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PROM A CONSERVATIVE KEV/SPAPER.

.•„fi
^.* ("]!"'''"« «!«ori»I r.ppnred in the Ptu-rbon, RnUu: the mo.l prominent and

induential Contervative newspaper in Central Ontario, June 23rd, 1919:—

.M'- ^yj ?. P"^'"?' ">'!'»'''«' 'or <•« Liberal party, wai the chief speaker at themeeting ot the Liberals here .Saturday afternoon, Goveniments have been arraignedbefore by party speakers, and all dee allowance is made for their charges, but .10 inan,

r. Mr 'pr"-".?!^ Sh"" t'"'
5™"lf''>"'<--h »"'•»> accusations against an Administration

as Mr Preston did in his address here Satunlay. He speaks not from hearsay. He it

^kJ'^'T.^ 'T""' !""' ''"" '''' ''*""i'" "" *'"' *" »n>»"y "w »nd heard as an
A. u" ^' Opiwsition sent to Europe to look after the interests of his party whenthe sold,, rs vote was taken d ing the election of 1917. His address here contained
practically the same charges that were brought in the House early last year and whichwere based on information lurmshed by Mr. Preston-charges which the GovemmSl
at that time was pleased to ignore.

^luvciiiiiieni

.!,„.
'' "J"?"? ", """'i'

••"•lion, if Mr. Preston's charges are true, the guilty, even
^.Vr I;'.?''"' Pl"?. should not be tolerated for a moment. They are ahke a dUgrece

lU .hI'h!ooH"V?,,''"""'"">'-.^i;"'
""'' P;"''"'i"i" areyawning'^for such miK^"

JCthoriiv wantoH /.nw"''.^''-
''"oes-the young men of Canada whom the men inautnority wantonly sent to their graves—cnes ont for vengeance.

.h. JiL^i' ^J[f'"!"'? '*^'ll." "' '»'«• " «'«> a« even capable of modification, then

iSff'^lnJ SL^" "
L"!

'•' 1P«""» "' 5" » Public platform, lie admits thisliuch wTself, and, dedanng his ability to produce evidence in support o' everything he savi

?he g'a*'!""""'
'° ''° *"' """' ^"'"'^ '«' "PParentirunal.aH hV thraw, dX'

If officers of the Canadian army lent themselves to more than shady oolitical chic-

TsSnTrdf '".i"''"" ."It
'"''"'" •" ™"= '•" "" PartyTn P^er if byTiy" JSn

to SSi^ . ?!;: "",' "<=« Joung men to the trenches, which ,0 often meint gSng
FnlSj^H*f?T?'ii''.i,- !!i.'"°"'*

"""^
Y"""

'""' ">"• «'» by keeping them in ufeW in

^Ji^M ., i^^il^h *.? »"""<» »"'> "couraged but actual!? hfspired by Se &,v-ernment at home—then the people of Canada are entitled to the facts.

The people of Canada have a right to know, too, if Canadian officers were derorairH

P^SaTn'cj'rp^U^'tJtHSS^S'on'^
"' "'' "'^'"^^ "' honorabrS."^".^?^"!^?

^X'^^^ZtS^i^Tj"""' """"""' -'" '"'"^ 'y aS hund°rU?*in1?;!r„°:

*e|;ti»uKrro:irnofbf<J.^^^^^^^^^

»o«V»--'^S,>S^^^^^^^
ytteran who ha. seen honorable service. He wasTn Europe, too, during Vhee«tiono?
Zl:

"'"°" " '""""' '° '•""* ""^ cons?d'erari'on shoin for wS hi

National honor is of more moment than political gain. No oartv should h. .ll»-,^to wade through blood and slaughter to power or to raise itself hv.S^Kn..-'^
stones of the thousands of gr.v« of Canadian Tn Flande".

