to
decide in cases of opposite but nearly equal
pretensions.

It is not to be supposed, however, that the
Whigs are indifferent or hostile to legitimate
authority, when it is not arrayed against utili-
ty. Onthe contrary, a competent authority
amongst them says: “The true definition of
that party, (Whigs) as matters now stand in
England, is, that it is a middle party, between
the two extremes of high monarchical princi-
ples on the one hand, and extremely popular
principles on the other.” ¢ The precise differ-
ence between a moderate Tory and a moderate
Whig, is, we conceive, this,—that a Tory is
more influenced by loyalty, and a Whig by the
love of liberty,—that a Tory considers liberty
as the second interest of society, while a Whig
regards it as the first.” And again: “We are
for authority as well as freedom. We are for
the natural and wholesome influence of wealth
and rank, and the veneration which belgngs to

old institutions, without which no government {

has ever had either stability or respect, as well
as for that vigilance of popular control, and
that supremacy of public opinion, without
which none could be long protected from
abuse. We know that, when pushed to their
ultimate extremes, these principles may be said
to be in contradiction; but the escape from in-
consistency is secured by the very obvious pre-
caution of stopping short of such extremes. It
was to prevent this, in fuct, that the English
constitution, and indeed government in general,
was established.”

On the same subject it is further remarked:
¢In a parliamentary government there must be
always two great and leading divisions, under
which parties, however broken into more min-
ate sections, must ultimately be cnrolled;—the
one, a party which, feeling confidence in the
people, will, alike in applying the principles of
executive government and of legislation, favour
all propositions for the extension of public li-
berty, so far as is consistent with order and
with security;—the other, & party distrusting
the judgment and the virtue of the people, and
which seeks to confine their rights within the
narrowest limits compatible with contentment
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and obedience. Both principles are liable tob¢
carried to a dangerous excess. But, assuming
a reasonable and constitutional application ©
the one and of the other, the practical questio?
is, to which our preference ought to be given7
and which principle is more consistent with
human heppiness, and more in conformity with
those general laws which Providence has or-
deined for the good of mankind. Lord BacoR®
hag truly observed that the mind canmot be
stationary,—it must go back if it does not ad
vance; and the political party which vainly
imagines that they can compel all around them®
to stand still, because they are themselve#
afraid of an onward movement, commit 88
great a blunder as that of a man who seeks 10
control the motion of a steam-engine by over-
loading the safety-valve, in place of guiding the
action of the machine.”

An honest politician, %if acting on behalf of
the public with sincerity and earnestness, cant
never hesitate in preferring that party which i
friendly to the extension of popular rights, t0
opponents who declare such extension to b€
dangercus or impracticable.”

The following remarks from the same autho~
ity ere peculiarly applicable here, a simils?
absurdity having been maintained by some pro-
fessed liberals:—

“There exists, it is true, a small, coneeiteds
and headstrong party, influenced by disappoint”
ed vanity or by a strange perversion of mint
who act upon the principle, that a grievance 18
better than a remedy. They reverse the
proverbjand believe that no bread is better that
halt a loaf. Dissatisfied with the constitutio?
of parliament, they prefer the rejection to the
adoption of good legislative measures, 'They
kope that the House of Lords may dissent {ro®
popular acts, in order that a case may be mad®
out against that branch of the legislature.~~
They ard as reluctant as the Bishop of Exetel
that one single cathedral should be shorn of
its prebendaries, lest the anxiety for Chur¢
Reform should be diminished.”

“This political sect we may term the sect of
the Impracticables; but it is neither very B~
merous nor important, though in its little wz}Y
it has been productive of much occasional MY
chief. Tts readers indeed have not scrupl
lay down the doctrine of the homaopathic phy”
sicians, and would persuade us that the adm
istration of doses of Toryism to the nation
the safest remedy for Toryism itself, We
not, however, find that they are 'sposed lad
limit their preseriptions to infinitesimal dos®®
The old proverb rclies on & hair of the mad 49
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as a remedy for his bite; but the Impracticables
would compel us to swallow und digest the
whole animal, from head to tml. ‘I'he tour
tailors of Tooley-street could not have felt
more assured of being the virtual repre:centa
tives of the people of England.”

We havenow stated the original prineiples
of government as held by the two great politi-
cal parties of England, together with the modi-
fications these have undergone 1n modern days,
“The nght divine of’ kings to govern all” was
in 1688 the doctrine of the landed gentry, the
church, and a large part of the nation, and the
revolution was occasioned as much by appre-
hensions of danger from the Catholics o2 by
political misgovernment, It was the attempt
mede by James 1. to chunge the relymion of
the country, as much ac to establish arbitrary
power thercin, that produced the general com-
bination of difterent parties against him wiich
drove hun from the throne. In lus exalusiun
the ‘Lories joincdy notwithstanding therr duc-
tnne of divine night and passive obedience, and
since that day the opinions of the party are so
much modified, that modern conservatives ad-
it that the power of’ the government s lodged
in the House of Commons. Vhat a House of
Commous ought to be we cannot better de-
scnbe than in the language of Burke. The
people’s “representatives are a control fur the
people, and not upon the people. The virtue,
spimt, and essence of a House of Comrons
consist 1n i3 being the express nnage of the
feelings of the nation.” Hence sags Burke:—
« A vigilantand jealous eye o er exceutory ana
Jjudicial magstracy; an anxious care of public
money; an openness approaching towards faci-
lity, to public complaint; these seem to be the
true characteristics of a House of Corimons.
But an addressing House of Commons, and a
petitioning nation; o House of Cotmons full
of confidence, when the nation 1s plunged in
despair; in the utmost harmony with mmis-
ters whom the people regard with the utmost
abhorrence; who vote thanks, when the public
opinion calls upon them for impeachments;
who are cager to grant, when the general vuice
demands account; who in all disputes between
the people and the administration pronounce
against the people; who pumish their disorders,
but refuse to enquire into the pruvocations to
them; this is an unnaturul, 2 monstrous state
of things in the constitution. Such an assem-
bly may be a great, wise, awful senate; but it
is not to any popular purpose a House of Com-

179

mons.”  To this we add the following from
Lord Bacon:—%1It 1sin vain to consult of mat-
ters i’ we do not consult of personsalso. Mat-
ters are notluny but dead wnages; but the exe-
cution of aftuirs consists in the choice of per-
sona”  This remark 13 epecially apphcable to
Canada at pre-unt, when the character of the
executive government iy, for the first time, to
be determuned by the House of Assembly,
rendering the “choice of persons” specially
important, masnuch as 1t will be to all 1n-
tents and purposes the chotce of a government,
so far as 1ts general character 1s concerncd.,

The Tory principle of government being
authority and precedent, 1t leads them into o
cardinal error, namely, that they construct and,
administer the government on a preconceived
plan, having but Little or no reference to the
actual state of the country. They do not first
cnquire what the people are and want, and then,
render the government conformable thereto;—
but they presuppose that a certain form of rule
13 zoud, and then enact compliance, or force it
upon the people, whether they be agrecable
thereto or not. Thus the ancient robber Pro-
crustes, determined that a certain standard of
height was proper for man, and all who fell
short he rached, and all who exceeded it he cut
lest.  And thus the ancient T'ories determined
that the cpiscopul torm of church government
was goud for Scotland, and long vainly strove
to force it upon her people by all kinds of atro-
cious injustice.  And thus also the modern
"Torics retained and long defended the rotten
boroughs, sceing nuthing contrary toreasonand
right 1n Old Sarum returning two members to
Purliament, wlule Leeds, Birmingham, &c. re-
turned none. This fixed adherence to theirown
antiquated system, no matter how much the
people may have advanced before it, renders
their principles peculiarly inapplicable to a new
country, In which itsactual condition is the
first clement 1n all pohtical calculation.

But on Whig principles, whatever pretends
to authurity must be tested by its utility, by its
direct tendency to advance the people’s mter-
ests,  Thus on this basis, government must be
adapted to the actual state of the people. It
must be sn constructed that instead of clashing
with their opimons, domng violence to their
feelings, or injuring their welfare, 1t must har~
monize with them, that they may be induced to
give 1t thewr cordial support as the faithful;
enlightened guardian of their rights and inter-
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ests, If they hare not this voluntary attach-
ment to their government 1t must be supported
by force, and they are virtually, it not formally,
slaves, If 1t 1s not the government of thewr
choice and esteem, it will be more or less de-
tested as a usurpation over them, and will be
obeyed no farther thanil cun conipn L ubedience.
But they cannot prefer and esteemn a govern-
ment which contradicts their reason, and wars
on their interests, and therefore to have their
cordial support it must harmoniz  with them.
This it would of course do it they had to orga-
nize it anew, or determine its peculiar character
end functions at their pleasore ; but as these
have been determined by others long ago, 1t
remains that the Whig principles be apphied to
it, and the Governmen: be brought back to its
original design, by rendering it agrecable to
the people’s mind and will wherever 1t differs
from them. This will be done by the “rule of
administration” henceforth to be followed, by
which the people’s representatives will deter-
mine the character and action of the Govern-
ment in all things save those in which the
“honour of the crown or the mterests of the
empire are deeply concerned.”

Contrast, then, the operation of these prin-
ciples, The Tories do not pretend to 1aake
the state of the people their first care. "They
do not pretend to adapt their plan of" govern-
ment to the state of the people, but the people
to the'r plan of government.  Authonty, pre-
cedent, a preconccived system, is their pnmary
rule, and if they consider utility at all, it 1s
when, after long delay, it is forced on them by
the pressure from without, as Sir Robert Pcel
and the Duke of Wellington had Catholic
Emancipation extorted from them. The prn-
ciples of the party require them to keep the
government stationary, no matter how much
the people may have advanced. They ching to
those parts of an ancient model which give
power and opulence to rulers, but reject or
neutralize those parts which give power to the
people.  Yet the latter deserve consideration,
and will extort it.  « The constituent elemets
of political importance are property, irtelhi-
gence, and the power of combination.”” ¢ Any
knowledge which gives the habit of ferming an
opinion, and the capacity of expressing that
opinion, constitutes a political nower, and if
combined with thecapacity and habit of acting
in concert, a formidablo one.” These clements
of political power are possessed by the people
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of Canada. They aro net waalthy, but they
are not poor. They are generally independent,
having property suflicient to supply all therr
wants, and thi> gives them weightin the State.
They are intelligent.  They arz an the habit
of furpung the:r own opinions, and of express-
g them when necessary.  'I'hey have not yet
gamed the requisite facility of combination, but
cnough so to make their unted voice be heard,
and their united power be felt.  They are not
1o be uverlovhed, or treated with ndifference
still less can any legislative or executive mea-
sures hope to succeed against therr opposition.
The people, then, possess sufficient political
power to compel 2 statesman to regard their
views and feelings if he would estabhish his
system on a permanent basis : or, in other
words, the pri.ciple of utility is the only ane
that offers any hope of uniting the people in
rupport of their government.  This principle
consults therr will and interets, and regulates
itself cecordingly. 1t Jabours to be in advance
of them in all that is gencrous, wise or goed,
insteed of lagamng five hundred years behind
them: and ot all times its chief carc isto em-
brace every person of cvery party in its equita-
ble provizions;and, instead of raising a few
far above thor fellows, to rase the whole
peopic 1n the general scale of intelligence,
wealth, and virtue. Government on this prin-
ciple 1s the people’s friend, powerfully ading
them in their onward career :——on the c¢pposite
principle 1t is generally their master, and is
always an o' struction iu their course whenever
they advance, as they certainly will, more rap:d-
ly than their rulers. They have therefore to
choose between u system which does not profess
to make their state i1ts primary rule of thought
and action, and a system which must by its
very nature adapt itsclf to their circumstances,
and muke their will, expressed through their
representatives, its immediate rule of general
administration. The former system exists for
itself ; the latter for the people. The one
cares most for its own advancement ; the oth-
er for the people’s.  The one rejoices when it
can carve out fortunes for teclf; the other
when the people are contented and prosperous.
In themr very nature the latter commends itself
to public approbation, while the other is as
certamnly destitute of the chief requisites for
general favour. The one exalts the people :
the other exalts their rulers: the question af
preference is therefore easily decided.
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We conclude with the following quotation :

“'The great lesson which this age needs to
be taught, is the distinction between reverence
for authority and submusesion toit.  Over
veverent we assuredly are-not ; that generons
and heartfelt enthustasin winch formerty se-
duced men mto involuntury servitude tu greut
names or great abstractiuny, 1s nut a prevaling
fault in our days. The danger to which we
are exposed 1s rather that of falline nto the
wilful and dehiberate 1dolatry of party spirtt.—
We owe our thanky, therefore, tu any author
whose constant amn 1s to inculcate the plamn
Jesson, that truth is the first and only object of
research ; that humility and self-distrust should
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increase with increasing knowledge ; but that,
1n the last resort, the mind must needs judge
freely and for hersclf; such bemg the end
of her endowinent with her natural powers ;
that real covrage consists, not I daring to
exhibit the badge of une setan detianee of the
hovtility of others, but in daring to fullow truth,
regardless of the indificrence or dishifie of all.”

Thiz cautton agamst the “wilful and delib-
crate iula'ry of party spint” 1s pecuharly
rupred 1 this country, for of some of 1ts late
ealubitions 1t may well be sad

“ The furce of folly could no further go.”

A CHAPTER ON
No.

Fitton.—In troth these aro dainty rooms—what
place isthis?

Cymbal.—This is the outer room where my clerkesit
And keep their sides, the Kegisters” the midst,
Tho Examiner he sits private there, withing
And hero [ have my several Rolls and Files
Of news by the alphsbet—and zli put up
Under their heads.

F¥t.  But those too subdivided?
Cym. Into authentical and apochryphal.
Fit. Ornews of doubtful credit, as Barber's news.

Cym. And tayloy’s, news-porters, snd wutermen's
news.
F¥t. Wheroto beside tho Coranti und Gazette.

In resuming the thread of our gossip about
¢« that God of men’s idolatry, the Press,” we
are almost at 2 loss to conceive in what aspect
of its varied phases we should first regard it.
Shall we look ot the “mighty engine” em-
ployed at its most solemn and important task
offguiding the political opinions of a nation,
wafting some newly discovered theory of gov-
ernment on the wings of its unnumbercd
agencies “from Indus to the Pole”—gradually
sapping and undermining the time-worn battle-
menta of old opinions, making bigotry, igno-
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1.
Cym. TIhave the news of the scason :
I, As vacation news,
Term news, and Christmas news,
Cynm. And news of the faction,
Iuit. Asthe Reformed news, Protestunt news,
Cym. And Ponwfical news.  Of all which several
The day-book, charucters, precedents ate kept,
Together with the nanies of special friends,
Fit. And nen of correspondence in the couatry.
Cym. Yes, of all runks and all religions,
Factors and vgents, Liegers that hie out
Through all the Shires of the Kingdom.
Iit. This is fine,

And bears a brave relation.
{Bex Joxsox—1ue STaPLE oF NEWS.]

rancc and superstition, tremble in the dark
recesses of their fortress at the cchoes of its
free voices, calling on man to arouse from his
lethargy, to be np and doing, for that 2 new
siate of things calls for a new display of moral
or even phy<ical force?  Or shall we look on it
in its lower though more gencral appearance,
inits alternate character of censor, libeller,
preacher, judiciary, peace-maker, war-begetter?
As the scourge of fashion’s temporary foibles,
the unsparing lasher of some newly introduced
vice ;—the general elanderer of the credulous
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world, through which its thousund tongues first
dissetnated the weahness and made known
the crime ; as thereckless ivader of the sane-
tity of private life, and the mdignant brander off
the adulterer, or the social vppressor; as the
sworn ligh priest of folly’s altar, her choxen
mediam of” comumnicating with her pasrionate
dupes and purblind worstippers; vr the plansible
unmasker of’ villuny or hypoerisy 3 the chan-
nel through which tae charlutan publizhes his
nostrums to the world ; the constunt detector
of humbuyr or quackery ; the eternal meun
of the lie or the libel, the city of refiige of the
belied and the Libeiicd, the armoury of” the poi-
soned shafts of envy and malice, the mvincible
shicld of oppressed mnocence or suffering
virtue ¥

Verily we are puzzled how to address thee.
Shall we fall down and worshyp thee, myste-
rious engine, as the gentle suvage, Frday,
bowed to the great spirit lns simple fancy sup-
posed to be lodged in Crusoe’s gun?  Or shall
we, like a writer i the Penny Magazine,
descnbing a spinming-jenny, enter into the full
dets:l of thy compor2nt parts, and wter a learn-
ed discussion on wheels, rollers, racks, und
cylinders, leaveour perplexed readers as much
in the dark as we were after perusing that
delightful article as to the practical manutuc-
ture of a yard of cotton from the raw matenal,
or as ignorant as vne of the unimtiated must
feel of the mysticism of' Free Masonry after a
perusal of Preston’s history of that «ancient
craft” ?

