Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming, are
checked below.

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

l ] Covers restored and/or laminated/
| Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre de couleur {i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

I Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
{____| Planches et/ou itiustrations en couleur

\/ Bound with other material/
Relié avec d'autres documents

‘/ Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/

La reliure serrée peut causer de 'ombre ou de la

distorsion le long de l1a marge intérieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from filming/

11 se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées

[ P T SOUp sen . 3
iors d'unc restauration apparaissent dane lo texte,

mais, lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n‘ont
pas été filmées.

[ | Additional comments:/
| Commentaires supplémentaires:

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/

Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X

L'institut a microfilmé e meilleur exemplaire qu'il

lui a été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet
exemplaire qui sont peut-tre uniques du point de vue
bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image
reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification
dans la méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués
ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

\// Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached/
Pages détachées

Showthrough/
\/ Transparence

Quality of print varies/
/| Qualité inégale de l'impression

. Continuous pagination/
v Pagination continue

Includes indexles)/
Comprend un (des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de I'en-téte provient:

D Title page of issue/
Page de titre de la livraison

i Capntion of issue/
Titre de départ de la livraison

I | Masthead/
| Générique (périodiques) de la livraison

22X 26X 30X

12X 16X

20X

28X 28X 32X




i
’

/"/ 4 LT A

ﬂ)'_i*!

THE

MONTHLY RBCORD

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Fu Hobx Seofia and the Wjoining Probiness.

DECEMBER,

1863.

Pay your ChurchDues,- - - - . - 245
Notes of a Trip to the Lower Provinces, - 248
To Collectors,- - - 252
Poetry : Rest: An Ude, 252
What is the Ground of your Hope?. - 253
‘The Church in Nova Scotia, - - - - 255
Meetings of Halifax Presbytery, - - - 236
J, Halifax Young Men’s Christian Associa-

......

-----

3
Y ¥ s TeRMS:—3s. 1},
h D,

PaGE.

PICTOU, NOVA SCOTIA:

No SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR A LESS TERM THAN Six MONTHS.

CONTENTS:

Pagr.

tion, « - - - - « - < - . - 236
A Home Mission Fund,- - - - - =« 257
News of Female Missions in India, - - 239
The Record, - - - - - - - - - 260
Notices, - « - « - « + - . - 260
Schemes of the Chureh,- - - -« - - 260
Index to Yolume ix,, - - - - - - 261

’

\

PAYABLE IN ADVANCE,



- Dalhousie College.

PRINCIPAL—REY.'D PROFESSOR ROSS,

1.—Proressor oF ForMar Logie, Eruics, AND Porrricar, EcoNoMy—The Principal.
2.—~PROFESSOR OF CLASSICS— Professor John Johnson, B. 4., T. C. D.

3.—PROFESSOR OF MATHEMATICS AND MECHANICS—Professor C. MeDonald, M. A.
4.—PRroFESSOR OF NATURAL PriLosoray—rofessor Thos, McCulloch.

5.—PrOFESSOR OF CHEMISTRY AND MINERALOGY—Lrofessor George Lawson.Ph.D, LL.D.
68.—PRrOVFESSOR OF METAPHYSICS, BSTHETICS AND BELLES LETTRES—Lrofessor Wm. Lyald.
TEACRER OF MODERN LANGUAGES. -

The Inatitution wrll be formally opened on the 10th NOVEVBER next, at 3 o’clock, P.M.
The INAUGURAL ADDRESS will he delivered by the Principal, in the Room formerly
occunied by the Mechanies! Tustitnte, e

FEES.—8$6.00 for each chair for the present term, and $1.00 for matriculation.

ADMISSION. --Applicants for matriculation will be examined on the afternoon and even-
ing of the day.of opening. They must possess a competent kuowledge of the ordinary
branches of an Bnglish Elncation, including Boglish Grammr, History and Geography.—
Alsn, a thorough acquaintanee with the Latin and Greek Grammars, and with any one book
of any Latin pros: writer, und any Latin poet, and of anv Greek aathor, wlm'h they may se-
lect. Tne examination will he conducted chiefly in writing.  No student will be admmgd
after the close of the first fortnight after opening, but persons not preparing for degrees will
be admitted without examination, at any time during the term, .

The first Session will extend over a six months’ term.  After the current collegiate year,
several important alterations will he introduced.  Tnere will be o Winter and Summer term.
Instruction will be provided ir: additional branches of education. ‘Tne standard for admie-
sion will be raised as soon and as high as the improvement in the general educution of the

Provinee will warrant. Of these alterations full and timely notice will be given,

November, 1863,

—0

JAMES THOMSON, Scc. Dal. College.
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TO MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

ALL the Collectors of the Fun ds for the payment of the Professor in Dalhousie College, (withm
the bounds of the Presbytery of Pictou), are requested to pay this year’s installment, with as
little deluy as possible, to the Treasurers in their respective congregations ; and these Treasurers
#re requested to pay these sums to W. Gordon. Egq., Pictoy, or to J. Fraser, Esq.. (Downie,) New
Glasgow, before the 15th day of this month. The Colicctors are also requested to send, without fail-
ure, to Messrs Fraser or Gordon, their subscription books or cards, containing the names of sub-
serihers with the amount subscribed for the three years, und the sums paid.
. The Membsrs of the Educational Board of our Synod, anent Dalhourie College, are r ted to
meet in St. Andrew’s Church Pictou, on TUESDAY, the 22nd of this month, at 1\ o’clock, forenoon.
December 1863 ALEXANDER McKAY, Vice Convener.

CASH RECEIVED FOR RECORD SINCE LAST 4SSUE.

In the acknowledgement last month, Dr. Matheson, Montreal, should have been 25s.; L.,
Mclnnes, 8. H,, 3s. 1 1-2d.; J. G. Fraser, Esq., St. John, N.B., £5; also in April last, £1;
Rev. J. Christie, Wallace, £2 3s.; D. B. Munro, Esq., Stake Road, Wallace, £1.

NoTick.—As there is a largh amount of arrearages, it will be absolutely necessary that
agents and parties indebted for the Record pay up their respective sums, cue for the present
vear, otherwise they cannot expect the Record to he sent to them in January next. The
Comrm ittee are largely indebted to the printer, and they have no means of liquidating their
liabilities, but by prompt payment of the agents and subscribers. For single subscriptions,
the Secretary will recive postage stamps, if they have no other means of forwarding their sub-
scriptions. Lists for the coming year will be sent hefore the end of this month, :

’ WILLIAM JACK, Secretary and Treasurer.

NOVA SCOTIA.

T'THE PRESBYTERIAN,CHURCH of Nova Scotia, in connection with the Church of
1. Sootland, having resvlved to engage in the FOREIGN MISSION FIELD, the Commit-
tee are now prepsred o receive applications. 'The Committee have in view one of the
$OUTH PACIFIC ISLANDS as their field of labor. They are prepared to guarantee to their
missionary fully the usuel salary given to missionaries laboring in that part of the Mission
field, together with.the necessary allowance for outfit, &e. Applications may be addressed to
iie Convener. Every such application must be accompanied with well-attested certificates of

character and qualifications, in order to recejve attention.
) ALEXANDER MACLEAN, Convener,
t1th May, 1863 je MAaNsE, BELFAST, PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

JTAS. PAT"TERSON,
L BOOROBLLER & JTATIONEBR,
" Dealer ip Room Papér and Window Shades, .
BOOKS and Periodica'a]s imported to orde.rl' m regular monthly parcel's ijo.ln Britain and
America. .

Pictou, July, 1861 - 6m.
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“Ip I PORGET THEE O JERUSALEM! LET MY RIGHT RAND PORGET IT8 CUNNING.”"—DPs. 137, v. 5.

Pay your Church Dues.

WEe refer not here to the obligations im-
posed by honestX and justice, in the payment
of our common debts, although thatis a du-
ty, strange as it may seem, of which Christi-
ans need to be continually reminded ; but of
the imperative nature of the claims imposed
on all professing Christians to contribute
their proportionate quota towards the support
of the gospel. God might have established a
ministry of angels, which needed no worldly
support ; this, however, he has not done. He
has instituted a ministry of men, of like con-
stitution and wants as those to whom they are
sent, and has accompanied their commission
with the reminder that the “ laborer is wor-
tl'?" of his hire.” Voluntarily cut off from
other sources of supply, they are dependent
for their worldly support on the people to
whom they are sent. It is Gad's own ar-
rangement, and he will strictly inquire into
the manner in which it is fulfilled.

As a general and notorious matter of fact,
the Church has never shown its appreciation
of God’s gift of a teaching ministry by its k-
teral sustentation of it. Hundreds of our
ministers live in poverty, and are diverted
from an exclusive attention to their peculiar
work, by anxious and painful thoughts, how
they may live without wholly secularizing
themselves. It is no refutation of this to
point outa few exceptional cases, in which

’ we propose to advert to a single and remark-
able phase of it. We mean the sinful and
wicked withholding of what, by direct or im-
plied contract, congregations have engaged to
give for the comfortable maintenance of their
ministers. In the rural distriets, salaries de-
pend on individual subscriptions. On the
faith of these, ministers are induced to accept
settlements ; and yet when they have moved
their families within the bounds of such con-
gregations, presuming that the promise of
Christians is sacred, how often are they sur-
prised to find that these subscriptions are,
with difficulty, collected! Sometimes it is
pleaded that no one has time to go round and
gather them ; at others, that excuses are made
and reiterated that payment is not conveni-
ent, although there is no lack of means to
make purchases for their personal profit; and
:in some cases, payment is refused.

