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afternoon session.
The Congress was called to order at 2 p.m. by President tobin
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President Jobin presented and read his annual address, as fol
lows :—
To the Officers and Delegates of the Twelfth Annual Session of the Trades and Labor 

Congress of Canada.
Gentlemen,—Upon this occasion in again welcominig you to the Twelfth 

Annual Session of this Congress, I do so with feelings of pride, pleasure and hope, 
proud of the successful efforts of past Congresses, in obtainig some of the reforms 
needed by our workers in the Dominion, proud also of the manner in which this 
body has persistently kept before the public the views of organized labor upon th- 
many questions directly affecting their interests. But it is with feelings both of 
pride and pleasure that I welcome to this Congress those members who have
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Barbers’ Protective Association of Quebec .
!.. A. 2508, K. of I... Cap Rouge, Quebec
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L. A. 10061, K. of L., Quebec ..........
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Respectfully submitted.
Urbain Lafontaine, Chairman. 
John C. Scott,
D. A. Carey.
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K.own °Id ini the cause and wh, have never lost faith or became discouraged. and

th.s Congress is composed also of men who assist at this session as their first To 
them I would say there .s room for you at the top in thy fulfilment of my last ex
pressed sentiment. Hope, hope for the advancement and prosperity of those we 
represent and for the attainment of which we require the best services of the best 
men in the labor movement. These services are worthy of the noblest and best 
ecause they aim at the comparative prosperity of the many, and not the 

agt>rcgatc wealth of the few. 1 enormous

.• *7 this annualLsession, I would particularly desire to draw the atten-
im^ortaÎceDe ega th° following questions that I consider as of primary

A1st. The Eight Hour Movem-mt.—To shorten the hours of labor so thït L , 
i„dTh°r‘T 1 L' D0:?,n,On "î.ay be enab,tid t0 develop their intellectual faculties '

Priei'eS" "nd 'rS ‘,f » and ' ’
V

invest^atethis matter. And would add that had ih • said Commissi Jr fnmd 
trnle to investigate the wordings of the Dominion Cartridge Factory in the City of 
Quebec he would have found the system existing there? without even troubling 
himself to investigate any further in our industrial establishments.

3rd. The Question of Labor for the Unemployed.—This question is 
as Si t' m £e S0,vcc! h-V our legisla,°rs if they have any desire to be recognized '// 

vet und w?l‘7’ fCaUSt‘ 0,T C°Try ,S ,rU,V described as one with enormous and as " '
et undeveloped resources It naturally follows that it must be a criminal waste

dl ml s’6" S 1° ";Jrk’ahl° to work and eager to obtain employment goin- 
C and becoming a burden upon the municipal governments of our large centers?

one

/

/
4th. Immigration.—To eliminate the undesirable class including the Chmese

wheS''in olheMan'geS’ ‘'l *5° *h°Se who a,c unab,e to obtain a liveliho -d else-
Wa"',0 h,,vc “» farmer inmates orpoiirlioiisvs

r 5tb- Organization.—I would recommend to the different Local Trades 
Councils that they make an effort to organize the Women Workers in it, .>
cerTe'd aetiônCal,'leS ^ 'huy l°° may be cnabk d benefit by united and con-

This body owes a debt of gratitude to Her Majesty’s representative His Excel 
md wear Aberdeen for hi» sympathy and assistance when both x-re n^ed 

dffor s xve owe th^^r ' " Excd,len’:/ Lady Aberdeen, to whose energetic 
FemlV ^!torv Inst. ? *° l,t;"g.sought fo'f b>' body : The appoint mem of
Quebec. ‘ * 1 1 ' thv ,ntoros,s of women workers in the Province of

theoretic,C So dtat’thev \vil/ •* -T ,!mt P™*1»1 » far superior tt
object is purely specu'mivo oAxptrhiwm’.tl ^ .......... wlu>sv
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I n >w declare this the twelfth annual session of the 
gress of Canada duly opened for the 
brought before It, and I pray that God 
this Congress may be successful.

Trades and Labor Con- 
transaction ot the business that may be 
•nay so bless «and guide our efforts that

P. J. JOBIN,
President of the Trades and Labor Congress of Canada.

On motion of Mr. Flett, seconded by .Mr. O’Donoghuc, the 
address was referred to the Committee on President’s Address and 
Executive Committee Report, when said committee is appointed.

The Executive Committee presented the following Report :

To theDel^sJo the Twelfth Annual Session of the Trades and Labor Congress of

Gentlemen,—Your Executive Committee, in this their 
must necessarily be short, owing to the fact that 
transpired during the year.

V 4,ssShaf rr|sCrmiltee did,n0t Visk Ottawa as a Committee, all the resolutions 
Â? d. . H , session relating to Dominion affairs were typewritten and
tes® vcMi"iMcrs' -ui-*

report, regret that it 
nothing of importance has

\ / Early m April last, some members of your Committee were requested to
Workshops'™ Th wTla!|,|,iC‘l1 U"'°nj .S‘VUri,1g ,h*‘ 8 hour daJ in Government 

i They gladly consented and appeared before the then Government
wvnMmo’fw -' ‘"'..''""’p'- tha' U'° retluest was conceded, and the 8 hour day 
... nt into force in the Printing Bureau on May ist, 1896, and in the Quebec
wheihdg> haCtt!ry Short y ,afivr" yo"r Committee has not yet learned official 1> 
vlic hcr I. has been extended to the workshops of the Intercolonial Railway. We 
would impress on the delegates to this session to take 
cession.

Ai
x !

^ !

means to preserve this con-

go around in a circle until all are involved, so too in the present instance of a 
renewed commercial activity, that the tour of the circle may be rapidly completed 
so that all may enjoy the benefits of better times. Your Board also draw atten- 
bm-fit ,He I" tHat !heSt‘ tr,ad°S anJ callings best organized are always first to 
b fit’ as tl,c> rfrv last 10 be made feel the influence of a commercial depression.

V our Committee believe that one of the most important questions now before
Stat'l'|-mbtf S 0r 'nm‘7l‘d a ,°r ,S m rt‘t»rard to t,u‘ formation of a Bureau of Labor 
Statistics for the Dominion, the same to be placed under
having the confidence of the working people.
would urge that some action bo taken at this session.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Signed on behalf of Committee,

a competent person 
To that end your Committee

P- J. JOBIN, Chairman.
Geo. \V. Dower, Secretary.

>
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Report oj the Quebec Executive Committee.
"ibur Con- 
at may be 
•fforts that

CntJrï" CrSV ‘."'S ,,f ................ . adopted al the I..., ..................

the Citv of Oiit.li.». ... , , anU me Central Trades and Labor Counc'l .f

. • ™ni?c:v,f ,hu ''rr-""*•»««*resolutions adopted by the Con-'ress1 tMi"^'1^ ,ln?entled 'n accordance with 
introduced to the Ministers hv IV VV * i • ' J,'1''1 SL^.SI^"' ^he deputation was

Establishments. The deputation nmi. i ia • , 1 rLgll,‘>tmg Industrial 
“ e-ivimr rh.. \r, .u ■ aeP 'tation protested against the repeal of the Law

Ê^ss^35S33SS

)f Canada.

hue, the 
ress and 
ited.
t :
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ritten and 
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Factory at Quebec, I,y tho In,e !,?„*rl‘l " 'o„.““"“V"
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■ sSïffi.'SïMr

: are upon 
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All of which is respectfully submitted.

P. ,1. Rya.N, Chairman.
John C. Scott,
H. La Forck Laxukvin, Secretary.

Report of the Ontario Executive Committee.

of your Conunittve dtlrlo " n!'!".. "! " imF‘>rtani'v Fa. occujiivU the altotttion
. the direction ton Wc tttndo in

and altogether apart from Iho'otheFlejflslarion^FthJ'hl^'.u.'.fo^i ofVtlttl'*l’rnvin-
et ary.
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cial Legislature, the Government of Hon. Sir Oliver Moxvat introduced and l ad 
enacted into law several measures of direct interest and special value to the 
working people of Ontario. Among these may be particularly mentioned the 
following :—

“ The Mechanics and Wage-Earners' Lien Act, 1896."— Introduced by Hon. 
Col. J. M. Gibson, Provincial Secretary. Except in so far as necessary to 
preserve the liens and rights, causes of action and defences thereto, etc., this 
Act repeals all preceding lien laws. It is a great improvement on former 
legislation, and is a very advanced law.

“ The Master and Servant Act, 1S96."—By H011. Attorney-General Mowat. 
Apart from its several other very good provisions, this law provides that “ (3) 
Every agreement or bargain, verbal or written, express or implied, which has 
heretofore been made or entered into, or which may hereafter be made or 
entered into, on the part of any workman, servant, laborer, mechanic, or other 
person employed in any kind of manual labor intended to be dealt with in The Act 
respecting Master and Servant, The Mechanics Lien Act, The Woodman's Lien 
for Wages Act, or any other Act heretofore passed providing remedies for the 
recovery of wages or otherwise by such employees, by which it is agreed that 
the said Acts, or any of them shall not apply, or that the remedies provided by 
any of the said Acts shall not be available for the benefit of any person entering 
into such agreement, is hereby declared to ly; null and void and of no effect as 
against any such workman, servant, laborer, mechanic, or other person."

