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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

OF THE LOWER PROVINCES.

NOVEMBER, 1874,

ADJOURNED MEETING OF SYNOD.

When the Synod closed its meetings at
Halitax last July, an adjourncd meeting
was agreed upon, to be held at New Glas-
gow on the 21st October. It will be re-
membered that the Basis of Union and the
Resolutions accompanying it were approv-
ed by our Synod in July; but it was
necessary to submit the question to Presby-
teries and Sessions in terms of the Barrier
Act. The adjourned meeting was held in
order to receive the returns to the remit of
Synod on Union, and to take whatever
additional steps might be necessary. It
was also agreed that ordinary business
might be transacted. The Synod of the
Sister Church met at the same time, at the
same place, and it was desired that every
step in advance should be taken pari passu
by both bodies.

The Synocd met sccordingly, in James
Church, New Glasgow, at 10 o’clock, on
Weduoesday, the 21st October.  Rev. P. G.
MacGregor preached a meost appropriate
and effective sermon, which will be printed
(by the request of Synod) in our next
issue. The changes in the Roll since July
were but fow. The attendance was large,
there being 83 ministers and 51 elders
present. The Synod continued in Session
till ¥Friday the 23rd. Several matters of
minor importance were attended to, and
the decisions in these cases, will in due
course be published in the Minutes. We
have room only to notice, at length, the
action taking respecting Union.

From the Reports of Preshyteries, Ses-

sions and Congregations, it appeared that
9 Presbyteries, 107 Sessions and 107 Con-
gregations had reported in favor of Union,
and that no Presbytery, Session or Con-
gregation had reported dircctly in opposi-
tion to the remit; though three Sessions
and Congregations hed taken exception to
one or two of the resolutions, and one had
recommended delay.

It was then moved by the Rev. Dr.
Waters, and seconded by the Rev. Geo.
Christie,~—

‘“That the Synod finding that all the
Presbyteries of the Presbyterian Church of
the Lower Provinces, with the exception of
one not yet heard from, have reported in
terms of the Barrier Act in favor of Union
with the Canada Presbyterian Church, the
Presbyterian Church of Caneds in connec-
tion with the Church of Scotland, and the
Presbyterian  Church of the Matitime
Provinces in connectionr with the Church
of Scotland, and that 107 congregations
and 107 sessions have also reported in
favor of said Union, desires to express its
gratitude to God, for the unanimity and
harmony which have prevailed, and the
happy issue which has been veached: and
the Synod is accordingly prepared to take
what further steps may be necessary in
order to am earg,;e consummation of
the Union with other megotiating
Churches.”

When this Resclation wes unanimously
adopted, the Synod engaged in a Prayer of
Thanksgiving, led by Rev. Dr. McCulloch.
A depatation was then sent to the Chureh
of Scotland Synod to inform them of the
action thus taken. Subsequently, a depu-
tation from the Sister Synod addressed our
Synod, and stated that the resolution in
favour of procoeding with the Union had
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been adopted by them by a vote of twenty-
sixz to seven,

A Conference of the two Synods was
held on Friday morning which lasted near-
ly an hour and-a-half. It was decply
solemn and impressive,~long to be re-
membered with delight.  Praises were
sung, prayers offered, and appropriate re-
solutions adopted, expressing gratitude to
God for the prevailing unanimiiy, and
pledging a higher and more thorough
consceration to the service of Christ. The
two Moderators, Messrs. Duncan and Me-
Guegor, presided. The two Clerks,
Messrs. McMillan and Falconer, acted as
Secretaries. The two Synods seemed to
be perfectly fused into one in the genial
warmth of brotherly love. The prevalent
feeling appeared to be one of regretful
wonder,—“ How could we stand aloof so |
long!”

The Resolutions adopted with devout
enthusiasm, and perfect unanimity were as
follows :—

“I. That this Conference place on
record their sense of their gratitude to the
Great Head of the Church for having eon-
ducted both Synods to such & point in the
pathway towards Union, as that this happy
meeting should be possible, and should
hsve taken place as it has done this day.

“2. That this Conference at this its
first meeting desires to publicly to express
ab.olute allegiance to the rd Jesus
Christ, and to pledge itself unreservedly to
his service.”

It is expected that a meeting of the four
Negotiating Churches will be held next
Summer, either in Montreal or Toronto, to
consummate the Union. Let us pray that
1o obstacle may yet arise to obstruct the
movement : let is speak, think, feel, and
act in such a way as will aid the glorious
aim our churches have in view.

The deputation from the Sister Synod
anuounced to ours that Rev. Allan Pollok,
late of New Glasgow, had been unanimous-
ly chosen by the Synod to occupy a chair
in our Theological Hall at Halifax. Itis
hopegl that Mr. Pollok will :e able to
undertake the highly responsise office to
which he has been called, with little or no
delay. -

An Appeal against the action of the
Cape Breton Presbytery in reference to

Sydney Congregttion occapicd a consider-
able proportion of the time of Synod. It
was decided “to sustain the Protest and
Appeal, and reverse the action of the
Presbytery in so far as the petitioners are
eensured thereby.” A petition eonnected
with the same case was referred to the
Presbytery the following assessors to be
associated with them; Revds. W. Duff,
Dr. Bayne, A. McL. Sinclair, John Mac-
Kinnon.

A petition from Amherst was read,
signed by 27 persons, asking for supply of
preaching from this Synod in concert with
the Sister Synod. The petition was
referred to the Home Mission Board with
instructions to take action in concert with
the Board of the other Synod.

A slight change in the rates was propos-
ed by the Committee on the Insurance of
Churches, and stating that they had agreed
to form a Guarantee Fund to provide
against any loss that might occur before
the Fund should be large enough to.mecet
the same. The proposed change was ap-
proved and the thanks of the Synod tender-
ed to the persons who had so kindly agreed
to give their guarantee in view of possible
loss.

At the request of the Supplementing
Committee the Synod instructed Congre-
gations to send in their contributions to
this Fund, as far as possible, before the
15th December next.

As it is expected that the Synod will
meet next year in one of the Upper
Provinces, special liberality will be requir-
ed in making coatributions to the Synod
Fund.

PNy a
i T

FORWARD IS THE WORD.

An eminent Methodist minister, Rev.
Dr. Eddy, who died on the 4th October,
had devoted his life to preaching the
Gospel and promoting Missions to the
Heathen. His death-bed was one of the
most gloriously triumphant en record.
For more than an hour of the last night of
his Ife, he uninterruptedly spoke of the
great needs of the church, and the imper-
tive demands on Christians to take
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advanced ground. Some of his emphatic
expressions were : “ Forward is the Word
—no falling back : we must take the world
for Christ. Say so to our people. God
calls us louder than thunder on the dome
of the sky; the Lord strikes the hour; we
must throw down our gold in the presence
of God.”

This was said by a good and trne man
who knew that he had only an hour or two
to live on carth. It is thus that the dying
saint looks upon a dying world. Here is
an impressive lesson for us. Surcly now
if ever, * Forward is the Word > for the
Presbyterian  Ghurch—forward in every
good work. God strikes the hour for us
as He never souunded it before. He calls
ug aloud to do more for the dying Heathen
—to do more for the desolations of our
owan land--to do motre as ministers and peo-
ple, whose work-day is short and passing
swiftly away. O God give us eyes te see
and minds to understand our opportunities,
and grace to make good use of them !

A
THE HARVEST-

Blessed be God, the bountiful Giver of
all good, for the plenteous harvest which
He has given to reward the husbandman’s
toil. From the far East and the farthest

West come the same glad-tidings of abund- |

ance on every hand. Lands that lately
pined in the tortures of famine are now re-
joicing over fulness of bread. A few—a
very few—spots are suffering through some
local calamity; but their wants can be
abundantly supplied by the haud of charity.
Truly, God has not left Himself without a
witness in given His creatures & most fruit-
ful season.

Our own happy Provinces share richly
in the general bouuty. Neither the farmer
nor the fisherman has toiled in vain.
Ficlds and orchards, forests and seas have
yielded their spoil to the hand of industry.

See too what beauty, what loveliness,
has mingled with all our blessings! Not
to speak of the flowers, and of the golden
umbrage of our forests,—what wealth of
unspeakable splendonr isin our antumnal
mornings and evenings,—days ana nights!

This season scemed to be exceptionally
beautiful,—its skies so fair and serene, and
its winds so soft and gentle : the violence
of destructive storms being far off.

The harvest is gathered now: the flow-
ers have faded ; the leaves have fallen; the
air is filled with the wailings of chilling
winds and sad with the sobbings of late
autumnal rains. There is beauty still—
beauty, such as lingers on the pale faces of
tho dead when we bid their unheeding
forms our last farewells ;—enough of beauty
and of life to give us hope of the glories of
enother summoer.

Such is life. Of how many must it be
said, the harvest i, past, and the summer
is ended and they are not saved. Reader,
what is your harvest like? Have you
sown in spring, watered in summer,
garnered abuadantly in harvest? Have
vour ficlds preached their rich parables to
you trom day-to-day ? What do they now
say to you ?

We need not write in detail of the rich
lessons of the season. The fields which
the Lord has blessed, are now bharren and
cold ; but what they yiclded is carefully
and gratefully treasured for the dark and
trying days of winter. The fields where
no sewer went out to sow are bare too, but
they have yiclded nothing to. enrich the
farmer’s barn aund stere houses. As men
sowed, so did they reap. He who sowed
sparingly has reaped also sparingly: he
who sowed abundantly has won an abund-
ant harvest.

As in the material world so in the spirit-
ual. God is the great Husbandman: we
are His husbandry. And the question
now, when God has so richly blessed us in
things temporal and spiritual, is, what
shall we @o for Ilim? How shall
we show forth our love and gratitude?
He give us plenty in order to test
us. Prosperity is often a severer test
of character than adversity. Let it be
uoted that taking the country as & whole,
we are being tried now by prosperity.
Reader, how do you stand that trial * Is
your harvest that of the barren fig-tree, or
the rocky field, or the trodden way-side ?
God forbid !
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The passing and returning secasons with .

thoir many variations are God’s witness to
an unbelieving world ; also God's rich gift
to His own children. Let us then not for-
get the special obligations under which we
rest as the objects of His special fmhcrly
bounty. The God of Providence is the
God of our salvation.

God’s people in the olden time had their
great and joyful feasts to express their
sense of obligation to their Maker and
Benefactor. They came with abundance
of thaunk-offeringseto lay before the Lord.
Sarcly we are not less bound than His
ancient people to be grateful to Him,
and to give tangible expression to our
gratitade,

Let the inquiry of each be, Lord what
will thou have me to do? How can I help
on Thy cause and Kingdom in the world %
How can I show my love to Him who
loved we and gave Himselt for me, and
who as the benign Dispenser of all good,
has given to us ample means for showing
our gratitude to His holy name.

The vast harvest of the moral world
is white for the sickle; there is need for
labourers to be thrust forth. In our own
country, the harvest is white, over-ripe:
more labour, more labourers are urgently
required. How can you and I hasten the
ingathering of the harvest? How shall we
return with our burden of golden sheaves
at the close of our harvest? Our timeis
short. Our opportunities are hastening
away as an eagle hasteth to the prey.
Now is our time. Whatever our hands
find to do or to give must be done, must
be given, with glad alacrity. The Lordof
the harvest expects shis dues, and grateful
hearts are ever ready to avail themselves
of every avenue by which they can gnve
expression to their thanks.

As news come to us now of rich material
harvests in all lands, how joyful if we could
but hear similar tidings of spiritnal growth
and ripening and ingathering! God has
promised ; let us plead His faithful word.

SR
o v

DOMINION CONFERENGE,

On the first day of October thero assem-
bled in Montreal a Conference of the
Branches of the Evangelical Alliance in
the Dominion. Delegates were present
from four Provinces of the Dominion, and
from the United States and Great Britain,
From the United States w2 had four dis-
guished men, Drs. Iall, Schaff, McCosh
and Dabney. From England we had Dr.
Donald Fraser, Earl Cavan, Rev. H.
Varley, and General Burroughs. From
Scotland we had Rev. Dr. Black. It was
deeply regrotced that the lateness of the
season prevented any approach to a fair re-
presentazion of the “* Old Country; ” still
we woere highly favoured. Dr. Fraser i3 a
man of warm heart, vivid imagination, clear
head, and ready tongue. Mr. Varley is a
very powerful preacher of the gospel. Earl
Cavan and General Burroughs are men of
prayer and of no mean ability. Dr. Black
spoke much and well of the remarkable
religious awakening in Scotland.

The themes treated at the Conference
were classed as follows: 1. Christian
Union, and allied topics ; 2. The Church’s
work and worship, and allied topics ; 8
Romanism in its relation to Christianity,
and allied topics ; 5. Science, Philosophy
and Literature in relation to Christianity.
Under these heads we were favoured with
able papers and addresses. Dr. John Hall
spoke of the “Prescnt demands on the
Pulpit—unjust and just.” He insisted
that the grand duty of the ministry is to
lead men to be reconciled to God. Dr,
Philip Schaff delivered a noble address,
showing the doctrinal unity of the Evange-
lical Churches. Dr. Dabney, of Virginia,
read a very thoughtful paper showing that
theexistence of distinct denominations was
not a breach of the Unity of the Catholic
Chureh. Dr. R. F. Burns gave a glowing
sketch of the principles and work of the
Evangelical Alliance. Dr. Bliss, a vener-
ble Syrian Missionary, gave vivid sketches
of God’s work in Bible Lands.

Rev. G. M. Grant read a brilliant paper
on * The Church of Canada—can such a
thing be?” After reviewing the history of
the Church and arguing powerfully for
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greater union, Mr. Grant concluded with a
powerful appeal in favour of tolerance,
forbearance, Christ-like charity and true
unity. Professor Macknight read a clear
and cogent essay on the henefits and evils
arising from Confessions. Rev. John
Lathern, Halifax, read a very pleasing
paper on Hymns as a bond of Christian
Union. Rev. George Patterson read a
paper on the teaching of our Lord, regard-
ing the Sabbath, and its bearing on Chris-
tian work. Mr. Patterson, after showing
the nature of our Lord’s teaching, and the
need of such teaching in the present day,
concluded as follows :—

Let the Church, then, only lay hold of
the full import of our Lord’s teachiug, and
carry it out carnestly in her practive, and
we believe that she will have taken the
fivst step toward the triumph, of the Gospel
over the evils of modern society. Let her
adopt the necessary organization as God’s
great charitable institntion. Let her have
proper ofticers for each department of
work, but let her bring out the latent and
diversified talents cxisting in the Church,
cmploying cach in its appropriate ministry.
As she insists upon her members, accord-
ing to the Saviour’s example, giving a por-
tion of the Lord’s Day to attendance upon
the public assembly, let her also insist that
each, according to his circumstances, follow
his example in going about doing good on
thas day, by secking the suffering in alleys
and atties, on our streets and wharves, in
the hospital and prison house—in short,
according to our Saviour’s enumeration,
wherever hunger, thirst, exile, nakedness,
sickness or captivity are to be found. Aund
cre long the Church would appear as a
new power in the world, and rececive a
blessing, unul there should not be room
enough to receive.

