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LOCAL ITEMS.

- Orioles stayed unusually late this
summer, and Mr. T. Long reports
one in the grounds on Aug. 3oth,
Winter Wrens, Sept. 11,

Early in the morning of the 1st
inst., thegood people of Portsmouth
were awakened by a rea'istic ren-
dering of a portion of the poem of
the Bells. A boathouse on the Pen-
itentiary dock took fire, and imme-
diately every bell that could claim
even a distant connection with the
Pen. was put into vigorous action.
The thousand and one dogs in the
village joined in the terrific uproar
that was continued for a long time ;
and when the_affrighted villagers
learned that Pandemonium was
really not let loose, a sigh of relief
went up. Everyone in the Bay
thought that something dreadful
had occurred, and all hurried to the
scence regardless of costume. Itis
said thay one Guard arrived on the
spot with nothing more elaborate
in his attire than his wife's best
bonnet; andit wasconfidently claim-
ed that nearly every official who ar-
rived, would prove popular in the
pulpit, all were so short winded.

For a few minutes we had a deer
and a deer park, then the posses.
sion dwindled down into a park
without anoceupant.  Mr. Folger's
buck pined tor liberty, made a high
jumping record, flirted his tail ‘in
our faces, and put out for the woolly
west.  Messrs, Kennedy, Gilmore
and Calvert, having read thelegend
about putting salt on a little bird’s
tail, sct forth on a deer stalkipg ex-
pedition, with nothing more for
weapons than a clothes line lasso,

and lots of determination. One of
the trio, having a rccord as a *“dear
slayer,"relied on thisalone.  Itwas
just like the old story of the boy
with a crooked stick for a rod and
a pin for a hook, catching lots of
trout, while the fisherman with a
fancy rodand expensive flies, failed,
It was reserved fora sturdy country
lad, with a lasso made from a pair
of well worn braces, to cffect the
captureof Sir Buck. Mr. Dennison,
and his staff of able assistants, claim
that this fence is now above eriti-
cism, and too high for jumping.

In last month’s issue, we spuhe of
the valiant conduct of Harry Hor-
sey, who saved several women from
drowning in the Channel Grove
accident. It is uow our painful
duty to record the death, by drown-
ing, of this gallant young man, who
was greatly beloved by all who knew
him well, * Ever thoughtful of the
comfort and happiness of others,
he had succeededin winning a high
place in the esteem of his fellows,
and the grief shown by so many
over his untimely fate, proves that
he did not live in vain,

Death has been busy in Ports
mouth, aud two of her prominent
residents, Mr. Wm. Ross and T.
McCammon, sr., have passed away.,
since our kast issue. Mr. Ross bore
along and painful illness, without
a murmur, calmly awaiting the end
that was inevitable,  Mr. MceCam-
mon’s death, being sudden and ua-
expected, was a great shoek to his
fricnds.  The respect felt for the
memory of these gentlemen, was
shown by the luge numbers of
citizens who attended the funciagy,
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their seemingly tangled threads —
the combined™ aim, there is co-
ordination! All the sprawling in-
dividuals are permeated with the
sceial idea; one goes for the *‘tan-
gentials,” another for radials, traces
or “bow-lines,” It a break occurs
there is help at hand ““to splice the
main trace.”  Some take the **bow
oar,” others push on as *‘Hank”
auxilliaries ; and although their fin-
ished work cflectually answers the
purpose designed, there is little of
the geometric symmetry of some of
the spider webs,

Their Nemesis comes in the Cue-
koo form. ‘I'his Lird, when in a
peceant umor, takes several nips
and neek stretches from the grub
Umarquee,” then a caveful glance
inside and around, to see how it
works, and then threcor four plump
caterpillars svon 1epuse in the Cuce
koo maw, who retires for a time to
nis leafy den, to shout “*Ku-huk-
uk, ku-huk-uk,” and recover his
appetite.

Just across the highway from us
here, ten or cleven days ago, my
neighbor’s poultry, (which were
roosting on the occasion among the
branches of an apple tree near his
house), were raided by Strix, Vus,
Next night he seta trap, and before
daybreak the marauder came to
grief. 1 went over tointerview the
feathered cracksman.  Hehad quite
a “*burly,” butcher-like, “touch me
if you dare” appearance, and stared
at his interviewer complacently,
with a sclf confident, if not con-
temptuous air, as if his bowie knife
and steel were handy in his war
belt. It was a this ycar's bird, but
in_beautiful plume feather. We
think the old bird or birdshad killed
the ““chuck” on the first night, and
on the second had *‘sortied’ out to
show the young ideaa wrinkle or
two, and like any other ueophyte,
he “put his foot in it” straight.
Now with one battered eyebrow,
and with a certain filzay look inone

of his peepers, e takes his rations
tethered to a stake ; and scems very
wide awake with his one eye, but
as to the other, I suppose one may
say to him, at least in sunshine,
“thou hast no speculation in that
eye that thou dost glare with.”
OWLIANA, SEPFT, TH.