Here. then, is a minister of Jesus Christ
left ahsolutely destitute of the means of living
and paying his debts, through the falsification
of the promises of persons professing to he
Christians! It Is another, but not a less re-
volting aspect of this subject, that when a
minister is settled upon the presumption of
isuch subscriptions, there are some to be found
in many congregations, who claim that their
:oblization to pay was only for a year, and
thence withhold or diminish the amount of
,subscription for the next year. They have
,induced the minister to come among them,

ministers are petted and pampered, and have , they know he cannot command the means of

abundance thrown into their lap. It is not sguia re uly removal, and now they are willing to

with the majority of the working clergy. O®'sce him struggle and gasp like a drowning

the general subject of ministerial support man, with the predetermination of refusing to

xz\\\{fh‘h:’;s}x bee\n written and spoken ; at present him a helping hand! A beautiful commen-
ol. IX. No, 12. ’
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tary this on their Christian profession! If ' office-holders, who had pecuniary claims on
they are tried upon it in the great day, they : the building, insisting upon the payment of
will hear the astounding words, % Inasiuuch lthelr interest in the first place, little caring
as ye did it not to one of the least of these,ye ~ how the poor clergyman was to manage with-

did it not to me—depart from me "

It is a maxim of infidels, that money spent
on religion is money thrown away, and it is
astonishing how many illustrations of the spi-
rit of the maxim may be found within the pule
of the Church. If pleasure or pecuniary
profit makes an appeall, every means is putin
requisition to respond to it; but if religion is
the solicitor, so fur from being welcomed with
smiles, it is regarded as a common beggar, to
be treated with supercilious haughtiness, or
at hest to be answered by giving grudgingly.

Now, it may be thought that coniduct so
crimirfal us this eannot be charged with con-
gregations in the cities.  We should be glad
if' it were s0, butit is not. 'The same niggard-
liness and want of conscientiousnes are to be
found everywhere. The pew-rent system is
as lable to abuse as the country subscription
one. Although a minister’s salary depends
on the revenue of the church thus derived,
pew-rents are often the very last debts which

out his salury, which his necessities had

 forced him to anticipate. ‘This might all be
legul, but was it christian? And we have
known, too, the pew-rent collector put off
from time to time under various pleas, and
then at length paid in depreciated bank bills,
thus saddling tEe church with the expense of
discount! This surely was neither honest
nor christian.

We make such statements with pain and
with shame. They are a sad commentary on
the doubtful character of the piety of the
, Church.  When persons professing to be the
i children of God do such things, and at the
sume time are zealous for religion as far as
mere words go, they sive oécasion to such
| sarcasm as a shrewd man once uttered in de-

scribing the church to which he belonged,
| when he said it consisted of two clusses—the
| paying class and the praying class.
The irreligious often have a clearer view of
the advantages of a Christian miiistry than

1

are paid; and they are often paid with mani- { many who profess to be Christians. Of the
fest reluctance, as if it were an actual loss of | spiritual benefits of it, they, of course, can
8o much money! Other forms of meanness i form no adequate conception ; but of its mor-

are not unknown. Persons of substance will
refuse to take more than one-half or one-third
of a pew when the accommodation of their
families require a whole one, and when they
are able to take severa: pews, and should do
it if the wants of the church require it; or
they will, to save a little money, take the
cheapest, and of course the least eligible, pew
they can find. In other cases'we have known
persons of wealth, who could afford to spend
several months in travelling with their fami-
lies, or in enjoying a_country retreat, as a
preliminary give up their pews for the time,
that they might thus filch from the cause of
Christ, a few dojlars to spend on their lusts.
Gthers, where they may, from circumstances,
have tae opportunity, will sub-let portions of
their pews, so gy to sit comparatively rent-
free themselves: and it is not unfrequent,
that persons calling themselves Christians

will attend from church to church without a I

definite association, that they may have no-

alizing and humanizing influence they can, in
a mc. sure, form a judgment. On a certain
occasion a man wholly devoid of religious
character, and even sceptical in his opinions,
favored the project of building a church in
his neighbourhood, and made a grant of a
suitable site for the structure. His argument
was, the presence of a minister will improve
the moral character of the people, give the
neighborhood a better reputation, and thus
enhance the value of property ! Hereasoned
correctly ; and should not Christians, with
s greater light, argue that the comfortable
maintenance of a minister among them would
greatly conduce to their own spiritual edifica-
tion and the salvation of their families ?

We were once asked by a gentleman what
, we thought of the piety of professing Chris-
| tians who could act with such niggardliness,
. and we were constrained to answer, that, we
had no opinion of it at all, for we deem it an
, utter impossibility that any one whose heart

thing to pay. Sometimes the revenue of a | God has touehed can show such utter indif-
church absolutely requires a rise of rent,, ference to the support of the crdinances of
which, although small in each case, will be l Christianity. Rather than associate the sa-
considerable in the aggregate; and yet who ; cred name and love of Christ with such mean-
does not know, that the proposition is gene-  ness, we would prefer to believe that the
rally provocative of a storm, some giving up | number of Christians is much less than the
their pews, or substituting half pews or cheap , rolls of the Church indicate.
pews in a corner of the house, to evade the| While the cases to which we have advert-
additional tax? And it is true that these,ed, not without a deep sense of shame, are so
are the expedients of persons abundantly able | common as to be detected under some form
to pay, and not of the poorer classes who are | in most of our city churches, we should ‘he
often willing t5 deny themselves for the plea- | very sorry to make them the ground of a
sure of supporting the gospel. .J.sweeping charge againstall. Many, no deubt,
We have known even more repulsive cases | make their church dues sacred debts, always
thane these.  We have known, in a church | to be discharged with punctuality, and even
struggling under embarrassment, its wealthy . at a sacrifice of personal ecomforts, if necessa-
+
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ry.  We know the case of a Christian woman
who had encountered heavy dom®tic trials,
among the last of which was the death of her
husband, who returning to the church in the
city to which she had formerly belonged, but
from which her removal to the country had
disconncected her, waited upon her pastor and
with a cheerful countenance said, «1 have
just returned to the city with five helpless
children to struggle single-handed for a liv-
ing. T hrought with me ten dofars, my only
store, and five of that I have just paid in ad-
vance for pew-rent, for I expecet the blessing
of God on‘y while in the way of my duty.”
What folly! some will exeluim.  What true

wisdom! we reply. The energy of that lone |

and conscientious widow was attended with
the blessing of heaven.  She labored assidu-

ously and prospered, and she had the satis- |

faction of seeing, before her death, her chil-
dren growing up respected and members of
the church. Unless we entirely ignore the
existence and providence of a just and mer-
ciful God, we must believe that he regards
with peculiar favor those who honor him and
the ministry which he has consecrated.

The personal bearings of this subject are
too often overloohed and slighted. Itis no
trifling matter to embarrass any of God's

ambassadors in their high and holy work, by .

withholding from them the necessaries of life.
Not only will it be an alarming item in the
after account which every man must give to
God ; but it will, by necessary consequence,
react in this world upon the spiritual well-
being of those thus criminal. A pleasant
and successful ministry can never be expect-
ed, when a congregation wounds the feelings,
and alienates the sympathies of their pastor,
by contributing to his support in so grudgimg
and niggardly a manner, that he can scarcely
live. With what feeling must he present
himself before those who, as he well knows,
do not appreciate his ministrations, and actu-
ally withhold from him what is honest and
right? He must know why his salary is so
scanty and so reluctantly paid. lle must
know that this one has-refused time after
time to pay his quota; and that one, with
ample means, contributes the least possible
sum; and that a third one has heen guilty of
some pitiful meanness unworthy of a man,
much less a Christian; and although he may
have grace to submit, it is impossible, in the
nature of the case, that he can have towards
such, that cordial, genial, glowing friendship
which would impart life and cnergy to his
ministry. He is hindered in his work, and
if his own comfort is sacrificed, the spiritual
interests of his people must severely suffer.
They will not contribute their carnal things,
and God in judgment refuses them spiritual
things. For this reason so many are sickly
among us. The niggardly ones are after ail
the chief sufferers. They suffer in the barren-
ness of their own souls, and they suffer in
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the persons of their children. God s «
« righteous God.
*We believe the religious press and the pul-
pit should deal more plainly with this subject
than is common. Farnest expostulation i<
demanded; and if that fails, other means
should be resorted to.  Covetousness is idol-
atry, and is as marked a sin as theft or false-
hood. If rich men, or persons amply able
to gratify their own worldly desires, and even
ostentation, will not contribute their just pro-
portion to the support of religion, they should
' not participate m the ordinances of it. A
stricter discipline on this subject might di-
, minish the number of visible communicants,
but it would make a purer and holier, and
, therefore a more efficient church. The grace
; of benevolence is an exalted one; no Chris-
tian character is complete without it; nay.as
| we have already said, there can be no Chris-
{ tian character without it. There is no great-
i er mistake than that a man has a right to give
[or withhold, as he pleases—that his money is
his own, and he can do with it as he will.
The primitive Christians sold all they had.
and formed a common fund, hecause the state
of the Church then demanded the sacrifice ;
yand is it to he supposd that such a change
| has since occurred, that those whom God has
| provided with the means can become notori-
ous for their closeness and meanness, without
i forfeiting their Christian standing? Never
i was reform more imperatively called for than
| at present.  'We have only touched on the
surface of the evil. A deep work is to be
wrought in the Church, to bring Christians of
all classes to a juster sense of their duty, and
to a profounder conscientiousness.

The Presbyterian IHerald thus exposesano-
ther phase of this kind of meanness :—

« T preach twenty miles from here, and you
will think it strange when Itell you that I
have paid over seventy dollars, within two
years, to hire horses to ride to my appoint-
ments, and have not received one cent to re-
munerate me for my labors or expenses.”

“So writes a very worthy minister, in a
business letter, apologizing for not paying
for his paper. 'What sort of people does he
preach to? are they heathen or are they
Christians?  Are they honest, or do they re-
pudiate their other debts, as they do those
which are due to him? We suggest that the
next time he preaches to them he take the
text, ‘The laborer is worthy of his hire.
Perhaps he has not been faithful in teaching
them their duty. The text is a part of the
whole counsel of God, which he should not
shun to declare to them, whether they will
hear or forbear. If they rebel against it, it
will he their sin, and not his. Duty is his:
results are with God.”

‘We have known many instances of mean-
ness similar to the above, in which poor min-
isters have been invited, at both inconveni-
ence and expense, to preach to vacant church-
es; and, as a reward, found it difficult to ob-
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tein a dinner or a bed from those who had

" invited them to preach, to say nothing of be-
ing sent away without a shiiling of remune-
ration.

In the matter also of marriages, we have
known ministers called upon to ride for miles,
amidst the sleet of winter, to marry a couple,
who generously rewarded them with a dollar
fee! ~ Others, after having encountered these
and other inconveniences and positive dis-
comforts, have received nothing more sub-
stantial than a piece of wedding cake!

Such soulless parsimony should be pointed |

~ out and held up to universal execration.

0

Notes of a Trip to the Lower Pro-
vinces.

