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SHOULD THE OLD COUNTY BOARD CERT.IFICATES BE RECALLED?

I+ is supposed to be the privilege of the

County Boards of Examiners to recall the

old County Board Certificates. Whether
that privilege should be exercised at an
early day is a matter worthy of some con-
sideration.

That the standard.of examination is now
much higher than formerly is not to be
disputed. Under the old regime the stan-
dard of 'the profession was as various as
the different Boards of the Vrovince. In
some counties the examirations were
formerly partly oral and partly written, and
varied according to the ideas of the differ-
ent Boards. The result of this was really
that there was no standard at all— first
class certificate in one county being no
better than a second in another. This
variety .arose from two circumstances.
First, each Board prepared its own ques-
tions, and second, there was no uniformity
of vahlation. Under the new system,
much of this diversity has been overcome.
By the preparation and valuation of the
examination papers by a certain Board, a
uniform standard of qualification has been

secured, and it'is only from the diversity of
therqudgment of different Boards of Exam-
iners that any diversity at all can take
place in the value of certificates in different
counties. :

Itis now contemplatcd, we believe, to
recall the old County Board certificates,
thus obliging all to comply with the new
standard. To this we cannot object, in
fact, as we believe the tendeacy would be
beneficial both to the interests of education
and teachers themselves.

There is no doubt that the impression is
fast gaining ground among Boards of Trus-
tees, that a third class certificate under the
new system is just as good as the highest
certificate given by the old County Boards.
If this be true, it follows that, on this score,
those holding old County Board certificates,
who could pass a third class examination,
would lose nothing. But tnen, there is an-
other consideration. Many certificates
were given “until recalled,” and the im-
pression was that, so long as the teacher’s
conduct was becoming, his educational
status would not be called in question. We
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are aware that there are no legal grounds
for such an assumption on the part of the
teacher. But we are yet compelled to be-
lieve that many holding such certificates
would feel that, though perhaps not #Zegally

dealt with, yet they were at the least karshly |

dealt with, and a legal rendering of their
case made to tell to their disadvantage.

To overcome the difficulty that would
arise in this way, we propose that all ex-
cept first class certificates should be re-
called unconditionally. In regard to those
holding first class certificates, we would
propose that their case should be left in
the hands of the County Boards of Exam-
iners, to be dealt with at their discretion,
under certain conditions. For instance :
they might be required to produce certain
evidences of their success as teachers,
which, if satisfactory to the Board, would
. entitle them to a special certificate, valid
during pleasure. This would enable the
Board to compel those teachers to undergo
examination who were apparently behind
the times, whereas it would allow the
aithful and successful teachers to continue
on in the even tenor of their ways.

The advantages of this proposal are quite
apparent. Those who are advanced in
years, and who, by faithful services ren-
dered, have certain claims upon the public,
would have these claims respected. It is
certainly no small burden, if not an inpo-
sition, upon a teacher at fifty or fifty-five
years of age to revise his studies so as to
undergo examination, and particularly if he
undertakes to get up the new work re-
quired for second class certificates. If]
however, he can urge his success as a teach- |
er, as an offset to any deficiency in the |

newer branches, he will feel that his profes-
sional status is respected, and his services,
to a certain extent, appreciated. That
such a course would be fair and right, we
believe no one can doubt.

But it might be objected that such a
course would not accomplish the object in
view, viz : the cutting off of those who are
faithless and negligent. We answer, that
their fate would be entirely in the hands of
the County Boards of Examiner;. No cer-
tificate would be valid except those issued
after the date of recall. And ifit was felt,
on consideration by the County Board,
that any teacher was deficient in his attain-
ments, they could require him to submit to
examination. The granting of special cer-
tificates would only apply in such cases as
the Board felt that no injury could be in-
flicted upon the profession or the public.

It might be objected again, that the de-
sign of raising the status of the profession
to a uniform standard of attainments would
be defeated by this scheme. We answer
again, that the injury on this score would
be very slight, if any at all.  All below the
first class would at least be cancelled. And
in the case of those holding first class cer-
tificates, so far as the approval of the
Board was concerned, or so far as the L-
cense to teach was concerned, it would be
more an evidence of success in the profes-
sicn than an evidence of educational stand-
ing. The number of old first class certifi-
cates that would be affected by thisarrange-
ment, according to Dr. Ryerson’s last Re-
port, would be 1512—a number sufficiently
large to deserve some consideration at the
hands of the Council of Public Instruction.
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HIGH SCHOOLS VS. PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

There is no doubt but our High Schools
were designed to be a link in the great
scheme of a national education system, to
connect our Public Schools with the Uni-
versity. Theoretically, the design of pro-
viding such a link is excellent, but practi-
cally, we fear very much, the result has
been a fai/ure. In discussing this matter
as we propose, briefly, we do not set out
at all with the design of questioning the
ability of those men engaged in High
School work. No doubt they are, in some
respects, at least, qualified, otherwise they
would not hold the position they do. We
believe, however, there are several objec-
tions which can be rationally taken to the
basis on which the whole fabric of High
Schools has been reared, which not only
operates unjustly to the Public Schools, but
which has impaired the High Schools them-
selves.

First, the injustice to the Public Schools
It is universally admitted that the Public
Schools are the real foundation of our edu-
cational system. The higher schools,
whether High, Collegiate, or University,
are but the development of what began
with the A B C classes of the Public
School. Admitting this, then, it must fol-
low, that the greatest care should be taken
with the feeder, or with the foundation (if
you choose) of this fabric. Both in the
pecuniary support given and the care taken
in.the selection of teachers—school organ-
ization—inspection, and all the other et
ceteras of 2 Public School. That consid-
erable attention has been paid to the edu-
cation of Public School teachers and school

management generally, there is no room |

for doubt. And yet itis certainly on the
face a glaring mistake to find that for
twenty years only one Normal School ex-
isted to supply teachers for a large Pro-
vince like Ontario, when the demand was
really so great, whereas, in the matter of
training for High Schools, we had a Uni-
versity liberally supported to provide teach-
ers for cur High Scho-ls, where the de-
mand was only one fiftieth of our Public
Schools.

But, although this injustice will soon be
a thing of the past, another yet exists. By
the Report of the Chief Superintendent for
1872, we find that High Schools received
from Government a sum more than twenty
times greater in proportion to the pupils
taught, than the Public Schools. While
the Public Schools received barely forty
cents for each scholar attending school du-
ring the year, the High Schools received
$8.75. Nor is this all; while a Public
School scholar costs the country for his edu-
cation $4.04, the High School scholar costs
$20.45.

Now, with such liberal support, both
from the Government and the country, we
have a’ right to expect corresponding re-
sults. We are well aware that as a scholar
is advanced to a department of school
work, in which the education is more ex-
pensive, that his education will be more
thorough . .d substantial, and that he will
be so much better qualified to reward so-
ciety for what that education costs.

Well, is this true with regard to High
School education ? As we are not able to
answer this question from observation, we

At
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must rely upon the statements of those
whose business it is to know.

Tuming to the Report of the two In-
spectors of High Schools, published with Dr.
Ryerson’s last Report, we find much cause
for uneasiness on this point. In the clas-
sification made by them of the 102 High
Schools in the Province—a classification
made according to the average attains
ments of the pupils -—we find that only four
schools—Galt, amilton, Kingston, and
Ottawa—stand in the first class. The
second class consists of 19; the third of
35; and the fourth of 45. “In regard to
class 1V.” the Inspectors say, ‘“we agree
in considering the following schools as
not only at present far below the standard
of High School, but as likely to remain so
for years to come, since the villages in
which they are situated have not as yet
Public Schools in a sufficiently effective
condition to furnish material for the sup-
port of anything worthy of the name of
High Schools, viz., Richmond, Pakenham,
Osborne, Alexandria, Metcalfe, Manilla,
Oakwood, Stirling, Scotland and Wards-
wille.

“We are not infrmed on what perceniage
or average of work done by the pupils at
the examination, this classification was
made. At any rate, we are pretty safe in
assuming that those i1 the fourth class, or
nearly one half of the whole, are in a
pretty low state.

Referring to theit remarks upon the at-
tainments of the pupils in seme of the
more important English branches, we find
the following :

“ReapinG.-Whilst in some of the schools
great attention is paid to the most impor-
tant subject of Reading, and the scientific
method of teaching it is successfully ; -
sued, in many others a lamentable defici-
ency must be reported. In not a few
schools it is almost entirely neglected, no
place being assigned to it in the programme
of weekly exercises. In many others it oc-

cupies altogether = subordinate position,
and forms only incidentally a part of the
school work ; as, for example, when a class
in History or English Literature is to re-
cite, its members are permitted, before re-
citation, to “ go over” the lesson as 2n ex-
ercise in reading ; and in only a few schools
is it taught with a true regard to scientific
principles, and with a full appreciation of
its worth as a nieans of culture.
MaTHEMATICS.—We regret to have to
state that, with a few gratifying exceptions,
the standing of the schools in this Depart-.
ment is rather low. In some cases, per-
haps, the Mathematical teachers, having
passed through their University course, and
graduated with a minimum of mathemati-
cal knowledge, do not possess that thorough
mastery of the subject which is essential to
successful teaching. In others, again,
there seems to be no just appreciation of
its value, both as a means of intellectual
discipline and as a necessary element in
material progress. The value of Mathe-
matics, and, in fact, of every other branch,
as 2 means of mental discipline, depends
on the mode in which they are taught ;and,
in this respect, the Mathematical teaching
in the High School is not all that it should
be. Too much is made of rule and formu-
la, and too little of principles. Let us par-
ticularize somewhat.  Trigonometry is
taught in so few of the schools that it re-
bquires no special at  present.
Jreater attention is giver to Euclid. In
the two first-class schools it is taugnt with
an intelligent appreciation of its value in
discipline, and of the mode in which it
should be taught, in order that iis value
'may be fully realized. But, in many of
the schools, the lesson in Geometry is a
mere routine—the pupil having no clear
ideas of the premises from which he
reasons; of the conclusion to be establish-
ed, and of the true logical processes of the
demonstration. The “two invaluable les-

remark

sous,” which Mill says “ we learn from our
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first studies in Geometry,” are, therefore,
certainly not learned. The pupils are not
taught to “lay down, in express and clear
terms, all the premises from which they in-
tend to reason; and to keep every step in
the reasoning distinct and separate from all
the other steps, making each step safe be-
fore proceeding to another step, and ex-
pressly stating, at every point of the reason-
ing, what new premises are introduced,” so
that logical Zabits of mind may Le formed,
and so acute a perception of the form and
essence of sound reasoning, that the mind
is enabled, instinctively, as it were, to de-
tect the presence of even the most subtle
fallacies.

ArrrHMETIC— In  Arithmetic, we find
the pupils, too generally, slaves of rule and
formula—not capable of interpreting the
formula (which ought to be banished from
Avrithmetics), and perfectly in the dark as to
the reasons of the rule. They are quite
oblivious of the fact that it has .a principle,
or, granting that it has, they have not the
slightest idea that it cOncerns them to
bnoto it.  The rule is memorized ; it is ap-
plied to the solution of questions to which
it is supposed to be applicable, from the
fact that they are ““ set under it,” and whose
phrascology goes far to verify the supposi-
tion. And all this is too often not only
countenanced, but encouraged by the
teacher.

In a very good schocl, in which the pu-
pils were quite expert in the application of
the rule when they. &netw wwhat rule fo agply,
the following question was given :—
«Bought 5,225 Ibs. of coal at $7.25 per
ton of 2,000 Ibs.,, what was the cost?”
None of the class could “find the cost”
The teacher, somewhat chagrined at_their
failure, said “If you'll allow me to state the
question, I think theyll do it.” Assent
was, of ccurse, given, a and he stated the
question thus:—¢“1If 2,000 Ibs. of coal
cost $7.25, what will 5,225 lbs. cost

" And the question was soon worked out by

several of the class; they had recognized
the familiar language of the “Rule of
Three,” which was thus made to usurp the
place of the simple rules. In all the
schools the following questions, among
others, were proposed :—“ My purse and
money together are worth $48.60; the-
money is eleven times the value of the
purse ; what is the purse worth?” “An
army lost one tenth of its number in its
first battle, a tenth of its remainder in its
second battle, and then had 16,200 men
left ; how many men formed the army at
first ?” It will, perhaps, hardly be believed
that more than ninety-five per 'cent. of the
pupils in the High Schools failed in the
first question; and a much larger percentage
failed in the second! Here are some of
the records. In a-school of 21 pupils,
neither question solved; in one of 2z,
neither question ; in one of 23, neither ; in
one of 32, one solved the first question ; ,in
one of 19, neither question solved ; in one
of 6o, neither solved ; in one of 25, neither
solved ; in one of g2, one solved both; in
one of 43, one solved both; in one of
84, one solved the first; in one of 120
(present), ten solved the first, and three the
second ; in one of 72, five solved the first,
and one the second ; in one of about 120,
twenty-nice solved the first, and one the
second.”

These quotations shew that, so far-as the
attainments of pupils in the English
branches aie concerned, that there is de-
ficiency calling loudly for energetic action
on the part of those cont.olling our High
Schools.

But let us take the latest report—that of.
J. A. McLellan, dated Jan. 3rd., .1873.
Our readers will pardon the fulness of
the quotation, on account of its great im-
portance.

¢ I have the honor to submit for your con-

{ sideration, the- following -memorandz: :con-

cerning the admission of. -pupils- into the
High Schools : Guelpk. Found a class of
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about 2o in course of training for the en-
trance cxamination by masters, who as-
sumed that * All of them would be admit-
ted on the following day.” 'The reading of
nearly all these 20, (whom the regular pu-
pils hardly surpassed) was zery dad, pupils
not familiar with common words—pronun-
ciation atrocious; violence read tvoience;
torrit, for torrent ; gentus, for genius; labor-
isly, for laboriously, &c. In Grammar I
gave the ‘‘Candidates,” “ Few and short
were the prayers we said.” This sentenee
too difficult; e. g. “few” a preposition—
governs prayers ;” short, a preposition; do.
“were a trapsitive verb—governs prayers;”
said, *‘ an intransitive verb, passive voice.”
None of the candidatez could parse said;
only 12 of ALL scHooL, (50) could solve
question in subtraction of fractions; and
only 8 could find cost of 5,250 Ibs. of coal
at $7.50 per ton of 2,000 lbs. You can
imagine how much the candldates knew.!