We will take neither of these courses, but
will tranquilly pursue our accustomed path,
plucking an occasional fruit or blossomn,without
attempting an analysis of the natural history of
the parent tree, inhaling the passing fragrance
of the wayside flower, without stopping to
peepintoand botanize its delicate recesses.

In o former part of these remarks, we glanc-
edat the effect of the influence of a free press
ina country like England, the umversality of
its effccts, and the description of people on
whom it acted with the greatest certanty and
surest results. It would be a curious and not
uninstructive task to attempt an analysis of
the practical part of the power itself—to exa-
mine its “malericl 'y the necessar; adjuncts to
its successful operation, the machinery, in fact,
by which the influcnce is brought to bear on
society in general.  There is one pecubarity
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about the hterature of the Press, thatit 1s
ex~entally ephemeral o 1is nature, that the
glowing thought 15 only born to tloat about &
tew briet"hours, the wonder and aduuration of @
pas~ing few, and then to be consigned with the
trad sheet on which 11 has been unpressed to
the fanes or the winds, It matters not what
amount o lugh-wrought talent, what bright
store of unpasstoned thought, what treasure of
deep research und  pamnful learming, may be
bronght to the profession of & Journahst ;
the very anture of the duty to which those
advantages of menral culture are devoted en-
sures their speedy oblivien.  They are bestow-
cd on a perizhing theme. They are founded,
not on the rock, or the solid curth, but on the
shifting  quicksand, and almost contempora-
neously with  their appearan- e and general
apprecrtion 1s ther inevitable destiny of for-
getfulness.  And yet we find in some of the
lurge eities of aivilization, tulent of decidedly
the Inghest order devoted to the maintenance
of' the newspaper and periodical press.  Ask
tur the names of the most ramarkable men of
the community, for those most distingwshed
among therr fellow-crtizens for talent, tact, and
general mformation, you will most probably be
referred to the leading supporters of the press.
But such a reputation 15 of the most frugileand
buttle matenals.  Return after the lapse of
very few years to the same place, repeat your
forier quesuons, and caretully note the an-
swers vou receive us compared with those that
grected your first inquiries.  You will perhaps
hear some of the =amc names again, but in the
majornty of cases yvou will find that another
set of names huas succeeded them mn popular
estunation, that other men now occupy the
Ingh places of telent and ntellect, and that
cven on those who have survived the interval
between your first and second visits a whther-
mg blight hes fullen, and that what they were
praised for and highly cstunated at the first
pentod has been forgotten by the very men who
then extotled them.  No permunent or wide-
spread reputation has ever been acquired by a
wnter who devotes himself to the periodical
press. Lt him employ the same modicum of
talent which he wasted on the columns of a
newspaper to the composiuon of some durable
monament of his ability, and he will have avail-
ed hunself of the same amount of materials to
erect a pyramud which otherwise he nught have
wasted on a sand-hill or a castle of cards,
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Look ut the head quarters of the British
Press, the City of London, and reflect rlowly
and gravely on the vast amount of intellect,
rescarch, ayve of high and powerful gemus, at
this moment mvested in the mantenance of the
countless hosts of newspapers, magazines, and
other cheap pertodicals that duly, weekly, and
hourly 1ssue from the manunoth engines of’ the
modern Babylon. “Thousands of wmen of the
inghest acquirements i the mft o{siodern cdu-
cation, of the decpest knowledge that a labori-
ous course of study can bestow; of the most
acute and powerful cast ol nund that a practical
knowledge of the world, brought to bear on a
rich store of original thinking, can exhibut, arc
to be found labouring zealously for the infor-
mation and edification of the myniad readers of
the numberless Journals, Take up a few of
the leading papers of the greatmetropolis—the
T'imes, the Chronicle, the Herald,the Standard
—and look carcfully over some of the vanous
articles that adorn ther motley columns, Do
not glance your eye over them with the ord:-
nary haste of a newspaper reader ;—it 15 not
on the events they narrate that we wish you to
reflect, but we desire you to exanune the style
of the writing. Observe 1its almost umforin
excellence, the finished turn of the periods, the
occasional outburst of lngh-toned and generons
feeling, of quick mpassioned thought, of light
and graceful fancy, and, at tervals, not very
aare, passages of nch and splendid diction and
nnagery, which if they graced the starry page
of some bright historical picture, or of some
noble record of the lugh thouahts of the plilo-
sopher, or the fur dreams of the poet, would
be read with delight by thousands, and chensh-
cd in their memory as fair additions to the
literature of the country ; but as it is, they
are mere newspaper writing, and as such mere-
ly noticed as “a capital article 1n the Zimes,
or the Standard,” or “a splendid editorial in
the Herald of this morning ™ ; and with the
appearance of the next numbers they passaunay
and are forgotten. We hesitate not to say
that, take an cqual number of writers from the
various periodical presses, and the same from
the ranks of the more permanent literature, and
carefully collate the style, matter, and charac-
ter of the respective classes, a decided superi-
ority will he found on the side of the former.—
We speak of course of the average among a
given number—individual instances can be
exsily brought forward against our position, but
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speaking gencrally, weare convinced of our
corrcctness.

And 1n the discovery of the mass of talent
and learming which we see employed in the
business of journalizing, we cannot avoid reflect-
g with @ feehng of no ordinary melancholy
of the small portion of reputation allotted to
the wnters of the various splendid articles that
attract the transient praise of the day on which
they are printed.  ‘The world troubles itself as
little about the writer of the profound and lu-
minous comment on the pohitics of the day,
which catches its eye in the columns of 2
favourite paper, as he does about the name of
the 1ignoble individual that sets wp the types.—
As fur as a lasting reputation goes, the one
receives as much credit as the other ; and the
same train of thought that fell on the heart of
Gray, when musing over the humble epitaphs
of the quiet country church-yard, will be engen-
dered i many minds by a monlizing glance
over the current Journals of the day. In the
former case, the “mute inglorious Miltons”,
and the “hearts once pregnant with celestial
fire,” have burnied their hopes and aspirations
beneath the quiet home ¢where heaves the
turf 1n nany @ mouldering heap ;7 in the latter
they have sepulchred their bnght thoughts and
glowing language in the grave of the epheme-
ral journal. They have been equally unfortu-
nate 1n finding a suitable sphere for the devel-
opement of there natural abilities, almost
equally unblessed with the appreciation and
sympathy of their fellow-man,

Descending o step lower in the scale of
ment, we find the Press surrounded with
uncounted shoals of the lesser fry, the active
jackals that hunt and cater for the great lion
they respectively serve.  We allude to the
class so graphically noticed by Bulwer as “the
voung gentlemen of great promise who pursue
the peaccful occupations of making for the
leading newspapers, ‘hornd murders,” ‘cnor-
mous melons,’ and ‘remarkable circumstances;
those who murder you in effigy, assassinate
type, while yon yourself, unconscions of the
circumstance, arc quietly enjoying what you
imagine to be your existence. We never kill
common per.ons ; to say truth our chief spite
13 against the Church, We destroy Bishops
by wholesale. Sometimes, indeed, we knock
off a leading Barrister or so, and express the
anguish of the junior Counsel at a loss so de-
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structive to their interests.  But thatis only a
stray hit, and the slan Barnister often lives to
become Attorney General, renounce  Whig
pnnciples, and prosecute the very Press that
destroyed  hun. As we murder Bishops, ~o
there 1s another class whom we  only affect
with letiterous diseases. I'lus latter tribe
consists of her Muagesty, and her Maje-ty's
numsters 3 whenever we cannot abuse thewr
measures we always talt toul of their health.—
Docs the Queen pays an unpopular law, we
imucdiately snsiate that her Constitution 1s
on its last legs. Does the Minister act hke ¢
man of sense, we instantly remark with
regret that Jus complusion is  remarkably
pale.  Whatt' the afiicted indvidual hunself
write us word that he never was better 1in s
life; whatif some oppusing newspaper take up
the cudgels i hus behalf, and assert that the
victim of all Pandora’s complaints whom we
sent tottering to the grave, passes one half the
day in knocking up a ¢distinguished company’
at o shooting party, and the other half m out-
doing the same distinguished party after din-
net? We have only mysterwusly to shake our
heads, to observe that to contradict 5 not to
prove, and begs our readers to remember that
when Cardindd Richelien was dying, nothing
cnraged hin so much as hinting that he wasall,
In short we are the very princes of poets, If
Horace be right, for T dare say that you re-
wmember the words of the wise old Roman:—

+*Iile, per cxtentum funcm mihi pusse videwr
Ire poota, meum qu pectus inamter anyit
Lrsitat, mulset, falsis Lerroribus mplet.”

We have given the above passage wholey as
it so admirably describes a peculiar class, and
that too In terms fur supenior to uny our hum-
ble pen can indite.  The class above fanaifully
hit off affords o not umnstractive study to the
reflecting wmind.  Among the vast pumber of
thosc hangers-on about the thousand and one
printmg-oﬁices m a aty hke London, there
may occasionally be found many wen of a su-
perior class whom circumstances may have dri-
ven into such a precarious method of procuring
2 livebhood. The name of “Penny a hners”
is one well known to most of our readers, and
cannot fal to suggest many amusing ideas and
anecdotes. In addition to the duties imposed
on them in the playful account we have just
quoted, they have others no less important.—
Al the various casualtics of the metropolis be-
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long to them by prescriptive right from timo
wwnemonial.  Every accident that happens
the erowded thoroughfures,—every man, wo-
man or chifd kicked by a horse, run over by a
wagon, crnshed by Gurney's steam ommbus,
gored by a bull, bitten by & dog, thrown from
a ladder, or fullen from an attic, 15 seized on
with avidity by this numerous class of watchiul
news-purveyors, and foriis the groundwork of
many sonorous puragraphs headed with start-
ling rapitals, and destined to frighten old ladies
of seventy and bachelors of eighty-five ont of
their propriety? These gentlemen are not of
course particular as to the fidelity of their de-
hneations of occurrences.  They act with
great diserimination on Johnny Ballantyne's
well-known text,—¢Facts, 13y dear fellow,
are very good things in their way, but, depend
upon it,they are sad hamperers of imagination.”
Full fiberty to «add and alter,” to vary and
expand the truth, is by the universal consent
of the reading world accorded to the caterers of
news. They are not held with ecrupulous
strictness to the very letter of the occurrences
they describe, but are allowed a generous lati-
tude toafford full scope for the imagination to
play. And in this concession of naked truth to
poetic heense, the public acts most judiciously,
and much to its own advantage. How little
docs it matter to the elderly Cit, seated snugly
over his evemng paper, and reading ¢ Extra-
ordinary Circumstances,” and “Horrid Mur-
ders,” that the narration is deficient in 2ruth?
The reader 1s equally delighted, and his appe-
tite for the maurvellous 1s gratified at o trifling
sacrifice of Jus common sense.  Were it othes-
wise, the public journals might become more
fauthful transcripts of what 1s going on in the
great world, but they unquestionably would be-
come less interesting, more “ weary;flat, stale,”
and, as @ necessary consequence, more ‘un-
profitable™ to the publishers. Their business
19, 1 common with writers of a higher school
of nvention, the Poet and the Novelist, to
throw round common cvents and everydey
persons a tinge of romanre, a dash of mingled
originality and fascination,—their object is to
attract to their writings the eyes and attention
of those who would not be induced to honour
them with a glance were they content with
adhering to the true by a wilful sacrifice of the
picturesque.

We would be much plezsed wers we able to
present our readers with a few penny a line
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tatistles.  Could we furnish the agaregate
number of the ¢ gentlemen connected with the
Press™ of London, from the lordly Editor, the
« Comptroller of future Destimies,” in his ma-
gisterinl chair, down through the serics of
grades and classes, from the writer of the
¢ leader,” to the lustorian of the broken leg,
and the inverted wnbretla.  Verily their name
is legion,

Some few of thuse who devote their tune to
the newspaper press enjoy a lugh reputation,
eminent among ther cotemporaries, but we
fear likely to prove ¢ dumb dogs” among pos-
terity.  Strling, Albany Fonblanque, and a
fow others, may be cited as mstances of the
highest reputation attainable by a newspaper
writer; but among the countless hosts of the
same professton how few and far between are
such enviable names?

An enormous amount of capital is invested
in the maintenance of the metropolitan press.
The Times alone, 1t is saud, absorbs a greater
outlay than 5000 of the cheap prints that is-
sue from the tecming transatlantic presses.—
The other journals, 1n proportion to their size
and circulation, require a greater or less capi-
tal. The very amount o the stamp duty paid
into the Treasury by newspaper proprictors,
forming no contemptible itemn 1 the revenues
of England, attests the extent and importance
of the “Press.” In this particular it may be
snid to afford the government a umform and
unbiassed support ; in other instances 1t pre-
sents, alas! an occasional opposition, varying
in intonsity, bitterness, and extent, with the
pecular opinions of the periodical writers, the
general tone of public fecling, and changing
with each transicnt cloud that fhts across the
broad horizon of pohtics.

The general tone of the Press of England
may be asscrted to be as hittle open to objec-
tiont as it is in any country where the most
unrestricted discussion is permitted on all pub-
lic subjects. No doubt meny instances can be
adduced where an unbridled license has been
assumed, where the sanctuary of private life
has been invaded, individual feelings shame-
lessly outraged, aud decency even of a loosc
kind utterly abandoned. But in most cases,
retribution has overtaken the guilty parties,
public feeling has joined in a universal condem-
nation of their conduct, and the punishment
mflicted on them by the general verdict of the
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community deters for a period any others from
following in the same reckiess path.  Many of
our readers must recollect instances 1n which
when shameless and indecent attacks were
made on unoffending ndividuals in the pubhe
prints, that the generous sympathies of the
comnunity were almost ulways awakened on
behalf of the sufterer, and the injury attempted
to be inflicted on the subject of :he libel or the
lampoon generally recaled un the unpuncipled
wiclder of the prostituted pen. The «Age?
mercilessly assailed thut excellent and high-
minded lady the Duchess of St. Albans; week
ofter week did she sitin the pillory of pubhc
remark, while filth, lic, and venom were show-
ered upon her with no sparing hand. We hesi-
tato not to say that the cowardly spite of her
assailants procured her more friends and reat
sympathy among the generous people of Eng-
land, than she ever would have enjoyed had it
not been for her shameful persecution.

Within the last two years we have seen such
slurs upon the Press as the “ Satirist” and the
« Sunday Flash,” seizing the opportunity of
our beloved Sovereign's marriage for an outs
pouring of ribaldry and vile jesting trom which,
to say nothing of her exalted posiiion as a
Queen, we fancied her sex would have protect-
ed the meanest of her subjects.  But while 2
few smile at such exhibitions of corrupt licensé,
all men of standing and reflcction unite in cons
demning both the pen that couly indite such
impropriety, and the journal that lent itself to
the disscmination of it.  Taken on the wholes
we feel justified in asserting that the British
Press is not at present much open to the charge
of unbridled license or venal slander.  Any un-
happy individual invested with a pohtical char-
acter, honoured with the confidence of his
Sovereign, or roted for talent or intrepidity in
the Legislatrve Halls, 1s ivariably considered
fair game for the “small wits)” the gentle-
men of the Press,” pounced upon, and torn
mercilessly to picces.  But the public has be-
come so Inured to this knd of personal sbuse,
that 1t has ceased to visit the authors of 1t with
their censure, however false be the slender,
however baseless the imputed motive.  Inlove,
war, and politics, every thing 1s considered
fair, and what, if directed aganst the character
of a private ndividual, would raise & storm of
righteous indignation, 1s hstened to agmnst the
politician with 2 smule of apprabation or of in-
difference. Lord Palmerston may be accused
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of picking a pocket, or Sir Robert Peel with
abstracting a spoun, with perfect unpunmity,
while a libel of a tenth part of the cnurnuty
against the domestic virtues of @ nutoriuus
raue, or the spotless reputation of an opera fig-
urante, would be wvisited with the scverest
penaltics of the law, as violations of the
sanctity of private lite, and outrages on pro-
pricty cqually insupportable and unwuranted.

