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I Cannot Choose.

I caxxor choose—I should have liked so |

much |
To sit at Jesus’ feet, to feel the touch i
Of Ris kind, gentle hand upon my head, |
While drinking in the gracious words He |

said,
And yet to serve Him 1—0 divine employ,
To minister and give the Master joy !
To bathe in coolest springs His weary feot
And wait upon Him while He sat at'meat ! |
Worship or service—which? Ah, that is
best

To which He calls me, be it toil or rest—
To labour for Him in life's busy stir,

Or seek His feet, a silent worshipper.

So let Him choose for us: we aro not strong
To make the choice; perhaps we should go

wrong,
Mistaking zeal for service, sinfu! sloth

Damascus,

Dauascus, latoly mentioned in our
Sunday-school leesons, is one of the
oldest cities in the world, having been
montioned 88 early as the days of
Abraham. It is situated in Syria,
about ono hundred and thirty-six miles
north of Jorusalem. It bursis upon
the traveller's viow with such beauty
tha it is said that Mohammed, be-
holding it, turned away and refused to
enter, sayiog, * Man can have but one
Paradise, and mino is not here!” Yor
many miles the city is surroundod by
fertilo fields and gardens, which are

watered by" rivulets and sparkling , ward Mecca, consequently the trade is '
streaws, the Abana and Pharpar of the | much increased.

We have seen too many such who
There are many fine | expected to climb up *ho ladder of fame

Syrian leper, giving to the vegefation , b<ths with marble pavements, and the yand fortune without workmng for it.
& charming freshnees and sweetness, , market-places are well built and t They are looking around for pins to

It is nearly two miles in length, and a
mile’ in width. The city is divided
"intoJtwo pa-ts, the old and the new. ' manufacture of sabres that would bend yor philanthropic merchant,
'In the old portion are the principal , to the hilt without breaking, and the , pastner,
! the mosque Abd- edge was 50 keen as to divide the firm-

buildings, the castle,
el-Malek, the most beautiful architec-

tural monument in the city, and some

lof the principal,; Christian  churcher ; Mohammed, and made it the capital of  taat

f

andg Jewisht’synagogues. A Turkish
mosque, which was formerly a Chris.
tian church, may also be seen, which
slill bears its ancient inscription,

| «Thy kingdom, O Christ, is an ever.

i

: place there It is supposed that about |

1 Women were made slaves.

adcrned with many columns.  Damas- | pick up, and then be folded to the em.
lcus was formerly celebrated for the, brace of some wealthy bank yresident
made a
and finally marry into the
. family.  Such cages are not to be found
est coat of mail. The Saracens took ; every day in the present time. We
the city shortly after tho death of read Munchausen tales of years gone by,
had an ending hke this, But to-
the Mohammedan world. In 1860, a day the merchant who wants a young
fearful massacre of the Ohristians took , man wants one of character and ability.
Learn a trade, young man ; first be.
3,000 were murdered, and many of the , come a proficient in some industry, so
| when you go forth to pastures new
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Vizw or THE Ciry or DAMASCTS,

lasting kingdom,” a prophecy of the
future spread of Christianity.

The beautiful mosque and hospital of
Sultan Selim, and the palace, are in the
suburbs west of the city. The streets
aro very long and narrow, and one, re-
forred to in tho Actas, still bears the
name of Straight. The houses, though
mostly plain outside, aro magnificent
within, They usually have a decorated
fountain in the court. The bazaars ars
very numerous. Damasous is the
contre of commerce in Syria. It is the
rondezvous of all pilgrims from tho
north of Asis, who are travelling to-

Why Boys S8hould Learn a you will know within yourself that
Trade. you have something to fall back on for
HarpLy a day passos by but we see|a living,

evidence of the folly of our young men, | If the young men of the day would
both in the city and country. They are | ask some of our old and successful mer-
willing to work for about half the pay , chants for the gsecret of their success in
they should be receiving. If you ask j life, they would be much astonished at
them what is their trado, they will  the stories of early hardships, trials and
reply they havonone, and in these days | privations they ondured.  Fathers,
when skilled labour is in demand itis a ; mothiers, is there not & lesson to be
shame and outrage for 80 many promis- | learned from this? s it not your duty
ing young men to be loitering their time | to seo that your boys are oducated to
away, oither lookiug for work, or, if | make their living, 80 that when sthey
thay have it, in a position whero their, como to man's ertate, thoy can b]ogs you

pay is nothing. | for it 3—Salected.
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Plea for Missionary Labourers. Onln; own holfnes aro aprrouhnded called tobacco. There is no alternative thlilnk of s\lxlch till hil;; he(’iarh aches. But |§

o I : 080 from foreigh ehores ; but to stay in and be choked, or to go | what we have in hand at present is

us‘n_(:fi_‘mc‘;,o]‘(f roxnto Macedonin and help A’{} “&God “"d“du"’ heathen out and be frozen. That which by a | merely to spoak a word for non-smokers,
o o« U P our very doors. . o - . l()d b h‘e 0 d . “ f1
I neAnD 5 sound of wailing . e § e groat strotch of imagination is cal whether men or women, and espeoially 1§ ¢

- ' ono aro irom work exempted—

Comin)i; over land and sea,
And my heart aches with sorrow,
For its tone pierces me,

It comes from weary workers,
Borne down by over-toil—
Not those who work for riches,
Or gloat o’er golden spoil—

But from those who are sowing
On dark, untrodden ficlds,

The sceds of truth—Christ's gospel—
Hoping for harvest yields,

Those who from early morning,
Through weary days, till night,

Toil to give darken'd heathen
The pure, full gospel light,

Who work, toil on, and labour,
Calling for help with tears—

Thus does the cry keep rising,
And has done so for years.

Tat now the cry is greater
Than ever 'twas before,

For fields are growing wider,
Aud help is needed more,

And it comes so distinctly,
I cannot quiet rest,

Until to Christ my Saviour,
I unburden my breast.

This wail, and cry of anguish,
Saf's: ** Lord, O Lord, how long

Shall Satan be permitted -

His kingdom to prolong ?

Around the millions perish,
In darkness and in sin—

When shall we sece the brightness
Of gospel light shine in?

From Africa wo hear it—
*Mid clanking of her chains—
From India’s highest mountains,
Down through her fertilo plains,

From China and from Burmah,
From islands of the sea,

We hear the same cry rising—
The same deep anguish’d plea,

From our own dear loved country,
It rises more and mor2,
Increasing while advancing
From east to western shore,

Until the lofty mountains
Echo it o'er the plain,

And back the cry resoundeth,
From west to cast again,

The black man just unfetter'd,
The red man of the west,

And those mix'd tribes and races,
With which our country’s press'd,

At once demand attention ;
Nor can we now delay,

Lest in ﬁ)rocrastinution,
We all shall pass away.

Hear it—** Come over, hclp ust”
That ** Macedonian cry’

Coming with louder pleading
From far as well as nigh.

Now it scems weary sighing,
Again wailing with tears,
And then a burat of anguish,
An of despair and fears.

Christians, will you not listen,
And heed this anguish'd cry?

**Come over now and help us,”
*‘Ere heathen perish—die ! ”

Young Christian men and maidens,
Will you not riso and go,

And thus your love for Jesus,
And for poor sinners show ?

The fathers and the mothers,

And those bow’d down with years,
Can work at home by givin

Their money, pray'rs, and tears;

Can labour in preparing
Others to go abroad,

And thus all can contribute
In work for souls and God.

The claim is on us all ;
Let all ariso and labour,
Heeding this mighty call,

Oh ! Christian, time is passing !
Do what you can to-day—

If you can't teach the heathen,
Give monoy, tine—and pray,
-

The 8elflshness of Smokers.

Tuenre is little use at this time of
day in taking up the parable of our
¢ British Solomon,” or of issuing a new
edition of that monarch’s ¢ Counter-
blaste to Tobacco.” Whether or not
wo believe with the * Wise” James
that tobacco-smoking in all its forms is
“a custom loathsome to the eye, hate-
“ful to the nose, harmful to the brain,
‘“ dangerous to the lungs, and in the
“Tlack, stinking fume thereof nearest
¢ resembles the horrible Stygian smoke
“of the pit that is bottomless,” we
must, we fear, so far accept the situa-
tion as to recognize the use of the weed
88 a fail accompli, And we do so with
all franknees, having neither timo nor
inclination to discuss its harmful or
beneficial influences.

But while all this is very evidert, is
there no room for asking, of course in
a modest, deferential way, whether,
after all, non-smokers have any rights
or any feelings which she disciples of
smoking or chewing are bound to re-
spect? Our own impression is that
Jjudging by geueral practice, they have
not. They are evidently * fair game,”
whether they happen to bo men or
women, and whether they be travelling
by land or water. It is, of course, not
to be forgotten that to very many to-
bacco smoke and, still more, the expec-
torations of tobacco smokers and
chewers, are singularly disagreeable.
The former is most assuredly to such,
in the languageof King James, “ danger-
ous to the lungs,” and * hateful to the
nose,” while the floods of polluted saliva
are as ‘ loathsome to the eye” and as
upsetting to the stomach as anything
woll can be.  Yet in the vast majority
of cases it is taken for granted that it
is all the other way, and that a man
who cannot with pleasure stand tobacco
smoke is a milksop, while a woman
that would * object” is “no lady"” and
has little spirit. "We are not saying
that all smokers are of this way of
thinking or of this way of acting. But
in the vast majority of instances this
iy the case. Why should any one be
subjected to untold agonies or to the
diss ble necessity of appearing
churlish by objecting to the use of to-
bacco when the jaunty matter-of-course
appeal has been made about its dis-
agrecableness. In nineteen cases out
of twenty it is always disagreeable to
non-smokers, and gentlemen who are
gentlemen indeed, and not mere cads,
ought never to make the appesiin a
promiscuous assembly for what cannot
be indulged in without a selfish dis-
regard of the feelings and comfort of
others.