Elora.—Trustees rejoice that “checks to
entrance removed.” 4 candidates for en-
trance—zo0 pupils present ; 4 did question
in subtraction of mixed fractions, and 5 got
“icoal” question! Three “old pupils.”
One would think that with the ‘harsh
checks to entrance,’ the pupils had not been
stringently dealt with in their entrance ex-
aminations.

Stratford—22 admitted; 79 on roll;
about 6o present ; only 16 got “ct.al” ques-
tion. The entrants did badly; analysis
and parsing by whole school anything but
good.

ZLondon.—72 admitted after my visit;
have not seen the papers—these were al-
ready admitted as school pupils, a large
number who could not have passed (and
cannot pass) a fair entrance examination.
The City Inspector (virtually manager of
the school), Mr. Boyle, sent me a note
stating that ¢ the Board of Examiners had
admitted 72 pupils out of 78 candidates ;”
did not condescend to forward copies of
examination papers.

St. Thomas.—15 admitted ; 61 on roll.
The examination was better than some
others, but much below what it should have
been.

Strathroy.—19 admitted; 40 on roll
Reading very bad, History do. ; Geography
do. ; 8 in whole school found difference be-
tween 2275 and 5-16ths and 2174 and 111-
112ths. Judge what the entrants could do
Grammayr very bad. R
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Sarnia.—Eighty-seven on roll; thirty-
eight admitted—nearly whole of senior
public school division. Examination pa-
pers fair; but pupils not up to papers:
Query—had the thirty-cight been aided by
teachers ? #fhat has been done. A year ago
there were twenty-elght pup.ls on roll, now
eighty-seven ! Even the “old puplls did
badly : gave exercise in grammar, ‘“and
first one universal shriek there rushed louder
than the loud, loud ccean, like a crash of
echoing thunder, &c.” All fai/ed in analysis.
A large number failed on wwiversal, first;
shrick, there, like.

Wardsville—Forty-four on roll, eight
admitted, not one of whom qualified, twen-
ty-four present ; Reading utterly bad ; only
seven got subtraction question and of coal ;
Grammar, very poor performance, nearly
all failed to parse firs?, (see above) and a//,
(and then a// was hushed, &c.) “universal”
is a poun, third person, singular number,
&ec. ; “louder” too much for maay ; “ocean”
noun, objective case, after rose; ‘‘crash”
noun, objective case, after rose; ‘crash”
gzoun, nominative case, to was understood

c

Oakville— Thirty-six on roll; about
thirty to be admitted. These were already
in High School. Parsing utter failure;
“ shriek” objective case, governed by one;
‘“yniversal” a verb, in the possessive case;
“first” a preposition, governed by one.
Gave “few and short were, &c.” too, diffi-
cult for nearly the whole school—certainly
for all the candidates. A more deplorable
exhibition of ‘“grammatical” ignorance
could not be imagined. Oakville is of
course glad that estimate as to admission
has been done away. Ogly three in school
got above question in subtraction ; seven
got “coal.”

Mount Fleasant—Forty on roll ; twenty-
threc of whom admitted. Only hirteen in
the whole school could do the question in
subtraction, and five the coal question! A
fair examination would have excluded
twenty of the twenty-three.

Grimsby, St Catharines, Smithvide,
Beamstille, N7 tagard. —Had some examina-
tion. One question in grammar, and cne
in arithmetic constituted the whole examin-
ation; e. g. add 235, 4-7ths, 3-sths, I
Gmnsb) had no candldate for admxssxon,
probably because not a Univz School.
Beamsville was held in chieck by its master
(Teefy) who is detérmined to ddmit none
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but qualified pupils. Smithville—admitted
five, all far below the mark. St. Cathar-
ines—admitted forty-seven, and has now
one hundred and eighty-eight on roll;
about three times as many as it had a year
and a half ago.

Dunnville—"Thirty-nine on roll; (twenty-
three girls) twenty-two admitted. Trustees
and masters admitted that these were far
below the legal standard, but had to have
two teachers, and must give them some-
thing to do ; would soon work the juniors
up, &c. The teacher gave “To love our
enemies is a command given,” “t0” a pre-
position, governs the noun ; “to love” an
intransitive verbal noun; ‘command” ob-
jective case, governed by is. “We must
obey our rulers;” “must obey” intransitive
verb, indicative mood, &c. ‘“The boy
with the long black hair was found in the
wood.” All entrants failed to parse *“boy;”
“hair” is a verb, third person, singular, ob-
jective case, governed by with. “John
runs swiftly.” “Johpo' a verb, third person,
singular, &c., &c. None of these entrants
could do the elementary questions -above
mentioned ; many of them could not get
through the multiplication table.

Caledonia—Thirty-six on roll ; twenty-
five admitted. Only seven of whole school
got subtraction question. The asithmetic
utterly bad. R

Also read the following by the late Rev.
J. G. D. McKenzie, in regard to the Ot-
tawa High School, placed in first or highest
class(!)

Ottawa—The deficiencies of the “en-
trance” pupils in this case took me much
by surprise. Twenty-five were present at
the inspection, and were subjected in the
first instance to an oral examination in
parsing. With the exception of the rela-
tive “that” everything was missed except
by some two or three. I then tried them
with written work, the result being not
much more satisfactory. Arithmetic also
was weak. So glaring were the deficiencies
of these pupils that one of the masters con-
fessed they were the worst of the kind they
had ever had. From causes on which Ido
not feel called upon to enter, and which,
perhaps, I do not fully apprehend, there
has sprung up a feeling of positive aliena-
tion between the Collegiate Institute and
the Public Schools of the City, so that the
former is almost wholly cut off from its nat-

ural source of svpply, and depends mainly
on pupils from private schools. This is a
very serious evil. I am happy to say. the
trustees are sensible of it, and will take
steps to rectify it.”

We are aware that the Inspectors en-
deavor to throw blame upon the system of
Entrance Examination, and the amount of
work required of High School Masters.
Admitting the force of this, as a reason for
the present state of affairs, then it follows,
as our High Schools have been working
under the present system for the last thirty
years, that their condition, in all proba-
bility, for that time has been deplorably
bad, and that the money paid in this way
has been, to a great extent, wasted. The
country really cannot afford to pay so large
an amount out of the public fuuds for such
“loose teachiag,” or bad management, as
the reports of the High School Inspectors
display.

Now, the question might be asked, why
this inefficiency ? We have already re-
ferred to the explanation given by one of
the Inspectors; but is that explanation
sufficient? Has there not been too great
a laxity allowed in the establishment of
High Schools—an utter disregard, in some
cases, of all the conditions required to
make them successful? Have they not, in
too many cases, attempted to do work
which should have been left to the Public
School, and which, we have reason to be-
lieve, would have been better done by the
Public School? Have they not been
bolstered up by Boards of Trustees, and
packed with pupils from the Public School,
simply to draw on the School Fund? Is
it not also true that there are a greater
pumber of High Schools than the wants of
the country require? We do not want to
be understood as opposed to the establish-
ment or increase of High Schools, but we
do most distinctly say, if their inefficiency
is such as the Reports of Inspectors already

referred to would lead us to believe, then,
the fewer of such schools the better. Far

mn g

ocls Pe

P o G

S ST e

9

RN




296

THE ONTARIO TEACHER.

more profitable to the public would it be
to expend the same amount of money on
their Public Schools.

There is a good deal of force, we believe,
in the concluding remarks of Inspector Mc-
Lellan in the last report made to the De-
partment.

«1 presume but very few of our head
masters could take a ““ First A,” under the
new law. Let every High School master
be required, in addition to his degree, to
hold a first class provincial certificate, or to
teach a year (or so0), as assistant-master, be-
fore he becomes qualified for a HighSchool
mastership. It is insisted that a person
shall have a second class provincial certifi-
cate to qualify for a first class. Why
should not a candidate for a High School
certificate be required to hold the highest
grade of Public School certificate, in order

the High Schools are identical (except a
smattering, in most cases, of classics and
! French,) with those required in the exam-
inations for first provincial certificates, and
I unhesitatingly assert that (and my notes
will prove it,) a great majority of our union
grades are not as well qualified to teach
these subjects as Public School teachers
holding “A 1” c-rtificates under the new
law; and yet a great many of these men
prate about the “indignity ” of having Pub-
lic School Inspectors associated with..them
in the examining boards on terms of per-
fect equality ! A great many of the High
i Schools of the country would, under the
'present circumstances, be far better off—
more rapidly “worked up”—if under the
charge of first class provincial teachers.

We propose next month to follow up
this question, by referring to the impro-

to qualify for the highest educational posi- ! priety of requiring High Schools to do so
tions! The subjects generally taught in | much of Public School work.

MGDERN

CULTURE.

READ BEFORE THE ONTARIO TEACHERS ASSOCIATION, AUG. I4TH, 1873, BY J. HOWARD
HUNTER, M. A., PRINCIPAL, ST. CATHARINES COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE.

The remarkable age in which it is our
great privilege to live has been character-
ized as the age of free thought and induc-
tive science. Perfect freedom of discussion
ought to possess an especial charm for teach-
ers, for they of all men have hitherto been
most obnoxious to the assaults of Dbigotry
and intolerance. Teachers of special re-
ligious opinions have, of course, been pre-
eminently conspicuous for their zeal and
their sufferings ; but hardly less numerous
have been the martyrs of sciente and phil-
osophy. There can be no more sublime
spectacle than that of the human intellect,
divested of its well-worn fetters, and im-
plemented with the stupendous. powers
bestowed by its Creator, rising to the
height of its full stature, and striding forth
from its prison-house in the fearless pursuit

of truth. . This is a spectacle which the.

poets and sages of the olden time lovingly
portrayed and longed to witness, but the
phenomenon has been, until our more for-
tunate day, rare and exceptional. For the
first time in the annals of the world is cul-
ture-becoming truly liberal, or is discussion
becoming really free—when an indepen-
dent thinker has to fear neither the fate of
Socrates, Seneca,or Servetus, nor the hardly
less terrible sentence of social outlawry. It
would bea subject of surpassing interest to
resolve the forces that have afforded this re-
sult, and to trace the stages ‘of this. grand
intellectual emancipation, for which the
most pusillanimous thinker among us must
surely have the courage to be grateful.
But at present I have to do, not with- the
discussion cf general phenomena, but- with
that special phase of the intellectual Tevo-
lution which relates to scholastic culture.
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Amid the general political upheaval that
marked the year 1848, a very distinct re-
action against “ authority” and precedent
was discernable also in the monarchy of in-
tellect. “T think,"” says Professor Masson,
“that I can even mark the precise year,
18438, as a point whence the appearance of
an unusual an:ount of unsteadying thought
may be dated—-as if, in thac year of simul-
taneous European irritability, not only
were the nations agitated politically, as the
newspapers saw, but conceptions of an in-
tellectual kind, that had long been forming
themselves underneath in the depths, were
shaken up to the surface in scientific jour-
nals and books.” (Recent British FPhiioso-
#hy.) It fortunately happened that, when
the political atmosphere had somewhat
cleared, and while men’s minds continued
still in the quickened add receptive condi-

tion which recent events had induced, that

great school of applied science—~the Exhibi-
tion of 1851—opened in London. Here
was registered in a few months what an
Ontario teacher would call an * aggregate
attendance ” of more than six millions and
a quarter of pupils. The vast educational
value of this reunion is now, after the event,
apparent to the dullest mind ; but it argued
great sagacity in Prince Albert to define,
more than twelve months before the in-
auguration, its true significance, in these
memorable words: “The exhibition of
1851 is to give us a true test and a living
picture of the point of development at
which the whole of mankind has arrived,
and a new standing point from which all
nations will be able to direct their further
exertions.” (Sgeech at Mansion Howse,
March 21st, 1850.) The impulse thus
given to education on the Continent was
immediate. In 1852 the French Govern-
ment were already recasting their whole
University system, and bestowing on the
newer ‘knowledge its appropnate recogni-
tion in the -degree; - Bachelor of ‘Stience.
(Baccalaureat es - Sciences.) Special scien-

tific schools and universities began at once
to multiply in Germany, Prussia and Swit-
zerland. For wznt of wise concession a
mischievous distinction had, early in the
18th century, arisen on the Continent be-
tween “useful” as opposed to “liberal”
educatioh—two things which (as Sir Thom-
as More once said of law and equity),
“God hath joined, but man hath put
asunder.” The classical schools became,
in Germany, stigmatized as “word Schools,”
(varbalschulen) while those institutions
which restricted their training to the “3
R’s,” and to industrial science, were digni-
fied as “ thing schools” (realschulen.) The
publication of Rosseau’s “ Zmi/e” in 1762,
powerfully stimulated the demand for ob-
jective teaching ; every new scieniific dis-
covery added to the momentuni, and ad-
vanced men’s minds further towards those
fundamental changes, which the middle of
the 1gth century saw initiated in the whole
théory and practice of teaching. While
these' profound educational movements
were in progress on the continent, England
was peacefully sleeping on. In 1867, how-
ever, the nations assembled at Paris in
industrial congress, and England was un-
speakably startied to find that a brief inter-
vai of sixteen years had, in numberless de-
partments, converted .aer industrial and
artistic supenority into the most palpable
inferiority ; and that neglect of those gen-
eral and special educational appliances,
which her continental rivals were strenu-
ously perfecting, signified rapid national de-
cadence. Then followed the usual and
characteristic panic ; commissioners were
sent to France and Germany, to report on
the systems of instruction there pursued.
Then was issued, in hot haste, a Commis-
sion of Inquiry into the condition of Eng-
lish GrammarSchools, which has since been
followed by smﬂar mvestlganons inthe sub-
jects of anary ‘and. Umversxty Education.