The Press in France presents a strange and
cnigmatical aspect.  'T'hat singular country
protessing to be democratic 1n all its principles
and tendencies, presents to the enquining eye
several anomalies which are cqually difficult to
explain or account for. She has abolished
hereditary Pecrage, as savonng too much of
anstocratic influence, and yer she submts toa
narrow distrnibution of the clective franchise,
utterly at variance with her sounding doctrines
about the power and majesty of the sovercign
people. She hgs repudiated the antignated
theories of the divine rights of kings, only to
consent to the allowance and expense of huge
stainding ames, which scem ever ready to
tempt the madness or the ambition of some
military despot, whose irun rule would weigh
heavier on the nation than cver dul the seeptre
of a Henri Quatre, or Lows Quatorze. She
allows her monarch merely to style nmself
¢King of the French,” but permits lum to en-
circle Paris with a cordon of torts and redoubts
with which he can overawe the turbulent
burghers.  They talk soundingly of all power
cmanating from the people, yet quietly submit
to a rigid censorship over the Press. But the
nation is a contradiction 1n 1tself; a monstrous
anomaly, o paradox of civilization, a chzos of
intelleet and msubordination, a puzzle, an cnig-
ma. In Paris, we hear constantly of mdict-
ments at the suit of the Attorncy-General for
a libel on the government, and heavy fines and
imprisonment awatt the author, if found guilty,
as he constantly is. In anstecratic England, nt
is ararc cvent to hear of a governmen: prese-
cution, or an imprisoncd editor.  Republican
France is well accustomed to both of these
cdifying spectacics. The pecubur position of
the Press in that country, varying as it seems
to do with every change in the temperement of
that mercuriel people, renders any grave com-
mentary, or attempted deduction, alike difficult
and uncertain.  So, gentle readers, we will
take advantage of some rapid conveyance, such
as Cunard’s Steamers, or the Nassau Balloon,
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which is just about starting for Americe, and
Jumpacross the Atlantic for a brief visit to the
tanr rogions that extend beyond that mighty
occan, and following the “Star of Empire” 1n
its course, take a short bird’s eye view of’ the
Pressof the Western Henusphere.

Dues America possess a free Press? She
shall answer for herself to the most sceptical
on that mmportant point, Listen to the acute
aud lenrncd De Tocqueville:—« The first news-
paper I cast my eyes over upon my arrival in
America contained the following article: ¢In
this affur the language of Jackson has been
that of a heartless despot solely occupied with
the preservation of his own authority,—ambi-
tion 12 lns crime, and it will be his punishment
too, Intriguc is his native element, and in-
trgue will confound his tnicks, and will deprive
him of his power. He governs by means of
corruption, and lts unmoral practices will re-
donnd to his shame and confusion. Hisconduct
1n the pohiticyl arena has been that of a shame-
less and fawless gamester. He succeeded at
the time, but the hour of retnbution approaches,
and he will be obliged to di:gorge his winnings,
to throw asule his fulse dice, and to end his
days in some retirement where he may curse
lis madness at his leisure; for repentence is o
virtue with which lus heart 1s likely to remain
for ever unacquamnted.’”

What think you, gentle reader, has America
a free Press? We can fancy you will not hesi-
tate in making up your mind on the subject
after the little specimen we have just quoted.
Suppore it to have been written in France in-
stead of in Amcrica, the citizen king would
have had the insolent author under the screws
of the “corrcctional tribunal” before long. In
Russia, the wnters, editors, publishers and all
would have heen, within o few hours after the
publicat:on of' the hibel, quictly pursuing their
route to the Siberian Desert, there to moralize
at their leisure about the beauties of a free
Press under an absolute monarchy. In Aus-
tria, some few years durance vile in the dun-
geons of an Iropenal fortress would have
rewarded the sally; and in England, free and
merry Lagland, even the gentle eye of our Vic-
turia would kindle 2t the audactty of her reviler,
and she would nt once direct her Attorney
General to place on the records of her Court of
Queen’s Bench one of those wholesome, admon-
itory documents commonly called a crimimal
information. But in Americy, the penny-a-
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liner could freely vilify the cluef magistrate of
the nation, and not ¢ien a transient expression
of the indignation of lus fullowers would greet
the atrocious attack ot such o rechless libeller.

Lasten again tu the acute and philosophical
Frenchman:—%The nutber of periodicals and
occasional publications which appear in the
United States, 1s actually beyond belief.  The
most enlightencd Americans attnbute the sub-
ordinate influence of the Pressto thiseacessive
dissemination, and it 1s adopted as a maxim of’
political scicnce in that country, that the only
way to neutrabize the effcet of public journalsis
to multiply them indefimtely. I cannot con-
ceive why a truth which 1s so selt-cvdent has
not already been more generally admitted
Europe, It 13 comprebensible that the persons
who hope to bring about revolutions by means
of the Press, should be desirous of contining 1ts
action to a few powerful organs; butit is per-
fectly incredible that the partizans of the exist-
ing state of things, and the natural supporters
of the laws, should attempt to diminish the in-
fluence of the Press by concentrating 1ts autho-
rity. The governments of Lurope scem to
treat the Press with the courtesy of the knights
of old; they are anxious to furmsh it with the
same central power which they have found so
trusty a weapon, in order to enhance the glory
of their resistance to its attacks. In Amenca
there is scarcely a hamlet which has not its
newspaper. It may readily be imagined that
neither disciplne nor unty of design can be
communicated to so multifarious a host, and
cach one is conscquently led to fight under his
own standard ; all the political journals of
the United States are indeed arrayed on the side
of the adininistration, or against 1t, but as they
attack and defend it a thousand different ways,
~—they cannot succeed in forming those great
currents of opinion which overwhelm the most
solid obstacles. * * * The facility with
which journals can be established induces a
multitude of individuals to take a part in them,
but as the extent of competition precludes the
possibility of considerable profit, the most dis-
tinguished classes of socicty are rarely led to
engage in these undertakings, The journalists
of the United States are wsually placed in «
very humble position, with a scualy education,
aru?"a vulgar turn of wmind. The characteris-
tics of the American journalist consist in an
open and coarse appeal to the possions of the
poptilace, and he habitually abandons thc prin-
ciples of political science to assail the charac-
ters of individuals, to track them into private
life, and to disclose all their weaknoss and
errors.”

We cannot avoid expressing our strong ad-
miration of the shrewdness and common-sense
philosophy of BI. de T'ocqueville, exhibited in
his view of the state of the American Press,—
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In no other country does 1t present the same
varied and opposite appearances; in no other
country 1s its intluence less rightly understood;
1n no other country can it do and =ay the same
thungs with such perfect unpunity ; and in no
other country does it assume a general aspect
of such auestinable respectahility.,

Let us call another witness into the box.—
Marryaty, that humourist, novelist, philosopher,
and deep-tiunking cosmopolite, thus expresses
himself on this sume subject :—

#All the respectable Americans acknowledge
that this liberty of the Press has degenerated
into a licentiousness which threatens the miost
alurnung results, as i1t has assuned a power
which awes not only individuals but the Gov-
ernment itselt)”

Mr. Cooper very justly remarks:—

«Of the two perhaps that people 1s the hap-
prest which 13 deprived altogether of a free
Press, as private honesty and a healthy tone of
the public mind are not 1ncompatible with nar-
row institutions, though nerither can exist under
the corrupting action of a licentious Press,—
s the Press of this country at present exists, it
would seent to le expresaly dewised by the great
agent of mischigf to depress and to destroy all
that is good, and o clevate and advance all
that is evil in the nation.”

Again, Mr. Cooper says:—

«Every honest man appears to admit that
the Press in America is fast getting to be in-
tolerable. In escaping from the tyranny of
foreign ansiocrats, we have created in our
boson: a tyranny of a character so nsupporta-
ble that & change of some sort is getting 1ndis-
pensable to peace.

« The nuinker of papers published in Great
Britain among o population of twenty-six mil-
lions 1s calculated at about three hundred and
seventy. The number published in the United
States among thirteen millions 1s supposed to
vary between ninc and ten thousand.”

Captain Hamilton states:—

«The opponents of a candidate for office are
generally not content with denouncing his
pninciples, or deducing from the tenor of his
political ife grounds for questioning the purity
of his motives. They accuse him boldly of
burglary or arsen, or at the very least of petty
larceny.  Time, place, and circumstance~ are
all stated. The candidate for Congress ov the
Presidency is broadly asserted to have picksd
pockets, or pocketed silver spoons, or some-
thing cqually mean and contemptible. Two
mstances of this occur at this moment to my
memory. In onc newspaper @ member of Con-
gress was denounced as having feloniously bro-
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ken a scrutoire, and having thence etolen cortain
bilts and bank nofes.  Another was charged
with lling franks at Lo ponee @ picee, and
thus coppering his pockets at the expence of
the public.”

Webster 1s thus quoted by Marryatt on the
same subject ;—

«Tt1s one of the thonsand calumnies with
which the Press teemed during an exetted poli-
tical canvass, It waxa charge of which there
was not only no proot or probulslity, but which
was of itselt wholly unpossible to be true. Yet
1t was of that class of fulschoods which by con-
tinued repetstions through sll the orguns of
detraction and abuse, are capable of misteading
those who are already far misled, and of tarther
fannmgr pasaion already kindled into flame;—
doubtless 1t served in its day, and in greater or
less degrce, the end designed by 11, Having
done thi= it has sunk into the general mass of
stale and loathed calumnies. 1t is the very cast
off slough of a polluted and shameless P ess.”

Hear the Captain again :

¢ Defumation i3 the greatest curse of the
Umted States, It appears to be inseparable
Srom a democratic form of government. lict
any man rise above his fellows by superior
talent, let him hold a consistent honest career,
and he is exalted only nto a pillory tobe pelted
at and to be defiled with ordure. False accu-
sations, the basest ins.nuations are industrious-
1y circulated, his pubhic and private character
are frequently aspersed, truth is wholly disre-
garded, even thore who have assisted to raise
him on Ins pedestal, as soon as they percaive
that he has ricen too high sbove them, are
equally industrious and cager to drag lam down
agam, Defamation crists all over the world,
yet it is incredible to what an cxtent this vice is
carricdin JAmerica. 1t 1s a disease which per-
vades the land, renders every man suspicious
and cautious of his neighbour, creates eye-
service and hypocrnisy, fosters the bitterest and
most malignant passions, and unceasingly irri-
tates the norbid sensibihly so remarkable
among all classes of the Anierican people.”

Hamilton speaking of the political contests
BaYS 1—

“Fromone extremity of the Union to the
other the political war-slogan is sounded. No
quarter is given on either side—every printing-
press in the United States 1s engaged mn the
conflict.  Reason, justice, and charity—the
claims of age and of past services—of high
talents, and unspotted integrity, are forgotten.
No lie1s too malignant to be employed in this
unhallowed contest if1t can but serve the pur-
pose of deluding, even for & moment, the most
ignorant of mankind. No insinuation is teo
base, no equivocation too mean, no artifice too
paltry.  The world affords no parallel to the

A CHAPTER ON NEWSPAPERS.

ecene of political depravity cxhibited periodical-
lyin thiz free country,

We fear to risk tring our readers by this
bundle of cxtracts on the subject of the Press
m Ameriea, but as we had something to say on
its workings among the democracy of the
trans-Atlantic Stales, we knew we could not
do them justice did we wilfully substitute our
own poor words for the terse and glowing lan-
guage of the authorswe have aited. 1t must
be borne in mind that we have not confined our
extracts to Enghsh authors, who might be
supposed to speak of America with some por-
tion of that hostile feeling which, we speak 1t
with sorrow, has been grdually growing Tup
between their own “merry land” and the
country they undertook to dclincate. We
have given the opinion of the cool unprejudiced
De Tocqueville, who has neverbeen accused of
an undue bias against American democracy.—
We have quoted the illustrious Mr. Fenimore
Cooper, who certainly can never be considered
insensible to that strong national vanity so
peculiar to his parvenn nation. Mr. Webster
too has stamped with the authonty of ius de-
servedly illustrious name, & most black and
damning sentence agmnst the press of his
country. We oursclves, as residents of t:e
Canadas, are brought so constantly inta direct
collision with American men, morals, and pre-
judices, that we can readily vouch for the
general truth of the strictures on the Press of
that country, which we find not onlyin the
books of the sketcher and_the tounst, but in the
truth-telling pages of native writers, and the
public speeches of native orators.

The Frenchman states the true reason of the
low standard of American periodical writing,—
namely, that so little is required to enable pers
sons to start in that linejof bfe, and the remu-
neration consequently so very inadequate, that
men of high ability or profound learning cannot
be found, except mn a few of the largest cities,
to devote their time and talents to such & pur-
suit, and an infenter class of wnters of course
arc compelled to edit and superintend the vast
majority of the ten thousand journals that
weekly, monthly, or daly, fizz, bubble, and
splutter ™, throughout the vast regions from
Labrador to the Rio Norte. Were a greater
amount of capital required previous to engaging
m a “newspaper specniation® than unfortu-
nately 13 at present, we vould at once sce a
diminution in the numbe. 3, and an incroase i
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the respectabulity and talent, of the American
Journals. We will make one last extract from
Marryatt on this interesting theme :

¢« Ag to the capabilitics of the majunty of the
Editors, let the Amencans speak for them-
selves :—¢Lvery wretch who can write an
English paragraph, (and many who cannot,)
every pettifogger without practice, every one
whose poverty or crimes have just left lum
cash or credit enough to procure & press and
types, sets up a newspaper.

«¢If you be puzzled what to do with your
son—it' he be a born dunce—if' readmy and
wnting beall the accomplishments he can ac-
quire, 1f he be hornibly ignurant and depraved,
if he be indolent, and an incorrigible har, lost
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to all shame and decency, irvevoenbly dishon-
cst, make a newspaper cditor of him.  Look
around you, and see a thousand successful
proots that no excellence or ncquirement, moral
ur intelleetunly 19 requisite to conduct a Press,
the more defective an Edutor 19, the better he
suceeeds ; we could give a thousand instances.’
~Boston News.™

We now turn to the Press in the Provinco
of Canada, and the general qualitics of the va-
rious Lditors, but—au thought strikes us
—we would prefer deferring our observations
on this delicate part of the subject to the Greek
Calends, ur the April number of the MosTuLy
Rrview for the year of grace 1941,
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~An Account of the River St. John, with its tributary Rivers and Lakes. By Epxusp Warn,
Assistant Emigrant Agent.  Frederickion, New Brunswick, 1811.—JAccompanied with a

Lithograph Map.

Berore proceeding to notice the pamphlet
avhose title we have placed above, we must
discharge & kind of debt which we appear to
have contracted by omitting a description of
the tranquil state of New Brunswick, in our
first number. The omiesion has been taken as
a slight which she does not deserve, as will be
seen by the following observations which have
reached us, through a mutual friend, from o
gentleman of some influence in that Province.
We must beg pardon of our friendly monitor
for the liberty we have taken in publishing this
extract from a private letter not designed for
publication, but this dircct evidence of the
soundness of the principles that we advocate,
as shewn by their happy effects in the sister
Province, would be greatly weakened if we
were to substitute for it any remarks of our
own.
not be superseded by our report, however
anxious we may be to make it both full and
correct.