Lst any ono have to wait at our
railway stations on a winter day, and
what is his experience ! “No Smoking”
may be on the walls, though often not
even that. But as a matter of fuct the
atmosphere is almost thick enough to be
cut, and that with all kinds of villainous
compounds made up by contributions
from the mildest cigarette down to the
most sickening of all possible articles

the “ Ladies’ Room"” is in many casos
not sacred if one of the feminine
travellers has a masculine protector
who loves the weed and has a right, as
he fancies, to be where his wifo is, and
therefore to * take his ease in his inn.”
Appeals we havo known made again
and again to tho station master, to be
treated only with contempt, and to
draw from the steaming crowd nothing
but ridicule and insult. Nay, {en
chances to one, the station master,
porter, and policeman too, if there is
one, aro themselves all busy at their
idol—burning it of course,

Then is there not something horribly
selfish in making all second-class cars
smoking ones ? It would seem ss if any
one guilty of the crime of 'being poor
had to be tortured by continunl relays
of smokers and spitters. Any one can
see this any day he pleases. Who has
not seen poor, decent emigrant women
with a number of little children con-
demned to pass whole days in such
places, with the atmosphere around
thom thick with tobacco smoke, and
the floor often slippery, always disgust-
ing, with unmentionable expectorations.
Nor is it only in the second-class or
emigrant cars that this iniquity is wet
with. When a company of chewers
has travelled say a hundred wmiles, the
floor of the compartment where they
have laboured is more disgusting to
both sight and smell than many a'
hog pen. Of course ladies’ dreases are
ruined, and the stomachs of more than
ladies, when their owners become
temporary heirs to the premises, are as
likely a8 not to be distressingly upset.

1t is the same thing on board our
steamers. No place is sacred from the
hateful intrusion. Wretched fellows
who ought to know better will plant
themselves in the neighbourhood of
ladies and pull as for dear life at a
cabbage leaf cigar or a smoke-begrimed
clay pipe. Here again the wretched
non-smokers have no protection and
they are shown no mercy. A horrible
nausea may be creeping over them,
which they hope to overcome, when
the inevitable smoker comes along and
completes the ruin. Scores find all
Jjoy taken out of a trip to Niagara or
to Hamilton, or even sometimes to the
Island. Theee have no wish to, put
down smcking, They have no wish to
be churlish or in any way to interfere
with the enjoyment of others, But
have they themselves not some rights
when travelling that ought to be re-
spected and protected ! Ought smoking
not to be strictly confined to some one
place on board steamers so that all who
go thero might know what they have
to expectd Ought smokers not to have
as much good sense and good feeling
a8 to recognize the fact that their
favourite indulgence i8 horribly offen-
sive to not a few, and that it is selfish
beyond all thought to begin social
intercourse by claiming to do what may
be pleasure to them but is purgatory to
their temporary associates? -

We say nothing at all of the little
wretches of boys of six, eight, and ten
years of age that may be seen at every
corner with their haggard cheeks, their
blear eyes, their horribly nervous ap-
pearance, i)uay with cheap cigars and
filthy tobacco, ruiniog their bodies and
making themselves belore their time at
once nervous and nerveless nonentities.
Any well-wisher of the raoe may well

the latter, for, we ropeat, the current of
fecling and practice seems at present
strongly to indicate that all such are to
be classed as pariaks who have neither
rights nor feelings which the trium-
phant and somewhat inconsidorate and
selfish “worshippers of the weed” are
called upon either to respect, consider,
or consult.—Globe.

-
Woman's Tefnpero.nce Union.

A1 the recent meeting of this Union §
Mrs. Harvie spoke as follows: Seven !
years ago it had seemed to her that § I
there should be in Ontario a pronoun-
ced Woman's Christian Temperance 1
Union in order that there might be not
only sympatby, but unity of action, | 1
God bad greatly blessed the work, The
cause of temperance had been greatly § 1
assisted morally, educationally, and
spiritually by the Union. She referred § L
to the crusade of women in the United
States against saloons, which had § v
spread to Canada, England, Japan, and
India, until there was scarcely aland § T
under God's sun that had not the
women banded together for temperance § 1
work ; and now she was cheered to see
that there was a proposition to form ] A
.an international union. For what was
the Union workiog? She did not§ F
know that she could do better than to
take the motto that appeared on the § O
pro; me—* For God, and Home,
and Native Land.” It was impossible § 4,
to estimate the value of the work, be-
cause it involved the redemption of j T
souls, and who could tell the value of
a soul? This, then, was tho work of §
God. What should she say of the
second word in the motto, *“ Home (" § O
She knew women in the Reformatory
who would mock and laugh if God ] 1,
were mentioned, but who, if home and .
itg associations were spoken of, would § I:
tremble and roll. Mrs Harvie then
related from her personal experience§ T
some painful incidents of the evil !
wrought by intemperance in the home. § I
Not only for God and home were they
working, but for native land. There
was not a woman in Canada, whether j Wt
born here or not, who did not love shisf| I
fair land. It was not given to women [hra
to love it a8 publicly as men did. But Jyoun
in their homes and among their chil- Rriev
dren, women were basing and founding very
and building this land. This was a JIf y
representative gathering, for everyfyou
lady represented at least fifty women. fbf b
It represented five thousand women,
influencing their husbands to vote for Jalt,.
the Scott Act. In closing, she would fhot -
sy to the women, the work is greatfuch
and large. Wherever you hear theif, o
sound of the trumpet, gather together. Roba
Shall not our God fight for us? A great fan a
temperance wave was spreading over xpe
this country until, she believed, thatour
within five years we would havolndi
Ontario for prohibition. uy

&> ble 1

A cLass of whisky sells for a dime, ] A
and is drankin & moment. Tt fires the Jeatit
brain and deranges and weakens the JFI8&n
physical system. Or the same tablef§hey.
lies & nowspaper. It is covered withfolf o
balf & milliin letters; it brings intelli. grone
gnce from the four quarters of thefpll I
globe. The newspaper-ocosts half the abit
price of the glass of grog; but it is noneJo b3
the less true that theve is a large num- ;‘;‘”

T

ber of people who think whisky cheap
and newspapers' dear.
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Dt Via Solitaria,
kers, The following poem was written by that
sall sweotest of poots, the late Henry W, Tong-
OIBYY W fellow, vory soon after the death of his
nt of 1 beloved wife, in 1861. It will be read by
esent [} many with tearful oyes when they remember
re to || how patiently he waited ot the *““station”
ither til) at last ““tho parted ” wero made * one,”
rium- AroNE T walk the peopled city,
» and Where cach scoms huppy with his own ;
" are Ol ! friends, I ask not for your pity—
sider, I walk alone,
No more for me yon lake rejoices,
Though movedy by loving airs of June.
Ol ! birds, your sweot ung piping voices
1. Are out of tune,
Inion In vain for me the elm tree arches
Seven ! Its plumes in many a feathery spray ;
that In vain the evening's starry marches
. And sunlit day.
rance In vain your beauty, summor flowers H
e not Yo cannot greet these cordial eyes ;
stion, They gaze on other ficlds than ours—
The On other skies,
eatly The gold is rifled from the coffor,
and The blade is stolen from the sheath ;
orred Life has but one more boon to offer,
nited And that is—Death,
had § vt welt 1 know the voice of duty,
, and And, therefore, lifoand healthmbst crave,
land Though she who gave the world its beauty
. the Is in her grave.
TANCO § T live, O lost one ! for the livin
0 860 Who drew their carliest life g-om theo,
form And wait, until with glad thanksgiving
_ I shall be free. 3
not §  For life to me is as a station
an to Wherein apart a traveller stands—
2 the One abaent long from home and nation,
fome, In other lands;
gible And’], as he who stands and listens,
k, be- Amid the twilight’s chill and gloom,
m of ] To hear, approaching in the distance,
ue of The train for home.
rk of § For death shall bring another mating,
 the Beyond the shadows of the tomb ;
ne?” ¥ On yonder shore » bride is waiting
atory Until 1 come?®
God § In yonder field are children playing,
8 and And thero—oh ! vision of delight 1—
vould | I2ee the child and mother straying
then In robes of white.
'ienqe Thou,then,the longing heart that breakest,
evil Stealing the troasures one by one,
wome, J Tl call Thee blessed when Thou makest
they The parted—one.
gilﬁ: What the Tobacco Money Bought.
> this§  BETWEEN seventeen and twenty-
omen Rhree there are tens of thousands of
But Fyoung men damaging themselves irre-
chil- Brievably by tobacco, You either use
ding gvery good tobacco or cheap tobacco.
vas a Jlf you use cheap tobacco, I want to tell
svery ivou why it is cixeap It is a mixture
men. lof burdock, lampblack, sawdust, colt's-
men, Joot, plantain leaves, fullers’ earth, lime,
o for Ralt, alum,and a little tobacco, You can-
rould fhot afford, my young brother, to take
great Buch 4 mess a8 that between your lips,
~ thollf, on the other hand, you use costly
ther. Robacco, lot me say I do not think you
great fan afford it.  You take that which you
over gexpend .and will expend, if you keep
that four habit all your lite, and put it aside,
havo@nd it will bay you a house, and it will
uy you a farm, to muke you comfort.
ble in the afternoon of life,
lime, § A merchant of New York gave this
s the Jfestimony : “ In early life I smoked six,
 the [figarsa day at six atid a half cénts each ;
table hey averaged that. I thought {o my-
with [olf one day, ¢ I'll just put asido all the
felli.Jooney I am consuming in cigars, and
> theof}!l I would consume if I kept on in the
" the[Pabit, and I will see what it will comie
noneJ0 by compound intercat’ And he
piim. Jives this tromendous statistio: Laat
heap jyear completed thirty-nine years since,

y the grace of God, I was emancipted

amounted to the enormous sum of $29,
102.03 by compound interest. W
lived in the city, but the children, who
had learned something of the enjoy-
ment of country life from their annua}

8 home among the green ficlds. I
found a very pleasant place in the
country forsale. The cigar money now
came into requisition, and I found that
it amounted to a suflicient sum to pur-
chase the place, and it is mine, Now,
boys, take your choice, smoking without
& home, or & home without smoking.”"—
The Plagues, Alcokolic and Narcotic

A Knock-Down Argument.

Trere is much infidality of a kind
which cannot -eaaily be argued out of
men’s minds. It has itsseat in the heart,
and nothing in the shape of argument
can affect it 80 long as the skeptic re-
musing in health, and strength, and cour-
age. But times of storm, of danger will
come, when all this bravery and cour-

like a dream.