Its Leeper tells me that the big
Owl that he trapped about a wecel:
or more ago, scems to be partly re-
conciled to its captivity. "So I just
went over to take another peep.
Dame Nature scems to have been
pregnant with the feline i lea, at the
time the Owl design was determin-
ed on. The *chubby” face, and
rotund, full moon lik¢head outline,
suggest the countenanceand visage
of a well fed Thomas cat; and then
thesuppositiouscars! for, like “'cut”
flowers, they are only a fiction, and
only of use, perhaps, to emphasize
Owi sentiment, when surprised and
provoked  “Then the back feathers
are arched, and the ear tufts are
laid back, and sometimes jerked.
Hisses issue from the threatening
massive opened beak, and you get
a conception of the meaning of the
word “satanie,” as vivid perhaps as
if in the actual presence of the imp
of evil. The black tips of the ear
feather tufts, also suggest the pen-
cils of hairs that adory the lugs of
the catamonnt, .

The bulk of our Wren population
vanished two  weeks ago.  We
thought the old Dirds prudently
escorted their weak-winged pro-
geny to Dixie land, while thewarm
weather lasted.  Yet to-day there
is a nest full of thriving” young
Wrens, in a mortice in one of the
big beams in my barn, “This being
the 3rd, if nat the gth, brood this
scason, and it js likely that the ear-
liest broods of Wrens pair and breed
the same scason of their birth, so
prolific are these pretty litte feath-
ered mites,

Most of the Swallows have gone
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too, and the QOrioles paid us a bricf
visit ten or twelve days ago. We
have the woed and barn Pewee,
the Bitterns, the Plover, the King-
fisher, Robins and Bluebirds yet,
Lut the bird silence is obvious, and
the only singing almost is of the
Grasshopper and Katydid,

. The photo, whereon is the Ghost
“Jigger-men,” gives a view of pel-
haps the oldestlog house now stund-
ing in Burford. (Saidtobave been
built before the year 1837.) Inour
pioneer days, we used to visi: the
genial Yorhshire maa who lived
there, with his two conmly daugh-
ters, (in theirteens,)  Thepath from
our place, two and aholf miles, was
through dense wood:, reputed to
be the home of bears, wolves aad
lynxes, and rendering the pedos-
trians equipment of nfle wid doga
neceessity.

The picture No. One, is that of a
fiicnd of our ecarly duy , 2ndis near
to Burgessville, Oxfurd Co. The
houite, said to have been Dbailt in
1847 or 1848, the view on which s
the White Horse Rig.

43) M

I'he changes in our sammer
meterology, compe! nom.dism in
in the wild animtal and feathered
tribes, and these summer drouths
cause will bfe to cong.egate near
the lakes streamsond water eourses,
and damp weatheo diffuses them,
and much semi ~quatic food supply
over the gencral sucface of the
country.

Only chiefly the more cosmopol-
itan birds arc here now, snch asthe
Corvidee.

Picadae Falconida and Fringil-
ldae, cte., and the grasshopper
tribe secem to be regarded as too
eoarse food for any bat voracious
ornithicappetite, such asthe Skuak
or Turkey gobbler.

W. Yares.

The late Ottowell Wood, one of
the leading characters of New Eng-

land, was oace summoned as @
witness in court. When he was
called and sworsi, the judge, not
catchine his name, a-ked him to
spell it Whereupon  Mr. Waood
begw: O, double t, o, doubleu,
e, doubl: 1, double u, double o, d.
The judge: was two thick-headed to
g vip Lie me eting of this string of
word, and lettes, and, throwing
down hi,pen in despair, exclaimed:
Most cxtrao-dinery name I ever
heard ; will you write for me, Mr.
—Mr. -Mr, Witness,

A clergyman in e County of
D.  , inthe parish of I.-- -, was
walking along the rovad, when he
met a gittle boy who was a twin,
and asked him what his name was.
“I do not know, your reverence b
was the reply. “Oh, you surely
know your name.’”  *“*Well, yoused,
your reverence, there were two of
ug, and one of us was baptised Pat.
and the other Mickey, and the day
we were baptised one of us died,
and my mother says she does not
know which of us died. If it was
Pat that died 1 am Mickey, and if
it was Mickey that died Iam Pat.”

A SUMMER SHOWER.
A suddea clouding of the summecer
sky,

A sudden brecze thatrustlesswift-

Iy by, *
A gloom as though the sun once
more did wane,

And then with sudden rush the

welcome rain.