After mentioning the receipt of our first
number, the writer proceeds to say :—

%While all appear to applaud and admire the
article with which 1t opens, as not only con-

The testimony of an eye-witness must ~

taining an able and just exposition of the prin-
ciples upon which the admimstration of
Colomal affairs ought invariably to be conduct-
ed, but as actunlly, though perhaps uninten-
tionolly, exhibiting a faithful picture of the
existing state of thingsth ihis Province; ret
the general impression also is, that less, far
less, than justice has been rendered to New
Brunswick in the closing glance at the political
state of British North Americo—in which,
instead of being held up as an example of polit-
ical contentment, of fast increasing prosperity,
and widely diffused happiness and satisfaction,
a state of things resulting directly from the
loyalty, moderation, and good scnse of its
inhabitants, in having promp’.y and gratefully
accepted thatas a boon, (the exchange of the
Crown estates for a moderate civil bist,) which
the people of Canada so decidedly rejected, and
the consequent immediate establishment in this
Province, under & Lieutenant Governor, (who
is considered by them to have shewn himself a
practical, as well as aliberal and enlightened,
statesman,) of an Executive Government, as
well as an improved composition of the Legis-
lative Council, which at once afforded general
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satisfaction, and commanded general conti-
dence, and by which has ever since steadily
and umformly beenexhibited an harmonions
worhing both in the Legr-lature and Govern-
ment, itherto wathout examplen Briti-h North
Amentea, which 1s 1 tact the conditton to
which 1t 13 the great obyeet and design of” the
present distingtushed Ruler ot these Colontes
to bring the United Provinces of Canada ;—
instead of setung this on hugh, upon all these
matters the Reviewer 1s as sdent asaf no sueh
Provunce as New Bronswick existed. Vet
when 1t 13 remembered how much dissausfiction
prevailed, and how near explusion this Province
was (the effeet of which, lvoking to the period,
is not to be calculated.) at the time when the
remcdies to which I have alluded were applied,
the people of this Province, and expecially those
who were promunently concerned in effecting
this happy change in public affiurs, fecl that they
have a night to recetve justice at the hands of
a wnter, be he who he may, who professes
Saithfully to record the pohtical changes and
reforns which have been and are about being
brought about 1n these Colomes,

«Upon the recent visitof the Goverror
General to this Provinee, Mr. Poulett Thomson
believed, and believed correctly, that he owed
the reception which he met with almost entire-
1y to the feelings of respect and estecm enter-
tained for our excellent Licutenant Governor,
and tv the assurance given by Sir John Harvey,
that Mr. Poulett Thomson came to carry for-
ward those enhighteged views and principles
which had, under the auspices of Lord Glenelg,
Lord Durham, and Lord John Russell, advanced
New Brunswick to its envable state of public
prospenty and general contentment—and of
which a more forcible 1llustration cannot, per-
haps, be given, than by repeating the answer
which one of the ablest of the friends of Sir
John Haryey’s adinmstration gave to the ques-
tion put to lum by the Governor General at the
Government Houxe table, namely : «What !is
there no opposition to Sir John Harvey’s gov-
ernment ' ¢Yes, Siry’ was the significant
reply, ‘a bitter one, but itis anenymous—no
man dares to avow 1, cither i the legislature
or out of it, though the rancour of an humbled
and disappointed faction makes s growl heard
through the public press, or rather through its
own paid organ, one single paper, but even there
in anonymous articles.” Can 2 prouder proof
than this be adduced of the happy state of this
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Province 7 Yex, there can; and it is to be
tound m the langusge and acts, m a word, in
the journals and proceedings m the scveral
branches of the Provineial Legislature.  En-
tertaming these opintony, in cotmmon, as I be-
lieve, with some of the leading and ablest men
in New Brunswick, [ am apprehensive that if
Justice be not done to this Province n future
numbers of the very able publication alluded
to, instead of recenving, as 1t otherwise would,
very hiberal support i New Brunswick, it
may only be the means of provoking com-
plaints.”

We had no intention of passing by New
Brunswick without notice, betng well aware
that she gives a happy dlustration of the advan-
tages of our system in both 1ts parts—liberality
in the government—and modcration n the
people; but Canadian affairs pressed on our
attentinn, and we defesred our glance at the
Sister Provinee until another opportunity. We
are not sorry, thercfore, that the subject 1snow
bronght under ouf notice, even in the shape of
a complamt, for i1t proves that the people of
that province justly appreciate therr advan-
tages, understand the causes of the content-
ment and prosperity whichthey enjoy, and are
jealous of any real or apparent neglect. New
Brunswick holds out a light to the other North
Amcrican Colonies, and she would not have
that heht put under a bushel, or passed by with-
ont observation. A state of great disquietand
contention has been succeeded by a state of
great contentment and peace,  The means by
which this pleasing change was cffected de-
serve consideration, especially from those who
are suffering from evils simiar to those that
existed there, and who may expect that the
application of a similar remedy will produce n
corresponding good effect.

No new theory has been put under experi-
ment in New Brunswick, nor has any organic
change of the constitution been effected there,
The composition of the Legislative Council has
been improved by rendenng it independent of
the Exccutune, and the admimstration of the
Government is conducted in harmony with the
people’s representatives; by o Lacutenant
Governor of liberal constitutional principles.—
This system is mct in a corresponding spinit by
the people, and the result is that the Province
is peaccful and prosperous, united and strong.
The same system is now to be applied in Can.
ada, under a2 Governor also of liberal constitu.
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tional principles; and if the people possess the
same practical wisdom which has distinpuished
their fellow-Colomsts of New Brunswich, a
simiar effeet will follow. Instcad of beng
distracted and weahened by internal conten-
tions, the Province will become strong and
flourishing in the power of prosperous peace.
For the benefit of this systew i1s not racrely
the harmony that 1t produces between the peo-
ple and the government, but the additional
strength which 1t gives to both. When all
unite their strength, und act together, they are
almost irresistible; but acting agamnst cach
other they rum themselves and the country.—
There can be no doubt that the Government 15
infinitely stronger in New Brunswick at this
time than 1t ever was before; and yet there are
persons so ignorant of constitutional princi-
ples, ors0 averse to their application here, a3
to assert that this system must weaken, 1f not
overturn the Government in Canada; whereas
the just inference, both fruim reason and expe-
rience, 's, that it will establish the Govermnent
ona firmer basis than it ever had. On thws
point 1t has been remarked: ¢« Where nnlitary
power, or the brutal force of the multitude de-
cides the fortunc of & dynasty, it 1s nut to the
precepts of the philosopher, or the examples of
the historian, that those who attack or those
who defend are wont to appeal.  But far differ-
ent 15 the case under 2 constitutional Govern-
ment like ours.  With us the base on which
politwcal power rests, 1s wide and strong. It
mncludes the whole mass of the population,there
being noncewho are debarred from the possibili-
ty of acquiring political nights; and every right
so acquired involves a duty to the State, which
can only be cffectually discharged where a just
estimate 1s formed of political partics and of
public men. It 1s the duffusion of power among
all choses which constitutes the real strength
of the State. From the Mumster who advises
the Crown, to the humblest non-clector, who,
through the medium of opinionand of influence
acts on those who possess the franchise, the
chain is unbroken. Rughts exist whicha.e to
be protectea, duties exist which are to be per-
formed: whether a parliamentary vote 1s given
which decides the fate of a Government, or a
shout is raised at the hustings for or against o
candidate, 1t 13 only by a just consideration of

facts, and @ fair estimate of principles, that the
peer or the peasant can effectually discharge
his functions.”
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But all the duty1s not on the part of the
Government.  The people also have their du-
tie~, and on their night perfvnnance the good
cffect of the whole ~ystemr must depend.  In
this respect the example of New Brunswick 1s
waportant.  There wax no factious opposition
2o the Government, do what 1t would; no false
construction put upon the sunple:t acts and
plamest language; no dogged adherence to
unuaportant points, when cssential principles
were goincd; no desire to exalt the means
above the end, or make a difference in detail a
reason for rejecting a unifornity in substance,
"There was the operation of practical common
sense, impelled by berty, but gunded by mode-
ration, resolved to obtain the benefits of the
constitution on the one hand, but cqually
resolved to subiit to its restrictions on the
other. Actuated by such a spinit, their cfforts
have been as successful as they deserve to be,

It is this spirit of moderatiun that we would
recotmnend to the people of Canada, being sat-
istied that it wil here produce simiar good
effects 1if it be generally adopted. There 1s
every disposition on the part of the government
to do justice to the people, and the people on
their part must do justice to the government.,
Attention to this is the more necessary, inas-
much as there seens to be a disposition insome
quarters to forget that dutics are reciprocal,
and that the best intentions and efforts of the
government will be defeated without there be
a concurrence therein by the people.  Let the
latterrememberthat they must give confidence,
as well as require 1t ; that they must regress
ultraism among themselves, as well as in the
government ; and that while they claim rights
and privileges, they must shew that they are
prepared to exercise them wisely and well.—
Nothing can so readily induce concession as &
full evidence that 1t will not be abused ; that
cvidence they must furnish, and just in propor-
tion as it prevails will thewr work be easy or
difficult, and the benefits they expect from gov-
ernment be attained or rejected. The people
must do justice to themselves and their cause,
by listening to moderate counsels, supporting
moderate men, and maintaining throughout
that calm, rational dignity which isrequisite for
the consideration and decision of grave consti-
tutional questions. In this manner ang spirit
good government will be atteined, and Canadn
will become peaceful, happy, and prosperous, as
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her sister province of New Brunswick has be-
come by sinlar weans,

The work, the title of which we have given,
18 & plain, unpretending pamphiet of 96 pages,
dexeniptive of the river St. John and ats tnbu-
taries, and the valley throngh which they ilow,
with notices of the towns and villages on their
banks. Of the coast 1t is remarked : “The
sea-coast of this Province, hke that of Nova
Scotia, presents a rugged and forbidding ap-
pearance 3 and the scenery around the aity of
St. John possesses nothing mdicative of the
fertile regions to which it leads.  If the travel-
ler extends his observation to Indian-town, two
miles above St. John, whence the river steam-
boats take their departure for Frederickton, the
view is bounded by a narrow channel and abrupt
and precipitous rocks, scantily covered with a
growth of’ stunted trees, presenting a repulsive
exterior to the anxious and enquiring stranger.”

“The Province of New Brunswick extends
from the south-west point on the island of Grand
Manoan, ut the entrance of the Bay of Fundy,
i latitude 44 © 40, longitude 67 © 10y to the
48th degree of north latitude, and is bounded
southcr;lgy by that bay and an isthmus of about
15 miles in width which separates the Bay of
Fundy from the Bay of Verte on the eastern
coast, where its southern line terminates in
latitude 46 ©, longitude 64 ©,  Itscastern limit
extends northwardly along the IVorthumberland
Straits and the Guif of St. Lawrence, till it
strikes the island of Sluppegan, at the southern
entrance of the Bay of Chalenr, in latitude 48 ©
longitude 67° ; andit is bounded to the
northward and westward by Lower Canada, and
to the westward by the river St, Croix, and a
line run from its source to the highlands that
extend to the head of Connecticut river.”

1t is across thus 1sthmus of 15 miles that 1t
has been propesed to cuta canat to connect the
Bay of Fundy with the Gulf of St. Lawrence,
thereby avoiding the circuitous and somewhat
dangerous navigation round the coast, ecither
through the Gut ot Canso, or round Cape Bre-
ton. A more mportant public work, or one
that would produce greater results in compari-
son with the outlay required, can hardly be
found, the distance being so short, and “through
a country favourable for the undertaking.” It
1s stated that a “sum of money has been voted
by the Legislature of New Brunswick towards
defraying the expense of an exploration, pro-
vided the Legislatures of Canada and Nova
Scotia will join 1n defraymng such expense.’-—
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Of this we should suppose there can be ng
doubt, as the whole affaic will be but a trifle to
the three provmces, and yet will greatly aid
their mutual intercourse and trade,

At the head of the Bay of Fundy the tide
fises 50 or 60 feet, rushing with great velacity,
and formung a high bore.

Having described various small nvers and
the country on their banks, the author says :—

“The Falls of the Magaguadavic, if the
scenery in 1ts neighbourhood possessed no other
charm, would amply repay the admirer of na-
ture for any expense or inconvenience he might
incur in visiting 1t ; and in Europe this village
would be a pluce of annual and crowded resort.”

Of the Fall Dr. Gesner says ¢

“ At the main fall the water descends by five
successive stepy, n the distance of five hundred
yards, throngh a chasm averaging about thirty
teet wide, and a hundred feet deep. Through
this narrow gorge the whole contents of t%o
riverare poured out with a fury that defies
desenipion.  The industry and ingenuity of
man have considerably modified the appearance
of this remarkable spot. It still, however,
remains a most extraordmary hydraulic specta-~
cle, and affords a power for turning machinery
beyond computation. Having swept slowly
along the valley above, the water is accumula-
ted at the bridge over the top of thefalls 5 itis
then thrown nto the deepand narrow openin
below, where spouting from chiff to cliff, an
twisting its foaming column to correspond with
the rude windings of the passage, it falls in a
torrent of froth inta the tide below ; or passing
beneath the mills, its fury scems abated as it
ningles with thie dense spray floating above.'?

The St. John river, near its mouth, also
forces its way throngh a remarkable ravine.ew
“Immense masses of lime-stone or coarse
marble rock form a bold ard precipitous boun.
dary, on cach side of a narrow passage, at a
short distance above Indian Town., Below this
‘ne river evpands, and again contracting passes
through what are termed the Falls, when it
suddenly turns to the left, and discharges its
waters into the harbour of St. John, causing
numerous eddies and whirlpools.” «The Falls
are ~ great natural curiosity, from the water
descending in opposite directions at ebb and
flood tide, and being level al about half tide,
caused by the rise and fall of the tide in the
Bay.” “Although this passage 15 the only
outlet af presentfor the St. John, it has evi-
dently been formed by eome convulsion of
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nature, simnilar to that, or probably the same,
which rent asunder the channel of the Maga.
guadavic, and forced open the passage of Digby
Gut, directly upposite the harbour of' St. John,
on the Nova Scotia sude of the Bay of Fundy,
and thus dramed off the body of water that
evidently covered the®Aglesford Plams and
Camnbo~ Bog, over which the post road at
present passesbetween Annapohs and Halifax,”

Ascending the river, the author describes
with great minuteness, the country and the
streams that branch off on cach hand, together
with the lakea that supply many of the streams.
The valleys are very fertile, and many of the
uplands also. At Grand Lake, « At Earle’s
Point there 13 one of those extraordinary geo-
logical phenomenafor the origin of which it is
lifficult to account. Lorge fossil trees are
lying prostrate on the shore, having fallen to-
wards the lake, which ar> embedded in and
filled with the stony substance that in a hqut-
fied state swept over the area which they occu-
pied, and converted them intostone. Petnfied
wood has also been found near the Maquapit
and French Lakes, which are contiguous to
Grand Lake ; and & very beautful specimen of
cactus is built intoa cellar wall in Mr. Earle’s
house at the point.  The coal that is dug out
also, and the strata with which it Lies 1n con-
tact, contan the most delicate vegetable im-
pressions, which crumble into dust on exposure
to the air.”

Fredenickton, the capital of the province, is
situated on o bend of the St. John, forming a
segment of a circle, about 75 mules from the
mouth of the river, and contains 4,000 inhabi-
tants, Tho sate is a “level plain, extending
above a mile in length, and half a mile in the
rear.. It has evidontly been the bed of a former
lake, and was probably laid bare when the
retiring waters of the St. John mnade their last
abrupt escape, and fell to their present ordinary
level”  “.i3 the town projects into the river,
its opposite shores are seen at the termination
of the front street ; and in summer time, when
the trees are clothed with their luxuriant
foliage, and the graceful elm waves in the
breeze, the scenery around Frederickton 1s not
to be exceeded in beauty by that of any place
that I have secen I these provinces, Lower
Canada,or the United States,” The town has
been settled since 1785, having been formerly
called St. Anns.  “It contains a province hall,
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a collego that has been hLiberally endowed by
the province, the several public offices, = colle-
mate, Madras, and other schoolsy a Baptist
seminary, Episcopal, Presbytenan, Wesleyan,
Baptist, and Catholic Caurches.” «At the
upper end of tho Town, on the river bank,
stands the Governmert louse, with ex*ensive
grounds around it, commanding a dehghtful
view of the river.”  “There are three banhs,
nn alms-house, a reading-room, and a well-
s2lected public hbrary, A regiment of foot,
and a detachment of Royal Artillery are usual-
ly quartered 1n the Town, which has lately
been made the military head quarters for the
Lower Provinces,”

“Frederickton was formed by Governor
Carleton shortly after the scparation of the
province from Nova Scotia, its central situation
having pointed it ont as the most ehable place
for the seat of government. The wisdom of
this selection will be evident to every person
acquainted with the Province, und with the
adjoimng colontes.  From this place as froma
centre, roads diverge to the different parts of
the Province, which are of casier access from
Frederickton than from any other pomnt what-
ever—the principal places, such as St. An-
drews, St. John, Fort Cumberland, Chatham,
Bathurst, and Madawaska, Iying 1 a broken
circle round 1t.”

« As o military position it is uncqualled, as
from the contiguity of the different important
parts of the province, they would be sooner
succored from this place than any other. It
also forms o connecting link between the Atlan-
tic colonies and Canade, and is a safe and con-
venient place for forming magazines, and
equipping troops on their route from the sca-
coast to Quebec, The importance of this
place for those purposes was well realized du-
ring the last war, and should not soon be lost
sight of.  The nver St. John seems to have
been the old and usuel route of the French and
Indions in passing from Canada and Nova Sco-
tia to New England, long before New Bruns-
wick was settled ; and Frederickton and the
villages near it, no doubt, werc among the
principal Indian stations, long before the coun-
try was known to the French and English.—
According to Dougles, this was the most direct
route from New England to Canady, and was
taken by Colonel Livingstone and the Baron
Castine 1n the year 1710, when they went in
great haste to acquaint the Governor General
that Acadio had fallen into the hands of the
British.”

