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Vi Preface

s we know with certainty, the last survivor, Shanawdithit (Nancy), wa

then residing with the Peyu family at Exploi Island Co ad
her brought to St John fter | T v | |
during the short remainder of her life, obtaine ym  her many valuable
ind interesting facts relativ the history, etc., of her tribe We ha
evidence of this from the few stray notes and relerence n | |
writing, that have been preserved

It would be inconceivable that an educated n like Corma
had evinced such a marked, aye, even enthusiast terest th
nate race, should hav ted ) ypportunit ifforded  him ing
several months' close con with Shanawdithit, to question he y O
Wl matters relating to the history { her people He had
then an opportunity such as never occurred befor hy tl time tl
woman had acquired a ve fair knowl e of 1 | h | )
which she could make herself ) S { "
woman when capture ind  must ‘ \ 1 on all that
‘u'h‘\-'lu}vvl"-t‘ I'hat Cormack pu mewhere, 1 tullest
particulars of Il he learned from Shana t y { hinted at
in his manuscripts, but all my efforts to tra the ha iterly  faile

Since then all chance of ascertaimnin nyt further upon th Lo
me, most absorbing topic hopeless, it remains only 1 ve the re
ol my research to putl 1 ted af yusil wddin

n wn ob 't

such comme

during so many years, may enable me to

JAMES P. HOWLEY







NINI

N

I'n

ENTI

\















INTRODU(

1O










xvin Introduction

by some powerful and pitiless enemy, or driven from the country to seck
new homes south and west of the Gulf of Mexico.”

Squier says, speaking of the * Mound Builders,” I'heir pottery far
exceeded anvthing of which the existing Indian tribes are known to have
been capable

At some remote period, undefinable as o date, swarms of more savage
and more warlike hordes seem to have come upon and overwhelmed the

Mound Builders.”  From whence these latter originated there is nothing
known with certainty I, as conjectured, they were an influx from the
\siatic continent, or otherwise, it is very clear they soon overran the
northern portion of Ameriea. No doubt their numbers were angmented
from time to time by fresh arrivals following in the footsteps of the first
intruders,  They quickly dispersed their less savage and more peace-loving
predecessors, and pushing them back step by step, possessed themselves
of the territory,  The original inhabitants were driven to seek safety first
towards the castern sea-board, and when dislodged from there, finally
retreated 1o the cold, inhospitable, northern regions, where they found rest
and retivement for a time from their relentless foes. 1t is casy to suppose
that during this long and harassing retreat, they were likely o relapse into
much of their origimal barbarism, and lose all tradition of the height of
civilization to which they once attained,

It must have taken a great series of years for the new-comers to have
spread themselves over the entire continent, and oceupy even the outlying
islands in such numbers as we find them on the arrival of the first European
explorers, but it is doubtful if their occupancy of our island dated much
further back than Cabot's discovery.  If we are to accept the leelandic
traditions of a pre-.Columbian discovery of America, and there seems no
adequate reason 1o doubt their genuineness, wi find it recorded that those
daring searovers at first met with no sign of inhabitants on the coast, and
when at length they did come i contact with human beings, they describe
them as of diminutive stature (Skrealings or dwarfs), dark and swarthy in
complexion, elad in (fishes) seal (2)-skin robes, paddling skin canoes, etc,
Could these be other than Eskimos 2 The question of the actual site of
the Norse discovery and attempt at settlement being still an open one, we
can only conjecture cither, that they were speaking of the people of Labra
dor, or at that tme the Eskimos, if not a fixed inhabitant of more southern
Latitudes, must have ranged along the coast much further south than in
Latter times,

I'he traditional enmity which existed between the Beothucks and the
Eskimo, or for that matter. between all the Indian tribes of the surrounding
tervitories and  the latter, proves pretty conclusively there could be no
kinship between them.  Every man's hand appears to have been raised
igainst the unfortunate Eskimo; they were, and stll are, the prey of all
the neighbouring tribes, It is known that the Beothucks entertained a
pecial dislike for them, and in derision, designated them * the four-paws,
presumably owing to their animal-like appearance and propensitics.

It is not at all likely that two peoples bearing such antipathy for cach
other could have co-existed on the sea-board for any length of time. We
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! ‘ovages of Portuguese
vag < £

of that which belongs to your Highnesses, by the convention with Portugal

I believe the distance is not 4oo leagues and | told him that | thought they
were the islands discovered by your Highnesses, and 1 even gave him a reason
but he would not hear it Speaking of the map drawn by Cabot, he says—*1
have it here; and to me it seems very false, to give out that they are not the
same islands !

I'he cartographical delineations of all these newly discovered regions
soon began to assume a more definite form, but for a long tme sub
sequently, the latitudes and longitudes, more especially the  latter, were
extremely erroneously laid down.  The new lands, found towirds the
north, were placed fully twenty degrees too far east.  In consequence of
this error, Portugal now set up a claim, based upon the celebrated Zinca
divisionds, agreed upon between it and the Spanish nation. It was found
that by extending this line towards the north pole, it, apparently, in
cluded the whole of the Terra de Baccalaos of Cabot”,

On the strength of this claim the Portuguese King equipped and
dispatched two caravels under the command of Gaspar de Cortercal, a
distinguished and enterprising gentleman, *who was flled with an ardent
desire for exploration, and thirsted after glory

The expedition set out in the carly part of the summer of 1500,
from Lisbon, and returned in October

Fivit Voyage of Gaspar de Cortereal. in 1500

For the fullest and clearest account of this voyage we are indebted
o Pietro Pasqualigo, Venctian ambassador at the court of Portugal, who
wrote to his brother in ltaly only eleven days after Cortereal's return
Fortunately this letter was preserved, and published at Vicenza, in 1501,
in a work entitled : Paes: novamente vetvovati ef nove mondo da Nlberice
Vesputes Floventini Intitutado

I'he letter runs as follows

On the cighth (8th) of the present month (October), one of the two caravels
which His Most Serene Majesty despatched last year on a voyage of discovery to
the north, under the command of Gaspar Cortereal, arrived here (Lisbon), and
reports the finding of a country distant hence west and north, 2000 miles, heretofore
;oo miles with
out reaching it termination, from which circumstance they conclude it to be the

quite unknown,  They proceeded along the coast between 600 and

mainland  connected with another region, which last yvear was discovered in the
north but which the caravel could not reach on account of the ice and the vast
quantity of snow, and they are confirmed in their belief by the multitude of great
vivers which they found, which certainly did not proceed from an island.  They say
that this country is very populous, and that the dwellings of the inhabitants are
comstructed with timber of great length and covered with the skins of fishes

Ihey have brought hither of the mhabitants, seven in all, men, women, and

children, and in the other caravel, which is looked for every hour, there are fifty
more.  They are of like colours, figure, stature, and respect, and bear the greatest
Prowse's History of Newfowndland
11 was the same line estended southward, which gave Brail to Portugal

Damiane Goes, Chsniva b J we Rev Dom Emianu







6 Gaspar de Cortercal

s we have seen, it was then Cabot took home the three native

nd
these points might have been

All the discussions that have arisen on
woided, had not Sebastian Cabot, or some
o leave a perpetual doubt on  the

one for him, so mixed up

the events of the two voyag
minds of subsequent writers,
Possibly the people  brought
Beothucks ; his  description  of  the
including pine, appearance of the natives, and mode of dressing them
wlves, with other particulars as to their dwellings, stonce implements, et
natives of this island. Had Pasqualigo only
mentioned the custom of smearing themselves with red ochre, 1 would
positive Al we can now look upon with any
fact that this explorer undoubtedly visited the
as it

back by Cortereal may have been
country, the abundance of timber

Al seem 1o indicate  the

have considered it proof
degree ol certainty the
he ¢ his own name liera de Cortereal

island, 80 which
ppears upon Ribero's and many other of the carlier maps
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10 Hore's vovage

the Gulf of St Lawrence. His description of the natives, taken from
Hakluyt, is beyond question the first really reliable account of the Beothucks
in existence,

“These are men,” he says, “of ndifferente good stature and bigness,
but wild and wnruly.  They wear their hair tied on the top like a wreath
of bay, and put a wooden pin in it, or other such thing instead of a nail,
and with them they bind certain bird's feathers,  They are clothed with
wild beasts' skins, as well the men as the women, but the women go
somewhat straighter and closer in their garments than the men do, with
their waists girded,  They paint themselves with  certain roan colours
Their boats are made of the bark of birch trees, with the which they fish,
and take great store of seals, and as far as we could understand, since
coming hither, that is not their habitation, but they come from the main
Laind out of hotter countries, to catch the said seals and all necessaries for
their living.”

On his second outward voyage, in 1535, Cartier does not appear to
have landed anywhere on the Newtoundland coast, though he wuched again
at the Funk Island.  He then proceeded 1o Blane Sablon, on the Labrador
side of the Strait of Belle 1sle, from whence he cruised up the mainland
side of the Gulf.  Later on he is supposed to have run across from the
Magdalen Islands, and sighted Cape Ray, which he called Cap, Lorraine (2),
and may have harboured on some part of our southern coast.  After this
he sailed across the gulf, and up the river St Lawrence, where he wintered,
On his return journey, in 1536, he touched at St Pierre Island, and also
at Renews Harbour, on the east coast of this island ( Newfoundland), but
there is no further reference to our native Indians,  Cartier made two other
voyages to Canada, or New France, in 1541 and 1543, but there is nothing
to e Jearnt from them with reference 1o the Beothucks,

In the month of April, 1536, 4 Mr Hore, with a party of gentlemen,
sailed from Gravesend with two ships, the  Zrinaty and  Winion, wowards
the New-founde-Jaunde ; they arrived at Cape Breton () Island, after being
two months at sea,

“They then sailed towards Newfoundland, where they landed at Peaguin Island’,
and found a prodigious quantity of white and grey birds, as large as geese’, which they
cooked and ate. Black and white bears were likewise numerons . some of them
were killed, and proved to be catable food. From this small island, they proceeded
to the coast of Newfoundland, where they remained several days at anchor, with-
out seeing any natives, At last some of them were observed rowing towards the
ships: a boat was manned and sent after them, but they immediately retreated,
and gaining the shore, fled to an island in the bay.  This alw, they left on the
approach of the men who found there a fire at which the side of a bear was roast-
ing on a wooden spit.”

A more circumstantial account of the meeting with the aborigines by
Mr Hore's party, was related o Richard Hakluyt by Oliver Dawbeney,
a merchant of  London, who accompanied  the expedition, and s extracted
from Bareow's Nosthern ovages, as follows

There are two groups of Pengum Islands on our coast, o
Lo Huney the other at the entrance to Sie Chase Hamidton «

The Great Auk 2 o Dmponiia

e off the snthern side, near Cape













SEVENTEENTH CENTUR)

In this century we at length come upon an ora replete with in
formation about the Beothucks in cvery respect trustworthy, 1t is not
second hand as has been most of the preceding, but comes direct from
the authors themselves, and might almost he Tooked upon as the beginning

of the true relation of their sad history
In the carly part of this century, England began o awaken in reality

to the value of this goodly heritage of  Newfoundland especially o the
thundant resources of the fisheries \ company of nobl ind gentlemen
formed a great colonization scheme, and under the title of the Council
nd Company of the New-found land  Plantation,” obtained a charter from
King James 1. which conferred upon them very ample territory and no
le imple powes One clause of this charter reads as follows W
being well assured that the same country adjoining 1o the aforesaid conste

where our subjects use w fishe, remameth so destitue and  so desolate
of imhabitant that scarce any one salvage person hath in many  year

beene scene in the most parts thereof
\zain, in reference

to commadities, the Company are allowed o carry

thither free, the charter goes on o state

\nd all other thi necessary and for the use and desome and trade with
the people there, if any be inhabiting in that country or shall come out of other
parts, there, to trade ith the ' Plantaty and passt wnd returning to and fi
dl such commoditic t moerchandize as shall from thenee be brought without pay
ing customs, &«

A\nd lastly, beca th wipa flect hich one can desire of this acti
In the comversion of tl in th prarte I any there be, inhabitie unt
the true worship of God, and Christian re n, N

In 1609, Mr John (

1y, one of the company, published t pamphlet

urging the setthing of a colony in the island Ihe tollowing year he wa
ent out by the company, and  fitted ot with  everything reguisite o
establish the same.  Guy selected  Cuper's Cove ™ (now ( upid’sy, in Con
ception Bay, for his  plantation, and ™ was  appointed by the COmMpuny
Governor of the new Colony,  He spent the winter of 1610 11 at that
place, erecting house Lo building boats, ete., and otherwise preparing

for the permanent establishment of the setdement of the colony













18 Jolin Guv's narvative and conmments thereon
v small beech @ for any bartering with the sauvages there cannot b fiteer
| e

I'he eighth day it began to freeze, and there was thin ouer the
ound ind because we heard nothing more of the savages we began o
return out of the sound, and coming to the place which the sauages had
made two days before fire in, wee found all things remaining there, as
it was when we parted, viz. an old boat saile, three or foure shell chains

bout twelve furres of beauers most, a fox skin, a sable kin, a bird
kin, and an old mitten, set cuery one upon a scuerale pole: whereby

we remained satsfied fully, that they were brought thither of purpose to

barter with u d that they would stand to our courtesie to leaue for
it what wee should thinke good, because we were not furnished with fit
thin for 1o trucke, we tooke onely a beauver skin, a sable skin, and

v bird skin, leauing for them a hatchet, a knife, and foure needles threaded
Master Whittir

wer skin

had a pair of cizzars which he left there for a small
rest we lett there untouched, and came that night

to the harbour we were inoat our entering, which we call Flag-Staffe
Harbour, because we found there the flag statfe throwne by the sauage
Wity I hese TRy by all likelthood, were animated to come unto u
by reason that wee tooke from them at Sauvage Bav, and some
| there.  For in no other place where

of them mayv be of those
! of them, et

we were, could we percei kens of any abe

Unfortunately  this most fovourable opening of friendly relations with

the aborigines was doomed to be frustrated, for in the following  year
wl it was agreed upon by signs between the White nd Indians that
they should again meet at the same place for traffic, there came instead
inother fishin hip.  The master of this ship knowing nothing of Guy
irrangement with the native il seeiny y many of them assembled o
the shore, concluded that they were about to attack his company I'here
pon he fired a charge amongst them from a cannon on board his ship
which caused them to retire immediately into the woods It s presumed
that they mistook th new comer for the same parties they had  pre
wishy: met, and owi 1o the pposed treachery they would never after
intercourse with the settler
re are some points in the above extract worthy of special comment
ld, feark confidence  which the Indians  displayed, proved that

they had not been tampered with before and that their natural disposition

when fairly treated, was one of trust and  friendling by no means  the
blood-thirsty vindictive characteristics attributed to them by later writers
F'hat they were a child-like innocent race is well exemplified by the

reference to the bottle incident I'heir exuberant mirth at the strange
ound produced by blowing into the mouth of the bottle is very character
istic of Indians. 1 have seen some of our Micmacs equally affected by

ome trivial occurrence of that kind












22 Lixtracts from Harrisse

fine skins which were excellent well dressed ; as also great store of several
sorts of fish dried, and by shooting off a musket towards them they all ran
way naked, without any apparcl, but only some of them had their hats on
their heads, which were made of seal-skins, in fashion like our hats, sewed
handsomely with narrow bands about them, set round with fine white shells
such as are carried from Portugall to Brasseile ; where they passe to the
Indians as ready money \ll their three canoes, their tlesh, skins, yolkes of
., targets, bows and arrows, and much fine ochre and divers other things

ey

they took and brought away. and shared it amongsi those that took it; and
they brought to me the best canoe, bows and arrows. and divers of their skins
and many other artificial things worth the noting  which may scem much
to invite us to endeavour to ind out some other zood trades with them
Whithourne's first vovave thither was in 1582, in order to trade with
1 it are ingenious, and apt, by

the natives, et He says I'he natives i
discreet and moderate government, to be brought o obedience
I'here is another motive also which amongst our ancestors, was wont
to find good respect, namely, the honor of the action, by the enlarging
of dominions, and that which will crown the work, will be the advance
ment of the honor of God, in bringing poor infidels (the natives of that
country) to his worship and their own salvation
Speaking of the friendship of their wolves and his Mastiff dog, h

wld Surely much rather the people by our discreet and gentle  usage
may be brought to society, being  already  naturally inclined  thereunto
Falking of the fishermen destroying the trees, by rinding FFor no other

nation doth the like, neither do the savage people after such tme as our

countevmen come from thence, cither hurt or harm anything of theirs which
they leave behind
For 1 am ready with my life, and means whereby, o find out some

{ the country, for they have great store

other new trade with the natives

of red ochre which they use 1o colour their bodies, bows, arrows and canoes
with, et
Notes fr Parious Sources between the date of Whithourne's Book, 1622

and Johu Cartwright's Expedition up the Exploits River, in 1768
Lixtract from Harrisse

On October 1oth, 1610, The Procureur of St Malo made complaint
that in the preceding year many masters and sailors of vessels fishing in
Newfoundland, had been killed by the savages, and presented a request
o Court that the inhabitants of St Malo be allowed to arm two vessels
to make war upon the wes', so that they might be able o fish in

satety,  Permission wa ained. and St Malo fishermen  fitted out every
year, one or more vessels for this purpose I'hese vessels were stationed
at the Northern Peninsula, or Petit Nord, which the St Malo fishermen
frequented Ihe custom was continued at least until 1635
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24 Sty David Kirke's references

men to land him alone, upon a place where there was a fordable river
betwixt him and them \fter some signs made betwixt them on cither
side, one of the Indians waded through the water, and when he came near
the captaine he threwe up his bow and arrows in token of peace, and upon
that they mett and embraced, but the Indian feclinge a short fancion, which
the captaine wore under a close coat, he retired, expressing signs of dislike
and feare And the captaine understanding his meaninge, threwe aside his
sword alsoe, as the other had done before his bow and arrowes.  Upon
that more Indians upon the other side of the river were called over, and
the captaine caused his servante aboarde the boat to bring ashore provisions
of meate and drinke to entertavne them,  They did cate and drinke together
for the space of three or foure houres, and exchange furs and deere skins
for hatchets and knives, and appointed a meeting the next year by a signe
(as is their manner in other parts of America) when the grass should b
of such a height, to bring downe all their furs and skinnes for traffique
with the English.  Upon these terms they parted.  And it soe fell out the
next yeare, that at the time appointed for their meeti in the same place
instead of Captaine Whittington or other ents for the Alderman, there
came a fisherman to the place to make a voyage and seeing a companic

of Indians together, not knowing the cause of their coming, let fly his
shott from aboard amongst them,  And they, imagininge these to be the
men in all likelyhood which ced upon the meetinge the yeare before
retyred presently into the woode and from that daye to this have sought
Al occasion every fishinge season, to do all the mischief they can, amongst
the fishermen.  Yet are we not of hope, but if it be our fortune to light
upon them, they may be brought by faire intreatic, to trade again, which
we assure ourselves may be very profitable to the lorde, and other adventurers,
when it shall be our good happ to make the natives acquainted  with our

sood intentions towards them
Sir David Kirke came 1o Newfoundland in 1638, and settled at Ferry
land, taking possession of Lord Balumore's deserted  house Here he re
mained il s death in 1656 (?), after which Lord Baltimore's son, Cecil
renewed his claim to the place
In 1640, John Downing was sent out by the company o replace
Kirke(?) at Ferryland,  In the instructions to Downing is the following
We would have vou inform yoursell in the best manner you can con
ferring with Sir David Kirke and other wise, what eonurse 1s best o In
taken for planting of peo in ve country, and for the reducing the Indians
that live in Newfoundland into civility, that soe they may be brot, in time
to know Gaod
Captain Wheeler, Commander of an English Convoy

N 1084, says,
Ihe French begin to fish eighteen leagues north of Bonavista for forty
(40) leagues along the NCE. coast, and are at utter variance with the Indians
who are numerous, and so the French never reside in winter, and always
have their arms by them v
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26 Micmac tradition

According to this tradition, it appears that :—* When the Micmacs first visited
the country, they and the Red Indians were friendly.  About a hundred years ago,
however, the French offered a reward for the head of every Red Indian. To gain
this reward, the Micmacs privately shot some of them; and one day, in descending
a river, near St George's Bay, they fell in with another party of them, while they
had the heads of some of their nation concealed in their canoe  The Red Indians
invited the Micmacs ashore to a feast, during which, some children playing about
discovered the heads.  No notice was taken till cach Micmac was seatod between
two Red Indians, when, at a given signal, the latter fell upon them and slew them
After this they fought at the north end of the Grand Pond, and at Shannoc Brook,
on the Exploits River, and, indeed, wherever they met.  In these encounters, from
the fact of their possessing fire-arms, the Micmacs were usually victorious.  Mr Peyton
said the Red Indians had a great dread of the Micmacs, whom they called Shannoc,
and used to point to Shannoc Brook', a tributary of the ploits River, as the way
by which they arrived in their country.  The woman, who lived with him some time,
was greatly alarmed at the sight of two Micmacs who came once to visit him, and
hid herself during their stay.  They were acquainted with another tribe of Indians,
whom they called the * Shaunamunc,” and with whom they were very friendly,  These
came from Labrador, but were not Esquimaux, whom the Red Indians also knew
and despised for their filthiness  The * Shaunamuncs© were diessed in deer skins,
not seal-skins, as in the case of the Eskimos, but their deer skins were not reddened,
They answer, 1 believe, to the Tndians called Mountaineers, on the Labrador shore
The Red Indians traded with these * Shaunamuncs ' receiving stone hatchets and other
implements from them, and they mutually visited each other's countries. This fact, in
some measure corrohorates the supposition, that the total disappearance of the Red
Indians, for the last ten or fifteen years, is not duce to their utter destruction, but
to their having passed over to the Labrador coast; amnd the same occurrence is
mentioned in Sir R, Bonnycastle's entertaining book on the Canadas.”

