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OF

MARY ROWLANDSON.

— - |- D -\ E——

ON the tenth of February came
the Indians with great numbers upon Lan.
caster : Their first coming was about sun-
rise ; hearing the noise of some guns, we
looked out ; several houses were burning,
and the smoke ascending to Heaven. There
were five persons taken in one house, the
father, and the mother, and one sucking
child they knocked on the head ; the other
two they took and carried away, and there
were two others, who being out of the gar-
rison upon some occasion, :&edre set upomn,
one was knocked on the head; ghe other es-
caped, another there was who running along
was shot and wounded, and fell down ; he
begged of themn his life, promising them
money, (as they told me) but they would
pot hearken to him, but knocked him im
bead, striped him naked, aad split open hig
bowels. Another seeing many of the Indians
sbont his barn, ventured and went out, but:
was quickly shot down. There were three
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others belonging to the same garrison who
were killed , the Indians getting up upon
the roof of the barn, had advantage to shoot
dovwn upon them over thejr fortification,
Thus these murderous wretches went on
burning and destroying before them.

At length they came and beset our own
house, and quickly it was the dolefullest day
that ever mine cyes saw. The house stood
upon the edge of a hill ; some of the Indians
got behind the hill, others in the barn, and
others behind apy thing that would shelter
them ; from all which places they shot a-
gainst the house, so that the bullets seemed
to fly like hail ; and quickly they wounded
Que man among us, then another, and then
athird. About two hours (according to my
obsexgation in that amazing time) they had

“been about the house before they prevailed
to fire it, (which they did with flax and
hemp which they brought out of the barn,
and there being no defence about the house,
only two flankers at two opposite corners,
and one of not finished) they fired it
once and one ventured out and quenched it,
but they quickiy fired it again, and that
tock. Now is that dreadful hour come, that
thave often heard of, (in the time of the war,
as it. was the case of others) but now niine
eyes see it.  Some in cur house were ‘bght-
ing for their lives, others wallowing ia tReir
blood, the house on fire over our heads, and
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Or MARY ROWLANDSON 5

the bloody hcathen ready to knock us on
the head if we stirred out. Now might we
hear mothers and childicn crying out for
themselves, and one another, Lord wlaet shail
awe do ! Then I took my children (and one
of my sisters heirs) to go forthand leave the
house : But as soon as we came to the door,
and appeared, the Indians shot so thick that
the bullets rattled against the house, as if one
had taken a handful of stones and threw
them so that we were forced to give back.
We had six stout dogs belonging to our
garrison, but none of them would stir,
though another time, if an Indian had come )
to the door, they were ready to fly upon
him and tear him down. The Lord hereby
would make us the more to acknowledge his
hand, and to see that our help is always in
him. But out we must go, the fire increas-
ing, and coming along behind us, roaring,
and the Indians gaping before us with their
guns, spears, and harchets to devgurus. No
sooner were we cut of the house, but my
brother in law (being before wounded in de-
fending the house, in or near the throat) feli
down dead, v-hereat the Indians scornfully
shouted, and halloed, and were presently
upon him, stripping off his cloaths, H
bullets flying thick, one went thromgh.)
side, and the same (as would seem) through .
the bowels-and hand of my poer childismy ~
arms. One of my elder sisters childrem
L
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(named Willram) had then his leg broke,

which the Indians perceiving, they knocked
himon head. Thus were we butchered by
those merciless heathens, standing amazed,
with the blood running down to our heels.
My elder sister being yetin the house, and
seeing those woful sights, the infidels hauling
mothers one way, and children another, and
some wallowing in their blood: And her
eldest son telling her that her son William
was dead, and myself was wounded, she said,
and Lord let me die with them : Which was
N0 soaner said, but she was struck with a bul-
fet, and fell down dead over the threshold.
T hope she is reaping the fruit of her good
labors, being faithful to the service of God in
her place. In her younger years she lay un-
der much trouble upon spiritual accounts,
till it pleascd God to make that precious
scripture take hold of her heart, 2 Cur- 12, 9,
And be sard unto me, my grace 15 suffiesent for
thee. More than twenty years atter 1 have
freard her tell how sweet and comfortable that
place was to her. But to return ; The In.
dians haid hold of us, pulling me one way,
and the chiidren another, and said, come
along with us. I toid them they
would kill me ; they answered, if I were
willing to go along with them they would
not hurt me.
Oh ! the doleful sight that now was to be.
hold at this house ! come, behold the works
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Or MARY ROWLANDSON 7

of the Lord, what desolations he has made
in the carth. Of thirty seven persons who
were in this one house, none escaped either
present death, or a bitter caprivity, save on-
ly ore, who might say as he, Fob, 1. 15. And
Lonly am escaped alone to tcll the news. There
were twelve killed, some shot, some stabbed
with their spears, some knocked down with
their hatchets. When 'we are in prosperity,
Oh the little that we %#hink of such dreadful
sights, to see our dear .?ds and relations
Jie bie.ding out their heffts blood upon the
groerd, 'lhere was one Who was choped in~
to the head with 2 hatchet, and striged na-
ked and-yet was crawling up and down.” It
isa sclemn sight to see so many Christians
lying in their blood, some here and.some
there, like acompany of sheep torn by wolves.
£l of them striped naked by a company of
heil kounds, rearing, singing, ranting and
insulting, as if they would have torn our
very hearts out ; yet the Lord by his Al
mighty Power, preserved a number of us
from death, for there were twentyfour of us
taken alive and carried captive.

1had often before this said, that if the In-
dians should come, I should chuse rather to
be killed by them, than taken alive : But
when it came to a trial, my mind changed ;
their glittering weapons so daunted my spir-
it, that I chose rather to go along withrthose
{as 1 may say) ravenous bears, thas-that mos
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ment to end my days. And that | may the
better declare what happened to me during
that grievous captivity, I shall paiticulariy
speak of the several removes we had up and
down the wilderness.

THE FIrsT REMOVE,

Now away we must g0 with those barbar.
Pus creatures, with our bodies wounded and
bleeding, and our hearts no less than our
bodies. ~ About a mile we went that night,
up upon a hill within sight of the town,
where they intended to lodge. There was
hard by a vacant house, deserted by the En.
glish before, for fear of the Indians, I asked
them whether I might not lodge in that
house that night ? to which they answered,
what will you love Englishmen” still ? This
was the dolefulest night that ever my eyes
s2w.  Oh the roaring, singing, dancing, and
yelling of those black creatures in the night,
wkich made the pPlace 2 lively resemblance
of hell : And as miserable was the waste that
was there made, of horses, cattle, sheep,
swine, calves, lambs, roasting pigs, and fowls,
(which they had plundered in the town)
S0RE roasting, some frying and burning, and
some boyling, to feed cur merciless enemies ;
who were joyful ecough, though we were
disconsalate. ~ To add to the dolefulness of
the former day, and the dismalness of the
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present night, my thoughts ran upon my
Josses and sad bercaved condition. All was
gone, my husband gone, (at least scparated
from me, he being in the bay ; and to add to
my gricf, the Indians told me taey would
iali him as he came homeward) my chuldren
gone,. my relations and firends gone, ow
house and home, and all our comtorts with-
in door and without, all was gone, (except
my life) and ! knew not but the ncxt me-
ment that might go too.

There remained nothing to me but one
poor wounded babe, and 1t seemed at presen’
worse than death, that 1t was in such a pui-
ful condition, bespeaking compassion, and {
had no refreshing for it, nor suitable thing
to revive it. Little do many think, what 1s
the savageness and bruitishaess of this barbas-
ous enemy, cven those that seem to profzss
more than others among them, when the En.
glish have falleninto their hands.

Those seven that were killed at Lancaster
the summer before upona Sabbath day, aed
the one that was afterwards kiticd upon a
week day, were slain and mangled in 2 bare
barous manner, by oneeyed john and Mark
porough’s praying Indiazs, which Gapt
Mosely brought tu Boston, as ths Idiann
told me. : -

~
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THEZ SECOND REMovE.

But now (the next morning) T must turn
my back upon the town, and travel with
theminto the vast and desolate wilderness, I
know now whither. It is not my tongue
Or pen can express the sorrows of my heart,
and bitterness of my spirit, that I had at this
departure : But God was with me in 2 won-
derful manner, carrying me along, and bear-
ing up my spirit, that it did not quite fail.
One of the Indians carried my poor wound-
ed babe upon a horse ; it went moaning all
along, I shall die, I shall die. I went on foot
after it, with sorrow that cannot be exprest.
At length I took it off the horse, and carried
it in my arms, till my strength failed, and I
fell down with it. Then they set me upon
2 horse, with my wounded child in my lap,
and there being no furniture upon the horses
back, as we were going down a steep- hill,
we both fell over-the horses head, at which
they like inhuman creatures langhed, and
rejoieed to see it, though I thought we shouid
there have ended our days, as dvercome
witlr so many difficulties. Bat the Lord re.
newed my strength still, and carried me z.
Pong that I might see more of his Power, yea,
so much that I could never have thought of;
had I net experienced it. .
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After this it quickly began to snow, and
when night came on, they stoped : And now
down I must sit in the snow, by a lhittle fire,
and a few boughs behind me, with my sick
child in my lap, and calling much for water,
being now (through the wound) fallen into
a violent Fever. My own wound also grow-
ing so stiff, that I could scarce sit down or
rise up, yet so it must be, that I must sit all
this cold winter night, upon the cold snowy

ound, with my sickchild in my arms,
fooking that every hour would be the last of
its life ; and having no Christian friend near
me, either to comfort or help me. ©Ohl
may see the wonderful power of God, that
my spirit did not utterly sink under my af-
flictions ; still the Lord upheld me with his
gracious and merciful spirit, and we were
both alive to see the light of the next morza-
ing.

THE THIRD REMOVE.

The morning being come, they prepared
to go on their way : One of the Endians got
up upor a horse, and they sct me up behirnd
him, with my poor sick babe in my lap. A
very wearisome and tedious day 1 had of it 3
what with my own wound, and mychild
being so exceeding sick; and in & lamentable
condition with her wound, it might easly be-
judged what a poor fecble conditien we
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were in, there being not the least crumb of
refreshing that came within either of our
mouths from Wednesday night to Saturday
night, except only a little cold water. his
day in the afternoon, about an hour by sur,
we came to the place where they intended,
viz. an Indian town called Wenimesse:,
northward of Quabaug. When we werc
come, Oh the number of Pagans (e w mer-
ciless enemies) that there came about me,
that I may say as Dawid, Psal. 27. 18. [ jad
Jamnted, unless [ had believed, &c. The next
day was the Sabbath: Ithen remembered
how careless I had been of God’s holy time :
how many sabbaths I had lost and misspent,
and how evilly I had walked in God’s sight 5
which lay so close upon my spirit, that it
was easier for me to see how righteous it was
with God to cut off the thread of my life,
and cast me out of his presence for ever,
Yet the Lord still shewed mercy to me, and
helped me; and as he wounded me with
one hand, so he healed me with the other. ‘
* “Ehis day thére-came tome one Robert Pep- ‘
per, (2 man belonging to Roxbury,) who
i was taken at Capt. Beer’s fight ; and had
if.  been now a considerable time with the Ip..
' dians, and p with them almost as far as Al
i bany, to see King Philip, as he teld e, and
4" Wwas now very lately come with them inte
I these parts. Hearing I say, that I was in this
®  Indian town he obtzined leave to-come apd.
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seeme. He told me he himself was wound-
ed in the leg at Capt. Beer’s fight; and
was not able sometimes to go butas they
carried him, and that he took oak leaves and
laid to his wound, ard by the blessing of
God, he was able to travel again. Then I
took oak leaves and laid to my side, and
with the blessing of God, it cured me also ;
yet before the cure was wrought, 1 may say
3s it is in Psal. 8. 5, 6. My wounds stink and
are corrupt, I am troubled, Iam bowed down
greatly, 1go mourning all the day long. 1 sat
‘much alone with my poor wounded child
in my lap, which moaned night and day,
having nothing to revive the body, or cheer
the spirits of her ; but instead of that, one
Indian would come and tell me one hour,
your master will kneck your child onthe
head, and then a second, and then a third,
your master will quickly knock your chiid
on the head. )