“An Act to secure payment of Wages for Labor performed in the Con
struction of Public Works.”—By Hon. Attorney-General Mowat. This law is 
comparatively short—8 clauses—but is comprehensive as to the protection and 
payment of wages to persons employed by contractors engaged on public works 
under the Government as well as persons employed by contractors doing work 
for railway companies entitled to bonus from the'Provincial Government.

An Act respecting Bake Shops."—By Hon. Mr. Dryden. This Act defines 
the terms “ bake shops,” “ inspector," “ employer,” and “ week," it provides for 
the proper lighting, heating, ventilating and drainage of bake shops, that there 
shall be pioper wash rooms, closets, and others conveniences necessary for the 
health and comfort of persons employed, and that these shall be separate from 
the bake shops ; sleeping place or places cf the employees shall also be entirely 
separate from the bake shops ; that there shall be suitable and sufficcnt fire 
escapes ; while Section 7 is in advance of any previous legislation inasmuch as it 
provides that no employer shall require, permit or suffer any employee in any 
bake shop to work more than sixty hours in any one week, except by permission 
of the Inspector, given in writing." Then Section 8 provides that “ no employer 
shall knowingly require, permit or suffer any person to work in his bake shop who 
is affected with consumption of the lungs, or with scrofula, or with any venereal 
disease, or with any communicable skin disease, and every employer is hereby 
required to maintain himself and his employees in a clean and healthy condition 
while engaged in the manufacture, handling or sale of such food products."

“ An Act to make, further provision respecting Mines and Mining," by Hon. 
A. S. Hardy. Besides defining the places and works to which the law is applic
able in preventing injury of character to employees—especially women, young 
girls and children—“quarry and other works" are made subject to the Mines Act.

In securing the passage of the above Acts much credit is due to the active 
and energetic work of the Legislative Committee of the Toronto Trades and 
Labor Council.

Immediately succeeding the last meeting of the Congress your Committee 
waited on the Commissioner of Agriculture with a view to having the staff of 
Factory Inspectors changed around. After a satisfactory interview the change

\
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was made, and we believe the same has proven highly beneficial in most localities, 
although a few complaints have been made in regard to the system of inspection 
? s a whole.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
D. A. Carey,
J. VV. Patterson, 
John A. Flett.

Report of the Manitoba Executive Committee.
We would respectfully submit for your consideration the following report
ist. That in our opinion the following are perhaps the most impprtant of the 

many important problems that are at present engaging the attention of working
men all over the world, namely :

1. Shortening the hours of labor.
2. The securing for the worker a more justly balanced proportion of the 

product of his toil than that which obtains under existing laws and customs.
3. The freeing of the land from all the existing impediment to its being used 

by the people for the people.
4. A Government Currency based not imon either a gold or silver basis but 

upon what is of far greater value and importance, namely, the credit and wealth 
of the whole nation for its redemption.

5. The securing to the people of the public control of all sources of natural 
wealth, or in other words the abolition of private ownership of Mines, Fisheries 
and al! other national resources.

6. The substitution at as early a date as possible for the present competitive 
system a co-operative system business, based upon the closest possible relations 
between producer and consumer.

The above in our estimation are all subjects that might profitably engross the 
attention of the members of Congress at your coming session. However, in 
order to be able to do anything of a practical nature to bring about such, or 
kindred reforms, we must first prepare the mind of the average workingman to 
grasp the idea of securing direct personal representation in our different Legis
latures, for it is only from that vantage ground that we can hope to successfully 
bring before the people our views on the different topics of the day, and thus to 
secure the necessary laws to make life more endurable to the mass of the people 
by making them less dependant upon the good will of their fellow men and more 
on their own exertions, such exertions being stimulated by the fact that in the 
community the opportunities for securing a living shall in all cases be equal.

As an Executive for the Prairie Province, we have to submit that with one or 
two exceptions we confined our efforts to local affairs and have met with consider
able success as several laws were placed upon the Statute Books beneficial to 
the working people. In municipal affairs we have made the most rapid progress, 
having secured the election of one of our men (a delegate to the Trades Council,) 

4 to the aidermanic seat for a principal ward of this city. In another ward our 
; candidate was only defeated by twelve votes. The good work of our “ single " 

representative this summer gives encouragement to the belief that we will have 
an easier task in securing our proper proportion of representatives at the council 
board this fall.

Hoping for a successful Congress this year and that we will be represented 
at the Ancient Capital on Sept. 13th, to clasp hands in warm brotherly friendship
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in the noble task of educating ourselves and our fellow workers to a sense of our 
importance as a class, and with a view to demanding justice while here on earth.

Believe us sincerely, yours,
Chas. C. Stevart, 
VVm. Small, } Manitoba Executive.

Winnipeg, August 5th, 1896.
»

Report of a Member of Executive Committee for British Columbia.
Having enlarged your Executive Committee at your last session so as to in- 

. elude Manitoba and British Columbia, and having been elected as one of the 
Committee for B. C., therefore, I wish to return my thanks to the officers and 
delegates for electing me to that honorable position and which I have endeavored 
to fulfil the duties of the office devolving upon me to the best of my ability.

Your Committee having been unable to meet, therefore there will be no joint 
report presented to your honofable body at this session, and in view of the same 
I feel it my duty to say a few words as a report from Victoria and vicinity.

There have been no Acts passed by the Legislature at its last session in the 
interests of the working class, but I am happy to inform you that a good deal has 
been accomplished for the benefit of the working classes in the city of Victoria by 
the City Council by having nearly all city or corporation work done by day labor 
instead of by contract as in former years and I believe that the last contract has 
been let and nearly finished. The discussions in the City Council and also by 
others with statistics upon the day labor vs. contract system I have forwarded 
from time to time to the worthy Secretary of which he will be able to inform you 
at this meeting of Congress.

Owing to the depression in Victoria for nearly three years past, I regret to 
report a very marked decrease in the labor organizations of the city. It has been 
impossible to reorganize any of the disbanded unions and very difficult to keep 
the several unions that are organized together with one or two exceptions, viz. : 
the Stonecutters, Printers and Cigar Makers, and as these unions have united to 
hold a grand Labor Day celebration, the first ever held in Victoria, I hope that it 
will be the means of greatly increasing our membership.

Another effort is being made to have a monster petition presented at the next 
session of Parliament from every part of B. C. to increase the head tax upon 
Chinamen from the present sum of $50 to $500. The reports of the meetings and 
resolutions passed in Vancouver City, Nanaimo City and Victoria I have forwarded 
to the Secretary of your body.

t
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I am, fraternally yours,
Wm. McKay,

Member of Execurive Committee for B.C.

To the Delegates of the Twelfth Annual Session of the Trades and Labo> Congress 
of Canada :—

Gentlemen,—The subject matter of this letter will be confined exclusively to 
the Oriental cheap work problem, because your august body cannot give it too 
much of its attention to suit us. For valuable services rendered in this behalf we

evei 
nen from tin 
lystem enable



Hence it is not too much to say of British Columbia that as regards its work- 
mg populat'on—outside Indians—more than “one person in four is a Monsml." 
And this Province is made up of various nationalities as well.

■ i ,t M u faCl V'*.1 setllers of this race, Japanese and Chinese both being included, will here toil tor from 75 cents to $1 a day, rates at which a married 
.white worker cannot maintain himself in comfort, for although prices are levelling 
down gradually, it is not yet possible here to live as cheaply as in Eastern Canada* 
Fh« result of the Mongol immigration is the gradual and in some cases even rapid 
outing of white workers from the various industries of the Province, and an almost 
total suspension of desirable white immigration, save such as makes for the 
Kootenay mining country. The progress of the Province is consequently greatly 

.retarded, whilst here on the coast as also in and about the cities of Vancouver 
^Island, whole quarters are becoming Oriental purlieus, reeking with filth and 

overcrowded to such a degree that the municipal authorities find it almost impos
sible to cope with the moral and sanitary evils thus encouraged. The Chinese 

,!,oe - of their scant earnings, and spend little in the land of their tempor
al TPi,0nKbemK able to live for 25 cents a day on a low nd largely vegetable 
diet. 1 hey buy much of their food and clothes, rice bein a staple diet, from 

-I.he JaP™ese live almost but not qu e as cheaply, but arc more assimi
lative. I hey are not, however, so quiet a the Chinese, and the low class 

1S..°,^en,a foful Iiver and heavy drinker, and differs Mo carlo from the 
Eated.m,dd e class Japanese, whom it is the wont of Canadians in general to 
think a typical representative of his nation. The Japanese are also, like the
ivhichh’ ,Tr'°rted m batchfes- by ,he agency of labor exploiting organizations 
which hold hens upon the future wages of their living consignments, whilst the
fhan ih^mP ‘T i°f t'VVaPa,,esLl* 's made more foimidable to the white worker 
U fîl h" lf,,4eCrhva?an °f tl,C far greater adaptability of th
kstem en .w ' ,î °f ^'P1'0," and b>' the fact that the Canadian naturalizatio 
l>stem enables with great and often fradulent the obtaining of the rights ofease

-. ' Tbe Present population of British Columbia will, even though every allowance 
be made for a recent considerable influx into the precious metal mine districts 
n0tJlX , ,1?5:000’ of who,n» according to the Dominion Year Book, over 
25,~~ are *r.u:a..s. Of the 100,000 other people of the Province nearly half will 
be females, and if to these there be added children and persons decrepit or other- 
xvise incapacitated, it will be found that on a liberal estimate—Indians included— 
there are not 4°>ooo workers in British Columbia.