BY PRINCIPAL LEITCH.
(Continued.)

June 26, 1863, Charlottetown.—In the
evening Idrove outa distance of about 10
miles to the residence of Mr. Thomson, a far-
mer and an elder of the Church. The road
passed through a well-settled and picturesque
country. The island, in general, is flat but
very fertile. Ihad not seen, in any part of
America, scenery more nearly approaching
the character of English landscape. Great
taste has been displayed in preserving belts of
trees round the fields, which -roduce the
same effect as the hedge rows of England.
In most places, the stumps have disappeared
and a green even sward is seen, which might
readily be taken for an English ornamental
za.rk, and may thus contribute to produce a

ome feeling. The hawthorn fence, the two-
wheeled Scotch cart, instead of the four-
wheeled American wagon, the slower pace at
which vehicles move, the English rule of pass-
ing on the roac—all contribute to make one
feel that he is now nearer home. The insular
climate, also, helped to produce home sensa-
tions. The Rev. Mr. Grant, who came with
us part of the way, stopped at the Church of
St. Peter’'s Road. This was the missionary
field assigned to him on returning from Glas-
gow College, and he has worked so well that
two promising congregations have been form-
ed. He has himselfremoved to St. Matthew’s
Church, Halifax, but the missionaries recent-
ly sent out by the Colonial Committee will
take his place in the Island. Mr. Thomson’s
" house is beautifully situated on a stream
which drives a mill. I wus struck with the
abundance of the goat sucker, or night hawk,
which ir England is a rare and shy bird.
Here it is seen constantly circling over head
in the evening and flying very close to you.
It is called her a Mosquito hawk, from the
belief that it feeds upon mosquitos.

June 27.—After spending the night at Mr.
Thomson’s, I returned early in the morning
to Charlottetown. On the way, we were
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shown by a farmer some fossil wood found in
a ploughed field. Tt was silicified, and bein
harder than the friable red sandstone in whic
it was imbedded, it resisted the action of the
weather and rctained its form. We also
stopped at the beautiful villa of Mr. Pope,
where we examined, with the aid of an excel-
lent Smith and Beck microscope, the ravages
.of the American buy on the fruit trees. The
bark is covered with minute capsules, on
opening which you find about cleven white
eges, either hatched or unhatched. The in-
sect is hardly visible to the naked eye. In
form, color, and size, it is like the cheese mite.
‘The skin of the ovum is so transparent that
we could detect the struggles for birth of the
enclosed insect.

The subject of Dalhousie College was again
discussedin Synod.  The Governor, Mr. Dun-
das, who belongs to an old Presbyterian fam-
ily in Scotland, entertained the Synod at din-
ner. This was a graceful act on the part of
Her Majesty’s Representative, and reminded
one of the hospitalities of the Lord High
Commissioner at Holyrood. Apart from the
official duties of the Governor, an important
end is served by the residence of British gen-
tlemen of high position in the Colonies.
When the selection is wisely made the loyulty
of the people and their love for British insti-
tutions are cherished.

June 28.—Thisday being Sabbath, the min-
isters of the Synod were all engaged preach-
ing in ditferent parts of the Island. I preach-
ed in the forenoon in Charlottetown, and Mr.
Snodgrass in the evening.

June 29.—The proceedings of the Synod
closed to-day. At the close of the meeting,
reference was made, by some of the mem-
bers, to the labours of the Rev.’d Donald
McDonald, who was present. In gratefully
acknowledzing the allusion to his labours,
he gave a short account of his ministry, and
the accompunying work, at the same time
expressing his ardent love to the Church of
Scotland.

During the sitting cf the Synod two even.
ing meetings were held in  Charlottetown
church. At one of these I gave an address
on education, with special reference to the
training for the ministry. Atthe other meet-
ing a Lay association was formed, chiefly for
the purpose of refunding the money Iaid out
by the Colonial Committee in sending out
missionaries. At this meeting, Dr. Inglg,
the head of Prince of Wales College, presid-
ed. Dr. Inglis, since his appointment, has
done much for the education of the Province.
He is at present preparing several pupils for
the Church of Scatland. The only other edu-
cational establishment of importance is the
| Cnlleze of St. Dunstan, over which Father
, McDonald presides. He is a young man of
| Highland extraction, and speaks Gaelic well.

Itis attended chiefly by the sons of Roman
Catholics. The politics of the Island are al-
. most exclusively religious, the Protestant bo-

Y
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* dies being united against the Catholic. The
chief subject of controversy is education.
Perh' ps 1n no part of the British dominions
are tl e points of the Roman Catholic contro-
versy studied with greater cagerness. I found
that one of the champions had provided him-
gelf with the most recent French books against
impery. It was interesting in this remote
sle of the sea to find the controversies of the

old world revived with all their original fresh- -

ness. A meettng was held to-day in the mar-
ket place to demonstrate the unity of Protes-
tants—the members of the Church Courts,
now met in Charlottetown, taking part in the
proceedings,

Fune 30.—Spoke at a prayer meeting in
Charlottetown church.

July L—We made up a party to visit a
eamrp of the Miemac Indians across an arm of
the bay. We could not land without getting
wet.  An Indian seeing our difficulties push-
ed out his canoe and we were drawn up on
the beach. We visited the numerous wig-
wams and talked with the inmates. They
could speak English, in general, very well.
They were all busily engaged in making bas-
kets and tubs. The men sat in tailor fashion,
and used the sole of their foot for a support
to the article on which they were engaged.
1 was disappointed by finding that they had
no traditions or legends. The past was a
blank to them, and they lived only in the pre-
sent. On enquiry of an ok! man what he
thought of the Great Spirit whom his forefa-
thers worshipped, he answered with a smile,
that he supposed he was the  old boy,” this
being the term by which his priest designated
the devil. The Pilgrim fathers of Massachu-
setts took the same view, and imposed a fine
of five pounds for every act of devil worship
on the part of an Indian. One of the squaws
was much interested about some gypsies who
had come to the Island, and who, she heard,
lived like the Indian. On being asked if she
told fortunes like them, she was indignant,
declaring that she could not tell lies in the
sight of Gad. We found that they had soie-
times prayer meetings among themsclves and
that a few could read. The men all wore
European cast off clothes—the women wear
on holidays a peaked cloth c¢ap ornamented
with beads. The children, half naked, hid
themselves behind the spruce trees, and as
they showed their dusky faces and white
grinning teeth through the thick foliage, the
scenc appeared wild in the extreme. The old
man, already alluded to, exhibited much good
sense and thoughtfulness in conversation.
They all displayed a native dignity and polite-
ness of manner which forced you to respect
them. It was gratifying to hear almost eve-
rywhere the kindly manner in which the set-
tlers spoke of the Indians. They were gene-
rally admitted to be honest and honourable.
In the scanty furniture of the wigwam it was
amusing to mark the occasional attempts at
refinement. Ladies’ hoops, patent leather
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. boots, and a trunk elaborately ornamented

with brass nails, were observed. ‘The Roman
Catholic religion scems to have tiken a depn-
ter hold of the Indinn’s vature than his origi-
" nal superstition.  After [eaving the eamn, an
I old Indian came after us with & piece of pa-
‘per that some one had dropped. He had
- imagined that it might he of value, and was
anxious to return it to the owner.
July 2.—It was with much regret that we
- hade adien to the group of friends who came
"down to the steamer to see us off. Though
» onr sojourn was brief we had made numerous
: friendships. Among the rest was Admiral
Bayfield, who is so frequently mentioned by
Sir Charles Lyell in his geological workg.
After long Iabourime in the service of his
country and science, he has, in his own nau-
tical phraseology, cast anchor in this quiet,
sheltered harbor, where he may calmly close
his life. The Synod have reason gratefully
to remember the kind hospitality and social
intercourse of the friends of the Church, and
especially the timely arrangements of Mr. and
Mrs. Duncan to secure the comfort of all.
On arriving at Pictou, I took up my abode
with the Rev. Mr. Herdman, who has long la-
houred in this parish. Many of the people
speak Gaelic, and though Mr. Herdman could
not speak the language when he first came,
he has learned as much of it as to show his
sympathy with Highland feelings and charac-
teristics. .
July 3.—Visited, with Mr. Herdman, vari-
ous points of interest; among the rest, the
bettery, the foundry and the carding mill,
The last reminded one much of the state of
matters in Scotland some 30 years ago, before
the spinning wheel had quite succumbed to
the factory. Heaps of small buadles of wool,
labelled with the names of the owners, were
waiting to be carded. A fineview of the har-
hor is obtained from the manse—you look
south across the harbor, and on the further
side you see the mouths of three rivers —the
Fast. the Middle and the West. These rivers
are the key to the configuration of the coun-
try. and the distribution of our Churches.
“July 4.—Met to-day several staunch friends
of the Church, one of whom was Mr. Costley,
head of the Pictou Academy, and Editor of
the Missionary Record. He has educated
many pupils for College, who have. by their
subsequent career, reflected credit on their
early teacher. .
Left Pictou for New Glasgow, which is situ-
ated on the East River, in order to p.re.ach on
the morrow. Mr. Pollok, who is minister of
the parish, was one of several young men,
among the rest, Mr. Snodgrass, wht, on re-
ceiving license, left Scotland to relieve the
destitution inthe Lower Provinces. They did
not wait to solicit more comfortable situations
at home, hut at once dedicated themselves to
the missionary work. They have done good
service by standing in the breach in the time
of emergency, and have won a title to the
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" gratitude of the Church of Scotland. When ! night was held at Pictou. I spoke, along

. in the provinces for em;])ty Churches at home,

ministers were deserting their large charges . with Messrs. Grant, Iferdman, Sinclair, and
Poliok. This meeting was equally gratifying
these young men were flecing from the oppor-  with the presious one. T prcoeeded after i
tunity of easy promotion, to take charge of was over to My, Sinclair’s manse. It was late

the flucks thus left without a shepherd.

