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A Teacher's Care.

TeACHER, watch the little feet

Climbing o'er the garden wall,
Bounding through the busy street,

Ranging cellar, shed and hall.
Never count the moments lost,
Never mind the time "twill cost,
Little feet will go astray—
Guide them, teacher, while you may.

Teacher, watch the little hand
Picking berries by the way,
Making houses in the sand,
Tossing up the fragrant hay.
Never dare the question, ask,
““Why to me this weary task?”
These same little hands may prove
Messengers of light and love.

Teacher, watch the little tongue,

Prattling, eloquent and wild ;
What is said, and what is sung,

By the happy, joyous child.
Catch the word while yet unspoken,
Stop the vow before 'tis broken,
This same tongue may yet proclaim
Blessings in the Saviour’s name.

Teacher, watch the little heart
Beating soft and warm for you ;
‘Wholesome lessons now impart,
Keep, O keep that young heart true.
Extricating every seed,
Plucking up the noisome weed,
Harvest rich you then may see
Ripening for eternity.

Tar greater the cost of obedience, the
brighter the crown of compensation.

! Magdala.

MAGDALA is the name given to a regiou at
the south-east corner of the fertile and once
| populous plain of G eth. Thither Christ
| came in a boat after the miracle of feeding
the four thousand (Matt. 15. 39). The word
| means a tower. The Magdala which gave her
name to Mary Magdalene is probably the
| modern El-Mejdel—a miserable little Muslem
| village of some twenty huts, shown in our pie-
| ture. It is now the only inhabited place in
this fertile plain once peopled like a hive.

ey <40 G O W

No Time.

| WE often hear professed Christian men ex-
| cuse th lves from any p | work in the
| church or Sunday-school by saying, ‘I have
| no time.” Yet we see that they tale time for
| business, for political gs, and for pl "
when they wish. They are too tired when they
come home from business or work at the close
of the day to go to prayer-meeting, yet they can
go out to concerts, clubs, etc., and remain until
a late hour. We also see men whoare as active
and diligent in business as they are, and as
successful, always at the prayer-meeting and
always in the Sunday-school. Some of our most
efficient superi dents and teachers are men
o P T g8g " oo

lawyers and others, whose lives are devoted to
business. How is this? How can one man
find time to work for the Lord, and another in
like circumstances say, ‘I have no time?"
There is something wrong here.—Sunday-school

Magazine.,
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school in the Dominion, averaging last year for
each scholar $3.41. This is not because it is a
richer school than most others, but because of
the admirable system by which it is conducted.
All its givings, we understand, are devoted to-
the cause of mitsions, no part being deducted
to defray running expenses and the like. Ite
great New Year’s gathering is a sight to behold.
All the Methodist schools in the city gatl er in
the great church, filling the vast gallery to the
very roof, and the utmost missionary enthu.
siasm is manifested.

The money givings of the school are the least
important results of this missionary training.
The children are brought into intelligent
acquainta/ce and intense sympathy with, the
cause of missions ; and when they grow up to
be men and women they retain that interest.
Hence, as we might expect, the adult mission-
ary givings of this church are the highest in
the Dominion, averaging $6.87 per member ;
and besides their money they give their pray-
ers, their sympathy, their intelligent co-oper-
ation in larger degree, we believe, than any
other church.

There are many schools having more elegant.
accommodation than this. Its rooms, while
comfortable and capecious, are neither lofty
nor elegant, nor very light or cheerful. It is

A Historic Sunday-School.

WE had the pleasure a short time ago of
visiting the oldest Sunday-school, we believe,
in the Dominion—the St. James Street Metho-
dist School, Montreal. Certainly it has the
oldest superintendent in the Dominion, if not
the oldest in the world —the venerable Senator
Ferrier, now in his 86th year. For nearly sixty
years he has been associated with this school,
and has witnessed successive generations of
scholars graduate from the school into the
church, and not a few graduate from the church
to the higher school of heaven. His own son,
Mr. James Ferrier, jun., informed me that he
was brought by his father to this Sunday-school
fifty-eight years ago, and he has been, we
believe, in constant connection with it ever
since. A third generation of this honoured
name is also engaged in teaching work in this
historic school. .
One special feature of this school, worthy of
imitation by all others, is its missionary zeal.

pproached through a narrow lane, where a
stranger has some difficulty in finding the way.
But though not so attractive as our Metro-
politan and many other schools, in all the real
essentials of a successful school, it takes high
rank. The scholars are brought to the Saviour,
and through their generous givings many a far-
off Indian mission and many a lonely missionary
have been cheered and gladdened and bl d

We are glad that our friends of this historic
church and school are soon to have a home
worthy of their history and worthy of their
zeal. One of the finest squares in the heart of
the great city of Montreal has been purchased,
and on it is to be erected what will doubtless
be the noblest Methodist church in the Domin-
ion, which is equivalent to saying the noblest
Methodist church in the world.

e —

You have a favorite or two in your class.
Their pretty manners, or faces, or dresses, or
minds absorb you. The others are treated
shabbily. Their heads and clothes are plain.
They do not like it. Do not be a respecter of

Its missionary givings are the largest of any

persons if you would succeed.
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B Donations for Poor Schools.
L I e e
W are greatly obliged to the kind friends

Chautauqua School of Theology, at Martha's
Vineyard, and afterward at the Florida Chau-
tauqua. He is an enthusiast in his department,
and his enthusi to others,

fant

who so g ly send us supplies of d
hand library books as donations for poor
schools. By their kindness we have been able
to distribute nearly 20,000 volumes to needy
schools all over the country, from Newfound-
land to British Columbia. We are continually
receiving urgent requests for such books, and
want all that we can get to supply the demand.
At the same time wili our friends suffer a word
of suggestion. It is useless to send back num-
bers of the 8. 8. papers. They do not contain
the current lesson, are generally crumpled, and
are not of sufficient value to be worth the
freight they cost. We prefer library books in
as good condition as possible. The 8. 8. Board
will send new papers to new and poor schools
for half price if necessary, or, if they cannot
pay that, will send them free.

A Word to Correspondents.

PerMIT also & word to correspondents. Be
very particular about giving names and ad-
dresses, stating Province and Conference. We
often receive requests for 8. 8. supplies written
in pencil on a post card, so illegibly that it is
almost impossible to make them out. Then if
the name of the Province or Conference is
omitted, we have to turn to a Gazetteer or P. O,
Directory, and then look through the Minutes
of half a dozen Conferences before we can get
the full address. This takes up much time.
The Sunday-school correspondence has so in-
«creased that it is a very serious tax on our time,
frequently taking up the whole morning. In
asking help please use the forms of application
sent, and fill up answers to all the questions
asked, and especially give addresses in full. It
is much trouble and iderabl to

He is the most brilliant lecturer on New Testa-
ment Greek we ever heard. He brings out
inner meanings that are plain to those who
know not a word of the original. His greatest
success has been his Correspondence School.

As Dean of this School he is personally con-
ducting by letter the studies of nearly six
hundred students of Bible Greek, scattered
throughout the United States and British Pro-
vinces, South America, England, India, China,
and Japan,

As Dean of the Chautauqua School of Theo-
logy he is personally conducting by letter the
studies of three hundred students of vheology,
and officially directing the Professors and
students in eight departments and four special
courses,

Young ministers and Sunday-school teachers
wishing information should write him for cir-
culars, His address is 38 Boomfield Street,
Boston, Mass,

Are our Libraries Doing what they
might for our Young People ?

\We are afraid that the charge in the follow-
ing clipping from the Christian Advocate largely
applies to schools this side of the line. Too
often the chief purpose of the library is thought
to be to amuse, or at best to interest, and too
seldom to profit and instruct. The Advocate
saYS i —

“Our children are each week given their
choice of from two to three hundred tales of
frothy sentimentalism ot h, they
will not read the higher literature ! They dis-
relish science, his*ry, biography, and explora-
tion. Even th: dard works of fiction are
of no interest to . . They will not partake
of whol intellecvual food—therefore the

-change addresses of periodicals after they are
put in type in the mailing sheet.
W. H. Wirnrow,
Secretary Sunday-School Board,

Correspondence School of New
Testament Greek.

WE had the pleasure of first meeting Prof.
Alfred A. Wright, Dean of the Correspondence
School of New Testament Greek and of the

Sabbath-school must provide them with un-
limited quantities of electrified mush! Dr,
Johnson reprovingly put off his knee a little
irl who confessed she never read Pilgrim's
grogrm. Where, nowadays, is the little glirl
who has? Even the boy who thoughtfully
reads Robinson Crusoe has become a rarity,
The evil is in the air, and its causes are too
te, and its q too numerous, to
be discussed in a ph. But what is the
practical duty of the Sunday-school in the
case? Is there a class of literature sufficiently
lively to appeal to the flippant taste of a modern
boy or girl, which is at the same time edifying
and nutritious?”




198 SUNDAY SOHOOL BANNER.

We beg in this tion to call ti
to the following article :—
SUNDAY-8CHOOL LIBRARIES,

In answer to the question, ‘Shall we have
libraries in our Sunday-schools?” we would
answer, ** Yes,” with emphaais. Very likely
there are a ha!f-dozen families in your school
who have all the reading they can use, while
the large majority dornd upon_the fireside
de t of the county p.rr. Many of the
children never touch a book from the year's
bqlnnh_ﬂ.h its close, except the school text-
book. e bare huxdllns of books, the care of
them by the scholars, and the peculiar sight of
them on the tables in homes, is itself a little
education not to be disregarded.

ted it. The most difficult class to provide
for is that of men frem sixteen to twenty.
“Tip Cat " and **Aunt Jane's Hero” are excel-
lent for this class.

Mrs. Prentiss’s books, Mrs. Whitney’s, Miss.
Alcott's, Rose Porter's, and Pansy's earlier
books chould be in om Iihn?'. “Ben-Hur"
should have a place, Mrs. Jackson's Indian
story, ** Ramona.”

Every qunrtmcntl olﬂ cl:‘mt‘:m should hbo
represented ; not only ion, but biography,
history, and travel. Miss Ninde's new boo{,
“We Tw: Alone in Europe,” should be ordered
for every Sunday-school library.

There lhonlc{ be a small department of
science, represented by such bools as Bishop
Warren's ** Recreations in Amonom{." Iam

the s

Of course the first work of the Sunday-school
is moral and religious t hing. S lary to
this is the forming of reading habits, which
itself is a safeguard, and the cultivation of a
literary taste. Whatever the child carries
home, whether it is the remembrance of the
earnest words which you as teacher have im-
printed on the memor{. or the book tucked
snugly under the arm, it will hold him to the
school through the six days.

Since the Sunday-school library determines
the literary taste for so many of our children,
the selection of books should be more carefully
made. If the l[I)eep at the outside world is
taken through the pen of a sentimental writer,
or through the eyes of some shallow visionary,
how can the youth learn to know and love the
truth of real life, which is the ground-work of
every good book? The idea that only those
books do harm which are pronouncedly bad is a
wrong one. A book may do harm from its very
weakness, from belittling truth and sacred
things.

pposing the age library where um of
money to be expended is limited e i
ary dej ent should surely contain that

wonderful book, * From Boston to Bar eilly.”
Even if you must start with a small library,
get good books, and it will be much easier to
raise money for additions.—Jennie M. Bingham
in 8. 8. Journal.
R ——

Tue Sunday-school is constantly becoming
more important as an instrument of the
churches. It is the chief source from which
they are to recruit their numbers, It fur-
nishes the churches with members of the choicest
quality, and further fits them as hearers to
receive a wide range of truth, and as laborers
to work more effectively. It trains to benevo-
lence those to whom the churches must
look in the future for revenues to carry on
their work. It incites Christian homes to

ter zeal, and enforces their teachings in
‘vesh and varied forms, It supplies a connect-
ilng link between the churches and the world,

»

Do not buy a library *‘en masse,
the books are bound alike, or are cheaper so. It
is too much like getting your library by the
pound.* Each book ought to be known to a
certain extent, either through its author or
some reliable book notice. If you have in your
school several bookish persons, it would {)e a
good plan in selecting your library to ask the
members of the school, who choose to do so, to
bring the following Sunday the names of books,
with their authors, which they would like to
have in the library. This will give scholars
a voice in the selection, and stimulate them to
the reading of book ntices. Give these lists to
a competent committee, and they can soon cull
out what is undesirable.

Every age of childhood and youth should be

idered in the selecti ou will find the
little girls are easily suited. Any thing that is
a story pleases them, The little boys are not
80 easily suited. A certain library 1 on its
catalogue Mrs. Miller’s book, ‘“The Bears’ Den,”
and every small boy in that Sunday-school

[* Yet it the books -andldon-I! selected, and are all
of a good we do not d that our cor-
nﬁondem would object to their being bound alike, or
old cheaply. Of this sort are the "[‘h Libraries,”
issued by the Methodist Publishing House. —Eo.]

a relig home to multitudes who
would otherwise be without religious instruc-
tion, and wins favar for religion in communitios
new and old. It is beyond all question the
chief instrument by which organized Chris-
tianity is to meet and conquer the dangerous
foreign t in the population of this
country.— Pilgrim Teacher.

Oxk class of superintendents is ‘‘great” on
singing, another on order, anotl. -~ on responsive
readings, another on blackboard exercises, an-
other on reviewing the lessons, etc  The ten-
dency of many a superintendent is to over-
emphasize some one portion of the exercises.
He is aEt to ride some one hobby pretty hard
for a while He dismounts one to get on an-
other just after he has attended some convention
and heard the lnbgoli:g qualities of some other
rocking, "orse described. There are few who
are carciul to make all parts of a Sunday-school
service aqually good. The Sunday-school should
not be a mere singing-school, nor a place largely
for drill in sacred raphy, nor an oppor-
tunity for eloquent addresses on the lesson, etc.
1f it be safe to over-emphasize any one feature
of the Sunday-school session, worship is the one.
And, so far, there has been no danger of laying
too much stress upon that.

0f
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PETRA.

Nothing to Do.

““NorniNeg to do ! " in this world of ours,
Where weeds spring up with the fairest flowers, |
Where smiles have only a fitful play, |
Where hearts are breaking every day.

‘“ Nothing to do ! " thou Christian soul,
Wrapping thee round in thy selfish stole ;
Off with thy garments of sloth and sin,
Christ thy Lord hath a kingdom to win,

‘“Nothing to do!” There are prayers to lay
On the altar of incense, day by day ;

There are foes to meet within and without,
There is error to conquer, strong and stout.

““Nothing to do!™ There are minds to teach
The simplest form of Christian speech ;
There are hearts to lure with loving wile,
From the grimmest haunts of sin’s defile,

‘“Nothing to do!” There are lambs to feed,
The precious hope of the Church’s need ;
Strength to be borne to the weak and faint,

Vigils to keep with the doubting saint.

| ““Nothing to do!™ and thy Saviour said,

‘“Follow thou Me, in the path I tread.”
Lord, lend Thy help the journey through,
Lest faint, we cry, *“So much to do.”

Petra.

THE city of Petra was one of the most won-
derful in the world. It was the stronghold of
Idumea or Edom. It occupies a narrow defile
among the mountains, and many of the build-
ings, including a huge temple and a theatre
that would hold 4,000 persons, were hewn out
of the solid rock. It is the Bozrah of Scripture.
Its very existence became forgotten during the
Middle Ages. It was rediscovered by Burck-
hardt in 1812, and has since been frequently
visited. The condition of this strange city of
the dead is a wonderful illustration of the ful-
filment of prophecy: ‘Concerning Edein, thus
saith the Lord of Hosts, Bozrah shall become
a desolation, a reproach, a waste, and a curse.
O thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock,
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though thou shouldst make thy nest as high as
the eagle, I will bring thee down from thence,
saith the Lord. Also Edom shall be a desola-
tion; every one that goeth by it shall be
astonished.”—Jer, 49. 7, 13, 16, 17.

Book Notices..

Qetting on in the World ; or, Hints on Success in
Life. By WiLuiam Marraews, LL D. 12mo,
pp. 365. Chicago: 8. C. Gre%gl & Co. To-
ronto: Wm, Briggs. Price §1.50.

‘We should like to put a copy of this book into
the hands of .every young man setting out in
life. A study of its wise counsels would con-
tribute greatly to his success, and enable him
to shun man rils and snares. Among the
topics treated are the following : —Success and
Failure—Good and Bad Luck—Choice of a Pro-
fession — Physical Culture — Concentration —
Self Reli A ion to Details—Decision
—Manner—Business Habits—The Will and the
Way—Reserved Power—Economy of Time—
Money, its Use and Abuse—Mercantile Failures
—Over-Work and Under-Rest—True and False
Success. Each of these chapters is freighted
with the wealth of ripe wisdom, experience and
thought. We have only one criticism to make.
There is not, in our judgment, enough made of
religious principles and motives. Not that they
are ignored; but we think them not sufficiently

hasized. Dr. Matthews is one of the most

of the young with the gospel, and should bring
them up into an intelligent, loving loyalty to
Christ, which will surviy > and carry them safely
through the attacks of skeptivism. Child-piety
is not the mere stirring up of the emotions, but
the careful implanting and cultivation of the
religious nature,

The Patchwork Quilt Society ; or, Stories of

Beasts, Birds and Butterflies. By Mrs. MARY
SpriNG CorNiNg, Congregational Sunday-
school and Publishing ety, Boston and

Chicago. pp. 280. Price $1.25.

One of the best of books to put into the hands
of the young. It is well calculated to arouse
in them a love for natural history. It tells of
the habits of animals and some of their curious
and amusing characteristics. It will be sure to
do one thing, and that is, induce a love for
animals, Boys will not be quite so likely, after
reading it, to stone birds and to torture flies.

The Theological and Homiletic Magazine. To-
ronto: 8. R, Briggs, Willard Tract Society.
This valuable monthly contains 64 pages of

double columns, The contributors are amo:
the ablest theologians of the day, and luchlzs
our readers as desire to be familiar with the
best thoughts of those distinguished men on all
vital subjects would do well to become sub-
scribers for this invaluable monthly.

successful of living writers, over 120,000 vol
of his works having been printed. The present
volume is one of the most valuable of the series.

Soundings. By Rev, MorTiMer Buake, D.D.
Boston : Congregational Sunday-school and
Publishing Society. pp. 226. $1.25.

This is a volume of sermons by one who, dur-
ing his life-time, was a well-known and most
beloved pastor. The discourses which are here
gathered together are out of the ordinary run
of pulpit sermons, There is a charming fresh-
ness and originality about them which make
them deli htgul reading The title of *‘Sound-
ings” has been given to the collection because
of the fact that each sermon is an exploration
of the depths in sedrch for rich treasures. It
is a book for those quiet hours of medl‘mtion on

Bible Studies for Normal Classes, Bible Students
and Sunday-school Teachers, By the Rev.
A. E. Dussivg. Boston: Congregational
Publishing House.

One of the most urgent needs of the day is
some means of teaching the teachers and thus
improving the quality of Sunday-school instruc-
tion. This need the Rev. A. E. Dunning, the
accomplished Secretary of the Consreg.tionnl
Sunday-school, has in a very large degree met
by this valuable work. No teacher can study
it without being better fitted for his work. In-
deed, every Bible student will find that it
throws much light on the philosophy of revela-
tion and the development of religious faith, in
both the Old Testament and the ilew.

The People’s Bible : Discourses u{)mn Holy Serip-
ture, By Joseen Parker, D.D. Vol I1L

divine th which are b g altog
too few.

The Culture of Child Piety. By Rev. Amos 8.
Cugsesrovan, D.D. Boston: Congregational
Sundn‘-lchool and Publishing Society. pp.

. $1.25.

This volume presents the obligations of the
churches in regard to the religious culture of
the young. The author believes in the nacessity
of the Christian training of the children, and
in the value of all such effort in their behalf.
The Church loses much by not faithfully follow-
ing out the line of work indicated by the author.