• f. No*' these 40.000 male workers some 10,000 will represent Chinese of 
• whom there were in 1891 over 8,900, since when their numbers have steadily
grown. In addition there most be counted some 2,000 Japanese, although the 
consul at Vancouver, Hon. Mr. Nosse, seeks to make the number of the latter 
about «,500, though as he reckons that there were about 500 in the Province last

* e,Ven his smal,er estimate shows a very rapid and labor-threatening growth
of the Japanese population. And it must be remembered that of these Mongols 
Chinese and Japanese, at least eleven-twelfths are males ’
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are exceedingly grateful to Mr. D. J. O Donoghuc of Toronto, and Aid. C. N. 
Schon, of Vancouver. In a like manner we are very thankful for the loyal sup- 
port given by your Congress and the Toronto Trades and Labor Council. Wo 
sincerely hope also to retain your good-fellowship in the great work we all are 
engaged in.

Labor’s burning question is in British Columbia " How best to restrict almost 
unto prohibition the further immigration of Mongol labor, Chinese and Japanese?” 

•, Workers of these nationalities are steadily extending their encroachments on the 
general held of labor in our Province and reducing the usual pay of the worker 
in many avocations to rates upon which an ordinary white arti/an cannot, espe- 

; cially it married, maintain a home in modest comfort.
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workers, the results ot this ur.emai comp ution are appalling. Mr. ph Smith, oi
your Nanaimo delegate, will bear witness to this assertion. fisher>g|icen

The Union Mines, near Comox, Vancouver Island, are in fact ^ * ° £ I work his bo 
worked by Chinese and Japanese, who will except wages of from under cover
day or less than half the reasonable remuneration of a white worker for dang almost undi
ous labor that is moreover in these days of depression, by no means regular o quately the
unintermittent. The Japanese here work for wages as low as those given to the Japanese ha
Chinese, and the two races live together in the utmost squalor in c^bm" ^a unless the ft
rather dens than homes fit for human beings. Indeed, Dr. VV att, the Brovin |g measun
Health Officer, has recently condemned the purlieusoHhÏcommu ity. W,i| !eave.in
and laoanese in unmeasured terms as a dire menace to the health ot the y 1 y,elding nvc
The result ofihis cheap Oriental labor is certainly the getting of coala Comox Q^
cheaply, so cheaply in fact that the more liberally managed mmes of ^ by making \
Vancouver Coal Company at Nanaimo, w ik on > P y g ^ Robins, the for British c
extent above ground, are seriously handicapped. j-c ‘ be persisted in guard to ass
manager, declares that if the Mongol a >or emj t > compel him to subject righ
and further encouraged at Comox, he fears that his dmectors P 1 t conditions n
take similar action, which will spread its res.wholly of hi, 
coal field. In such case between 2,000 and 3,000 white miner. and^the.M a ^ he and
will be thrown out of work, and busy towns of ,rldu*tr,0“s . t say that the ing of his oa
wholly abandoned to Mongol ,mn]lS™"ts. nr,-ffrn civilization and under a judicial ac
coal of Comox is gotten cheaply, at the ns .. Meanwhile, however, need several
conditions of labor life that are in the extreme ”^£“3 undue in- ought,in just
the Dunsmuir group of capitalists thus 8>ain Sre Hominant control over the been longer
fluence, of which they maintain something very 1 «mnervîse the affairs of have to briniruling politicians of Vancouver Island, who still continue to supervise the .ff*rjo«
the Province. The Equimalt & Nanaimo ra, way lh* court, aJ u
of the Dunsmuir combine, is also for the most p P desperate situation of tainly a Mor

the land.

British subjects by Japanese, who are in reality unfit for such privileges. In fact, 
the Japanese worker in British Columbia usually becomes naturalized oMy in 
order to obtain salmon fishing licenses, by means of which he hasanv ha"dreds 
to drive off the Fraser river and British Columbia coast waters many hundreds 
5 whhe must also be borne in mind that no.
Japanese aided to obtain full rights of citizenship, but he is benefit.îd also by t 
previous fact that he has been free of any poll tax on entrance into Can ,
whilst his Chinese rival is charged $50, which sum is however found y 
organization or secret society which exploits him.

Let me next state briefly and succinctly as Ican-for to do justice to Üie
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shall be very careful not to exaggerate.
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hovels scattered about the fishery stations, which are during the season nests of 
typhoid fever and other pestilent germs. And when at the end of such summer's 
fishing, these Chinese return to Vancouver, Victoria, New Westminster and 
Nanaimo, most of them again live in squalled over-crowded cabins, by letting 
which, conscienceless white landlands make quite exhorbitant rents. The Chinese 
purlieus of the British Columbia cities are in fact the despair of local health author
ities, which one it all but impossible to cope with the sanitary and other evils thus 
introduced into a generally healthy and what might otherwise also be a generally 
prosperous Province of white workers. Nor is this all the mischief done to genuine 
Can adian 'abor by the introduction of Mongol workers into the British Columbia 
fisheries, for lately there has been a very large immigration of Japanese, who 

. “take the bread out of the mouths" of our own laborers on the Fraser and other 
great salmon rivers and their estuaries. These Japanese have entered the 
country, mainly from the South and via the United States, quite recently. It is 
doubtful whether more than a comparatively small number have been here three 
years, the period required for naturalization and the consequent grant of Domin
ion fishery licenses. Yet, by hard swearing of themselves and certain mean 
whites, their abettors, many have, without proper qualification, obtained the 
privileges of British citizenship, and nearly 500 Japanese have, as a result, received 
fishery licenses. Each of these men has another unlicensed Japanese engaged to 

1 work his boat with him, and some have two or more, as they toil in double shifts 
under cover of a single license, one low class Jap being so like another as to be 
almost undistinguishable, whilst the few fishery officials cannot supervise ade
quately the identity of the supposed Mongol licensees. Hence some 1,500 
Japanese have done much to oust our own white fishermen from our rivers ; and 
unless the further encroachments of these Mongols be checked British Columbia 
is in measurable distant e of a period when the numbers of foreign fishery workers 
will leave in a miserable minority British and Canadian bom labor in the salmon 

■t yielding rivers and inlets.
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i of the New Our naturalization law's unfortunately aid this dispossession of white labor,
e to a limited ' by making it far too easy for a low class Japanese, who is by no means qualified
I. Robins, the for British citizenship, to obtain the rights thereof. Thus there is no proper safe- 
e persisted in ■. guard to assure the naturalizing judicial officer that a Japanese seeking British 
ampel him to subject rights has been the requisite three years in the country. Nor are any
naimo district conditions required as a guarantee that the man really means to divest himself
their families wholly of his former very complete subjection to his own land and emperor, whilst

lers be almost he may, and often is when naturalized, quite unable to understand the full mean-
1 say, that the ing of his oath. Japanese naturalization is often here a disgraceful traversily of
ion and under a judicial act, involving also a prostitution of British citizenship, and we greatly
hile, however, need several safeguards. Each Japanese seeking and obtaining naturalization
s of undue in- ought,in justice to white citzenship and in protection ofCanadian nationality, to have
ntrol over the been longer in the country than three years—five at least. He should, moreover,
iethe affairs of have to bring ample evidence of such continuous settlement, and this not as now
;r undertaking before any one of a host of notaries public in the privacy of his office, but in open
y means of the court, and under voucher of a duly appointed sworn Dominion officer. And cer
ate situation of tainly a Mongol seeking the valuable privileges of British birthright should also
no means miti- show in open court that he understands something of our language and constitu-
ints already in 1,011 > and the general duties of our citzenship. Amendment in the law in these

respects would be of great service to British Columbia and legitimately safeguard 
the interests of white labor in our great fisheries.lidably invaded 
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Another industry that has lately been successfully invaded by the Japanese is 
that of lumbering, and many of the mills on the coast now employ Japanese in 
addition to Chinese labor on their premises in substitution of Canadian and other 
British subjects. The Japanese will work for from 75 to 80 cents a day and board 
themselves ; the Chinese also toiling for similar wages. Obviously white 
especially if married, cannot compete on these terms, and unfortunately fo
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own flesh and blood “sweated" Japanese labor, used to a remuneration of 25 to 
50 cents a day at home—paid too in depreciated silver—is quite pleased to accept 
a minimum yet better wage here, and in return to toil with considerable mechani
cal skill during many long hours daily. Some of the Japanese are also beginning 
to be engaged in the logging camps, and they and the Chinese are gradually also 
absorbing the not unimportant bi-industry of wood-cutting for fuel. Firemen and 
other laborers on coast and river steamers are now also very generally cheap
working Japanese, who have driven out white competitors, whilst the C. P. R., a 
notorious sinner in this respect, employs as much Chinese and Japanese labor as 
it well can on its line of railway and in connection with its steamship services.

In agriculture and horticulture, so disastrous to the white workers is the com- * 
petition of Chinese labor which can live on 25 cents a day and work on that basis, 
that ordinary British subjects as a rule decline to settle around the towns and 
cultivate the soil. It is, as they declare, hopeless, as against competition of a host 
of Mongols who are ready aud willing to live, almost as beasts of the field, and 
whose hours of work are almost unending. The natural result of this is that 
around all our towns are great stretches of fertile land, where there should be 
thousands of thrifty white farm settlers and workers, but' are instead only a 
few sparcely inhabited by poor communities which live in constant dread of actual 
want.
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Boat building too seems likely soon to be largely abandoned to Japanese 
cheap labor, whilst, as every one knows, laundry work and domestic service are 
already all but monopolies of the Mongol.