Were the thousands of our church mem-
bers, instead of contenting thumselves on
the Sabbath with one or two religious ser-
vices, it may Dbe conducted in a style to
aford a refined sensuous pleasure, enjoying
delicions strains of music and the words of
one that hath a pleasant voice and can
play well on an instrument, and, perhaps,
spending the rest of the day in idleness,
vanity or pleasure—were they, we say, to
give a portion of the day, even oue hour,
systematically to ministrations of merey ;
were they found in the homes of the poor,
speaking words of sympathy and brother-
hood, but words translated into deeds of
love, gently ministering refreshment to the
suffering on his lonely pallet, where even a
cup of cold water may afford refreshment
“sweeter than nectarcan juices draimed in

hours of pleasure,” pouring oil and wine
into hearts wounded by intcinperance—in
a word, seeking to relieve all those forms
of misery which now swarm under the very
eaves of our Christion temple—were the
members of the Church generally to be
thus employed, it would afford a testimony
to the truth of our holy religion more im-
pressive than all the apologies and defences
that ever were written. It would so illas-
trate that “pure religion,” properly wor-
ship—ceremonial observance—** and unde-
filed before God and the Father is to visit
the fatherless and the widow in their
aflliction,” that men would take knowledge
of us that wo have been with Jesus. Soon
the desolate waste of Christendom would
Dblossom as the rose, and a blessing seven-
fold be returned into the bosom of those
so employed, and upon the Church at
large.

Their worship would be truer, purer,
sweeter as the spirit of benevolence to man
mingled with all their offerings to God, and
a new influcuce would pervade their week
day life. Then should Zion arise and
shine, for the glory of God should have
arisen upon her. “Is not this the fast
that I have chosen? To loose the bonds
of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens,
and to let the oppressed go free, and that
ye break every yoke? Is it not to deal
thy bread to the hungry and that thou
bring the poor that arc cast out to thy
house? When thou scest the naked that
thou cover him; and that thou hide not
thyself from thine own flesh ?  Then shall
thy light break forth as the morning, and
thino health shall spring forth speedily ;
and thy rightcousness shall go before thee ;
the glory of the Lord shall be thy reward.”
“If thou turn away thy foot from the Sab-
bath,” it is added, *‘from doing thy plea-
sure on my holy day, and call the Sabbath
a delight, the holy of the Lord honorable:
and shalt honor him, not doing thinec own.
ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor
speaking thine own words ; then shalt thou
delight thyself in the Lord; and I will
cause theo to ride upon the high pluces of
the earth and feed thee with the heritago of
Jacodb thy father—for the mouth of%he
Lord bath- spoken it Then as each’
passes to mect Him in whose steps they
have walked, it would be to hear Him say-
ing, “Enter into the joy of your Lord, for
I was an hungered and ye gave me meat,”
and to enter upon the cternal Sabbatism
remaining for the people of God, whero
they shall enjoy the repose of fini:hed work
in the bliss of festal worship, combined
with the unresting service of the living -
creatures before the throue, [Rev. IV. 8.]

Rev. Dr. Cramp read a -paper on the
duty of teaching the distinctive principles
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of Protestantism.
read a paper on “ Creation and Evolution”
which grappled most successfully with the
popular infidel theorics of the day. It was
clogely reasoned and indicated a thorough
acquaintance with the literature of the
subject,

Numerour other papers of great merit
were read, to deeply interested audiences.
The Conference breathed a spirit of love
and Christian forbearance from its opening
to its close. The Lord’s Supper was cele-
brated on Sunday afternoon in one of the
Presbyterian Churches, and there were
present taking part in the services, not
merely Presbyterians of different shades,
but Lpiscopalians, Methodists and Inde-
pendents.  Nothing occurred from the
opening till the close of the Conference
that was at sll inconsistent with the
objects and the spirits of the gathering.
We were glad to see so many Presbyterians
present ; and we should rejoice were other
churches equally represented. ‘Lhe even-
ing meetings were all of a popula: charae-
ter. At one of these, our Missicnary, Rev.
John Morton, gave a brief account of the
Mission in Trinidad.

We congratulate the Evangelical Alli-
ance upon the success of its first Confer-
ence in the Dominion, and we hope that
this is but the beginning of many such
agsemblies where God’s people of every
name may meet together to consult con-
cerning the interests of His Kingdom.

PG
OUR FOREIGH MISSIONS.

‘We have received an interesting letter
from Rev. Dr. Stecle after his return to

ydgey from the New Hebrides, which

ust be kept till next number. - Mr. An-
nand's communication appears as promised,
thus givirg in this and the preceding num-
bers, pepers from all the New Hebridean
Missionaries.

We must again remind the whole
Church that the time for remitting the
Salaries of our Brethren is nigh, and early
and special exertions will be absolutely ne-
cessary to fulfil our engagements. We
trust that the gravity of the situation will

Rev. James Bennot.

bo dnly considered by the ministers, as
they can most easily move to prompt
action the Missionary Committees or
Sessions it may be, to whom this business
is delegated. Six Hundred and Fifty
Pounds Sterling were voted by the Board
at last meeting, and all bas yet to he re-
ceived. Is there not cause for instant
ctfort 2

P>
SUSTENTATZON FUND

The C.mmittee of Synod having woder
consideration the matter of a Sustentation
Fund, have advised that in the prospect of
early union, uo change in our mode ot
helping fhe weaker congregations to be
made at present; but have recommended
that the supplamenting movement should
be prosecuted with increased energy. This
recommendation was heartily indorsed by
the Synod at its late meeting. Simul-
tancously with our efforts for payment in
advance of the salaries of the Foreign Mis-
sionaries, there maust be a determination
cqually rvesolute to liguidate at the New
Year, our dues to the workmen on our own
soil, to whom the Synod has pledged its
promise of payment. To accomplish this,
the Synod recommends the 15th Decem-
ber as the date when all contributions
should be forwarded.

PG
-HOME HISSIONS-

Our Home Missions field awakens our
anxiety. We have only four Probationers.
They cannot more than half supply our
vacaucies. and as the catechists have all re
turned to complete their theological Edu-
cation, our out-stations are left entirely
destitate of regular supply. Those who
wish to know where these stations are, and
what is their actual condition, may find
some information in our Home Mission
columns. We publish reports from three
of these missionary districts, two in New
Brunswick and one in Digby County, N.
S. These have all been supplied by Stu-
dents of the Presbyterian Church of the
United States, from New York and Prince-
ton Seminaries, and have all proved them-
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selves faithful, carnest, and most success-
ful labourers in the Lord’s vineyard, We
thank them most cordially for thoir ser-
vices.

Every reader will learn, from their re-
ports, how deeply interested they have be-
come in thefields which they have been as-
siduously cultivating for some months,
They ask us, nay they entreat us, not to
leave these little congregations to be utter-
1y neglected for some months to come. Let
their appeal be answered by Preshyteries
and by people; by the former in sending
their own members to visit and encourage
these little bands, and by the latter in
shewing the utmost readiness to spare
their pastors for a season, while they are
preaching to the scattered sheep who have
no shepherd of their own. Neither pastor
nor flock will suffer by such missionary
efforts.

o
THE DAYSPRING.

The following paragraph is from the
Metbourne Rewview for August :—

The collecting cards for the maintenanc:
of the “ Dayspring ”’ are now being issucl.
Let the response be ready and liberal, So
far as concerns the providing of the pur-
chase-money for the vessel, Victoria has
been left far behind. While New South
Wales has raised £600, and New Zealand
no smaller a sum than £1300, Victoria
has contented herself with but £400. We
trust that our congregations will see to it,
that they doall the moie, on that account,
for the maintenance fund. We are bound
by onr own agreement, as & church, to raise
£500 for that fund. What is done must
be done quickly. In consequence of the
previous issue of cards for the purchase, it
has heen deemed advisable not to issue, till
now, those for the muaintenance. Itis of
the utmost importance that all the money
coliecied should be remitted to the treasur-
er not later than the 25th of August.

Qur readers will notice first that the
Paragen is hereafter to be known as “ the
Dayspring,” her name being changed with
the concurrence of the Sydney Board of
Trade.

Secondly, the children’s collecting cards
were returnable by the 25th of August. If
so, it is more than time that ours should
be sent out. They will be issued immedi-

ately, and we trust that our young friends
will send along their contributions as
quickly as possible, for they cannot reach
Sydney much scomer than three months
after they have left our hands,

PSP
THE SYNOD OF CHINA.

Scarcely less inieresting than the proceed-
ing: of our own Synod will prove a short ab-
stract of the last meeting o the SyNop oF
Cimixa. This Synod was held at Chefoo,
commencing ou the 5th August and end
ing on the 14th. It included among its
members missionaries from each of the
Presbyteries which are now organized, in
five of the six coast provinces, and four
delegates from other Presbyterian bodies ;
one from Fukien, the provinces not repre-
sented in the Synod, and another from
Manchuria. Thus the whole missionary
work in China was brought to view on the
flonr of the Synod ; and new plans and new
impulses to labour were no doubt obrained
from the aggregate of the experience
gathered from so wide 2 field.

Inconsequence of the heterogencouschar-
acter of the membership, being made up of
foreign missionaries and native pastors and
elders from different provinces speaking
different dialects, a great deal of translating
was necessary. Hence the transaction of
business was less rapid and lucid than in
bodies where all speak the same language:
and that their mother tongue.

Rev. Dr. Martin, President of the Uni-
versity of Peking, was chosen Moderator.
His familiarity with the Mandarin dialect
of northern China, and also with the dia-
lects of the central provinces Kiang-su, and
Che-Kiaung, qualified him in an eminent de-
gree for performing his duties.

A Manual of Rules of Order for delibe-
rative assemnblies, embracing many new
terms not found in the Chinese language,
was finally passed upon and adopted. It
is believed that this manual will in the
future greatly faciliate the transaction of
business in Church courts. .

The Committes appointed to translated

the standards of the Presbyterian Church,
reported the work nearly finished, and it
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will probably be passed upon and sanction-
ed by the next Synud, which will convene
in 1878. Initiatory steps were taken by the
Synod with a view to securing uniform
commentaries on ali the books of the New
Testament. .

The Committes appointed by the last
Synod to correspond with other Presby-
terian bodies in  China, with reference tv
uniting these Lodies in one Preshyterian
Church, reported that, while all agree as to
the desirableness of securing such a result
as soon as possible, it is the general opinion
that the time for bringing nbout such a
union has not yet arrived.  The cummittee
recommended the formation of a Presby-
terian confederation similar to the owe in-
augurated i India, as the most feasible
step towards sccuring an organic union in
the future. This recommendation was
adopted.

In conneetion with the meetings of the
Srnod, evening conferences were held by
the foreign members and other missionaries
present, which was fall of interest and
profit. These conferences resulted in the ap-
pointment of a committe to propose and se-
cure, if practicable, a conference of all the
missionaries in China,

It was the general opinion that both the
Synod and the conferences more than real-
ized the expectations of those who came to
attend them. :

A tew statistics will show tho present
state of this Synod, and the influence which
it may be expected to exert in the future:
Number of foreign missionaries belong-

ing the Synod.... ...eeiiienns
Native pastors..veveseeeeesssssecnoers 14
LicentiateS...ocveeiiasneas
Candidates for licensure. .......
Number of native churches............ 23
Whole number of church members. ....1,092
Number received during the last year.. 223

= S

LATE SYNODIGAL MEETINGS.

The Synods held at New Glasgow,
Nova Scotia, from the 21st till the 24th ult.,
will, we hope, mark a momentous era in
the history of Preshyterianism in the Sea-
Provinces of our Dominion. Hopefully,
yet anxiously, we looked forward to the
meetings to be held on those days: and
now that they arc past we rejoice with
trembling.  In 'both Synods the chief
matter, looming high above all the rest,
was Union. In our own Synod there was
complete unanimity. It was most impres-
sive to hear from the Clerk’s Table the roll

f Presbyterics, Sessions and Congrega-

tions that gave their unreserved assent and
consent to the Basis and the Resolutions.
There was not throughout the whole
bounds of the Synod one Cungregation or
Session or Minister opposing or objecting
to the Basis, No wonder the Synod burst
into songs of praise and prayers of thanks-
giving. It is the dving of the Lord. Who
would have the courage ten or even five
years ago to anticipate such a consumma-
tion !

In the Sister Synod there was a time of
doubt and trial.  True, the proposed
Union was sanctioned by the Constitution-
al majority, and more. Three fourths of
the DPresbyteries and Congregations hed
approved of it. Yet there was formidable
local opposition. New Brumswick, Prince
Edward Island, Halifax, were of one mind
—unanimous, enthusiastic, for Union.
But Picton Presbytery, or rather a large
majority of the Congregations had assum-
ed an attitude of opposition. Earnestly
and prayerfully the subject was discussul,
and when at last the vote was reached,
twenty-six voted for Union, and only
seven against it. Of the seven, four were
ministers and three elders. It is hopad
and believed that these breshren will be
able to see their way clear to join their
brethren and thus prevent the painful
spectacle of separation.

This Synod took an important practical
step in the direction of coc-operation in
scelecting Rev. Allan Pollok to be a Pro-
fessor in the Theological Hall, Halifax.

The minor matters that occupied some
time in our own Synod are not worthy to
be mentioned alongside of the main sub.
jeet. The Synod is over now, and we
trust that as a token of gratitude to the
great Head of the Church, all His servants,
all His people, will manifest increased
activity and devotion in His service.

Rev. L. G. MacNEILL recently recciv-
ed a call from tho congregation ot Monc-
ton. After much deliberation he declined
the call—under the conviction that his
post of duty is still at Maitland. Ir his
decision the Presbytery of Halifax con-
curred, while they deeply sympathize with
the people of Moncton.
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A cruise in the Mission vessel
among the Islands of the New
Hebrides.

BY THE REV. DR, STEEL.

No. II.