I'he above tradition of the Micmac's appears to me to be open to very
considerable doubt in many respects. The statement that the French had
offered a reward tor the heads of any Red Indians brought to them, is
at varianee with the general treatment accorded the native tribes of America
by that nation, and is hard to believe.  The French, it is well known,
always held that the Indians were human beings, with souls to be saved,
not mere animals to be destroyed. Possibly, the French fishermen on our
coast were a different, and more Blood-thirsty class  than the peaceable
Acadian and Canadian settders.  What scems howe o lend some colour
to this part of the story, is the fact relaed by Kirke, of the murderous
onslaught made by the Indians, on the French settlements at St Julien
and Croque, Such an ocearrence as that might very naturally incite the
French to acts of retaliation

Possibly, the savages who  perpetrated  these  massacres, were  not
Beothucks at all. but some of the Nascoppi. or Mountaineers, who came
over hunting from Labrador. 1 am led o infer this from o statemen
made by Captain George Cartwright, of Labrador fanve. He relates that
on his way home from Labrador. to St John's, and while stopping at
Hawke's Harbour, that, * Two French fishermen, having gone into the
country shooting, were met by eight Mountaineers, men and women, be
longing to Labrador tribes, who not only robbed them of their arms, but

! Noel Paul's Brook




Scotl's unfortunate enconnter with the Redmen 27

even stripped them almost naked Again, in another place, he speaks of
“the Mountaineers being at Quirpon Island

In the ninth edition of the Geographical Grammar, published by
Patrick Gordon, in 1722, it is said, “ That the natives of this island are
generally of a middle stature, broad-faced, colouring their faces with ochre,
and for clothing using skins of wild beasts ; that they live by ten or twelve
lamilies together ; their cabins being made of poles in form of our arbours,
and covered with skins

\bout the year 1760, one, Scott, with another shipmaster and a strong crew
went from St John's to the Bay of Exploits, which was known to be much frequented
by the Indians, during the summer season.  Scott and his party having landed at
the mouth of the bay, built there a place of residence, in the manner of a fort
Some days afterwards, a large party of Indians appeared in sight, and made a full
stop, none of them showing the least inclination to approach nearer,  Scott then
proposed to the other shipmaster to go among them; the latter advised to go armed
Scott apposed it on the ground that it might create alarm.  They proceeded towards
the Indians with part of their crew without arms,  Scott went up to them with

every sign of amity, that he could imagine, and mixed with them, taking several
of them, one after ancther by the hands  An old man, in pretended friendship
put his arms around his neck: at the same instant, another stabbed Scott in the
bacl The war-whoop resounded, a shower of arrows fell upon the English which

killed the other shipmaster and four of his companions.  The rest of the party
then hastened to their vessels and returned to St John's, carrying one of  those

who had been killed with the arrows sticking in his body.”  (Anspach,)

\ccording to Mr Thos. Pevton, who had the story from one, Henry
Rowsell, of Hall's Bay,

I'he first five men who attempted to make a settlement in that bay, were all
killed by the Indians \ crew went up from Twillingate <hortly afterwards, and
found the bodies of those unfortunates, with their heads cut off and stuck on I

Fhe above instances, if true, would scem to prove that the Indians
wore really of a very sanguinary disposition, but this is not borne out by
other accounts, notably by Whithourne's.  There are some  instances of
individuals being killed by them, hut it always appears o have been in
retaliation for brutal murders committed upon them by the whites.  On the
other hand, there are numerous cases in which they could have wreaked
vengeance upon their oppressors which they did not avail themselves of

Once an old Miemac remarked to me, * Red Injun not bad man, if he
mind o he could Kill every fisherman without letting himself be seen at
all I'here are no instances of their ever having attacked a white settle

ment, or of revenging themselves upon those who did not molest them

From the fournal of Siv Joscph Banks, 1766,

Sir Joseph  Banks was a naturalist who wvisited this country, and
Labrador, in the summer of 1760, o study their fauna and flora.  He has
left a manuseript journal of his studies and observations, which is of a very
interesting character. There is but a short reference to the aborigines of
Newfoundland, but as it contains some entirely new information, 1 quote
it in full
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OFf the Indians that inhabit the interior parts of Newfoundland, T have as yet
been able to learn very little about them.  They are supposed to be the original
inhabitants, of that country.  They are. in general, thought to be very few as | am
told, not exceeding five-hundred (500) in number, but why that should be imagined,
I cannot tell, as we know nothing at all of the interior parts of the Island, nor
ever had the least connection with them, tho' the French we are told had

“The only part of the island that 1 have heard of their inhabiting, is in the
neighborhood of Fogo, where they are said to be as near the coast as four (4) miles

“Our people, who fish in these parts, live in a continual state of warfare with
them, firng at them whenever they meet with them, and if they chance to find
their houses or wigwams as they call them, plundering them immediately, the' a
bow and arrows, and what they call their pudding (7) is generally the whole of
their furniture

“They in return, look upon us in exactly the same light as we do them, kill
ing our people whenever they get the advantage of them, and stealing or destroy-
ing their nets, wherever they find them

“The pudding, which T mention in the last paragraph is, our people say,
always found in their huts, made of eggs and deers” hair to make it hang to
gether, as we put hair into our mortar and bake in the sun. Our people believe
it to be a part of their food, but do not scem certain whether it s intended  for
that or any other use. They are sad o fetch eggs for this composition, as far as
Funk or Penguin Island, ten leagues from the nearest land

Ihey are extremely dexterous in the use of their bows and arrows, and will
when pressed by an encmy, take four arrows, three between the fingers of their left
hand, with which they hold the bow, and the fourth notched in the string, discharge
them as quick as they can draw the bow, and with great certainty

Iher canoes, by the gentleman's account from whom 1 have all this, ar
made like the Canadians, of Birch-bark, sewed together with deer’s sinews, or some
other material, but differ from the Canadians’ essentially, in that they are made to
shut up by the sides closing ther for the convenient carrying of them through
the woeds, which they are obliged to « m account of the many lakes that abound
all over the Island

Pheir method of scalping too, is very different from the (
being content with the hai, but skinning the whole face, at Jeast, as far as the
upper lip

I have a scalp of this kind which was taken from one, Sam Frye, a fisher
man, who they shot in the water, as he attempted to swim off 1o his ship from
them.  They kept this scalp a year, but the features were so well preserved, that
when upon a party of them being pursued the next summer, they dropt i, it was
mmediately known to be the scalp of the wdentical Sam Frye, who was killed the
year betor

So much for the Indians i half of what 1 have written about them is true,
it is more than 1 expect, tho 1 have not the least reason think but that the
man who told it to me believed it, and had heard it from his own people, and
more of the neighboring planters and fishermen

Ihe Authorities, having at length come to the conclusion that it was
about time o put a stop o the inhuman  barbarities practised upon the
poor dofenceless Beothucks, ok the matter seriously i hand,  In 1768
the then Governor, Sir Hugh Palliser, sent an expedition up the Exploits
River, under the command of Licut, John Cartwright, of HOMS. Guernsey
to try and open up communication with them, and establish a friendly
INLETCOUrse I'he expedition, unfortunately, failed to mect with any of them
but the account in Cartwright's own language, which is given in full below,
is of a very interesting character

wadian’s, they not
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30 Cartwright's journev to Red Indian Lake

around a fire that burns in the centre.  The beds are only so many oblong
hollows in the carth, lined with the tender branches of fir and  pine,
Several straight sticks like hoop-poles, compose the frame of the whigwham,
and the covering is supplied by the rind of the Birch-tre This 1s over-
laid sheet upon sheet, in the manner of tiles, and perfectly shelters the
whole apartment except the fire-place, over which there is left an opening
to carry off the smoke.  The birch rind is secured in its place by outside
poles whose weight from their inclined position is sufficient for that purpose.
The central fire spreading its heat on all sides makes them quite warm ;
and notwithstanding one of these habitations where materials are plentiful,
may be completed in less than an hour, yet they are extremely durable ;
for being always in the woods they are defended from the force of the
wind, that would otherwise very soon overturn such slender fabrics.

Of the square habitations, only two were observed on the whole
journcy ; one upon Sabhoth Point. in Licutenant’s Lake, and the other in
a small distance above Little Rattle!,  They were much alike and examining
the latter we found it o be rectangle, framed nearly in the fashion of
the English fishing houses. only that the studs were something apart, from
which it was evident that they alone could not, in that state, form the
shell. as in the English buildings, where they are closely joined together.

But about cighteen inches within this and parallel w0 it there was
another frame of slighter workmanship rising to the roof. From the hair
which adhered o the stads, the interval appeared o have been filled with
deer-skins ; than which there could have been nothing better caleulated for
keeping out the cold. This was the construction of only three sides, the
fourth being raised by trees well squared and placed horizontally one upon
another, having their seams caulked with moss.  The difference was probably
owing to the deficiency of skins: and rather so as this inferior side of
the dwelling bore a SE. aspect, which required less shelter than any other.
I'he lodgements of the rafters on the beams and the necessary joints were
as neatly executed as in the houses commonly inhabited by our fishers,
Fhe roof was a low pyramid. being encompassed at the distance of three
feet from its vertex by a hoop tied o the rafters with thongs.  Here the
covering had terminated, and the space above the hoop had heen left open
as in the whigwham, for a passage for the smoke, the fire-place, according
to custom, having been o the centre,

I'he deer fences we found erected on the banks of the Exploits are
situated in places the most proper for intercepting herds of these animals,
as they cross the river in their route to the southward, on the approach
of winter, and against the return of mild weather, when they wander back
to the northward.  They have the best effect. when there is a beach about
twenty feet wide and from thence a steep ascendi bank.  Along the
ridge of this bank the Indians fell the trees without chopping the trunks
quite asunder ; taking care that they fall parallel with the river and guiding
every fresh cut tree so as o coincide with and fall on the last.  The weak
parts of the fence are filled up with branches and limbs of other trees,

' Furnier's term for rapid
















34 Continnation of Cartwright's

These puddings, it is thought, are preserved by them, as a provision against
times of scarcity, and when the chase may happen to fail.

The Red Indians, as 1 have observed before, have no intercourse
with Europeans, except a hostile one ; which there is great reason to think,
is founded, on their part, upon a just, and, to any uncivilized people, a
noble resentment of wrongs,  On the part of the English fishers, it is an
inhumanity which sinks them far below the level of savages.  The wantonness
of their cruelties towards the poor wretches, has frequently been almost
incredible.  One well- known fact shall serve as a specimen. A small family
of Indians being surprised in their wigwam, by a party of fishermen, they
all fled, to avoid if possible, the instant death that threatened them from
the fire-arms of their enemies: when one woman being unable to make
her escape, yielded herself into their power.  Secing before her none but
men, she might naturally have expected that her sex alone would have
disarmed their cruelty but to awaken in them still stronger motives to
compassion, she pointed with an air of most moving entreaty to her prominent
belly,  Could all nature have produced another pleader of such cloquence
as the infant there concealed 2 But this appeal, Oh, shame o humanity !
was alas! in vain: for an instant stab, that ripped open her womb, laid her
at the feet of those cowardly ruffians, where she expired in great agonies,
Their brutal fury died not with its unhappy victim ; for with impious hands
they mutilated the dead body, so as 1o become a spectacle of the greatest
horror, And that no aggravation of their crime might be wanting, they
made, at their return home, their boasts of this exploit.  Charity might
even have prevailed in their favour, against their own report, and  have
construed  their relation into an idle pretence only of wickedness, which,
however, they were incapable of having in reality committed, had they not
produced the hands of the murdered woman, which they displayed on the
occasion as a trophy,  Although 1 meant to confine myself to a single proof
of my charge against the fishermen, yet, as that is general, and of so
criminal a nature, it may not be amiss to bring more evidence against them,
in order 1o satisfy the reader that their guilt has not been exaggerated,
I'he following story will but too much contirm what has 1 already
advanced.  Some fishermen, as they doubled in their boat, a point of land,
discovering a single defenceless woman with an infant on her shoulders,
one of them instantly discharged at her a heavy load of swan shot, and
lodged it in her loins. Unable now to sustain her burthen, she unwillingly
put it down, and with difficulty crawled into the woods, holding her hand
upon the mortal wound she had received, and without once taking off her
cyes trom the helpless object she had Jeft behind her. In this dreadful
situation she beheld her child ravished from her by her murderers, who
carried it to their boat. How the infant’s cries, as they bore it off, must
have pierced her fainting heart!  How the terrors of its approaching fate
must have wrung a mother's breast! A cruel death or an ignominious
bondage among enemies the only prospeets for a beloved son she was to
see o more ! Sure the arrow of death was now dipped in the keenest of
all poisons!  Assassinations hut not the deeds of manly courage are the
genuine effects of cruelty.  The child was snatched away in all the hurry
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40 Cartwright's narrative

out.  Along all the shores, either of salt or fresh water, that we are
acquainted with, which are well sheltered with wood, there is in winter
the greatest abundance of ptarmigan, which is a species of grouse, though
they are erroncously ealled partridges.  These birds do not scek the warm
woody vales until the snow and wintry blasts drive them off the open
barrens where they are bred.  They become in cold weather so tame as
to appear deficient in the principle of self-preservation; so that they are
killed at pleasure, and may be almost n-cl(nm'd as a kind of domestic
poultry to the Indians.

I'he martin or sable, next to be considered, is a creature with which \
the whole country abounds, and is of all others the most easily entrapped
by the furder.  This animal follows every track made by men in the
woods, and allured by the smell of provisions, haunts dwellings.  This

pilfering inclination is casily turned 1o the destruction of the animal, and

1s fortunate for the furrier “
The beaver is not wanting in these parts, and  makes no mean !

addition to their store of provisions,  The most luxurious epicure  may |

envy them this dainty.  The flesh has an exquisite flavour pecaliar to |

itself, which together ‘with a certain crispness in the fat is so grateful to

the taste that it is preferred o the finest venison,  No broth excels that

which is made from the forequarters, which are quite lean.  The hind

quarters, unseparated, are commonly roasted, being richly clothed with fat, |

of which the il entirely consists. A dish of tails o cat as marrow is

esteemed a great 1 ey, The meat is remarkably casy of digestion, and !

its admirers say it may vie with wrete itsell as a delicious, nutritive and
wholesome diet. 1t is only in winter that beaver is in season, when a
large one, as some report, will weigh sixty or seventy pounds,  The much
admired political. mechanical, provident and social operations of this animal
have exercised many ingenious  pens, which may  be  deservedly  styled
ingenious, as it is the property of ingenuity to invent.  How could a
traveller resist the wemptation of applying the tlat scaly tail, so admirably
contrived for the purpose. as a trowel for spreading mortar in the erection i
of their dams and houses > Nor must it be disputed but that it must e
cqually serviceable as a sl whereon to draw the materials,  But 1 am
well informed that the sagacious beaver himself s sull ignorant that this
singular tal was given him for cither of these ends. Their sage maxims
of government, their punishment of offenders and expulsion of - slothful

members from the community, have been all gravely related by aothors |
who have gained no small eredit from these curious discoveries, the result i
of their deep researches into nature . and these writers In- transgressing i
the dictates of truth, have not however entively lost sight of them ; for 1

the beaver will be readily admitted to be an equal favourite of Providence,
and 1o be governed by as intelligent an instinct as the bee or ant, whose |
cconomy is so wonderful
We may add to the animals above mentioned the bear, the woll, the
tox, hare and otter, besides two or theee birds of prey, all of which are
w be found i this o wild forest, and may attord  the Indians a0 casual b
meal now and then |
|
|
{
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56 Joi Sand's letters to the Governor's Secrvetan

of the sloops of war upon that station were to winter in the Bay ol
Exploits, or Gander Bay, for protecting such a project in the scason that
is most favourable to it, it would be as much force as would be needed
but the mode and manner of carrying into execution such a scheme is for
the consideration of the Cenmitted

Letter of Mr John Bland addressed to Governor's Secretary

BONAVISTA
2 »

I have taken the carliest opportunity to rej to your letter of the
i8th pa ‘ the bject of the e Indians, and feel great satisfaction in
know that His Ex n in n opinion with me

I am ver rrv that it not in my power to send the Governor a copy of

m t \dmiral  Milbank. It w ritten  without any  premeditation  at

St ind the inal left with Mr Graham. 1 had not the honour to see Hi
Exce nor did | i wmy answer, cither verbally or in writin

i« at that time in St John's a Mr Salter, who had been agent to a

hon and it s from him that | obtained the nformation which mad

the subje f etter. 1 introduced  thi an to Mr Graham, that he might

hear | tory fi h muoutl

I have not at this distance of time any recollection of the names of the person

vho were accused, but the Indians murdered, if 1T remember right, were a man and

1 wif I'hey had with th v girl, then a child, and in thewr solicitude to save

T'he girl was not long afterwards carried to Trinity

1 humanity by Mr and Mrs Stone, who took her with

| about two years a I am not certain that the

were not in the employ of one Peyton, who for many

Fishery in the Bay of Exploits, and at this time

i ngland.  Peyton rendered himselfl infamou
hia I tories told of this man would shock
L { humanity. it is to be wished are not truc
that the proposer of any public scheme is regarded

is heard with suspicion and trusted with caution

hly digested any | an end, which

much at heart, | in compliance with his request

I nay be improved and acted upon
t ) t bt ¢ n of some of the India
we of this advantage is obvious to every 1 vho considers the
titution.  Kind treatment, trifling  presents and a friendly

I open a way to further communication

wrous spinit of hostility, manifested by our people M OCCAsIOn
t |

{ ' 1 fety  can noreason be admitted vill of course
ity of ga th et The gquestion therefore, is what appear
to be the t o« b cheme for obtaimng it
The persons | should prefer to employ upon this service would be soldier
ccted from th irrison at St John's, and 1 should give this preference for obvious
rea It 1l wen the expense annexed to the measure, they would operate
A I up tl rriers and sa wre the chief delinguents and
1 natur | L takin fession. Where and how o
N then \ ter n A\ s number of the
I 1 ! |
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It ought to be remembered that these savages have a natural right to this
island and every invasion of a natural right is a violation of the principle of justice.
They have been progressively driven from South to North, and though their removal
has been produced by a slow and silent operation, it has nevertheless had all the
effect of violent compulsion.  In proportion as their means of procuring subsistence
became narrowed. their population must necessarily have decreased, and before the
lapse of another century, the English nation, like the Spanish, may have affixed to
its character the indelible reproach of having extirpated a whole race of people
The Spaniard, indeed, was stimulated by a passion which only great virtue can
resist; and the inhumanities inflicted oy some of our countrymen, on many occasions,
upon the poor savages of Newfoundland, can hardly be conceived to originate in
any other principle than a cruelty of disposition

It would, I am persuaded, be highly gratifying to His Excellency, that it wes
under his administration the humane plas of rescuing this people from oppression,
was first put into a train for executicn; and 1 will assure you, Sir, that it woeuld
yield me a very sensible pleasure, should any hints that T may have suggested, or
may hereafter s st, be ultimately employed to soften the rigours of their condition

1 am not much acquainted with that part of the island 1o which the Indians
are confined, but 1 have a knowledge of residents there from whom essential
nformation m be obtained,  The part 1 should desire to have in so laudable an
undertaking would depend chiefly on the enconragements and aids given by Govern
ment to carry it into execution. | must, nevertheless, beg of His Exceliency to accept
my sincere acknowledgements for his favourable opinion and good intentions

I have the honour to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient, humble servant,
1. P Rance, lisqg (Signed)  Jons BrLasn

Seccond Letter of My Bland.

BONAVISTA,
20th October, 179
Sir
I have the honour 1o acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency's letter
of the 20th past. to which I should nov at this time, have troubled Your Excellency
with my reply, but that 1 wish 1o take some notice of the objection urged against
the ot which 1 had suggested relative to the Esquimaux. 1 have before heard
that there is no aflinity between the languages spoken by those Indians and the
Indians of this island, and that they are i perpetual hostiity ; but 1 am ignorant
upon what ground this opinion has been  entertained,  Situated as both are at
present, neither can with advantage, or convenience, visit the country of the other
Betore this quarter was  possessed by the  Europeans, there was nothing to
separate these Indians but the natural boundary of the Straits of Bellisle; and then,
like other barbarous nations who can find no mterest in a friendly nterecurse, they
might have been at continual war. But a great many years have elapsed since the
Esquimanx have had any footing to the Southward of Cape Charles, and it s not
improb ble that the present generation of the Newfoundland  Indian may scarcely
know that there is such a people as the Esquimaux
In respect to an affinity between their languages, if there be no positive evidence
against o, 1 should strongly inchine to that opinion except in the instance of the
vomentioned o me former letter, there has not occurred any tavourable opportunity
of deciding this question for more than thirty years. [t s not so long ago, as 1 am
mformed, since an badian named June did

It Do oeen s that fum lie by the upsetting of his skl while entening the narrow

dangerous gut leading o |

our

lost
» Har

c#-——,
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In the year 1800 Governor Pole sent one, Capt. Le Breton, to examine
the nature of the North coast of the island, and to inquire about the
Aborigines.  Capt. Le Breton returned without meeting the Indians, but
in several places found very recent traces of them. (Cormack.)'

