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THE NEED OF THE AGE

E have a splendid humanitarian record. John
Wesley’s vision of the need of social reform was
infinitely ahead of that of his contemporaries, and
is ahead of many of our contemporaries also. We

believe in the Gospel of the Cross; we believe in the power of

the Cross to save the worst man living; we believe in the

Gospel of the Kingdom, the Gospel of a regenerated world,

the Gospel of the City of God. Our message was never more

needed than it is needed to-day. In this materialistic age we
see men wildly flying in every direction for spiritual comfort
and inspiration. We are plagued to-day with a crop of gim-
crack theosophies. All such systems indicate a heart-hunger
for the Gospel. Our age needs nothing more than the affirma-
tion of the Gospel message of the Cross on the onc hand, and
the affirmation of the message of the Kingdom on the other
hand. Why should we who know in whom we have believed
be afraid of the criticism of the savant, who is said to have
taken the virility out of our message of the Cross? Why
should we who believe in the crown rights of Jesus in this
world be afraid of the opposition of the world and gold as we
give out the message of the Kingdom? What Methodism

[ needs to-day, as the President told us at Conference, is more

{ | grace. The world is wrong; its measures are wrong; its

‘ methods are wrong; it is consumed with the ‘lusts of the

flesh, the lusts of the eye, and the pride of life.” Is the Church

'v infected with the world-spirit? This is the thing we have to

‘ fear.””—J. E. Rattenbury. )
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Dependable Workers

We have received so many letters recently in which refer-
ence is made to the character of our Leaguers at work, that
we are forced to the conclusion that many of them are not to be
depended on at all times. This is a source of weakness to the
League work involved. Many Presidents write that it is ex-
tremely hard to find young people to actually do what is
needed for a successful meeting. Everywhere the need is for
dependable workers, Whether in Sunday School, League, or
any other department of church work, people are in demand
who will assume duty cheerfully and perform it with unfailing
promptness and hearty readiness., We want steady young
people in all sections of the work, but not “steady” as the old
Irishwoman defined the word, She was asked by a man for
whom she did odd chores about a neighbor who had applied to
him for work. *Is he steady?” was the question, and her
reply was “Steady, is it? Sure, it he was any steadier, he'd
be dead.” Not such steadiness as that, but the kind that is not
easily discomfited nor turned aside because of the labor in-
volved. It were unwise not to recognize the difficulties inel-
dent to successful work, but more so ta look upon them as
insuperable. A superintendent of a plece of work told an
applicant for a position all the discouraging facts he could con-
cerning it. “Why did you do that?” asked a friend who heard
him. “I thought you wanted to get that young fellow.” "So
1 do," was the reply, “but I wanted to see it he had ‘sand’
enough. If he balks at a few difficulties he is not the man for
the place.” The same is true in all Christian work. Men and
women with grit enough to see the work through no matter
what the , are the kind we want, and such will never lack
employment or deplore failure. Success 1s surely theirs,

The True Snirit of Benevolence

A friend called on us lately and quietly placed $25 on the
office desk for our Sunday Schoool Ald and Extension Fund,
with the provision that his name was by no means to be men-
tioned in the matter. Hence, the gift has gone forward as
from a “friend.” We have no objection in the world to form-
ing the acquaintance of any number of such friends, but while
we honor and admire the motive in this casc we are not quite
so sure about the wisdom of he anonymity of the subscription.
We would like to include the donor's name in our report to the
General Treasurer, but that pleasure is denied us by the
scruples of our brother,

We believe that no giving should be ostentatious, but we
doubt if the Master's admonition, “Let not your left hand
know what your right hand doeth” was ever intended to
apply in such a case as the one under notice. Paul said that
be gloried in the readiness of certain of the Corinthian Chris-
tians, that he made it known to others, and that the zeal of
the givers had “stirred up very many.” There g a great con-
tagion in such good example, and the whole teaching of
2 Cor., 9th chapter, seems to emphasize it. The true spirit ot
giving is, of course, self-giving, and when the act of perfect self-
dedication has been made, nothing can be legitimately held
back. But it does not follow that all gifts for the glory of

God and the extension of His Kingdom should be made
privately or anonymously. There s inspiration in all good
deeds, and the giving of money is no exception. We would
like to publish a long list of subscribers to our General Sun-
day School work, and perhaps we ghall be able to make a start
before long. Meanwhile we hope that the spirit of love will
prompt to such acts of generosity on the part of many of our
friends, and whether their names are published or not, their
money will be gratefully recelved, wisely used, and cheir re-
ward will be none the less sure in heaven because their names
may not have been published on earth. Our own opinion I8
that they are entitled to recognition in both places.

Convention Time

During the next three months many of our District Con-
ventions will be held. They should be planned so as to min-
ister to the interests of the largest possible number. Hence a
careful examination of the work on the District should be
made. For this a systematic report of the proceedings of the
Executive during the year past should be glven, Local condi-
tions on the various circults may have materially affected the
Leagues thereon. Some Leagues may havé gone out of exist-
ence; others may be languishing, and progress may have been
marked in some. All these facts should be reported, and as
exact knowledge as possible be obtained of the real condition
of the District in all its sections and parts. There may be
some places where Socleties are not, yet ought to be, organized.
Examine these, and plan for a League wherever there are
young Methodists to be cultured in life and utilized in seryice
for God and their fellows. Make your Convention intensive in
its character. Too many are so diffuse in the nature of the
programme that they clinch nothing. Do not have many
speeches nor seek to cover the whole round of League possi-
bilities. Bmphasize essentlals. Your young people must learn
to plan their own work according to local needs and workers.
The Convention cannot send them home with notebocks stuffed
with ready-to-use plans for a whole year, but it ought to return
them to their Societles with a larger vision of League possibill-
ties and filled with determination to realize a fair measure of
these. The Convention that fails to deepen desire to achleve
in the actual life of the League, may have interested the dele-
gates for the time being; but the object of every Convention
should be not simply to entertain or interest as much as to
hearten, to instruct, to enthuse, and to send every delegate
back home, saying, not, “We have had a good time; Indeed, it
was lovely,” but “We must and we will, do more for God and
humanity than we ever have done This is business, the
King's business, and to carry it on in the King's name must be
our business continually. No Convention s ended when the
benediction is pr ed and the disperse. For
better or worse work every member goes back to the home
League, and the ultimate results are richer or poorer in pro-
portion as the Convention has gripped the mind with holy
desire and inspired the will to high endeavor. See to it, there-
fore, that your Convention carries with it a mighty message
rather than discusses mere methods, that it generates purpose
rather than presents plans, Plans and methods are necegsary;

« Better to work and fail, than to sleep one’s lifefaway.”
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but when is is laid on ical routine rather than
on propulsive power, the best results are not realized. To be
forever showing how to do things is surely not as effective
as to arouse the spirit to do things. The “I will" of the
Leaguer is of greater moment than “I know,” and without it
but little of permanent value is achieved. Make your Conven-
tion a centre of active force, energlzing every member and
glving the ablding conviction that there 18 no enterprise so
glorious as that to which our King calls us, that so high, so
noble, so honorable a work calls for our best thought, our
constant prayer, our sustained effort, and so shall you gend
every delegate home to become in turn a centre of influence in
rousing the local workers to increased endeavor to usher in the
glory of Christ’s universal and eternal reign. Such a Conven-
tion is worth while, and yours may be suci an one if you will
have it so.

Planning the Fall Campaign

1t you have not yet begun preparations for the autumn and
winter work of your League, the sooner you get seriously busy
the better it will be for both you and your Soclety. If you
are a President, see that a full meeting of the Executive is
called for as garly a date as possible. Revie ‘he operations of
each Deparpment. The summer has doubtless interfered ma-
terially with systematic or sustained activity, and your Com-
mittees have probably been inactive if not quite disorganized.
Now is the time to gather up the loose ends and to reunite all
in one concerted effort for larger and better achlevement.
Revise your roll. Interview personally everyone of your mem-
bers, and thus seek to arouse Interest and enkindle enthusiasm
in the work of the League. Do not postpone this, for a good
start in early fall is a great step toward a successful term.
Arrange for definite and personal service by your individual
members as well as for some general plam of effort by the
soclety as a whole. Vice-Presidents and Committee chairmen,
who are alert and enterprising, will systematically apportion
something actual and practical to their various members. Con-
sult your pastor. Co-operate with him in ministering to the
aged, the sick, the needy of every kind. Your League is not
in itself worth continued existence, and only as it is a means
of helping its members minister to others and extend the
Kingdom of Christ, Is it of real value. Plan, therefore, for
scmething more than meetings. Get your people busy, and
keep them so, in doing something for somebody, and above all
else in winning some other one to Christ and Christian ser-
vice, and your League will increase and grow in every way.

Enlist Early

We read recently of an ex-soldier in the Amerlcan Civil
War who, in conversation regarding its campaigns and his
connection therewith, said, with a regretful tone of voice:
“But 1 wasn't really a volunteer. When the President’s first
»all for men came, I refused to go. And even after the second
call was given, the company recruited from our town was
miles away before 1 decided to follow. I enlisted so late that
I really saw very little active service.” That word “late” tells
the story. Toc “late” to be of any practical help! The fight-
ing over before he reached the field of battle! The glory of
victory won, the honors gained, but he too “late” to share in
them! Little wonder his tone was one of regret!

How many are like this in the Lord's army! The fight 18
on, the call for volunteers is repeated, the days are passing,
but so many are holding back, They are needed, but do not
offer their services. Men and women spend life and energy
and possible powers of useful service on self and selfish pur-
poses, and if they enlist at all, do so too late to see very much
active service in fighting the King's battles. They come to the
help of the Lord against the mighty when the work is well-
nigh done. They may be in for the shout of victory at the
end, but they bear no scars of conflict, are marked by no
honorable proofs of personal encounter with the foe; they have
seen no real actual warfare on the field of strife, How can they
share in the glorious ecstasy of victory? Those only can truly
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sing the victor's song who have encountered the hardships of
the march, who have braved the difficulties of the field, who
know by personal experience something of what the hardly-
won conquest has cost. To enter into the complete rest of
the victory we musl know the bitterness of tie struggle by
which it was gained.

Our counsel to our young readers, therefore, is to enlist
early. The Lord needs all your working days, and every fight-
ing power yoa possess may be engaged for Him.  Recruits for
active service are being called for. On every hand are needed
men and women to wage War against the enemy. His deadly
forces of evil were never more aclive than now, and to over
come in the name of the Lord is the imperative obligation of
every soldier of the Cross. While the dew of youth is upon
you, win honorable scars in glorious warfare Lord
With zealous devotion go forth to holy and herolc enterprise
in HMis Name. Spend your life in the activities of His cam-
paigns against all sin and error, and at the close of life's brief
day there shall be no sorrowful regrets that you entered too
late to see much active serv {n the ranks of your Divine
Commander. When victory s celébrated, as it surely will be,
your highest reward will be that to the utmost of your fighting
gtrength you did your best and helped to win the day for your
Lord and King. Nothing eise can equal this reward, and 1ife-
long service is necesssary to attain it. Bnlist early, and fight
the good fight of faith, enduring hardness as good soldiers of
Jesus ‘Christ.

for your

Let Us Advance

There are now 1,884 Young People's Societies reported to
our General Board for the whole church. Exactly 1,700 of
these are Epworth Lergues or Junfor Leagues. The others
include the 83 Young .en's Clubs and 101 unnamed “other
Young People’s Societies,” There a 246 preaching-places in
our church, so that, allowing only one society to any congrega
tion, and many have several, it 13 easily seen that there are
two-thirds of our congregations without organized young peo
ple's work. The Sunday Schools, even if they were fully alive
to the needs and conducted to meet the requirements of our
young people, do not by any means cover the ground, for there
are still over 1,500 preaching-places without Methodist Sunday
Schools. Think for a few minutes what these facts mean
1,668 Methodist preac hing-places without Methodist Sunday
Schools! 3,362 Methodist congregations without organized
Epworth Leagues, Christian Endeavor or kindred socleties!
Surely there is still much, very much to do, The threadbare
objection that we are suffering from too much organization is
surely not true of the church as a whole. There are doubtless
places where an organized Sunday School is impossible; there
are other places where a Sunday School may be quite feasible,
bhut an Epworth League impracticable; but we do not believe
that there are as many of elther Sunday Schools or Young
People’s Societies as there might be or as there ought o he
And if something ought to be, and is no
sible for the lack. Who is it in this case? Is the whole church
alive to the supreme need of the Word of God in both heart
and life of the people? Do we appreciate childhood at its true
value? Are our young people rated at their real worth?
If so, there should be made wherever
preachers preach sermons for our teachers to teach and train,
and utilize the youth in the working forces of the Kingdom
of God. We want to see at least 4,000 Sunday Schools and 2,000
Bpworth League and kindred societies a year from now. These
figures are reasonable and easily within our reach. It shoula
be the business of every Chairman of District, of every Super-
intendent of Circuit, to see that in every pos ible place a Sun-
day School is started, and it should be the sacred duty of every
official in any way connected with the Epworth League to at
least try to secure the organization of a League wherever
there is a company of Methodist young people, and surely they
are almost everywhere, Shall we not settle down to a Cam-
paign of Organization as shall bring about the larger statistical
reports next year? Let us advance, and by all means gee that
you do your part in securing the desirable, yes, necessary,
increase.

gomeone is respon-

provision our

“You never do a good thing in your life without making an effort.”
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\ The Child and the Church

By Rev. George G. Webber,
Okotoks, Alta
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., { Coe's true? 1s this a
fair representation of the Church's atti
tude, t Church’s success in work
am oung? 1 think we will not
hav ong before we find there is
all truth in the statement. And
yet ould seem to be brighter

AND HE TOOK THEM IN HIS
hopes In this direction than ever before
The Church is being awakened to a sense
of the importance of the problems that

confront her in her attitude toward, and

her work among, the young. There is a
iveness on the question,
there is much hope.

child to
e and sad
1900 years of
hould be so
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Christian
little agreement
of opinion on this
the Church

uestion

seems 1o have

agreement We are all quite prepared
to acknowledge the salvation of all chil-
dren who have died, but are our views
so definite with regard to the relation
)f the normal living child to Jesus
Christ? It is of far greater importance
that we should have definite and ac
curate conceptions concerning the re
lation of living children, than that we
should have a restful theory of the state

departed
What has Jesus to say concerning the
child? The record of what Jesus said

directly to, or of, the child Is limited to
but a few verses In each of the gospels

ERA.

AND BLESSED THEM."
of Matthew, Mark and Luke,
teaching is most expressive and sug-
gestive. Probably the most representa
tive of that teaching may be found in
Mark 10: 1316, where the Evangelist
gives an account of the scene when some
parents, attracted to Jesus by some
unique charm, brought their little chil
dren into his presence, that he might give
them His blessing. The disciples so
completely failed to understand the spirit
and attitude of their Master that ‘“they
rebuked those that brought them.” Mark
tells us, “When Jesus saw it, he was

but that
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moved with indignation and said unto
them, Suffer the little children to come
unto Me, and forbid them not, for of
such is the Kingdom of God (to such be-
longeth the Kingdom of God, R.V.).
Verily 1 say unto you, whosoever shall
not receive the Kingdom of God as a lit-
tle child, he shall in no wise enter there-
in. And He took them in His arms, and
blessed them, laying His hands. upon
them.” The teaching here seems clear.
Jesus recognized the child as a member
of the Kingdom of God. To Nicodemus,
the ruler who came to Him by night,
Jesus said, “Ye must be born again.” To
the disciples he said, ept ye turn,
and become as little children, ye shall
in no wise enter into the Kingdom of
Heaven.” But of the little ones he sald,
“To such belongeth the Kingdom of
God.” Should we not willingly, yea
eagerly, accept the teaching of Jesus
on this question? His statement seems
clear and authoritative The ‘eaching
{s simple, and one cannot but wonder
that we have been so long in really dis
covering it. But the attitude of the
Church in the past seems to have been
to treat the child religiously as an adult
and lay an unwarrantable emphasis upon
conditions that, after all, were really
intended for the adult, not for the child.
An 1llustration of this may be found in
the hymns published in a collection in

tended specially for children and issued
in 1852, Let me quote one hymn, which
was entitled, “Motives to Early Plety.”

‘Almighty God, Thy piercing eye strikes
through the shades of night,

And our most secret actions lie all open
to Thy sight

There's not a sin that we commit, or

idle word we say,
Thy dreadful book ‘tis writ,
inst the judgment day

‘And must the crimes that I have done
be read and published theve?

Be all exposed before the sun, while men
and angels hear?

“Lord, at Thy feet ashamed 1 lie, up-
ward I dare not lool

Pardon my sins before I die, and blot

them from Thy book!"

Can we recognize this as a fair Inter
pretation of the attitude and teaching of
Jesus? [ think not. In fact, I think we
would be rather inclined to doubt that
such a conception of God's relation to
the young could hold any incentive to
early ple That is not the thought of
God that Jesus gave to the world, nor
the thought of Jesus concerning the re-
lation of the little childrén to His king:
dom. Jesus said that the child and the
childlike belong to the Kingdom of God

Just here we might say that this
teaching can hardly be taken to mean
that the Christian worker can stand at
the gates and claim. the new life in
masses by means of some magic or charm
Each child must be treated as an indi
vidual, and each representative of the
new generation must be retained for
the kingdom, greeted in the all prevail
ing me of Jesus, and brought up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord.
The point we wish to make clear here is
just this, the new life is to be claimed
for God and retained for the Kingdom.
As the late Horace Bushnell once said,
“What is the true idea of Christian edu-
cation? I answer in the following pro-
position, which it will be the aim of my
argument to establish, namely, That the
child is to grow up a Christian and never
know himself as being otherwise.”

Recognizing, then, the relation of the
child to the Church, what must needs be
the relation of the Church to the child?
How can the Church do her part to make
these ideals vital factors in the Church

“The love of goodness is to the child always the love of a good person.”
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of the future, and in the lives of the
children of the coming generations?
First and foremost, the Church must
teach the truth in such a way that the
thought and vision of parents will be
captivated by it. It is not the place of
the Church to usurp the place of the
home, but rather assist the home to
realize its highest ideals. The primary
obligation for the life of the child must
ever rest upon the home, and whatever
else the Church may do, she cannot
afford to neglect her duty to the home.
It 18 for the Church so to influence the
home that these homes shall become
Christian in very deed and truth; homes
where husband and wife have a personal
friendship with, and in, Jesus Christ;
homes where the family altar is main-
tained, not in mere form, but as a vital
part of a vigorous and healthy Chris-
tlan life; homes where the prevailing
atmosphere is decidedly and attractively
Christian, and in which children shall
come to interpret life as Christian life;
homes where the children shall

expenditare of mental and nervous
energy involved ? Is it mnot true that
much of our effort is mis-directed, or
rather non-directed ? If so, why ?

May it not be due in part to our mis-
conceptions concerning the place of the
child in the Kingdom of God? If so,
let us catch a vision of the truth as
Jesus unfolds it, and direct our efforts
in harmony therewith.