The birds seek refuge neath the
sheltering caves,
And neath the chesaut’s spread-
ing, fan-like leaves,
The robin stops hissprightly “*cheer-
up’’ song,
And now his tones are wonderful
and moue loag.
The grass its graceful hicad bends
humbly down,
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be taken of Sicur De La Salle.
$aid he, in a despateh at the time:
*1 will also, that yvou lcave the pos.
session of Fort Frontenac to Sienr
De La Salle, or to those peoplewho
will be there in his behalf, and that
you do nothing adverse to the in-
terests of that man whom I take
under my particular protection,”
The King had other game in view.
Inthesamedespateh, hesaid:  “As
it tends to the good of my service
to diminish, as much as possible,
the number of the Iroquois, and
moreover, as these savages, whoare
very strong and robust, will serve
usefully in my galleys, I will that
you do everything in your power to
make a great number of them pris-
oners of war, and have them om-
barked by cvery oportunity that
will offer, in ordei that they be
conveyed to France.”  So vou see,
a little more than 200 yeass ago. a
large army was assembled at King-
ston, mainly for the purpose of
catching Indian slaves to man
French galleys! The world has
surcly moved since then.  The Iro-
quois, however, were not easy to
capture. You have heard of the
directions given by Mrs. Glass for
the cookingofahare? “‘Catchyour
hare before youcookit.”  La Barre
found it necessary to cateh his In-
Qians before he could convert them
into galley slaves.  Sickness set in,
provisions became scarce, and the
mercenary La Basre, who had gone
up to destroy and capture, was glad
to come to terms with the Iroquois,
to patch up another Treaty, and to
depart without a day's delay for
Quebee.  De La Barte, unsuceess.
ful and disgraced, was reealled,  In
1685, he was replaced by M. De
Denoaville, who arriving  {rom
France, departed for Fort Fron-
tenae, after a few hours repose in
Qucebee, and reported upon the pos-
ition of affairs.  He adopted a tem-

porizing policy, although convineed
that tiie Iroquois must be kept in
check by strengthening Fort Fron.
tenac, and by establishing another
Fort at Niagara, with a garrison of
sco men.  The cost of this was the
difficulty, but merchants in Quebed,
in the hope of securing the whole
of the fur trale, more and more
tapped by the English, «ffeved to
pay a yearly reatid of 3c,0°0 livrees
for the maintenance of Fort Nia.
gara. The French Riag asrproved
the plans.  What followed makes
another stery, and 1 must clainy
your patience even yet a littie
longer, and will attempt nextmonti
to tell it to comyletion.
GRANDFATHER,
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LETTERS, present a most unusual appearance,
HATCHLEY. draped in the webs of tent Caters

Sept. 3rd, 1894.
CUCKOO JOTTINGS.

A pair of black-billed Cuckoos
puilt their nest Lwo or three weeks
ago in a plum tree in our garden,
and 1 should think 1ess than twenty
yards distant from our house. Sit-
ting began when two eggs were
1aid, and
egg was laid, and the sitting opera-
tion went o1 with the result that
the two carliest hatched birds got
frlly fledged and left the nestat
maturity. Last T hursday morning
(Aung. joth), the immature young-
ling made pitiful Cuckoo cries, at
intervals, all daylong, (on the 315t),
and on my son examining the nest
the next morning, he found the
deserted bird deadand cold! Sim-

+ilar conduct and proccdure we have
noted on the part of the Cuckoo,
when nesting on trees near our
house in previous ycars. The nest
is a shight, slovenly structure, of
louse twigs, with a very tew dried
grass roots, or fibres, by way ©
lining. A very slight annoyance
or close approach to pry into and
investigate Cuckoo economy, will
cause these birds to forsake their
nest, even when tenanted with cal-
low young ones. Of this we have
had “abundant proof in by-gone
times. Cuckoos of both Ontario
species have been numerous and
comumon, during the whole of the
past summer, and perhaps this is
anly a corollary to the fact that the
tent Caterpillar has been so numcr:
ous as tobe aperfect pestin orchard
and forest. 1 may here observe
that the above Cuckoo brood is the
second batch of C. Nestlings raised
in our orchard this year.

In parts of the forest about here,
many of the young ash and hickory
trees, (also many of the fruit and
other shade trees around houses),

a week afterwards another -

|
|
|
|

)
|
4

1
:
1

illars, cnveloping the twigs and

ranches.. ‘The appearances arc as
if much soiled linen of the trolls of
fairics had been hung out to bleach
or dry;orata short distance many
of the trees look as if enveloped in
dense smoke of mist, and the1n-
cluded folinge is in progress ¢
being devoured. About the zoth
Aug. last, my son reached up his
hand to pull to picces one of these
Caterpillar webs, that surrounded
several small branches on onc 0
our young apple trecs, and was sur-
prised by the alarmed outcries of
several young Gold Finches, who
were in a nest that the larval web
nearlyinvested. Doubtlessthetent®
iike web had been manufactured
while Mrs. Fringilla Tristis was -
cubating, and the slight net-like
investiture had been accepted and
tolerated as a sort of veil of protec-
tion, or bed curtain. Thesc same
young Finches got away from the
nestinsafety, afew dayssubsequent
to the date of my son's first noting
the eccentric circumstance. )

