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Tl IE IP O IR, T.
rTHE Council of the Society for Prevention *of Cruelty to 
*- Animals, in presenting their Report, have much pleasure 

in announcing a very satisfactory decrease in the number of 
offences coming within the especial province of the Society, and 
may be regarded as the legitimate fruit of the workings of the 
organization.

f i

It is a source of regret that many cases of crueltyy more or 
less public, still occur of which the Society is not cognizant, but, 
when it is remembered that its means enable it to employ only 
one Inspector to do the entire patrol work of this large -Gity,\t 
need cause no surprise that some of these cases escape the notice 
and action of the Society. An occasional letter to a newspaper, 
mentioning one of these occurrences, is often the only notice the 
Council receives, and that perhaps some time afterwards, when it 
is to late to investigate the matter and trace out the culprit. A 
timely letter to the “ Secretary ” or “ Inspector of the Society for 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals,” Toronto, stating the circum­
stance, and giving if possible, the names of the offending parties, 
will ensure the most prompt attention.

-V

' M
' \ Among the many beneficent influences arising from the efforts 

to prevent cruelty to animals, the Council are gratified to report 
a great improvement in the condition of laboring horses, among 
which formerly were frequently observed sore backs and galled 
shoulders, now the interests of owners and the sympathies of 
drivers have been enlisted through the Society’s influence and 
education, and consequently cases of this nature are now ex­
tremely rare.

In the transportation of fowls, calves, sheep and lambs to 
market, the Society have succeeded by persuasion and legal 
measures, in effecting important changes for the better, 
of being conveyed for miles with legs tied tightly together and 
in many cases piled on the top of each other, as was the general 
case before the organization of this Society, they are now con-

Instead ; ‘
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veyed in racks anti open boxes, with 
preventing touch 
besides, the

i.i'C'S untied, thereby 
unnecessary suffering to the birds and animals, 

time improving their quality and condition 
when converted into articles of food.

In manjr cases the persons chargeable with cruelty to dumb 
mites, are transgressors more through ignorance or thoughtlessness 

than from indifference or deliberate intention 
such cases

to abuse. In all
the Inspector remonstrates, and in doing so he has very 

rarely met with obstruction, and seldom has 
<|uest. When necessary 
endeavours'to

to enforce1 his re- 
is promptly issued, and he 

proper punishment of tHe offender in order 
to deter him from any subsequent acts of cruelty.

In the absence of

a summons
secure

any law limiting thye number of passengers 
to be conveyed in public vehicles, this Council have found it 
impossible to prevent the overloading of street cars, particularly 
as in no instance of appeal to the public has any effort been mani- 
ested to aid the Society in abating the evil. In any dase of 

‘"jury 10 a horse through overloading, the Society can inteferc, not 
otherwise. The Council would express the hope that the public 
wi speed!)’ awaken to, the importance of this matter. A little 
thoughtfulness and some self-denial 
a little

on their part, together with 
more accomodation at busy hours on the part of the 

proprtetors of the Street Railway Co., will lesson this 
J very greatly.

particdla^

During the summer of ,877 the destruction of dogs impound­
ed by the City Corporation was superintended to a great extent 
by the Inspector of this Sècicty. The animals were deprived of 
tfe without pain by suffocation with fumes of charcoal. During 

the summer of 1878 the same attention was given to this matter 
and similar measures carried out.

The Council regrets that their finances,have l_. 
them to issue pamphlets and other publications which 
the means

not permitted 
would be

of extending the usefulness of the Society. They have 
however purchased from'American Socities for distribution gratu- 
itously as ma^y as their means would allow. During this year it 
is hoped that the commercial prosperity of the country 
revived, and they hope to be ablé' to do more in this respect.

ere is much pleasure in announcing the creation of a 
Branch of this Society at Woodstock, Ont.

will be v

Th

A list of its office
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bearers and a détail of its work will be .found affixed to this report. 
The Society hopes to be able to extend its.good work in this 

through* the ‘Province, :yid the Council will be glad to 
I assist in the formation of other Branches. The Secretary will 

be glad to give any information accessary, and correspondes On

manner

the subject is desired.
The operations of the Society have been restricted 

great manner by the want of sufficient funds to carry out its work, 
but when aîl things are considered the Council cannot but feel

k

in a ver\

grateful that they have been able to accomplish so much. Thev » 
■desire to express their sincere thanks to the subscribers by whose 
timely and kind aid they have been able to carry on the important 
work of the Society, and on behalf U helpless suffering animals, 

.appeal for more extended sympathy iftid support.
The thanks of the Society are tendered to the Royal Society, 

London, England, for copies of the Animal World ; the Mass­
achusetts Society, Boston, for copies of Our Dumb Atkmals, both 
of which have been received regularly ; and to the American 
Society, for copies of their pamphlets, forms, etc. The Council 
also begs to acknowledge receipt of annual reports from very many 
of the Sister Societies, and notes with pleasure the increasing 
influence of the work in which they

The compliments received from the Press are also gratefully 
acknowledged, as having been of great service to the Society.