On arriving at Port Resolution in the
Island of Tannag, the Rev. Mr. Robertson,
his wife and child went ashore to the
mission house of the Rev. Thomas Neilson,
but I remeined on board, which I did for
the most part all through the voyage.
‘This accustomed me the more to the vessel,
and prevented the recurrence of the mal de
mer. Next day I found Mr. Robertson
laid up with fever and ague, to which mis-
sionaries are subject on these hot voleanic
islands. I had a walk with Mr. Neilson,
who she ~ed me kind attention, along the
penia ula which encloses Port Resolution,
wnd from one spot saw the islunds of
Auneityum, Fotuna, Aniwa, and Eroman-
ga—all the southern islands of the group.
I visited a sacred spot under a wide-spread-
ing hanyan tree—a natural cathedral. The
people connect all the events of their lives
with sacred observances, and make offer-
ings on their rude altars. We saw a com-

any making their favourite drink, kava.
his is made in 8 very disgusting way by
chewing the roots of the pepper
plant—piper  methysticum.  After ~being
well mixed with saliva, it is placed in
a wooden dish, mixed with water, and
very carefully strained with a piece of the
cloth-like bark of the cocon-nut tree. A
portion was placed in a cup and presented
to the chief first, who sucked it through a
reed. The chewing process is pertormed
by boys ; but the drinking is confined to
men.  This drink is very popular all over
the Pacific. There is an intoxicating
clement in it, but of a stupifying, not ex-
citing kind, when taken to excess, which is
not often done. This plant grows abund-
antly in Tanna, and the drink is daily
made. The same men had a fowl baked
in a paste made of bananas, carefully
covered with leaves of the same. It look
ed very juicy and well cooked. The
Tannese go as nakcl now as when Cap-
tain Cook was in this part exactly ore
hundred years ago. His description of
.sthem then applies to them still. Mr.
Neilson is now quite safe among them, and
is respected, but few come to the worship.
Much mischief has been done in this port,
as in o many other places by white
traders.

Contrary winds detained us several days
and it rained, so that we could not walk
about; but on Saturday afternoon, the
2nd of May, it cleared. T landed with the
captain, and Mr. Neilson took us a very
interesting walk through the trees to a spot

on the shore where the evidences of great
voleanic action were apparent. The rocks
looked as if they had been melted, and had
run like water.  The ripples were marked
on the surface.

On Sabbath morning, at half-past nine,
I attended the native service. There were
about fifty present, thirty men and twenty
women. They sang well, much better
than tho Ancityumese at Mr. Murray’s.
Mr. Neilson called upon a chief to offer
prayer. ‘F'his man was clad in a soldier’s
red coat. He had once been a grent can-
nibal, but had been interested in the Gos-
pel, had been friendly to missionaries formany
years. He saved Mr. Paton’s life in 1862.
He is not, however, yet baptised. Mr.
Neilson preached very fluently, and called
upon me to say a few words, which I did.
I was deeply mnoved to sez svch a company
engage in the service of God. The men
were mostly naked, but a few had shirts.
One of them had s bonnet. Others had
coverings on the head made of the green
leaves of the banana, and one had these
bound by a piece of fishirg net.

An English service was held in Mr.
Neilson’s at eleven o’clock, when the
miesion party, the ship’s company, and a
resident white man assembled. I preached
& discourse of consolation to the bercaved
from John xi. 35— Jesus wept’”” Both
Mr. and Mrs. Neilson had recently lost
their fathers, as well as their own child,
and Mr. Neilson had lost a brother-in-law,
who, as their futhers, was a Presbyterian
minister. Mr. Neilson was to preach on
board in the evening, but as Mrs. Neilson
had an attack of fever, he could not come.
I therefore again officiated, Mr. Robertson
taking the preliminary devotional exercises.

I learned that ‘Tanna is not the native
name of the island. It signifies “ land.”
‘When in 1774 Mr. Forster, who was
naturalists to Captain Cook’s expedition,
inquired the name of the island, perhaps
by pointing to the ground, the natives
said  “ Tanna” They say “ Tanna
Ipara” for their own land; ¢ Tanna
Anecityum,” “ Tanna Immer,” for Aniwa;
and ¢ Tanna Erronan” for Fotuna,

Ou Monday the 4th May we sailed from
Tanna. It was a beautiful day, and as
the wind was light, we went slowly along,
and bad a very good view of Mount Yasur,
thc’volcano. .

¢ By noon a dusky cloud appeared to rise ¢
But blaz’d a beacon through nocturnal skies. *

The sides are covered with lava. A con-
siderable quantity of sulphur is deposited,
and is sometimes exported. The springs
are hot and sulphuric. The wet weather
prevented me from visiting of more closely,
and seeing into the crater.
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We reached Eromanga on Tuesday the
5th, and anchored in Diwon’s Bay, It
was with solemn feelir o that I landed,
and gazed upon the spots where Williams
and Harris were killed in 1839, and where
Mr. and Mrs, G. N. Gordon were killed in
1861, and where Mr. Macnair died in 1871.
The graves of the Gordons and Macnair
are visible as the mouth of the river is en-
tered. Mr. and Mrs. Robertson, who now
occupy this station, had been absent five
months. It was very pleasing to see the
welcome they received from their people,
and the joy which greeted the baby whom
they had not seen betore. Most of the
nativesfaround Dillon’s Bay are Christian.
They had taken great care of Mr. Robert-
san’s house and grounds, and had even im-
proved their appearance.  Service had
been regularly kept up by the Christian
teachers, of whom there are ten in different
stations. The attendance at Dillon’s Bay
averages fifty. Mr. Robertson assembled
abont that number to hear an address from
me. It was very touching to hear them
singing * Navosdan "—Happy day. He
took me a walk up the river. ‘The natives
around us were mostly naked, except the
women, who wore longer skirts than those
on Tamna. The Christian portion are
better clothed. The tide goes up only a
short distance, when the river rushes over
volcanic rocks, and there it is quite fresh.
There ships can get water, and the natives
have a bathing place. The banks on each
side are very high and precipitouns. As
we went we met a native with a musket.
Mr. Robertson asked him to accompany
us, which he did, so that we were well
guarded. Mr. Robertson has got a new
house nearer to the sea, and less exposed
to the malaria. He is not strong, but wiry;
and his wife and he feel quite attached to
their people. When they lost” their first
baby last year, and Mrs. Robertson’s life
was in danger, the natives showed great
sympathy and kindness. Mr. Robertson’s
position scems more secure than any of his
predecessors.

We left Eromanga at nightfall, so that
I did not see much more of the island.
We reached Pango Bay in the island of
Tate, on the afternoon of the sixth, As
the ship’s flag was flying, Mr. Annand was
soon scen coming in his boat, and shortly
after Mr. Mackenzie. These brethren live
not very far from cach other, though they
labour amorng different languages. Mr.
Annand is the first who has scttled among
the people of the islands of Fila and Mel—
a people who have Malay ailinities and
speak a language somewhat akin to those
of Fotuna a:d Aniwa.  The missivn
house is on the small island of Iririki,
where there arce no native inhabitants. Mr.
Aunnand and his devoted wife have been

quite alone on this island all the year. The
natives have seldom come near them. None
would live with them to help in the housc,
Oceasonally they have been hired for
thatching, but for the most part, this young
couple have had all their work to do them.
selves. When I saw them, Mrs. Annand
was recovering from an attack of fever;
and her hushband had to be nurse and cook.
The chief of Fila was, however, beginning
to show more friendly relations, but not
caring for the Gospel. Being so much
apart from the people bLas hindered Mr.
Annand’s acquisition of the langnage,
which is felt to be a great drawback.

The natives of Fila are a bold and stal-
wart race. They are very greedy, aud
difficult to satisfy. The women are the
most shameless of any I have metr.  They
wear their hair very short, have no cover-
ing on their bosoms, and no grass petu-
coats.. All they had on was a calico wrap-
per. The men wear ornaments. The
women paddle canoes and climb up the
ship with yams and bananas for sale.
Polygamy is practised as at the other
islands.

1We met somé of the natives of Pango—
the whole population of which has em-
braced the Gospel. Mr. Mackeunzic had
removed his residence to Erakor, where
the late Rev. D Morrison resided, and as
it is an island, it is healthier. The village
there is Christian. I did not get to his
house on this visit, as the ship was on the
wrong side. The captain and I walked
over the island of Fila. The villages were
larger than those in southern islands.
They are also better furnished. Indeed
people are of a higher type, and if brought
under the Gospel would also take a higher
place. Their huts enter at the sides,
while those in the southern islands are
open at the end. They have curious
wooden drums set up in sacred places in
honour of the dead. These they beatin a
most discordant way at stated times, while
they call upon the spirits of the departed.
They dance avound them in the same
superstitious interest. We observed more
children here than in other places. The
natives reside on the island, but have their
plantations on the mainland of Fate.
Crowds were around our vessel all the time
of our stay.

We left on Triday the 8th, and passed
quickly round to Havannah harbour—a
fine sheet of water.

We arc very sorry to sce the death an-
nounced of Rev. James Nesbit and his
wife who were for many ycars missionaries
among the Crce Indians of the Far West.
Mr. Neshit belonged to the Dresbyterian
Church of Canada.
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Revival in Belfast.

It may be said of Belfast as traly as of
Jerusalem in apostolic times, *“ the whole
city was moved.”  Since Mr. Moody com-
menced his work, people of all grades of
society and of all denominations have been
stirred up as never Lefore, and the mterest
continues unabated. The papers of the
city record the marked features of Mr.
Moody’s work, the great blessings attend-
ing which are scen on every hand. And,
tight here, a most gratifying feature of the
movement is the happy bringing together
of all evange:ical denominations to which
it has given rise. In all the meetings
Presbyterians, Episcopalians, and Metho-
dists are mixed and mingled without dis-
tinction. On one oceasion the Rev. Mr.
Dickson, incumbent of the Mariners’ Epis-
copal Church, being one of the busicst
among the inquirers, and on another the
Rev. L. I1. Deacon, incumnbent of Trinity
Episcopal Church, occupying the pulpit of
Eglinton street Presbyterian Church.

ONE ¢ THE MOST USEFCL ADDRESSES

given by Mr. Moody since his coming was
that delivered at the two o’clock meeting
on Wednesday, on “Bible Reading.” It
was addressed specially to young converts,
but older Clristians could derive many a
useful hint from it. He was very earnest
in urging his hearers to make a constant
practice of studying the Bible. For this
purpose he recommended them to provide
themselves with three books—a Bible,
““not too good to be marked,” Crunden’s
Concordance, and a Scripture Text Book.
Let them not merely read the Bible “ to
ease conscience,” but study it “to get
fo0d,” and mark in it anpthing they met
worth noting. A good plan was to take
up a book and spend say six months upon
it. He recommended = “topical ” Bible
reading, ie., reading up a subject in it.
Let them take the subject of love, for
example, and find out all the Scriptures
bearing on that, and study them “till they
were full of love.” Let them also mect
with other Christians for this purpose and
compare notes. They would wonder what
good they would get from this practice.
Mr. Moody then gave examples of this
topical study, some of which were very
happy. There were, for instance.

“THE SEVEN BLESSI'GS OF REVELA-
ATION,”
viz.,, 1. **Blessed is he that readeth and
they that hear the words of this prophecy.”
2. Blessed is he that keepeth the sayings
of the prophecy of this Book.” 3. ** Bless-
ed are they that do Ilis commandments.”
4. “Blessed is he that watcheth.” 5.
“ Blessed are the dead that die in the

Lord.” 6; “Blessed is he that hath part
in the first resurrection.” 7, ** Blessed are
they who are called to the marriage supper
of the Lamb.”” Then there were the seven
“walks” in Ephesians, the four *little
things” of Proverbs, and so on. The
whole lecture wax 1oplete with instruction,
and was listened to with the most undivid-
ed attention. As to the results up till the
present of the work of the past three weeks,
not only has thero been, as is evident to
all, a wonderful stirring of the whole town,
but many conversions Lave taken place,
We can only mention a few illustrative in-
cidents.

“ LOOKING UNTO JESTS.”

During that week two other young men of
the same congregation were savingly im-
pressed, and on last Sunday morning a
voung girl belonging to the same Church,
and whose heart the Lord had touched,
came into the vestry after service to ask
her minister to give her somie * work to do
for Christ.” In the Sunday-school of
another of the town churches, three young
men appeared last Sunday merning asking
to be received as teachers, saying that they
felt called on now to do something for
their Master. In a third Sunday-school,
when minister entered he found a youth
talking very earnestly with one of the
classes. Inquiring the meaning of this, he
was told that this lad, having had his heart
chavged during the proceding week, had
asked permission from his teacher to speak
a few words to his fellow-scholars, urging
them also to come to Christ. In the same
school a female teacher came to the super-
intendent and resigned her ciass, saying
that such a wonderful change had come
upon them that she felt herself incompetent
to instruct them. Brought thus to a sense
of her own wrong state, she was made
anxious about herself, and By-and-by came
back to teach again, a changed woman.

THREE 80NS OF CLERGYMEN

are among those reported as converted.
Another case is that of a young lady who
found benefit from one of the two o'clock
mectings. Next day <he brought her two
sisters with her, desiring that they too
might share the blessing. They remained
for the inquiry meeting, and both “went
on their way rejoicing ” in amanner which
the minister who hod been conversing with
them says he can never forget, the three
sisters now fecling themselves “one in
Christ.””  Another remarkable case is
that of

AN EXNTIRE ROMAN CATHOLIC FAMILY,

who heard Mr. Moody, we behieve at one
of the open-air meetings, and have left the
Church of Rome. These are some of the
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cases which have cone under our own
notice. There are many such.

The meetings are held in the various
churches of the city, which are freely ten-
dered for the purpose. Especially was the
oue held in Rosemary street Church ot
absorbing interest. Before eight o’cleck
¢very seat was occupied, those *‘who
wanted to be Christians ” having been in-
vited. This was onc of the most deeply
interesting meetings which has yet been
held. Mr. Moody preached from * What
must I do to be saved 2” to a very solemn
and attentive audience. After a few
minutes spent in silent prayer, the Rev. T.
Y. Killen led in prayer; another hymn
was sung, and then Mr. Moody prayed.
The congregation was then dGismissed, and
those who wanted to become Christians
and desired farther instruction were asked
to come into the body of the chureh, which
was

SPEEDILY FILVED.