Such is a brief survey of the disastrous present effect of the settlement in 
British Columbia of over 12,000 cheap working, half-civilized Mongols. The 
Chinese among whom have no intention 01 permanent resilience and citizenship, 
whilst many of the Japs also are migratory ; others in each case coming in substi
tution for those leaving from time to time.

We urgently need the raising of the Chinese poll tax from $50 to $500 ; and 
if it be impossible thus also to restrict the immigration of the Japanese coolies, 
then at least there should be strong though friendly representations made to Japan 
of the undesirability of a continuance of such immigration on a large scale, whilst 
the present conditions of naturalization should be made more stringent and far 
less capable than now of fraudulent evasion.

■t.

Let our fellow workers in the East bear in mind that, as already stated and 
now in conclusion emphasized—more than one in four of the adult male workers of 
British Columbia, excluding Indians, is a Mongol ; and that whilst this undue pro
portion can easily be increased, it is already sufficient in effect to prevent the 
settlement of a good British citizen stock in one of the most promising—if at 
present half paralyzed—Provinces of the Dominion of Canada. This being 
remembered and action taken accordingly, we in Canada's Far West have little 
doubt that the good results we crave will ere long be brought about by the pass
ing of legislation adequate to prevent the conversion of a large part of British 
Columbia into a China-Japanese colony, within which the genuine Canadian will 
find it practically impossible to get a footing and hold his own as a free man, earn
ing a decent living wage.

Success to your deliberations.
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Geo. Bartley,
Miember Ex ecu tive Co tn m i ttee.

Vancouver, B.C., Sept. 8, 1896.
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Address and Executive Committee's Report, when said committee is 
appointed.

The Secretary-Treasurer submitted the following 
was referred to the Committee on Audit : report, which

7. ,k, * "» T*«/,h Annua/ Session „/«, „„rf Ukr

of mbmh
Total receipts for year.....................
Balance on hand last

$255 26 
46 07year

$30« 33Expenditure for year 
Balance on hand....

$275 06 
26 27

instalment, the sum unpaid amounting, estimated, at $20.68. * **
.While the percentage of unpaid per capita is not so large as in former years 

't isa regretable fact that for many years past organizations have sent delegates 
and after the payment of the first instalment, which is necessary to secure repre
sentation, nothing more is heard from them. P
has "v! lhC P**8®"1 ti!ne an^ ,or >-ears Pasl ‘he best supporters of the Congress 
has been organizations that were never represented at our meetings only in 
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Geo. W. Dower.
solved>Ved ^ Mr" Lafontaine> seconded by Mr. Jackson, and re-

That the Congress proceed to the election of a French Secretary and trans
lator.

Messrs Benard of Montreal, and St. Laurent of Quebec, were 
.; then placed in nomination, and on a ballot being taken Mr. St 

• Laurent was declared elected.
Tbe foUowing communictition from Samuel Gompers, President 

ot the American Federation of Labor, was read :
Indianapolis, Aug. 26, 1896.
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noted. Of course, I can see the apparent justice of the complaint you made 
against the operations of the Alien Contract Labor Law of the United States, and 
its application to our fellow workers and particularly our fellow unionists of 
Canada. Beyond doubt, there are some cases of hardship and injustice resulting 
from the application of that law, but I think you will agree with me when I say 
that the wage workers of the United States were compelled to adopt some method 
by which their interests could be protected not so much against our fellow workers 
of Canada but of those who come to the United States under the contract 
either written or implied. One of the first attempts made by the United States 
along this line of action was the passage of the restriction of Chinese emigration, 
which finally led to the Exclusion Act. You know, perhaps better than I can tell 
you, that since the passage of that law, the largest number of violations have 
been by Chinese coming across via the Canada borders. I am told that there are 
large numbers to-day who come here in this manner undetected. The reason of 
my mentioning this case is to call attention to the fact that a large number of 
workingmen come to the United States from European countries, via Canada, in 
violation.of the Alien Contract Labor Law, and you can unquestionably see the 
difficulty we have in making a distinction between workmen who emigrate from 
the countries named and those whose homes are in Canada, Then again, under 
the rules governing the international treaties, there is the “ most favored nation 
clause, which prohibits the government of the United States from extending pri
vileges to one nation denied to another. I feel confident that if the Governments 
of the United States and Canada had exclusive power to act, an agreement could 
be arrived at. I recognize the difficulty confronting us to-day, and the justice of 
the complaint of members of local unions attached to their international unions, if 
their cards should not secure them the rights of work and membership every
where. I believe with you that men finding employment in our respective countries 
should make their abode therein.

You say that your Congress is to convene at Quebec on September 15th, 
when the subject matter will be discussed. I do hope that grave consideration 
will be given the matter and that nb ill-advised action will be taken. Were it not 
for the fact that I have an important engagement elsewhere at that time, I should 
make it my business to be in attendance. May I make this suggestion—that your 
Congress may select a fraternal delegate to the Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, which is to be held in Cincinnati, Ohio, on December 17th. 
I am sure that the selection of a fraternal delegate would help to the solution of 
this question and tend to establish more direct relations between the organized 
workers of the American Continent. More than likely, the interchange of fraternal 
delegates would then be made a permanent feature and would finally result in the 
attainment of the highest hopes entertained by earnest and thinking trade 
unionists. _

Convey to our fellow trade unionists of Canada my most earnest regards, 
and accept for yourself and them the very best wishes of

Yours sincerely, Saml. Gompers,
President A. F. of L.

Moved by Mr. O'Donoghue, seconded by Mr. Flett, and resolved,
That the correspondence between the Secretary-Treasurer and Mr. Samuel 

Gompers, President of the American Federation of Labor, be received and refer
red to a special committee to consider and report thereon; said committee to 
sist of Messrs. Scott, Lafontaine, Flett, Smith and the mover.

The President then appointed the following Standing Committees:
Committee on Standing Ordeis and Resolutions.—Messrs. Jackson of Quebec 

Smith of Nanaimo, Appleton of Winnipeg, Marsan of Quebec, Carey of Toronto, 
Dufresne of Ottawa, and Lafontaine of Montreal.
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Moved by Mr. St. Laurent, seconded by Mr. Smith,
That the hours of meeting be from 9t012a.n1. and 2 to 6 p.m,
On motion it was decided that speakers be limited to five minutes 

time and not more than twice on any one subject
Moved by Mr. Lowe, seconded by Mr. Hudson, and resolved
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. We pressed them to pass an Alien Labor Law.

2. To pass the Bill known as the “Casev Bill " nrmiHIno e... u .
ment of rolling stock on all railways with safety appliances and providing
sum for compensation in case of injury or death. ^ ^

3. To pass the Maclean Bill, also providing for safety aimliances

4. To provide for placing two men on electric as well 
5- To restrict or abolish Chinese immigration.
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ii. To recommend to the Government for appointment to the Senate Mr. E. 
Williams of the Locomotive Brotherhood of Hamilton. Chronicle, 

on Preside
The C 

their repor 
the follow!

I *

A. Hudson,
A. B. Lowe.

An invitation was received from His Worship the Mayor and City 
Council to join in an excursion to Lorette, Chateau d’Eau and a visit 
to the city water works on Thursday.

On motion the invitation was accepted.
Moved by Mr. Carey, seconded by Mr. Hudson, and resolved,
That all resolutions be on the Secretary's desk by noon on Wednesday.
The Congress then adjourned.

Moved
Wherea; 

upon the Do 
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there are go< 
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in open court 
raise the peri 
3 years as at

SECOND DAY.
Wednesday, Sept. 16th, 1896.

Congress was called to order by President Jobin, in the Council 
Chamber, at 9 a.m.

The following telegram was read :

Be it the 
at Quebec in 
gress wait up 

i the Deputatic 
2nd, That th 

' gates at this 1 
in the Domini 
measures wh 
tioned.

Toronto, September 15th.
To P. J.- Jobin, President Trades and Labor Congress of Canada :

Accept Patron greeting. Time is auspicious for social reformers to unite. 
Call joint convention. Let farmers and workingmen co-operate.

George Wriglev,
Acting Grand Secretary Patrons of Industry.

After a 1 
Appleton, I 

: Fitzpatrick
Mr. S. I 

that the 
stitution, w 

The Con

The follow ing letter was read :
House of Commons,

woOttawa, August 29th, 1896.
Dear Sir,—I have your petition of the 27th, and will present it to the Council 

this morning. I may mention that the Council decided not to go into the treaty 
with Japan which would have given them the liberty of free access to compete for 
the next ten years. This and the Chinese question is the most difficult matter 
that this country has before it. We press tor the liberty of entering China and 
liberty for our people that do so, but on the other hand we legislate against their 
coming to us. I naturally agree that the influx of Chinese will be a questionable 
advantage to this country. Perhaps the only course would be to provide that 
they labor in the mines. My own feeling is that if we could get the Chinese to 
relieve our people from this kind of work it would be almost a blessing, but I shall 
not press this view.

I may add that no other legislation will be entered into this session, so that 
we shall have plenty of time to discuss this subject before anything can be done.

9

Congres: 
The cons 

Standing Ot
Moved b
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unfair and unsi 
two party macl 

« disfranchiseme 
representation

i to keep the be? 
■ evasion ; it prc 

on behalf of ca 
municipal sjovc 
tional

Yours very truly,
Richard R. Dobell.