It is enough to excite, surprise
and wonder if onc watches theunit-
ed instinct with which the squads
or family parties of tent grubs
weave and work, even when less
than half aninchlong. They *'keep
stroke” like well-drilled oarsmcl,
their slender bodies may be seen
to contratt or extend simultancous-
ly, as if no threadof weft, or webb,
could be omitted without botching
the united fabric: and they seemto
“throw the shuttle” with the same
instinct of combined cffort as we
may witness in the cconomy of the
bec hive, and ants nesting work
and mecthods. Probably the long
continued drouth and heathasstim-
ulated this form of vegetable pata-
sitic life.
In the phalanx of working

grubs—all helping on through

tent
all
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shrill and not of the same musical

quality as those he heard here.

Some of the mice yet running
about the house can squeak pretty
loudly and shrilly but the soloist of
the company is gone, and Tabby
may have full swing until the next
artist makes himself known in a
tuneful way.

GRANDFATHER'S CORNER.
Bovs AND Gikis:—

I don't wish to tire you, but w.
must have another talk about Fort
Frontenac, if we desire to becoms
well acquainted with its history.
It was built of logs, enclused by a
ring of cedar andother pickets, and
surrounded by a ditch, sufiiccntly
wide and deep on the land side to
give trouble to an attdcking foree
of Indians. Count Frontenac pal-
avered and exchanged presents with
the red men, but kept his weather
cyeopen, Sohbewiscly madeready,
in time of peace, to give thema
warm reception, if ever they needed
it, in possible days of war. The
Fort was crected upon the Point
near the mouth of the Bay, at the
Tete du Pont, and overiooked the
entrance to Cataraqui Creek. It
was probably not much more than
a large Blockhouse, had accommnio-
dation for a score or so of men, and
afforded ample cover for the stores
of food and ammunition required
by its garrison. The two smail
canuon brought from Quebee Ly
the Count were doubtless its chicf
armament, while flint-lock muskets,
trusty hangers, and stout pikes, it
may be, were the arms borne by its
soldierly inhabitunts. As 1 have
said, it was completely isolated upon
the side next to what isnow the site
of Kingston, by a deep diteh, but
this has disappeared, as it has in
the course of years been filled up,
as well as a portion of the Bay, by
the Gumping thercin of carth and

f

|
|
|

rubbish. ~ Count Frontenac havingf
built and left the Fort, its imporf
tance as a controlling influcnce inf3
the trade with the Indians specedilyf
became apparent.  Have you heard 3
of La Salle, the brave and intelli B
gent Frenchman, who. alth jugh h,
did not actually discover the Miss
issippi River, wasthe first Earope,
to follow its comse from the Nlincis
River to tixe Gulf of Mexico? e
was the man who arrang.d the
meetingibetween Froatenacand the B
Iroguois, and who conceived the’
bod design  of reaching Chins 3
through America, firmly believing,
as he did, that this great Contines:
was the highroad to that woenderful
Basternland, Wl helooked tpon
Fort Fiontenue as the gateway to
the vas. inland seas, which scemed
to lead to Llire wbject of his dreams.
But the people” of Montreal and.
Que's ¢ were jealous of further dis.
coveries, and espudially of settie-
meats in the west, and did their
utmest to thwart him.  He wasone
of tiose plucky fellows who never
say dic, and was determined to find
help in Franceif ite could notsecure
itin Canada. - Crossingthe Atlantic
to .ee King Louis, he suceeeded,
after muchr etfort, in obtaining, on
¢ 13.0 May, 10673, the right to
Chold the Fort.”  Ile was created,
by Roeyd patent, a Seigaior, with a
grant of land for a Scigniory ex-
tendiag four leagues in length, and
half a league in depiti covering the
ground upon which Kingstos now
stands, and the newly erccied Fort.
The King made ahad bargaia with
him, however, the terms of which
La Salle honestly attempted to ful-
fil.  He was to nuuntuin the Fort
in a good state of defence : 1o hold
it with a gurrisen at lead as large
as that at Montreal; to cmyplo,
fifteen or twenty laborers in cleas-
ing and tilling the land, for at least
two years; to supply himsclf, st his
own cost, with nccessary antillery,
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Leers and ammunition; to repay
Contit Froatenie some 13,000 livres,
o\ Aed in building the Fort: to
mane prants of lands to settlers,
et ot others, for villages and
to build a Chureh, when
were oo inhabitants in his
«wniory, and to maintain one or
o Redollat Friavs, to yerform
st servive and admintster the
s mta, wntil the people could
A prantet o he was to
ot arel g teve aft the land in
sty years, L Salle promptly
1o worh, raised moncey with
wlinh o ropay yaid