Many manifested the deepest anxiety.
Some were in great distress. A number;
of young men were drafted off into two of
the adjoining rooms, and addressed by two
ministers. Tho rest were talked to in the
church, and when, at ten o’clock, the meet-
ing was closed, many still lingered about
those who had been speaking to them,
seeking to have their difficulties removed.
"There must have been several hundreds of
these anxious inquirers. The overflow
mecting filled Donegall Square Chureh,
and was addressed by the Revs. G. Shaw,
C. Johnston, and others. A large number
remained for the inquiry meeting.

All this is really but the beginning.
What will be the result of this work to Ire-
land, and not to Ircland alone, the blessed
Master alone knows.

®
PROSPEGT OF REVIVAL.

At the National Congregational Coun-
cil recently held at New Haven, Dr.
Eddy read a paper showing reasons to hope
for a great and immediate cffusion of the
HBoly Spirit. We give the substance of his
statements under the following particu-
lars:

1. There is the clearest evidence that a
multitude of Christian people, in this land,
are just now, like Elijab on Moant Car-
mel, bowed to the earth in mighty suppli-
cation. I happen to know that Christian
women, all over the West have been plead-
ing for many months for a great refresh-
ing. The so-called women’s temperance
meetings have been in the main meetings
for prayer that the Lord will comae and rain

righteousness on all the churches, on all
the people. And there is now a general
expectation in that region of a speedy re-
viving.

2. The spirit of union and fellowship
everywhere apparent is another hopeful
omen. The great love-feast of Christendom
—the late meeting of the Evangelical Alli-
ance in New York—cannot but be regard-
ed asa distinct intimation of the Lord’s
purpose to work speedily and mightily
through His Charch, which is his body—
that is to say, his living instrument for the
salvation of the world.

3. Knowing, as we do, that the Spirit
works in and through the Word, it is en-
couraging to observe that preaching is be-
coming more scriptural, more simple, more
tender, and more effective ; and all this for
the very reason that it is growing less meta-
physital, less argumentative, less dogmatic
and sectarian. It seems clear that God is
better knowr. and better preached now than
in former years; and that the personal,
historical Christ of the gospels, in His
purity, His beauty, His dying love, is pro-
claimed from thousands of pulpits as never
before. Surely, Jesus of Nazareth, thus
lifted up, will speedily draw all men unto
Him.

4. There is & sign of the coming blessing
in the new spirit which is beginning to show
itself in the laity. Consider how many gift-
ed and even educated men, how many ac-
complished women are engaged every Sab-
bath, and not a few on week days as well,
in teaching the word of God. And remem-
ber that the evangelist whose preaching
has stirred all Scotland for the last few
months is a plain, homely layman, whose
sole power is the gospel of Christ. Theve
could not be a more striking demonstration
of reviving life and power in the Church.
Would to God that all the Lord’s people
were prophets !

5. The great work in Scotland, churches
and public” halls filled to everflowing by
crowds eager to hear the simple gospel;
tens of thousands congregated in streets,
fields, cemeteries ; thousands of converts in
Edinburgh and Glasgow ; a multitude of
drunkards reformed; a nation throbbing
with & new life; what shall we think ? Is
not the great revival already began ?

6. Add to this the general feeling, strong-
er now than it has been at any time since
the century opened, that & new era is open-
ing, that vast and wondrous changes are at
hand ; may we not hope, may we not be-
lieve, that God is about to visit his people 2
Is there not a sound of rain ?

7. The consuremation of that mystery of
iniquity, the Papacy, and the culmination
of the anti-Christianism of the age which
boldly defies and challenges not only Jesus
the Christ, but God the Holy Ghost ; these
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organizations of evil and unbelief seem to
challenge the appearance of the Holy
Spirit on the arena with mighty power to
vindicate the truth, by great victories over
its encmies, and a world wide sweep of re-
viving and converting grace.

When we contemplate the nature of
God, as an overflowing ocean of love and
life, of grace and blessing ; when we con-
sider well the fulness, freencss and per-
petuity of that grace of the Spirit with
which the Lord has endowed His Church;
when we call to mind the manifold precious
promises of larger and yet larger effusions
of the Spirit in the latier days ; when we
Iisten to the cry of God’s eleet throughout
the world, “ O Lord, revive thy work !”
when we witness here and there sudden and
marvellous awakenings, and at least, one
national revival; when the enemies of
Christ deny His power, and blaspheme His
Spirit; when we behold the world groan-
ing and travailing, and crying for deliver-
ance, may we not say withoutr arrogating
to ourselves prophetic prescience, ‘ theset
time to favour Zion is at hand ; there not
only ariseth out of the sea a little cloud
like & man’s hand, but there is & sound of
abandance of rain.”

What say our own Churches in New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia?  Our breth-
ren in P. B. Island have enjoved a time of
anprecedented refreshing from on high.
‘We have the same need and the same full
Fountain of Mercy to which we may apply.
Are the sigus noted above, visible to any
g@xtent amongst us?

Tome Hissions,

Report of Mr. Henry N. Hoyt,
Catechist.

To the Presbytery of St. Jokn :

For a delightful summer’s work in =«
pleasant climate, among & kind people, I
am indebted to you ; and Iassure you what-
ever may be the result of my labors, the
good I have reccived to body and mind and
soul, has been more than sufficient to re-
pay all the work. However successful I
may be in life, I do not hope ever to mect
s0 kind and affectionate & people again.

One man—Mr. George Grieve—Dboarded
me nearly the entirc summer, taking the
greatest pains to make me comfortable;
placing a horse and wagon at my disposal,
and not only receiving nothing for this but
paid largely toward mv support. Another
man—Mr. Matthew Piercy—drove me out
cach sunday to Acton, eight iniles away,
and led the singing for me. Everywhere
I was made weleome.

At Magaguadavic, Mr. Wm. Jamieson
took the best care of me at his house, was
at no smull trouble to take me to and from
the cars. Would that there were Jamiesons
in every church—at the beginning of the
summer he attended to the subscription
list, and at the end of the summer to col-
lecting them ; ard by his perseverance col-
lected a sum that for so small a scttlement
and so short a time, is very large.

T have spent eighteen Sabbaths in the
Province—seven at .Magaguadavic, one at
Brockway, and ten have been divided Dbe-
tween Acton and Harvey. I bave preach-
ed thirty-three times on the Sabbath—four
times on week-day evenings, and have held
three temperance meetings, all of which
have been well attended; and the latter
half of the time I have had only crowded
houses.  One Sabbath I exchanged with
Wm. Ross, Catechist, in the Prince
William district, he is doing a good work
in his field, and was everywhere very high-
Iy spoken of. I have had ncither Sunday
schools nor prayer-meetings, partly because
o€ the large ficld I had to work in—partly
because of those alrzady established by Mr.
Johnson. I have received money—

From Magaguadavic............S 38.64

Y BrockWay.e.e seeesesee.. 120
‘o Acton...... tees ceesenan 24.00
¢ HarveY..eo.o. ceseseens o 4918

Total..eeuer.... S113.02

Which = little more than pays the whole
amount due me. These sums are unusu-
ally large for these places. They need
permanent supply, which you will give
them I doubt not at the carliest moment.

1 shall never forget, I shall always pray
for, the people among whom I have spent
very first labors.

Very truly yours,
TYHE!‘QRSY N. Hoyr.

Carleton, N.B., Sept. 22, 1874.

Repert of Mr. F. J. Stanley,
Catechist.

St. W. Carrixe Quaco, N.B,, ;
Anqust 29, 1874,

To the Preshytery of St. John :

By request of Rev. J. C. Burgess—I
hereby make a written report or state-
ment of my summer’s labors among the

cople in this scction.

About three and-a-half months agd, by
the direction of your Clerk, I came to this
place from New York City, for the purpose
of supplying the pulpits at those places—
to wit—Quaco, Black River and Toyne-
mouth Cicek or ““ Cross Roads.”

I made arrangements, and have been
blessed in carrying them out, to hold divine
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services once a fortnight at each place—ex-
eept in  oue instance—that exception,
being on account of extra labor in Quaco,
one Sunday.

This place, Quaco, numbers 2000 to
2200 population, and situated on & beauti-
ful beach of the Bay of Fundy, 30 miles
North East of St. Jobn. Teynemouth
Creck about 10 miles from this place,
South, on the shore. Black River 18
miles, in the same direction.

Upon my arrival, I perceived the desti-
tute condition of the community in re-
gard to Sabbath schools and prayer-meet-
ings, and the general apatby prevailing
among the people concerning the young.
I found one Sunday school here—with 30
or 35 scholars—with no Bible class—two or
three teachers—no system, and well nigh
no life in it

Immediately Ibegan the work of organiz-
ing Schools and Bible classes. At present
we have in this community—Quaco—two
large new Union Sunday Schools, number-
ing 65 and 143 respectively : Two good
Bible classes, and 1 prayer-mecting weekly d
A fine Sunday school library, and nearly
all the appliances essential to the conduct-
ing of said Schools. The old Sunday
school is still at work and has gained much
from the Union International Lesson Sys-
tem we have adopted.

At Black River we have an excellent
Sunday school—where they have had none
for 30 years hefore.

The number of Presbyterian families—
not all members of the church, but adher-
ing to Presbyterianism—in this district of
20 miles would probably reach 24 oy 27.
Then there are quite a number, who do
not profess anything concerning religion ;
but who would doubtless become interested
in their soul’s welfare did they have the
subject presented to them by a true servant
of God. This last named want I have
endeavoured to meet to some extent; but
it requires some one to be here all the time.

To this end—as well as the numerous
other ends—1I would lay an urgent claim
for a minister to be sent here immediately
on my departure about the 10th of Sept.
This is a very important field. The sheep
have been here years without a shepherd—
and they have scattered far and wide
spiritually.

Strong was the Presbyterian body here
25 years ago, from all evidence brought to
light, but without a pastor, or even preach-
ing once a month or once in two months,
they have gone hither and thither as the
winds blew. They 'can be strong again,
I am corfident, if looked after. Many are
the young men and women now standing
with folded hands—and scores of precious
lambs in the community to be trained ¢ in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”

At present—the Baptist denomination
predominates. It is the fervent prayer of
many, that you will duly consider the
claims and requests of these people, and
that God will enable you to devise means
by which the “bread ot life”” may be
broken unto those perishing hungry souls.
At least once in two or three weeks, if
possible, may they have divine services.
And their Sunday schools—now organized
and flourishing, be continued by the minis-
ter being with them.

The people are very liberal—their sub-
scription hists are at youar disposal, by
which you can see they more than fully paid
me my stipend for 1our months, so that
X am not to call on the general treasury
for anything.

It is sincercly hoped, that you will
deliberate faithfully on this subject, for the
people have almost unanimously desired me
to say, that they earnestly wish to havea
supply, if not a regularly stationed minis-
ter, and that they will do all in their
power to support him.

Report of Mr. D. C. Mclntyre,
Cateceist.

To the Secretary of Home Mission Board :

Having been appointed to the Mission
Stations of Bay View aund Bear River,
I began services on the first Sunday in
May. I found the people of both places
very kind and courtcous, ready to take a
stranger in, and make him feel at home.
I boarded at Bar View at the well known
Mission house of Mrs. Wm. Turnbull,
where I received every possible kindness—
and that without expense. The people of
Bay View are always glad and willing to
attend the scrvices of the sanctuary Itis
very encouraging to preach to them the
Word of Life as they listen very
attentively, The people are industrions—
very little drinking. ‘The Sabbath day is
is respected- Very few places in Nova
Scotia where the Sabbath is better kept
than in Bay View. That arises from the
lemt that Presbyterianism was first tanght
then.

Bear River is an ambitious little place.
Manhood is struggling there. Everybody
appears to be making an honest living—
and what can be said of no other village
I saw in Nova Scotia, there are no intoxi-
cating liquors sold—which at once opens
the sceret of their industry and persever-
ance.

Our Methodist Brethren very kindly
gave us their handsome church to hold our
services.  Our numbers in Bear River are
very small, but on the whole the services
were well attended, which made it encour-
aging work.
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The Rev. Mr. Gerdon, of Bridgetown i

and Annapolis, who has a large heart that
can feel for a student—very kindly ex-
changed with me for three Sabbaths. On
the first Sunday of September, he dispensed
the Lord’s Supper at Bay View, which was
a time of refreshing—I was also relieved in
my work by spending 4 Saubbaths a$ Bed-
ford and Fall River.

I preached 13 Sabbaths at Bay View
and Bear River—20 Sabbaths in all in
Nova Scotia, and I hope mv humble efforts
have not been without the divine blessing.

The people of Bear River are anxivus to
build a church for the Lord, and it is to
be hoped every encouragement, not en-
couragement in smooth words, but that the
veal genuine assistance in prayer, and
money will be given them, that they may
be enabled to go on with their good work.

And TIsincerely hope that some arrange-
ment will be contrived, that the Board
will be able to send some supply during
the winter—say once a month—and not
allow the church, the same as last winter,
to remain with bolted doors from Septem-
ber till May, not even once opened to have
an_airing.

In the west Presbyterianism is neglected,
let some new life blood be thrown into it.
There is truth in Presbyterian doctrine to
make it triumph wherever planted and
watered. Because it is founded upon the
Word of God, the infallible rule of faith
and practice.  Wishing and praying for
success in the great work of bringing souls
unto.

I am yours,
D. CaswerL McINTYRE.
New York Union Seminary,
Sept. 28th, 1874, }

Aeafin Aission,
Report of Collecting Tour.

Whilst carrying out the instructions
given me by the Committee, I endeavour-
ed never to lose an opportunity to do good
10 my fellow countrymen, and thanks be
to our heavenly Father, I have been the
means by which a large number have re-
ceived many of those blessed invitations
and heard those precious promises which
are contained in the glorious gospel of ouy
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. French
and Irish Roman Catholics have crowded
the houses in which public discussions were
held, and when fear (judging from appear-
ances) caused a priest to decline a chal-
lenge, and to forbid his people from com-
ing to hear me, the fecling of independence
manifested itself to such an extent that
most of them came, and some of them took

an active part in the discussion. But I
will now confine myself to the work per-
formed among the English population. I
commenced collecting about the middle of
June, and visited a few congregations in
in Truro Presbytery before the meeting of
the Synod. Afterwards I went to . E. I,
and preached and delivered addressses in
all the Presbyterian congregations except
two. Several places I had to visit twice on
account of mis-undérstanding. I then pro-
ceeded to Cape Breton, and the appended
list will give the names of the places visited.
Tam glad to say that my expectations
have even been surpassed in &
pecaniary point of view; but my success
has been still greater in the way of enlist-
ing the sympathy of the people towards
the migsion. If some of the collections
were small, want of intimation and mis.
understandings which were unavoidable
were tho causes. Meetings were generally
largely attended, in most instances Roman
Catholics were present, and the deepest in-
terest has been manifested. The kindness
shown to me was exceedingly great, and I
now take this opportunity to thank most
sincercly all parties concerced. X would
give names, but it would take too much time
and space. A proof of this is that I have
travelled over 700 miles on P. E. 1. with-
out incurring any more expense to the
mission than three or four dollars. Cape
Breton and Nova Scotia have manifested
their kindness in a different way and in &
very tangible manuer.

