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Wedsesuay, Iune 25lh, 1851. X

]L — Tlie Introductory Sermon 
11 and 12v

After which Eld. Win. Lace 
Ewing, Secretary ; aud I. E.

A Committee of Arrangements was appointed consisting of Deacons 
Falkner, Chard,,Merrill, Bellamy, Ostrom, and Starr..

Adjourned for one hour, m . -, /
Benediction by Moderator.

preached by Eld. Holman, from Rev. v.f: was

sy was appointed Moderator, and Bro. Milton 
Howd, Assistant Secretary. Z:

* 'f

9 A

,3. — Met at half-post two Recording to appointment.
Prayer by Eld. Snyder. Constitution read by Moderator.

l
.

4. — Read the Letters.

Resolved* That Elder Wait be appointed to visit the Church in Murray, 
and ascertain their state, and their reasons for sending no letters the last two ^ 
.years -to report thereon at the next meetiiig of the Association.

\ 'd* -
i6. — Resolved. That the Report of EJdèr Hurlbut, in relation to the Church 

in Clarko, be received ; and also a vote of thanks be tendered for his services.

7» Resolved. That the Delegates from the Grand River and Western Asso­
ciations, with visiting Brethren, be invited to a seat in this Association.

vT

i

8.,— The Committee of Arrangements reported as follows, viz. Elder Fulton 
to preach to-morrow morning at Eleven o’clock ; after which he will present 

lithe objects and claims pf the American Bible Union.
Elder Leach to preach at two o’clock.
Elder Snyder to follow. t1 *

9. — Resolved that the word may, be substituted jin place of the word shall, in 
the 8th arhqle of the Constitution.

J0. — Resolved. That the Association bear with the Church in Mariposa 
another year ; and that Elder Holman and Deacon Doolittle be a deputa­
tion to visit them, and report at the next meeting of the Association.

•1L — Resolved. That Elder Pyper be appointed to visit the Yonge Street 
Church to ascertain their reasons for not corresponding with the Associa­
tion ; and report thereon next year.

42. Resolved. That Elder Hurlbut visit the Church in Clarke* aud report 
as above/
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13. — Resolved. That Elders Wait, Fulton, Holman, and Snyder, with the
writer, be a Committee to examine the Circular Letter, and1 report to- 

, morrow.

14. — Resolved. That the above Committee, with Elders Lacey and Howd, be a
Committee to draft resolutions. m

15. — Resolved. That Elder Wait be our Corresponding Secretary in the plapp
of Elcflh""Dayidson, removed.

Ifi. —Resolved. That a Fund be created, by collection, for defraying the inci­
dental expenses of the Corresponding Secretary, and that Deacon Bradley 
be Treasurer. #

17. — Resolved. That'Elderâ Lacey and Gibson be opr delegates to the Eastern,
Western, and Grand River Associations.

18. — Resolved. That the next meeting of this Association be hpld with the
Second Baptist Church in Markham, Providence Chapel. w <

19. — Dea. J. J. Miller gives notice, that next year he shall move to have the
time of the meeting of the Association changed,,from the fourth Wednesday 
and Thursday in June to the fourth Friday and Saturday in the same month.

'20. — Resolved. That Elder Wait preach the Introductory Sermon, and mat 
Elder Lacey be his alternate.

Adjourned until to-morrow morning at nine o’clock*.
Prayer by Elder Gibson,

*

< ¥

/. • .

Thursday, Juke 26th.
êMet according to appointment. ^

Prayer and praise by Elder J. 1. Fulton ; after which the Committee 
appointed to examiné the Circular Letter reported satisfaction with the 
same ; after which it was read before the Association.

21. — Resolved. That the above Letter bo received and printed with the
minutes» «

22. —- Resolved. That Elder Holman write the Circular Letter for next year,
and that Elder Wait be his alternate. /

23. — Resolved. That it shall be a standing rule of this Association that apy
Member'from any Church of this Association shall bo a Delegate to any of 
the Associations with which we correspond, whose name shall be inserted 

■ in the minutes as a Delegate of the Haldimand Association.

24. — Resolved. That this Association authorize its corresponding Secretary to
send, annually, a copv of its minutes to the Corresponding Secretaries 
of the Associations with which we correspond.

25. — Whereas, during the past Associational year, God has removed front our
midst, by death, one of our justly venerated Pioneers in the Gospel 
Ministry, Elder Washington Christian, of Toronto, whose labours have 
been abundant and successful in various parts of our Zion, therefore, 

Resolved. That this Association offer their sincere sympathy to his 
afflicted family, and a Iso express their high estimation of him ns a man of 
God, and Minister of the Gospel of Christ, by seeking to imitate his 
example and virtuous life.
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26. — Whereas the American Baptist Home MlssionamSociety is still affording: 

its friendly aid in sustaining the cause of Christ in Canada, by aiding fee^de 
Churches, and in other ufays promoting the interests of rdigiop .in tbj* 
Province, therefore, * y *

Resolved, /hat this Association cordially recommend that society to the 
liberal eunpofifcmnd friendly co-operation of the Churcheé which we represent. .