e

the Count,
cunds v Lupeadilitional debts w rich
bad teeen ineurted, (nd rebuilt and
creatly strengtiened the Fort. He
mcreased the clearances, protected
the Duilding~ with a strong wall on
the land side, and materially added
to the palisade difence on the three
Gles mext the water. He built
Rouses for Indians as well as for
Frenchmen, purchased cattle in the
Montreal distriet, and built two
decked barks which navigated every
partof Lake Ontario. But hecould
1ot make this the work of his life.
He feltthat he had a higher mission.
He was satisfied to make Frontenac
2 base for further operations, in his
el rts to reach Catbay. He had
head the imperative command,
30 West," mnd couldn't resist it
He et ferdh, i 1679, on his discov-
ciins, lowing his Fort in chage of
Sicur D La Forests during the
winter, built on the upper pare of
the Ningara the first vessel which
floated upon Lake Erie: and while
pussing through dangers and difhi-
culties innumerable, traced the
Mississippi to its mouth, and thus
made the whele world his debtor,
But in doing this he lost a fortune,
was compelied to mortgage his
Scigniory “or the purposc of pro-
curing furder funds, for fresh en-
terprises, and ended hislife aruined,
disappointed and murdered man.

You will wish, 1 think, to hear more

of him, and mustread in Parkman's
wonderful Histories of F irst Settle-
ments in Canada, how this giant
amongst great men, nobly struggled
with adverse circumstances, and
made for himself an impcrishablc
name. While he was risking all
that he had, for love of country, as
well as of sclf, envious eyes were
sast upon Fort Frontenac by the
large merchants in furs in Montreal
and Quebee, and it was not long
before efforts were made to seize it,
and stop the trade with Iroquois or
Hurons, which itdoubtless diverted
from its old channcl. The new
Governor, M. De La Barre, in 1682,
became a party to the intrigues
going on against La Szlle, still
absent, and recalled to Quebec de
Forest, Ta Salle's representative.
He ordered, too, the withdrawal of
the garrison, and at one time the
finc property, so largely created by
La Salle, was left in charge of a
kitchen boy, and of a man to care
for the cattle. The great Estate
was handed down to two Quebec
traders, La Bert and Lachesnaye.
who, speedily had *“more than a
hundred canoes trading on their
account in the woods, over and
adove the twenty-five which His
Majesty permits to be sent thither
for the advantage ot private indivi-
duals.” It was shrewdly guessed
that the Governor was a party to
this infraction of the law, and shared
in the illegal gains, The Iroquois
grew uncasy at the diversion of a
fur trade which, by foree or other-
wise, they had largely controlled,
and tore the Frontenac Treaty intoe
shreds. M. De La Barre, in 1684,
proceeded to Cataraqui with asmall
army consisting of 130 French sol-
diers, jo0 armed Candliauns, and
200 Indians, Hurons and Algon-
quins, King].onile\"\\'z\swilling
that the Iraquis should be suppress-
ed, but not that advantage should



A TRIP ON WHEELS ACROSS THE STATES.

our clothes are becoming rather disreputable.  We drove into **Ashville,”

over a most beautifully picturesque road, with very stecp hills, The
houscs, some of them like castles, ave built on very high hills. Thetown
is large and very busy, with electric street cars. The stores are good,
containing everything one can wish for. Wesaw severai stylishcarriages
and horses. It seems a very fashionable place. One of the Vanderbilts
is building a castle on @ rock, which looks almost inaccessible.  Heissaid
to own several thousand acres here. Just as we were almost out of town,
the gearing round the pole broke, and we were detained two hours for
repairs. ‘The givls and [ stuck to the wagot, and read, and glared at the
curious spectators, who would come up and speak, though Jack growled
and showed his unfriendliness. It was two, p. m., when we got off. We
came dircetly in sight of the “French Broad™ River, and drove over the
rockiest and worst road it has ever been my 1ot to encounter, 1t doesnot
look as if it had ever been driven over before, certainly it has not been
repaired for nges. We scc and have bought lots of wild strawberries,
which are being taken into town in large quantitics. We saw hundreds
of wagons going to market, like one long procession, as we came in this
morning. The River is most beautiful; the road being uncomfortably
close to the edge of the River, and is only wide enough for our wagon.
The rocky bank on the land side rises abruptly to the height of forty or

fifty feet,” Thunk Heaven we have met no one, for the road is so narrow,
a horse or wagon could not possibly pass us.