A ‘considerabls number of ‘the English
Grammiar Schools” {which firnish a con-

PO
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venient average between the highest and
the most elementary institutions of learn-
ing) were founded and endowed from the
spoils of the monasteries, in the days of the
second and third Tudors. From their
foundation almost to the present time,
these schools hawve suffered but little
change. The truth is, they were ‘the vic-
tims of prescription and “ regulations.”
Henry VIII had an unfortunate weakness
for “regulations” and “authorized text-
books.” He extended his paternal care of
his subjects to questions both religious and
grammatical. ~ As “ Defender of the Faith,”
he compiled a manual of Christian belief,
devoting a whole chapter to his favorite
subject, the sacraments.. This manual was
“authorized ” by convqcation, and thus
was fixed—until the publication of the - second
edition—the standard of orthodox Christi-
anity for all England. This text-book was
to be universally employed with an occas-
ional and fortuitous admixture of the Creed,
the Lord’s Prayer, and the: Ten Com-
mandments. Early in Henry’s reign, one
William Lilly, after a pilgrimage to Jerusa-
lem, and much other vagsbondizing over
Asia and Europe, came to the English cap-
ital and fell into favor with Sir Thomas
More and the High Church party, then
predominant at the court. “ Master Lilly »
had nursed a weakness for both grammar
and doggerel, two ingredients: which our
school apothecaries not unfrequently com-
pound together. Well, by painful patch-
work and botching, Lilly got his metrical
rules to scan, and Lilly’s Grammar, after
publication, was, by royal edict,. imposed
on unhappy English youth as the author-
ized text-book. In vain did really eminent
teachers of the time, like Roger Ascham,
protest with vehemence against this de-
gradation of the teachers office. In vain,
long years afterwards, did a succession of
philosophical | educationists, like John
Milton, John Locke, Samuel Johmson, Ad-
am Smith, protest against the continuance

d
of such a system. By the mere {"'cesur
vis inertiae, Lilly’s Latin Grammar h# p#
vived even into our own time; 2 é:li‘"
was issued as late as 1817, and I pﬁ&
that even now, after 360 years have . e
the rural wayfarer may catch, thwlﬁmﬂ‘
open windows of drowsy English G M
Schools, the mournfal wail of “.” I
que Maribus” and “As in pmm‘ﬂw
of this is full of instruction for us, eged’
larly, as in Ontario we have witn esp"“‘
singularly close parallel to such ¢ oo
regulations, and as we appear to b€
ripening in educational matters, f‘%,q
famous statute of Henry VIII, (31 bﬂv’
VIII c. 14) entitled “ An Act to .’M
Diversity of Opinion.” Henry had’;,’, o
passed away when the historiad WM
period has to note the spiritless ¢, o
and the decline of learning at the U”,;ﬂdd
ties. - The brilliant scholars of thé:" g
Courts had been trained under a ¥
ferent system, and, as they dcp&'”"},«
complished Latinists became more:
and in the later Stuart reigns,

A

nigh altogether disappeared. - d,‘" ¥
* In Ontario the turning of the t1d®
vor of modern culture is strongly: i g

by the School Act of 1871, and
versity Act of 1873. It may be .
able to complain that, tholigh l
Senate has several times met, 29

AW

‘whatever of a practical kind has Y& 'y}

. we
reached. I wish, however, that. . &
even a good /4ope of the revision of p 4
riculum being at once proceed? .y
What Kant said in the 18th cen'cllfz:‘uy e
German schools of learning, is equ*", ¢
plicable to Toronto Universit)_' ‘t,d"
want, not slow reform, but Swlﬁ‘yﬂ‘
tion.” It would evidently exel; " ”
favorable effect upon the Senate, {ﬂ/
ceedings were fully reported. Th¢ 0 ¥
of educational progress, who appe¥ , o
overmatched by the “ancient - M
stritegy, and the volubility of the M

ists, would then find themselves i
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strengthened by the sympathies of the
graduates, and of the general public. Re-
presentation, when unaccompanied by an
accurate report of what our representatives
say and do, does certainly appear to me
a merry jest. The new Act is intended to
evolve all necessary academical reform out
of the single principle of the representation
of the graduates ; it is therefore of the very
essence of the question to consider whether
this representative principle is being fairly
administered. It does not seem to the or-
dinary mind absolutely essential that every
street or larger lane of Toronto should
have its academical interests guarded by a
spccial spokesman in the Provincial Uni-
versity Senate, while the whole of outside
Ontario should be represented by some
two or three members. Of the Toronto re-
presentatives, some have, by their great
public services—not necessarly - educa-
tional—well deserved the most distinguish-
ed recognition. This remark, however, is
by no means applicable to a considerable
number of the Toronto representatives, and
if we seck for the claims of theselatter gen~
tlemen as educationists, weshall, in several
instances, be unspeakably embarrassed to
discover them. It may be urged that
these latter gentlemen—who so assiduous-
ly canvassed and combined for their own
election—mnust in the very nature of things
be best informed of their own merits as ed-
ucationists, and that their claims to recog-
nition would very probably have been quite
overlooked but for the maternal care that
the aspirants took of their own interests. I
freely grant this terrible possibility, and I
appreciate the full gravity of the alterna-
tive, but the reasoning does notappear to me
conclusive, nor does the penalty appall me.
If the Provincial University is re=liy t0 en-
list the sympathies of the alumni scattered:
through Ontario, it will be by 2 far different
mode of procedure. The consequence of
the first election has already. been disas-
trous. Convocauon has repeatedly beem

dismissed for want of 1 quorum ; and the
outside graduates have already appreciated
the true value of their attendance, and
therefore ceased to attend.

Important changes in the Universiyy
curriculum are imperatively required, if the
institution is to command the hearty sym-
pathy of educationists. The matriculation
examination ought to represent, not the
state of human knowledge in the days of
Queen Elizabeth, but the enlarged culture
of the days of Victoria ; it ought to repre-
sent a good general basis of knowledge,
and ought, therefore, to include a distinct re-
cognition of Englisi literature,and some prac-
tical acquaintance with thesciences of obser-
vation and experiment. As at present con-
stituted, the examination appears over-
weighted with classics. I refer, not to the
area of classical text required, but to the
further exaction of pedantic rubbish, quite
foreign to the general spirit of the anthors,
and which Has the specially injurious effect
of -withdrawing the student’s mind from the
literary - banquet before him. Macaulay
yeats ago ridiculed the absurdities of tb’s
“ collateral ” examinatioa, and it is in this
sense Mr. Lowe is to be understood when

‘he said, “ Why, if £eschylus were to come

to life again, he would be easily plucked on
his ownn verses, by an Oxford ekxaminer.”
(Speeek of Nov. gth, 1867.) In any philo-

.sophical system of culture, it is impossible

to conceive that the ancient classics will
ever be neglected, but I am persuaded that
important changes are imminent in the
mode and, above all, in the objects of clas-
sical study.

Among University reforms bearing on
more liberal culture, we now find promin-
ently discussed the abolition, or, at all
events, the serious modification of the com-
petitive system. It is a startling fact that,
with hardly an exception, all the great
leaders of suientific thought in this century
have been men who have never taken a

University honor. The Natural Science
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Tripos atCambridge has proved an acknow-
ledged failure. The opinions of some of
the most eminent British teachers of our
time may here .rove acceptaole. Prof.
Seeley, who was bracketed first inthe classi-
cal Tripos of his year, and—what is far
more important—who has since proved
himself an efficient professor, thus speaks
of his own University, Cambnd~e: “It is
well known that the man who hesitates is
lost ; that any one who asks the question,
¢Is this course of study good for me?
Does it favor my real progress, niy ulii-
mate success? 1+ npot fit for the Tripos.
Thunking of any kind is v>c..ded as dan-
gerous ; itis the well known saying of a
Cambridge private tucor, ¢ If so-aad-so did
not think so much, he might do very well.
* # # % And again Prof. Seeley continues :
1 am sure that competition is . danger-
ous principle, and one the working of
which ought to be jealously watched. It
becomes more dangerous the older the pu-
pil is, and therefore it is most Jangerous in
Universities. It becomes thz more dan-
gerous, the more energetically and skill-
fully it is applied. At Cambridge it is
wonderful to sce the power with which it
works, and the unlimited dominion which
is given to it. And therefore, here it pro-
duces most visibly its natural effects—dis-
content in study, feverish and abortive in-
dustry, mechanical and spiritless teaching,
and general bewildermerr, both of the
teacher and taught, as to the object at
which they are aiming. The 1ll-worshipped
Tripos produces, in fact, what may be
calied a vniversal suspension of the work
of education. Cambridge is like a country
invaded by the Sphinx. To answer the
monster's conundrums has becoms the one
absorbing occupation. All other pursuits
are suspended, ever; thing less urgent secms
upimportant and faatastic ; the learner sidi-

cules the love of knowledge, and the teach-

er, with more or less mxsgwmg, gradun]]y
acquiesces.”

(Liberal Education in Uni-’

versities,) Prof. Seeley then proceeds to
contrast the very different intellectual tong
that prevails under the German University
system. Mr. Todhunter, in his recegt
work on “ Ihe Conflict of Studies,” has an
evident partiality for the Mathematical Tri.
pos, and naturally bears in mind that ke
was once senior wrapgler himself, but he:
makes substantially the same admission a
Prof. Seeley, as to the general effect of the
system, and deplores what he designates
“the disheartening want of faith in all but
the mercenary inducements to mental ex
ertion.” Mr. Quain, hardly less eminent
asa teacher than as a surgeon, recounts his
experience, and arrives at similar concle
sions. (Or come defects in general cducation.)
The late Dr. Whewell, of Cambridge, vig-
ornusly denounced what he called “indi
rec. teaching,” i. e., the training of students
“Lr competitive examinations. He observes:
“When a man gives his mind to any sub-
iect of study, on account ol a genuine wish
i to understand it, he follows its reasonings
with care and thowght; pondeis over its |
difficulties, and is not satisfied till 1t is clear §
to his mental vision. On the other hand, §
whe. he studies for examination only, he §
does not wish to understand, but to appear §
o understand.”  (On the Principles of Eng- B
lish University Education.) ‘The illustrious §
Faraday, whose expositions of scientific §
principles have been equalled by perhaps B
those only of his distinguished pupil, Tyn- &
dall, frequently and strongly dencunced @
the competitive system. The latest founc §
ed of American Universities—the Unive: 8
sity of Michigan—has, after the most am- i
ple investigation, deliberately excluded the @
system of competition; and at Harvard i
and the other older Colleges, the tendency &
of opinion 13, Sir Charles Dilke informs us, &
strongly setting in the same direction. ¥
(Greater .3ritain, Vol. 1) If I may be

permitted to record my own opinion, I i @&
ga.rd the eompetitive system, found ir.,On- §
tario Sclools and Universities, as utte.ly
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pfbh(:es in ¢class, o1 ' 75~ ! ‘
ass, or by the e8| Liched legal quibbles, to repudiate their

..’.throuh" y e . i
N gh marks, of imagina®y £ g, cational obligations, and to arrest what

N ve?lt'l‘es offer for cerebral congestiqn-
te;(};:’hewell, some years ago p.oint‘
“din €rs and professors are eagﬂy‘ en-

the if,stmt_o such a system, for it affords 10
a’ Ctor a relief from mental exertion:

Moy Substitute for spirited teaching, by
s_légan artificial motive for the stu-

I,'S attention. With Herbert Spenceh

?‘lfaeve that the true teacher has i him-

> O by the custom hat
N customary rewards 8| S50y be their greatést pride to ad-

vance—the higher education of our youth.
Hardly’lless dangerous, however, to the
High Schools have been the generally fool- . '
ish, and always despotic Regulations of the
Educational Council.  This body has
broughtthe school administration of Ontario
tosuchapass that there appear to be now but
two alternatives—the simple extinction of
the Cox_mcil, or its complete reconstruc-

ndant resources to make his sub- | the ~°° - .
tion, on'a representative basis. The pol-

i .
thy !.l,:?re'Stlng, as well as instructive; and
'€ will find it unnecessary t0 appeal

. an

|icy pursued by the Educational Depart-
ment, through this shadowy Council, has

Iy fy"?tﬁer instinct than the intense crav- .
0 hitherto been the very antipodes of that

i hasr knowledge, which, unless, perhaps,
f .

which promotes healthy intellectual devel- .

been expelled by bad teaching, 18 .
SRR opment—_—and it may, be summed up 1n the -

T}t}-in every healthy human mind.

ominous words, Centralization and repres-

\oes‘?hOOI Act of 1871 was intended . d
Sei Pen' up to the youth of our High | sion. The last few months have witnessed
‘ .. |'the most extraordinary assumption of

ticay

tanc:d?nce, as well as a good acquain-
with English literature and modern

0ls the more
’ elemen s of prac-|
tary Pars o ‘| 1egislative powers. It will be remembered - -

‘that, in the autumn of 1872, the powers of
the Council were, in the clearest manner,

dise ges.  Little effect is, however, Yet ,
depfined by the Attorney-General for On-

Vi

Pro

(f:‘ﬂb;E,“'afld I have thus, under this di-
Ode. to discuss, not the progress of
™ culture, but the impediments t0
igg}:eés' The simple truth is that the
inngay t,:fhc‘,(’ls f’f On’{:.flrio are kept in cop-
d g #pidation for their very existence;
uilg at hitherto the masters bave had to
with {he trowel in one hand, and the

tario ; and were expressly stated to exclude
ceftain acts attempted to be performed by
the Council. At the last session of the
Legislature, the purpose of the Council
was attempted to be attained by legal en-
gctment," but the Legislature declined to
entertain a very doubtful and dangerous

In July of the present year, the

Swo "
rd Gn' .
d in’ the other. It cannot be t00 measure. _

€a, T .
oﬂ." impressed on the Legislature that,
re the views embodied in the Act. can

Province was astounded to find that the
Council of Public Instruction reproduced
which, twelve months

e . A . . . e
£ Yealized, the High Schools must, once the very Regulations
; : thority of the highest

Otea;“? " be felieved from this incessant
ariges ﬁf’f extinétion, whether the danger
or g Tom the parsimony of municipalities,
<Tom the illjudged Regulations of the|. r ob

ter, to enact. It will indeed be surprisiog, . .

-

ago, wérl'é!,{ih' the -au
law officer of the Crown, declared illegal,
and which, four months ago, Parliament

declined, from their objectionable charac-

.A student’ i i L ey N .
?:mmwwm&‘mma“f?.’.m"“‘? iy be 80 | if the Legilaturs permit. such procesdingy
iy to that personal conflict ¢ which is an esens | '
hh,f“mq e of ‘‘competition.” Mush confusion, of |-

o fas acbuled.  Hereaier, i s pre

cedent is, established, we may expect {0

e - .
| 3 mo g;,* no matter whether the results | COUET (:%Pﬁbhclg:muctwn clwe fhavq e
% tompetition are indicated b "o | just 0OV Hfe Humiliating spectace of cer™ . .,

e petition dre indicated by 2|2 ypunicpat’ Councils. seeking, under .
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find our Educational Council revising the
decisions of what has hitherto been popu-
larly regarded as the High Court of Parlia-
ment.

