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OUR ALPHABET.

The achievement of Freemagonry
in inventing an alphabet that is as
633y of acquisition by the German as
by the Englishman, by the Arab as
by the Indian, is one that is worthy
of romark. Before the advent of the
sraft the dream of @& uwuiversal lan.
guege was akin in character and issue
$p the dream of universal dominion,
yainly indulged in by so many warlike
potentates, The attempt fo frame a
Zongue that should be acquired by all
men was a failure—a Utopian dream.
Many have been the enthusiasts who,
all through the centuries, have striven
#0 win the honor of inventing the
world's language. Dalgarno, in his
«Arg Signorum,” Bishop Wilkins, in
Xis <Philosophical Language,” and
the famous genius, Liebnitz, are
among those who aspired thus to
master speech. But speech is in-
aapable of such mastery. It wonld
scem that even if all the nations of
the earth were combined under one
government, the different peoples
would each continue to speak their
own language, We sometimes fiatter
ourselves that the English tongue
will nltimately be the world's tongue,
Dut this is more than doubtful, It
would seem that only Freemasonry
gan thus make the congumest of the
peoples of the world, or rather of
$hose representative men among all
pooples who shall be found worthy of
Juitiation into the oraft. This uni-

versal langaage is not a tongue, but &
Masonic alphabet, a sign language,
exemplifying ‘‘a beantiful system of
worality, veiled in allegory, and illus-
trated by symbols.”

Freemasons were, in trath, firsh
instructed in the art of framing theix
universal language by the Grand
Architeot of the Universe Himself.
Divine signs and tokens gave us the
hint of Masonic signs and tokens.
What said Jehovah? «I do set ray
bow in the cloud, and it shall o 10r 8
token of & covenant between me and
the earth.” And again: “God said,
Let there belights in the firmament
of the heavens to divide the day from
the night; and let them be for signs.”
Ang still again: God said to Moses,
“Certainly I will be with thee, and
this shall be & token unto thee that I
have sent thee.” So, ander the Jew-
ish dispensation, circumecision was 8
divinely appointed sign. And what
is baptism, but (as the catechism of
the Episcopal Church assexfs) “an
outward and visible sign of an inward
and spiritual grace;” and the visible
expression of this truth is the “gign
of the cross’” made on the forehead of
the initiate into the mysteries of the
Church’s fellowship. The sign lan
guage is the esoteric language of
Scripture, and of religion, as well as
of Freomasonry.

There is something pictorial and
indelibly impressive about signs and
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symbols, that espeoially fits them Tor
becoming the alphabet of & universal
language—of the only universal lan-
guage, that of Masonry. It addresses
the mind and the soul, through the
eye. More than what algebraio signs
and forraunlzs are to the mathema-
tician; more than the mystic figures
and marks adopted in trade ere to
the merchant, are the signs and sym-
bols of Freemsasonry. They repre-
gent not words, but ideas. We find
that they constituted a part of all of
the Cults and Mysteries of antiquity,
—those of the Hindus, Persians and
Egyptians, of the Greeks and Ro-
mens. Truth cannot be perpetuated
without thein. They are the visible
body of truth. Masonie truth could
not maintein its existence apart ffom
Masonic symbology. ’

The beauty of the Masonic system
is, that it employs the same media to
express its teaching that it does to
instraot its initiates how to recognize
each other. It is nota tongue, but a
mystic language, & systom of visible
figures of speech. Go where the
Freemason will, so long as he does
not travel beyond the bounds of civi-
lization, thers, if he find Freemasons
(28 he will), there will he find those
who will recognize his universal
longuage. He cannot perish of hun-
ger, he cannot die of thirst, he cannot
suffer for lack of clothing, or even for
want of employment; for his brethren
will see in him one of their own fra-
tornity,—not an American, nor an
Englishman, nor a Germean, but a
Fresmagon. Grand old Brotherhood!
—possessing the key to wuniverspl
truth, and universal knowledge, and
the only real world-langaage.

A remarkable ocharacteristic of
Freemasonry is that there is nothing
visionary about, it.
It is for use. It was for yesterday; it.
is for to-day; and it will be for all
time. ¥ts truths never grow old.
Its langasge never chenges, Its
guccession never fails, It has among
its uymbola the sun, at iis rising, al
hich noon, and at its sotting; the

It is practical..

threa Great Lights; the thres Lescor
Lights; the working tools; with all
that great aggregate of signe and
symbols which constitute the visible
body of esotexic Masonry. As {lo
Great Tescher tzught not withou} o
parable, so Freemasonry tegches zob
without a sign. And yet the enemias
of the craft, the evil-hearted, empty-
headed, voluble anti-Masons, pretend
that it ig possible to expose Measonzy.
By iis very nature .it is incapable of
exposure. Itisa truth and o life,
wrapped up in symbology. Words

_are but its cloudy canopy, the atmos-

phere that surrounds it; signs end
symbols are its soul, itself.—Keystoze,

THE PRINCIPLES OF MASONRY.

BY BRO MANOAE B. REESE.

Masonry desls with man only for
the betterment of his condition intel-
lectually, socially and morally, brt
more perticularly morally. Its pur-
pose and objeot 13 to 2id in meking
him more nearly what he should ba,
to answer the interrogitory of King
Davrid by making its votaries wiser,
better, and consequently happier; for
it is & principls of human sction that
such persons, when associated to-
gother, will naturally seek each other’s
welfare equally with theirown. And
80 it is with man's moral nature thab
Mesonry has particularly to deal.

It is true that Mesonry is an
efficient and powerful factor in tHo
developement of the intellectual fapul-
ties, storing the mind with useful sgd
veluzble knowledge, expanding ifs
capacity and power io retain thd
pricoless pearls with which it is filled;
and equally true it is that it is effica~
cious in bringing the oraft togethez
upon the great platform of equality
and thereby promoting the purest,
strongest and best sovial system
which the world has knowa outsiZa
of the Christian Church. Andindecd
in many instances it hag sent forth
its ministering angels of love and
morcy and established and built ap
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friondeliips  lastiny dnd' ~benmefieial
‘whers Christianity was not porritted
4o oportly entex,'but which soon Tol-
Jovred through' tho “gates left &jm™
Dy the ontrdhco of Mavonic oliarity
cnd frateyrmzl coneord; and whire
theze bxe accompliched theintsllcstaal
~and docial Masonic results dre raul-
dzed. - ' '

But Mssonry gtops not with the
intellectusl or sodinl; but, true to the
purpose of its organizetion, it exhorts
tloe craft to be ‘ever mindfal of the
‘great chanpe, when it may be the
privilege of every ons by the benefit
‘of having lived & pure and blamieless
life, with & firm reliAnde on and un
-obiding trast in Divine Providence,
tp bo called from. labor on edrth to
-evadiasting refreshment in the Para-
dige of God.

And thas the principles and fensts
‘of Magonry take hold upon the moral
nature of man, and seok to make of
him that which was intended by his
Creator, ' .

1t stops. nob with its first or second
step, but by its beautiful coremonials
and soul-in%piring leotitrds bids him
ook forward to the preat recoripsitse
of reward which has heen propared
“for all of the faithful, ,

Were Masonry sn emply form,
“were ity ritwals no morée than the
‘machinery of languige and action,
+and its procipts & moral code with
B0 injurction to be influericed theve-
“by—a sounding bress accompoanied
By the tinkling of oymbals—then
‘would the eharges of the profaus of
‘it wont of inlidrent end intrinsio
virtue bg tras, and you and I, with all
‘Tovers of truth, would renounde onr
ollegiance to* it, despoil ity témples
and remove the Great Lights from
it3 altars. But we who have studied
ifs purposes aud to some extent hiave

exerts upon-the pessions and lives of

Men, while admitting with sorrow | B

thet all Mogons do not welk dpright-
1y, fear God and keop His commiand-
ents—yet we do nol hesitate to

declare that thbro is & power in out
beloved brotherhood which tends o
elevato the moral standard of our
rroe and to caude its votaries to ap-
proach more nearly to the destiny to
which they are called.

The fact that Masonic vows ara
broken by men who have taken therz
—that some who are taught to moz-
tion the name of Deity with uncov~
ered head and bending body, will o
far forget the teachings of the oraf
as to profane that Holy Name, is dnlg
proof that the person is living hinn-
self in disobedience of the motal pre-
oepts which he has promised to ohey.

The faut that those who have sworzz
eternal fealty and allegiance to tho
Supreme Architect of the Univere,
and constant fidelity to Hig sacred
law, will sometimes forget théir alle~
giance, is no evidence of fault in tko
golemn engagements which he hcs
made, but rather of the frailty of hig
noture, or possibly 2 mistake made iz
his admission to the sacred prociicts
of tho inner chamber.

But, recognizing all the elements
of weakness in our natures—that we
all are prone to do evil, let us for o
moment look at man as he is, ox
should be if govérned in life by ko
teachings of the Mystic Order. Eab
ug leavé off the more unpleasent duty
of proving our friendship by makizg
known the faults, snd torn to the

-miore inviticg field of estimating whab

man oan be by grace. Let us leok
at the brighter side- of the piscfura.
Liot us ¢ontemplate what man is whes,
by following the glorious tenchings-cf
the great Sohoo! Master, he is fitad
and prepared for & life of honor and
purity in this world and a gloricta
immortality in the world to comea
Lot us learn of friendship, morality,

_ 5vo | virtue, chazity and brotherly love—
fathomed its depths, who heve both { E . , .
felt and seen the influences which it }

Le

0L ES—] OENSTON,—At the residencs of {to
bride’s fathes, on the 25th Marh, by tho
Rev. A. Rowat, V. W. Bro. Jores Holwmes,
gt oo Slarant, & L of Comany 10
gecond deung . ) Oohn~e

Ston, By, all of 1765t Winohostor, Gnt.
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SONG IL

Air—* The Bay of Bisony.”

‘We've met once more united
‘Within the Circle true.

‘We Craftemen all invited,
Freemasonry to view;

And loud its praises sing,

And honor on it bring,
8o let’s be gay—prosper the day
Now wo can say—The Art we know.

Chorusa —So let's be gay, &o.

Ve've aworn to keep the token
“That each one here xeveres,
©Our vows shall ne'er be broken,
Whilet light Masonic cheers;
A tribute high we'll raise,
To our Grand Master’s praise.
Virtues rare,~true and fair.
Acting on the sguare,—The Art we
praise. :

Chorus—So let's be gay, &o.

wue.

The outer world enquiring,
Qur secrets fain woald know,
Our virtues tis admiring
As through its midst we go.
A happy faithful few,
YWao tread life’s journey through,
Proudly we say—live till we may,
Never we'll stray—from Masonry.

Chorus—So let’s be gay, &c.

TIASONIC INCIDENT.

One of our oldest subscribers, and
for many years Seoretery of his lodge
in this State, recently related to us
&ho following interesting incident:—
A member of the lodge of which he is
Reoretary, some time ogo left, with
hia family, for the West, and settled
in Yowa. Investing the most of his
means in land, events were prosper-
ous with Lim until the winter, which
was unusually severe, even in that
western country. His live stock
frozen to death, starvation almost

glaring him in the face, and with

cickness in his family, he was com-
pelled to send his wife east for freat-
menf. Asgoon agshe was sufficiently
recovered she was anxious to return
£o her husband, but she lacked the,
moeans, Her church friends inter-

ested themselves m hor behalf, and!

bod o box of uceful articles propaved
for her, which thoy supplomented®
with some money. One of the chureh
mombers (who was not a Mason),
meoting our brother, tha secratsry,
on the street, told him what they had
done, rominding him that her hup-
band wes a Mason, and asked him if
the Magons could not raise enoumgh
{o purchase o sacond-clags tieket for
her, as they wished her to keep tho
money they had contrxibuted for her
ugo on her arrival at home., Our
brother replied, that ¢Freemasons
are not second-cless deoplo,” and ho
at once investigated the matter, and
within three hours had collected
among the brethren $wice the cost of
& first-class ticket, which was given
toher. When she departed fozr home,
our brother, the secretery, gave her-
his caxd, on which he had written o
Masonic mem., and telling her that if
during her journey home sickness ox
any trouble should befall her, she
ghould inquire for a Mason, and show
him the eard, Her first trouble wag
at Ohicago, where she changed caxg,
when they refased to take her box,
which had accompanied her thus far
o8 baggage, except as freight. She
did not know what o do, nntil tke
thought of our secrefary’s caxd re-
curred to her. This encouraged her
{0 make anothex efforf, when eho
inquired of & railroad official whether
be could direct her to a Mason. He
roplied that he was one, whon she
presented him with the card, when to
her great joy in & fow minutes hex
box was placed on the train, and she
was speeding fo her home, where sho
arrived safely; and in writing to hez
friends, after her arrival, she acknovz-
ledged their great kindness, and
related the incidents of her journsy,
and her letter ended with these words:.
“God bless the Masons of Doyles.
town.”—Ez.
sy -G

Palestine Coramandery, No. 18, K.T.,.
N.Y., hasdonated $700 to thesuflerers
by the great overflow of the Ohio-
iver, ,



INTOLERANCE EXTRAORDINARY.

we

INTILERANCEEXTRAORDINTARY,

Xt appoaxs thet the good old Grand
TLodge of Massechusetts at its quar-
terly commaunieation, Juza 18, 1888,
‘Wrersasep, That ib “revognizes no
-degres of Masonry except those con-
forred under the regulations of Grand
Xodges * ™ If it had stopped
‘there, cll would be well enough; but
when it puts in as Masonic bodies the
Grend and Snbordinats Chapters,
Counilz of R. & 3. M., Qommand-
<ries, and Encampment, and specifies
pertioular jurisdictions of the A. and
A. 8. R., declaring: “that any Mason
who is hereafter sdmitted in this
jurisdiction, into any other orders, as
Magonie * * ig acting unmeasonically,
and, for such conduot, shall be lisble
£> be expelled * * and shall be ineli-
gible to membership or offics in
Grand Lodge,” it does seem to us
that it has undertaken to legislate on
matters that, as a lodge of Master
Masons, it does not know anything
about. Can it not, with equal pro-
priety, prohibit membership with any
pertienlar church or political party?
So long as & Mason is a good man
and true, and obedient to the laws of
the country in which he resides, what
“husiness is it of the Grand Liodge
whether he joins the Knights of
Honor or Red Men and ealls it Ma-
sonry; or peddles the degrees, if he
50 desires, provided he does mnot
operate in a lodge of E. A., F. C., or

The Grand Liodge of Massachusetts
scems to have hurled its bulls against
thoso “*who shall hawk and sell any
of the degrees, 8o oalled, hereinbefore
forbidden, calling them degrees in
Mesonry.”