Sunday, May 26.—A mouth to-day since we started. Weare Camped
in a place a few yards wide, near & house on the bank of the *‘French
Broad,” which is here very rapid, the bank on the opposite side jus® hav-
ing room for the railway, and then rising straight up without a break as
far as we can sce.  The top seems to be a plateay, for we sce cabins and
tobacco houses here and there on thie top.  The woman here, who 1s nice
and kindly, has arrangced to do our washing to-morrow. This is the only
spot for miles where we could find room between the River and the hills
to Camp. Last night, just as_we finished dinner, it began to rain, (and
it looks very rainy to-day), and we had to run for ihelter, and get to bed
without putting away our dinner dishes.  We were dry and comfortable,
and slept well. J. better, and up to-day. Mrs. Roberts, the woman of
the house, brought us a present of cake flowers and stawberries, and

. offercd us tea out of her garden. “Mighty nice kinds,” shesaid she had.
On sceing my look of surprise, she said:  “‘Oh, maybe you uus is rich
enough to usc store tea 1" She has had lots of visitors all day, who came
and went on mule back, one woman on a pillow behind her good man.
We sce a great many saddle bags, they arc very common in this rocky
region, Evening very cool and pleasant. We have a visitor, an intelli-
gent native, who tells me that they have cyclones and water-spouts occa-
sionally, and that till last night, they have had no rain for three months.
Mrs. Roberts asked our religion. I said, “Episcopal.” She said, 1
never heerd tell of none of them kind round here.”

Monday, May 27. -~ Cloudy and very threatening.  The boys are fishing
in the “Broad.”  The girls, . and I, have had a dclightfal bath. We
have just had lunch, fresh wild strawberries, which we bought hulled,
and ready for use, ten cents per quart. It's yery nice and quict here, but
I'm longing to be oft again,  We have had visits from the natives, severd
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—_—rT T - Picame =
A SINGING MOUSE.

When “Pigeon and Pets” was
puhlishcd, 1 wrote the true story of
a Singing Mous2, But as this paper
reached but few of the readers o
the Review, T will add myyarn to
the “Taice ‘Told Tales—

One evening while sitting in my
fibrary, I thought that 1 heavd birds
chirping and singing gweetly, and
as the sounds cene from the divee-
tion of the window, I .\'up;mu-r\ the
birds ta beoutside. For e days
I continued to hear the 1 and
at last decided that bivds were tobe
excluded from the Guestion, as the
sounds appeared to come fiom dif-
ferent parts of the room, and if the
walls had not cars they cettinly
wemed to be possessed of vocal
organs,  There was a mystery and
the first thing to be done was to
examine into my mental condition
to see ita‘beeinmy bonnet” would
not account-for the singing. This
point <atisfactorily settled in the
negative, 1 suddenty remembered
that last wintera dancing (iumping)
mouse had paid us 2 visitand would
it not be a proper thing for this
eson'’s programme to include a
singring mouse. ]\L\‘ti'\ll)i\ih“llght
aruek ne the mysterious voeadist
commenced his concert behind a
hot water coil.  Still having faint
foar of the bee in the bonnet theocy
I called one of the servant- tolisten
to the sounds, and shie at onee said
“why that is the nowsel heard mov-
ing whout my room for weeks,” To
my mind this settled  the mousc
theory satisfactorily, but remems
bering that this is the age of hard
facts and being a little curious to
mect the musical prodigy in the
flesh, a “Delusion” trap was placed
in the necighborhood of the coil.
Next day 1 observed that the enter-
prising pussy of our cstablisiment
was also bent on the study of the
singing mouse, her enthusiasm evi-

dently havinga physiologica ruther
than 2 psychel give oo s, ftawas
a very dapgerous situation for the
mouse, but while he avoided Tab-
by's claws he fell a victim to th
serdnetive charms of toasied chidese
Five minutes after the tittle fullow
was caj tured the mystery of the
invis ble singer was sotved, for the
prisoner ran up and dowan the =cabe
in a dclightful mannet, and when
placed in a cage sang frecuently.
T'o all appearances he was nothing
more than a common house meusc.
although wen 1eame tothinkover
the chief points of the common
mouse 1 found them more difficult

to enumerate than those of the
Almond Tumbler.  Mousie sang
carly and late and when devoting

himsclf to song alone, sat on his
hind legs and produced great
variety of sweet notes that could be
heard fifteen to twenty fect away.
The song varied greatly and is difit-
cult of deseription, but it resembled
the twittering and singing of bird=
at a distance more than anything
else 1 can think of.  Anyonc who
has watched ared squirred “winding
up the clack™ can easily imagine
the appearance of the moeuse when
engaged m singing.

Apparently he s o at times for
amusement, and  when frightened
made a mnsical chattering. One
night some on saliowed the prizonet
to escape in the pigeon loft and be
celebrated the event by singing @
merry ditty behind the catm shell
box. Next day my nimble left
assistant capturcd the grey coated
tenor in a handful of votten waol,
and alas! fright or asphyuia (the
doctors could not settle the pointy
finished the vocalists sonix of life.