July 3.—Preached in New Glasgow in the
forenoon. ‘The Church holds about 800, and
is generally full. Inmost parts of Nova Sco- .
tia onc is generally struck with the masses of |

before we arrived, but the darkness was re-
lieved by the fire-flies, a sight which I e1,juy -
ed for the first time. The meadows on cath
side sparkled like a galaxy of bright stars.
July 9.—Preached at Rogers’ Hill, one off

people attending divine ordinances. In the Mr. Sinclair's churches. It was the sacre-

.afternoon 1 drove to Pictou, and preached | mental fast. After the sermon I addressed

there in the evening. the people on church matters. Returned to
July 6.—Returned to New Glasgow, and ; Pictou in the evening.

visited the Albion Mines in the vicinity., July 10.—Visited the American Consul,

Under the guiduice of Mr. Scott, the mana- |, who hus made an extensive collection of curi-

ger, I descended to perhaps the thickest seam | osities.  He has abwo a series of portraits off

ithe world, Its average thickness is 32 feet. , the eminent men of the United States. It

. With a rdof of this height above your head, wus interesting to trace the change of features

. arriving at the bottom of the shaft we were .
- obliged to rest for ahout a quarter of an hour,

the galleries havea very imposingefleet.  On  down from the infancy of the nation to the
}n’esent day. You hegin with the massive
nglish feature, and gradually arrive at the
to regain the use of our eyes in the dimly- | lank long-jawed American, of whom Presi-
lighted galleries.  When our vision returned | dent Lincoln may be taken as a good tvpe.
we found oursclves surrounded by a party of | It was gravely discussed last year in the Bri-

Canadian gentlemen, with lamps in their | tish Association, whether the Anglo-Saxon

hands, who were exploring the pit. The
workings are ventilated by u stream of water
which descends in a shower in the downcast |
shaft. This form of applying power is found ,
to be the most cconomical. 'The engine be-

low is worked by a steam engine above ground

—the steam being led by a pipe down the

shaft. 'We spent the afternoon at Mr. Scott's |
house. The grounds and garden are in the
best English style, and present a useful mo-
del to other settlers around. A stranger is
much struck with the want of attention
throughout the Province to the grounds
around the homestead. The house may be a
model of neatness outside and inside, while
the field crops are growing up to the very
door. Several of the manses, however, show
« better taste, and a few such examples must
tend to make the taste general. Through the
exertions of Mr. Pollok and the facilities af-
forded by Mr. Scott, a handsome church, in
connection with the Church of Scotland, has
been recently erected at the Mines,

July 7—S8poke at a meetlng held in New
Glasgow church. My subject on this and
other occasions was chiefly the training for the
ministry and the relation of the various
branches of the mother church. The other
speakers were Messrs. Herdman, Pollok, and
Grant. The subjects adverted to were those
discussed at the meeting of Synod. Tt was
refreshing to remark that warm attachment of
the people to the Church. Throughout the
whole of Nova Scotia, the people were willing
to listen, for any length of time, to tidings
about the Church of Scotland and her appre-
ciation of their noble adherence to her cause,
Her recent liberality in sending nine mission-
aries to build up ti;e waste places of Zion,
quite touched their hearts.

July 8.—A meeting similar to the one last

| sameness of external circumstances.

race in America were not gradually reverting
to the L.¥ a1 type—it being held that the
same externat .-rcumstances would ultimately
produce the same result. That America is
producing very distinct types i3 undeniable.
The characteristic New England features, and
those of the French population of the Lower
Provinces are as distinct, as those differences
which mark off most of the races of the hu-
man family, but I have not been able to_dis-
cern an approximation to any tribe of Indi-
ans. The Indian contour of countenance is
more allied to the Saxon than the New Eng-
land type. I refer chiefly to the tribes of the
Lower Provinces, the Micmacs of Nova Sco-
tia and the Millcetes of New Brunswick, the
characteristic specimens of which exhibit fea-
tures of ahigh order. External circumstances
do not form the only physical factor. In
combination with this, there is the internal
tendency to variation, which exists in spite of
Both
factors act and re-act, and both are necessary
to explain the differences of race. I sailed
from Pictou to New Glasgow in the evening.

July 11.—Left New Glasgow at 9 a. 1., to
preach in Mr. McGregor’s church, East Riv-
er. Istoppedatthe Honourable Mr. Holmes’,
whose kind hospitality I enjoyed while in the
district. This being Saturday before the com-
munion, I preached in the afterncon, and af-
terwards addressed the people on church mat-
ters. 'The church holds about 800, and was
well-filled.

July 12.—Served two tables in East River
Church, at the English service. There was
also a Gelic service out of doors, in a teauti-
ful intervale, near a stream. It was calcula-
ted that about 1500 people were present.
The number of carriages was about 200.
One of the old people told me that, in hisnc-
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tive parish in Scotland, the most striking pic-
ture of human grandeur wus the laird driving
up to the church in a gig, which wus the only
one in the parish. nns he now pointed with
satisfaction to the erowd of carriages round
the church in the land of his adoption. The
singing of the Gaelic congregation was very
fine. Tvery one joined, and though the mu-

sic was not the most artistic, it evidently con-

tributed to the devotion of the worshippers.
At the English service there was a choir tak-
ing the different parts, but the effect was evi-
dently to damp the devotion of the people—
few taking part in the singing. This quite
corresponds with all T observed in the congre-
gations of the Lower Provinces and the Unf-
ted States. Just in proportion to the per-
fection of the choir was the silence of the peo-
ple. ‘The peopleevidently felt that they would
spoil the singing by joining in it, and they
preferred to enjoy it In silence. When only
simple melody is attempted, the people gene-
rally join heartily, but when elaborate harmo-
ny 1s aimed at, the choir do the whole them-
selves. It is found that choral singing is
most attractive, and many churches spend
more on the singing than the preaching. ~ But

this is not the ground on which the question’

should be put. The real question i<, Should
the art or devotional element he most encour-
ed? It mayv he answered, Why not com-
bine them? But the reply is, that experience
shows that high art cannot he practically
combined with the individual expression of the
devotion of the worshipper. The only ap-
proximation is in Methodist churches, and
this is due to one of the distinct features of
Methodism, viz.,the elass meetings. At these
meetings, singing is constantly practised by
all the members; but it has been found im-
practicable in other hodies to get the whole
congregation to practice regularly in singing
classes. Fven in Methodist churches in the
State. the choir has often the whole singing
to itself. The evil might be met if the merits
of the precentor or choir were tested by the
extent to which the people ljoined in the sing-
ing; at present the test applied is the opposite
of this. In the Roman Catholic, and other
I?iscopal churches, the people are not expect-
ed to join in the chanting and the anthems,
and the evil in such cases is not <o much felt,
as the people join in other parts of the ser-
vice; but in the Presbyterian church the peo-
ple cannot join audibly in any part of the ser-
vice except the singing. The example of the
Highland congregations shews that no train-
ing in classes is necessary to get the people to
join in the singing as a body. If no impedi-
ment be put in their way, and if there*be re-
ligious life, they will join heartily and matu-
rally. The picturesque grouping of old and
young on the logs and natural terraces; the
ared heads of the men, and the kerchiefed
eaps of the older women; the volume of se-
ered sound filling the whole valley; the ear-
nest tones of the preacher speaking in a lan-
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guage specially fitted for devotion,—all con-
tributed to form one of those striking scenes
which can never be forgotten. The number
of communicants was comparatively small;
most of the people came from those districts
of the Highlands of Scotland where the Lord's
Supper is surrounded with so much awe that
few venture to approach.

July 12.—The weather is excessively hot
to-day, the thermometer standing at 95+ in the
shade. The heat has been at this temperature
“for nearly a week. It has not been so hot for
'wiany summers past. ‘I'he Monday services
"ut Ilast River chmrch were in English and
" Gaelic.  As many of the Gaelic congregation
"had not the opportunity of hearing my former

address I was requested to address the com-
"bined congregations. This I accordingly did.
! Notwithstanding the previous services and the
" excessive heat, the people patiently listened to
“the details regarding the past trials and the
' present prosperity of the church of their fu-
thers. How strong must their love have been
"to their National Zion, when, for su many long
' years, they clung without pastors to her stun-
dard, refusing to merge their iduntity in any
other church! Their faith was now reward-
ed, and they had set over them a young man
whom they had sent to Scotlaud, to be edu-
cated, and who was moved to dedicate him-
<elf to the ministry by seeing the tears of joy
which the old men shed, when they heard
the first deputation from Scotland sent out to
cheer them in their desolation. Left in the
evening for West Branch Church, the other
charge of Mr. McGregor.

July 13.—Drove to McLennan's Mount, to
visit the widow of the late Dr. McGillivray.
After the secession of 1843, Dr. McGillivray
was left alone to serve fourteen charges ; some
of the ministers left the Church of Scotland,
and more went home to fill charges there.
For many a long year, Dr. McGillivray tra-
velled from parish to parish, dispensing ordi-
nances to those who remained stedfast to the
church of Scotland.  So true were the people,
that, after the disruption, there was not one
who deserted the church. Their trials only
made them cling the closer. This is greatly
due to the circumstance that ¢ the men,” cor-
responding to those of Rosshire aad Suther-
land, remained true. It is singular that
“ themen” in Scotland generally left the church
in 1843, while those in Nova Scotia and ori-
ginally from the same part of Scotland stood
heroically by her. This has been accounted
for by the superior intelligence of the Nova
Scotia “ man,” but it is no doubt partly ow-
ing to the circumstance that they had long
stood in the breach in defence of the Church
of Scotland before the crisis of 1843 ; and this
militant state led them to cherish a warmer
love for her. ~ The excessive labors of Dr. Me-
Gillivray told upon his constitution, and he at
last sank under them, but -he did not cease
from his labors before relief came. He was,
before his death, cheered by the presence of
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several of the ministers sent out by the mo-
ther church. His name will be long held in
reverence in Nova Scotia, and his life will
form one of the most interesting chapters in
the history of the Church of Scotland.

O ——

To Collectors.

a——

WE have lately met with the following
hints which may be of service to a class that
labour in gathering in the offerings of the

. Church, and to whose exertions we arc 20
much indebted for exercise and liberality.
They may ponder them and prize and do their
work better in consequence.

1. Do your work as a religious duty. It

in Christ’s cause for which you are canvassing
and collecting.

You seek nothing for your.

self, hut that zood sentence of * Well done, '

good and faithful servant!”  If vou go to
vour duty in this spirit you will be jroof
against all rebutls and cool receptions.  Give
your time aud tongue then to Christ in sim-
plicity and godly sincerity.