My Bland's third letter.
BoNavista,
250h Angust, 1500,
Sir,

1 have been honoured with Your Excellency's letter of the 16th instant
by Licutenant Scambler, who is yet detained at this place by contrary winds, |
will assure you, sir, that it would give me much pleasure could 1 by any means
contribute to forward your wishes in favour of the Native Indians of this island.
Admiral Waldegrave did me the honour of his correspondence upon the same
subject. My official letters to him contain all the information | could procure both
in respect to the general conduct of our settlers towards those poor savages, and
the means of conciliating their good will.  But Your Excellency may rest assured
that this desirable object will hardly be obtained without the carnest interference of
Government

My last suggestion to the late Governor, and which 1 repeat here, is a very
simple one, and cannot in the prosecution be attended  with any expense worty
regarding. It is to station in the neighbourhood of Lxploits a seleet military party
commanded by an officer of discreti A resident of that district, whose name is
ousel, sent me word that he would conduct such a party to the residence of the
Indians. It is not likely, in a case of surprise, that every description of them could
escape.  The possession of one, or more, 1s assuredly the first step towards the end
so much to be desired.  Every man who has considered the nature of his own
constitution will be at no loss how to improve such an advantage. It will be
confessed unless we would deny one of the widest principles of human nature that
benevolent and kind usage must excite sentiments of affection and gratitude in the
most uninstructed part of the human race.  Could an opportunity be once afforded
of showing those savages that we are really well disposed towards them, the chief
difficulty, in my opinion, would be romoved,

I do not think, sir, that a proclamation would have any good cffect, unless it
were followed up by some strong measure.  Should Your Excellency resolve that a
party shall be stationed near the resorts or residences of the Indians, in that case it
would certainly be proper to issue a proclamation in the vicinity of Fogo, informing
the inhabitants of the intention of placing such a party there, and holding out the
most exemplary punishmeat to all who disobey it, T do not conceive any other
mode of suppressing the spirit of hostility uniformly manifested by the furriers and
otuer residents of that quarter

I apprehend that the Indians e about this time withdrawing from the scaside
with such winter stock as they have been able to collect.  In this case Mr Le Breton
may not so readily fall in with any of them unless he could make an inland
excursion.  But 1 do not think his party sufficiently numerous nor does he appear
to be provided for such an enterprise

Should nothing effectual result from the present attempt, | see no reason to be
discouraged from repeating it.  Indeed it s the general opinion of persons who
must be allowed to have the best judgement i this case, that the thing is very

1 Presumobly Capt. Le Breton made a report to the Governor, but 1 have failed to find it amongst
the records of Government House, or elsewhere
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NINETEENTH CENTUR)Y

I'ue first quarter of this century witnessed the concluding chapter in

history of this poor child of Nature, the D huch So far as can

wd or s ever hkely to be known, this ill-treated race passed out

ce as mysteriously as they entered thercupon, at least within the
{ of the century Gone, no nows whither,  Gone
| the wk of at pest
I the wither 1 f Aut
1y oa lew r rema hidden awa der the sea-clitfs
e locali ¢ indistinet, almost  obliterate circular  hollows
wark the tes of their former habitations, and an occasional stone
wrow  head are all that left 1o atest tha h a people ever
tence
here Iy 1t first European visito their primitive NOrance
rity, they remained in that condition to within the memory
rso t then the sappearcd for ever Perhaps in
Hunt Ciror { the hercalter they are now enjoyi

rest dented the on eart Who can say

vquote from an admirable article in the Warit Wouthly Magazine

by the lue R Moses Harvey, entitle in
Ra

fri T i ted bet he White and Red me
cont I wa ) y began t
l A tunity offered
¢ temp hich
I 1 ' rded by their invader
1 t i ot 1l I use of the
f Il ind \ r {
{ | he cou f to be

1 he poor | huch ta lmits of 1
fact, 1 t 1 irded the red men a
b W Lt wh treats t
I talia and that ar to th
| t ' | 1 ri I Wi At first mild ; tractable
ti relat beca it length the fierce and implacable
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64 Description of Indian Woman, etc.

never were astonishment or pleasure more strongly depicted in a human countenance
than hers exhibited.  After having walked through the room between the Governor
and the General, whose gold ornamenss and feathers seemed to attract ber attention
in a particular manner, she squatted on the floor holding fast a bundle, in which
w her fur clothes, which she would not suffer to be ta away from her. She
looked at the masicians as if she wished to be near them. A gentleman took her
by the hand, pointing to them at the same time; she perfectly understood his
meaning. went through the crowd, sat with them for a short time, and then expressed
in her way a wish for retiring.  She could not be prevailed upon to dance, although
she seemed inclined to do so. She was every where treated with the greatest
kindness, and appeared to be sensible of it. Being alowed to take in the shops
whatever struck her fancy,  She snowed a decided preference for bright  colours,
accepted what was given her, but weald not for a moment leave hold of her bundle,
keenly resenting any attempt to take it from her.  She was afterwards sent back to
the spot from whence she had been taken, with several presents; and a handsome
remuneration was given to the master of the vessel who had brought her with strict

charge to take every possible care for her safety!.

Bonnycastle says of this female: “She was stained both body and
hair, of a red colour, as it is supposed from the juice of the Alder, and
was not very uncasy n her new situation when in the presence of her
own sex only, but would not permit any men to approach her, except her
enslaver, 1o whom (which speaks volumes for him) she was ever gentle
and affectionate,”

Letter from William Cull to the Governor.

Dated) Fooo, Sepr. 27, 1804
Addressed to Mr Trounsell,
\dmiral's Secretary,
Sir
This is to inform you that 1 could get no men until the 28th day of
August, when we proceeded with the Indian to the Bay of Exploits and went with
her up the river as far as we possibly could, for want of more strength; and there
let her remain ten days, and when | returned the rest of the Indians had carried
her off in the country. 1 would not wish to have any more hand with the Indians
unless you will send round and insure payment for a number of men to go mn the
country in the winter. The people do not hold with civilizing the Indians, as they
think they will kill more than they did before.
(signed) W Cune

Proclamation by His Excellency John Holloway, Esy.. Vice-Admiral of the
“Red Governor and Commander-in-Chicf of the Istand of Newfound-
land, ct
It having been represented to me that vanous acts of violence and  inhuman

crueltics have been, at different times, committed by some of the people employed

s Furriers, or otherwise, upon the Indians, the original Inhabitants of this Island,

resiing in the interior parts thercof, contrary to every principle of religion and

b She was first placed under the care of Mr Andrew Pearce, a gentleman at Fogo, who hired
men to take her back to her tnibe.
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humanity, and in direct violation of His Majesty’s mild and beneficial Insiructions
to me respecting this poor defenceless tr issne this my Proclamation,
warning all persons whatsoever, from being guilty of acts of cruelty, violence, outrage
and robbery against them, and if any Person or Persons shall be found after this
Proclamation, to act in violation of it, they will be punished to the utmost rigor of
the law, the same as if it had been committed against myself, or arv other of IHis
Majesty's Subjects.  And all those who may have any intercourse or trade with the
said Indians, are hereby camestly entreated to conduct themselves with peaceableness
and mildness towards them, and use their utmost endeavours to live in kindness and
friendship with them that they may be conciliated and induced to come amor ¢ us
as Brethren, when the public, as well as themselves. will be benefited by their being
brought to a state of civilization, social order, and to & blessed knowledge of the
Christian Religion.  And | hereby offer a Reward of Fifty Pounds to such person
or persons as shall be able to induce or persuade any of the male Tribe of Native
Indians to attend them to the Town of St John's, as also all expenses attending
their journey or passage.  The same Reward shall be paid to any person who shall
give information of any murder committ upon the bodies of the aforesaid Indians
and being proved upon the oath of one or more credible witnesses

I therefore call upon all Magistrates and other Officers of Justice, to Promote
to the uwtmost of their power, the intention of this Proclamation. by apprehending
and bringing to justice all persons offending against the same

Given under my hand at Fort Townshend
St John's, Newfoundland, the joth July, 1807,
J. HoLroway
By Command of His Excellency
G, MacBean,

Wy Bland's fourth lettcr

Sir
Since my return hither | have learnt that an Indian Canoe had been

taken on the North part of this Island and carried o St John's and that enguiries
had been made respecting the manner by which our Fishermen had become possessed
of this Boat. From all T can learm of this transaction, s the Fishermen concerned
in it belong to Bonavista, no other mischief happened than that of depriving the
poor Indians of their Canoc

Government has frequently expressed a wish that some means could be suggested
of effecting a friendly mtercourse between our People and the Nadive Indians of
this Island, but nothing serious has hitherto been attempted tovards so desirable an
end

Without reference to corr
will take the liberty to pre
party be stationed in the Bay of Exploits with a guide during the winter seq
and should it afterwards be I
summer months when the Indians resort to the sea coast in order to provide food
for the winter. 1t is during this period that they are often met by the Northern
Fishermen and unhappily iterrupted in their endeavours to make this provision
Ihere can be little doubt under present management that one at least of the two
modes proposed would be successtul in seuring some of these savages, and common
sense would then suggest what was further necessary to conciliate their good will
and improve the intercoursc

Ihe good to result from a successful attempt at conciliation must bhe an end to

a long course of hostilities between our Savages and the native Savages of this

pondence with ner Governors on this subjeet |

to Your Excellency that a small and select military

wnd necessary one of the King's schooners duris

" 9










68 Licutenant Spratt's expedition

Nov. 19th, 1808, The Governor writes: “1 am concerned at being
disappointed in my endeavours to open an amicable intercourse with the
Natve Indians of Newfoundland, and to show their Lordships what steps
I have taken for this desirable purpose, 1 beg leave 1o annex a copy of
my orders to Licut. Spratt, together with a list of the articles thought
necessary for this service, but the Native Indians have not been seen on
the sea coast this year.  The same Officer is now under my orders to
proceed again o Bay of ploits as carly as the ice permits with the
painting and the articles he carried this year, all of which were brought
back and are now deposited in the Court House at St. John's.  The
Micmac Indians who frequent the Island of Newfoundland from Cape
Breton or Nova Scotia are at enmity with this unfortunate race of Natives,
but 1 have taken steps to forbid their coming at all, being only plunderers
and destroyers of the Beaver and other animals to the extinction of the
species by taking them at improper times

F'o Admiral Holloway from M. Faukener, Dec, 2nd, 1808, 1 lament that the
united efforts of our friend Reeves and Miss Cuoran could not tame and catch a
single Indian

“In 1809 Licut. Spratt was again ordered by Governor  Holloway
to proceed inan armed schooner to the Bay of Exploits and neighbouring
parts, in order o attempt a communication with the native savages of the
Island.  He carried with him  several articles which were intended  as
presents for them, and a large painting’, which represented an officer of
the Royal Navy in full dress shaking hands with an Indian chief, and
pointing w0 a party of scamen behind him who were laying some  bales
of goods at the feet of the chicf.  Behind the latter were some male and
female Indians presenting furs to the officers.  Further to the left were
seen an European and an Indian mother looking with delight at their
respective children of the same size, who were embracing one another
In the opposite corner a British tar was courting, in his way, an Indian
beauty.

“The importance of this attempt, and promise of promotion were
sufficient inducements to Mr. Spratt 1o use every possible exertion in order
to bring the enterprise o a successtul issue.  He was however disappointed,
Notwithstanding his zeal and activity, he could not meet with any of the
tribe ; and after having remained the appointed time on that station, he
returned o St. John's.”  (Anspach. )

The picture referred to above was Governor Holloway's idea which
he communicated o Lord Castlercagh, when he was appointed Governor.
It was painted in England, and sent down in a coach to Portsmouth 1o
the Governor, who brought it out with him.  Licut. Spratt carried it back
to St John's, where it was lodged in the Court House

Before leaving the country in 1809, Governor Holloway  employed
William Cull and several other men o make a winter journcy into the

| have used every effort w th

is a reproduction from a desc

ture, bt without suece The accompanying sketch
v local artist, Mr John Haywood
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interior of the country in quest of the Red Indians.  These men, though
they did not fall in with any of them, yet came across some interesting
evidences of their existing in some numbers in this island, also of their
means of support and their modes of lite,  (Pedley'.)

In 1810 Sir Thomas Duckworth, Governor, reissued the Proclamation
of Commodore Duff.  (Anspach.)  Bonnycastle says **he published a new
Proclamation for the protection of the Red Indians, and in the year
tollowing also another, offering a reward of one hundred pounds to any
person who should bring about a friendly understanding with them,

Substance of the Narvative of Wm Cul? of Fogo

On January s, 1810, Wm Cull, John Cu'l, Joseph Meww, John
Waddy, Wm  Waddy Fhomas  Lewis, James  Foster, and  two ol the
Micmac Indians, set out upon the River Exploits, then frozen over, in
quest of the residence of the native Indians, in the interior of the country.
On the fourth day, having travelled about sixty miles, they discovered a
building on the bank of the river, about forty or fifty feet long and nearly
as widk It was constructed of wood, and covered with rinds of trees
and skins of deer.  Tn this building they found in quantity about 100 deer,
some part of which from its extreme fatness rust have been obtained early
in the fall.  The fat venison was in junks entirely divested of bone, and
stowed in boxes made of  birch and  spruce rinds, cach box  containing
about 2 cwt Ihe tongues and  hearts of the deer were stowed in
the middle of cach package I'he lean venison, or that more recently
Killed, was in quarters and stowed in bulk, some part of it, with the skin
on,  In this store they saw theee lids of tn tea ketdes, which Cull believes
to be the same given by Governor Gambier to the old Indian woman
taken in the second year of his Government I'hey also found several
martin, beaver and deer skins, some of which were dressed after the manner
of our furriers,  On the opposite bank of the river stood a second store
house considerably Larger than the former, but they did not examine it
the ice being broken and the passage
risk. They believe the width of the Exploits in this place to be nearly
two hundred yards,  In exchange for three small beaver-skins and nine
martins, they left one pair of swan-skin trousers, one pair of yarn stockings
three cotton handkerchiefs, three clasped Knives, two hatchets, some small

across being atended  with  some

bits of printed cotton, needles, pins, thread and twine Ihey saw two of
the natives on their way to this store-house, but unfortunately they  dis-
covered the party and retired I'he two store-houses above mentioned

are opposite cach other, and from the margin of the river on cach side
there  extended tor some miles into the country a high fence for  the
purpose of leading the deer to the oiver, as diese animals travelled south
or north.  Along the margin of the river in the neighbourhood of thes
store-houses were erccted extensive fences on cach side, in order to prevent
the deer, when they had taken the water, from landing. It appears that
as soon as a company of deer, few or many, eater the river in order to

History \ erdlan R Chas Pedle
















74 Continnation of Buchan's narvative

reached the river above the overfall, its whole extent being one mile and
a quarter; having gone on two miles beyond this, we returned. At noon,
the wind having veered to the SE. it came on to rain heavily; sent a
division on to the further end of the path w prepare a fire &c. 3 rw
All the light baggage and arms being conveyed to the fire-place, the sledges
were left for the night halfway in the path, so that after eight hours fatigue,
we had got little farther than one mile and a half. It continued to rain
hard until 9 .o, when the wind shifted round o the westward, and cleared
up, the crew dried their clothes, and retired to rest,

Jan. 18th.— Wind WNW. and cold weather.  Leaving the party to bring
on the sledges to the Indian Dock, and to repack them, 1 and the guides
having advanced a mile, it was found requisite to cut a path of a hundred
yards to pass over a point which the sledges could not round for want of
sufficient ice being attached to it

1o A We now rounded a bay leaving several islands on our left ; the
travelling pretty good, except in some places where the ice was very narrow,
and water oozing over the surface ;. most of us got wet feet. 2,30 P
Put up in a cave on the north shore as we should have been unable to
reach before dark another place where good fire-wood was to be found ;
here the river forms a bay on either side, leaving between them a space
of nearly one mile and a half, in which stood several islands, from the
overfall ‘up to these, the river in its centre was open.  Having given
dircetions for a fire-place to be fenced in, and the sledges requiring to be
repaired, Cull and mysell went on two miles o Rushy Pond Marsh, where
he had been last winter; two wigwams were removed which he stated o
have been there.  The trees leading from the river to the marsh were
marked, and in some  places a fence-work thrown up i the bushes in
a particular line of direction through a long extent of marsh had wisps
of hirch bark suspended to them by salmon twine', so placed as to direct
the decr down to the river: we Killed two partridges and returned to the
party by an inland route; we reckon the distance from Indian Dock to
this resting-place 1o he six miles,

Jan. toth. - Westerly wind and moderate, bt very cold.  Most of
this day's travelling smooth, with dead snow, the sledges consequently
hauled heavy o having winded for two miles amongst rough ice to gain a
green wood on the south shore, that on the north being entirely burnt
down, we put up at 4 e A lide way on the bank of a brook, where
we deposited acask with bread, pork. cocoa and sugar for two days con
sumption.  In all this day’s route the river was entirely frozen over: we
passed several islands ; saw a fox and Killed a partridge, estimated distance
ten miles ; rested tolerably during night,

Sunday Jan. 20th. Wind WNW. and cold,  Renewed our journey with
the first appearance of day ; at first setting out the sled
over a mile of sharp pointed dce, broke two ol them repairing and pack
g delaved some time. At noon the sun shone forth, the weather warm,
and a fine clear sky

S, passing

Ie Seewells, descnbed by Cartwright







76 Discovers Indians

enough of ice attached to the bank to admit the sledges to pass on, and
there are banks and fences in such places as the natives find  necessary
o obstruct the landing of the deer, some of these extending two or three
miles, others striking inland.  Divided the party into three watches, those
on guard, under arms during the night.

Jan. 23rd. Wind westerly, wild cold weather. At daylight renewed
our Journey : the river now shoaled and ran rapidly ; 1 wished to have
forded it conceiving that the Indians inhabited the other side ; but found
it impracticable. At 10 A, having advanced six miles, and seeing the
impossibility of proceeding farther with the sledges, 1 divided the party,
leaving one half to take care of the stores, whilst the other accompanied
me, and taking with us four days’ provisions, we renewed our route, the
river now winded more northerly,  Having proceeded on about four miles,
we observed on the south side a path in the snow where a canoe had
evidently been hauled across to get above a rattle, this being the oaly sure
indication that we had discovered of their having passed upwards from the
store on the south side.  The river narrowed, ran irregular, and diminished
in depth very considerably.  Having passed several small rivers on this
side, we came abreast of an island, opposite to which, on the south side,
was a4 path in the snow, from the water, ascending a bank where the trees
were very recently cut, clearly evincing the residence of the natives to be
at no great distance but it being impossible o ford the river at this
place, we continued on, but had not gone more than a mile, when turning
A point, an expansive view opened out, and we saw before us an immense
lake extending nearly inoa NE. and SW. direction, its surface a smooth
sheet of e, We saw tracks but could not be cortain whether of deer or
men. We had lost for some miles the trace seen yesterday.  On approach
ing the pond or lake we discovered on its NW. side two badies in motion,
bt were uncertain it men or quadrapeds, it being nearly  three o'clock
I drew the party suddenly into the wood 1o prevent discovery, and directed
them to prepare o place for the night, 1 went on o reconnoitre,  Having
skirted along the woods for nearly two miles, we posted ourselves in a
position to observe their motions ; one gained thly on the
other - we continued in doubt of their being men until just before loosing
sight of them in the wwilight, it was discernible  that the  hindermost
v osledge. Nothing more could be done until morning ;. as it
would have been impossible to have found their track in the dark ; obsers
ing, on our return, a shovel inoa bank of snow, we found that venison
had been dug out, we however, found a fine heart and liver ; this made
a wood supper tor the party, whom we did not rejoin ull dark. One
third of the party were successively under arms during the night which
proved exce ssively cold and restless o all

Jan. 24the Wind NE. and intensely cold.  Having refreshed ourselves
with breakfast and o dram o each at 4 am commenced our march along
the cast shore with the uumost silence ;- beyond  the point from whenee |
had the Jast view of the two natives, we fell in with a quantity of venison,
in carcases and quarters, close o which was a path into the woond.  Con-
jecturing that the Indians” habitations were here, we advanced in, but found

ound consic
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signs on secing that two of us were going to remain with them, and we
lett them accompanied by four of them.  On reaching the river head, two
of the Indians struck into our last night's fire place.  One of these 1 con
sidered to be their chief; finding nothing there for him, he directed two
of them to continue on with us, these went with cheerfulness, though at
times they seemed to mistrust us.  Parts of the river having no ice it was
difficult to get along the banks occasioning at times a considerable distance
between me and the hindermost Indian,  Being under the necessity  of
going single, in turning a point one of the Indians having loitered bebind,
ook the opportunity, and set off with great speed calling out to his comrade
to follow,  Previous precautions prevented his being fired at. This incideni
was truly unfortunate as we were nearly in sight of our fire place. It is
not improbable but he might have scen the smoke, and this caused his
flight, or actuated by his own fears as no action of my people could have
wiven rise to his conduct.  He had however, evidently some suspicions, as
he had frequently come and looked cagerly in my face, as if to read my
intentions. | had been most scrapulous in avoiding every action and gesture
that might cause the least distrust.  In order to try the disposition of
the remaining Indian he was made o understand that he was at liberty
w go it he chose, but he showed no wish of this kind, At 3 rm. we
Joined the rest of our party, when the Indian started at seeing so many
more men: but this was of  momentary duration, for he soon became
pleased with all he saw; 1 made him a few presents and showed the
articles which were w0 be taken up for his countrymen  consisting ol
blankews, woollen wrappers, and shirts, beads, hatchets, knives and tin pots,
thread, needles and tish hooks, with which he appeared much  satistied,
and regaled himselt with tea and broiled venison, tor we brought down two
haunches with us in the evening. A pair of trousers and vamps, being
made out of a blanket, and a tannel shirt being presented o him he put
them on with sensible pleasure, caretully avoiding any indecency ;. bemg
under no- restraing, he occasionally went out, and he expressed a strong
desire tor canvass, pointing to a studding sail which covered us in on one
sicle He Tad by me during the night, still my mind was somewhat dis
tirbed for it ocourred to me that the natives on the return ol their comrade
who deserted us, might be induced from his misrepresentation dictated by
lear o quit the wigwams, and observe our motions, but 1 was willing to
suppress any tear tor the safety of our men, judging that they would not
commit any violence, unul they should see ff we returned and brought
thewr companion ;b was morcover satistied that the conduct of our men
would be such as not o give occasion to any animosity, and in the event
of their bemg removed they would see the impossibility of safety inany
alle Nll Lo ey «AIII

Friday the 25th of Jan. Wind NNE. and boisterous with  sleet,
At 7 oaas set out leaving only cight of the party behind.  On coming up
to the river head, we observed the tracks ol three men crossing the pond
m a direction for the other side ot the river,  The violence of the wind
with the sleet and dritt snow rendered it laborious o get on, and so thick
Was 1t at times that all the party could not be discerned, although at no grea
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Suchan discovers the bodies of lis two marines

and at 11 o'clock laid down to rest: but had not been asleep more than
ten minutes, when 1 was aroused by a dreadful scream, and exclamation
of “O Lord” uttered by Mathew Hughster.  Starting at the instant in
his sleep, the Indian gave a horrid yell, and a musket was instantly dis
charged. 1 could not at this moment but admire the promptness of the
watch, with their arms presented, and swords drawn I'his incident, which
had like to prove fatal, was occasioned by John Guieme, a foreigner
going out.  He had mentioned it to the watch.  In coming in again, the

skin covering of the doorway made a rustling noise I'homas  Taylor
rouscd by the shrick, fired direct for the entrance, and had not Hughster
providentially fallen against him at the moment, which moved the piec

from the intended direction Guieme must inevitably have lost his  life
I'he rest of the night was spent in making covers of deer skin for the
locks of the arms