The author then proceeds with his description
of the country, diverging right and left up the
streams, until he reaches Woodstock, 60 miles
from Frederickton; and still ascending the
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river, enters on the Arostool, or Restook,
country, across which the Americans have made
two military roads through the heurt of the
disputed territory up to the St. John, and
estabhished two forts therein, onc at the conflu-
ence of Fish river with the St. John, and the
other on the Arostook, five mules from the St.
John. The first 15 called Fort Jarvis, the
sccond Fort Fairficld, and the roads connect
them with Houlten and Bangor, in Maine.—
This part of the country 1s said to be very fer-
tile, and contains a vast bed of 1ron ore, on
which Dr. Jacksor. seolomst of the State of
M:une, speculates largely in his report, as being
not only suffictent to supply all the future in-
habitants of the country, but also as “an
admirable scite for & national foundry ;7 “for
it is extremely ditlicult to carry heavy ordnance
to that frontier post,and m case of war it
would be almost impossible to furnish 2 supply
of cannon, and the balls required i defence of
that fortification,” (Huuitun.}

It is significantly remarked by Mr. Ward on
this : «The winter succeeding this report wit-
nessed the erectivn of Forts Faurfield and Jar-
vis, to guard the seite of the future national
magazine of death provided for the heges of
Queen Victonia, wiuch the Doctor had pointed
out.”

The Grand Falls of the St. John are thus
described : “Here the channel of the river is
broken by a chain of rocks which runs across
the niver, and produces a tremendous full, more
than forty fect perpendicular, down which the
water of theentire river rushes with resistless
mnpetuosity. The niver just above the cataract
maokes 2 short bend, or nearly a right angle,
forming a small bay afew rodsabove the preci-
pice, in which there 15 an eddy, which makes 1t
a safe landing place, although very near the
man fall, where the canoes &c. pass with the
greatest safety, Immediately below this bay
the river contracts—a point of rocks projects
from the western shore, and narrows the chan-
nel to the width of a few rods. The waters
thus pent up, sweep over the rugged bottom
with great velocity.  Just before they reach
the main precipics, they rush down a descent
of some feet, and rebound in foam from o bed
of rocks on the verge of the fall. They are
then precipitated down the perpendicular chfis
into the abyss below, which is studded with
rocks that ncarly choke the passage, leaving
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only a small opening in the centre, through
which the water, after whirling for some time
in the basin, rushes with tranendous impetu-
osity, sweeping through o broken 1ocky chan-
nel, and o successton of falls for more than half
a mile, being closely shut in by rocks, which in
some places overhang the river so as to hide
most part of it from the view of the observer,
Trees and timber which are carmed down tho
falls, ar» semetimes whirled roundn the bason
below the precipice till they are ground to
pieces ; sometunes therr ends arc tapered to a
point, and at other times brohen and crushed to
pieces.”  «Below the falls there 1s another
small bay with a good depth of still water, very
convenient for collecting timber, &c., after it
has escaped through the falls.” ¢ About a mile
below the landing place a succession of rapids
coimences.”

«Three or four miles above the Grand Falls,
the Madawaske scttlement.commences, and
extends along both sides of the St. John, as far
as the river St. Francis, upwards of 40 miles.”
The population 1s 8460, according to the Amer-
1can census taken fast autumn.

«Thirig-five mies from the Grand Falls,
the Madawaska nver intersects the St. John,”
and the Fiefof that name extends up that river
for twelve miles on both banke, and is well
settled.

The country between the Madawaska and
the St Lawrence was surveyed last autumn, by
direction of Her Majusty's Government ; and
it 1scontemplated to have agood carmoge road
from Quebec to Woodstock, about 280 miles,
und thenee through Frederickton to the city of
St. John, making the entire route about 400
miles, and by stcamers acruss the Bay of Fundy
the distance from Qucbec to Halfax will be
accomphished in five or six day:n

Before we take leave of this subject, we must
glance at the mineral wealth of New Bruns-
wick, as described by Dr. Gesner, Provincial
Geologist, 1in his tinrd report, some extracts
from which have reached us in the New Bruns-
wick papers ;~—

«JIrox ORrR.—About a muleand a half west-
ward of Bull Moose Hill the soil becomes more
scanty, and the trap rocks are frequently unco-
vered.  The rock here may be called a syenite,
bemng composed of crystals of hornblende and
feldspar, from the twenteth of an inch to an
inch 1o diameter. Thus rock apparently reaches,
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from north to south, several niles : and 1s con-
nected with the great trappean mase, underly-
ing the chain of lugh hills, stretched along the
north side of Bellewsle Bay. The inhabitants
of a new settlement, recently made on the
mountain, had Giscovered a quantity of ore,
which they had supposed to be black-lead ; but
which, upon examination, was found to be com-
mon bog and shot 1ron ore. These ores have
collected 1 considerable quantities, on the
farms of Mr. Ei Northrup and Mr. Elnathan
Benson, and are still accumulating on the low
groundsin that quarter. The magnetic needle
was observed to be much affected, 1n proceeding
westerly from the hill ; and the trap began to
assume a ferruginous appearunce, until urystals
of the magnetic oxide of tron were discovered,
mi:;fd with the horablendé and feldspar of the
rock.

“On ascending the hll, near Mr. Northrup's
house, the iron was found more abundant, until
large boulders, some of which would weigh a
ton cach, were discovered to be a rich, compact
ironore. These boulders arc scattered over
the above farms, 1n the soil of the adjacent for-
est,and to & distance unknown ; fur the area
occupied by them was too extensive to allow
ug to cxamine every part of its surfece.—
Ascending the hull m the cleanngs and woods
adjacent, these boulders of ore becume more
numerous, and may be seen in the walls thrown
up to protect the meadows. Thesolid syenite,
or as it may be called at some places syemtic
trap, was found to become more mixed with the
iron, until it passes into a compact ore. The
detntal matter and other rubbish, covenng the
surface and the rocks beneath, prevented us
from ascertaining that point where the ore is
most pure ; but the rock, n a long belt, ex-
tending nearly cast uad west, and fur a quarter
of amile in breadth, 1s copivusly mpregnated
with thie iron. The ore wasfound in the forest,
near Mr. Benson's farm, where it occupies the
surface, over a space twenty feet wide, and ap-
parently runs 1n a vem, along the mountan, to
@ great distance. Croswng the road, it again
appears about two hundrud yords nurth of Mr,
Benson’s house, and the vein s covered with
boulders of ore. Every pains was taken to as-
certain the course, thickness, and inclination of
this evidently inexhaustible bed of iron; but the
detritus on the surface, the quuntity of soil and
decayed vegetable matter in the furest, were
difficolties our means would not allow us to
encounter.

& This ore is associated with crystals of horn-
blende and feldspar. The Jormer is of a deep
green colour, and the latter of a milky white.

t aiso contans iscrinc. When recently bro-
ken, the lustre is highly metallic ; but, onbein
exposed to the air, it soon becomes tarniched,
and recent cracks are beautifully irised. Some-
times it exists with the hornblende alone, and
again, in the nicher specimens, only a few crys-
tals of feldspar are to be scen. It acts power-
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fully upon the magnetic needle, and compasses
are uscless fur a cunsiderable distance on each
sue of the vewn.  The boulders in the fi s are
known by their rusty appearance. Several
specunens attract iron tilings, possess polarity,
and therefore may be called loadstone. A mass
taken trom the common variety yielded sixty
per cent. of metallic iron.

“How far this enormous u.. tallic déposite
extends inan cast a~d west direction, we were
unable to determine ; but, judging from the
effect 1t had upon the compasses, it doubtless
continues to the distance of several miles.—
From these facty, 1t 13 believed to be one of the
most extensive veins of iron ure in the Bntish
Provinces ; being sufficient to supply America
with iron for thousands of years. A similar
kind of iron ore is abundant in Sweden ; where
numerous quantities of the best kind are smelt-
ed, and shipped to Great Britain, At Danne-
mora, the site of the most important mines in
Europe, this kind of ore exists in a bed several
hundred feet thick. This Provincial ore also
agrees, in character, with the magnetic oxide
of tron of New-Jersey, ably described by Pro-
gessor Rodgers, 1n hus geological report of that

tate.

«There are a number of advantages offered
for the erection of iron works n this district.—
The ore 18 situated at a distance of only three
miles from a fine navigable bay ; and in the
midst of a forest of excellent hard-wood, which
may be converted into proper fuel ; while
Belleisie River and one of 1ts branches will
afford an abundant supply of water power, to
propel the necessary machinery. Should the
supply of fuel fail, from the yearly demand
made upon it, coal could be supplied from the
Grand Lake, Long'’s Creek, or other parts of
the extensive coal field, situated a short dis-
tance farther northward. The situation of this
iron on the confines of a fine agricultural coun-
try, where the population 1s rapidly imcreasing,
is also an advantage not to be overlooked.—
That the ore 1scapable of being worked is evi-
dent from the fact, that in Sweden, immense
quantities of cxcellent iron are produced frumn a
similar kind ; and in New Jersey, there are ex-
tensive mines in operation, which yield a cor-
responding combination for the furnaces.”

«GREAT NEw-Brunswick Coar Fievp.—
Before we proceed to the local details of the
formatiuns of the Grand Lake, it is necessary to
mzke a few general observations on the Great
Coal-Ficld, situated between the primary rocks
of the County of Charlotte and King’s County,
and the Straits of Northumberland, on the Gulf
of St. Lawrence. Only the south and south-
cast sides of this coal-field have yet been ex-
plored ; the west, north and north-east sides
sull remain to be examined, and its limits there-
fore, in the Iatter directions, yet remain wn-
known. The division of thig coal-ficld, situa-
ted southward of the St. John, is the segment
of a large circle, described between the Kes-
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wick above TFredetickton, and the Ocuabog
below Gugetown, ad touching at Shin Creek
and the head of the Oromocto,  Its south-cast-
crn side extends along the trap and syenite
rocks of” Springficld, and the dividing hine be-
tween King's and Queen’s, Westmoreland and
Kent Connties, to the Strauts of Northumber-
fand. From one of the branches ot the Uro
mocto to the Samt John, and from thence cight
miles castward of the entrance of the Wash-
ademoak, the old red sandstone and carbonifer-
ous lincstone appear, cropping out from be-
neath the mull-stone grit, along o distunce of
upwards of thirty nules. These formations
have been already described. From what I
have been able to discover, I believe that this
coul-field extends m a northerly directiun to
Bathurst, a distance of one hundred and fifty
wiles, and to Miramichi, one hundred and twen-
ty miles, and from the latter place along the
coast to Shediac, which may be est'mated at
seventymiles.  Until the nurth-east side of this
vast coal tract is explored, it would beimposs-
ble to give a correct account of its area ; but it
may for the present be considered equal to five
thousand square mies ! !} We are aware that,
in making this statement, we must necessanly
be exposed to remark ; but 1t is nevertheless
supported by the most unquestionable fucts ;
and we have only to appeal to them, 1n vindica-
tion of what 18 here recorded.  This tract may,
pethaps, bear the reputation of being the largest
coal-ticld ever discovered on the globe. Over
the whole of this vast area, the conglomerates,
sandstones, shales, ronstone, and frequently
coal, appear at the surface, fillel with innu-
merable remains of plants, that have long since
ceased to exist, but whose relics, as they ere
seen in almost every rock, bear ample testimo-
ny of the herbage of former periods.  This vast
expanded track, in every part, abounds in tro-
pical plants ; many of which have been changed
into enduring beds of coul, while others have
been converted into different kinds of mineral
matter ; @ud form the most faithfnl record of
the changes this earth has undergone, since it
first came from the hands of its supreme Aichi-
tect. To distinguish this extensive tract from
the Westinoreland district and other coal-ficlds
n the Briush Provinces, we have designated it
by the name of the “GreaT NEw-Brunswick
Coar-FieLn ;" which, for its magmtude and
wealth, will be better known, long after is
first geological pioneer hasceased to travel over
its surface.”

In connexton with these extracts we give
another on the carly history of New Brune-
wick, taken from a report of lectures on the
subject by H. M. Perley, Esquire. It is stated
that :—

“Mr. Perly has been fortunate in having had
access 1o many ongmal and official documents,
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not litherto attainable by historic writers, but
which watenally elucidate the history of ths
young but mpidly rising Province: he has
made diligent and efficient use of these advan-
tages, and we hesitate not to say, that he has
succeeded .n compiling the best and nost au-
thentie history of New Brunswick ever yet
pubhished. Repeated plaudits from the au-
dience cheered the Lecture, and testified the
gratification he imparted ; and much imapression
appeared to be made, especially by the state-
ment of one fact, namely, that in the reign of
Henry VIL John Cubot, in the emplor and
under the flag of’ England, after discovenn

Newfoundland and St John's Islands, lande

on the shores aof this Province, between Richi-
bucto and Miramichiitwo years before Columbus
reached the mamn land of America; and thus
New Brunswick was the first portion of this
great Continent on which the feet of Christians
ever stept.  The Lecture was illustrated by
the displuy of a great variety of ancient Indian
wnplements and utensils; and afforded the
greatest satisfaction to the audience, * * €
Mr. P. lucidly delineated the numerous and
stirring vicissitudes of this Province and its
ancient settlers, during the frequent changes of
Enghsh and French dominton ; untit the final
establishment of British authority over the
whole of these North American Provinces,
after the celebrated siege of Quebec, which was
signalized by the glorious death of Wolfe.—
The concluding portion of the lecture glow-
ingly depicted the enthusigstic loyalty, the de-
voted fidelity, and personal sufferings and exer-
tions of that ever-to-be-honoured band of true
British hearts, who, in 1782 and 1783, abandon-
ed every thing in the country of their former
happy homes, in the old colonies, and cheerfully
sat themselves down in the then inhospitable
wilds of New Brunswick ; and who, landing
on the rocky and densely-forested shore, hewed
out for themselves, with their own hands, a
resting-place in the thick wocedy, and thus lad
the first foundation of what 1s now the populous,
enterprising, and important city of St. John,—
The lecture eloquently and justly eulogized
these brave and futhful men, whose names, he
said, ought ever to be remewnbered and bonour-
ed, in all pubhc festivals and anniversaries in
New Brunswick ; and who had more reason to
glory in their declaration of flelity then the
revolted Provinces had, in their declaration of
wmdependence.  Our limits will not permit us to
notice the muny pronuncnt and interestmg
points in his highly satisfactory Lecture. We
may briefly mention the following incidents, a8
a few winch scemed especially 1o interest the
fechng of the audience, namely, the fact that
this Province claims scniority of British settle-
ment ; a number of Scotch emigrants, sent out
by the Earl of Stirling, under the conduct of
Claude de la Tour, baving settled obout the
Nashwaak and Saint John rivers in 1625 5 the
stmng detads of the two famous sieges of
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Louwsburg, and the final destruction of that
once formmdable and impregnable fortress, al-
most every vestige of which 13 now swept
away, and its site become a wilderness, and the
resort only of wild ammals ; the enterprising
spint of the earliest settlers on the St. John,
espectully the founders of the Pcabody, Sim-
onds, White, Leavitt, and other families ; the
courageous and venturous conduct of Mr.
White, the father of our present worthy Shenff,
in singly groing forth to meet o numnerous body
ol hostile Indians, and suecessfully persuading
them to abandon their mumical designs; the
burlding of the first vessel in the harbour of St.
John ; the severe sufferings and lubours of the
earliest settlers among its forests and swamps;
and the final erection of New Brunswick into a
separate Province, and establishment of its first
Legislature.”

In conclusion, we may observe, that we shall
be happy to receive any communications from
either New Brunswick or Nova Scotia, whe-
ther they be literary, historical, or descriptive,
or bear more immediately on the political char-
acter and state of the country. Whatever
affects those provinces must be interesting to
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us, for we form but one family. Our knowledge
of locul fucts and circumstances there is too
limited to admit of our entexing on ther affairs
so fully as we would wish, but if they will sup-
ply this defect, or speak for themselves, we
shall always be ready to do them justice to the
utmost of our power.

Weobserve that Dr. Gesner speaks as if a
geological survey of Upper Canada was in
progress. We regret to say that, hitherto,
nothing has been done towardsit. Some par-
tial explorstions have been made by officers of
the Royal Engineers, but no geological survey
has yet been bogun, although the subject was
taken up by the Assembly. Like many other
things, it hes had to give way to more import-
ant affuns pressing for immediate attention,—
We hope, however, that this is one of the sub-
jects which will be begun and successfully
completed by the United Legislature.

The population of New Brunswick is 156,142,
being an increase of 86,693 since the year 1834.

AGRICULTURAL PROTECTING DUTY.
No.

