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COMMONWEALTH TRADE . AND. ECONOMIC CONFERENCE

Decisions and understandings reached by the
Commonwealth Trade and Economic Conference,
held in Montreal from September 15 to 26, can
be summarized under the following headings:
Trade, Commodity Problems and Agriculture,
Finance, Development and Consultation.

: TRADE

The Conference reaffirmed the common objec-
tive of freer trade and payments.

The Conference agreed that dollar dis-
crimination should be progressively reduced
and ended as soon as possible. :

The United Kingdom removed import restric-
tions on canned salmon, newsprint, and most
machinery. This means that import restrictions
have now been removed for almost all raw
materials, basic foodstuffs, and indust;ial
machinery. The United Kingdom also invited
Colonial Governments to relax restrictions on
a wide range.of dollar imports. It announced
its intention all being well to make a start
next year on the removal of all remaining
restrictions.

In recent weeks Australia relaxed dollar
restrictions on a further 10 per cent of its

total imports.
The Conference agreed on the great value of

the existing system of preferences and the

importance of maintaining it.

The United Kingdom confirmed its intention

to maintain free and unrestricted entry for
nearly all Commonwealth goods as an important
part of the preferential system. ‘

Canada undertook to bind against increase
under the GATT the British preferential rates
of duty for an important list of products of
special interest to the United Kingdom. Many
of these .items now enter Canada duty free.

Canada also undertook to bind against in-
crease the special low rate of duty on mutton
Tnd lamb accorded to New Zealand and Austra-

T8

The following trade agreements are to be
reviewed: Canada - Australia; Canada - The
West -Indies; Australia - New Zealand. New
Zealand and the United Kingdom are also re-
viewing their trade agreement.

The Conference agreed that examination
should take place under the relevant anti-
dumping legislation, of cases where it is
alleged that dumped or subsidized goods are

damaging the interests of Commonwealth sup-

pliers.

The Conference agreed that full use should
be made of trade missions, trade fairs, and
other promotional activities for the expansion
of intra-Commonwealth trade.

The Conference emphasized the need that a
European Common Market and European Free Trade
Area should he outward-looking in the inter-
ests of an expanding world trade and world
economy.

Commonwealth countries agreed that subject
to the provisions of intemational agreements
they should endeavour, as soon as possible, to
remove discrimination in trade in the form of

‘quantitative restrictions between themselves
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and refrain from introducing measures of dis-
crimination between Commonwealth sources of
supply unless this is necessary for balance of
payments reasons.

The Conference recognized how important it
is that obstacles should not be placed in the
way of the export of manufactured goods of the
under-developed members of the Commonwealth,
and agreed that Commonwealth Governments will
give full weight to this consideration when-
ever decisions are necessary concerning the
tems of access of such goods to their mar-
kets.

Views were exchanged on the various aspects
of the new situation created by the more ac-
tive participation of a number of the Sino-
Soviet Group of Countries in world markets.

COMMODITY PROBLEMS AND AGRICULTURE

The Conference recognized the serious pro-
blems caused by the prevalence of wide fluc-
tuations in commodity prices and the need for
remedial action. To this end, Commonwealth
countries agreed to participate in a commodity
by commodity examination®of the situation.

It was proposed that an international study
group should be established without delay to
examine the current trade problems relating to
lead and zinc.

The Conference expressed concern that the
International Tin Agreement should survive and
succeed, and agreed that Commonwealth coun-
tries should consult together, as necessary,
about any appropriate measures to strengthen
Pt

The Canadian and Australian Governments
were pleased to note the intention of the
United Kingdom to participate in the prepara-
tory discussions for a new International VWheat
Agreement.

The Conference on the need for measures to
mitigate the adverse effects of protection
afforded to basic agricultural commodities and
minerals.

The Conference agreed that care has to be
taken in the disposal of surpluses on world
markets at non-commercial terms so as not to
cause harm to the interests of traditional
suppliers. Non-commercial disposal can help to
improve the living standards of the less-deve-
loped countries. However, such transactions
call for adequate consultations so that the
interests of all parties may be safeguarded as
much as possible.