^ ^^ tepping-



teJred by W. T. R. PRESTON
At Peterboro, Ont., June 2l8t, 1919

i

A convention of the Liberals of West Peterboro was lield in the city
of Peterboro on the afternoon of Saturday, June a 1st, for the purpose
of selecting delegates to the Natiu.i.il Liberal Convention at Ottawa in
August, and also to the Ontario Provincial Convention summoned to
meet m Toronto on the 25th and ?6th of June. The meeting was presided
over by Captain C. R. Widdifield, who, after a few preliminary remarks
upon the repreh'^nsible means that were adopted by the Union Govern-
ment to carry the last election which came under his personal observation
while serving in the forces overseas, called on Mr. W. T. R. Preston of
Port Hope, president of the County of Durham Liberal Association to
address the meeting.

Mr Preston expressed the pleasure he experienced in bcinK present
at a gathering of the stalwart Liberals of West Peterboro, and cuiitinued
I am here not so much to make what might be ordinarily called a speech

as to have a serious, quiet, thoughtful talk upon public questions, and on
the extraordinary economic situation in Canada at the present moment.A spirit of unrest is abroad, more serious in its character and more mo-
mentous in its possibilities than this country has ever had to face not
even excepting the conditions prevailing prior to the rebellion of 1817One does not want to flippantly use the term revolution for the purpose
ot adding to the prevailing uneasiness, but this term is finding expression
in press, pulpit and Parliament. It is revolution, as was the rebellion ledby McKenzie, Lount and Papineau in '37, but not against the Crown It
18 an uprising against the autocratic oligarchy—the political dishonesty—now in office at Ottawa. (Hear, hear.) Sir Robert Borden and his
co.leagues are fully aware that they have completely lost the confidence
of this country. 1 he Government is illegally withholding the issue of the
writs for unrepresented constituencies extending from Saskatchewan toPrince Edward Island, with t'..e aid of a subservient and fraudulently
elected Speaker, recognizing the humiliating result which is inevitable tothe Government candidates. No such direct conflict with the traditions

"Pons'ble government has been witnessed before in the British Em-
^It u

WIS knowledge in the public mind, it is not surprising that

(Hear hTarT*
"' "'™'*""' '" *" "'^ K«»* «""" of population.

THE LUXURY OF UNION GOVERNMENT.

th, .'^"''li''!i%'f
"°^° " *°"<'«™<l at when one reviews the history of

=hJ, h" .1,""'°" 9°''ernment, and the disreputable means that were
filTn A

""e "^'Pa'gn of 1917 to secure their retention of power. The
first Borden Cabinet was doomed. The scandals that accumulated in

HearTj;?"A„ f™
" '',' '^'"^ *'"'°'" " ^^red of public confidence(Hear, hear.) An impartial enquiry into their mal-administration wouldnow consign half of them to political oblivion, if not worse. To save theh-

alfl i"^
d'shonestly sounded the slogan, "Win the War," waved the

f^t^t ^^^'1^'^
'f n''*

patriotism of the people. The public partially

;«,,? * ' fhatnefuly prepared trap, as they now know to thrir costresulting ,n the public Treasury being robbed of enormous sums' hun-



dr«€l» of millions heinK added ti> the natiimal debt in order thai few more

millionaire!! should be created, and the useless sacrifice of Canadian lives.

This is part of the cost of Union (iovcrnment. (Hear, hear.)

The elections of December, 1917, could not have been carrieil but for

the most colo8.sal frauds ever perpetrated throughout the civilizcil world.

I shall speak of some of the incidents in this notorious saturnalia of elec-

toral debauchery which came under my personal observation overseas,

and possibly about other infamies, which 1 am prepareii to prove under

oath to the satisfaction of any competent tribunal.

TRUSTING AN OFFICER'S HONOR.
Very early in the election campaign I interviewed Gen. Sir Richard

Turner, V.C., at Argjle House, commander of the Canadian forces. He
assured me that I should have, as representing Sir Wilfrid Lauricr, every

facility wnich the Government representative would have in the cam-

paign, but he said that army disciplme would not allow political meetings,

nor the distribution of political literatuie, nor a political propaganda,

except that the mails could be useil. In answer to my special enquiry he

assured me that there would be no interference in that branch of the army
with communications to the soldiers. It was natural that 1 should sccept

the word of such a highly placed and honored Canadian officer.