W closed our former remarks on this sub-
Ject with observing that the proposed duty on
American wheat and flour would be of no im-
mediate benefit to our farmers, but an injury,
because 1t could not come into operation except
1n case of another failing harvest, and by present
arrangements the country gairs a considerable
sum by the difference of duty in England be-
tween Canadian and American wheat and flour.
Hence we inferred that though a protecting
duty would be just, as 1t regards the Americans,
it would be inexpedient as it regards oursclves,
looking at the farmung interest alone. The
injury would be direct and immediate ; while
the proposed benefit would be distant and
problematical ; for o faling harvestis a very
rare ‘occurrence, and it is very improbable that
in 2 country exclusively agricultural like Can-
ads, the harvest should so far fail as to render
1t necessary to make importations of wheat and
flour for our own consumption ; and yet it is

Il

only in thatimprobable case that the duty would
be of any avail. A duty that can become oper-
ative only once in twenty yeers is not worth
contending for. How little duties arc of avail
for non-imgorting countries may be seen in *he
United States, where long os the duty hasbeeo
1n force it has produced nothing, except for two
years. Moreover the experiment hes been
tricd already in Canadg, and found entirely use-
less for jts professed object, as will be seen by
the following extract from @ speech made by
J. 8. Cartwright, Esq., at a public meeting on
this question 1 the neighbourhood of Kingston:

«On reference to the Provincial Statates, he
found that on the 14th April, 1821, a Bill passed
the Legislature of Upper Canada, and became
a law, gy which American produce was in effect
prohibited, ss the duties were, on Flour 10e.
per barrel ; Pork 20s.; Beef 15s.; Wheat 2s. 6d.
per bushel ; Barley 2s.; Indian Corn 2s.; Oats
1s.; and every thing in proportion.—This act
continued in force until January, 1824, Neow



198

what was the state of the Agriculturist during
these three favoured years.  Why, Sir, during
the years 1821 und 1822 FFlour was sold 1 the
Kingston market tur 12+ 6d. a barrel, and a

entleman who was not now i busiess (Hon.

. Kirby) had assured Jum that he took 1t to
account at that price, and would not give money
for it. He (Mr. Cartwright) had also been
informes that in one of those years a Merchant
1n the Bay of Quinte tuok a guanuty of Flour
to Quebee, and after paying the expense of
transport, the net proceeds of his flour was 10s
6d. per barrel ! and duning all this time not a
pound of American or foreign flour was allowed
to be put in competition—and 1t gppeared to
him (Mr. C.) a most remarkable fact, and one
which could not tall to strike every one, gthat
during these three years of prohibition, the
agriculturists of Upper Canada received lessfor
their produce tnan had ever been received since
the settlement of the Country. He mught be
asked to account fur thix.  Though he did not
think he was bound to answer the question, stil
he would admit that it arose from abundant har-
vests throughout the world. There was no
demand—or at least the supply was greater
than the demand. He (Mr. C.) had in hus
possesston & list of prices m the New York
market since 1796, and he fuund that the yeer
1821 was lowest, flonr mn that city being only
worth 3 75at that period.  Now it was tair for
him to presume that 1t was possible (for 1t had
happened since and nughtagain) that all foreign
produce might be excluded, and we none the
better for 1t ; that 13, it would nut rase the
price of our commodities ; that our surplus
productions nught beunsaleable,and agriculture
much depressed in spite of our protecting duty.”

This is smple proof of the utter fuulity of a
protecting duty in favuurable scasons.  Andin
the nature of things there must be tluctuation
in price, because there is great fluctuation in
the quantty of produce, while the consumption
remans the saing, or ruther gradually but regu-
larly increases by the increuse of poputation.—
No legislativn can prevent this tuctuation,
because no man can control or foresee the har-
vest. When it is bad, prices rise; whenit 18
good, prices foll.  One unfavourable season 1s
no goad reason for requnng legislative aid 5
and the average price of wheat for the last
seven years was Js. per buskel; as in 1885,
3s. 6d.; 1836, 4s.; 1337, 7s. 6d.; 1838, Gs. 8d.;
1839, 9e.; 1840, 4s. 9d.; 1841, 43. These were
the prices at Kingston in January of each year,

1t must also be remembered, that a part of
the agricultural class in Canada consists, and
always will, of those new setilers who do not
yet raise sufficient produce for their own ¢on-
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sumption, We have heard of one farmer who
for several years back has, on the average, sold
1600 bushels of wheat a year, having never sold
less than 1200 bushels, and some years 2000,—
There are other furmers also who grow large
quantities of wheat cvery year. But on the
other hand, not only the new settlers dispersed
throughout the Province, but also farmers in
gome of the oldest settlements, frequently do
not raise wheat enough for theirown consump-
tion. So that if a part, (the largest part,}) of
the farming interest require high, or at least
good prices for their produce, there is another
part of the same class who require low or at
least moderate prices, because they heve tobuy
instead of sell wheat.

It has been urged against the proposed duty,
that it would injure, if not destroy, the carryung
interest in Canada. How important this 18
may be mferred from the fact stated m Mr.
Cartwright's specch before mentioned, that
during the past season “upwards of 1,330 car-
goes were unladen from Schooners from the
West in the Port of Kingston ; having, among
other things, 30,000 tons of American produce
for Montreal.” This great amount of inland
commerce is of vast benefit to the Province
varions ways which we need not pomt out.—
We do not, however, suppose that the proposed
duty would destroy this commerce, thinking
rather that it would be entirely nugatory,as we
explained in our last ; but it would crump and
obstrnet it greatly, by imposing a necessity for
custom-house supervision, bunds, druwbacks,
&e., besides in all probabylity opening a door to
numerons frauds. To burden our infant com-
meree with these harrassing restrictions would
be highly injudicious, and should notbe dreamt
of withont an imperious necessity. As every
entry, and every delay have to be pad fory 2
system of duties and dravwbacks would add to
the cost of transportation, as well as hinder our
commercial operations.

The jargon of some political economists has
also been applied to this question. It hasbeen
argued as i there were no rule for determining
the issue—no standard of value by which to
judge the merits of the case—as if the farmer
had no principles for his guidance, but wag at
the merey of wind snd weather, times and
chances, helpless as one of his scare-crows,
passive as his weathercock, a woolly animal to
be fleeced whenever the season arrives, or a
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mere goose to be plucked by every curly-headed as casily as @ manufacturcr can fix the lowest
boy who has the range of the common. The price at which he will gell s goods. There
farmor cannot tell what lis wheat will fetch, 1t 1s wore fluctuation in the tarmer’s prices, be-
ig said : no, but he can tell what it ought to causeof the difference of seasons, but in all
fetch, There is a standard of value for wheat, fluctuations he has & stundard of value, and if
ae much as there is for cloth; and that standard he be constrained to sell below 1t, he hus at
is, the cost of production., This deterinines least the privilege of saying so, and of endeav-
the mtrinsic value of his wheat, and by adding ouring to obtain better prices f he can. It is
a reasonable profit he can determine what ought not on this ground, then, thut he can be driven
to be the current value, or solling price,and can from his purpose, or persuaded that he ought
thus know whether he sells it above, at, or be- to be satistied with whatever his produce will
neath its intrinsic value. The dogma has fetch, because that is its value. To this decree
passed into & maxim with some political econ- of a blind fute he 1s not at all inchined to sub-
omists—that ¢the value of a thing is what it mit, stll less to wonship her for a goddess who
will feteh,” but we acknowledge no.such blind holds his destiny in her hands. He is apt to
doctrine, For, unless the term value be there thunk that he has something to do in the
taken for current value, in which case it is & business, some right to exercise his free will
mere truism, it 13 alwogether delustve, inasmuch  and frec intcllect in the matter, and determine
as it assumes that there is no standard by which for himself what the state of the case 15, what
to determine the intrinsic value of any thing, it oughtbe, and how to make it what it ought
which every man knows to be absurd. The tobe. Thuse who preach to lum to b2 content
law of supply and demand affects only the cur-  with thiugs as they are, should first prove that
rent value, not the intrinsic. If the former what he complains of is unavoidable.  He does
fall and remain below the latter, less of the not quarrel with Providence ; but he i1s exceed-
article will be produced, until a short supply ingly apt to suspect the men who put them-
raises the price, or renders the current at least selvesin the place of Providence. Ifthey cannot
equal to the mtunsie value. But befure this convince his reason, they will hardly silence
effect can follow, the difference must cuntinue his complaints, or delay his efforts fur redress,
_for some time, 1f not appeer hikely to be perma-  In our remarks last month, we stated that
nent; for men will not stop or change their the farmer was entitled to protection or favour
occupattons for one or two unprofitable seasons. from the government, leaving the mode of pro-
Enghsh manufacturers will sometimes work tection for further consideration.  And, in the
therr mulls at a loss rather than let them and first place, the Canadiin farmer is prutected and
their capital pe idle.  And so the tarmer may favoured by the government, by the differential
for two, three, or four years grow wheat at a  duty on Canadian and foreign wheat and flour
loss rather than change lus plans ; but of the in EFogland. This difference 1s,1n point of fact,
loss be likely to continue or becume permanent a protection to the Canadian farmer to the
he would most assuredly change lus routine, amount of the difference, for the English mar-
and rather throw lis fields into grass than grow ket is the natural, and in gencral, only market
wheat below a remunerating price. for his surplus produce. For two years he hed
Bat why talk about 8 remunerating price, if a market in the United States, but that was
he be unable to tell what 1s a remunerating the exception, and is not likely to occur again.
pricc? And how can he tell that unless he And this protection is greater in amount than
can determine the intrinsic value, that is, the , many persons are aware of. On the 7th of
actual cost? There is a standard of appeal, January, the price of free Canadian flour at
and it is in reference to it that the farmer Liverpool was 33s. to 8s, 6d. sterhng : andof
speaks of selling his wheat or flour below the free American flour 36s. to $6s. 6d. sterling; the
value ; just as a merchant whose goods have duty on Canadian flour was 3s. 13d. sterling, and
sold u sacnfice at an auction says that they on American flour 16s. 73d. sterling, making a
have been sold below the value. The farmer protection or bounty in favour of Canadian flour
is not able to fix thg price at which his wheat of 18s, 6d. sterling, equal to about 15s. cur-
shall be sold ; but he ought to be able to fix rency on a barrel of flour. Itis true that this
the price at which it should not be sold. He difference of duty decreases as the price of flour
oughtto be sble to fix the minimum price, just rises, but unless the rise of flourbe so great as
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to amount to famine prices, there will still be o
considerable difference in favour of Canadian
flour. The price of flour at the ime quoted
above was high, and yet it left a difference of
about 198. currency in favour of the Canadian
farmer. It must not be supposed, then, that
his interests have been neglected by the govern-
ment, or that he has been treated as anoutcast
from the empire of which he forms a part. In
the markets to which his surplus produce must
be sent, he 1s protected by an important differ-
ence of duty., Of thosc markets the English
is the principal ;ethe athers are the Lower
Provinces, and the West Indies. In Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick there isa difference
of 5s. per barrel in favour of Canadian flour,
and m the West Indies we have nearly a mo-
nopoly of the trade, very much to the chagrin
of our ncighbours in the United States. There-
fore, if ull has not been done that the Canadian
farmer desires, at least he must not forget that
much has been done for his benefit ; that he
has not been overlooked in the management of
affairs, or treated as an ahien from lus father-
land.

1t is supposed, however, that o still further
benefit should be granted to the Canadian far-
mer, by sbolishing altogether the duty on lis
produce in the Enghish market ; and therequest
appears to be both just and reasonable. The
anly objection to 1t is, that as the English fur-
mer pays many taxes which are not paid in
Canada, it would not be just to admit Canada
produce into competition with his at equal
advantages. But the quantity of Canadian
produce that could, under the most favourable
circumstances, be sent to the Enghsh market,
would never be sufficient to make any material
difference in prices, and therefore it could not
injure the English farmer. The utmost quan-
tity that could be exported from Canada would
not more than equal one week’s consumption
in England, and by some persons it has been
calculated at much dess. Now, this amount
would make no muterial difference in English
prices, if indecd, any at all; and if a benefit
can be conferred upon Canadians without injur-
ing the English farmer, it should certainly be
done ; for, as we stated in our last, the Cana-
dian fermer has numberless evils and difficulties
to contend with, which neutralize his freedon
from rent and heavy taxes. The very difficul-
ty of bringing his produce to market by the
want of good roads, is in the back scttlements,
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almost insuperable.  We have heard many of
our backwoodsmen, having some of the finest,
most fertile wheat land in the province, say :—
“What 15 the use of our raising snore produce
than we can consumne ? for we cannot get it to
market.” ‘This difficulty and consequent ex-
pense of getting to market, is a heavy tax on
the Canadian farmer, and goes far to counter-
balance the advantages he possesses over the
farmer in England. Indecd, taking eall things
into account—the high price of labour, the
trouble and expense of clearing land, the length
and severity of the winter, and consequent dif-
ficulty, among other things, of keeping sheep
and cattle to profit, and the cost and labour of
getting produce to market—and we are satisfied
that these tiungs do, and will for many years,
counterbalance ihe freedom from rent and
heavy taxes enjoyed by the Canadian farmer.—
He may have less anxtety of nund than the
farmer in England labours under, but he has
far more severe bodily toul, 1ll repard, and long
continued ; and if 1t were not that he looks for-
ward with hope to the removal of many of his
difficulties by the grudual advance and improve-
ment of toe country, he would become dissatis-
ficd with his condiiion, and abandon in despair
the struggle with the ancient forests, arctic
winters, impassable roads, little or no assistance,
and mndifferent returns for his toil and expenses.,
If then, any fuvour can be shewn to him with-
out injury to his Enghsh brother, he deserves
tne favour, stationed as he is at the outposts of
civilization, and battling with formiduble duffi-
culties, in order to prepaxe for his posterity, bis
country, and the empire at large, a vast, clear
and smiling field for their cnterpnse, and an
easier lot and richer rewards thun have fallen to
his share 1n tlus outset of the struggle. He is
a pioncer in the grand march of cwvilization ;
and if the “gentlemen of England, who sit at
home in ease,” will but reflect on his condition,
they will not grudge him the limited boon
which he now desires, for it certaanly may be
granted without inflicting any injury worth
naming on the English farmer.

Moreover, powerful interests are at work in
England to obtain the total abrogation of all
protecting duties on bread stuffs—the entire
repeal of the Corn Laws. Itis well understood
that they do not benefit the farmer so much gs
the landlord, by keeping up rents. The Corn
Laws do not give higher profits to the farmer,
but higher rents to the landlord ; snd if they
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were abrogated, the difference to the farmer
would be that, if he had less prices for jus pro-
duce, he would pay less rent to his landlord,
gnd less poor-rate to the pansh, for cheaper
food would enable the poor to live at ievs ex-
pense. 'The pressure of population on the
mneans of subsistence )sincreasing every yearin
England, and the opinion grows stronger cvery
day that the corn law restrictions must soon
give way before that pressure ; and the casiest
way of introducing the change would be by
admitting Colonial bread-stufls frec of duty.—
Thus the way would be prepared for adnutting
foreign produce free, if the wants of the nation
should require it.  In this way there would be
no violent change, but a gradual opeming of a
trade, withont doing any violence to uny exist-
ing interests ; for the surplus produce of the
colonics ig, and must for many years remain,
too limited to make much impression on the
English market. To effectin this way a gra-
dual change in the Corn Law system, iv, there-
fore, an additional reason for adimtting Cana-
dian produce into England duty frce. The
Colonies, as integral parts of the Empire, limit-
ed in their trade to 1ts manufactures chuefly,
and prohibited from procuring many forcign
articles of constant necessity, (as few,) except
through English commerce, have certainly a
right to the most favourable consideration from
the Ymperial authorities, and may reasonably
expect that their produce be received in the
Mother Country without taxation. T'hey have
no desire either to embarrass the Imperial Gov-
ernment, or injure their brethren ¢t home ; for
they conccive that the object at which they aim
muy be granted withont any such effect, while
it would benefit them, and also to some extent
relieve the manufacturing and commercial
classes in England. On these grounds, then,
we think that this part of the case may be
mainteined, being fit and proper, reasonable
and just ; adapted to benefit Canada without
injuring Great Britain ; oither preparing the
way fora change in the Corn Laws, and the
relief of the non-proguctive classes there, or at
Icast so far relaxing the system as to render
such a thoraugh change unnecessary, by opcning
the trade only to the Colonics, but not to for-
cign nations; and by admitting the Colonies, as
integral parts of the Empire, to the same priv-
ileges as are enjoyed at home, and thus com-
pensating them for their restrictions in trade
to the Mother C;mntry. The duty on Cana-
A
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an flour h'cmg 3s. per barrel, and five bushels
of good wheat making « barre! of flour, if the
duty were taken off; 1t would add 7d. per bushel
to the farmer’s prices.  But as oll wheat is not
of that quality, we must make a reduction, and,
keeping under, rather than above the aserage,

we may estimate the saving at 6d. per bushel,

a difference which would be of grreat unportance
to the farmer, and would give him much more
strength and spirit to subdue the wilderness,—
Suppose that he raised 800 bushels of wheat,
the difference would be about £20 per annum,
which wounld pay the wages of a farm servant,
and thus enable him to inerease his annual pro-
duce. A change that would so greatly benefit
Canada, without producing. any injury, or but
very trifhng 1f any, at home, is certainly recom-
mended by the lighest considerations, both of
justice and expediency.  We know that there
15 2 powerful party, a majority, at home who
will resizt any, even the shghtest change in the
Corn Law system ; but surely cven they will
not refuse to their Cofonial fellow-subjects in
this western wilderness the inconsidemble
change liere sought, ‘T'hey need not fear that
we chall overwhelin them with a flood of golden
grain, or shake the “fast-anchored isle” from
1ts ancient noorings by any of our puny cfforts.
I'o them these cfforts are as nothing, mere
aleanings of the harvest field, though tous
they are afl-important.  In such a caseweiray
fanrly expeet but hittle opposition from any quar-
ter in Bngland.