FINANCE

The Conference recognized the vital role of
sterling in financing the flow of world trade.
It was essential to the stability andprogrzss
of the whole world trading community that
sterling remain strong.

It remained the agreed objective that
sterling should be made convertible as soon as
the necessary conditions had been achieved.

Agreement was reached on the desirability
of expanding the resources of the Inter-
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national Monetary Fund and the International
Bank for Reconstruction and Development. The
Conference welcomed the initiative of Presi-
dent Eisenhower in this regard.

The Conference discussed the possibility of
establishing a new Commonwealth financial
institution and agreed that further studies
should be undertaken to consider methods of
mobilizing resources for Commonwealth develop-
ment.

DEVELOPMENT

The Conference stressed the great impor-
tance of more rapid economic progress in the
less~developed countries.

All countries undertook to co-operate in
this urgent task. This would require more ca-
pital, both public and private, more techaical
assistance, better opportunities for education,
and increased opportunities for trade.

The United Kingdom announced its intention
to make Commonwealth Assistance Loans from
Exchequer funds. The loans to independent
Commonwealth' countries will be made under the
Export Guarantees Act and those to Colonial
Territories under the Colonial Development and
Welfare Acts. Offers of Commonwealth Assist-
ance loans already made total over £ 50 mil-
lion.

The Conference favoured an expansion of the
resources and activities of the Commonwealth
Development Finance and activities of the
Commonweal.th Development Finance Company, and
a number of Delegations expressed the willing-
ness of their Governments to contribute to the
capirtal of the company.

The value of the Colombo Plan in promoting
economic ‘development was recognized by all,

Canada announced an increase from $35 mil-
lion to $50 million in its annual contribution
to the Colombo Plan over the next 3 years. For
the Commonwealth areas in Africa, Canada
stated it would pravide an initial sum of $500
thousand for technical assistance. In ad-
dition, Canada indicated that it will continue
to provide substantial sums to less-developed
countries in the form of loans and grants for
Canadian wheat and flour., The Conference noted
Canada’s announcement of a $10 million pro-
gramme of assistance to The West Indies over
the next 5 years including the provision of
two ships for inter-island service. :

The Conference agreed that all possible
steps should be taken to encourage participa-
tion by private capital in the economic growth
of under-developed countries.

EDUCATION

The Conference agreed that expansion of
education and training within the Commonwealth
is an essential condition of economic develop-
ment.

- It was agreed in principle that a new
scheme - additional to existing programmes -
of annual awards of scholarships and fellow-
ships would be established. Under this scheme

(Continued on P. 6)




TORIES WIN BY-ELECTIONS

The Progressive Conservatives have won
fresh triumphs. The traditional Conservative
stronghold of Crenville-Dundas was won in
September 29th's by-election by Mrs. Jean
Casselman, 38, widow of the late A. Clair
Casselman, M.P. for Grenville-Dundas, and
daughter of the Hon. Earl Rowe of Dufferin-
Simcoe: She becomes the third woman member of
the present House.

Louis Fortin, 37, a Quebec City lawyer,
captured Montmagny~-l'Islet on his second try,
snatching a seat that had been Liberal:since
its formation 25 years ago. '

The voting restored the Government's record
208 Commons seats gained in the March 31
general election. The standing now is: Con-
servative 208, Liberal 48, CcCF &, vacant
1, total 265. Manitoba Springfield was left
vacant by the death last week of the Progres-
sive Conservative member, Val Yacula.

R

COLOMBO PLAN TRAINEE

The 1,000th person to receive technical
training in Canada under the Colombo Plan, Mr.
Mohammad Saeed, arrived in Ottawa on September
29, by air from Pakistan. The Acting Prime
Minister presented him with a scroll com-
memorating the occasion.

Canada accepted its first Colombo Plan
trainees in 1951. From a small beginning the
programme has grown until now over 200 people
are trained here each year. In addition to
training facilities offered through the Co-
lombo Plan, Canada has just started parallel
programmes for Chana and the West Indies and
accepts people sponsored by United Nations and
other international agencies and by other
governments. Altogether, a total of about
1,700 trainees have come to Canada. These
people have studied in a wide range of fields,
most of them associated with the economic and
technical development of their own countries.
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TRADE MISSION

Mr. Gordon Chiirchill, Minister of Trade and
Commerce headed a grain mission to the United
Kingdom and Europe where he will meet members
of the grain trade and milling interests, and
discuss the possibilities of increasing sales
in the countries concerned.

