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Excerpts from an address by the Minister of National
Health and Welfare, Mir, Paul Martin, made to the Annual
Convention of the Ontario Retail Pharmacists Association,
.Windsor, Ont., June 18, 1956, ' .

Coomittee of the Disarmament Commission in the work of which I-
have had occasion to participate. This Sub-Committee, which is
made up of the representatives of five countries -- the United
States, the United Kingdom, France, the .Soviet Union, and Canada--
has now held four series of private talks, the latest taking-
place in London earlier this spring. - In all, no less than 86
individual meetings have been held. The forthcoming New York
meeting of the Disarmament Commission itself is for the purpose

of receiving and considering the report of the Sub-Committee's
work, - : ,

While the results of these prolonged discussions
. have in some respects been disappointing, they have demonstrated
that there is substantial agreement among the Western nations

as to the provisions which should be included in any satisfactory
disarmament scheme, »

implementation of even preliminary steps towards disarmament,
In particular, I have in mingd the Soviet Union's negative reaction
to th proposal put forward by President Eisenhower Providing

In the past ten days, the inadequacy of the Soviet
Union's position on the matter of controls has been given added
emphasis. In letters addressed to the Heads of Government of the
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other four powers represented on the Disarmament Sub-Committee,
the Soviet Prime Minister, Mr, Nikolai Bulganin, has called on. -
the Western nations to follow the Soviet Union's "initiative" of
Mey 14 by embarking on unilateral reductions in the strength of
thelr armed forces. Such action, the Soviet Premier has .
suggested, would be "of decisive importance” in leading to the
creation of conditions more favourable to the achievement of a
universal disarmament Programme, .

While these broposed cuts are to be welcomed as
far as they go, this invitation would be more meaningful, it
seens to me, if we had some concrete evidence that the '
announced reduction in Soviet forces would actually take place

renounce aggressive designs, Even if Soviet forces were to be
reduced in numbers, the Soviet Union might still be left in
possession of forces vastly superior to those available to the
Western nations. And there would be no assurance that the
demobilization would be accompanied by a corresponding reduction

to increase the war potential of the Communist world, Above.all,
the Soviet proposal does not touch the central broblem which

- The Western Powers surely cannot assume that a
mere declaration on the part of the Soviet Union of its intention

It would seem to me that this latest Soviet move
roints very clearly to the need for achieving disarmament through
én agreed and safeguarded programme., If Mr. Bulganin and his
colleagues are sincere and really wish to reduce their armed
forces, why will they not agree to the establishment of
adequate and effective controls as the Western nations have done
in the proposals they have made in the United Nations Sub-
Committee? -

By adopting a more open-minded and bositive approach
to this central problen of control, the Soviet Union could do
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judgment should await such indications as will be provided by
the Soviet approach to the future negotiations: this will be the
acid test of their sincerity,

The problem of disarmament, like many of the problems
facing the world today, cannot be solved by action on the part
of one nation or group of nations alone, A solution can only be
achieved through the whole-hearted co-operation of all members of
the international community, whatever their political structure
or ideological leanings. We can only hope that when negotiations
are resumed, the Soviet Union will see fit to lend its support to
collective measures which, in words of the "New York Times",
"willimake disarmament a blessing and not a trap in which freedom
can die'",

-
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