A noted infidel, having ended a lec-
ture in & town of Yorkshire, Eagland,
giving his notion to the people, called
upon any person present to reply to his
argument if they could. A collier
arose in the assembly, and spoke some-
what as follows:

“ Maister, me and'my mate Jem were
both Ohristian folk’till one of theso in-
fidel chaps came this way, Jem turned
infidel, and used to badger me about
atteriding prayer-meetings But one
day, in the pit, a largs cob of coal
came down upon Jem's head. Jem
thought ho was killed and O mon ! but
he did holler and cry to God!" Then
turning to the lecturer with a knowing
look, he said, “Young mon, there is
nowt like cobs of coal for knocking in-
fidelity out of & mon.”

The collier carried the audience with
him, for they well knew that a knock
on the head by a big chuuk of coal
would upset the courage, and with it the
skepticiam, of atronger infidels than
“my mate Jem,” Many an infidel has
discarded bis infidelity, and cried to
God for mercy, in sickness or in danger,
both on land and sea; but whoever
heard of a Christian turning from his
faith in the hour of peril, and forsaking
his God wheu death was at the door?
—Selected.

Orossing the Line.

A poy who went with his father on
‘& voysge to South Anierica was anxious
to see'the equatorial Jine and said to an
old-sailor: ¢ Jack, will you show me
the line when we cross it 1"

“ Oh,yes, my boy.” After a few days
the boy asked whether-they had crossed
the line.

The old tar gaid: “Yes, my Iad.”
“ Why did’t you'tell me and show it to
me!” The sailor replied, 0, my lad, we
always croks the line in the dark.”
Moderate drinker, you always cross

ateinthedark. Mental and moral night
settle down on you as you cross the line
betwéen' moderate drinking and ine-
briety, bringing you to the awful facts
of ruin and death only a little farther
on in the road you ate travelling.—
Selected, - ’

“Waar is a lake?” askéd the
teacher, A: bright little ITrish hoy
raised his hand. % Well, Mikey, what
[is it3” "¢ Sure, it's a holein the kittle,

o' the 'filthy habit, and the saving

visits to their grandparents, longed for | G

age fail ; and then this infidelity flies

the line between moderate andimmoder- |-

First and Last.

Tagy laid him down with happy smiles,
In his tiny curtained bed ;
They gently srioothed tho pillow fair,
Whore repw :d the little head,
And loving words from overyono
ave greeting of joy to the first-born son,

They watched around him day by day,
Till the little limbs grow atrong ;
Theiy taught in simple childish words
Of the ways of right and wrong ;

And loving hearts kept record sure
Of each baby action, so sweet and pure.

L] - » » LJ

Thoy laid him down, with faces grave,
In his coflin, cold and dread |
No loving hand to spread the pall
O'er the straugely silent dead.
.No word of hope~-in speechless awe
They gazed at the face they should sec no
more,

Far, far from home in foreign soil,
He was hid from mortal eye;
No record of his life on eartg,
But 'tis written up ~n high—
Tho story of a drunkard’s shame,
His wasted life and his blighted fame,

~—Selected.

-
How to be Nobody.

Ir is easy to be nobody, and we will
tell you how todoit. o to the drink-
ing saloon and spend your time. You
need not drink much now—only a little
beer or some other drink. Meantime
play dominoes, checkers, or something
else to kill time, so that you will be
sure not to read any useful books, If
you read anything let it be the dime
novel of the dsy. Thus go on, keeping
your stomach full and your head empty,
yourself playing time-killing games, and
in a few years you will be nobody un-
less you should turn out a drunkard or
a professional gambler, either of which
is worse than nobody., There are any
number of young men hanging about
saloons just ready to graduate and be
nobodies.— Watchword. .

‘¢ Almost ??

SA1D old Aunt Sally to her mistress,
“Why, chile, dot no good. S'pose I
take a drink ; I'se dry still. S’pose T
almost go to my dinner ; dat help n:.
stomach any? No, honey! We's g0t
to eat, or else we goes hungry. I don't
almost love my Lord Jesus; Ilove him
quite.”

e

How to Begin,

Yes, I want to be a Ohristian, but X
do not know how to begin.

Are you sure you are ready to begin
if you know how ¢

I think so. I've tried for a long
while.

I don’t know.

to think abouit it.
Have you not tried to get ready to |-
begin-instead of beginning 3

Has your thinking brought you any
nearer beginning 4

I'm afraid not.

Suppose you think of going to Bos-
ton. You start, and after you have
gone some distance find youare on the
wrong tod;; instead of going to Boston
youare travelling exactly the othor way.
‘What would you dot

Why, turn about and take the right
track,

Would you! Why not atop and
think;, sad think like this :Yes I know,
I'm on the wrong road. This will
never bring me to Boston, but I think
T'll keep on awhile. Perhaps some-
thing will turn up to put mo on: the

-

right.road, ov I.may find a cross-road

I suppose one ought

mum,"”

in the block would break all the pencils.

small box of percussion caps, and a
‘man, as soon a8 Lie can scrape together

just heard to my grief that the father

her choics.”

H
I'd better be sure of the whole road
before I turn back, Would that do?

No, of course not. I'd turn round
and set my face toward the city sure,

Cannot you use the same common
sense in starting on the heavenly jour-
ney ?  You know you are on the wrong
road. You know each day’s travels on
it only brings you so much farther
from the right way. You will never
make any progress unless you face
right about, You are on the wrong
track ; turn and take the right one.

But how?

No matter how, or what, just now.
All you have to do i to turn around,
The man who was feeding swine did
not get on until he had said to himself,
I will rise and go. Then he got on his
feet. He had began the homeward
journey.

If T only knew how to begin /

The way to begin is to begin. Resolve
on that with all your might. Tell your
heavenly Father that you have turned
around and are coming home; coming
somehow, even if you must crawl, Ere
long you will find Christ coming out to
meet you.

Illdo it. T' right about face, to-
day, now.—Congregationalist.

Slate Pencils,

HERE i8 a curious fact about slate
pencils; it may interest our readers who
no doubt have often wondered whereall
these slate pencils came from. Years
ago the most of them came from Ger-
many, and were hard and black, but for
rome years we have had a full supply
from our own country. At the qua

near Castleton, Vi, about thirty-five
workmen produce 50,000 pencils daily.
The blocks when quarried are sawed
into pieces seven by twelve inches, split
to a thickness of a half inch, and
smoothed by a planer. The block is
placed under a semi-circular knifs, and
after having been turned over the pro-
cess is repeated. The result is fifty
seven-inch pencils. A particle of quartz

Theyare pointed bya grindstons, turned,
assorted, and sent to market in boxes
of & hundred,

— -
A. M1SSIONARY from the east coast of
Africa writes: “No moro is thought
of killing & womaun in some sections
than killing a bullock. A woman is
sometimes valued at five needles, or a

a small sum, will buy a wife. I have

of one of our school-girls has put her
into the market, to be given to any
man in marriage who will make his
village headquarters for the sale of
rum, thus bringing other vices, utterly
refusing to let her marry the man of

THE Wesleyan churches of Great
Britain have 58,000 members more
than they had in 1871. Of central
or principal stations there are 381;
chapels and other preaching places,
1,654 ; missionaries, 360 ; paid agents,
catechists, etc., 1,748 ; local preachers,
Sabbath-school teachers, etc., 5,977;
church members, 71,904; on trial,
6,236 ; scholars, 79,646. The income
for the year amounted to £150,000.
The wmissionary encrgies of Weslayan-
ism have hitherto been expended in
Todis. It is now contemplated to take
a share of the work which is offered in
Central. Africa along the line of the

or'it may be easier turning by-snd-bye,

Congo.
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Lovest Thou Me?
BY MARGARET R, SANGSTER,

Ir Christ the Lord hould come to-day
As erst to Peter by the sen,
And low and tenderly should say,
*“Oh, my disciple, lovest thow Me?”
'T'o thee and me,
What would cur answer be?

ery,
With r)c:ul * lip and beaming glanee,
“\Ved smmi for Thee, 'neath any sky,
With tlag unfuded and hited lance,”
For thee and me
Would this the answer be.

And if He showed His hands and fect,
Sute wounded on the cruel crosg—
And ashed us still in accents sweet,

From thee and me
What could the answer be?

For life is like a summer day,
Su biight, sv full, so glad, so strong,
And roses strew the onward way,
And we are marching with a song—
For thee and me
What answer could there be?

But clinging to Thee in Thy word

For thee and me
This would the answer be.

And bliss and bane, and joy and grief,
And all things work for good if we

For thee and me
This should the answer be.

“ Yea, Lotd, Thou hnuwest,” if we should

‘* Nay, lov'st thou Mein pain and loss?”

Just this. *“ We surely love Thee, Lor,
Our wills are weak, our hearts are Pe.T,

We trust, and we shall aye endure *—

Can answer, "c\'ca, Lord,” swift and brief
Tu that heen yuestion, ** Lovest thou Me ?”
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TORONTO, NOVEMBER 22, 1884,

Pr. Johnson.

A HUNDRED years ago, on December
18th, 1784, Dr. Samuel Johnson, one
of the greatest names in English liter-
ature, died. In this age of centennials
it i8 well that this sturdy moralist
should be brought to mind. = We have
pleasure, therefore, in presenting the
admirable sketch of his character,
written by the Rev. J. H. Robinson,
one of the leading and most respocted
ministers of the tormer New Convex-
ion Church. He was for many years
superintendent of missions of that
Ohurch in Canada, is a veteran editor,
und is one of the most honoured friends
of the present writer. He has omitted

that question,

years of age, was ono day bidden by
his father to take charge of his book-
stall in the Lichfield market. For
some reason he disoheyed. His father
soon after died. Johnson never for-
gave himself for his disobedience, and
when a man, well on in years, he stood

rain, in visible repentance for tho sin
of his youth. And thete, in the mar-
ket-squaro to-day, is a statue of the
great moralist performing the act of
vonance, If the young would not
plant thorns in their pillows and lay
up bitter sorrow for the future, let
them remember the inspired command,
** Honour thy father and thy mother.”
-
The Woman’s Christian Temperance
Union.