This was the comfort I had from them;
miserable comforters were they all. Thus
nine days Isat upon my knees, with my
babe in my lap, till my flesh was raw again.
My child being even ready to depart this
sorrowful world, they bid me carry it cut to
another wigwam ; (I suppose because they
would not be troubled with such spectacles)
schither I went with a very heavy heart, and
down I sat with the picture of death in my
lap. About two hours in the night, my

’




14 CAPTIVITY axp DELIVERANCE )

sweet babe like 2 lamb departed this life, on
Feb. 18. 1675. it being about six vears and
five months old. It was nine days from the
first wounding, in this miserable condition,
without any refreshing of one nature or
other, except a little cold water, I cannot
but take notice how at another time I could
not bear to bein the room where any dead
person was, but now the case is changed ; I
must, and could lie down by my - dead babe
all the night after. I have thought since of
the wonderful goodness of God. to me, in
Preserving me so in the use of my reason and
senses, in that distressed time, that I did not
use wicked and violent means to end my
own miserable life. In the morning, when
they understood that my child was dead,
they sént for me home to my masters wig-
wam: (By my master in this writing, must,
be understood Qunnaopin, who was a sagga-
more. and married K. Philip’s wives sister ;
not that he first took me, but I was sold o
him by a Narraganset Indian, who took me
when I first came out of the garrison) [ went
to take up my dead child in my arms-to
carry it with me, but they bid me let it a.
lone: There was no resisting, but go I must
and leave it. When I had been a while
at my masters wigwam, I took the first op-
portunity I could get, to go look after my
dead child : When I came, I asked them
what they had done with it ? they told me

~
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it was upon the hill ; then they went and
shewed me where it was, where I saw the

round was newly digged, and where they
told me they had buried it ; there Ileft that
child in the wilderness, and, and must com-
mit it and myself also in this wilderness con-
dition, to him who is above all.  God having
taken away this dear child, I went tosee my
daughter Mary, who was at this same Indian
town, at a wigwam not very far off, though
we had little liberty or opportunity to see
one another ; she was about ten years old,
and taken from the door at first by a pray-
ing Indian, and afterward sold for a gun.
When i came in sight, she would fall ggweep-~
ing, at which they were provoked, and
would not let me come near her, but bid me
be gone ; which was a heart cutting word
to me. I had one child dead, another in the
wilderness, I knew not where, the third
they would not let me come near to; Me
(as he said) have ye bereaved of my children,
Foseph 1s not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take
Benyamin also, all these things are against me.
1 could not sit still in this condition, but
kept walking from one place to another.
And as I was going along, my heart was even
overwhelmed with the thoughts of my con-
dition, and that I sl.ould have children, and a
pation that I knew not, ruled over them.
Whereupon I earncstly intreated the Lord
that he would consider my low estate, and

g
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shew me a token for good, and if it were
his blessed will, some sign and hope of some
relief. And indeed quickly the Lordan-
swered, in some measure, My poeT praycr:
. For as I was going up and down mourning
and lamenting my condition, my son came
to me, and asked me how 1did? I had not
seen him before, since the destruction of the
town ; and I knew not where he was, till I
~ was informed by himself, that he was a-

mongst a smaller -parcel of Indians, whose
place was about six miles off, with tears in
his eyes, he asked me whether his sister Sa-
r1h was dead ? and told me he had seen his
sister #ary ; and prayed me, that I would
not be troubled in reference to himself.
The occasion of his coming to sce me at this
time was this : There was, as I said, about
six miles from us, a small plantation of In-
dians, where it seems he had been, during
his captivity ; and at this time, there were
somhe forces of the Indians gathered out of
our company, and some also from them, (a-
mongst whom was my sons mraster) to go
to assault and burn Mcdfield : In this time
of his masters absence, his dame brought
him to see me. 1took this to be some gra-
cious answer to my earnest and unfeigned
desire. 1he next day the Indians returned
from Medfield : (all the company, for those
that belonged to the other smaller compauny,
came through the town that now we were

w
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at) but before they came to us, oh the out-
rageous roaring and hooping that there
was ! they began their din about a mile be-
fore they came to us. By their noisc and
hooping they significd how many they had
destroyed (which was at that time twenty
three) those that were with us at home,
were gathered together as soon as they heard
the hooping, and every time that the othe
went over their number, these at home gave
a shout, that the very earth rang agiin.
And thus they centinucd till these that had
been upon the expedition were come up <)
the Saggamor’s wWigwain ; and ther, gl the
hideous, insulting and triumphing th ere
was over some English mens scalps, that they
had taken (as their manner is) and brought
with them. Icannot but take notice of the
wonderful mercy of God to me in those af-
flictions, in sending me 2 bible : One of the
Indians that came from Medfield fight, and
had brought some plunder, came to me, and
a.ked me1if I would have a bible, he had got
ore 1n his basket, I was glad of it, and asked
him it he thought the Indians would let me
yead ? he answered yes? so 'l took the bible,
and ia that melancholy time it came into Wy
mind to read first the 28th, Chap. of Deute-
ronomy, which 1 did, and when 1 had read it,
my duk heat wrought on this man-
acr, that there was no mercy for me, that
the biessings were gone, and the curses
M
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came in their room,and that I had lost my
opportunity. But the Lord helped me still
<0 go on reading, till I came to chap. 30. the
seven first verses ; where 1 found there was
mercy promised again, if we would return
to him, by repentance ; and though we were
scattered from one end of the earth to the
other, yet the Lord would gather us togeth-
er, and turn all those curses upon our ene-
mises. I do not desire to live to forget this
scripture, and what comfort it was to me.
Now the Indians began to talk of remov-
i ; from this place, some one way, and some
anoger. Thcre werc now besides myself
nin glish captives in this place, (all of
them children except one woman) I got an
opportunity to go and take my leave of
them ; they being to go one way, and I an-
other. I asked them whether they were
carnest with God for deliverance, they all
told me they did as they were able, and it
was some comfort to me, that the Lord stir.
red vp chiidren to lock to him. The wom.
au, viz good wife Joslin, to'd me, she should
never see me again, and that she could find
in her heait to run away : T desired her not
to run away by any means, for we were near
thiity mules from aay Lnglish town, and she
very vig with chiid, having but one week to
reckon ; and another child in her arms two
years old, a: & Bad rivers there were to go
over, and we w272 fozhle with our podrand
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coarsc entertainment. I had my bible with
me, | pulled it out, and asked her whether she
‘would read; we opened the bible, and lighted
on Psal. 27. in which psalm we especially
took notice of that verse, Wait onthe Lord, be
of good courage, and be shall strengthen thine
beart, wait 1 say onthe Lord.

TiE FOURTH RIMOVE.

And now must Ipart with that littie
company that I had. Here I parted from
my daughter Mary, (whom 1 mever saw a-
gain till T saw_her in Dorchester, :Qmed
from captivity) and from four hitle usine
and neighbors, some of which I never saw
afterward, the Lord only knews the end of
them. Among them aiso Was that poor wo-
man before mentioned, who came to2 sad
end, as some of the company told me in my
travel : She having much gricf upon her
Spirits, about her miserable condition, being
so near her time, she would be often asking
the Indians to let her go home; they rot be-
ing willing to that, and yet vexed with her
importunity, gathered a great company to-
gether about her, and striped her naked, and
set her in the midst of them ; and when
they had sung and danced zbout her (in their
hellish manner) as long as they pleased, they
knocked her on the head, and the child in
her arms with her : When they had dore




20 CAPTIVITY axp DELIVERANCE

that, they made a fire and put them both in-
to it, and told the other childien that were
with them, that if they attempted to go
home, they would serve them in like man-
ner. The children said she did not shed one
tear, but prayed all the while. But to retura
to my own journey : We travelled about
half a day or alittle more, and came to a des-
olate place in the wilderness, where there
were no wigwams or inhabitants before :
We came about the middle of the afternoon
to this place; cold, wet, snowy, hungry, and
weary, and no refreshing (for man) but the
cold gmpund to sit on, and our poor Indian
cheex'

Heart acheing thoughts here I had about
my poor children, who were scattered up and
down among the wild beasts of the forest :
By head was light and dissy, (cither through
husger or hard lodging, or trouble, or alto-
gether) my knees feeble, my body raw by
sitting double night and day, that I cannot
€xpress to man, the affliction that lay upon
my spirit, but the Lord helped me at that
time to express it to himself. I opened my
bible to read, and the Lord brought that
precious scripture to me, Yer. 31.16. Thus
sasth the Lord, refram thy woce from weepsng,
and thine eyes from tears, for thy work shail be
rewarded, and they shall come agar from the
land of the enemy. This was a sweet ~ cordid

to me, when 1was ready to faint, many and -
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many a time have I sat down, and wept
sweetly over this scripture. At this place
we continued about four days.

THE FIFTH REMOVE.

The occasion (as I thought) of their mov-
ing at this time, was the Loglish Army’s be-
ing near and following them : For they wert
as if they had gone for their iives, fcr som
considerable way ; and then they made a
stop, and chose out some of their stoutest
men, and sent them back to hold the En-
glish Army in play whilst the rest escaped 3
and then like Jehu they marched on flirious
ly, with their old and young: Some carried
sheir old decriped mothers, some cacried ene
and some another. Four of them carried
a great Indian upon 2 bier ; but going through
a thick wood with him, they were hindered,
and could make no haste ; whereupon they
sook him upon their backs, and carried him
one at 2 time, till we came to Bacquag River.
Upon a Friday 2 little after npon we came
to this river : When all the company was
come up, and were gathered together, I
thought to count the number of them, but
they were so many, and being somewlhat in

motion, it was beyond my skiil. In this

sravel, because of my wound, 1 wag sonre-

what favored in my load : I carried onty my

kmittingwork, and two quarts;of pa ched.
M 2 .2
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meal : Being very faint, I asked my mistress
to give me one spoonful of the meal, but she
would not give me a taste. They quickly
fell to cutting dry trees, to make rafts to
carry them over the river, and soon my turn
came to go over. By the advantage of some
brush which they had laid upon the raft to
sit on, 1 did not wet my foot, (which many
of themselves at the other end were mid lcg
deep) which cannot but be acknowledged as
a favor of God to my weakened Body, it be-
ing avery cold time. I was not before ac-
quainted with such kind of doings, or dan-
gers. Whenthou passeth through the waters 1
will b6 with thee, and through the rivers they
shall not overflow thee. Isai. 43. 2. A certain
number of us got over the river that night,
but it was the night after the Sabbath befors
all the company was got over. On the Sat-
urday they boiled an old horse’s Leg (which
they had got) and so we drank of the broth,
as soon as they thought it was ready, and
‘when it was almost all gone, they filled it up
ain.
® The first week of my being among them;
1 hardly eat any thing : The second week I
found my stomach grew very faint for want
of something ; and yet it was very hard to
get down thewr filthy trash ; but the third
week (though I could think how formerly
my stomach would turn-against this or that,
and I could starve and dic before I could eat
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such things,) yet they were pleasant and sav-
ory to my taste. 1wasat this time knit-
ting a pair of white cotten stockings for my
mistress, and 1 had not yet wrought upon
the Sabbath Day : when the Sabbath came,
they bid me go to work 3 1 told them it was
Sabbath day and desired them to let me rest,
and told them I would do as much more to-
morrow ; to which they answered me, they
would break my face. And here I cannot
but take notice of the strange Providence of
God in preserving the heathen : They were
many hundreds, olc and young, some sick
and some lame, many had papooses at their
backs, the greatest number (at this time with
us) were Squaws, and they travelled withall
they had, bag and baggage, and yet they got
over this river aforesaid; and on Monday
they set their wigwams on fire, and away
they went ; on that very day came the En-
glish Army after them to this river, and saw
the smoak of their wigwams, and yet this
river put a stop to them. God did not give
them courage or activity to go over after us ;
we wercnot ready for so great a mercy as
victory and deliverance; if we had been,
God would have found out a way for the
English to have passed this River, as well as
for the Indians with their Squaws and chis
dren, and all their luggage. Oh that my peo-
ple had bearkened to me, and Israel bad walked
1n my ways, [ should son bave subdued therr
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enemies, and turned my hand against therr ad-
versaries. Psal, 81, 13, 14,

THE sIXTH REMOVE.