Saturday  26th  Jan. - Wind ENI blowing strong, with sleet and
freczing weather \s soon as it was light the crew were put in motion,
and placing an equal number of blankets, shirts and tin pots in each of
the wigwams, I gave the Indian to understand that those articles were for
the individuals who resided in them,  Some more presents were given to
him, also some articles attached to the red staff, all of which he seemed to
comprehend At 7 a we left the place intending to return the Monday
following.  Seecing that the Indian came on, | signifiecd my wish for him
to go back ; he however continued with us, sometimes running on a little

before in a zigza

direction, keeping his eyes to the ice as having a trace
onee pointed to the westward, and laughed.  Being now
about two-thirds of a mile from the wigwams, he edged in suddenly, and
for an instant halted ; then ook to speed. We at this moment observed
that he had stopped to look at a body lying on the ice, he was still with

in hall & musket-shot, but as his destruction could answer no end, so it

to guide him, anc

would have been equally vain to attempt pursuit; we soon lost sight of

him in the haze. On coming up we recognised with horror the bodies of
our two unfortunate companions lying about hundred yards apart ; that
of the corporal being first, was pierced by one arrow in the back ; three
wrows had entered that of Bouthland,  They were laid out straight with
their feet towards the river, and backs upwards; their heads were oft

wnd carried away, and no vestige of garments left. Several broken arrows
Iving about a

i a quantity of bread, which must have heen emptied out
of their knapsacks ;. very litde blood was visible I'his melancholy event
naturally much atfected all the party : but these feelings soon gave way to
sensations ol revenge Although 1 had no doubt as to the possibility of
finding out the route they had taken, yet prudence called on me o adopt
mother line of  conduct \s | could have no doubt that our movements
had been watched, which the cross track, observed in coming up, evinced,
those left with
n them without
loss of um Prior to entering the river the people were refreshed with

my mind consequently became alarmed for the safety

the sledges, and hence made it of the utmost moment to

ome o bread, and formed o a line of march, those having fire

irms being in the front and rear, those with cutlasses remaining in the
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with skin thong, was in breadth about inches, and lengthwise near three
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Q0 Noad on the sccond expedition

their conduct, T fatter mysell were not disregarded. Thus far 1 am satished
that no offence was given to the natives. 1 therefore attribute 1o the
flight of the Indian that was accompanying us to our sled
from which sprung the mistortune What could induce him but his own
ipprehensions it iy impossible to say, but not so with his conduct after
wards, for it is reasonable o suppose that on joining his companions he
told a tale of wonder but such as not to call his cour in question, for
we know the actions of fear are narrated as those of boldness, 1 shall
pow turn the imagination to the wigwams; behold the natives thrown all
into commotion and expressing themselves i vehement gesticulations and
hasty preparations making tor their departure,  Our men view these motions
with astonishment and are perplexed as 1o the reason . various ideas rush
on the mind, they faney me to have been attacked by another body of
them, and in the skirmish suppose the Indian 1o have escaped I'heir
span of Jife is drawing to a crisis, the natives are now setting out, and of
jese taking them along with them.  Courage heightened into madness by
their eritical situation, they determine to attempt an escape Alas! fatal
error, had cool reason been their guide she would have pointed out  the
impossibility, for the appearance of fear is certain death from an Indian,
thus in looking for sccurity we often rush into inevitable destruction, and
thus we reason when secure from danger Ihis may be said to be the
fancy of i wion but this is surely a foundation for her 1o work upon
Many other circumstances might have produced the same result, for instance,
another teibe might have arrived at the wigwams and not having themselves
seen, would not trust the recital of our friendly interview be this as it
may, on the first conjecture I orest as next to a certainty, 1 otrust that
in this dilemma my subsequent movements will be approved of, for any
further attempt at that time, to 4 subsequent interview would in all proba
bility have produced  direful consequences, for their unenlightened  minds
would look to us for nothing but retaliation, the line adopted by me may

s, the source

tend 1o remove such an impression from their minds F'o have urged
them by pursuit to acts of detence would not only be highly unjustitiable
in my own sight, but would have been acting diametrically opposite o the
orders and object 1 was entrusted o execute

survevor General Noad s authority lor the statement, that Buchan
made another expedition this same season (1811) and was to have under
taken stll another the next spring, Noad says

Capt. Buchan, on his return to St John's, after his il fated  expe
ht and obtained permission from the Governor to return again

dition, soug
in the summer, in the hope of meeting with the natives who came, at that
wason, to the seacoast to hsh, but he was disappointed in not meeting
with them. e merely succeeded in tinding some recent traces of  them
He o sull solicited and obtained  leave o winter in St John's and go in
( i them carly the ensuing spring.  This request was also aceede

st
\ We have no other record of either of these latter expeditions, and with
the exception of Governor Keats” proclamation of 1813, there does not
ippear o have been any effort: made for at least five years 1o renew the
attempt at opening communication with the natives, yet many complaints










92 Capture of Mary March

I'he circumstance which lead to the capture of Mary March is related
thus by Mr Pevio While prosccuting the salmon fishery and fur trade
in the bay and river of Exploits, he was much tormented by the depreda
tions of the Indians, who came, usually in the night time, and pilfered
everything they could lay hands upon.  The articles stolen were not often

of great value, and consisted generally of such things as knives, axes, traps
s this undoubtedly was Mr Peyton
bore with it for a long time, and without using any retaliative measures,
At length the Indians became so emboldened as to commit a theft and act
of destruction of more than ordinary character, which he could not over
look.  Mr I was living at the time at Lower Sandy Point, in the Bay of
Exploits, his house and stores stood upon the sloping bank of the river
wnd a long wharf, built on piers, extended from the shore out o the deep
water.  On this occasion, his large open boat, loaded  with the seasons
produce, lay at the head of the whart, ready 1o proceed down the bay 1o
market. 1t was one of those old style of boats, open amidship, with a
cuddy at the forward and after ends, somewhat on the lines of the ancient
caraval.  Besides the cargo of salmon and turs, Mr P had stowed away
in the caddies his clothes, bedding, and several articles of value, including
two silver watches, and some coins which were in his vest pockets, and
there were also two guns and ammunition, culinary and other utensils aboard
for use on the voyage

hooks, lines rope canvass &« Annoy ing

Everything being in readiness, he and his crew were awaiting daylight
md the tarn of the tide to procecd on their journey,  The night was very
dark, and knowing that the Indians were about, a strict watch was Kept
but seeing no prospect of a favourable tume up il past midnight, he divected
his men o lie down and take a rest while he himselt would  semain on
cuard.  He ok frequent turns ap and down the whael, and at one tine
said he thought he descried a dark object lying on the beach not L
oft which he was about to investigate, when one of his men assured him
it was a spliting table that had been left there during the day, so he did
not pay further heed o it \s the night drew on and everything appeared
he concluded nothing would be disturbed during the few  remaining
betore dawn, so ftecling somewhat tired himscll, he wok one more

thorough survey and then retived to the house to rest awhile, He threw
himselt down on a conch without removing his clothing, but he was so
restless and uneasy that he could not sleep \n hour or so may have
clapsed, when he jumped up and again visited the whart o his vreat

nortitication he tound the boat with all its effects gone, and in the inky
darkness could find no clue w the direction taken by the marauders

He now called all his crew, and as soon as daylight made its appear
St \fter many hours scarch they at length tound the
boat hauled up o small ereck at the mouth of Charles” Brook, away
down on the other side of the bay.,  She was completely ritled, everything

e, started inyg

lestrayed. ¢ prstols, watch, money amd many articles of prersonal apparel oo e ™
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returned o the wigwams which with their contents they thoro

Iy over

hauled.  One of the three wigwams was covered with the stolen boat sails,

the other two as usual with birch bark.  Inside were found many of the
piltered articles belonging 1o My Pevton, besides several others similarly
appropriated  from other parties. They consisted of kettles, knives, axes,
fish hooks and fishing lines &c. Some of the axes wer quite new, and

Mre P oatterwards learned that they had been stolen from a store in W hite
Bay the previous fall

Fhe watches had been broken into small pieces, which together with

the coins were strung on deerskin thongs, passed through holes drilled in
them, and presumably intended for necklaces, amulets or some such adorn
ment

Mr Pevion did not think there were more than fourteen or fifteen
ndividuals in these three wigwams, but it was tmpossible to count them
s they darted through the wood

His party now retreated as they had come taking the woman with
them, keeping a close watch all the time Jest she should scape which

he made attempts 1o do, Onee while all were asleep she nearly succeeded

g oot her owter deerskin robe and placing it on the snow she noise
. |
sy crawled along, draggmyg the skin after her to deaden the sound of
tootsteps, or obliterate her track in the  snow She had gained a
l e odistance when her absence was noticed, but she was s

I brought back Mier this she made no further attempt
but Kept close o My P all the time, as tho

tor protection, no doubt

FeCOZIISH n him the leader of the party and a man sSuperior inevery
way to his fellow

| NOMAI W weesstully conveyed 1w the shore, and according

to Pedley, was placed under the care of the |} piscopal  missionary of

gt She appeared o be about twenty-three years of age, was

catle disposition, and intclligent enough o wquire and retain many

lish wor which she was tanght. It was ascertained that she had a

T or four yea it theretore became an object, dictated In

the tirst feed of humanity o restore her to her trilw She was first

wight 1o St | where she remained several months, exciting a stron

i Kindly interest wowards herselt by her modest intelligent demeanour

hee was everywhere treated with the greatest consideration and loaded down

with presents by all prartis It is stated that she was allowed o go into

the cloct whateve ¢ Lancied, and take it away without question

Licut. now Capt. Buchan was again sclected by the Governor, and entrusted

with the charge of veturning her to her people, and great hopes were enter-
tained that the vecital of all she saw and of the Kindly treatment meted
out o her last convinee her wribe that nothing but amity and
ired by the whites hencetorth

ood fecling

o the Bay of Exploits with the woman 2 in the

wiumn of 182 his ship the Grasshoppe which was again secured
tor the winter at the same  place  as the Ldones in - Ship  Cove,
now  Botwoes Here he awaited the treezing up of the hay and river,

betore making the avempn to ascend 0 Red Tndian Lake, | nlortunately,
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104 Lxtracts from * The 1imes’

Further veferences to Buchanw's Two FExpeditions, taken from the London
“ Times,” in the British Museum, copied by FEngineer Lieut. R. A
lHowley, 19006

Lospox " Tives,” N 270k, 1811

Fxtract of a letter from St John's, dated lug. 1, 1811,

Licut. Buchan returned from his expedition up the Bay of Exploits, about a
month ago. It appears, that in the month of January he, with a party of sixteen
or seventeen of the crew of the *Adonis® in exploring the interior of the country,
came up with three wigwams, occupied by about seventy of the native Indians, by
whom he and his party were received in a friendly manner; that after staying with
them some time, he endeavoured to make known to them his intention of returning,
for the purpose of presenting them with such articles as he had been supplied with,
and which he apparently made them understand, would contribute to their comfort
and comvenience.  Four of the natives voluntarily went with him ;. and two of his
marines, with equal confidence, agreed to remain with the Indians until his return
Ihree out of the four Indians, however, parted v him in the course of the first
day; the other remained with him all night. and returned with him aibd his party,
back to the wigwams the nexst morning, which, they found, had been totally aban
doned, and at no great distance from which, they found the dead bodies of the two
marines they had left behind, both of whom had been murdered and their heads
severed from their bodies: upon discovering which the remaining Indian ran off
with the utmost speed, and neither him, nor any of the others, were they able to

come up with afterwards

Thus, unfortunately, has ended our attempt to open a friendly intercourse with
the natives of this Island.  Lieut. Buchan says, that he clearly understood, by signs
which they repeatedly made to him to cross over an adjoining lake, that their principal
encampment was in that neighbourhood and that they were much more numeron
than we had formed any idea of.  He seems anxious to eny in a second exp
dition. but thinks it advisable to send a considerable augmentation of force to ensure
sccess to the undertaking.  Whether any further attempt will be made at presemt

OF not, is uncertain

LONDON *Tinks, July 1ok

We learn by letters just received here from  Newfoundland, dated June sth
that the expedition which left St John's in the autumn of last year, under the
direction of Capt. Buchan of HMS Grasshopper © having
m with the aborigmes of the island. by way of the Bay of Exploits
and that skilful and inte nt officer with his

for its object, to open a

communicat

had failed TSCVEring  companions,
had returned

It appears, that the *Grasshopper,” having reached the river, from St John's, in
December last, was housed over, and made secure, to enable the persons left on
board to encounter the inclemency of a Newfoundland  winter Mary March the
female native Indian prisoner, who was to have been the medium of communication
vith her native friends died on board the “Grasshopper,” before the expedition could
set out from the Bay of Exploits

\bout the middle of January, Captain Buchan, Mr C. Waller midshipman, the
Boatswain, and about sixty men, proceeded with sleighs on the ice, contaming their
also the body of the female Indian ;. and the spot, having been

Provisions N«

v out by Mr Peyton, a merchant who accompanied the expedition, where th
rencontre took place between his party and the Indian when the husband of Mary
March w killed, her body, vmamented with trinkets & was deposited alongside
that of her husband
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110 Captain Glascock's orders

be pleased to direct her to be delivered over to Mrs Cockburn of Twillingate (the
sister of Mr Hart of London) or Mr Burge, a respectable inhabitant of that place,
where means will be provided for her instruction in as much of our language as
time will allow, until the expedition may be ready to move in Febry March
Of course, Sir, all these arrangements are made in the contemplation of the
possible event of not being able to effectuate any intercourse during the summer, and
of its not being deemed proper to pursue the measure on the part the Government
in the winter.  But in the meantime we are anxious to contribute our endeavours to
promote the general object, and shall be most happy to be employed in any way
that Your Excellency may think we can be useful
I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient,

humble servant
(signed) - FRANCIS FoRBES
His Excellency
Sir Charles Hamilton

Capt. Glascock, H.M.S. Drake.  Orders to procecd to the Northward to
endeavour to veturn an Indian woman to her Tribe,

By Sir Charles Hamilton, Bart, Vice-Admiral of the Blue and Commander-in-
chief of His Majesty's Ships and vessels employed and to be employed at and about
the Island of Newfoundland, &«

You are hereby required and directed to proceed without loss of time in His
Majesty’s Sloop Drake under your command to Greenspond, in Bonavista Bay, for
the purpose of communication with His M v's Surveying vessel Sydney or the
scrub Tender, and on falling in with either you will put on board the stores and
mstruments brought out in the Drake for the surveyor, and  discharge into her
My Payne, Midshipman appointed to the Sydney

You will then proceed forthwith to Morton's Harbour in New Waorld Island, and
on passing the Harbour of Twillingate in the island of that name you will make the
signal (by firing two guns) previously concerted on to the Rev. Mr Leigh, who will
meet vou at Morton's Harbour with a female Indian who was recently taken and
brought round to this place, and who it is an object of much interest and importance
to return to her tribe, or to any of the settlements or wigwams of the Native Indians
that may be seen on the coast during the summer, and you will concert with Mr Leigh
and Mr Pevton, Jr, the measure best calealated for carrying this object into execution
andd act accordingly

\s the coast on which vou are likely to find these Indians has never heen sur
veved, and is Tittle known, bt is represented as being very dangerous.  You will leave
His Majesty's Sloop at Morton's Harbour and proceed with your boats, entering such
hayvs and rivers as may be most likely to be frequented by the Indians during the
eding i the Drake to some
other port further to the Northward, if you can without unnecessary risk or hazard
effect 1t with the assistance of any person acquaimted with the coast. s the principal
hjects in view are to return the female Indian in question to her tribe and o
establish a friendly communication with these aborigines, great care must be taken to
wlect for this enterprise such persons of the crew as are most orderly and obedient,
and every proper means vou can suggest used to bring them to an interview, in doing

ummer season. But this s not to prevent your prox

which, as the greatest caution must be observed, it will be advisable o refrain from
wsing firecarms for any purpose before these objects are accomplished

Mr Forbes was the Chief Justice of the Colony at that time
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112 Gifts for the Indians

List of Avticles delivered to Capt. Glascock for the Indians,

Now 1. List of Articles delivered to Captain Glascock of His Majesty's Sloop
Drake for distribution among the Native Indians pursuant to the foregoing order—viz

Blankets Double 30 in Nuo.
Frocks Red 8

Cloaks 5
Looking-glasses, small 24

Knives '

Strings of Bead 15

Dishes of Tin 3 sets of 6 Ea,
Small tin pots 12 in No.

Sail needles of size .

A\wl

(signed)  C, HAMILTON

JONN's, NEWFOUNDLAND,

3 Jume, 181y

Now 2 Lt o7 Presents antended for the Native Indians,

31 vids. Blanketn 14 Ihs. Soap
170 wds, Red Baiz O Pairs of Child's Hose
6 Single Hatchet 2 Lock Saw
0 6 Tin Pans
1 Doz Clasp Knive 1 Tinder Box, complete
6 Boat's Kettle 1 Rand of Salmon Twine
1 Doz Large Clasp Knive 3 Doz Tromt Hooks fitted
1 Doz, Men's Sanquahan Hose 100 Sewing Needles
6 Teapots with cover 4 Ihs, Bohea Tea
O tin Pints O Shingle Nail
6 Hammer 12 Mixed
5 Pairs Scissor 2 hread of colour
1 Pair large ditto 1 an (gal)
* Doz, Teon tablespoon 1 " (quart)
1 gross Muddle G Hook 12 Half pint tin cups
» Doz, Long Lines 12 Pair of Blankets of Sizes
1 Rand of Ganging T win » Doz, Red Shirts
Ik Rands of Sewing Twine 30 b Al Sugar
t gin Trap 1 bron ot
1 Pitsaw File 94 b=, Cheese
1 Doz, Flat ik 1 Doz Rack Combs
3 Lartan Cap 1 Oak Cask
i Red Capr 1 Cask Butter
Copny I'. C. Geyt, Secy
Fort Towssexn,
St Jonxs NEWFOUNDLAND,
3 June, 181y

Vou are aware that before yvou left St John's a meeting of the inhabitants
place respecting Shendoreth!, the Native woman.  The gentlemen who form
Committece appointed on that occasion have, through the Chief Justice, laid the

his appears to be still another name for Mary Mach
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outhne of their plan before the Governor and as that plan is chiefly formed upon
the possibility of failure in the summer expedition they have expressed their wishe
in such an event that the Indian may be delivered over to Mrs Cockburn, of Twil
ate (the ter of Mr Hart of London) Mr Burge, a respectable inhabitant of that
place, to whom they will send instruction I am therefore desired by the Governor

to communicate the ame  for vour informat " msultin vith Capt. Glascod
respecting her disposal in the event of your not succeedi n the desired ohject
I a Sir
Your most lient servant

To the Chief [ustice in rveply respecting the intended communicalion
with the Natrve Indians

Forr Towssi
WA
Si

I have been favoured with your letter of the 3ist May o il the
Resolution f 4 meetin o the principal inhabitants of St Johs md 1 fe reat
pleasure in observing the liberality with which they have come forward in the cause
of humanity and to the establishment of an intercours th the Native India f
this Island, and particularly their anxiou dicitude towards the female herself, wi
v the i ite abject of their I trust, however, that the measur I
have b 11 o be the me returning her fety to her trib
ind that e ceept 1\ Lous may the lor | hje f an inter