A pusLic MEETING of this Union
was held in the Metropolitan Church,
Toronto, on October 15th. Fiom the
report we quote the following:—The
chair was occupied by Rev. Hugh
Johnston, pastor of the church, The
Chairman, in welcoming the members
of the W. C. T. U., said they were
engaged in a work the imporlance of
which could not be ignored. They
bad taken for their motto * For God,
for home, for native land.” It was
but fitting that women should take an
interest in the home and endeavour to
build it up in purity and light. It
was right that meetings of this kind
should be held in churches, because the
temperance movement was a part of
the great onward movement of the
Church. The Ohurch was now taking
an active interest in tomperance work
#9 was witnessed by the action of the
Presbyterian  Church, the Baptist
Church, the Church of England, and
the Methodist Church, the last having
a constituency of a quarter of a million
in the Dominion, with a total abstin-
ence pledge, and not a single member
engaged in the liquor traflicc. He
congratulated the ladies on the recent
victories achieved in Halten and other
counties throughout the Dominion.

Mr. J. J. McLaren, Q. C., stated
that the history of the temperance
reform has been so far like the history
of many other great reforms. They
saw tho advocates of other great re-
forms first denounced as fanatics ; then
they became leaders of the people; and
finally they were deified. The tem-
perance people were not in the last
stage yot, but they were rapidly ap-
proaching it. A work was now being
done, largoly owing to the Woman's
Christian Temperance Union, such as
hud not been seen for many years past,
and he believed the friends of temper-
ance were now resting upon the crest
of & wave which would carry them on
to a great victory.

THE EFFECT OF PROHIBITION.

Hon. G. W. Ross, in congratulating
the Union upon its work, said that it
was ons of the most aggressive hodies
they had everseen. They were attack-
ing the Churches, they;did not spare the
Education Department—(laughter)—

aud they were scen in the abodes of the
Legislative Assemblies. It was now
proposed to have instruction on tem-
perance in the public schools,

Thero
wus already, he thought, a solution of
Teachers were now re-

one market day barcheaded in the |

readers,

to give one incident in the lifo of
Johuson, which is so characteristic of his
carnest and God-fearing charactor that
we givo it for the benefit of our

quired to study the physiology of the
human system and its anatomical
structure. In the work which they
were to use sovoral chapters were de-
voted to tho effects of alcohol on the

Young Johnson, when under ten

human system, so that thoee who atudy

the wondrous mechanism of the human
frame may understand the effect of
alcohol upon that mechanism. Besides
this, eighty or ninety per cent. of the
teachers were total avstainers, so that
they felt safe in entrusting this impor-
tant matter into their hands. Mr.
Rosg then traced the history of the
temperance legislative movement in
Canada, b_ginning in 1873, which he
had spoken in favour of a commission
to inquire into the effects of intemper-
ance. That commission, of which he
was a_member, came to the conclusion
that three-fourths of the crime in the
country was due to the liquor traffic.
They had thus established the relation
between drunkenness and crime. They
had still to show that prohibition would
diminish the evil. In 1876 a commis-
sion was issued to inquire into the
working of prohibitory laws iu Maine
and other States, and the result of the
inquiry was strongly in favour of the
effectiveness of prohibitory laws. The
next thing they sought was an oppor-
tunity of appealing to the people, and
this was obtained by the passage of the
Scott Act 1n 1878, The speaker re-
ferred to the results of the adoption of
the Scott Act in Halton, In the year
beforo the passage of the Act, there
were 350 commitments, while last year
the number was only 140. If the Scott
Act wero passed in Torontc, as he
trusted it would be, and the sooner the
better, the Churches would be able to
do their work better, thero would be
less vagrancy and fewer absontees from
public schools, homes would be happier,
and government would bo carried on
moro smootbly. (Loud applause.)

SUCCESSFUL WORK OF THE UNION.
Hon. 8. H., Blake was the next

speakor. He said that the frienus of

PR
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temperance were greatly indebted to
the prayer meetings held by the ladies;
perhaps they would never know on
earth how much they owed to those
prayers. 1t was an immense power on
the side of the temperance people that
the blessing of Ged could be asked on
their work, while those on the other
side could not utter such a prayer.
Cheered as he was by the recent vic-
tories of the temperance people, Lis
chief ground of confidence wa3 that
their causo was » just one. He was
in favour of prohibition because it
removed surroundings which tended to
intemperance, and every one knew how
strongly one was influenced by his
surroundings. It was a shame that in
a city likoe this our children could not
walk up Yonge Street without having
before them sometwenty-fiveinvitations
to drink. 'When God wished to rid
His people of the sin of idolatry He
did not command the number of idols
to be vreduced, but said that they must
be ground to powder, and this was
what thoy must do with the liquor
tratfic,

—o-dlD-
§ When the Swallows Homeward Fly.

Wit the autumn winds and rains
comes the annual flight of tho swallows
and other birds of passage to their
winter homes in the sunny south. By
an unerring instinct they are led to
know the proper time of departure and
the route to their southern home, To
this Mrs, Hemans, it is, we think, refers
in the fine poem:—

Birds, joyous birds, of tho wandering wing,

Whence 'is it ye come with the flowers of
spring?

Sinco_through the realms of the trackless
air

Yo have a Guide, shall wo despair? -

o over desert and deop have past,
So may we reach our bright home at last,

1
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—he Text on the Wall.

Eveny day, or blue or gm{,
Cloud or sun, as may befall,
Turn I, with the earliest ray
To my text-roll on the wall;
Word of comfort, word of cheer,
Word of courage waits me here.

Sometimes 'tis a whisper sweet,
Sparkling like a drop of dew !
Juat to sit at Jesus’ feet,
Thence my loving Lord to view.
And I meet the day untried,
With the Master at my side.

Sometimes 'tis a bugle note

Crisp and clear, screnc apd high,
Or a song that secms to float

Likz « lark’s from out the sky.
Sometinies ‘tis a battle-call—
That brief text upon the wall,

Now, ip rinﬁing phrase and terse
From the lips of prophet old,
Mects my eye a warning verse,
Stern, defiant, eager, bold ¢
Nerved to dare whatever foe,
Forward in that strength I go.

Sometimes when my spirits droop,
And the gathering tears are nigh,
Radiant as an angel troop,
Flits a single promise by—
Promise, herald of a train,
Swift to charm away the pain.

Every day, or blue or gray,
Sun or cloud, as may befall,
Turn I, with the dawning ra;
To my text-roll on the wall;
Word of solace, word of cheer,
Word of faith awaits me here.

Tur Methodist mission to the Flat.
head Indians has been revived Ly the
energetic work of the Rev. W. Tate,
who has been for some years engaged
in establishing a mission among the
Bella-Bella Indisus,

TaE wife of the Rev. John McLean,
B.A., missionary to the Blood Indisuns,
near Fort MocLeod, has established a
sewing achool among the Indian women,
Etrtly with a view of teaching them

ow to cut and make garments, and
partly to provide necessary clothing for
women and children, many of whom
are very destitute, She applies for a
tupply of material such as can be used
for the above purpose.

Dr. SAMUEL JOHNSON.

The Dark 8ide of Heathen Life,
BY REV. B. H. BADLEY, D.D.

Tuere is a dark side; all heathen-
ism is dark. Most of us think we
have a fair idea of the state of the
heathen world, and yet without a resi-
dence in a heathen land it is impossible
to have this. Things are a hundred-
fold worse than we can imagine,

In India the so-called sacred writings
of the Hindus are tilled not only with
inconsistencies but with stories of the
most vulgar and obscene character.
The influence of thess books upon the
Hindu people is only too appavent. If
the gods sould do these things, if they
could indulge in theft, lying and all
forms of immorality, why may not the
people$ These books, if they could be
trunslated and published in our land,
would be at once suppressed ; and yet
in India they are widely circulated and
exert their pernicious influence upon
old and young alike. The standard of
morality they teach is fit for devils, not
men. The wonder is that they have
rowained their hold upon so wany
million people as long as they have.
They are thuir own refutation.

The pricsts are avaricious. Many
have become independently rich by
their share of the plunder; in not &
fow instances theso priests have been
found in the English law-courts prose-
cuting cach other for interfering in their
business; rich and poor, pay tribute
and from theit offerings the priest
amasses wealth, often riding his elep-
hant as if he were a king. .

At the time of the great bathing
feativals, when hundreds of thousands
of devout Hindus approach the sacred
Ganges to bathe and worship, the banks
are precmnpted by priests snd holy men,

““gons of the Ganges,” as they are

called, each of whom occupies a certaln
number of feet upon the bank and
endeavours in snything but priestly
style to get hold of as many people &8
possible, each worshipper paying him
tribute. In theee scenes an amount of

noisy, impudent effort is displayed

which can be equalled only by the
donkey-boys of Egypt as they surround
the bewildered traveller and compete
for the fare. At these festivals the
receipts of many of the priests are
sufliciently large to support them dur-
ing the ensuing year. It is not strange
that these won in every possible way
endeavor to prevent the people from
hecoming Christians, .
Shameful scenes occur at many of
the temples. Innocent girls are mar-
ried to the idol and make the temple
their home, supported by the priests
supposed to be celibates ; they go from
the temple to houses of ill-fame,  Could
the temples of India, many of them
beautiful in appearance and rich in
fi.ish, testify to the scenes of adultery
and ‘wickedness which they have wit-
nessed, Hinduism would be undone.
In worship, things unmentionable are
made the objects of adoration,

Bishop Thompson, in speaking of the
330,000,000 gods worshipped by the
Hindus, says: ¢ The character ascribed
to them, and the devotions devised for
them, coming from the hnman heart,
where lurk evil thoughts, murders,
adulteries, etc, must be corrupting and
degrading. No wonder that at length
thieves and drunkards and adulterers
and beasts become gods, and riot and
lasciviousness crown the ceremonies of
the sanctuary. . . . Indian idol-
atry has touched bottom As I stood
in the holy Benares, every sense
disgusted, and every feeling merged
in indignation, contemplating the stupi-
dity, the odiousness, the obscenity,
the discord, the beastliness of that
centre of pagan worship, I thought,
Surely it can get no lower without
opening the mouth of hell. Iexclaimed
within myself, ‘Almighty God? to what
depths of darkness and depravity are
thyrational creaturescapable of descend-
ing when they turn away from the
revelation of love and mercy!’ As I
looked upon a fakir seated by the
Ganges, naked, haggard, worn to a
skeleton, and covered with ashes, I
thought I knew what it iz to be
damned.”