From the deep interest shown towards
the mission, we Eave every reason to hope
that with the help of God it will succeed.

Ihave now to continue collecting till
the necessary snm be received to complete
the Grand Falls church. Let us pray that
God may open the hearts of his pcople,
and that I may soon return to preach the
glad tidings of salvation to my dear fellow
countrymen who are now perishing for the
want of spiritual food.

Yours in haste,
M. R. Parabis.

New Glasgow, Oct. 24.

The appended list shows the amount col-
lected in each place:

A Wright, Moncton.... .... ...81400

ciese

Col. Bass River, Rev. A. Cameron.... 10 00
J. W. Fulton, Bass River......... .. 100
J. Little, “ Creereenanas 100
Col. Fconomy..vevveeeeernes seaess 1375

Five Islands.. 7 30

Parrsboro’s... .
Friend, Economy........... ceeeaean
“ T MK i eee
Col. Portaupique..oovveeuieernaanns
Fawleigh Village
Clifton congregation

Friend, per Rev. E. Ross........0eev 100
J. K. Munuis, Halifax...ooeevnaee e 200
Friend, Y eeves eeeseses 100
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CHARLOTTETOWN. Geo. McKay, ?Iifton .......... veeeee 100
Rev. Mr. Md\e.l andson... ... .... 150 Col; §ﬁl§(13§','\'s‘;,°£v 1% 33
I\)I Campbell.. ....ooovai...l ceeeee 200 1 Tigo Triends, per W. IL Brown...... 1 50
r. Lockerby. . cevenneenreeneaes 110 3 Oof, North RUSHCO. vaverererns veeene 3 28
dJudge Young.. B LR 10 00 ¢ Cavendish vveviiiiiiiiiain ... 1218
A. LrBrown ..... T X 1 [(] Mr Bagnal, ..eeivaneerenneenannnns
J. W. Morrison.......... ceveniiesns 900} Col. Summerside
R. Brown..... .ciiiviiiiiiiiinis 100 ¢ Strathalbyn

C. V. MeGregor.ovvvve voversnsnes. 100
2 00
Friend...... Cereracesiens ceeree aas 2 00
P eseenesiaes 2 00
Hyndman Bros..veeiiene veeeronenn. 5 00
James Duncan. ... cevuiieeaeiaae.. 10 00
J. F. Robertson.......... vee o eees 200
J. E. McLean........ ..
Col. Gray..

Peter Gren'or
Mrs. J- McPherson.
Mrs. W. Raining.
¢ John McPhail

Al‘n‘eud
W oI

Miss G. McLeod...vuunnans
Mrs. D. Stuart........ ve veeee
Mrs. SHrling...veeiiieinneaenn, e 200
A MCReNZIO. o nvnsnrvnrnsrnnns oo 100
W. I. McLaren......... tessiiesaees 200
Friend.................. ...... .. 2 00

teetesessiorsensranen vesiess 200
John Scolt ...... Cesereianaan vevens o 100
Mrs J.Scott.iiiiierieierasesieass 100
Ch. H.......... teetees teessiessas. 100
BIrs. MeGee.oovurnnrnrernannnen e 200
A. B. McKenzie & Conrnns N 200
G.D. Davison . ...vivieevieeieeas 500
John Ross..... Gesbesece o see seses 100
John Dorsey. ..ovivviieriacinnnne.. 200
R.K.Jost......o..us vesreesasanees. 100
J. D. Mchod Ceeseeiiiaieenenae 2 00
Friend.......
1. B. Alchorn. .
W. Boyle.....
J. \IcI‘ar]tmd
Geo. Munn

BMrs. D. Laird

Geo. Henderson. . .o
¥riend....... 5 00
D.Currie.ecvees vevnnerenciaesnnans 500
P. MacGowan....... vees sansanes 100
J.P. Nash. ...... ....... cere a0 160
AMES. oo veevrraneanas teeseeane 100
Miss McDonald ceeeeee. 250
Mr. Watson... ceiereess 200
J.D. Mason.............. ceveses 500
Col St. Petcrs B'ly (South) ..... vees 800
“ (\’orlh) ........ 5 83
“Dundas ...... Cevieseianriiiness 244
‘ Geor'relo“n 7 50
Friend, “ 100
D.Gordon “ 2 00
J Hamilton, ¢ 100
J. Smith, e 100
M M’Dopald“ ........... tereniaes 100
Mrs. \Vestaway, Georgctown 2 00
COl \Iurmy Harbor ....... cens 0 26
South. ... 875
MLMC]\QI]ZIG...... veeene vees 100

“ Bedeque..

¢ Malpeque.
James Ramsey. .
Per Rev. R. airkd
Col. Kensington..

Thomas SImms. coovueennns ..
Messrs. F. and P. ’\fc\?utt. cee
D. Campbell andson....coovvnnne
Col 1.0t 16. covevenerivnennenninnnsn
* Tyne Valley and Friend.........
LD 57 20 T
CCATberton. L veiiei i ieees
Mrs.d. Weeks.ovvieiiieaninnnn ves
Mrs. Cameron........ e eeeas
John Gordon..oeverveenenerieanian .. 100
W.Hardy. .covovievennrinnnas vieee 100
G K. \Iontgomery teee eeieseenions 2 0¢
Hon H. Bell ..... 5 C0
Col. Tryon...ocuuvnnnn . :
¢ West River.aa.ean... e eeananne . T67
¢ Clyde River....... rearaeeaes .97
¢ Brookfieldisesesis vvsveieaienss 500
“ BonsShaW .o sevever covineeenes 512
W.Mutcho.ooiiiiiaeanianns veeeiees 300
Mrs. Muteh and dmwhter ........ veee 180
Col. Beifast. ... cvevens
“ anlcyﬁeld ...... veseeanens

¢ Montaguo Bndgc
¢ Qrwell H
¢ Birch Il:ll dmrch.
¢ Friend, Bedeque.....

CAPE BRETON.

Col Knox Ch.. Baddeck....o « veves
¢ [Forks, BaddecK. .. corrvne. ..

D. McCurd\' Baddeck ..

J. Watson..o....oh.

J Hart..
Dunlop. cee

Col. Hunter's Mountait.. ..
¢t Middle River...... .
¢ Knox Ch., Boularderie. .
¢ Bras d'Or Ch., Boularder:

R. G. Ingraham, Sydoey.......... .. D00
A.G. McLean...covevvviinennn.n, . 100
Alex. Fraser, DTN veasees 100
A. McLennan, C i iiiiiieeee 100
M. McKenzie, B iiiiiiees 100
D. McLennan, L eeeess 200
Mrs. D. McLennan, ¢ ......... cee 200
MissA. McLennml e, 200
James McLemnan, *  ........... . 100
F.Falconer «.oovvvenininieanennrens 100
Geo. K. McKeen...ooeiiuns caue vee. 100
Jas. McKenzie.cooveieiiie civninnnn 5 00
John A. McKenzie,. vivevieinnvenns 2 00
S. Burns...... Ceeiseserenataias vees 100
JoMeVicar.veeseieciaciees vonanenes 100
A. Morrison. . Cecerersesiranns e 5
M. Morrison...covveanss teeessesenes 50
A McQuarrie. v veennenerecnnonseses Ol
J.C.Hill............. Ceeeenenenen 100
Mr. and Mrs. Archibald......evuesnn. 200
Jo A Craig.cieiuiniinrnnsiiiannnss 00
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D. Matheson..ooeeiiasiensiiasannsss
W. Woodill..... tesesrseetesnranne 50

N, L. MacKay...ioevninerinnansass 500
S. Brookman.....ocvviiiiviiaieeen. 200
P Brookman.......... et deiecansons 2 (0
W. H. Liscomb...... sivsesniesseas. 100
J. Richardson..... hsesees veesesess 100
E.Liscomb, ....cooivieen  veeiee . 50
Mrs. A. D, McDonald. .....oovvunns. 50
Friendo.ovviieveriavsnisonnoeeee. 150

B iiiiiiieereieereiieecenenae. 100
..........

J.E.B Caeen
A. M. Dougall.........

‘Wm. Buchanan...... 4 00
M. Bradiey...... . 100
Some Body........ 200
Duncan McKenzie, 4 00
M. McLeod...oovvennns 150

A Friend.........o0u0e 2 00
Mrs. D. Campbell...... 50
Joseph Dobson. .e.... cereserees 200
Miss J. Maclean... .vevvcveronnnss 50

D. A.McDonald.coviiiniiaenroninss 34
A. G.McDonald.eovs covennnien
D. MacDonald....ovs voveevnnns
Mrs. A. Campbell... ..oooo.oe.. 15
R. MacDonald...covever vavnnenanns 20
Jas. Macvicar...c.vooiieiiiiiniiinns 50

E.T.Mosely.coneivnriocnacrcreness 400
N.McLennan....ooovveenenresean.. 100

Tohn McLennan...o. .. vivvivneene, 100
John Woodill...... Ceerieinaeneas o 100
John Campbell...... ooioiiiiiiie.. 200
Wm. McGregor..o..oo.t.... creeese. 100
Dr. MeLeod. ..oveunnn ceaees seeees 200
A. Morrison.cvees veiieenns o ceeses 100
Friend......... [ o eenene 50
J.H. Campbell. ....oivvivr viins. 125
Dr. BurdS. . .voviss covonannns veeess 200
A.J.McKeen....ooo wvvviveosnien.. 150
Col. Sydney Mines.....cooveueen.... 31 04
Little Bras Dor Church......... ... 13 40
Col. Cow Bay «veovuunnns veves seen. 6270

“ Thos. Jones, C. Bay....ccvvvseee 4 00

 Little Glace Bay. . cesveeess 10 28

¢ West Bay...... 24 00

Rev. W. G. ¥orbes, WBny
Col Port Hastings......
Fri‘(‘zn d

“ Cove Head, P. E. Looivvvenennns
(X

Mr. Shaw ¢ P

Col. Brackley PointRoad............ 5 98
“DeSable... vvvvevieiiiiienn... 275

Per Rev. J. G. Cameron, Bay Fortune 10 00

Ow Soveign Wissions,

Letter from Rev. Joseph Annand.

Iririx:, Erate, New Henripes,
July 1st, 1874.

Dear BMr. McGregor:

The Paragon will call here in a8 few
days on her way to Sydney, and I must
make the most of the few hours still at my
disposal before mail day, We bave now

but two mail days in the year from the
islands, as the traders have refused to éarry
letters for us. Possibly some of them may
yet favor the missionaries in future, but
now they refuse to do so because the Parg-
gon will not carry any freight for them.
This only applies to vessels going from the
islands, for the Post Office authorities com-
pel all vessels leaving Sydney for these
parts to take & mail. They cannot get a
clearance from port without giving the pro-
per nouce at the Post Office.

WORD FROM HOME.

The Paragon arrived here from Sydney
on the 6th of May, bringing a large mail
and the year's supplies. However, some
things that we expected did not come, viz.,
the Presbyterian Witness, and the Princeton
Review and  Presbyterian Quaderly.” 1
wrote from Sydney for them, but perhaps
you did not receive the letter. I would be
much obliged to you if yon would order
them for m¢, and pay the same, charging is
to my account. We wish to keep ourselves
informed as to what is doing in the' outer
world and this we cannot do without the
Paper and Review.

Your letter of Nov. 19th, 1873, came to
hand, thanks for the news items and “ Ged
speeds.”’

A SHORT FURLOUGH.

‘We have just returned from a voyage
south, where I was attending the meeting
of Synod and Mrs. A. was enjoying the
hospitality of Mrs. Paton. We have both
retarned thoronghly recruited ; being as
strong and well as_when we reached the
islands last year. One of Mr. McKenzie’s
elders remained in charge of our station
during our absence of five and a half weeks,
which was longer than we had expected
owing to bad weather. We found all well
on our return, the natives friendly and
some of them even glad to see us back.
Having brought three natives from Anpei-
tyum and Eromanga to help us with our
work, we enter upon our second year, un-
der favorable aspects.

REVIEW.

This brings me to speak of the past year’s
work. It has been more of a negative than
a positive kind. We have done nothing
like teaching or preaching among these
people, except so far as our presence among
them has done it. 'We have not even gain-
ed cnough of their language to carry on
conversation in it, to any extent, yet those
best acquarnted with the work here say that
we have done fully as well as could be ex-
pected. 1 must confess that before going
to Synod I was somewhat discouraged with
oar field, but after comparing notes with
others, and hearing their opinions, we were
cheered and greatly encoursged to pexse-
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vere. The very fact of our being able to
hold our ground on a station, where teach-
ers have not preceded us is considered here
as a hopeful gign for the future

MANIFOLD DIFFICULTIES.

Of course among such a people we can
not reasonably expect to see much im-
provement for several years. The lan-
guage must be reduced to a written form,
and instruction given, before the heart can
be touched by the Spirit of God. How
mauny obstacles Satan puts in our way;
what almost insuperable difficultics have
to be met and overcome before a heathen
people can be Christianized! Could you
but sce the horrible depths to which they
have sunk, and hear the language of their
social meetings, you would feel constrained
to ask :—* Can these bones live 2”7

DEAD AND DEGRADED.

Our people, like the rest of the islanders,
are perfectly satistied with their condition,
They, have no aspirations after anythin
higher than the mere gratification of their
sensual appetites and passions. They love
their abominable practices, their religion
and their revelrics.” They are well enough
acquainted with the Gospel to know its re-
strictions, to understand that accepting it
they must abandon many things in which
they now take supreme delight ; while on
the contrary they know little or nothing of
the Gospel’s blessings. Isit any wonder
then that they oppose us, and seek to keep
away that which they firmly believe brings
sickness and death to many.

BAD INFLUENCES.

Theinfluence of the traders helps to con-
firm them in their erronevus views of the
truth.  Liquor is now used by these waite
heathen to enable them to carry away the
natives. Every kind of deceit and treach-
ery is employed to deswoy these poor
wretches. Five sixths of our young men
have been away laboring among white
men, in Queensland, New Caledonia and
the Fijis for periods ranging from one to
five years ; and so far as as I can learn not
one of them has been benefited by his ab-
sence from home ; but on the other hand I
could give you abundance of evidence
shewing that they are much the worse
from their contact with white men, not-
withstanding what Anthony Trollope may
say to the contrary.