Leviticus— Numbers I.—XXVL  8vo, pp.
360 New York: Funk & Wagnalls. ¥o~
ronto: Wm, Briggs. Price §1.75.

Dr. Parker proposes the comprehensive task
of issuing in some five and twenty volumes a
“ Pastor's Commen " on the whole Bible.
Tts scope is thus outlined by the publisher:
This is not a Bible Commentary in the’usual
sense of that term. It is a pastor’s commentary
upon such portions of Holy Scripture as are of
obvious and immediate importance to the growth

of the soul in Divine om, and is, therefore,

not intended to take the place of the verbal and
critical commentaries which so ably re|
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of going minutely througn any book verse by
verse, the first object is to discover its govern-
ing idea or princi&d purpose. Leviticus is a
book of R un- h : the Mechanics of
ing ; the Mechanics of Sacrifice ; the
Mechanics of Intercession; the Mechanics of
Purification ; the higher meaning of all these
intricate and costly formalities; the unprofit-
ableness of bodily exercise ; the revelation and
development of true Sacrifice. These volumes
will be found elpeoillli' well adapted for family
reading, for Sund | teachers, and as sug-
gesting themes of discourse and fresh and vigor-
ous modes of treatment to preachers,

Si k

Yard-Stick and Scissors, By E. A, Raxp, New
York : Phillips & Hunt. Toronto: William
Briggs. Price $1.25.

This is volume three of Mr, Rand’s Up-the-
Ladder Club Series in which he brings his charge
to round three of the ladder—the round of active
life. The young heroes of the story are now
meeting the duties and cares and temptations
of business. To all such this book wi{'l prove
hel fu‘l’ and instructive, as all Mr. Rand’s
books do.

Aunals of the Round Table, By Jexsie M.
Binguam. New York: Phillips & Hunt.
Toronto: Wm. Briggs. Price $1.

We like the plan of this book exceedingly.
A group of intelligent girls meet once a week
to di in a conv ional way instructive
and interesting topics. A night is given to
Lonqlallow and one to Whittier, A day in
London gives occasion for brief sketches of the
South Kensington Museum, the British Museum,
the Tower, the Foundling Hospital, 8t. Paul’s
and other noted instituti lahle h ters,
history studies, a touching hospital sketch, and
a number of short stories exhibit much skill
and good taste. We don't see why any group
of %‘irh in town or country could not have just
such a club,

How to Bring Pupils into «u
School, and how to keep them.

BY MISS L. SANDERSON, PETERBORO',

Just two practical suggestions on the first
point. As fresh families are constantly attach-
ing themselves to our church or congregation,
would it not be well for our superintendent to
call upon such and give a cordial invitation to
the Sunday-school?  Would not such graceful
attention from the chief officer of the school be
franght with desirable results ?

A.snin, some such plan as the following might
be adopted: Let a pretty card, with * Recruits
for our Sunday-school ” printed at the top, be
given to each member of the class, with the
understanding that a child not attendi

line of werk might be given in the form of a
banner, or some other tribute, which should
be thomrropeny of that class who during a
specified time would bring in the largest num-
ber of recruits.

In an old cook book I remember once seeing
this plth{‘ prelude to a recipe for roasting a
hare. *‘ First, catch your hare.” We will sup-
pose that the hares have been secured.

The second and more important question is,
How shall we keep our pupils?

For the sake of convenience we will deal first
with the material side. In so far as we can
honestly afford it, let this Sabbath home be vei

leasant and attractive. A carpeted floor will
sure a lighter footfall and more quiet movin,
of chairs. Let carefully selec texts an
ttoes, tastefully ted, adorn the walls,
The writer once knew a lady, high souled, cul-
tured, a devoted Christian, who was called to
through deep waters, llany a time when
er heart was ready to faint within her, there
would Plenm down upon her, in illuminated
glory of blue and gold, ‘‘ Cast thy burden upon
the Lord, and He shall sustain thee.” Or
again, that glorious promise, ‘‘making a rain-
bow athwart her tear-dimmed eyes, ** He that
goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed,
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing,
bringing his sheaves with him.” And her litt!
three-year-old boy, when maternal authority
failed, would become tractable at once if brought
face to face with the text, ‘*Children, obey your
parents in all things.” So, let our walls speak
to ws, and it may be that some discouraged
teacher shall take heart again, or some turbulent
spirit be subdued by this lovely fulfilment of
tﬁn divine command, ‘‘ And thou shalt write
them upon the door-posts of thine house, and
upon thy gates.”

Let us have a good black-board whereon a

estive thought from the lesson may be
written, or some quaint illustration graphi-
cally sketched. Some one has expressed the
rather odd idea that ‘‘the eye is to the other
senses what the thumb is to the fingers.”
For instance, we are asked to hear a musical
composition and see if the harmony be perfect;
we smell a flower to see if it is fragrant; we taste
a fruit to see whether it is sweet or sour ; we
Jeel a substance to see whether it is hard or soft.
In fact so intimately is the power of perception
associvted with the sense of vision that for
young children Object Lesson teochinﬁ has be-
come a science. We are ‘“ only children of a
larger growth;" therefore, though he who wields
the crayon be neither a Frank Baird nor a Ben-
gough, let our black-board speak and we shall
see,

As to our music. We ought to have a ?od
instrument, and a first-class leader ; one whose
eye will hold the attention of his singers, while
his hand-beats guide the chorus of voices into
goodly unison. What shall we sing? Amon
80 many publications this is a question whic

an
Sunday-school may be asked to come, and lnv{
his or her name written upon the blank space
of the card.  An incentive to diligence in this

more than can be given here.
Suffice to say, let the selection of the hymns be
consistent \v¥th the high standard maintained
in other departments of the work—hymns in
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which nmethlnghmon is gained than mere
sentiment, and that at the expense of sound

“1 belong here! Here I am understood !”
As a plxlhhn studies the malady of his
ient that he may not commit the folly

doctrine, and in which the g 1 con-
struction shall not, to say the least, upset the
gravity of the singer.
THE SUPERINTENDENT.
Reams of r might be used, and much
luabl ﬂmop.p. ‘gin ketching a fine pen-
and-ink portrait of the ideal superintendent,
who is at once the boys' hero and the girls’
friend. He isaman of irreproachable Christian
haracter, whose pleb Sabbaths our
boys do well to follow, His tender sympathy,
joined with nice discretion, makes him the girls’
safe counsellor, In discussing serplexlng ques-
e‘f.d i
an

tions with him the t‘wghen lraﬁllnflplul;

of flyblister for nervous attack,
R . i o Zassrdernd
liver, so the teacher who would retain power
must study not o::'y his lesson but his
scholars—their mental capabilities, tempera-
ment, circumsiances—then shall he be able,
with skilful, tender hands to .K: ly just that
leaf fro u the “Tn:do! l[;i:o" whi l;uli:g
we: in each cul uu—})udon o the
poni-unt, w8 for the and for
the - who walk undersorrow-clouded skies, light
joy unspeakable. Cultivate acquaintance

\th the pupils in their homes, Let each feel
thathis or herabsence from the classany Sabbath
isr ized—that your plans in regard to the

ness; his clear-h
judgment making straight pathways through
Nioat In Py

exercises were by that much thwarted. Work
for the coufid of th ts, 80 that they

many serious P the app
ment of teacher to class, and vice versa, his keen
per i are invaluable, As a general he
orgun?m his forces, and his entire administra-
tion is that of a statesman.

THE 8, 8, TEACHERS,

The first point—one which deserves emphasis
—is, regular attendance, * Like father, like
son,” is an old proverb which finds a parallel in
teacher and pupil. Let such excuses as dis-
agreeable weather, slight indisposition, visitors
in the house, etc., be quoted in justification of
a teacher’s vacant chair on a Sunday afternoon,
and in a ver‘y; short time the class becomes de-
moralized, the pupils naturally enough giving
excuses, borrowed from the list of their superior.
On the contrary, let the teacher's presence be
such a certainty to the class that the mental
comment will be, *“I'm sure Miss M—— or Mr.
J—— will be at school. Nothing but an earth-
quake would keep my teacher away, so I will
go!” The mere rpwer of imitations will tend
toward this result before higher motives come
into play.

LIVE TEACHING,

Study facts, circumstances, characters. If
the lesson be historic, make the actors real
living men and women, whose failures shall
stand out as danger-signals—startling, awe-in-
:riring—whose deeds of valor for the right
shall awaken the spirit of hero-worship [latent
in every breast], and arouse the inquiry, ‘‘ What
is this power which makes men so strong to do
and dare?” Is it some abstract truth? Keep
the eyes and ears open all week for every-day-
life illustrations among boys and girls, so that
our scholars shall come to feel that there is no
part of their experience, no matter how trifling
or commonplace, but is touched by some section
of this grand, encircling revelation which we
hold as God’s truth. With this aroused con-
sciousness of personal interest we shall have a
class of ‘‘animated interrogation points.”

In every human heart there is a deeply-rooted
native desire to hold a distinct place in the
affections of some person—a spot seemingly de-
signed by the All-wise—where each peculiar
individuality finds its resting-place, and feels,

e
will turn instinctively toryou for friendly con-
sultation over the child's interests, secular as
well as spiritual. So shall these combined
mystic influences envelop the child’s life, and
who shall limit the moulding power thereof ?
1f practicable, have your class, at least once a
year, at your own home where the teacher shall
come out strongly in the character of friend.
Have a quietly pleasant evening, arranging
some form of entertainment which will not only
please but profit. In this, as in all social inter-
course with the pupils, let the manner and
words of the teacher never lessen the power of
last Sabbath’s teaching—the whole atmosphere
of the evening being such that each young guest
shall carryaway a stronger desire and purpose to
be ;food and true. Let the boys and girls learn to
feel that every perplexity (from a complicated
Euzzle or difficult crochet pattern, “F\ to that
itter heart-cry for adoption by the great
Father) may be brought straight to the teacher,
sure of all the patient help and wise counsel
which he can possibly give. \When in the
sanctuary of our private devotions let us bring
each scholar, by name, before this loving Father,
so shall the cords of love between hearts
strengthened, and the entire circle embraced
in that wonderful scheme by which, as Tenny-
son has beautifully said :

¢ The whole, round earth is everywhere
Held by gold chains about the feet of God.”

In all our living, in all our teaching, let our
highest aim be that of the German sculptor
Dennacker. For eight years he worked upon
a statue of Christ. At the end of seven years
he called a little girl into his studio, and Point-
ing to the statue, asked, * Who is that?” She
answered, ‘A great man.” The artist turned
away disheartened ; he had failed. Again he
began. After another year of patient labor, in
which the artistic mind and pure soul were trans-
mitted through skilled ﬂngon until the marble
seemed almost to speak, he brought the child
again before the statue. ‘‘ Who is this?” he
asked. After a long, silent look, with tear-
filled eyes, she said, * Suffer the little children
to come unto me,” And he knew that his work

Was a success,

Ou
scl

by
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Opening and Closing Services for
Third Quarter.

OPENING SERVICE.

L Silence.
II. The Doxology.

III. Responsive Sentences.

Supt, I was glad when they said unto me,
Let us go into the house of the Lord.

School. Our feet shall stand within thy gates,
0 Jerusalem.

Supt. Jerusalem is builded as a city that is
compact together :

School. Whither the tribes go up, the tribes
of the-Lord, unto the testimony of Israel, to
give thanks unto the name of the Lord.

Supt. For there are set thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the house of David.

School. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they
shall prosper that love thee.

Supt. Peace be within thy walls, and pros-
perity within thy palaces.

School. For my brethren and companions’
sakes, I will now say, Peace be within thee.

Supt. Because of the house of the Lord our
God I will seek thy good.

1V, Singing,

V. Prayer.

LESSON SERVICE.

1. Class Study of the Lesson,

1. Singing Lesson Hymn.

II1. Recitation of the Title, Golden Text,
Outline, and Doctrinal Suggestion, by the
school in concert.

1V. Review and Application of the Lesson,
by Pastor or Superintendent.

V. The Supplemental Lesson.

VI. Announcements (especially of the Church

services and week ing prayer ting).

CLOSING SERVICE.

1. Singing.
IL. Responsive sentences.

Supt. O the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God !

School. How unsearchable are his judgments,
and his ways past finding out !

Supt. For of him, and through him, and to
him, are all things.

School. To whom be glory for ever,

III. Dismission.

Amen,

THE APOSTLES' CREED,

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker
of heaven and earth ; and in Jesus Christ His
only Son our Lord : who was conceived by the

Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate ; was crucified, dead, and
buried ; the third day He rose from the
dead ; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on
the right hand of God the Father Almighty ;
from thence He shall come to judge the quick
and the dead.

I believe ia the Holy Ghost ; the Holy Cath-
olic Church; the communion of saints; the
{::flvumu of sins; the resurrection of the

y 3 and the life everlasting. Amen.

— A D S W
Books and Readers.

BY MRS, MARY L. DICKINSON,

You grumble, mothers and fathers, over the
making of so many bad and foolish books, Alas!
the books for which there is a sale, will con-
tinue to be made as long as the people can be
found to buy. All matters of production are
regulated by the demand, and we cannot all in
a minute -Yroduca such a reform in public feel-
ing as shall destroy the demand.

ut one thing we can do. Notice the kind
of books your children buy, borrow, or bring
from the library, and look them over yourselves.
You ‘“haven't time?” Take time, Let other
things go. Do less spring cleaning and regula-
tion of your house for the summer. What is
that sort of dirt and disorder to the stein and
soil saturating the mind of your daughter,
who sits cnrleﬁ up in her favorite corner, read-
ing her novel, while you are *‘straightening
up " the home ?

“You haven't the summer shopping and
sewiug done ?” Let it go undone then. Fewer
frocks and less trimming. What is the out-
ward adornment of ruffle and flounce, if, while
you are caring for all this, the precious gar-
ments of your daughter's thought aud taste are
becoming crumpled and torn and soiled.

You ‘“cannot go away for the summer
without returning your visits and answering
your social claimns, and these leave no time to
read "

Never miind this, important as it seems.
Suppose you fall behind and have an acquaint-
ance or an invitation less. By and by the
child shall bring you back a hundred-fold in
her power to be your friend, if in the truest
sense you are her friend to-day.

Believe me, mothers, fathers, it is worth
while to read what she reads ; even to yourself,
if you must, to understand what she is thinking
about,

Aud read not only what she has chosen, but
read enough more and other books to be able
to suggest wuat it would be well for her to
read, Read with her, even if it take time you
can ill spare from other things. Be assured
such efforts on the part of the parents would
bring abundant reward, and go far to stop the
wail over the flood of evil literature that
threatens the morals of the land. The only
way is for each parent-bird to protect and
shelter its own nest,




e —————————————

204 SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.

[July 4.

INTERNATIONAL

BIBLE LESSONS.

THIRD QUARTER : THREE MONTHS' STUDIES IN THE WRITINGS OF JOHN.

[ Commit to memory verses 1-4.]

7l 1 And as Je’sus passed by, he saw
a man which was blind from his

birth.

2 And his disciples asked him,
saying, Master, who did sin, this
man, or his parents, that he was
born blind ¥

3 Je’sus answered, Neither hath
this man sinned, nor his parents:
but that the works of God should be made manifest in

m.

4 I must work the works of him that sent me, while
1t is day : the night cometh, when no man can work.

b As ¥ong as 1am in the world, I am the light of the

world.

6 When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground,
and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of
the blind man with the clay,

7 And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of 8i-10/am
(which s, by interpretation, Sent), He went his way
therefore, and washed, and came seelng.

8 The neighbors therefore, and they which before had
seen him that he was blind, said, Is not this he that sat
and begged ?

LESSON 1. JESUS AND THE BLIND MAN,

[July 4.
9 Some said, Thisis he : others said, He is like him :
but he said, I am he.
10 Therefore said they unto him, How were thine eyes

opened ?

11 He answered and said, A man that is called Je’sus
made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said unto me,
GO to the pool of 8i-lo’am, and wash: and I went and
washed, and I received sight.

12 Then said they unto him, Where is he? He said, I
know not.

13 Thex brought to the Pharvi-sees him that aforetime
was blind.

14 And it was the sabbath day when Je/sus made the
clay, and opened his eyes.

15 Then again the Phar’i-sees also asked him how he
had received his sight. He said unto them, He put clay
upon mine eyes, and I washed, and do see.

16 Therefore said some of the Phar’l-sees, This man
is not of God, because he keepeth not the sabbath day.
Others said, How can a man that is a sinner do such
miracles? And there was a division among them.

17 They say unto the blind man again, What sayest
thou of him, that he hath opened thine eyes? He sald,
He is a prophet.

General Statement.

In the life of Christ only eight miracles are related by
John, and each of these presents some one aspect of
salvation, veiled in an acted parable, but rudﬂ{ pene-
trated by the enlightened believer. No miracle is more
precisely related in all its details than this, and no one
more clearly presents the Gospel Elnn. We are intro-
duced to a blind man, begging by the way-side, a tyl:e
of the imperfect, dark, helpless, needy condition of the
sinner. Men ask, ** Why i8 he in such a state ? ‘Whose
fanltis it?" Christ shows how his misfortune ml{ be-
come a blessing to him, and 8 means ol“rlory to God
The miracle has two sides, the divine an: the human §
just as in the conversion of & sinuer there enter divine
and human elements.  On the one side he must come
into contact with the Son of God, must feel the Saviour's
touch upon his face, must have the clay of earth moist-
ened by the Saviour. On the other hand he must be-

lieve, must obey, must confess Christ before a Jjeerin
and incredulous world, The man possessed the requi-
site elements of character. He received the two lumps
of wet clay upon his sightless eye-lids ; he walked
across the city régardless of spectators ;.he washed in
the pool whose very name was a symbol of the One
gent from God, and then the light dawned upon his
darkened eyes. He was now no longer a type of the
sinner, or of the seeker, but of the saved soul trans-
formed by the power of God, and brought out of dark-
ness into light. A beggar yelurdnr, !o—d&( he is a
worker, with lhlnlnrl face, which his old friends can
scarcely recognize. He begins his new life on the rlrh&

asis, with a bold confession of Christ before all, a
strong testimony of his exl)erlencc, and a clear insight
into his Saviour's personality.

Explanatory and Practical Notes.

Verse 1, As Jesus passed by, On some occasion
during the three months of his stay near Jerusalem.
He saw a man. Others saw only a blind beggdr, but
Jesus saw one who might become a monument of mercy,
and a bold confessor of the faith, Blind from his
birth. He was a well-known person, who had Ionwl
begging in his accustomed place. (1) Sin is an inborn
defect, like blindness. (2) Christ secks out men before
they seek him.

2. His disciples asked him. Attracted °xerlmpl by
the look of Inglulry which their Master fixed upon the
man. Who did sln, They state the opinion of their
time, that every misfortune is the result of some sin,
If they had generalized, and said, ** All evil i8 the result
of sin," without trying to specify the Y.aruenlnr cause,
they would have stated a truth. This man or his
parents, ** This man in some previous state of exist-
ence,” may have been their meaning, for man of the
Jews believed in the transmigration of gouls. Stier in-
terprats, * This man, or, for that is out of the question,
his puients ?

3. Nelther hath this man sinned. While the gen-
.eral pripciple is true that all evil comes from sin in the
world, Yet we cannot always fix a relation between a
certain evil and a certain sin as its cause. But that the
works of God should be made manifeat, Christ di-
rects the thought of his disciples away from the cause
to the pu of this man's misfortune. ™ had
come upon him that by means of it God's gra nust
be ull the more abundantly exhibited in his healing.
(8) Let us seek rather to know what be can be gained
Mourtmuﬂaﬂanth«mmwyﬂwanmt
upon us.