Mr. P. J. Jobin, President Trades and Labor Congress of Canada.
On motion the above telegram and letter were received and re

ferred to a special committee consisting of Messrs. O'Donoglnie, 
Smith, Flett, Beland and Walsh.

Mr. Reynolds called attention to an editorial in this morning’s represet
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Chronicle, and on motion the matter was referred to tl,„ r 
on Pres,Uenfs Address and Executive Ren"r«
their ren C°mm'ttec on Standi»g Orders and Resolutions 
their report, and recommended that the
the following order :

MoVed by Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Appleton,

upon the Do m i nJoif Gove rni ni eî 11 ' n! hicrea’^th e '-tion, ‘n c,irculalio" calling
talion of Coolie Chinese laborer! into thl co2ry from UP°n !hea second pet.tiqn is being circulated calling m, ,h $5°° : and whereas,
stricter supervision in the carrying out nf\l TT same government to makeI ">=".■ i«.d reasons for bSëvfnè th„ ,£v '»»»• »»

.. %Trt‘ Canada, h.id
Sress wad upend,,, Dominton GovLmeM Mit™ .C. ï0™'"".*1 *hi« C„„. 

i the Deputation from the people of British C si,, k session, m conjunction with
2nd, That the several Trades Unions and TrAH such petition ; andgates at this Congress be officially instructed^ mnrC°U"C * rt’prCSe,lted b> dele- 
m the Dominion House to use their utmost endew-E^ T'" T rePrescntatives 
measures which will carryout the object set forth' £ ^men-

'9

. presented
resolutions be considered in

om

i Æsarîs» sn
M S „ Part’ ‘he resolu,ion "as unanimously adopted

1 <%?• S to-morrowstitution, wherever said words occur.
The Congress then adjourned.
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1 AFTERNOON SESSION.
Congress was called to order by President Jobin at 2 p.m.
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several members each, would remedy the foregoing evils. We call attention to 
the fact that such a system is in successful operation in some six Cantons of the 
Republic of Switzerland and in the city of Berne, under the name of the Swiss Free 
List ; that other Cantons are considering its adoption ; and that the Hare-Spvnce 
system has been tested for four years in actual elections of the Mechanics' Insti
tute of San Francisco, and for two years and a half in the elections of the Toronto 
Trades and Labor Council. We recommend local labor organizations to adopt 
Proportional Representation in the election of their officers and committees, with 
the double object of sscuring better results for themselves and of making their 
members familiar with the working out of the principle. The Hare-Spence or the 
Single Votejs suitable for this purpose. We urge upon the Dominion and Pro
vincial Governments to introduce cither the Single Vote, the Hare-Spence system, 
the Gove system, or the Swiss Free List, to such an extent as may be needful for 
a full and fair trial under Canadian conditions, so that one of these systems of 
Proportional Representation may be generally adopted if found satisfactory. We 
believe that municipalities should have the option of using Proportional Represen
tation in their elections if any of them see fit to do so ; and xve hope that the Pro
vincial Governments will see their way to amend their Municipal Acts accord
ingly.

Whereas 
tu the workin 
Government 
contract syst< 
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done than wh 
the interest o 
entirely under 
the principle i 
ably opposed 
establish the

Moved
resolved,

That it b 
ernment of th 
the election o 
ballot instead

Moved 1The following was submitted by Mr. Lafontaine, on behalf of 
Jacques Cartier Typygraphical Union of Montreal :

That our delegate to the Trade and Labor Congress of Canada (Urbain La- 
fontaine) be instructed to declare himself in favor of the eight-hour day’s work 
movement.

That he declare himself against the system of apprenticeship in the printing 
trade which is taught in the Reform School of Montreal, and that he use his best 
efforts to see that the young prisoners be directed and instructed for the work of 
the farm. •

That the delegate use his best efforts so as to have the Master aud Servants 
• Act amended or repealed.

That he use his best efforts to secure the approval by the Congress of an ap
prenticeship system, and its application wherever possible ; also seeking the 
enactment of a lavy that all apprentice shall be able to read and write.

On motion the Congress declared in favor of all the above sub
jects," and instructed the Executive Committee to use their best 
endeavor to have the same made law.
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Moved by Mr. Carey, seconded by Mr. O’Donoghue, and 
resolved,

That this Congress protests against the present system of taxation, which 
discriminates unjustly against industry of and in favor speculation. For every 
improvement a man puts on the land, the more productive he makes it, the more 
he gives employment to labor, the more he uses the land for the prosperly and 
advancement of the country; if he turns a desert into a garden the more are his 
taxes increased. On the other hand, if he makes no improvement, employs no 
labor, adds nothing to the prosperity of the country, but if he turns a garden into 
a desert, and uses his land for extortionate speculation, then his taxes are kept 
low. By this discrimination, therefore, the better a man does for the county the 
worse the country does for him. We, therefore, instruct the Legislative Commit
tee to call the attention of the Local Governments to this injustice and to urge on 
them to ectify as quickly as possible this barrier to our prosperity and to remove 
all assessments from improvements and to assess land values only.

Mrved by Mr. Macdonald, seconded by Mr. Lafontaine, and re
solved,

r



Moved by Mr. Langevin, seconded by Mr. Little, and resolved,
That the incoming Executive Committee of this Congress take immediate’ac- 

ion on the report of the Special Committee appointed on a resolution proposed and 
seconded at Congress of .894, by Messrs. Langevin and Little, which reads as 
follows : To the officers and members of the Trades and Labor Congress of 
Canada : Sira,—\ our Special Committee to which the following resolution was 
referred, Resolved,—That instead of the existing immigration system in Canada, 
a system of Military Agricultural School be established bv the r_ ' ' 
ment, so as to colonize the Crown Lands with educated agriculturists, 
fully reports that it approves the principle advocated in the resolution and 
mt"ds-T° abolish the present immigration system, and claims that the annual 
subsidies for this object be spent amongst the unemployed, so as to establish them 
on these public lands, ,n different sections of the Dominion, with the help of the 
federal Government, under certain conditions."

respect-
recom-

Moved by Mr. Macdonald, seconded by Mr. Hudson,
That the future meetings of this Congress be alternately held in the different 

capitals Provincial and Federal), and said meetings to be so arranged as to meet 
during the respective sessions of Parliament.

On consent, the above motion was withdrawn.

Whereas, an attempt has been made to create an unfavorable impression as 
to the working of the Government Printing Bureau, with a view to induce the 
Government to abandon control of that institution and substitute_.... . therefor the
contract system, or worse, the farming out of the work ; and whereas, it can be 
clearly shown that the work done at the Bureau costs much less and is better 
done than when formerly done by contract ; and whereas, it is desirable and in 
the interest of the country that the bureau be conducted on a business basis and 
entirely under government control ; therefore, resolved, That this Congress affirm 
the principle of government control of all public works, and declare itself unalter
ably opposed to any proposition to abandon the control of public printing and 
establish ihe contract or any other system.

Moved by Mr. Jacques Robitaille, seconded by Mr. Tardif, and 
resolved,

That it be an instruction to the Executive Committee to press upon the Gov
ernment of the Province of Quebec to have the Provincial Statutes so altered that 
the election of Aldermen and Councillors in the different country parishes be bv 
ballot instead of the presenr open voting system. 3

Moved by Mr. O’Donoghue, seconded by Mr. Little, and resolved,
That inasmuch as the immigration policy of the Canadian Government in the 

past has not been beneficial either in the matter of desirable settlers or as to the 
character of the immigrants encouraged and assisted to this country, it be an 
instruction to the Executive Committee to immediately press upon the Govern
ment of Canada that the immigration system he re-modelled so that only the 
proper class of people shall be sought as immigrants from abroad for Canada, and 
that to the better attainment of securing the settlement of our vacant lands a very 
liberal system of colonization shall be inaugurated, not only by the Dominion 
Government but by all Canadian Provincial Governments as well.

Moved by Mr. Lowe, seconded by Mr. Reynolds,
That this Congress meet yearly in Ottawa, and when the Dominion Parlia- 

ment is in session.
The motion was lost.
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resolved*1 ^ ^ T H’ FitzPatrick> seconded by Mr. Cleary, and 

"T* an ‘«^ruction to the Executive Committee to watch the proposed

amendment on the lines that the type shall be set in Canada 
shall be made from type set in Canada.

Moved by Mr. O’Donoghue, and seconded by Mr. Flett, and re
solved,
the DÜbîieUnHCOorg,heSS CntC,rS !tu Strong<Lst Protest against the granting of any ot 
1«1P = landsofthc country, by any of our Governments—Provincial or Fed-
eral-to any person or corporation for monopolistic purposes, or for exclusive use
actuaf settlers. PUrP°SeS’ °r Undcr any other conditions than tjiose governing

22

enforce the c 
motor to he j: 
be petitioned 
for one inspci

Congre;to prepare an 
and that the plates

The Coi 
The cor 

Standing C
Moved

solved,

. Moved by Mr- Menard, seconded by Mr. Benard, and resolved,
Whereas, there is organized an International Union of Cigarmakers which 

has adopted a union label to be placed on all goods manufactured 
ot fair conditions accorded to the workers and 
coolie, tenement house

as a guarantee
.... , . , . as a safeguard against prison,

endors., s-.îd i K . ,°r ?.. d«.4bor; lhere,ore> be jt resolved that this Congress
members Hd. an?, a“ • a„ cls °f orKanized labor, and recommends to our
members that they use their influence to create a greater demand for said labels.