OUR WORK.

These natives have as a rule had =il
their dealings with dishonest traders and
planters, so that the missionary must spend
some time among them before he can con-
vinee them that he too is nota deceiver.
Their confidence must be gained before

anything else can be done, and that is no
casy matter. lHowever, itis to overcome
all these difficulties, to gain their confi
dence, to teach them the blessings of the
Gospel, and impart to them its_ glorious
truths, so as to elevate them to Christian.
ity, that we are here.

OUR NOPE.

To accomplish this we stand not in our
own strength. “ Our sufliciency is of God.”
We feel that He will bless us in His work!
Brethven, pray for us, that we may enjoy
the double portion of the Spirit! Wehave
an important field, worthy of more talents
and piety than we possess. The number of
our people is not perhaps over 500, but
many of them are youths and children—
the material we so much need for the futare
church in these islands.—The great discon-
ragement in many parts of Efate and else-
where is the scarcity of children, but of this
we cannot complain.  Our people are the
most influential on this side of Fate; and
they are a terror to many of the inlana vil-
lages. Were our isles to embrace the Gos
pel the strongholds of the ecnemy on Fate
would be nearly gone. We hope to be
able to report some progress by the next
mail.

OUR LONELINESS.

Our hands have been almost tied thus
far from want of servants or helps to get
the place in order. We had no aid what-
ever since December last until we returned
from Synod meeting. The work on a new
station is so great that we could not find
time to visit the people very often, and
when I had time and could leave Mrs. A.
alone, I dreaded the work of drawing up
my boat on my return. The anxiety and
labor, together with exposure to this mala-
rious climate, proved almost too much for
Mrs. AJs strength.  On the 8th of Apnl
she took “ remnittent fever” pretty severely,
being confined to her bed for over four
weceks, and part of that time completely
helpless. This increased my labours and
anxicty. All the work devolved upon me,
there not being a soul about the place, be-
sides ourselves. save when some savage
visitor made his appearance. DMrs, M-
Kenzie spent two days with us, but not be-
ing well herself she could not remain long-
er. Itis under such circumstances that
one feels the loss of theadvantages of civiliza-
tionan 1 the loneliness of mission life. How-
ever, the Master was very near and greatly
comforted us both even in the midst of af-
fliction.

It was my duty to send the Minutes of
Synod to you this year, but to save a great
deal of writing the Clerk is sending a copy
of them with Dr. Steel for publication
Sydney, and a printed to copy will be for-
warded to you, There is little news of
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importance from the ficld. Mr. Goodwill
leaves us this year. Mr. Paton returns to
the Colonies for 16 months. Mr. Cope-
land for three months to visit his family.
There has been more than the nsualamount
of sickness among the mission families dur-
ing the past season, but all are pretty well
recovered now.  We are sending forth an
appeal for more laborers this year. The
Synod has been overtured to allow the use
of cocon.nut water at communions to those
wishing to adopt it ; the matter lies over
till next year. Some of us would like to
have the opinion of the Board before voting
on such a_question. Sceing that there is
no hope of getting a printer for the work
here, the Synod have requested the breth-
ren on Efate to apply to their respective
churches to supply them with a press—one

ress for Efate. There are two of us be-
onging to your Board, and only one to
Victoria, but as there is some prospect of a
second being with us from that Church be-
fore long, we only ask you for a sum that
will cover half the cost.  Say about (£30)
thirty pounds sterling. It is estimated that
a good little press with outfit will cost us
£60. If your Board consent to give the
half please forward to Dr. Steel to be ap-
plied by him to 1ts object.

JOosEPH ANXNAND.

Minutes of the New Hebrides
Mission Synod, 1874.

ANELGAUHAT, ANEITY U,
June 8th, 1874.

1. The New Hebrides Mission Synod
met this day at Anelgauhat, Ancityam,
the station of the Rev. J. D. Murray ;
present—Revs.  Messrs.  Inglis, Paton,
Copeland, Neilson, Watt, Milne, Good-
will, Murray, Robertson, Macdonald, and
Annand.

2. The retiring Moderator, Mr. Milne,
opened the Synod with praise, reading the
Scriptures and prayer, and then read an
address on the encouragements to Mission-
ary effor:s generally, but with a special re-
ference to the New Ilcbrides.

8. Mr. Goodwill was appointed Modera-
tor the ensning vear.

4. Mr. M’Kenzie of Efate was absent,
but the reason assigned for his absence was
accepted as satisfactory.

5. The Rev. Dr. Steel, of Sydney,
Agent of this Mission, being present, was
invited to take a secat as member of the
Synod, which he did accordingly.

6. Reports were given in by all those
members on whom appointments had been
laid at last meeting of Synod ; those ap-
pointments had all been fulfilled ; the re-
ports were received and approved of, and
the members thanked for their diligence,

7. It was reported on behalf of Mr
M’Kenzie, that 400 copies of the Book of
Genesis in the Efate language, lelt in man-
useript by the Rev. Mr. Cosh, had been
printed in Sydney, in English type, under
the editorial care of Mr. Cosh, and that the
Anxiliary of the British and Foreign Bible
Society in Sydney, had paid for the print-
ing and binding of them, and that the
books had been taken to Ifate in the
Paragon.

8. It was reported hy Mr. Milne, that
300 copies of a small Seripture, in the
Nguna language, had been printed in
Sydney, at the expense of the Synod of
Otago and Southland, and had been
Paragon.

9. That the thanks of the Synod be ten-
dered to the retiring Moderator, for his
opening Address, and that he be requested
to furnish a copy of it for publication, in
such of the periodicals of the Churches
supporting this mission, as may afford
room for its insertion.

10. The Rev. Dr. Stcel having address-
ed the Synod, it was unanimously agreed
thas a vote of thanks be conveyed to him,
for his very excellent, suggestive, and
encouraging Address. The Moderator
then cordially thanked Dr. Steel for his
Address, and assured him that his visit had
given great pleasure to every member of
the mission, aud that all his suggestions
would be carefully considered.

11. The Clerk read a report, which he
had received from the Convener of the
Mission Ship Board in Sydney, in which it
was stated that the Board had purchased
the Paragon for £3000, and had expended
about £500 extra, in alterations and
fittings, to render her suitable for mission
purposes. That, in order tp save a heavy
expenditure, two memnbers of the Board,
viz., Messrs. Goodlet and Learmouth, had
come generously forwatd and purchased
the Paragon for the mission, at their own
risk, till funds were obtained to pay for
the vesscl,—that the Board propose_the
legal trustees of the vessel to be, the Rev.
Dr. Steele, Sydney, the Rev. J. Cosh,
A.M., Balmain, and James M’Bain, Esq.,
M. L. A., Melbourne,—and that the Rev.
Mr. Cosh has been appointed agent for.the
vessel, ab a salary of £50 a year. The re-
port was teceived and approved of as high-
Iy satisfactory. T'he thauks of the Synod
were unanimously accorded to the Board,
for the important services they had render-
ed to the mission.

12. That, as in the good providence of
God. a new vessel had been obtained for
the mission, and one altogether so suitable
for the work, and also sent down here tree
from debt, the Synod would devoutly
record their gratitude and thankfulness to
God, for his goodness to them in this
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respect ; and their obligations to Churches,
the Schools, and the many friends that by
their contributions have enabled them to
purchase the vessel.,

13. That a vote of thanks bo given to
Messrs. Goodlet and Learmouth, for the
prompt and generous manner in which
they came forward to the assistance of the
mission, in purchasing the Paragon at their
own risk, when mission funds were not
available for that purpose.

14. That a vote of thanks be given to
Captain Banks, Marine Surveyor, Sydney,
for the important services he had rendered
to the mission, in connection with the pur-
chase and alterations of the Paragor.

15. The thanks of the Synod were re-
aorded to Dr. Steel for acting gratuitously
as agent for the vessel till the appointment
of Mr. Cosk, and for the highly satisfac-
tory manner in which he had performed
the duties of that agency; and also the
agency for the mission during the past
year.

16. A vote of thanks to Mr. Cosh was |

also recorded, for his valuable services to
the mission vessel.

17. The Synod appointed the Rev. Dr.
Steel, Sydney, Rev. James Cosh, A. M.,
Balmain, and James M’Bain, Esq.,
M.L.A., Melbourne, to be the trustees of
the mission vessel and to hold the legal
ownership of the same on behalf of this
mission.

18. That the trustces of the New He-
brides Mission ship, viz., Rev. Dr. Steel,
Sydney, Rev. James Cosh, A.M., Balmain,
and James M’Bain, Esq., M. L. A,, Mcl-
bourne, are hercby empowered to claim
from the Rev. Dr. M’Donald, Emerald
Hill, the Dayspring Insurance Fund
amounting to £3200, more or less, at
Kresem in his hands, and the Rev. Dr.

{’Donald is hereby empowered to pay
over the said Infurance Fund into 'the
hands of the said trustees unconditionally,
and accept of their receipt as legal quittance
for the same.

19. Mr. Inglis read a paper, giving a
full history of the Dayspring Insurance
Fund. The Synod expressed their high
satisfaction with the paper, and requested
Mr. Inglis to send copies of it respectively,
to- the Rev. Dr. M’Donald, to the ship
Board in Sydney, and the Conveners of
the several Mission Committees, interested
in this mission, also that a copy of it be
retained among the pernanent papers of the
migsion. Mr. Inglis, said he wouald place
a copy of it among the permanent papers
of the mission; and if he could find time
to write them, he would send abridged
copies to the parties named.

20. Messrs. Paton, Copeland, and Good-
will, having each given in a report of what
was done by them, unitedly and separately,

in the colonies, to assist in raising funds
for the purchasing of the Paragon; these
reports were received, and the brethren
thanked respectively for theix services.

21. Reports were then given in by all
the members on the state of their respective
stations. These reports, while all indieat-
ing the difficult nature of the work, and
the formidable obstacles to be encountered,
and many of the discouragements that
have to be overcome,—all showing that
there is much cause for humiliation and
prayerto God for his blessing,—nevertheless
gavo cvidence of steady progress, and of
much that was encouraging in the state
of the mission, and calling for thank-
fulness to that God who is ever mindfal
of his covenant, and ever faithful to his
promise. .

22. Mr. Macdonald was authorised to
apply to the Presbyterian Church of Vie-
toria to bear the expenses of printing 200
copies of a primer in the Efate language of
about sixteen pages. L.

23. Mr. Copeland made application to
be allowed to proceed to Sydney in the
mission vessel in December, to visit his
family, whom he had left there. The re-
quest was granted,

24, A minute was read from the New
Hebrides Mission Committee of the Pres-
bvterian Church of Victoria, in which it
was stated that it was their wish, that Mr.
Paton, on account of the state of his health,
should return to the Colonies after his
visit to the islands. Mr. Paton concurred
in this request, and wished to go up with
his family in the Paragon, in July or De-
cember, according as his health might re-
quire. The Synod cordially agreed to this
request in the full hope that a period of
rest, and a course of judicious medical
treatment, will, under the blessing of God,
restore Mr. Paton to his wonted health and
strength. .

95. Mr. Watt made application forieave
for himself and Mrs. Watt to go up to
Syduey for the benefit (€ their health, in
the Paragon, on her first voyage, and to
retarn by her on the same voyage. The
request was granted. L.

26. Mr. Inglis made application for
leave for bimself and Mrs. Inglis’ to pro-
ceed to Tanne in the Paragon when the
vessel comes back from the north; also,
should Mrs. Inglis’ health require it, that
they be allowed 10 go up to Sydney by the
Paragon in December, and return by her
to Ancityum in March. Both these re-
quests were granted.

27. Mr. Watt was appointed to take the
general superintendence of the mission on
Aniwa during Mr. Paton’s absence.

28. Mr. Goodwill lnid before the Synod
the following plan in connection with his
return to Santo, suggested in part by the
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Secretary of the Forcign Mission Board of
his Church, viz.--That he leave Mrs.
Goodwill and the children in the Australa-
sian colonies, and that he remain in Santo
during the winter months, returning to the
colonies to spend the summer there; pro-
vided, say four or five families can be pro-
cured from sume of the Christian islands to
accompany him.

This plan was unanimously disapproved
of by the Syncd, as being in part impractic-
able, and not likely 10 advauce the work.

Further, the Synod being very desirous
to retain Mr. Goodwill in the mission, un-
animously recommend him and his fam ly
to try Erromanga, and as soon as conveni-
ent to open a new station there; Erro-
manga being at least as healthy as Banto;
as having also the nucleus of a Christian

pulation to begin with; and as supply-
g the necesary assistance on the island.

Mr. Goodwill having expressed himself
as decidely averse to settle on Erronmango,
25 advised, on the grounds of Mrs, Good-
will’s health, and for other rcasons, the
Synod felt themselves most reluctantly
shut up to accept Mr. Goodwill’s resigna-
tion as & member of the Mission. The
Synod exprassed their sincere sympethy
with Mr. and Mrs. Goodwill in ~their
present trying circumstances, and they
hope that another field ot usefulness muy
be soon opened up for them elsewhere.

29. Mr. Inglis gave a report from the
committee appointed to take steps in order
to obtain a printer for the mission. The
report stated that application had been
made first to the National Bible Society of
Scotland, and subsequently to the Forcign
Mission Committee of the Presbyterian
Church of New South Wales, but in both
cases without success. It was agreed, in
accordance with suggestions made in the
report, that Mr. Murray be requested to
bring into operation the printing press at
his station, for the printing of small books,
and that the brethren on Efate and Nguna
consult together, as to what can be done to
obtain a small press, for printing clementery
books for theirisland.

30. As the members of the New Hebrides
Mission are grieved to observe that a taste
for intoxicating drinks is rapidly increasing
among the natives of this group, and as
they have strong reason to believe that
these drinks can be obtained by natives at
every, or nearly every, trading and whaling
cstablishment on the New Hebrides, tha
Synod appointed deputations of their num-
ber to wait upon the proprietors of these
establishments, and also upon the heads of
firms in Sydney, connected with the New
Hebrides trade, and respectfully buc earn-
estly call their attention to the subject, to
point out to them the evils and dangers,
arising both to the natives and the white

residents, from their supplying intoxicating
drinks to the natives; and to urge upon
them, not only to refuse these drinks them-
selves, but to use their influence to prevent
persons in their employment, and vessels
calling at their stations, from supplying
drink to the natives, and urging upon them
as Christian men, to assist, by every means
in their power, to prevent intemperance
amoug the natives; as all experience has
proved that intemperance is one of the
greatest hindrances in existence to the
Christianising and civilising of native
races.