The policy of the Society has been one of prevention rather 
than one of prosecution, the Council seeing the great necessity for 
educating the public rather than punishing. In many cities in 
the United States, “ Ladies Auxiliary Societies’ Tigve been formed 
with marked success.

\
/ actively engaged.

s

i

The Council of the Society trust that 
long, such an assistance as this will be given to them which wi I 
enable them to extend the teachings of the ^Society further than 
they are at present able to* reach.

Ihe operations of the Society are limited throifgh want of 
sufficient money to enable them to be more fully carried out, and 
the Council w'ould respectfully urge from the citizens 
liberal support.

a more

Subscriptions may be sent to any of the members of the 
Council direct, or paid to the Inspector.

hRANK RUTLEDGE, Hon. Secretary.

A -•



?
-8 -

1■
WOODSTOCK BRANCH,B

o. S. p. O.ÏIl A .

i
President, -

RFA, W. F. McMVLl.EN. 4

Vice-President,

1>R. l'URQUANI).
Fice-President, 

RKV, W. R PARKER.

■ Committee of Management. -
1 Ol VCn' m n ndeaC°n S"'eatman’ Kev. W. A. McKay

Hnl’l, H. p" ,MrS'.,de f aqUiere> H; Whittaker, Miss
Cottle J*-1"01.’ ' Se<>it’ Mrs' VVl R-' Parker, Mrs.
Cottle, Miss Laura Parker, John White, T. H

Parker, Miss F. Cottle.

G. T.

■

gg
Mon. Consulting Counsel; 
Mon. Seeretory and Treat.: 
Agent and Inspector:

Am.an Cassf.i.s, R. A. 
Miss M. I.. N. Cotti.k.
L Mc K nk, Town Constat)!

§»§y»P

Phis Branch has been fully organized since 23rd Nov ,878

;;t:c “rv;1"......"-km****, MM. Mm I~ most of ,L„ 
S remonstrance has been used to good effect. The Hnnrh 

IS self-suPI>orting, and progressing favourably, 
success are largely due to the exertions 
who has

?
Its inception and 

of Miss M. I,. N. Cottle,
entered into the necessities of such 

' energy that has drawn 
influential committee who 
ness in the

I an organization with 
to her assistance a large and 

are working with discretion and
the good work of protecting dumb

a zeal and
-

earnest-
prosecution of

animals from acts of cruelty.
m

i

1



.. à

!

\

—9

/
■

INSPECTOR'S R F, PO RI'.5

\
Toronto, Ontario.

To the President and Council of the Ontario Society for the 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals *
Gentlemen,

I beg respectfully to present to you my Report to December, 
18<H, and to call your attention to the recommendations it contains, 
which I think calculated to increase the usefulness of the Society, and 
to advance it in public estimation

Poor Starved and Worn-out Horses.—Perhaps the most 
urgent class of cases I have to deal with are those of poor, starved, and 
wom-out horses, which are being continually pressed upon my atten­
tion by the public, and I accordingly interfere. I proceed in all 
eases first to remonstrate with drivers and owners, and as they seldom 
refuse their names and addresses no immediate arrests take place. 
In the majority of cases, however, remonstrance effects all that is 
desirable, better feeding and care being given to some of the animals, 
and those beyond all cure are destroyed.

It is highly necessary at all times to groom horses thoroughly, 
but at no time more so than in the summei season, and making such 
a careful inspection of harness as will at once induce the removal of 
parts that unduly press or chafe an animal. The dust and perspira­
tion of the animals added to the friction of badly fitting harness 
produce the scalding, and eventually the sore backs and shoulders.

Working Horses with Sore Shoulders — In most of these cases 
1 find that remonstrance on the spot and afterwards visiting the horses, 
etc., in their stables mitigates the evil practice, so that only in excep­
tionally cruel and hard cases I am compelled to prosecute. An 
intelligent public will see the wisdom of prevention by remonstrance 
being carried to its utmost extent, and not hastily draw the conclusion 
that the Society is slow and comparatively useless because its Inspector 
is not found daily prosecuting in the Police Court.