On Monday (as 1 said) they set their wig-
wams on fire, and went away. It was a cold
morning, and before us there was a great
brook with ice on it : Some waded through
it, up to the knees and higher, but others
went till they came to a beaver dam, and I
amongst them, where through the good
providence of God, I did not wet my foot,
I went along that day, mourning and lamer:1-
ing (leaving farther my own country, and
travelling farther into the vast and howling
wilderness) and I understood something ot
Lot’s wife’s temptation, when she looked
back : We came that day to a great swamp,
by the side of which we took up our ledging
that night.  When we came to the brow ot
¥ thehill that looked toward the swamp, I
thought we had come to 2 great Indian town. ‘
(Though there were none but our own com-
pany) the Indians were as thick as the trees ;
it seemed as if there had been a thousard
hatchets going at once : If one looked before
one, there was nothing but Indians, and be-
hind one, nothirg but Indians ; and so on
either hand: And I myself in the midst, and
no christian soul near me, and yet how hath
the Lord preserved me in safety ! Oh the

~ O
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experience that I have had of the goodness of
God to me and mine !

14E SEVFNTH REMOVE,

After a restless and hungry night there,
we had a wearisome time of it the next day.
The swamp by which we lay, was as it were
a deep dungeon, and an exceeding high and
steep hill befere it.  Before I got to the top
of the hill, I thought my heart and legs and
all would have broken, and failed me. What
through faintness and soreness of body, it
was a grievous day of travel to me. As we
went along, I saw a place where Engiish cat-
tle had been, that was comfort to me, such
as it was ; quickly after that we came to an
English path, which so took with me, that 1
thought I could there have freely lien dows
and died. That day, a little after noon, we
came to Squauheag, where the Indians quick-
ly spread themselves over the deserted English
fieids, gleaning what they could fird ; some
picked up ears of wheat, that were criackled
down, some found ears of Indian corn, some
found ground nuts, and others sheaves -of
wheat that were frozen together in the shodk,
and went to threshing of them out. Myself
got two ears of Irdian corn, and whilst I dtd
but turn my back, one of them was stelen
from me, which much troubled me. There
came an Indian to them at that time, with a2
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basket of horse liver ; I asked him to give
me a piece: What (says he) can you eat
borse liver? I told him I would try if he
would givemea piece, which he did; and 1
laid it on the coals to roast, but before it was
half ready, they got half of it away from me 5
S0 that I was forced to take the rest and eat it
as it was, with the blood about my mouth,
and yet a savory bit it was to me ; for to
the hungry soul every bitter thing is sweet.
A solemn sight me thought it was, to see
whole fields of wheat and Indian corn for-
saken and spoiled, and the. remainder of
them to be food for our merciless Enemies.

That night we had a mess of wheat for our
supper.

Toe prentH REMOVE.

On the merrow merning we must go o-
ver Connecticut river to meet with King Phil.
¥p; two canoes full they had carried over,
the next turn myself was to go ; but as my
foot was wpon the canoe to step in, there
Was a2 sudden outcry among them, and I
mGust step back ; and instead of going over the
river, I must go four or five miles up the riv.
er farther Northward. Some of the Indians
¥an one way, and some another. The cause of
this rout was, as | thought, their espytng some
English scouts, who were thereabouts. In this
#ravel up the river, about noon the company
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made a stop, and sat down, some to eat,
and others to rest them. As I sat amangst
them, musing on things past, my son Joseph
unexpectedly came to me : We asked of each
others welfare, bemoaning our doleful con-
dition, and the change that had come upon
us : We had husband, and father, and chil-
dren, and sisters, and friends, and relations,
and house, and home, and many comforts
of this life ; but now we might say as %,
naked came Iout of my mothers womb. and nak-
ed shall I return - The Lord gave, and the Lord
hath taken away, blessed be 1he name of the
Lord. 1asked him whether he would read ?
he told me, he earnestly desired it. Igave
him my bible, and he lighted upon that com.
fortable scripture, Psal. 118. 17, 18. I shall
not die, but live, and declare the works of the
Lord The Lord hath chastened me sore, yet be
bath not grven me over to death. Look here
mother (says he) did ynu read this ? And
here I may take occasion to meation one
principal ground of my sctting forth these
few lines, even as the psalmist says, to declare
the works of the Lord, and his wonderful
power in €irrying us a:ong, preserving us in
the wilderness, while under the enemies
hand, and returning of usin safety again;
and his goodness in bringing to my hand so
many comfortable and suitable scriptures in
my distress,
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But toreturn : We travelled on till night,
and in the morning we must go over the
river to Philip’s crew. When I was in the

canoe, I could not but be amazed at the nu-

merous crew of Pagans that were on the

bank on the other side. When I came a-

shore, they gathered all about me, I sitting

alone in the midst : I observed they asked
one another questions, and laughed, and re-
joiced over therr gains and victories. Then
my heart began to fail, and I fell a weeping ;
which was the first time, to my remems.
brance, that I wept before them 3 although I
had met with so much affliction, and my
heart was many times ready to break, yet
could I not shed one tear in their sight, but
rather had been all this while in a maze, and
like one astonished ; but now I may say as

Psal. 137. 1. By the rivers of Babylon, there
we sat down, yea, we wept, when we remember-
ed Zion. 'There one of them asked me, why
Fwept ? I could hardly tell what to say ;
yet I answered, they would kill me : No, said
he, none will hurt you, Lhen came one of
them, and gave me two spoonfuls of meal
(to comtort me) and another gave me half a
pnt of pease, which was more worth than
many bushels at another time. Then I went
to see King Philip ; he bid me comein, and
sit down ; and asked me whether I would
smokeit ? (a usual complemcnt now a days,
among Saints and Sinners) but this no way

~ W

o b AR o Sk haml P M




Or MARY ROWLANDSON. 29

suited me. For though I had formerly used
tobacco, yet I had left it ever since I was first
taken. It seems to be a bait, the devil lays
to make men lose their precious time. 1 re-
member with shame, how formerly, when I
had taken two or three pipes, I was present-
ly ready for another ; such a bewitching
thing it is: But I thank God, he has now
given me power OVTr it surely there are
many who may be better employed, than to
sit sucking a stinking tobacco pipe.

Now the Indians gather their Forces to go
against Northampton : Over night one went
about ycling and hooting to give notice of
the design. Whereupen they went to boiling
of ground nuts, and parching of corn. {as
many as had it) for their provision ; and in
the Morning away they went. During my
abode in this place, Philip spake to me to
make a shirt for his boy, which 1did ; for
which he gave me a shilling ; T offered the
“money to my master, but he bid me keep it,
and -ith it I bought a piece of horse flesh.
Afterward Le asked me to make a cap for
his boy, for which he invited me to dinner :
I went, and he gave me a pancake, about as
big as two fingers ; it was made of parched
wheat, beaten, and fryed in bears grease, but
I chought I never tasted pleasanter meat in
my life. There was a Squaw who gpake to
me to makc a shirt for her sannup; for
which she gave me a piece of bear. . Anoth-
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er asked me to knit a pair of stockings, for
which she gave me a quart of pease. I boil-
ed my pease and bear together, and invited
my master and mistress to dinner ; but the
proud gossip, because I served them both in
one disk, would eat nothing, except one bit
that he gave her upog the point of his knife,
Hearing that my son was come to this place,
I went to see him, and found him lying flat
upon the ground ; Iasked him how he could
sleep so ? he answered me, that he was not
asleep, but at prayer; and that he lay so,
that they might not observe what he was do-
mg. Ipray God he may remember these
things now he is returned in safety. At this
place, (the Sun now getting higher) what
with the beams and heat of the Sun, and the
smoke of the wigwams, I thought I should
have been blind. ™ I could scarce discern one
wigwam from another. There was here one
Mary 1hurston of Medfield, who seeing how
it was with me, lent me a hat to wear ; but
as soon as I was gone, the Squaw who own-
ed that Mary Thurston, came running after
me, and got it away again. Here was a
Squaw, who gave me a spoonful of meal, I
put it in my pocket to keep it safe, yet not-
withstanding somebody stole it, but put five
Indian corps in the room of it 5 which corns
were the greatest provision 1 had in my trav.
el for one day.
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The Indians returning from Northamp-
ton, brought with them some horses, and
sheep, and other things which they had tak.
en ; I desired them that they would carry
me to Albany upon one of those horses, and
sell me for powder ; for so they had some-
times discoursed. 1 was utterly hopeless of
getting home on foot, the way that 1 came.
I could hardiy bear to think of the many
weary steps I had taken, to come to this
place.

THE NINTH REMOVE.

But instead of going either to Albany or
homeward we must go five miles up the riv-
er, and then go overit. Here we abode a
while. Here lived a sorry Indian, who spake
to me to make him a shirt, when [ had done
it, he would pay me nothing for it. But he
living by the river side, where I often went
to fetch water,I would often be putting of
him in mind, and calling for my pay ; at
last he told me, if I would make another
shirt for a papoos not yet born, he would
give me a knife, which he €id, when I had
done it. Icarried theknife in, and my mas-
ter asked me to give it him, and I was not
alittle glad that I had any thing that they
would accept of, and be pleased with. When
we were at this place, my master’s maid came
home ; she had been gone three weeks nto
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the Narraganset country to fetch corn, where
they had stored up some in the ground :
She brought home about a peck and a half
of corn.  This was about the time that their
great captain (Naanants) was killed in the
Narraganset country.