"

Dr. Samuel Johnson.
BY THE REV. J. H. ROBINSON,

Abridged from an article in the Afethodist
Magazine for December, 1876.

At the head of the literary men of
the eighteenth century stands the ven.
erable though ungainly form of SAMuEL
JorNsoN. A man with imperfections
which charity will easily overlook ;
with superstitions which our reason
condemns; with an irritability of tem-
per and & dogmatism of tone which
often made him rude and unbearable ;
but for all that he was a man—a
great-souled, highly-gifted man; and
when the crast was off him, and his
real nature became visible in all its
breadth of feeling and generosity, his
defects—or, perhaps, we ought to say
his peculiarities—were forgotten, and
the great qualities of his mind and
character called forth the admiration
and affection of all who came in con-
tact with him.

But why write of Samuel Johnson
at this remote period? Our answer is
that gerius, learning, and moral worth
are like & diamond which, the more it
is seen the more it pleases and is ad-
mired; and further, Samuel Johnson
was & *helper ” and fellow-labourer in
the oause of morality and Christisn
truth at a time when, in his station in

life,, there were foew who had any

sorious convictions about sacred things,
and very many who made themsélves
merry at all that savoured of earnes
ness in religion and decorum in social
life. We “greet” him, therefore, as
Paul desired Aquila and Prigcilla to
be greoted, “as a helper in Christ Jesus.”
He lived in the time of Fielding and
Smollett, and he, like them, had to
subsist by his pen; but in what a
higher and purer region than theirs
did his lofty intellect range ! He lived
and he wroto in such wise that he was
admired and visited by Mr. Wesley.
The pure and cultivated Mrs. Carter,
Mrs, Hannah More, and Miss Burney
were among his choicest friends. When-
ever he had grace enough to tie his
garters on his stockings, button the
knees of his nether garments, put on
his shoes with silver buckles, and, more
than all, a clean shirt and powdered
wig, he was welcomed to any circle
which he chose to enter ; and his con-
versation was devoured with greater
voracity than he devoured his victuals
or drank his sixteen or twenty cups of
tea. For fifteen years he was the
guest-—always welcome, and at free
commons—of Mr, and Mrs. Thrale, of
Streatham, It was deemed an honour
to receive him in%o their housse, and
there, as elsewhere, plilosophers, poets,
statesmen, and cultivated men and
women in other walks of life, listened
to his utterances with rapt attention
and adwiration.

A CATHEDRAL CITY.

But there is another reason why we
notice Dr, Johnson. His works,
altbough a mine of thought and wisdom,
have become neglected by all but a few,
on account of the style in which they
are written, It isnot English nor isit
Latin, but 3 mixture of the two, rather
uncouth to modern ears, The Doctor
was a stately gentleman—if not always
in his dress, at least in his notions of
personal dignity. He was born at
Lichfield—an episcopal city ; and even
from his childhood his senses were
awed by the sight of doctous, proctors,
and all the retinue of an episcopal
residence. Those only who have lived
in such a city can realize the effect
which such surroundings have on the
general tempar and maunners of the
people. Lichicld now produces hosiery
for young and old ; “clouds” for ladies’
wear in winter ; and an endless num-
ber of articles for warmth and comfort ;
and we, at least, bless the people of
Lichfield for all the warm things they
produce. But in Johnson's time there
was none of this. The Bishop, the
Bishop's palace, the cathedral, the
assizes and quarter sessions, and now
and then & county ball or a review of
troops, were all that the people saw or
had to live by, Manufacturing’ indus-
tries make people independent, and
sowmetimes saucy, and when you become
independent and ssucy, speech adapts
itself to feeling, style becomes short and
snappish, It takes but little trouble
to say, “I am as good a8 you;” but to
him who lives under the shadow of a
cathedral, who hears at least twice a
day the words, “ I believe in the Holy
Catholic Church;” who hears long-
robed priests and surpliced choristers
chanting litanies, and sees them per-
forming genuflections,—no wonder,
eapecially when their bread and butter
are also in question, that the tone of
feeling and the manners of the whole
people become quieter ane more respect-
ful, and it is a moot question whether

“J am as good a8 you" or not, At all
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events Johnson came from such a place,
and his mind and character, and no
doubt his mode of address wero toned
down by his early surroundings,—and
his stylo in after lifo bears the mark of
the solemn and roverential habits to
which he had been trained in oarly life.

Let us sit down with patience and a
dne relish to Samuel Johnson, and he
will tell us something worth knowing
and worth thinking about before wo
lay down his book.

JOHNSON'S POVERTY.

Fourpence a day he lived on for
many a day after his first coming to
London.  Several times, it is to by in-
terred, for his pride would not let him
acknowledge tho fact directly, he walk-
ed the strects all night in company
with poor Savage, because neither of
them had money enough to pay for a
bed.  His “ Ramblers” and some ot his
“Idlers” were written in a miserable
gariet, with everything around him to
chafe his proud spirit and distract his
mind. Once or twice he was arrested
for debt, and always, till he was ncar
fity years of age, and receivel his
pension of three hundred pounds per
annum—he lived on the verge ot want :
not knowing often when ho laid his
head on his pillow at night where the
food for next day would comeo from.
Yet, amids: these trials, this man pro-
duced works which the world will
never let die,—his ‘ Rasselas,” his
“Rambler,” his *Idler,” his immortal
Dictionary, his Parlimentary Dsbates,
in which he fabricated speeches for
“Noble Lords,” such as none of them
had ever Lrains enough to fabricate for
themselves. How many sermons he
made tor luzy parsons has never becn
ascertained, but it is affirmed that more
than one has made a name by publish-
ing sermons after Johnson's death, as
if they were his own, which, neverthe-
less, were written by Johnson, and
sold for a morsel of bread, or given
away from a generous impulse. As
soon as he had anything fit to be called
a house of his own it beesme a cave of
Adullam to sundry persons who wore
in debt or in want. He sheltered two
decayed ladies (one of whom was blind),
and both of whom died at his house
and were buried at his expense. He
had an cld medical man under his roof,
of the name of Levett, whose practice
lay chiefly among the poor, and whose
fees were not sufficient to maintain him.
He wasa shy, modest, but well-read
man, a good listener, and suited John-
son admirably to help him spend his
long hours over his breakfasts in
suitable conversation. This man was
honoured by an ode on his life and
character, written by Johnwon, which
concludes with these lines:

““His virtues walked their narrow round,
Nor made a pause, nor left a void ;
And sure th' Eternal Master found
His single talent well employed.”

Persons like these, and his negro
sorvant, after o death of his wife,
composed Johuy.n's family, He could
turn away from wits and the highest in
the land to hold daily converse with
the unfortunate and tho lowly, to cheer
their otherwise desolate lives,

AT COLLEGE.

Ttis remarkable that nearly all hig
great works were written while he was
struggling with poverty and while he
was face to face with daily want. Nay,
his education itself was wrested from
the grasp of narrow means which would

from its pursnit. At Pembroke Col-
lege, in Oxford, he would be seen in
the foronoon leaning ngainst the pillar
of its venerable porch—his hair un-
kempt, his seedy garments ill-put on,
his dilapidated shoes allowing the tocs
to protrude, and his tall, gaunt form,
and a face deeply scarred with the
scrofulous sores which had so fright.
fully marked it 1n hie earlier days,
presenting a spectacle at which his
fellow-students would have jeered if the
fear of being knocked down for their
paing had not restrained them. Mean-
while he would help them with their
themes, quote without book or promp-
ter choice portions from che classic
writers they wers studying, and, above
all, and to their still greator delight,
wovld caricatuae and mimic the * dons”
of the university as no other man
durst or could. Sowe one seing the
condition of his shoes, but not daring
to insult him by directly offoring a new
pair, placed them in his room, suppLs-
ing that ho would quietly put them on,
with thankfulness to his unknewn
benefactor for his kindness; but the
only use ho made of them was to throw
them out at the window, with indig-
nation that any ono should suppose ho
needed new shoes, or, if he did, that
he would accept them at the hands of
charity.

IN LONDON,

He left the university without a
degree, heing too poor to remain longer,
and cams out into the world to fight
his way against udverse fortune as he
best codd.  He camo to London, that
great centre of the commercial and
literary activity of the world; where,
by his pen, he earned a scanty subsist-
ence, and lived what must be desigaated
o miserable Iife for many years. He
wrote for Cave, the proprietor of the
Gentleman’s Magazine, he translated
for the Looksellers, and, in fact, was a
man-of-all work in the literary trade,
working spasmodically and under a
teeling of constant resentment against
his hard fate. His “ Rassolas” wag
written in two nights, so, at least, it is
aflirmed, to earn twenty pounds to
defray the expenses connected with his
mother's last illness and her funeral.
His “ Ramblers,” many of them, at
leas, were dashed off in an evening—
the printers’ boy often romaining the
while for the copy. In fact, nearly all
that he did previously to the publica-
tion of his Dictionary was done ina
hurry and uunder the pressure of daily
need.

HIS DICTIONARY,

That Dictionary may be pronounced
the greatest monument of learning and
industry ever produced by one mau in
so short a time. The French Academy
consisted of forty members, and it took
the labour of the whole of them for
forty years to compile their dictionary.
Johnson compiled his in eight years.
He employed six clerks to assist him,
whom he paid vt of the sum he
received for his work, His contract
with the booksellers was for £1,575
sterling, but £500 additional was paid
him, the original contract price being
altogether too little. Of thia great
work it may be truly said, that for
‘“the learned, yet judicious revearch
into etymology, tho various yet accurato
display of dofinition, and the rich
collection of authorities,” it stood alone
in tho age in which it was published,
and it is still the mine in which subse-

have utterly discouraged other men

quent writers on the same subject have

course, in science and othey branches
of knowledgo, there has beon a great
ndvance sinco Johnson’s time, and in
these his Dictionary will be found in-
adequate, but what it protonded to do,
and what it could do at the time, ié
accomplished in a stylo of excellence and
comploteness which had never before
been uttempted.