May not our lack of efficiency be due
in greater measure to our ignorance con-
cerning the child ? What do we really
know about the child, and the unfolding
of life in the child? Would it not be
worth while to direct more real attention
to this kind of study ? Would it be
worth while to have the subject of Re-
ligious Education and its special bearing
upon child-life upon the curriculum of
studies for ministerial students ? Would
it be out of place to have a chair in

1 P B h in con-
nection with our theological colleges,
where speclalists could instruct the fu-
ture ministers of the Church in the fun-

1 pr ples of child-nature, child

claimed for God from the first,
to God intelligently In Christian baptism,
and retained for, and in, the Kingdom of
God. This is primarily the function of
the Christian home, and it is the function
of the Church to make such homes actual.
With such homes and such results the
work of the Church, in as far as its
work for the child is concerned, becomes
supplementary, for s it not a fact that
no home, however good, is large enough
to develop all the faculties and exercise
the powers of life? Other agencies
are needed, and among these the Church
should be the most potent and persistent.
But, you may ask, what about the
children reared in non-Christian homes,
or the children reared in nominal Chris-
tian homes where the opportunities of
retaining the child have been lost
through neglect, or ignorance, or incom-
petence? This

development and religious nurture? Tea-
chers in our kindergarten schools, in our
public schools, and in our high schools
receive such instruction as is calculated
not only to inform them about the child
they are to teach, brt they are trained in
the best methods of imparting informa-

The Religion of

Such a subject is full of hard ques-
tions. How far are children sinful by
nature? Are they born in the Kingdom
of God? Do they all need to be converted?
Can such conversion take place gradu-
ually, unconsciously, imperceptibly? Must
there be in all cases a definite experience
of deliberate surrender to God—including
penitence and faith and pardon? What

ily
the problem and Increases the work.
For, while the Church cannot hope to
undo the mischief caused by the neglect
and failure of homes to be what they
should be, she finds her work not only
greater, but more difficult, where there
is the lack of home, and the absence of
true home influence upon the child-life.
It the children have been allowed to
stray away from the Kingdom, or are
brought up in almost total ignorance of
the reality of the Kingdom, then the
Church must set herself to the task of
winning them back to the Kingdom dur-
ing the years of childhood, and building
them up in the truth and life of the
Kingdom, belng careful always that the
religious life expeoted shall be the rells
gious life of the child and not of the
adult, It is the Churcl opportunity tc
take these young lives, lead them on and
up until the impulsive outgoings of their
young hearts are changed into deliberate
convictions, and into fixed purposes to
serve Christ forever,

It is a significant fact that to-day the
thought of the Christian world is turn-
ing, as never before, to childhood as one
of the key-positions in the whole cam-
paign of Christianity in the world. This
is a most hopeful sign. At the same
time it means that we must set our-
selves as never before to the most serious
consideration of the problems it presents.
We have our Sunday Schools, our Junior
Leagues, our Boys' Brigades, our Mission
Bands it may be, and our Methodist Dis-
cipline provides for Catechumen classes,
although most of us do not know it, or,
knowing it, fall to make any use of them,
The machinery of the Church would ap-
pear to be ample, and no one can deny
that much real good is being accom-
plished by these and kindred organiza-
tions. But are the results at all commen-
surate with the outlay of money, or the

ought to be the normal religious growth
of in a Christian home? Most of
these cannot be y an-
swered by any brief cut-and-drled for-
mulas.

In this relation we may recall cer-

tain wise words written by Dr.
W. Dale to his church at Carrs
lane nearly half a century ago. “An
eminent minister sometimes told his
people that the Christian church was
an institution intended to remove the
necessity of adult conversion; and there
can be no doubt that if we felt this more
deeply, our families would present a very
different aspect. Not that we should
want to see our children becoming prodi-
gles of infant plety; there is often, I fear,
a great deal of parental vanity as well
as of parental folly in the eagerness with
which extraordinary developments of re-
ligious experience in little children are
watched for, . The plety of a child,
it genuine, will be a childish plety; it
will have its worth and power in habits of
obedience, gentleness, self-sacrifice, and
truthfulness, The language of agonising
remorse for sin, or of such devotion as
only a Paul or a John can feel after years
of laborious service or trying persecution,
ought never to be expected from children,
and never encouraged, for it cannot be
genuine and natural.”

Many experienced Christian teachers
declare that children, as a rule, pass
through what may be called an “Old Testa-
ment” stage of education before they
reach thé “New Testament” stage. They
must be under the law before they are
fit to be under yrace. For schdolboys, for
instance, the religion of simple duty will
come first, and prepare the way for the
religion of faith end affection.

Quite recent writers on the psycho-
logy of religious—such as Starbuck and
Willlam James—have emphasized the
place of conversion in the religious life.

“The Church is the larger home, the home should
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tion and the leading out of the intelleo
tual life of the child. How much more
important tnat we who are called to be
ministers of the gospel to the young, as
well as to those who are older in years,
should have similar training that we
should be teachers indeed; teachers of
the young, and teacher-trainers for those
who are to take up this most important
work., The teacher of arithmetic and the
teacher of religion have to deal with the
same child, and the principles of develop-
ment in the one sphere are not so dif-
ferent from the principles of develop-
ment in the other that the need for this
training cannot be sald to exist. In
fact, if we are sincere in our contention
that the interests of the spiritual life,
and the formation of character are the
supreme interests of life, is there not
greater need for this training on the part
of those who seek to engage in that most
important work? Indeed, it would seem
that the Church, in some such way,
might more efficiently realize her mission
to the child, and her opportunity in re-
liglous education of that child. In any
case, the problem must be faced serious-
ly, and an adequate solution sought.
When we get the right point of view
and are thoroughly awake to the possi-
bilities of the hour, we will be in 2 bet-
ter way to discover the appropriate
methods.

Boys and Girls

They admit that such a conversion may
begin with the earliest dawn of conscious
choice, and develop with growing intel-
ligence. But they point to the years of
adolescence—between childhood and man-
hood—as the time when a personal rell-
glous decision is most commonly reached.
There are now awakened in the young “a
keener self-consclousness; a sense of per-
sonal duty and responsibility; an instinct
of altruism, subordination, sacrifice.”

There {s one supreme truth of the
Gospel which comes home most naturally
and most powerfully to the young—the
truth of Christ as our King. For the
young are still ignorant of those dark
and dreadful secrets of remorse, for which
only the Eternal Priest can give oleans-
ing and pardon. And the young are not
yet burdened with all the mystery of
existence which drives us to Ohrist as our
Prophet. But the thought of Christ as our
King can unseal those fountains of affec-
tion and loyalty and faith and imagina-
tion which lie so close beneath the sur-
face in young hearts, The essence of
Christianity is passionate, personal al
legiance to Christ, the King. And the
religion of boys and girls becomes simple
and normnal and natural and instinctive
when it expresses itself in humble, ar-
dent devotion to the Lord and Lover of
their souls, We talk sometimes about
the vanished age of chivalry. But the
age of chivalry is born afresh in each
youthful experience at the golden season,
when life's “April melts in May time.”
And that is the season when generous
young hearts grow brave to take the
solemn vow of self-dedication and self-
surrender to Jesus Christ—as He reveals
Himself in His awful beauty and majesty
as the King of Love.

Commonly we find that the health-
fest, happiest, most fruitful Christians are
those who gave themselves to God, with
hearts unspoiled and virginal, while they
had the dew of their youth. Here is the
testimony given by Elizabeth Fry during
her last illness: “I believe I can truly
say that since the age of seventeen I
have never waked from sleep, in sickness
or in health, by day or night, without
my first waking thought being how I
might best serve the Lord."—T. H. Dar
low, in British Weekly.

be the lesser Church.”
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gives us every inducement to use this
portion aright and promises us that it
we do so, we shall have _oundance. It
is not increase from without, as comes
when particle is added to particle and
the aggregate mass becomes great, but
it is rather increase from within by the
of life under healthy condi-

October Consecration Meeting
BY THE EDITOR.

Toric ¥or WEEK OF OcToBeR 2.—Autumn

Leaves. Ps, 1: 3; Jer. 17: §; lsa.
1: 30; 64: €
Moral lessons have frequently been

learned by observation of natural objects.
We saw that last month, and now we see
it again from another class of nature
studies. The Bible is replete with refer-
ences 1o the common things of the natural
world. The prophets in their day and
our Lord in His, made repeated references
to the grass and flowers, the rain and
snow, the birds and beasts; indeed, noth-
ing was too common nor too lowly to be
beneath notice or without meaning. The
glories of a Canadian forest in the early
autumn are surely fraught with lessons.
But of our Topic we must write.

In the Bible, leaves are used in several
ways. Three of these suggestive passages
are allotted for our study. Examine them,
reading Ps. 1: 3 and Jer. 17: 8 together;
then Isa. 1: 30 following, and lastly Isa.
64: 6.

You will notice that the first shows us
the perennial beauty of character and
fruitfulness of life of the man who is
faithful to God.

The second shows us a life sadly
blighted and prematurely destroyed as a
result of infidelity to God. 3

The third reminds us of the natural
way to live and to die.

In the three pictures you see a green
leaf, a blighted leaf, and a ripened leaf.

The first shows us maturity and abund-
ance; the second premature and un-
natural decay; while the third pictures to
us a beautiful and natural transition.

We can only suggest some important
lessons, e.g.,—the one unfailing source of
life is God. Our verse from Jeremiah
makes this plain. The chief characteris
tic of this man is godliness. iy trust
and hope are in God, le, the sum total
of all his desires is God. Note the figure
of roots,—spreading, watered, hence liv-
ing. ‘One must go beneath the surface to
find living springs of unfalling nourish-
ment; in other words, the soul cannot be
sustained in strength and productiveness
by a merely surface life. Growth and
fruitfulness are found only in the deep
things of God. If we make Him the sum
of all our soul's desire, He will feed ana
vitalize us at all times. All other fancled
sources of spiritual supply are vain, and
tend to drought, famine, poverty, wesak-
ness, decay, death. History, blography,
human experience,—all prove and illus-
trate that “blessed is the man who
maketh the Lord hie trust.” God's laws
are a way of life to tLem that keep them.
But the converse is equally true and dis-
obedience thereto is a cause and source
of wunnatural and unnecessary decay.
Read again Isa. 1: 30. An oak-tree leaf
withered. A man who should be strong
(oak) made weak and powerless through
the destructive forces of sin. What can
be more Pitiful? And many such are all
about us.

We have marked a girdled tree, and
know what it suggests—evil forces work-
ing from without to destroy and kill.
Such in human soclety is the salcon, the
gambling parlor, the house of shame, the
many baited traps of infamy that abound
to the destruction of youth.

We have seen a worm-eaten tree, and

are warned against evil agencles within.
Such in character and life are passion,
pride, dishonesty, lust, untruth, and a
myriad host of secret sins. Of these we
must be aware. They are none the less
deadly because ‘they may be hidden.
Against them we are warned to watch,
for their mischief is chiefly internal, and
the heart is the seat of their main
attack.

The third text shows us the first tree
passing through its natural transition,
and the seasonableness of it is very strik-
ing, and its beauty equally so. Such a
picture does a ripened and matured oid
age present,—a glorious autumntide in
human life. Nothing is more beautiful,
“a hoary head is a crown of glory when
it is found in the way of righteousness.
The lessons are suggestive, and to so
learn them that we may live in the Lora
and eventually die in the Lord, should be
our constraining desire, our main controll-
ing purpose.

Death, to those who have made the
Lord their trust, is not unseasonable or
untimely, and in hope of eternal spring-
time beyond, we may fall asleep only as
the acorn drops from the mother oak
to awaken to the larger life that opens
when winter is past and springtime re-
juvenescence bursts forth again. “Death
is swallowed up In victory.”

A Familiar Talk With Young
Christians

BY THE EDITOR.

Life is frequently spoken of as an
investment, and the Christian is refer-
red to as the investor. There is con-
siderable truth in this, but at best it is
but a partial truth. None of us is the
actual or sole possessor of anything.
We own nothing by inherent right of
possession, but only by the privilege and
responsibility of stewardehip. God is
the real Investor, and His investment
i in each one of us. When we speak of
glving God our time, our money, our
talents, our influence, we must not for
one moment think that any of these are
actually our own possessions. As a
Christian 1 have recognized and ac-
knowledged the fact of Divine owner-
ship and must equally consent to all
that is embodied in the right of Divine
Control. The question of questions
therefore, i& not, ** Can I depen.! on God
to use what I have given Him?" but
“Can God depend on me to use what
He has given me?"”

This is the heart of true consecration.
Life is a sublime trust which we each
hold by the Investment of God in us.
As an individual, T have a portion of
God’s infinite capital. 1 have this not
as my own, but to use for Him, for God
never gives simply that man may have,
and having, hoard for self-entichment.
He gives that man may give back again
through increase. All nature is in evi-
dence these glorious Harvest days. The
all-wise Providence sent the rain and
the sunshine, and the various forces of
the elements united to make growth
possible. The earth received the rain
and fairly reveled in the sunshine, but
only to give back again, and thousands
of ripened acres show how the wonder-
ful cireulatory process has been ever go-
ing on. So In the world within us. God
has distributed to each one of us a cer-
tain portion of His He

tions of growth.

Just a few things are necessary for
each one of us If God is to realize good
returns from His investment in us.

1. We must recognize that what we
have is ours only by His Paterual favor.

9. We must remember that what we
have is ours only to use ‘or His glorious
purpose.

3. We must be always conscious that
the time of such active use Is very
limited.

4, We must never for one moment
forget that He will ask of us an account
of our stewardship.

These points Will not make religion
gloomy or Christian gervice a Arudgery.
Rather will they give us a happy sense
of life’s dignity and nobility by showing
us the divine opportunity and privilege
which we enjoy. We shall rejoice that
we are in heavenly partnerchip with
God, and are members of the vast in-
numerable family of which Christ is the
Living Head.

One word of caution is necessary. We
must ever keep God's will anc glory in
view. The trouble with the prodigal
son was mainly that he made himself
rather than his father, the centre of
desire and of plan.  The little word
“me"” with a capital “M" was alto-
gether too prominent. Little wonder
that he came to beggary and want, for
selfishness is ever suicidal. The errant
boy, unwilling to live and labar under
the wholesome discipline of his father's
house, soon found himself an entire
stranger to the happy and ennobling
aseociations of his father's fellowship.
It is always so. If self becumes the
centre of life's thought and activity,
loss follows and the end is famine.

My simple message to you, therefore,
is, rejoice in the fact of God's invest-
ment in you, and see to it that you have
a goodly measure of increase to present
to Him at last.

The bands of union that bind you to-
gether in the Epworth League should
aid you greatly. * Consider one another
to provoke unto love and to good works.”
That is the main purpose of all Epworth
League latl The or fon
can never be an end in itself, but a
means to an end only. The “end” is
the glory of God in the triumph of
Christ’s Kingdom. The ‘‘ means” is
the co-operation of like-minded young

‘Christians in the great enterprise in-

volved. But, remember, you cannot do
God's work by proxy. You cannot dele-
gate to a committee what you yourself
should do. No committee can fulfil
your obligation to God or to yourself.
After all is said and done the “ I will"
or the “1 do " is supreme. ‘‘ Master, I
will follow thee whithersoever thou
goest.”” *I do always those things that
please Him." Everywhere and always
it 18 God and I. Others may help you, you
may help others; but no one can realize
for you what God expects of you, nor
can you realize for others what God ex-
pects of them. Ours is a call to work
with God, work that will eventuate in
more work here, and the ‘ well done "
of Heaven hereafter. See well to It,
that the investment which God has made
in you is not a failing one, but rather
that it brings Him good returns, and
trust Him to give you your full share of
the profit and the glory forever.

Let me pass on to you the beautiful
little poem of Joseph Addison Richards,
in which these thoughts of Divine
Ownership and Divine Control are rep-

d as

glorious results.

“Christ is either Lord of all or he is'not Lord at all.”
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He has been thinking of the profitless
toll of the disciples on the sea, and the
rich harvest gathered in from the nets
when Christ owns and controls all.
Here it is. Can you realize its beauty
for yourself?

“1 owned a little boat awhlle ago
And sailed a Morning Sea without a

fear,
And whither any breeze might fairly
ow
I'd steer the little craft afar or near.

Mine was the boat,
And mine the air,

And mine the sea,
Not mine, a care.

" My“::l?nt became my place of nightly

I salled at sunset to the fishing
ground,
At morn the boat was freighted with
the spoil
That my all-conquering work and skill
had found.

Mine was the boat,
And mine the net,

And mine the skill,
And power to get.

“‘ One day there passed along the silent

shore,
While I my net was casting in the sea,
A man, who spoke as never man before;
I followed him—new life begun in me.

Mine was the boat,

But His the voice,
And His the call,

Yet mine, the choice.

‘Ah, 'twas a fearful night out on the
ake,

And all my skill availed not at the
helm,

Till him u'nlaep I waken, crying, “Take,
Take Thou cor'mand, lest waters
overwhelm '

His was the boat,
And His the sea,

And His the peace
O’er all and me.

“Once from his boat he taught the
curious throng,
Then bade me let down nets out in
the sea; 2
I murmured, but obeyed. nor was it long
Before the catch amazed and humbled
me.

His was the boat,
And His the skill,

And His the catch,
And His, my will.”

John Wesley’s Maxims

1 have no time to be in a hurry,
God begins his work in children.
‘The best of all is, God is with
1 look upon the world as my parish.
I dare no more fret than curse or
swear.
IGo«l buries his workmen, but continues

s

1 save all I can and give all I can; that
is all I have.

Loyalty (to rulers) Is with me an
essential branch of religlon.

It is a happy thing if we can learn
obedience by the things which we suffer,

It is plain God sees it best for you fre-
quently to walk in a thorny path,

When 1 devoted to God my ease, my
time, my fortune, my life, I did not ex-
cept my reputation.

Be punctual. Whenever I am to go to
a place the first thing I do is to get
ready; then, what time remalns is my
own.

b B it S
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Working Training Class

The prayer meeting committee might
organize a worker's training for drill
in methods of prayer meeting work. The
gpirit of such a class should be one of
great seriousness, and much prayer should
be given over its labors, A wise and ex-
perlenced worker should lead the class
where the leaders for the coming meet-
ings should gather to discuss these ser-

ces.

‘Methods of leading as well as methods
of participating will be discussed. Differ-
ent kind of prayer meetings and their
fitness with the toples of the next few
meetings, different ways of obtaining
thoughts on the subject, the use of quota-
tions, the use of the Bible to illustrate
the subject, the telling of experience, per-
sonal testimony, the use of the hymn
book, how to open the meeting, how to
close the meeting—these are samples of
subjects that such a class might study.
—Amos R. Wells.

Things a Leader Should Do

—Insist on ventilation and pure air.
—Seat the audience for physical com-
fort. d
—Treat each meeting as a great occa-
slon.
—Arrange that even the weakest may

st.
—Think hard and pray much before
meeting time,

—Alm at strength rather than enter-
tainment in the programme.

—Endeavor to create a wholesome
spiritual atmosphere.

—Spring a surprise occasionally in the
manner of service.

—Study human nature and be tactful in
personal approach.

—Remember that a good meeting is the
Society's best advertisement.

—Judge a meeting by what it accom-
plishes rather than by set or formal rules
of routine.

—Cultivate an attractive manner as
well as seek for valuable and helpful
matter,

—Dismiss while the members-are in-
terested, and so send them away hungry
for a little more,

—Bear in mind that if the audience is
to be alert the platform must palpitate
with life.

by
those taking part rather than too much
quotation,

—Follow up each meeting through sys-
tematic committee work to ensure some
measure of permanent results.

—Expect that if he does his best to use
the meeting for the glory of God, the
promise of blessing stands secure, and
will be fulfilled.

Hammered Home

A nall stuck in a board is not of much
service when the big wind comes., To be
of service, it must be hammered home.
The board is then held tight to the stud,
supports it, and is supported by it. To do
its best work, the nail needed to be ham-
mered till it was all the way home.

Like the nails, a good idea is no use till
it 1s hammered home. Merely stuck on
the outside, it affects no one’s heart or
mind. What it needs I: hlnlnerln:—

haps the nail is a trifie blunt. A good
deal of hammering s sometimes neces-
sary.

But the nail will go home, and so will
the idea, if the hammering is kept up. A
heavy tap may start the nail wrong, and
injure the wood. It is quite as poss.:!:
to be maladroit in introducing even the
best idea. But care in the tapping—
gentleness of manner, respect, and sym-
glﬂay—lnd the good idea may be driven

ome.

Sometime -Somewhere

You gave on the way a pleasant smile,
And thought no more about it;

It cheered a life that was sad the while,
That might have been wrecked without

And so }or the smile and fruitage fair
You'll reap a crown sometimes—some-
where.

You spoke one day a cheering word,
And passed to other duties;
It warmed a heart, new promise stirred,
And painted a life with beauties.
And so for the word and its silent prayer
You'll reap a palm sometime—some-
where,

You lent a hand to a fallen one,
A life in kindness given;
It saved a soul when help was none,
And won a heart for heaven.
And so for the help you proffered there
You'll reap a joy sometime—some-
where.