31. A communication was read from the
Rev. Dr. Steel, Sydney, agent of this mis-
sion, which stated that the sum of £100
had lately been placed in his hands, to be
invested for the endowment of a native
teacher. The money belonged to a young
lady, one of the Sabbath scholars in his
congregrtion, the daughter of one of his
Sabbath school teachers: the money is in-
vested at § per cent., and the payment will
be available next year : moreover, it would
gratify the parents of the deceased young
lady if the money were appropriated for
the support of a teacher on Erromanga.

The Synod was much gratified by the
communication, & vote of thanks was
accorded to Dr. Steel for the interest he
had taken in this matter, and the clerk was
instructed to write to the parents of the
young lady, and convey to them the thanks
of the Synod for this generous and season-
able benefaction.

32. Reports being given in on the so-
called “labour question,” it was unani-
mously agreed that these reports be con
densed into one general report, and brought
before the public,— that the commodore on
the station be supplied with full, accurate,
and definite information,—that the,colonial
governors, and the French Governor n
New Caledonia, the Secretary for the
Colonies, and both Houses of the British
Parliament, be memorialised on thesnbject,
showing that there is little if any diminu-
tion of the evils connceted with the traffic,
praying for its total suppression among the
islands, and its total abolition in all British
colonies, and that the British Government
be petitioned to communicate with the
French Government and urge its suppres-
sion on New Caledonia.

33. Mr. Inglis presented an overture,
craving permission for himself, and for
those who might wish to adopt the same
practice, of using the liquor of the cacoa-
nut, instead of wine, in the ordinance of
the Lord’s Supper, as is done by a large
number of missionaries in the South Seas.
It was agreed that the overture lie over for
consideration till next meeting of Synod,
in 1875.

34. It was agreed that a Concert for
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prayer for a special blessing on this mis-
sion, be observed in ench mission family on
this group, every Wednesday evening at
half-past seven o’clock.

35. It was agreed that an urgent appeal
be made for more missionaries, and that
Messrs, Paton, Copeland, Milne, and
Annand, be appointed to consult together
on this subject, and prepare an appeal, to
be addressed to the different Churches sup-
porting this mission.

386. That lhe Paragon leave Anelgauhat
harbour, wind and weather permitting, on
the evening of the 17th instant, and call at
Aname, Futuna, Aniwa, Port Resolution,
Kwamera, Dillon’s Bay, Erakor, Efila
Harbour, Nguna, and Havannah Harbour;
that she remain in Havannah harbour four
days for a mail, and take her departure
thenee for Anelgaubat harbour, calling at
all the stations oceupied by missionaries on
her way soath, arriving at Ancityum say
about the 16th of July.

That she leave Anclgauhat harbour for
Sydney say about the 18th of July, arriving
there say about the 5th of Ausust, and
leave Sydney again for Aneityum say
about the 20th of August, arriving here say
abouc the 4th of September.

That she leave Anclgauhat Harbour say
about the 9th of September, and call at
Aname, Futung, Kwamera, Port Resolu-
tion, Aniwa, Dillon’s Bay, Erakor, Efila
Harbour, Havannah Harbour, and Nguna;
and, if required, alsc visiting Mitaso, Ma-
kuru, and Santo.

That on her way south she call at all
the stations occupied by missionaries, visit
round Erromanga, under the direction of
Mr. Robertson, and arrive at Anelgauhat
Harbour say about the beginning of
November.

Thagshe leave Anclgauhat Harbour say
about the 10th of November for Nguna,
and call ag all the stations occupied by
missionaries on her way south for the last
time this year, arriving at Anelgauhat; say
about the heginning of December.

That in all her voyages, missionaries,
teachers, natives, goods, and mails be land-
ed and taken on board as may be neces-
sary ; and ample time allowed for doin
all the work of the vessel deliberately ang
thoroughly without hurry and coniasion,
according to the instructions of the Mission
Ship Board.

That the vessel take her departure from
Aneityum for Sydney say about the 5th of
December, arriving there say about the
25th ot December.

That she lie in Sydney under the diree-
tion of the Mission Ship Board from the
date of her arrival, and take her departure
from Sydney for Aneityum on the 25th of
March, 1875.

37. That in al! ordinary cases, when the

vessel is lying off and on at a station, the
boats c¢o not remain on shore later than
one hour before sunset.

88. Mr. Macdonald was authorised to
proceed with his arrangements for obtain-
ing a new house, tho estimated cost ot
which is ahout £120.

39. Mr. Annand was authorized to pro-
ceed with his arrangements for having his
house roofed with corrugated ivom, the
estimated cost of which is £25.

40. Mr. Watt was authorised to proceed
with his arrangements for having a much
needed addition made to his house, the
estimated cost of which is about £30.

41. That Mr. Murray shall go in the
vessel as a deputation to consult with and
assist the brethren, when neccssary, or the
first voyage atter return from Sydney, and
that Mrs. Murray and their child shall
accompany him, for the benefit of their
health.

42. That Mr. Murray shall prepare the
Annual Report of the mission vessel, and
Mr. Watt a report on native teachers.

43. That the meeting of Synod for 1875
be held at Anelganhat, Anecityum, as sodh
as possible after the arrival of the mission
vessel from Sydney.

44. On Tuesday the 16th of Junc the
Moderator concluded the wmeeting of
Synod with an appropriate address, sing-
ing, prayer, and the apostolic benediction.

Every suderunt was opened with singing,
reading tae Scriptures, and prayer, and
closed with prayer. A considerable part
of the first sederunt was spent, as usual, in
devotional exercises.

Joux GoopnwiLL, Moderator.
Joux INgLis,
Clerk of Synod Mission.

Hews of the Gl

Presny TERY OF TrurRO.—The Preshy-
tery of Truro met at Iiconomy on the 29th
Sept, for Visitation. The following finding
was unanimously adopted :~The Presbytery
express very great gratification at the plain
evidence that the Congregation is steadily
advancing. They note with special satis-
faction the abscace of arrears, and the in-
creased liberality in contributing to the
schemes of the Church. They wouid at
the same time urge upon the congregation
the necessity of making yet more adequate
provision for the pastor’s comfort.

At the last communion segson ten names
were added to the roll. And during the
year ahout $286 have been contributed to
the Schemes of the Church and for other
religious purposes—in this section.
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Eight Sessions and Congregations for-
warded reports favorabie to Union. One
reported * no decision.”

It was agreed to adopt the Synod’s re-
commendation anent Systematic Benefi-
cence.  The Presb tery was laid out into
four sections of ti.ce congregations each,
and a commission consisting of three minis-
ters and respective elders, were appointed
to visit the several congregations, to enquire
into the working of *“ the scheme” where it
is already in operation ; and to encourage
its adoption where prudent and practicable.

The following is the arrangement:—Sec-
tivn 1st to comprise the threc Stewiacke
Congregations, the Rev. J. Sinclair, Con-
vener of the Corsmission; 2nd. Truro,
Chfton, and Coldstream, the Clerk, Con. ;
3. Onslow, U. Londonderry, and Great
Village, the Rev. J. H. Chase, Con. ; 4th.
Springside, Iiconomy, and Parrsborough,
the Rev. A. Cameron, Con.

The Five Islands section of the Congre-
gation was visited on the following day—
““The Presbytery approved the diligence
and care :nanifested by the various parties
appearing before the Court. Sympathize
with the difficulties inseparable from so
large and widely seattered a congregation,
and encouraged the brethren to greater ef-
fort espacially in the directions of Prayer-
meetings and Ssbbath Schools, and in-
creased liberality and punctuality in busi-
ness arrangemeonts.” It may be noted
that nearly as much has been reised for the
Schemes of the Church within the present
year as was contributed by the whole con-
gregation three years ago. The Preshy-
tery agreed to meet during Synod at the
call of the Moderator.

J. Layrox, Clerk.

PrespyTERY OF P1cTou.—The Presby-
tery of Pictou met in New Glasgow on the
13th Oct. The Rev. A. McL. Sinclair,
Moderator.—The Kev. Rohert Cumming
accepted the call presented to him by the
congregation of Glenelg, Caledonia, and
E. R. St. Mary’s. The call was largely
signed and periectly unanimous. The sti-
pend promised is $900 with the prospect of
incrense. The Presbytery is to meet for
his induction in Glenelg Church, on the
28th Oct. After an_appropriate and ex-
cellent sermon by Rev, Thos. Cumming,
from Ezekiel 37 : 16, 17, the two congrega-
tions of Primitive Church and John Knox’s
Church were united into one congregation
under the pastorate of the Rev. Mr. Walk-
er, to whom the united congregation ten-
dered in the usual manner a cordial wel-
come. Their Sessions were also united
into one Session. Each of these congrega-
tions had a highly honorable record dur-
ing their separate existence. The influence
of their example was felt and acknowledg-

ed throughout the whole Church. Their
union was not & matter of nccessity, for
each was able to maintain ordinances, and
perpetuate ils own existence, but it was ar-
gued by those who took an active part in
promoting this Union, that in a small town
like New Glasgow, and in the presence of
the other Presbyterian Churches there, the
union would be for the glory of God and
the interests of religion. This Union will
relieve the Presbytery from some of the dif-
ficulty in its way of taking steps to organ-
ize a congregation at the Vale Colliery,
and thus secure for the large population
collecting there the stated ordinances of re-
ligion.

It is the earnest prayer of the Presby-
tery that the high expectations entertained
concerning this unired congregation, shall
be to the utmost realized. They would
say of itin the language of Holy Writ,
* Peace he within thy walls and Prosperity
within thy palaces.”

Joun MACKINNON.

A VENERABLE MiINISTER.—At the
Montreal Conference, we met Rev A. Hen-
derson, 8 Presbyterian wminister, who has
completed the 91st yenr of his age, and the
64th of his ministry. Heis senior pastor
of St. Andrew’s, up the Ottawa Valley.
He is clear headed, and by no means fee-
ble in body. His voice is strong and clear
and his intellect aciive. He attended the
ordinary meetings of Conference and most
of the Prayer-meetings. He belonged to
the United Presbyterian Church, and is
now a member of the Canada Presbyte-
rian Church. Heis one of the oldest, if
not the most aged Minister in the Presby-
terian connection in the world.

New PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AT
BripgewaTer.—This Church was dedi-
cated to the worship of God on the 18th
ult. Rev. W. Duff, the patriarch of Pres-
byterianism in Lunenburg, preached. the
opening sermon, at 11 a. m. The pastor,
Rev. P. Morrison, preached in the after-
noon. A large meeting was held in the
evening at which addresses were delivered
and services conducted by Rev. Messrs.
Miller, MacNab, Duff and Hunton,
{Lutheran.) All the services were appro-

riate and deeply impressive. The Church
1s a large and beautiful building—no finer
to be seen outside of Halifax. It cost
$8,000. The people generally, and par-
ticularly the Building Committee, with
Mr. Kemp, the builder, at their bead,
manifested most praiseworthy spirit and
liberality in accomplishing the ~arduous
undertaking. We congratulate pastor and
people on the * beautiful house” which
they have devoted to the service of God,
and pray that in this sanctuary they may
long enjoy the blessings of Ilis presence.
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Intelligenee,

A Chinese Presbytery.

Mr. Mackenzie of Swatow has been visit-*
ing Amoy after a lengthened interval, and
sends home a very graphie account of what
he scw.  Here Is his description of a meet-
ing of the Amoy Presbytery :—

*On the 22nd of April the Presbytery
met in Tekchhinkha Chapel, in Amoy,
and 1, for the sccond time, enjoyed the
privilege of Leing present. In 1865 I was
at Baypay at one of the earlier mectings of
the Amoy Presbytery, on which occasion
there were 7 or 8 foreign missionaries, 2
native pastors, and 7 or 8 elders. Now in
1874 there were only 5 missionaries, but
there were 3 Chinese pastors, and 14 or 15
elders. It was a goodly sight that Chinese
Presbytery, telling of healthy growth, and
of healthy indigenous growth. One of the
native pastors, being the retiring Modera-
tor, preached a good sermon on the text,
John xv. 8 ; then Dr. Douglas was chosen
Moderator, and the Presbytery constituted.
A native pastor was Presbytery Clerk, and
he was ably assisted by a very intclligent
and promising licentiate; and it was quite
asight to see the business way in which
they went to work-—ca'ling the roll, calling
for the elders’ commissions, &c. I had the
honour of being associated, and on the
seeond day of the proceedings addressd the
court shortly, giving some account of the
was in the Swatow region. The Amoy
and Swatow dialects are so closely allied
that the greater parr of what I said was
readily understood, and I was able to make
out all that was said by the brethern. It
was somewhat amusing to hear Dr. Douglas
addressing me, conveying tha fraternal re-
gards o* the Presbytery and their sympathy
with us at Swatow, &ec.; and saying all
this in Chinese, not in our own mother
tongue! I fuls deeply interested in all that
was done at the mecting of Presbytery. It
occupied part of twou days—that is, the
afternoon of Wednesday and the forenoon
of Thursday ; the two * sederunts’ occupy-
ing fully seven hours, and showing a good
amount of ecarnest work. An admirable
papers was read by Pastor Yiap, of the
‘Pekehhinkha Church, on the inhuman
practice of binding women’s fect ; and the
several congregations will soon have this
matter brought before them in such a way
as is likely to lead to the Christians setting
themselves decidedly against a custom so
irrational and so crael.

“Then a report was given in by the
Sustentation Fund Committee appointed
at the previous mecting of IPresbytery.
This subject thoroughly interested all pres-

ent, and was discussed in a way that show-
cd much appreciation of its importance.
Almost all the Chinese elders spoke on the
subject, and seemed pleased that a plan for
the fund had been drawn up. A deputation,
consisting of Mr. Swanson and two native
pastors and clders, was appointed to visit
the congregations and report to next meet-
ing of Presbytery.”

From Formosa.