\ 27. —Sermon by Elder J. I. Fulton, from Luke xxiv, 47th verse. % - *

28. — Whereas it is the duty of the Churches to give to the world the Word of
God purely translated, "thereforè, , \ •

Resolved. That we recpmmend the American Bible Union to the'sup­
port of our.Chu reliés and Pastors, as au appropriate medium through which' 
they may perform the above work.

29. —■ Resolved. That we, as an Association, become auxilary to the American 
: Bible Union, by the payment of pur finies,' and the appointment of a

Delegate andTreasurer to meet them at their annual meeting, to represent 
tis in that body. .

%
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30. — Resolved» That Elder Win. Lacey be our Delegate to the Meeting of 
tKfe American Bible Union.

31. — Resolved. That we recommend the Agent of the American Bible Union, ^ 
Elder J. I. Fulton, to the confidence and co-operation of the Churches of f
this Association. ^ \ , • ' ’

Adjourned for half an nonr.
Met agreeable to appointment’

32. — Sermon by Efdcf Wm. Leach from Rev. x, 0V., followed by a/Sermon
by Elder A. Snyder, from l Cor., iii, 22 and *23 v&ses.

33. — Whereas the connection of Church and State has ever been a source of 
great corruption, prejudicial to the cause of truth, and offensive to the author 
of the Gospel, and whereas we believe that thé support of the Gospel 
Mi n is thy should be voluntary and uncontrolled hy civil authority, mid 
whereas we believe that the appropriation of the Clergy Réserve Lands for 
that purpose js a violation of our rights as citizens, thetefore, . J

Resolved. That we, as an Association, desire iho appropriation of the 
Clergy Reserve Lauds for the purpose of secular education.-
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34. — Resolved. That Eld. I. E. Howd superinterid the printing of the Minutes.

35. — Minutes road.—Resolved. That they be accepted.
Elder Holman took the chair.

. A vote of thanks was presented to the Moderator for his services.
A vote of thanks to the Church for their kind hospitality during the session. 
Prayer by Elder J. I. Fulton. „ \
Adjourned, to meet next year with the Second Church in Markliam, 

Providence Chapel \
Associations! collection, 8s. I0|d. A. Bible U do, £1 4s. 4|d.
Thus closed the Associatfoiial Session : one of pence, unity, and 

brotherly love. '
MILTON EWING, iïecretftftf.
I. E, HOWD, Assistant.
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STATISTICS OF THE CHURCHES.

Churches ikd 

Clerks. ,

s
3 •=MESSENGERS. i-d

■sjs* I-u
to (

IVhitby—
Jesse 8ta«s'^

Reach—
Dan D, Honeywell

- Mariposa—

Yonge Street—

1st Toronto—
Wm. H. Harris.

1st Markham— 
John B. Miller

Hahlimand—
Platt Hinman

Oramahe—*
John Bellamy

Murray—
John Coyderman

Brighton—
John Cummins

Sidney—

E. D. Falkner

Thurlow—
M. Ross

Elds. Holman and Gibson ; and 
Dea. Jesse Starr.

Eld. William Ilurlbul ; Ephraim 
Honeywell.

No Letter.

No Letter.

Elder Derby,

_.5 8 8 11#

1 a a 1 31
i

31x
i31 / Ir

i i 115' 51
j
"S/Dea. Jacob J. Miller. 0#a 2 3

r/9f :Eld. Lacey ; Deaa. Doolittle and 
Merrill. % <■ .. »■ »

Dea. D. Reddick ; Thos. Richarde 
and John Bellamy.

No Better.

2 51 144X

1 1#
ii

25 t ,

Ï ' Silvester Rouse, ft. Aaron Turney. 23i

Eld. Wm. Geary ; Dea. S. Falk- 
neh, and John Tarder.

Dea Ostrom ; Bro. M. Ross.

4 38

6 341

Rawdon— 
fhilo White

Clarke—

Pickerings 
■George Strachan

52
y

i

3 6
|

Bond St., Toronto. 
John Carter 18 5 213 193

f; Nacmarket— 
Joseph Me Master

2ad Markham— 
Wtn, Ratcliffe

2 404 161 3 741

Total
No. last year 

Increase

1081
1046

35

Dea. Chard, Henry Smith, Nehe- 
miah HabbelJ, and Lewis Mack.

No Letter.

Pea. Robert Vardon, D<wgal, and 
Me Intyre.

Eld. James Pyper,.

Eld. I. E. Howd.