My son being now about a mile from me,
Fasked liberty to go and see him, they bid me
g0, and away I went ; but quickly lost my-
self, travelling over hills and through swamps,
and could not find the way to him. And
I cannot but admire at the wonderful power
and goodness of God to me, in that though
I'was gone from home, and met with all sorts
of Indians, and those 1 had no knowledge of,
and there being no christian soul near me,
yet not one of them offered the least imagin.
able miscarriage to me. I turned homeward
again, and met with my master, and he
shewed me the way to my son. When I
came to him, I found him, not well 5 and
withall he had a bile on his side, which much
troubled him : We bemoaned ore another a
while, as the Lord helped us, and then I re-
turned, again. When I was returned I
found myself as unsatisfied as I was be.
fore. 1 went up and down mourning and
lamenting, and my spirit was ready to sink,
with the thoughts of my poor children ; my
son was ill, and I could not but think of his
mournful looks, having no christian friend
near him, to do any office of love for him,
cither for soul or body. .And my poor girl,




Or MARY ROWLANDSON. 83

1 knew not where she was, nor whether she’

was sick, or well, or alive or dead. I repair-
ed under these thoughts to my bible, (my
great comforter in that time)and that scrip-
ture came to my hand, Cast thy burden upon
the Lord, and he shall sustainthee, Psal. 53, 22,

But I was fain to go and look after some-
thing to satisfy my hunger : And going a-
mong the wigwams, I went into one, and
there found a Squaw who shewed herself
very kind to me, and gave me a piece of
bear. I put it into my pocket, and came
home ; but could not find an opportunity to
broil it, for fear they should get it from me;
and there it lay all that day and night in my
stinking pocket. In the morning I went a-
gain to the same Squaw, who had a kettle of
ground nuts boiling : I asked her to let me

boil my piece of bear in her kettle, whieh

she did, and gave me some ground nuts to
eat with it, and I cannot but think how pleas-
ant it was to me. I have sometimes seen bear
baked handsomely amongst the English, and
some liked it, but the thoughts that it was
bear, made me tremble : But now that was
savory to me that one would think was en-
ough to turn the stomach of a brute crea-
ture. . ] N

One bitter cold day, I could find no room
0 sit down before the fre: I went out, and
could not tell what to do, but I weat into an.
other wigwam, where they were ako sittin -
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round the fire ; but the Squaw laid a skin for
me, and bid me sit down, and gave me some
ground nuts, and bid me come again ; and
told me they would buy me, if they were a.
ble ; and yet these were strangers to me that
I never knew before.,

THE TENTH REMOVE.

That day a small part of the company re-
moved about three quarters of a mile, intend-
ing farther the next day. When they came
to the place where they intended to lodge,
and had pitched their wigwams, being hun-
gry 1 went again back to the place we were
before at, to get something to eat ; being en-
gouraged by the Squaw’s kindness, who bid
me come again. When I was there, there
came 2n Indian te look after me ; who when
he had found me, kicked me all along. 1
went home and found venison roasting that
night, but they would not give me one bit
of it. Sometimes I met with favors, and
sometimes with nothing but frowns.

THE ELEVENTH REMOVE,

The nex day in the morning, they toek
their travel, intending a days Journey up the
tiver ; 1 took my load at my back, and
quickly we came to wade over a river, and
passed ever tiresome aad wearisome Hhills,
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One hill was so steep, that I was fain to creep
up upon my knees, and to hold by the twigs
and bushes to keep myself from falling
backward. My head also was so light that
I usually reeled as I went, but, Thope all those
wearisome steps that I have taken, are but
a forwarding of me to the heavenly rest. [
#now O Lord, that thy Fudgments are right and
that thou in fasthfulness bast affficted me, Psal.

119. 75.

THE TWELFTH REMOVE.

Ft was upon a Sabbath day morning, that
they prepared for their travel. This morn-
ing 1 asked my master whether he would sell
me to my husband ? he answered nux;
which did much rejoice my spirit. My mis-
tress, before we went, was gone to the buri-
al ofa papoos, and returning, she found
me sitting, and reading in my bible : She
snatched it hastily out of my hand, and
threw it out of doors ; Itan out and catched
it up, and put it in my pocket, and never let
her see it afterward. Then they packed up
their things to be gone, and gave mesny
load : Icomplained it was too hedvy, where-
upon she gave me aslap en the fage,"and bid
me be gone. 1 lifted up my heart te &ad;,

hoping that redemption was not faf off 3

and the rather becauge their inwdlency grow
worse and worse. - ST
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But the thoughts of my going homeward
(for so we bent our course) much cheered
my spirit, and made my burden seem light,
and almost nothing at all. But (to my a-
mazement and great perplexity) the scale
was soon turned ; for when we had gone a
little way, on 2 sudden my mistress gave
out, she would go no further, but turn
back again, and said I must go back again
with her, and she called her sannup, and
would have him go back also, but he would
not ; but said, he would go on, and come to
us again in three days. My spirit was upon
this (I confess) very impatient, and alnrost
outrageous. I thought I could as well have
died as went back. I cannot declare the
trouble that T was in about it ; but yet back
again I must go. As soon as I had an opperiu.
nity, I took my bible to read, and that qui.
eting Scripture came to my hand Pra/. 46.
10. Be still, and know that I am God. Which
stilled my spirit for the present ; buta sorc
time of trial I concluded I had to go through.
My master being gone, who seemed to me
the best friend that I had of an Indian, both
in cold and hunger, and quickly so it proved.
Down I sat, with my heart as full as it could
hold, and yet so hungry, that I could not sit
neither : But going out to see what Icould
find, and walking among the trees, I found
six acorns and two chesnuts, which were
some.refreshment to me.. Toward night i
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gathered me some sticks for my own com-
fort, that I might notlye cold : But when
we came to lye down, they bid me go out,
and lye somewhere else, for they had compa-
ny (they said) come in more than their own
1 told them I could not tell where to go, they
bid me go look : I told them, if I went to an-
other wigwam they would be angry, and
send me home again. Then one of the com-
pany drew his sword, and told me he would

run me through, if [ did not go presently.”

Then was | fain to stoop to this rude fellow,
and to goout in thenightl knew not
whither. Mine eyes have seen that fellow
afterwards walking up and down in Boston,
underthe appearance of a friendly Indian, and
several others of the like cut. 1 went to one
wigwam, and they told me they had no
room. Then I went to another, and they
said the same : At last an old Indian bid me
comne to him, and his Squaw gave me some
ground nuts ; she gave me also something to
lay under my head, and 2 good fire we had :
And through the good Providence of God,
I had a comfortable lodging that night. In
the morning another Indian bid me come at
night,and he would give me six ground nuts,

"which I did. We were at this place and

time about two miles from Connecticut Ziva
er. We wentin the morning (te gather
ground nuts) to the river, and went hack-a-
gain at pight, I went with a great load at
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my back, (for they when they went, though
but a little way, would carry all their trum.
pery with them)I told them the skin was off
my back, but I had no other comforting an-
swer from them than this, that it would be
no matter if my head were off too.

THE THIRTEENTH REMOVE.

Instead of going toward the bay, (which
was that I desired) I must go with them five
or six miles down the river, into a mighty
thicket of brush ; where we abode almost a
fortnight. Herc one asked me to make a
shirt for her papoos, for which she gave me
a mess of broth, which was thickened with
meal made of the bark of a tree; and to
make it the betrer, she had put into it about
a handful of pease, and a few roasted ground
nuts. I had not seen my son a pretty while
and bere was an Indian of whom I made en-
quiry after him, and asked him when he saw
him ? he answered me, that such a time his ﬁ
master roasted him, and that himself did

eat a piece of him as big as his two fin gers,
and that he was very good meat. But the
Lord upheld my spirit under this discourage.
ment ; and I considered their horrible addict-
edness to lying, and that there is not onc of
them that makes the least conscience of
speaking the truth,
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In this place, one cold night as I lay by the
fire, Iremoved a stick which kept the heat
from me, a Squaw moved it down again, at
which I looked up, and she threw a handful
of ashes in my eyes; I thought I should
have been quite blinded and never have seen
more ; but lying down, the water ran out
of my eyes, and carried the dirt with it, that
by the morning I recovered my sight again.
Yet upon this, and the like occasions, I hope
it is not too much to say with b, Have pity
upon me, have ity upon me, O ye my friends, for
the band of th Lord has touched me. And
here I cannot but remember how many times
sitting in theirff wigwams, and musing on
things past, I should suddeniy leap up and
run out, as if Jhad been at home, forgetting
where I was, and what my condition was:
But when I was without, and saw nothing
but wilderness, and woods, and a company
of barbarous heathen, my mind quick!y re-
turned to me, which made me think of that
spoken concerning Sampson, who said, I wi//
goout and shake myself as at other times, but
he wist not that the Lord was departed from
bun.

About this time, I began to think that all
my hopes of restoration would come to noth.
ing. 1 thought of the English army, and
hoped for their coming, and being retaken
by them, but that failed. 1 hoped to be car-
ried to Albany, as the Indians had discours-
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ed, but that failed also, 1 thought of being
sold to my husband, as my master spake;
but instead of that, my master himself was
gone, and 1 left behind, so that my spirit
was now quite ready to sink. I asked them
to let me go out and pick up some sticks,
that I might get alone, and pour out my
heart unto the Lord. Then also 1took my
bible to read, but I found no comfort here
neither; yet I can say, that in all my sor-
rows and afflictions, God did not leave me
to have any impatience work towards him-_
self, as if his ways were unrighteous; but I
knew that he laid upon me less than I de-
served. Afterwards, before this doleful time
ended with me, I was turning the leaves of
my bible, and the Lord brought to me some
scriptures which did a little revive me, as
that, Isa. 55. 8. For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways my wWays, saith
the Lord. And also that, Psal. 87. 5. Commit
thy way unto the Lord, trust also in him,and be
shall bring it to pass.

About this time they came yelping from
Hadley, having there killed three English
men, and brought one captive with them,
viz. Thomas Read. They all gathered about
the poor man, asking him many questions.
1 desired alsoto go and see him ; and when
I came, he was crying bitterly, supposing
they would guickly kill him. ‘Wherenpon
I asked one of them, whether they intenced
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to kill him, he answered me they would
not : He being a little cheered with that, I
asked him about the welfare of my husband,
he told me he saw him sucha time in the
bay, and he was well, but very melancholy.
By which I certainly understood (thoughl
suspected it before) that whatsoever the In-
dians told me respecting him, was vanity
and lies. Some of them told mc he was
dead, and they had killed him : Some said
he was married again, ard that the governor
wisked him to moarry, and told him heshould
have his choice, and that all persuaded him
I was dead. So like were these barbarous
creatures to him who was a lar from the
beginning.

As 1 was sitting once in the wigwam here,
Philip’s maid came in with the child in her
arms, and asked me to give her a piece of my
apron, to makea flap forit; Itold herl
would not ; then my mistress bid me give it,
but I still said no. The maid told me, if I
would not give her a piece, she would tear 2
picce off it : I told her'I would tear her coat,
then @ With that my mistress rises up, and
takes up a stick big enough to have killed
me, and struck at me with it, but I stept
out, ard she struck the stick into the mat of
the wigwam. But while she was pulling of
it out, I ran to the maid and gave her al my
wpron, and so that storm went over.

o
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Hearing tha my son was come to this
place, 1 went to see him, and told him his Fa-
ther was well, but very melancholy : He
told me he was as much grieved for his Fa-
ther, as for himself ; 1 wondered at his
speech, for I thought I had enough upon my
spirit, in reference to myself, to make me
mindless of my husband, and every one else,
they being safe among their friends. He
told me also, that a while before, his master,
( together with other Indians) were going to
the French for powder, but by the way the
Mohawks met with them, and killed four of
their company, which made the rest turn
back again; for which I desire that myself
and he may bless the Lord ; for it might
have been worse with him, had he been sold
to the French, than it proved to be in his re-
maining with the Indians.