But lot the Dictionary pass, and
notice how much three hunared pounds,
sterling per annum will do for a man,
especiaily when it is certain, and not
dopendant on tho whim of some can-
tankerous deacon, or Board of Church
works. He got a pension of threo
hundred pounds from “good King
George.” Johnson said of Mr. Wesley :
“ His conversation is good, but he is
never at leisure. Heis always obliged
to go at a certain hour. This is very
disagrecable to a man who loves to fold
his legs and have out his talk as’I do.”
And now, with this throe hundred
jounds per annum, he could fold his
legs and have out his tslk to his heart'’s
contont. The nature of Ji..ason from
this timo had room to expand. He
was no longer in a hurry with his work,
Ho wrote aftor this his delightful work,
“The Lives of the British I'oets," but
in how different a tone from that with
which he wrote many of his “Ram-
blers” and “Idlers!™ The melancholy
which tinged those papers disappears.
His power of discrimination was quick-
ened by his leisure. His temper
becomes, for kim, bland and genial ;
his Ianguage softer and less constrgined.
Hence this work is the most finished
and elegant of all his productions, It
has always been a favourite with the
reading public; has gone through many
editions, and will continue to be read
with pleasuce 50 Jong as the English
language remains.

BOSWELL.

About the time at which he received
his pension Providence sent him another
blessing in the person of James Boswell,
whom Macaulay designates—¢ a dunce,
a parasite, and a coxcomb,” but as if to
show that this designation is extrava-
gant and unjust he admits that this
man, in connection with Johnson's
name and doings, has made himself
“immortak” And so it has come to
pass that this “dunce” has givenusa
“Life" of Johnson which lives, and
ever will livo, as one of the most
instructive and delightful books in our
language. No other biography can
compare with it in freshness, fulness,
and reality. 'We live with the illus-
trious subject of it. We hear his talk
at the dinner partiesand supper parties
to which he was invited, or in the
den in which the great man, only half.
dressed, and with a not over-cleanly
person, amidst huge volumes, covered
with dust, sitting on his three-legged
chair, loved to converse with those who
camo to see him, and had “leisure” to
spend their time in listening to him.
No other man living at that time, or
at any timo, has como to be so well
known to those who did not actnally
live with him a3 D sctor Johnson.

And why was this ordnined? Why
was therosuch a life and such a “*dunce”
to writeit! Johnson had no “‘mission,”
that is, none to which man Lad ap-
pointed him.  Ho floated on the séa of
life like many less gifted and less dis-
tinguished persons. Sometimes he
almost foundered and sunk beneath the
waves in his melancholy, his poverty,
and the terrible workings of his gigan-

had to dig for their supplies. Of

did would have conferred on him the
undying fame he enjoys had thero been
no * duncy, parasito, and coxcomb” of a
Boswell to writo his life. We owo to
him the practical lesson how this poor
Lichfield student, clumsy in his person
and gait, afllicted with melancholy,
superstitious, full of prejudices, obstin. -
ate, dogmatical, and, pe-.iaps, naturally |
indolent, becamo the foremost man of
his time—a contral sun, so to speak,
round which gyrated whatever was
best in intellect and moral culturo in
the metropolis of Eogland—how his
sayings have become houschold words
—how his writings, heavy and stately
a8 some of them are, contain a wealth
of thought and wisdom which would
equip a whole cohott of the flimsy,
cummentating, notemaking, brain.
sucking writers of ourage. W learn,
too, the torrible penalties which men
of genius sometimes pay for their gifts,
Jolnsin was seldom happy. Ho lived
in continual fear of death. His faith !
in the cardinal truths of our holy
religion, though never wavering,
brought to him little of the Joy and
peace of believing. A sincerer or
ficmer believer, perhaps, never existed,
but his afilicted body and mind kept
him in a state of gloom which even
made him distrustful of his spiritual
state, and disposed him to continual

self-accusation.  But he fought the
fight appointed him, and may we not
feel well assured that the * well done”
of the Master, who is touched with
the feeling of our infirmities, would
not be withheld from this great soul
who battled for truth and righteousness
according to his lights through a long,
a suflering, but eminently successful
and illustrious career.

Loxnox, Ont.

>~

Frox the address of the bishops at
tue General Conference of the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church U.S,, it appears
that there are 99 annual conferences,
14 missions, 11,349 travelling preach-
ors, 12,026 local preachers, and 1,769,
634 members and probationers. The
inciesse in the four past years was
69,232. In 1883 there were 18,741
churches and 9,815 parsonages, valued
at $79,238.000. There are 10 theo-
logical seminaries, 45 colleges, G6
classical iustitutions, and 8 female
colleges.

JEWS in Jorusalem were until lately
a few hundred families, who had gone
there to die in the land of their fathers.
Now there aro about 50,000, or about
oue-third of the population. They de-
voto themselves almost oxclusively to
mercantile occupations, The new-
cymers are mostly from Bulgaria, Rus-
sis, and Hungary.

SoMEBODY says we speud too much
for foreign missions. The same people
say it costs too much to run our home
churches, Is that true? England
pays 3680 000,000 for intoxicating
liquors ; 350,000,000 for bread ; 3280,
000,000 tor woollen goods ; $175.000,-
000 for butter and cheeso ; 150,000,
000 for milk; $100,000,000 for tes,
coffee, and cocon; $70,000,000 for
cotton goods; $55000,000 for edu-
cation ; and only $5,250,000 for Obris-
tian misgions, Reflect on theso figurcs
awhile,

Tne Boston T'raveller says: « Mra,
Livermore spent last Saturday at the
Woman’s Prison, and finds that there
is hardly a woman confied theré who
was not brought to this degradation

tic mind ; but nothing that ho wrote or

by intemporance.”
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At the Door.

A s1vakR stood at Heaven's gate,
And gazed in through the shining bars,
Tho nigﬁlt was hushed, tho hour was late,
And Beauty dreamed among the.stars,
She called ; her voice no answer brought
She paused nnd bowed her head in thought,

The brightness of eternal morn
Streamed through the portals on her face,
As though tho flush of day, new-born,
Forever glorified the place.
The singer raised her head and sang ;
Night listened, and the blue skics rang,

As softly as a wind-kissed rose
Lets fall a petal to the ground,
So did the music, at its close,
And echo drop of melting sound,

tely |NBut no bright face drew near the bars

alth [§And smiled and listened with the stars.
L]

uld On earth the singer’s thrilling note

18Y, Had held « breathless throng in awo ;

ain. {Mind fame her name in sunlight wrote
Arn Where passiug thousands praising saw,
nex; Now, none in all sweet Heaven camo

fts. To bow beforo that lofty name.

ved | Then did & maid draw near the

anco

ith Whose brow might charm in Paradise ;

| The atars—whose golden tlowers that grace
oly The dark lake of‘ the night’s cold skics—
Dg, | W Wero not more fair, with all their light,

and
or

Than her soft eyes, and not more bright,

Her tressas-gathered sunbeams fell

ed, In rippling glory to her feet ;

opt | W Yer charms%md bound men with their spell,

ven But now, none came her step to greet ;

ual [Jf 3o bright eye gazed upon her there,

ual {2 angel spoke and called her fair,

the | B 5 monacch dreaming dreams of gold,

ot Drew near the jewelled gates divine,

" [Jl But darkness drew about him cold,

ith Scarce would tho stars upon him shine ;
And filled with shame he bowed alone,

“l(} Dishonoured, helpless, and unknown.

o

css | A woman pure, with patient face,

. And eyes made beautiful with trust,

fgi With soul that never showed its grace

Till freed from its poor house of dust,
Approached the shining portals now,
And lo ! a pure light bathed her brow.

Passed was her bitter journey long ;

She touched the gate with trembling hand,
4And through.the portals broke a song

That filled the night with music grand';
The daors flew back, and, with glad face,
She cutered that celestial place!

. » L) - . .

God reads the soul, and not the face ;

He hears the thoughts, and not the tongue;
In tleaven the features wenr no grace,
b {ave that which round the spirit hung ;
And only they aro lovely seen
Whose lives on carth have noble been.

—E. W. Shurtleg.

A Glimpse of Women’s Mission
Work Sixty Years Ago.

BY MRS. C. F. SPAULDING,

Wuex I returned home from our
st meeting, going into my mother’s
room, T said, *Mother, the ladies of
the missionary society wich me to pre-
pare something to read at their nxt
uweeting. I am sure they know rauch
more about missions than I do. I felt
like refusing. but as Mrs. Langdon pro-
peed me 1 did not like to do so, and
after I spoke the thought flashed across
my mind, why not ask my mother how
they carried on mission work when she
was young ? 'Will you not tell me what
you did to help the missionavies?”

For a fow moments she was quiet,
w' a shadow of aadness passed over
her face, X was almost sorry I asked,
for she had been very ill, and I knew
the was looking back through a vista
of fifty years, with its lights and
thadows, to her girlhood's home. . Then
brightening, she said, ¢ Yes, indeed, I
will. It seems but-yeitorday since we
guthered in Colonel Totten's parlour to
organize our society.

At that time the civilized world was

becoming aroused in the cause of mis-
gions, and ¢ preach the gospel to every
creature’ was heerd from all our Ohris-
tian pulpits, In our own lund, Mr
and LIrs, Newell and Mr, and Mrs,
Judson had bid farewell to home and
fviends.  After waiting long months,
wo heard that the Newells wern not
sllowed to remain where thoy had
intonded to make their home, but had
been obliged to remove to an island
near the mainland,.and also of the per-
secutions of the Judsons, and we ro-
mombered the words of our Lord:
‘Blessed are they which are persecuted
for righteousnesy’ sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven’ The work of our
society was in making outfits for mis-
sionaries, home and foreign,

‘At Iast our first outfit was ready
to be packed ;it was for a young mis-
sionary and his wife, who were going
to India. 'Waat a busy afternoon we
had as we put garment after garment
into the box, and many a little article
was added for the toilet—articles of
use and heauty that would gladden the
young wife's heart in that distant land.
Because she had chosen to leave hone
and friends to work for the Master,
that was surely no reason wby she
should give up everything that makes
lifo beautiful,

 When the packing was finished and
we stood around the box, all were
silent for a moment ; then Mrs. Butler,
our president, said, ‘Let us ask God's
blessing.’ It was the first public
prayer that had been offered in our
society, and amid profound silence the
timid woman asked God to blesa those
who would wear those garments, and
to bless our efforts. Her voice often
faltered, some of the words we did not
hear, but He, who knew whata struggle
it was for her to kneel at His feet in
public, heard it all and did bless us.