The Sun in Other Windows

An old woman was busy in the single
room that formed her home—an upper
room with only a north window. Her
visitor commented sympathetically on the
lack of sunshine,

“You don’t get it any part of the day,”
she sald, “and you are shut away from
all view of the sunrise and sunsets.”

“Eh, ma'am, but it's a fine, wide win-
dow,” interposed the old woman eagerly.
“An’ it's a big bit of the sunrisin’s an’
sunsets 1 do be gettin', too—through
other folks' windows. Look there,
ma'am!"—and she pointed to a row of
houses across the street, “When the
sun comes up of a mornin', them windows
over there do be that rosy and shinin’
with it, T can tell well what kind of day
is comin’. An’ at evenin' them other ones
is all a glory of red, like fires would be
burnin’ in 'em. Oh, but my big window
s a comfort, and never fear but it gives
me & share of all that is doin’ in the
aklen

T it that can be glad in the sun-

glorifies other people’s win-

n though no ray but reflected

il its own, is indeed so sweet and

- nat it can scarcely miss “what Is

@ue m the skies.” But how many of us

se¢ (o the light that falls on other lives

only an added bitterness to the gloom of
our own!

Kindness and Truth

True worth 18 in being, not seeming;
In doing each day that goes by

Some little good thing—not in dreaming
Of great things to do by-and-by.

ha men say in their blindness,

careful and but
hammering.

Place the nail on the board, give it a
tap ever so adroit, stop there, and the re-
sult is valueless. One tap will not drive a
nail home, But a man strikes an idea one
tap, and then feels himself aggrieved be-
cause it did not do the work. Some boards
are thick, and some are hard, and per-

For
And spite of the fancies of youth,
There's nothing so kingly as kindness,
And nothing so royal as truth,

Have you sent in your new officers’
names and addresses yet? If not, do so
quickly, please.

“ A man may give without loving, but he cannot love without giving.”




208

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

THE FIELD
18 ‘
THE WORLD

Missionary Department

“ Pray, Study, Give."

THE SEED
s
THE WORD

September Missionary Meeting

SuBJECT FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 25:
“Our Missionary Responsibility.”
MarTER AssiGNEp For Stupy: Chapter 8,

“Our Share in China.”

** Remember that

h others,
and style, b

this splendid
uniform in size
dealing with differ-

Iy advise you on
nected with the Forward Movement
for Missions.”

The chapter under study for our meet-
ing gives a number of definite reasons
showing why the responsibility of our
church is great for the speedy evangeliza-
tion of West China. BEach of these rea-
sons might well be assigned to a separate
person for statement in the meeting.
They should treat the subject matter
something after the following order:

1. Deal with the permanency of Sze-
chwan as an important strategic centre.

Geographically it occupies a striking
and commanding situation, and must con-
tinue to do so always.

Commercially it is in a highly import-
ant relation to thousands of other citles,
towns, and villages, reached by the great
h]ldphwayu that stretch far out on every
side.

The positive need of the vast province
appeals to us. “Thousands of temples,
tens of thousands of priests, but no uplift,
no outlook, no vision of God, no passion
tor souls, no sacrifice for humanity.”

The accessibility of the people gives a
permanent value to the place and our
work in it. No objection is any longer
made to the prosecution of Christian mis-
slons, and our representatives are free to
go everywhere proclaiming the Gospel.

The division of the vast territory among
the Christian churches for evangelization
makes the responsibility for each for its
own sphere a distinctly individual one.
There can be no shifting of duty, no
shirking of work, no transference of ob-
ligation to another, for each church
knows its own task and is to be held
accountable therefor.

2. Outline our new field, for which as a
church we are directly responsible.

A wall map or an outline sketch on a
blackboard will be desirable here. Point
out the great Chengtu plain, with more
people living in it than there are in all
Canada. Show how this populace in-
cludes all classes and conditious, giving
rise to the need of a varled and competent
missionary force.

But there are other tribes of people liv-
ing all around about that need the Gospel,
and fully 14,000,000 souls have a right to
1ook to us for the Word of Life.

Conclude this portion of the study by
having some person read, or, better still,
recite the impressive paragraph found on
the upper half of p. 141—"A Magnificent
Challenge.”

3. The next contributor to the pro-
gramme may deal with the question of
ways and means, showing how our re
sponsibility is to be adequately met.

The work needs more helpers of varl-
ous kinds, Medical missionaries, evan-
gelists, pastors, teachers, craftsmen,
nurses; in short, men and women with
every conceivable quality, gift, and grace,
to meet the varying demands that arise
nont‘luullly, are needed to overtake the
work.

A great Union Christian University is
being erected, and as our young Cana-
dians may find suitable and satisfactory
training in any of our home colleges, 80
it is intended to provide similar educa-
rional facilities for all who desire them in
the far-away capital of Western China.

Many outstations are to be manned.
Some of them are cities as large as
Halifax, Hamilton, Ottawa, Vancouver,
Winnipeg, Toronto, and Montreal. Others,
though less populous, are important
centres in the thriving agricultural dis-
tricts. In all of them we should have a
station, but only in a few has the church
as yet been able to plant work.

The positive and pressing needs for a
greatly enlarged force and for much in-
creased financial support are easily seen.

4. The fourth person taking part may
well point out the wonderful promise for
the future that China gives.

The awakening of the natlon, its desire
for modern methods of all kinds, its
earnest enquiry for intellectual culture,
its sincere longing for a satisfying re-
ligion—these and other characteristics of
this great people all point to a brighter
and better day when the land shall shine
in the brightness of the Light of Life.

Close by having the last paragraph,
“China's Challenge,” read or recited to the
meeting.

OUR MISSIONARY RESPONSIBILITY.

In addition to the study of the toplc
(which relates wholly to China if you
confine yourself strictly to the textsbook),
it will be profitable to examine the ques-
tion of responsibility in some such way
as the following:

We are under responsibliity for mis-
sionary activity to—

1. God. From Him we have recelved
the measureless blessings of life, of His
revealed trath, of Christian privileges,
and because of our utter dependence on
His bounty and grace, we are under the
obligation of gratitude. This cannot be
expressed fully in words of thanksgiving
addressed directly to His ear, but should
call forth our praise before our fellow-
men. (Have some member read aloud the
145th Psalm.)

2. Our fellow men. Having what many
of them have not, it is our duty to give
it to them, for they need it too, This is
the basis of Paul's statement as he makes
it in such passages as Romans 1: 14, 15,
and 1 Cor. 9: 16. (These and similar pas-
gages should be studled that it may be
made clear how, as with Paul so with us,
a sense of privilege received from God
brings a cor ing obligation t« d
mankind. Until others have what they
need and we have, we are under debdt to
them. That debt can never be pald un-
less we give them the blessing and privi-
lege which we enjoy. Our thought, prayer,
plan, purpose, all should be given for
others, and the poem which follows may
well be recited in this connection.

OTHERS.
BY C. D. MEIGS.

Lord help me live from day to day
In such a self-forgetful way,

That even when I kneel to pray,
My prayer may be for others.

May self be crucified and slain,
And burled deep, and all in vain

Attempts be made to rise again,
Except to live for others.
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Take all my selfishness from me,

Ope’ Thou mine eyes that 1 may see
That even what I do for Thee

Must needs be done for others.

And when on earth my work s done,
And my new work, in heaven's begun,
May I forget the crown I've won,
While thinking still of others.

Others, Lord, yes, others.
May this my motto be,
“Help me to live for others

That I may live for Thee."

3. The Church. As our relation to God
calls for gratitude, and our assoclation
with our fellows puts us under obligation,
80 our connection with the church calls
for Loyalty. There is but one good rea-
son for the church's existence, one con-
tinuous cause of her activity on the
earth, and that is expressed in the pas-
sages of which Luke 24: 46-58 Is a type.
(Let it be made clear that the supreme
duty of the Christian Church s the ex-
tension of the Kingdom of God through
out all the earth, and that if she falls
fulfil this duty she ceases to be Chr
tian.)

4, To Ourselves, The highest u
of personal development s {m e
without spiritual activity, and if we would
realize the greatest profit it must be be-
cause we receive, not to hold for self-
enrichment, but to give out again in
diffusive benediction. There is a concep-
tion of Christianity that is essentially
gelfish. It withholds and tends surely to

verty. Mhere is a contrasting idea of
it that implies a scattering of good, and
which means increase. If we would be
what God desires for us, if we would do
what he has in mind regarding us, we
are under the responsibility of Growth,
and to grow we must give, and by such
glving we shall have more abundantly.
(Let Hebrews 6: 7-15 be read here, and
the beautiful figure of the passage be
examined and applied.)

5. To Christ. Here the test is that of
Obedience. For but one thing every
Christlan is accountable in his personal
relation to his Lord, and that is to do
just as He says as nearly as possible in
the spirit and motive which He desires.
This is well expressed in many passages.
(Matthew 28: 16-20 glves the express
command of the Master. For implicit
trust In the promise therein contained,
and for unquestioning obedience to the
instructions given, every disciple to the
end of the ages will be personally respon-
sible, Let it be only understood clearly
that obedience 1s not optional with us, but
that it is obligatory, and there will be
increased activity to give the Word of
Life to the whole world in the shortest
possible limit of time.)

Do It To-Day

That deed of kindliness you would do—
do it to-day.

That word to help your brother to be
true—speak it to-day.

The time is rapidly passing by when ser-
vice is open; and you and I

1f we mean to answer our neighbor’s cry,

Must do it to-day.

That straying one that you mean to seek—
seek him to-day.

That helping hand for one who is weak—
give it to-day.

Be helpful to-day—how foolish to walt
11 dear ones pass through the pearly

gate,
And then remorsefully cry, “Too late!"”
Help them to-day.
—Our Dumb Animals.

«To succeed at last we must put God first.”
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The Flag Follows the Mis-
sionary

1f commerce follows the flag, the flag
follc the missionary. It is one of the
facts of history. From the days when
the lean Jesuits blazed the way in North
America for the flag of France till Liv-
ingstone opened the Dark Continent to

the y
has marched before the soldier; the
prayer-book and the Bible have proved
more powerful than the rifie and the
machine gun.

Commerce, geography and civilization
alike owe the missionary a debt which
they can never hope to repay. The ex-
ploration work of Livingstone is marked
by rare precision and by a breadth of
observation which will forever make it
a monument to the name of the most
intrepid traveller of the nineteenth cen-
tury. It was Verbeck, a missionary to
Japan, who carried the ideals of West-
ern civilization to the empire of the
Mikado before the ink on Perry’s treaty
was fairly dry, and gave the Flowery
Kingdom its present system of educa-
tion. William Carey, the great mission-
ary to India, by a tremendous labor of
translation, served the interests of
scholars and of commerce as well as of
religion, and, going to India to preach
salvation from sin, immediately set
about abolishing the suttee—the ocus-
tom of sacrificing the widow upon her
husband’s funeral pyre. It was the
representations of American mission-
aries that induced Seward and his col-
leagues to bring about the purchase of
Alaska.—FEverybody's Magazine.

Summer Schools

The practical benefits of attending a
well conducted Summer School are thus
expressed by Miss E. Maude Wood, Cen-
tral Epworth League, Toronto.

“One League at least made the best in-
vestment of a ten<ollar bill that ever
was made in sending their Junior Super-
intendent to Whitby. We not only had
a good time while there but have been
enjoying a good time ever since we re-

sturned, for we learned that only by first
doing the duty next us, keeping our eyes
fixed on Christ can we find true enjoy-
ment.

You may sc; “at such an experience
was known before going to Whitby. We
listen to such statements from our pul-
pits, but how many of us make a prac-
tical application of the truths expounded
from the sa desk, as through the
week we mingle with fellow beings. In
many of our Leagues we have been simply
sitting around and thinking we have been
working when we have attended League,
taught a Sunday School class, and per-
haps made a stray wisit or two in the
home of a “shutdn.” ' If you have never
beer. to Whitby go down next year and
vou will come back with a new vision of
lite. Do mot be afraid of a
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way if our lamp s not kept trimmed and
burning. “As thy day so shall thy
strength be” If we wit at the feet of
Jesus and learn the language He alone
can teach we must be His interpretors.
But in order to do so correctly we need
to keep very close to His side, else He
cannot epeak through us.

Let those of us who have the boys
and girls in our care, try to impress on
them the necessity of life service for
Christ, Teach them that they can play
base-ball, cricket, tenmis or amy other
game better because their lves have been
given into His keeping. Teach them
that every talent will count for more if
consecrated to Him. We must put our
theorles into actual practice. The most
consecrated, the most earnest of our mis-
slonaries and Christian workers were the
most active during the recreation hours,

Waiting

In the course of mission work in one
of the Tahite Islands, a missionary was
telling the story of Jesus Christ who
came into the world to save sinners. As
he proceeded with the wonderful news an
aged chief rose up amid the crowd of
natives gathered round. Running his
fingers through the long locks of his white
hair, and lifting them up over his head,
he exclaimed, “Do you see white locks?
Once these locks were as black as the
wings of a raven; now they are as white
as snow, and I have waited all these
years to hear words like these.” Yes, and
the old chief was one of a countless num-
ber who are hungrily walitlng for the
consolation of Israel!

ust be a whole missionary [
League ....coovvevvsnsnns \

lnterestlng programmes, inspiring |
music are a necessity ....

Soclnl features occasionally nre‘
needed |

l nvitation should be general....

|
(
O bject lessons, missionary tours. {
N ew plans and new methods. . {
|
|

Succeas is assured

moment and add others:
Plan
D,
;):uy for missions.
Plead

Work |
Win |

Some Missionary Methods

How may we make our misslonary meetings interesting and profitable?
In the first place every member must
and then it will follow that every League

For the Leaguer may be written the following requisites.

feel the need of the missionary spirit,

Everyone having his heart full of the
true misslonary spirit.

Programmes should be varled every
month, making use of charts, leaflets,
pictures, ete.

a good missionary library and a certain
time given each day for prayer and the
study of missions will count for “ mis-
sions.”

introducing missionary topics, dressing
in ~ostume of Japan, etc., serving re-
freshments as they are served in our
missionary territories.

Send out invitations occasionally written
on paper cut in the shape of China,
India, or other mission field being
studied.

blackboard talks, Bible drills, letters
from home missionaries, and some ar-
ticles from foreign fields will vary the
programme.

will present themselves if the chairman
and Leaguers will read and study on
the subject, and be thoroughly interest-
ed themselves.

if we throw our lives into the work, go
where we are called, love, forgive, and
encourage all young people so that they
may become interested also.

Think a

Speak

Spend

Speed the call
Stand firm

for missions.

for missions.

~Mavnd Little, in Epwontit ERA.

y
Conference, because you fear you may
hear a call to a foreign fleld. If God
wantg you to go to a foreign field you
will be made willing to go, but first of
all you must be willing to go anywhere,
even at home, that you may be used for
service in His great vineyand. Some of
us thought we were called to labor in
the Northwest, but since coming home
He has shown us that like Abraham of
old, it was the sacrifice of the will that
was required, and we can work right here
in our own city, in our own Church and
League. If we are really burning with
zeal for souls and cannot open our mouths
where we are, we can be of dittle use
elsewhere, We have been taught the
necessity of a cheenful surrender of the
life to God. We cannot afford to let the
light burn dim. Some one may miss the

every movement saying “My life is hid
with God, that is why I get so much en-
joyment out of it.”" We have learned that
it 1s only because we have been despising
the day of small things that we have not
accomplished much. So we will endeavor
to seize every opportunity,—writing the
letter that will encourage some heart
in the lonely places, speaking the word
in season, singing the cheery song, and
#f mone of these come our way we can
smile. Smiles cost mothing, but covnt
for much., We can all smile. We can
never forget the lessons learned at Whit-
by, and trust some one else may have
such an opportunity to breathe the air of
consecration at the Summer School there
next year.

A Christian js never living as Christ
would have him live until he Interprets
all his privileges as obligations. Every
gift in life represents a duty. Our en-
dowments are calls to service, We have
been elected to privileges in order that we
may minister to our fellow-men. And if
we are sitting at the feast, and refusing
to share our bread, others are being
robbed by our foolish and ungrateful in-
difference, Let my readers go through
their life and set a mark on all their
delights. And then let them regard every
one of these sacred places as enshrining
the commission of the Almighty bidding
us share that pleasure with men and
women at the remotest parts of the world.
—Sunday Companion.

¢ Jesus despaired of no man, and had an unquenchable hope even of the worst man.”’
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Th; i.iterary Department |

Learning for Life \

Province of the Literary
Department

BY NORA E. WEISER.

The work of this department is vastly
different from that of any other organiza-
tion of the church. It has a work
peculiarly its own, and with earnest, en-
thusiastic, consecrated workers it can
make itself an important factor in the
life of the church. With it rests much
of the training for active work in the de-
votional services of the League, in the
Sunday School, and in other church or-
ganizations, In short, it can be made a
training school for the young people.
They need to be tralned to think and to
express their thoughts in a clear, concise
manner,

This being the case, we need to interest
as many of the young members of the
Church and congregation in our literary
work as possible. At this point let me
say every member of the League ought
to take some part in these meetings. Too
often we have members who think they
can do nothing, Every one ought to feel
that he has something to do, and take
upon himself his share of success or fail-
ure. If you can lead him to see that he
must share the praise for success or bear
his part of the blame for faflure, I be-
lieve our work will show better results.
As 1 said before, every one should have
some work to do. I do not wish to be
misunderstood here. We may have mem-
bers who will not work in the literary
meetings, but work well in other meetings.
However, observation does not bear it
out.

Our new members meed to be given
work to do. If they are put to work, they
feel that they have a place with us. I
don't mean that you should be overzeal-
ous in giving work, but that a prudent
leader will eventually find something for
them to do.

The Third Vice-President should find
the gift of every Leaguer. To do this, it
{8 necessary to be acquainted with each
one. Watch your opportunity, and you
can generally find in what direction the
talent lies.

As before stated, we meet with those
who think they cannot do anything. They
don’t know what they can do until they
try. Their chief plea is that there are
those who can do better than they. As
for that matter, we are all very much
alike on this point. I ¢ a reminded of an
incident I read the other day. A small
boy went to an entertainment with an
older brother, They arrived late and the
hall was well filled. The little fellow com-
plained that all the good places were
taken. The older replied as follows:
“Course they are! You didn't suppose
everybody else was going to wait till you
got here, did you? Get in where you can,
and watch your chance to edge along.”
The young Leaguer should not be dis-
couraged because he cannot do as well as
others. If he will only get in the working
ranks, he will eventually “edge along.”

Getting our young people to work is by
no means all of the work of the Literary
Department, Giving them something to
do is quite another matter. 1In the first
place, we need M -e, Interesting pro-
grammes. There ought to be something
sald or done at every meeting that will
make not only the members of the Lea-
gue but the visitors anxious to come
again. Let the programmes be instructive,

There is so much that can be put before
the League that I shall not ettempt to
outline any plans.

I believe the one book to be kept ever
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Principles and Methods of Bible
Study
BY REV. F. G. LETT, PEMBROKE, ONT.

More is being said and written about
the Bible in these days, in the Christian
world than ever before, Never did it
occasion such activity. Bible Socleties
are carrying coplies of it by the milllons
into all corners of the earth, Teachers
and preachers are travelling everywhere,
:mnndlnc and explaining it with a zeal

before our young people is the g
of all textdooks—the Bible. This can
be done at literary meetings by a Scrip-
ture-reading. We will leave the study or
it to the Devotional Department and Sun-
day School.

Too many know little or nothing about
the history of Methodism or our Church
literature, Where is there a better place
to instfll in the hearts and minds of our
people a love for these than in our Lit-
erary Department? Then, too, we have
the whole range of the best literature of
the present day and of the past from
which to select. Let us choose that which
is best and put it before our Leaguers.
In this way the best writings are brought
to their notice and a desire is created for
better things. Does some one say they
will not read the books that are discussed?
I have known students In a large school
to buy a book simply because the presi-
dent gave them selected readings from it
at morning exercises. I have known a
large audience to be so stirred that they
wanted to read a book mentioned in the
course of a lecture.