1 went to see an English youth in this
place, one John Gilberd of Springfield. I
found him lying without doors upon the
ground ; I asked him how he did ? he told
me he was very sick of a flux with eating so
much blood. They had turned him out of
the wigwam, and with him an Indian Papoos,
almost dead, (whose parents had been killed)
in a bitter cold day without fire or cloaths :
The yourg man himself had nothing on but
his shirt and waistcoat. This sight was e-
nough to melt a heart of flint. There they
lay quivering in the cold, the youth round
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like a dog, the papoos stretched out with his
eyes and nose, and mouth full of dirr, and
yet alive, and groaning. Iadvised John to
go and get to some fire ; he told me he could
not stand, but I persuaded him still, lest he
should lye there and die. And with much
ado I got him to a fire, and went myself
home. As soon as I had got home, his mas-
ters daughter came after me, to know what
1 had done with the English man? 1 told her I
had got him to a fire in such a place. Now
had ¥ need to pray Paul’s Prayer, 2. Thess. 3.
2. That we may be delivered from unreasonable
and wicked men. For her satisfaction I went
along with her, and brought her to him ;
but before 1 got home again, it was noised a-
bout, that I was running away, and getting
the English youth along with me : That as
_soon as I came in, they began to rant and
domineer, asking me where 1 had been, and
what 1 had been doing? and saying they
would knock me on the head : 1told them1
had been seeing the English youth, and that
1 would not runaway. They told me I lied,
and getting up a hatchet, they came to me,
and said, they would knock me down if [
stired out again ; and so confired me to the
wigwam. Now may I say withhDavid. 2,
Sam. 24. 14, Iam in a great sirait. I 1keep
in, 1 must die with hunger ; and if 1 go out,
1 must be knocked on the head. This dis
tressed condition held that day, and half the
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next ; and then the Lord remembered me,
whose mercies are great. Then came an In-
dian to me with a pair of stockings which
were too big for him, and he would have me
ravel them out, and knit them fit for him.
1 shewed myself willing, and bid him ask my
mustress if I might go along with him alittle
way ? she said, yes, [ might ; but I was not
a little refreshed with that news, that I had
my liberty again. Then I went along with
him, and he gave me some roasted ground
nuts, which did again revive my feeble sto-
mach.

Being got out of her sight, I had time and
liberty again to look into my bible, which
was my guide by day, and my pillow by
night. Now that comfortable scripture pre-
sented itself to me, Ka: 45. 7. For a small
moment have I forsaken thee, but with great mer-
ctes wifl I gather thee. Thus the Lord carried
me along from one time to another, and
made good to me this precious promise, and
many others. Then my son came to see me,
and 1 asked his master tolet him stay a while
with me, that I might comb his head, and
look over him, for he was almeost overcome
with lice. He told me when I had done, that
he was very hungry, but I had nothing to re-
Hieve him but bid him go into the wigwams
as he went 2along, and sce if he could get any
thing among them. Which he did, and (it
seems) tarried a little to long, for his master
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was angry with him, and beat him, and then
sold him. Then he came running to tell me
he had a dew master, and that he had given
him some ground nuts already. Then I
went along with him to his new master,
who told me he loved him, and he should
not want. So his masger carried him away,
and I never saw him afterward, till I saw
him at Piscataqua in Portsmouth.

That night they bid me go out of the wig-
wam again : My mistress’s papoos was sick,
and it died that night; and there was onc
benefit in it, that there was more room. I
went to a wigwam, and they bid me come in,
and gave me a skin to lye upon, and a mess
of veniscn and ground nuts, which was a
choice dish among them. On the morrow
they buried the papoose ; and afterward,
both morning and evening, there came a
company to mourn 2nd howl with her:
though I confess I could not much condcle
with them. Many sorrowful eyes 1 had ia
this place ; often getting alone, like a crane o
a swallow, so did I chatter 5 I did mourn as a
dove, mine eyes fail wnth looking upward. O
Lord, Iam oppressed, undertake for me, Isai. 38,
14, I could tell the Lord as Hezekiah, ver. 8.
Remember now O Lord, I beseech thee,bow I have
walked bcfore thee i truth. Now had Itime
+0 examine all my ways : My conscience did
agtaccuse meof unrighteousness towards one
or other ; yet Isaw how in my walk with

c 2
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God, I had been a careless creature. As Da-
vid said, Agasmst 1hee and thee only have I sin-
zed. And | might say with the poor Publi-
can, God be merciful unto-me a sinner. Upon
the Sabbath days I could look upon the sur,
and think how people were going to the
house of God, to have their souls refreshed,
and then home, and their bodies also ; but 1
was destitute of both, and night say as the
poor Prodigal, He would fain have filled bhis
elley with the husks that the swine did eat, and
no man gave unto him, Luke, 15. 16. For I must
say with him, Father I have sinned against
Heaven, and in thy sight, ver. 21. 1remem-
bered how on the night before and after the
Sabbath, when my family was about me, and
zelations and neighbors with us ; we could
pray, and sing, and refresh our bodies with
the good creatures of God, and then have 2
comfortable bed to lye down on ; but instead
of all this, I had only a little swill for the
body, and then like a swine, must lye down
on the ground. Icannot express to man, the
sorrow that lay upon my spirit, the Lord
knows it. Yet that comfortable scripture
would often come to my mind, For a small
moment have Iforsaken thee, but with great mer-
gies will I gather-thees
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THE BOQURTEENTH REMOVE.

Now must we pack up and be gone from
this thicket, bending our course toward the
bay towns. 1 having nothing to eat by the
way this day, but a few crumbs of cake, that
an Indian gave my girl, the same day we
were taken. She gave it me and 1 put it in-
to my pocket : There it lay, till it was so
mouldy, (for want of good baking) that one
could not tell what it was made of ; it fell
all to crumbs,and grew so dry and hard, that
it was like little flints; and this refreshed
me many times, when I was ready to faint.
It was in my thoughts when I put itinto
my mouth, that if ever I returned, I would
tell the world, what a blessing the Lord gave
to such mean food. Aswe went along, they
killed a Deer, with a young one in her ;
they gave me a piece of the fawn, and 1t was
so young and tender, that one might eat
the bones as well as the flesh, and  yet I
thought it very good. When night came
on, we sat down; it rained, but they quickly
got up a bark wigwam, wherel lay. dry that
night, Ilooked out in the morning, and
many of them had hin in the rain all night,
1saw by their reaking. Thusthe Lord dealt
mercifolly with me many times, and I fared
better than many of them. In the merning
they took the blood of the decr, apd put it
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into the paunch, and so boiled it ; I could
eat nothing of that, though they eat it sweet.-
ly. And yet they were so nice in other

things, that when I had fetched water, and
had put the dish1I diped the water with, into
the kettle of water which I brought, they
would say they would knock me dewn for
they said it was a sluttish trick.

THE FIFTEENTH REMOVE.

We went on our travel. 1having got one
Handful of ground nuts, for my support that
day : they gave me my load, and I went on
cheerfully, (with the thoughts of going
homeward) having my burden more on my
back than my spirit. Wecame to Baquaug
river again that day, near which we abode 2
few days. Sometimes: one of them would
give me a pipe, another a little tobacco, an-
other a little salt, which I would change for
alittle victuals. I cannot but think what 2
wolfish appetite persons have'in a starving
condition; for many times when they gave
me that which was hot, I was so greedy, that
I should burn my mouth, that it would
trouble me hours after, and yet' I should
quickly do the same again. And after I was .
thoroughly hungry, I was never again satis.
fied. For though sometimes it fell out thst
I got enough, and did eat tili I could eat no:
more, yet I was as-unsatisfied as I was when:
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1 began. And now could I see that scrip-
ture verified, (there being many scriptures
that we do not take notice of, or understand
till we are afflicted) Muc. 6. 14. Thou shalt eat
and not be satisfied. Now might I see more
than ever before, the miseries that sin hath
brought upon us. Many times I should be
ready to run out against the heathen, but
that scripture would quiet me again, Amos, 3.
6. Shall sbere be evil in the aty, and the Lord
bath not done 1t ? 'L he Lord help me to make
a right improvement of his word, and that I
might learn that great lesson, Mic. 6. 8, 9.

He hath shewed thee, O man,what is good, and™ ~

what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do
qustly, and love mercy, and ’walk bumbly with
tby God ? Hear ye the rod, and who hath ap-
ponted at.

THE SIXTEENTH REMOVE.

We began this remove with wading oy
Baquaug river. The water was up to the
knees, and the stream very swift, and so
cold, that I thought it would have cut me in
sunder. 1 was so weak and feeble, thatl
reeled as 1 went along, and thought there 1
must end my days at last, after my bearing
and getting through so many difficulties.
The Indians stood laughing to see me stag-
gering along, but in my distress, the Lord
gave me Experience of the truth and good-
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ness of that promise, La. 43. 2. When thow
passest through the waters I will be with thee,
and through the rivers, they shall not overflow
thee. Then 1sat down to put on my stock-
ings and shoes, with the tears running down
my eyes, and many sorrowful thoughts in
my heart. But I got up to go aloag with
them. Quickly there came up to us an In-
dian, who informed them, that I must go to
Wachuset to my master, for there was a let-
ter come from the Council to the Sagga.
mores about redeeming the captives, and
that there would be another in fourteen days,
and that I must be there ready. My heart
was so heavy before, that I could scarce speak,
or go in the path ; and yet now so light that
I could run. My strength sceined to come
again, and to recruit my feeble knees, and
aching heart ; yet it pleased them to go but
one mile that night,and there we stayed
;&2 days. In that time came a company of

ians to us, near thirty, all on horseback,
My heart skiped within me, thinking they
had been English men at the first sight of
them : For they were dressed in English ap-
parel, with hats, white neckcloths, and sask.
es about their waists, and ribbonds upon their
shoulders : But whem they came near, there
was a vast difference between the lovely fa-
ces of christians, and the foul looks of those
heathens, which much damped my spirit a~
gain,
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THE SEVENTEENTH REMOVE.

A comfortable remove it was to me, bes
<ause of my hopes. 1hey gave me my pack,
and along we went cheerfully ; but quickly
my will proved more than my strength ; hav-
ing little or no refreshing, my strength fail.
ed, and my spirits were almost quite gone.
Now may I say as Dawid, Psal. 109. 22, 23,
24, I am poor and needy, and my beart s
wounded within me. I am gone like the shadow
when 1t dechneth : Iam tossed up and down
like the locust : My knees are weak through fast-
1ag, and my flesh faileth of fatness. At night
we came to an Indian town, and the Indians
sat down by a wigwam discoursing, but I
was almost spent, and could scarce speak. I
laid down my load, and went into the wig-
wam, and there sat an Indian boiling of hors-
es feet; (they being wont to eat the flesh
first,and when the feet were old and dried,
and they had nothing else, they would &:
off the fcet and use them) I asked him to
give me a little of his broth, or water they
were boiling in. He took a dish, and gave
me one spoonful of Samp, and bid me take as
much of the brath as I would. Then I put
some of the hot water to the samp, and
drank it up, and my spirit came again. He
gave me alsoa piece of the ruffe or ridding
of the small guts, and Ibroled it on the

- - -
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coals ; and now may I say with Yenarhan, see
-Ipray you how mine eyes are enlightened, because
1 tasted a lttle of this honey. 1 Sam. 14. 29.
Now is my spirit revived again; though
means be never so inconsiderable, yet if the
Lord bestow his blessing upon them, they
shall refresh both soul and body.

THE EIGHTEENTH REMOVE.