We have adverted to the Canada carrrying
trade as an interest that desenes cncourage-
ment, but certainly not in opposition to the
farming mterest.  In 2 country so exclusively
agricultaral as Canada iy, the interest of the
merchant or forwarder deserves no political
consideration, cxcept so far as their prosperity
is derived trom the agriculturist, or so far as
they promote his prosperity. Their interests
are cither artificial, or pohitically unimportant
compared to his. Canadian laws should re-
gard the merchant chiefly as he is a factor for
the farmer, while the interest of the latter
ought to be promoted as the most vital consid-
cration for all classes. The frce admission of
Awmerican wheat does political injury, by mak-
ing the Canadian farmer supposc that the
American has all the advantages of his own
market, and of ours likewise. And the injury
done is also to the pockets as well as the spirit
ofthe country, by the way in which the business
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is gencrally managed. The statément that
Canadian prices are not affected by the intro-
duction and transport of American wheat duty
free, holds good only on the supposition that
the wheat was purchased with funds that Cana-
dians could not obtain, and had no right to ex-
pect. * But the government of an agricultural
country will regard the case as being very dif-
ferent when the money which ought to have
bought Canadian wheat is c¢mployed to circu-
late the crop of Ohio, leaving the Canadion
farmer almost without a market at any price.—
It will thus be observed that, though we admt
the farmer to be wrong in supposihg that his
evils arise wholly from American wheat passing
throdgh Canada, we yet admit also that it im-
poses a hardship upon him when these Ameri-
con transactions unhinge Canadian currency.

Banks cither were required to circulate the
crop of Canada, or they were not.  If not, why
were they established?  But if they were, why
should they circulate the crop of Ohio? The
farmer is more injurcd than if there were no
banks ; or, at all events, he is more disappoint-
ed, for in trusting to them he often trusts to a
broken reed. To the banks we attribute much
of the cvil complained of by the farmer, in al-
lowing their means to be applicd to purposes
never contemplated n their institution. The
design of our Legislature in granting prisileges
to moneyed corporations, was altogether for
the purpose of their funds being employed
wholly for the benefit of the Province. Who
will say that this object bas been kept in view
by the chartered banks?  'We do not mean to
say that it could be kept in view in every casc,
but we know many instances of advances by the
Banks to the Rochester millers and Olio spec-
ulators, when these institutions were perfectly
aware of the facts, and of the moral obligation
attached to the Country’s banking capital, and
acted thus for the sake of making more profit
than they could out of Canadian transactions.
We know also, that if this extra profit can he
gained, the Banking Capital of what was Upper
Canada will continue to be thus directly and
indirectly applied to purposes foreign to the
farmer’s interests, and, as we have explained,
to the interest of the country.

In this view of the case another plan has
been proposed, which is true in principle, and
which would embrace the whole question, and
remove all the complaints at one operation ;
that is, to obtein an act of the Imperial Parlia-
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ment putting Canada on the samo footing as
Jreland, in fact making it o kind of Enghsh
county, with a floating bridge across the Atlan-
tic, by which the duty on Canadian wheat and
flour n lLingland should be abolished, and an
Impenal duty of 5. sterling per barrel, and 1s.
sterling pus bushel, should be collected 1n Can-
ada on all flour and wheat imported from the
States, which should then pass free into Eng-
land. By this transfer of the Imperial duty
from the Enghsh ports to the Canadian frontier
or Custom housecs, the foreign gran having
pard the nccessary duty before coming into
Canada, all grain exported from the Pravince
would be viewed as Canadian, and be entered
in England duty free. \We know not how far
the Home Government would be disposed to
sanction such an arrangement, but it sould
entircly satisfy the Canadian farmer, for he
would have a protection of Is, sterhng per
bushel, not only in the export trade, but also
in hishome market. The duty would be levied
for Imperial, not Provincial, purposes. And
there would be no new restriction on trade, but
merely a present restriction removed from one
part of the Empire to another. The few, the
very few, in England who could see m this any
modification of the Corn Laws in favourof the
manufacturing classes, would have sufficlent.
patrioiism to perceive that any extra quantity
of foreign gram which this plan would introduce
into England, would have paid in the duty
levied, and in the increese and prosperity of
the Canada carrying trade, and British shipping,
qute sufficient charges; and this class, to whom
alone the proposed arrangement might have to
bereconciled, would see that the advantage to
the Province, the right arm of the Britsh em

pire, 19 a point of vital political importance.—
For if our hmited monarchy, by not being able
to appeal to the advancement of the country,
and the individual prosperity of the people, as,
@ proof of its fitness for this side the Atlantic,
should appear shorn of its beams and deprived
of its strength, a strong argument against our
revered institutions would here be found, In
England, where distress arising from over popu-
lation and over working istoo apt to ascriba its
miseries to public rather thanindividual causes,
the agriculturist would sce another stropg
reason for this plan, in that it would settle for
a long time to come all discussion upop the
irritating subject of the Corn Laws, the bad
cffects arising from which he knows have been
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50 great that if the evils he anticipates from
repealing those laws were realised, whatever
might be the effect upon the country, the cffect
on the agricultural labourer conld not be worse
than it has been. We could have no fear in
appealing to the sympathy of the English agri-
culturist in favour of the Canadian, and our
argument has reference chicfly to a class who
have far too much influence with the agricultu-
ral interest, namely, the Mark Lane factors, o
sot of men that we must regard as one of those
coalitions whose political power, like that of
the speculators in this country, is always an in-
jury, never a benefit,

We rejoice, however, to know that brighter
days dewn upon Canade. The confidence the
country reposes iz Lord Sydenham and the
ministry permits persons of influence here
honestly to advise the moneyed men of England
who trust in the present stability and future
greatness of this noble province, which may be
regarded as one immeuse wheat ficld, to cmploy
their capital in the purchase of its produce.—
Already the system has commenced of capital-
ists in England communicating directly with
the Canadian millers. The best informed
classes in England having thus already come
to our assistance, it will not be long before the
other grain deslers and consumers, finishers of
goods, bakers, &c., will have their correspond-
ents in the intenor of Canada, instead of buying
Chnadian flour after it had passed through three
or four different hands, and of coursebeen sub-
jected to as many agencies, commissions, and
profits. The present advantages will, perhaps,
chiefly accrue to those spirited individuais who
first adopted the true plan of coming for their
supplies to the fountain head ; but the Canadian
farmer, at no distant peniod, will derive all the
benefit himself. These are bright hopes for
him. Canada brought into the position of an
English County, getting the full price for its
produce, less by the mere charges of transpor-
tation to market.

» These are bright hopes also for the settle-
ment of the country, and for the dense popula-
tion at home, pining in dependence and misery.
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For with the inducements which we believe
the Canedian agriculturist will have, many
years will not elapse until in Canada is pro-
duced, by English agriculturists, wheat enough
for ever to put a stop to all Corn Law clamour,
And these prospects being realised, how great
an amount of prosperity they will secure to the
Enghsh manufacturer. Instead of having a
straitened state of money matters pesiodically
induced by money being drafted to the continent
of Europe to buy bread for the people of Eng-
land, he will have that money laid out in man-
ufacturing mstead of agricultural prodnctions ;
because Englishmen have English habits ; and
the greater smount of wheat imported from
Canada, the greater number of Englishmen are
employed in 1ts production, who will all require
to be clothed by the manufacturer.

In conclusion we would remark, that whatev~
er plans may eventuglly be adopted, the benefit
will be as great to the people of England as to
the Canadian Colonist ; for if such a state of
things as we anticipate be brought about, if
every men in England be not o producer there,
he can be made a producer here by being sent
hither. Ard the people of Canada may rest
assured that the Governméht by n large and
systemized emigration, one of the great mea-
sures which will immortalize the ministry of
England, have in view the realizing to the
English popufation and the Canadian farmer,
all the practical blessings which humen laws
and regulations can effect.

That this question is deeply interesting to
England, as well as to Caneda, is shewn by the
following calcalation, copied from the Lizerpool
Albion ;:—

«Every shilling added to the price of grain
in England, 1s cqual to a tax upon the people
of Twe Milhons Six Hundred Thousand pounds
—a nse of five shillings would take from the
consumers a sum sufficient to maintain the land
and sea forces for a twelvemonth—upwards of
twelve millions and 2 half. A tax upon one
part of the commumity, not for defence, for jus~
tice, for education, nor for religion ; butfor the
benefit of another portion of the community,
thirty thousand landholders.”
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Tus expected re-unton of the Canadas nto
one Province was effected on the 10th of Feb-
ruery, by the following Proclamation, which
was jssued at Muontreal on the 5thy and at
Toronto on the 9th of that month,

A PROCLAMATION.

PROVINCR OF E SYDENIIAM.

CaNALa,

VICTORILA, by the Grare of GOD, of the
United ICingdom of Great Britain and
Ircland, QUEEN, Defender of the Faith.

To ull our luring suljicts whom these prescnts 3y conceen,

Guerrine:

WIIERE;\S, for the goold Government of otr
Provinces of Upper Canada and Low er Canade.,
and for the securnity o’ the nghts and hiberties,
and the presenation of the interests ot'all classes
of our subjects witlin the same, it 1s by an
Act of Parliament of the United Kingdomn of
Great Brizuin and lIreland, made and passed in
the fourth year gf our Reign, intituled “ An
Act to re-unite the Provinces of Upper Canada
and Lower Cunada, and for the Guvcrnment ot
Canada,” amongst othee things enacted, that
it shall be lawful for U, with the advice of
our Priny Council, to declare or to authorise
the Governor General of our said two Provinces
of Upper and Lower Canady, to declare that
the saul two Prounces upon, trom and after a
certun day in such Proclzmation to be ap-
pointed, such day beiny withm Filteen Calen-
dar Months next, afier the passing of the said
Act, shall form and be one 1'rovince under the
name of the Province of Canaua. and thence-
forth the said Provinces shall constitute and be
one Province, under the name aforecuid, npon,
from and aficr the duy 50 apputnted as atoresad
~—and whereas, 1 pursuunce and exerche of
the pow ers 50 veaicd in us by the suid recsicd
Act, wedid on the Tenth day oft August, Gire
Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty, with the
advice of our Privy Council, authorise the

Governor General of the said two Piovinces of
Upper and Lower Canada, to declure by Pro-

clamation, that the said two Provinces upon,

from and after a certain day m such Proclama-

tion to b: appointed, such day being witlun

Fifteen Calendor Months neat, alter the pass-

ing of the sawd Act, should form and be one

Province under the name of the Provmce of
Canada :

Now know ye therefore, that our nght trosty
and well beloved Conncillor, CHARLES,
BARON SYDENHAM, nur Governur Gene-

SUMMARY.,

SUMMARY.

ral of our sud two Provinces of Upper and
Lower Canada, hath in pursuance of the Pro-
vistuns of the saud reeited Act, end under and
by virtue of the power and authonity by US
granted ta him as aforesaul, deteranned to de-
clare, and 1t 1s by this our Royal Proclamation
declared that the sawd Provinces upon, from and
atter the TENTII day of this present month
of FEBRUARY, shall form and be one Pro-
vinee, nnder the name of the Province of Ca-
nadg, of which 4ll our loving subjects and all
vthers concc roed, are to take notice and govern
themselves accordingly.

{x TestTivosy Wurrsor, we have cassed
these our Letters to be made Patent, and
thy Great Seul of our said Provinee of
Lower Canada to be hereunto affixed.

Witness our right trusty and well beloved
the Right Honourable CHARLES, BA-
RON SYDENIIAM, of Sydenham, in
the County of Kent, and Toronto in Ca-
nada, Governor General of British North
Awmerien, and Captain General and Gover-
nor-in-Chief 1n and over our Provinces of
Lower Canada and Upper Canada, Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick, and the Jsland of
Prince Edward, and Vice Admiral of the
same.

At our Government Iouse, in our City of
Montreal, in our said Province of Lower
Canada, the FIFTII day of FEBRUARE,
in the vear of our Lord One Thousand
Eizht tundred and Foriy-One, and inthe
Fourth year of our Reign.

By command,
D. DALY,
Secretary of the Province.

At ‘Toronto, His Excellency Sir George
Arthur assembled the Executive Councilin
the Council Chumber, 1n which were present
His Excelleacy’s suste, the Judges, the Heads
of Departments, the Mayor and Corporation of
Toronto, and a number ¢t pnvate gentlemen,
By ilis Excellency’s command the Proclama-
tion was then read by R. A. Tucker, Esquire,
Provincal Secrelary, and atterwards His Ex-
cellency read the following Address to the
Mayor of T'oronto :—

M. Mavor:

As a consequence of the Re-union of
the Canadag, my Admmstration of the Govern-
ment of the Upper Province will, under Her
Majesty’s Comumnission, necessanly cease after
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this day ; I thercfore avail mysclt’ with very
smcere pleasure, of your presence vn this acca-
sion, to express through you, as the Chiel
Magistrate of Toronto, my most cordial thanks
for the support and co-operation which 1 have
at all tunes recerved from the authoriies and
inhabitants of this city, and to ofier you the
assurance that my contidence m the loyulty ot
the ciizens oi T'oroato, a.ad of their attachment
to Iler Mnjesty’s sacred Person, hes suffered
no dimmution since [ was called vpon unine-
diately uponmy arnival in this country, to cx-
press Her Majesty®s most gracious approbation
of therr condust, under circumstances ot pecu-
liar trial,

1 feel persuaded, Mr, Mayor, that the citizena
of Toronto will transter the same frendly
feeling which I have expenienced from them to
the Governor of Canady, who will to-morrow
assume the Executive functions over the Unt-
ted Province ; and, as Lord Sydenhum 1
charged with a most onerous duty, 1 persvade
myself that with true Briush feeling, ther
gencrous support will be enlirged towards 1his
Excellency, 1n proportion to the mnercased diffi-
colties with which his Governinent must fur a

scason have to contend.
{Signed) GEO. ARTIIUR.
His Excellency then read the following Ad-
dress to the Members of the Executive Coun-
cil 1—

The Honourable RonerT Barpwin Sunueay,
“ WinLiasm ALLAN,

&« Aveustus Barowiy,
¢ WiLnias Hesry Drareg,
“ Ricuarp A, T'vexen.

*

As the labours of the Executive Council of
Upper Canada will cease after this day, T feel it
a duty, as well as a great pleasure, on this
occasion to record my sincere thanks for the
cordial support you have umformly afforded me
during my administration of the Government.

The zeal with which your important duties
as Councillors have been discharged, has been
as remarkable ay the patient industey you have
employed 1n the investigation of all subjects
which [ have found 1t necessary to bring under
your notice ; and, I take my leaveof’ you with
sentiments ot the most cordial esteem und pe.-

sonal regard. .
GEO. ARTHUR.

(Signed)

Having laid the address on the Conncil table,
His Excellency bowed to the Judges, lleads of
Departments, and others present, and said, that
in taking leave, he begged to express the same
sentiments to ail of them.