. Well, we stand in fear and tremb-
ling, becanse we have taken the
Bestern Star, and other ¢gide de-
grees,” about which we know little
and care loss; but if our Grand Lodge
andertakes to intarfere with our pre-
vozatives in this direction we susll
‘give & most vigoroms kick—so wo

will. It is one of our inalionobla
rights, o “landmark” probably.

The Grand Lodgo of Kontucky onee
ordered certain bobks, purporting o
bo Masonio, to ba gent to the Grand
Seoretary and by him destroyed.
Wo happened to have such & bosk
end hed never used or read it, yet wo
rigLt loyally obeyed, and ever aftce-
wards esteemed tLs act one of childisk
woakness.

It was a daty to ourself to maintein
our right to personel properfy, and
in this country we thirk we have &
moral and a political right to joim
any ordor, ochurch or party theb iz
moral and true to the State, whethexr
it be called Masonry or by any other
nome a3 sweet.—iasonic Home Jouns
nal,

MASONIC BENEVOLENCE IN
ENCGLAWD,

The results of Masonio charity in respces
of our great metropolitan institutions fox
7883 become very remarkable facis im
themselves and deserve a little more com-
sideretion than a brief paregrepk in the
Freemason can necessarily supply. Yet we
mush remark, in dealing with the subjeeh
metter, that these results, large as thoy
seem to be, when summed up only repre-
sent, 83 w9 lately observed, a poxtion off
Englich Masonic benevolence. e £5G,
080 odd only concern the three greal
chsarities which Masonio zeal has foundod
and Masonio beneficence has anpgmented®
and developéd in awonderfal measure, Xe-
deed they form alike & very wonderfoX
reality, & gratifying recollection, these ki~
gonic charitis o1 ours, when we como 82
look into them, to . \easure out; thair worls,
to analyze their r.‘urns, and to roalize
their balance sheets, Assuming that there
are 100,000 Freemasons in Englend,—o2
whet other eociety can it be alleged o2
similar numbers, that they are raising the
amount whick English Freemasons collech
and devote to the support of these threo
charities? IXf the whole of Masonic chaxily

' in England and Wales was totalied ap, G

would, we apprehend, fali not far shord 62
£100,000 annually—as pound per hesd

For we have to sdd to the amount raised
for our great charities, sur ledge of bsnevo-
lence grauts, our provimeinl volss, cz=
private lodgo votes, omr provineizl exd
colonisl Mazonic charitics, and theze wany
ways in which anxuslly Mesonio beacte
cenco in intensificd and exhibited. AnR
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bo it rememhered, Freomsasons give in
Gther ways.. As mombers 6f religions de
mominatigns, 68 citizony of their cotuntry,
a3 part_end parcel of eooiety, they aro in-
Suenced and attracted By those countless
peals for objectaof utility, improveroent,
:ﬁncation and philanthropy which throng.
sround us in the age in which we live, and
which s humanifarians we oennot afford

2o disregard, which as soensible goneral.

boings we cannot affect to undervalae or
overlook. The metropolitan ocharities
themselves are now most remarkable
zealities. Originally small and unpretend-
ing ip themselves they have become by
gradual growth in their several spheres
#nd relative importance great institutions,
an exact parallel to which it is very hard
20 find whetLer at home or abroad. Take
4he Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution
40 begin with. We are now granting to
372 aged Masons £40 annually, in all
£6,880, and to 167 widows of Freemasons
£83 each, equivalent to £5;3¢4 annually,
xeaking o total of £12,224 in annuitjes.
And this nomber of annuitants and this
amount of annaities will in all progbability
erelongbe eem’sib‘ly intreased, so many-are
#he elements, so pressing the need. In
arder to render such- payments possible
£ho oraft has to raise for this useful charity
ay. least £10,000 annpally. The Boye'
School is now educating and caring for
#ally 221 boys, and is now: seeking to baild
axi organize a Junior Jchool to hold.from
£i%y to-one hundred boys, in all about 320.
Jis fonded property is small, though slowly
augmenting vear by year, and it requires
% laast £12,000 annaally to keep it in foll
efficiency. When the Junmior School is
gcrapleted 1t will reguire at least £16,000
zmnually. No doubt the large amoant of
1383 may be ascribed to the “*‘double voting,”
Put we understand from Bro. Binckes that
&0 generel fand has not, suffered, as some
Zeared. The Girls' School has received
£12,650 in 1883. It is now taking care of
237 girls, and we hepe that that namber
will soon be raised to 250, It requires
aboat £9,000 a year to-maintain it in full
efdicienoy. This last year is the largest
smount ever yet attained for the metro-
politan charities, the next year to it being
180, when £49,763 were raised.

wien we oast our eyes back, or let our
Inemories run say twenty yesrs, we find
£kat £5,000 among the three charities was
ecnsidersd then & “noble return.” Thus
fimes change ard we change with them.
Tow wents, new claims arige, new supplies
gre found, new energica are unfolded. As
Xroemasons we may bo proud of our
harities, and prouder still of that Masonic
z2al end liberelity which render them so
&:orough, and mueintain them in snch
epvigblo- vilality and such admirable
¢Eaiency.,

Bnt do; not-lot. ey of ug-think thep boe,
couse much is douo, and well done, and
nobly done, year by yenr, nothing now re-
moins.to be effected. Never would bo o
greater 1nistake, Despite the munificent,,
giftsof & few, and the praiseworthy saorie
fices of many, some lodges &ud chepters.
and brethren there still are who have done
nothing as yet for the oharities, With
1884 lot such an anomaly be obliterated,
such a blot removed, from our Masonio life
and professions. Where lodges and chap-
texs are too young .or too poor to make
availing grants from their funds, let their
membqrs.subscn’be among themselves, say.
fivo-shillings each, or half a crown each,
and let.the amount be sent up by the Wor-
shipfal Master or First Principal, and the.
votes secuxed to the chair, Let.them pex~
severe until more prosperous times, and
then let them make & befitting grant. It
w.t be & satisfaction to all to remember
that they have cortributed their “mite”
even to the support of charities so imports
ant to their order, so valuable and usefal
to themselves, and 80 consonant with, an&
expressive of, the general tenets and prine
ciples of F.eemascary.—London Freemasorn.

A MASONIC BREEZE,

There is considerablo of & breeze floating
through the corriders of the Masonic Tem-
ple, thé upper portion of which monument;
continues somewhat in the dilapidated con-
Qition of its Solomonic original, when first
exposed to the inquisitive inspsction of &
neophyte penetrating Rose Croix elucidas
tion, 'The origin of the troulle can be
traced to a prevalent unpleasantness among
the joint owners of the fraternal structura
touching the propriety of allowing some of
their tenants to meke the Temple a permew
nent abode. Before the edifice was dams
aged by the recent fire, the higher stories
in sccordance with the erchitect’s original
plan, wers devoted to encampment and
panquetting rooms, upon presur vtirn of
making Knigh's Templar literally , ay for
the whistle in their ocoupation. Finanoial
ezgezience subsequently demonstrated that
had this space been consncrated to lodge

oses the rental would have at least
been treble that derived from the Templara
and other sub-tenants. Now thut the up-
per part of the building is about to be re-
stored, & larga number of the fraternity;
and particulerly those residing in the rural
districts, who refuse to recognize eithex
Templary or the Scottish Rite as branches
of pure Masonry, demand, as co-partners
in the enterprise, that the edifice be ye-
constructed with an altered interior arrang-
ed Tor the secommodetion of third degres
Mazons.only.
They insist:that,.as the edifice was erecly
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e under tho anspices of the Grand Luodzoe,
Imowing no de¢gree highor than the third,
ead must be paid for” by subordindte lodge
duts, the Tenipls shall'not be profeaed by
tho trocd of any other men than that.of
$raoblue Masons. Still, at the bottom,
the - trouble causing a ajor part of the
cbmnmotion will be found to be & more
rotent apparition, laying no legitimate
clzim whetever to a Masonic recognition,
hich,Bfter the manner of the traditional
cameal, having succeeded in obtruding its
noze into the building, appears determined
to-stay even should it prove mnecessary to
evict  the owners. The “Nobles of the
Shrine” compose the disturbing element—
wveritable heathen Chinee amid the plod.
ding lodgemen, who, aware of their ad-
Tacsiveness when once teking hold, unite in
osvarning war-whoop, *“The S8hriners must
-0l 7o+ nc thorough dyed Dennis
Xearnoy has appeared among the Masonic
Trno.Blues. Still, as the Shriners are re-
cruited wholly from among Templars and
Sublime Princes of the Roysl Secret under
4ho Northern Jurisdiction, it will not prove
lorg befere some stalwart, dapper David
xuay.be discovered among the Peckamites
and the Hopkinsites, rival olaimants for
phesession of Corneauw’s Scottish Masonic
crown end mantle, venfuresome enough to
havs a fling at; the Mohammedan Goliah
and to attempt eviotion-of the Philistines
£ron the inner court of the Temple, if not
#ronxthe building itself.

‘As the Arabian Shriners are known to
have installed themeselves within the very
eitadel of Masonry and hold the fort in
dafianecs of protests from the aboriginal
Trce Blaues, who vigorowsly deny their
pictences to a Mesomo origin, whether
£7om the Tower of Heredom, the Heliopvlis
cf Mizreim, the Temple of Memphis or the
Hew Jorusalem of Swedenborg, the gen-
erally known sources whence hag flowed
4hg iliimitable streant of ineffable IMasenry
dnring the past few years. A Telegram
zeporter interviewed & distimguished Sove-
waign Grand Inspector-General of the 33°,
who has taken all the degrees and is letter
perfect in them from Alphe to Omega, to
glean some light touching the udvent of

5 ism into the sanctum eanctorum of the
Zrae Blues under the singular escort of
waliant Sir Knights sworn to wholesale
cxbarmination of the infidel wheraver he
can bs reached with an “f» hkoc signo
vmces.”

“I am frank enough to confess,” con-
filantly remarked thet sovereign wearer of
#lio Qouble-headed eagle, crowned with en
invs;tws& triangle, %that thera s.reﬂmany
myocteries in Freemosonry spparently un-
tnown to the erudite Prestglﬁ&;he traitor

tho most porplexing inystories for the Bluo
Magons bf the hour uppears to be tha
enigmatical corundrnm, Who are the
Shrinors? YWhenco¢ome thoy? Aud how,
like ground moles, did they,work their way
beneath the foundations of the Temple?
I asrwure you that many workmen in the
Royal Graft, who have had for years pash
incessant beams of light streaming into
their eyes from the East, the West, and all
other Liasonic quarters, acknowledge them.
selves to be cbtunded by the unaccountabla
glare this Arebic effulgence seeks to shed
upon them. Whenos comes it? Ah}
there's the rub!

At first it was believed that Bro. Rob
Morris, of Kentucky, in his Oriental pil-
grimage in search of the rising point of the
Bastern Star, had accidentally lost his way
while journeying from Jerusalem to Joppa,
ond fallen into the hands of certain Be.
douins from the neighborhood of Jericho,
from whom he adroitly purloined the rituat
of this Ishmaelitish profundity concealed
in the bewels of & celestial ram’s horn.
This fable has, however, been dissipated .
by suthority of the venerable traveller
himeelf, who aaserts that he brough$
nothing sacred back from the Holy Land
save a palm tree and a cookle shell, with
which he is endeavoring to nurture the
Pilgrirn Order of the Palm and Shell, al.-
ready planted opposite the dporta.]s of the
Mystic Shrine, and expected tc bear ripe
Masonie fruit npon the birthday of 8¢,
John. Then, again, it has been supposed
that these shrines aye the legitimate de-
scendonts of the mighty sect of Beni.ab-
‘Hassan, contemporaries with the originel
Templars, end presided over by that re..
doubtable potentate of Araby the Happy,
the 01d Man of the Mouantain, after whoge
educated precedent his modern descend-
ants are said to be anxious to convert the
cock-loft of the Masonic Temple into &
Babylonian hanging garden with fountains
of sherbet, and an ivory gouttle to afford
entrance of heaven.descending houris, pre-
gentations from the Prophet aloft,

““But this plausable delusion has been
scattered to the four winds of the legitis
mate Masonic heavens by a timely blast
from R. W. Bro. William Fowler, through
essurance that the last OQld Man of the
Assassing came to an apoplectic ending
while apon a-visit to the Refestory of the
Egyptisn Monks, and was duly buried in
Potter’s Field, in compliance with the.
sugtere mortuary discipline of that Coptio
Order, of which mystio fraternity Bro.
Fowler enjoys the misfortune of being the
sole surviving Grand Frater, without power
of nominating & successor. Now let us
come to the trae inwardness of the Mystio

IJozgan, the patrisxchel Cross, or thean- | Shrine and its connection, not with the

$izaerian

Worris, all jullicputable cuthori- | Templars, but, in.a.secondary degree, with:

£33 in thoir diffcvent lineg. Still, oxaof | the Knights 0f Ialta, You may romerm-.
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ber that npon dissolution, or rather, en-
gulphment, of the Phillips Grand Lodgo,
¢he majostio Masonic Hall, overhicad of
Cronk Titus, at No. 600 Broadwey, about
1868, fell into the clutches of o band of
subordinates to the Chivalris Ordor of St.
Jobn of Malta, who, appropricting the
gxored ceremonials of their knighted mas.
ters, for a time conferred upon indisorimin.
ste candidates the ordeals and.exeltations
af their peculiaxr dogrees, assuming, in de.
ference to this hybrid origin, the signifi-
onnt designation of ¢ Buns of Malta.!