COUrse hich cannot fail to afford them many of the comforts a henefit |

the meeting, respectin the care of Mrs Cockb
in the event of their rf | f tl ta
int f the mea I« I it the I
ind local knowledge tely forese
I am. Sir
Your 1 t ob n t
(signed)  ( IN
Fran Forbes, Esq
Chief Justied
Report of Capl. Glascock
His MATEsTy P DRAKE
Jous's HARKO
Sir
I In leave to report my  proceedings relative to the e ! hicl
I have executed your Order of the 3rd ult. since 1 last communicated you

from Mortor Harl dated the rith Jun From that
onded with the Rev, Mr Leigh on the subject of the |
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124 Buchanw's Report

change in the features that imagination would fancy life not yet extinct. A neat
tent that was brought for the purpose was pitched in the area of one of the wigwams,
and the coffin covered with a brown cloth pall, was suspended six feet from the
ground i a manner to prevent its receiving injury from any animals; in her cossack
were placed all such articles as belonged to her that could not be contained in the
coffin, the presents for the Indians were also deposited within the tent as well as
the sledge on which they had been carried, and all properly sccured from the
weather
A footing was seen here and considered that of a ma
situated on the North-West side four or five miles from the North- Eastern extremity
of the pond by which Mr Peyton formerly entered and nearly opposite to where 1
found the natives.  Not doubting that ere long this place would be visited, and that
the steps that had been taken might make some favourable impression | resumed my
journey along the North-West side something more than forty six miles, and nearly
in a West direction, when our view hecame obstructed by the intersection of two
points from the opposite shores; here 1 halted at 2 1M, on the 14th and despatched
Mr Waller accompanied by Mr Peyton and a party to reach the extremity of the
pondd, if possible to do so and regain me by night.  In our way to this place several
places were observed where the natives had formerly resided and in one instance a
temporary wigwam, such as would have been erected by a person on a march, had
very lately been occupied, and 1 was induced to believe that in many spots were to
b seen the almost obliterated impression of rackets and moccasing, but so indistinet
as to make it extremely doubtful ; these led to the castward At nightfall the party
veturned having reached the extremity of the pond which extended about five miles
further on in a west and west by North direction, and terminated by a river fifty
vards wide which continued in the ne course as the pond ; a wigwam was observed
near its termination where still remained the apparatus for killing deer and preserying
the venison and skins which had been used late in the fall. It was remarked that
the Southern side of a ridge of elevated mountains on the opposite side to our fire
place. extending in a4 West North West direction, was clothed i snow whilst those
parts facing the North were bare, this indicated our near approach o the sea, bt
the scarcity of my provisions and still more some of the party being unwell, forbade
following my strong desire to ascertain this point, 1 therefore reluctantly yiclded to
the necessity of returming and with the rising Sun the following morning began to
retrace our steps. AU noon on the 16th we reached the head of the river Exploits
the omly one receving its water from the great Pond, though several disembogue into
it My intention had been to return by a chain of marshes connected with the Eastern
cod of the pond and Jeading to the rver halfway between its head and the first over-
fall; but mcreasing mdisposition of several of the party amongst whom was Mr Peyton,
1o and being left with only two days provisions rendered it expedient
i falling back on our deposits, we accordingly retreated  down the

viver and slept on the 17th at our former freplace opposite the Indians stor
e dhiscovered

these wigwams were

AmC i o

to Jose no i
where
v osecond raft similar to that boefore mentioned, which had  escaped
ot up from being covered with snow. A trap belonging to Mr Peyton
found here was with some arrows suspended o a pole, and a red flag left displayed
¢ This was done at several places, and an Union Jack was shown
it the tent that contwmed the coffin. - On the 18th after winding along the banks
el taking o the woods occasionally below the waterfall, we were enabled to cross
to the South side some distance beyond our deposit, for the river had opened where
it was formerdy pent. A party was despatched to bring down the provisions, whilst
the rest halted to take refreshments, and on their return we  again procecded, and
by the 1gth reached the store, where commenced  preparations for extending the
journey along the Badger Bay waters,  The following day Mr Stanly midshipman with
13 men including all those that were indisposed was directed 1o proceed  down to

tages. Mr Peyton's feet had got so much better that he made one
A my party on our new route which we began on the 21st, entered upon the Badger

ryation in

attract notice

the brig by casy
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138 Camping in the interior

hour before sunset a dry fiem spot of ground on which to make a fire and 19 sleep
under the thickest of the trees for shelter is pitched upon as near as possible to
water, and an ecasy supply of wood for fuel.  Care should be taken that the spot
wlected be not hollow underneath the moss that covers the ground, for in that case
the fire, which always consumes its own bed, may sink before the might so far below
the surface as to be useless, and expose a cavity amongst blocks of granite into
which the firchrands have fallen, and sufficient to swallow up any slumberer that
might chance to shde into it Arms and knapsacks are then pile
is cut and b

as much wood
wht 1o the spot as will serve to keep ap a good fire all night.  Tinder
s made by pulverizing a small piece of dry rotten wood and a little gunpowder
together hetween the hands, and agnited by a spark from the Tock of a pistol o
fowling piece, or by any other means ;. the smoke of the fire affords instant reliel
from the constant devounng enemy, the fhies. Boughs are broken from the surround
g sproce trees, two or three arms full to cach person, to sernve to hie and sleep on |
they are laid on the ground at the windwar! side of the fire to be free from the
smoke, tier upon tier, as feathers upon the pack of a bird, the thick or broken
on laced in hines towards the fire, and form a kind of mat three or four inches
in thickness, A dew light poles are then cut and stuck i the ground along the
windward side of the bed, inclined in an angle of about 45 over it towards the fire

on which to stretch a blanket to serve as a roofsoreen e the event of ram during
the might | the upper ends of the p rest on o a horizontal vidge pole, which
wspended at cach end by a forked stick or a post. The camp being now ready for
the general accommodation, wet clothes are taken off, and supper is prepared accord

gy Fhe Tabour of exploving and hunting is such that the clothes are alwavs wet
fromn  perspiration \ dorked stick stuck o the ground is used for roasting by
i some preces of rind of a birch or sprace tree serve for table cloth platter, and
torche Foomake a camp after a day's hard fatigue requires about an hour, and
the whale should be done before it is dark. Then and not till then is it proper to sit
down o rest After supper, each when disposed rolls himself up in his blanket and
reposes on s fragrant bed of boughs, placing the soles of the feet near the i

Phis precantion the Tndian strictly adheres to, as a preservation of health, the feet

bemg wet all day

Septemlor voth~From the first we had now and then crossed over marshes
wied open rocky spots i the forest. As we advanced  these latter became  more
frequent. The change of sylvan scenery as we passed friom one to another wa
enlivenn il iteresting, and afforded the luxury of a breeze that freed us from
the host of blood-thirsty

Farly o the day, the ground descending, we came unexpectedly to a rvivale
thont enty yvards widk wing vapidly over a rocky bed to the north-cast, which
e | L The bed and shelving banks are formed of granite, mica and transition
clay e ok Some of the latter inclined o serpentine, greenstone, red  sand
o fothe coul formation, sand, and beds of fine yellow clay Fhe water was i
ane parts brought into a very narrow compass by the rocks projecting from the
el Large barch and sprace tre verhung the ks, and rendered the scenery
| thounded with fine teout, some of which we canght Ihe <and wa
. marked with tracks of deer The roaring of a cataract of some magni
tude was heard an the northeast. Froom the positon and course of this stream
] ferved that ot was o branch of the rver which runs nto Clode Sound, iy
Bonavista Ba wed oy Todian supposed, from his recollections of the repeorts of
the ITndians coneerning Clode Sound River, that catoes could be brought up from
the sea const to near where we werc

lea th ulet, the wmd has a comsiderable rise for several il I he
featun f the wintey then assume an aie of expa wd mmportance different from
heretofor Ihe tne become Targer and stand apart © and we entered vpon spacion
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Syhester T'he series of clay slate rocks alternates everywhere with thick strata of
the « Jorite greenstone, which, owing to its greater durability, projects in outgoings
above these, and is therefore oftener scen ;. the clay, alum. and roof slates have iron

pyrites imbedded

Phroughout this great Eastern Division of the interior we did not see even the
signs of an alluvial soil. This proviace of savannas, although of no territorial value
at present, is destined to become a very important integral part of Newfoundland

Judging from their countless paths, and from the size and condition of the few
deer we met, it is already scemingly amply stocked with that kind of cattle of which
no part of North Fast America possesse vopeculiar a territory. . What  superficial
drainage and tilling might effect towards raising the green crops here remains to

be proved. Many of the savannas exhibit proofs of being once wooded ; and in
some places with a much larger growth of trees than that at present in their vicinity
Roots of large trees, with portions of the trunks attached, and lying near, an
sometimes seen occupying evidently the original savanna soil on which they grew

but are now partially, or wholly covered with savanna fires, originating with the

Indians, and from lightning, have in many parts destroyed the forest ; and it would
seem that a century or more must elapse in this climate before a forest of the same
magnitude of growth can be reproduced watarally on the savannas, It is erved
of peat’, that “burning, and the turning of the surface by agricultural implements
are the chicf means by which the vegetation of these soils is exchanged for more
profitable plants.  To these must be added the growth of larch, under which the
original covering is gradually extirpated and replaced by a green and grassy surface
applicable to the pasturage of cattle Larch, of all other trees, is that ta which
this climate and the savanna soil are most congenia I'he savannas are almost
invariably skirted with it, and it grows from the wettest swamp to the summits of

the highest hills where the fir cannot live I'he froit of the sarsaparilla, two Kinds,
Swelax votundipolia, and S, Sarsaparella were vipe and vegetating in the beginning
of October. Wild currants, gooscherries and  raspberries were  plentiful in many
places: the latter, as in all other parts of North America, only where the woods
have been recently burnt. The berries here are much superior to the berries of the
same species near the sea coast. They appear to grow for little unmediate purpose
as the quantity which the bears, foxes, and the birds fatten upon is comparatively
inconsiderable to that peoduced. The different varicties of whortleberry are very
distinetly marked ; some of them grow to a size and perfection that would render
them esteemed rather than a fine fruit in any country

Fogs are not frequent in the interior.  There was not a foggy day until the
fourth of October, which came with a southerly wind.  There was no frost to hurt
vegetation materially until the third of October, and that unaccompanied with snow
But the frost of that night changed one-halt of the vegetation of the savannas from
a hght ve

getable green to a yellow colour.  Our attention was arrested twice by ob
serving the tracks of a man on the savannas.  After a scrapulous and sunute ex
amination, we concluded that one of them was that of a Mickmack or mountaineer
Indian, who had been hunting here in the preceding year, and from the point of the
foot being steep that he was going, laden with furs, to the Bay of Despair. The
other track was on the shores of Gower Lake, of an Indun who had passed by this
season apparently from the Bay of Despair towards Gander Bay.  We saw no traces
however of the Red Indians.  The print of a foot remains distinct on the soft surface
of the savannas for years or longer Any track of course differing from those of the
deer, in their usual undisturbed walks, is detected by the eyve at one

October 7th. The nights and mormings were now frosty . and  the vegetable

Kingdom had put on its autumnal colovring of various tints,  The waters as well a

By D MeCullock i his valiable paper “On e n the / / /
Nuw poand 4, 1820
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the air were becoming more chilly every day. A favourable change of wind did not
now bring the accustomed mildness of temperature

We have been occupied since the eleventh September in travelling the savanna
country
A hilly ridge in the westward, lying northerly and southerly, which had been
in view several days, and about the centre of the Island, on our near approach bore
an aspect different from any we had yot seen, appearing of a bright brown colour along
the summit — bristly and castellated. ” The vocks for some miles to the castward were
often of vanious colours, and impregnated with iron, and the shores of the lakes pre
semed romarkable coloured stones, resembling pieces of burnt clay and broken pottery
On arriving on it this ridge proved to be a serpentine deposit, ncluding a variety of
rocks, all lying i ncarly vertical strata alternating.  The conspicuous points were the
la ular blocks of quartz rock, lymg on out goings of the same, ranged along the
it This rock was very ponderous, owing to much disscminated iron pyrites,
the oxidation of which. externally, gave it the brown colour.  The fresh fracture
exhibited a metallic reddish grey.  The mineralogical appearances here were altogether
so singular that | resolved to stop a day or two to examine them, Al the highest
parts of the ridge were formed of this metalline rock, and were extremely sterile
The other rocks were, noble serpentine - varying in colour from black green to a
vellow, and from translucent to semi-transparent, i strata nearly a yard wide —steatite,
or soap stone, serde antigne, dialloge, and various other magnesian roc ks Sterile red
carthy patches, entirely destitute of vegetation, were here and there on and adjacent
s the rvidge, and on these lay heaps of loose fragments of asbestos. rock wood, rock
cork, rock leather, rock horm, rock bone, and stones light in the hand, resembling burnt
clay—Cum maudtis alits, the whole having the appearance of heaps of rubbish from
pottery, but evidently detached from adjoining strata and veins 1 could not divest
myselt from the fecling that we were i the vicinity of a quiescent volcan

Phe beachis of many of the lakes of the neighbourhood, as already noticed, are
Formed of disintegrated fragments of those rocks At one lake in particular, which |
i consequence denominated Serpentine Lake, the beauty and interesting appearance
of s of the beaches, composed entirely of rolled fragments of those rocks of every
kind and colour, the red, yellow, and green prevailing, may be fancied better than
deseribed. A part of the castern shore s firmed of @ hard greenish gray rock, in
Targe oo Mlags, inderted straight grooves, which, when struck as we tread upon them,
emtted somnd like pieces of metal'. Serpentine Lake is comparatively small, being
about two miles and a halt in Jength by one in breadth. 1t is known to the Mickmack
Incian by the Indin name for i, or Stone Pipe Lake, from their procuring here verd
antigque, and other magnesian rocks, ot of which they carve or chisel tobacco-pipes,
much prized by them This people then, like the ancients of the old world, are not
unacquamted with the incombustibl ature of the mage minerals

In the wisnds the margin of Serpentine Lake we foand an old birch rind canoe
of the Mickmack Indians, the same as those used by those people at the sea coast,
1t had been broaght up from the Bay of Despair ot the south coast of the Island, by
them of the Cod Koy River, which runs through this and intervening lakes.  From
the circumstance of finding this canoe here, we mferred that the portages between
serpentine Lake and the sea coast were not very extensive or difficult Here then s
a route of the Tndinns by which the centre of the Island may be approached with the
came canoe, and close by are the sources of rivers that flow o the north coast There
was an iwhabited beaver's house at the south end of, Serpentine Lake, and we shot three
of the family that occupied it for food.  There were several herds of deer around. The
white headed eagle was also an mhabitant of this part.

This interesting ridge and district, which forms the centre nearly of Newfoundland,
1 designated in honour of an excellent friend and distinguished promoter of science and
etterprise — Professor Jameson, of Edinburgh - Jameson's Mountains.  Judging trom the
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Newfoundland of the present day navigate the lakes and rivers of the interior. 71
are easily carded, owing to their lightness, across the portages from one water to
another, and when damaged easily repaired. There were innumerable granite rocks in
the lake a little below and above the surface ; on one of these our canoe struck and
rubbed a hole through the half decayed skin, and was attended with some risk to our
persons and guns,  His wigwam was situated in the centre of a wooded islet at which
we arrived before sunset, The approach from the landing place was by a mossy
carpeted avenue, formed by the trees having been out down in that direction for fire
wod.  The sight of a fire. not of our own kindling, of which we were to partake
seemed hospitality, 1t was occupied by his wife, seated on a deer <kin, busy sew
together skins of the same kind to renew the outside of the canoe we had just foun
which required . A large Newfoundland dog, her only companion in her husband's
absence, had welcomed us at the landing-place with signs of the greatest joy,  Sylvan
happiness reigned here,  His wigwam was of a semiciecular form, covered with birch
rind and dried deer skins, the fire on the fore grovnd outside.  Abundance and neat
ness pervaded the encampment.  On horizontal poles over the fire, hung quantities of
venison stiakes, being smoked dry. The hostess was cheerful, and a supper, the best
the chase could furmish, was soom et be us on shects of birch rind,  They told
me to “make their camp my own. and use everything in it as such”  Kindness so
clegantly tendered by these people of nature in their wolitude, commenced to soften
those feelings which had heen fortified against receiving any comfort except that of
my own administering. The excellence of the venison, and of the flesh of young
beavers, could not be surpassed. A cake of hard deer's fat with scraps of suet,
toasted  brown, intermixed, was caten with the meat ; soup was the drink.  Our
hostess after supper sang several Indian songs at my request. They were plaintive,
and sung in a b key. The song of a female and her contentiment in this remote
and secluded spot, exhibited the strange diversity there is in human nature, My
Indian entertained them incessantly until nearly daylight with stories about what he
had seen in St John's. Our toils were for the time forgotten.  The mountaineer had
occupied this camp for about two weeks, deer being very plentiful all around the lake
His larder, which was a kind of shed, erected on the rocky shore for the sake of a
free circulation of air, was in reality a well-stocked butcher's stall, containing parts of
some half-dozen fat deer, also the carcasses f musk rats, and of
martens, all methodically Jaid ont. His property consisted guns and ammu-
mtion, an axe, some good culinary atensils of ron and ting blankets, an apartment
of dried deer skins to sleep on and with which to cover his wigwam — the latter with
the hair off; a collection of skins to sell at the sea coast, consisting of those of
beaver, otter, marten, musk rat, and deer, the last dried and the hair off; also a
stock of drcd venison in bundles,  Animal flesh of every kind, in steaks, without
salt, smokedrie m the fin forty-cight hours, becomes  nearly as light and
portable as cork, and will keep sound for vears, It thus forms a good  substitute
tor bread, and by be 1l qualities,

Ihe Red Indians’ country, or the waters which they frequented, we were told by
the mountameer, lay six or seven miles to the north of us, but at this scason of the
vear these people were likely to be farther to the northward at the Great Lake of
the Red Indians ; also, that about two weeks hefore there was a party of Mickmack
hunting at the next large lake to the westward, about two days walk from us, and
that the deer were very plentiful to the westward.  He also described the nature of
the country, and made drawings upon sheets of birch-rind of the lakes, rivers, moun
tains, and woods that lay in the best route to St George's Harbour.  He kept a register,
ascertaining when Christmas Day would arvive ;. having ascertained at St George's
Bay the number of days intervening, he cut a notch on a stick every morning to the
number of that holiday,  He had missed a day and now rectified the mistake.  This
lake, called Meelpegh, d Lake, by the Indians, 1 also named in honour of
Professor Jameson, 1t is nine or ten miles i length, by from one to three in breadth,
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joined by a strait to another lake nearly as large, lying south east, called Burnt Bay
Lake, and is one of the chain of lakes connected by the East By River of the Bay
rpentine Lake which forms a part

of Despair, already noticed as ruaning through
of the great route of the Indians

October 1 qth. - We left the veteran mountaineer (James John by name) much
ploased with our having fallen in with him.  He landed us from his canoe on the
south shore of the lake, and we took our departure for the westward, along the south
side. Truly could this man proclaim

“Pm monarch of all 1 survey,

My right there is none to dispute ;
From the centre all round to the s
I am Jord of the fowl and the brute

October 15tk —There is a considerable quantity of fir woods on the borders of
Jameson's Lake, We fell in with a summer as well as . winter beavers’ house, both
of them inhabited, evidently by the same family, this being the time when they are
changing their abodes. We found none of them however at home.  The houses were
about half.a-mile apart, the summer one on the e of an artificial dam, and the
winter one in the middle of a swall pond, surrounded with birch trees on the acclivity
of a Wil The first snow fell this atternoon with a gentle wind from the north-north-
cast, and o thick as o compel us to shelter and encamp in a wood that happene
fortunately to be pear. 1t contimued to snow <o heavy that at midnight our fire was
extinguished and firewood buried: bt the silent uniform fall and pressure of the
snow over our sereen, and the blankets in which we were wrapped, kept us warm

"

October A0tk In the moming three feet of snow covered the ound in the
woods, and on the open ground it was decper. Our provisions were exhau sted, nor
conld we get the

h the snow to look for game Weakened and  miserable, we
looked anxionsly for a change of wind and thaw,  The trees were loaded with now,
At vioht a thaw came, but with it a southerly wind that brought both the snow and
many of the largest trees to the ground together. There being no frost in the grou, ,
the roots of the trees v not sufficiently bound in the carth to stand under the
extraondinary pressure of snow and wind. Our fire was buried again and again by
the snow from the trees, and as we were as Ikely to be killed while ﬂ.unlmk up as
Iying down, by the tiees that « ed and shook the gronnd around us all night, we
lay stll wrapped in our blankets amidst the danger, and providentially escaped unhurt,
Fhe birch had attawmed a pretty Jarge size in this sheltered spot, under the lie of a
Wl which | called Mount Misery.  In the forest, while the storm rages above, it is
calm at the foat of the trees

October We were still stormestayed, and could only view the weeek of the
forest close to us. Our situation was truly miserable | but the snow was fast melting
away, bofelt alarmed at the winter setting in thus early, for the consequences ere
we could reach the sea coast

October 18k The snow having shrunk a foot at least, we left our wretched
encampment, and after a most Taborons walk of six or eight miles through snow,
thickets, and swollen brooks, and passing many deer, seraping holes i the snow
with their hoofs to reach the lichens undermeath, without howe being able to get
within shot of them, we not only reached the lake to the westward, but to ow
wreat joy also discovered, in consequence of mecting with some of their marten traps,
the encampment of the Tndians of whom we had been told by the mountaineer. My
dress, once gray, now bleached white, was seen by some of the Indians as we
emerged from a sprace thicket, a great distance off. The party were encamped in
one large wigwam, or kindd of hut. We entered with little ceremony, my  Indian
Kissing them all male and female  None of them conld speak Eng Jish, and only
one of them a litthe French, A deer skin was spread for me to it on, at the:
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152 Red Indian country

averaging five to each family, and five or six single men.  They all follow the same
maode of life —hunti in the interior, from the middle of summer tll the beginning
of winter i the sin families, or in two or three families together.  They go from
lake to lake, hunting all over the country, a ¢ they proceed to the
the borders, and the men proceed on foot ap every rivalet

wnd one  bef

next.  They paddle alor
brook, and nll, beavers being their primary obyject of search, otters, martens, musk

rats, and every living thing ;. secondly, when the lakes are connected by rivers, or
when the portages between them are short, they proceed in or carry their ~anoes
with them | otherwise they leave these, and bedid others on arriving at their destin ition
I'he hunting  season, which is the mooaths of September and October, being over
they repair to the sea coast with their furs, and barter them for ammunition, ¢l thing
tea, rum, &, and then most of them retire to spend the winter at or near the mouths
of the large rivers, where eels are to be procured through the ice by spearing,

endeavouring at the same time to gain access to the winter paths of the deer. A
great division of the intenor of Newtoundland s exclusively possessed and  hunted
over by Red Indians, ar considered as their territory by the others.  In former
times, when the several ws were upon an equality in respect of weapons, the
Red Indians were considered invincible, and frequently waged war upon the rest
until the latter got firc-arms put into their hands by Europeans.  The Red Indians

are even feared vet, and deseribed as very large athletic men.  They occupy the
Great or Red Indian Lake, and many other lakes in the northern part of the Island
as well as the great River Exploits. Along the banks of this river, and at the
Great Lake, they are said to have extensive fences or pounds, by which they ensnare
deer, and thus procure regularly in every fall a supply of venison for winter provisions,
Fwor of the Indians here had several times fallen i with the Red Indians, and on
one occasion obtaimed  possession of their camp, 0 which they assert they found
some European blankets and other articles of clothing, which it is presumed they
must have pilfered. They also stated that the Red Indians use the same kind of
kin canoes in the wtenor as they themselves do, and that they paint themselves
o
s of a similar deseription i the imterior of the Island.  The tribes, exclusive
of the Redd Indians have no chief in Newfoundland, but th

dEover The ancient Britons pamted thenr bodies blue at the period they w

» are several individaals

at St George's Bay to whom they all pay a deferonce. The Mickmacks, although
most wm born o this Island, consider Cape Breton, where the chiefs reside, as
their (uarter Pheir several toibes mtermarry. These peaple might be rendered
uset ame of the leaders were noticed by the British Government.  Had this been

ear e it might have saved that tarnish on humanity, the butchery of the interesting
the Red Indians, by Englishmen.  The communicating tribes consume ther

I British manufactures, and mainly contribute to the support of the fur trade
Idand.  The French have their principal confidence and affection. The most

wtant subject to the Indians at present, connected with His Majesty's Government
relates to beaver-hanting.  They are anxious that King Geo as they call
His Majesty, should make a law to prevent the hunting of beavers in the spring
CaAsOn Ihey acknowledge the practice of hunting them  then, and also that the

trov them altogether, the animals are then with young. Bt

f their own accord, being by nature hunters.  They state that

practice will soon
they cannot desist
v comsiderable traffic has been carnied on in venison between some of the Indians at
White Bear Bay and the French at the Island of St Peter's.  In one instance a
mgle Indian had been known to convey over forty carcasses at once, and sell them
for twenty shillings each. The capabilities of some of the Indians in hunting seem

dmost meredible 1o those who have not sec

their powers tried Some  single
Inddians will run down a stag  when the stag is fat, he is sometimes worth such an
ued to exhaustion. The
hunter will commence the chase carly o the day, and by following it up without
intermission, will before night make the stag his prey without firing a shot. The

wdduous pursuit, and it is then only he is Bable 1o e fatg
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238 Shanazwdithil s drawings

It is quite evident from the above agreement that Mister Silvester
had been showing the *White feather”™ and must have contemplated
abandoning Cormack to his fate in the far interior, and that in order
to retain his services it was necessary to offer him all these extra induce
ments

Shanawdithit's drawings

Fhese  drawings were obtained  from  Shanawdithit by My W, E
Cormack, during the winter of 1829, while sae resided with him in his

house at St John's,  They represent scenes in the closing history of the
unfortunate tribe. together with certain articles of food, utensils, imple
ments &c., in use by her people.  The drawings are ten in number, five

of which represent scenes enacted on or near the Exploits River and
Red Indian Lake between the years (810 and 1823 The other three are
houses, implements of the chase,

delineations of wigwams, store and smq

wical

culinary utensils, various kinds of  preserved  animal tood, mythol
emblems (?) &e.