4. 1 must work. Rev. Ver,, “ we must work," a
better reading, since it unites the followers with their

Master in the gracious work of the Gospel. The works of
him that sent me. d's work of restoration and of up-
lifting. The healing of the blind man is made a ty
or lugolllnn of God’s work of grace in brln‘lnf 1|g‘n
to darkened souls, While it is day, Christ’s * duy "
was the time while he was bodily on the earth. So our
day is the time of our life. ‘The night cometh. Other
works the Saviour might do after he has passed within
the veil, but not this work of miracle upon men's bodies.
When no man can work, What work may await us
in another world we know not, but so far as this life is
concerned our work ends at death, (4) Then let us not
omit any opportunity of doing good.

5. Aslong as I am in the world. While Jesus was
in the material world, the world of the body, he was
the light of men, giving life and health, and Klmnnn;
in his benefits to men's bodies a parable of the greater
benefits he imparts to men's souls, now that he has
passed out of the world material into the world
spiritual, I am the light of the world, Then he was
the light seen by the physical eye; now he is the light
of the soul, seen by the eye of faith,

6. He spat on the ground. Often Christ wrought
miracles by a word; but sometimes he used instrumen-
talities, perhaps in order to impart some spiritual teach-
ing. He took common clay, moietened it with his own
saliva, showing that the most common instrumentulity
becomes mighty when touched with divine power.
Anointed the eyes. Upon each eye he placed a blotch
of mud from the street.

wash in the pool of Slloam. This was :11
1l

7. Go,
test and train the blind man's faith, obedience, and w
fess Christ. Think of him walking the

twe patches of street-mud on his face !

ingness to conl
breadth of the city, feeling his way as he went, with
The pool of

Mo,

No.'

No. !
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Siloam was south of the temple inclosure, outside the
wall. It is still to be seen, an oblong reservoir, with a
flight of steps leading down to the water. By inter-
pretation,  Rent. "The word' “Siloam" * means
*gending,” or ““sent.” John hints at the thought that
the pool was by its very name a symbol of Christ, who
was the One sent from God, He went his way. The
after conduct of this man shows that Christ chose well
the subject of his miracle: one who was strong in faith,
ready In obedience, bold, and even stubborn, in his con-
fession of the Master. Washed, and came seeing.
The sight came after he had washed in the pool which
h{ its name represented Christ, who is the water of life.
He came, not to the Saviour, who had not remained at
the place where he had met him, but to his own home.
(5) Grealer than this trangformation ie the enlighten-
ment of a blinded soul by the Sun of righteousness.

8. The neighbors, Those who lived near him were
the first to notice the change in the once blind. (6) So
live nearest to the true convert will ive that
he is a new creature. Had seen him that he was blind,
Rev. Ver,, “They which saw him aforetime, that he
was a beggar.” " He belonged to the lowest cluss, the
blind beggars, still to be seen in every Oriental city,
Is not this he that sat and begged They noticed
that he was now a beggar no longer, but a worker, a
g}?odtlmn in this man, who appears nobly throughout
the story,

9. Some said, This is he. They remembered his
appearance, and were sure that he was the same man,
though chunged. He is like him, The opened eyes
made such a change in his looks that many were
not sure of his identity. | am he. He knew that he
was the one who had been once a blind beggar. (7) So
when a soul is saved there is a new creation, yet the same
person.

10, 11. How were thine eyes opencd? Personal
experience always has an interest to men, whether it be
in the phytical or the spiritual life. People who care
very little for a sermon will listen to the testimony of a
young convert, He answered., He told a straight-

orward, simple story, from which all the cross exami-
nation of the rulers could not make him sweive. A
man that is called Jesus. Rather, ““the man,” the

well-known man, whose name was in every body's llxm
(8) Let no one converted by Christ be ashamed to own his
Lord. 1 went and washed, He could not have
preached a sermon, but he could tell the fucts of his ex-
retr:‘e‘nca. (9) And socan any one who has an experience
o tell,

12. Where is he? Perhaps the inquiry was made
with the purpose of arresting Jesus, and hence the cau-
tious answer of the man. I kmow mot. He had not
yet seen his deliverer ; just as we see him not, though
we are saved by him.

13, 14, They brought to the Pharisees. These
were the ruling minds among the Jews in matters of re-
ligion. No special body of men i8 here meant, but the
lending spirits of the Pharisaic party, who were all op-
posed toJesus. It was the sabbath., The seventh
day of the week, whose sanctity had been surrounded
with many rules by the Jewish rabbis. Christ did not
{laicognlze their authority, and hence their opposition to

m.

15. The Pharisees also asked him, They wished
to obtain the statement of the man as a ground of action
against Jesus. He sald unto them. Notice the firm-
ness of this man in his testimony. Of three things he
wias sure : that once he was blind, that now he could
see, and that it was Jesus who had wrought the change.

16. This man is not of God. They first et up a
standard of their own as to sabbath-keeping, and then
decide that the mighty worker who disregards it cannot
be of God; inother worde, that his miracles are wrought
by the power of Satan. Others said. These were the
thoughtful, more intelligent minority, like Nicodemus,
Joseph of Arimathen, and perhaps G amaliel. How can
& man that is a sinner. Works of healing and of
mercy come from God, and not from Satan.

17. What sayest thon1 Rev. Ver., * What sayest
thou of him in that he hath opened thine eyes?" "He
sald. Calmly and confidently he uttered his confession
in the face of prejudice and power and social position,
He Is a prophet. Not neceesarily one who predicte
the future, but one who is a revealer of God, and who
speaks with authority,

HOME READINGS,

M. Jesus and the blind man. John 9. 1-17.

. The blind man and the Pharisees. John 9. 18-84,
W. The blind man and Christ. John 9. 85-41.

. Spiritual blindness. _Matt, 23, 13-83.
F. 'The time to work. Rom. 13. 1-14,

Sight restored. Mark 8, h
8. Washed and restored. Psa. 51. 1-19,

GOLDEN TEXT.
;ow, that, whereas | was blind, now

One thing I ki
1 John 9.

see. John 9.

LESSON HYMNS.
No, 188, Dominion Hymnal,
O worship the King all glorious above !
Ommnydngdlponrmd his love!
No. 78, Dominion Hymnal,
All my doubts I give to Jesus,
T've his gracious promise heard,
1 shall never be oonll,oundcd.
1 am trusting in his word,

No. 72, Dominion Hymnal,

O happy day that fixed my choice
On thee, my Saviour and my God !

s |

TIME.—On same day with events in Lesson XIIof |
last quarter.

PLACE.—Jerusalem.
the temple.

RULERS.—S8ame as before,

CONNECTING LINK.—With the bold declaration
of his eternity you will remember the Jews took up
stones to kill him. But he escaped out of the temple.
As he gu:nd down through the city, perhaps on his
way to Bethany, he performs another wonderful miracle,
and causes fresh controversy among the Jews. Never
Wwase man more hated than thluhnpfo. peaceful, helpful,
tender-hearted Jesus,

Doctrinay SveaesTion.—The light of the world.

In the city streets, not in

speak of Jesns as the light ?

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. Darkness, v, 1-4,

Where was Jesus at the time of our lesson ?

What great declaration had he just made of himself?

whom was he escaping when he passed the

blind ma: ¢

‘What common belief concerning divine judgments for
sin did the question of the disciples ehow ¥

What great doctrine did Jesus lay down concerning
all such cases *

What particular reason does he aseign for this case ?

W’I!n did Jesus mean by “works of him that sent
me$"

2. Light, v. 5-7,
How long did Jesus say he was to be the light of the

world ?

‘What similarity do these words suggest between the
blind man’s condition and the world's condition ?

Whaut Scriptures have we studied this year which

What great truth vs to Jesus's power does this mira-
cle illustrate ?

How many acts, and by what persons performed, en-
tered into the working of this miracle ?

‘Whose act was the most important ¥

3. Wonder, v, 8-17.
What classes of people saw the effects of this mir-
y

acle ¥

What was the effect npon his neighbors #

What was the effect upon the Pharisees ¥

What other miracle had Jesus wrought upon the Sab-
bath day ¢

What was the effect upon the man himeelf ¢

Why should this miracle excite s0 much wonder ¥

ver, .
‘What made the people so doubtful and his parents so
despicable in their action ? ver. 22,

Practical Teachings,
1. Every man born into the world is born blind.
How ? Do you believe it ¢
2. There is a fountain at which the sinner may wash
and receive sight. What isit? Where is it?
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3. The only condition to our rmh:n* our sight is
obedience. This blind man obeyed. Will you?

4. Blindness was the man's best title to Christ's no-
tice. Mo is sin ours, 1f we were not sinners we should

not need him.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. Darkness, v. 1-4.

‘Whom did Jesus find in darknese ¥

What question did the disciples ask ?

What reason did Jesus give ?

What question did he aek ?

What is the right time for lubor ¥

When must work cease ¥

2. Light, v. 5-7.
Who was the Light of the world ¢
For how long a time ?
What, then, wia man's daty ¥ John 12. 85.
What did Jesus do to the blind man ¥
What did he say to him ¥
What resulted from this command ¥
3. Wonder, v. 817,
‘What did the blind man's neighbors say ¥
Why did they wonder ¥
What guestion did they ask ?
What was his story ¥
Before whom was he brought ?
What made a division among them ?
What did they ask of the man ?
‘What was his answer ¥

Teachings of the Lesson,
‘Where, in this lesson, are we taught—
1. To improve every opportunity for service ¥
2. To find light through obedience ?
3. To confess Jesus as the giver of the true light?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

Whom did Jesus see in the streets of Jerusalem ?
A man blind from his birth,

How did the disciples questlon Jesus about him ¥
What sin did this man or his parents do that he
should be born blind ¥

What did Jesus tell them # ‘Thatnelther the sinsof
the man nor of his parents was the cause of his blind-
o

ens,
Why was this allowed t That men might sce the
power of God.

Whom had God sent to show forth his power t His
Son Jesus.,

What did Jesua do? He spit upon the ground and
made clay, and put it upon the man's eyes,

What command did he give him? ¢ Go, wash in |
the pool of Siloam," |
N Why did he command this ? To try the man's faith |

n

m.

What happened ¥ The man washed, and came
back seeing. (Re‘penl the Golden Text.)

Why did some of the neighbors not know him? His
face was changed, |

How must it huve looked ? Bright and happy.

What did he see for the firsttime ¥ The golden light |

of the sun

What did the light show him? Many beautiful
|

Wh‘n. does Jesus tell us? *“ 1 am the light of the |

world.”

How is he the light of the world ? Because he |

shows us the beautiful things of heaven.

When does he open our eyes to see them ! When i

we come to him and obey him,

Who refused to believe that Jesus was from God ¥
The Pharisees,

What did the blind man say of him? He is a

prophet.
Words with Little People.
Jesus gave the hlind man sight,
Gave him light instead of ur ht;
Broke the bands that bound him fast,
SURE he was he saw at last,

‘When Jesus comes into your little heart and takes th
darkness of sin awa, mymh it with the ?uhl :r',m:
giveness and u and life, DON'T say you you are his
child, you t has forgiven {u y know
(:.“dln‘y':h'nmmhdumol Va4 the Dlind man

A man born blind, 2.
saw the blind man ¥ *

8. What did he do to the blind man ¥ He anointed his
eves with clay. 4. What did he tell th; man to do?

Morning Text
Eoening TeRlu..oeeerveisosnnsosassannonsiosss

OL BANNER. [July 4.
THE LESSON CATECHISM.
[For the entire school.]

1. Whom did Jesus and his disciples see in Jerusalem?
hat did Jesus say when he
m the light of the world.”

‘o wash in the pool of Siloam. 5. What then u:lok
t

place? He washed, and came seeing. 6. What did
the blind man say of the miracle in the Golden Text?
«One thing,” ete.

TEXTS AT CHURCH.

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
The Light of the World,

I. Lieur NEEDED.

1. By the blind man. *‘ From his birth." v. 1.
+ No light in him.” John 11. 10.
« Walketh in darkness.” John 12. 35.
2. By the disciples. “ Agked him.”" v. 2.
«8ome have not knowledge.” 1 Cor. 15. .
« Knowest not....art blind." Rev. 8.17,
« Fe that lacketh....is blind.” 2 Pet.2.9.
3. By the world. * How... .opened 2 v. 10.
« Darkness shall cover the earth.” Isa. 60.2.
« Blindness of their heart.” Eph. 4. 18.
« Receiveth not. ...the Spirit."" 1Cor. PRLY
I1. Liont AT HAND,
1. In the world, ** While I am,” etc. v.5.
« Arise, shine ; for thy light is come.” Isa. 60. 1.
« Saw a great light." Matt. 4. 16.
“The true light now shineth.” 1 John 2. 8.
2. In Christ, “ I am the light." v.5.
«1 am come a light."" John 12. 46.
«Phat was the true light.”” John 1. 9.
“ A light of the Gentiles." Isa. 42. 6, 7.
111, Licut REVEALED.
1. To the disciples. ‘' Jesus answered.” v. 3.
« Hath shined in our hearts.” 2 Cor. 4. 6.
“Eyes of your understanding. .. .enlightened."
Eph. 1. 18,
« Delivered us from the power of darkness.” Col.

1.18.
2. To the blind man, ** Came seeing.” v. 7.
« Went and washed. ...received sight.”" v.11.
“ One thing I know." v. 25.
« He hath opened mine eyes.” v. 30.
3. T'o the world. * Light of the wonld.” v. 5.
“The light has come." John 3. 19.
«The earth shall be full.” Iea. 11.9.
« An everlasting light.” Isa. 60. 19, 20.

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
Pictures of a Soul's Salvation.

1. The first picture is that of @ sinner, in his condi-
tion from birth; a condition of imperfection and in-
completeness, with one side of his nature undeveloped;
a condition of blindness, unable to see, or to know what
sight is, just as a sinner has no true conception of what
salvation is; & condition of helplessness and poverty.
How many are in just such a state as this blind man |

2. The next picture is that of the Saviour. He saw
the blind man when the man knew it not; he felt for

him, not in curlosity, but in yoarniug sympathy; he
perceived the glorious possibilities in him, of which

| others were ignorant; h‘cpluﬂil-dﬂ-euuwm

Jul

him,
dark
3.
cavil
<lay
the |
ing f
4.
was
quai
“no
kuoy
how
thers
tion,
save

A
in ar
ladie
urt.
are |
plain
docs
then
woul
don |
narr
“De
time,
fruit
weh
and |

Ti
tion
not i
their
they
adep
Inlil
it exe
onea
God
giver
is his
hear

He
tuker
ual t
those
know
4 blir
ing
abouf
misel
the s
sin,
scel
this 1
of G
of Cs




July 4.]

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.

207

him, and in that touch was power. So Christ comes to
darkened souls, that he may bring them into light.

3. The third picture is that of the seeker. He did not
<cavil, nor guestion, but obeyed. ile ‘et the Saviour put
<lay on his face, walked through the «ireets, wushed in
the pool. And in doing Christ's wili vith unquestion-
ing faith he found light.

4. The fourth picture is that of the saved man. He
was transformed ‘‘a new creature,” so that old ac-
quaintances scarcely knew him; there was insight,
‘“‘mow I eee;" there was assurance, just as the soul
kuowe it has been forgiven; there was gratitude, for see
how many | imes he repeated the story of his healing;
there was coufession of Christ in the face of opposi-
tion. How clear the illustration of one who has been
saved by the power of Christ !

An Hnglish Teacher's Notes on the

HRSONN.
BY SBAKAH GERALDINA STOOK.

Among the many advantages of the time we live
in are the lectures on cookery, so much in vogue, by
ladies who have studied and become adepts in the
urt. These loctures are mostly socompanied by what
are termed *‘ Demonstration Lessons.,” After ex-

plaining how a thing is done, the lecturer actually
does it in the presence of her audience, and lets
them see the whole process. 1t seems to me—I
would say it reverently, and ask my readers to par-
don the homely nature of the simile—that the story
narrated in our passage for to-day is a sort of
‘ Demonstration Lesson” on the subject we had last

time. In ourlast lesson we heard of faith, a fulse,
fruitless faith, and atrue and fruitful faith. To-duy
we have the latter—the true fuith—shown us in actual
and practical workingin the story ofthe blind beggar.

The ladyghowever, who gives the * Demonstra-
tion Lesson "—to return to my homely simile—ecan-
not insure that those whe witness it will succeed in
their attempts to imitate her, However thoroughly
they may understand the matter, they cannot become
adepts like herself unless they do what she has done,
Inlike manner it is not heariug about fuith nor seeing
itexemplified in another person that will make any
onea believer.  To become that he must believe. But
God does use in a wondrous way the examples
given in his word of the working of that faith which
is his gift, and which is yet demanded of those who
hear his Gospel.

Here is a whole chapter of the gospel of John
taken up with one man’s story—an obseure individ-
ual too, of whom we hear nothing more, not one of
those Seripture worthics whose names are better
known than those of most earthly heroes—just
a blind beggar, who used to sit by the way-side ask-
ing alms. What was there particularly noticeable
about him? The disciples noticed one thing, his

we do that we might work the works of God?”
And he had answered: * This is the work of God,
that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.” This
is the work we are going to see carried out in the
blind beggar'sstory, 1Itis the story of a man believ-
ing in Jesus,

There are six points in the story—if we include,
us we can hardly help doing, the sequel as told in
vers, 26-41.

1. Jesus touching.

The blind man was utterly ignorant of Him who
came along the way where he sat beyging. We
know it was the * Light of the World,” the Eternal
One who was * before Abraham,” the persecuted Son
of man who had just passed safely out of the
presence of those who wished to slay him. But he
did not. He had not sought for Jesus. He appears
to have known little or nothing about Jesus, But
Jesus knew him, came to him, noticed him, touched
him, freely, lovingly, powerfully.

Just 80, Jesus comes to a house—a school—a class
—to one boy—and touches him. Some little word
gets hold of the boy, he does not know why ; some-
thing—he can hardly tell what—moves him. And
he does not know that it is the touch of Jesus the
Lord,

2. The beggar receiving.

The touch was not what he expected. If he
looked for any thing it was a gift of money. But he
received it—uncomfortable as it may have been, and
unsuggestive, too, of any improvement in his con-
dition ; for however certain kinds of ointment may
have been used for disease of the eyes, there could
have been no thought of any thing benefiting one
born blind, much less a lump of ordinary clay, He
received it, und this was the first stirring of faith,
passive as it may haveseemed. And when that little
something is felt within a child’s heart the question
is, Will he stifle or throw it off, or will he receive it?

8. Jesus commanding,

*“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam.” That was all,
No reason given, no promise made. But just the
authoritative word spoken.

And so with the child that has received the touch
of Jesus, There is n command. It may be: Go
and pray. It may be: Seck some Christian friend,
It may be: Take your bible: or, Attend some class,
The word is not always the same, nor docs a child
always understand what it is to do for him.

4. The beggar obeying.

‘* Iie went therefore " —because of the command—
not understanding much about it, but just simply
obedient to this friendly and authoritative voice.
This is faith's second step. And what was the
result? “He came seeing.” He had trusted the
hand that touched—trusted the voice that com-

miscruble and hopeless condition, and asked wheth

the suffering were a punish for some particul

sin. That was all thoy saw. But what did Jeuss
see! A man with a high destiny! * Neither hath
this man sinned, nor his parents, but that the works
of God should be manifest in him.” The people
of Capernaum had asked our Lord: * What shall

ded; and how grandly was he ded! But
the work was not yet complete, He had not seen
Jesus, and knew little about him. The next thing
was,
5. The confessing,
His altered condition was soon observed and
commented on. Could this be the very same
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man who was blind? *Yes” he answers, “l
am he” Further, he relates the story, firt to |
the questioning neighbors, afterward to the |
Pharisecs.  Then, when they try to throw Joubt |
on the story (ver. 18), he declares boldly, *One |
thing I know, that whereas I was blind, now Isee.” |
W hatever you sy against him, however little I may |
know of him, 1 know this: he cured me. So fast
docs he cling to his Healer, that for Jesus’ sake he |
is * cast out of ti.e synagogue.” And then comes, |

6. Jesus blessing.

Again the Heuler draws near (ver. 35), and at
last the healed one sees him with the bodily eye.
But there is more. Jesus reveals himself us the
“Son of God,” and with the eye of the soul the
man beholds his Lord. The once blind, wretched
beggar has got far beyond the proud Pharisees, and |
the professed belicvers of whom we read last time. |
The works of God have been indeed ** made mari-
fest” in him, for he has believed in him whom
the Futher sent.