Street E ail way Car Horses.—The treatment the street car 
horses receive has been the subject of much comment, and many persons 
blame the Society for what they call inattention to this matter on the 
part of the Inspector. I am fully aware of the difficulties of the

1
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jioHi'cioit, niul would point 
should furnish ;i third Iioim- or lu id

remedy that the Car Company 
;r at til j grades between Gerravd 

and Gloucester streets on Yungu street, and at the valley between 
Ciiireniotit street and Trinity College on Queen street between the 
hours of 5 and f p in. daily. The horses of this Company 
groomed, fed, and rested sufficiently, and if those facts 
generally known they would constitute strong arguments against 
cruelty.

were more

Another matter should he considered and attended to in a cold 
Horses should he covered when left standing—much cruelty 

is inflicted in such cases by want of thought and carelessness, 
evil is much aggravated in the 
practice in such a climate as this is unnecessary.

Overloading Many cases of overloading have occurred, in which 
remonstrances and a threat of prosecution have been effectual ; 
however, have been b-ought, into Court.

climate.

This
of clipped horses, which cruel

some,

I feel it a duty before concluding my Report to return my very
sincere thanks to the officers and privates of the Police Force for the 
numerous instances in which they have rendered me assistance, and 
gften promptly valuable information. Indeed, 1 can scarcely do 
justice to them in this brief Report, because I feel without it my 
services would have been rendered of vastly less value to the Society 
and the public.

1 must also thank many of the citizens for information and 
assistance, and while urging upon the public the necessity for 
general support to he granted to the Society in the way of prompt and 
accurate information to the Inspector of cases of cruelty, and a 
willingness to give evidence in support of such cases, I would ask 
them to remember that

a more

guiding principle is prevention, which 1 
jbn happy to say is effectual in the majority of cases, and I should 
indeed lie sorry to see the reverse the ease, that is when nothing 
could be effected but by active and continued prosectitions.

Res| ivctf ni ly s u 1 » mi tied,

0. B. COOPER,

Agent and Inspector.

: -4
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The Inspector's Report and Summary of the II 'ark accomplished : —
Working horses with galled shoulders and hacks
4Jalves, iambs, sheep and poultry, legs tied.........
Working old worn-out horses.................................
Overloading and overdriving horses......................
Starved horses........................
Working lame horses............
Oruelly beating cattle............
Cruelly beating horse about the head with butt end of whip........
Working team of mules with bad sore shoulders...................................
Cutting oH dog’s eais till the brain protruded..............
Cruelty to dogs...............................................................
Sawing otif bullock’s tail, the animal refused to enter slaughter house
W orking horse with shaft running into shoulder........................... -,
Working horse with tight collar..............................................
Running dogs in harness.................................................
YVorking horse with sore head..............................................
Keeping cows in dirty condition...............................................
Working horses without shoes.................................................
Leaving horse tied up all night in yard without shelter in rough weatlier 
Cock hghting...................................................
Leaving a horse m yard all day without shelter, food, or water. ’ '. '
Cruelly neglecting to milk
Cruelty to street car horses by overloading.........................................
lta^hg a poor horse with sore hack at Crystal Palace.......................
Keeping a turtle on its back for two days...............................
Tying cows by head and leg..................................................................
Keeping cows in starving condition.................................................
YY'orking horse with sore leg....................................................
Cruelly beating horses..............................................................
Working a horse with poll evil.............................................
Driving a ebw with calf muzzled and spiked...............................
Exposing elijjped horse to inclement weather.............................
YVorking horses smooth shod in slippery weather.......................
Horse maliciously cut on the leg to the bone........................
Horse maliciously poisoned.............................................................
Overcrowding fowls in coop................... *.......................
Horses turned on the Island without pasture.......................................
Putting little calf into car with fat cattle.............................................
Cow left ou the street witli broken leg.........................................
Cutting horss’s tongue nearly through with knife.................................
Mixing large and small stock in cars..................................................
Having » starved horse slung up with ropes, the same having inflict­

ed deep wounds in the chest and side.................................
Taking a dying horse to the commons and leaving it 2 days in misery

11
lit
mi
2ô
14

I
2
n

i

i
4

2
1

1

4

I
2
2
I
1
I

I

1
1

1
1

203
The foregoing cases were disposed of as folhnvs

Remonstrated with and cautioned........................
Prosecuted . ....................................................
Discharged or withdrawn.....................................
Offenders not found.............................................
Horses mercifully destroyed by Inspector..................
Cow do
Imprisonment for two months...........

138
31
12

I
17do do I

I

203
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