‘We took up our packs, and along we went.
But a wearisome day I had of it. As we
went along, | saw an English man stript nak-
ed, and laying dead upon the ground, but
knew not who it was. Then we came to
another Indian town, where we stayed all
night. In this town there were four En-

glish children, captives, and one of them my
own sister’s. Iwent to see how she did, and
she was well, considering her captive condi-
tion. I would have tarried that night with
h:i but they that owned her would not

sulfer it. Then 1 went to another wigwam,
where they were boiling corn and beans,
which was a lovely sight to see, but I could
not get a taste thereof. Then I went into
another wigwam, where there were two of
tte English children: 1he S8uaw was boil-
ing horses ieet, she cut me off a little piece,
and gave ore of the English children a piece
also. Beirg very hungry, I had quickly eat
up mine; but the child could not bite i, -
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1t was so tough and sinewy, but lay suck-
ing, gnawing, chewing and slabbering of it in
the mouth and hand, then I took it of the
child, and ate it myself, and savory it was to
my taste. Thatl may say as Job, Chap. 6. 7.
The things that my soul refused to touch, are as
my sorrowful meat. Thus the Lord made that
pleasant and refreshing, which another time
would have been an abomination. Then 1
went home to my mistress’ wigwam, and
they told me I disgraced my master with
begging, and if 1did so any more, they
would knock me on the head : 1 told them
they had as good do that, as starve me te
death, -

THE NINETEENTH REMOVE.

They said, when we went out, that we
must travel to Wachuset this day. But a
bitter weary day I had of it ; travelling now
three days together, without resting any
day between. At last, after many weary
steps, I saw Wachuset hills, but many miles
off. Then we came to a great swamp,
through which we traveiled up to the knees
in mud and water, which was heavy going
to one tired before. Being almost spent, 1
thought I should have sunk down at last, and
never get out ; but I may say as in Psal, 94.
18. When my foot shpped, thy mercy  Lord
beld me up. Gc;ng along, having indeed my
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life, but little spirit, Philip (who was in the-
company) came up, and took me by the hand,
and said, two weeks more, and you shall be

mistress again. 1 asked him if he spake

true ? he answered, yes, and quickly you
shall come to your master again, who had
been gone from us three weeks. After
many weary steps, we came to Wachuset,
where he was, and glad was I to see him.
He asked me when 1 washed me ? 1 told him

not this month ; then he fetched me some

water himself, and bid me wash,and gave

me the glass to sec how I looked, and bid his
Squaw give me something toeat. So she

gave me a mess of beans and meat, and a
little ground nut cake, I was wonderfully
revived with this favor shewed me. Psal.

106. 46. He made them also to be pitied of al.
those that carried them captives.

My master had three Squaws, living some-
times with one, and sometimes with another.
One, this old Squaw at whose wigwam I was,
and with whom my master had bcen those
three weeks, another was Wettimore, with
whqm I had lived and served all this while.
A severe and proud dame she was ; bestow-
ing every day in dressing herself near as
much time as any of the gentry of the land :
Powdering her hair, and painting her face,
going with her necklaces, with jewels in her
ears, and bracelets upon her hands. When
she bad dressed herself, her woirk was to
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make girdles of wampom and beads. The
third Squaw was a younger one, by whom
he had two papooses. By that time I was
refreshed by the old Squaw, Wettimore’s
maid came to call me home, at which I fell a
weeping. Then the old Squaw told me to
encourage me, that when 1 wanted victuals,
I should come to her, and that I should lye
in her wigwam. TlhenIwent with the maid,
and quickly I came back and lodged there.
The Squaw laid a Mat under me, and a good
rug over me; the first time that I had any
such kindness shewed me. I undeistond
that Wettimore thought, that if she should
let me go and serve with the old Squaw,
she should be in danger to loose not only
my service but the redemption pay also.
And I was not a little glad to hear this ; be-
ing by it raised in my hopes, that in God’s
due time, there would be an end of this sor-
rowful hour. Then came an Indian and asked
me to knit him three pair of stockings, for
which I had a hat, and a silk handkerchief.
Then another asked me to make her a shutt,
for which she gave me an apron.

Then came Tom and Peter with the second
letter from the counsel, about the captives.
Though they were Indians, I got them by
the hand, and burst out into tears ; my heart
was so full that 1 could not speak to them ;
buat recovering myself, I asked them hew
my husband did ? and all my friends and
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acquaintance ? they said they were well, but
very melancholy. They brought me two
biscuits, and a pound of tobacco. 7The to-
bacco I soon gave away : When it was all
gone, one asked me to give him 2 pipe of to-
bacco, I told him it was all gone ; then be-
gan he to rant and threaten; Itold him
when my husband came,  would give him
some : Hang him, rogue, (says he) I will
knock out his brains, if he comes here. And
then again in the same breath, they would
say, that if there should come an hundred
without guns, they would do them no hurt.
So unstable and like mad men they were.
So that fearing the worst, I durst not send to
my husband, though there were some
thoughts of his coming to redeem and fetck
me, not knowing what might follow; for
there was little more trust to them, than to
the master they served. When the letter
was come, the Saggamores met to consult a-
bout the captives, and called me to them, to
enquire how much my husband would give
to redeem me : When 1 came, I sat down a-
mong them,as [ was went to do,as their man-
ner is ; then they bid me stand up, and said
they were the General Court. ‘Lhey bid me
speak what I thought he would give. Now
knowing that all we had was destroyed by
the Indians, I was in a great strait. I thought
if I should speak of but a little, it would be
slighted, and hinder the matter ; if ofa great

-
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sum, 1 knew not where it would be procur-
ed; yet ata venture, I said twenty pounds,
yet desired them to take less ; but they
would not hear of that but sent that message
to Boston, that for twenty pounds I should
be redeemed. It was a praying Indian. that
wro.¢ their letter for them. ‘There wasan-
other praying Indian, who told me, that hc
had a brother that would not eat horse, his
conscience was so tender and scrupulous.
(though as large as hell, for the destruction
of poor christians) then he said he read tha*
scripture to him, 2. King. 6. 25. There wasa
famine in Samaria, and bebold they besizged it
until an asses bead was sold for fourscore pices of
silver, and the fourth part of a kab of doves
dung, for five pieces of silver. He expounded
this place to his brother, and shewed him tha
it was lawful to eat that in a famine, which
is not at another time. And now says he,
he will eat horse with any Indian of them all.
‘There was another praying Indian, who when
he had done all the mischief that he could,
betrayed his own Father into the Enghsh’s
hards, thereby to purchase his cwn life
Another praying Indun was at Sadsur;
fight, though as he deserved, he was after-
ward hanged for it. There was anothe
praying Indian so wicked and cruel; as to
wear a_string about his neck, strang witl:
christian fingers. Another praying Indian
wwhen they went to budbury fight, went with

- O
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them, and ius Squaw also with him, with
her papoos at her back : Before they went
to that f{ight, they got a company together
to Powaw : The manner was as followeth.
There was one that kneeled upon a deer
skin, with the company round him in a ring,
who kneeled, striking upon the ground with
their hands, and with sticks, and muttering
or humming with their mouths. Besides
him who kneeled in the ring, there also stood
one with a gun in his hand : Then he on the
deer skin made a speech, and all manifested
assent to it, and so they did many times to-
gether. Then they bid him with the gun go
out of the ring, which he did ; but when he
was out, they called him in again ; but he
seemed to make a stand : Then they called
the more earnestly, till he returned again.
Then they all sung. Then they gave him
two guns,. in each hand one, And so he on
the deer skin began again ; and at the end of
gvery sentence in his speaking, they. all
assented, humming-or muttering with their
mouths, and striking upon the ground with -
their hands. Then they bid him with the
two guss, go out of the ring again; which
-he did-a httle.way:, Then. they called him
in again, but he made a stand, so they called
-~him with greater-earnestness : But he stood
reeling and wavering, as if he knew mnot
whether he should stand or fall, or which.
way to-go, 'Then-they called him with ex.
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ceeding great vehemency, all of them, one
and another. After alittle while he turned
in, staggering as he went, with his arms
stretched out, in each hand a gun. As
soon as he came in, they all sung and rejoiced
exceedingly a while, and then ke upon the
deer skit made another speech, unto which
they all assented in a rejoicing manner ; and
so they ended their business, and forthwith
went to Sudbury fight. -

To my thinking, they went without any
scruple but that they should prosper, and
gain the victory. And they went out not
so rejoiceing, but they came home with
as great a victory. For they said they had
killed two Captains, and almost an hundred
med. Cne English man they brought ahve
with them, and he said it was too true, for
“they had made sad work at Sudbury ; as in-
deed itproved. Yet they came home with-
out that rejoiceing and triumphing over
their victory, which they were wont to shew
at other times: But rather like dogs, (as
they say) which have lost their ears. Yet 1
could not perceive that it was for their own
loss of men ; they said they lost not above
five orsix ; and I missed none, except in one
wigwam. When they went, they acted as
i the Devil had told them that they should
gain the victory ; and now they acted as if
the devil bad told them that they should
have 2 fall. Whethar it were so or no, 1
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cannot tell, but so it proved : For quickly
they began to fall, and so held on that sum.
mer, till they came to utter ruin. They
came home on a Sabbath day, and the Powaw
that knecled upon the Deer skin, came home
(I may say without any abuse) as black as the
Devil, When my master came home, he
came to me, and bid me make a shirt for his
Papoos of a holland laced pillowbeer. A-
bout that time there came an Indian to me,
and bid me come to his wigwam at night,and
he would give me some pork and ground-
nuts. Which I did, and as | was eating, an-
other Indian said to me, he seems to be your
good friend, but he killed two English mcn
at Sudbury, and there lye their cloaths be-
hind you ; Ilooked behind me, ard there I
saw bloody cloaths, with bullet holes ir
them ; 'yet the Lord suffered not this wretch
to do me any hurt. Yea,instead of that, he
many times refreshed me : Five or six times
-tdi& he and his Squaw refresh my feeble car-
cass. If I went to their wigwam at any time,
they would always give me something, aad
yet they were strangers that I never saw be-
fore. Another Squaw gave me a picce of
fresh pork, and a little salt with it, ardlent
me her fryingpan to fry it ; and I cannot but
remember what a sweet, pleasant and de-
lightful relish that bit had to me, to this day.
So little do we prize common mercics, when
we have them to-ths full.-
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THE TWENTIETH REMOVE,