2. Do not feel any anoyance at being re-
fused. Perhaps the person asked cowld not
give; and he may be extremely sorry for his
inability. Perhaps his heart is hard ; still,
any indication of temper on your part will
serve yet more to harden his heart. Tell him
rather, that you will call again; ask him to
think the matier over carzfully ; talk gently
and kindly with him,

3. Do not judge a man according to the
amount~he gives. A shilling from one is as

“much as twenty shillings trom another. Do
not be satisfied with receiving precisely the
same amount each time you call. Ask the
subacriber, if the Lord has not prospered himn
sufficiently to allow of an increase ?  Ask him
if his heart is not larger than it was? For,
in truth, every Christian ought to be growjng
in the grace of liberalty as in every other.

4. Do not despise the pennies of the young
arnd the poor. A shilling, or five shillings
from the head of the family should not. con-
tent you. Let the members of the family
give each a littie, however small. Cal} on
the Eoorest members of the congregation.
You have no right to pass them by : vou do

them a gross injustice if you do not afford to

them an opportunity of contributing of their
poverty to the Lord’s treasury. "The pennies
of the poor are as welcome in the sight of the

Lord as the pounds of the wealthy; and they

are often given as cheerfully and as devoutly.
5. Be active in your work. Your office
isone of much practical moment to the Church.

Stipends, Schemes, Educational and Mission-

ary enterprise, are all dependent on your ex-
ertions, while deficiency, shame and bankrupt-
ey accomgany your neglect. Let not then
the Church go back through your remissness.
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6. Go yonr rounds regularly. By doing
ro you will find the work deiightful.  Friends
will expeet you and be prepared to receive
sou.  You will be hailed as a messenger from
God, affording an opportunity of giving
something to God.  Drop words of comfart
and counsel where you cany and speak and
think mainly of the work you have in hand.
Be not discouraged with the small results
that may attend zpou sour first efforts. You
can carry the germ of a mighty oak in your
pocket: you could dam with your foot- the
sonice of the St. Lawrence! Goon; for you
do not know what increase the Lord may give;
or what good may flow fiom your efforts, in-
significait as they may appear to yourself,

0
Rest: An Ode.

“ GIVE US, 0, GIVE U8 REST!"
Be~seari the hill
Tne lake lies stil?;

A single clondlet sailing to the west,
Moves in the boundless blue,
Moves in that murror too,

With motion most like rest,

Beside the stream
Fhe blue flowers dream ;
On banks grass-muffled, mute
‘T'o tread of any foot,
The trees stand back, that so
Their murmurs may be low;
Leaning together, by one whisper stirred,
‘L'o drown the voice of that audacious bird.

The great sea lies,
By tender skies
Embraced, till, lowering his foamy crest,
Up to the shore he alips,
A murmur on his lips,
As he too prayed for rest.
> * Qive us, O, give us rest!""

In vain,
Nature, upon her child,
With her fair face hath smiled !
She cannot case his pain:
She has no balm
The throbbing heart to calm,
Or drive thought's hurrying ciowd from that dis-
tracted brain :
The mournful mother rocks him on her breast,
She cannot give him rest.

For rest
11ave aii mea ixboured, all thie celduries round :
O quest !
By - 11 men followed ard by none yet found:
The task-like spell, by wicked wizard bound,
Grows with the labour; with the boon the need;
The distance seems to lengthen with the speed;
The goal still to recede.

The camel kneels,
‘With mute appeals

In her mild eyes, against the erushing load;
At the sharp-pricking goad,
The ox, with mighty strain,

Lowers his broad front in menace vain,

His strong, fierce neck is tugzing at the yoke;
And quivering to the stroke,

Upon the mission speeds the fiery horse,

Nor spares his gencrous life to close the headlong.

caurdes
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Nature at lenath,
As fain that man should rest

Gives up her decper sccrets to his prayer ;
To his behest .

Her mighty forces shall ohedience yicld,
Her empire he shall share,
Yea! he shall wield
All her resistless strength;

Fven that which heavedthe mountains, and which

. maves .
The starvy wheels in their unerring grooves.

‘With grind and groan,
_ With clank and moan,
Their task the prisoned forces ply ;—
The great wheels fly
&As if they wove the web of fute ;
Aund to and fro, amid the roar,
8Bqualid creatures pace the floor;
Slaves of those iron wheels are they,
Bound their impulse to abey.
And upon their bidding wait;
‘While to their service dumb,
Not only men are given,
But childish troops are driven,
And women come,
Till every heart with wearincss is numb.

&till uature grants
E'resh creatures of her power man’s nceds to
serve,
Lo! a fierce creature pants
‘To do his bidding and his burdens bear ;
And its keen nerve
flath the tamed lightning in his scrvice spent;
Ae laden with its message forth it went,
Nor maved the midnight air.

But faster beat
The hearts to whom that message comes.
« Haste! make the task complete;
Haste ! let the rousing drums
Gather strong men to do the woik of war !”
And wide and far,
As speeds the message, hands their labour ply
Paster; the forge npon the miduight sky
B8ends up n steadier glare,
While instruments of death shriek bodings of de-
spair.

Now he shall rest!
The mighty mother takes him to her breast,
O mockery ! this is not the rest he craves—
This dread, this utter stillness is the grave's.

What voice doth dare
Say ** I will” to the universal prayer?

Above the din

The strife and sin.
Of toiling centuries, sonnds the bidding blest !

¢ Come, I will give you rest.”
{Not 10 lay down your burdens, but to bear!
'Tis but to learn the yoke of love to wear.)
And weariest of the weary, as was meet,
‘Walking those ¢ nturies with bleeding feet,
Obeyed, and found that Rest unutterably s-veet.

Isa Crale.

0
¢t What is the ground of your hope ?”

Tae following interesting letter, in answer
to the above question, we submit to the read-
er, under the conviction that it will speak
home to the experience of very many, and
may serve to warn ministers when dealing
with young converts :—
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* My Deanr Sin,~-Most cheerfully do I ac-
cede to your request, as I belicve that request
; is in perfect harmony with the injunction of
i the Apostle Peter, who exhorted the believers
, to whom he wrote to “sanctify the Lord God
in their hearts, and to be ready always to
give an answer to every man that asked them
a reason of the hope that was in them, with
meekness and fear,”  But, dear sir, before
showing you clearly and distinetly the ground
of my hope that maketh not ashamed, permit
me briefly to lead your mind to my past reli-
. grious, or rather irreligious history; for truly
. I was then without God and without hope in
" the world.  All my profession of religion was
“founded on fecling—excited fecling ; and 1
. am afraid wany are pursuing the same course
 of iniquity, for «as m water face answereth tor
face, so the heart of man to man.” Well do
1 remember the period when my mother, who
was a pious Christian, and who certainly had
overleaped the boundary wall of her own
system, and had appropriated a whole Sa-
viour to herselt, pressed earnestly on my at-
tention the solemn duty of joining the church
i to which she belonged. From my infancy
i T had been rather of a religious cast of mind :
and having arrived at the age of cighteen,
these facts were urged as weighty reasons
why I should make a public profession of re-
ligion. After repeated entreaties, 1 at last
consented to apply for membership. During
the interim that elapsed between my consent-
ing and a Klication, I experienced great mis-
givings of heart that all was not right. Yet
sometimes it bore upen my mind, that [ was
as good as most, and better than many pro-
fessors in the church; at other times that
was, or might be, a Christian by birth, having
been born of godly purents; or 1 might
grow into it by degrees. Such were some of”
Satan’s suggestions which he busily plicd me
with, to delude my poor guilty soul. At last
I resolved to go forward, thinking that if 1
was wrong, the minister would detect my er-
ror, and set me right. I determined to an-
swer frankly whatever questions he might put
to me. One afternoon I called on the min-
ister, who received me very kindly, to whom
I :aade known in few words my intentions.:
He highly approved of my resolution, and be-
ing seated, he began by making a few preli-
minary remarks on the duty of Christians.
uniting together as a church, to commemorate
the dying love of the Lord Jesus; he then
put a few questions from the Shorter Cate-
chism, to which I gave prompt and satisfac-
tory replies, as I had them by rote when
at school. He took for granted that I was
acquainted with the Confession of Faith, and
other standards of the church; and thus
passed off my examination for a church of
Christ. There was more of feeling than
faithfulness displayed. On parting, he said,
‘that he was so wel{ leased with the amount
of information which I ppssessed and my
previous good character, I need not call back-

,
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again, but just come forward with the other
young persons when notice should be given.
Now, my dear friend, what think you of such
a scene? It was the first time that I was sat-
isfied with myself, because my Christianity
was now sanctioned by ministerial authority.
O these loose admissions; who can estimate
the injury inflicted upon immortal souls! In
our day, when religion is fashionable, thou-
sands of every grade and shade of character
crowd into the church of God; the open-
ly profane anly being excluded, and' scarcely
these, so broken down are the walls of Sion.
O'! that God would arise and plead his own
cause, and vindicate his glorious character;
that the eyes of the blind leaders of the
blind may be opened, ere they both fall into
the pit of endless perdition. Remember
that the church on earth and the church in
heaven are but ane socicty : the one perfect
and the other imperfect.  They must experi-
ence the same pesee and security, and be
able to sing the same song—* Unto him that
loved ue and washed us in his blood.” But
tu procced. Thurse.y being the Fast-day,
«* was appointed that all those who had made
application and were approved of should be
publicly admitted. I attended with much
pleasure, thinking all was right, and trusting
that “ there was some good thing in me to-
wards the Lord Ged of Israel.”
mon we were called forward, when the min-
ister gave us many judicious councils and
solemn admonitions ; when prayer was offer-
ed up, and tokens were put n our hands, we
were dismissed. TFrom Thursday to Sabbath
my mind was much occupied with meditation
and prayer. The much longed-for day arri-
ved, when I was to take my seat at the table
of the Lord. I felt as if I had an intense
Tove to the Saviour, though he was then to
me an unknown God. High as my feelings
were, they rose to a perfect eestacy of delight
by “ the action sermon,” so that when I sat
down at the communion' table, I felt as if
those pure pleasures which flow from the
thirone of God were let down upon m, soul.
But, alas! my excited feelings were like the
morning cloud and early dew, that sooun van-
isheth away.

* Our sacramental occasions, you know,
were quarterly, and very soon their return be-
came irksome, and a burden to my mind, for
my heart was pursuing after other objects.