*“1 can better illustrate Fow the seed
sown in our little society took root by
telling of an inident that took place in
the life of one of those merry girls who
attonded our meetings,

“Madge Marvin was full of life,
making sunshine out of everything.
Maldge was to be married to a young
army officer. Ah! well I remember
Madge as she stood under the chan-
delior, with its soft wax lights, sur-
rounded by beautiful women and a
brilliant array of officers #n full dress,
Madge's heart was light, and as she
passed a group of friends, in which
were some of the ladies of our society,
she said, *There is a mission station near
the fort ; I'll watch them for you,’ then
added with a laugh, ¢ Perhaps, if it is
very lonely, I may get converted my-
self’ Words lightly spoken, but how
prophetic ! :
“She loft us, and by-and-bye we
heard of her, and from her, how she
carried her brightness out into that
lonely place, enjoying everything, seem-
ingly as happy asever. A 'year pass~d;
a little child was given her, beautiful,
and the durling of all. One morning,
in midwinter, word came to the mis-
sion station that Lieutenant Dayton’s
baby was dying. They went to his
house, and there, over the cradle, was
Madge trying to awaken her darling,
who was asleep in death, Then the
missionaries that Madge proposed to
watch, were watchiug her.  For
& time her life hung by a thread, and
at last, as the blossoms came out, she
grow botter and returned home. Shortly
after she united with the Churoh, and
when she returned to the West she

An.

Indians like men and woruen, and they
learaed to love her, and in the poetic
language of their raco named her the
¢ Weeping Willow,’ after seeing her
bending over her baby's grave. But
Madge did not give her life to sadness;
her brightness came back, and when we
met her in after years wo saw a now
beauty in her face—the beauty of holi-
ness.  Many letters our society received
fromw her telling of her work and thank-
ing us for clothing and hooks gent."—
Woman's Woik tor Woman.

Vain Repetitions.
BY MRS, M. M, H, HILLJ,

Use not vain repetitions as the heathen do,
for they think they shall be heard for their
much speaking, —Jesus.

Tue people of India, as do other
heathen, believe there is great merit in
repeating the names of their deities.
Hence, a3 a matter of economizing 1his
labour, they often call their children
by the names of their gods. In some
places in the north of India, and in
Thibet, and countries just across thLe
Himalaya range, they have an easier
method of offering their * vain repeti-
tions,”  This they do by machinery,
Their prayers ato put on a wheel or a
cylinder, turned sometimes by hand,
sometimes by wind, and sometimes by
water power. If only kept in motion,
the repetitions have just as much virtue
as if uttered by the lips,

Mies Mary Bacheler, during a resting-
time in Darjeeling, witnessed this man-
ner of offering pray'ra. In company
with some friends, she visited a Budd.
hist temple. It was two-storied, with
a thatched roof reaching nearly to the
ground. The outer door opened into
an apartment whose length was the
width of the building, whileits breadth
was about five feet. A fat Lama
(priest), reputed to be over ninety
years of age, sat in the door, sewing on
a cotton garment. He was dressed in
broadcloth and .had wooden beads
around his neck, which he said were
for bie prayers, At the right was a
huge cylinder about a foot from the
ground, turning on a crooked iron axle
by means of a rope attached to it.
The surface of tky cylinder was covered
with bright green and red letters, con-
stituting the prayers. An old nun sat
in front, pulling the rope to keep the
oylinder revolving. Two bells were
suspended from the ceiling, on opposite
sides of the cylinder, which a projecting
spike of irgn caused to strike at each
revolution. The nun, while reeling off
her piayers; had a paper in front, of
her, which she appeared to be reading,
Said Miss Bacheler: “ When T asked
a man what she was praying, he said
her prayers were being offered for the
world in general—for everybody. ¢‘Does
she include us?’ Iaked. ¢Ob, yes,
he answered.” Shelves were attached
to the walls,.and on these were placed
other praying machines, in the form of
smaller wheels turned by hand, to
which many prayers were affixed, A
young Lima made his appearance,
and unlocking a big red door opening
into the inner temple, motioned them
But such were the vile smells and
the suffocating air, that only Miss
Bacheler persevered in surveying this
heathen ‘sanctum. Its walls were
covered with huge, ungaialy, hideous
paintings of thieir different deities. A
large glars case of brass idols confronted

went to'wotk nobly. She treated the
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ors, There were also pigeon-holm—" on
the left, but many of them were

empty, perhaps held in reserve for the
petitions of future devotees of the
temple,

In what blackness of darkness must
souls be enshrined who have such views
of acceptable prayer l—Missionary
Helper,

—o @ —
Brevities.

Tuere are 60,000 Jows in Now
York, and not one of them is engaged
in liquor selling.

Tugre are said to be 30,000 pledged
children in tho juvenile temperance
schools in Mussachusetts.

Tur Hanson Place Methodist Sun-
day-school, Now York, gave $2,275.41
in its regular missionary collections
for the past year.

Tur Prussian Bible Society, during
its ten years' history, bas distributed
1,283,254 Bibles and $23,597 New
Testaments,

A GENTLEMAN who had besn bitten
by & dog was asked, “Do you supnose
the aniwml was mad?” ¢ Mad. What
right had he to be mad? He wasn't
half as mad as [ was,”

Dealer ; “ Would you like to have
a French clock?” ~ AMry. Mulecahy :
¢ No, indade, I don’t want none av yer
Frinch clocks. It's a clock that I can
understand when it stroiks that I
want; 80 I do.”

T8 very sage advice wes given by
an aged priest: “ Always treat an in.
anlt like mud from a passing vehicle.
Never brush it off until it is dry.”

A TEACHER in one of the smallest
district schools in the smallest State in
the Union once proved that it may be
embarrassing to use one's own self as
an illustration, She was hearing a
class in spelling and defining words.
The word ¢ orphan ” had been coirectly
spelled, but none of the class seemed
to know its meaning. After asking
one or two of them she said, encour-
agingly : * Now, try again. I am an
orphan. Now, can’t some of you
guess what it means?” The blauk
look on their faces remained, until one
of the duller scholars raised his hand,
and said with no intention of being
saucy, “It's some one who want's to
get married, and can't.”

A pRrIsoN chaplain was recently ap-
pointed in a certain town in Scofland.
He was a man who greatly magnified
bis office, and, on entering one of the
cells on the first round of inspection,
be, with much pomposity, thus ad-
dressed the prisoner who occupied it :
“ Well, sir, do yox know who I am?”
¢ No, nor I dinna care!” was the non
chalant reply ; but the criminal seemed
to be repentant a few minutes after-
ward, and added, conciliatory : « Well,
I bae heard o’ ye before.”  And what
did you hear?” returned the chaplain,
his curiosity getting the better of his
dignity, ¢« Weel, I heard that the
last two kirks yo war in ye preached
them baith empty ; but ye'll no find it
such an easy matter to do the same
wi’ this ane.” ’

A WELL-APPEARING business inan the
other day stole & trunk in Boston and

then gave himself up to the police. In

the court he begged to be sent for
three years to the State prison in order -
that he might bs out of the reach of

her.  On its right were numerous
pigeon-holes filled with boxes of pray-

liquor, which had wrought the ruin of -
his life, 't
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LESSON NOTES.
FOURTH QUARTER.

THRKE MONTHS WITH SOLOMON AND THE
BUURS UF WISDUM,
LESSON IX.
Trer Wisbou,

B.C. 1000.] [Nov. 30.

Prov, 8. 1-17. Commil to mem. vs. 10, 11.
GoLpgx Texr,

I love them that love moj; and those that
seck me carly shall find me.—Prov. 8. 17.

CextrAL TRUTH,

“Wisdom is the principal thing, there-
fore get wisdom.”

DaiLy ReApiNes.
M, Prov.S. 1175, Th. Prov. 16.1 33.

7. Job98. 1228,  F. Ps 139. 1.24,
W, Prov, 9. 112, Sa. Prov. 22, 129,

Su. John 1. 1 M4,

Book or Proverns, —See Less, 8.
Tive —Written about 1000 B C.

AUTHuh. —Svlomon, King of Isracl, the
wisest man on carth ; in his middle age.

InTropt cTion. —This passage is intended
as a contrast tu the wall of sin 1n presious
chapters, \Wisdom s either a persvnihca.
tion of a Ihivine attribute, or the same
Person, who, in the first chapter of St.
John's (iospcl, is called The Word, that is,
Christ. We may safely take 1t for either,
and heed its call,

Heues oveEkr Haro Praces.—1, Juth not
wisdom cry r—A form of expression, eapect-
ing an answer, an emphatic yes. 2 Tup of
high places—High-lymng parts of the caty,
where she cannot fail to be seen or heard.
3. 4t the gates—The gates of walled uties in
the East are places of public concourse. 4.
Suns of man—The whole Auman race. 3,
S.mpie—Who are easuy influenced, or who
lack goodness. 6. Ercellent—Princely. 7.
Truth—Facts as they are. §. Forwar’—
Here means deceitful. 8. Perverse—Obstin.
ate, in the wrong. 10. .{nd nof{—Rather
than. Chowee yold—Gold without alloy. 12
Prudence—Tact or sagacity. Find out now-
tedye of witly inventions—Rather wise coun-
sels, the wise measures for daily practical
life. The truest cvery-day wisdom comes
from heavenly wisdom. 13. KEvil—Sin,
Arrogancy—Haughty disdain of others.
Pride—Self-exaltation,  Frowerd mowuth—
talse doctrines of bad advice. 14, Counsel
—Good judgment. Sound wisdvmn—Liter
ally means essence of wisdom. 15. 19,
Kinys, princes, nobles, judyes—Lvery possible
class of rulers receive their wisdom from
God. 17, Early —In youth, or diligently.

Svmigers ror Srecial Rerorts.—Bible
descriptions of wisdom, — What does wisdom
prumisc*—When is wisdowm specially needed?
—Conditions made by wisdom. Promises
to the young. —Reasons why we should seeh
wisdom.—Docs religion add to mental
power ?—Science, a voice of God.— History,
u voice of God.