When an intelligent Japanese envoy re-
cently requested of the United States Gov-
ernment an exposition of the national policy
in matters of education, the Commissioner
of Education at Washington replied in
these admirable words: ‘While seeking
to unify and generalize the results of ex-
perience in the diversified systems of tie
country, it strives ratkher to promote than to
vestrict their individuality, and proposes to
aid them only by pointing out what has
been found most useful in the experience
of others, which they are cxpected to modify
and adapt to their vwn local peculiarifies.
Personal liberty, and the freedom of small
communities—fundamental and most cher-
ished elements in our Government—are be-
lieved to be in themselves great sources of
improvement to the people, and to afford
the means of self-education.” (Ediucation
in Fapan, p. 155.) How different from all
this has been the repressive policy of our
Educational Department! The avowed
policy in Ontario has been to make all
teachers teach n the same mechanical way,
the same subjects, at the same hour of the
day, and from the same text-books. It
will soon be difficult to conceive why the
“teacher” is so designated, for, In his case,
¢ the whole duty of man” is held to con-
sist in the filling up of blank class-books, or

lank returns, and in the unfailing use of
the authorized text books. TUnless uni-
formity be in itself good, how injurious to
the culture of this Province must be the
general cmployment of the authorized
text-books, which are almost uniformly bad !
After the historical illustrations that T have
supplied above, it would be incorrect to
say that our Ontario system 1s wnpreceden-
o ; but it will be remembered that, to
find a parallel, I was compelled to go back
over three centuries and a half of progress,

and search the records of Henry VIII,
Such a system of repression as is now 1t
tempted in Ontario is utterly ou: of tune
with the voice of modern culture. We
find the Educational Department itself con-
scious of the fact, and seeking to enforce
its measures by exacting from the School
Inspectors, not only the public reports, in-
tended for the eye of Parliament, but se-
cret reports also, which meet the eye of
only the Chief Superintendent, or of his
Deputy. For this system I have no diffi-
culty in finding a precedent within the
present century, but I have to resort to the
history of France, under the First Empire.
Napoleon was accustomed to exact such
reports from his secret police, and some of
Fouche’s reports are still extant. They
were sometimes true, but much oftener
fictitious, for the agent was accommodating
and his master was exacting.

I may be excused for observing that a
. secret official school report, recently pub-
lished in one of our Legislative returns,
most strongly reminded me of Fouche and
his highly-flavored policec reports. While
on this subject, I have another and more
wholesome precedent derived from Eng-
lish practice. A few years ago, certain In-
spectors of English schools laid before the
Education Committee of the Privy Coun-
cil reports, in which was questioned the
wisdom of some particula. acts of the Com-
mittee itself. ~The presumptuous para-
graphs were struck out by the Vice Presi-
dent of the Commiittee, and the reports so
mutilated were laid before Parliament. The
House of Commons, however, by resolu-
tion affirmed that the Inspectors of Schools
collected information, not for the benefit of
any Government department, but jfor #¢
use of the Legislature, and that their reports
were public property. 1t is truly deplor-
able that we in Ontario should, at this
stage of our progress, have to discuss ques-
tions of this character; and that our con-
test should be, not with ignorance, but




\
,'ﬁolthe official representatives of educa-
A’l“ Let us hope that a better judgment
Y length prevail ; and that we shall
Y V& in the future, to wage perpetual
gy Tth those whom we would, if we
Weat as our natural allies.

OTE.— At the express wish of the au-

THE REGULATI ONS.

& offer to our readers the above well
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written article, on the sole responsibility
of the writer. We do not hold ourselves
bound to endorse either the views he ad-
vocates, or his strictures on the Council of
Public Instruction. His well known
ability as an educator entitles him to con-
sideration, and a discriminating public can
accept or reject his statements at their own
discretion. EDITOR.

The

‘hong Ontario Consolidated School Acts,
%‘"Ici] Other provisions, authorize the
Yeibe of Public Instruction “To pre-
%, om time to time the qualifications
e City, or Town Inspectors.

Moy, -PPoint Inspectors of High Schools,
Qiti(,nbe their duties, and fix their remun-

"!eno exan.ﬁne, and at its discretion, recom-
‘J.seof°" disapprove of text-books for the
‘Vh schOOls.” .
la‘?, ten the School Act of 1871 became
Mﬁ; Council prescribed the following
Sentig tons, as necessary to obtain the
City, c,;te of eligibility for the office of
- 9Wn, or County Inspector, viz.
Loey Having previously held the office of
‘ Q°un Superintendent in any City, Town, or
g Or three consecutive years.’
Qﬁﬁﬁ Holding a First Class Provincial
o dcate,.Grade A.
hol .~ Being a Graduate in Arts, and
Uiy, 8 a degree in any British or Canadian
g em_t)'y. on writing an approved Thesis,
'augh 1shing satisfactory proof of having
WS three years.
ver ¢ Council has always exhibited two
Reg, ?nhadictory characteristics, viz. bold-
epﬂ;’?f{ to temerity in infringing upon
thiy i Visions of the school laws, and anon,
. "Bg responsibility, and yielding to

S

™ME REGULATIONS OF THE COUNCIL OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.

BY JUNIUS, JR.

timid counsels, when firmness was desir-
able.

The latter trait was displaysd in a
marked manner, by qualifying those speci-
fied in classes 1st and 3rd, contrary to the
judgment of the Council, it being well
known that outside pressure alone pro-
duced the result.

The former was evinced in violating the
38th sec. of the School Act of 1871, by
authorizing the High School Inspectors
“ to usurp the functions expressly reposed
in the Boards of Examiners,” for the ad-
mission of pupils into the High Schools. *

But though baffled for the time being,
the Council, like the old Guard, ‘never
surrendered,” hence we find in the Re-
vised Regulations of March 2s5th, 1873,
that - ¢ certificates of eligibility for appoint--
ment to the office of County, City, or Town
Inspector of Public Schools, shall hereafter
be granted only to teachers of Public
Schools, who have obtained, or who shall
obtain First Class Provincial Certificates
of Qualification of the highest Grade, (A.)

That is to say, the Council, after the
mischief had been done, prevents, for the
future, the appointment of those enumera-
ted in classes 1 and 3 or, in other words,

#Vide order in Council, Sep. 26th, 1872, suspend-

ing these regulations.
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re-enacts what it was reluctantly induced to
yield, through lack of firmness or timid
counsels.

Again, notwithstanding the Boards of
High School Trustees were notified, by the
Provincial Secretary, that

“ His Excellency the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor has been advised, that the whole
duty of examining pupils for admission
to High Schools and Collegiate Institutes,
including the settlement of examination
questions, rests with the Board of Examin
ers constituted by the 38th Section of the
School Act of 1871, and that the results of
the examinations by the Board, upon sub-
jects so prescribed Dy the regulations of
the Council of Public Instruction, are con-
clusive, and not subject to the supervidion
of the High School Inspectors;” yet the

Council “ careth for none of ,these things,”

and has again issued instructions, (strange-
to say approved by his Exgellency in.
Council, June 2nd 1873,) for a,uniform en-
trance examination of pupils for admission
to the High Schools and Collegiate Insti-,
tutes, RS Sulject to the superiision of the
High School Inspectors £73 .

Thus, within the space of eight months,
His Excellency is made to contradict him-
self, the vanations between the. suspended
regulations and those now sanctioned, re-
minding one of the couplet,

¢t Strange that such difference should e
"Twixt Tweedle dum and Tweedle dee.”

Besides the objectionable feature of the
High School Inspectors’ supervision being
O 1 o

the retro-active clause may be suspended
or withdrawn.

Again, the school laws provide for two
kinds of Inspectors, viz: Public and High
School, neither of whom, by any stretch of
imagination, can enter or infringe on the
domain of the other, but the Council has
decided otherw'se, and instructed the High
School Inspectors * to visit the Public and
Separate Schools in towns and cities, and
to examine and report on the same.  There
can be no doubt -of the illegality of the
order, and the first complaint at Head
Quarters would, no doubt, cause the sus-
pension of the Regulation. It is, however,
understood to be merely temporary in its
nature, and not of permanent effect, the
excuse for the ordinance Dbeing twofold.
First, the incompetency of those holding
the office of Town or City Inspector,
“hose quahﬁcauons are solely thpse specx-
ﬁed in Class 1—previously described ip
tlns article—in other words, those \Yho
rcal]y are unquahﬁnd but who were quah-
fied by the Council for prudential moties.
Secondly, that owing their appointments to
the City or Town Boards, they report to
the Education Office, only that which the
Board appointing them approves, or, at
least, nothing depreciatory, and conse-
quently no trustworthy reports have been
received, except in those cases where the
Towr or City Inspector has also been a
legally qualified County Imspector, or
ranked in Classes 2 or 3, as aforesaid.

Now, mark the astounding contradiction
in the resolutions of the Council. They

retained, there is the equally objectionabic virtually decide, by the Revised Regula-

retro-active clause for examining
admitted since August,
unwise to turn out pupils who have been
passed for over a year, and have purchased
from $15 to $20 worth of Books, &c., ne-
cessary for their High School studies.
However, as many petitions are going inon
the subject from d\ﬁ‘crem Boards of Trus-
tees, proba.bly before tﬁxs appelrs m pnnt

[ER WY

all papils

1ay2. It seams

[
tions

of March 23th, 1873, that High
School Masters are not as competent for
the office of Public School Inspector, as
those Public School teachers holding a
First Class Provincial Certificate Grade A,
and yet select the High School Inspectors
from the’ ranks of those same High School
Masters and mstmct _them to examine gnﬁ
report, on"ihg Pubﬁ}c Schools in_citjes_and
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towns, which, in many cases, are under the
jurisdiction of P. S. Inspectors holding the
very diploma (First Class Provincial Grade
A) required by the aforesaid Revised Regu-
lations.

Equally absurd and contradictory are
the Regulations, requiring the higher Eng-
lish branches, including Natural Sciences,
to be taught in our Public Schools and yet
licensing the large bulk of the teachers,
(3rd class) without even requiring them to
be examined on the subjects.

Lastly, on the subject of text-books : So
much has been written under this head,
and nearly all the sclections of the
Council have been so universally con-
demned, that that august Body must feel
highly flattered. Weshall therefore merely be-
stow a passing notice by affirming that
very few of the authorized text-books would
be selected by any intellectnal teacher.
The Readers are infinitely worse than the
old Irish National Series, and cost twice as
much.

Davis’ Grammar is beneath criticism.
Hodgins’ Geography is another poor affair.
The new Spelling book ought to be con-
signed to the flames—the proper place for
all spelling books. Its sole value consists
in the lists of prefixes and affixes, and Sax-
on, Latin and Greek roots, which might all
be embodied in the Readers, and thus
avoid unnecessary expense. Smith’s Ar-
ithmetic is not so suitable for our schools as
the old Irish National ; in fact, that Anth-
metic is one of the best extant, and only
requires a larger proportiv.: of the prob-
lems to be in the decimal scale. By the
way, one of the questions in the recent ex.
amination papers (July, 1874) involved a
knowledge of logarithms, which are not to
be found in the authorized text book. We
should also like to know what Mr. Mc-
Murchy has to do with Barnard Smith’s
Arithmetic. Did he perform the arduous
task of changing it “from sterling to the
décimal currency ? and this constitute him-

2

self another of the Band of Toronto authors,
who have achieved such undying fame ?

Davidson’s ‘“ Apimal Kingdom,” and
“QOur Bodies,” are, according to Professor
Nicholson, * probably as bad works on the
subjects as could possibly be selected,”
while the “little books” on Christian
Morals and Chemistry need no encomiums,
as they are very likely to be translated into
every lanquage under the sun.  In fact. to
be brief, the only text books authorized,
that a judicious teacher would care to use,
are Todhunter’s Algebra, Roscoe’s Chem-
istry, Cutter’s Anatomy and Physiology,
Page’s Geology, Gray’s Botany, Potts’ or
Todhunter’s Euclid, Haughton's or Tom-
linson’s Mechanics, Keith on the Globhes,
and perhaps a few others.

We hope that the Council of Public In-
struction will be able to sanction the use of
better text-books, so soon as the Toron-
tonian Band of Authors cease compiling,
mutilating and mangling.

Besides, the High School Inspectors
have never yet inspected their own schools.
They have managed to examine some of
the classes in each High School, on a few
of the subjects of the programme, but
nothing worthy of the name of inspectiomn

%3 as yet been attempted. Is the Educa-
tion Department aware that it will take
from two to $ix days (according to circum-
stances) to examine the Public Schools in
each city or town, if the inspection is not
a farce, that is to say, if each class is ex-
amined’on each of the subjects specified in
the programme and reported on. Toronto
would require over a fortnight if properly
done. It took the writer of this article
three days to examine the two higher
classes of a Union High and Public School,
the examination, of course, being confined
to the English branches, and was as expe-
ditiously donme as possible, but the H. S,
Inspector examined the same classes, in-
cluding Latin, Greek, French and English,
and was through the job by 3 o'clock in
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onc day. The coal sum and one or two
question, in fractions were given, then the
teachers were allowed to examine—a few
lines of Ceasar were next read, and a small
amount ot French was likewise listened to—
then followed the usual amount of praise
bestowed on the teachers, each school
being pronounced the Dbest within a cer-
tain circuit, and the Inspector hurried off.
reaching the station in time for the 4 p. m
express, on his way to visit and similarly
inspect another High School.
be amiss to mention the following as an
illustration of the manner in which some of
the duties devolving on the High School
Inspectors are performed: In the County
of Lanark the P. S. Inspector has 5 High
Schools in his jurisdiction, and he furnished
the same set of questions to each of the

It may not

1

said High Schools as the entrance examina
tion papers for candidates proposing to
enter said schools. The High School In-
spector approved of the questions for the
three larger High Schools, but pronounced
them as ““ altogether too easy, absurd, &c.,
&c.,” for the two smaller High Schools,
and quashed the result of the examination
in the latter case. DBe it observed that the

i questions approved in the one case and

disapproved in the other were identical;
nay, more, the pupils whose examination
was thus rejected had actually passed bet-
ter than those approved. In justice to the
Education Department, it may be ob-
served, that when the circumstances were
brought undex its notice, ample justice was
rendered in the premises.

EXAMINATION QUESTIONS.

(We continue the publication of thel|.