\lthough rude and truly Indian in character, they nevertheless display
an extraordinary minuteness

no small amount of artistic skill, and there
of topographical detail in those having reference to the Exploits River and
adjacent country Fhese latter bear a striking  resemblance to - Micmac
sketches of a similar character, such as 1 have frequently seen and made
use of, when accompanied by Micmac canoemen on the Geological Survey

of the Island.  There is one notable omission in either, ie, the entire
absence of anything like a regular scale \s a rule, rivers and lakes are
greatly exaggerated, and particalar features, which may in nature be situated
widely apart, are frequently crowded into a very small space: the reverse

being just as frequently the case,

I'he bearings are wlerably correct, but it is in the outline of lakes
shores, position and number of islands, bends and tarns of rivers, junctions
of tributary streams, situation of falls and rapids, in relation to each other
that the minutia is apparent.  For example, one of these sketches repre
sents about one hundred miles of the Exploits River including part of Red
Indian Lake, the whole of which is contained on one sheet of foolscap,
If the scale were to be judged of by the width of the river or lake, it
could not be less than six inches to a mile; nevertheless, every fall, rapid
and tributary or other remarkable feature is Lid down, all of which 1 have
no difficulty in recognising from my own exploration and survey of 1875

I might here add, that in all these drawings, the Indians and every
thing that pertains to them, are invariably marked in red lead, while the
whitemen, the delincation of the lakes and rivers &c., are drawn with
black lead pencil.  Copious notes in Cormack’s handwriting are scattered
all over the sketches, so that there is no difficulty in following out their

meaning

In deseribing the first five drawings which e more or less of an
historical character, | shall take them according 1w their dates. No,
refers o Capt. Buchan's expedition in 1811, w0 Red Indian Lake and is
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Sketch No. 1 239

very accurately depicted.  To will be found to agree, in most particulars,
with Capt. B's published narrative, but there is some additional information
contained in the former, which it was impossible to obtain except from the
Indians themselves

Skotehh No. 1

This sketch represents about half of Red Indian Like, including the
NE. arm, where the principal encampment of the Indians was sitvated
It also takes in a portion of the River Exploits, helow the lake, and is
on a very large scale,  Some miles down the river and on its north side,
a horse-shoe shaped figure, represents the depot of presents lefi there hy
Capt. Buchan. One red mark indicates the single Indian who remained

with him when he revisited this cache F'wo doted lines extend along
the river from this point to the lake. indicating the route back and forth
pursued by the party \bhout halfway to the lake, another red mark shows

where one of the two Indians who accompanied Buchan, partly down the
river, deserted his party and fled back to the lake.  On the lake itselt, the
dotted lines continue up around the point which forms the outlet of the
main river, and into the NE. arm, where the encampment was situated,
A tile of black and red figares on this line, represents the party accom
panied by six Indians, returning for the presents, after the interview with
the tribe Just at the outlet from the lake, a note says, “two of the four
Indians returned from  Captain Buchan here Further up the arm the
whitemen are seen doubling around on the lake, preparatory to surprising
the wigwams, some of these figures seem to have guns on their shoulders
others have none,  On the south side immediately opposite this circle of
whitemen are scen three wigwams, and notes attached o each inform us that
the westernmost was Shanawdithit's ( Nancy) father's dwelling, the central
one that of Mary March's (Demasduit’s) father, while the most casterly,
and apparently the largest of the three was Naney's uncles.  In front of
the encampment on the dce are four red, and two black figures standing
close together, and a note states, this represents the Killing of the marines,
Almost opposite, on the north shore four triangular red marks point out
Mary March's cemetery, while a little further up the arm, on the same side
is a small black crele with a stick stuck up i the centre, and a black
knob on its top, and a leter B oalongside \ note on another part of this
sketeh refers to this as the place where the head of one of the marines was left

Extending across the arm obliquely from the encampment, towards the
north shore, is a line of red Agures, some twenty-two in number  repre

senting the Indians retreating after Killing  the  marines A dotted  line
along the north shore shows their route up the lake to a point wher
stand two more wigwams,  Here we are told they halted for two hours

on the first night of their retreat, until they were joined by five men, four
women, three bhoys and four girls, who occupied the two wigwams.  They
then continued on, travelling all night, and reacned a point inside an island
(now Buchan’s Island) before daylight. Here they remained a day and a

These aie 1 presume the furriers, who would not accompany Buchan utless allowed 10 take
the i " win omen only carned e arm

S S o andan
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half, awaiting Shanawdithit's uncle, whom it appears was the individual who
remained with Buchan's party, and who after his escape joined them here’,

I'hey then continued their journcy along the lake, reaching a point
about halfway up by the next night, where they encamped.  Early next
morning they crossed the lake on the ice to a point on the South side,
I'he whole body of Indians marked in red are represented crossing in
single file,  The number of figures now reaches forty according to the
drawing.  Not being further disturbed, the whole party now go into camp
here for the remainder of the winter.  There are five wigwams shown at
this point, and some distance further up, on another point, a single wigwam,
with a note stating that a small party encamped here removed to join the
main body. In the rear of this winter camp is a second small circle
similar to that at B, and marked A, A line connects this with an
enlarged circle in another part of the sketch, also marked A, Tt is
simply to represent on a larger scale what this first circle meant.  Its
diameter is about two inches, and the circumference shows a double circle,
A straight line rising from the exact centre represents a pole surmounted
by a very good figure of a human head.  This is explained in a note as
follows : * Marines aead stuck on a pole, around which the Indians danced
and sang two hours in the woods at A, they having carried the head with
them : the other marines head they left at B, and on their return there in
the spring ? they danced and sang round it in like manner.”  One other
note only remains which states that Capt. Buchan had 32 men with him
two of whom were killed

hanawdithit gave an exact census of her tribe at that time to
Cormack, as follows: *In the principal encampment, that which  Capt.
Buchan  surprised, there were in one wigwam, or  mamateck, 4 men,
5 women and 6 children.  In the second mamateek, there were g men,
2 women and o children, and in the third mamateek, there were 3 men,
5 women and 7 children; in the whole g2 persons

In the sceond encampment there were 13 persons, and in the third 17,

making in all 72 persons.”  (Noad.)
Nt No, 11
I'his sketeh s labelled I'he taking of Mary March on the North
side of the lake \od in o ancther place IFwo  different scenes and
times, It depicts, on a large seale, the North East Arm oof Red Indian
Lake,  On the south side is again seen Buchan's party, marching in single

file towards the outdowing river, with the accompanying Indians in red.
Also the tour Indians approaching to kill the two marines,  The thre
wigwams are shown in the same place as on the former sketch, but in
addition there are 37 red rokes alongside the wigwams, which | presume
represent the number of inhabitants they contained at the time,  There

are also two red figures standing on the bank, a short distance away,

! He preser " owiy from Buchan's party after the discovery of the marines” hodies
A redd half boop near | elerred 1o as “ Trousers thrown away during his flight towill I
vemetabiered tliat Buchan's me e hima panr of swan-skin trousers which 1 presime be found
an encumbrance 1o 1 wed and so discanded them
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The River FExploits 241

with a dotted red line leading from them across to the north side, the
meaning of which is not quite clear.  Dotted black lines up and down the
lake refer o the various courses taken both by the Indians and Buchan's
people, but there are no figures on these

On the north side of the Arm, stand three wigwams, two in red and
one in black pencil.  The latter no doubt represents the wigwam covered
with Peyton’s boat's sail.  Two semicircular red lines start from the wigwams
running back into the woods, and after a considerable sweep, coming out
ain on the lake shore, On one of those lines 13 red figures are seen
running away and five on the other \ third red line extends out on the
lake upon which four figures are shown.  In front of the wigwams on the
e are grouped hall o dozen black, with one red figure in their midst
Standing near this group is a single red figure apparently of a large man

as it in the act of haranguing the group. while a littde to one side is
another red figure lving prone on the ice It is almost needless o say,
this represents the furriers taking Mary March, her hushand coming back
to the rescue, and his dead body, after being shot lying on the ic \
short distance to the castward of the wigwams, a party of whitemen ar
seen hidden away in a recess near the mouth of a small brook, and
amongst them is one red figure Fhis is Peyton’s party taking observa
tions of the wigwams ete. from their |v1.|rn of concealment  previous
making a descent upon the Indians, the red figure would indicate that
they returned here with Mary March after the capture

I'he only other thing to be noted on this drawing is a red line
extending along the shore of the lake westward, o a point beyond the
wigwams where a group of red figures are seen on the shore evidently
where the Indians halted to watch proceedings.  This same red line con-
tinues on to another point wh

stand two wigwams, apparently the same
two which stood there nine years previous when Buchan paid his visit

Ml that is shown on this latter drawing relative to the capture of
Mary March, corresponds exactly with the story as related to me by
Mr Peyton himself, and so clearly are the topographical details laid down
that 1 had no difficulty in recognising the different points, on my last
visit to Red Indian Lake a few vears ago.

Ihis is the drawing which so accurately depicts the River | xploits
and the greater part of Red Indian Lake. It refers particularly to Buchan's
expedition up the lake in 1820 with the body of poor Mary March, as
the following note testities,

Capt. Buchan carries up the body of Mary March in Jan. 1820
I'he Indins were that winter all encamped on the banks of the River
Exploits, at A, and when they observed Capt. B, and party pass up the
river on the ice, they went down to the seacoast near the mouth of the
river, and remained a month; after that they returned up and saw the
footprints of Capt. B's party, made on their return from the river @ they
then went by a circuitous route to the lake, and 1o the spot where Mary

K




242 Red Ind ’
\ar W eft: v \ )
! th 1 f
! ( l ! i ) }
0 I I
| ol I
| \
| J i ( f
I v
i | wa
( | ! \
he i | \ I !
: | t |
|
\ O
i ) of A
0 | t
I
] M




ik
e e @ e




The last encaiipment of the Red Indians 243

the NE. Arm. No doubt this was intended to guard against a second
surprise from either direction. A red line leads from this across to the
north side, and into the woods, while another red line trends along the
south side of the lake, up o the point where they wintered after retreating
from Buchan in 1811, It apparently was the route followed in coming back
to their old home

On a point near the mouth of Victoria River, which flows into the
lake on the south side, about four miles from the outlet, there is a small
red dot marked with the letter B, with a note attached, recording the
pathetic circumstance that, ** Here Mary March's child died two days after
its mother's abduction

Ihere is another red line extending along the North side of the lake,
but this is situated inland, and not apparently on the frozen surface. It
is probably the route followed in returning o the NE. Arm after the ice
became unfit to travel upon.  One very interesting new feature on  this
shetch is a black dotted line, on the same side reaching a long way
up the lake w a cove which would scem o represent the mouth of
Shanawdithit  Brook, only five miles from its extreme head. At four
different places along this route short lines branch off 1w the shore, and
at cach point the square camp with the flag and letter C, would elearly
indicate, that Buchan, after disposing of Mary March's body, and not
seeing anything of the Indians, made an extensive scarch of the lake
shores, but as we know without suceess.  He then returned to the NE,
Arm and entering the country at its head, made a long detour in around
Hodges Hill ete.  Part of this route is shown as usual in black dotted
lines.  This drawing demonstrates clearly how very observant these Indians
were, nothing seems to have escaped their notice,  No doubt, after Buchan
returned to his ship they visited the sites of every one of his camping
places 1o search for any odds or ends he may have left there, other
wise, 1 do not see how  Shanawdithit could have so accurately  laid
them down

Stk No. 11

Fhis sketeh represents a portion of the Exploits  River with the
waters of  Badger Brook and the country lying between the mouth of
the Badger, Badger Bay and Seal Bay, portions of both the latter being
shown, It is all drawn in black lead pencil, inked in because | presume
as no whitemen figured in this one, there was no occasion to make a
distinction by the use of black and red lines,

It depicts in the most faithful and striking manner the last sad scen
in their history, at least as known to Shanawdithit and has copious notes
by Cormack written all over it It contains beyond all question the last
authentic information of the miserable remnant of the ill-fated Beothucks,
we can ever now hope to obtain,

Numerous ponds and lakes belonging to the Badger watershed  are
shown and which scem to form an almost continuous chain, stretchin
from the Exploits to the seashore, these appear to be connected by short
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died previous to her leaving.  Thus ends the historical sketch of the last
stage of their existence, so far as was known to Shanawdithit

Sketch |

This is but a small drawing and represents one of those bratal murders
50 frequently recorded.  The scene is laid somewhere on the Exploits River,
apparently in the vicinity of Rushy Brook.  On an island on the south side
of the river, marked A, a red circle with a confused red mark is shown,
and a note referring to this says *Accompanied by 2 others old Mr .,
Kills an Indian woman at A 14 or 15 years ago, on the Exploits River.
A black lead pencil line along the river's course indicates the direction
by which the furriers approached the wigwam and surrounded it.  Three
red lines radiate from the wigwam, one across the river to an island
opposite. on which a group of red figures are seen, another runs up along
the course of the main river, and the third ciecles around  through the
woods coming out again on the river above,  Where these two last meet
a group of wn or twelve red figures are collected on the bank, no doubt
to show where the fugitives from the wigwam met again after being so
ruthlessly disturbed.  Another note on this sheet is as follows * Showing
that the murder of them was going on in 1816,

Sheteh 11,

I'his is but a small drawing representi
are wigwams (mamateeks). One s ol la

three figures, two of which
size and s labelled Winter
wigwam. It is of octagonal shape at the base, and appears 1o have an
upright wall or fence of sticks driven into the ground all around, of about
two feet in height. Inside this a circular mound of carth was thrown up.
probably for warmth, though some authorities assert it was for protection
from an enemics missiles,  Rising from  the top of this carth wall is the
ustal conical \'LIIIH! roof ol poles mecting top, or the apex of the
cone,  Only the internal structure of the wigwam is shown, the outer
covering of birch bark being omitted. Two hoops, also of octagonal form,
and about u|u.|l distances apart are shown, against which the rafters rest,
or to which they are fastened.  The upper part of the conical roof was,
as usual left uncovered o allow for the escape of the smoke from the
fire in the centre,

I'he second wigwam is much smaller and does not show the vertical
wall at the base, 1t appears to rise directly from the ground as do the
Micmac wigwams, and was most probably merely o temporary  structure,
It is Labelled  Summer wigwam ™ and only shows the internal structure as
in the first instance I'he third figure represents an oblong  structure
consisting of upright sticks, forming the walls on all sides, with a gabled
roof similar to the tisherman's tilt or store-house. It is labelled .Nn.\nklu:
or drying House for venison, and seems o have some sort of lattice work
shelves or benches inside, presumably upon which to lay the meat

Six small figures are shown in the fo

round which are not casy to
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256 Origin of the Beothucks

Nors \ table of the chief affinities between the Beothuck and
other Algonkin languages or dialects, has been published by the present
writer in the proceedings of the Philological Society for 1850

I'he late Sir Wm Dawson was of opinion that the Beothucks were
of Tinné stock, a branch of the great Chippewan family, but neither Latham
nor Gatschet acquiesce in this view

Prof. Albert S. Gatschet of the Ethnol
who has certainly given a deeper study to this subject than any other
authority 1 know of, and who has taken infinite pains in comparing the
Beothuck vocabulary with many of the dialects of the neighbouring Indian
tribes of the mainland, is decidedly of opinion that the language possesses
no real affinity with any of these, that it is a mistake o suppose they
were Algonkins, or yet Cl
to indicate their origin from cither of those great families, that in fact they

ical Bureau of Washington

rewans Ihere is nothing in their language

were *Sui generis,” a people of themselves, apart and distinet from all others
we know anything of

I'he Rev. John Campbell, LD another distinguished  Philologist, is
most  pronounced in his opinion that the  Beothucks were undoubtedly
\lgonkins, and that Latham was right in so concluding.  This gentleman
makes a comparison between some thirty or forty Beothuck words and a

similar number of Malay-Polynesian and deduces therefrom the probability
that the ancestral Beothuck stock was located in Celebes, and he ing
they belonged 1o the same tribe as the New England Pawtuckets and
Pequods, and adds that * their vocabulary agrees best with those of the
New Englind tribes

From such a diversity of opinions held by such eminent Scientists it is
impossible to form any definite conclusion as to the origin of the Beothucks,
vet there can be hittle doubt that they must have originally come from
the mainland of America, and everything seems to point to the narrow
Strait of Bell
fuct that they were alwayvs on triendly terms with the Labrador Indians

rines

Isle as the most probable course of their migration I'he

ms strong presumptive evidence that it is i this direction we should
wk for their nearest Kin I'his s further borne out by a statement
o Shanawdithit o Mr Peyton, recorded in one of his notes, viz, that
the traditions of her people represented their descent from the Labrador
Indians,  The further fact that they were at such deadly enmity with the
Micmacs, would preclude the idea that they were in any way closely allied
to that tribe by ties ot kindred

I'here are several raditions of the remnant of the tribe having again
crossed  over o the  Labrador shore, and  having  either died oumt or
become absorbed by some of the resident tribes cither the Nascopic or
Mountaineers, but none of these traditions are well anthenticated.  John
Stevens, o Canadian Indian, one of those employed by Cormack, told
Mr Peyton that the last signs of the Red Indians were scen near Quirpon,
on the extreme N Coast of this Island about 1838 (). Bonnveastle, in his
History of Newponndland (1832) relates that while cruising in the Gulf of
St Lawrence with the Governor General of Canada, in the summer of
1831, that they found “the Indians, a sort of hall bred Lsquimaux,





































268 Traditions about encounters with Beothucks

from the other side, run out on his dam and dexterously spear a fish and
make off with it.  He never fired at them, and they were perfectly aware
of his friendly disposition, and in turn never molested him further than
to take an occasional fish, as above stated. He would leave a fish on his
splitting table for them then watch from his tilt to see them come and take
it away. He also stated that they would go where he had his nets hung
up to dry and pick the sea-weed out of them

Another man named Facey or Tracy lived in Loo Bay salmon fishing,
and had a boy with him.  Once when the boy was out in a boat shooting sea
birds, and while rowing along shore, he was shot in the throat with an
arrow, by some Indians concealed in the bush.  The boy siezed his gun
(an old flint lock), and raised it to fire at the place where the arrow
came from, but as he raised it to his shoulder the profuse bleeding from
his wound fell into the pan of the gun, damping the powder so that it
would not ignite.  He then rowed back in all haste and informed his
master of what had occurred,  ** Never mind,” said Facey(?), *1'll settle that!
Forthwith he loaded up all his guns, and at daylight next morning set off
in his boat to hunt up the Indians.  As he pulled along shore he observed
a path leading into the woods, which he followed up, and soon came across
an Indian wigwam in which the inmates were still asleep. He raised
the deer-skin door and d i There were two occupants only still
sound asleep (my informant stated that the Indians were great sleepers).
Facey () called out to them twice hefore they hecame aronsed, and as soon
s they jumped up, he fired first at one, then seizing a second gun fired
at the other.  He would never admit that he killed them, only stating that
he gave them a fright

I was once informed that some fishermen or furriers in some part ol
Notre Dame Bay, having been subjected 1o frequent depredations on the
part of the Indians, determined w kill them out.  The furriers went in
pursuit, and succeeded in surprising the Red men while still asleep in
their wigwam Ihey stole cautiously forward surrounded the wigwam and
then set it on fire, The wigwam or mamateck, being constructed of birch
bark, a most intlammable material, was ablaze in a minute or two. The
unfortunate Indians rushed trom the blazing structure and tried to escape,
but they were shot down as they emerged, and not a single individual escaped
alive,

On June 13th 1809, one Michael Turpin, an Trishman, was killed and
scalped (head cut oft)(7) at a place called Sandy Cove on Fogo Island,
near Tilton Harbour.  He with others, men and women, were engaged
planting their gardens, some distance from the settdement, when the Indians
made a descent upon them, all tled and escaped except Turpin who was shot
down with arrows.  One of the women was the first to give the alarm. The
settlers rallied and went i pursuit, but the Indians had made good their
retreat, having first cut oft Turpin's head which they carried off with them

Fishermen relate that on several occasions the Indians were seen in
their canoes coming from the Funk Islands' where they had been in search

- le Ousen ol I waps, were the principal habitat and last resting
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of eggs and sea birds, This invariably took place during foggy weather,
and it was only when they suddenly appeared out of the foyg, in the vicinity
of the fishing boats that they were seen. On such occasions, as soon as
they described the fishing boats, they immediately swerved o one side and
made off at great speed. It is certain that they did visit these distant islets
(over forty miles from the main island), as some of their paddles and other
belongings were found on these island rocks, Tt is thought probable some
of them had been wrecked there during one of their visits,

A very intelligent native of Old Perlican in Trinity Bay named Jabez
Tilley, gave me the following tradition, which he often heard the old people

relate when he was a youth

Several of the then oldest inhabitants remembered the  depredations
committed by the Indians as late as 1775 They came at night and stole
the sails and other articles from a boat on the collar’, as well as all the gear
they could lay hands upon.  Tilley's informant, a Mrs Warren, with others
were up all night splitting fish in a stage close by, but they did not hear the
Indians approach.  Next day a party was organized and being fully armed set
out in pursuit.  They saw the smoke of the Indians camp near Lower Lance
Cove, and laying concealed all night, they surprised the Indians, while still
asleep, at daylight next morning, when they shot seven of them, but the rest
escaped.  One huge savage, after being shot twice, rose up again and
discharged an arrow at them, but he was immediately shot through the heart
He is said to have been nearly seven feet tall

I'he fishermen now loaded their boats with the stolen articles and also
everything belonging to the Indians they could carry away.  Being desirous
ve at Perlican, but having no room in their boat for
the bady, they tied a rope around his neck and tried to tow him along
A strong N E. breeze having sprung up, they were obliged o cut the corpse
adritt, and make all speed back

I'he poor Indian’s body drove ashore awt Lance Cove Head where it
lay festering in the sun till the autumnal gales and heavy seas dislodged it
In the meantime, all through the summer many visited the place to inspect
the body.