There {8 still another important work
for the Literary Department. In every
community—yes, and often living by our
side—are people who have no Church in-
terests, consequently no desire for the
literature of the Church. Every one of
us knows how rapidly Church papers ac-
cumulate and how few of us make much
use of them after reading. The literary
committee could collect these and see that
they were distributed where they might
do some good. More than this, we may
bave some in our own society who do
not even take a Church paper. Tact must
often be used in sending these to some
people that no offense may be given. This
can be done sometimes by choosing some-
thing with a beautiful poem or article
which is especially good marked. This
will place the paper in their hands, and
the chances are they will read more than
the marked article.

There is so much to be done In this de-
partment that when we have done our
best we feel as if we were far from the
goal toward which we started. Again 1
say, make your meetings instructive, My
experience with young people is that they
care more for the Instructive parts of the
work than for that which Is meant merely
to entertain. Our meetings should be open
to all and all given a cordial welcome,

I believe, too, in using the talents In
our League before we go outside. Our
Leaguers are for the most part able to
carry the work themselves. However, an
occasional talk from some one outside re-
sults in much good.

Let us be doers and not dreamers, It
is well to plan great things, but thoughts
without actions are of no value. Hamll-
ton W. Mable of doers: “We all
need to come into cldser contact with our
work. It 18 not enough to brood over it
in thought, penetrating it with ideas and
giving it the order of a newer and fre
er method; we must press it to our hearts
it for ourselves and others we would
transform what might be its drudgery in-
to discipline that makes for character and
transmutes its hard materialism Into
something open and satisfactory.—Ep-
worth Era.

of its importance
to mankind. A home is not a home with-
out a copy or two. Schools are organized
where people gather habitually to help
each other In the understanding of it.
Epworth League and Christian Endeavor
Societies are organized to train people
in the practice of its teachings, that they
may be worked out into the daily life.
Scholarly Investigations are carried on
by men who give up their whole lives to
inquiries concerning it. Languages of no
practical use but for that purpose, are
mastered; explorations are made; ancient
monuments are dug up and deciphered;
old civilizations are unearthed and their
bearing on the Bible closely scrutinized,
So It is in the Christian world.

The non-Christian peoples are asking
about it. India, China, Japan and Tur-
key are making earnest enquiries, and
Missionary Socletles on big scales, are
moving to answer them,

The person who ignores the Bible or is
indifferent towards it, is not alive in any
real sense, He cannot be a Ohristian.

Before we can study the Bible profitably
and intelligently, we must have some idea
of what it {s; how it came, and what its
purpose Is. Such questions we ask about
everything we use. Why not about the
Bible?

iInformation on these points must be
gathered, as all other information, by
getting the thoughts and views of other
investigators, especially the most capable,
and subjecting these to our judgment.
We must have a view. Our view must
be subject to revision and conviction, as
all views are, by comparison with the
views of others, especially those who see
more widely than ourselves.

SOME OF THE VIEWS HELD.

One view of the Bible is that it is an
oracle of God, prepared in Heaven by
Divine wisdom, and passed down to man,
to serve as a guide to life—a standard
rule of faith and practice. There is truth
in this view, for undoubtedly every stu-
dent of the Bible finds it to be a communi-
cation from God. To this fact it carries
its own testimony home to every sincere
reader. This, each may, and ought to test
for himself.

On investigation, however, it is found
the Bible did not come to man ready
made. There was a time when it did not
exist on earth. Then it appeared gradu-
ally, part now, part again, until a period
of thousands of years passed, before it
was in the form in which we now have it.

Further investigation discloses the fact
that there is a variety of literary forms
contained in it. We have snatches of
song: narratives of events n the lives of
men and women, and of nations. We
have broken records of their activities;
reflections on actions and events, by poets,
dramatists, statesmen, priests, prophets,
philosophors. Indeed whet we find In it
are pictures of human life, under varying
conditions, and In manifold aspects. The
Bible, like all other books, was made on
earth. It grew, as every other literature
grew. This also is a fact beyond dispute.

Now these two facts, that the Bible is
a revelation of God's thought of the true
way to live a human life, and that it is
also a selected literature of a race, are
not incompatible.

«Read not books alone, but men, and among them chiefly thyself.”
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A literature of a people is but a cry-
stallization of their thoughts, feelings and
actions, a mode of conserving these, and
indicating their growth. It pictures the
progress of the people’s life. By study-
ing It, the laws are learned by which that
life progresses, and the goal to which 1t
moves, is gradually disclosed. It is con-
tact with that life, which makes the mind
and spirit of the student live; fills him
with joy and power of living, as every
teacher knows.

Go a step farther. Penetration into the
heart of literature invariably brings one
into contact with personalities. When we
ave found the men and women who have
lived the life there recorded, and our minds
have passed through their minds, or thelirs
have mingled with ours; when we have
been thrilled with their feelings, as we
have obtained their outlook upon the
great world; when we have been stirred,
as they were, by mighty impulses to ac
tion,—then, and not till then, have we
learned the literature, It is then we
know the value of literature, when we
catch the inspiration which was the peren-
nial source of the life of the persons
represented there.

God always, and only, reveals Himself
on earth through human beings who per-
mit themselves to become His organs.
God does nothing on earth,—that Is, in
human life. He has never done anything,
and shall we say never will, except as He
has worked through man?

Name, if you can, any one act God has
performed on earth, since man appeared
on it, that He has not done by the co-
operation of man. All that revelation of
Himself, which He has made to mankind,
through the long processes of human his-
tory, He has made solely In, and by, the
life of man. There is no revelation of
God’s mind and will, apart from human
life. There can be none. If God is seen
at all, and understood, He must be seeu
in human life, in the thoughts, feeling, and
experiences of men. There is no ofher

way.

If the Bible, then,.is to be a revelation
of God, It must be a record of the experl-
ences of human life, That Is what it is,
a record of the revelation of God, made in
the experiences of human lives. It is a
Book of Life, viz., of the joint life of God
and man. This joint life finds its cul-
mination in Jesus Christ, who, in Him-
self, shows in one, the life of God in the
life of Man. It is Jesus Christ that
glves to the Bible its unity. The study
of it leads infallibly to the understanding
of Him. It is an infallible guide only to
Jesus Christ, Its inspiration is the
spiritual life,—human and divine,—~which
it progressively discloses, and which can
only be known by those who enter into
and live that life, No theory of inspiration
can convince one that the Bible is in-
spired.  Divine inspiration is not, and
cannot, be realized in a book. The life
of God can only be realized and reproduc-
ed in persons. Men may be inspired,
books cannot. Inspiration may pass from
person to person, where through means of
the book, they are brought into vital con-
tact with each other.

METHODS OF STUDY.

No one method 1s suited to all. Bach
must find the method suited to his own
circumstances and aims.

Read it. Read It as you would your
newspaper, or any other book, to know
what it says. Understand the thoughts
of the writér, that is, get the meaning of
his language. Let him speak to you in
his own way, do not strain his meaning
into something you want him to say. Find
out precisely what he says, as a lawyer
would find the meaning of a document.

To do this, the document must be read
as a whole. The author’s aim in writing
the book cannot be reached by reading
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only fragments—chapters or verses. It
should be read through, as if there were
no chapters or verses, It should be read
again and again, until the general alm
and purpose of the author when he wrote
the book, is perceived, just as one would
see the purpose of the writer of a business
letter. Get into your mind the thing in
the world’s life the author had in his
mind, and wanted to set forth in writing
the book. Helps may be usod for this
purpose, but only as helps. The student
must stand with the author, and see with
his eyes, or he will misinterpret the
author's words when he quotes his frag-
ments,

It need hardly be said that in reading a
book, it is essential that a perfectly open
mind be preserved. The aim should be to

SOMETHING GOOD

get at the facts, the truth as it Is stated
there, or the statements made there,
whether they are true or false. It Is the
truth as it is in fact, one must seek for,

not what he wants to find there. Adhere
to the facts as they are there, however
your preconceptions or desires may be

traversed. Find what the author says at
all costs, Let his mina, as it was when
he wrote, become your mind, 8o will you
catch his inspiration.

This you will find will involve a know-
ledge of the circumstances under which
he wrote, and lead to & ‘wider study than
of the book itself. You will want to locate
the man in the history of his people; see
the forces that are playidg upon him,
determining his thoughts and actions in
his own station in life. The geography,
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the politics, the soclal usages, the lan-
guage, the customs and laws in which he
lived, will all come up for study. None
of these must be overlooked, for they all
serve to explain the man and his utter-
ance.

The study of these will lead to the study
of his contemporaries, and those who
preceded him, and helped to make the
conditions in which you find him. You
will want to see his place in the History
and chronology of his own people, and
know the revelation of God and human
life which he inherited. This will lead
you to compare scripture with scripture;
to study other documents in their relation
to the one you have in hand. Your aim
will be to know the whole life which is
getting itself impressed In the character

FOR BREAKFAST

you are studying; where he stands in
the process of life's great unfolding, and
what are his views of his situation, and
how these views came to him. Seeing
this, one sees the revelation of God, who
always discloses Himself In the pro-
cesses of human life.

When one becomes vitally interested in
those sublime characters, through whose
experiences, God has, down the ages, pro-
gressively revealed Himself, every side
light upon their lives is eagerly wel-
comed, in order to an accurate under-
standing of the men, and of the God
they disclose in their lives.

SHOW THIS COPY TO 4
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“ Christianity is not a thing of the stars; it is a thing of the streets.”
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d by m.onl character, pure

‘What Did

Bible Study i teech:

By Rev. John H. McArthur, S.T.D.

deeds by pure motives.

It is not always easy to make the tree
good. Dead, useless and superfluous
branches must be taken away. Pruning
y. The process of pruning in

XVIII. About Fruitfulness
Topic for week beginning Oct. 9.

15-20; John 15: 18.

The teaching of our Lord regarding
fruitfulness may be summed up under
three heads:—

1. Fruit considered as the Test of Life.
A good tree bringeth forth good frait.  If
the fruit is not good the tree is not good. 1t
is dificult sometimes to di be-
tween different species of apple trees, dbut
when the fruit is produced, it is then
easy to tell whether the tree is a Spy, a
Baldwin, a King, or some other kind.
The fruit is the fingl and only sure test.
So of the Christian, the fruit of his life
is the final and only sure test of his char-
acter. What are we to understand by the
fruit which is regarded as the real test
of Christian life? Leaves are to be dis-
tinguished from the fruit, and blossoms
alone are not to be taken as the test of
a good tree. So the profession of rell-
glon must be distinguished from its pos-
session, and membership in the Christian
Church must not be mistaken for member-
ship in the Kingdom of Heaven. The test
for membership in the church may vary
with the policy and teaching of the dif-
ferent denominations; but the supreme
test of Christian life is fruit. Jesus Him-
self tells us what He means by fruit. It
is the doing of the will of the Father
(Matt, 7: 21). The fruitful man is the
one who not only hears these sayings of
Christ, but who also doeth them (Matt.
7: 24). It follows, therefore, that not
right opinion, but right doing; not ortho-
doxy, but obedience, is the true test of
Christian life. The best Christian is not
necessarily the man who can argue the
strongest for his particular creed, or who
may hold to the orthodox interpretation
of ‘scripture; nmor yet the man who can
pray the longest, or talk the loudest about
his religion; but simply the man who
most fully obeys Christ. Am I troubled
about my religlon? Have I doubts about
my relation to God? Am I His or am 1
not? Let us not try to answer this ques-
tion by comparing our experience with
that of some one else, but by comparing
our conduct with the sayings of Christ.
Do we render to Christ a willing obedi-
ence? That is the question.

And yet conduct in itself is not every-
thing; for a great deal depends on the
character that les behind the conduct.
We quote from the late Rev. Dr. Alexan-
der McLaren: “Matthew Arnold’s dictum
that conduct is three-fourths of life is
often quoted approvingly, and it is true
enough arithmetically, but may lead to
great blunders unless it is supplemented
by the addition, ‘and the remaining one-
fourth is more important than the three-
fourths.! For the true nature of an action
is determined by its motive, and the real
importance of conduct is that It is the
outcome of character, the issuing into
visibility of the ‘hidden man of the
heart, No doubt much of every man's
life is automatic, and much more is im-
posed on the doer by external forces, by
custom, the routine of one's business, and
the like; but that does not make it less
true that our actions are the revelation to
others and to ourselves of our characters.
“The metaphor of the tree and its fruit
puts that solemn truth in a vivid form.”
Make the tree good, and its fruit will be
good (Matt, 12: 33); moral conduct is

Lessox: Matt. T:

is

the development of Christlan character is
a painful process. Evil habits must be
cut off. Unholy ambitions and selfish
purposes must be lopped off. Only the
fruitsbearing branches are allowed to re-
main; all others must be lopped off, not
only those that are smitten with disease,
but those also that are useless, though
apparently healthy. So likewise the
Christian must cut out of his character
not only that which is positively evil, but
also that which is useless, although in itself
neither good nor bad. The idle thought,
the idle word, the idie deed, may not in
themselves be bad, but inasmuch as they
serve no good purpose, they must not be
allowed a place In the character of the
fruit-bearing Christian.

2. Fruit considered as the Purpose of
Life. The first question In the West-
minster Catechism is, “What is the chief
and highest end of man?’ The answer
given is, “ Man's chief and highest end is
to glorify God and fully to emjoy Him
for ever.” If we were to ask what does
it mean to glorify God? we have the
answer in the words of Jesus, “ Herein
is my Father glorified, that ye bear much
fruit.” We are here in this world for
the purpose of bearing fruit, the fruit of
obedience unto God. Life is interpreted
differently by different men, but in the
main two views of life prevail, represent-
ing two types of men, who will give each
a different answer to the question, Why
am I in this world? The one answers
that T am in this world that I may get
as much out of it as possible. That is
the view of the worldling, and his life
is consistent with his creed. The other
answers, I am in this world in order
that 1 may put as much into it as pos
sible. That is the view of the Christian,
and it would be well for him and for
the cause of God upon the earth if his
life were always consistent with his
creed. “Get what you can out of the
world.” This has come to be an accepted
maxim among men, but how different
from the teaching of Jesus.

Another question we may ask, addressed
to Christian people, to Epworth Leaguers,
and to which we may receive also two
kinds of answers. Why did God convert
my soul and bring me into the experience
of His pardoning love? Was it in order
that He might save me from hell and take
me to heaven when I die? This seems to
be the creed of some of our Leaguers.
They seem to recognize no present pur-
pose in the salvation God has brought to
them. Doubtless God has the future in
view, but He has not overlooked the fact
of the present. Are we saved for the glory
that is to come, or saved for the service
that is here and now? If God had in
view only our future safety, He would
have taken us to heaven as soon as He
converted us; then we would have been
sure of glory. But instead of taking us
away to glory, He has left us here. For
what purpose? In order that we might
serve Him; that we might glorify Him
by bearing fruits of obedience. Epworth
Leaguer, are we serving the purpose of
life? In what way are we doing it? Can
we not make ourselves more fruitful?
The only justification of the care which
a man bestows upon his orchard is fruit,
and the only justification of the care
which the Father, the good Husbandman,
bestows upon us Is fruit in our lives,

3. Fruit considered as the Product of
Life. There can be no fruit if there is
no life, There must be life in us if we
are to bear fruit, But where are we as
Christians to get life? Not in ourselves,
We are only branches, and the branch

“No man is as good-as he ought to be until he is
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has no life except as It is organically con-
nected with the vine. Christ Is the true
vine, and we must be united to Him, not
in an artificial way, as a branch might
be artificially tied to a tree, but vitally
80 that we become one with “hrist, His
lite freely flowing into us as a part of
Himself, just as the sap of the vine flows
freely into the branches.

Says Marcus Dods: “Christ holds the
key to all that I ost permanent In
human endeavor, to all that Is deepest
and best In human character., Only in
Him can we take our place as partners
with God in what He is really doing with
this world. And only from Him can we
draw courage, hopefulness, love to prose-
cute this work.”

“If the tree fruits” says McLaren,
“its girth will increase, its branches will
spread, its top will mc nt, and next year
its shadow on the grass will cover a
larger circle.” So with the frultbearing
Christian.

“Man knows our fruits; God knows our
roots.”

XIX. About Little Children

Topic for week beginning Oct. 16.

Lessox: Matt. 18: 16, 10; 19: 1816;
Mark 9: 33-37, 42; 10: 13-16; Luke §:
46-48; 18: 1517,

The teaching of Jesus regarding little
children may be summarized thus:

1. Little children are members of the
kingdom of heaven (Matt. 19: 14; Mark
10: 14; Luke 18: 16).

2. He sets up a little child as an ex-
ample to others who would enter the
kingdom (Matt. 18: 3; Mark 10: 15;
Luke 18: 17).

3. He places a little child in the midst
of them as an example of humility
(Matt. 18: 4).

4. The child is also pointed to as an
example of greatness In the kingdom of
heaven (Matt. 18: 4; Mark 9: 33-36; Luke
9: 46-48).

5. Christ identifies Himself with little
children (Matt. 18: 6; Mark 9: 36, 87;
Luke 9: 48).

6. Children must not be desplsed on
earth, for they are honored in heaven
(Matt. 18: 10).

7. We must beware of placing a
stumbling block in their way (Matt, 18:
6; Mark 9: 42.)

From the teaching of Jesus concerning
little children, as above set forth, we
deduce three propositions which we shall
now proceed to state, explain and illus-
trate,

1. First Proposition. Al children are
members of the kingdom of God. Our
Methodist Discipline teaches that “all
children, by virtue of the unconditional
benefits of the atonemeni, are heirs of
the kingdom of God.” But If they are
heirs of the kingdom, it is because they
are already the children of the kingdom.
Their heirship is the result of thelr son-
ship (Rom. 8: 16, 17). God made them,
and He made them in His own image,
and they belong to Him. If it should
be sald that they are involved in the fall
of Adam, inasmuch as the sin of Adam
has passed upon all men; we reply, even
80, yet, at the very. threshold of life the
child is met with the atoning benefits of
the blood of Christ; so that If in Adam
all died, in Christ all have been made
allve. Any doubts on this question
should be entirely removed by the express
statements of our Lord, * Suffer the little
children to come unto me, and forbld
them not, for of such is the kingdom of
God.” “Whosoever shall recelve this
little child In my name recelveth me.”
He not only states that they are mem-
bers of His kingdom, but sets them up

as good as he can be.”
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as examples to others who would enter
His kingdom. Further, no exception must
be made in the case of any child. All
children, whether black or white, whether
born of Christian parents or of heathen
parents, all alike are members of God's
kingdom, and shall remain as members
of His kingdom until such time as they
by their own sinful acts put themselves
outside of His kingdom. Children should
not be taught that they belong to the
devil, and cannot become God's children
until they are big enough to ‘“‘get con-
verted.” They are God's now, and it is
their privilege to always remain His, as
many good Christian people can testify.

2. S8econd Proposition. Children are
entitled to the privileges of church mem-
bership. Children are already members
of the kingdom of God, and we ought to
recognize that fact by giving them a place
in the chuarch of God. If they belong to
God there s no valid reason why they
should not be admitted into the church
of God. In the ritual for infant baptism
used by the Methodist Church it is four
times over stated that the child so bap-
tized becomes a member of the church,
The prayer is offered, “that he being
baptized with water, may also be baptized
with the Holy Sp!rit, and received Into
Christ's holy church, and become a living
member of the same"”; and the hope is
expressed that he may “abide through
life a faithful member of His holy
church ”; and finally the minister says,
“We receive this child into the congrega-
tion of Christ's flock.” The teaching of
the Church of England is about the same,
practically the same expressions being
used in her ritual. With this also agrees
the teaching of the Presbyterian Church
concerning the relation of children to the
church. We quote the following from
“The Constitution of the Presbyterian
Church of the United States of America,
as amended and adopted in 1891: “All
children born within the pale of the
visible church are members of the church,
are to be baptized, are under the care
of the church, and subject to its govern-
ment and discipline; and when they have
arrived at the years of discretion, they
are bound to perform all the duties of
church members.” Such is the teaching
of these three denominations on the rela-
tion of children to the church, and yet
how poorly we who call ourselves Meth-
odists live up to this creed. A father
once asked that his young son, who had
borne testimony for Christ in the fel-
lowship meeting, might be admitted as a
member of the church. But the unwise
minister replied, * Better wait till we
hold revival meetings, and let him get
converted.” This was said in the pres-
ence of the boy, who then learned for the
first time that he was regarded as being
outside of the fold of Christ, and that
he must pass through some peculiar, mys-
terious, religious experience before he
could be recognized as one of God's chil-
dren. We do not wonder that the fad
did not bear his testimony for Christ on
the next Sunday, nor for years after-
wand. He was caused to stumble. Did
not Christ warn us agalnst placing a
stumbling block in the way of ome of
these little ones? How solemn were the
warning words of Jesus: It were better
for such offender if a millstone were
hanged about his neck. How many chil-
dren there are in our Methodist homes
and Methodist Sunday Schools who are
allowed to grow up with the impression
that they are not good enough or old
enough to belong to the church, and that
they necessarily belong to the devil until
such time as they may “get converted.”
Our creed is all right, but our practice is
faulty.