.'s. Give the philosophical explanation of

QQuestions at the rccent County Board Ex-/ the nature of a flower considered as-to the

¢ -
]
< 3

aminations.)
BOTANY AND AGRICULTURE, IST CLASS.

1. Give the characters of @) the classes
. Exogens and Endogens ; (5) the Mint "and
Lily families.

2. To what family do the Cedar, Clover,
Mustard and Dandelion respectively be-
long,

3. To what farilies does the’ followmg
description apply ?

“Herbs, or sometimes shmhs, with a
colourless, bitter or nauseous juice (often .
poisonous) ; alternate leaves; and.regular
flowers, with 5 (or in culnvated plants
sometimes 6 or 7) mostly equal stamens and
one pistil. Ovary with 2 or more .cells, in
fruit becoming a many-seeded berry. or.pod.
Corolla plaited in the bud or vahate, L e,
the lobes placed edge to edge.”

Explain the meaning of the terms regu-
lar flowers,” ““stamens,” * pistil,” “ovary,”
“ corolla,” “plaited in the bud.”

4. Why does a bhotanist counsider, the
tuber of the potato an underground stem?

origin and correspondences of its different
pa.rts :

. 6, Draw a spat.uhte, an. obcordate, ‘a
truncate, a palmately divided and an. odd-
pinnate leaf. ..

7.- Explain the oonstxtutxon Qf a; pome or
apple-fuit. . |

-8, Whatis the ongm of .the soﬂ? Give
a clasmﬁcanon of soils based on thel,r ¢hem-
1ca1 constituents. .

.9, :Discuss t_he compamtue ments of
under draining and, surface. draining,

- 30. What.are the best soils. for peas,
flax and camrots ?

11, ,Give the composmon of quick Jime?
For what soils is .1t mqre useful than slaked
lime ?
: EDUCATION, IST CLass.

1. “Prizes, Merit Marks, Emulation,
Fear of Punishmment, Shame, Ridicule, are
of doubtful propriety as incentives to study.”
Give.briefly. your views op. each of these
mccnt;ves,

2. “The téacher ahould keep before hlm
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the true objects to be attained by school
recitations.” What are these objects?

3. Define punishment. What
ought to be observed in its infliction ?

4. “The principal characteristics of good |
school management are Promptness, Steadi-
ness, Earnestness, Genality, Quietness.
Explain.

5. Show that acquircrient of every kind
has two values—value as Anowledyge, and
value as déscipline.

6. In Education we should proceed from
the simple to the complex. Explain and
ilustrate this proposition.

rules

CHEMISTRY, ST CLASS. |

1. Describe the preparation of Oxygen |
from manganese dioxide. '

A gas bag has a capacity of 45 litres; |
how much manganese dioxide containing
70 per cent. of Mn. Oz is required to fill it
with oxygen at 15°°C,"and 75 © mm. baro-
metric pressure ?

2. With hydrogen diffusing through a
porous diaphragm under constant pressure
into an atmosphere of oxygen, how Thany
volumes of oxygen pass through the diaph-
ragm for every two volumes, of. hydrogen?

3. How 1s ammonia gas usually pre-
pared in the laboratory ? Empress by sym-
bols thie reactions that occur. How many
litres of ammonia gas of 740 mm. pressure
and 15° C. temperature, are required to
neutralize 100 grammes of pure sulphuric
acid, and what'is the weight of the salt pro-
duced? = . Cot

4. Describe (giving equations) (@) the
preparatiob of phosfihorus fiorw botes; ()
the preparation of caustic potash fromt. po-
tassium cdrbonate, (¢) the ‘extraction of me-
tallic miercury from Cinnabar. =~ = «

5. What are the sources of tli¢: white ar-
senic of comimercé? Hoiv s it obtained ?

A piéce of green wall-paper is supposed
1 contain -Arsenic, how would you deter-

mine the point? A specimén of “Tartar-|

Emetic is suppesed to confsin a small
quantity of Arsenic, how would you as-
certain whether Arsenic is present? -

6. Name the principal places where |

Copper is obtained. . .
What is the chemical ‘constitution of its

common ores, and how is it obtained from

them ? - S T T
A plece of bread s supposed' 10 contain

Sulphate of Copper ; how would "you' 'test
the bread for this impurity ? :

7. What are the properties of the metal
platinum? How is it prepared ? Name its
most important salt, and state its use in the
laboratory.

8. A body yields by analysis 43.75 per
cent. of nitrogen, and o per cent. of oxy-

: gen ; what is its formula and its name ?

ENGLISH LITERATURE AND» COMPOSITION
IST CLASS.
1. Literature.

1. Sketch the litexary history of the four-
teenth century.

2. Write an account of the English
drama before Shakespeare

3. State briefly Wordsworth'’s theory of
poetry.

4. Who were the authors of The Tale of
a ‘Tub, Comus, The Dunciad, Thalaba,
Vanity ¥air, Utopia, Novum Organon,
The Task, The Seasons. .

2. English Composition.

The Candidates may choose one from
among the following subjects :

1. July in Canada.

2. * A little learning is a  dangerous
thing.” ~

-3. Dust.

_ 4: “Rome, Rome, thou art no more

(33}

.. .As thou hast been !

8&F The presiding Inspector is' direc-
ted-to collect.the answers to the questions
on .English Literature one hour and a
quatter after the commencement of the ex-

R L8 - et 2 i ¢
amindtion, so that one hour may be left for

Compositjon,

- BOQK-KELPISG, FIRST CLASS, -

1. Classify the accounts in Book-keeping
by’ Double Entry; and define the object of
each. ' o N

2" ‘Defifie’ the "Stock accoumt.- How

“stould it be opéned and closed?

3. State the distinction between a Bill-of
Purchase and an ‘account current. What
is'méant by eqiating the former and aver-

 aging the latter?’

4. Shoiv the distinction’ between a Note
and 2 Draft. .

s. The folloWing account is found in my
Ledger ; the amounts on each side are sup-
posed to be due at their ' respectivé dates;
John Sim isto Favé 87 ‘on his money,

‘and T 9t to ¥etetve 10, on mine; Settle-

ment 18'mutually demanded oh-the first of
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May, 1873. Required the balance and
when due :
Dr. Jon\ %m Cr.
Jan, 15th lu (dsc L§275.00 ) l-t.b Ist By (,a'dx on
April 10th.  dy .. 63).00 acceunt.. ..., $500.00
I May 1st. Balance on
su:. UU ! account........ .. 425.00

$3%.00

6. Rule paper for Cash book. Bank

Book, Journal and Ledger, make the cor-
b O

rect entries of the following transactians,
bahnu. and close the Lcd'mr, and find to-
hl gain or loss.

1873. June 1st.—-In hand mdse.,, $4,-
000 ; Cash, $1000 ; Bank Montreal, $5064.
June 1st. James Miller owes me $soo,
and I owe James King $400. Juve 2nd.
Received from Montreal an invoice of cot-
ton, amounting to $170.80, consigned by
James & Co.,, to be sold on their account ;
paid cash for freight $18.75. June 3rd
Made up on account sales, James & Co.’s
consignment ; total sales, $217; charges
posted, $18.75 ; my commission on sales at
57, $10.85 ; Jost a $5 bill this day. June
4th. Consignment to Andrews & Co.,
Hamilton, to be sold on my account, mgdse.
$2000 paid cash for freight, $205.25: paid
insurance, $ro0.60, goods all lost at sea; re-
ceived $2000 from Insurance Co. June
sth. Bought of George & Co., Stratford,
-on my note at 6 months, mdse., $634.96.
June 16th. Discounted tie above note,
discount allowed, $18.52; cash paid,
$616.44. June 17th. Bought In company
with Sam. Smith, 5000 Ibs. cotton at 25-
1ooths=$1250, each to share equally i
the gain or loss ; for conducting the busi-
ness I am to receive a_commission of 3
on all goods soll ; paid cash for my hqlf
$625 ; Sam. Smith paid cash for his half,
$625. June 18th. Sold for cash, 5000
Ibs. cotton, 31-100ths, $1550 ; paid cash for
sacking, $5.25; my commission at 5%/

J f!
$77-50. June 29th. Cash expenses this
month, $z2000 ; Cash sales, $5000; mdse.

on hand, per inventory, $1o000.

HISTORY.

1. Give an account of Lord Durham’s
mission to Canada, its object and results.

2, (a) “To unite in his person the
crowns of France and of Eng]and was the
greatest effort of Edward’s policy.”

* (Text Book)—What claim had Edward

II1. to the French crown.

(6) Describe the circumstances under
which Calais fell into the possession of the
English.  When, and how was it regained
by the French?

(¢) At the death of Henry V., what pro-
gress had been made in the attempt to
cohquer France

‘() In what reign did the dream of an
English Empire in France end?

%"(d’) o [lll(: Iinglish lnstury begins
wit th teign of Henry VIL” (Text
Bool\) “On what gwund is this statement
made?

) What was the riling principle of
Henry’s foreign policy? Did he on any
occasion depart from 1t ?

4. Give a sketeh of Cromwell's (,ampawn

1n Scotland in 1650.

5. Give an account of the urcumstances
under which Lord William, Algernon Syd-
ney, and the Duke of Monmouth, respec-
tively, were brought to the scaffold.

6. Give the history of the Reform Bill
of 1832, and mention its leading features.

7. By what statesman was the policy of
France directed during the reign of Louis
XIII? What was his chief domestic ob-
ject? What was the principal aim of his
foreign policy ?

8. What privilege was conceeded by the
Edictof Nantes? When, and by whom
was the Edict issued? When. and by
whom, revoked ?

9. Mention, in chronological order, the
principal cxplmts of Alexander the Great.

ANSWERS TO ARITHMFETIC, 2ND CLASS.

2
-.

84000.
Book-work.
{1) 1400.
(4) 4480. 8. 1275,
1o. 58 and J-7ths.

3. Book-
6.
(2)
9.

1. Bookwork.
work. 4. 42, 1000. 3.
88 and 79-174ths. 7.
75c0. (3) 12.
Book-work.

ANSWERS TO ARITHMETIC, 3RD CLAS:

1. 25-196ths. 9 and 3-13ths. 3.
3-8961788070698 ; the last twelve figures
are a repretend” 14710037 ; the last three
figures are a repretend. 4. 7880 and

2

s-12ths. 5. $2.21. 6. $25.52, $150.46%4.
7. 20000. 8. 275. 9. 88z and 6-17ths,
rr7 and 1r-i7ths. 1o, 384. 11. $28,
350. 12. 3000.
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PROGRAMME FOR THE EXAMINATION OF PUBLIC SCHOOI. TEACH-
ERS.

(At the request of 2 number of our sub-
senbers we give the Programme jor the Ex-
amination of the Public School Teachers in
Ontario, issued in 1871, and still in force.)
MiNmtuym  QUALIFICATIONS ¥OR THIRD

Curass CERTIFICATES.

Reading.—Tobe able to read any pass-
age selected from the Authorized Reading
Books intelligently, expressively, and with
correct pronunciation.

Spelling.—To be able to write correctly
any passage that may be dictated from the
Reading book.

Elymalogy ~—~To know the prefixes and
a.:’ﬁxe)s {Authorized Spelling Book, -pp. 194—
169

Grammar.—~To be well 1cquamted with |,

the elements of English Grammar, and to be,
able to analyse and parse, with application
of the rules of Syntax, any ordinary prose
sentence (Authorized Grammars, )

Composition—To be able to write an
ordinary business letter correctly,as to form,
modes of expression, &c;

Writing.—To be able to write legibly’
ad neatly.

Geography.—To know the definitions
(Lovell's General Geography), and to have
a good general 1dea of physical and political
geography, as cxhibited on the maps of
Canada, America generally, and Europe.

History~~"To have a kngwledge of the
outlines of Ancicnt and Modem History
(Coilizr), including the introdcutory part of
the History of Canada, pp. 5-33 (Hodgins).

Arithmetic—'1'o be thoroughlv acquaint-
ed with the Arithmetical Tables, Notation
and Numeration, Simple and Compound |
Rules, Greatest Common Measure and
Least Common Multiple, Vulgar and Deci-’
mal Fractions and Proportxon, andto know
generally the reasons of the processes em-
ployed ; to be able to solve problems'in
said rules with accuracy and neatnessit To
be able to work, with rapidity<nd agewacy:
SJmpIe problems in Mental Arithmetic{ Auth-
orized ‘I'ext Book).

FEducation—1o have a knowledge of
Sehool Organization and the classification
of pupils, and the School Law and Regula-
tions relation to Teachers.

MiNiMuM QUALIFICATIONS FOR SECOND
CrLass ProviNClAL CERTIFICATES.

Reading.—To be able toread intelligent-
ly and expressively a passage selected from
any English Author.

Spelling.—To be able to write correctly a
passage dictated from any English Author.

Etymology.—To know the prefixes, affixes
and principal Latin and Greek roots. To
‘be able to analyze etymologicaliy the words.
,of the Reading Books (Authorized Spellmg
1Book)..

Grammar.— Yo be thoroughly aequaint.
.ed with the definitions and grammatical’
iforms and rules of Syntax, and to be able to
-zmaly/e and parse, with application of said:
‘rules, any sentence in prose or verse (Auth-
iorized, Text-Books).

Composition—To be familiar with the'
forms of letter writing, and to be able to
write a prose composition on any simple:
subject, correctly asto cxpression, pellmg
and punrtumon

Writing.—~To be able to write legibly
and neatly a good runaing hand.

Geograpiy—To have a fair knowledge

of physical and mathematical geography.

‘T'o know the boundaries of the Continents;
relative positions and capitals ot the coun-
tries of the world, and the position &c., of

the Chief Islands, Capes, Bays, Seas, Gulfs,

Lakes, Straits, Mountains, Rivers and
River-slopes. To know the forms of gov-
ernment, the religious and the natural pro-

'ducts and manufectures of the principal

countries of the world (Lovell's General
(;eogmph}
" Historp.—To have a good knowledge of
general, Enghsh and Canadian Hlstofy
sColher and Hodgins.)

Education.~—~To be familiar with the gen-
eral principles of the science of Education.
To have a thorough knowledge of the ap-

TR
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proved modes of teaching Reading, Spelling
Writing, Arithmedic,Grammar,Composition,
Geography, History, and Object Lessons.
‘To be well acquainted with the different
methods of School Organization and Man-
agement—including School Buildings and
arrangements, classification of pupils, forma-
tion of time and limit tables, modes of dis-
cipline, &c.,, &c. To give evidence of
practical skill in teaching.