- Oh, I fet thnse seasons to bea restraint, a
Bar in my path of worldly en‘joyment. For
a week or two previous to the communion

Sabbath, I was uneasy and, unhappy, and felt
as if a great load were lifted off my consci-
ence, so that when it was past, Iindulged in
my own ways. Many a time have I entered
‘the church quite undecided whether I should
communicate or not; and it was often under
some momentary excitement, occasioned by

. an appeal to the feelings more than to the

heart, that I \'énnsed tremblingly forward to |

desecrate the tabld of the Lord. ~ I regulaly

After ser-,
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attended the ministrations of the Wouse of
God, and attempted family and private
duties; but, O! they were done in a cold,
formal, and heartless manner. I took too
much for granted. Doing the best 1 could,
"and trusting to Christ for the rest, was the
text of my unconverted life. Miserable the-
,ology ! Fatalism Christianized! These senti-
, ments were engendered and nourished by the
topinions I had espoused. The teaching was
truly « heterogeneous mass.  Christian duties
formed the great scope of the sermons, in
- which there was almost nothing to the sinner
- but weeping and wailing, or sometimes ane
attempt to reconcile irreconcilable man-mude
“difficulties. This, my friend, is u mere out-
line, from which T would turn anay more in
i sorrow than in anger. That there are many
good men under that system, I have no doubt ;
but it is evident that their practice has over-
, stept their Erinciple. Twenty years and more
did I worship an unknown God, harassed and
. perplesed with doubts and fears, expecting
. some strange, mysterious, irresistible influ-
. ence to transform my soul in God’s time. I
. waited in vain.  But by the kind providence
 of God,and by a combination of ircumstances,
- I wasplaced under the preaching of the glori-
;ous gospel of the blessed God. ‘The first
, thing that arrested my attention was ata pray-
er meeting, when the minister gave a practi-
,cal exposition of the 110th Psalm. That,
; under the teaching of the Spirit, subdued the
. prejudice that I had cherisked against the
. sneaker, soTdetermined to “ prove all things.”
, Ou the Sabbath following, the nature of the
jatonement was taken up and Tlogically and
“scripturally discussed. Then a flood of hea-
, venly light broke in upon my mind by which,
. I saw clearly ihat all was wrung with me. I
,had wroneg views of God, of Jesus, of the
. Spirit, and_of the great plan of salvation.
,Formerly I had viewed the atonement ot
. Jesus as a mere commercial transaction, se-
curing every blessing to all for whom it wes
.made. But when my eyes were opened by
the Haly Spirit to the knowledge of the truth,
1 saw that, initself considered, it secured the
. salvationor none ; but thatin believiug, every
blessing for time and eternity can be extract-
, ed from it ; seeing that he is a Saviour for all
; —for the whole world—having tasted death
, for every man without exception or distine-
tion. Sol took God at his word; aud have
 found in my sweet experieuce that it is im-
possible for God to lie. After sermon I went
home with a light heart, enjoying a sense of
God’s forgiving fuvour ; and at the same time
'burdcne'l with gratitude for the good news
| and glad tidings I had received, I hastened
i to my closet, and there poured out my whole
, heart in prayer to my heavenly Father,
: thanking him for his long sparing mercies iu
 bearing so long with such a_hell-deserviug
. rebel,  Here I dedicated myself to the Lord,
and ascribing all to his free and sovereign
. grace, in muking me an heir of God, and

N
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joiut heir with Christ. O ! the peace of God
that passeth all understanding flowed into
my soul, and it hath kept my heart and mind.
Such, my deuar friend. is the ground of my
hope. Christ, and him crucified, whe loved
me, and gave himself for me; he is all my
satvation, and my desire. Remember religi-
onis a reality; look at the experience of

Bible sainte; religion is the same now as it ;

was then. O, do uot deceive yourself as 1
have done. Test vourself by the word of
God ; believe that God is now well pleased
with the work of Jesus for all our sins: for
his blood cleanseth from all xin. “There is no
happiness but in Gad. * O 1taste and see
that God is good.” good to all, and therefore
good to you. Believe and live, and then you
will experience a real happiness hitherto un-
felt.

“Thrice happy they who God in Christ have
kncwn -
To be their portion, glory, and reward;
A sure foundation and chicf corner stone,
On whom their hupes alone for heaven are

reared . .
Nor feel his noly laws’ most strict requirements
hard.”

it () e

The Church in Nova Scotia.

rd

The following extracts of a letter lately re-
-cetved from oue of the missionaries recently
sone to Nova Scotia, may interest the readers
of the ¢ Record,’ and attract the attention of
Gaelic preachers to the important field of
usefulness open to them in that thriving co-
lony. The letter was written without the
slightest idea of its meeting the eye of any
but intimate friends, and gives an aceount of
the state of the Church there exactly as the
writer found it.

After narrating the unpleasant impressiona
made by the first view of the colony after
landing, and the discomfort of travelling on
bad roads, tne writer thus gives his experi-
ence of his first Sunday in Nova Scotia :—

¢‘The first Sabhath { was in Nova Scotial
preached in one of Mr. M'Kay's churches, to
well on to athousand hearers. It was late in
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turncoats, or left for their native land, where
they got charges. My predecessor had for a
number of years to dispense, without any «o-
sistance, the ordinances of religion to about
fourteen different congregations. Lo his zeal
and steady adlierence to the Church of Scot-
land is owing the existence of our Church at
all in this provinee. -

Of the condition of the people, he says :—

*'I'he people here seem to live very comfort-
ably; most of them have got a piece of land
with a pair of horses, some cows, and & few
English sheep. They have far more com-
fortable houses, wooden though they are,
than the small farmers and working-classés
at hame have got. Every family has some
kind of a carriage, called in this country wag-
gons.’

‘The following is his account of a communion
Sabbath :—

¢ I assisted lately 2 neighboring minister at
his communion, and sueh a turn.out of car-
riages and horses I never saw anywhere. [
asked ouc of the elders how many carriages
might be present, and he aaid, From a hun-
dred and fifty to two hundred, and with about
as many saddle-horses.  The order and quiet-
ness observed, and the attention paid by the
people, could not be exceeded. ‘Thuse that
worshiped outside the church sat without
leaving till the whole servic:s were conclud-
ed. On my remarking afterwarls to the
minister my delight at seeing the people so
attentive to the services of the dav, he tolll

me what sarprised me a good deal. He said
y he had upwards of 200 families forming his
; congregation, and that, so far as he could
learn, there was uot a family in which war-
, ship was not kept every morning and eveniag.
i Judzing from their conversation and attend-
; ance on religious ordinances, they seem to be
; more pious than the people at home as a mass
are. Drcunkenness is almost unknown here. T
was lately rold that, in this connty, no man
is allowed to sell spirits. I only saw one
man ths worse of drink since coming out.
. And as for illegitimacy again, it is almost un-
known in this country. Such things are, dn-
dred, very encouraging to ministers.
i Inis conntry is, without doubt, a grand"

'
i

the week before they knew that there was to | fisld for Gaelic ninisters, who cin make
be service in the church. else I might have had : themselves content minus some of the com-
hetween 1200 and 1300 people. Many a, forts of home. It would be qaite eusy for an,
hearty shake of the hard did I get from the , active Gaelic preacher to get a charge nere a:
true-hearted Highlanders after I came ont of , present?
church. Ever since I came to the colony I° These extracts arc suggestive of many re-
have met with the greatest kinduess from ail  marks, syme of them not much to the credit of
classes of the peopie.’ . the ** old conntry,” on which, however, I wiil
He then goes on to narrate the steps which, nut now enter.  But surely our Gaelic-speak-
ied to his settiement as pastor of the congre- ; ing probationers are not consalting their in-
tion of M'Lennan's, Mountain, of which and | rests, nor dsing theie duty, in iilidg away
of its former pastor, Dr. M°G:llivray, he thus | their time at home, waiting for benefices whica
writes:— they never obtain, and where, if they were
*Iuisthe oldest congregationin the Provinen , scttled, they might have no great comfort;”
of Norva Scotia connected with the Church of | while they negloct such openings ia vur cu- |
Scotland. At the disruption, all the winis. | Juaics as my correspondent refers to, where
ters in the county of Pictou either became, there are large congregativus of people "goo

~
-

*
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taining the best traits of our national charac-
ter, ready to receive them' with open arms,
and to contribute in every way they can to
their peraonal comfort and professional use-
fulness,
A Higuraxp MINISTER.

«<H. & F. Missionary Record of the Church
of Scotland. .
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Moetings of Halifax Presbytery.

THIs conrt met i~ St. Matthew’s Church on
the 5th August, according to appointment.
Members preasmt were the Rev. G. W. Stew-
act, Moderator, and Rev. Messrs. Martin,
Boyd, and Grant, ministers; Representative
Elders—Mr. W. A. Hesson, anc Mr. Jaumes
Marstall. The Rev. Mr. Philip, missionary
at Truro, being present, was reguested to sit
and deiberate at all meetings. The Rerv.

r. Grant having been appointed Moderator
for the ensuing year, the minutes of last ordi-
nary meeting, as ulso those of a pro re nata
meeting, were read and sustained. Mr. Grant
reported that according to iustructions, he
had been in communication with the Rev.
1. McRae. Newfoundiand, and that without
corresponding with the Colonial Committee,
he bad fearned that there was a clear under-
standing with the Presbytery of Pictou as to
the appointment of Mr. Philip to Truro ; and
that he had written o Musquodoboit and
T'ruro anent ministerial support.

There was laid on the tublé a communica-
tion from the congregation at Little River,
Musquodoboit ; and Peter Cruikshanks, Esq.
appearing as delegate from that congregation,
and £80 being promised for the ensuing year,
the Presbytery agreed to continue Mr. Stew-
art’s entire services at Musquodoboit.

There was laid on the table a communica-
tion from Truro; and Mr. Peter Archibald
appearing as delegate therefrom, and £75
currency being promised for the vear fur Mr.
Philip’s services, the Presbytery instructed
Mz, Philip to continue to labor at Truro and
its vicinity.

It was reported by Mr. Stewart that he had
received from Musquodoboit, for the past
half year, £21 5s. 3d., and from the Halifax
Missionary Association, £23. The Clerk was
instruoted to furrish him with the usual certi-
ficute for drawing the balance of his salary
from-the Colonial Committee. The Modera-

tar and Clerk were appointed a committee for !

earrving out certain instructions of the Pres-
hetery in communicating with the Colonial
Committee and with the Churches at Mus.
quodoboit and Truro. .