“True, these enthusiasts performed their
labor, symbolic 8ad physical, with com.
mendable energy and self-devotion, and it
can be demonstrated that no neophyte who
had travelled over the rugged way, scaled
‘the gates of Paradise, purified in the waters
of the Jordan, or passed the inquisitorial
exannination of the Council of Ten, but
stood recorded as a perfect man among the
perfect. For a time the brotherhood en-
joyed herd-earned prosperity, until it was
discovered thut fow men, unless confirnted
politiciane, could be found competent satis-
factorily to discharge the duties obligatory
upon patronal dignatories, whose funotions
wore 8o transcendantly mysterious that the
official and explanatory titlec were never
expressed save by initials, after the manner
of the ineffable Masonic word. Conse-
quently, in absence of diganitarial example,
the common fratres relaxed in labor uatil,
finally, believing they were not seen by
themselves as they wished to be seen by
others, they rested from work fer resuscita-
tion, rejuvenated in the Mystic Shrine—at
least tha$ is how I Masonically understand
it."~—N. Y. Bvening Telegram.

IMMORALITY AND MASONRY.

Our attention has of Iate been
called to the matter of immorality as
practised by certain brethren of the
fratornity, and especially the open
boastfulness of several as to their
deeds, which should be concealed
with shame.

‘We would not take up the pen to
note so glaring ay vutrage on decency
and society were it not that theribald
parties glaringly wear Masonicjewels,
a slipper, square and compasses, and
keystone, and 'when remonsirated
with, and advised, if their course was
to continue, to remove the symbols of
our fraternity, that it might not bs
disgraced, the friend and counsellor
was informed in reply, they hed a
right to wear such jewelry, that in

addition to thoir being ornamentd
they were found to bo n sourcy of
protection in emergoncy,-and finglly
that theix objeotionable courss in
gooioty hed nothing to do with $hs
Institution of Freemasonry, which
had no control over their gocial Lfo
so long as the law of the land was
not violated nor revelation of tho
hidden secrets of Ancient Fresrnc-
sonry made by them. In brief that
their morals were not sabject to xe-
view by the fraternity, much less to &
frial and upon conviction punisl.
ment.

Digoussion led o inquiry, and so
our attention hes been attracted
tnereto more especially when, in leok~
ing for others’ thoughts expressed in
print, we turned up a fragment of &
number of the Masonic Review pub-
lished by Qornelius Moore, in 1849,
and of which we will avail oursslf ef
extracts herein. Bro. Moore says, ko
heard it asserted by e Mason in open
Grand Lodge, that, ag* an organised
agsociation, the Liodge hsd no jurie-
diotion over the moral character and
conduct of its members. A Mascn
had been charged with & breach of
the moral law, which was also &
violation of the laws of the land. .Im
defence of procsedings instituted
against him, it was said by his friends
that he was not guilty, and, ‘“if ks
was, it was no violation of Masonic
law, and he could not be dealt with
for it by the craft.” This isacase
point, and worthy of thorough undezr-
standing. Moore says, “If this Bo
correct doctrine, the soomer it is
known the betfer; and if the crafl has
no right to exerciso 2 whoiesome dis-
cipline over the moral conduct of it
mombers, the sooner the organisation
is dissolved the better. But Masonry
does recognise, and require an cbsex-
vauce of the motral code as taught in
the Holy Scriptures: and lodges have
no$ only the right, bui it is their duly,
to enforce that observauoe snd iafiich
Masonic punishment for dicobedienzs. -

‘We con depend apon the argumend
of Bro. Moore, and will proczed to.
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qucte in part.  “Every men givea his
rolcmn pledge that ho will ‘conform
to cll tho ancient established usages
end oustoms of the fraternity,’ Now,
is the observance of the moral code
=n ‘esteblished nosage or custom of
the fraternity?’ Why, what are the
feots? Masonry is founded upon the
Bible, end conpected in its origin
with one of the most interesting end
imporient faots recorded in the Bible;
#* * gnd to inculeate by symbolic
toaching the great moral precepts
contained in the Bible, The ancient
oharges and regulations, which have
come down to us from antiquity, re-
quire as follows: ¢A Mason must ob-
serve the moral law,’ It is not a
mere recommendation, it is an abso-
lute commend. It is hardly neces-
sary to ask the question, are drunk.

enness, profanity, adultery, gambling, |

obscerity, &o., violations of the moral
law? [Every man who fakes the
Sacred Writings es the rule and guide
of his conduct and practise knows
they are, and it were an insult to
common sense to disouss such & ques-
tion. A Magon, then, who is guilty
of any of these offences egainst the
moral law violates the laws of the
Masonic Institation, and is aaswer-
able fo those laws for that violation.

Let us consider further, every in-
felligent Meson will bear oub the
2geertion that & violation of the.moral
law is as much a transgression of the
zules and usages of Masonry as. it
would be to 1eveal the secrets of that
fraternity. A Mason is under no
greater obligation in one ¢ase than he
is in the other. Im violating the laws
pecaliar to Mesonry the individaal
sins only agsinst the rules of en asso-
.ciation of his fellow men; though after
passing fhe solemn ntes of his de-
grees this were & orime of damaing
tarpitude. Bul in the commission of
sduliery and its kindred criraes he
violates the laws, not only of the
fraternal essociation to which ha be-
Iongs, but slo the laws of his
«country, and the laws of Gred.

Let there bs no divided opinion

upon this eubjeot; overy omo whe
loves and venerctcs our ancient czdar
should watoh coainst the intreductica
of suoh opinions into tho lodges. Az
to the wecring of Masonic jowelry
thet is & matler of teate, but sertainly
vulger &3 well as in ill tosto whew
worn in cortain ploces and on sundcy
ocoasions. The blatant bravedo
needs no reply. But Megonry hag
jurisdiotion and tha right of disciplina
in oeses of immorality, — lebraw
Leader.

ON ITS OWN BOTTOM.

There is & homely, quaint expres-
sion, frequently heard, that “every
tub should stand on its own bottom.”
‘We like the edage. There is en o
of independence about it that strikes
one favorably. It comports with our
idea of what, in one senss, constitutes
true merit. Its meanirg more fully
expressed is that everything should
confain within itself ail the elcmenis
of success, and that which will enable
it to stand the test of public opinforz
snd such influences as may Do
brought against it, ansupported from
any other sourca. Unless it hes thiz
inherent strength it can possess buf
little value. It may Jlest for o
time amid the sunshine of populcr
favor, but will not survive the frowrs
of fortune, or a removal of thoss cul-
side props that have been used to
help hold it in proper position.

Another idea suggested by this
adage is, that anything while stand-
ing on its own bottom should keesp
within the province of its own desigy,
or in other words, should ‘mind its
own business.” Great schievements
have generally been the result of o
strict adherence to this principle. To
build on another’s rain is not safo ¢z
reliable. A good thing is nob mada
better by trying to show that scmza-
thing else is bad. Timo will relegata
esch to its proper position in tha
world acoording to its merits,. .-

Freemssonry hag existed from timd
immemoriel. So far 63 age can edd
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eplendor, oz dignity, or strength to

<o order, it possosses $hose in tho

highest acgree. It iz really the
foundation upon which all of the
mmany more moder: aternal ordera

a position, and especielly so thab it
shozid be done in so. old and respeoi-
able & Masonic body as the Grand-
Lodge of Massachusetts, But the
law will not bo enforced. It is ecn-.

and societies have been erected. | trary to the spirit and teachings of.
Many such have apprapriated to their | Freemasonry, and that freedom of
wuse the word Masonic, to enable them { action that Masons will reserve to
to build fo & greater extent upon its | themselves in this free country. It
populerity, Freemasonry proper has was probably only intended as &

talien no part or lot in these organi-
zations. It stands among them on
its own bottom, like an adamsanting
amountain whose lofty peak penetrates
the blue arch of heaven, towering
above all else around with a grandeur
that af once excites the wonder and
edmirat:on of the beholder. There is
nothing wanting to fortify its position,
and there is nothing that need be
seid or done to increase its popularity.
¥ .onn afford ‘o attend sfrictly to its
own business now and in the future
£3it has always in the past. Any
other course is beneath the dignity of
this grand time-honored Institution.
There is an effort being made in
eeriain logalities to forcs Masonry
Zrom her long established. position of
mea-interfersnce with other organi-
zations. It is prcposed that s Grand
Liodge of Free and Accepted Masons,
which is composed.of Master Masons,
%ag the right to decide what are legi-
&Hmate bodies of the so-called higher

geare-crow, and with whet effect re-
mains to be seean.

It is not our purpose at this time.
to discuss the motives that prompted
this action in the Grand Lodge of.
Magsachusetts, nor the object that
is hoped to be attained by it.

If there is to be & war of Rites be-
tween rival institutions in this coun-
try, claiming to be DMasonic, they
ghould be permitted to fight their.
own battles. Ancient Craft Masonry:
can not afford to take any pars in the-
controversy, and the Grand Lodge:
that does so will eventually find &.
rival body within her jurisdiction-
sssuming authority over the firsf’
three degrees of Masonry.—Masonic
Advocate. -

TAKING TEE DEGREE.

He 1wakes 233, when his Wife Tambled to
: the Backet, .

A middle-aged lady, with a black

egrees, and may dictate to all Master | alpaca dress worn shiny at the elbows,
Tiasons under its juriediotion thaf { and a cheap shawl and a cheap bon-
should they become members of any | ne*, and her hands puckered up in.
others, they shall be lisble o expul- | blue, as though zhe had just got her
=ion from all the rites and privileges | washing out, weat into the office of &-
of Measonry, The Grand Lodge of | prominent Meson a few mornings.
2Jassachussetts actually passed such | since and took a chair. She wiped
4 law at its last annual meeting. We | her nose and the prespiration from
venture the assertion that after this | her face on a blue-checked apron, and
Grand Lodge is opened at its next) when the Mason looked at her with
gunusl meeting, chenld ths law bean interested, brotherly look, as
enforeed and the penalty of expalsion | thongh she was in tronble, she said:
inflicted on all the members liable| ¢Are you the boss Mason?"

nader it, thers wounld not be more; He blushed, told her he was a Mg«
than a bare quornm left to transact | eom, but not the highest in the land.
its business. If szems strangs that | Sho hesitated a moment, fingered the-
a majorily of any Grand Lodge | corner of ker apron, carled it up like
skonld be found willing to ploce An- | a boy speaking » piece in school, and
giant Craft Masonry in so ridionlons | asked: -
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«Have you taken the wholc 288 de- | wrong psixr of drawers on, and when
grees of Masonry?” ‘ I asked him how it was, ne said it
The manilaughed and {old her there | was a seuret he could not zeveal under
vwaro only thirty-threo degrees, and | penelty of being shot with a cannon,
thot he had tsken thirty-two. The} All he would say was that he took &
other degres conld only be taken by & | degres, I have kept a little track of.
wvary fow who were recommended by | it, and I fioure he haa taken 283 de-
- &he Grand Lodge, and they had to go | grees, including the Grand Sky Fugle
to New York to get the thirty-third | degres, whioh he took the night he
Cogree. The lady studied a minute. | came home with his lip cut and his
anpinned the safety pin that held her | oar hanging by a piece of skin.”
chawl togather, and put it in her| ¢Q, medam,” seid the prominent
wmonth, took a long breath, and said : | Mason, “there is no Sky Fugle de.
“Where does my husband get tho { greo in Masonry. Your husband has
cther 200 degrees then?” —-" 1lied to you.” .
The prominent Mason said he| <That's what I think,” said she, a
gussced her husband never got 200 | a pale.light appeared in her eyes.
degrees, anless he hed a degree fac- | “He said he was taking the Sky Fugle
2ory. Hoe said he didn’t understend | degree and fell through the ekylight.
ko ledy. I had him sew<d up and he wasready
¥Dg2s my husband have to set up | for more degrees. After he bad taken,
with a corpse three nights's wesk?” | I should think about 150 degrees, 1
che asked, her ayes flashing fire. “Do | told bim X shounld think he wonld leb
you kesp a Iot of sick Mazons on tap | up on it, and put some polatoes in
for my husband to set up with thres | the cellar for winter; but he said when
mights?” 2 man got started on the degrees he
The prominent Mason said ho was [ had to take them all, or he didn't
thankful that fow Masons died, and | amount to anything. One fime T
auly ocoasionally wae one sick enongh | wanted s hat to wear to chureh, with
%o oall for Masonio agsistance. When | a feather on, and he said feathers
& Macon wes sick, and away from | were all nonsense, and -the next day.
home, or when his fawily desired it, | he brought home & leather case with
the brathren wera only foo glad tosit | a felt conl scuttle in it and a feather:
ap with him, but there were s0 many | on it thet conldn't have cost lessthan:
Tizsons, and so few sick, that it was | ten dollers the way I figure millinery..
@nly once in two or three months | And when he put it on, and Ilaaghed
that a brother was celled upon to sit | at his ridicnloas appearance, hie be-
wup vith anybody. “But why do you | gan ‘o throw his arms aronnd, and I
onk these questions, madam?” said | asked him what was the metter, and
¢he prominent Mason. he said that it was the grand heiling
The women picked the fringe of | sign of disiress, and if I dida’t look
Yier shawl, hung her hezd down and | out an avenger would appear from &
said: dark closet and run a toad-sticker
‘“Well, my husband bigan to join | through me for g scoffer. He must
the Masons about two years ago, and | have spent & fortune on the last hun-
Lo bas been taking degrees cr silting |, dred ard fifty degrees. One morning
up with psople ever sincs, cnd he | he oame home with his-cozt-tail split
comes homeo at all {imes of the night, | right up his beck, and his pants torm
eémelling of bear sud cheese. I : just 2s thongh a dog bad chewed him,.
thonght at first that the chesss was | and one eye closed up, ard a wad of
¥ho.zesnlt of his going to the morgue ! hair pulled right out of his héad, and
€ help carry brother Mssons home, | ho said ho had baen taking tha 200th
&fter thoy hod heea found in the river. | Gegres, but ho wonldn't tell mohow it
o hos. come homg fwice with the | happened, Bicausd it was & Qs
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goeoref. Sometimas & brother Mazon
comes home with him along in the
morning, and they gab about ¢a full
flush,’ and they both act full as they
stend on the steps and gab ‘sbout
their ‘pat hands,’ and ‘raising ‘em
out,’ and. ‘calling,’ and ‘bob-tsil
flush,’ One night when he was
asleep T heard him whisper, I :.:aise
you ten dollars,’ and when I wanted
to know what h¢ meant, he said they
had been rsisit ya purse for a poor
widow. Another time he raised up
in bed, after he had been asleep, and
shouted ‘I stand pat,’ and when I
wanted to know what he meant, he
said he’d be ruin if I told of it. He
said he had mentioned the pass-word,
and if the brethren heard of it they
would put him out of the whay.
Mister, is I stand pat,’ your pass-
word?"”