Whoever will trust and receive, trust and obey,
trust and confess, shall see Jesus the Lord.

Berean Methods.

Hints for the Teachers’ Meeting and the Class.
Read carefully the General the Explanat
Notes, and the Thonghts for Young People, in which
we have endeavored to show the epiritual teachings of
this incident.... Read also carefully the whole chapter,
which presents the peculiar characteristics of John's

with flat crayon a broad path. Some one is walking
here. ItisJesus, Make a straight mark, und gay that
some men are with him. Ask who they are, and bring
out the thought that the disciples kept close to Jesus.
Let some child come and muke as many straight marks
as there were disciples, and let class tell the names.
Imagine them talking as they walk. How? Of good,
pure things; talking truthfully, with cheerful, huppy
hearts and voices. But what is this ? Extend the path
and make a mark for the blind beggar. The disciples
see him, and usk Jesus why he wae blind. Jesus said
that it was so God's power might be shown in curing
him, Stop a moment to show that nothing is made in
vain. The things that look nseless to us God cun use,
and poverty, sickness, misfortune, if given to him, may

| work ount our greatest blessings. Tell what Jesus did.

He could have cured his eyes with a word, but he chose
to put clay on them. Then he sent him away to a
fountain at the other side of the city to wash his eyes.
Make another path, and follow the blind mun on his
way to the pool. How he hurries ! He wonders if he
will really see again ! Make a little equare for the pool.
Imagine the scene, Yes, here he comes, The neigh-
bors wonder if it can be the same man. Why is he go
changed ¥ He can see! Funcy the Pharieees talking
to him. He does not know who cured him, but he
knows he is cured, That makes him happy.

Now you have shown the
children one of the wonders
Jesus worked, tell that he
works just as great wonders
now. Talk about the eyes of
the soul. Show that when
they are closed to God and
heaven the person is worse

narrations, and is full of interest....Find in thislesson
three traits of a sinner : 1. Blindness ; 2. Poverty; 8.
Helpleseness. ... Find here four traits of Christ: 1. His
individual notice ; 2. His sympathy ; 8. His helpfulness;
4. His power, Show how these truits are thown now
in every conversion of a soul....Find here the require-

ments for a sinner's conversion : 1. He must come in |

contact with Christ ; 2. He must obey ; 3. He must con-
fess Christ....Find also the traits of a saved soul:
1. Transformation ; 2. Assurance, certainty of conver-

sion; 8, Gratitude; 4. Testimony; 5. Steadfastness |

under opposition....Another line of teaching is that in
the Analytical and Biblical Outline, which is taken from
The Normal Class, August, 1875, and was prepared by
the Railroad Normal Class of Plainfield, N. J.

CATECHISM QUESTION.
81. What do you call tals mystery?
The mystery of the Holy Trinity.

$2. What do you mean by mystery ?

A truth which man’s reason could not diecover, and
which God by degrees makes known,

Primary and Intermediate.
BY M. V. M.

Lessox Trovenr: Dark hearts may be made light.
It will not be dificult to hold the attention and lively
interest of the children throughout this lesson, but how
to apply the teachings to little hearts and lives is a sub-
ject that may well engage our serious thought.

Tell the children to close their eyes and imagine
themselves far away, across the sea in the city of Jeru-
salem, on a Sabbath day. See, here is a street. Make

off than was this blind beggar
The child who tells lies is dis-
obedient, selfish, unloving. has his heart's eyes closed.
Jesug knows how to open them. He is coming this way
to-day. Who will let Jesus make his dark, nanghty
neart light # Tell that the blind man did nothing but
obey. ‘That is all any oneneed do. Jesus Mys, ' Come
] tome.” He will wash your heart and make it clean.

| Biackboard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

|

“The spirit of man is the candle of the Lord," said
Solomon. The poor blind man in to-day’s leegon hud
lightless, sightless, useless eyes until Jesus revealed
the light to them. Then he not only received light for
the body, but he became a witnessing light for the Mas-
ter, “Lighted by the Spirit of God," says one writer,
“man radiates the glory of God." Blindness is a type
of sin and ignorance. Some men are like the anlighted
candle represented on the bla:kboard—they are com-
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plete in all but that divine touch which will cause the
light to shine. The psalmist expresses confidence in
God by saying, * For thou wilt light my candle ; the
Lord my God will enlighten my darkness.” See this
unlighted candle! It is useless. What will give it
power? 1. The extinguisher must be removed. 2. A
flame must touch it. We must remove every hin
derance that prevents the divine touch from en-
lightening the dnikness.

Lesson Wozd-Plctures,

What a long Sabbath it is for that beggar by the way-
side ¥ Others can sit in their homes with their chil-
dren; he sits begging by the way-side, holding out to
tree and shrub and bird and flowerand the face of pass-
ing stranger eyes that never have seen, eyes thit never
may see. Drop a penny in his thin hand and he
will be thankful. There is a stir in the street, Does
he know that the Light, the Light of the world, is pass-
ing? O ir he realized it, that Jesus, the Ligh: of the
world, was passing, would not he be thrillea by an
eager desire to reach Jesus and plead with him ? If he
only knew that Jesus and his disciples were talking
about his blindness ! Yes, and Jesus is now stooping
to the ground. He hus spat upon it, He is kneading
it. He has made an ointment of the ecarth, and now
he has anointed those poor, sightless eyes with the clay.
Of he goes, this blind beggar with the clay on his eyes,
feeling his way with his battered stick. * Where are

you going ? " some one may be asking. *Going to the
pool of Siloam to wash mine eyes,” he says. * What
for £ And his unswer perhaps is, * To get my sight.”
“Ha, ba! Let's follow the old fool | " one man says to
another. ‘‘Let's see if he will get his sight.” He
reaches the pool, this poor, blind beggar—he stoope, he
washes his eyes, he—'" Can you see ! " ask the specta-
tors, ‘““Nonsense!"™ But look! He is lifting those
once sightless eyes, and lo, like & new creation, God's
beautiful world of tree and flower and fleld unrolls be-
fore him. Home he goes, walking in the midst of a
paradise. Such joy is shining in the depths of his eyes,
like pearls at the bottom of a stream ! The neighbors
miss that stooping, groping beggar who shuffled along
in a continual darkness. Who is this man, erect, con-
fident, huppy ? Not the blind beggar ? Yes, and Jesus
took away his blindness. What a stir there is now
among the Pharisees! Who healed the blind man ?
Jesus did it, and did it on the Sabbath | What horror
distorts the fuces of the Pharisees as they look at the
eyes that have been opened, as if they were gazing upon
the leprosy ! ““O he is not of God, this pretentions
miracle-worker, Jesus ! "' some are gaying, turning away
iheir faces, * Why not #" others are asking. Let the
heggar give hisopinion. What does he think of Jesus ?
Hark ! There he stands, looking up, looking off, be-
holding God every-where, and—Jesus ¢ He is of God,
ie the once blind man's opinion.

A.D. 29
John 10. 1-18. [Commit to memory verses 14-16.)
1 Verily, verily, I say unto
He that ’.f., t‘ ’ cﬂ &m
into the sheep-fold, but climbeth up
some other way, the same is a thief
and a robber.
2 But he that entereth in by the
door is the of the sheep.

@ porter openeth;
l.ndtbelheap ear his volce : and
e calleth his own sheep by name,

and leadeth them oul

lAndwhenhogl:mnlmhlsownm he goeth
:zlomlumm. sheep follow him : f::pv:bey know
volee,
5 And a will they not tollow. but will flee
rmmhlm for they know not the voice of st
'l'hhplnbh spake Je’sus unto them hut ey un-
demood not what things they were which he spake

1'nmnl-ld Je/sus unto them n, Verily, verily, I
say unto lunthedoo‘;of ‘N-. £ L

9 Iam thedoor: by me if an, ymenmln.hesh-.ll
he-ved.lndnhulgolnlndom.lndn pasture,

LESSON II. JESUS,

THE GOOD SHEPHERD, [July 11,

10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill,
and to destroy: I am come that they mlnh
:nd nm tnoy might have :‘l’ more abundant]

t have llfﬂ.

the goud she, erd veth
m- Iu'e lor theep. ph o

12 But he that s a ng, and not the
‘whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf enminn.
and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth ; and the woif catcheth
them, and scattereth the sheep.

13 The hireling fleeth, because he is a hireling, and
P

careth not for the shee)

14 T am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and
am known of mine,

15 As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the
Father : and I lay down my life for the sheep.

16 And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold :
t.hem also I must bi they shall hear my volce ;

d there shall be one nld, and one shepherd,

l? Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay
down my lllo. that I might take it again,

18 No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of my-
self, [ bave power to lay it down, and I have power to
take it again. This commandment have I received of
my Father.

General Statement.

There is a closer connection between this lesson and
the last one than appears nupon the surface of the story,
The Pharisees had cast out of the the blind

guarded by the porter and his dog. In the morning
the shepherds come, and each in turn stands in the

man whom Christ had healed, simply because he per-
sistently declared his belief that his healer was a
prophet. By their spirit they showed that they were
not true shepherds of the people. In this allegory
Christ rebukes their conduct. He shows the difference
between the hireling who serves for gain, the robber
who plunders the flock, and the shepherd who leads his
sheep into green pastures, and lays down his life in their
defense. He brings before us the picture of the Orien-
tal sheep-fold, not a covered building, but a rude inclo-
sure, open to the sky, surrounded by stone walls over-
topped with thorn bushes, and entered by a single door,
way. In this yard a number of flocks are kept at night-

d y and givee a call to his own sheep. In the
huddled mass each member of his flock hears the sum-
mons, and follows after his own shepherd, until flock
after flock has left the fold, each wending its way over
the meadows to its own pasture, with the shepherd at
its head. The man who at midnight seeke to climb the
wall shows himself to be a robber; the shepherd who
leaves his sheep in their hour of need is no true shep-
herd, but a hireling; while he who owns and knows
each one of his sheep is ready to die in their defense,
The Saviour shows by this illustration that he is at
once the door by which each one enters the fold,
and the Good Shepherd who lays down his life for the
sheep,
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Explanatory and Practical Notes.

Ver. 1. Verily, verily. “raly, truly ;" the for-
mula with which Jesus was wont to preface aun im-
portant utterance. He that entereth not by the door.
To the Oriental wheep-fold there is but one door, and the
porter watches all night beside it. Any stranger trying
to climb over the wall, by that very act would be known
as & robber. The reference is to such us become
teachers of religion from evil or, selfish motives, and not
in the spirit of the Gospel. ‘Fhe sheep-fold. Here
representing the earthly yet invisible Church of Christ,
the fold containing many flocks which are yet one. A
thiefand a robher, Often havechurches been deceived
and souls been led astray by men who claimed to be
teachers of truth, but were without the divine commis-
sion,

2. Entereth In by the door. By the same door both
the flock and the shepherd enter, and that door, as
explained below, is Christ, through whom alone is given
entrance into the true Church of the redeemed in_earth
and heaven, The shepherd of the sheep. Or “a
shepherd,” as in the ma in of Rev. Ver.; the true

astor or leader of the floc of Christ, whether a min-

ster in the pulpit or a teacher in the Sunday-school.

3. To him the porter openeth. It is not necessa
to find & meaning in every part of the parable (thoug!
strictly speaking this is not a parable) : but the porter
may represent either the controlling body in the Church
or the eluly Spirit by which the Church is guided. The
sheep hear his voice. Phe sheep in this parable ure
not the members of the organized earthly Church, of
which some are good and some are bad, but the true
followers of Christ, whose names are written in
heaven. These have an instinctive erception of truth,
and rhcoqnlu the one who utters it. (1) Are you one
Q{ (Christ's true flock ? His own sheep by name. The
Oriental shepherd never drives, but always leads.
his flock ; hus aname for each sheep, and can call it. So
it is with the great Shepherd, an! 80 is it in & measure
with hix true under-shepherds. (2) Do you try to know
thoroughly the souls committed to your care?

4. He goeth before them. Bear in mind the double
reference to Christ himself, the great Bh?hard. and to
those who are his true representatives. 'here i3 & 8ig-
nificance in this going before the flock. The true
teacher can bring his followers only where he goes
before into experiences that he has realized, and intoa
fellowship which he has enjoyed. ‘They know his

e. The true disciple lives in fellowship with his

Master, and hears his voice speaking in the silence of
the soul. He knows it by the witness of the Spirit, and
by its accord with the utterance of the Word.

5. A stranger. Any one who has not the message
of the trne Shepherd, but speaks out of his own will,
Will flee from him, Travelers in the East_have often
noticed that when they attempt to call the flock, using
the words of the shepherd, the sheep will run from them.

parable, The word here translated * par-
abl ot that used in the other gospels, but is else-
where translated ¢ proverb,” and means & saying with
& hidden neaning. This fllustration might properly be
called an nllegory. They understood not. Not even
the disciples of Jesus could understand the deeper
spiritual truths of this “parable,” and to the Jews in
general it was nlmiost meaningless. (3) How fortunate
are we who receive a clearer revelation!

7. Then said Jesus, He went throu h the allegor
a second time, interpreting its princip elements. 1
am the door of the sheep, The door through which
the sheep enter into the fold, and throngh which
shepherds come to the sheep. 1t is not through the
Church that we come to Christ, but through Christ that
we come into the Church.

8. All that ever came before me, Notthe prophets

of the Old Testament, but those who set themselves
before him, in his place. And he says are thieves and
robbers, not were, showing thut the reference is to the
then present ; to the Pharisees who claimed to be shep-
herds, while they were deceivers, The sheep did not
bear them, The true heart-followers of God possess i
spiritual instinet by which they detect the fulse and
accept the true in teuching.

9. By me ifany man enter in. Through faith in
Christ as our Saviour we enter into his fold, the invis-
ible Church. He shall be saved. Placed in a safe
position, out of danger from wolves, and sure of
abundant pasture. Find pasture. The food of the
spiritual nuture, which they find who are i Christ.

10. The thief. He is the enemy of souls, whether
as the false teacher, the persecutor, or the opposer of
the Gospel. At that time he was the Pharisee who pre-
tended to hold the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 1
am come, He now introduces himself in a new light,
not only a8 the door, but ulso a: the chief shepherd, the
head ofall the under-shepherds. ‘That they might have
life. The spiritual life which Christ only can impurt.

11. 1 am the good shepherd. Just a¢ he is the Son
of man, embodying complete ideal humanity, 8o he is
the Good slur erd, uniting in perfection the traits of
all true shepherds. Giveth ife for the sheep,
The Oriental shepherd must face the storms with his
sheep, and to find them when lost must fight with wild
beasts and more dangerous robbers in their behalf. So
our Shepherd gives up his life to save ours. 4
%«A%‘{,w cross ever stood in the landscape

12, 13. He that is a hireling, That is, a hired
man, working for his wages only. The application is
to ministers who preach the Gospel for a living. instead
of living to preach the Gospel. hose own the sheep
are not. All he cares for the sheep is to secure his
own salary, whether the sheep ure fed or whether they

o hungry. The woll. Perhaps liere representing

atan, the enemy of souls, or his agents, whoever they
may be. Because hireling. To him the welfure
of the sheep is as nothing, and gain evelay thlnﬁ; while
1o the true shepherd gain is nothing, and the sheep are
every thing.

14, 15. Know my sheep. We havea Saviour and &
Shepherd who has & p 1 ledge and notice of
each one among his mun{ million sheep, ns though he
were the only one. Am known of mine. Each true
disciple knows his Lord and enjoys loving -communion
with him. As the Father knoweth me. The Rev.
Ver. makes the connection of these two verses more
clear : ** I know mine own, and mine own know me, even
as the Father knoweth me, and I know the Father."
That is, the relation between Christ and his flock on
earth is as close as the relation between Christ und his
Father in heaven.

16. Other sheep | have, Here a plain reference
to tha Gentile world, in which were many true seekers
after God, ‘They shall hear my voice. As yet these
Gentile seekers were ignorant of their Shepherd,
though unconsciously led by him. Soon they were to
know him, even a8 his Jewish disciples. One fold.
The Rev. Ver. is far better, “one flock.” There mn;
he many folds in which Christ’s people are sheltered,
but there is only one flock, and only one great
Shepherd.

17, 18, Therefore doth my Father loveme, Asif
God, the Father of all loved his son the more hecinse
of his self-sacrifice in dying for men. ‘T'hat | might
take it again, Christ gave up his life a8 our &
that he might take it aguin ns our interces<or
taketh | in and again Jesus declared the volun-
tary nature of his death.

HOME READINGS.

M. Jesus, the Good Shepherd. John 10, 1-18.

7w. The door to God. Eph. 2. 10-22,

W. God's care for his flock, Ezek. 34, 12-24.

7h. The shepherd and the sheep. Luke 15. 1-7.

F. 'The sacrifice for loat sheep. 1 Pet. 2. 10-25.

8. The great fold. Eph. 4.1-16.

#. The Lord our shepherd. Psa. 23.1-6.

1 am the good shepherd: the £ood shepherd gireth

am the good shepherd : the g vetl

hils life for the sheep. John 10. 11, »

LESSON HIYMNS,
No. 11, Dominion Hymnal.
Jesus | the Name high over all,
l.nlnll.ot-rth.orlk{'
and men before it fall,
And devils fear and fly.

No. 8,

Dominion Hymnal.
Saviour, like a 8h lead
‘Much'we :M G:I;h :'u.
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No. 10, Dominion Hymnal,
Shepherd of tender youth,
Guiding in love and truth
Through devious ways,

TIME.—Closely following events of last lesson.

PLACE.—Jerusalem, Prubably in the temple.

RULENS.—Sume as before,

CONMVEUTING LINKS.—The doctrine of life by
deuth is now taught, He has declured himself the hread
of life, the giver of the water of life, the Son of God,
the eternal, 1 AM, and now he comes to his office as Re-
deemer, usserts his power over his own life, und that
the work he is fulfilling i through God's command-
ment. ** At all this, the division ahout him among the

cople beeame still more vehem.nt, some saying that
{:e niad & devil and was mad."

8 10N.~ The good shep

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

4. The Fod, v, 14

What was a sheep-fold in the days of Christ ¢

Why was u fold necessary ?

‘What beautiful custom is pictured in these verses ?

Mow had the people of God always been called ¥

Whut one of the psalms may huve suggested this fig-
are to Jesus ¥

What similarities can you find between these verses
and the psalm ?
‘2. The False Rhepherd, v, 5-13,

What does John call this illustration ? ver, 6.

Whut is a parable #

By what two titles does Jesus call himself in these
wverses ¥ ver. 7,11,

Who were the *“ thieves and robbers " who had come
before Jesus §

What Old Testament picture does Jesus repaint here?
Read Jer. 50. 6.

3. The Faithful She

erd, v, 14-18,

What mutual relation of knowiedge between the
'heeu%.,thc shepherd, and the loving Father is here
stat

What was the thing which the Father knew of him,
and he knew from the Father ? Last clause of ver. 15 ;
last clause of ver. 18.

How was fidelity as a ehepherd to be tested ?

How did he suggest salvation also for the Gentiles ¢

What ie the promise as to the final result of our Shep-
herd’s work ? ver. 16,

What was to come to the sheep as the result of his
laying down his life ? ver. 15, last clause,

Practieal Teachings.