Moved by Mr. Obermeyer, seconded by Mr. Flett, and resolved,
. « Thal as ‘h‘* value of the ballot system in elections depends on the secrecy of
imprested a"d “ *!" 9ntar'° E,ectio» Act provides for a ballot which admits of 
nterested persons tracing the votes of electors ; therefore, resolved, That it be 

an instruction o the Ontario Executive that it uses its endeavors to secure such
sprrp^Catd" i°f ^ Ma l°iî moSe °ntario elections so as to make it absolutely 
secret, and also in all other Provinces where such ballot exists at the present tim/

Moved by Mr. Langevin, seconded by Mr. Jackson,
That this Congress petition the Dominion Government endorsing a 

of Transatlantic Steamers of twenty knots or nautical miles an hour 
fcurope and Canada, so as to compete with other countries.

That it b 
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Moved in amendment by Mr. O’Donoghue, seconded by Mr. Smith.
That the following words be added to the foregoing motion : 

any financial aid from Government funds." “ but without

The amendment was carried, and the motion 
on division. '

as amended adopted

Moved by Mr. Appleton, seconded by Mr. Macdonald, and re
solvedmmmmmMoved by Mr. Legarc, seconded by Mr. Julien, and resolved,

That this Congress give its support to the Association of Mechanical Engi
neers of the Province of Quebec to obtain from the Provincial Government the 
appointment of a Boiler Inspector for the City of Quebec, said Inspector to be a 
paid officer of the Government ; and, that the said Government be petitioned to

*
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third day.

Friday, Sept. 18th, 1896.
The Congress was called to order by President Jobin, at 9 a.m.
The consideration of resolutions submitted by the Committee on 

standing Orders and Resolutions was resumed.
Moved by Mr. Little, seconded by Mr. S. Fitzpatrick, and re

solved,ifliiiaim
Moved by Mr. O’Donoghue, seconded by Mr. Carey, and re

solved, • J
That wh,le fully realizing the good which has been done and ma be accom- 

phshed m certam directions through the efforts of the Women’s Coi cil of Can- 
HmVvt,S Con£ress Places itself on record as opposed to the movement to intro- 
Canada111011 Trammg ln lhe Publlc School systems of the several Provinces of

Moved by Mr. Langevin, seconded by Mr. Jackson, and resolved,
nfrThai Congress petition the Federal, Locat and Municipal Governments 
of Canada to aid and establish as soon as possible, in all cities of the Dominion, 
Labor and Statistical Bureaus, for the benefit of the workingmen at large.

Moved by Mr. Gale, seconded by Mr. Marsan, and resolved,
Whereas, the representatives of organized labor cannot allow the occasion of 

the holding of this Congress in the ancient city of Quebec to pass without placing 
on record the expression of their deepest sympathy with the unfortunate people, 
many of them belong,,,g to the working class, who lost life or limb or whose little 
a I was destroyed by the terrible avalanche of rock from Cape Diamond, on the 
f!r fuPtr lbMr Thati without passing any opinion upon the responsibility
for the frightful disaster, this Congress is convinced that the dictates of the 
simplest justice and humanity demand that the survivors of this awful calamity 
should be treated by the Government of this Dominion in the same generous and 
humane spint as other» have already been treated by it under like circumstances,
hv 1 V ? [“ICr 1*Pre,SS the. h°Pc lhat the Promises to this effect made 
by the leaders of both political parties will be honored at an early day bv the
Government and Parliament in the shape of a measure of relief; therefore, be it 
Resolved that the Secretary be instructed to have sent copies of the fore
going resolution to the Honorable the Prime Minister and the city and district 
representatives in the Cabinet and House of Commons.
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Congress then adjourned.
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Moved by Mr. O’Donoghue, seconded by Mr. Marsan, and resolved,
a . u * !!! Lhc 0P,,,,on of lhls Congress the Dominion Trade Marks and Desi*,, 
Ac should be so amended as to include Trade Union Labels, and that it be an 
instruction to the Executive of the Congress to seek such legislation.

Moved by Mr. Menard, seconded by Mr. Appleton, and resolved,
That this Congress petition the Dominion Government to reduce the inland 

revenue tax on cigars from $6 per thousand to $3 per thousand.
Moved by Mr. Langevin, seconded by Mr. St. Laurent,
Whereas, the Dominion Cabinet through its Prime Minister, Hon.- Sir Mac

kenzie Bowell, has promised to a delegation of the Ottawa Typographical Union 
and of your Executive Committee, that the eight-hour system would be put in force 
m the Intercolonial R. R. workshops, as it has been done in the Ottawa Printing 
"ïm,aü and Quebec Cartridge Factory, and that this promise has not Vet been 
fulfilled ; and the employees of the I.C.R.R. ask this Congress, through the pro
poser and seconder, to help them as much as possible to obtain the fulfillment by 
the present ministry of the promise made by the late Government.

There being some difference of opinion on the above subject, the 
motion was referred back to Committee, which reported the following 
substitute, which was adopted.

Having considered the resolution referred to us re Sir Mackenzie Sowell's 
promise to introduce the eight-hour system in the I.C.R.R., beg to report as 
follows : ‘ Owing to the difference of opinion as to the promise being made, 
would recommend that the incoming Executive Committee be instructed to urge 
upon the Dominion Govrrnment the adoption of the eight-hour day in all its work
shops and on other works."
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Moved by Mr. Langevin, seconded by Mr. Jackson, and resolved,
That the incoming Executive Committee of this Congress petition the Gov

ernment of Quebec to grant more power to the Inspectors of Industrial Estab- 
enfor00^ m^c °f their duties in certain urgent cases to enable them to

Moved by Mr. Macdonald, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and resolved,
That this Congress place itself on record as approving of the resolution intro

duced tn the Ontario Legislature at its last session by the H011. E. H. Bronson, 
having for its object the placing of the unemployed on the vacant lands of the 
Province. The Cot 

Discuss; 
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Moved by Mr. O’Donoghue, seconded by Mr. Smith, and re
solved,

That in the opinion of this Congress a provision in law is very much required to 
prevent and make illegal and punishable any stipulation, in employment contracts, 
either verbal or written, deduction from wages, or other device intended to relieve 
employers from legal obligation under the provisions of the Employers' Liability 
Act or any other law, and that it be an instruction to the Executive Committee of 
the Congress to enquire into the subject and report thereon at the next annual 
meeting of this body.

Moved by Mr. Langevin, seconded by M. Little,
That the Federal Government and the Local Government of the Province of 

Quebec be asked to encourage the destruction of seals and porpoises in the River 
St. Lawrence, which destroy every year the small fish and thus starve the fisher- 
men, who have to be brought up, with their families, into our cities.
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The above motion was referred to the Executive Committee, with 
instructions to enquire into the matter.

In concluding our work the Committee on Standing Orders and Resolutions 
begs to recommend that the Congress record its approval of and its concurrence 
in all acts done and measures passed upon at previous sessions of the Congress, 
not inconsistent with the action of the present session, and not dealt with in 
detail.
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Respectfully submitted,
D. A. Carey, Chairman. 
Edward Jackson,
Ralph Smith,
John Appleton,
D. J. Marsan,
J. T. Dufresne,
Urbain Lafontaine, Secretary.
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A letter was read from Mr. A. R. Roy, photographer, asking per
mission to take a group picture of the delegates. The communica
tion was received and permission granted, and the hour of adjourn
ment at noon the time selected.

Moved by Mr. Marsan, seconded by Mr. Napoleon Robitaille, and 
resolved,
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That the election of officers and the selection of the next place of meeting be 
the order of business for three o'clock this afternoon.

Moved by Mr. S. Fitzpatrick, seconded by Mr. Cleary, the follow
ing as an amendment to the Constitution, notice of which had been 
given on Wednesday forenoon :

That the words “Socialistic Labor Party" be stricken out of the Constitution 
wherever said words occur.

Congress then adjourned.
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AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Congress was called to order by President Jobin, at 
Discussion on the motion to strike out certain words in the Con

stitution was continued, and after a spirited debate, the motion
The following is the yea

\ eas Messrs. Scott, Jobin, Marsan, Carey, O Donoghue, Cleary, Bonard, 
Boland, S. Fitzpatrick, St. Laurent, Guthrie, Langevln, Smith, Morissette, Cou
ture, Julien, Napoleon Robitaille, Havard, Auger, Coulombe, Legare, Dufresne, 
Myrand, Reynolds, Lafontaine, T. H. FitzPatrick, Jackson, Menard, L'Heureux! 
Gale, Pelletier, Brunet, Jacques Robitaille, Phillips, Tardif!"and Little- 36.

Nays—Messrs. Obermeycr, Fletl, Walsh, Macdonald, Appleton,and Lowe—6.
The Committee on Audit present the following report :

To the Officers and Members of the Trades and Labor Congress of Canada :
Your Committee on Audit begs to report that it has examined the accounts of 

the Secretary-Treasurer, and find the same correct, and the books kept in a most 
satisfactory manner. The receipts amounted to $301.33, expenditures $275.06, 
leaving a balance oil hand at present of $26.27. ’

2 p. m.
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In reference to the payment of the per capita tax, we would suggest that the 
delegates make it a personal matter to see to it that their organization remain in 
active affiliation with the Congress and impress on their local bodies the import
ance of prompt payment of per capita, so that the executive officers may be in a 
position financially to do the work delegated to them by this Congress.