School Law.—TYo have a knowledge of
the School Taw and Ofticial Regulations re-
lating to Trustees and Teachers.

Music.—"T'o know the principles of Vocal
Music.

Drazwing.—To understand the principles
of Linear Drawing.

Book-Keeping.—To understand Book-
Keeping by single and double entry.

Arithmetic—To be thoroughly familiar
with the authorized Arithmetic intheory and
practice, and to be able to work problems
in the various rules. 'T'o show readiness
and accuracy in working problems in Men-
tal Arithmetic. c '

Mensuration.—To be familiar with the
principal rules for Mensuration of sarfaces.

Algebra—To be well ‘acquainted with
the subject as far as the end of section 153,
page 129, of the authorized Text Book

(Sangster): "
£uclid—Books 1, 11 with problems.

- Notk.—For “female Teachers only the

first boek of Euclid is required. * -

Natural Philosophy—To be 'a'(:qx/x:iin_ted
with the properties ' of patter and with
Staties, “Hydrostitics and Pneumatics, as
set forth in pages 1-100, Sangster’s Natural
Philosophy) Part 1.

Chemistzy—-To understand.the elements.

of Chemistry, as taught in the first part of
Dr. Ryerson’s First Lessons in Agriculture,
pages 9-76. -~ Sy

Botany.—To be familiar with the struc-
ture of plants, &c., and the uses of the sev-
eral parts (First Lessons in Agriculture.

Human Physiologv.—€Cutter’s First Bobk
on Anatomy, Physiology and Hygiene.

ADDITIONAL FOR SpECIiAL CERTIFICATES
FOR TEACHING AGRICULTURE.

Natural History.—General view of An-
imal Kingdom-—Characters . of principal
classes, orders’ and genera—{(Gosse’s Zoo-
logy for. Schools,) .fior Wood's Natural
History]:. . 41w Py s ;

b
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the

‘objects on the blackboard.

Botany.—Vegetable, Physiology and
Anatomy—Systematic Botany—Flowering
Plants of Canada—(Gray's How Plants
Grow).

Agricultural Chemistry.—Proximate and
ultimate constituents of plants and soils—
Mechanical and Chemical modes of im-
proving soils—Rotation of Crops, Agricul-
tural and Domestic lconomy, &c.  (Dr.
Ryerson’s Fir:* Lessons in Agriculture.

MiNimuM QUALIFICATIONS  FOR - Frrsy
Crass ProvincCial CERTIFICATES.
Reading—-To be able to readintelligently
and expressively a passages elected from any
author.
Spelling.—To be able to write correctly a
passage dictated from any English author.
Etymology.—Asfor Second Class Teachers.
Grammar.—To be thoroughly acquaint-
ed with the subject, as contained in the
Authorized Text Books.
Composttion.—As  for
Teachers. ,
English Literature—To have a general
acquaintance’ with the history of English
Literature (Collier). | .
. Whriting—As for Second Class "T'eachers
 Geography.—As for Second Class' Teach-
ers, and 1a addition to possess a specid
knowledge of the Gedgraphy of Bitish
‘America and the United States, incliding
the relative position of the Provinceés and

Second * Class

‘1. States, with their capitals; to understahy ‘the

Structure of the crust of the "earth; ise of
e globes (Lovell's General Geography,
ind Keith'on the Globes,) "~ * "
"Eistory —General English and’ Canddiaa
(Collier an1 Hodgins).
« Bdncation.—As for Second Class Teach-
ers ; and, in addition, to possess a good
knopledge of the elementary principles of
Mental and “Moral Philosophy ; and to be
acquainted with the methods of teaching all
the branches of the Public School course.
School Law.—To be acquainted with the
Law and Officlal Regulations relating to
Trustees, Teachers, Municipal Councils,
and School Inspectors.:
Music~-To. know the principles of Vocal
Music. . .
Drawing—'To evince facility in making
perspective and outlinc sketches of common

. Book:Keeping.—As  for

Second Class
ibeachers.

bt s N
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Arithmeticc—To know the subject as
contained in the Authorized Arithmetic, in
theory and practice, to be able to solve
problems in arithmetical rules with accur-
acy, neatness and dispatch. T'o be ready
and .ccurate in solving problems in Mental
Arithmetic.

Mensuration—To be familiar with rules
for Mensuration of Surfaces and Solids.

Algebra.—To know the subject as con-
tained in the Authorized Text Book com-
pleted.

Euclid —Books 1, 1I, 111, 1V, Defini-

tions of V, and B. VI, with exercises.
. Nore.—For female Teachers, the first
book only of Euclid is required. If, how-
ever, the candidate desires a certificate of
eligibility as an inspector or examiner, the
same examination must %e passed in Euchd
as is required of male Teachers.

, Natural Philosoply.—As for Second Class
"Teachers ; and, in addition, to be acquaint-
ed with Dynamxcs, Hydrodymmm and
‘Acoustics, pp, 109-167 Sangster’s N'xtural
Phxlosophy, Part 1,

( hemical Physics.—Ta have a good gen-,
eral acquaintance with the subjects of H‘e’tt )

Light and Electricity.

Cﬁem:.rtry —As for Second Class Te'tch-,'

crs, and to be familiar with the peﬁnmons,
mienclature, Laws, of Chémical Comb-.
pa mn, and to, po‘sgess a general Knowl edge,
the Chermstyy of the Mgtalloxds 'md
M‘e s (Roscoe).
uman: P/u;w]ogy ——~As “for
Class Teachets.
“Vatiral Hi istory. ——General view of Ammal
ngdom—Chamcters of pnncxpal cIassess

Secqnd’

Ve Ve
"*,

CoM POSI'I ION WRITING

As we investlgmte the: workmgs of our
country schools, we find many of our*good
wide-awake teachers, that are up with the
times in the teaching of almost every other
branch, who are either slighting entirely or
followmg some “old fogy” plan of conduct-
ing composition writing, We- hear them
make this request : “Scholars, ‘on next

orders and genera (Gosse's Zoology for
Scoools) [or Wood’s Natural History].

Botany.—Vegetable  Physiology and
Anatomy—Systematic Botany— Flowering
Plants of Canada (Gray's How Plants
Grow).

Agricultural Chemistyy.—Proximate and
ultimate constituents of plants and soils—
Mechanical and Chemical modes of im-
proving soils—Rotation of crops, &e., &c.
{Dr. Ryerson’s First Lessons in Agricul-
ture.

ZooroGy AND FiysioLocy, 1sT CLASS.

1. Define Class, Order, Genus, Species.

2. Give Cuvier’s classification of the Ani-
malKingdom. Name and sketch examples
of each of these great divisions.

3. Give the Divisions and leading char-
acteristics of the vertebrate animals.

4. Name the orders into which Mam.
malia are divided, and sketch an example of
each,

5 Sketch and compare the heads of the
Whalebone Whale, the Dolphin, and the
Porpoise.

6. Give the characteristics of the lead:
ing species of the Mollusca.

7. To what classes orders, and families
do the, following animals belong {—The
"Horse, Lion, Porpoise, Seal, Rat, Wease},
Ostrich, Sparrow.,

. 8. Name the bones of the lower] ,ext:remb
ties. How many bones are there in.the
foot? Name, them. ‘

"4 9. “Wame the cu'culatory organs.

1o. Descnbe the structure and action of
"'he hgart .

et

TS SELECTI Q"N"s;

IN COUNTRY SCHOOILS.

Friday aftemoon I want each one to come
” .Lpared with a composition to read,”—a
dose which, though his pupils wwere sclzolars,
would be nauseous, if not revolting. Teach-
er, try the position yourself and see if you
are not willing to make Dick’s bargain with

(shem,/to say nothing about it if they will

not. Composition writing as it is some-

e T farae -~ 0 RTFR RO YR L g Sl e anan bl
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times or generally taught in schools, is one
of the dryest, hardest, and most repulsive
exercises imposed upon pupils. Yet by
proper care and discretion in its man-
agement it may be made the casiest, the
most beneficial and the most attractive and
pleasing study in the curriculum for comm-
on schools. In order to teach any branch
successfully, we should consider its impor-.
tance, the object at which it aims, and; the
faculties which it will develop, and in our
teaching seek to instruct in all those points.

As to the importance and practieal bene-
fit of composition exercises, we need say
but little.  Every person who has ever tried
to pen his thoughts on any subject, or even
write a fiiendly or business letter, feels the
mecessity of having practised composition.
writing. The great object at which we
shold aim, is not so much at first to widen
the child’s scope of knowledge, or to give
him fields of investigation, but give him the
power of expressing in good language that
which he already knows, thus increasing
and gaining command of his vocabulary
‘To always use the right word in the right
place is an excellency to which few attain.
But to approximate to this, a child must
have frequent exercise in the use of words.
And that he may have this, composition
writing should be made a daily exercise, cs-
pecm)ly among the smaller pupils, and ju-
dicious care should be exercised on the
part of the teacher in selecting subjects with
which they are familiar.

This we find to be no little task for the
teacher, but by a few suggestions endeavor
the live teacher to discover all the subjects
he needs.  For primary classes, have them
describe the objects in the schosl-room, on
the play-ground, along the'read or at home.
After the careful reading of a lesson have
them lay aside their books and write all
they can about what they h.ve read, tell
them a story and have them write it down.
Describe the pictures in their books, the
school house and yard, their homes, the
work they have to do before <chool, after
school, or on Saturdays.

And another very excellent way of arous-
ing interest 1s to have them all lay aside
their books and take up their slates; the
teacher now tells them they are to watch
very closely every thing he does, and after
he gets through, they are to write it on their
slates.  He now goes stamping across the
floor, goes to the water bucket, gets adrink,

back to the stove, stirs up the fire, thez on
tip tog to the black-buard, writes a sentence,
tums around, smiles and bow= to his pupils,
gaes back to his desk, taps tae bell, and
says he will give them ten minutes to write
what they can of his actions. Inamoemen;
all are at work, their heads are full, their
hearts cheerful, and tneir hand busy, and in
ten minutes thc. teacher will have as many
compositions as he will have time to. eulo-
gize and criticise. This exercise may be
varied to prevent monotony, and will be
found to be full of interest. For intermed-
iate and even advanced classes that have
not. already had the advantage of the drill,
begin with letter writing. First a short
friendship letter, either to the teacher or
some.friend. "These having been received,
let them be carefully cnticised in address-
ing, dating, signing and folding, as well as
punctuation, spelling, grammatical and log-
cal arrangements, neatness, &c., and re-
turned to theypupil to be rewritten with the
errors corrected  The Teacher should then
contrast the two and remark upon the im-
provement. In like manner let an answer
to the first letter be written, after which
business letters may be introduced, in con-
nection with promissory notes, due bills,
drafts, receipts, checks, &c., cirefully dnil-
ing on forms and abbreviations.

After carefull dnll on letter writing and
business forms, essays may be introduced,
but not as they are usually done, by allow-
ing pupils the privilege (?) of choosing their
own subjects. They are not yet capable of
choosing for themselves. This is one of
the hardest tasks for even older and more
experienced writers, so why impose it on
the juvenile mind.  Yirst teach Zueention,
not by overtasking and stupifying the child’s
mind, but by giving him something that he
can accomplish. L.t the teacher use care-
ful discreuon in sclecting  subjects; and
after he has selected a subject for them et
him draw on the board an outline of the
course he wishes them to pursue. As a
first exercise, let each pupil describe his
home, following the outline on the board.
Nextleteach one wriie his autobiography,
after which let each describe the occupation
of his father, or let him tell what he expects
j0 be, and why.  These may furnish sub-
jects for several lessons.

After this, miscellaneous topics may be
given, having only one or two writing on
the same subject, such as school boy (or
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girl) plays winter evenings, “sleighing skat- | mind in composition wniting, and instead of
ing, life in " & country—or town, school  detesting it'as they generally do, they will
life; imyportance of improving our time, lab- . prefer composition to any other privilege
o1, bad effects of chewing, smoking, drink- | yot may offer them.

ing, evil companions, rashness, quick tem-: For advanced classes, the teacher should
per, laziness, idleness, late hours, &c. | have adefinité course in History, Biography,
Diskwashing, cooking, ironing, baking, |and Science. But our rhetorics will help
churning, scrubbing, washing day, making ; us here, and teachers find less difficulty in
garden, raising chickens, ducks, geese, ‘our | keeping up the i~lerest in advanced classes
bars-yard, door-yard, spring, summer, aut-!than any othe . However at some future
wmb, winter, holidays, imaginaty trip to}time I may siy more on this part of the
New Vork, Rocky Mountains, Niagara ® subject, also give my method of conducting’
Fdlls; things I like—or dislike, and mny | school papers. 4. L. Funk, in National,
otlver siinilar topics. These will firnish'pal- } Normal. :
athble and nutritious foo¢ for ‘the: young'|

SCATTERING SHOT.

-1t was Curlyle,, who in his knotty rhetoric | most votes, has been the mosy popalar. .
Men have always been so prone to get into -

said, “Find mankind when thou wilt, thou
findest it in living movement, in progress
faster or slower; the Pheenix soars aloft,

hovers with outstretched wings, filling earth |
with her music, or, as now, she sinks, and:
with spheral swan-song immolates herself in

flame, that she may soar the higher, and'
sing the clearer.” The “grim old Scotch-
man” was right. Man is a creature of pro-
gress. He progresses in cverything. If
the woild is better to-day than ever before,
it is also worse. We are continually squir-
ming about, and hunting afier some new
thing.  Civilization, though it has brought
its blessings, has brought 1ts curses. But is
ot the general tendency towards the high-
er? A kind of zigzag march does the
world make, a short move backward and a
lang one forward.  Glancing away back
aiong the ages, we find truth cropping out i
aere and there, and in that great wave, |
which 1 may say, started with Adam, to be '’
Darwinian, 1 could say farther back, there is

2 deep siream of trath cver pashing for-.
ward.  Pythagoras and Socrates uitered
their truths, yea, even Tubal Cain tang them

out of his “brass and iren,”” and Jubal plaved |
Progress on his ‘‘harp and organ.” Pestal-;
ozzt and Richter were far in advance of
many in our day as teachers. Galen was
nearer the truth in medicine than many of
cur latest stars of physic.

uts, loving them b :cause they or their an-
cestors made them, and thus tney go on,
making them deeper as they go, and more

‘difficult to get out of.  Every clas. & men

have their ideas embodied in some kinc of
a creed which they think they must follow.
They cannot entertain « new idea vithout
first consulting their brother of the same
persuasion. The church has its thousand
denominational walls. Physic has its dog-
matical system~.  The Scientists set  them-
selves in order against each other, combat-
ing for a belief. Fdacators are no except-
ions old ruts are waveled in, and new ruts
are being cut which are as likely to be as
persistentiy adhered to as the oid have beean.
Men forzet that the invesugation of know-
ledge of to-day has ail the experience of all
the ages from which to draw, that he has
the errars, as well os the truths of the past
by which to profit. 1 amnotdenouncingsys-
tems or organizations.  How true the world
could not get along without a union of eff-
ort. Butitis the proscriptive adherence to
that which has received the sanction of
many that I am talking against.  All men
either follow or lead, or do both. Why can
they not march abreast? More independ-
ence is wanted, more ocriginality, more
searching and Loss copying.