1. There i= a fold ready for ever;
sheep, He stands at the open door
do we not enter ?

2. The world is full of dangers of every ort that will
destroy the soul unlees some one defends ue, Christ
has done it. He has laid down his life to guard ns. Do
you helieve it ¢

3. There are rheep of many folds, but only one Shep-
herd. Many poo“lo in thix world, but only one Jesus,
‘Salvation in no other way. Do you believe it ¥

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. The Fold, v. 1-4,
How mngt the sheep-fold he entered ?
Who are thieves and rohbers ¢
Who entereth in by the door ¥
Who know the llheRh
How does the shepherd care for his sheep ?
Why do the sheep follow him ¢
2. The False Shepherd, v, 5-13,
Whom will the sheep avoid ? Why ?
What did Jesue say of himeelf ¢
nt does entrance throngh this door secure ¢
Whom do we find through thix door # Eph, 2.18.
What does Jesus ngain nnﬁ‘of himself ¢
What are the marks of a fulse shepherd ?
hy does he leave the sheep ?
3. The Faithful Shepherd, v, 14-18.
What marke the troe shepherd ?
How does he prove his love ?
Who are meant by * this fold #*
To whom besides is Jesus a ﬂugnrd ? See Isa. 56. 8.
What is said of him in 1 Pet, 2. 251
In what is the Father well pleaced ?
In what Is the obedience of Jesus shown ?

one of Christ's
ling us in. Why

Teachings of the Lesson,
Where, in this lesson, are we taught—
1. The safety of the Christian ?
2. The reason of that eafety ?
8. The cost of their security ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,
What parable did Jesns gpeak unto the people ! The
parable of the guod shepherd and hi« sheep.

What did he enll himself ¥ (Repent the Golden Text.)

Who are the sheep * Al who love and follow him.

Wihat is meant by the sheep-fold ? The Church of
God's people,

Who only cun enter in and be saved ? Those who
believe in Jesus,

Why ¢ Beeause he is the door of the fold.

What did the good sheplierd do for his sheep ? He
laid down his life for them.

Why ? Because he loved them,

Wihat does he give to his sheep ?  Eternal life.

How does he love them and know them ¢ Even as
the Father knows and luves his onl

What doe
They shall become one flock under

Wio sent Jesus to guide and feed the sheep ?
the Father,

Why did the Father love Jesus? Because he was
obedient to his will,

What was the will of the Futher? That Jesus lay
down his life for the sheep,

What power did the Father give Jesus? Power to
In& down his life and power to take it up again,

ow does the Good Shepherd care for the children,
the Inmbs of his flock ¢ *‘He shall gather the lambs
with his arm, and carry them in his bosom”

‘Words with Little People.
PRAYER.

** Precious S8hepherd, full of love,

oy

Look upon us from above;

We thy lambs would ever be,
Teach us how to thee,
When the path ix rongh and steep,
Gently lead our little feet;

And, when dangers near us lie,
S-hiy guurd with watchful eye,
Be our constant guide and stay,
Keep us in the nurrow way:
Thus, when perile all are past,
Safe we'll reach the fold at lust.”

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
[For the entire school.]

1. What does Jesus call himgell * The good
2. Who are his flock ? ose who belleve in

hi 3. What does Christ do ue the xhep-

nd leads his own, 4. What does

! know s of his flock ? “ I know

8. Whut does Christ say in the Golden

‘ext ¥ am,” ete. 6. How did he give bis life for
us? By dying on the cross.

TEXTS AT CHURCH,
Morning Text............

B PP YT LTy

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLIRE.
Shepherds and Sheep,

I. Tux Favse SurpHErD,

1. A Robber. “ 7he same is a thigf" v. 1.
““Ye have robbed me.” Mal. 3. 8,
“ Prophesy ngainst the shepherds," Ezek. 34. 2.

2. A Stranger. *‘ Know not the voice.” v. 5.
“Noman taketh this honor." Heb. 5. 4.
* Having a form of godliness.” 2 Tim. 8. 5.

3. A Hireling. * Nol the shepherd.” v, 13.
“ Woe to the idol shepherd.” Zech, 11. 17.
““Bupposing that gain is godliness.” 1 Tim. 6.85.
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11, Tue True SHEPHERD,
1. Entereth in by the door. V. 2.
Lo, I come."” Psa. 40. 7, 8.
“There 18....one mediator.” 1 Tim. 2. 5.
2. Calleth his own sheep. V. 3.
w1 know thee by nume.” Exod. 8317,
“The Lord knoweth them that ave his." 2 Tim.
2.19.
8. Leadeth them out. v. 3.
« Feed his flock like & shepherd.” Isa, 40.11.
« Leadeth thee by the way."” Isa. 48. 17,
4. Giveth his life for the sheep. v. 11.
« A ransom for many." Matt. 20. 28,
«Christ died for us.” Rom. 5. 8.
111, Tue Sneep.
1. Hear his voice. v. 3.
“The voice of my beloved.” Sol. Song 2. 8.
« Hear, and ycar soul shall live.” Isa. 55. 8.
2. Know his voice. v. 4.
« Know the joyful sound.” Psa. 89. 15.
+We do know that we know him." 1 John2. 8-6.
8. Follow him. v. 4.
“ My soul followeth....thee." Psa. 63. 8.
“ Follow his steps.” 1 Pet. 2. 21.
4. Shall be saved. v.9.
« According to his mercy." Titus8. 5.
“ By grace. ...through fuith,” Eph. 2. 8.
5. Shall find pasture. v. 9.
“Lie down in green pastures.” Psa. 2.2
In a fat pasture shall they feed.” Ezek. 34, 14,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEUPLE.
The Shepherd and his Flock.

1. Christ has a flock in this world, and in that flock
every believer is a sheep.

2. Christ has a fold for his flock—the Church, with
its care and protection, keeping out the wolves, and
keeping in tue sheep.

3. The flock of Christ has its enemies, either open or
secret : the thief and robber, seeking to plunder ; the
wolf, hungry to destroy : the stranger, who would mis-
Jead ; and the hireling, who would neglect. Our only
safety lies in keeping close to the Shepherd.

4. Christ is the great Shepherd of his flock. Heowns
his sheep, for he has bought them with his blood ; he
Jeads them by his voice ; he knows ench one of his
many and for the tenderest lamb he is will-
ing to luy down his life.

8. Christ has shepherds who are his helpers in the
care of is <heep. They enter the fold through Christ
the door; they have true fellowship with their Master
and with the sheep ; they live to labor for the flock.

@. Christ's flock have certain duties and privileges.
They enjoy communion with their Muster ; they huve
sweet pasturage ; they are safe in his care, and they
submit to his will.

¥nglish Teacher’s Notes.

If we were asked to name a calling involving
hardship, danger, the risk even of life, and de-
manding fortitude, endurance, and courage, we
should hardly name that of a shepherd. Let the
teacher put the question to his class and he will
assuredly meet with a very different answer. A
soldier, a sailor, an explorer, amincr, a diver, would
probably be put forward first. Yet ““a shepherd”
would be as correct an answer as any of these. The

e ———————
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of eclat in them ; they suggest thoughts of adventure,

of prominent exploit, even of fame; while the lot of

a shepherd is humble and obscure. The pictures in

which the shepherd and the sheep are represented

are also generally suggestive of peace and quiet; the

shepherd looks roposeful and serene; the sheep

docile and happy. Let us look beyond such pictures

at the nctual reality of & shepherd’s life, und we

shall find it is something very different.

It is & calling involving trouble. Slieep are not so

docile as they look in picturcs, They are silly, ob-

stinate, continually straying, and unable to help

themselves or find their way back again, A lady
walking on the shore in the Isle of Arran observed
two sheep apparently muking for the water, utterly

unconscious that they were in any danger. The
shepherd was leading the flock by asafe roud higher
up and could not just then leave them. She was
obliged to imitate the ery made by sheep in order to
get the wanderers to turn and follow her, and thus
bring them back to the shepherd.

It is a calling involving hurdship. A shepherd
must be out on the cloudy and stormy days as well
a8 the bright, sunshiny ones. Shepherds in Austra-
lia must live ot in the * bush,” miles and miles.
from any civilized dwelling, “ roughing” it day after
day in solitude.

1t is a calling involving danger. Heat and cold,
lightning and flood, storm and snow, threaten the
shepherd. There is & Devonshire tale of a stalwart
shepherd who had to dig his flock out of the snow,
one by one, and one by one to curry them into a place
of shelter.

It is a calling involving risk of life. I have my-
self heard of a shepherd boy who went after some
lost sheep by night, and came home soaked through
and through to lie down on his bed and die.

And the life of an Eastern shepherd, such as the

for to-day refers to, includes all this—
trouble, hardship, danger, risk of life. See 1 Sam.
17. 84, 85 ; Ezek. 84, 123 Amos 3. 12; Matt, 18, 12,
And 80 unremitting in care, so tender, so brave, so
strong, was a shepherd supposed to be, that not only
is David, the king of the Lord’s choice, compared
to one, but Jehovah himself takes this title, and
appoints it also as the title of the promised Messiah :
«Shepherd of [srael.”  Gen. 49. 243 Pra. 80.1; Psa.
78.71, 723 Ezck. 34. 28,

But there are false shepherds, mean, selfish
shepherds, who care not for the flock intrusted to
them, and in our last lesson we read of men who
resembled these, The Pharisces were the religious
rulers of the nation, and ought to have cared for
the people. Yet they had *cast out of the syna-
gogue,” or excommunicated, the beggar for confess-
ing what the Lord Jesus had done for him. They
had acted as ** thieves and robbers” xecking their
own selfish ends, and * caring not for the shecp.”
And our Lord took this orsasion to utter one of his
most beautiful and precious parables, or allegories,
and declare of himself, *“ 1 am the Good Shepherd.”
Let us well mark what this means, It meuns all

difference is that the former callings have more or less

that is contained in the other half of the Golden
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Text: * The Good Shepherd giveth his llﬁ. for thc
sheep,” It means, as we have seen, a life of trouble,
hardship, danger, and more than lhut—it means &
life laid down.

Look at his life on earth—all that we know of it
during the few years of his public ministry—was it
an easy one? Let the cluss recall what they have
read—his journeys up and down in Galilee, the mul-
titude flocking round him, so that there was *no
leisure so much as to eat” (Murk 6. 81)—the re-
jection and hatred which met him at Jerusalem—the
persceution, the seeking to slay him, of which we
have lately heard. And all this was for the sheep.

Then, what did it come to in the end? To his
bitter agony and death, He laid down his life for
the sheep (this is three times repeated, vers, 15, 17,
18) because there was no other way to save them.
Here is the test of the * Good Shepherd.” Moses
had the spirit of a true shepherd in him: *“Blot me,
Ipray thee, out of thy book which thou hast
written,” Comp. Psa. 69. 28, But the death of
Moses would have been of no avail. It would not
have saved one man in Israel. Only the blood of
that Great Shepherd of the sheep (Heb. 13, 20) could
atone for sin and save sinners,

The shepherd boy mentioned above, who died
from the effects of seeking the lost sheep, could do
no more for the flock. When he laid down his life
he had done all in his power. But the * Great
Shepherd” was *‘brought again from the dead”—
41 was dead ; and behold I am alive for evermore.”
And now he gives his risen life for the sheep. Look
what he does for them :

He calls them by name.

He leads them out.

He goes before them.

1 have not space to enter scparately into these
dealings of the * Good Shepherd,” symbolized by
the actual custom of shepherds in the Enst. But let
the teacher usk the class to think what all this in-
volves: Each of the thousands of believing souls in
all ages called by name—the little girls in the class
there—and how many other classes throughout the
land! The boys of America who have learned to love
the 8hepherd—the boys of England—India—Africa,
ete.—cach one called and loved separately. Then
<each one led out, path prepared, steps guided,
Shepherd going on first, making the way for each
one, And then remind them how often the sheep
o astray, how one after another has to be followed
and brought back. True, it is the Almighty Lord
who does this, but it is also the man Christ Josus,
Think of the condescension, think of the pains (if
we may so speak), think of the tenderness !

One thing more, How may a child become one of
these favored sheep? And Jesus tellsus: ** Tam the
door” into the sheep-fold. Come to him, the
dying, risen, living Saviour, and he will receive
youand mark you for his own.

Berean Methods.
Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the Class.
Show the difference between Oriental shepherding
and ours; the sheep-folds, leading the flock, defending
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nguinnt wild belnh-. etc ...How tha Chureh of Christ is
a sheep-fold....Who conumu.e the flock of Christ..
Three classes of dangers to the flock here pointed oul.
....Four traits of the true shepherd a& found in this
lesson....Five privileges of the sheep as here shown.
(For answers to these three questions see the Analytical
and Biblical Outline.)....Read carefully the General
Statement, and Thoughts for Young People, on this les-
son. ILLUSTRATION, Thesheep in the Orient are so tame
and o trained that they follow their keeper with the
utmost docility. He leads them forth from the fold, or
from their houses in the villages, just where he pleases.
As there are many flocks in such a place as this, each
one takes a different path, and it is his business to find
pasture for them. It is necessary, therefore, that they
should be taught to follow, and not to stray away into
the unfenced fie'ds of corn which lie so temptingly on
either side. Any one that thue wanders is sure to get
into trouble. The shepherd calls sharply from time to
time to remind them of his presence. They know his
voice, and follow on; but if a stranger call, they stop
short, 1ift up their heads in alarm, and if it is repeated
they turn and flee, because they know not the voice of
a stranger. This is not the fanciful costume of a para-
ble; it is simple fact. I have made the experiment re-
peatedly. The shepherd goes before, not merely to
point out the way, but to sce that it is practicable and
safe.—

References, hnlnn 's HAND-Book. Verse1: The
sheep-fold, 803 Vers. 3-5: Shepherd and sheep, 804,

CATECHISM QUESTION,
83, What do you mean by the attributes of God?
All the perfections of his nature,

84. What do the Scriptures teach concerning God's
attributes ?

That he is omnipresent and almighty, that he is
omniscient and all-wise.

Blackbhoard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

DANGER:

JESUS 1S THE (GOOD" SHEPHER

In this illustration the fold is intended to represent
the Church of Christ, and by it teach the necessity for
entering within its walls. There is safety in the fold to
those who enter in by the true way, which is the door
of Christ. He is the true Shepherd, and the sheep will
know his voice, and not stray away.

SveeesTioN. Explain the form and use of the ancient
sheep-fold—the safety within, the danger withont—and
then show the safe-guards afforded by the Church to
those who seek the protection of the great Shepherd.

THE SHEEP
ASTRAY. HELPLESS. HOPELESS.
Ransomed with the blood of the Shepherd.
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Primary and Intermediate,

Lzssox Taovaut. The Shepherd's Care. Any teacher
can this iful leseon ly to make
a lasting impression on the child’s mind. The sheep-
fold was a low, flat building, opening into a court, which
wus surrounded by a stone wall. The wall was often
protected on the top by & layer of thorns. The door-
way leading into the court was carefully guarded. A
good " illustration of the sheep-fold may be found in
+ Hand-book of Bible Manners and Customs,” page 428,

Tell that while in Jerusa
lem, Jeeus, in talking to the
people, epoke of his followers
as sheep, and himself as the
Shepherd. Aek what the fold

) * o is for, und bring out the idea
//f that sheep have enemics.
=4/, Show that the door is guarded
[ :ﬂ’ A to keep robbers out. The
—— shepherd has a right to go in
and out of the door. The man who guards the door
opens to him. Make something to represent a shep-
herd leading the sheep into the fold. Wby do they fol-
low him? Teach that it is because they know him,
He knows the sheep all by name. If oneis lame, or
sick, he has a very tender care for that one. The sheep
know the shepherd and love him. If youcan draw
make a lamb caught in a thicket of thorns, and the
shepherd near by reaching out his hand to rescue the
lamb. Tell that it is right for us to use this figure, be-
cause Jesus did. He ie the good Shepherd. He knows
all the people who love him by name. He hasa very
tender love and care for the lambs. He wants them all
inasafe place, just as the shepherd wants his skeep in
the fold at night. Where is the place of safety for
Jesus's flock ?  With the Shepherd. Away from him
are dangers. The one who gets away from Jesus will
be torn by the thorns and hunted by the wolves. But
the one who listens to the Shepherd's voice and obeys
it will be kept from harm, and be led in pleagant paths,

How shall we get into the fold of Jesus ? Print over
the door of the sheep-fold, ** Jesus.” Tell that he said,

—

A. D.30,]
John 11, 1-16. [ Commit to memory verses 1-4.

1 Now a certain man was s}ck.
a.l [

named Laz’a-rus, of Beth’a-ny, the
town of Ma’ry and her sister
Mar'tha.

2 (It was that Ma'ry which
anointed the Lord with ointment,
and wil his _feet with her hair,
whose brother Laz’a-rus was sick.)

{ hls Th".'m'fn :lll' ;l;ul\: :nt gnm

m, saying, old, he whom

thou lovest is sick. »

4 When Jesus henrd that, he said. This sickness is
not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son
of God might be glorified thereby.

5 Now Je’sus loved Mar’tha, and her sister, and
Laz’a-rus,

6 When he had heard thercfore that he was sick, he
abode two days still in the same place where he was.

7 Then after that said he to Ais disciples, Let ua go
into Ju-de’n ugain.

LESSON 11l. THE DEATH OF LAZARUS.

“1 am the door.” Cometo Jesus and ask him to make
you his child and to take you in, and he will do it right
away. Then, when you are in, he will take care of
you. Cull for Golden Text. Make cross, and teach
thut Jesus guve his life on the cross for his sheep. Let
all repeat with folded hands,

«Kind is my Shepherd, and large is the fold

To which he calleth the young us the old;

Tenderly watching, in wakiug and sleep,

Over us, evermore, guard he doth keep.'

Lesson Word-Plctures.
Sheep, big and little, strong and weak, old and young—

a hurrying, jostling flock at the door of the sheep-fold !
And there is the shepherd, who stands and calls them
one by one ! For every little lamb, too, he has u loving
nume, and how they run and bury their heade in the
orms held out to them! That stranger who has just
halted on his way pust the fold—he tries his voice, but
who of the flock know and mind him ?  The shepherd’s
fond and well-known tones gather all about him.
And there he goes toward the pasture, this strong, gen-
tle friend leading off, u tender lamb in his botom, a big
bleating flock behind him. 1 see him now leading them
into the green pastures, and they scatter in valley and
on hill-side, feeding on the sweet, juicy grass. 1 wateh
him guiding them beside the #till waters that sparkle:
deep and clear and cool at the bottom of the hill.
Through some valley of shadows he is guiding them.
Look ! Those bright, sharp eyes area wolf's waiting
to spring out of that ugly, black hole. The flitting
shadow soon seen among the bushes+that too is the
wolf"s, eager to make his fatal spring. O how safe they
are as that frightened flock come closer and huddle un-
der the ehepherd's strong, protecting crook! The
storm breaks now out of that blackened sky, and hark!
Hear the cry of some * silly lamb ™ astray as the tem-
pest darkens and rushes and roars ! How swift the
shepherd's feet that run and rescue ! It is evening
now. The night-winds are chilly. There is the sound,
though, of pattering feet around the shepherd. There,
100, is the safe and sheltered fold ahead. There, too,
is the opened door, and heaven gives home's fond wel~
come to the weary now gathered to ite rest.

[July 18.

8 His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jewe of late:
sought to stone thee; and goest thou thither ngain?

Jesus unswered, Are there not twelve hours in the
duy ¢ If any mun walk in the day, he stumbleth not,
because he seeth the light of this world,

10 But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, be-
cause there is no light in him,

11 These things said he: and after that he gaith unto
them, Our friend Laz’u-rue sleepeth; but I go, that 1
may awake him out of gleep.

a 12 'l;;u:n said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall
o well,

13 Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they
thought that he had spoken of udﬂn‘z of rest In sleep.

hen said Je’sus unto them plainly, Laz’u-rus is

ead.
15 And T am glad for your eakes that 1 was not there,
:’o the intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us go unto

im.