We recommend that in the printing of the annual reports the same course be 
taken as last year (1,500 in English and 500 in French), the work to be given to 
the lowest tender.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
H. LaForce Langevin, Chairman. 
Philip Obermeyer,
M. J. Cleary.

was moved in amendment byOn motion to adopt the report, it 
Mr. Reynolds, seconded by Mr. Appleton,

That the clause referring to the printing of the Annual Report of the Congress 
be struck out and the matter left entirely in the hands of the Secretary-Treasurer.

The amendment was carried, and the report as amended adopted.
The hour of three o clock having arrived, the Congress proceeded 

to the election of officers, and the President appointed as scrutineers 
Messrs. FitzPatrick of Toronto, Jackson of Quebec, and Walsh of 
Ottawa. The election resulted as follows :

For President—
D. J. O’Donoghue of Toronto
D. A. Carey of Toronto.............................................................

On motion of Mr. O’Donoghue, seconded by Mr. Smith, the elec
tion of Mr. Carey was made 

For Vice-President—
Ralph Smith of Nanaimo....

For Secretary-Treasurer—
Geo. W. Dower of Toronto .

Legislative Committee for Quebec—
John C. Scott of Quebec ....
T. Renard of Montreal........
P. J. Jobin of Quebec............

Legislative Committee for Ontario—
John A. Flett of Hamilton ...
T. H. PitzPatrick of Toronto 
Albert Hudson of Ottawa

9

unanimous.

Acclamation.

Acclamation.

Acclamation.

24
26
23P. J. Walsh of Ottawa............................................................... ,g

Messrs. Flett, FitzPatrick and Hudson having received the highest 
number of votes, were declared elected.

Legislative Committee for Manitoba—
W. J. Hodgins of Winnipeg................
Harry Cowan of Winnipeg...................
John Appleton of Winnipeg..................

Legislative Committee for British Columbia—
George Bartley of Vancouver..............
William McKay of Victoria...................
Tully Boyce of Nanaimo.......................

Acclamation.
U

H

Acclamation.
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. selection of the next place of meeting was then proceeded 
with, and Hamilton, Ont., and Winnipeg, Man., 
nomination. The vote resulted as follows :

Hamilton 
Winnipeg

and Hamilton

n in 
iort- 
in a were placed in

i be 
l to 21

18
was declared the next place of meeting.

Report sr iïïr and Execu,ive C°ramit,ece's

To the Officers and Members of the Trades and Labor Congress of Canada ;
Your Committee beg to report as follows :

of the Movement-~As to ‘his, we heartily recommend the

2. Abolition of Sweating System. Your Committee whilst accepting the sra.e-
^>rrectnesdseofy.hhe Prej!,.dcnt ?" th,s subjcct* have no personal knowledge of the 
correctness of the assertions, but recommend that the Congress place itself noon
record as vehemently opp sed to the sweating system, both in government and 
commercial contracts, and recommend that every effort be made to secure the
.o pLtem ilTimXSr W,"'re * CXi5,a and ’"il*bl« '^slation b, «cured

by
concurrence

ess
rer.
ed.
led
ers
of

3. Labor for the Unemployed.—As to this subject we fully concur in and recm.7~ 
mend the utterances of the President: “This question is one that must be solved" 
by our legislators if they have any desire to be recognized
our country is truly described as one with enormous and as vet undeveloped 

’ ^ naturally follows that it musj be a criminal waste to allow
willing to work, able to work and eager to obtain employment, going idle and be 
coming a burden upon the municipal governments of our large fentrïs "

4* Lmmigration.—Your Committee recommend 
undesirable classes, including Asiatics, waifs, 
unable to earn their 
philanthropists such as 
nor

as statesmen, because
resourcesec-

concurrence in the view that 
... , . strays, paupers, criminals, and all

livelihood, imported from homes or by the so-called
allowed ,o emer ,h. count, 0 b= «"cour»sed

5. Organization.—Your Committee concurs 
tion in its entirety regarding organization of women.
v iY°ur Co7lnlltl®e concurs in the expression of gratitude to His Excellence the 
Ear. of Aberdeen Governor-General of Canada for his sympathy and assistance 
when Doth were needed. Also to Her Excellency the Countess of Aberdeen for
ÎienceeofrQuLnbcSc.CUr"lg * app°,ntment of fema|e factory inspectors

Tray°Uar î?T!tt^ heartily aFees with the closing remarks regarding the 
sesln ma? reÏTin m’S'good '"**'** y°“ ,ha* ,he 'ab°rS °f ‘he present

own

in the President's recommenda-

in the Pro-

est
... ^ol!r Committee begs leave to report on the Report of the Executive rnm 

nuttee that their action in the several matters referred to therein be approved mil

deuce of organized labo^e^llv'tuld ^

E*ecMh*

In regard to the communication from the Dominion Legislative Board of 
Railway Employees, we beg leave to submit as to the subjects referred to there-
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in, that, while the Trades and Labor Congress of Canada, Trades and Labor
Conncils and subordinate bodies have already approved of the principles involved 
in most of the subjects referred to in said communication, it is recommended that 
the other questions—providing safety appliances for cars and locomotives, provid
ing for a fixed time as to service as fireman or brakeman before being given 
charge of engine or train ; for the placing two men on electric as well as on steam 
locomotives, to have rules to be adopted by railway companies placed in the 
hands of Dominion Board of Railway Employees for their consideration and report, 
before being approved by the Government, a d as to recommending the Govern- 
rmmt to favorably consider the request of th brakemen and telegraphers on the 
I. C. R. for an increase of pay—be impartially considered and passed upon by
your Congress.

Your Committee recompend that the Congress instruct its Executive to use 
its influence in securing the payment by the Government of adequate wages to all 
mechanics, artizans and manual laborers engaged in the outside public service of 
the country, »

In view of the recognized attitude of organized labor against the existence of • 
the Senate of Canada, your Committee while holding Mr. È. Williams, referred to 
in the communication, in the highest esteem both as a citizen and as a member of 
organized labor, recommend that while the Senate exists organized labor should 
be represented in that branch of our system of governmeut, without reference to 
whom should be appointed.

The attention of this Congress is directed to the attitude of the Banking 
institutions of Cmada toward the Government Savings Bank in asking the Govern
ment of this country to reduce the rate of interest on deposits. This we sincerely 
hope that the powers that be will not agree to, and that our Executive Committee 
work on the lines laid down in this paragraph.

Your Committee recommends that it hereby record itself as against the dis
missal of persons in the public employ—government or municipal—merely for the 
reason that they may be members of a particular political party, nation or creed, 
or because of having simply exercised the right of franchise when occasion
required.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
D. J. O'DONOGHCE, Chairman. 
John A. Flett.
S. Fitzpatrick,
J. A. Legare,
A. B.' Lowe, Secretary.

The report was received and adopted.

The Committee on Ways and Means presented the following re
port :
To the Officers and Members of the Trades and Labor Congress of Canada :

Your Committee on Ways and Means beg to submit the following report :
That the Executive Committee and Delegates to this Congress exercise ac

tive and persistent action during the ensuing year in urging unaffiliated labor 
organizations to connect themselves with the Congress and at the same time do 
their utmost towards organizing labor bodies where none exist.

That Secretary-Treasurer Dower receive the sum of $75 in recognition of his 
services during the past year. Also that S7.30 he appropriated to defray the 
printing the President s address in the English and French languages.
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It is further recommended that thj sum of Sio.oa bo presented to Mr St 
Lauren, for Ins services as French translator during the session 

Respectfully submitted.

29

D. J. O DONOGHI'E, Chairman. 
D. H. Reynolds,
John A. Flett,
Joseph Belaxd,
George Gale.

The report was 
The Special Committee

received and adopted.
Dobel,, M R. for Quebec Vv'Van/^gni’m fmm Kugttnd 

Secretary Patrons of Industry, presented the following report :
To the Officers and Members of the Trades and Labor Congress o/Cahada':
f>r o„?.LCw"'f',tee i ° Who,V Was/eforred the letter of Hon. R. R. Dobell M p 
!he SU ,b H , ’.anu a ,1U‘m,:-r of tl,e Dominion Government, on the sub eel of

..........

That the Congress

ot the Patrons of

masure a mem-

en the latter the liberty of free access to Canada
notwith Japan which woul 

for.the next ten years.
Also that the Congress is pleased to learn that the hon eenthman -is -,

"r «a b.-
Your Committee, at the same tirr 

repudiates in the strongest language 
Chinese now in Canada the s| 
intimation of the honorable j 
session of

of any provision in law allowing the 
aboring in the mines of Canada." The 
h:ng wi e done during the present 
migrati justifies the assumption 
on that subject at its next following

Chinese

session.
Your Committeedus,ry „ «„ of ,he P“,rM* °f «-

a"y mCe,i"S “IW 

Respectfully submitted.

are instructed

Ralph Smith, Chairman. 
John A. Flett,
P. J. Walsh,

• Joseph Beland,
. D. J. O DONOGHl E, Secretary.

received and adopted. z
The Special Committee to whom 

from Mr. Samuel Gomp

The report was

referred the communication 
presented the following report :

To the Officers and Members of the Trades and Labor Congress of Canada:
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It is also recommended that the Congress hereby records itself in favor 
of the adoption of Federal legislation prohibiting under heavy penalties the im
portation from any country of persons under contract or agreement to perform 
labor in Canada.