It was their usual manner to remove, -
when they had done any mischief, lest they
should be found out ; ard so they did at this
time. We went about three or four miles,
and there they built a great wigwam, big
enough to hold an hundred Indians, which
they did 1n preparation toa great day of
dancing. *hey would now say amongst
themselves, that the governor would be so
angry for his loss at Sudbury, that he would
send no more about the captives, which made
me grieve and tremble. My sister being
not far from this place, and hearing that 1
was here, desired her master to let her come
and sece me, and he was willing to it, and
would go with her ; but she being ready
first, told Lim she would go before, and was
come within a mile or two of the place: Then
he overtook her, and began to rant as if he
had been mad, and made her go back again
in the rain; so that I never saw her till I
saw her in Charlestown. bBut the Lord re-
quited many of their ill doings, for this In-
dian, her master, was hanged afterward at
Boston. They began now to come from all
quarters, against their ‘nerry dancing day :
Amongst some of them came one good wife
Kettle : I told her my heart was so heavy that
it was ready to break : So is minc tao, said
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she, but yet Thope we shall hear some gocd
news shortly. I could hear how earnestly
my sister desired to see mc, and I earnestly
desired to see her ; yet neither of us could
get an opportunity. My daughter was now
but about a mile off ; and I had not scen her
in nine or ten weeks, as I had not seen my
sister since our first taking. I desired them
to let me go and see them, yea, lintreated,
begged and persuaded them to let me sce
my daughter ; and yet so hard warted were
they, that they would not suffer it. They
made use of their tyranical power whilst
they had it, but through the Lord’s wonder-
ful n.ercy, their time was now but short.
On a Sibbath day, the sun being about an
hour high in the afternoon, came Mr. John
Hoar, (the counsel permitting him and his
own forward spirit inclining him) together
with the two forementioned Indians, Tom
and Peter, with the third letter from the
Council. When they came near, I was a-
broad; they presently called me in, and bid
me sit down, and not stir, Then they catck-
ed up their gunsand away they ran,as if an
.enemy had been at hand, and the guns went
off apace. I manifested some great trouble,
and they asked me what was the matter ? I
told them 1 thought they had killed the En-
glish many(for they had in the mean time
told me ?ﬁat an English man was come) they
said no ; they shot over his horse, and
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under, and before his horse; and they

pushed him this way and that way, at their

pleasure, shewing what they could do.
Then they let them come to their wigwams.
I begged of them to let me see the English
man, but they would not ; but there was I

fain to sit their pleasure. When they had
talked their fill with him, they suffered me
to go to him. Weasked each other of our
welfare. and how my husband did, and all
my friends ? he told me they were all well,
and would be glad to see me. Among other
things which my husband sent me, there
came a pound of tobacco. which1 sold for
nine shillings in money : For many of them
for want of tobacco, smoked hemlock and
ground ivy. It was a great mistake in any
who thought I sent for tobacco, for through
the favor of God, that desire was overcome.
I now asked them, whether I'should go home
with Mr. Hoar? they answered no, one and
another of them; and it being late, we lay
down with that answer : In the morning
Mr. Hoar invited the Saggamores to dinner ;
but when we went to get it ready, we found
they had stolen the greatest part of the pro-
vision Mr. Hoar had brought. And we may
see the wonderful power of God, in that one
passage, in that when there wassuch a nume
ber of them together, and so greedy of a lit-
tle good food, and no English there but Mr.

Hoar and myself, that there they did not

knock us on the head, and take what we.
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had ; there being not only some provision,
but also trading cloth, a part of the twenty
pounds agreed upon : But instead of doing
us any mischief, they seemed to be ashamed
of the fact, and said it was Matchit Indians
that did it. Oh that we could believe that
there is nothing too hard for God! God
shewed his power over the Heathen in this,
as he did over the hungry lions, when Dan-
iel was cast into the den. Mr. Hoar called
them betime to dinner, but they eat but lit-
tle, they being so busy in dressing them-
selves and getting ready for their dance ;
which was carried on by eight of them, four
men ard four Squaws ; my master and mis-
tress being two. He was dressed in his hol-
land shirt, with great laces sewed at the tail
of it, he had his Silver buttons, his white
stockings, his garters hung round with shil.
Jings, and had girdles of wampom upon his
head and shoulders. She had a kersey coat,
covered with girdles of wampom from the
loins upward. Her arms from her elbows
to her hands, were covered with bracelets,
there were handfuls of Necklaces about her
neck, and several sorts of jewels in her ears.
She had fine red stockings, and white shoes,
her hair powdered and her face painted red,
that was always before black. And all the
dancers were after the same manner. There
were two other singing and knocking on a2
kettle for their music. 1lhey kept hopping
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up and down one after another, with a Lot-
tle of water in the midst, standing warm up-
on some embers, to drink of when they
were dry. They held on till it was almost
night, throwing out wampom to the stand-
ers by. At night | asked them again, if I
should go home ? they all as one said no, ex-
cept my husband would come forme. When
we were lain down, my master went out of
the wigwam, and by and by sent in an In-
dian, called James the Printer, who told Mr.
Hoar, that my master would let me gn home
to morrow, if he would let him have one
pint liquor. ‘Then Mr, Hoar calied his own
Indians, Tom and Peter, and bid them all gn,
and see if he would promise it before them
three ; and if he would, he should have it,
which he did, and had it. Phihp smelirg
the business. called me to him, and asked n:e
what [ wouid give him. to tell me some good
news, and to speak a good word for me,
that I might go home to mourrow 71 told
him I could not tell what to give him, 1
would any thing 1 had,and a<ked b what
he would have ? He said two coeats, apd
twenty shullings in money, half a busn<l ef
szed corn, and sene tobacco. I thanked hing
for his love, buat [ knew that good news a;
well as that crafty fox. My master after
ke had his dunk, quidsly came ronting
into the wigwam again, and called for M.
Hoar, diinking o him, ard saving ke was 2
Q ¢
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good man, and then again he would say,
hang him rogue. Being almost drunk, he
would drink to him, and yet presently say he
should be hanged. Then he called for me ;
Itrembled to hear him, and yet I was fain to
g0 tohim ; and he drank to me, shewing
no incivility. He was the first Indian I sav
drunk, all the time I was among them. At
last his Squaw ran out, and he after her,
round the wigwam, with his money jingling
at his knees, but she escaped him 5 but hav-
ing an old Squaw he ran to her; and so
through the Lord’s mercy, we were no more
troubled with him that night. Yet I had
rot a comfortable nights rest ; for I think I
can say, 1 did not sleep for three nights to-
gether. The night before the letter came
from the council, I could not rest, I was so
full of fears and troubles 5 Yyea, at this time I
could not rest night nor day. The next
night I was overjoyed, Mr. Hoar being come,
and that with such good tidings. The third
night I was even swallowed up with the
thaughts of going home again, and that I
must leave my children behind me in the
wilderness ; so that sleep was now almost
departed from’mine eyes.

On Tussday morning they calied their
General Court (as they stiled it) to consult :
and determine, whether I should go home or
no. And they all seemingly consented that
I should, go, except Philip, ,who would pot
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But before I go any farther, I would take
leave to mention a few remarkable passages
of Providence, which I took special notice of
in my afflicted time.

1. Of the fair opportunity lost in the long
march, a little after the Fort fight, when our
English army was so numerous, and in pur-
suit of the enemy, and so near as to overtake
several and destroy them ; and the enemyin
such distress for food, that our men might
track them by their rooting in the earth for
ground nuts, whilst they were flying for their
lives; Isay that then our army should want
provision, and be forced to leave their pur-
suit, and return homeward, and the very
next week the enemy came upon our town,
like bears bereft of their whelps, or so manv
ravenous wolves, rending us and our lambs
to death. But what shall I say ? God seem.
ed to leave his people to themselves, and or-
dered all things for his own holy ends.  Shal/
there be evil in the city and the Lord hath not
done 1t 2 They are not grieved for the affictior-
of Foseph, therefore they shell go  captive,
with the first that go captive. It i the Tord':
doing, and it should be marvelicus 2 onr ~vosl

2.- 1 cannot but remember, how the In.
dians detided the slowness and dulness of the
English army in its setting'out. For after
the desolations at Lancaster and Medfield, as
I went along with them, they asked me when
I thought the English army would come af-
ter them? I told them I could not tell. k
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may be they may come in May, said they.
Fhus did they scoff at us, as if the English
would be a quarter of a year getting ready.

3. Which also I have hinted before, when
the English army with new supplies were
sent forth to pursue after the enemy, and
they understanding it, fled before them till
they came to Baquaug river, where they
forthwith went over safely ; that, that river
should be impassable to the English. 1 can
butadmireto see the wonderful providence
of God in preserving the heathen for farther
aiHlicticn to our poor country. 'l hey could
g0 in great numbers over, but the English
must <top : God had an overruling hand in
all those things.

4. It was thought, if their corn were cut
down, they would starve and die with hun.
ger ; and 2ll that could be found, was de-
stroyed, and they driven from that little
they had in store, into the woods, in the
midst of winter ; and yet how to admiration
did the Lord preserve them for his holy
ends, ard the destruction of many still a-
mong the English ! strangely did the Lord
provide for them, that 1 did not see (all the
time 1 was among them) one man, woman
or child die with hunger. “Lhough many
times they would eat that that a hog or a
dog would hardly touch; yet by that God
strengthened them to be a scourge to his
pecple.
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Their chief and commonest food was
ground nuts ; they eat also ruts, and acorns,
hartychoaks, lilly roots, ground beans, and
several other weeds and roots. that Iknow not.

They would pick up old bones, and cut
them in pieces at the joints, and if they were
full of worms and maggots, they would
scald them over the fire, tc make the vermine
come out, and then boil them, and drink up
the liquor, and then beat the great cnds of
them in a morter, and so eat the'n. They
would eat horses guts, and ears, and ail sorts
of wild birds which they couid catch : Also,
bear, venison, beavers, tortois, frogs, squir-
rels, dogs, skunks and rattlesnakes : Yea,t!

i
13
i
Y
k
2,
H
¢

he
very bark of trees ; besides all sorts of crea-
tures, and provision which they plundered
from the English. I can but stand in admi.
ration to see the wonderful power of.God,
in providing for such a vast number of our
enemies in the wilderness, wherc there was
nothing to be seen, but from hand to mouth.
Many times in a morning, the generality of
them, would eat up all they had, and yet
have some farther supply against they want-
ed. Itis said, Psal. 8i. 13, 14. Ch that my
people had hearkened s ne, and Lirael bad walk-
ed in my ways ; I sheuld soon hawve subdued thesr
enemes, and turned my band ageinst thes adwer
saries. But now our perverse and evil car-
tiages in the sight ¢ f the Lord, kave se of.
fended him, that instead of tureing his Land
Q2 .
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against them, the Lord feeds and nourishes
them up to be a scourge to the wholc land.
5. Another thing that I would observe is,
the strange providence of God in turning
things about when the Indians were at the
highest, and the English at the lowest. I
was with the enemy eleven weeks and five
days, and not one week passed without their
tury, and some desolation by fire and sword
upon one place or other. They mourned
for their own losses, yet triumphed and re-
joiced in their inhumane and devilish cruelty
to the English. They would boast much of
their victories ; saying, that in two hours
time, they had destroyed such a captain, and
his company in such a place ; and such a
captain and his company in sucha place:
And boast how many towns they had des-
troyed, and then scoff, and say, they had
done the.n a good turn, to send them to
Heaven so soon. Again, they would say,
this Summer they would knock all the rogues
on the head or drive them into the sea, or
make them flee the country ; thinking sure-
ty, Agag like, the bitterness of death is past.
Now the hcathen begin to think all is their
own ; and the poor christians hopes to
fail, (as to man) and now their eyes are more
to God, and their hearts sigh Heavenward,
and to say in good earnest, Help Lord or we
perish. When the Lord had brought his
people to this, that they saw no help in any
thing but himself, then he takes the quarrel

-~
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into his own had; and though they had
made a pit (in their own imaginations) as
deep as Hell for the christians that summer,
yet the Lord hurled themselvesintoit. And
the Lord had not so many ways before to
preserve them, but now ke hath as many to
destroy them.