The Mason told her it was not.
That the words she had spoken was
an expression used by men when
playing draw-poker, and he added he
-didn’t believe her husband was a Ma-
gon at all, but thet he had been lying
to her all these years.

She sighed and said; “That’s what
¥ thought when he came home with s
lot of ivory chips in his pocket, He
seid they used them ab the lodge to
vote on candidetes, and that s white
clects and & blue rejects a candidate.
If you look the matter up and ses
if he has joined the Masons I will be
obliged to you. He says he has taken
all the 288 degrees, and now the boys
want him to join the Enights of Pyth-
ias. I want %o get out an injunction
to prevent him from joining anything
else until he gets some anderclothes
for the wirter. I'll tell yon what I
will do. The next time he says any-
thing about Sky Fagle degrees and
eonsistory nonsensa, I will use s wash-
board and cause him {o believe there
is one degree in Masonry he has
missed; aud now geod-bye. You have
comforted me grestly, and I will lay
awake to-night till my husbsnd comes
Erom tho lodge with his pat hend and

T will make him think he has fergot-
ten his ante.” '

The lady went out to the grossry
to buy some bar soap, and the proms~
inent Mason resumed his businesy
with g feeling that weare nof all trulg
good, and there is cheating going en
all around.—Peck’s Sun.

G od

WHAT I8 MOST NEEDED.

Froemasonry is admitted by all to
be the oldest fraternal organizatiom
in the world, It has come dowm
from one generafion %o anocther
thirough a succession of ages until itz
origin has been lost in the remets
past of prehistoric time. Founded
upon the immortal reck of trath,
has stood immutable while s}l things
else have changed or have been oh-
literated by decay. So far as per-
tains o outward forms and care-
monies, it can not be claimed thal
there hes been no changs in Free-
masonry, nor that they are mow
universally the ssme. So widely
extended into every couniry and
among every race of people upon the
{ace of the earth, these must neces-
sarily be adapted, toa certain exfent,
to their habits and the facilities
afforded to communicate end impress
upon others the snblime mystery.
But there is an universal Ianguage of
Megonry thap is readily recognized,
althongh the words spoken may ba
in an unknown tongue. The Masom
traveling around the world never finds
himself where the talismanie mgm
would fail of recognition, or his Re~
sonic appeal for assistance would ha
made in vain.

Freemasonry, thus possessing as it
does, over all other institutions im
the world, the prestige of age and
universelity; enrolling at the present
day among its pafrons nearly all of
the crovned heads of the Old World
and the greaf statesmen of the New;
carrying upon its roll of honored desd
the names of heross and patricls
whose noble decds will live through-
out a1l time, and wpenitsrolloflivies
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%o namos of hundrads of thousands
©f gaod men aand true; has within itself
ol the elemonts mnecessary. to com-
smand respect, and to commend it to
Zhogood opinion of the world at large.
3t requires no other advertising or
olap-trap inventions of any sort fo
sitenot  attention and bring to its
doors for admicsion suoch men as
wwould be an honor to the institution,
sud such as Masonry in turn would
%o pleased to honor. It is pre-emi-
eatly the noblest, the grandest, and
the most sublime of all fraternal or-
ganizations, and stands without &
peer in its ability to make men wiser,
botter, and consequently tanre happy.

There are, however, some young
Mesons, and perhaps a isw of the
©Mer ones, who are endeavoring to
popularize Freemasonry. Without a
true appreciation of its dignity and
gtanding, they would report to the
methods of more modern organize-
%ions to atiract tha attention of those
pateide of the institution, and thereby
gain new members, Recently, while
disoussing the propriety of celebrating
the anniversary oi the organization of
the oldest commandery in Indians,
oue of the oldest membsex3 urged as a
zeason for so doing, that the com-
mendery would thereby gain several
new members. The real benefits to
bo derived from such & celebration,
the strengthening and perpstuating
the bonds of fellowship and love that
ghould exist among all valiant and
megnanimous Sir Knights, was lost
gight of in a desire fo gain new mem-
bers, So it is always among this
¢lass of Masons who ara seeking to
popularize Freemasonry. They would
$ill columns of the gecular press with
tho names of oandidates, and the do-
ings of Masonio bodies, hoping there-
Dy to attrect the attention of others
and secure more petitions. Especiolly
Aies this bean the case in the A, & A.
Fite in this and other cities. The
doings of Masonic bodies have besn
msde public to such an extsnt as to
&lmost disgust real Measons, those who
would maintein the honorend digaity

of the fraternity as it has come Jowh
to them from the hands of those who
defied perseoution and even denih to
perpetuate the noble principles that
wera tanght fo them as Freemasonry,

What is now most needed is less.
ostentation and more real Masonic
work. The grand object of Freems-
sonry is nob to make Masons, bub to
improve the condition of those who
are entitled to ite benefits. ANl who
wonld become Magsons shounld come
of theie own free will and accord, and
because they are desirous of doing
good to theirfollow-mez, When asac.
ciated together upon this principle,
Masons becoms a8 mambera of one
family, seeking each others’ welfars
and happiness equally with their own,
Peace and harmony will always pre.
vail in the lodge room and among
individual members. The good ex-
smple thus afforded will carry the
beauty and atiractiveness of Masonry
into all the walks of life, and prove
more potens in inoreasing its popu
larity and influence among the hetter
clags of men, such as would meke
good Masons, than the most gorgeous
parade of Enighis Templar, or any
other public display that may be
made. Thege things may do for
more modern organizations, but, what
is most needed in the time honored
institution is less tingel and more of
the pure gold of Freemasonry.—i{z-
sonic Advocate.

PLAIN WORDS,

You are boand by the most solemn-
engagements to whisper good counsel
in the ear of an erring brother and
endeavor to aid in his reformation..
Dare you say that you have kept your
pledge? None fo Huri! You are
bound in honor, ag & gentleman, not
to traduce the character of a brofher.
Have you kept the obligation? No?
You are bound to help, 2id and ossist
worthy brethren or their families int
need. These sre all avound you.
Whet have you dome? Noi much?
How can you help? Not by & grudg-
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ing pittance. That is an insult. If
they are in want, relieve pressing
-needs and: interest others to join you
in putting them in a way to help
themselves, If traduced, deferid, A
good wish is nothing without acts.
Honestly, what part of your obligation
have you faithfully kept?

You ask us the same questions?
‘We answer—we put our mouth in
the dust of humility end ery ¢un-
clean,” and pray—as Masons are
taught to pray for help to do our
duty better. But our shortcomings
don’t help you. If we committed
murder that“would not excuse yon.—
Mas, Home Journal.

&0

MASONIC ITEMS, . *

The Freemason, London, England,
entered on its seventeenth volume
with the first number for January.
‘We wish our respected contemporary
continued success, and many, many
yeers of prosperity.—Ez. Ditto.

Bro. General Lord Wolseley has
accepted the Senior Wardenship of
‘Wolseley Liodge, No. 1993, Manches-
ter, England, which was named in
honor of our distinguished brother,
and was consecrated in March of last
year.

The Freemason's Repusitory says that
Royal Standard Lodge, of Halifax,
N. 8., still retains its connection with
the Grand Lodge of England, bat as
its members either belong to the army
or navy, end no oandidates are re-
ceived except from those sources, no
harm ensues, because it is not form-
ally ellegiant to the Grand Lodge of
Nova Seotia.

The Victoria Freemason says thab
Sthe curse of Masonry in this colony
for years past has been the want of
urity, and, from the nature of things,
unity is nof possible until all are
banded together—not ander English,
Jrish, or Scottish Constitutions, bat

“United we stond, divided wo falfP
Invasion of joriediotions will @e§
unite us. C

The Keystone says thab & largely
attended meeting was held in Phily-
delphia, to copsider the establishment
of & Masonic Homa, .Forty-cne
lodges, three mark lodges, nine ohap-
torg, four commanderies, one coungil,
and the veterans and A. & A. B. Rits
were represented. May the God of
the widow and orphan grant thom
success. Hard work and plenty of it
is before you, but patience and persa~
verance will accomplish ell things.

‘We have received information from
Plymouth, Pa., that dn individéal
calling himself ““Alexander Daviddon,
of Canandaigna Lodge, No. 294, Can~
andaigua, N.Y.,” i3 an impostor,
and should be passed round as suck.
He is appareutly thirty or thirty-five
years of age, aboutfive feet ten inches
high, weighs about one hundred ondl
forty pounds, has mustacke and smsll
side whiskers and somewhat florid
complexzion, and in general appedr-
anee would pass for a coninercial
tiaveler or agent.—Ez.

Music is-one of the most beautifel
adjuncts of Masonry. The cere-
monies, ennobling as they’are, gather
force when atcompanied with tho
strains of tae organ. Here music is
in its right place, and performs fune-
tions which, if not indispensgble, 50
at Ieast in harmony with the miim
objeat, and exceedingly beautifal axd
impressive, .There is no objection to
music at banquets either, provided@
the cost comes out of thelodge furtds,
and the brethren have a voice in gdxe
trolling the exponditure.~Freemasens’
Chronicle :

The Rev. Marcus Haines was cno
of the initiates in Israel Lodge, Ne.
205, London, recently, end in zSe
sponse to & toast to the initiates, of
the banquet that followed, he plés-

that of the land we live in.” True, | enntly said: His knowledge of Erac-
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thasonry was limited; for five or six
‘srecks ho had onduied much snxisty
Before he could gather up couragsto
join the fraternity, The suspense
between the time of his proposition
and initiation was very great, and he
preyed that some one woald give the
requisite number of black balls to
woxolude him. His friends mede many
inquiries after his health; he never
hed so many friends before. They
asked if he was going abroad, and he
replied, very much abroad; but now
he felt quite at home—much more so
+than he had done a few hours be-
fore.”

Tae Geano Loper oF Peru.—The
Keystone says:—<The so-called Grand
Lodge of Peru has a doubtful Ma-
.80nic status. It seems. to have been
the outgrowth of a Grand Orient,”
Not so. It was formed in order fo be
iree from Grand Orients. Only five
lodges were represented in the con-
vention, but the prompt aceession of
four others confirmed the procesd-
ings, and, with that healing, it1s asreg-
wlar & Grand Liodge 88 can be wished.
Moreover, the formation there of a
Grand Liodge under the York rite,
carefully observing the acoustomed
formelities, is a matter for great con-
gratulation, and deserves prompt re-
-gognition, .It is the road out of diffi.
culty for many s vexed jurisdiction
among Latin nations.

Woe have several Lodges that owe
‘their origin to the volunteer move-
ment, and most likely the number
will grow. They cennot boast the
age of Lodge No. 620, Ireland, said
to be the first Volunteor Liodgs, whose
warrand bears date 4th September,
1788, and the centenary of which was
celebrated at Dublin lost year. The
brethren used to attendin full uniform
up to 1844, to the beating of the
drums and the music of the regimen-
tal march. Some of the original re-
gelia are still in the possession of the
Liodge and used.on certain oceasions,
The drums avre baaten when the W.