A friend who sat in the Bibran
one ovening and heard our tittle
prodigy trying overat fow low notes
said that last winter his hearth wl
been invaded by singing mice bt
their tones were high pitched and
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Labor Day as a new institation,
proved a success, and once hotiday
more never scems out of place,  If
the day was a success onthe whote,
the managementof the spotts might
have used a little more judgment
in selecting a place for the am.se.
ments. Lacrosse cannot be played
in the midst of a mob, ner wm i
game of Bascball be carried to
successful termination under sim-
ilarcircumstances, Why did'nt the
Committee secure the Athleiic
Grounds? The chances are tiat
they could have been had for the
asking, or at most, for a trithing
sum.  Thescare beautiful riviinis,
specially  prepared for Athlen
Sports, and yet the athletes il
not usc them,  ‘The cry is, the oo
ple will not go there, it is tou tod
and yet three thousand RIN
found their way out to tice Fuad
Soncert at the Asylum, trampad
through half a mile of dust, wnd
went home merry and conteat
The inference is that the yuouayg
men do not know when they are
well off.

The Concert by the 14th Baxd on
“Labor Night” was a dehighitul
affair, and an undoubted sueess.
The Band has made wonder(a’

iz

‘m-
provement of late, and is tasinyg
rapid strides towsrds & promiaent
position in the first ranks of Taaa-
dian Bands.

The Fireworks were hardly uj
«Crystal Palace™ standard, but Billy
Sheamade the mostof them. Some
of the rockets did not fly very high,
and it was suggested that IHULS
hung on to the tail too long.

Labor Day proved that there we
two men the city cannotdo without
on any great ocsasion. Of coutse
we refer to “‘our two Billys.”

What would the Kingston sports
be without the help of Rockwouts
employees?

Miss Mary Smart, of Moulten
College: Dr. Wesley Mills, of Me
Gill University: aad Mr. Edwin
Lockie, of Toronto, visited Rock-
Wood House in September.

The Midland Fair is athing of
the pust, and if there had not been
so much rain, & success would have
been seeared ; as it was, “*Colum.
bine” carricd off all the Pigeon
prizes worth having.

Annexation is the question of the
dayin Portsmouth.  Publicopinion
is sumewhat divided, and several
immense difficuities must besettied
before Kingston can haveus.  Hat-
ters Bay produces motre geese to
the square foot, than are ‘found to
the square mile in the rest of the
world, ‘These geese own the whole
village, and the word pound is as
yet umviitten in our code of muni-
cipal laws.  The fact of the matter
is. Penitentiary and Asylum officials
are too fond of “poate de fois gras.”

Cows and horses are also frece
comamuaers, and at night we hear
the *clank of the leg chains’ at-
tached to horses that go throigh
thestrectat full gallop.  Unless we
can still have our live stock *free
as the air,” annexation  will not
boom. Thenagainevery man Jack
expects to be Reeve or Coundillor
at some time, so that his name may
be added to the long list of distin.
guished citizens,  If Kingston gets
us, the only hiope is, that as almost
every man in the city has been
Mayor at some date o1 another, new
blood will have to be sought for
in the Classic Subwb,  Kiongston
would be glad to get our rate of
taxation, which is good and high.
Put if it wanls us, our terms are |
not subicet to revision, and our
platform is, **fec goeese and pate
de fois gras for the working man,
unrestricted hiberty for our hovses,
pigs and cows, and o big shave of
municipal honors for our Solons.™



A TRIF ON WHFFLS ACROSS THE SOUTHERN STATES.—~CONTINUED,
cipice most of the way up, and was only wide enough for one swagon,
1 do not know what would have become of us, if we had met a vehide of
any kind on these steep grades,  The children on the ponies acted as
svouts,  There appear to be very few negroes in these mountains,  We
passed some very protty houses, and well tilled farms, to-day.  The boys
watered the horses, not allowing them tocool sufticiently,  We had hardly
finished our lunch, when the Dr. began to tremble violently, so we had to
hurry, and tackle up, and start and drive as quickiy as Yus»iblc. The
poor beast had hard work to get along at first, but after an hour he recov.
cred, and scemed all right, It wasa very .arrow escape,  We met to-day
some magnificent specimens of flame colored Azaleas, about fifteen fect
high, also sume beautiful clusters of pink and white cup shaped flowers,
growing on a tall, and small trees, with shiny green leaves: in one spot
there was a perfect forest of them,  We are now on a sort of table-land.
the country very wide and uncultivated. ‘Towards evening, we are ap-
oroaching the *‘Blue Hills,” and are seven miles frum **Hendersonville.”
Met a pedlar with his wagon, covered like our own, He advised us to
Camp at the foot, as we shall have a very steep climb, and the horses
should be fresh.  We passed the boundary of the two States, and foand
a gate through which we had to pass, into NerthCaroling,  Thisgate wus
on top of a high hill,, the country very wild and uncultivated. At the
foot of the hill on the Carolina side, we came upon a curious old Iny,
front of which was an old spring stone coning, and on a stone piliar the
date 1818, and the name **Poinsctt &, ring.”