Children are entitled to the sacrament
of baptism. We shall not here attempt
a definition of baptism, nor discuss its

meaning any further than to say that
baptism is a rite by means of which the
candidate is formally and publicly ad-
mitted into the church. So far as infant
baptism is concerned, it is a public
acknowledgment of the fact that the child
belongs to God, and is now given a place
among God’s people and in His church.
Infant baptism was the universal rule of
the Christian Church for the first thou-
sand years of her history. Among
Christians of the early centuries hm.ory
records but one person who was opposed
to the practice of infant baptism, but
whose objections were of an entirely dif-
ferent character than those urged by the
modern Anti-pedo-baptists.

Children should not be debarred from
the privileges of the Lord’s Supper. This
is the Lord’s table, and the Lord's people
have a right to partake of it. This
includes little children. This sacrament
may be made very impressive to little
children. If care is taken to explain to
them its meaning, they will never for-
get it. True, they may not be able to
understand it all, but they are certainly
able to appreciate the fact that Christ
died for us, which fact is commemorated
in the Lord’s Supper. They may not be

b R e s R R

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

218

tized, but still they know nothing defi-
nitely. The rite of infant baptism places
a responsibility upon the parents of the

and upon the church which they
too often fall to discharge. The teaching
of our church is all right. Here it is:
“We regard all children whu have been
baptized as placed In visible covenant
relation to God, and under the special
care and supervision of the church'—
The Discipline, 1906, page 38. In theory
we are right, but in practice we are sadly
wanting. Why should not the name of
the baptized child be placed upon the
church register as a member (though not
necessarily a full member)? It is the
only logical thing to do, in view of our
ritual and our doctrines,

Added thoughts.—The earliest Chris-
tian hymn in existence, written by Clem-
ent of Alexandria in the second century,
emphasizes- the place of children in the
public worship of the church. Hymn
839 in our Methodist Hymn Book is a
translation.

“God begins His work in children."—
Wesley.

No class of Christian workers are doing
more for the cause of God than are the
faithful, earnest, loving Sunday School
teachers,

“The gates of heaven were never en-
tered by one driving a coach and four;
they are only high enough to admit a
little child, and one like unto such a one.”
—C. H. Parkhurst,

Our Honor Roll

In our Correspondence Course exam-
inations on Studies 7-11 have been taken
by a number. We have not been able to
report on all, but of those who promptly
wrote the following have secured above
75 per cent. and are thereby deserving
of honorable mention here. We con-
gratulate our friends on their success.
The papers for the most part were ad-
mirable, the benefits of the plan are
recognized and admitted by a number,
and the Course {8 commended to all.
Simply study the Topics as they appear
in Dr. McArthur's Department on these
pages from month to month, and when
you ask the General Secretary, he will
forward you an examination paper for
the studies covered, and the rest will all
be plain.

The following are the names of the

ONE OF HIS LITTLE ONES.

able to understand it all. But who is?
Theologians have never yet been able
to give an altogether satisfactory explana-
tion of the atoning death of Christ.

3. Third Proposition. The church is
responsible for the religious training of
all children to whom she has given the
rite of baptism. This does not imply,
of course, that the church has no respon-
sibility to other children, for all alike are
members of the kingdom of God. But
8o far as the baptized child is concerned,
the church has accepted a definite respon-
sibility with reference to his religious
culture. The church has become the god-
parents of the child, and next to the
parents themselves is responsible for the
child’s religious life. We have been ter-
ribly neglectful in this matter. We have
not rightly interpreted or emphasized the
rite of infant baptism. In many cases
it is little more than a form. The child
is baptized, and that is the end of it
No effort is made to keep track of the
child’s religious life. In a short time all
trace of the child is lost. His parents
die. He grows up to manhood. The
church has paid no attention to him.
He does not know whether he has ever
been baptized or not. His sisters tell
him that there is a tradition in the fam-
ily that the children had all been bap-

““God, not good training, is our hope for

ul students:

V. M. Terryberry, Burford 100
Annie A. Rogers, Mlnde 100
E. M. Cupples, Hol . 100
Cressie Elliott, Pnrter u Hlll 100
Cora B. l'Erll.\Imn Aubu 99

Mre. M. Hayward, L‘orlnlh 99

Cook, Bnenc(-rv Me. ...... 2
Florence E. Hnll “'mklow 99
Lillian A. h, Toronto a4
Luella Bell Rodlckvllla 94

M. Peacock, Humber 92
E'ﬂe E. Knox, Auburn 1
Emma Bell, Fletcher . 89

E. Sleightholm, Hum! 88
Mabel B. Erratt, Auburn . 84
K. McClinchey, Auburn .... 81

The Lord’s Prayer
This spirit of the Lord's Prayer is beau-
tiful. This form of petition breathes:
A filial spirit—Father.

A catholic spirit—Hallowed by thy
name,
A missionary spirit—Thy kingdom
come.

An obedient spirit—Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven,

A dependent spirit—Give us this day
our daily bread.

A forgiving spirit—And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors.

A cautious spirit—And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.

A confidential spirit—For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

our children.”
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*“Look Up, Lift Up.” |
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whom he seeks to save and retain saved.
It is never wise to rasp at anything. It is
specially not wise to fulmine at every-
thing in sight—the baseball game, the
football game, the nickelodeon. There
are in all these ingredients of danger,
but. in themselves they are not bad.

The Pastor and Youth

(In his recent splendid book “The
Preacher Pastor,” Bishop Willlam A.
Quale, has the following suggestive chap-
ter on this important subject.—Ed.)

Whether at any point of ministerial ap-
plication of effort there is less comprehen-
glon of the interests involved may well be
doubted. If many pastors do understand
the validity of the claims of youth upon
their thought and love and sympathy,
many do not; and if the preacher does, the
body of the members of the Church do
not. We shall hear much talk of the
young man and his problems. But youth
is a wiser word than the young man, and
a wider word too.

The Church has an apostolate not less
to young womanhood than to young man-
hood The Church is not feminine gender,
neither is it masculine gender. It is
epicene, as the grammarians would say.
We do misapprehend the issue involved
in world redemption when we talk per-
sistently about the young man or about
the boy as we would if we talked all the
while about the young woman or the girl.
Christianity i3 not so 11l advised as this,
though not a few of its votaries are. To
hear the average temperance orator, wo-
man or man, pronounce, you would think
that the temperance cause was a man’s
cause only.

“We must save the boys” Is the con-
clusive proclamation; whereas the tem-
perance question is as snaring to women
as to men. Drunkenness and lewdness,

which is its twin, are assassins of women -

and men alike, girl and boys alike.
Soclety in mauy quarters is given to drink
with the women folk as certainly and dis-
astrously as with the men, Drunkenness
Is no respecter of sex. It knows no
chivalry. Liquor will make a woman
re2] and babble in lewd songs and sayings
as certainly as it will a man, Liquor
will coarsen a woman as certainly as it
will a man.

The propaganda of temperance Is as
decidedly a feminine question as it is a
masculine question, and that not because
the men are to marry the women, and
on the helpless women are to be thrown
the ignominy and the penury whioh, dog-
like, tramp at the heels of intemperance,
but because the women are learning to
drink socially; and their nervous organi-
zation being more finely poised than a
man's, they are thus more easily jan-
gled and so deranged toward better
things, Temperance has the Interests of
a race at heart and in its plans, and the
Church has the race at heart, and the
race is man and woman, forever man
and woman.

The youth of the Church is a wide
phrase, Young men and young women
planned for humanity and God is the
intent of the phrase.

THE PERIOD OF DANGER.

Sclence has in recent years discovered
with much sounding of cymbals that the
period of youth is the period of danger
and the period of help made more readily
possible, It is good they have found this
out, and it is a valuable pedagogical
information; but any preacher could
have told them that ages ago. That Is
an old thing under the Christian sun.
The scientists are belated on matters not
a few. The Christian Church has known
this all along. The importance of the

“The torch we

child was discovered and revealed by
Jesus, and the housing of youth and the
holding of youth for the Christ and for
the Church are an adage of the Church
and have been long. “Train up a child
in the way he should go” was the high
road then and is the high road now to
gobrlety of life and unswerving use-
fulness of behavior.

So many Church members are unjust
to youth. Their attitude, if it were to
be characterized as hostile, would not be
far amiss. They have no patience with
the young. They seem never to have
peen young themselves, or else to have
forgotten how it felt. Youth is a time
of dreams, and in consequence a time of
danger. Dreams make for danger as
they make for safety. The youth, girl
or boy, is feeling for the wings each soul
is to wear, Where will those wings bear
this youth? i¢ the subtle fear that leaps
10 speech in thoughtful minds and should
shape Itself to deeds.

MEMBERS AND YOUNG PEOPLE IN TOUCH.

A pastor should study to bring his
members into close touch with the
young people. The young people—whe-
ther the feeling be justifiable by the
fact or not is not now material, seeing
the feeling exists— feel that the older
people are not sympathetic with them,
that they are tolerated rather than re-
garded. Let each pastor know that this
is how the young folks do feel, whether
they ever so phrase their feelings or not.
Many times the a on s unjust,
many times it is just; but in any case
there 1s a great gulf fixed, and this gulf
must be moved bodily. It has no business
to exist.

Let the wise pastor Interest his braini-
est and most cultured members in glad
fellowship with the young. Let him put
the newly married folk on their guard
against the selfishness of love, which so
easily omits all former friendships and
is satisfied with the home and the won-
der of married love and devotion. Such
‘happy hearts must not forget thelr as-
soclates.

And the membership must have the
continuous stimulative pastoral sugges-
tion that they mix with the young; that
they be not lookers-on, but participants;
that youth s a hard time of life; for

it is trying the most difficult of difficul-

ties—namely, to find itself and its centre
of gravity and its vocation. Youth needs
sympathy. It will not ask it. It as
likely as not does not kmow it needs it
or wants it, but it does. Laughter needs
another laughing voice as sincerely as
weeping needs another voice of tears.
Hearts close and tender — how they
will help! “Snug up to youth.” That
is the advice of the wise pastor to his
folks, and is the wise advice to a pastor
for himself. Stay near where danger
lurks, where menaces are thick, where
the struggle of the world, the flesh, and
the devil, which is very real and traglcally
real, is pressing like a pursuing troop.
Youth for God. That is the world’s
safety. HEverybody not an athelet knows
that. To start with God and stay with
God—what a shelter from temptation!

PLAY PROVIDED FOR BY GOD.

It may well be the pastoral endeavor
to reduce his points of antagonism to
the lowest possible point consistent with
the soul and body interests of the young

is virtuous and is neces-
sary. Play is provided for by our God
in the nature of His creation. Cats are not
the only things that 1ike to frisk. I have
_-omwlmol wished that the logic of play
as seen in pupples and cate and bears
and lions and bables when playing with
their toes might penetrate the thick
cuticle of some I have known to whom
lite was 80 grim that a wintry landscape
was @ rather enlivening scene compared
with life as they conceived it. Play Is
good! Only bad play is wrong.

Get young people to know once for all
that the preacher is a friend to fun and
play, that he lkes giggling himself, that
sport is a delight to him, that games are
things he has not forgotten the attractive-
ness of; then when he does find fault
with certain types of pleasure, they will
heed his words as knowing that they
came not from the heart of a censor,
but from the heart of a man.

It often does a preacher more good
to go out and play ball with his young
folks or run races with them or cut up
“didos” with them than to ask them
to prayer meeting, for the palpable reason
that after such sense of frolic with him
they wjll fes! that where he invites them
is worthy of their regard.

The ca:alogue of evils is not so long,
after all, if we give the matter scrutiny.
To get a sense of the eternal rightnesses
—that is the main business; and having
a sense of the eternal rightnesses, to have

a settled determination for consclence’

sake to do that righteousness thing—
what a strength that is! and how it com-
passes us about with deliverance!

We as ministers are to bring youth
tronting the great decision and the great
strength and the great service which
are all spelled in one word, howbeit a
proper name is the word; it is spelled
“Jesus."

Religion is not so much a cutting off
as It is receiving and applying. Tell
such things with a glad voice to such as
come to church two by two, two by two.
Talk of love as a worthy and desirable
estate. Do not jest at it. Love is very
real and very regal to all whose lives are
touched thereby.

A STRONG MAN'S TASK.

To save young men or women is a
strong man's task. These are the unmade
makers of the world. They need care and
sympathy and wide wisdom, but mainly
love. “ He loves us.” Let every preacher
struggle to have that impression regard-
ing his attitude to prevalent in all the
city where he dwells.

Boys have legs and llke to kick. Why
should preachers perpetually kick at foot-
ball when every boy not a candidate for
an@mia is bound to tumble in that glori-
ous heap of heads and hecls? Why is
that bad? And youth fao manhood likes
that too. It has legs, and the rush, the
audacity, the strength fo vesist, and the
strength necessary for fwpact, all appeal
to strength. *“My son, be strong,” wds the
word of a man oce time—a man who
loved athletics and who said. *“1 keep
my body under.”

Glory In youth and with youth, Get a
natural leadership with them from your
definite, human power of control. We
connot scold people into the kingdom of
God, though some szem to be very certain
we can, We can't and we ought not.
And youth do not meed hectoring at for-
ever, but iifting and showing them the
sky into which they are !ifted.

hold up for others illuminates our own path.”
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Show them that “the life indeed,” of
which the heavenly Book has spoken, is
the life the Christ has revealed—the big
life, big enough to give brawniest brawn
and the gladdest rejoicing and the’ wild-
est dream room, and room forever. Tell
them that sin is an expert in clipping
the wings of life’s endeavors and reli-
glon is an expert in providing an ample
sky and qualifying a competent courage
and giving just and satisfactory returns
in the profits of being worthy and pro-
ceeding along paths whici shall call for
no retreat.
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Only a Rose
BY MRS, SUSAN M. ORIFFITH.

The Lansing Avenue car was full to
the doors, The alsle was packed, every-
body hanging to a strap or the back of
a seat, and still, the volce of the con-
ductor from the rear, called out in even,
cheerful tomes: “Move up toward the
front, please!"

The disagreeable man, midway in the
laughing, swaying crowd, glanced flerce-
ly at the mild-faced conductor, and
breathed out maledictions and threaten-
ing against the car company that fur-
nished such beastly accommodations to
the public.

“Move up, hey!"” he sputtered, in a
loud, pompous tone. “I won't move up!
Other folks may be your fools and pup-
pets if they choose, but I ghall not! This
is an outrage and I shall enter complaint
at once against the company. We pay
for a seat in this car, not for the privi-
lege of oeing packed in here like sar-
dines in a box. Pah! Piff! Puff!”

fhe disagreeable man blew out the su-
perfluous steam of his bottled anger in
a series of whistling sounds, while the
crowd laughed and “moved up,” like the
jolly good natured crowd it was; but he
stood stock-still in his place, did the
disagreeable man. He would not move
up, but remained an emblematic statue
of blighting, withering scorn.

Suddenly, he felt something clutching
his leg, and looking down he beheld a
tiny girl in a short white frock, squeezed
fast in the crowd, one small hand hold-
ing aloft a large bouquet of exquisite roses,
the other hand grasping his trousers and
some of his leg in a firm grip. Her golden
hair fell in a cloud about her shoulders,
and her sweet blue eyes were raised to his
with a confident smile.

“Say, Mr. Man,” she said, tendering
him her precious flowers, “won’t you
please take care of my roses for me?
They're geing to get all mashed down
here, and I'm taking 'em to my Cousin
Roberta. My Cousin Roberta’s going to
have @ party this afternoon to her house.
It’s going to be a rose party and aficr
we've had the party and the 'freshments
my Cousin Roberta's going to take all
the roses we've bringed her to the
Children’s Hospital, and we're going along
and we're going to sing a flower song for
‘em—all about daisles and violets and
sweet peas, and such things, you know—
to cheer 'em up, Cousin Roberta says. The
next corner is where I get off to go to my
Cousin Roberta's house, You can tell the
conductor for me. And you can keep one
of the roses for taking care of 'em for
me. Mebbe it'Ml kind o'cheer you up,
‘cause you don’t look so very happy, I
don’t think. You like that great big
white one best? Well, you can have that.
It's just ’zactly like one my Cousin Ro-
berta sent me when I was sick one time.
And it had a lovely tex' tled to it: “Wash
me and make me whiter than snow. I
thought so much of that tex'. Yes, I get
off here, Give me my roses. Thank you
for holding 'em ¢or me; good bye!"” And,
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almost before the Disagreeable Man could
catoh his hreath, the shimmering golden
curls and the short white skirts had flut-
tered around the cormer, the car had
moved on, and he held in fis hand only
a single rose.

Only one, but that one how gloriously
arrayed. White as the driven snow, the
great, waxen petals folded over a golden
heart; a heart which had taken éweet
sips from the fountain of the sun and so
filled its flower cup. The disagreeable
man forgot to be disagreeable, as he gazed
at the beautiful thing in his hand. His
mother had roses like that, once, in her
garden in the old home, He remembered
well how she used to gather them for wed-.
dings and funerals, and to carry to the
old church on the hill. Why, his white-
souled mother was like that rose—pure
and spotless, with the sunlight of God's
great love hidden 4 ¢p In her heart. And
the text—that was familiar, too! “Wash
me and make me whiter than snow.”
Why, yes he knew that. He used to sing
it in Sunday School when he was a tiny
boy. He wished he could sing it now as
he sung it then. It was a kind of a
prayer, too; what if a prayer like that
should rise from his old desert of a heart
—would it reach Heaven and the ear of
a forgotten God?

He stopped the car and got off, walk-
ing almlessly up one street and down
another, until he entered, unconsciously
dnto the meaner quarter of the city,
where life, stripped of its heauty, strug-
gled to maintain a bare existence. A lit-
tle crippled girl cast hungry eyes upon
the great white rose he carrled in his
hand. With a sudden kindly impulse—
for his heart had grown strangely soft—
he placed it in her hand with a “God
bless you, child,” and passed on. He
never knew what he had done; how he
had illumined a heart and a home; but I
wish he could have seen the passionate
love with which that rose was cherished.
How it brightened the poor, dingy room,
how the people living in the other rooms
were brought in to see and smell of it,
how the room itself, and the little crip-
ple, and the little cripple’s mother, were
all cleaned up their very best, to be fit
to entertain the floral guest—well, it
takes the pen of an artist to write these
things.

And then—well, the next morning, the
little crippled girl's mother came hurrying
in, saying tearfully—for how kind are the
hearts of the poor—“Maggie, Mrs. O'Con-
ner's baby died this morn' An'—an'—
there ain't no flowers for it. Do you
think, me darlint, you could spare the
rose?”

It was the little cripple herself whose
hand laid the precious rose on the breast
of the dead baby; and it was the little
cripple that said comfortingly to the sor-
rowing mother: “Sure, an' the baby's a
beautiful flower herself, Mrs. O'Conner.”

“Yes,” said the little cripple’s mother,
“an’ she’'s blooming in ‘heaven the
day.”

“Like this same white rose,” sald the
little cripple, with a rare and wondrous
smile,

“They's just this difference,” sald her
mother, “flowers don’t never fade In
Heaven; 'cause, you see, they grows in
the Garden of God.”