.M. elact is.ingtalled, and when'the

W.M.'s heaith is proposed tho.ragi-
menital niryéh is played. Tt.is 'm

-matter of interest to notice that ths

shemrook is absent from the decora-
tions on colors and drums, which sra
otherwise ornamented with roses, oak
leaves, and thistl s, — Freamdsen's
Chronicle,

“Ceneral Grand Counei! of Royhl
and Select Masters of the United
States of America.” The first Trien-
nial Assembly of this organizatiom
wes held in Denver, Jolorado, August
14th, 1883, and the proceedings
appear in pamphlet form of historisal
interest in matters Masonic. The
address of Most Puissent G. @.
Magster, Josiah H. Drummond, is
referred to for partioulars, but he
reported the constituent Stats Grand
Councils to be those of Alebamsn,

‘California, Florida, Georgin, Indidns,

Kanses, Lonisiana, Maine, Llarylard,
Massachusetts, Minnesota, Missourt,
New Hampshire, New York, Ohio,
Tennessee and Vermont; to this he
adds, <“The Grand Council of South
Carolinahasre-organized, and becoms
& constituent of this body.” Thesa
Grand Councils zeport a total of 265
subordinate Councils, with a tofal
membership of 14,501. - Aftached to
the proceedings is a copy of tha
Constitution of the General Grund
Couneil, a brief but no doubt suliz-
ciently comprehensive instramens fo
meet the wants of the Cryptic Rite.
The next Triennial Assembly, will ba
held in Washington, D. C., in 1885,
George M. Osgoodby, Baffalo, N, ¥.
is M. P. G. G. Master; Geo. dJ.
Pincard, New Orleans, Le., R. P. G.
G. Dep. M.; George W. Cooley, Mitine-
spolis, Minn,, R, P, G, G. P. C. W.;
Orestes A. B. Benter, Columbuy,
Ohio, Gen. G. Trees.; Benjamin B,
Haller, Memphis, Teru., Gen. .
Reo.; Robert Van Valzah, Ind,, R. .
0. G.; John Haigh, Massachussits, B.
P, C. C.; Henry S. Orme, Qalifornia,
11%. g Lsi.; G. L. MoOskan, Meryland,
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Thoe Liord Mayor of London, Bro.
Alderman R. R, Fowler, on January
Sigt, 1884, was installed W. M, of
Grand Masters’ Lodge, No. 1, of Lon-
don. With regard to this lodgs, now
a$ the head of the roll of the Grand
Liodge of England, a correspondent
of The Freemason truly remarks:—
sBtriotly speaking, the Grand Mas-
%oxrs’ Lodge is No. 1 by an accident.
At the “Union” lots were drawn for
precedence, and the Ancients winning,
-tho leading lodge became No. 1, the
oldest lodge of all—now Antigity, No.
2, formerly Antiquity, No, 1—taking
second place on the United List. As
compared historically to No. 2 and
otkers, No. 1 is a comparatively mod-
ern lodge. The Lodge of Antiquity,
No. 2,18, in one senss, .the oldest
Bodge in the world, and mother reaily
of all lodges. The only lodge that
¢an possibly compete with 1t is
Yodge probably at York—from 1686
201690. Thanks to the labors of
sogny distinguished Masonic students,
and to one of the youngest of them—
Bro. Bylands—the existence of a
seventeenth century Freemasonry is
mow placed beyond a doubt. We
bave traces of a lodge at Warrington,
in Chester, in Staffordshire, in Lon-
don, York, at Swalwell, and Alnwiek,
and the history of that most interest-
ing period has yet to be dug up and
dsveloped.” The present Liord Mayor
©f London ig the third chief magis-
#rate who, during the past five years,
has presided over Liodge No. 1,the
other brethren having been Sir ¥. W.
Truscott and Sir J. W. Ellis.

The common saying, some years
£z0, that **no Ivish need apply,” was
o pet theme for writers in the comic
papers and musio hall singers. Mr.
3. Kermack Ford, late a solicitor at
Portsmouth, has enlarged the list of
progeribed. This shrewd limb of the
Haw has gone the way of all flesh: he
hieg loft behind him, we believe, a
considerable emount of property. To
2nosb people it will appear thai he has

made one very peculiar bequest. Her
han left £2,000 to the Porismouth
CGrammsr School for the establishe
ment of a scholarehip, with the con-

-ditions that- Jews and the sons of

Freemascns axe to bs excluded from
tho competitors, unless they happen
to have fathers who have served in
the army and navy. The governors
of the school are anxious to accep
tho gift, conditions and all, but there
is some doubt as to their powers
under the endowment scheme, and
until that point is gettled, the matter
remains in abeyance. ‘Whatever elgs
Mr. Ford may have been, he wag
patriotic. Even the poor Jew wonld
be eligible for the scholarship were
his father a soldier or & sailoxr. We
believe such & conjunction of affairs
has not happened, nor is likely to
happen, in the oase of the Jow, so he
is completely ostracised. With Free-
masons it is different, and the ban
will not apply with the same force,
Woe will not pamse to attempt to dis-
cover the hidden motives that swayed
Mr. Ford, those on the surface are
gufficient for our purpose. He doubt-
loss knew that the Jews take particu-
lar care of their own poor; they are
a8 exclusive in this matter as in thejr
religion, and need none of Mr. Ford’s
help. The oraft hitherto have man-
aged to maintain their own institu-
tions, and can afford to laugh at the
petty spite this Plymounth solicitor
could indulge in, even in the face of
death. Should the governors of the
Portsmouth Grammar School be able
to accept this gift, we hope the oir-
cumstence will be commemorated.
We would suggest thet ¢Charity”
should form one of the subjects of
the competition, taking Mr. Ford's
gift as the text. We should say that
the papers would afford ourious ex-
amples of moral seience, and would
be fit company for some of those pro-
ductions so forcibly illustrated in
that excellent journal, the Civil Service
Candidate~Freemasons’ Chronicle,

Subseribe for TEE CRAFTSIAN.
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The Covndwy Oxaktsmu,
Port Hope, April 15, 1884
THE GRAND EAST.

It geems almost unnecessary to
gllude to this subject again, but since
@ contemporary will so persistently
vofer to the topie, we thought
we might be  pardoned for
again reiterating our views upon the
ed vitam question. A Toronto journal
very properly asks, “Why has it (Tae
Cazarsuan) not denounced the elee-
gion of Bro. G. C. Longley, G. M. ad
gitam of the Egyptian Rite?” This is
a mere side issue, but for the satisfac-
§ion of our readers, we might say that
Bro. Longley’s election ad vitam was
absolutely necessary to secure the

union of the two Sovereign Sanctu-
aries at that time claiming supremacy
in the Dominion, and the Grand Mas-
ter of the Western branch yielded his
own individual views, believing that
wnder the ckrcumstances, in order to
securs union, and knowing the high
personal and Masonic standing of Bro.
YLongley, such election was for the
benefit of the rite, and so it has
proved. But Tee Crarrsyax never
gustained any such proceeding.
Again, 1t says, “Why has it not
objected to the perpetual election of
the Grand Secretary, the Grand
Treasurer, and some members of the
Poard of General Purposes?”’ Now,
gurely these subordinate officers are
in very different positions from that
of Grand Master. The Grand Secre-
tary in almost every Grand Body is
Yooked upon, after the first fow years,
23 a sort of permanent officer, al-

though, of course, if he should neglect

his duties, he would :»'el'y soon be re-
guested (?) to retire.

The whoie sxgument advanced by
our Toronto contermporary is that we
have elected ““to responsible positions
brethren who are not their own
masters, and have not that leisure a
their command which the office re-
quires.” We stop here. Should we
elect some prominent lawyer or lead-
ing politician, might not even the
Annual Communication of Grand
Lodge be postponed (as has been the
case), So that he mightattend to hig
legal or political duties abroad?
Now, we ask the Toronto organ, if
Bro. Spry, the present able occupant
of our Grand East, has neglected one
official duty since his election to thet
important position. Canada wantsno
permenent Grand Master, As for
the slur regarding Lord Carnarvon
not receiving any official recognition
as he passed through Canada, and
which, says our contemporary, “was &
great oversight, but, perhaps, pardon-
able for personal reasons,” we pass
over with silence and contempt.

England, about that time, had
given Canada & “‘quiet snubbing.” It
would hardly have been consistent,
under the circumstances; for Grand
Master Spry to have summoned a
Special Communication of Grand
Lodge to welcome the Pro-Grand
Master of England. Our contempo.
rary will recollect that when Col. Mac-
Leod Moore, the Great Prior, pro-
posed to summon Great Priory,in order
to receive Sir Knight Stavely Hill, K,
Q. T., from the Great Priory of Eng-
land, there was & general profest
ageinst the same. However, we are
diverging from the subject, The point
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is not whether it was right and pro-
per to entertain this or that Grandee
from FEwrope, but whether it is
‘advisable for the Grand Lodge of Can-
ada to break through its regular rules
which have worked scwell from its for-
mation, and throw to the winds what
has been the practice for years, and
from which it cannot be shown that
any evil has arisen, in order to
elect some one brother, whom we
are to aclkmowledge as our Supreme
Head for the next ten or twenty years.

We do not believe the craft in On-
tario will favor any such change. It
is altogether contrary to the spirit tof
our institution, and we think the
brethren throughout the province will
oppose any such innovation.

The same journal notes the fact that
Bro. R. Ramsay in alluding to mem-
bers of the Egyptian Rite in a letter
to the Corner Stone, said:— Every
Egyptian is taught to uphold Symbol-
ic Masonry first, and attend to ritual-
dsm (ritism, our contemporary meant),
afterwards;” and then adds: ¢ This
reads very nice, and may or may nof
be true, but it loses all its pretty effect,
when we read the official organ of the
rite,—the Masonic Wurld, of Boston.
In every jssue defiance is hurled at
Symbolic Masonry as represented by
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.™
Quite true; “the Symbolic Masonry,”
88 represented by the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts, means legislation for
Capitular, Cryptic, Templar, and
Scottish Rite Masonry, and that is
not Bro. Ramsay’s idea of «“Symbolic
Masonry.” We think our contempo-
rary would be the last to toleratesuch
legislation in the Grand Lodge of
Canada.

THE NATIONAL GREAT PRIORY.

. e} .

The Freemasons’ Chronicle (Liondom,
England) in an editorisl under the
above heading, has, of vourse, to tell
the Canadian Templars that they do
not know their own business. Strange
ag it may appear to our English
Fraters, we Colonial Masons and
Templars fancy we do. Sir Knight
Graham, as Past Grand Master of
the Grand Liodge of Quebee, had no
more to do with the matter of inde-
pendence than Sir Knight Spry as -
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
Canada, and both only expressed the
sentiments of the Canadian Templarg,
when they advocated separation and
independence. It was not done im
any way as an insuit to England, but:
in order to place ourselves as an
independent and sovereign body, the
peer and equal of the sister Grand
body of the United States of America,
the Grand Xncampment, whereeas,
prior to that period, our Great Priory
only held & position similar to that of
& Grand Commandery. '

The Chronicle says,—*“The further
proceedings are principally of local
interest, but the question of absolute
and complete independence of Cor-
vant General having been referred to
g special committes, that body, of
which Sir Enight J. H. Graham was
chairman, reported in favor of the
proposition, and the Great Prior,
though retaining his own personal
views on the question, consented, in
deference to the wishes of the genarsl
body, to take the necessary steps fo
bring about the separation from the
Templar system as presided over by
the Prince of Wales as Grand Master.
Sir Knight Graham is entitled to his
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own opinions, and to sxercise in sup-
port of them such influence aa he may
“happen to posgess, but, in our view,
“Colonel Moore is & far better and
more prudent counsellor, and it is fo
“be regretted that Sir Knight Graham
did not time his arrival on the scene
so as to have been too late, as owing
fo his absence, and that of other
members of the sub-committee, daring
the earlier part of the proceedings,
noreport was delivered, and it hed
been resolved that the question should
be deferred till next annual assembly.
"But Sir j Grabam appeared on the
“scene, and, a8 might have been fore-
~seen, the separation question was
teken up aund settled. But no
"other result ocould have been an-
" ticipated when it is' remembered that
“this is the same brother who, s
‘Grand Master of Quebes, had it in
" contemplation to anathematise all
English Masons, from His Royal
Highness downwards, because certain
Todges in Montreal will not place
"themselves under the banner of the
Grand Lodge of Quebec; and who,
sincé then, has distinguished himself
‘by addressing a most objectionable
letter to the Grand Master of the
Mark Grand Lodge of England, and
having it printed, and we presame
published before it ‘comld possibly
have reached the brother to whom it
was addressed. ‘We say again, it is
deeply to be regretted thatthe prudent
course of Great Prior Moore was not
preferred to that of Frater Graham.”
TuE Masonic Review last month comse
menced volume 61, May it long live.
‘We have so often given it praise, that
on this oceasion we shall only say,—
“$success.”

A DISGRACEFUL ENACTRIENT
TEXAS,

- —
Wo are in raceipt of the proceedings
of the Grand Lodge of Texas, for
which the Grand Secretary, R. W,
Bro. George Binghurst,. will pleasa
acoept our thanks. In this volume
appears & fly sheet from the “Seores
tary’s office, Grand Liodge of Texas,
Masonic. Temple, City of Houston,
Maroh 1st, A. D, 1888, A, 1. 5883.
To the W. M.’s, Wardens, ete. * =
Brthren, it is my daty as Grand
Becretary * * in accordance with
the Constitution, fo inform you ef
the following rejections, suspensions,
ete., * in the following named
lodges duting the past quarter, ending
February 28th, A.D. 1883, A. I
5888.” Then in large black type,
Reszcizo vy, followed by a tabular
statement of *“Liodges, No., Namaes,
Degree, Height (ft. and in.), B. B’s,
Deseription, Age, Occapation, Resi-
dence,”” Now, we protest 2gainsG
such an outrage, not only in the
name of Masonry, bub decency.

Here is the Grand Liodge of Texas
publishing to the world the names of
twenty-siz gentlemen, who honorably
sought edmission to our mysteries,
and who, without trial or right ef
trial, were for reasons not given re-
jected, and thus bleckening their
character amongot their neighbors
and before strangers. They go far-
ther than even mentioning their
names and residences. That would
not satisfy such pure minded and
noble advocates of fair play. Nos
forgooth, the Grard DLiodge of Texcs
thinks it is neeossary to give us the
height of these gentlemen. (it is verg

provoking, bat in only one case liava
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we the weight givon, go the rest may
goma day get into our neighborhood
end destroy the morals of the town),
the complexion, color and size of
-beard and moustache, color of eyes,
ete. Now, we ask our readers, if
4hey ever heard of 4 more unbesom-
ing aot of injustics perpatrated under
the fair name of Fresmasonry. Here
oro merchants, musicians, printers,
farmers, soldiers, stock-raisers, teach-
ex8, and physicians publicly advertised
8y if they were fugitives from justice,
their age given, their height, the
seorecy of the ballot divulged and
actually published to the profane iay
stating the number ¢! black balls
thrown against each ocandidate. .