The next mecting was appointed for the
firy Wednesday of November, Mr. Philip to

peeach the Prosbytery sermon.
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ber. Present —the Rev. Mr, Grint, Moders-.,
tor, Rev. Mesars. Murtin, Boyd, aud Stewart,
ministers, and Mr. W. A, Hesson, Elder.
After prayer by the Moderator, the minutes.
of last ordinary meeting were read and ap-
proved of ax correct.

Mr. Martin reported that since the last
meeting, he had heen able to visit and preach
at various places throughout the hounds of
the Synod.

Mr. Stewart reported that he had heen
wholly employed in ministerial work at
Musquodoboit.  He laid on the table £17 2s.
64d. of arrears, with a letter from the Church
intimating the same, and explaining that
something additional may be expecied by the
next meeting. At this most encouraging
state of things at Musquodobwit, the Presby-
tery express high satisfaction.

The Moderator reported that the Clerk and
he, obeying the Preshytery’s instructions, had
written te' the Colonial Committee, and to
Musquodoboit and Truro, on the matters en-
joined. ‘Fhe Colonial Commitice, by letter,
intimated that they allow for Truro £60, and
for Musquodobit £30 sterling, for one year,
in both cases. They cannot depart from their
usual practice, in reference to the building
grant at Truro.

Tae Presbytery resolved to institute a Pres-
byterial Home M‘ision Fund, exhorting all
ministers and missionaries within their bounds
to raise in their respective congregations and
stations, as large sums as possible to enable
the Presbyterv to meet engagements to the
missionaries within their bounds. Mr. John
Doull to be requested to act as T'reasurer, and
the sums now in the Presbytery’s hands to be
paid in to him.

The Clerk was ordered to instruct Mr.
Philip to furnish the Presbytery with a writ-
ten report of his labours, at next ordinary
meeting ; also, that he is appointed to supply
service in Halifax, on the fourth Sabbath of
this month, and to preach the next Presbytery
sermon.

The next meeting was appointed for the
first Wednesday of February, 1864,

0

Hdlifax Young Men’s Christian As-
sociation.

THE second lecture of the present course be-
fore this Association was delivered at Temper-
ance Hall on Tuesday evening last.  Notwith-
standing the inclemency of the weather, near-
ly every seat was occupied, and—what was.re-
markable for the gatherings under thisasso-
ciation lately,—the greater portion of this
large audience was compaosed of the sterner
sex. His Worship the Mayor occupied the
chair. After singing and prayer, the chair-

man introduced the Rev. Mr. Grant ax the

An ordinary meeting of this court was held ; lecturer for the evening. In opening his ad-

in 8. Mmitiew’s Church on the 4ih Novem-

! dress, Mr. Grant stated that he was hardly
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satisfied with the title given to his lecture in
the public announcement, and went on to ex-

lain that the committee of the Association,
i:u'ing decided on a course of lectures on one
subject,.as likely to be more interesticg and
edifying than those of a miscellaneous charac-
ter which had hitherto been delivered, had
selected Church History, and had appropriated
to him the duty of opening up the subjoct,
which he intended to do by glancing at the so-
sial and moral effects of the reformation, the
growth of Christianity—and the aims of the
early reformers. The Re¥. gentleman gave
a rapid sketch of Church history, detailing
the services which the eeclesiastical govern-
naent of Rome had rendered to the world dur-
ing the early ages, in fostering learmng and
protecting, with a strong arm, the social as

well as the ecclesiastical polity from the:

hordes of barbarians that were ready to over-
whelm the sacred structures of society which
were then in their infancy,—he ridiculed the
popular opinion that Christianity was barren
—stagnant—blighted during what was term-
ed the ¢ dark ages,” ard asserted that during
that long period, science and philosophy flour-
ished in the monasteries and cells of religious
communities, and that during this same peri-
od, Christianity was gathering that strength
which was afterwards necessury to support
her through the trials that awaited her on-
ward course. The aims and motives of the
early reformers were then bricfly touched up-
on, with particular reference to Martin Lutker.
agd the part of the work which he accomplish
ed.

The le:ture throughout was replete with in-
formation and matter for thought,—while the
liberality of sentiment, and utter abnegation
of sectarian bias or bigotry gave a peculiar
charm to the facts and opinions enunciated.
The peroration was eloquent,—and one could
nat help feeling that if the union of the two
diverse creeds, which the lectmier predicted
as likely eventually to take place, was ever
to be brought about, how mueh that wished
for time might be accelerated by the promul-
gation of such enlarged and liberal sentiments
as those which were embodied in the lecture
of the Rev. G. M. Grant.

The Rev. Mr. Lathern was announced to
deliver the next lecture,—on “ The Reforma-
tion in England."—Colonist.

]

A Home Mjssion Fund.

Tne pusition which our Church has now
reached ought to be a subject at once of con-
gratulation and grititude. By an extraordi-
nary effort, several vacant stations have been
at least temporarily supplied, and the means
placed within our reach of permanently
strengthening and extending the Church.

w7

These means, it is scarcely necessary to state,
are the-acquitition recently of not fewer than
seven clargymen to our slender staff of la-
horers. 'We have thus been enabled to aup-
ply stated and regular services to Trure,
River John, Pugwash, Barney’s River, Mc-
Lennar’s Mountain, the Mission Stations in
the Island, and also, to a partial extent, the
widely scattered settlements occupied by our
numerous adherents in Cape Breton. Of all
these, however, it ought to be remembered
that only one is an old, established congrega-
tion ; the others are for the most part weak,
and though some of them are advancing with
great spirit towards the mark of self-susten-
tation, all of them iequire encouragement,
most of them wiil need aid and careful nursing -
for some time to come.

When we sent for ministers to Scotland,
we undertook a very grave responsibility—
that of providing them not only with a field
of labour, but also of securing the means of a
respectable subsistence. That responsibility
rests upon us now ; and if we are true to our-
selves we will be true to them, and we know
of no other mode of adequately meeting our
obligations than the adoption and carrying
out of some organization having for its ohject
the realization of funds sufficient to meet our
requirements. If we neglect to do this, the
conclusion is self-evident. In a year or two.
we will be in as great straits as ever, with the
additional difficulty of having thrown away u
great opportunity, which, under the circum-
stances, we need not expect to be presented
to us again. In the Preshyterv of Halifax,
the Rev. Mr. Stewart has been appointed to
the charge of Musquodoboit,—a congrega-
tion which, wa may almost,say, he has had
the merit of organizing himself, but which
has hitherto dune but little towards support-
ing a minister. During the present year, we
ohserve from the Report of the last meeting
of Halifax Presbytery that it has promised
£80 a year, and as it grows in strength and
organization may be expected gradually to
give more ; but the above is all in the mean-
time. Truro, a young and much weaker con-
gregation, numerically speaking, has given ity
voung minister a bond for £75, which is good
for a beginning. In the Presbytery of Pic-
tou, we have Mr. Law laboring at Pugwasl,
which can scarcely be expected to contribute
more than half a shlavy, £75. A minister has
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been inducted to River Jokin, and the stipend
settled for the first year is £80. Mr. Me-
William, we understand, is laboring at Bar-
ney’s River and adjacent places,—in which,
should a settlement take place, not more than
£100 or £120 could be expected as the max-
imum. In P. E.Island stations, the Rev.
Mr. Cullen'is laboring. Itis true these pta-
tions promised and paid to the Rev. Mr,
Grant £150, but thenche did an amount of
work which it would be unreasonable to ex-
pect from any man, inasmuch as uo one wer-
son could have continued to perform it with-
out serious and permanent injury to his con-
stitution. Should these stations contribute
£100 Nova Scotia currency for a year or two,
we could not, considering all things, find
much fault with them. In Cape Breton,
which has been so long neglected, and whers,
besides, there is more poverty than wealth,
we are afraid that for the first year even a
permanent missionary would not realize mucle
more than £50.

We do not mention McLennan’s Moun-
tain, as we are happy to say that it is now
u)f-suppértiqg. - .

We have thus gone over the different ata-
tions occupied by our new ministers. ‘Taken
in the aggregate, they are seven in number—
and, according to our moderate computation,
may yield a gross annual revenue of £560—
- viz.: Musquodoboit, £80; Tshro, £75; Pug-
wash, £75; River John, £80 ; Barney’s Riv-
er, £100; P. E. 1, £100; Cape Breton, £50.
‘This we should cdll the maximum for the first
vear, and certainly will not exceed, it may be
hardly come up to, that figure. This sum has
to be divided among seven clergymen, giv-
ing an average of £80 a-year to each. Al-
lawing the low standard of £150 currency to
each, this will leave the not inconsiderable
sum of £490 to be provided from other quar-
ters,  This is Jeaving out of account the con-
uregations of the Rev. Mr. Gunn and the
Rev. Mr. McCurdy, It is true that if we do
not or are not able to raise the supplement
required, the Church at Home may and pro-
bably will, for a year or so, make up the de-
ficiency—but that is a contingency which
should not be thought of under searcely any
civcumstatices, and at best can only bé ex-
pected to afford a temporary relief.

‘We have now placed before the members
of ‘our Church, in very plain and simple lan-
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guage, the extent of the requirements to be:
met in the Home Field; and the next ques-
tion is naturally the consideration how they
are to be met. We trust that it is not neces-
sury to say a word ‘as to the importance, the
absolute neceseity of putting forth everv ef-
for; to keep the ground we have taken up.’
Unless we do 80, we, as u Church, ard a dis-"
tinctive religious body in this Province, will!
be exposed to great danger. Nor can we'
otherwise see much prospect of being able to
keep together. This is a cause, then, we
scarcely require to use any argument in plead-
ing. The tacts stated above ought to he suf--
ficient for every purpose ; if they are not, no-
thing that we could say is very likely to. be
more effectual. - *
A few words, then, as to the manner in
which the sum of £490 might be raised. And
first of all, we think it would be well for each
Preshytery to endeavour, by an organisation
within itself, to provide for and be responsi-
ble for its own Missionary requirement. We:
are not afraid but that the rich Presbytery of
Halifax could easily find ways and means of
realising ita" deficiency of £150. It consists
at present of three rich and long established
congregations, and we have little fear that
with the stamina, both lay and clerical, with-
in them, that duty will be both an ease and
a pleasure to them. To the Presbytery of

1Pictou the burden would be much heavier,

while the means are not so great. £295isa
large sum to he provided by a strictly rurai
Presbytery; but this includes Cape Breton,
and we have litttle doubt that for a year or
two the Church at Home would cheerfully
undertake the responsibility of providirg. for -
that tqo long neglected field. Would £200°
then, be too much for eight established con.
gregations to raise annually for a time, to up-
hold their weaker brethren ? We can scarce-
ly think so, and if well apportioned und sys-
tematically looked after, would neither be felt
nor grudged. The comparatively small sum
of £50 would remain for the Presbytery of
Prince Edward Island, to be met by one con-
gregation with !arge means, and another with .
larger numbers. .