But to return again to my going home ;
where we may see a rematkable change of
providence : At first they were all against it,
except my husband would come for me ; but
afterward they assented to it, ard sccmed to
rejoice in it : Some asking me tosend them
some bread, others some tobacco, others
shaking me by the hand, offering me a hood
and scarf to ride in : not one moving hand
or tongue against it. ‘Lhus hath the Lord
answered my poor desires, and the many
earnest requests of others put up unto God
for me. In my travels an Indian came to
me, and told me, if [ were wiiinz, he and his
Squaw would run away, and go home along
with me. I toldthem no; | was not wiling
to run away, but desired to wait God’s time,
that I might go home quietly, and without
fear. And now God hath granted me my
desire. O the wonderful power of God that
1 have seen, and the experiences thiat I have
had : I have been in the midst of those roat-
ing lions, and savage bears, that feared nei-
ther God, nor man, nor the devil, by night
and day, alone and in company ; sleeping all
sorts together, and yet not one of them ever
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offered the least abuse of unchastity to me, in
word or action. Though some are ready to
say, I speak it for my own credit ; bur
speak it in the presence of God and his glo-
ry. God’s power is as great now, as it was
to save Daniel in the lions den, or the three
children in the fiery furnace. I may weil say
as he, Psal. 170. 12. Ob grve thanks unio the
Lord for be 1s good, for his mercy endureth for-
ever. Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom
be hath redeemed from the bhand of the enemy :
Especially that Ishould come away in the
midst of so many hundreds of enemies, and
not a dog move his tongue. So I took my
leave of them, and in coming along, my heart
melted into tears more than all the while I
was with them, and 1 was almost swallowed
up with the thoughts that ever I should go
homeagain. About the suns goingdown, Mr.
Hoar, myself, and the two Indians, came to
Lancastor, and a solemn sight it was to me.
There had Ilived many comfortable years a-
mong my relations and neighbors ; and now
not one christian to be seen, nor one house
left standing. We went on to a farm house
that was yet standing where we lay all night;
and a comfortable lodging we had, though
nothing but straw tolye on. The Lord pre-
served us in safety that night, and raised us
up again in the morning, and carried us a-
long, that before noon we came to Concord.
Now was I full of joy, and yet not without
sorrow : Joy, to see such a lovely sight, so:

W D N ot M) o 2A e L o e o
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many christians together, and some of them
my neighbors: There I met with my broth.
er, and my brother in law, who asked me if
I knew where Lis wife was ? poor heart !
he had helped to bury her, and knew it not :
She being shot down by the house, was partly
burnt, so that those who wcre at Boston at
the desolation of the town, and came back
afterwards and buried the dead, did not know
her. Yet I was not without SOrrow, to
think how many were looking and longing,
and my own children among the rest, to
enjoy that deiiverance that | had now re-
ceived 3 and I did not know whether ever I
should see ticm again. Being recruited
with food and raimen?, we went to Boston
that day ; where I met with my husband,
but the thouzhts of our dear children, one
being dead, and tke other we could not tell
where, abated our comfort each in other. I
was not before so much hemed in by the
merciless and cruel heathen, but now as much
with pitiful, tender hearted and compassion-
ate christians. In that poor and beggarly
condition, I was received in, I was kindly
entertained in scveral houses: So much love
I received from several, (many of whom I
knew not) that I'am not capable to declare’it,
But the Lord knows them zll by names.
‘The Lord reward them seven fold into their
bosoms of his spirituals, for their temporals.
The twenty pounds, the price of my redemp-
tion, was raised by some Boston genilewoins
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en, and M. Usher, whose bounty and chari-
ty, I would not forget to m1ke mention of.
Then Mr. Thomas Shepard of Charlstown
received us into his house, where we contin-
ued eleven weeks ; and a father and mother
they were untous. And many more tender
hearted friends wec met with in that place.
We were now in the midst of love, yet not
without much and frequent heaviness of
heart, for our poor children, and other rela-
tions, who were still in affliction. The
week following, after my coming in, the
Governor and counscl sent to the Indians a.
gain, and that not without success ; for they
brought in my sister and good wife Kettle.
Their not knowing where our children were,
was a sore trial to us still ; and yet we were
not without secret hopes of secing them a-
gain. That which was dead lay heavier up-
on my spirit, than those which were alive a-
moeng the heathen ; thinking how it suffered
with its wounds, and 1 was not able to re-
lieve it ; and how it was buried by the hea-
then in the wilderness from among all chris-
tians. We were hurried up and down in
our thoughts, sometimes we should hear a
report that they were gone “this way, and
sometimes that ; and that they were come in,
in this place or that. We kept inquiring to
hear concerning them, but no certain news as
yet. About this time the council had order-
ed a day of publick Thanksgiuing, thoughl

thought I had still cause of mourning ; being

P T
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unsettled in our minds we thought we would
ride eastward, to see if we could hear any
thing concerning our children. Aswe were
riding along between Ipswich and Rawly, we
met with William Hubbard, who told us our
son Joseph, and my sisters son, were come in
to Major Waldren’s: I asked him how he
knew it ? he said the Major himself told him
s0.» So along we went till we came to New-
bury ; and their minister being absent, they
desired my husbantl to preach the Thanksgev-
ing for them ; but he was not willing to stay
there that night, but would go over to Salis.
bury, to hear farther, and come again in the
morning, which he did, and preached there
that day.

At night, when we had done, one came
and told him that his daughter was come in
at Providence : Here was mercy on both
hands. Now hath God fulfiiled that precious
scripture, which was such a comfort to me in
my distressed condition. When my heart
was ready to sink into the earth, and my
knees trembling under me, and I was walking
through the wvallcy of the shadow of death : Then
the Lord brought,and his now fulfilled that
reviving word unt» me, Thus saith the Lerd,
refrain thy wuce from weeping, and thy eyes from
tears, for thy work sball be rewarded, sath the
Lord, and they shall come again from the land of
the enemy. Now we were between them, the
one on the Lkas:, and tae other on the West;
our son being neaicst, we went to him first,
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to Portsmouth, where we met with him, and
with the Majoralso; who told us,he had done
what he could, but could not redeem him un-
der Seven pounds, which the good people
thereabouts were pleased to pay. The Lord
reward the Major, and all the rest, though

N unknown to me, for their labor of love. My
sisters son was redeemed for four pounds
which the council gave orders for the pay-
ment of. Having now received one of our
children, we hastened toward the other : go-
ing back through Newbury, my husband
preached there on the sabbath day, for which
they rewarded him manifold.

On Mondaywe came to Charlstown,where
we hLeard that the goverror of Khodeisland
had sent over for our daughter, to take care
of her, being now within his jurisdiction ;
which should not pass without our acknow!-
edgments. But she being nearer Rehobeth
than Rhodeisland, Mr. Newman went over
and took care of her,and brought her to his
own house. And the goodness of God was
admirable to us in our low estate, in that he
raised up passionate friends on every side,
when weshad nothing to recompence any or
their love. Lhe Indians were now gone that
way, tha: it was apprehended dangerous to
go 1o hir, but the carts which carried pro-
visien . the English army, being guarded,
brous” her with them to Dorchester, where
we :. . ved her safe ; blessed be the Lor#tur
it, for great is his power, and he can do what-
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soever seemeth him good. Her coming in,
was afterthis manner : She was travelling one

" day with the Indians, with her basket at her

back ; the company of Indians were got be.
fore her, and gone out of sight, all except
one Squaw : She followed the Squaw tilt
night, and then both of them lay down, hav-
ing nothing over them but the heavens, nor
under them but the earth. Thus she travel-
led three days together, having nothing to eat
or drink but water and green Hirtle berries.
At last they came into Providence, where she
was kindly entertained by several of that
town. The Indians often said, that I should
riever have her under twenty pounds, but
now the Lord hath brought her 1 upon free
cost, and given her to me the second time.
The Lord make us a blessing indeed, cach'to
others. Now have I seen that scripture also,
fulfilled, Deut. 0. 4, 7. If any of thine be driven
out to the utmost parts of Heaven, from thence
will the Lord thy God gather thee, ond from
thence will I fetch thee, Ard the Lord thy God
will put all these curses upon thire enemies, and
on them which hate thee, which persecated tiree.
Thus hath the Lord brought me and mise
out of that horrible pit, and hath set” uiin
the midst of tender hearted and compassion-
ate christians. This is the desire of my sout,
that we may walk worthy of the mercies re-
cei¥ed, and which we are receiving. -
" Our family being now gathered togethbet, -
the south church in Boston hired a house fog
R .
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us : then we removed from Mr. Shepard’s.
(thosc cordial friends) and went to Boston,
where we continued about three quarters of;
a.year: Still the Lord went along with us,,
and provided graciously. for us. 1 thought.
it some what strange to. set up house keeping
with bare walls, but as Solomon says, Money-
answersall things : And that we had through
the benevolence of christian friends, some in
this town, and some in that, and others;
and some from England, thatin alittle time
we might look and see the house furnished.
with love. ‘The Lord hath been exceeding:
good (0 us in our low estate, in that when
we.had ncither house nor home, nor other
necessalies, the Lord so moved the hearts of
! these and those towards us, that we wanted
neither food ner raiment for ourselves or
ours, Prov. 18. 24, Tlere 1s a friend tha:
sticketh closer than a brather.  And how many
such friends have we found, and now living
amongst ! and truely sucha friend have we
found him to be unto us, in whose house we
lived, viz. Mr. James Whitcomb, a friend
near hand, and afar off..

Ican remember the time, when I used te
sleep quietly without workings in my
thoughts, whole nights together ; but now

; itis atherwise with me. When all are fast
! about me, and no eye open, but his who ever
i waketh, my thoughts are upon tkings past,.
upon the awful dispensation of the Lord to.
wards us; upon his wonderful power and
might in carrying of us through in mant

-
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difficulties, in returning us in safety,ard suf
fering none to hurt us. I remember in the
night season how the other day I was in the
midst of thousands of enemies, and nothing
but death before me : It was then hard work
to persuade myself, that ever 1 should be sat,
isfied with bread again. But now we are fed
with the finest of the wheat, and (as | may
say) with honey out of the rock : Instead of
the husks, we had fatted calf: 1 he thoughts
of these things in the particulars of them, and”_
of the love and goodness of Ged towards us,
make it true of me, what David sa:d of hime
self, Psal. 6. 6. I water my couch with my tearss
Oh the wonderful power of God that mine
eyes have seen, affording matter enough for
my thoughts to run in, that when cthersare
sleeping mine eyes are weeping.

I have seen the extreme vanity of this.
world : One hour I have been in health, and.
wealth, wanting nothing, but the next hour
in sickness, and wounds, and death, haviag _
nothing but sorrow and affliction. Before L
knew whatafflicticn meant, 1 was ready some-
times to wish for it. When Ilived in pros-
perity, having the comferts of this world a-
bout me, my relations come, and ry heégrt
cheerful, and taking little care for any thing ;.
and yet seeing many who preferred before
myself under many trials and afflictions, in
sickness, weakness, poverty, losses, crosses,
and cares of the world, Ishould be sometimes;
jealous lest I should have my portion of this-
fife ; and that scripturc would come to &
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mind, Heb. 12. 6. For whom the Lord lsvetd (
"~ ke chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he
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receiveth, But now I see¢ the Lord had his
L Y ‘time to scourge and chasten me. The por-

f:“

tion of some is to have their affliction by

drops but the wine of astonishment, like 2

sweeping rain, that leaveth no food, did the

Lord prepareto bemy portion. Affliction I

- wanted, and affliction 1 had, full measure,

pressed down and runaing over : Yet I see

" when God calls a person to ever so many dif.

- Hculties, yet he isable to carry them through,

«+ . and make them say, they have been gainers

" thereby. And I hope I can say in some

| -~ measure, as Dawd, It is good for me that I have

- been afflicied. The Lord hath shewed me the

vanity of these outward things ; that they

‘are the vapity of vanities, and vexation of

spirit : ‘That they are buta shadow, a blast,

a2 bubb'e, and things of no cortinuance. If

troubk frem smaller matters begin to arise in

me, [ uave something at hand to check my-

self with, ard say, why am I ‘troubled ? It

< ~~was vua the other day, that if I had had the

. - _worid, I w-uld have given it for my freedom,

., "or to hav- Leen a servent to a christian. 1

. Pave learr. ! to look “beyond present and

smezller troudies, and to be quieted under

- them as Moses said, Exod. 14. 18, Stand st}
< and see the salvation of the Lerd.
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