Wo think, however, we have suffi-
oiently exposed this disgraceful enact-
ment, which we feel confident our
Toxas brethren will repeal as soon as
their ...ention is drawn to its iniqui-
%ous character. There cannot beany
justifiable resson for thus {reating
any person, who, as far as known, is
o worthy and honorable man., A
black ball against & person is not the
glightest proof that the applicant is
maworthy of the fallest confidence.
Tvery Mason of a few years’ experi-
ence can recall instances to mind in
which good and true men have been
vefused admission to our mysteries
through petty spleen and contempt-
ible spite, yet, forsooth, according to
Texan Magonry, such persons are fo
Yo deseribed to the world as we would
advertise a criminal who had escaped
from the clutches of the law. Fie
apon such & system. It is & Masonry
without charity,. But we are ocon-
vineed it is only a thoughtless, hasty
piece of legislation, which will be at
cuce repealed when brought muder

the notioe of those who rule the eraft
in the Lone Star Stato, and we thert-
foro dismiss the spubjeot from our
mind, only regretting that we folt it
our duty &s a journalist to expose and.
denounce o unjust a proceeding.

PRESENTATIONS AND THE FAIR.
SEX,

The Keystune takes exception to the
admission of the fair sex during the
recent presentation of a Past Grand
Mester's regalia to M. W. Bro. Col.
Moffatt, at the Masonic Hall, London.
‘We confess we do not understand the
“why” or the ¢‘wherefore” of this
criticism. Is it because the presenta-
tion consists of a Masonic apron,
Masonio collar, and Masonic cuffs?
Aro these articles, because they are
worn in the Grand Lodge of Canada,
ro seored that it is sacriligious to
allow & woman fo even get a glimpse
of the same? Or is the Reustous
afraid that the ladies will discover
the secrets of Freemasonry if they
are allowed to enter the hallowed
precinets of & Magonic Hall? This
constant harping upon the impro-
priety of allowing woman to associate
with us in our public reunions and
sooial gatherings is perfect nonsense,.
a mere tradition of the dark ages,
and the soomer it is swept away
amongst & lot of rubbish that may
have existed in deys gone by the
better.

Why, if it was wrong, immoral
perchence, to permit the numer-
ous fair admirérs of the gallant
Colongl 0 rejoice in his honors om
the festive ocoasion alluded to, it was
rqually reprohensible of our Most
Worshipful Brother, Past Grand
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Mastor Hendorsqn, to have actually
llowed a committco composed of the
smembers of the Mystic Tie to wait
upon him at his residenco and, before
&is family, present him on behalf of
Grand Lodge with & very handsome
testimovial. Why, according fo the
Keystone, She thing was outrageous.
And we suppose, viewing the matter
from the same light, Grand Master
Spry is lamentably to blame in at-
tending the reunion at Hamilton on
St. John's Day, where he was actually
-geen to shake hands with a number
-of ladies, and perhaps actually slyly
paid compliments to some of those
fair daughters of Eve who thronged
and buzzed about his richly decorated
person. Alas! in Canada we are
gadly neglecting our obligations, when
we can smile at such a serious infrac-
4ion of the landmarks as that of per-
mitting & woman to attend a remnion
-or sooial festival in a Masonio hall, or
permit one to dazzle her eyes with
the sight of Masonic jewelry or Ma-
:sonic regalia.

Bat, joking aside, Brother Keystone,
tell us what wrong there isinit. On
<‘the other side” you are always hav-
ing your Templar Parades and Tem-
plar pilgrimages. 'We do not object,
though we think it rather objectionable
40 be s0 constantly imitating the
home militia with cock hafs, plumes,
swords and banners, and flaunting
the sacred symbols in the eyes of the
populace for the admiration of the
gamin gud nursery maid.

" Again, if it is wrong, which we
emphatically deny, to allow our
‘mothers and sisters and daughters to
Jjoin us in our social gatherings, we
must also say it is very wrong to per-
anit them to contribute to our bazaars,

to pregent our lodges with bibles, and

our precoptories with banpers. We

not only say that this system is ned

wrong, but think we should enconraga,
the idea of interesting those mneat

and dear to us in the hegyeon inspired .
dootrines of the Masonic fratornity.

o>

MIXED FUNERALS,

On the 27th ult., the remains of the lata
Mr. J. B. Hall, of Barthurst street, wers
1aid at rest in the guiet churchyard near
Bolton village. For a number of years
after removing to this city, Mr. Hall was
caretaker of Occident Hall, and was ider-
tified with the Masonicand Orange Bodies.
1l-health rendered it necessary for him to
resign hi* position in Occident Hall ebout e
yoar auvu. Deceased was s member of
Ocoident Lodge A, F. A. M., and L. 0. L.
No, 479, and was at one time Tyler im
hoth lodges. Shortly before eleven o'cloalx
a large number of the Masonic and Orange
Traternities assembled to pay the lasb
tribute of respect to their deceased brother.
A gervice was conducted at the house by
Rev, Mr. Williams, of St. John’s, after
which the remasins, accompanied by the
brethren, were removed to Parkdale and
placed on board a speocial Toronto, Grey
and Bruce train, which started shortly be-
fore one o'clock for Bolton village. The
remains were interred in the Church a2
England burying gronnd there. The Ma~
sonioc service at the grave was conducted by .
Dr. Pollard, W. M. of Ocoident Lodge, and.
the Oran ‘e by Mr. W. Chinnery, Master of
L. O.L. 479. Amongst those present &b
the obsequies were Past District Master
ex-Ald. Bell, Past Master Boyd, L. O. X»
342, 2nd Deputy Master Nesbit, also Messrs,
Cox, Perry, Hughs and Baker, of the Mza-
gonic order. Deceased leaves-s wife and
grown up femily to mourn his loss.—Z7¢-
ronto Mail.

We observe that, though there is

"an edict of the Grand Lodge in whick

“Tt is declared an impropriety, of
allowing other societies to take part
in the conduct of Masonic funerals™”
(see G. L. Pro. 1874, p. 655) it is
carried out in but few instances.
This is not a3 it should be, es the
practice leads to ill-feeling in some
ingtances not easily overcome. In
the *“Resolations and Rulings” of
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Grand Lodge, compiled by R. W.
Bro. Otto Klotz, and issued in book
form last yesr, we observe on page
43 that .

s Grand Master J. A. Henderson ruled,
#hat where brothren desire to attend the
funeral of & brother who desired to be
buried according to the Ritualof s non-
Mlasonic Society to which he belonged,
2kat the brethren should not appear as &
1odge, or clothed as Masone an funeral oc-
@asions, unless the burial x..us were per-
formed under the exclusive control of the
Jodge, and according to ths procedure laid
down in the Book of Constitution, which
only allows the addition of the funeral
sorvice of the church to which decessed
Bolonged.” (See G. L. Pre. 1880, p 55).

These ralings are in most instances
totally ignored, and the brethren not
only turn out as lodges in regalia)
but permit the services of other
societies at the grave in addition {o
the Masonie ceremony and that of
the chureh, as in the above instance.
‘We have no objection to this; but &
zuling which is inoperative should be
cancelled, and then 2ll the lodges
would be placed on the game footing.
Some lodges obverve these rulings,
and, as we have before said, ill-fecling
vesulés from a strict compliance with
the law. We remember an instance
which occurred in Port Hope some
three or four years ago, The W. M.
of one of the lodges died, and an in-
Jormal meeting of the members was
oalled to consider the guestion of at-
#onding his funeral as Masons, but as
the W. Bro. hud been one of the
anost prominent members of the I.0.
0. T, which body also desired to pay
the last token of respect to their de-
parted brother, it was decided that no
Wagonic recognition of the deceased
brother, who had slways besn active
in advancing the interests of the
araft, should take place, and the
comments on the *liberality” of the

Masons were neither few nor compli-
mentary. The ill-feeling engendered”
on that occasion bhas not ye: passed
away, and we feel convinced Masonry
inthe town hassufferedin conseguence
of it. Undoubtedly, no disrespect was
intended to +ae memory of the de-
ceagsed brother, but tha edicts were
read, and asfthey are presumed to
have the effect of Iaw, (an opinion.
with which we do nof agres unless
they are embodied in the Constitu--
tion,) it was deemed that the lodgexs
would have been guilty of a Masonie:
offence if they participated in the
faneral as Masons. This is an in-.
stance in which the law was faithfully
adhered to, but such instances are
rare, for a week rarely passes that-
we do not read in our exchanges of a_
Masonio faneral taking place which.
was participated in by other societies,
so that the brethren of Toronto are
no more to blame than those of Ham-
ilton, London,. and other places..
‘What we contend is, that these rulings
should either be embodied in the
Constitation or withdrawn, leaving it.
a matter for the lodges to decide
themselves whether they will join
with other societies in the funeral
gervice of a deceaged brother. The
ruling of our late lamented Grand.
Master Wilson may have been very

F well in its day, but the time for such

exclusiveness - has passed. A very
large number of Masons are Odd-
fellows, A. O. U. W., or members of*
other Secrot Sooieties, and as these
gocieties cannot be considered com-
petitors with Masonry, we see no rea--
son why so lacge a aumber of crafts-
-nen should be deprived of Mesonie
burial because they have exercised.
the right which no one willdeny they
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posasss of joining other sooioties,
which *° not 1nid down ac an ofience
in the Constitution. We would like
to hear frow some of our readers on
this subject.

*oP

GRAND LODGE OF VICTORIA.

The friends of Colonial Grand
Sovereignty will be pleased to learn
tha: the Grand Lodge of Montana has
duly recognized the Grand Lodge of
Victorin. The recognition of this
Supreme Body is simply a question
of time, if she only follows "in
the footsteps of her sister of New
South Wales, who on the 28rd of
January last dedicated to the pur-
poses of Masonry their magnificent
bhall at Sydney, N. S. W. The re-
joicings, ceremoniels, pic-nies, balls,
banquets, exoursions, ete., lasted four
days. The Governor-General, Lord
Lioftus; the Mayor, and other colonial
and civie dignities being present on
the oconsion. Of course, M. W. Bro.
the Hon. Jos. Sguire Parnell, M. P.,
G.M.G.L. N. 8. W,, and M. W,
Bro. the Hon. Geo. 8. Coppin, M. L.
€., G. M. of Victoria, were particu.
larly happy in their remarks. Over
five hundred brethren took part in
the procession, and the white mantles
of the Templars, with the rich uni.
forms of the Memphis Rits, mingled
with the Blue Lodge aprons snd
Royal Arch sashes in the brilliant ball
that was given in honor of the event,
Hundreds of the fair sex, who were
toasted, we notice, on more than one
nceasion, added beauty and brilliancy
to the various receptions.

Suabgeribe for Tae énmsw.

l

R, 4. ITASONRY IN DELAVWARE,

‘We have received from Comp H.
B. MolIntire, Grand Secratary, a copy
of the Proceedings of the Fifteenth
Annual Convocation of this Grand
Chapter, held at Wilmington, Janu-
ary 16, 1884, Grand High Priest,
Comp. Thomas Davidson, presiding.
There are six subordinate chapters in
the jurisdiction. In his annual ad-
dress, G. H. P. Comp. Davidson
said:— ;

4T wish I could give as encouraging o re-
port of the Chapters outside of the city, but
such is not the case. I have been unable
to visit any of the chapters outside of Wil.
miugton. None of ther o~ ;2. as I have
been able to learn, have held a convocation
during the past year, but I believe were it
not for the regulation of the Genetal Grand
Chapter requiring nine members to bo
present to conduct business, I would have
been able to report visits to at least two of
the otber chapters, and reported them in
fair workiog order; but owing to the small
nuamber of members and their residing so
far from the place of meeting, it is an Im-
possibility to get nine together to receive
and act upon petitions of those who wers
anxious to0 be advanced. I know that this
latter will be severely criticised by those
who dn vot understand the true condition
of affairs in this jurisdiction, and we will
be told that & chapter that cannot get mine
of its memkbers together ought to die, but I
think the companions of this Grand Chap.
ter will bear me out in what I say, but as
the regulation exists, we will obey. I
wonld recommend that the regulaticn
adopted at the last annaal convocation, re.
quiring subordinate chapters to meet at
least four times a year be prowmptly en-
forced, for in my judgment 1t will be easier
for the companions if they have any inter-
est left in Royal Arch' Masonry to unite
and form a new chapter, than to get nine
of any one chapter together.”

Comp, John Otto, Jr., was elected
Grand High Priest, and Comp,
Meclntire was re-elected Grand Seore-
tary.—Heystone. :

[Nore.—There is no quaestion in
our mind that Delaware is not the
only juriediction saffering on account
of this law requiring nine Royal Arch
Companions to form a quorum. Ifif
ie not necessary in Pennsylvanis,
‘(where we believe a smaller numbur
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ip required, and where wo have scen
Capitular Masonry most beautifully
and impressively worked), why should

it be & sine qua non in Delaware, On-.

tario, New York, Quebeo, etoc.?2—Eb.
CraFTsMAN.]

THE CATHOLICS.

A person named Larkin “was initiated
into Freemasonry in this city &Toronto,
Canads) not long ago, but to please the
priest, and save lhumself doing penance,-he
positively denies it. * * The pecaliar
relationship existing between Roman Cath-
olics and their clergy 1s sach that the latter
are custodians of the secrets and con-
soiences of the former. * * »—Ex,

Catholis Masons of this fair city of
Louisville have renounced Masonry
on demand of the priests, but in one
notable instance a Knight Templar,
on his death-bed, refused to do sol
Another declined under similar cir-
cumstances, and the priest refused to
pray for him! Dr. Samuel Griffith
(now deceased) was called in and
prayed with the dying man. It is
rare that they do not yield at the last,
and the journal quoted thinks Cath-
olics should never be received iato
our lodges.—Musonic Home Journal.

‘We have ever held that as Masons
we have no right to inquire into a
man’s particular creed or faith. All
we should demand is a straightfor-
ward answer to those constitutional
questions with which every brother is
acquainted. We admit Parsees,
Brahmins, M_hommedans, Deists,
Unitarians, Hebrews, and Protestant
Christians. What right have we t
discriminate befween a Protestant
Christian and a Roman Catholie
Christian? Both confess their belief
in T.G. A. 0. T. U.; both believe
that He will reward virtue and punish
vice; and both acknowledge that He
has revealed His will to man, and

beyond this we should nob inguire.

The rest, with any oandidate, mual
lie between God and his consciencow
The secrets of the heart we canned
peuetrate.