Mr. Churchill expected to be in London on
Cctober 7 and 8; in the Hague and Rotterdam on
October 9; in Brussels on October 10, 11 and
12; in ‘Bonn on October 13 and 14; in Hamburg
on October 15; and on October 16 he will go to
Geneva for three days to attend sessions of
the Ceneral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. He
hoped to meet members of the grain trade in
Switzerland.

E
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"This mission to Europe is a further indi-
cation of the Government's determination to
increase exports of Canadian grain and flour",
said Mr. Churchill. "Our aim is to regain our
fair share of world trade in wheat and flour,
and Europe accounts for a high percentage of
that trade”.

ook gk sk

CANADA HOUSE OPENED

The simultaneous hoisting of the Stars and
Stripes and the Canadian Red Ensign, and Mayor
Wagner's officia’ proclamation of October 1 as
"Canada Welcome Day"™ marked the formal opening
of Canada House at 680 Fifth Avenue, in New
York City.

The '26-story building houses the Canadian
Consulate General, the National Film Board,
Trans-Canada Air Lines, and the Canadian
Government Travel Bureau, as well as private
organizations both Canadian and otherwise.
Nearly 75 per cent of the building is .already
rented.

.
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SOUTH SASKATCHEWAN DAM

The recent signing of the agreement between
the provincial and federal governments to
construct the South Saskatchewan dam brings to
fulfilment dreams which have been held since
the first explorations of the western prai-
ries, according to the "Saskatchewan News".

Early explorers envisaged a dam on the
South Saskatchewan River to divert its waters
down the Qu'Appelle Valley, thereby creating a
navigable waterway west from Winnipeg. The
pioneers and their descendants saw it as a
means of stabilizing the agriculture of the
region by preventing the disastrous droughts
which have afflicted the area from time to
time. Through the years studies made by en-
gineers and economists have indicated that the
construction of a dam will provide enough
water to irrigate some half a million acres of
land, enabling it to produce such cash crops
as alfalfa and a wide variety of vegetables,
and to support large herds of cattle. The dam
will also generate hydro-electric power which
will have a profound effect on the further
industrialization of the settled area of the
province.

TWO DAMS

The South Saskatchewan project centers
around the construction of two dams. The main
dam, 205 feet high and 16,700 feet across,
will be located approximately where Coteau
Creek enters the South Saskatchewan, about 18
mi'les upstream from the Town of Outlook. The
second dam, called Summit Dam, will be located
across the Qu'Appelle Valley about 12 miles
southeast of Elbow. Its purpose is to control
the diversion of the water down the Qu'Appelle
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system. The two dams will create a lake 135
miles long with an area of 116,000 acres and a
shoreline some 500 miles long. !

Dam construction will be carried out by the
Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration and
is expected to take six to/eight years to
complete. But this is only part of the cons-
truction process. For the Province, the Sas-
katchewan Power Corporation will undertake the
construction of the hydro plant. The first
state, which will be capable of producing
150,000 kw of electrical energy, will be "on
line" at the time the main dam is completed.
All irrigation works are to be built under the
supervision of the Saskatchewan Department of
Agriculture, with the first phase of some
50,000 acres to be completed about the time
the reservoir is filled. This is one-tenth of
the total irrigation potential -~ a potential
which will probably take some forty years 'to
- realize.

R

ECONOMY STEADY

In the keynote speech to the annual con-
ference of the Provincial Government's Trade
and Industry Council at Montebello, Quebec,
Mr. John H. English, Deputy Minister of Trade
_ and Commerce, said on September 29 that Cana-
da's exports to date have shown strong resis-
tance to the downward tendencies in world
trade at large. There has been a more than
two-fold increase in one of Canada's new
exports - uranium. Aircraft and farm imple-
ments had been sold abroad in substantially
larger amounts, while wheat sales were doing
reasonably well and there had been increased
shipments of beef cattle to the United States.