Only a rose with petals of snow!
Does anyone—can anyone ever quite
know
How far its heavenly fragrance went?
To whom the breath of its beauty was
sent?
Only a rose—a white rose!
But—who knows? Who knows?
~—Christian Observer.
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Robin’s Refrain
This mt:i;'lnln‘, when 1 heard Sir Robin

A bugle summons to his feathered clan,
And saw how, in gay conference, they

began

Swift preparations to escape the chill

Of coming winter, seeking domicile

In sunnier climes,—watching their fleet

wings fan

Farewell to me their friend, the quick
tears ran

Adown my cheeks, and gloom my heart
did fill.

“0 little brothers of the alr,” I cried,
“Are ,!:'l, t:en, bonny birds, but summer
en:

8,

That you no longer with us will abide?”

“Cheer up! cheer up!"” was flung the sweet
refrain,

“'Tis not for aye we go; when winter

en
With April's buds we shall return again!"
Our Dumb Animals.

A Secret
“How can you look so pleasant to-
night?” a man asked his friend. “You

have had a score of interruptions this
afternoon when you had hoped to do a
lot of work.” ‘“That's all right,” was the
answer. “Hvery morning I give my day
to Christ, then I take what He sends.
These interruptions come in the way of
duty, Why should I complain about the
service He has appointed?”’ It wasa very
wise and trustful saying. So many of us
offer a partial consecration, and therefore
the Interruptions are regarded as breaking
the punpose of the day. The only way is
to dedicate all our time, and then to take
every action as prompted by the Lord. It
is amazing how the moments are sancti-
fled when they are thus accepted as the
ordination of grace,

But it is this want of full consecration
that mars and breaks our daily life. It
is not all of a piece, 'We sanctify a mo-
ment, but not a day. We dedicate an
inch, but not a mile. We hold certain
things sacred, and others come to be re-
garded as profane. We want a consecra-
tion that offers everything to the King.
We want a dedication that makes a Foly
Sabbath of every day of the week, which
transfigures common work into holy and
hallowed worshlp.

This was Gladstone’s way. Anyone who
reads Morley's “Life of Gladstone” will
see how his life was made all of a plece
by consistent consecration. No man's life
was ever more greatly varied, and yet one
gpirit ran through all. 1 went through a
big building the other day containing a
great many departments, and | was told
that one heating apparatus warmed the
entire pile. And so it is in the Christian
litfe. The holy fire of consecration should
illumine every room, and every part be
bright and genial, rendering the entire
life holy unto the Lord.—~Sel.

A Fitting Name

An American guest for the night at an
inn in Stirling, Scotland, descended to
the office at break of day and complained
to the person in charge that the bed was

hard.
“It was like sleeping on a board,” he
sald.

The person in charge replied with cold
austerity:

“The great Duke of Wellington once
slept in that bed.”

“No wonder they called him the ‘Iron
Duke, ” remarked the guest, ruefully
rubbing himself as he turned away.

‘It is better to be a laborer for God than a shareholder with Satan.”
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OUR JUNIORS

“ Train up a Child According to His Way."

Chuistine’s Way

To never be late, and never cross,

And never to give her things a toss
Instead of putting them away,
That is Christine’s way.

To help her mother the best she can,
To sh her playthings with Nell and
Nan,

When they came to her house to play,
That is Christine’s way.

To never grumble when things go wrong,
But to drive off trouble with a song,

And just be happy every day,

That is Christine’s way.

Dear little girl that I love so well,

Whose faults 1 know but I will not tell,
How I should like to hear you say,
“I'll try Christine's way!"”

—Mary Rolofson.

Weekly Topic Studies

SEPT. 25.—OUR ORPHANAGE WORK IN
JAPAN.

There are few more interesting stories
in the history of our missionary work in
the Sunrise Kingdom than that of the
founding of the orphanage work in two of
the centres where our work Is located.
Such an institution as a home for desti-
tute children was unknown in Japan, until
it was established under Christlan aus-
pices, and even the people could not under-
stand the spirit which prompted the
Christians to house and care for the
homeless and destitute children, without
any hope of reward. It was an object
Jesson in practical Christianity which will
be far-reaching in its results, for the chil-
dren trained in these Christian homes
will go out to play their part, let us hope,
in the evangelization of their own land.

The occasion of the dnstitution of
orphanage work was the great war be-
tween Russia and Japan. Thousands of
the bread-winners entered the army and
went to the front, leaving their families
practically destitute. Kanazawa, one of
our mission stations upon the west coast
of Japan, was one point of departure for
the soldiers, and later military hospitals
were established there, Dr. McKenzle, our
missionary, in this way was brought into
close touch with many of the men, and
learned of the conditions under which
many little children were living. ‘Wish-
ing to do something for these little ones,
an appeal was made to friends in Canada,
and the orphanage was established on July
1st, 1905.

At first only war orphans were ad-
mitted, but later the privilege was ex-
tended to others. The work has grown
until it has been necessary to secure new
premises, and now there are one hundred
children in the care of our Methodist
Orphanage at Kanazawa, and a smaller
number at Shizuoka, where work has also
been carnled on under direction of the
late Rev. Robert Emberson.

An orphanage under the direction of
the W. M. S. s also located at Kanazawa.

The Juniors will enjoy hearing the
story of the orphans’ outing at the sea-
side, near Kanazawa, as told by Dr. Mc-
Kenzie in The Missionary Bulletin for
March. This outing was the means of a
great deal of pleasure to the little ones,

““Teachers who get

as well as source of renewed health and
strength.

The opportunity will amse here for
offering the Juniors the privilege of
helping on this work. Forty dollars a
year will provide for the food, clothing
and education of one of these little ones.
Would your Juniors like to have a share
in this work? Many Junior societies, Sun-
day Schools and classes, as well as indi-
vidualg are undertaking the support of
one or more of these children, and surely
no service could be more Chnistlike,
In this way they are helping to extend
the Kingdom in the Empire of Japan.—
C.C. 8.

OCT. 2—WHY DID CHRIST'S COMPAN-
IONS LEAVE HIM? Mark 14: 50,

Leading questions for study:

1. Jesus sald to his disciples, “my soul
is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death:
tarry ye here and watch with me.” Did
these companions really kmow of Christ's
sorrow? Who alone did?

2. He had shown his love and sympathy

for them. Might they not have comforted
Him? What does Mark 14: 50, say they
did?

3. Explain “ The Spirit indeed is w'lling
but the flesh is weak.” Was this a gentle
chiding or excuse for slumbering?

4. Are we united with Christ, so that we
“abide” in him?

5. Are we fruitful branches?
can we be? See John 14: 117,

6. Read Matt. 26: 36-46.

7. Do our companions ever leave us?
Why?

8. Are we seeking to-day the compan-
fonship of Jesus?—C. G. W.

If not how

OCT. 9—ON THE WAY TO CALVARY.
Mark 15: 15-25.

Jesus had been condemned to die, by the
Roman Governor, Pilate, because the Jew-
ish priests and people demanded it. He
is on his way to Calvary, the little round
hill shaped like a skull outside the gates
of Jerusalem. It is one of the saddest
moments in his life. It was the custom
of the Romans that a criminal sentenced
to be crucified should carry his own cross
to the place where he was to suffer death.
Jesus was forced to submit to this also.
The previous days had been such, and
the loss of sleep, had weakened the body
s0 that under the severe and heavy load,
as he walked, he fainted amd fell. A
stranger was seen coming up the road,
one of the dark-skinned men from Cyrene
in Afnica. The rough soldiers made thie
man lift and carry the wooden cross.
It was not long before he looked away
from the cross to Jesus, who held him
captive in mind and heart. Walking
beside Jesus, Simon of Cyrene saw His
mejesty and meekness, His sweetness and
courage, and became a disciple on the
road to Calvary. More than that, he led
others afterwards to the Master. What
lessons do we learn from Simon? Con-
trast the conduct of the soldiers and peo-
ple! What did the disciples do? Give
examples of the patlence, thoughtfulness
and love of Jesus.—C. G. W.

OCT. 16—THE FRIENDS AT THE
CROSS. John 19: 25-27.

When Jesus, the soldiers and Simon
reached Calvary much happened that we
must pass over—"the words He spoke,
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the dying robber whom He won, the dark-
ness that covered Him, the miracles which
proved that He was no ordinary sufferer
who was fighting His one fight more, the
confession of the Moman centurion who
saw Him die.” God crowned Jesus with
glory. We want you to see a lttle group
at the foot of His cross. What a dark
day it was for them! John was there.
He was the only one of the Aposties not
afrald to be very near to Jesus then.
John was faithful, trueshearted and loyal.
With John there were four women, their
hearts filled with sorrow. Who were they?
We think that when John heard the
sentence of death passed at the bar of
Pilate he hurried away and told the faith-
ful women and the mother of Jesus about
it. He then gave them his guldance and
company, and they must have felt it was
good to be under the care of so good and
kind a friend at this time. Jesus looking
down from the cross sald to John, “ Behold
thy mother,” committing to him the care
of one He dearly loved. To Mary Jesus
sald, * woman behold thy son.” There
was much in these words. No longer was
He an earthly son but a divine Saviour.
‘With John she went to live, and they loved
each other well because they each loved
Jesus better. As superintendent you take
this little bit out of the wonderful story
lald down His life for His sheep."—
C G w.
OCT. 23 —CHRIST'S COMPANIONS
WITHOUT HIM. Luke 23: 50-56.

Joseph of Arimathea, the rich, noble
hut timid member of the Sanhedrim,
ghowed his new courage and sympathy
for Jesus by going to Pilate and begging
His body. His act encouraged the equally
timid Nicodemus who came with myrrh
and aloes to embalm the body and wrap
it in the fine linen which Joseph had
bought. Near Calvary, in the garden of
Joseph was a new rock-shewn tomb, where
they reverently lald the body, and rolled
a great stone against the door. While
the body lay there, the ceremony and
pomp of the Passover went on. But the
chief rulers fearing, that as Lazarus had
been raised from the dead, so might the
Saviour come forth, they ordered the door
to be sealed and a Roman guard placed to
watch.

Friends and companions have been
taken from us, but they are ours still.
Though Jesus went away, He still is as
true, tender, wise and loving. The same
yesterday, to-day and forever.

What sayings of friends not now with
us help us most?

What promises in the Bible assure us
of the everlasting friendship of Jesus?
'(l;hn‘;'e :Vm many ! Find some of them.—

B 2
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THE YANKEE'S FARM,
(See Aug. number.)

First correct solution received from H. L
Jackman, Toronto, August 6th.

4

all their truth off a shelf, soon get on the shelf.”
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Scripture Alphabet

Whatever helps the Juniors to obtain
a working knowledge of the Bible, even
in an elementary sense, is good. At the
Trinity (Fletcher) Junior League, where
Miss Bell has a promising band of about
thirty bright girls and boys, an original
exercise was given. The prize paper
which we give herewith will explain.
It is the work of Sadie Rice, and very
creditable indeed. The pastor, Mr.
Baines, examined the papers and made
the awards. We congratulate Sadle on
her success.

A soft answer turneth away wrath: but
grievous words stir up anger.—Pro-
verbs 15: 1.

Better is a dry morsel, and quietness
therewith, than on house full of sacri-
fices with strife.—Prov. 17: 1.

Pommit thy works unto the Lord, and
thy thoughts shall be hed.—
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You Should Know

How the Candlefish Burns.
The Indians of the Pacific Coast of
British Columbia use a curious candle.
called the “‘eulachon,”
or “candlefish.” It is not more than
an inch in length, and looks like a smelt.
It is richer in fatty material than any
other fish, and so makes a good substi-
tute for a candle. The Indians dry it,
when it will burn with a bright flame.
Sometimes they simply light it at the
tail, and sometimes they run a wick
through the body.—The King's Ouwn,

How the First Steel Pen was Made.
Joseph Gillott, an English jeweller, in-
vented the steel pen, One day accident-
ally splitting the end of one of his fine
steel jewel-making tools, he threw it
peevishly on the floor, An hour later it
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crawl on the shore and rocks, both being
unable to swim.

Why Popcorn Pops.

Can you tell why popcorn pops? 1f you
can give no satisfactory explanation per-
haps the following will interest you:—

A grain of popcorn is a receptacle filled
with tightly-packed starch grains. Its
interior is divided into a large number
of cells, each of which may be regarded
as a tiny box, with walls strong enough
to resist consideratle pressure from with-
in. When heat is applied the moisture
present in each little box is converted in-
to steam, which finally escapes by ex-
plosion.

In order to secure a satisfactory pop-
ping there is required a very high heat,
which causes most of the cells to explode
gimultaneously. The grain of corn then
turns literally inside out, and is transform-

into a relatively large
mass of snow-white starch,

Proverbs 16: 3.

Devise not evil against thy neighbor see-
ing he dwelleth securely by thee.—
Proverbs 3: 29,

Evil pursueth sinnners: but to the right-
eous good shall be repaid.—Proverbs
13: 21.

Folly is set in great dignity, and the rich
sit in low places.—Ecclesiastes 10: 6.

Give instruction to a wise man, and he
will be yet wiser: teach a just man,
and he will increase in learning.—
Proverbs 9: 9.

Honour thy father and thy mother that
thy days may be long upon the land
which the Lord thy God giveth thee.—
Exodus 20: 12.

In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word
was God.—St. John 1: 1.

Judge not, that ye be not judged.—
Matthew 7: 1.

Keep thee far from a false matter; and
the innocent and righteous slay thou
not: for I will not justify the wicked.
—Exodus 23: 7.

Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteousness,
because of mine enemies; make thy
way straight before my face.—5—8
of Psalms.

My defence is of God, which saveth the
upright in heart.—Psalms 7

Nevertheless God, that comforteth those
that are cast down, comforted us by
the coming of Titus.—2 Corinthians

1: 6.

Open rebuke is better than secret love.
—Proverbs 27: 5.

Pride goeth before destruction, and an
haughty spirit before a fall.—Pro-
verbs 16: 18.

Qu;ncihn not the Spirit.—1 Thessalonians

Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous
for praise is comely for the upright.
—Psalm 33: 1.

Surely I would speak to the Almighty,
and 1 desire to reason with God.—
Job 13: 8.

The Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear? the Lord is the
strength of my life; of whom shall
I be afraid?—Psalm 27: 1.

Unto thee will I ery, O Lord my rock;
be not silent to me: lest, if thou be
silent to me, I become like them that
go down into the pit.—Psalm 28: 1.

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that
believeth on me hath everlasting life.
—John 6: 47.

Watch and pray, that ye enter not into
temptation: the spirit indeed is will-
izneﬂ, 4but the flesh is weak.—Matthew

. 41,

Ye shall seek me, and shall not find
the: and where I am, thither ye can-
not come.—John 7: 34.

Zebulum shall dwell at the haven of the
sea; and he shall be for an haven of
ships; and his border shall be unto
Zidon,—Genesis 49: 13.

PALE STINE
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beautiful to the eye

Though gaining 80
jargely in bulk by pop-
ping, the grain of corn
loses considerably in
welght, It has been found
that one hundred average
grains of unpopped corn
weigh thirteen grams,
whereas the same number
of grains after popping
welgh only eleven grams.
The difference is the
welght of the evaporated
water originally contained
in the corn grains.

If the popcorn is old and
dry it will not pop well.
At best, a few cells near
the centre of the grains
will burst and the result
is not satisfactory. At
the base of the kernels,
where the latter are at-
tached to the cob, the cells
appear to be the dryest,
and it Is noticed that these
cells are seldom ruptured
in the popping. It may be
that this is why popcorn
is always preserved on the
cob and mever “shucked”
for market.

At the annual Christmas
examination at Elm House
School, Surbiton, one of
the questions set was:

Should women have votes
for Parliament? Give your
reasons for and against.

me very nice maps were sent in, but the other com- : be-
Detitons will all agree when they see this that it de- One boy ':p',h’ddl dN";h
serves the prize. If you think you can beat it, try your cause If they ey
hand and send us your drawing. would want to get
fnto Parliament, and
was necessary for him to write a letter. then they would pass a lot of silly
Where was his quill pen? He gearched laws such as that a man was not
high and low, but couldn’t find it. . to smoke before his wife, or that

ing, finally on the floor, he discovered
the broken tool. He tried to write with
this and succeeded. Then he began mak-
ing steel pens.

About Fish that Can't Swim.

More than one specles of fish is met
with that cannot swim, the most singular
of which, perhaps, is the maltha, a Bra
zillian fish, whose organs of locomotion
only enable it to crawl or walk or hop,
after the manner of a toad, to which ani-
mal this fish to some extent Bears a re-
gemblance, and it is provided with a long,
upturned snout, Other examples of non-
swimming fishes include the sea-horse,
another most pecullarly shaped inhabitant
of the sea, and the starfish, of which
there are many epecimens, which walk or

wives were to have Wednesdays and
Thursdays off, and then the men would
have to stay at home and mind the chil-

dren.
A logical answer to the question, Why
does a kettle sing? was furnished by a

boy who wrote: Because if it did not
you could not tell when the kettle was
bolling.

Asked to explain the initials 0. 0. D,
the replies received included * Collec-
tor of debts,” and ‘* cod-liver oil drink."”

Another enterprising youth described
a sleeping partner as " a man who goes
to sleep when playing bridge.”

Asked how he would mend a puncture
in a bicycle tire, a boy’s answer was to
the point: 1 would get a box of stuff
that you do it with, and stick it on.

“We cannot play truant from the school of Experience.”
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““The Bible Studying Service of the Church."

Rally Day in the Sund y School

The value of a good start for the Fall
Term in all school work is recognized
by teachers generally. The Sunday
School should seek to begin the month
of October with a spirit of enthusiasm.

Vacation is over; the families are again
at home, and the ordinary routine of
domestic and business life is once more
taking the place of prominence. To as-
semble all the possfble working force, to
gather together the largest number of
scholars, to give the Sunday School a
position it deserves in the thought,
esteem, and attention of the congregation,
are some of the alms of Rally Day.

Just how the exercfses shall be con-
ducted depends almost wholly on the loca)
conditions and the spirit and enterprise
of the superintendent. But unless some
special preparation be made for it, and
extra work be put into it, the day will
belie its name, Ordinary announcements
will not give it the prominence it ought
to have. Some plan of advertising should
be adopted that a large measure of pub-
licity may be given the occasion. The
originality of the members of the school
may be drawn upon, but bright ideas are
In many minds that need only to be
awakened to give them forth. Local
printing should be freely used, and In
some way every home in the community
should receive an intimation of the day.
Some such form as the following will
atiract attention, arouse curiosity, awaken
interest, and increase attendance.

Realize the opportunity '
And show that you are

Loyal to the Sunday School.

Let nothing prevent

Your attendance on SEPT. 26mn,

Delightful evercises will
Assure a happy hour for
You and yours. COME!
Or a more extended announcement may
be made on a printed card or sheet of any
size, as this:

Really i

and P

A bappy and helptul hour  Assured,

Live scholars will show their  Loyalty to the school,
Liberal offer'ngs will prove their Love,

You will be missed it You do not attend.

Do not think another
Assist the school and
You are not too old,

Day will do.
Aid yourself,
You are not oo tired.

Sunday. the 2th dsy of September, is the date,
E very parent, Come ! Every child, Come !
Pegister your name for Regular attendance
Verity our prophecy, No Vacant seats.

Inspire the Superintendent | nspire the teachers,
Cheerfully greet your Companions.

Eversbody in the

Pulpit announcements a fortnight In ad
vance are good, but are not sufficient.
The superintendent may talk up the day
from the platform, but that alone will not
tring out a crowd. Get the teachers en-
thusiastic, set the puplls to work, canvass
the neighborhood, write the old scholars,
bring out the Cradle Roll, send rigs, It
necessary for the older members of the
Home Department—in short, make a
point to personally approach in some
way, by the most ready and available
n‘wnu, every member of the congrega-

tion,
The Rally Day programme offered freely
‘“The Bible does

on one simple and reasonable conditton to
all our Sunday Schools will prove most
helpful to very many. All our superin-
tendents whose names and addresses are
in the records at the General Office have
been written to on the matfer, and every
one of our circuit ministers has been in-
formed of it. “The Path of Life" is the
title of the service, and it has been pre-
pared with a view to the capacity of the
average Sunday School, Its wide and
general use will do much good.