16 Then said Thom’as, which is called Did’y-mus,
unto his fellow disciples, Let us also go, that we may
die with him,

General Statement.

Jesus remained in Judea nearly three months, from
the feast of tabernacles to the feast of dedication.
Though few details are given of his ministry. it would

Bethany, where he found a home witha family of wealth
and social distinction. In that family were three per-
sons toward whom Jeens felt a peculinr affection. One

appear that during the day he taught in the temple, or | was the older sister Martha, whose active zeal could not
walked in the etreets of Jerusalem. The hatred of the | rest in her service for Jesus ; another wus the younger:
Jewish leaders was so intense that it was not eafe for | sister Mary, who was content to xit at the Muster's feet

him to remain in the city at night, lest lie might be taken

in their plots ; but he was safe in the little village of | young man, Lazarus, the idol of the household,

and listen to his wondrons worde: the third wn:




July 18.] SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.

deeply beloved by the Saviour. At the time of the feast
of dolleallon the hostility of the Jews became 80 intense
that they raised a mob, and actually undertook to mur-
Only with the greatest difficulty could he es-
hands, Hie ministry in Judea was therefore
d he turned his thoughts toward Perea, the

d,
i of Palestine
b [

provln'ee beyond Jordan, the only section
which he had not visited. He was at B
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ously ill, Hedid not at once go to his bedside, for then
the divine power would not have been so manifest, and
the faith of his friends would not have received so
strong an impulse. He waited two days, until he knew
that l!lnru» was dead, and then proposed to his disei-
ples to return to Judea. They were surprised at what
umed his presumption in r'l:mln‘ his life among such

the banks of Jordan, when a message came from Beth-
any informing him that his friend Lazarus was danger-

ut , willing to die,
be, by his side.

Explanatory and Practical Notes.

Verse 1, A certain
man, He is not named
exceptin this f,""“" per-
he '8 ecause he was atill
living when the other
Snlplll were written.

ut there is no reagon for

8u| ing that the gos-
R‘e ?ﬁuf- considered
8

resurrection greater
and more noteworthy
than the other miracles.
Named Lazarus, A
Greek form of the He-
brew name Eleazar,
“God is my help.” OF
A small vil-
lage on the eastern slope

of the Mount of Olives, about two miles from Jerusalem.
1t is now ealled after the name of Lazarus, el Azariyeh.
The town of Mary. Several persons of this name,are
mentioned in the New Testament, This Mary was not
the Mary Magdulene who firat saw the Saviour, nor * the
woman which wae a sinner,” who anointed him earlier
in his ministry. Her sister Martha, She it was who
was ** cumbered with much serving ** during the visit of
Jesus (Luke 10. 88-42). The family seems to have
been one of wealth and social position, if we can Jml:c
o

3.

by the friends atthe funeral (vers, 81, 45), the fenst, t
family tomb, and Mary's costly gift, John 12. 2,
(1) Notice that the smallest i8 worthy of note if it is
the home of friends of Jesus.

2, It was that Mary. The anointing by Mary did
not take place until after the death and raising of Laz-
arus. but it is 1 here by anti . Which
anointed the Lord. This act of love had already
become widely known when John's gngel was
written, thus falfilling the prophecy of Matt. 26. 18. (2)
Deeds of love to Christ are never forgotten, but will bring
everlasling honor to the doer,

3. Therefore his sisters sent. Knowing that Jesus
had healed others, they sent to him word of their
brother’s fllness, He ‘whom thou lovest is sick.
They do not uek Jesus to come and heal hie friend. It
is enough to inform him of Lazarus's illness; the
Saviour's love will read between the lines their desire,
(8) We too nmlvo:}ioy the honor of being friends of Jesus.
mw:acah:lull lesus all our troubles, and feel sure that

wi Ip us.

4. Thissickness is not unto death,
death should not be its final result; but the sisters
doubtless understood that Lazaras would recover, How
their faith in Jesus must have been tried when they
saw him die! But for the glory of God, Observe
how often Christ points our thoughts onward to results,
when we would look back to causes, God would be
nlorlﬂo(l far more in the resurrection of Lazarus than in

i8 restoration to health, May we not =ay the same of
the death and resurrection of our friends ? It is far
greater to raise them np from the grave than to preserve
them from dying. That the Son of God, With what
calmness the Nazarene carpenter takes to himself this
loftiest of all names | Might be glorifled. The raising
of Lazarus was to be an important link in the chain of
events leading to the death, resurrection, and aszension
of Christ, which in John's gospel are refer:od to col-
lectively as his *‘being glorified.” (5) God's glory is
often in events that dring to us sorrow.

5. Now Jesus loved Martha. The word in the
original refers to friendship only, and not to an emotional
affection, Tt is said that he {oud Lazarus (v. 8), but
that he was @ friend t: Martha and Mary. Martha
and her sister. The two =isters represent different
types of character, one that of zeal and activity, the
other that of contemplation, They are doubtless named
here in the order of their age, and Lazarus was younger
than either, (6) 7here may be genuine love Christ
under the most oppoeite forms of manifestation.

He meant (hat |

6. When he had heard therefore. There is a

rculhr emphasis on this word ther¢fore. He loved
hem, and ther¢fore he delayed his coming ; because he
would come when he could bring them the test
blessing, and develop i them the ttrongest faith. In
thesame place. He wasat Bethabara, or, leeordlnato
the Rev, Ver., Bethuny beyond Jordan. Most writers
have identified this at a ford of the Jordan, nearly op-
rosm Jericho, but some recent wuthorities favor the
ord ‘ﬁ%, a ::}tlzml:‘:‘!h‘ of the Sea of Galilee. (7) The
seeming delays n answering our rmym are
because he loves us, and would make our deliverance the
more marked.

7. Then after that. When his divine omniscience
showed him that the right moment for intervention had
now arrived. Let us go into Judea again. He said
nothing about going to Bethany, and his disciples did
not know the errand of his journey, but supposed that
he ded to return to lem,

8. His disciples. Who were surprised that just as
he was beginning his work in Perea he should wish to
Jeave it and face once more the perils of the capitol.
The Jew. In John's gospel ‘“the Jews” are the

eople of Judea, who were always bitterly opposed to

esns, Of late sought to stone thee. 8 than a
month before, at the feast of dedication, when Jesus
had been compelled to leave the city. Their violence
had showed what danger he must incur in revisiting the
capitol.

9. Jesus answered, Not ﬁlvlng a direct answer,
but announcing & truth which contained the answer.
Are there not twelve hours ¥ He put into other words
the saying,** Man i8 immortal till his work is done.”
(God gives to men a certain time fora certain work, and
he who sees clearly his path of duty walks in safety.
Seeth the light of this world. Just as the sun gives
light to the earth, so God's word, the 8pirit, and reason
point us to the way of dutzod(a) w assur-
ance that he who is doing s will is safe!

10. If a man walk in the Milm' Without the clear
lightof duty. H h ukinge i whicl
mnx bﬂnﬁ-l im to failure and ruin. There is no light
in him. He has not the clear guidance of the Sun of
righteousness.

11, Ourfriend Lazarus sleepeth, He meant, though
his disciples knew it not, that just as from sleep there
is & waking, so there will be from death, The very ex-
pression ** sleep of death," and the name * cemetery,”
which menns ** sleeping place.” point to a resurrection
and a life hereafter. 1go, that l may awake him. e
declares his pu to work the miracle, and thereby
shows the fullest confidence in hig supernatural powers,

12, 13, Then sald his disciples. They endeavor
to dissuade him from going to Judea, since it is not
necessary, if Lazarus isrecovering. Ifhesleep, heshall
do well, They take his words literally, when he is
speaking figuratively. Jesus spake of his death. To
us, knowing the whole story, and familiar with the fig-
urative expressions of Christ. it seems strange that
they should have misunderstood his words. But even
now, after twenty centuries of vlnd‘! on the New Tes-
tament, it is not alwa; 8y to decide what 8 to be un-
derstood literally, and t figuratively.

14, 15. Then sald J nto them plainly. Drop-
pln: all metaphor, when he saw that his words were not
understood. Glad for your sakes, use from his
absence and the miracle their faith would be strength-
ened. That Iwans not there, Because if he had been pres-
ent Lazarus would have been restored without death.

16, Thomas, which is called Didymus. One name
ix Hebrew, the other Greek, and both mean “a twin."
Some writers see in his name a token of his nature, in
which two elements of faith and unbelief were united.
Let us also go, that we may die with him. Thomas
was slow to believe, but loyal to follow his Master.
His words show the peril which awaited Jesus in Judea,
where the rulers were bent on accomplishing hie death.
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HOME READINGS.
M. 'The death of Lazarus, John 11, 1-16.
7. The man of miracles. John 10. 19-42.
W. Death, the result of sin. Rom. 5. 12-21.
Th. The certainty of death. Eccl. 9. 1-10.
F. The entrance to eternity. 2 Cor. 5, 1-15.
8. The spiritunl death. E{h. 2. 1-12.
§. The eternal death. Matt, 25. 24-30.

GOLDEN TEXT.

Our friend Lazarussieepeth ; but 1go, that | may
awake him out of sleep. John 11.11.

LESSON MYMNS.

No. 208, Dominion Hymnal.
There is a glorious world of light,
Above the starry sky.

No. 209, Dominion Hymnal.
There is aland of pure delight,
‘Where saints immo gn,
Infinite day excludes the night,
And pleasures banish pain.

No. 206, Dominion Hymnal.
Give me the wings of faith to rise,
Within the veil, and see.

TIME.—During the four months between the Feast
of Dedication and the last Passover.

PLACE.—Bethabara, beyond Jordan,  (See De-
seriptive Index.)

RULERS.—Same as before.

CONNECTING LINKS.—The end draws swiftly
on. 'The hostility of the rulers of the Jews is open and
violent. For eafety he withdraws to the quiet of the
spot beyond Jordan, hallowed by John's work and his
own baptism. The last attempt at systematically
preaching his Gospel is begun by the seventy. He him-
elf continues his preaching to those who dare to still
follow him, and many believe. Into this quiet comes
the ery of despair : ‘' He whom thou lovest is sick."
Let us turn to the story.

~The ity of Jesus.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.

1. A Troubled Household, v. 14,
To what family are we introduced in thie lesson ?

What evidence is there that Jesus knew the whole

fumily well before this ? ver. 3.
How far away was Jesns at this time 4

What remark similar to the one in ver. 4 had Jesus

madeubout & blind man ?

How did this sickness result in the glory of Jesus ¥
vers, 47-52.
What spirit is shown in ver. 3 ¢ ix it hope, or fear, or

despondence
2. A True Friend, v

. 5-16.
'What beautiful trait of our Saviour's human charac-

ter is shown in these versés ?
Why had Jesus left Judea and gone to Perea?
‘What does he now give as his reason for returning?
How did the announcement affect the disciples ¥

How did Thomas express this feeling of delponda;lcyr

How does Jesus show his great love for Lazarus'
What are the characteristics of a true friend?

Practical Teachings.

1. To go to God with all our fears, with troubles, with

2. A True Friend, v. 5-16.
‘How did Jesus regard this housebold
What did he do when he heard the message ?
Where was he staying ? John 10. 40.
What did he proj 1o his disciples ?
‘What objection did they make ¥
‘What was Jesus's reply ¥
What assurance did he give them about Lazarus?
‘What was the disciples’ answer
To what did they think he referred ?
What explanation did Jesus make ?
Who were to be benefited by his absence ?
‘What was his invitation to t{-em ,
What was Thomas's proposition ¥
Teachings of the Lesson,
Where are we taught in this lesson—
1. The sympathy of Jesus with human sorrow 1
2. The symputhy of Jesus with humun friendships ?
3. That death is not destruction, but u sleep ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.

What friend of Jesus lay sick in Bethany ¥ Lazarus,
the o-lx brother of Mary and Martha.

How did_Jesus feel toward Lazarus und Mary and
Martha ? He loved them,

What message did Mary and Martha send Jesus?
« Lord, he whom thou lovest s sick.” [miles away.

Where was Jesus ! In Perea, about twenty-flve

How long did he stay in Perea after r iving this
Two da into J

| message ¥ Yo
What did he then #ay to his disciples ¥ ** Le
| Why did his disciples try to keep him from going !
For fear the Jews would kill him.

How did he answer them ¢ ** Are there not twelve
hours in the dor! A man will not stumble if he
walk when it Is light.”

What did these words of Jesus mean ¢ _That wicked
men had no power to shorten his life any more than
|ha, had power to shorten the day.

'What must Jesus finish before he could die? The
work hix Father had given him to do,

When are we walking in the light ? When we are

oing the work God gives us to do,

How did Jesus l‘;uk to his disciples of Lazarus?
(Rl?)ﬁl the Golden Text.)

ow did the disciples understand Jesus ? That
Lazarus was resting in sleep.
What did Jesus tell them plainly ? Lazarusisdead,
Why was Jesus glad for disciples that Lazarus
was dend ¥ Because a gre| blessing would come
to them through his death ¢ through his life,
‘What blessing? Stronger faith in Jesus as the
Son of God.
Who was willing to die with Jesus ? Thomas.

Words with Little People.

1f you are Jesus's own dear children, and are tr"m
| tolive for him, he will take you, full of ju'y. dear lils
| girl, dear little boy, **to the world of light,” BOME DAY.

"+ And under the ground where the violets sleep,
{ Your dear little body safe will keep.”
|
| THE LESSON CATECHISM.
[For the entire school.]
| 1. Who was Lazarus ? A friend of Jesus. 2. Where
didhelive? AtBethany, near Jerusalem. 3. What

| hu|-&vened to him? He was taken sick and died.

.'Where was Jesus at the time ! At Bethabara,
What did Jesus say of him in the

ond Jordan. B.

sickness, with every want that can arise, is one of our Golden Text ¥ «Qur friend,” etc.

great privileges,

2. Sometimes he waits more than *‘two days" before

he answers. But he knows what is bes* for us.

TEXTS AT CHURCH.

3. Danger did not deter Jeeus from a sarvice of love. |
In the * twelve hours " of the day he would walk with ; Morning Tebe..o.ees sossessnsissunssnnns

no fear.

les could not understand Jesus | .

e L
was no proof that he was not intent on a work of ten-

Texte..osrnenns

der love. We cannot always understand his word, but | _ e e ——

it is full of love nevertheless.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS. |

1. A Troubled Household, v. 1-4.
‘Who composed the household at Bethany ]
w what act had Mary become known ?
hat was their nt trouble ?
‘What message did send to Jesus ?
What did Jesus suy of the sickness ?

| ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
Jesus as & Friend.

| 1. A Lovixe Friexp.

‘ He whom thou lovest. v. 3.
« Behold my mother and my brethren." Matt. 12.49.
«The Son of God, who loved me." Gal. 2. 20,
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I1. A TuovenrruL Frieno,
This sickness . .. for the glory of God. v. 4.
““That the works of God....manifest.”” John 9. 8.
‘‘Himself....bare our sicknesses,” Matt. 8. 17.
IIl. A Couraerovs Frienp,
Let us go into Judea again. v. 7.
* Lo, he speaketh boldly.” John 7. 26,
“ Be strong in the Lord.” Eph. 6. 10,
1V. A Workine Frieno,
Are there not twelve hours? v. 9.
*“ Work the works of him that sent me.” John 9. 4.
“To finish his work." John 4. 34,
V. A Uewrive Frizwo,
1 go that I may awake him. v. 11,
““The Son quickeneth whom he will." John 5. 21,
' Will raise him up at the last day.” John 6. 40.

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
Friends of Jesus,

1. There are those whom Christ holds in special af-
fection as friends, because he sees in them certain noble
elements of character. He who would be a friend of
Jesus must be worthy of Jesus's friendship, v. 1-8.

2. The friends of Jesus are not exempt from trial,
sickness, calamity, and death in this life. On the con-
trary, they sometimes meet with these evils because
they are his friends. Jesus wu'ted awhile because he
loved Lazarus and his sisters ; hid they been strangers
he might have spoken a word, and healed him at once.
v. 4-6.

3. The friends of Jesus can call upon him in trouble,
assured that he will lend a sympathizing ear. We need
not send a messenger to tell him of our needs, for he
listens to our prayer. v, 8-6.

4. The friends of Jesus cannot always understand his
dealings with them. Their faith is tried when he de-
lays to come to their relief, even while he is actuated
solely by a desire to bestow abundant blessi v. 6,15,
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years had gone by, and so it is only in the Jutest of
the four gospels that the wonderful and touching
tale is recorded.

In the earlier part of the story, given in the pas-
sage for to-day, we have two scenes presented to us,
the one in Bethany, the other in that place ** beyond
Jordan whither our Lord had retired to escape the
murderous attempts of the Jews, Chap. 10, 89, 40,

You may stand in a dark, dull room, and funcy
it is a very cold day,and betake yourself, shivering,
to the fireside. But just go across the passage to
the opposite room, and what a contrast! There all
is brightness, and you feel a genial warmth stealing
over you, What is the reason? You have got to
the sunny side of the house. Put your plauts in
that window, and they will thrive and blossom,
while placed on the dark side they will be stunted
and miserable,

This is just what we see in the passage : the dark*
side at Bethany, the bright side beyond Jordan,

1. The Dark Side.

Very gloomy and black it is, for the beloved
brother of the family lies sick unto death, What
can they do? If only their Friend and Lord and
Master were here!  But he is far off just when they
80 much need him. They will send a swift mes-
senger to Jesus, and surely he will come and help
them and heal their sick brother, 8o the messen-
ger departs, and the sisters watch beside the sick-
bed with mingled hopes and fears. But before
there is time for him to return, or probably even to
reach the Lord Jesus, death approaches and seizes
his prey, Lazarus lies cold and still. Then fol-
lows the funeral, the form so cherished is laid in the

5. The friends of Jesus may rest in the assurance that
he knows their i that he sy with
their troubles, and that in just the right moment he will
come to their relief. v. 7-15.

6. The friends of Jesus ehould cling to him, and trust
in him, even when they cannot comprehend his plans,
v. 16,

English Teacher's Notes.
Tux eleventh chapter of John’s gospel is one of |

lcher, and friends gather round the stricken
sisters to * comfort them,” if possible, ** concerning
their brother.” And the Friend on whom their
hopes depended has not come ! It looks as though
he had failed them.
2. But now look at the bright side.
We must leave Bethany with its sorrow and go
over Jordan ; there we shall find that

“Behind the clouds is the sun still shining.”