Bro. Ebenezer Cook.
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<CIRCULAR LETTER. ;

Ÿhe Messengers of the Churches of Christ, composing 
the HALDIMAND ASSOCIATION, to the 
various Churches which they represent, send 
Greeting. **

Dear Brethren#
In accordance with our custom we send you our 

Annual Epistle. We have chosen for our theme,
^ The duty of the Churches to disseminate Bible truth in %e 

(destitute parts of this Province. I
When the Blessed Redeemer was upon the earth he established' 

The system of truth, commonly called the Gospel of the Son of 
God : to bring its immunities within the reach of mortals he led a 
suffering life, and died an ignominious death. In the days of his 
humanity he prayed his Father thus, “ Sanctify them through thy 
truth, thy Word is truth»#

The duty of the Churches of Christ to disseminate Bible truth 
appears first, in the fapt that God has revealed himself to the world 
as a “ God of Truth ; ” and enjoined the duty of dissemination upon 
Us in the language of the Apostle Paul, “ speakltig the truth in love.”

11 the Truth,” has ascended on high; he lives to intercede 
; we live to act as the “ Stewards of the manifold grace of 
” there is to us no other name given, no hope bat in Christ 

as revealed in the Gospel.
Are we deeply impressed with the fact that, when a “Spirit ascends 

to God” its destiny is for ever sealed for weal or woe ? Could we 
but cast aside the veil of futurity and see the eternal impress of 
row, or our ear catch the wail of a lost soul, methinks we would 
chide our cold hearts, and discover a just anguish o’er the fact, of 
our deadness and apathy. At the expiration of the “ Witness for the 
truth,” the booming of the severed rocks,—thé mourning sun,—the 
secret recesses of the tomb,—exhibited a sympathy with the sufferer ; 
yet the dying love of Jésus for poor sinners calls upon us in a tone 
that “ wakes the echoes of eternity.” We sleep on ! the faithful 
word declares “ We must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, to give an account for the deeds done in the body, whether 
they be good or bod ! ” Comparitively, we heed it not. Great 
God ! ! !

Our duty appears—second— in this fact ; — when God Spoke 
peace to our souls we vowed to prove faithful to our trust. We 
have proved recreant to our vow.
Him who bought us Wdth his blood ; we have “ kept back part of the 
price.” As a proof of this, witness ye, Backwoods of Canada ! 
witness our neighbours and friends ! witness thou barren soul ! 
we not guilty i “ Be astonished, ye heavens, and be ye horribly 
afraid, be ye very desolate, saith the Lord, for my people have com-
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ufiltcj two evils ; they have forsaken ntd, the fountain of living 
w(iters, and hewed out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold rru 
water.”

But has the obligation ceased ? *• Ye are my witnesses saith the 
Lord,” “ Be thou faithfu] unto death,” is the' response of"the "un­
erring Word. Why then ore not the “ wilderness and solitary places 
made giwiî why does not the desert bud timl blossom as the rose ?”
The reason is revealed in this fact ; we have been too long expècting 
the end without the use of the means ! The Church that is the 
vehicle of Divine truth hath tarried beside Babel’s cheerless stream.
The “ Day Star” arises ! the rays of the “ Sun of righteousness ” 
stream ‘to the zenith ! Arise ! ! let us be up eml’itoing while it is 
yet called to-day.” May God forgive ouf past negligence, and give 
us grace for time to come.

We now notice, briefly, a few means to be used.—First, seek for 
a unity in the. body ; a unity of action. While every Church-of 
Christ is, and ought to be, independent in itsWganization, yet there" 
is a unity for the accomplishment of any great end ; which is very ■ 
right and desirable. Unity is strength. The great reason why we 
are not more successful in the diffusion of truth is owing to the fact 

' that separate interests hove divided us. W e look upon a written or 
preached Gospel as being the chief means of bringing the world to-a 
knowledge of the truth. “ Ilotv shall they hear without a Preacher, ‘ 
how shall they preach except they be sent.” Missionaries, Col­
porteurs, Bibles, Books, and Tracts, all require money to render 
them efficient ; by continuous labour or extensive circulation. But 
the Churchps are small ! ' True. But co-operate, and it ^■accom­
plished,—[For a proposition, see Christian Observer, Vol. Tf No. 5, 
p. 72.].'

Form Domestic Mission Societies : if not able as a Church, join 
with others. Toronto has led .the van ; arise and follow ; if you 
cannot do what you would, do what you can. The Gospel was sent 
to you ; “ Freely ye have received, freely give.” To do good, 
and communicate, forget not, as with spell sacrifices God is well 
pleased.”

Second. Bow before God in your closet, and there pray him to 
bless the means used ; you then can do so consistently. Thus wilt 
your spiritual strength be renewed. God will bless you as indi­
viduals ; bless you as Churches ; increase' your numbers ; increase 
your ability to do good ; and bring about the day when “ The know­
ledge of the Lord shall cover the earth as the water doth the face of 
the deep.” Thus having usefully passed the day of life, the dawn 
of eternity will be pleasing ; and when the Judgment Throne shall 
appear, hear the welcome voice of Jesus say, ,l Well done thou good 
and faithful 6crviivft,-jliou hast been faithful over a few things, 1 will 
make Jhcc ruler over many things ; enter thou Into the joy of thy 
Lord.”
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“ Uh ! that each from his Lord, may receive the glad word, 

Well and faithfully done,
Enter into my joy, and sit down on my throne ! ”

Amen.
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