Another tradition was current to the effect that on one occasion 400
Indians were surprised and driven out on a point of land near Hant's
Harbour, known as Bloody Point, and all were destroyed,

Filley related other stories he had  heard which are altogether oo
revolting to give in detail here

I W Jukes, MLAL F.GS, FCPS, who conducted a Geological
Survey in Newfoundland in 1839 4o, and afterwards wrote a book of his
travels, entitled,  Zveursions in Newfoundland, relates that his  Micmac
guide, one Sulian, had a wadition that about the beginning of the 17th
Century, a wreat battle took place between the Micmacs and the Red
Indians at the head of Grand Pond (Lake), but as the former were then

of exhibiting the huge sav:

' Place where the tishernw moored their hoat
What seems to bear out this story, is the fact that on the maps of wday and in close
proximity 10 Lance Cove is a headland called Salvage (e Savage) Point




arn W v
Pey W | | t {1l
Mi Sha ! | l ! I
| d t Ay kX f { 1t
Sout y | He ac
B A I
t | N Lal
1 o )
| y
tra | | me
er La S | | nd
} | t th !
| | | | d
|t
Jul \ |
Red | f l 1 |
L 1 \ them
took \ 1 It | |
mother at Sha | \ |
\ ( | | n
| ]
| S 1
| H ! | L
v I (
I New Ba t il about
1 Il | I |
( |
I \
1
t I t
ver { t | ISCON
|
1 | | |
| y draw
1 ) ol |
! ! | wit
' |
L |
' W {
w und






272 Iarious Traditions
-
bank and entered the woods, and not returning again, his companions, after
a long delay, believing something must have happened to him, went in
search, he was nowhere o be found.  They soon came across footprints in
the snow, apparently made by Indians, and then unmistakable signs of a
struggle. It was very evident to them that their unfortunate  companion
had been seized by the Red men and forcibly carried off.  In vain they
searched all around but the Indians had a good start of them and had
gone away into the interior with their captive.  Nothing more was heard
of the missing man till a year or more had clapsed.  One day some
fishermen including some of the same party, were rowing alony shore in
the vicinity, when they were suddenly surprised by seeing a man rush out
of the woods jump into the water and make towards them, at the same
time making signals and calling some of them by name
“ Although dressed in deerskin, and besmeared with red ochre, like all
the Indians they nevertheless recognized their long lost friend, and rowed
towards him.  In the meantime, just as he gained the boat a number of
Indians appeared on the beach, wildly gesticulating and discharged a flight
of arrows at the party.  One, a woman, holding aloft an infant, waded out to
her waist in the water, and entreating the fugitive by voice and gesture
to come back, but sceing it was of no avail, and that the boat into
which he had clambered, was moving away from the shore she drew from
her girdle a lar knife, and deliberately cut the infant in two parts, one
of which she tung with all her might towards the retreating boat, the
other, she pressed o her bosom, in an agony of gricf
I'he fisherman now told his story, which was to the effect that upon
climbing over the bank, and entering the woods he was suddenly pounced
upon bound and gagged before he could make any outery, by the Indians

4
who were concealed in a hollow close by, They then made a precipitate
retreat, carrying him with them, away into the interior. For a long while

they kept a close watch upon him never leaving him for a4 moment un-
guarded,  One of the Indian women who took a particular fancy to him,
presumably because he was a red headed man, was given him 1o wife in
Indian fashion, and in course of time a child was born o them,  The trilx
wandered about the interior from place to place, and  believing now that
they
relaxed their vigilanee.  On again approaching  the scacoast and  seeing
some of his old friends and associates, his natural desire to regain his
liberty and return to his fellow whites, overcame all other considerations,
He made a dash for the boat and as we have seen was fortunate enough
to escape the arrows and rejoin his friends

A man named Carey or Kierly, whose descendants are sull living at
Herring Neck, was one of those who accompanied Peyton to Red  Indian
Lake, at the time Mary March was captured.  He frequently related the
story of her capture, and told how the husband of Mary seized old Mr Peyton
by the throat and would have made short work of him, had not some
one stabbed the Indian in the back with a bayonet.  This was probably
the same Carey whom Cormack mentions as having killed the Indians in
New Bay, and boasted of it as a deed o be proud of.

their captive had become thoroughly reconciled to his surroundis
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luspector Grimes' stories

Inspector Grimes of the Newfoundland  Constabulary, a native of
Notre Dame Bay, heard many stories about the Indians in his younger
days. He said his father remembered secing the man June and confirms
the statement of June's taking charge of a fishing boat.  June was drowned
by the upsetting of his boat while entering Fogo Harbour

He relates how a party of fishermen were attacked in their boat by
the Indians and all killed except one man who managed to effect his
escape with an arrow sticking in his neck behind the car, in this plight
he reached his home with the boat.

He heard of two boys being killed on Twillingate Island, their heads
cut off and carried away,

One Richmond, a noted Indian killer, told many stories about them.
He said he once saw a dead Indian 7 feet wll. When questioned  as
to whether he shot the man, he would say no, he found him dead by
the side of a brook, and supposed that he had been drowned by falling
through the ice, and that the body had been carried down by the spring
freshets.  Everybody believed he shot the man, and it was common talk
that Richmond and another man, in a boat. were proceeding under  sail
along shore to overhaul their Oter traps, when peeping beneath the sail
he observed an Indian on the shore, in the act of adjusting an arrow to
fire at them, He sung out to his companion to shoot quickly,  The other
grabbed up his gun but it missed fire. where upon Richmond  seized his
own gun and killed the Indian dead on the spot

Richmond or Richards' was another of those furriers who was present
with the Peytons at the capture of Mary March in 1819, He was fond
of relating the following stories

Richmond used to say the Indians were nasty brutes and stunk horribly,
It has frequently been asserted by others also that they wok a delight in
befouling everything belonging to the fishermen especially anything in the
way of food, they came across, but | expect, if the truth were known,
this was merely used as a pretext for destroying them

Another man named Pollard was also reputed  as a great  Indian
slayer, and was one of those who openly boasted of his achievements in
that line,

An old man named Jones who was with Peyton at the capture of
Mary March stated that they found in one wigwam, Peyton’s watch broken
up and distributed about the wigwam, also in a Martin skin pouch some
silver coins which were in Mr Peyton's pockets at the time his boat was
stolen.  This man also atfirmed that the Indians had a kind of telegraphic
communication between the several wigwams, by means of salmon twine
stretched along from one to another.  This was raised above the ground,
and rested in the torks of sticks, stuck up at intervals, or on the branches of

Peyton say the man's name was Richards and was usually called Dick Richards,
I brate. He was one of my father's party at the capture of Mary March, He it
was who shot her hushand at that tme, and caused all the troabk

H.
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him she did not, or he would have got an awful crack on the head, most
likely he would have been stunned, and then the dogs would have finished
him off for certain.’ It was not long after this that the family removed
to Herring Neck

“Old Mr Reddick confirmed his daughter’s story, having often heard
his late wife speak of it, as she heard it from her mother, one of the
young women in guestion

I'he Rev. Philip Toccue, in his curious work, entitled Wandering
Thoughts, relates a conversation he had with an old man named Wiltshear,
a resident of Bonavista. 1t is i dialogue torm and is as follows :

* How long have you been living i this place ?

“About twenty hve years, previous to which 1 resided several years in
Green Bay', and once during that period barely escaped being transported,

*Under what circumstances ?

“In the year 1810, 1 was living to the northward,  Five of us were
returning one evening from fishing, when, on rounding a point, we came
close upon a canoe of Red Indians: there were four men and one woman
in the canoe.  Had we been disposed to have shot them we could have
done so, as we had a loaded gun in the boat I'he Indians however,
became alarmed, and pulled with all speed o the shore, when they imme
diately jumped out and ran into the woods, leaving the canoe on the
beach,  We were within wen yards of them when they landed. We took
the canoe 1o our possession, and carvied it home In the fall of the
year, when we went o St John's with the tirst boat load of dry hish,
thinking a canoc would be a curiosity, we ok it with

us in order to
present it o the Governor: but immediately it became known that we
had a canoe of the Red Indians, we were taken and lodged in prison
tor ten days, on a supposition that we had shot the Indians o whom it
belonged.  We protested our innocence, and stated the whole atfair to the
authorities ; at last the canoe was examined, no shot holes were found in
any part of it, and there being no evidence against us we were set at
liberty.

“Did you ever see any of the encampments of the Red Indians?

“Yes, frequently ;T have scen twelve wigwams in the neighborhood
of Cat Harbour. A\ planter living there built a new boat, for which he
had made a fine new suit ol sals.  One

night the Indians came and
carricd away every sal,  The

planter and his men, mmediately it was
discovered, set out in pursuit of the Indians,  After travelling  nearly
a day, they espied them on a distant hill, shaking their cossacks at them
in defiance, which were made out ot the boats sails, and daubed with
red ochre. Secing that further pursuit was fruitless they returned home,
Ihe next day, however, the planter raised a party ol twenty five of us.
We lnuuulul overland o a place where we Kknew was an encampment ;
when we arrived, we tound twelve wigwams, but all deserted.  Previous

to our leaving by land, two men were despatched inoa skitt, in order to

' Uhis s the isherman's name for the whole of Notre

Dame Bay
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the way, and was reared up by the Micmacs of that locality. In his
younger days there lived in the same neighborhood an old Indian woman
named  Mitchel, whose parents were Mountagnais  from  Labrador.  Joe
often listened 1o this old |unl_\' n'|.llil1g stories of the Red  ludians, one
of which was as follows.

“When quite a small girl she with her father, mother and a young
brother, were hunting in the vicinity of Red Indian  Lake.  Having
secured a good deal of tur they were proceeding down the lake in their
canoe, preparatory to starting for the sea coast, when just at dusk one
evening they observed the light of a fire through the woods, near the
side of the lake.  Supposing it o be some of their Micmac friends who
were camped there they landed, and went in o investigate.  They found
a wigwam which proved not to be that of a Micmae but of a Red Indian
family.  Nothing  daunted Old - Mitchel went  forward, raised  the skin
covering the doorway and looked in, being followed by the other members
of his family.  They beheld an old Red Indian man and woman with
a young man and a livtde girl scated around the fire. At first the inmates
seemed to be struck dumb with fear at this unexpected intrusion, and stared
at the new comers in mute astonishment.  Mitchel however, succeeded in
allaying their fears after a little while, and secing their miserable halt starved
plight, for they had roasting on sticks hefore the tire for their supper, three
miserable Jays only, which was evidently all their stock of provisions, he
made signs o them to come with him o his canoe and  that he would
give them venison.  They understood him, and the boy and girl wem
out with him.  He gave cach a picee of venison, which the lide girl in
delight wrapped in her cloak and ran back 1o the wigwam, while Mitchel
and wite brought up a kewde full of boiled meat and placed it over the
fire to warm, and when it was ready they served it around o all hands on

pieces of birch bark I'he poor Beothucks expressed their gratitude as
best they could tor all this Kindness, and invited Mitchel and his family,
by signs to share their wigwam tor the night.  The two licde girls, who

were nr.n'l) about the same age, and o youny to recognise any ditterence
between them, soon became fast fricnds.  Mrs Mitchel remembered what
childish glee she felt at mecting a companion so far in the interior, and
after so many weary months of toil and lonesomeness, and how she played
with her new found triend. They could only communicate with cach other
by signs, as neither understond a word of the others Linguage.  They all
scated themselves around the tire, and learnt trom the Beothucks that on
account of deer being so scarce and their fear o hunt much in the open,
they had been reduced o great straights for food,  Next morning at
daylight the young Red Indian youth ascended a tree which they used
for a lookout, and seeing some deer swimming across the lake, he jumped
down, scized his bow and arrows, and without 4 moments hesitation, pushed
off the Mountaineers canoe, Jumped  aboard and paddled away  after the
deer, She deseribed him as an active athletic lad who handled the paddle
with such strength and desterity that he actually made the canoe tly
through the water.  He soon returned with a dead deer in tow.  Mitchel
stayed several days with them, and being well supplied with guns and
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282 Information obtained from Mr Thomas Peyton

a hand to hand encounter. He was a very strong powerful man, and as
he lay dead on the ice they measured him and found he was considerably
over six feet in height,

I have had much communication with Mr Thomas Peyton, D.S. of
Twillingate, son of John Peyton the captor of Mary March,  Mr Peyton, jr.,
is one of the very few now remaining who knows anything of the Indians,
and his information is all second hand, having been derived chiefly from
his father and mother, and from old servants or employees of the family
In reply to various inquiries Wddressed to him from time to time by myself,
I cull the following items.

Mr Thomas Peyton says, 1 never heard of any boy or girl being
lost in Notre Dame Bay, except one boy named Rousell of New Bay
He was in the habit of going into the country by himself to look after
his father's traps, and on one of these occasions he did not return.
On a search being made his gun was found leaning against a tree near
the country path, but the lad himself was never heard of afterwards, It
is believed that the Indians either killed him or carried him off.  Peyton

killed by the Indians, that
was Thomas Rousell, about the year 1787, 1 was mformed by Henry
Rousell, residing in Hall's Bay, that the first five men who attempted to
make a settlement in that Bay were all Killed by the Indians(?). A crew
came up from Twillingate shortly afterwards anc

says, | never heard of but one man bein

found their bodies with the
heads cut off and stuck on poles.  One of the latter men was a Capt. Hall
after whom the Bay was named

Henry Rousell's Grandfather was a servant with Squire Childs and
purchased the rights of that merchant to the salmon fishing in the brooks
of Hall's Bay for the sum of £go about

1 never heard of a white settlement being attacked by the Indians,
nor of any white person being carried off, ror did 1 ever hear of the
Indians scalping any body I have only seca a part of a Red Indian
Rushy Pond.  The birch
bark was very neatly sewn together with roots. | had several descriptions
of their canoes wiven me, the best by Joe, Joe, Miemac, Long Joe as we
called him.  He found one by the side of the river near Badger Brook
|

canoe on an Island in the Exploits River near

once, and launching it tin, and pushed off from the shore, but said Joe,
h develish crank, me get ashore again as quickly as possible .
Pevton says Nancy's sister died at Charles’s Broc Nancy and her
mother then paddled up to Lower Sandy Pomt, where she told the men
in charge of the salmon station her sister had gone winum,” asleep,
deac I'he men then went down and buricd the body Her mother died
a few days later at Sandy Point Nance sewed the body up in a blanket
and it was buried there he was then sent down to Exploits Island to

Mr Peyton's house

Pevton often heard his mother and old Mrs Jure speak of Cormack.
They described him as a long legged, wiry, but cccentric individual.  He
could eat almost mything I'he Rev, John Chapman, C.E. Missionary,
then residing in Twillingate, was married to Cormack’s sister

Mary March, when captured gave expression to the decpest griefl at
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and reappearing with the woman and child, as related by John Gill of
Exploits, nor does he believe the story,  Having lived so many years in
many ol the people who had
Red men, he thinks if there were
any truth in this story he could scarcely fail w have heard of it.  He
once heard from a clergyman of the body of an Indian being picked up
in the landwash ncar Phipp's Head in that Bay, who was supposed to
b been shot, but adds, atter carcful enquiry found there
in the story.

One s

the Bay of Exploits and mixing with so
seen and had something to do with the

was no truth

Jacky Jones, whose proper name was Sne lgrove, was a servant
of his father's, and was with him at the capure of Mary March. He
often travelled with this man and obtained much information from him
He refers to the story told by Joe Young, and believes there may e
some truth in it He was well acquainted with both Jack Mitchell, Micmac
and his wile He often heard old Jack tall
he called Red Indian

He tells a story of his own

ome: sort-of gibbarish which

grandlather having once \llll)ll\(«l SO

Indians in their wigwam, at Sandy Point, Birchy and, when they all ran
away.  One woman having forgotten her child in her haste, ran back for it
Just as she was coming forth from the wigwam with the child, his grand
father arrived at the entrance e I 1o stop her, but she pulled off
her moccasin, and struck him such a in the face with it as to nearly
blind him, thereby making good her

He never heard of the White woman seen by Capt. Buchan at Red

Indian Lake It is very strange that none of those who were with Buchan
s b oam aware ever mentioned this
remarkable that Peyton’s tather never referred o it Yet
that a man of Capt. Buchan
observaton could have made a

at the tume, nor any one else O far
fact, stll mo
I cannot

intelligence and powers of

1y mistike

Rev, Silas 1. Rand's story

I'he Rev. Silas Tertivs Rand of Hamsport, N.S.,

was a ;;vnl]un.m
who had much intercourse with the Micma

Indians of that Province, and
won of their language several
At my request in 1887, he furnished me with the following
“Ancedote of the Red Indians of Newloundland

He said the story was related 1o him by one Nancy Jeddore (Micmac)

of Hantsport, N5, who received v trom her father Joseph Nowlan who
died about fifteen years previous, at the

who published a grammar and years ago

mterestng

wlvanced
years., Mr Rand says I have seen and
a time, but 1 did not know then that he
in Newloundl

ol mnety  hive
conversed  with him - many
had spent a good many years
; the Esquimaux, as his daughter informs
me was the case. Had | been aware ol these facts, I might have gathered
1 doubt not, many teresting facts respecting the people whom he had
seen and of whom he had heard s Naney's statements agree with what

wnd, and also

< at he would be fully 33 years of
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her. Of one of the young men she ceased to be afraid.  She went back
with them to their camp. but still for several days refused all nourishment,
but she clung to the young fellow who had first won her confidence,
keeping as far as possible from all the rest, standing or crouching behind
him, and keeping him between hersell and the others.  After a few days,
however, she became pacificd, and after remaining with them two years,
she had learned to speak their language, and became the wife of that
one of her captors to whom she had first become reconciled,  Then she
recounted her history.

* Joseph Nowlan, my informant’s father, saw her many a time, and
conversed with her on these subjects, but these details are lost.  One
summer when on the Island, Nowlan boarded with the family. The
woman became the mother of a number of children

“Such is the story referred to by Mr Gatschet. 1 can only regret that
I had not known something of these matters during the lite of Me Nowlan:
How much interesting information 1 might have obtained

Sitas T, Raxn,
Hantsrokr, NS,

May 21, 1887

A friend of mine in New Bronswick (Mr Edward Jack) at my request
intorviewed a very old Melicite Indian of that Province named Gabriel,
or Gabe, as to what he knew of the Newfoundland Indians,  Gabe had
often heard of them from the older people of his tribe, who used to
visit this island periodically in quest of fur. It was however so long
F since these excursions ok place, and Gabe's memory was now so
defective, he could remember but litde of what he had learned from his
forbears.

The only thing learnt from this old Melicite which was at all of an
interesting  character is the following story,

“On one of these annual expeditions, three young hunters of  his
tribe, came across a Red  Indian  wigwam  (mamateck) and ook its
occupants unawares.  The latter rushed forth in great haste and betook
themselves to the woods as was their custom when suddenly  disturbed,
No doubt the poor creatures had been so harassed by both whites and
others, that they expected no merey at the hands of “cither, but on this
occasion, at least, according to Gabe, they were allowed o make their
escape without molestation

“In the hurry of their precipitate tlight the Red men left behind a
little baby boy rolled up in furs, in a corner of the wigwam, which the
Melicites discovered on scarching the interior.  Being inclined for amuse-
ment, they took some charcoal trom the tire and mixing it with grease,
they smeared the poor litde infant all over ull he was as black as any
nigger,  They then determined o watch and see what the effect would be
when the Beothucks returned, so hiding  themselves in the thick forest
close by, they awaited patiently a long time. At length they saw the
Beothucks cautiously approach, with stealthy step, and peering about them
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in every direction, At length they became sufficiently emboldened to enter
the wigwam. On beholding the little black piccaninny, they fairly howled
with laughter, and apparently enjoyed the je immensely Upon this the
hunters  stealthily withdrew and did not further molest them, This was
about all that old Gabe could recollect, of the many stories he had heard
in his younger days
In the Koval/ Gazette of January 1862, an article .l'iyn’.ql‘ll‘ on the
\borigines of Newloundland,” signed W, Avalonis. It was of considerable
interest, and  ascertaining  that the author was Mr William  Sweetland,
Magistrate of Bonavista, from whom 1 have already quoted extensively

the gist of his remarks were copied and are here given

I'he author first refers to Buchan's expedition, as already fully set
forth, He says he was personally acquainted with Capt. Buchan, and had
frequent conversations with him about the Red Indians.  He also says, in
referring to Shanawdithit “that when brought to St John's and  while
residing in the house of Mr Cormack he had frequent opportunities of con
versing with her, for Mr Cormack, during her residence with him, formed
a pretty extensive vocabulary of the langt

¢ of her people

“On one of these occasions, we learnt,” says he from her that the
marines left by Capt. Buchan, had in no way misconducted themselves
and that the Indians continued to treat them with kindness, until the return

of the chief, who had deserted Buchan's party that day.  On his return to
the wigwams he called his brethren together, and proposed to put the
marines to death immediately, but this the others would not consent to do,
ind opposed it for a

my time most strenuously, nevertheless, the chief
eventually gained his point by having persuaded them of the necessity of
doing so. The poor fellows were thrust forth from the huts, and from the
direction in which their remains were discovered by Buchan and his party
on their return o the pond, they were apparently intent upon returning to
the Exploits to seek their commander I'hey were shot down by arrows
from behind and beheaded

I'his confirms Licut. Buchan's surmise that their death was occasioned
by the return of the chief, possibly without presem I'his chief, who
dirceted their destruction, appears to have been of a sanguin iy tempera

ment with pecaliarly marked feature I'he act completed, the inhabitants
of the encampment fled with precipitation o the Indian town, where their
account of the strange visitors and subsequent destruction of two of their
number at the encampment caused great consternation, lest Lieut. Buchan
and his party should return and annihilate them with his thunder.  The
safe return of the Indian who had accompanicd Buchan to the depot,
and Licut. B's subsequent deposit of presents at the wigwams served,
in some measure, to reassure the tribe, and relieve them somewhat from their
fears of retaliation, but not sufficiently o do away with that suspicion
which they naturally felt, that Buchan only wanted the opportunity to fall
upon and annihilate the whole tribe, or at least we may infer as much
from their darting arrows through the stor
it, as related by Licut. Buchan

In questioning Shanawdithit as to the origin of her tribe she stated

e they ventured into
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that ‘the Voice' told them that they sprang or came from an arrow
stuck in the ground.” Then follows the long dissertation as to their
Tartar derivation from Ogus Khan &ec., already given in full

Mr Sweetland further adds, “that they were at one time on friendly
terms with the White fishermen and even assisted them in their opera-
tions, as attested by Whithourne, John Guy and others.  He remarks that
two splendid  opportunities were suffered to pass, by the traders residing
in Trinity and Bonavista Bays aforetimes, without taking advantage of
them, to bring on an inercourse with the Red Indians, by means of the
two Red Indian boys who fell into their possession, and who were reared
up and employed by the parties who captured them.  The one was named
Tom June and the other John August. The former appears to have in-
duced his patron to sit down and spend a day with his parents and his
brothers and sisters, who had pitched their tent near them, and dwelt
therein, at Gambo, during the whole of one winter.  The other, John
August, whose remains lic interred in the Churchyard at Trinity, usually
in the fall, during many years, took his canoe, went off up the bay,
and returned to his quarters at the end of a fortnight or three wecks;
the interval, it is supposed, he spent visiting his family in the interior,
but he does not appear to have committed the secret to anyone.”