And just as in sunlight there are three principal

striking and unique interest among the narratives ‘

which concern our Lord’s early life. It relates not | elements or rays united in one, 8o it is here. Let

his dealings with the inquirer, the sick, the needy, | us look at the three rays which constitute this sun-
the sinner, not the way in which he taught the mul- | light. They are all to be found in the Golden Text:

titude and answered the contradiction of the Phari- | ** Our friend Lazarus—sleepeth—but I go, that 1 may
fees, not the way in which he trained his disciples | awake him out of sleep.” There is,

for the work destined for them in the future; it (a) Love : * Our friend Lazarus.” Jesus, we are
tells of his dealings with his friends—with a private | told, *“loved Martha, and her sister and Lazarus,”
fumily who were bound to him by the deepest af- | So confident were the sistors of the Master's affec-
fiction.  And yet, in the course of the narrative we | tion for their brother that they could send the mes-
are met by the most wonderful of miracles, and | suge: * Lord, he whom thou lovest is sick.” And
that which, more than any other, aroused the final | had they made a mistake? For Lazarus and his
burst of fury which resulted in his death. There | sistors’ sake the Mastor was willing to leave his safe
were probably many private reasons why the story | retirement, the pluce where many had believed on
was not related by the other evangelists. While | him, and venture again into the unfriendly Judea,

one of the sisters was known wherever the Gospel
was preached (Matt. 26. 18), the brother, Lazarus,
was to remain veiled from public view until long

| and into the neighborhood of his most bitter foes.
| True, he did not start immediately. He had his
| own gracious reasons for deferring Lis journey,
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But we see that all the while he was caring about , That he s h“o‘!{l and righteous, faithful and true,

the matter. gracious and merciful.
(b) Knowledge: ** Lazarus sleepeth.” The mes- 3. What do you mean by the omnipresence of God?
senger had only brought the news of his illness. That God s everywhere.
But Jesus knew the whole mutter from the begin- {Psalm cxxxix, 7-12.)
ning. The news was no news to him, He was Blackboard,
not only aware of the sickness, but he knew to BY J. B. PHIPPS, B5Q.
what it should tend and what should result from it: ‘
«This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of
God, thut the Son of God might be glorified there- C)\?\OWN’NG
by.” And he knew the moment that the spirit : P\ C/O}’
forsook its mortal tenement and the weeping sisters €
were left with the lifeless body: ‘““Our friend y
Lazarus sleepeth.” Though he seemed far awny
from them and they left alone, he knew all about it. M
(¢) Power : ** I go, that I may awake him out of \J|NG W/—% DYI NG
sleep.” The sisters had counted on his help. He U i
had not come to them, and they theught all was over \ ' »
. now and nothing more could be done. Hope had l AM HK‘ST ,S
died within them, there was not a rift left in the
clouded sky. But the Sun of power was behind, |
leadyu? bmnk.(orth upon tl'lem. Death had already Place this design on the hoard before the school us-
been foiled twice over of his prey by the touch and | gembles. It is & lesson from the sickness of Lazarus,
the voice of Jesus (Luke 7. 11, ete.; 8. 41, €tc.); | and shows the crowning joy of a Christian’s life to be
and the grave wus equally impotent to resist his | that, whether he lives or dies, he is Christ's. If he fall
bidding. He was able. | asleep, as did Lazarus, death is robbed of all terror, for
Whenever there is  dark side for the friends of | he will awake in Christ's kingdom. This is no idle
Jesux, there is a Lright side too. It was so with hope or flecting joy. 1t is real and true. So mustour
the people of Jehovah of old. At the time of their lives be true and earnest; we must work nvnd fulfill our
deepest misery he declared : ** T have surely seen the duties during the appotnted time, while God gives us
'p g g y ¢ . ,y ot the opportunity. We must trust in the love of God even
affliction of my people . . . I know their sorrows. | tnough we cannot read all his providence at one time.
... I am come down to deliver.”” Exod. 8. 7, 8. Inustration. Write on the board, * I go that I may
There was love, knowledye, power. * He careth,”  awake him.” Cover up or erase part of it, and the
“he knoweth,” “he is able.” meaning is obscure, That is because we see in purt
But what of those whocannot claim to be friends only, but it is plain when we seeall. If we did not
of Jesus? Thank God, he cares for them too; he | know all, one might wonder why Jesus delayed his go-
knows their condition ; heisabletosave. But they | :;;5‘:?:;:;:’:“8' but in this, as in all things, it manifests
must cast their load of sin on him before the load :
of sorrow can be lightencd. Until they have ac-
cepted him the bright side is shut to them, But
01 how willing he is to open it!

Primary and Intermediate.

Lessox Trovant: Jesus and the Home. This is one
of the lessons in which Jesus is seen as & real, personal
Friend, full of kindly interest in people, and ready to
help in time of trouble, The more real we can muke

Bercan Methods. our Lord to the little ones, the more readily their hearts
Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the Class, will rest upon him.

Draw or show a map illustrating the relative poeitions Print **The Sume™ on the board in lurge lettcrs,
of Jerusalem, Bethany, Bethabara. ...State where Jesus Show o flower, or & &pruy of green len'\'eg, and sek if
was at the time of the lesson, and how he came to be this will be the same next winter ¥ Various illu-.lll-
there....The family ut Bethany, who composed it, their | tions may be used to sholw that all earthly things
different traits of character, and what is known of each change. Our lesgon ls about One who never changes ;
one....The traits and attributes of Jesus as shown in | Wwho is the very same now a8 when he lived on ”",m'
this lesson : 1. Knowledge; 2. Forethought ; 3. Sym- | aprind h.““d"d’ of Yeare 850, Ask what name to print
pathy ; 4, Conrage ; 5. Industry; 6.—3 7.=—..e | before “ The Same # " Yes, Jesus, Now let us see what
What the lesson teaches concerning eickness and he was like when he was h'"; "
trouble. ... What is here tanght concerning the privi- | Print *Joy in the Home." Tell that a little way

from Jerusalem was a village called Bethany. In

leges of friends of Jesus....Who are the friends of Je-
susnow ? What can such find for their comfort and this village was a bright little home to which Jesus
loved to go. Tell who lived there, and describe the in-

encouragement in thislesson ¥ What spirit should they
ehow. ... llustration. A certain nobleman desired no mates of the home briefly. Read verse 5, and let chil-
other inscription on his tomb except his name and the dren tell why Jesus loved to be with these fricnds.
words : * The friend of Sir Philip Sydney." | Show that Jesus loves to go where he is made welcome.
Beb S Ask, Does Jesus enter homes now ? Does he call the
eferences. EEMAN. Ver, 9: The hours of the | brothers and sisters by name ? Does he talk with them
duy, 806, Ver. 16 : Double numes, 807. and cheer them, and make the house bright with hie
CATECHISM QUESTION, presence now, as he did this home? Add to ‘'Jesus
: ¥ | The Same," * To-day," and show how the glad, happy
35, What more do we lesrn concerning God? | home now is the one to which Jesus comes. Give word-
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picture of a home in which he is spoken to and spoken

of, and contrast it with one in which he is not known |

or cared for,
Print  *‘Trouble in the
Home,” Tell that trouble
{ came to this happy home. Had
LARZARAYS Jesus then forgotten it? No,
but he lets sickness and sorrow
come to those whom he loves,
€0 thut it may be seen how
strong and good and loving he
is. Tell what the sisters did
when trouble came. They sent word to Jesus. They
knew he loved them and would help them, What
should we do when trouble comes ? Jesus is the same
to-day; we may tell him all ubout our sorrows, and he
will come and comfort us. Tell story of a child
who, when told that mamma was very sick, said, “I
will go and tell Jesus." Was that the right thing to
do? Yes, for Jesus wants us to bring all our troubles
right to him. When we do that we need not feel
troubled any more. he will do the very best thing for us.
Sing ** Jesus loves me."

S\XERETW

[ Lesson Word-Plctures,

Why run the sisters of Lazarus often to the door of
| the Bethany home, and then anxiously glance down the-
road ? Why did Martha stand there screening her eyes
from the slanting raye of the setting sun of yesterday,
and this morning, why is Mary at the door, so solicit-
ously watching? On yonder couch Lazarus lies sick.
He is sinking into death's fatal slumber and only Jesus.
can hold him back. Why tarries the Master ? The
messenger went day before yesterday, told Jesus, and
has now returned. A, there is the Master coming at
lagt, and the twelve are with him, Twelve steadfast
compunions, clustered around him, like a body-guard,
for do not the Jews mean to stone him ? Yes, the Mas-
ter has come to awake Lazarus out of sleep. The
brother of Martha and Mary sleepeth now. He hears
not the happy song of the Iaborers returning through
the flelds from their vork, nor the sobbing of the sis-
ters at home. No care burdens him, No regret tor-
ments him. There is peace at last in the fuce of Laza-
rus, and his hands are folded in rest. It is the sleep of
death, the quiet of the lonely tomb in the fields.

A. D, ]

John 11, 17-44, [Commit to m verses 23-26.]
[The above selection was made by the International

Lesson Committee. Its extreme length has made it

necessury for the leading publishing houses to unite in

printing a portion of the text, as follows:]

20 Then Mur/tha, as soon as she
heard that Je’sus was coming, went
and met him: but Ma’ry sat sti/{ in
the house.

21 Then said Mar’tha untoJe’sns,

Lord, if thou hadst been here, my |

brother had not died.
But I know, that even now,
- whuteoever thon wilt ask of God,

g od will give i/ thee.

23 Je’sus #aid unto her, Thy brother shall rise again.

24 Mar’tha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise
again in the resurrection at the last day.

25 Je/sus saith unto her, I am the resurrection and
the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead,
yet shall he live:

B A veth and

nd w i
never die. Believest thou this ?

in me shall

LESSON IV, THE RESURRECTION OF LAZARUS,

[July 25,

27 She saith unto him, Yen, Lord: I believe that thou
art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into
the world.

89 Je’sus said. Take ye away the stone. Martha, the
sister of him that wus dead, =aith unto him, Lord. by
this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days,

40 Je’sus eaith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if
th:; believe, thou Idest see the glory of

God ?

41 Then they took uwny the stone from wie place
where the dead was lnid. And Je’sus lifted up Riseyes,
and suid, Father, I thank thee that thou hast Renrd me.
| 42 And I knew that thon hearest me always: but be-

cause of the people which stand by I said i(, that they
| may believe that thou hust sent me,

43 And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a lond
voice, Laz’u-rus, come forth,

44 And he that wus dead came forth, bound hand and
foot with grave-clothes; und his face wus bound about
with a napkin. Je’sus saith unto them, Loose him, und:
let him go.

General Statement,

For two days after receiving word of the illness of
Lazarus at Bethany, Jesus waited on the east of Jor-
dan. He saw by his omniscience the sisters standing
aronnd the eoucﬁ of their dying brother: he heard the
last faint breath, and beheld the spirit lenve the body,
He watched afar the sad procession which bore the
corpse to its tomb, and heard the whispered cry, ** O, if
Jesus had been here !™ At the right moment. when
hix coming would lift the stricken hearts out of the
deenden up to the ‘hlxheut.hhe turned his ronu‘;ep-.(o-
ward B e e diol

s y his wi ples,
who can only hope to die by his side at the hands of his
enemies, They cross the Jordan, where their ances-
tors crossed it fifteen centuries before, where Elijuh’s
mantle swept its waters later, They climb the steep
hills of Judes, and on the fourth day they enter the
little town of Bethany. The word reiches the sorrow-
Ing sisters that Jesus has come at last. The impetuous

and active Martha leaves the circle of mourners in the
home, and goes out to meet Jexus with words in which
tender rerprolch. sorrow over the past, and u faint hope
for the future seem mingled. The Saviour comforts
her, and gives a promise which awukens in her a new
expectation, Soon the younger sister comes near, with
her sorrow, more still, but as deep ax Martha's, The
heart of Jesus reems torn with a strange agony, the
struggle before a glorious victory. He stands hefore
the grave. at first weeping, then ealmly communing
with his Father, then confident of his power. Three
words of might are uttered, and from his four-days’
sleep in the arms of corruption Lazarus comes forth to
life. In this miracle we read twolessons, one the quick-
ening of the spiritual nature from the death of sin into
the life of righteousness, the other the resurrection of
God’s sleeping saints the friends of Jesus ut the last
ay.

Explanatory and Practical Notes.

Verse 20. Then Martha. Each gister is true to her
own trait of charucter. The active Martha goes out to
meet Je<us; the contemplative Mary remains at home,
absorbed in her grief. Jesus was coming. He had
come from Bethabara, or Bethany, heyond Jordan, the
place of the lust lesson. Went and met him, Jesus
sent word of his coming, as he wished to see the isters
apart from the presence of others. The mourning cus-
toms of the Jews were oppressive, and the house was
Probably full of people, who were in only form sympa-

thizing with the mourners. Mary sat still, Accord-
In: to Jewish cut' m she was seated on the grnnnd,
while all around hc - sat people lamenting with her.

21, 22. Lord, If thou hadst been here. These
words expressed the great burden of the two sisters’

| thought during the four days. * O if Jesus had onl;
been here ! Just #o people in rorrow often say, ** If
we had oul'v tried such a remedy, or called in such a
physician !I'* But I know, that evennow. There was
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e
thought that he desired as a friend to look upon the
face of the dead ; and reminds him that this wonld not
be consoling, but rather repulsive, for corruption had
already begun its work. Incidentally, her words prove
‘1 the certainty of Lazarus's death, and thereby make the

miracle more manifest.

40. Said I not unto
message sen
1 perhaps to some un
If thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see.
There was a sense in which the miracle of the raising of
Lazarus was dependent upon the faith of the two
sisters. sessed the heart of fuith, a
| willingness to believe ‘I’: f l‘hc miracle would not

AP

thee, Perhaps this is a refer-
t to the sisters in verse 4 of the
recorded utterance of

Jesus.

ritual insight, and he
who believes sees, The gl of God. That is, a
miracle which by revealing 's power digcloses his

glory.

41, Jesus lifted up his eyes. A natural and ex-
pressive attitude of prayer. Father, 1 thank thee
that thou hast heard. In this prayer there seems to be

25. 1am the resurrection and
In it Jesus nsserts that the true life b;

The word life,
a word which in this gos

He that be|

his divine life into us,
T h he were 5
“though he die.”” Yet shal

He who believes in Christ shares in Christ

resurrection shall come ig in himsel f
and its verb Illv:,
8

" to some Prevlonl prayer, perhaps on the
way to Bethany, culm nating in the ** groaning " before
| the sepulcher (v. 83). There can be no great spiritual
triumph without a spiritual struggle.

42, 1knew that thou hearest me always. Would
that we might realize this as true with us as it was
with him! No true prayer remains unheard or un-
answered. Even when to “wour blindfold eye" the
answer seems denied, the true and better answer is
always given. Because of the people which stand
by. The thanks was uttered publicly for the people's
sake, not for God's ; use God knew what was in
the heart of his Son, while the people needed to have
their thoughts turned, from the event at that moment
to take place, God who was about to effect the
May believe that thou hast sent me. e
racle, showing an absolute con-
fidence in his own power to work the miracle, and a

lation of his purpose in working it; which was to

miracle.
snid this before the mi

Wh P at epi
me shall never die.”” Other com

“

Jife by believing in
‘mentators rsr’lrd it as mullln%

hoever,
‘e, believes on me. llevest
8t
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. but they should be read from the
\” After her interview with Jesus,

the conversation.

All around were weeping,

39, Take ye away the stone,
ord, but he chose
faith and make them, by partaking

lhomughly.

Martha . . . saith unt

while in
by hint, by stat t, and b; ‘M.‘I
nt, by statement, an a

Was drawing forth the faith of Martha, - Hopes
art the Christ. We are
not to lupgou that Martha had an_enlightened con-
ception of Christ’ his divine nature, and
believed in him ae the

Wi

ired for her—a fact which
Mary
d fell at his feet, saying

u
show to men (hntp he came with a divine authority.

43, He cried with a loud voice. He conld have
called the dead man forth in & whisper, or by an act of
his will without a spoken word ; but he wished to show
to all present—among whom were many unbelievers—
that the power dwelt in himself. Lazarus, come forth,
Literully, ** Lazarus, hither ! out!" There is no verb
in the orlginal.

44, He that was dead came forth.
the call of Christ, as the dead will obe;
rection morning. Bound hand and foot.
WaS Wrap round and round with lonj
cloth, the grave-clothes, the arms bein, nioned to
the side, and the feet tied together, 80 that there is rea-
son in the ancient opinion that the coming forth of Laz-

4 ithin & miracle.” Face was
bound about. A cloth was wrapped around the face,
but it 18 not certain whether it covered it, Loose him
and let him go. This command broke the spell u¥0n
those around by giving them something to do. The
ﬂ@pol answers no questions about the condition of

zarus during ** those four days,” and thus shows its
trathfulness, for a fabricator would have invented many
One tradition is mentioned. It is suid that the
first question which he asked Christ after being re
stored to life was whether he must dieagain}
told that he must, he was never more seen to smile,
The reader who would study a most realistic conce|
tion of Lazarus after his resurrection will find it in
Robert Browning’s poem, ** An Epistle containing the

Prompt to obey
it on the resur-
The body
strips of

e ————

~wnen

him. This remark comes more natarally from the | strange Medical Ex| rience of Karshish, the Arab ph{-
active, p.m:!lenl Martha than from the quiet, retiring sician,” Another fine poem, of very different style, is
Mary. By this time he stinketh, She may have | by Tennyeon, in * In Memoriam," No. XXXI.
HOME READINGS. LESSON MYMNS,
M. The resurrection of Lazarus. John 11,1744, No. 217, Dominion Hymoal.
Tw. The result of the resurrection. John 11. 45-57.
W. Assurance manifest. 1 John 3. 14-24. There's a land that is fairer than day,
F' ;ﬁu mumcnt?n of ;x my.., .{?;; 19. s%.no. And by faith we can see it afar.
. The resurrec st 2 D
é ,nig"'ﬂ rr lon a y Christ. Mark 12 No. 218, tnion Hymnal,
3 e resurrection of Christ foretold. Matt.16.21-28.
§ Toemmimot oL MRS S| g e B e e B
GOLDEN TEXT. ° ki ;""“"“’l'l‘;"""
d lite's fover,
Jesus sald unto her, 1 am the resurrection and
ahe iife, John 11,95, * s Eosbiod dram.
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TIME.~Immediately after events of last lesson.
PLACE.—Bethany, (See Descriptive Index.)
RULERS,—Same as before,

3. Jesus and Lazarus, v, 38-44,

CONNECTING LINKS.—From Bethabara to Beth- |
dny Jesus has gone with his disciples. Bsthnn{ lies |
i

close to Jerusalem. Danger is there. ButJesus heeds
not when his loving attendants warn him his friend is
dead. There is sorrow in Bethany, and only he can
soften it, How shall he soften it ¥ Let us study to see.
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—Victory over death.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. Jesus and Martha, v, 17-27.
What inference can be made from ver. 19 as to the
social position of the family ?
What do we surely know concerning the party to
which they belonged from ver, 24 ¥
How much faith did Martha have in Jesus's power ?

ver. 21,

Was her faith equal to her own statement of it?
Rend carefully ver. 22 with ver. 24,

What resurrection did Jesus mean in ver. 23 ?

What did he mean in ver, 25 ¢

Who else besides Martha had made the same confes-
sion that is given inver. 47 ¢
2. Jesus and Mary, v, 28-37,

How many had witnessed the interview between
Martha and Jesus ?

How should Murtha know Jesus had come when
Mary did not know ? ver, 20,

at of character b
hinted at in thlulor{ ?

What suggestion that Mary and Martha bad talked
about Jesus hnlinmﬂneirbmiher if he only could get to
him before his death ? vers, 21, 82.

What light does this throw on ver. 3 ?

‘ulﬂlov; did our Lord's treatment of Mary and Martha
fer

‘What lesgon of this quarter is brought to mind by a
question the Jews asked ? ver. 87,

3. Jesus and Lazarus, v. 58-44,

Of what waus Jesus's weeping and ** groaning within
himsel(" a "ﬂ ?

How does Marthu's expression in ver. 39 show that
she did not at all comprehend Jesus's words in vers.

, 26 ¥

When had Jesas said to her the words used in ver. 407

How do these words explain vers, 28, 25,

What evidence that Jesus had ];rnycd £0me unnar-
rated prayer for this very occasion ? ver, 41.

What harmony between vers, 42 and 4 of this chapter ?

Jesus could have ruised Luzarus in any way he chose.
Ww did he call with a lond voice ¥

hat after evidence is there that Lazarus was really

raised from the dead ? chap. 12, ver. 2.

Practical Teachings.

these sisters is

|
|

|
1. Hope for Martha—sympathy for Mary-life for

Lazarus, Jesus has for each of u-dun whut we need.
2. *If thou hadst been here.”” How often we say tf,

if, if! But things had been ordered far wiser for them |

than their thoughts. So they are for us. The lesson
is, betieve !

3. How patient Jesus was with nnbelief | How much
be did * that they might believe 1" He is the same
with us : O, how patient !