PN

FOREIGN COBRRESPONDENCE RE-
PORTS.

Bro. Parvin, of Iowa, one of the
Princes among Foreign Correspond-
ents, says re Quebeo:—

“‘After very many years of faithfal
and useful service, Grand Master
Graham retired, and his successor i3
E. R. Johnston, Stanstead; Grand
Secretary, J. H. Isascson, re-elected.

“‘Bro. Graham’s address i3 not only
eminently practical and learned, but
ig full of Masonic incidents of great
historical interest,.

“The sovereignty of the Grand
Lodge of Quebecis not yet fully re-
cognized by the Grand Lodge of
England, yet it moves on in the even
tenor of its way, doing good, and in
fall fellowship with all Grand Lodges
in Amerioa.

«His closing words, after nine yearg
of laborious work, are beautifal and
appropriate, and we would gladly,
had we room, give them in full. The
Grand Lodgeappropriately took action
to secare the publication, in ons vol-
ume, of the addresses of the learned
brother and officer, and we hope soor
to possess & copy of so valuable and.
interesting & work.” ’
o

EDITORIAL: YTERIS,

The Grand ILodge of New York
wastes in the payment of representa-
tives to her commanicaticns aboub
$20,000 per annum. New York Ma-
sons are foriunate in having no im-
poverished widows and starving oz-
phans, whorequire firetood and fosd.
Oh! dear,no. Paymembers of Grond
Lodge per diem and {raveling expensas,
and leave the poor to starve.
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We have not received The Teras
Freemason, but judging from what we
have beard of it, we believe it to be a
good magazine, We wish it success.

‘We regret to find that -by some
error ‘“one little wee lamb, from
Loomis' Musical and Masonic Journal,
was gathered into TeEe Crarrsman's
fold without the slightest indication
28 to its parentage.” Tae Crarrsman
regrets the circumstance, and wishes
its contemporary the success it cer-
tainly deserves.

‘Will our friend, M. W. Bro. J. 8.
Morrow, Grand Secretary of the
Grand Liodge of the Indian Territory,
explain how it was that, acoording to
the reports of last proceedings of his
Grand Liodge, certain Master Masons
made by one while acting as Master
required fo be healed. This person
was expelled (after the conference of
the degree?) We cannot ascerfain
why they require fo be healed if made
in a legal lodge under the authority
of g duly installed Worshipful Master.

The letter of the Count Chevalier
Pessing, M. W. Grand Master of the
Grand Liodge of Italy, National and
Symbolique, to M. W. Bro. D. Spry,
@Grand Master of Canada, is one
worthy careful perussl, and judging
from some private correspondence we
have had upon the same subject, we
cannot question the legitimacy of this
Supreme Body.

We see it stated that the Grand
Lodge of Sweden has recognized the
Grand Lodge of New South Wales.
If such is the case, it will be the third
Europesn Grand Lodge that has done

so.. The Grand Lodge of Rome and
Roumania have both ackmowledged
her legitimate soverignty, and the
Grand Lodge of Greece would do so,
only on account of her peculiarly
friendly, velations with the Grand
Lodge of Scotland.

‘We repeat, when the Grand Liodga
of Canada, for the sake of recognition,
bartered away her independence, an@
ranked herself as the peer of St.
(George's Lodge, E. R., Montreal, sha
literally sold her <birthright for &
mess of pottage” thrown to her from
the banquet halls of the mother
country. The “gervile treaty” merely
gave her a quasi-recognition, and now
she finds her hands tied, when she is
treated with ocontumely and dis-
courtesy by her Masonic peers (?) im
Montreal by the Zetlend-Wilsor
Treaty.

His Grace, Archbishop Liynch, has
had his li.tle say against Masonry. We
cannot help it. We can inform him,
however, that we, since that litile
speech, have initiated two Roman
Catholics into our mysteries, and,
strange to say, neither of these gen~
tlemen were “drunk” when they were
“brought to light.” We know num-
bers of good and true men, who attend
the Roman Catholic Church, whose
fathers, mothers, wives, sisters and
children are also papists, and ye§
faithful craftsmen, and we hope to see
many more. Itissaidthereare thirty
thousand Romean Catholics who cre
Hiramites in the United States.

A correspondent in this number
spesks very strongly and very pro-
perly regarding the oarelessmess and
recklessness exhibited by some Woz-
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shipful Masters in confexring the de-
gress without giving proper instrue-
fions to thé candidate. We can
herdly understand how any brother
can presume to accept the East unless
he can confer the degrees. To'merely
zush the neophyte through a certain
ceremony, and then leave him with-
out any explanation of it, is making
2 farce of the whole thing, and tarn-
ing Freemasonryinto a burlesque.
We trust the District Deputies will
dook into this matter, and we shalil
carefully note their report upon the
same abt next commanication of

Grand Lodge.
1

V. W. Bro. C. W. Brown, Toronto,
has been appointed Grand Represen-
{ative of the Grand Liodge of Nebraska
near the Grand Lodge of Canada.
Bro. Ramsay held this position, with
© gingle interruption of a few months,
since 1869, and resigned it last sum-
mer. "The Grand Lodge of Nebrasks
8 one of the most prosperous of the
younger Grand Bodies in the United
Btates, and V. W. Bro. Brown one of
the most efficint Grand Representa-
tives.

‘We are in receipt of the “Proceed-
ings connected with the foundation
and inaugnration of the M. W. Grand
Tiodge of Free and Accepted Masons
of Victoria, 1888, including reports
of movements in 1868 and 1876, fors
s'milar purpose. Thisvolumecontaine
4wenty-eight pages, exclusive of in-
desx, neatly printed and generally well
gotten up. Kvery Mason interested
in Colonial Grand Lodge supremacy
shonld read it. We shall, however,
zefer to it more fully on o future
oseesion.

“The Masonic Home Jowrnal, after
noticing the making of a ‘youth
under age’ a Masen, by the Grand
Master of Pennsylvania, sagely in-
quires, ‘May we mnot mnow look for
gome ‘‘prerogative’ that will make it
lawful for some Grand Master to
initiate an infant daughter?” We-
beg to refer this conundrum to one of
the jurisdictions that admitc the
male-and-female ‘Order of the Eastern
Star’ to its Masonic Temples, and
invites women and children to view
the installation of its lodge officers.”

Thus respondeth the Keystone. A
Grand Master has certainly the in-
herent right to initiate, pass and
raise & minor, and we have always
thought it well for & Grand Master to-
occasionally exercise his prerogativs

in this respect.

Bro. Gen. Sir Charles Jas. Napier,
G. C. B., after his return as Com-
mander-in-Chief from India, on July
i4, 1851, had a grand Masonie ban-
quet given ir his honor, by his
brethren of the Liodge of Rectitude,.
No. 789, at Rugby, England, the
Provincial Grand Lodge of Warwick-
ghire (Prov. G. M. Bro. the Earl
Howe, presiding), meeting also in-
honor of the occasion, and its mem-
bers participating in the banqguet.
Qur friend, Bro. Chas. F. Thacher,.
of this citv, has sent us a copy of the
London Illustrated News of the 26th
July, following, which contains an
engraving representing the scene at
the drinking of Bro. General Napier’s
health. The curious feature of the
picture is, that many of the guests, in
their enthusiasm, are represented
standing on their chairs, with one foot
on the banquet table.  The artist must
have drawn on his imagination.
Freemasons are distinguished for their
orderly behavior on such occasions,.
and this representation did them in-
justice.—Keystone.

Dear Bro. Keystone, the brethrem
«with one foot on the table” were
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only toasting their distinguished guest
with Highland honors. A friend in-
forms us he has seen it on several
sooial occasions amongst those who
speak the language of Paradin,
known in the vernacular tongue by
1he name of Gaelio.

Goreespondence.

§76 do not kold ourselves resp
of our Corr:

Wle for the opini

NEGLECT OF THE LECTURES.

I guote the following from the re-
port of the D.D. G. M. for St. Fran-
cis’ District to Gzand Lodge at its
Thirteenth Annual Communication:—
T regretb to noticathat in some lodges
the lectures in the degrees are too
frequently cmitted, which ¥ consider
unjust to the candidate, and a viola-
#ion of the duties which subordinate
lodges owe to Grand Ledge”” How
many of our District Deputies could
make a similar report did they only
take the trouble to visit the lodges
in their jurisdictions and inform
themselves- of the real facts? Bat
when euch a report is made, what
material benefit is derived from it,
when the lodges so violating the
sancient landmarks are hidden under
%ke mantle of their District Deputy,
whose report ie received and adopted
without any further reference to the
offending lodges? No doubt they
were censured by the efficient Deputy
for St, Francis, for he is a zealous
}ason. But will this have any per-
menant effect? Ithink not. A lodge
thet cannot work their rituzl, or if it
can, and will not do it, ought to be
dealt with more strenuously. Far
better if it cease to exist entirely.
Imagine a candidate who is brought
%o the door of a lodge and hustled
through an allegorical ceremony
which is never afterwards properly
cxplained to him, or from which he

never derives any benefit or instrue-’
tion. He will surely go away feeling
that he has been 6oo impulsive, and
that ours is an ‘insiduvup institution,
whose object is to ensnare the un-
wary, get their money, and offer no
remuneration therefore. It is very
doubtful if he ever takes it upon hime.
self tosearch for the hidden mysteries
of nature and science, and if he does
not, another unsaffiliated Mason is
added to the ranks.

What punishment can be meted
out to those Masons who thus bring.
disorder and discontent into our
midst? What shall we <=y to those
whose evil ways deir:.c from the
good opinion which the rectitude of
others has won for Freemascury?
‘What oan be said, when deaf to her
beautiful precepts, they shame them-
selves and bring scandal on the craft
by such anworthy acts; and double
shame to those who enjoy the two-
fold privileges of Christianity and
Masonry? Exccmmunication is &
means of punishment which should.
be resorted to only in extreme cases;.
but on no oune’s head counld its thund-
ers light more worthily, than on those:
whose lives shame the religion they
profess, whose deeds show them un-
worthy of its privileges, and whose
slight proves them unworthy of her
protecting arm.

The lectures on the Traciug Board
should not only be delivered in full,
but they should be exemplified, and
in a manner to be clearly understood.
The Tracing Board counstitutes &
practical method of enforcing solemn
traths, or communicating useful in-
formation, and hence, every chara-
ter, figure, or symbol delineated
thereon, or placed visibly before the
eye in a lodge conveys a useful lesson,
and inculeates the practice of moral
and social virtue. Cast these teach-
ings aside, and what would remain to
hold them together in & boud of fra-
ternal affection and brotherly love 2
Man is bad enough in himself, and
unless we can better his position in
this world, and improve his proepects
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for the next, he is as well without us,
and we are decidedly safer without
him, for he is ignorant of the beanti.
ful tenets of Masonry; he will never
be a light to our order, but will be un-
faithful to his trust and never bée re-
presented by the perfect ashlar, and
his individual delinquency will sully
the purity of masonic teachings.

Much of this irregularity has orept
upon us in consequence of the want
of masonic knowledge in many of the
vresiding officers. So essentially
necessary is it for a man of science
to preside over a lodge, that much in-
Jjury may arise from the least devia-
tion in the ceremony of initiation, or
in the lectures of instruction.

We read in the Book of Judges,
that a transformation of a single point
over the Shun, in consequence of &
nataral defect among the Ephraim-
ites, designated the Cowans, and led
to the slaughter of forty and two
thousand men, and the army of uun-
affiliated Masons of to.day might
rightly be termed the slanghtered
Ephraimites of ancient times, The
question naturally arises: How are
woe to meet and check this evil?
These are many ways that wiser
men and more experienced masters
than I, could devise, and carry into
effect.

In Vermont each district hold
annual meetings, when each degree
is_exemplified by as many different
lodges, and under the criticism of the
District Deputy, and the members of
the lodges in the district. This has
& very beneficial effect, and stimulates
a desire on the part of each lodge to
excel in their ritualistic work; but
individual Masons can do much to
bring about the desired reforms. Let
every true Mason knock off evil dis
positions by the Gaul of righteous-
ness and mercy; measure out his
actions by the Rule of duty; fit them
to the Square of prudence and equity;
keep them within the bounds of the
Compass of moderation and temper-
ance; bring them up to the just level
of perfection; and spread them

‘abroad with the silent Trowel of
peace; and then the lesson to ba
learned by the Working Tools of &
Mester Magon will have accomplich-
ed their purpose. More anon.

(:B&!x ”

THE NATIONAL GEAND LODGE
SYMBQLIQUE OF ITALY.

Narres, Italy, Dec. 4, 1882,

Danlel Spry, Esq., Grand Master Grand Lodge
of Canada, Butrie, Ont.

Dear Sz ano Mosr WorsErerun
Broraer,—When Italy was divided
into several states, oppressed by poli-
tieal despotism and religious fanati-
cism with enemies in their midst,
Masonry lived only in the Provinees
of the Neapolitan State, tradition
claiming that it was founded there by
Pythagoras on his retarn from the
shores of the Nile, where he had beer
initiated into the mysteries of the
Royal Art. .

This Masonry was worked in secred
to more securely guard against the
prosecution to which it was lisble,
owing to the ignorance of the people
and the wickedness of the rulers; con-
sequently it existed and although
nomerous, it was separated infe
groupes and without one suprema
head.

On Dec. 10, 1747, the Masters
(Venirables) of a large proporfion of
the lodges in the State, to the namber
of twenty-eight, met in this metra-
polis and after due deliberation decid-
ed on g central authority (directly)
and for that purpose organized the
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge Na-
tional and Symbolique for the juris-
diction of the Kingdom of Naples, and
on that occasion eleoted the first
Grand Master in the person of the
distinguished Brother, Raymond de
Sangro, Prince of St. Severo.