Sec. 1.—The 1 
gress of Canadi 

Sec. 2.—Its ol 
so as to secure 
ments to the exi 
discuss all subjc 
able means, the 

Sec. j.—It shr 
either into local 
any body of wor 
International or 
tion of an Intern 
chartered being 
see that the said 

Sec. 4.—Union 
Unions," and shj 
strengthening ai

John C. Scott, Chairman. 
Ralph Smith,
John A. Flett,
Urbain Lafontaine,
D. J. O'Donoghue, Secretary.

Respectfully submitted.

The report was received and adopted.

The Committee on Thanks presented the following report : >
To the Officers and Members of the Trades and Labor Congress of Canada :

The Committee on Thanks of the Trades Congress of Canada beg to submit 
the following recommendations :

That the thanks of the Congress be tendered to the Mayor and Citv Council 
of Quebec for the reception tendered the delegates at the opening ot this Congress, 
also for the very pleasant excursion and elaborate lunch provided for the enter
tainment of the delegates to this Congress at the Water Works Park.

To the Trades and Labor Council of Quebec for the banquet provided for the 
entertainment of the delegates on Tuesday evening, for the Ball on Wednesday, 
and for their efforts every way possible to entertain and make the stay of the 
delegates in Quebec long to be remembered with pleasure.

To the Mayor and City Council for the use of the Council Chamber.
To Mr. C. Baillairgé, M.S.C.R., Chief Engineer of the City of Quebec, for 

copies of Le Communism.

Sec. /.—The C 
dited from Trade 
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Canada.
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nished by the Sec 
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an

To Quebec Typographical Union No. 302, for the entertainment of the dele-
gates.

To the Reception Committee, for their uniform courtesy.
• To all members of Organized Labor in Quebec, for the interest taken in the 

proceedings of the Congress.
To the Press of Quebec, especially the following : L'Electeur, LEvénement. 

the Quebec Daily Telegraph, the Quebec Morning Chronicle ; also to the Toronto 
. Globe for having sent a special correspondent to report its proceedings; to the 

Telegram and Mews, Toronto ; La Presse and Herald of Montreal.
To the Quebec Amateur Athletic Association for the invitation to attend the 

lacrosse match.
Respectfully submitted.

John A. Flett, Chairman. 
Edward Little,
F. X. Myrand,
Wm. Guthrie,
T. H. FitzPatrick, Secretary.

.

The report was received and adopted.

President Jobin, in a short address, returned thanks for the uni
form kindness and courtesy shown him during his term of office as 
President, and asked the same consideration for his

After a few words from the newly elected President, Vice-President 
and Secretary, President Carey declared the Congress adjourned to 
meet in Hamilton, Ont., in September, 1897.

successor.
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CONSTITUTION.
ç ARTICLE I.—Name and Object.

gress ofOu'ada3""6 °f°reanizatio,‘ shall be the “Trades and Labor Con-

Sec. a.—Its

favor 
e ini- 
form object shall be to unite all the labor organizations of the Dominion

tv laws or amend- 
to formulate and

so as to secure the repeal of existing laws, the enactment 
ments to the existing statutes in the interest of wage-ei 
discuss all subjects pertinent to the cause of labor, and to 
able means, the welfare of the working classes.

s*\a** (orm organizations in localities where none at present exist
a'nShnd ° r {î",0nS 0rtfs,sem!5les of the Knights of Labor, but in no case shall 
any body of workingmen belonging to any trade or calling at present having an 
International or National Union be granted a charter. In the event of the forma- 
!wt°faa *”îernat,ona] °.r Natlo"al Union of the trade or calling of the union so
see thLtth^a'd f°nneCh " Wl1' be ,he dut-v of ,he PrwPer officers of the Congress to 
see that the said union becomes a member of said International or National Union

known “ "M"ai ub”;

stiengthening and advancing the labor movement.

iry.

bmit

month, for the purpose of 
The fee for charter shall be $5.

uncil
ress,
nter- „ _ ARTICLE II.—Representation.

•>ec. /.—I he Congress shall be composed ol delegates duly elected and accre- 
diled from Trades Councils Central Labor Unions,Trades Unfons, Federal Unions 
District and Local Assembles of the Knights of Labo — ’
Brotherhood, and the Executive of I he Patrons of 
Canada.

r the 
day, 
F the the Dominion of

Sec. a.—The basis of representation shall be as follows : Trade Unions Loca 
Assemblies of the Knights of Labor, Federal Unions, and Directories of tit* In- 
dustiial Brotherhood shall be allowed one,delegate for each one hundred members
Trader and -?ne/°r ea?b a,dditi«nal one hundred or majority fraction thereof ; 
Trades Councils Central Labor Unions, National Trades Unions, General Direc- 
l Jîu Industrial Brotherhood and District Assemblies of the Knights of Labor 
and the Patrons ol Industry, t hrec delegates each. Two or more Trades Unions’
exceidAfrn‘b ieSOf t ,e Kl,lghtj °f Labor> whose aggregate membership does not
allowed fnÆT !nd send.one dc'cSate. No proxy representation will be 
allowed, and all delegates must be members of the bodies they represent, except
m wh LaS® bod‘jS co,.nPos^d of delegates from local organizations, at least sfx 
months prior to and at time of election, ' but nothing in this clause shall be 
strued to prevent unions or assemblies from combining to send one representative
cïu e r,?mber °! °ne °{- SUV'h unions or assemblies ; provided nothing in this 
clause shall prevent organizations being represented not six months organized.

■ ?ec% ^~A11 delegates will be required to produce credentials signed by the pre- 
sid.ng officer and secretary of the organization they represent, and bearin/the
to3send adSîme,W ere Sucbex,is‘s- XVhere two or more organizations have united 
lures ol-The nCgaH^’ S Provided bX section 2, his credentials must bear the signa- 
Sr.”L~PSÎr ...°ï“r “nd "*T of »uch organization,, and ,l,o tho scal

, for
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1 the

lent. 
<vnto 
) the con-

the

A?*C'J'~XlCe of.the e'ectio" of delegates, together with their names and ad
dresses and the number of members in the organization they represent, shall b •

ry-

uni-
; as

ARTICLE III.—Meetings.
Sec. 1. The Congress shall meet annually, at such time and place as shall be

tr^0d,ïl’°" at eaCh SrSJ|0n LPv0Vided that il sha" be in the power of the Con
gress, at an> session, to decide by a majority vote not to meet for two years.

„ ARTICLE IV.—Expenses.
Sec. /.—The revenue of the Congress shall be met by a per capita tax as fol-
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iÿÏÏtÏÏi'
by the Congress and not having to pay to an International or National head ib 
cents per year. *

5>r. This per capita tax shall he forwarded to the Secretary-Treasurer in 
the t?thaof'w'ayTn eïcif^eaar °" ^ '5‘h Novembtfr and

Sec. J.—All organizations which have not contributed to the income of the Con
gress during the last past year, and wishing to 
any Annual Session, will be required to pay to the 
of one half year per capita in advance, the l_ 
and payable on the 15th of November ensuing.

represented by delegates at

same to count as the instalment due

ARTICLE V.—Officers.
a SecVe/t‘^y-Trea*urer.°f,hiS C°nsress shnU ba a President, a Vice-President and

,h.X^„T^uLa'^d1£,rmm 8iX’ fro'"

ARTICLE VI.—Duties of Officers.
Sec. /. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Congress and of the 
xeiutive Committee, shall call the Executive Committee for business at his dis

cretion, or upon requisition of three members of it, and shall perform such other 
duties as are usually within the province of a presiding officer ofa deliberative body.
.Sec: j.—The Vice-President shall perform the duties of the President in 

the absence or resignation of that officer.
• SeC'/ rT1îf Secretary-Treasurer shall keep a correct account of the proceed
ings of the Congress and shall at the close of each session, prepare and have 
printed a report, which shall contain a record of the business transacted ; he shall
sh*nT a mt°?ey payable to l,he. C°n»ress' S'ving his receipt for the same, and 
shal! expend it m payment of the just debts of the Congress ; shall issue to all
hem fnf,am :lns "r , K> 2°m,man. so far as ho may be able, circulars notifying 

ten I? e- tîl “f the Congress, together with blank forms of credential, at
re t V' If ^ weeks pnor to the date on which it is to meet, and shall arrant for 
reduced railway fares for delegates and forward to all whose election he 
have notification, the certificates which will enable them to obtain the same.

Sec. 4.—The Executive Committee shall meet at the call of the President 
tmie and place as he may select, and shall act for the Congress during the inter-
r„1onbp rCn ,tVeSS.IO,,S,i the>’ shal1 watch the Provincial Legislatures and Dorn- 
inion Parliament as to all measures and matters before these bodies which mav
furThel d,3.?»- !■ lnT^ f labor'a"d shall, as far as possible, endeavor to
further the legislation decided on by the Congress at each session, or such other 
legislation as shall by them be deemed advisable. They may appoint 
ot their number, if the revenue of the Congress will permit 
cial Legislatures or Dominion Parliament a 
of wage earners, or act in conjunction with 
tion to that end.

case of

may

at such

one or more 
to attend the Provin- 
datiou in the interests 

delegates of any other organiza-

ARTICLE VII.
Sec: ^—TJiv Constitution or any of its clauses may be amended 

meeting of Congress, one day’s notice being given, 
gates present.

at any regular 
on a majority vote of dele-
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