Licutenant Chappell who  published a book in 1818, entited  7%e
Voyage of the Kosamond, also makes several references o the  Red
Indians.  He says “on meeting a Micmac Indian in Bay of St George,
he asked him if the savage, Red Indians, inhabiting the interior of the
country, also looked up to God, when with a sneer of the most ineffable
contempt, he replied. *No: no look up 10 Gaod killee all men dat dem
see, Red Indian no good.” Do you understand the talk of the Red
Indians? Oh no: dem talkee all same dog: Bow, wow, wow." This
last speech was pronounced  with peculiar degree of acrimony.

Chappell it was who, referring to the  Indian woman  captured by
Cull in 1804, observed it was said that this woman had been made
away with on account of the value of the presents, which amounted to
an hundred pounds.  Mr Cormack told MacGregor, author of - British
America, in 1827, that if Cull could catch the author of that book within
reach of his long duck gun, he would be as dead as any of the Red
Indians that Cull had often shot.”

Description of a Beothuck Scpulchie on an istand in the
Bay of Exploits

During the summer of 1886 while engaged surveying the Bay  of
Exploits, the author paid a visit to a burial place of the Beothucks on an
uninhabited island called Swan Ishand, a few miles south of Exploits Harbour,
to examine a place of sepulchre 1 had often heard of. Tt is sitwated on the
S, side of the Island, just inside two island rocks, and is so hidden from
view that one would never detect it unless shown the place.  On this occasion
1 had procured a guide who knew its location well, having previously entirely
failed to find it on my own account,
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It is approached by a little cove which leads up to the base of a jagged
broken cliff, rising almost vertically from the water to a height of some hity
or more feet.  On either side there are fissures or ravines reaching inland,
occupied by dense bushes and some fairly large trees, which grow right down
to the water’s edge effectually concealing any appearance of a cave, from view,
On the right hand side the cliff ends very abruptly, and the trees grow so
close 1o its edge that it was necessary to almost squecze onesell between the
cliff and the nearest tree to get aceess to the rear. A slight elevation is then
seen forming a sloping floor reaching up behind and beneath the cliff which
here overhangs considerably.  In fact it is in reality a great fissure in the
back of the cliff. It slopes down so far that the upper overhanging part
projects fully 15 or 20 feet, and forms a Kind of canopy which atfords complete
shelter from the elements

I'he floor of this semi-cavern was a mass of loose fragments of rock,
fallen from the clitf above, mixed with sand and gravel.  On removing som
of this loose debris, fragments of human bones, birch bark and short pieces of
sticks were found all confusedly mixed together.  This may be accounted for
by the fact that the place had been frequently visited before and preuy
thoroughly ransacked.  Nevertheless our search was fairly well rewarded,
although the human bones were all too fragmentary and oo much decayed o
be worth preserving. A few ril bones and sections of vertebral columns only
were intact,  The fragments of birch bark were perfectly preserved.  Some
of those showed neat rows of stitching in single and double lines,  The small
sections of trees were cut to fit across the creviee immediately over the bodies,
and on these the birch bark must have been laid, the whole being then covered
or weighted down with loose rock and gravel, but all this had been disturbed
and pulled to pieces.  Some of the wood was so rudely hacked off at the ends
as to suggest that it had been cut with stone implements, while other pieces
were so cleanly cut as to leave no doubt steel axes had been used.  This
would seem to imply that burial had taken place here both before and after
the advent of the white man,

After a good deal of labour in removing the heavier picces of rock, and
digging into the more gravelly parts beneath, a few articles of interest were
found, such as carved bones, pieces of iron, broken glass bottles, tragments of
lobster claws and other shells, and some sections of clay pipe stems,  Two or
three sticks sharpened at the ends and partly charred by fire were evidently
used for roasting meat.  Some small and much dec nul fragments of bows
and arrows, all still retaining evidence of having been smeared with red ochre
were amongst the finds.  But by far the most interesting articles recovered
were the carved bones, and dises made of shells perforated in the middle
These with strings of wampum, consisting of segments of clay pipe stems alter
nating with others of the inner birch bark and small rings of sheet lead, were all
strung on deer skin thongs.  Far in at the back part of the creviee, resting on
a shelf of the rock, a good many carved bone ornaments were found, of a very
interesting character, some of these were made of ivory, probably Walrus” tusk,
but by far the greater number consisted of flat pieces of deer's leg bones

ally called clams

U Shells of the Mya truncata and Savicaia vugos
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They were of various shapes and sizes and all had curious designs carved
on ecither side, no two of which were exactly alike, and every piece had a
small hole drilled through one end.  Several pieces were between four and
five inches long, and all tapered towards the end in which the hole was
drilled

The wider end averaged about half an inch; some were cut square
across, others obliquely, and still others forked or swallow-tailed. A number
of other pieces were short and presented two, three and some four prongs;
two were cut in the shape of triangles, and several others in forms un-
describable.  The designs on these were very elaborate, but did not seem
to indicate anything beyond the whim or fancy of the designer. There
were also several combs and a variety of nondescript articles,

Perhaps the most interesting of all were a number of square blocks
of ivory, about one inch long by § wide and | in thickness, perfectly plain
on one side but elaborately carved on the other. A fine double marginal
line ran around near the edge on each of the four sides, inside of which
was a double row of triangular figures meeting at their apex on a central line,
extending across the face of the block.  The triangular figures on four of
the blocks were eight in number, four on either side, while on another block
there were six such at cach of the narrower ends, twelve in all.  In the
central space of this latter block there appears a large figure exactly re-
sembling the capital lewter H. A few other blocks were merely scored
with fine lines crossing each other at right angles.  Another set of some
what similar articles were of diamond shape of about two inches long,
carved also on one side only. me of these latter pieces have holes in
them, and one is led o the conclusion they were used for entirely different
purposes than any of the other ornaments.  They seem to suggest some
thing in the form of our dice, and were probably used for gaming.

Mr Gatschet in one of his papers read before the Archacological
Section of the University of Pennsylvania (May 1900), describes a Micmac
game called  Altesta-an-" consisting of a wooden tray, or “ Waltes” and
several small carved dises of bone, which latter were placed on the tray
and tossed into the air and as they fell on the ground or on a skin spread
out thereon, each counted according to the design on such as fell face
upwards. 1 have very lide doubt but that the Beothucks possessed a
somewhat similar game, of which the blocks above mentioned formed the
counters,  There was nothing corresponding to the wooden tray or Waltes
found, but Mr Gatschet states that a sheet of birch bark was frequently substi-
uted for this, so it is quite probable the Beothuck only used the latter, and did
not preserve it I the above supposition for the use of these articles be
correct, it would prove an interesting fact that two tribes so hostile to each
other should have anything in common It may point to more friendly
relations in former times, but of this we have nothing of a definite nature,

I'he few remaining articles discovered here are clearly indicative of a
more recent origin, they consist of fragments of iron pots, nails and clay
pipe stems evidently French, for one piece is stamped with a fleur de lis
and a lion Rampant, Arms of Francis | of France (?). A few chips of chert
were found but no arrow heads or spears of any kind,  Had such been
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here at any time they were probably all picked up by those persons who
had preceded me in the search. The only other articles to be noted

were
fragments of broken bottles, and of shell fish

such as mussels, Mytilus edulus
salt and fresh water clams, especially Mya arenaria, the scollop, Pecten
islandicus, and some broken lobster claws.  There
descript articles several tecth of animals
walrus, with two or three

were among other non
some apparently of the seal and

pigs’ tusks. Most of these had hole
them like the other ornaments,

ron pyrites

5 bored in
these with fragments or lumps of radiated
used as fire stones, made up the remainder of the find

\ visit was paid to another island further in the Bay, on which a few
articles only were obtained. The cliff here had fallen and the burial place

was covered with tons of large fragments of rocks which would take

several
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davs to remove, and in any case the overhanging cliffs were too dangerou
to work under. In the short time spent here we only succeeded in finding
some pieces of birch bark, a few

much decayed fragments of human bones

one very perfect forked bone ornament and the battered spout of a copper tea

kettle

I might add here that numerous carved
deseribed have been found from time
sides of the island. The shape or pattern of all these varies but litde,
yet there are scarcely any two designs exactly alike Invariably they show

the trace of red ochre, especially in the interstices of the designs carved upon
them,

bones similar to those above

to time in other burial places on all
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Reconstructed Red Indian Grave, efc.

Reconstructed Red Indian Grave, Haugman's Island, Placontia Bay.

Transverse section

Kow sketch of Hangman's Island (¥ is the grazve)
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Description of burying places in Placentia Bay 203
g -

Mr R. S. Dahl, M.E., has furnished me with the following particulars

of Indian burying places visited by him in Placentia Bay and information
received from Benjamin Warren who first found these places

Red Indian grave on Hangm s Island, one of the group of Ragged
Islands in that Pay. Particulars

I'he grave was covered with a Birch Bark shield (see fig., p. 291) m e

of strips of bark neatly sewn together and laid upon sticks, eighteen in all
I'hese were supported by one long central pole, lengthwise which was 4 inches

in diameter and 10 feet long.  The cross sticks were 2} inches in diameter
and 7 feet long.  These were placed about 4 inches apart, and the strips
of bark covering 10 and 12 inches wide were sewn onto them I'he long
central lengthwise pole was placed underncath and s pported t covering
I'his covering or pall was held in place by being weighted down with small
rocks and grave il

I'he cave i the remains were found is described thus: The
roof overhunyg the 0 as to completely protect it from the weather
It was about 25 feet from high water mark and about 10 feet above it
I saw a piece of the bark which the seam overlapped about 1 inch,
ind the stick holes were exceedingly regular about §7 apart double row
about § \ number of winkles neatly cut and holed and the absence ol

weapons indicated a woman's grave
On another island called Tilt Island of the same group Mr Dahl

examined a place called Indian Hole where several fragments ol human
remains and some stone implements were found.  He enumerated the article
found here and on Hangmar Island as follows
Indian Hole, Tilt Island
1 rib bo 1 arrow he
ul 3 small beads
1 patella large flat beads on stick
1 bone (7) feather
1 metatarsal bo Birch rind with stitched hole
1 cee ol a ore tick

On Hangman's Island

Birch rind with stitched h and a number of small bones of doubtful
Found by Mr Warren on  Hangmar Island 24 bone charms(?)
bone or such hard substances approximately ketel

c
|
|
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Sketch Plan of Indian lHole, et

w Hole, Tilt Island, Ragged Islands,

Sketch plan
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Portrait of Shanawdithit 205

In the Annals of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, for
1856, there is a coloured frontispiece representing SHANAWDITHIT or NANCY,
and said to be a facsimile of an original painting’. The following inter
esting article explains the portrait and gives the source from whence it
was obtained.

“Our frontispiece is the portrait of a woman who is believed to have
been the last survivor of the Beothicks, the aboriginal people of Newfound-
land. That ancient race was, unhappily, suffered to die out, without any
attempt, beyond good intentions on the part of Europeans, for their con-
version to the Christian faith,

“ An interesting account of Shanawdithit is given by Bishop Englis
of Nova Scotia, who visited the Island of Newfoundland in 1827 and in
the course of his visitation reached, on July 2nd, the River and Bay of
Exploits, on the North East shore of the Island.  The ship in which
the Bishop sailed went up the river for twenty five miles, and landed in
a spot which the Bishop describes

“The weather was fine, but as hot as I have ever felt it; while the
ship was being provided with wood, we went in the boats about thirteen
miles up the river to a rapid where we landed, and walked about two
miles to a splendid waterfall.  The land is good, finely wooded with large
timber, and the scenery is rich and picturesque.  Mr Peyton, who was
with us, has twelve fishing stations for salmon along thirty miles of the
river; and the abundance of seal, deer, wild fowl and game of every
deseription is surprising.  But our interest in all we saw was greatly in-
creased by knowing that this was the retreat of the Beothick or red, or
wild Indians, until the last four or five years,

“We were on several of their stations, and saw many of their traces
These stations were admirably chosen on points of land where they were
concealed by the forest, but had long views up and down the river, to
guard against surprise.  When Cabot first landed he took away three of
this unhappy tribe and from that day to the present they have had reason
to lament the discovery of their asland by Europeans.  Not the least
advancement has been made towards  their civilization.  They are sull
clothed in skins if any remnant of the race be left, and bows and arrows
are their only weapons,  English and French, and Micmacs and  Moun
tineers, and  Labrador Esquimaux, shoot at the Beothick as they shoot
at deer.  The several atempts that have been made under the sanction
of the Government to promote an intercourse with this race have been
most unfortunate, though some of them had every prospect of success,  An
institution  has been founded in the present year (1827) to renew  these
praiseworthy attempts, the expenses of which must be borne by benevolent
individuals ; and while 1 am writing, Mr Cormack 1s engaged in a scarch
for the remnant of the race: but as it is known that they were reduced
to the greatest distress by being driven from the shores and rivers, where
alone they could procure sufficient food, and none have been scen for
several years, it is feared by some that a young woman who was brought

' Probably & copy of the picture or portrait referred w0 by W. E. Cormack,
Jomnyasthe
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298 Opinions of eminent scientists

peoples of the Old World, with whom it was surmised, by some writers,
they might be allied is one that has received much atention at the hands
of several eminent Philologists on both sides of the Atlantic.

Prof. Andrew Wilson, LL.D., F.RG.S, of the University of Toronto,

speaking generally of the origin of the North American  Indian, says,
I “ Language which is considered the only satisfactory evidence of affiliation J
b of the different races of man has been appealed to in vain,  Of the five

hundred or more North American languages spoken by the  aboriginal
tribes of this continent, all have undergone the minutest study and classi
1 fication by the most eminent Philologists and have afforded nothing that
could establish any definite line of deseent If this be true of the conti
nental tribes, it is still more applicable in regard 10 those insular peoples
such as the inhabitants of Newtoundland.

v In England Prof. Robb Gordon Latham, in the Zransactions of the
Anthropological Socicty of Great Britoin weats largely on the subject of
the Beothuck language.  The late Sir W Dawson, Principal of MeGill
University, Montreal, and the Rev. Dr Patterson also studied the Tanguage.
{ The latter gave the result of his investigations in the publications of the
{ Roval Society of Canada, with remarks upon the linguage by the Rey
John Campbell, LLD, Prof. Albert S, Gatschet of the Ethnological
Bureau, Washington, 1S, made a most exhaustive study and analysis of
1 the Beothuck vocabularies in our possession.  He read three papers on
this subject, before the American  Philosophical Society, in June 1885,
May 18586 and Januvary 1800

While the conclusions arrived at by these eminent scientists do not
by any means solve the problem of the origin of the Beothucks, never-
theless they are all of so interesting a character that this history would he
incomplete withont their inclusion

Me W, E. Cormack, who took such an active part in the endeavour
to bring about a friendly understanding with the aborigines, and who was
a wentleman of superior attainments, being a graduate of the University
of  Edinburgh, conceived the idea that the Beothuck  language  pointed
rather to an European than an American origin and several other early
writers were of the same opinion,  The publication of the Teclandic Sagas
no doubt gave rise 1o the supposition that possibly the Beothucks might
be a remnamt of the Norse Colonists, whom we are told formed a settle
ment on this side of the Atlantic in the toth century, but a comparison
of Beothuck with the Norse language failed o establish the  slightest
similarity between them, Capt. David Buchan was another who seemed
o hold “the same view, for he savs in his concluding remarks, 1 had
persons with me that could speak Norwegian and most of the dialects
known to the North of Furope, but they could in no wise understand
them,

Other writers on the subject thought they might possibly have derived
their origin from the early Basque fishermen, who chidmed o have fished
on the Banks and shores of Newtoundland  prior o the advent of the
Cabots. No doubt what gave rise 1o this supposition was the statement
made on the supposed Cabor Map, that the inhabitants called the Codfish
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OF the two term booheeshawt means what arnung, cl
boobasha war odrat woper term for |

Smoke and npoicd t resse th ime word in many Indian
languages ; here, the one for p baasothnut v derivative of
basdic smoke

Uhe muskito, shema bogosthuc escribed as a black fly(?)

Whadicheme in Kin wab /

Beothik as name for wma India d Red Indian is probably more
correct than the commonly used Beothul

Botomet onthermayet pr | t v whole ntence

I'he term  for keoosoc) kaasook is probably identical with
keathut Aead

Ecshamut appears in the nan for D, wnd  January:; significa
tion unknow:

/ ic p f the Beothuk

Fhe most important result 1o be derived  from  researches on  the
Beothul peopd nd  lan | t 1 t dution of the problem
whether they formed a ra | ¢ ) poke a lanvuage inde
pendent of any other, or a wially  and guistical linked to other
nation o trilx

Our means for studying their racial characteristic e very scanty
No accurate measurement f | re on hand, a few skulls
only are left as tangil re ts of wlily « nee (described by
George Rusk £ pogr3). Tl PP 1 ind manne lodg
ind  canoc em ot { | r P fr the Aleond
and Eskimos around them, | \ ) p ¢ anvthin I'hu
we have to rely ug T done 1 @ it their origin or
carliest condition

\  comparisc wit tl | r Lare /1 languagye
commonly dled  Lskimo 1 ( to me no term resting on real
athinity I'he Greenlan ta 3, vaseck wree in the
suthix only

R. G. Latham has adduce paralle Beothuk with Tinne
dialects, especially with Ta 0 the Rocky Mountains,  But
he do not admit such rare paralle proot hinity ind m historic
times at least, the DBeothuk Lt tar fro the Lrie held by
Linne b to render any co i cast ty i
traceable between Beothuk and  Troquo o nor does the phonology
of the two yield any it wints of ¢ juality I'ribes of the Troqu
stock once held the shores of the St wrence river down to the environs
of Quebee, perhaps further o the nor t and lived at no great
distance trom Newfoundland

All that is left for to do to compare tae sun \igonkin dialects
with the remnants of 1 Beothuk spe \monyg these, the Micmac of

Nova Scotia and parts of the adjoining mainland, the Abnaki of New

Brunswick and Maine, the Naskipi of | wor will we than others
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Con /'//.//,/.j remarks 343

of that sudden change from surprise and dismay to acts of familiarity, she
never uttered a word, nor did she recover from the terror, our udden
ind unexpected visit had thrown them into It was a pity Buchan did
wot think o terrogating this woman botl French and English, for even
though she may have been Kidnapped when quite a chil he would proba
have recognized her own tongue, which ever it may have been, did sl
i on wa i » think he should have ma in effort o bri the
poor creature back to civilisation.  Probably he might have done so were
the Indians there on his return to the Lake
I conceive Buchan made a vreat taking th him many
of the fu rs a e Wl moreove them o go armed It
is only natural o suppose  that the el these  blood-thirsty
enemics of their tribe amo t ol oul wura onclude  al
the rest were of the same stamp, and actuated with the same desire for
their  destruction, her their caution and the fatal termination of the
expedition
wit I uently learnt  fron wwdithit that the killing of
WO MArINes  Wias o0 med misunderstanding  on  the
the | " tded by their fear AL went well with the tw
whe ted themselve v oal it manner, t the return
of the India ed  fro Buchan down the river 'l indivi
rey I that a kwge party were in | ready 1 rch up and de
them all. On recoving th report, the poor Red men were thrown into
v ostate of alarm, but betor on the death of the hostages a council
wits held as to th est mode of  proced Some were for immediate
tlight ; taking the marines with them, but others argued that Buchan
would I ¢ o tollow them up in order to reco | men and that
their only safety w 1 destroy them, so that they could not give any
mformation as to the direction the Indians had taken. It would appear
that the majority were loathe to murder the men who came to them in
h a friendly way, and showed such confidence as 0 rema done with
them.  The matter was decided by the chief and a few others surprising
the unfortunate marines and shooting them in the backs with arrow

then beating a hasty retreat
Buchan certainly

made another mistake in allowing that first individual
to go free, had he 1
|

wld on to him ull his return o the Lake, no doubt
dl might have been wel It was a great pity so fay

: ourable ar opportunity
at an amicable understanding should have been frustrated
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