4. Life out of death for Lazarus. Spiritual life out of
lDll‘“\I{ll [d:ltb for him that believeth. Thut may be
you. Isit

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,

1. Jesus and Martha, v, 17-27.
How long had Lazarus been dead ?
ho were comforting the sisters !
Who went to meet Jesus ?
Where was Mary ¢
What did Martha say to Jesus ?
How did Jesus comfort her ?
To what d'.. she suppose he referred ¥
Of what resurrection power did he speak ?
What was Martha's confession 1
2. Jesus and Mary, v. 28-37.
How did Mary know that Jesus was near ?
What did she do ?
What reason was given for her {Mng ?
Whit ery of grief did she repeat ?
What effect had her grief npon Jesus ¥
How did he show his love for Lazarus ?

|
|

!

|

Where was the body buried ¥
What command did Jesus give ?
What objection wus urged ¥

What answer was given by Jesus ?
What was the prayer of Jesus ¢
What was his command ?

‘What followed the command ?

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson do we see—
1. Faith in the presence of Jesus ?
2. Faith in the power of Jesus
3. Life through the power of Jesus ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.
How long had Lazarus been dead when Jegus came
to Bethany ¥ Fourdays.
Who went out to meet Jesus ¢ Martha,
What did she eay to him ¢ *¢ Lord, If thou hadst
been here, my brother would not have died.”
What lvvn.u esus's answer ! ** Thy brother shall
n,"
d Martha think that Jesus meant? That
ise at the last day.
y to her ? (Repeat the Golden Text.)
‘Why did he this ¢ To tell her that in him was
power to raise Lazarus to life at that moment.
Who did Jesus say should live again f All who be-
lieve in him.
What was Martha's reply to Jesus? 1 belleve
that thou art the Christ, the Son of God.”
‘What word did Martha bring Mary ¢ * The Master
is come, and calleth for thee,”
What did Mary do ? ®he fell down at his feet and

wwl.

hat did Jesus ask her ! * Where have ye laid
m
How did Jesus show his love and sorrow at thegrave?

e wept.
wn.!' did he tell the Lnovle todo? Totake away
the stone from the tomb,

Wh{edld he prn{nlo the Father? ‘That all might see
that he did nothing without God.

Whas happened when he called, * Lazarus, come
forth t* Lozarus came out of the tomb alive.

Words with Little People.

What a blessed Golden Text ! read the whole veree,
Do you think it is 8 .08t too wonderful to be lrue that
Jesus has power to raise the dead to life again ¥ O but
it is true, darlings. That dear little body that went to
sleep and was laid “ under the violets ™ will mrdwu
again, and Jesus will make itlike 2is own glorious body.
Then he will take it to the

“ Beautiful heaven, where all is light;
gates of pearly white;
Beautiful robes the ransomed wear,
Beautiful all who enter there.”

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
[For the entire school.]

1. How long had Lazarus been buried when Jesus
came to Bethany ¢ Four days. 2. What did Jesus
say to Martha. the sister of Lazarug, in the Golden Text?
« Jesus sald,” ete. 3. How did Jesus show his sym-

thy at the grave of Lazarus? * Jesus wept,”

hat command did Jesus give ! ¢ Lazarus, come
forth!” 8. What followed the words of Jesus?
The dead man came forth living.

TEXTS AT CHURCH.
Morning Text.
Evening Texliv.oovoveriinns: SeeaERw

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
The Resurrection and the Life.

1. Dearn.
1. In the grave four days. v.17.
“ In Adam all die.” 1 Cor. 15. 22.
2. Many....came to comfort. v. 19.
 Weep with them that weep." Rom. 12. 15,
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3. Martha. ...went and met him. v. 20.
« Come untome....rest.” Matt. 11, 28.
4, Mary sat s*ill in the house. v. 20.
“The heart kuoweth his own bitterness.” Prov.
14. 10,
11. Tug Livive ONE,
1. 7hy brother shall rise again. v. 2.
wiPhere shull be a resurrection.” Acts 4. 15.
9. Iam the resurrection. v.26.
“ By man....the resurrection.” 1 Cor. 15. 21.
3. Belirveth on me. .. .never die, V. 26.
W §eeth the Son....believeth. .. .life.” John 6. 40.
4. The Christ, the Son of God. v. R0
«God was manifest in the flesh.” 1 Tim. 3. 16.
5. Jesus wept. v. 85,
«Pouched with....feeling.” Heb. 4. 15.
111, Tue RESURRECTION.
1. If thow wouldest belicve. .. .see. V. 40.
“Faith....the evidence of things not seen.” Heb.

.1
2. Ithank thee. ... hast heard. v. 41,
«The Father hath not left me alone.” John 8. 20.
3. Lazarus, come forth. V. 43.
“AlL...in the graves shull hear his voice.”" John

b. 28,
4. He that was dead came forth. v. 44.
“The dead shall be raised incorruptible,” 1 Cor.
15. 52,

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
From Death to Life.

1. There are many who are dead in sin; for sin is the
reality of an everlusting death, of which physical death
18 the outwurd picture. Lazarusin Ins grave represents
the sinner, See Eph. 2. 1; Rom. 8. 6.

2. People cannot arize to spiritual life by their own
power, nor by the prayers of their friends; for man
cannot give life to others, nor gain it for himself. v, 19.

3. There is but one who can impart spiritual life, and
that ie Jesus, who is the life, and possesses life, not as
a gift, but us u part of his being.

4. We should go to Chrixt in behalf of those who
need life, and he will answer our prayers, even though
he may seem to delay.

5. When Christ comes to give life, he enters into fel-
Jowship with our sufferirgs, feels our woes, and groans
with our groanings. v. 83-36.

6. When Christ comes to the sonl dead in #in, it hears
his voice, however deep and durk its grave. How
many have heard Christ's call and come forth !

7. But there is something for the soul to do when
Christ speaks: it must obey. Christ's call will never
eave unless the heart which hears him eubmits to
Christ's aunthority.

8. Though we cannot give life, we can help a soul to
the life. We can “roll away the stone." by preparing
the way for Christ, and we can “loose him," by our
help in the spiritual life.

English Teacher's Notes.

Wuex the morning comes in dark, wet, and
stormy, and the face of the sky is hidden by thick
gloomy clouds, many of us are apt to feel a momen-
tary depression. The weather, it may be, cros<es
some plan we lnid out for the day, anil seems likely
to mar our work or our pleasure, Still, for all that,
we look confidently forward to a change at no
very distant time, when the elouds shall retire and

[July 25.

o often seen these changes that we expoct them,
It is the =ame when winter approaches und we see
the gardens and fields growing gradually desolute,
the flowers fuding, the trees losing their folinge,
We know that another spring will restore what is
lost, that there will be & resurrection of verdure and
beauty, thut leaf and blossom und fruit will return
ugainj for we have seen winter after winter pass
uway, and nature wuke up once more to renewed
life. But there is one thing we have not seen, *
Friends and neighbors have passed awuy, Ol by
one; there is hurdly a child who cannot recall -ome
acquaintance to whom death hus come and whose
body now lies in the grave. And we bave never
yut seen one of them rise and come back to life!
We are, in a meusure, familiar with human deuth,
but not with human resurrection. Death is a com-
mon thing amongst us; resurrection a distant and
strunge thing. Deuth seems an actuul presence und
power; resurrection & fur-off hope.

It is quite a ditferent thing in the New Testament.
There resurrection is named a3 often as death—in fuct
the two are generally spoken of together. And there
we find that there have been men and women who
have secn both, Resurrection is not such a distant
thing as it appears, 1t has been here before us,  Ia
the story of Lazarus we are shown death, resurrce-
tion, and life.

1. Death. We sce it here in all its ordinury
features—the sickness, the disease, the burial, the
corpse laid in the grave-clothes and laid carcfully
the family vault or cave, closed with a huge stone,
Then the continued mourning of the sisters, the
numerous friends striving to comfort them, the visits
to the grave * to weep there.”

How was it that this calamity had fallen upon the
happy family—upon the friends of Jesus? The
sixters both give the same avswer: ‘‘ Lord, if thou
hadst been here my brother had not died.” They
accounted for it by the absence of Jesns. Had he
been there death eould not have esme into their home.

Remember how denth originally cume into the
world, Tt was when sin came and separated man
from God. 1In the Old Testament we read much of
death.  Look at the long lists of names of those who
lived their allo'ted span on earth, and then died;
look nt the terrible wars of extermination waged by
Israel against the nations steeped in sin and wicke!-
ness ; look at the kings of Tsrael and Judah, who
passed away and were buried **in the sepulcher of
their father ” But in the New Testament, where
the Lord J_.us Christ nppears, wo find it different.
Whenever the sick were brought to him he healed
them. No wonder that Martha and Mary felt that
it was only because Jesus was not there that their
brother's sickness had ended fatally —that it he had
been present with them Lazarus would have lived.

Here we got the reason of all the serrow and grief
now on enrth, ‘The ravages of disease, of want, or
of war are all owing to the ahsence of Jesns. While he
is away the earth must mourn and death must rule.

9. Resurrection. At length the news reached the

the sun aguin shine forth in brightness. We have

bereaved family that Jesus had come. Much us they
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loved the Master the sisters felt it to be a  contrast of character as seen in the conduct of Martha
mourntul meeting. They could only pour out their | and of Mary....The traits of Jesus in this lesson :

griefto him,so little did they understand his coming. | 1. Foreknowledge ; 2. Insight ; 3. Symputhy ; 4. Com-

Not that they were without the hope of resurrection, | munion with God ; 5. Power....How did Christ use the
but they thought of it merely as something to come
in the future, *‘I know,” said Martha, *that he
shall rise again at the resurrcction at the last day.”
She had understood the absence of Jesus, but not his
presence! But what was our Lord’s answer? Well
hus it been chosen for our * Golden Text:” “I am
the resurrection and the life,”

If the absence of Jesus left death free to come in,
the presence of Jesus robbed him of his prey. |
This is what the friends of Jesus have to look
forwurd to mow—not the resurrcction, but the
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. He is away from |
them now as regards his bodily presenae, and during
hisabsence they are exposed to disease and sorrow and
death, But when he comes these shall be done |
away and the reign of death will be over, since he |
is the Resurrection. Just as surcly as Martha and |
Mary had their brother restored to them, so when |
Jesus comes liis friends shall be restored one to|
another, |

But meanwhile—does he not care? Look at him |
with the company of mourners; look at him as they
lead him to the grave of Lazarus. Look at his teurs,
listen to his groanings. What do they mean?|
They mean two things:. (1) Compassion for the
sorrowing. It is the tears of the mourners that|
draw forth his. (2) Indignation at the cause of |
sorrow, *‘ By one man sin entered into the world,
and death by sin, and so death passed upon ail men.”
Rom. 5.12.  And he is still the same, full of in-
dignation at sin and its ravages, and full of pity for
sufferers. But those to whose relicf he came at
Bethany were his friends; and many of carth’s suf- |
ferers are not his friends. What hope or help is |
there for them? Let us sce.

3. Life. Jesus “the resurrection and the life.” |
To be without Christ is to be without life, ** dead in :
trespasses and sivs.”” Eph, 2. 11. Yet there is
liope for such. Jesus said, ‘‘He that helieveth on
me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.”” By |
fuith in Christ a soul passes ** from death unto life,”
because he is * the life.”” And death cannot touch
this life! * Whosoever liveth and believeth in me |
shall never die.” Ver. 26.

But hundreds of years have passed and still no
resurrection—Christ is not yet come, Why did he
tarry in the case of Lazarus? Look at vers. 4, 15.
It was for the fulfillment of his purposes for the
glory of God and the good of his people. If he still
tarries it is for the same reason. When these
purposes have been accomplished he will come.

Berean Methods.
Hints for the Teachers’ Meeting and the Class,

Describe the journey of Jesus from Bethabara to Beth-
any ... Explain the burial customs of the Jews, *‘ grave-
clothes,” *“sepulcher,” the manner of mourning, ete.

...Why did not Christ come sooner, and save Lazarus
from dying? Why does he let us die?....Show the

One line of
teaching finds in this miracle a parable of a soul's salva-
tion. (See Additional Practical Lessons.)....Another
plan, to see in this a type of the resurrection, when
Christ shall call his disciples out of their graves. This
line of illustration is prescnted in the Analytical and
Biblical Outline,

References. FreemaN. Ver. 17: Rabbinical no-
tiona of soul and body, 808 ; Time for burial, 826.

CATECHISM QUESTION.

37. What do you mean by the almightiness or omni.
potence of God?

That God can do whatever he will.

Iknow that thou canst do everything, and that no
thought can be withholden from thee.~Job xlil, 2.

83, What do you mean by the omniscience of God ?

That God knows all things, past and present and
tuture.

Blackboard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.
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This design symbolizes the crowning miracle of our
Lord's ministry—-the crown of life above the broken
arrow of death,

SUGGESTION. A crown may easily be represented by
an oval line, made with yellow or white chalk, like
this—C. Or make a circle, and write the word
**Crown " inside of it.

JESUS WEPT.
LOVING
SYMPATHIZING
COMPASSIONATE
ALL POWERFUL
CARES FOR ME!

THIS

SAME SAVIOUR

Lesson Word-Pictures,

Why i8 the home at Bethany that Jesus loved so
hushed and sad * Why, too, is the seat of Lazarus
vacant day after day ? If away, why is he not rome-
where seen in the road, or somewhere in the fielde ?
‘Why do Martha and Mary softly glide about with tear-
ful eyes ? And why do friends gather from Jerusalem,
and all look at one another with such sorrowful faces ?
O if Jesus would only come and drive away this strange
mystery clouding the Bethany home! But look!
Martha* leaves the ead group within, and hastening
away, soon returns, in haete, with flushed features,
and whispers some secret message to Mary. And Mary,
she rises quickly and goes out eagerly, for the long-ex-
pected Master has come and calls for her. He receives
her. There she is, bathing with tears the feet that she
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will soon anoint with ointment. The Jews too are
weeping. And Jesus bows his head and mingles his
tears with theirs, No Lazarus is there though to meet
the Master. And now Jesus, the sisters, their kindred
and friends, are walking down through the fields. You
can see the irregular, shadowy line of that ever-mem-
orable procession, a8 it winds along the highway, per-
haps, or turns the corner of & vineyard, and then files
out upon the bleak, open pasture-lands, reaching &
cave in the side of a rocky slope. The entrance to the
cave is closed with a heavy stone. Behind that rocky
door is the explanation of Lazarus's absence and the
sorrow at Bethany, How sad are the moans of Jesus
at.the tomb of Lazarus! They are taking away the
stone from the cave, and Jesus then prays. You see
his lifted eyes. You hear hig tender, sympathetic ap-
peal to his Father. He is looking now into the dark-
ness of the tomb. O how many have looked into its
shadows, longing yet unable to bring away the beloved
form shrouded there ! But hark | What is Jesus cry-
ing? * Lazarus, come forth 1" What daring! Who
can fuce the door of the tomb and call out its dead ?
For all humanity Jesus stands there and echallenges
death, But listen again! Is that the sound of a stir-
ring within the cave, a8 of some one moving, coming
forward, stepping forth, and is that—Lazarus? The
spectators shrink back. They tarn away in fright.
Even Martha and Mary dare not look, and yet must
look, at that shrouded form. *Loose him, and let him
go!™ Jesus cries. They tear away the grave-clothes
that hide him, and there is Lazarus | O how they must
have crowded about him, looked into the eyes now
beaming with love, felt the hands now warm with life,
and listened in joy to the voice now sounding again !
Lazarus has been raised from the dead !

Primary and Intermediate.

Lgssox Trovaur. Power over Death. Recall last les-
son. Why did Mary and Martha send for Jesus ? Did
Jesus go immediately ? Why did he wait? Does he
always answer our prayers atonce? Hashe alwaysa
good reason for waiting ?

LAZARUS IN THE GRAVE.

Talk about the death of the
body. The death of a little
companion is often a source of
deep and painful perplexity to
a child. If we cun only re-
move some of the gloom, and
show that it is like going from

) one room in a house to an-
i other, our work will not be in
vain. Teach that when Lazarus died it was not his
spirit which loved and thought and enjoyed that died.
The body is only the outside case of the spirit which
lives always. Draw a glove off your hand, and tell that
the body is like a glove which is drawn off, leaving the
spirit unhurt. But where does the pirit go ? Read
verse 25. The spirit has life, and when it leaves the
body it goes back to God, who is the Life. How beau-
tiful the spirit that has loved God will be in that other
life we do not know. (It will add much to the interest
of this lesdon if weare ableto show a cocoon—the dead,
dry case from which & beautiful butterfly has escaped—
and talk about it as an emblem of the resurrection.)

JESUS AT THE GRAVE.
Imagine Jesus coming to that happy home and find-
ing one dear friend gone, and the two who were left
weeping for sorrow. Jesus wept too, for his loving
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heart is always moved when he sees his friends in
trouble. Deecribe the vixit to the grave, the little com
pany following Jesus and the weeping sisters, and the
wonderful toings that followed. Teach that Jesus did
for Lazarus here on earth what he will do for every one
of us some day. The story is left for us, so that we
may know he has power to bring the dead to life. Ask
how many children have had friende die? Tell that Jesus
will raise them up some day, and we ghall have them
back again, as Mary and Martha had their brother back,
if they and we loved and followed Jesus. We shall not
have them here, but in the heavenly home, where there
will be no more sickness, or sorrow, or death. Teach
that Jesus is with us now when death comes to those
we love. He weeps with us, and wants us to hear his
tender word, * T am the life.” Who will believe in
Jesus, £o that he may live again a'ter this life ?

—

LESSONS FOR AUGUST, 1886,
Ave. 1. Jesus Honored. John 12. 1-16.
Ave. 8. Gentiles Seeking Jerus. John 12. 20-36.
Ava, 15, Jesus Teaching Humility. John 13, 1-17.
Ave. 22. Warning toJudas and Peter. John 13, 21-38.
Ava. 29. Jesus Comforting hie Disciples. John 14.
1-14.

—_————

Book Notices.

Massacres of the Mountains. A History of the Indian
Warse of the Far West. By J. P. Dunn, Jr.,, M.S,,
LL.B. New York: Harper & Brothers., Illustrated.
In this fine volume there is an interesting narrative
given of the bloody wars and massacres which have for
many years past been associated with the aborigines of
our country. The writer sets forth in a plain, straight-
forward fashion the facts in connection with our treat-
ment of the Indians, Some of these facts are of a
character to make the patriotic cheek tingle with shame.
Our abuse of the Indians is a crime against heaven and
the civilization of the nineteenth century. Already it
has cost us the lives of some of our noblestand bravest.
There surely ought to be enough power in Cristian
clivilization to unravel this tangled thread of wrong.

The People's Bible : Discourses Upon Holy Seripture.
By Joseph Parker, D.D. Vol. 1. Leviticus-Num-
bers. New York: Funk & Wagnalls, We recommend
all who consider Leviticus as a dry and dead book to
read Dr. Parker's introduction to this volume. He
styles it ‘“‘the Gospel of the Pentateuch,” He aims
further to show the relation of its ritualism to spiritual
life. * The Jews keptupa mugnificent tragedy of sym=
bolism, but Christians must rep! an ly more
magnificient tragedy of reality.” The two books here
discoursed upon are shown to have a living interest for
all Chiristian people. Every page of this volume glows
with the author's fervid eloquence.

Atla: A Storyof the Lost Island. By Mre. J. Gregory
Smith, New York: Harper & Brothers. The scene of
this story is laid on **the Lost Atlantis,” a great isl-
and which legend says once lay between Europe und
America. According to this author, its people pos
sessed the compass und the telephone, and lived like
the moderns, even to fulling in love. How the island
went down under a tidal wave, and a few of its people
escaped to Central America, where their descendunts
built the great pyramids and temples, is all told in an
imaginative style, in places & little lofty, in this romance,
which can hardly be said to be ** founded upon fact.”