On assuming the posiiion he pub
himself into correspondence with
sister Grand Lodges; obtained the re-
cognition of his duly construeted
Grand Lodge, enlarged the circle of
its lebors and occapied himself im
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firmly establishing its internal organi- | and of a momentary and precarions
gation,—Vide, Masonie Histories by | political life in those provinees sub-
Reghelline, Ragon, Clavell and other | ject to a Msasonic power, passing
authorities, under the title of the Supreme Coun-
To the injury of the order a very | oil 83° of the Ancient and Accepted
unfortunate circumstance brought | Scottieh Rite, whick during its short
trouble upon its labors. In the year | career has nothing in common with
1756, through & confession made toa | thia Most Worshipful Grand Lodge
priest by a brother at the point of | which never recognized it.
death the fanaticism of the clergy | "In 1861 there landed (swurget) ab
orgenized an insurrection of the peo- | Naples anew the Supreme Grand
ple, who assailed the Masonic Hall | Council of the 38° of the Scotch Rite;
and destroysd it. The Grand Master | in 1862 another was started at Turin
narrowly escaped himself from the | of the same Rite and from their origin
fory of the fanatics, but was subse- | they each acted with hostility to this
quently imprisoned. A fierce perse- | Grand Liodge, which held tenacious-
cution was endured by the brethren, |y to her right and the frere of her
who, at that time, it is said, number- | Masonic and legal existence, nor
ed mearly sixty three thousand. | yielded a single point from these said
During this unfortunate revolution ; foundations. Finally another so call-
all the archives were destroyed by the | ed Masonic power appeared in 1864
flames, at Florence, styling itself the Grand
The brethren after a brief period | Orient of Italian Freeraasonry.
again met together and resumed their { I may remark that all these bodies,
labors. From that time to the pres- | including that at Palermo, organized
ent, under the strict observance and |in 1848 by a brother from North
execution of the law, this Grand | America, called Tortorice, are with-
Tiodge has either openly or in secret, | out any legal charter or constitution,
continued its labors, but it has been | with the exception of that of Turin,
negligent in entering into official rela- | which obtained an edict or warrant
#ons with sister Grand Lodges, partly | & bulle from Charleston as a Supreme
owing to ignorance as to their respec- { Council 38° of the Ancient and Ac-
{ive addresses and also through want | cepted Scottish Rite.
of opportunity, its time recently being |  Until that period the work of these
fally occupied in constantly repulsing | said bodies was limited to the confer-
the acts and pretentions of anillegiti- | ring of degrees beyond (aw dessus) the
mate masonic power established in | forth. This Grand Lodge did nof
Rome in 1872, neither for the glory, | desire to interfere with these self-im-
benefit nor welfare of the Order, but | provised organizations, but in 187%
for the exclusive love of personal pe- | the whole subject changed in aspect.
ouniary gain and ambition, which , The said Grand Orient also,which had
without limit (sans boures) constantly | held its sessions at Florence, removed
alternates and wages war against our | its headquarters to Rome and by
Iegitimate existence. megns of trickery (cajoleries trom-
We do not desire to make & long , peuses) excited a rebellion amongst the
explanation regarding Masonic affairs | lodges of other jurisdictions, and by
in Ttaly up to 1860, only stating that | means of a Plebescite (as it onlled it)
during that last mentioned period, in | declared itself to be the sole and only
which we saw the political revolntion , Masonic power for Ifaly, and as &
of Ttaly, not one Masonic power ex-  consequence denounced all other Ma-
isted outside this Most Worshipful | sonic powers, nol even excepting this
Grand Lodge, excepling that crganiz- | Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, the
ed for brief periods in 1808, 1813 and | subordinate lodges of which, not only
1820 by the ocoupation of the French, | did not concur in this repentine as-




126

- THE CANADIAN ORAFTSMAN.

semblage, but even protested to the
effect that they had no wish to partici.
pate in such a capricions and illegal
reunion of a small number of brethren
who had been expelled and repri-
mended by this Grand Todge for
very grave offence, previously com-
mitted by them.

How absurd and ridiculous thesaid
deorer was it would not be difficult
to demonstrate. The so-called Grand
Orient of Italy located itself at Rome,
improperly and illegally appropriat-
ing to herself that titie and constitut-
ed herself by a simple act of & plebes-
cite issued by (cn suit) a namber of
rebellionus masons, and without the
requisite authority for the organiza-
tion of & Masonic power (centre),there-
fore it cannot exercise authority that
it neither possesses nor has jurisdic-
tion over. And now, so as to compli-
cate matters and impose uwpon tha
good faith of the Grand Lodges of the
world, she shields herself ander the
names of eminent personages, very
“honorable from their rank and social
position; persons powr contre, who not
only do not belong to that centre, but
not even to the Masonic (mondiale)
instifution. To-day,then, it becomes
necessary in good faith to explain the
abnormal state of affairs, so that the
true position of Masonry in Italy may
be understood.

This Most Worshipful Grand Liodge,
then, is proud sf being legally consti-
tuted from Dec. 10, 1747, as has
been stated before, nor does she in-
tend to yield her rights and preroga-
tives, which the so-celled Grand
Orient of Rome, that practices too
much of a rite and degrees ¢‘a cherchi
et cherchi” usurped by the exercise
of intrigue and trickery, pretending
that this, our Most Worshipful Grand
Todge, has ceased to exercise its
functions, and moreover inginuating
she existed only in imagination. Such
attempts would not prevent this
Grand X.odge strongly protesting
against the usurpation of this so-call-
od illegal centre, and it is for this rea-
son that she addresses this last pro-

test to her sister Grand Lodges, in
‘order thet they may thoroughly ex-
amine regarding her very regular
existence, so that she can obain tho
rights thet belong to her on sscount
of her remarkable antiquity; and if
they should desire also to keep alive
(vetenir en vie) the centre at Rome,
for the love of fraternal peace, it
shoald be allowed the jurisdiction of
Central and Northern Italy, but nevar
that over those Southern Provinces
and Sicily, which Provinees constitut-
ed the Kingdom of Naples, in whick
this Grand Lodge has slways held
jurisdiction, and is also at present
recognized by a large number of
Grand Liodges.

In the fall confidence of finding im
the noble friendship of the members
(compusants) of sister Grand Lodges
that fairness which characterizes
them by the uprightness (severite) of
Masonic character, we await the sup-
port which our legitimate cause and
undoubted antiquity over the othex
Masonic powers (centres) in the pen-
insular of Italy deserve.

That the Great Archifcct of the
Universe may protect and prosper
your Grand Lodge, and awaiting an
early reply, we sign ourselves in the
bonds of friendship.

Fraternally Yours,

B. Pessimva,
QGrand Master.

— 0. Dt Mazexzs,
{SE AL } Grand Secretary,

~——

PRESENTATION AND ADDRESS
TO M. W. BRO. DANIEL SPRY,

Barrie has long been distinguished
for its respectable end progressive Ma-
gonic element. Forsome 30years the
craft has been widening its member-
ship and increasing ifs influence
there, until at the present time thera
is probably a tenth of the local mafa
citizenship embraeed within its mystie
environment, end perhaps & fonrthk of
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the entire population represented in
its eorporation. The already satis-
factory prosperity of the order found
‘gignal growth in the removal to Bar-
rie of the present Grand Master of
the Grand Lodge of Cenadae, M. W.
Bro. Daniel Spry; and to his untiring
zeal and warm solicitude is largely
due the exceptional esprit-de-corps and
its resultant charitable ramification
that at present characterizes Free-

-masonry in this part of Canada. Two
years ago the languishing condition
of the order at Bell Ewart—a place
-all but depopulated by the retired
operations in lumber— suggested the
removal of the lodge to Barrie, and
in May, 1882, Kerr Lodge was a set-
tled institation thers.
duction of & second lodge was thought
by some as likely to interfere with
the development of the order in the
town, but instead of this, it has
proved an incentive to Freemasonry,
ana both lodges are growing steadily
in numbers, in wealth, and in the ex-
ercise of Masonic charity. It wasin
recognition, then, of the services so
freely bestowed by the Grand Master,
that Kerr Lodge determined on mani-
festing, in some tangible way, its
appreciation of his high Masonic
estate, and of his many kindnesses
shown them in the past two years.
On Monday night last, in the pres.
ence of & numerous Masonic gather-
ing, including Grand Liodge and other
dignitaries of the order, the following
presentation and address was made:—
To M. V. Bro. D. Spry, Isq., G. L. G-

L. of Ancient Free and dccepted

Masons of Canada:

Desr Sz anp M. W, Brormer,—
‘We, the officers and members of Kerr
Lodge, No. 280, Barrie, beg respect-
fully to welcome you to your lodge on

this, your first visit after your recent |

and severe illnegs. We are pleased
to see your face after so long an ab-
gence, and to again have your kindly
<coungel in conducting the business of

The intro- |

ourlodge:. We appreociate the amount
of time and energy you have given in
furthering thae interests of Xerr lodge
| sinoe its advent in Barrie, about three
years ago, with & membership of
only nineteen, but which now naum-
bers sixty-eight. Its financial stand-
ing we are pleased to state ab the
present time is in a highly satisfactory
! and encouraging condition. We shall
| always remember your efforts on be-
half of this lodge with the warmest
feeling of gratitude, and now beg of
you to accept of this silver tea ser-
vice as a slight token of esteem and
I respeot; and aleo this gold chain and
I locket for your partner in life who so
| faithfully and affectionately watched
over you in your illness. Trusting
| that the Great Architect of the uni-
| verse may be pleased to spare you
both to & long life of health, happi-
ness, and usefulness.
On behalf of the lodge,
(Signed) By officers in their order,
Frep, Winaorr, WM.,
Wai. Downey, S.W.,
J. F. Pantme, J.W.,
Jas. HeNDERSON, SECY,
R. A. Dovcras, S.D.
The testimonial was a singularly
handsome silver tea service, com-
prising twelve pieces, the tray of
which bore this inseription:—

“Presented to
M. W. BRO. DANIEL SPRY,

By the officers and members of Kerr
Lodge, A, F. & A. M., as a mark of
esteem and a token of their apprecia-
tion of kis able efforts in futhering
the interests of the lodge.”

Aoccompanying the service was &
handsome locket, set with a diamond,
aund chain, the present of the lodgze
to Mrs. Spry.

The presentaticn was made by W.
Bro. Fred. Wilmott, W, M. of Eerr
Lodge.

REPLY:

To the W. L., Officers and Brethren of
Kerr Lodge, No. 330, A .F.& A.M.,
DBarrie:—

BrereReEN, — I thank you moss
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Ticartily for the address and the mag-
nificent testimonial which you have
£o kindly presented to me, as well as
for the warm interest you have taken
in the well-being of myself and family.

During the long and serious illness
from which I have just recovered,
and which for some time past pre-
wented my regular attendance at our

! On beohalf of Mra. Spry, I am do-
| gized to convey to you her heartiest
thanka for the beautiful and appro-
' priata gilt which you have made her,
' Ag she is a Mason's daughter and &
Mason's wife, she has had many op-
portunities of witressing the greal
| benefits which Masonry confers upon
those who are so unfortunate as to

Jodge meetings, I appreciated highly K require assistance; she is, therefore, a
the friendly visits which so many , warm admirer of Freemasonry, and
mombers of this and other lodges  has the highest regard for the frater-
mode me at my residence. Such a ’ nity, the members of Kerr Lodge,
lively interest in a brother’'s welfare . and the brethren of the town of Barrie
18 one of the distinguishing features ; generally, These testimonials we
of Freemasonry, and has a tendency , shall preserve with pride and gratifi.
to draw us closer together in our re- , cation, and in the years yet to come
lations in life. I have felt consider- , as we journey through life, we shall
eble interest in advancing the welfare look npon them with & grateful re-

of Kerr Lodge, and have warm Yeel-
ings of personal regard for its mem-
bers, because it bears the name of
one of my best personal friends, M.
W. Bro. J. K. Xerr, one of our most
esteemed Past Grand Masters, and
because I have always found the
brethren of this lodge actuated by
strong friendly feelings for each other,
ond an earnest and sincere desire fo
uphold Masonry in its purity. I am
glad to know, brethren, that our
anited exertions have been ciowned
sith success, and that our lodge,
which is one of the best worked in
the Province, may now be classed
among the strongest financially and
otherwise on the roll of the Grand
Xiodge. Iam at a loss, however, to
ninderstand why I should have been
selected for such an expression of
-your esteem and generosity, as shewn
by the presentation of this valuable
testimonial, and I honestly think you
have greatly over-estimated the value
of my services. During the residence
of myself and family in Barrie, we
have received - many kindnesses, and
it is particularly gratifying to know
that umong the members of the Ma-
sonic fraternity with whom I have
been so intimately associated in soci-
oty matters, I have been so very for-
tunate as to secure your hearty friend-
ship and good will.,

| membrance of yoar esteem and affec-
tion, and trust that we may all here.

i after meet in the Grand Lodge above,.
where the world's Great Architect
rules and reigns forevermore.

Right Worshipful Bro. J. J. Mason,
Grand Seoretary, paid an eloquent
tribute to the Masonic charaeter and
ability of the recipient, and congrat-
ulated the lodge upon the evidence
the testimonial and other auspices of
the occasion gave of their flourishing
condition, Right Worshipful Bro.

|Ra,mss,y followed with a graceful

compliment to the Magonie fealty
j and energy of Grand Master Spry,
and referred to their many years of
fraternal acquaintance. Very Wor-
shipful Bro. R. King, Sr.,, W. Bro.
Gordon, and W, Bro. Ward, followed
briefly,

At refreshments, speeches were
made by the Most Worshipful the
Grand Master, R. W. the Grand
Secretary, R. W. Bro. Ramsay, V.W.
Bro. King, Wor. Bros. Rogerson,
Gordon, Ward, Reid, Wilmott, aud
MeCraw; and Bro. Wm. Downie, S,
'W.; Bro. Palling, J.W.; Bro. Nichol~
son, D. of C.; Bro. Barraud, and
others, Bros. J. C. Morgan, Barr-
aud and Rogers, contributed songs,

Bubsoribe for Ter CrarTsman,