Mr. English referred to a number of other
factors which were contributing to the gener-
ally fim trend of the domestic: economy. Hous-
ing projects and the construction of public
works, not only by the Federal Government but
by the provinces and municipalities, had
helped to counterbalance ‘the decline in busi~
ness investment. The rising trend of personal
incomes aid the sustained volume of consumer
spending had been other steadying influences.

Commenting on the effect of the soft market
situation in Canadian industry, Mr. English
drew attention to the fact that shipments had
not declined as much as imports. Evidently
many Canadian industries were successfully
weathering the competition from imports.
Operations in the iron’'and steel industry, for
instance, had at no time fallen below 72 per
cent of capacity.

Looking to the future, Mr. English said
that recovery in the United States would help
to spark growth in other parts of the world.
The construction programme and. the strength of
the consumer market pointed, he thought, to
stronger growth trends in the Canadian eco-
nomy, although there might not be outward
evidence of improvement during the coming
winter.
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In dealing with Canada's foreign trade
position, Mr. FEnglish pointed out that, al-
though the merchandise deficit had declined
from $600 million in the first seven months of
1957 to $200 million in' the same period this
year, the overall imbalance on current account
remained substantial. However, he considered
it was reasonable to expect this gap, amount-
ing. to $600 million in the first half of 1958,
would in the course of time be covered by ad--
ditional production in Canada either for ex-~
port or to replace goods now imported. He
called on those connected with industrial
development work to "make a more systematic
and concerted effort to emphasize to foreign
fims exporting to Canada the advantages of
establishing manufacturing facilities in ‘this
country". : :

L

ARCHITECTURAL AWARD

The international architectural competition
for the new Toronto City Hall has been won by
the Finnish designer Viljo Rewell. By a majo-
rity vote of 3-2, the Finn will receive the
first prize of $25,000 and a 6 per cent com-
mission which, it is estimated, will exceed
$1, 000, 000. /
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WORKING CONDITIONS

The Department of Labour’s annual Survey
of Working Conditions for 1958 shows progres-
sively better conditions for employees in the
manufacturing industries. The percentage of
these employees who enjoy a five day week had
risen by April <1958, to' 88.3 per’ cent,''as
compared with 85.5 per cent in 1956, and 82.5
per cent in 1954, :

The number of plant workers on a 40-hour
week has steadily increased, reaching more
than 70 per cent of workers covered by the
survey. In 1954 only about half of the workers
covered were on a 40-hour week. :

A two week's holiday with pay now reaches
95 per cent of employees in the manufacturing
industries. Although this percentage has not
increased from the previous year, the eligi-
bility requirements have been reduced. For
example, the proportion of employees quali fy-
ing for this holiday after one year's service,
or less, rose from under 18 per cent in 1957,
to about 23 per cent in April 1958. There was
also a reduction in the number of employees
requiring three years' or more service to
qualify. :

Group life insurance was available to
almost 90 per cent’'of manufacturing workers in
1958. This compared with 86.8 per cent ‘in 1956
and 83.4 per cent in 1954. Pension plans were
available to 63.6 per cent in 1958 compared
with 64.7 per cent in 1956 and 59.3 per cent
in 1954,

There was a noticeable increase in the
provision of paid statutory holidays.




THE*PRIME"MTNISTER''S" TOUR

The following plans have been announced for
the United Kingdom and continental portion of
the Prime Minister's Buropean and Commonwealth
tour. £
Mr. and Mrs. Diefenbaker and their party

will arrive in London by RCAF C-5 aircraft
on the morning of Thursday, October 30. The
Prime Minister will meet later that day with
Prime Minister Macmillan, and expects to have
talks with him and the Secretary of State for
Commonwealth Relations and other Cabinet
Ministers on Thursday and Friday. Mr. and
Mrs. Diefenbaker will have dinner at No. 10
Downing Street on the evening of their ar-
rival.

Mr. and Mrs. Diefenbaker hope to spend the
weekend privately in Scotland, visiting Edin-
burgh and Kildonan, in Sutherland, from where
Mr. Diefenbaker's great-grandparents came to
Canada, and will return to London on Monday,
November 3. Mr. Diefenbaker will be the guest
of honour at a luncheon given by the Lord
Mayor of London at the Mansion House on Mon-
day, and the Canadian High Commissioner and
Mrs. Drew will give a dinner for the Prime
Minister and Mrs. Diefenbaker' that evening.