Teacher, have you seen any thing yet

It is strange how men cling to custom, j that hits y(_)u'! Don't follow a method in
deeming that right which has seceived the | your teaching. If youdo, youwill be ina
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rut, sure.

I do not mean that you shall | the edifice.

THE ONTARIO TEACHEK.

‘fhough we work for others

not be systematical, but onbmate your own | t and others work for us, yet each must work

system and don't be afraid to improve on
it.  Ifyou have a good idea do not keep
the world ignorant of it or deny yourself the !
benefit of it just because you never saw it
applied before. Neither hesitate to apply
something that you know will berefit you
1t makes no difference from what scource it
comes. The old saying, “Seize upon truth
wherever found,” you can make your mot-
to. Beware of what books tell you. Books
are usually general. They leave the reader
to fill in the details. Common sense is a
useful article for the teacher, to have and to
make use of when he applies his book
knowledge. But good books are danger-
ous when the teacher is led to rely npon
them. We are so apt to be carried away
by a aew book, just as we are by a new
methcd of teaching.  T'ruth never changes
nor progresses, but it keeps cropping ott
here and there and men progress as they
see more of the right. We should tear ‘to
pieces the experience of all that have gone
before us and by choosing the best blocks
from the ruing builé up our owm edifice.
What is this panorama of mental life any
how, but a grand kaleidoscope which each
individual tums to produce his'own imagés.

l

J.et each one try to add some new stone to

i
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CANADA.

—Mr. Josepn H. Donelly, late He'xd
Master of the Stratford Public School,
having to resign his position on account of
failing health, was made the recipichit of an
exceedingly pleasing testimonial of respect
and affection, 11 the shape of a presenta-
tion and address from all the pupils both
of the High and Public Schools of Strat-
ford.

—Mr. Daniel Black, who has just quit
teaching, was made the recipient of a
handsome album, and Mrs. Black a crystal
dessert set and silver buiter knife, accom-
panied with an address, by his late pupils,
S. S. No. 10, South Dorchester. This is
the fifth time Mr. Black has been similarly
honored in five different schools.

| history’s page for them.

for himself. Let me see a young man show
his individuality. ‘That school which sends
out its pupils warped in one direction is not
one of the schools of progress. We should
love and cherish our Alma Maters. We
should respect every thing of the past that
has been ennobling, yet remember that the
future is the grandest. It demands the
most reverence. ““I'hrough the shadows of
the globe we sweep into the younger day.
Better fifty years of Europe than a cycle of
Cathay.” Yes, better a year of theiut-
ure than ten of the past. There is too
much hero worshipping. We are so apt to
copy men, instead of the truth. When we
copy men we copy wrong. Talk about
heroes and heroines. We need not scan
We can be heroes.
In yonder little school-house you may find
one, and such little school houses are on
almost every cross-road in this broad land.
Teacher, go on. Your work is begur here,
itwilk never end. Do you wish it to end?
No, it is your life, your pleasure, but as yeu
gb on you may. see more of the {fruit.. Ir
that Otker Land you will be teachers, Lhope,
for I wot there is progression there:

Dalias Lind. R .

PR

o1 . .

IWTELLIGP,N(..E L .

——Wc h:ne before us the vcr) mzcreanm
zeport of Robert Little Esq,, Inspector “of
Public Schools, County of Halton. Out.of
the mass -of valuable statistics presented,
evidencing much industry, we select the
following : The whole number of School
Sections is 56 ; no. of school-houses 6o, of
which 4 are of concrete, 19 stone, T4
brick, and 23 frame, freehold 56, leased 2,
rented 2 ; no. of teachers 72, of whom 46
were male, 26 female, 4 holding st class
Provincial Certificates, and 18 2nd class
Provincial Certificates , school population
between 5 and 16 years 5038, between 5
and 21 years 6334; no. of children of
school age attending school 5930. No. of
pupils registered during the year 6341 ; av-
erage attendance st half year 2581.26, and
half year 2434,08. Only 3 in every to0
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attended more than zoo days. Mr. Little
justly complains of the twu great evils of
absenteeism and rregelar niendance.

—Dr. Sangster purposes holding "I
crs” Institutes as follows :

¥or the County of Wataioo, at Berlin,
Qctober 3rd and ath,

For the County of Durham, at Port
Hope, October x17th and . 8th.

For the Counties of Iennox and Ad-
dington. at Napance, October 2jth and
25th.

DFor the County of Northumberland, at
Colborne Qctober 315t and November 1st.

1-

The Council of Puablic Instruction, on
the recommendation of the Central Com-
mittee of Examiners, have granted first
class certificates as undermentioned. There
were in all 27 candld'ucs of whom five
only succeeded.

Class 1, Grade A. -—-]ohh Lorenzo Davx—
som. - "

‘Class 1, Grade B—Robert - (,ochmne,
Moris ]ohns‘on Fletcher, Thaddens AV,
McLeavitt, ahd-Archibald Simel. - ¢« . .*

The McCabe gold medat was publicly
ptesénted by the chref superntendént to
Mr. Davison ¢who is teacher:of - the <fourth
division of the Boys’ Model School), in-the
theatre of the Educational Department,
and in presence of the Council of Public
Instruction, the Central Committee of Ex-
aminers, and many others. o

Addresses were made by the Chief Sup-
cnintendent, Professor Young, My..H. .
Lennan, Q. C., Mr. H. M. Deroche, iy
P, Dr Mchlhn, and, the Re_y Dr.
quxes . i

Of 'thé five successful candidites for
first-class, thre?z were  students * of© the
Ngrmal Schdol, mc:.dng Mr, D'u‘xson——-
Globe. =~ .

PeErTH TEACHERS Assocxmmy.m'-l‘his
Association held its usual meeting in the
Town Hall. Stratford, on Friday, 19th ule
There were over roo teachers present
during the two days of meeting. Dr.
Sangster was introduced by the President
of the Association, Mr. Alexander, I. P. S;,
and occupied the forenoon from 10 a. m,,
in discussing the best methods of teaching
Geogtaphy, “and object lessons.  In the ;af-
ternoon he gave a most lucid explanation
of his method of teaching .Arithmetic, and

&~ -

School - Organization  and : managemgnt.

INTELLIGENCE.

The public lecture in the evening on * The
Characteristics of Qur Civilization ¥ was
well attended and called forth frequent
bursts of applause. The Dr. was listened
to throughont with most marked attention,
having spoken sever. hours and a quarter
from the time he took the plaform in the
morning. On Saturday the Dr. called the
attention of the meeting to the methods of
teaching primary and advanced reading,
English grammar and etymology, and a
question drawer, occupying in all four
hours and a quarter. Mr. T 'er, High
School Teacher, St. Mary's, read an ex-
cellent paper on Scien:e Teaching.
At the close of the 2xcrcises the follow-
ing motion was Tassed uranimously :

Moved by Mr. Tytlcr, seconded by Mr. J.
W. Laixd, that the members of this Asso-
ciation 2re deeply impressed with a sense
of the importance and adva.iage of Teach-
ers’ Institutes, and are of <piulon that the
immediate establishment, by the Govern-
ment, of such institntions, with appropriately
experienced and properly qualified instrue-
tors, will tend greatly to advance the in-
terests of education throughput the Pro-
vince.- Dr. Sangster was elected honorary
member ofithe Association, or, motion, of
Mr, A. CwSteel, seconded by Mr. D.-A.
Stewart. <The Presxdent received a hearty
vote of thanks for the part he had taken in
the present meeting, on motion of Mr.
Hap-seconded by Mr. A. C. Steel. Mr.
Dearness, of Lucan, moved a resolution,
asngpermxssmn of Mr. ‘Tytler to have
his” éssay ‘pu”o}rshed m the ONTARIO
TeacHER. The motion was carried unani-
mously, and Mr. Tytler ‘promised to gi\c
the jmatter most * serious consideration.”

It was further moved by .Dr. Sangster,
seconded by Rev. E._ Patterson, Inspector
of St.rat.ford Schools, that a vote of thanks
be given to Mr. Tytler for his able essay.

Carrigd. .

TEACHFRS  INSTITUTE.—A highly suc-
cessful Teachers’ Institute was held by Dr.
J. H. Sangster, in the M. E. Church,
Strathroy, on Friday and Saturday,” 26th
and zpth ult. It was by far the largest
gathenng of teachers ever held in Ontario,
there being about 300 present. The In-
stitute was held for the benefit of the
teachers of West . Middlesex and the
Caunty of Lampion; but 2 number also at-
tended frem neighboring counties. , There
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were also present the following Public
School TInspectors: W. H. Ross Esq.,
Bothwell; E. B. Harrison Esq.,, Kent;
AT, Butler Esq., Elgin; S. P. Groat Esq.,
and J. C. Glashan Esq., Middlesex; J.
Brebner Esq., and G. W. Ross Esq., M. P.
Lambton. Dr. Sangster lectured for about
six hours each day, taking up the follow-
ing course: School Organization; Read-
ing to funior Classes ; Mode of teaching
Arithmetic; Metliod of teaching Object
Léssons; Grammar to Junior Classes ;
Composition ; Address to Teachers ; Ques-
tion Drawer; Closing Exercises. Mr.
Glashan presided on Friday, ahd Mr. Bre-
bnet ‘on Saturday. Any attempt to give a
synopsis of Dr. Sangster’s able and instruc-
tivé lectures would only do them injus-
tice; suffice it to say that they were listened
to with evident pleasure and profit, an
with earnest and continuéd atténtion by
the large nimber of teachers present. Not
otily did the Doctor point ouf m his Jucid
and ‘atfractive style ‘the bést meéthods of
teaching, bt he niadé particularly cledr the’
several successive naturdl and’ pfoper steps
that should be taken by ‘the"fea‘ch‘c;r in the
development of mind, and thé process of
education. * His visit'cannot fail to "have 3,
very ‘beneficial effect, and to'résult in gréat
improverherit ‘amohg our téachers. On
Friday evening the chiurch was' crowded
with 2 most intelligent audiénge, to hear
Dr. Sangster’s public Lectufe on Ediica- |
tion. Mr. Ross presided, and the lecture, ‘
full of thought and instruction, frequently
nising into eloquence, was listened to with
breathless silence, except when interrupted
by applause. A cordiai vote of thanks was !
tendered to the Doctor at the clase, to,
which he made a very happy reply. We
are glad to learn that he was so pleased |
with this, his first visit here, that he hopes
10 be abie to repeat it on some future oc .
casion.

Brant Couxty TEACHERS INSTITUTE. |
—Dr. Sangster held ‘a most successful
Teachers’ Institute recently in Brantford,
at which there was a very large attendance
of the teachers of the County. Promptly
at 1o o’clock on Friday morning the meet-
ing was called to order by the President,
Dr. Kelly, who in a few well chosen and
eloquent sentences introduced the lecturer.
On rising, Dr. Sangster was greeted with
loud applause and forthwith proceeded to

discuss the most approved method of
teaching arithmetic. Two things, he sa.i%,
must be kept constantly in mind in ieach-
ing this and all branches of Education,
namely, the development of the child in-
tellectually at the same time that the mind
is stored with useful, practical information.
He adverted to several errors in the present
mode of teaching Arithmetic in some
schools. His lectures throughout were
listened to with the utmost attention, atid
at the close of the second day the follow-
ing resolutions were unanimously adopted :

Moved by James Mills Esq., M. A,
seconded by William Wilkinson, Esq.,, M.
A .

First, that the members of the Brant
County Teachers’ Association and the
other friends of education here assembled
embrace this opportunity of testifying to- 7,
Herbert Sangster, M. A,, M. D,, their” very
high estimate of his abilities as a teacher,
author and lecturer ; secondly, that they
tendet 'thit ‘gentleman theiy most cordial
thanks for his great kindness in conducting.
their Teachers’ Instityte during the past
two ‘days ; and, lastly, that, in_their opim~
ior, his lectures are of inestimable value, to
teacliers, and his generosity in giving them
gratuitously is beyond all prajse. .
Maved by Thomas Pearce, Esq., Inspee-
tor of Schools, Waterloo Co., secanded by

’

| Wm, Rothwell Iisq.,

That the members of this Association,
being fully convinced of the great Dbenefits
that mwst arise to the profession from
Teachers’ Institutes being held throughout
the Province, consider it very desirable
that they be established by the Govern-
ment at its carliest opportunity, and that
a copy of this resolution be forwarded to
the Hon. the Attorney-General. Carried.

Moved by W. A. Douglas Esq., M. A,
seconded by GG. B. McIntosh, Esq., That

i the members of this Association desire to

express their sincere thanks to their es-
teemed President, Dr. Kelly, for his un-
tiring efforts in behalf of the Association,
and especially for his success in securing
the services of so able and cxperienced a
lecturer as Dr. Sangster.

At the close Dr. Sangster was enrolled
as an honorary member of the Institute.

The Association then adjouned to meet
again three months from date.
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UNITED STATES.

—Scribner, Aymstrong & Co.;. of New
York, liave issued the Jong announced Phy-
sical Geography by Prcf, Arnold Guyot,
“the foremost geographer of the world.”

. —The new Trinity College buildings in
Hartford are to form - three contiguous
quadrangles, each .ucluding a-space zoo
feet, square, all opening eastward, and:-pre-
sentinge geand front of.over 750 feet.