QUESTIONS.

Introvterory,—10 what is this lesson a
contrast?! \Who may be here meant by
Wisdom? Of what may wisdom be a per-
sonification? Can it be bot :?

Sumsrer: Trur Wispos.

1. True Wispom Urcen o¥ Every Sourn
(vs. 1-5).-——What questions are asked in the
first verse? To whom are they addressed?
What answer is expected?  Why does
Wisdom need a loud voice? Mention some
of Wisdom'’s voices. How does God speak
through Nuture? (Ps. 104. 24.) tow
through the Bible ? (2 Tim. 3. 15.) How in
History? (Ps. 107. 43.) How by con-
science® (Rom. 2. 15.) How in the person
of Jesus Christ? (1 Cor. 1. 17-24; Eph. 3.
10.) Has any one ever tried to hide from
God? (Gen. 3. 8; Jonah 1. 3; Matt. 25,
23.) With what result? (Ps. 139, 7-12.)
In what places does Wisdom call? (vs. 2,
3.) Why is her advice needed where paths
divide? \Why at the gates of the city?
To whom does Wisdom call? (v. 4; see Ps.
49. 1,2) How is it expressed in the last
call in the Bible? (Rev. 22.17.) Who are
capecially mentioned? (v. 5.) What are
people without fixed religious principles
called ? Those who are going wrong? Why?

II. Wispox's OFFERS SHOULD BE Ac-
CEPTED (v8. 6.16).—How many reasons are
given in these verses why we should scek
wisdom? What is the subject of wisdom's
teaching? ‘Three characteristics o21¢? Im-
portance of each? What is never found

there? (va. 7 and 8.) Why is there no
craftiness in Wisdom? No obstinacy? What
does Wisdom hate? (see too, 6. 16-19.)
Why should she specially detest these sins?
What is the value of wisdom, compared
with wealth? For what 1s it profitable?
(3. 141751 Tim. 4. 8.) Wisdom's relation
to prudence? To tact? To business ca;?-
city? 'To good sense? ‘To power? To
honour ? What does our Lord say of all
earthly good? (Matt. 6. 33.)

IIT. Wisnos Must BE SoucGHT (V. 17).—
Who is loved by \Wisdom? How is her
love gained? How must she be sought?
What promise to those who thus seck?
Mention other promises to the young. Other
promises to those who seek heartily.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS,

1. True wisdom begins with the fear of
the Lord,

2, Jesus Christ is the source of true
wisdom.

3. The ways of wisdom are open to all.

4. Wisdom calls us by the Bible, by con
science, by the Holy Spirit, by our needs,
by Providence.

5. True heavenly wisdom is the source of
the wisest judgnients as to every day aflairs.

6. Iy ory possible reason impels us to seck
wisdom, (11 value, {2) it is right, (3) it is
true, 147 it hates evil, (5) it is easy to be
understood, (6) it gives tact and prudence,
(7) it is humble, (8) it is the source of suc
cess nnd power,

Review LXERCISE.  (For the whole School
in concert.)

7. To whomn dues wisdom call?  Axs. To
allmen. 8. How docs she call? Ans. By
God's Word, by conscience, by the Holy
spint, by our need of wisdom. 9. Why
should we answer her call? Axs. Because
true wisdom gives all that 1s best for this hfe
and the next. 10. \Where may we tind
wisdom ? Ans. In Jesus Christ. 11, When
should we begin to seek wisdom? (Repeat
the Golden Text.)

LESSON X.
DRUNKENNESS,
Prov, 23. 29 35. Commatto mem. vs, 29 32,

GoLpeN TexTt.
Be not among wine bibbers.—Prov. 23. 20.

CexTRAL TRUTH.

The only safety against intemperance is
to ““ touch not, taste not, handle not.”

Dainy Reavixes,

M. Prov. 23, 1.35. Th. Prov. 20. 1-30.

7. 1Isa. 5. 1.25, F. Dan. ). 1.2],

W, 1Cor. 3. 9-17. Sa. Prov, 24. 1.34,
Su. Rom, (, 2.13.

IsTrRoLUCTION. —In this chapter, at the
15th verse, begins a series of precepts and
advice, u8 of & wise and luving father to his
son just entering upon life. " Having secen
many young men ruined by intemperance,
he lays especial emphasis on this point.

Heres overR HarDp Praces.—29. Who
hath woc? He begins with a series of ques.
tivns to set vut more vividly the sad state
of the intemperate man. Sorrow—Is the
natural fruit of intemperance, which breeds
poverty, sickness, dishonour, , Contentions
—Strong drink makes people quarrelsome,
The majority of brawls are connected with
drink. Babbling—Foolish talking. Wounds
without causc— Without any good reason, on
account of his quarrelsome disposition. 30.
Mired 1wine—Spiced, mingled with alcohol ;
very intoxicating. 31. Look not—Donot go
where wine is, or into drinking company.
When it queeth its colour—\When it aeems ~.
attractive anc. innocent. 32 A¢ the last it
biteth like a serpent—It is more painful and
deadly. 3. As he that lieth doun in the
midst of the sca—Asleep on & vessel in the
storm, and unconscious of his danger, Onea
mast—An unsteady place, whence he is
almost certain to fall. The drinker does
not believe he is in danger, even when most
in danger. 35. They have stricken me, ete—
All their warmngs and punishments are in

vain.
QUESTIONS.

INTRODUCTORY.-—To whom are thess warn.
ings addressed? (v. 14.) Is there specinl
need of them in our day?

St sr: Cause axp Errecrs or
INTEMPERANCE.

1. Tux Errrcrs or INTEMPERANCE (v. 29).
Are any habits kept from God's know-

B.C. —.]) {Dec. 7.

ledgo? (Job 34. 21; Heb. 4. 13; Gen. 16.
13.) Arethey commonly secrets from our

neighbours? Describe an intemperate man
in Solotnon’s words, \Why is the description
in tho form of questions? In what sense is
¢t woea” used? What does babbling mean ?
Wounds without cause? Why is that man

culiarly liable to distress and perplexity ?
To quarrels? To silly speeches? To acci-
dents To redness of cyes? Do the conse-
(&l‘lencoa affect others besides himself? If
there were no intemperance, would life be
mioro or less secure? Would there bo more
or less poverty?! Give a reason for your
opinion. Is babbling a sin? (Matt. 12, 36.)
\Why is it wicked to risk life or health need
lessf ? (Ex. 20. 13; 1 Cor. 3. 16-17.) Name
all the ovils of intemperance you can think
of, (1) To the drinker. (2) T'o society.

II. Tug Cursk Has A Cavsk (vs. 30, 31),
—What is the cause of these miscries? What
do we here learn of the harmlessness of
wine? To what does mixed wine correspond?
Is drunkenness positively forbidden by God?
(Eph. 5. 18.) 1lathere any different law for
tho*s who are sure that liquor cannot hurt
themy tIsa. 5. 22,) Why do people drink
wine and whiskey and beer ? How do their
excuses compare with Eve's? (Gen. 3. 6.)
Point out four downward steps. (vs. 20, 30,
3l.) To what will dissipated associates
naturally lead? (See also Luke 21. 34.)
What follows moderate drinking? What,
wine drinking at banguets? At what period
of life are the first steps taken? Whatf we
are urged to drink ? (Prov. 1. 10.)

IIL. I Ruins THE Soun (vs. 32.35).—To
whr was the attraction and the danger of
wiue likened? The effects of the poison
on mind and heart? (vs. 33, 31.) What
clause describes the horrible fancies of deli.
rium tremens? What, the drunkard’s unrea-
sonableness? His lack of judgment? His
unwillingness to receive advice? His weak-
nees of will? What do his blasphemous
words indicate ? (Matt, 12, 34.) What, his
inability to reform? What is the end of it?
(1 Cor. 6.10.) Aro we in any way respon-
sible for him? (Rom. 14, 21 Hab. 2. 15.)
What is our safeguard ngainst a drunkard’s
fate? (vs. 20 nnﬁ 31.) Name other helps
to a temperate life,

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS,

1. Tue EviLs or INTEMPERANCE.—(1) It
injures the body ; (2) it ruins the soul ; (3)
it disables the mind ; (4) it unfits for daily-
life; (5) it brings poverty ; (6) it leads into
bad company; (7) it injures family and
friends ; (8) it is opposed to religion and
morality ; (9) it tempts others; (10) it leads
to crime. -

2. Tuer CORE oF INTEMPRRANCE.—(1)
Don't begin; (2) touch not, taste not, handle
not ; (3) keep away from drinking places;
(4) keep away from drinking companions ;-
(5) sign the pledge; (6) use all helps of
religion and prayer; (7) work for temper--
ance and religion; (8) keep in good com-
pany; (9) make yourself familiar with the
reasons for temperance; (10) prohibitory.
laws; (11) a temperance atmosphere ; (12)
be a true Christian, and give your body and.
soul to Christ.

Rrvizw Exxroise, (For the whole School
» in concert.) -

12. 'What are the evils of intemperance?
(Repeat Pract. Sug. 1.) 13. What is the
cure of intemperance ? (Repeat Pract. Sug.

Tae Des Moines, Iowa, Register
8sys: * During the first week of pro-
hibition the sales at one meat-market-
in Fort Madison were just double what
they had been in any previous week,
and the increased patroasge came from
the men who had been the regular
patrons of the saloon.”

IN & railroad car on the Pittsburgh
and Lake Erie Railroad the seats were
all full, except one, which was occupied
by a pleasant-looking Irishman from
Wampun, and at Beaver a couple of
evidently wellbred and intelligent
young ladies came in to procure seats.
Sesing none vacant, they were about
going into the next car, when Patrick
avose hastily and offered them his seat
with evident pleasure. ¢ But you will
have nc seat for yourself,” vesponded-
one of the young ladies, with a smile,
hesitating with true politeneas to accept
it. “Niver mind that!” said the
gallant Hibernian, “1’d ride upon a

cow-catcher to New York for a smile
from such gintlemanly ladies.” ’
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France, By J. 1. Boswell, M.S.
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. Plant Life. By Mrs, V. C. Phabus,
Words. By Mrs. V. C. Phabus.
. Readings from Oliver Goldsmith.
. Artin Greece. Part 1,
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