Friday, May 23.- Bright and glorous, and the Queen’s Birth-day.
The sun is shining on the trees far above us, we are so far down in the
valley, we do not feol any of its rays up carly, There are lovely ferns
about our Camp ground, and exquisite flowering shrubs: one has long
pointed leaves, and sprays, of waxy white bells, very tiny and set close
together: and the flime colored Azalea, which looks at a short distance,
as if tne tree were on fire.  We are up very high now, having been stea-
dily ascending since leaving *‘Greenville,” forty miles away,  Still climb-
ng, we reached the top of “Blue Ridge,” through a gap, the mountains
towering all around us.  We found a spring of water gushing out of the
rocks, and draunk the Queen’s health with three cheers for Her, which
made the rocks ring. “I'hescene was most beautiful, the maguificent trees,
with the sun shining through the branches, and glittering onthetree tops
belov- us, was on every side.  Still descending, we reached “FlatRock,”
a summer resort for wealthy Southerners. It lies in a valley surrounded
by mountains, and has au immense number of very fing, fatge residences,
some of them quite like castles, with luge and well kept grounds, .t
parks. ‘The trees are magnificent, so large and beautiful, wmaples, birches
and ashes, and immense weeping willows,  “‘Tlendersonville,” quite a
large town, wide streets, and good stores, and a great air of prosperity
lacking in the other towns farther south.  Our drive to-day was over a
very pretty road.  Saw quaatities of purple Phlox, and a beautiful, scarlet,
star shaped flower by the road sides,” We have gone into Camp five nites
from “Ashville.”

.. Saturday, May 25.— Dull and rainy looking, the sun trving to shinea
bit. Wehavea pretiy fair Camp ground, and <lept very weln, . 10s vather
alate start, being nearly cight, a. m. Al arewell, though terribly austy;
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one plice we came on a long, low brick cottage, three doors in front
overeach doorway were two white turtle doves, with their bills together,
kissing. These were thrown out in bold relief by the red brick bac
ground. They looked very funny, and we supposed they were hone
moon cottages; they stood on a hill' with a fine view. Wedid 28 miles.
Tuesday, May 21st.—]J. no better, but it is a great comfort to kne
what is the matter. It'sa very fine morning, and we are just starting
ssven, a. m. We drove till eleven, through a pretty, hilly country, a
Camped by a brook, for breakfast and rest. The air is fragrant wita th
rfume of pine, and various scented shrubs. We crossed the *‘Saludy’
iver, and came on a very hilly road, obliging us to skid nearly all tid
time. Got into “Grenville” about four, p. m. This is a large, aliv
town, good stores and plenty of them, street cars and clectric lights, Wi
have Camped near the road, two miles out, rather public, but.it see
quiet. It has been rather cool all day. There arc large fields.of whe.
barley and outs on every side. We have scen apple, pear, cherry a
ach trezs for the last 100 miles.  We bought chierries and new potatoe
rom a wom:n on the road. -
Wednesday, May 22.—A bright, cool moraing. We hear we sh
have to have the horses shod, to enable them to get over tie rough roa
The mount iins are now to be seen, blue in the distance, and lots of the
all around. 1.am afraid we shall find ittoo cool when we getamoagthe
J. and Edwin left a little after cight, a. m,, to get the hoises saud, un
get grovisi»mi. The girls and 1, with Jack and the pistols, for ; r tectio
are kee;iig Camp.  Three rough rowdies, with their dogs, came alon
and sat dowa near us, evidently desirous of being troablesome. 1 gotta
revolver out, and sat with it in my lap. They kept sctting tacir dug o
{ack; we were alarmed lest Jick should break his chain and attack them
said, “‘take your dog away, or I will fire,” and they coolly t-1d me the
would shoot Jack if I'did. "So I changed my tactics and s:i-l. 'mn
one bit afraid of you, but if you had any manliness about you, you woul
not try t) worry any woman as you are doing.  So aftera while they left
. came back at two, p. m. Weleft. The wind was blowing 1 gale, an
the dust driftiag in clouds), threatening to overturn the w g n. Aft
waiting . while 10 a sheltered place, to sec if it would go dre il we we
obligad to take it off and start uander bare poles.  The road + -~ hard and
good. We C.un})c'l in some wods, on the roadside.  J. betr =
Thursday, My 23.—H if-p st six, and a fine cool mur g, rath
too much so, in fact. We hace breakfasted, and are just | paring &
start. The girlsand I hul a goeat fright last night. ']l‘hc) . tae do
to the wagon, and did not tell us.  About midnight, he b= n t» jum
and bark furiously, and nearly overset the vehicle,  We t - ught somd
onc was trying to get in.  We drove over twomountainst .y the road
went zigzag up the side, and was protected by stone walls -« = very high,
The girls and T walked most of the time.  Afterclimbingst  Jdily forove
an hour, we heard the sound of rushing water, and . ~at'y saw il
pouring in a torrent down the mountain side, “There a.- mwantains all
around us, all higher than the one we are climbing,  On tic- ~unmit, we
s.tu{);wd for lunch, though there was no shade.  The roat widened a ki,
and there was room for amill, with a few logs and bhowds "The horses
arc utterly worn out, with their long, hugclimb. The roa-lskirted a pre