On the 10th of February, 3 grand Banquet
was given to Ilis Excellency Sir George
Arthur, by the merchants, bankers, and other
gentlemen of Toronto, Isaac Buchanan, Esq.,
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Presicent of' the Board of 1rade, in the Chair.
About une hundred and fitty gentlemen sat
down to dinner, and the proceedings of the
cvenmng gave the highest pleasure to all—
When His Excellency’s health was proposed, it
was rccetved by the company with the utmost
enthustaem, and Sie George returned thanks in
ncarly the tollowing words t—

Mu. PrrsinesT :—To say that Tam highly
gratitied by your kindness i giving me this
sumptuous banquet, or that [ feel most highly
honouvred by the menner in which you have
rexponded to the toast which, in terms so high-
1y flat.ertng, your chairman has been pleased to
propose, would be but famtly to express the
unbounded satiztaction 1 derive from such a
manitestation of your kind sentiments towards
e, 1n anticipation of my carly departure from
Canadu.—lmagine what, under euch circumn-
stances, would be vour own feclings, and a
better criterion will be afforded than any fan-
guage can convey, of what mmne are at thig
moment.

Occaztons like the present are ordinanly taken
of reviewing the general measures and policy
of our Adnunisiration ; but I am sure you will
appreciate my motives in departing from that
custom, and foregoing an opportunity 1 migife
otherwze have been tempted to seize : for [
see around me so many persons, who, though
kndly united towards me, maintain such differ-
ent optnions npon some of the topics upon
which I must aceessanly touch, that L will not
run the nizk of inadvertently giving utterance
to a sentiment or opsnton which might be dis-
cordant to the feelings of any gentleman present.

There 1z, however, one subject upon v hich [
must take the opportunity of suying a few
words : lallude to the all-unportant event 1n
which every inhabitant of Canada is so decply
nterested. It hes miven me the wtmost cop-
cern to tind that this great political measure hog
caused much depress:on and some excitement
in this aty, In conseguence of cn impression
which generally prevaily, that the Legslature
15 to mect at, und, conzequently that the seat
of Government 13 to be removed to Kingston,
and this opimon seems to have been circulated
in tertns of umitation.  Ido not pretend, Sir, to
possers any certin information of what may be
the ulamate deeision as to where the seat of
Government for the Province of Canadn shall
eventually be fixed ; and great as are the
talents of Lord Sydenham, and certamly, 1
believe, nomai of equal ability has ever yet
administered the Government of the British
Province:~—1I consider 1t scarccly possible for
the Governor General yct to have come to a
final decision upon so momentous a subject.—
It cannot be consicered exclusively with refer-
ence to the feelings and convenience of the
members for what was Upper Canads, nor must
1t be forgotten that no small advantage has
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been obtained in having the Seat of Govern-
ment within the precincts of what was that
Province, and that this concession alone must
be regarded with some dissatisfaction by our
fellow-subjects of Lower Canada. 1 speak
now without the least authority, but I can rea-
dily understand that the Governor may consi-
der, under the circumstances, that Kingston is,
in many respects the most eligible place for the
Legislature to commence its labours, as being
central in its position, and less than any other
place at this moment likely to generate jeal-
ousy.

But whether Kingston shall, or shall not be
finally selected as the Seat of Government, you
may confidently rely upon it that a step so
important will not be taken, until those who
have no interest in the choice, but the deepest
anxiety for your general good, shall have given
toit, in all its views, the fullest consideration.
Not only will this occupy the care of His Ex-
cellency the Governor General, but also that of
Her Majesty’s Ministers, who, I am sure, will
never be insensible to the sufferings of the
country, nor will they ever be found wanting
to mitigate those sufferings should a Fwacrifice
of particula advantages be found necessary for
the general good.

His Excellency concluded by declaring that
he should never cease to feel the warmest inter-
est in the future prosperity of the City which
had been the scene of his Administration ; and
proposed the Toast of «The Mayor and the
City of Toronto.”

On the 10th of February, His Excellency
Lord Sydenham opened Her Majesty’s’ Com-
mission at Montreal, and took the necessary
oaths of office as Governor of the Province of
Canada ; after which His Excellency held a
Levee which was very numerously attended.—
The following Proclamation was then issued
by His Lordship :

SYDENHAM.
A PROCLAMATION.

N obedience to the commands of the Queen

I have this day assumed the Government of

the Province of Canada. Upper and Lower

Canada, separated for fifty years, are once more

re-united, and henceforward will form but one
Province under one administration.

On my arrival in Lower Canada I declared
that one of the main objects of my Mission
was, to put an end to the Suspension of the
Constitution in that Province, and to restore to
its inhabitants the full benefits of British Insti-
tutions, ‘That object is accomplished. By the
TImperial Act which fixes the Union, represent-
ative Government is again established, and that
control by the People over their own affairs,
which is deemed the highest privilege of Brit-
ons, is once more restored to them. The Act

SUMMARY.

which provides for this, affixes certain condi:
tions to the grant, over which the Provincia

Legislature can exercise no authority ; while
it leaves to the final arbitration of that Legis-
lature all questions but those which the Impe-
rial Parliament in jts wisdom has deeme

essential itsell’ to determine—the Legislative
Reunion—the establishment of a secure an

firm administration of Government—and the
maintenance of the due relations of Colony an

Parent State. Efforts have been sedulously
made to deceive the unwary, and especially
some of our fellow subjects of French originy
upon this point—to represent these Provisions
as injurious—to treat them as susceptible ¢

change here—und to excite opposition whic

can only prove as mischievous as it must be
useless.

» I rely, however, on these efforts proving una-
vailing ; and appeal with confidence to the
loyalty and good sense of the Inhabitants of
Lower Canada, of whatever origin, so to use
the power which is now again committed 10
their hands as to justify the trust which Our
Sovereign and the Imperial Parliament have
reposed in them, and cordially to join in an
endeavour to promote the common interest o

the United Province.

In Upper Canada the sense of the peoplé
was declared fully and freely, through their
Constitutional organs, upon the great ques-
tion of the Union itself, and on the principles
on which it should be based. Those prin-
ciples have been adopted by the Imperial Par-
liament, and it will ever be matter of the utmost
gratification to me, that my humble efforts have
aided in perfecting a measure, securing, as
firmly believe, to that Province, which I reglll'd
with feelings of affection as well as interest
advantages which it could attain by no other
means.

Inhabitants of the Province of Canada !~
Henceforward may you be united in sentiment
as you are, from this day, in name. Who ca
visit, as it has been my good fortune to do, the
extensive regions which are now united in one
common denomination, and fail to acknowledge
the vast resources they present for all that cab
conduce to the comforts and happiness of man?
A part of the Mighty Empire of England—pro-
tected by Her Arms—assisted by Her Treasury
—admitted to all the benefits of Trade as He?
Citizens—your freedom guaranteed by HeF
Laws, and your rights supported by the sympa~
thy of your Fellow-Subjects there—Canac®
enjoys a position unsurpassed by any Country
in the World.

It is for you, its inhabitants, to cultivate
those advantages—to avail yourselves of the
new Era which now opens upon you. d
Gracious Sovereign and the people of Engla®
watch with anxiety the result of the gre®
change which has fo-day received its comple
tion. It is the first wish of the Queen to rlllz
in the hearts of Her Subjects, and to feel the*
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they are contented and prosperous under Her
wild and just sway 3 Her Parhament and Gov-
ornment In conferring on you new Institutions
have songht only your happiness and advan-
tage.  In your hands rests now your own fate,
and by the use which you will make of the
opporturuty, must it bo decided.  Mag the all-
wise disposor of events so ordamn your acts that
they may tend to the promotion of Peace and
Happiness amongst you, and way IHe pour His
Blessing upon that Union of which it 13 my
pleasing duty this day, to announce to you the
completion,

Given under my Hand and Seal at Arms, at
the Government-House, in the City of
Montreal, in the smd Province of Canada,
the TENTH day of FEBRUARY, in the

v year of Our Lord One Thousand Eight
Hundred and Forty-One, andin the Fourth
year of Her Majesty’s Reign.

By command,

D. DALY,
Seeretary of the Province.

On the same doy Lord Sydenham issucd a
commission appointing Sir George Arthur
Deputy Governor of that part of the Province
heretofore known as Upper Canada. It is
undestood thet Sir George will remain at
Toronto until Spring, exercismg the same
powers a3 before the Re-union.

On the same day also was issued a proclama-

tion by Lord Sydenham, continuimg the Court
of Chancery at Toronto until further notice.

The following announcement declares the
appointment of the Executive Council for the
Province of Canada:

Qffice of the Secretaryof the Provinee,
Montreal, 18th February, 1841.

His Excellency the Governor General has
been pleased to make the following appoint-
ments, viz 1—

The Hon. RoBERT Barpwiy Svrrivay and
Joun Hevry Duxy, of the aty of Toronto,
Doyixick Davy, of the city of Quebee, SasusL
Bearry Harrisoy, of the sard city of Toronto,
Cuaries Riciiarp O6bEN, of the aity of Mon-
treal, WiLriay Heney Drares and Rosext
BaLpwix, of the smd aty of Toronto, and
Cuarrgs DEwey Day, of the sad city of Mon-
treal, to ke Members of Her Majesty’s Execu-
tive Council of the Province of Cannda,

The Honourable Dosusick Davry and San-
veL Beaney Harrison, to be Secretaries of the
said Province of Canada.

Thioaas AmtoT, of the said City of Quebec,
Esq., to be Clerk of the Crown m Chancery
for the Province of Canada.

His Excellency the Governor General has
been pleased 1o appoint Douwick Davy, Esq.,
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and 8, B. Harnisox, Bsq., to be respectively
Her Majesty's Secretary for the Province of
Cunada,

Mr. Daly will conduct the correspondence
for that part of the Province heretofore the
Province of l.ower Canada, and Mr. Harrison
for that part heretofore the Province of Upper
Canada,

By Command,
T. W. C. Muvrpocn,
Chief Sccretary.
Government House,
Montreal, Fcb. 18, 1841, 2

On the (5th of February a Proclamation was
issued calling a Provineial Pashament, the writs *
of election to bear date on the !0th of Februa-
1y, and be returnable on the 2tb of April. By
another Proclamation of the same date,, the
Parhament 1s summoned to meet ot Kivastox,
on the 8th of Apnl, not, however, for the
despatch of” business, and they will not, in all
probability, meet until May. Kingston having
been selected as the Seat. of Government for
the Umted Province, the necessary preparations
were begun for providing accommodations for
the Parliementary and Government offices.—~
Baron Grant's house, near Kingston, has been
leascd for three years, as a residence for the
Governor General.  The Parliament will hold
its sittings in the new general Hospital, which
has large wards, adapted for the purpose ; and
thepublic offices will be held in the large new
building belonging to the Marine Rail Way
Company. This range of stone buildings was
intended for thirty-two houses, and therefore is
well adapted for public offices.

On the 1¢th of February, the following
Proclamation was issued for prescrving peace
at the clections :—

A PROCLAMATION,

'\'VHEREAS Writs of Election have this
day been 1ssued in due form of Law, for
calling a Provincial Parflament, returnable on
Thursday, the Eighth day of April next, I do
therefore, hereby charge and command all She-
nffs, Justices of the Peace, and other Magis-
trates residing within any of the Counties,
Cities or Towns of this Province, that they do
effectually repress all tumults, riots, outrages,
and breaches of the Peace within their respec-
tive jutisdictions : AndI do further earnestly
and solemnly exhort, enjoin, call wupon, and
command all the Queen’s subjects that they do
come forward upon the first appearance or ap-
prehension of any such disturbance as afore-
gaid, as they are bound by their duty to rer
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Majesty, by their regard for the general inter-
est, and by the obligation of the law, and that
they be actively aiding and assisting, to all
Sherifls, Justices of the Peace, and other Ma-
gistrates, in enforcing the law against all evil-
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Given under my Hand and Seal at Arms; b
the Government House, in the city of Mob*
treal, in the said Province of Canads, the
Nineteenth day of February, in the yeo!
of our Lord one thousand eight hund

of

doers, and protecting their fellow-subjects in and forty one, and in the fourth year
1he exercise of their rights, against all forcible, Her Majesty’s Reign.
illegal, unconstitutional interterence, control or By His Excellency’s command,
aggression. D. DALY,
Secretary of the Province.
The following is a correct List of the names of Returning Qfficers and places of Election
Sor the different Counties, Ridings, and Towns,
— ——
COUNTIES AND TOWNS. PLACE OF ELECTION. DATE. RETURNING OFFICER.
Glengartys .o evresnrecnean, Wilhamstown,. . covvvvn e March 15|Alexander McMartin.
Storment, Moulinette,. .. .... N .. 15|James Pringle.
Prescotty . e evviieninsnnennns L’Original,. o veeivveeenannn 15{Charles P. Treadwe}.
Russell. ........ New Edinburgh,............. g{Robert Lang.
Cornwall,. ... Cornwall,.ooviviiinnnnanss 221Guy Carleton Wood.
DUndas, «+veenrrneniinnss { ng;f;ggrfgq;r. West Wil § 3|Robert Cline.
Grenville,. . ... P Prescotty. o ooviiiinnanin 8|Adiel Sherwood.
At or near the Toll Gate
Leeds, ..ccvuns N in Elizabethtown, .. . .. } 15|George Crawford.
Brockville, Brockville, . .o oo vvnvnnn .l .. 15|James Jessup.
Lanark,........ Perth,e....ovvnvivnnnn... .. 29/Alexander McMillan.
Carleton, ....... ceeees|Bytown, . oiiii it .. 922|George R. Burke.
Bytown,.ovaviurneniinianans Bytown,. .ot veeurnareeiann ..  8|George W. Baker.
Frontenac, Kingston, ccavseeenvereeenns .. 8|Thomas Kirkpatrick.
Kingston,. . .ooeeveninias ««|Kingston,. .. oiiiiiiiaii, .. 922|James Sampson.
Prince Edward,......cov.vu Picton, . vovvvineniinanen . .. 8{Owen McMahon.
Lenox and Addington,.2..... Bathyooovvniiiniiiiinnn, .. 15|Allan McDonell.
Hastings,...covuvennean... Baleville, ov.vuv.. e .. 9221J. W. Dunbar Moodie,
Northumberland, South Riding,[Colborne,........... .. 22|Jobn Steele.
Northumberland, North Riding,}Peterboro’, .. 15|Alexander S. Fraser.
Durham,......cociviinenn Clarke, late Newtonville, ... .. .. 22|Henty S. Reid.
Toronto,....ovneevnnnnnneen Toronto,.ovvvvnneiiinenenns .. 15jRobert Stanton.
York, First Riding,.......... Thorohill, eoovvvnviiiias, ..  8{Benjamin Thorne.
York, Seconddo. .......... Streetsville, .. covvveveannn. .. 8{John Hector.
York, Third do. .......... Posts Inn, Pickering,......... .. 8|Lawrence Heyden.
York, Fourthdo. .......... Newmarket, s oo vveevevarenns ..  8|Charles Scadding.
SIMCoe, v vt ireeanaranen Barrie, .« ieeesceroreraaaans .. 15/Samuel Richardson.
Halton, East Riding,......... Palermo,.......... [P .. .. 15|Richard George Beasley.
Halton, West do. ........ Guelphy oo vveieiiianiiann .. 15{Adam J. Ferguson.
Hamilton,..... Ceeeree s Hamilton, «.ovveeveieenanas .. 8|Arthur Bowen.
Wentworth,. ....coivvennnnn Hamilton,........ vese e .. 15|Allan McDonell.
Lincoln, North Riding,....... St. Catharines,.....covvavvns .. 8{Burrage T. McKyes.
Lincoln, South do. ....... Port Robinson,....covevvenens .. 8|Gilbert McMicken.
Haldimand, .......0c00naenn [T . .. 15/Henry W. Nelles.
Niagara,..ooviinnneieanenns Niagara,. . covvevieninnnrnns .. 8|John L. Alma.
Norfolk, coviveernnnrnnnnne Simcoe, . venevienen eeraenas . 15/John B. Grouse.
Oxford,. « o vovieesveeninnnn. Woodstock, e covevveneeninas . 15{James Ingersoll.
Middlesex, e eoveveeeinnnnnn. London, ovvvvniievnns ceves . 15!John Wilson.
Londom, ecvoevenrnanenninn, London, ..... PR P . 22 John Wilson.
Sandwich, . .vveveniinn v . 22|Robert Mercer.
.|Chatbam, . 22\George W. Foott.
Goderich, 22|Henry Hyndman. -
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No returns having been rccoived from many persons to whom the Review has
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in order that we may ascertain the total number required.

Messrs. Avmour & Ramsay, of Montreal, will reccive Subscnptnous in that Gity
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Every Post-master, or other person, procuring six Subscribers, and remitting the
Subscriptions, shall receive a copy eraTis, for. the same period.
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