Such a plan would at once relieve the
Church from all anxiety in this direction for
the future. The repousibility, if fairly divi-
ded and judiciously managed, would be com-
paratively light upon each congregativn, and
the result would he most happy. Add to this
—we have a right to expect that each coming
yvear would find the claims decreasing in
awotnt, and in half-a-dozen yvears the greater
number of the stations we have mentioned
would probahly be flourishing and self-sup-
porting congregations—able it may be, in their
turn, to spare a little to younger and still ris--
ing stations, In conclusion, it is evident that
if we wish to maintain our present position, .
we must do something more than theorise,
The time is upon us, whén wé must devise
ard exscute, and we trust and believe that the”
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ergy which has ately been shown in secor-
g clergymen, will be followed up by the
hurch at lurge in finding means for sustain-
¢ them. If we once rerolve not to lose an
ich of the ground we have taken, we are
erfectly safe,—far of our capability of doing

there can be no question whatever. Let
s only say it smust, and it will be done.

Q

ews of Fomeale Missions in India.
To show how greatiy the nperations of the
ssociation have been exterdled within the
ear, 1t is orly necessary to state, that while
here were only 83 children in vour Ophan-
ea at the date of last vear's Report, there
re 144 now. And to appreciate truly the
importance of thix department of the work,
the peculiar position of these girle, and the
singular advantages they possess, must he
clearly understood. They are carefully pyo-
tected from the countless eorrupting and de-
grading influences of heathenism. The at-
mosphere they breathe ix pervaded, as it
were; with Christian kindness, purity and
eace. They are sedulously and successfully
mstructed in such knowledge and arts as will
prove most useful to them in after life. Their
minds are stored with the treasures of Divine
truth ; the character of the only living and
true God, and the love and nower of the 8a-
viour, are wisely and affectionately made
known. By judicious training, habit of or-
der, industry, and truthfulness, are formed
and esablished; and by close intercourse
with earnest and experienced Christians, their
hearts.are impressed, their dispositions.modi-
fied,*and their whole character moulded. And
when they. atiain to womanhood, they ave
sought in manisge by Christian young inen—
teachers and catechists—in whose labors they
often take an important part. Surely it may
be very-reasonably hoped that, by the Divine
blessing on such means, these girls will grow
up into intelligeat and pious women, worthy
of respect, love, and confidence as wives and
mothers, diffusing the Jight and exemplifying
the principles of the gospel, and adorning the
doctrine of Gad osur Saviour in all things, and
inall the offices and relations of life, And
the history of the native churches in India
proves that these hapes are justified by the
results—that He who alone can *give the
increase” does bestow His hlessing upon these
labors. Qut of many testimonies * this fact,
anly one need be selected, At the Liverpool.
Conference, the Rev, Mr. Leupolt, Benares,
read a valuable paper on Missionary Educa-
tion, wherein he gaid :—* Before leaving In-
dia I wrote down the names of all our con-’
werts, and classified them as far as we can
Judge; .and 1 found that we had more real
conversions from among eur orphans than
from our united efforts in preaching and in

schoole™

o oa.a
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Further, thera are now not fewor thary 8350
pupils in the dav schanls supported by the
Association.  And although compuratively
little henefit can he canferred on thase whn,
when out of schoo!, are placed in such unfi-
vorable circumstances, ad who are <o early
withdrawn from Christian {ustruction, yet as

i they receive the rudimerts of useful know.

ledge and religivua enlture, some good im-
pressions must he made even onsthem,  Knd
there are other very importart ennsequenees
which demand attention when the value of
ruch schools is estimated,  Tue educational
movement thus bepun in the Jover ranke of
Hindoa saciety has communicated an hirpalse
1o the higher which is full of promise to tie.
welfure of the woinen of Tud’a, A compmi-
son of tie present with the past may well ex-
cite emaotions of wonder and grajiwde, espe-
cially when the immolility of the native mind
and the tyranny of immemorial customs and
prejudices, are taken into accoumt. A few
short years ago it appeared an almost hope-
less task to induce Hinddos to educate-their
girls, or entruat them to the care of the mis.
sionaries ; now there are upwards of 21,000
girls in 490 Mission schools in India. Then
the education of women was umversally con-
sidered by the-natives as not only unnecessa-
rv and undesirable, but diacreditable and
fraught with danger to domestic peace and
matrimonial happiness; now female schools
are advocated. established, endowed, and
proudly patronised by the wmost enlightene.!
and influential memhers of the native commu-
nity. In Bombay, for ‘example, there are a:
least 2000 pupils in the Parsee girls’ schools,
and the well-educated Hindoos, with noble
emulation, are pursuing the same career of
improvemeént, : .
And no one can doubt that the progress
and final trinmph of the gospel in India are
essentially dependent on the enlightenment
and elevation of the native women. Inalmost
every Jand women have been most ready to
receive the glad message of salvation, and
most devoted in their attachment to the per-
ron and cause of the Saviour. But the cage
has heen sadly the reverse in India. There
they are the mast biguted adherents of Hin-
dooism, 1he bitterest opponentsof the entrance
of Christianity into the family circle. This is
a natural result of theignorauce in which they
have for long centuries been kept, and of the
degradation which has been so relentlessly
imposed upon them, and which they,at length,
with self-sacrificing devotedness to a higher
power and will, bave accepted as their desti-
ny. But every gleam of light will help 1o dis-
pel the delusion ; every movement ia favor of
female education must tend to their emanci-
pation, And as soon as Hiudoo females: are
able to contrast Christianity with Hindooism,
the results can scarcely be doubted. l'he
Shasters declare women to be' unworthy-of
knowledge and incapable of virtue ; the.Serip-;
tures show that they have an equal right te
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the bleasings of the one, and can wanifert the |
other in its notlest forms. BBy Hindooism,
wowan is treated as the slave of a man’s ne-
cessities ar his passiora; made to undergo
the heaviest toik, or outraged by the most
i jurious suspiciens ; by Christianity women
are made free, respected and influentinl—en-
lightened and happy themselves, and, what
may often he mare prized sull, enabled to im-
part light and happiness to others.  'Fo know
Christianity 15 to discern its divine origin and
mission.

In conclugion, your Committee desire to
tender their most sincere thanks to all mem-
bers of auxiliary associatious, congregations,
and Ssbbath-schools; to all collectors, and
subscribers und donors in India, Canada, and
at home, who afford their kind and most val-
uable usaistance in carrying on this great
work, And as it has been shown that the
Selds of labor'are so rapidly extending, the
prospects of sucerss so cheering, and the calls
for increased effort so urgent, they are en-
couraged to solicit and expect increased sup-
port.

And they heg, most earnestly and respect-
fully, to request all who have not hitherto
taken any interest in this enterprisé, to give
the aubjeet their serious and prayerful consi-
deration. Surely few undertakings can be
more deserving of hearty support than one
which has for jts object the promotion of the
welfure, temporal and eternal, of nearly 100
millfons of immortal beings who are now per-
ishing in darkness and helplessness. * Free-
Iy ye have received, freely give,” is said to
every Christian now, as emphatically as it was
said to thase who were first sent forth, into a
world sunk in selfishness, on their Master's
work of divine compassion and beneficence ;
and it must be the duty and privilege of ev-
ery ane, to whom God has given means and
opportunities of thus glorifying Him, to listen
to these words of the Saviour, and in His
name, and for His dear sake, to do all in
their power to promote the education of, and
and diffuse an elevating, puritying, and sav-
ing knowledge of the true God among, the
unhsppy daughters of India.

THE CHUGREH OF SCOTLAND

The Record,

Tue present number completes the' nin
volume of the Record, and we would take t}
opportunity of pressing upon the minist
and members of our various congregatio
the duty of making an earnest effort to i
crease its circulation, and consequently i
usefulness for the coming year. It is hope
that the arrangements, which have been en
tered into for its future management, will en
sure for it a greater amount of variety an
interest than it has hitherto possessed. W
shall leave the next number to speak for it
self as to the plan and spirit of the new regi
me. After a service of four vears, the pre
sent editor desires to be relieved from th
responsibility and labour of the editorial
chair, but hopes still to continue an accasion-
al contributor to the pager of this periodical.
For the future, the Monthly Record will be
conducted by a committeo of clergymen who
have undertaken the responsibility, and arein
every way qualified for the task. Under
these circumstances, we trust that a new era
of prosperity is about to open on our little’
periodical, and that it will find it way into
every family.

Communications of a business character
may be addressed, as formerly, to Mr. Jack-——
those intended for publicaticn, must be sent,
“To the Office of the Monthly Record, Pic-
tou”—if j.ossible, not fater than the 15th of
the month.

0

5" The Convener of the Statistical .Com-
mittee requests that those ministers and mis-
sionaries, who have not yet sent in their Sta-
tistics, would o 8o without delay, that the pa-
pers may be printed in the Record asearly as
possible.

0

Rev. Mr. Pollok will preach at Barney’s
River on the third Satbath in December,
and Rev. Mr. Stewart will supply Lochaber
on the same aay. .

The Presbytery of Pictou will meet for
Preshyterinl Visitation at Roger's Hill, on
10th Dec.; New Glasgow, 4th January ; Pic-

JANES SHERIFF, Hon. Sec.

tau, 18th January.

.

SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH

B

1863 - - HOME MISSION.

Nov.—Donation from Cape Breton, per Rev. Mr. Herdman. £ oo
1863 MISSIONARY SERVICES. -

Dec. 3.—Cash from Lochaber, per Rev. Mr. Siewart, . £313 &

Pictou, Dec. 3rd, 1863.

W. GORDON, Treasurer.. &
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