Whatever form of service Rally Day
takes with you, let it be well thought out,
carefully planned, extensively advertised,
and systemafically followed up, and it
will prove fruitful of much good results. A
larger number of our schools than ever
before observed the day in 1909. We ex-
pect that 1910 will increase the number
greatly. May success attend yours, and
September 25th prove a most delightful
and profitable day in your school.

The Teacher and His Bible
BY REV. G. 8, CLENDINNEN, S.T.L., OTTAWA.

The teacher in relation to the lesson
held the floor at conventions and in the
literature of the Sunday School for a
long while. Then it was the teacher in
relation to the scholar, and this Im-
portant phase of the work is still pro-
minently before us. But there is ur-
gent need to emphasize the importance
of the teacher being thoroughly familiar
with his Bible, not m.rely as a reser-
voir of texts or of lessons, but as a
hody of literature, unique in fits In-
fluence upon human history, and peer-
less in its power to Inspire personal
character.

Tt may be worth while to look at that
familiar volume known as the "‘Teach-
er's Bible,” with its well-known features
arranged with a view to the needs of the
Sunday School teacher, and to estimate
the value and meaning of some of these
provisions.

The Teacher's Bible is clearly printed
and strongly bound, in order that con-
stant use may not weary the reader nor
wear out the book. The newspaper or
the ephemeral novel may be cheaply
produced for transient use, but the daily
companion of a lifetime must have the
easily-read face and the constant en-
durance of a well-tried friend. It Is
the same idea that is illustrated in the
fact that the Teacher’s Bible is of a
suitable size to be carried in the hand.
It 18 the teacher's constant companion.
He knew the comfort of a portable
Bible who said: Word have I
hid in my heart." reported
that a man had read his Bible through

EntireCongregation, Come glaven times, adding that the summary

“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy-
self” might save a lot of time. But
he who would absorb the virtue of good
literature must not be parsimonious of
time,

The “thumb index” is a capital de-
vice for ledger or dictlonary, to obviate
waste of time In turning leaves. Its ap-
plication to the books of the Bible re-
minds us that the teacher should be able
to find his cherished friends with uner-
ring Instinct, even with his eyes shut.
One cannot but suspect that the use of
this index in the Bile is largely due to
the questionable fashion of using the
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Soriptures purely as a work of reference,
especially the looking up of specific
“verses” which may be quoted as proof-
texts or maxims. However valuable the
isolated verse may be as a condensed
statement of precious truth, it should
always be used with regard to its orig-
inal sense and context, and the student
of the Seriptures must know that the
true unit of comparison and reference
is, not the text or phrase, but the whole
production, be it Psalm, Epistle, or
Gospel. If the thumb index, by setting
off each writing by itself, would lead us
to study our Divine Library book by
book, liugering long enough with each
document to gain a clear and perman-
ent impression of its essential message
and quality, it would be well. After
such a study of the sixty-six “‘Serip-
tures” which form the Old and New
Testaments, perhaps the index will be
unnecessary.

There is something to be sald for the
“gelf-pronouncing’ Bible, at least for
the use of beginners. Exact scholarship
is known by its accuracy in the minut-
est details of a subject, and the student
who has a reliable memory of the im-
portant epochs of history or the influ-
ential titles in literature, should be
familiar with all the leading characters
of the Seriptures, able to pronounce
their names satisfactorily, and to place
each name in its appropriate setting.

The varied and voluminous materlal
which is assembled in the appendix
of the Teacher's Rible is of little prac-
tical worth, because (1) much of it is
of purely traditional origin, of trifiing
importance, and makes very dry read-
ing, and as a consequence (2) few ever
read it. (Notice how clean the leaf-
edges are here, even though the rest of
the book fs well “thumbed.”) We
know how Jesus digposed of the appen-
dix oi tradition which the elders and
seribes had provided for their Seriptures.
And in our day the exaggerated em-
phasis often placed upon ‘“‘helps” sug-
gests that our Biblical appendix might
very properly be “eut out” also. Never-
theless, some parts of it are of great
value to the thoughtful student, and
should be retained. First in impor-
tance is the series of maps illustrating
the history of the Biblical nations. For
a knowledge of the geography of Syria
and surrounding countries it is indls-
pensable to an intelligent comprehension
of the life that had its course in these
lands. The maps should be studied
and reproduced by the teacher until he
can follow with closed eyes the journeys
of the holy men of old, and especially
of Him who made Palestine for us the
Holy Land.

Possibly next in order we should place
the Harmony of the Gospels. Every
teacher should know something of the
“Synoptic Problem’ and the relation of
the Fourth Gospel to the others. Did
the reader ever try to make a harmony
for himself? If so, he knows how valu-
able such an exercise I8 In aiding to a
clear conception of each of these four
portraits of the Christ. Certain other in-

for! fan, and
statistical, might be Included, but in
most cases the appendix is quite too
large for practical purposes. ides,
the first-class Bible Dictionary which in
these days ought to be within the reach
of every Sunday School teacher is more
than a substitute for these bulky “alds.”

There is food for thought in the sug.
gestion that a Chinese scholar is re-
spected in proportion to the smallness of
his library, as he knows so much that
he does not need books. How big is
the Bible that you carry in your heart?

Let us ever remember that the inspir-
ing Spirit is the interpreting Spirit, and
that only as He dwells In us are we
fitted to teach His truth.

not make us sinless, but it makes us sin less.”
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The Future of My Boys

It is a great responsibility to rear up
children Few parents have the apti-
tude and the perception that is needed
in this great work. Hspecially it is im-
portant to look after the boys. Every
boy is fitted for something; the difficulty
is to tell what the one thing is that he
is best fitted for. It needs a keen in-
sight to * discern the signs " and form
an idea of their signification.

Some well-known writer has sald that
“a child should be treated as a live
tree, and helped to grow; not as dry,
dead timber, which is to be carved Into
this or that shape, and to have certain
moldings grooved upon it.' This Is
true as gospel, but the difficulty lies in
the fact of the parent not knowing the
kind of tree. Dr. Isaac Watts when a
child was exceedingly fond of verse-
making. His father, a somewhat stern
and strait-laced Puritan, objected to his

help thinking how much was lost to the
world by these men failing to find their
vocations earlier. If their start in life
had been in a more congenial sphere
who can say how much greater their in-
fluence would have been. The lesson
for us should be to study the inclina-
tions and tastes of our children, so that,
if we cannot make them men of genius
we can, at any rate, put them in a posi-
tion where their talents will be best
fostered and developed

This can be ascertained pretty accur-
ately by watching the children and ob-
serving their ways when they are by
themselves. Place « box of cubes in
the hands of any number of children;
probably not more than one of them will
have any idea wh to do with them
They all will be delighted with the toys,
but this one alone will plan the rail-
ways, make the bridges, fashion the
tunnels, and build the houses The
child who knows how to direct his play-

SUNDAY SCHOUL CONVENTION IN TOKIO! JAPAN

son’s doing this, and did what he could
to persuade the boy into other chan-
nels of thought. He even went so far
as to threaten the young poet with cor-
poral punishment should he find him
making any more poetry. Yet the son
followed his bent, and is now regarded
one of the first of English hymn writers.

The poet Cowper was brought up to
the law, which he hated, and never,
when he could help it, opened a book
that treated of the profession. Captain
Cook, the celebrated navigator, was ap-
prenticed to a haberdasher. Turner,
the greatest of English landscape paint-
ers, was a barber. Kepler, the astrono-
mer, was a waiter in a German public
house. Hugh Miller, the geologist, was
a bricklayer. Faraday, the philosopher,
was apprenticed to a bookbinder.  Be-
wick, the father of wood engraving, was
a coal miner. Ben Jonson was a mason
and worked at the building of Lincoln's
Inn before he ever wrote dramas.

In noting these records one cannot

mates in these games with proper train-
ing may become a successful architect,
engineer, or surveyor. The others will
hardly develop in that direction.

Now, take the same group of children
¢nd give them a box of paints and some
brushes. The boy who was so forward
with the blocks will not shine in this
exercise, That little lad who could
only move the blocks as he was told
takes the lead and shames all his asso-
ciates. He is Interested in the colors,
is quick to take a hint, and with a few
directions is able to make a fairly good
pilcture. He is gifted with artistic
power, and with training will make an
artist

Not all the boys are possessed of
genius, but do not be discouraged be-
cause a boy is dull. Seek to awaken an
interest ‘n him for something, and then
keep him going. With diligence and
perseverance great results may be ob-
tained even with quite ordinary talents.
Some of the most distinguished of the

Tf—,
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world's masters were considered dunces
in their boyhood. But they had not
found their vocation. When their in-
terest was awakened they were brilliant
enough. Bvery boy to succeed must be
interested in what he is doing.
Therefore it behooves every parent to
find out his child's special bent; gener-
ally that will be what he most delights
in doing. Even in his play a boy will
give indications of what his futura
career will be. If fathers were only
more careful and watchful of their boys
there would not be so many disappoint-
ments nor so many failures in life.
Fathers are much remiss in this respect.
Generally the management of the chil-
dren s left with the mother, and unless
a boy's conduct is so culpable as to get a
bad report at hool or the home the
father takes very little interest in his
going or coming When the important
moment arrives and the decision is to
be made “ what the boy is to be,” the

A REMARKABLE GATHERING

matter is decided by the boy's inclina-
tion, which is possibly the result either
of a mere fancy or the chance speech of
some acquaintance. Far better would
it have been in most cases if the father
had been able to direct his son in his
choice by his knowledge of the boy's
character and ability.—F. M. Colby, in
Epworth Herald.

The Rev. T. H. Darlow, M.A., the lit-
erary superintendent of the British and
Foreign Bible Society, has made a sum-
mary of the languages and dialects in
which the Bible is printed in Africa.
One hundred years ago the Scriptures
were printed in three languages—Cop-
tic, Ethiopic, and Arabic; now Mr. Dar-
low states that portions of the Bible
have already been printed in no fewer
than 101 languages and dlalects of
Africa. The complete Bible exists in
fifteen African languages, and of these
twelve have been issued by the soclety.

“Try is the beginning of Triumph.”




o nie

S

RS N RS

i
4
£

220 THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

REPORTS FROM THE FIELD |

Young People’s Work in the
Country

Much of the strength of our Church
is in the rural sections, and Fullarton
Circuit in the London Conference is one
of the many flourishing fields of which
we have reason to be proud. From a
purely personal letter we have gleaned
a few facts more particularly in refer-
ence to the Young People’s work. Bro.
Swann will be surprised to read this
article, but as there are too many of our
ministers who, because they are on
country circults, pay but indifferent at-
tention to Epworth League concerns, we
feel impelled to give this notice to the
work of a man who says “ though I have
been thirty-six years in the ministry I
am in full sympathetic touch with our
young people.” In his letter, Mr, Swann
also writes: “The League work on this
circuit is an important factor. We have
four churches. The interest of -the
weekly meetings is well su-iained for
country places. One of the Leagues
holds its meetings on Sunday night, so
I cannot be with them. I attend the
other Leagues with a good deal of reg-
ularity We have an Epworth League
and Sunday School Convention on the
circuit every year, and I am sure it is an
inspiration. A good number of our
Leaguers will take topics, lead in prayer,
and give testimony. The missionary
contributions were greater this year than
ever before, We will try to still lead
our young people in noble, worthy
Christian endeavor. May God bless and
encourage you in your work."”

The good wishes of our brother are
fully reciprocated and the hope expressed
that his spirit may be contagious and
his note, as quoted above, an inspiration
to many other younger pastors equally
well situated for aggressive League work
in country places.

At Shannonville, Ont., the League Com-
mittees are striving to make the‘meet-
ings interesting and helpful. Not long
since they conducted an examination,
based on the Constitution Thirty-five
questions were given and the answers
were written by the members. This en-
abled them to study and know more of
the League Constitution, and it was thor-
oughly enjoyed. The evening closed with
refreshments being served by the Social
Committee. When the Pastor returned
from Conference the young people greeted
bim with the word “ Welcome,” made of
white flowers suspended over the pulpit.

L

The Shelburne Epworth League have
tried a series of what they called “Contest
Programmes,” each department providing
a programme in harmony with that de-
partment. Judges were appointed, and
a schedule arranged, giving marks for
punctuality, attendance, arrangement, in-
terest and moral effect. A splendid at-
tendance at each meeting was the result
of personal work by the committee, and
judicious advertising. A collection was
taken at these meetings which more than
paid expenses.

..

From Prescott comes the announcement
that they have been losing one worker
after another from their League ranks,
but they have been sustained by the num-
ber promoted from the Juniors, who are

exceedingly willing to work. Good! This
is as it should be. While necessarily
from the Senior Society workers must
leave, the vacant places should be con
stantly filled by those who are being
trained in the Junior Society.

In a letter received from N. W. we find
a striking sentence which may cncourage
another timid ome: *“I am glad the
league Insisted on my assuming the
office of President. It has been a means
of strengthening me. 1 have learned the
lesson that whenever I am asked to do

anything it is best to try anyway, for we
do not know what we really can do until
we try."”

September, 191020

school. The Society members should
enter into church fellowship and work
gradually, as soon as possible, but not
all at one plunge. A “heart to heart
talk” with the pastor would materially
assist both President and preacher.

« .

Wesley Epworth League, Vancouver,
have undertaken to raise $5,000.00 this
year-for the extension of the Methodist
work in Vancouver, and have so far got
$2,000.00, and by the end of December
hope to get the balance.

« e

Instead of printing cards for the sum-
mer months Westmoreland Ave. Epworth
League, Toronto, had a number of fans
prepared, on the back of which is printed
in neat, small type the Pledge and a mis-
slonary message. The front contains a
bright Japanese figure, and this attrac-
tive way of advertising the League has
proved both practical and useful in
Church and Sunday School services dur-
Ing the warm weather. Others are adapt-
ing the same plan. The
President is both orig-

CHURCHES ON FULLARTON CIRCUIT.

Upper—Bethel and Carlingford.

inal and aggressive.
= s

G. M. writes thus: “I
believe the great trouble
is with the young
people these days not
realizing the serious-
ness of living for
Christ as they should.
There seems to be
greater attractions for
them outside the Church
and League room.”

We might reply by
saying: “Because such
conditions exist we
should be more alive
and alert to employ
such methods as will
attract the young. Too
many meetings are pre-
pared hastily, without
much forethought, and
are planned by only one,
instead of gaining the
advice and sympathy
and eventually the help
of those whom we de-
sire to have In our
work. Make your
League room one of the
most attractive spots
outside the home. Make
your programmes so
good that having had a
taste many will want
another just as helpful
and as good. Forget
not that individual
work forever counts,
but that in unity there
is strength.”

Lower—Mount Pleasant and Fullarton, LI

A. D tes thus: “I fully realize that
there is something wrong with the ma-
chinery or the connections, We are not
doing the work we should do. I know
in places like this there seems to be a
spiritual apathy over pastor and people
alike. 1 do not like to be pessimistic,
but I am sure it is the truth. I know in
our church here we have not had one
addition to our members on profession
for over a year, and if you go after the
young people they do not seem to have
ise for these things.”"

The Young People's Society should be
an organization for the definite training
of church workers. Every Society should
80 move its members through the com-
mittees and officers as to develop them
and fulfil its function as a training

**If you would not have your sin find you out,

J. B. McC. possesses
the right kind of spirit in that
he says: “I am determined to make
the League move some, and the mom-
bers take a more active interest in
the work. By the help of our Master and
co-operation of the Committees, we have
been doing better of late. In our West-
ern country we have some strangers at
every meeting. It has been my ambition
to see strangers made welcome, and theg
same spirit has been awakened in other
members of the League, and no one
comes among us unnoticed, and soon is
enlisted in the ranks of workers.”

. v

“Help us to build each-other up,
Our little stock improve;
Increase our faith, confirm our hope,
And perfect us in love.”

find it out yourself.”

s by Pt ot ul Rl
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‘A Study in Evolution”

In 1808 the name “Boon Avenue” first
appeared on the minutes of the Toronto
Conference, Rev. P. P. Bryce was the
minister stationed there. For a couple
of summers previous services had been
conducted in the neighhorhood, then fam-
illarly known as Shacktown, by a few
devoted workers from Westmoreland
Church. The growth of the community

Bay of Quinte Summer School

BY MISS F. E. HALL.

Another year in the history of the
Summer Schools has rolled by and again
the young people numbering nearly two
hundred, after a week of spiritual uplift,
have returned to their various fields of
labor with hearts thrilled and filled with
a knowledge of the work to be done for

BOON AVENUE

has been rapid, and that the church under
wige and aggressive pastoral leadership
has kept pace, is very clear from our
pictures and the simple statement of the
fact that the Sunday School now num-
bers 723 members. The Cradle Roll has
over 300 names on it, and to visit the
school when in sion is to see such a
busy hive of industry as g joy to the
soul, The corner stone ceremonies of a
new building were held with befitting
thanksgiving on July 30th, and the future
of our cauvse in Boon Avenue is excep-
tionally bright. From Shacktown to Earls
court is a long move, but it has been ac-
complished in a short time, and the transi
tion from a service held under a tree by
a few loyal Sunday School workers, con-
nected with the Home Deparcment of a
wide-awake neighboring church, (o the
splendid and promising equipment of to-
day, is surely cause for surprise and
praise, The wonderful development of the
whole neighborhood is what the pastor
has fittingly termed it, a study in evolu-
tion, one for which we may all give thanks.
There are few churches more thoroughly
organized for aggressive Christian work
than the Boon Avenue of to-day.

All Through a Comma

Some good stories connected with mis
takes in reading through disregard cf
punctuation are told in the “Life of Canon
Fleming,” just published.

At a banquet a man reading the toast
list, “Woman; without her, man would be
a savage,” misplaced the comma, and
startled everyone by reading, “Woman,
without her man, would be a savage.
Or, again, a clergyman was asked to offer
up the following prayer in church: “A
sailor going to sea, his wife desires the
prayers of the congregatlon for his safety.”
The curate, likewise misplacing a com-
ma, read out to the astonished congrega-
tion, “A sallor, going to see his wife, de-
sires the prayers of the congregation for
his safety.”

CHURCH IN 10808,

the Master. The surroundings were ideal
at the summer hotel in Wellington, Tie
programme hiad been carefully thought out
and well planned. Prof. McLaughlin
directed the thought in ‘the study of the
Bible. Rev. Doyle, our Western
Associate Secretary, conducted confer
ences on the different departments of
League work, and his presence and help-
ful addresses were an inspiration to all.
The Mission Study Classes, taught by
Prof. Doxsee and Mr. Doyle, enabled the
students to gain a greater knowledge of
the work and opportunities in our own
and foreign countnies, Misses Paul and
Munro related
sheir experiences
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Representative Nations

. A nation of beginnings?
Ans,, Germination
Actor's nation?
Impersonation.
Nation for criminals?
Condemnation
. Murderer’s nation?
A ination.
Nation for astonished people?
Cons tion.
Nation fc '

S

rulers?
Domination
. Nation for their subjects?
Subordination
. Nation for pests?
Extermination
9. Nations for provoking disapproval?
Indignation.
10. Teacher's nation?
Explanation
11. Scholar's nation?
Examination
12. Nation for trus
Combination
13. For unwilling people
Procas

=

-

=

Carr
16. Palitician’s nation
Nomination
17. For contagious diseases
Isolation
18, Nation for deer?
Stagnation
20. For the resolute?
Determination
21, For a new King?
Coronation.
22. The poet’s nation?
Imagination.
For those whose business is ended?
Resignation
24, For benevolent people?
Donation
25, A charming nation?
Fascing
26. Natlon of s
Denomination
7. Critics nation?
Diserimination

To cherish life, caring for {he health
by wholesome recreation; to improve in

as missionaries
in our own land,
while Dr. Ser-
vice carries us
away to China.
Rev. R. E. Fin-
ley also told of
his work in Sas-
katchewan as a
pastor.
Excellent ad
dresses were also
given by Revs,
Clare, Moore and
Rogers, Mr.
M. Peterson and
Miss Mabel
Thompson. Stir
ing address:s
were  delivered
by Revs. Doyle
ind Bartlett,
and the latter
preached the
dosing  sermon
on Sunday even-
ing. Dr.Stephen-
son visited the
school, also Mrs, Platt, President of Bay of
Quinte branch W.M.S,, and briefly ad-
dressed the delegates. An impressive ser
vice was held by the grave of Dr, Mac
donald, who labored so long in Japan, in
which Revs, Houck and Totten participated.