Rev. G. L. Mackay, the Missionary of
the Canada Presbyterian Church in For-
mosa, writes to Rev. Mr. Reid, Toronto :

The inhabitants are farmers and fisher-
men. From 6 to 20 attended service here
since I began to preach until a few months
ago. They said that it was very difficult
to come here every Sabbath, because they
could not always get a boat to cross the
harbour, and on that account would like
to build a chapel for themselves. The dif-
ficulty I knew well from experience, as I
had to stand many a time two hours under
a burning sun or torrents of rain waiting
for a boat. I told them to build a chapel
themselves, and thus show what their mo.
tives were.  In two months they built &
splendid chapel in the ceutre of the plain,
and on the 22nd March I opened i1, and
reached to a crowded house.  The baild-
ing was not plastered, however, until last
week. The enemy thus seeing the work
steadily advancing, resolved on an attack.
Accordingly, lastvhSmurday, a soreerer, pre-
tending to be under the influence ot & spirit,
ied an 1dolatrous procession in frout of the
chapel, cut the tip of his tongue witha
knife, performed numerous superstitions
ritcs, made an attempt to destroy the wall
in front of the chapel, then left inrage  All
these doings did not move a single hearer
of the Gospel. Blessed be Jehovah of
Hosts!  When there my attention was di-
rceted to a large stone on the side of the
bill, which the people began to worship
this year. I wanted to see it, buc it is evi-
dent the blind devotees would rather sce
me in the bottom of thesea. I set out how-
cver, and was followed by an immense
crowd, who scemed displeased. Armiving
at the stone, they gathered around it as if
ready to protect the poor god, for they
said he was afraid of “ Western Bar-
barians ”  This is a God, but nota graven
image, for the chisel and hammer were
never used to give it any definite shape.
hard, solid, dead, and lifeless, there it
stands. Surely their ten thousand gods
failed them when they call upon this rock
to help them. One poor dcluded idolator
came and worshipped when I was there.
He called upon the rock 1n pitcous tones to
help himselt and family, as they were in
great want,
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Poor Formosa!'groaning under gross
ipnorance and superstition. The Lord re-
member us in mercy—the Lord send help
from above.

About the end of last month I went
down to Sin-Kang, and on account of the
great heat my burden-begarer and helper
had great difficuity in making the end of
our journey. As the sun was nearly direct
above our heads, and as there was not a
breath of wind, I have no doubtit was
trying to the flesh. Oceasionally we travel-
led over beds of sand, which seemed to try
the flesh still more, but what of that? Qne
look towards Calvary is always sufficient
to make us ashained of our unfaithfulness,
and make us shout aloud for joy. Arriving
at Tek-chham a greater number than I
noticed on any former occasion filled the
place where we intended to halt for the
night. Ihad not half enough medicines
with me. One of the richest men in the
city came with a sedan chair, and invited
me to leave such a miserable halting place
and go with him, as he had good accomo-
dation. His kind invitation, however, I
could not accept, because the poor people
would not go to his house, and I could not
therefore be amongst them.  Another rich
man, of the literary class, pleaded thatI
should go with him, as he wished to give
me something for having cured three of his
family. Itold what I did was without
price, and if he wished to show his grati-
tude, to do so the possessor of all things
above and below—to full on his knees and
call upon the trne God to forgive his sins.

India.

In the Cualcutta Christian Intelligencer,
the following are given as the results of
the recent Indian census :—

“ We learn from it that the number of
people under the rule of the Licutenant-
Governor of Bengal amounts to 66,000,
000, or more than double that of the popu-
lation of Great Britain and Ireland. Of
these 66,000,000, about 38,000,000 speak
Bengali, 20,000,000 speak Hindustani,
4,000,000 speak Oriya, 2,000,000 Assawese
and 3,000,000 the aboriginal language. The
last-mentioned languages, in most cazes,
previous to the arrival of missionaries, had
not been reduced to writing; but now in
most of them o literature isin course of
preparation. Clsssified according to re-
ligion, 43,000,000, or nearly two thirds of
the whole are Hindus; 21,000,000 Mus.
sulmans, and it is a singular fact, to which
the Lieutenant-Governor calls atiention in.

his Administration Rcrort for 1872, that.
!

in this province alone there are more Mus~
sulmans than in any other single coantry,
not excepting Turkey itself. There are
also aboat 3,000,000 who, but little influ-

enced by their Hindu or Mussulman
neighbours, remain true to the'religion of
their forefathers. And as it is these races
which have enlisted the sympathy of mis-
sionaries so largely during the period of
which weare writing, and from whom a
very large proportion of converts have heen
made, it i3 most interesting to learn that,
rather than diminishing ia numbers as
they arc brought into closer contact with
civilized people, they seem to be far more
prolific than those who have long enjoyed
a higher or lower form of civilization.

“It also states that, taking all protes-
tant Societies, ‘‘the number of European
ordained agents in Bengal in 1871, was
precisely the same (106) as in 1861; but
the number of ordained Naitve agents has
been doubled, from 16 to 32; whilst the
number of unordained Native agents has in-
creased still more rapidly, from 185 to
398.” Further, “there has been n decided
growth in the number of Native Christians
during the ten years. In 1861 there were
20,518 Bengali Christians ; in 1871 thers
were 46,968 ; whilst the number of com-
municants ros¢ from the same period from
4620 to0 13,502 He also mentions the en-
couraging fact that in 1871 no less than
8937 rupees {about £893) was contributed
to the maintenance of Christian worship
by the native Christians of Bengal.” ”

Turkey.

As the result of forty-two years of labour
by American missionaries in Turkey, there
areseventy-six evangelical Churchesamong
the Armenians, with four thousand and
thirty-two church members ; there are difty
ordained native pastors, and fifty-six eda-
cated licensed preachers ; one hundred and
twenty-oight Sabbath schools, and two
hundred and twenty-two common schools.
Let those who speak of the inutility of
foreign mission note the figures. “ A little
leaven leaveneth the whole lump.”” Here
is sufficient seed-sowing to work a spiritual
revolution in_the entiro Turkish Empire.
When we add to this the number of semi-
naries of & high grade that have been es-
tablished for the education of youth of
both sexes, we can scarcely compute the
result that, with God’s biessing will be ap-
parcat fifty years hence.

Moravians.

It may be interesting to some to heas

. that the shig Harmony has sct out for
re

the one. hundred and fourth time on her
annask voyage to Lebrador, with five mis-
sionaries:ny passengers. This ship and a
small schoonerare the-only means of com-
muoication the imissionaries in Labrador

have with Enrope. Hence their arrival is:
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cagerly looked for, as they not only bring
them letters'from their relatives and friends,
and the Baropean news in general, but also
the provisions on which they have to sub-
sist till the following summer, as the inhos-
pitable shores on which thoy reside provide
them with scarcely anything but fish and
seals.

Christians in India.

One of the Church of England mission-
aries describes as follows the quality of the
Native Christians of Indin:—

« As in the pagan world during the first
days of Christianity, so now in Bengal, the
upper ranks of socicty seem to have ignor-
ed the great religious movement which has
been slowly gathering strength around
them. Our wealthy rajahs and great land-
owners have, in the pride which riches be-
get, and the listlessness which ease engen-
ders, hitherto pevsistentiy tnrneda deaf ear
to tae sound of the gospel trumpet. The
Bengal Church, thercfure, consists of men
drawn almost cntirely from the widdle and
the aricultural classes. The number of edu-
cated and respectable Christians is_,com-
paratively speaking, very small. It will
not be much beyond five hundred at the
most. Some of this number have, by their
superior intelligence and ability, risen to
positions of influence and respectability. One
of them is now occupying the foremost rank
in the literary world of Calcutta. Several
have been in England to complete their
professional studies, and, after successfully
passing the necessary examinations, have
come back to their country as assistant-
surgeons of Her Majesty’s Army, and
barristers of the High Court of Judicature,
Tort William. A goodly number arc en-
gaged in the work of education, a few are
deputy-magistrates and munsiffs, some are
ministers of churches, and not a few are
given to evangelistic work among the hea-
then. Many are employed in Government
offices. A respectable number have passed
with credit the university examinations for
degrees.  But by far the overwhelming ma-
jorty of Bengali Christians are cultivators.”

¥rom the Census returns it appears that
in Madras Christianity is increasing at a
greater rate than either Mohammadanism
or Hinduism.

A Missionary to China.

The Octolier Record of the C. P. Church
contains an account of the ordination of
Rev. J. B. Fraser, M.D., as Missionary to
China. Besides the members of the Pres-
bytery of Toronto, there were present
seversl members of the Forcign Mission
Committee, and others, including Rev. W.
Fiaser, of Bond Head, and Rev. R. D.

Fraser, of Cookstown, the father and
brother of the missionary, The Revd J.
G. Robb, B. A, of Cook’s Church, preach-
ed and presided. Mr. Robb preached an
appropriate and able sermon from James
v. 16..¢ The effectual fervent prayer of a
righteous man availeth much.”  He spoke
first of the power of prayer, and secondly
of the prayer of power, describing the
quality of acceptable and eftectual prayer.
Mr. Robb afterwards put to Dr. Fraser the
prescribed questions, which having been
arswered, the ordination prayer was offer-
ed by Rev. W. Fraser, of Boud lHead, the
father of the missionary. Rev. Prof. Mec-
Laren, Convener of the Foreign Mission
Committee, then addressed in appropriate
terms the newly-ordained missionary. At
the conclusion of his address he presented
Dr. Fraser, on the part of the Foreign
Mission Committee, with a copy of the
Holy dScriptures, and also with a copy for
Mnrs. Fraser, referring to the self-denial of
the wives of the missionaries, and to the
importance of the labours which devolve
on them. Princ.pal Cavan addressed the
congregation, pointing out the necessity of
the Church making greater efforts for the
prosecution of missionary work, urging a
higher measure of liberality on the part of
the members of the Church, and exhorting
them with their contributions to offer up
their prayers to God for the outpouring of
His Holy Spirit. ‘The meeting was one of
great interest.  Dr. IFraser and his work,
we doubt not, will be remembered by many
who were present ar this ordination and by
others.

The Foreign Mission Board has called
Mr. A Gilray to engage in the Chinese
Mission.

Heathen Cruelty.
An occasional act of heathen cruelty

| occurring at the present time in India

shows how great the deliverance is wiich
the Gospel is working out for that land.
At Mulkapua, in the protected state of
Kalapur, two persons, one of them a priest,
recently decoyed a child twelve years of age
into a heathen temple. lere they murder-
cd him and then burned his body with betel
nuts and camphor before the image of the
goddess Karle, in order to induce the deity
to reveal to them hidden treasurers in the
neighbouring hill.  The crime was detect-
ed, the remainsof the child discovered by
his pareats, and t} ¢ British authorities had
the priest tried and execcuted. Near Mul-
kapur, where the cruel deed was done
stands the old fortress town of Panally, in
which the Presbyterians arc about com-
mencing a mission. One of its towers was
built over the remains of a maiden buried
alive, in order to make it impregnable ; and
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within its walls still stands the stone image
of the goddess Karle, before which multi-
tudes of human beings, especiaily women,
were sacrificed.

Boxp Irap.—Rev. W. Fraser of Bond
Head, Ontario, recently completed the 40th
year of his ministry. The Congregation
presented him with a well executed Portrait
of himself.

The religion of Jesus Chrisi is altogether
a practical thing. Just consider how we
arc taught anything else that is practical.
Itisnot by hearing or reading about mak-
ing shoes that a man becomes a shoemaker,
but by trying to make them.—dugustus
1are.

A hypocrite ncither is what he seems,
nor secems what he is. e is hated by the
world for seeming a Christian, and by God
for not being one.  On carth he is the pic-
ture of a saint, butin eternity the paint shall
all be washed off, and he shall appear at
the judgment iu his true colore. | Gud ouly
knows wether we are what we seem.

STATEMENT OF AGGOUAT.

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Decbt. Credit.
£2252 60 . e
05 10 22
In cash,

Oct. 26.—Credit
Debt .. ..
Crerar Reserve.

DAYSPRING AND MISS10X SCHOOLS.
o Credit.. 2074 44

Debt ... 156 71 817 g
HOME MISSIONS.
«  Credit........ 31864 75 e
Debt, . 1195 23 79637
SUIPLEMENTING FUND.
“ Credit........ 1658 45 ...
Debt ... ... 1803 75 $145 30
MINISTERIAL EDUCATION.
“«  Credit..... ... 4137 95
Debt ........ 5639 10 49736
ACADIA MISSION.
“ . S13 92
5 e 30 492

NOTICES AND ACKNOWLEDG-
MENTS.

Theological Hall.
NOTICE TO STUDENTS.

The Introductory Lecture to the approach-
myg Session of the Theoiogical Hall, will be
defivered by Rev. Prefessor McKnight in
Chalmers® Church, on Wednesday evening,
Nov. 4th, at 74 o'clock.

The ¢xaminations for the * Hunter Prizes”
will take place on 16th November—In Greek
—The Gospels of Luke and John, and from
1st Ep. to Timothy, to the end of the Epistle

to the Hebrews. In_divinity—Hodge's Sys-
tcl:;utlc Theology, Vol 1i. from 435 to the
cud.

For first year Students, for best Exam. in
Greek, S40.

For Students of second and third year,
Exam. m Greek and Theology, First Prize,
S50 ; $3econd, S30.

NOTICE TO SESS:0ONS.

The following resolution of Synod is pub-
lished by direction of the Board of Superin-
tendence: * 'That the Sessions of the various
congregations of the Church, be enjoined to
rive the people an opportunity of contribut-
ing to the rund tor Ministerial Education,
and to urge them to faithfulness and liberali-
ty in the matter; and that a member of each
Presbytery be appointed with spectal instruc-
tions, to watch over the interests of this fund.™

By order of the Board,

P. G. McGxEGOR, Sec’y.

The Treasurer acknowledges receipt of the
fullowing sums during the past month:
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Harbour Grace, Newfoundland, per

Rev. A. Ross..o.ooovniaiiial., 50 00

.................. 879
Johnstone......ooovii s iy
Bass River, N. B., per Rev. J. Fowler.
Clifton, 2nd Col., per Rev. J. Byers... 13 98
Mrs. G. Munro, New York. .
M. C. W. AJberton. .. ovveavenennaas
Per Rev. J Morton:—
Col. Truro Congregation..... 28 42
Clfton. e ivenneenannnn. $ 00
Eliza Thompson, Onslow.... 1 00
Col at Noel............ weees 15 00
Mohone Bay......... ....
Bridgewater.......... S
Branchand Riversdale.

Lockeport. ..ooovvven onnnnn
Austin Locke, Es
donation ...
Dublhin Shore.. . .
Lower LaHave............. 11 68
St. David's Church, St. John 32 00
Vale Collery, (no notice)..... 12 20
Miss Addie S. Seaboyer, La-
Have, per Rev. D. Mcdlillan 3 00
Economy..... 400
~——8180 €0

Ladies Sewing Circle, Middle Musquo-

doboit.seiucinennsnrnsrcssrnones 0

tesscrssenes
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