Mr. Diefenbaker will havefurther talks
with United Kingdom leaders Tuesday morning.
He and Mrs. Diefenbaker will be received at
lunch by Her Majesty the Queen and His Royal
Highness the Duke of Edinburgh at Bucking-
ham Palace on Tuesday. That' evening, Mr.
Diefenbaker will address a meeting of the
Commonwealth and Fmpire Industries Association
at the Royal Albert Hall. Prime Minister
Macmil lan and Opposition Leader Gaitskell will
be among the ‘guests present.

On Wednesday morning, November 5, Mr. and
Mrs. Diefenbaker and their party will leave
for Paris where they will spend that day and
where the Prime Minister will meet President
de Gaulle.

The Prime Minister and his party will spend
November 6 with the RCAF in France. ‘

On the invitation of the Federal German
Government, Mr. and Mrs. Diefenbaker will go

"to Bonn on November 7, to return on behalf of
The Covernment of Canada, the visit paid to
this country last May and June, of President
Heuss. While in Bonn, the Prime Minister will
have talks with Chancellor Adenauer and other
German leaders.

On November 10, the Prime Minister will
visit the Canadian Infantry Brigade at Soest,
Germany, and it is expected he will observe
Remembrance Day with the Canadian Forces in
Furope before flying to Rome on the afternoon
of November 11. : ;

In Rome, the Prime Minister will meet the
Italian Prime Minister, Mr. Fanfani.

Mr. and Mrs. Diefenbaker will leave Rome on
the evening of November 12 for Karachi.
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NEW GERMAN AMBASSADOR

The Department of External Affairs an-
nounced on' September 25 that His Excellency
Dr. Herbert Siegfried presented to the Deputy
Governor-General, the Honourable Robert Tas-
chereau, Justice of the Supreme Court of Ca-
nada, his Letter of Credence as Ambassador
extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the
Federal Republic of Germany to Canada. The

‘ceremony took place at the Supreme Court of

Canada.
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UNESCO DELEGATION

The Department.of External Affairs has
announced :the composition of the Capadian
Delegation to the tenth session of the general
conference of the Uhited Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNES-
C0) which will be held at the headquarters
of the organization in Paris from November 4
to December 5, 1958.

The Chaiman of the Delegation will be Dr:
N.A.M. Mackenzie, President of the Canadian
National Commission for UNESCO, member of
the Canada Council and President of the Uni-
versity of British Columbia. The Vice-Chairman
and Principal Adviser will be Mr. E.B. Rogers,
Canadian Ambassador te Turkey. The other
members of the Delegation are:

Delegates~ . .
Mr. R.J. McCleave, M.P. for Halifax.
Mr. E. Morissette, M.P. for Rimouski.
Dr. W.H. Swift, Deputy Minister of Educa-
tion for Alberta and representative of the
Canadian Education Association on the Cana-
dian National Commission.

Alternates- . - / :
Dr. P.H. Brieger, Professor and Head of the
Department of Arts and Archaeology, Univer-
sity of Toronto )
Dr. Pierre Gendron, Dean of Sciences, Uni-
versity of Ottawa; member of governing body
of the National Research Council; represen-
tative on the National Commission of.L'As-
sociation Canadienne-Francaise pour l'avan-
cement des sciences. :
Mr. K. Kaplansky, Director of International
Affairs, Canadian Labour Congress.
Mr. Marcel Quimet, Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation. ;
Dr. Aileen Ross, Assistant Professor of
Sociology, McGill University.

Advisers-

Mr. Fugéne Bussiére, Secretary of the Cana-
dian National Commission for UNESCO ‘and
Associate Director of the Canada GCouncil.
Dr. E.F. Sheffield, Chairman, Programme
Committee, Canadian National Commission for
UNESCO. :and Research Officer, National
Conference of Canadian Universitics



COMMONWEALTH TRADE AND ECONOMIC
CONFERENCE

(Continued from P. 2)

1,000 Commonwealth scholars and fellows will
be studying in other Commonwealth countries at
any one time. The United Kingdom undertook to
assume responsibility for half the programme
and Canada assumed responsibility for a fur-
ther 25 per cent. The details of this scheme
will be worked out at a special Commonwea lth
educational conference to be held early next
year in London, which will also consider what
might be done to expand and improve mutua l
assistance in this field between Commonwealth
ceuntries with special reference to the supply
and training of teachers.