-=The meeting of the Nationa] Educa-.
tional-Associxtion, REfd in Elmira the first
week 6f August, ‘was' a decided sucgess.
Thie attendinte Wik 1drger thin at éither, of
the two previbus iifeetiags,’ The' ntmber
oFcollege presiderits dnd professors présefit

was unprecedented. Twenty-nine Stateb
were: . represented.”’
well sustained. . Prof.’S. H. Whité, of Pe- |
oria, Il., was elected President ofithe Gen: |
eral Association ; A. P. Marble, of Weorces- |
ter, Mass., Secretary ; ahd John Hancock,

X

of Cincinnati, Treasurer.

—Itis stated that the Vienna Eyposi-
tion awarded twenty-five prizes in the. de-
partment of education, teaching, and in-
striction to United States exhibitors. The
National Bureau of Education, the Smith-
sonian Institution, the State of Massachu-
setts, and the City of Boston each received
a grand diploma of honor, the highest prize
given ; Cincinnati and Chicago each re-
ceived. the grand medal of progress ; Cleve-
land and Jacksonville, Ill., diplomas of
merit; and the gold medal of merit was
awarded to Messrs. Wilson Hinkle & Co.,
of Cincinnati, as *the publishers and
manufacturers of the hest school-books in
the world.”

BRITISH AND FOREIGN.

—1It is explained, on the authorty of

The exerfises wére

Rev. Dr. Veeder, Professor of Natural |

Philosophy and Mathematics at the chief
college in Yedo, who from time to time
has been called, upon to examine the Jap-
anese students returning from Europe and
Amefica, that only those have been
recalled who did not make the expected,
proggess in their yarious branches of study.
The failures ate attributed by Dr. Veeder
to the want of knowledge of the language
of the country id which the student is eduy
cated. Thé Japanese Government, acting
“pon"ﬂ,\'is,,havt; ;e"sp,lved to send no more,

| studlents broad until such time as, they

have tindergone three or four years’ tuition

‘in this home college, and can submit ‘to a;

rigid exgmination in English, .Erench or.
Gérman. = .

'—A correspondent of the London Zimes
writes from Pavia, Italy, under date of Au~
gust 10th ;. “There Is, apparently, 10 Da-
tional school of statesmen in Italy, and the
reason is that there is,. properly. speaking,
no. real upper schoo} of any kind, in. Italy,
I have often adverted to the inefficiency of
the 22 State Universities which are still ex-,
isting in this country, and dwelt on the ex-
pediency of reducing their pumber, 1 asm.
glad now to have my own views backed by
the authority of so great a2 man as Michele
Amari, the historian and Orjentalist, who,
ina report he has just published, as a
member of the Council of Public Instruc-
tion, strongly recommends the suppression.
of many of the minor academical institu~
tions. Such a measure is not merely dic-
tated by economical considerations and 1B
obedience to the necessity of relieving the
over-burdened treasury, but it is also sug-
gested in the interests of the Universities
themselves ; for similar establishments can-
not cease to do good without being produc-
tive of much evil.

-
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TEACHERS' DESK.

1. C. CLASHAN E3Q., EDITOR,

~We present our thanks to our correspondents
for the numerous problems they have sent us du-
ring the last few weeks.

—One correspondent asks for solutions to the
Arithmetic questions for second class certificates.
The Publishers are not yet in a position to comply
with the request. Another asks to be informed
what is the best Theoretical Arithmetic:  The Edi-

tor must defer answering this question till some fu- |

ture occasion, t

—Contributors to the ¢Desk* will oblige by
sending answers with their questions and solutitns
with their problems. Attention called to
‘Young Teachers’ Queries’; other questions of
like practical character are sollcxtcd as also are cs-
says and discussions in answer. The latter should
be on separate sheets from any matter intended{ for
the ¢ Desk,’ as they will be handed to the General
Editors for insertion among *‘ Confributjpns,” ..

is

CORRECT ANSWERS AND SOLUTIONS RECERI¥ED.

40 and 41, A. G. Campbell, Durhim §'S: C
"Smoke, Paris ; Con. O'Gornidn, ‘White Laké; Win.
‘Coutts, Hamilton; and A.' McIntosh, Pitkerton,
the proposer. The last also sends’rémarkston
¢ Richard, King of the Ronfans,’ and-disctisiitng of
questwns 37, 38, nnd 39. [ A

[
n

. ANSWERS TO rkonwua., L

36. Running the pattern acrgss.the Toatq will : re-
quire 7 widths of 1034 reversible patterns,.or afizi
non-reversible patterns, being 3036 yds. and. 32
yds. 3 inches, respectively. If the cagpet be laid
lengthwise of the room, there will be ncedcd 6
widths of 1274 veversible, or of 13 non- rcv sible
patterns.

This pxobh.m was proposed to dmw attenuon to
the non-practical character of many of the “Téxt-
book’ problems, and of their, solutions. . He who
buys carpet on a “Text-hook’ estimate will, L\senty
chances to one, find, to his cost, that he Ims falkn
into error.
kinds in our common arithmetics, \v.hxch, i thc
student understood and realized, (m:xdc real) he
would at once perceire to be cither 1mpo~.~|h]c or
absard.  Of the latter kind many problems in stock

o

“There are many problems of othcr i

in authoriced  Arithmeties are  notable ex-

amples.

our

37.  We cannot discover the difliculty here. We
inserted the question hoping that some of our cot-
respopdents would enlighten us, but they have neg-
lected to do so.  MHold seems to be a nonn derived
from the p. p. of the Anglo-Saxon helan, to cover,
from which we also get our verb Lold.

38. Certainly, if we could dm,mcx no ditlic ity
| connected with tlw former que hon, a like com-
,plam.gcq.uuo,t e ma(Lc of this. Rwhﬂy to answer
this question, and o prove our statemcnt.», weuld
require a dissertation on the origin and function of
the Adjective and the Adverb in English, a disser-
< tation-that ought a0t to be ne:ded with the ma-
terials in works on Comparative Grammar and on
the Scnenu of Language, so plentiful in the hands
-oF ‘out  *Grammar Makers.” But perhaps ’tis as
well these ‘Granumar Makers’ have not seriously
Cittempted the” work,? ds their’ idea of probfis to
| found a theory upbwE ftheoty, and contiriue the
; process tithclike «the okd woman's support of the

i |.earthptlic last desindles o awthing, .and needs 910

retipport: Az old veriter on grammar .said, - If you
don't know what « word is, call it an adverd.
\Modesa writers sgem-to prefer to,call such. words
iconjunctions, [In.Iiorne . Tooke’s time,, grammat-

Jans, had, made )thlrt_)'mmc clgsses ,of gonquncnonS,
E (rather mare glasses than.ghere, WL, COMJUnCLiORS, )
| and,the List seams singe to.have. been increased ;

‘co-relative’ is one of the new breed

« Aptisa negative adverh, denying only.; only is
an :u,l_}cc ve, hmmng b (perhap‘ lhe noun sen-
tenge, t lhere ay be elmon,) but is a con)unctlon,
fgoxu }lhe xmpemtwc of botan to add also is an
agxerb and, opmnally scems to have’ modxﬁed the
.imperative bof, ho\v(cv«:r as making an adverd
modify a conjunction would horrify our self-styled
gmmnnn'ms the simplest way to settle the mat-
ter is to make it modlf) cither was or present, ac-
condmg to tabtc. ,

,,9 “The G. C M. of two or more Nos. is the
grc'\tp.st 1nc1sure {or, ‘wnit) in which two Nos, or
quau;mcw can be exprusv..d as integer muluples of
thc measure (ox uml) Thus, take two lines, 12
inches aud 13 inches long g, lu.pcctwdv and the




EDITOR'S DRAWER., 319

longest line that can be found, that will measure
each of the former, will be 1 inch long. IHence we
say I is the G. C. M. of 12 and 13. Had the
lines been 20 inches and 24 inches, respectively,
the G. C. M. or greatest unit line would have been
4 inches long. Ag’aiu, had the lines been 17}
inches and 21X{ inches in length, respectively, the
longest line tlut would have measured them would
have been 13{ inches long, giving 14 and 17 lengths
respectively. Nos. and magnitudes that have no
C. M., are called incommensurable, which should
be, but it appears has not always been, distinguished
frum the term prime. The side and diagonal of a
square arc incommensurable.

“All primes together have no common measure

Exceeding an ace which is all their treasure.”
The Arte of Vulgar Avithmneticke, Thos. Hylles,
London, 1600.

““I'wo whole expressions are said to be prime to
one another which have no common measure but
unity.” Sandemar's Pelicotetics, Cambridge 1868.

The difficulty arose from defining a measure of a
No. to be itself a No. and then denying that unity !

is a No. The same principle would deny that 6 is

a maltiple of 6, and therefore that 6 is the L. C.

M. of 3 and 6, for it would thus uot be a multiple

of the iutter.  {See Ans. to No. 3, Curiosities.)
PROBLEMS, &C.

42. By discounting a note at 20 per cent., 1 get
interest at the rate of 2234 per cent. per annum;
how long does the note run? Levi PaLMEg,
Sutherland’s Corners.

43. Analyze ““‘But with the breath . ...... cars 37
parse fill and mountaincers. Fifth Reader, p. 277.
J. Tarr, Georgetown.

44. Is the corrected (!!)} answer to prob, 41,
page 117 of Smith and McMurchy’s Elementary

Arithmetic, correct?  S. C. SMOKE, Paris.

45. A, who is 24 of his own steps shead of B,
makes 2 and 1-5th steps while B makes 34, and
3 and 1-8th of B’s steps equal 5 of A’s; required,
the number of steps B must make to overtake A.
A. G. Cayrserr, Durham.

56. Required solution of Problem 7, Paper 6, p.
161, Advanced Arithmetic. EFFENDI, Invermay:

SDITOR’S DRAWER.:

* DEFERRED.—Some  reyiews of works received
ere deferred till the November No. . P,
‘To CONTRIBUTORS.—We have-on.hand a'num-
bet of contributions awaiting insertions They will
retelve attention as soon as we can find space: ~for
them.. * .- . ; e
i GoIkG -+ ASTRAY. —Notwithstanding * we take
greaf-‘eare fo mail the TBACHER correctly and
Promptly, we occasionally héar of numbérs going
astray. - Tn eveiycasé, wherr a subscriber fails to
getit, on Being duly notified,” we ' cheerfully re-
mail it. -

To Taacuzké e rcspectl'ulty i\ t<"teach-
ers to send us a.ny practtcal hmts, suggestions, or
quenes, Which faay occur to them in the every-day
work of the school room. We want to make our
Joumalamedmm through “ which they can make
known to each other the results of their expcnence
and obsenahon

CA)!PAIGV OF x‘§74 —\We would direct special
attention to the announcement’ of our Fall Cam-
paign for 1874, in this issue. We make very lib-
cral offers, and are determined to sparc no exertion
t0 at ouce secure a wide circulation, and make the
TEACHER one of the mdxspcnsablc ands to Educa-
tion in gh1§ Province. \We ought to bave every

Teacher in Ontario on our Subscription List. Now
is the time to subscribe ! |

THe TrACHER rOR NOTHING.—As ar in-
ducement to teachers to subscribe for the
ONTARIO TBACHER we promise, duripg 1874, to
| publish ir full the questions at.the County Board
Examinations, ,We have already published nearly
all the questions at the last July, I:xammauons.
Teachers will thus see that, as the Examination
questions for ofie year' cost ‘§1.20, by subscribing
for the TEACHER: they*will get -all the other valu.
able matter in. the Teaxcugr, during I874,, FOR
NOTHING.® ©+¢y = .

szx- Essw—Wc are’ now making arrange-
ments “for’ the appomtment of a competent
Committee to examine and ‘give their award
on the Essays sent in, in response to our offer im
the September No.  We truist flere may be a large
number of competitors. Let no one give up de-
spamnaly under the impression that he, or she, has
| no chance of wmnmg the prize. Go on arid do the
very best you can,” and who knows but the prize
may be yours ! Even of you fail, the very effort
you make in wiiting it will be beneficial, and all es-
Says “that merit it, even if they fail to win the
prize, “will be suitably acknowledgcd ‘
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TeACHERS’ INSTITUTES.—Dr. Sangster is now
holding Teachers’ Institutes in various counties in
the Province, and while these gatherings of teach-
ers have been uniformly successful in point of num-
bers and interest, there is no doubt they will have a
very beneficial effect in leading teachers to adopt
improved methods of instruction, as well as stim-
ulating them to greater exertions. These Insti-

tutes are demonstrating practically what has so of

ten been advocated, that the permanent establisk™

ment of County Teachers’ Institutes, and their sup~
port by a liberal Government appropriation, 1s 0#¢
{ of the educational wants of our country.

ERRATOM,—The questions on “Zoology and Pby”

siology 1st Class,” on page 311, should have beeR
given under the head of Examination Questfons. ! % '
. . $

v
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The *“ OnTARIO TEACHER” has now nearly completed its first year of publication, and

has met with a kindly reception and a gratifying measure of success.

The Pubhshd’

have labored assiduously to make it worthy of the support of the friends of education ;
and they are now more than ever convinced that all the other agencies for educatio

progress require to be supplemented by a good live Teachers’ Journal.

They are deter

mined to spare no effort, during 1874, to make it at once praétxcal in the ¢haracter of I8

setections and contributions, high if'its tone, and harmomom with the ‘wants and- m“”

ests of the teachmg professxon

TWO ”@ﬂ THS

.“

FOR womme;** :

Or Fourteen Months for $1.25. o

The Pubhshers being determined to place their Joumal in the hands of every teaéhtrﬂ :

Male and Female in the Province of Ontario, offer the remainder of the year FREE

new subscribers for ’74, paying one year’s subscnpnon, ‘beginning with the N ovembet N9
Those taking advantage of this -offer should notify us as soo as p0551ble, 50°that 'a°

ficlently large edition may by printed.

As an additional inducement to Teachers we propose puttmg in the necessary;
to publish the examination papers used at the County Board Examinations, as SO0}
Subscribers to the “ TEACHER ” will therefore get §
REE, thus saving the original cost of the * TEACHER ” with one year’s valiable vea

ssible after each examination.

matter in the bargam

As we are confident all that is required to secure an immediate and v
crease in our Subscription List is that these liberal offers should be generally e’zn

3
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respectfully appeal to Public School Inspectors and other friends of educanon to glve t o ,594

publicity.

All commumcatxons should be addressed to the Pubhshers SR ‘v RS

4:53

‘ROSS & McCOLL,
STRATHROY,
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