BOON AVENUE CHURCH ACCOMMODATION LATELY

mental grasp by study, in spiritual power
by consecration; to keep faith in God the
(reator by prayer, in man the creature
by affection, in society by service; to' serve
by doing what I can now without waiting
until 1 am able to do some great thing.

‘“They who live for bread alone are always hungry.”

i




222 THE CANADIAN

Boyhood Games in the Days of
Shakespeare
BY JAMES L. ELDERDICE,

i Shakespeare took an interest in the
sports and pastimes of hi day is shown
by the frequency with whic h he refers to
them by way of illustration Some of the
games in whic no doubt, as a boy he
took part are still in popular use to-day
A few of these are known to us under
changed name others have lost some of
the distinguishing features which gave
them charm in the olden times. The
childish sport of seesawing was known
as ding the wild mare.” The couplet
that we hear chanted now by those en-
gaged in this pleasant occupation,

“Seesaw, penny a day,
Work for money and throw it away,’

was probably never heard by the great
dramatist. Sometimes the chiliren say:
“Let us go teet Joaquin Miller in on¢
of his poems, eaking of the vicissitudes
of life, says
“The teeter board of life goes up,
The teeter board of life goes down.’

Leapfrog seems to have been a Persian
game brought over to England centuries

courts was countenanced by the example
of royalty. With Charles II. especlally
the sport was a diversion. A historical
event is recorded in connection with this
me. When King Henry V. was meditat-
ing war against France, tfe Dauphin, by
dor, sent him as a gift some
accompanied by an insulting
message, intimating that he was better
skilled in tennis than in the art of war
Shakespeare makes Henry thus reply:

‘When we have matched our rackets to
these balls,
We \\ill in France, by God's grace, play
a sel
Shall qlrlke his fathel
hazard.”
Hide-and-seek was called hide-fox and
all-after. Sometimes it was known as all
hid, all hid. What we call blind man's
buff had various names—harrie-racket, or
are you all hid? But the general term
was hoodman blind. As shown in old
pictures, the players formerly had long
hoods; the hoodman drew his over his
head, while the others used theirs to
buffet him. Hence the term “ hoodwink.'
Epworth Herald.

s crown into the

In the midst of all our privileges we ar
apt to forget these children of terrible

THE CRADLE ROLL, BOON

ago, and played now just as it was then.
King Henry V. said: “If I could win a
lady at leapfrog or by vaulting into my
saddle with my armor on my back, 1
1d quickly leap into a wife,
e objections made nowdays to the
popular game of foootball are not of such
modern origin as one might suppose. In
it was prohibited by a public edict
because is interfered with the progress
of archery. It had its attendant dangers
also, since we find James I. issuing this
decree: “From this court 1 debar all
rough and violent exercises, as the foot-
ball, meeter for laming than making able
the users thereof.” Occasionally instead
of a ball covered with leather, the boys
would use one made of a blown bladder,
inside of which were beans, which made
a rattling noise as it was kicked about.

It is interesting to learn that spinning
the top was not only an old-time amuse-
ment but that it had its moral uses as
well. Mr. Stevens informs us that “a large
top was kept In eve village to be whipp-
ed in frosty weather, that the peasants
might be kept warm by exercise and out
of mischief when they could not work.”
Other writers make mention of “parish-
top” and the “great town tops.”

Tennis was much in favor in court
circles, and the establishment of tennis

AVENUE SUNDAY SCHOOL

want, We are told that those who know
not Christ “sit in darkness and in the
shadow of death.” It is a wonderful
figure! Think of a cold night, and sitting
in a room in which there is neither light
nor fire! And that is the 1bol of mul-
titudes of our benighted fellow-men. The
house of their life is cold and dark.
has neither cheery light nor genial
They shiver through their days the vi
tims of chilling fear. And here we are
in our English homes, with all the knowl
edge that is needed to glve them sp ritual
light and at. And we are contented
with our privilege, and are negligent to
share it!

The grand old preacher, pastor and
writer, Dr. Theodore L. Cuyher, several
years ago expressed this opinion of novel
reading.

“Bxclusive reading of fiction is to
anyone's mind what highly-spiced food
and alcoholic stimulants are to the body.
The increasing rage for novel reading
betokens both a famine in the intellectual
and a serious peril to the mental
and spiritual life.,”” His clear moral vis-
fon led him to say further, “When in-
teresting and profitable books are so
abundant and so cheap, this increasing
rage for novels is to me one of. the sin-
ister signs of the times.”

EPWORTH ERA.
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Epworth Agents

We are very grateful to our Epworth
Leagues that have accepted our sugges-
tion in the matter of appointing an agent
for the paper in the local socleties. In
our last number we published the first
jnstalment of our list, and the second
will be found below.

Will you interest yourself sufficiently
in this to see if your Society is repre-
sented, and if it is not, kindly ask your

resident why no Agent has been ap-
pointed? Under date of June 1Gth, the
Editor wrote a personal letter to every
President on the matter, and the response
has been very promising, It will not be
wholly satisfactory, however, until every
Young People's Society has its regularly
appointed Agent to act in the interests of
the paper. Full particulars will be sent
each Agent as soon as the name and ad
dress are received. Don't sa) your
League 1s too small, that it doesn't mat
ter, that ther no hurry, or make any
such excuse; but fall in line and help in-
ge the circulation of the paper until
subscription 1ist s what it ought to
a credit to the young people of
Methodism.

OUR SECOND LIST.

Aultsville, Zella Hanes; \nl(mnh Beat-

Baker; Arthur, Mrs. BE. W. Brockle-
Arcola, Jane Reed

rd Ashley; Beamsville,

Berlin, Jennie M. Goudie;
Atkinson; Berlin, K. D.
John Wilford.

C Jpress River, Elsle Thomas; Cheapside,
]

hwaim}

\oup; Conestoga, Geo. McKenzle;
Codrington, T. . Tremear; Castor, lona
Castleman; Calgary ( ), William C.
Dixon.

Deseronto, Miss Vandervoort; Davisville,
Welma Powel
Ebord:

e, R, dward; Bmery, Jennie
Watson; Elton, Jenn

Johnston,

Freeman, Joscph Smith; Fieming Wil
Morton, Flemi ferbert Poole; Fleming,

i ‘Anderson; Fullarton, v
Iurl Saskatchewnn, Floyd M
gal, Mabel Cattanach.

Grimsby, John J. Bowslaugh;
john Melville; Grand Forks, Doug
Ler alt, Jean McCoag; Gagetown,
Kate Palmer; Glen Allan, Lorne Newart;
Goodwood, Harry Bewell

Hamiota, Everet White; Harrietsville,
Delia Willsie; Hepworth, Agnes Atchison;
Hanoves, Hert Kuehner
Keene, Mary Gall
London (Empress), Rena_ MePherson;
ondop (Wellinglon), Rose Merrett; Lon-
n_ (Kensingto; Wade; Lindsay '(Cam-
Thornbury

=

Morrisb: u-g Lilllan Moore; Mt. Brydges,
Mrs, J. Mitehell; Montreal, Que., (Doug-
taey, Nitew H. Farrell Harbor, P.
B.L, Willistor [Hazard; ) . Hat, }
Jno. Benson; BC, Clemina
P. Cox; Mt Donogh; Mt
Forest, Ethel 1

Nestleton, Orwell Nairn
Martha Doughty;
Coombs.

'I|In\\.| South, W. Fryer; Oxford C
nfield

Nanticoke,
anaimo, B James

ntre,
Or-

Olive Otterville, 'G. Hooke
chard, Florence Mark; Olds, Grace Strong

Port R Harold Taylor; Port Col-
borne, C McKay.

Ridgewn Lillian Babion; Russ lduh-
Jlenn L. Facey; Renfrew, ‘\Haﬁ ll l

n
peville, Edna Perisien; Ilwl‘nnl, an, C.

South \ll-hnv(nn, l-:(ln Hlnl-nll, Swan
ver, Mrs. J. 8 ach; Spr le g
5] Sniders C mmn-, Bertha
. Mrs. C. Johnson outhi ampton,
E. Gofham; Shedden, V fford;

Man. v §

uth Cavuga,

Scarboro  Junction,

Norma

Toronto (Buclid), A. Laughton; Terra
Nova, Robt lnmpl-vll Taunton, = Arthur
Baintons Trehe fan., Gertrude Mar-
ker; Tyrréll, Tiilian \v).hun Tyrone, Her-
bert Morris.

Uxbridge, Miss Jamieson.

‘Love never asks how much must I do, but how much can I do.”
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Victoria, B.C. (Metropolian), George W
Robingon; Victorla (James Bay), Miss G.
Miller; Vernon, C. G, Ro

Winnipeg (Young), C. W. Lowe; Win-
nipeg (Maryland), A. Garvin; Wallace,
Mrs. James Kinsman; West Monkton, Ma
t Rennick; Walsh, Cecil Hammon; Wi

nlston.

Flossy IKranels; Woodford,
w; Whitechurch, Mabel Morriso
rville, George Malsey; Walkervil
Bruce A. Bristow; Woodstock, W. Shaver,
Jr.; Whitby, Jean Mitchell; Winchester, J.
E. Cook.

Our Weekly Topics for 1911

Quite a number of our Leagues have
written a request that instead of a list
of Topic Studies being issued according
to the Calendar year, they shall be ar-
ranged for the Conference or League year.
Many of our societies print their topic
cards twice a year, from May to October,
and from November to April, inclusive.
We offer the following suggestive list for
the first four months of 1911, and the full
twelve months’ list will follow in order.
Jan, 1. Lessons from Bible Blography.

Abraham.

. Modern Misslonary Lessons from

Paul's First Missionary Tour.

“ 15, How we got our Bible.

“« 92 Canada and the Empire.

“ 29, The duties of a Canadian Citizen.
Feb. 5. Lessons from Bible Blography.

Joseph.
12. Modern Misslonary Lessons from
Paul's Second Missionary Tour.
“ 19, How we got our Bible.
™ How our Laws are made,
March 5. Lessons from Bible Biography.
Moses.
“ 12, Modern Missionary Lessons from
Paul's Third Missionary Tour.

* 19. How we got our Bible,

“ 26, How Parliament does business.
April 2. Lessons from Bible Blography.

Joshua.
* 9, Modern Missionary Lessons from
Paul's Later Missionary Work.

“ 16, How we got our Bible.

“ 23, The Premier and the Cabinet,

*  30. Open Temperance Meeting. (A

Union  Meeting with the
Juniors.)

The above list is arranged in harmony
with the usage of the majority of our
Leagues. The first meeting 1s almost in-
variably observed as Consecration, the sec-
c¢nd Missionary, the third Literary, ete.
We have put on the list for the fourth
meeting in the month what we believe will
prove especially informing as well as or
great interest, a topic that bears directly
on Training for Citizenship. This list is
not obligatory, but suggested, and we hope
our Leagues will for the most part follow
it. The best help available for each
week's subject will be given in our cdl-
umns. If, after you have read this notice
and have studied the plan outlined above,
you are not satisfled, please write the
General Secretary, and if the Committee
sees any good reason to revert to the old
plan of topics for the Calendar year, it
will not be too late to make the change
before the beginning of 1911,

The topics suggested will call for three
books for study. First, of course, is the
Bible. The life lessons from great lives
commenced with the new year should be
exceedingly helpful to our young people.
The Missionary studies based on Paul's
experiences cannot be excelled, and for
the Literary and Citizenship topics we
have chosen two little books of great
value. “How we got our Bible"” is a
fascinating study by Dr. Smythe, and will
be of unusual interest because of the
Tercentenary of the publication of the
English Bible we all know and love.
“Canadian Civies,” by Prof. Jenkins, is a
little work, with the contents of which
we want all our young people to be
These books will be supplied
by the Book Room. They are i

2
s

=

The frank opinion of our League work-
ers everywhere on the above list 18
earnestly invited. Write your comments
and criticisms freely.

Marrying the Best Man

I was once within an ace of a serlous
blunder, writes a clergyman. A marriage
was fixed for 10 o'clock, and I had an
appointment with the bishop at 11.30.
Half-past ten, a quarter to eleven, and no
bride or bridegroom. Presently the clerk
announced their arrival. I went out. The
couple stood in the usual place at the
entrance to the chancel, and I began the
service.

“Please, sor——"" began the man.
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“Don't speak now,” I said, and con-
tinued the service.

“I am very sorry, sor, but—"

“Never mind now,” I said hastily. *“I
cannot listen to excuses, for I have no
time to spare.” And again I went on
with the marriage service. A movement
of the unhappy man caused me to look
up.

“But I am not the man!" he shrieked,
like gsome frightened animal. “I have
only come to say the cab has broken
down,” he gasped. ‘I am only the best
man, sor,” and with a sigh of relief he
mopped his brow. All the while the lady
smiled serenely. Poor man, he did get
a fright! So did I, for I was new at the
work, and did not know what the conse:
quences might be, '

Now is the Best Time to obtain your
Books for the coming Winter Months

A Selection of Books of Interest and
Value to Leaguers

The Bible a Missionary Book
BY ROBERT F. HORTON, M.A., D.D.

“Dr, Horton is one of the foremost preachers of to-day. His
message ever has the stamp of ripe scholarship and Christian
devotion and enthusiasm. In these days of missionary activity
this work is worthy of being widely read.”

CrorH, 36¢.

A Young Man’s Religion

BY THE REV. GEORGE JACKSON,
“A series of 16 discourses, which are valuable for the
transparency of their style, for the freshness of their thought,
and for the pointed and impressive character of their practical

appeals. Crorm, $1.25,

The Bow in the Cloud
Words of Comfort for Hours of Sorrow
BY THE REV. J. R. MACDUFF, D.D.
177th thousand.
“A book admirably suited for a gift to one in sorrow.”
Bouxp 1§ Buue Crors, 35¢.

The Boy and the Church
BY EUGENE C. FOSTER.
“Phe aim of this book s to determine the relationship
between the boy and his adult advisers. A useful work for all
) workers amongst boys.”

Crorh, T6¢. NET.

Every Man A King
or Might in Mind-Mastery
BY ORISON SWETT MARDEN,
“A book at once stimulating to mobler life. A most in-
teresting work, which every Leaguer will do well to read and

re-read, Croty, $1.00 NET.

ik
Men and Missions
BY WILLIAM T. ELLIS,

“Mr. Ellis has interpreted with singular clearness and
with the vividness which always attaches to the faithful state-
ment of great realities the situation in the world today, and
the relation of the men of the churches to this fundamental
problem of evangelization. He also includes in the volume
some practical plans for workers in the home churches.”
Croru, $1.00 N,

The above represents but a small selection of Books we are able to sunply.

Please write us for catalogues and particulars of any books you may
be requiring and we shall be glad to give information.

WILLIAM BRIGGS

being but 20 cents and 35 cenks each
respectively.

Of all Booksellers. Books sent postpaid.

29 37 Richmond St, West, Toronto, Ont.
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Schoolroom Humor
The schoolboy ‘‘ howler’ is always
popular. The following selection from
A number which were sent in for
0 comps \ arranged by the
| arsity Correspondent ™ are excel-
ent examp of the mistakes which
pupils perpetrate
Women's suffrage is the state of suf-
fering to which they were born
o earth is an obsolete spherold
Raleigh was the first man to
o ible Armada
o founded ** As You Like
It on a »uml\ previously written by
Sir Oliver Lodge
Pennyson write * In Memorandum.”
Bdward IV. had no claim by
i right to the English throme.
rge Eliot h‘v a wife and children

mourn h
tussia is St. Peters-

was passed to
out of public

1673

an Catholic

N died of eating palfreys.
is XVI. wa

gelatined during the
ition
e | boarded by wooden
i mgle with only two |
¢
Gend he whether a man Is mas
o, fer or neuter
Algel mhols are used when |
" know what you are talking ]
es 1. died from argue
Geometr teaches us how to bisex
1 lines are the same distance
11l the wa do not meet unless

on bend v\u m

The whale is an amphibious animal
because it lives on land and dies in the
wate

A par m logram is a figure made of
four par | straight lines

Horse power is the distance one
horse can carry a pound of water in an
hour

The magnesium =alt in the sea creates
the effervescence when the tide comes
in

If the air contains more than 100
per cent. of carbolic acid it is very in-
ur to health

itation is that which if there
were none we should all fly away

The Pre to-day is the mouth organ
of the people

vacuum is a large empty space
where the Pope lives

Martin Harvey invented the circula-
tion of the blood

A deacon is the lowest kind of Chris-
tian.

The isles of Greece were always quar-
relling as to which was the birth place
of Homer: Chaos has the most right to
claim him
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SPECIAL PRICES
TO YOUNG MEN

Total abstainers should get thetr
insurance at all; jow prices,
and they can

Equity Life Assurance
Company of Canada

remium charged
0]’ a l'lﬂ(’ DI’-
is

o 80 rom

The average
ny the Hquit
ment Life Policy
average pram!um char
Companies for a twenty-five-pay-
men! Polley—a_ clear saving of
five premiums. Is a saving of one-
fifth the cost any object to the
reader? If 8o, ask for particulars.
Address

H. SUTHERLAND, President

Confederation Building, TORONTO

RUBBER

"SURE STEP
PUT ON BY
ALL SHOE DEALERS

| School of

\
|

| ual lnltrm‘llnn in five

THE

Alexander Engraving Co,

16 Adelaide Street Weit

Chureh Reports, Topic Cards, ete.
work at moderate prices.

GET A PRACTICAL EDUCATION
BY ATTENDING THE FAMOUS

ELLIOTT
e

TORONTO, ONT' 1t hae paid others. (It will pay you,
| Write to-day for our handsome Catalogue,

September, 1910—24

(%he number inoreases svery
year) find that

ALMA COLLEGE

is Just the kind of school they have been
looking for. It is NOT ONE OF THE
MOST EXPENSIVE sohools, but 18 le
ONE OF THE BEST. It stands for
health, {nepiration, refinement, vigor,
sincerity and good sense in the eduoa
tion of girls and young women.

For CATALOGUK addrese—

PRINCIPAL WARNER, St. Ttomas, Ont.

Albert College,
rooe”'  Belleville, Ont.

{8 one of the leading schools of practical education
in Canada. Attendance doubled in the last three
yclrI

Electric

pays Board, Room. Tultion,
l.l[ll( e of Baths, Gymnasium, all but books and
laundry, iwelvd weeke—longer period. at

rodm‘ml ])rIN'I
.00 pays Tuition alone
lchnlllnr YOar.
fY of upﬂriencod specialists give lndlell
distinot courses. A
® for all registered students ln lhh
llow\nmtnl. ™ GRaDUA1ES mu mun THE BRAT
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Specialists,

o ﬂpechl attention
Teachers' Courses, Klocu
Culture.

For Illustrated Calendar, address—

PRINCIPAL DYER, M.A, DD

for the entire

ing class

ﬁlven to Mllrl(‘llllllul\
tion, Fine Art, Physica:

and Ontario Conservatory of
Music and Art, Whitby, Ont.
Tdeal home 1ife in & beautiful
castle, modelled after one of
the palatial homes of English

aristocracy.
| The latest aid best equi
department, backed up by
strongest of to be found in
‘ any similar college in Canada. lul!elonuy
ts advan in oon-

| near the city to enjoy l
rts, eto, and yet from its distrac-
tions, in _an nmo-phon and nvlro-mdn(
mowst conducive moral “%h
Send for new illustral cal-

. 3. 3. RARN, FLD, Prinsipal.

fnunt in every
s and
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