Australia announced an increase of 150 in
the number of places it is making available
for education and ‘training under the Colombo
Plan.

All countries recognized the importance of
reliable communications in strengthening the
Commonwealth.

It was agreed in principle to construct a
Commonwealth coaxial cable which would provide
the first round-the-world telephone service.
It was expected that this system would be
completed in stages over some ten years.

The Conference ‘dcknowledged the value of
existing arrangements for economic consulta-
tion and agreed to-co-ordinate these under the
name of Commonwéalth Economic Consultative
Council. The Conference welcomed the generous
offer made by the United Kingdom Government to
provide a Commonwealth House in London to be
available for the constituent bodies of the
Council and for other Commonwealth meetings.

HMCS ST. CROIX COMMISSIONED

Mr. Paul Comtois, Minister of Mines and
Technical Surveys, was guest of honour at the
commissioning of HMCS St. Croix at Sorel,
Quebec on October 4. The St. Croix is the
second of the Royal Canadian Navy's Resti-
gouche class destroyer eescorts to go into
service and follows HMCS Restigouche, proto-
type of the class, which was commissioned at
Montreal on June 7. Both ships are improved
versions. of.the St. laugent o kass of which
seven are now in service. .
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CBC REPORT

The annual report of the Canadian Broad-
casting Corporation, just released, discloses
some interesting facts.

Television, which was first brought to
Canadians in the autumn:of 1952, is now used
by an estimated number of more than three mil-
lion. households - 71 per cent of the popula-
tion.

The establishment, on the recommendation of
the Board of Covernors, of six new privately-
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owned stations during the year raised coverage
to the point that about 82 per cent of the
population was within reach of good television
service. At 'the end of the year, 39 sta-
tions, including 6 'CBC and 31 privately-

‘owned, were carrying English language ser-

vice, and seven stations,,two CBC and five
privately-owned, were carrying French lan-
guage service to the different areas of the
country.

Lirect microwave connections were esta-
blished during the year to stations in the
Maritime provinces, and the connection to Win-
nipeg was extended through the Prairie Pro-
vinces. CBC and private stations in these
regions began to receive for the first time,
live simultaneous national service, large-
ly replacing the previous method of supply
through telecordings and film. .

The .Canadian proportion in English network
programming was maintained at more than 55 per
cent of the schedule during 1957-58 and audi-
ences showed a growing acceptance of Canadian
programmes .

While Toronto and Montreal remained the
main production centres, other centres, no-
tably Vancouver and the Maritimes Region, con-
tributed important items.

Eighteen half-hour dramas. were sold to the
British Broadcasting Corporation, nine of them
being part of a contract for 26 shows to be
completed this year. The BBC also bought
nine one hour and one hour-and-a-half plays.
The Australian Broadcasting Commission pur-
chased fourteen half-hour dramas. Punch called
Arthur Hailey's new play "Seeds of Power",
"this Canadian TV spellbinder".

The French television network this year
extended to seven of Canada's 46 stations and
served more than 85 per cent-of the French-
speaking population. Since relatively few pro-
grammes - in the French language are available
for import, most of the programmes must be
produced in Canada and CBC Montreal has become
the largest French language TV production
centre in the world.

Despite the sustained rise of interest in

television, the Canadian public continued to
Le keen radio listeners, as indicated by the
increased sale of radios. The Corporation took
care to adjust its radio programmes to tele-
vision viewing.
A new series, University of the Air, marked
CBC's first venture into formal adult educa-
tion at the university level. Mail response
was encouraging. The use of the Trans-Atlantic
cable underlined the new flexibility of radio
in bringing together listeners and events iD
all parts of the world.

The Corporation continued to meet its par~
ticular challenge: great distances and rela-
tively small population; two services in two
languages, and competition from imported pro-
grammes available at a fraction of the cost
of the home productions.