PRUSSIAN POST OFFICE METHODS.
Subsequently I found Tory literature being distributed by command-

ing officers, shamefully misrepresenting the attitude of Sir Wilfrid Laurier

towards the war. I received a confidential letter from one of the staff

officers at Argyle House informing nic that this literature was being sent

out direct from Headquarters to the camps. I came into the possession of

a letter from Gen. Embury, one of the Tory political promotions, instruct-

ing the officers how the literature "should be distributed to the men and
made available for their perusal." .\t the same time that this was being

done, men who were distributing literature for u.s outside the boimdaries

of the campt were being arrested by Canadian military police. Do you
wonder that my faith in the word of honor of certain Canadian officers of

exalted rank is somewhat shattered? (Hear, hear.)

But that was not all. Subsequently I learned that thousands of let-

ters which I had -mailed to soldiers in England and France in the latter

part of November and early in December had been held up in the Cana-
dian Army Post Office in London until after the elections. In replying

to Mr. Copp, M.P., when this charge was made at ( )ttawa. the Secretary

of State, Hon. Mr. Burrell. waxed indignant that such a charge slmuld be
made against the honesty of the Brilisli Post Office system. He knows
that all mail matter for Canadian .soldiers goes from the British Post
Office direct to the Canadian Branch for distribution, so that his

assumed indignation is the rankest hypocrisy. Enveloiies. through the

death (.>f the soldiers to whom they were addressed, came back to me long
afterwards through the British Dead Letter Office, .showing the date of

mailing in London, and in every case also showing the date of the arrival

of the letters at the Canadian base post offices long subsequent to the date
of the elections. I have yet to come across an honest Canadian elector

who justifies this flagrant violation of the regulatitms governing His
Majesty's mails. (Applau.se.) Canadian officers guilty of this offence
were found later on to have travelled much further down the road of
moral turptitude.



II

PERJURY IN HIOH PLACES.

.Much has twen saiil about " The War Times ElcctU.ii Act," fittinKly

fathered by Hon. Arthur MciKhen. Infamuus as it was in Its cunceptiun.

worthy of its parentage, ami uf Mr. \V. I". O't'unnor. who drafted it, it

was yet capal>le of honest ailniinistration. The extensive opcninK for the

outrageous frauds that were coi.imitted under the direction of the (Ittawa

Cabinet was only possible by tht most wholesale, deliberate and system-

atic periury on the part of responsible officers in the I'pMailian overseas

forces. The extent of this crimmal perj iry was truly appalling. Not only

perjury, but subornation of pcrjurj impelling others to blast iheir

souls wiih the foulest crime, except thv taking of human lite, of which

humanity i- capable, and from which i,..nianit^ the world over, whether

pagan, .Mohammedan or (.'hristian. shrinks with horror. (Hear, hey.)

The first thing we teach a child is truthfulness, ^is it is the final aspiration

of manhooil. It was into this awful crime of wholesale perjury that the

organization for electoral frauils by the ( >ttav.a Cabinet arranged to

plunge so many of the Canadian ofticers.

SOLEMN OATHS OF OFFICE.

The law provides that every official acting under this .\ct "shall be

sworn to the faithful performaiici. of his iluties." This oath bad to be

sworn and subscribed to before "an olTicial authorizeil t' administer oaths

under the laws of the country wlicrc such dutie^ are to be performed."

And the oath contains the following concluding words: "And that I will

act faithfully in that cai)acity. without partiality, fear, favor or artcction.

So help nic liod." The manner of votii,,i.' outside Canada provided that

"The voter shall answer under oath, before the DeiJUty Presiding Officer,

the questions set forth in the certificate, which is fo.ni B in the schedule."

Only British subjects could vote, only at their place of residence— ( 1st)

Six months pricjr to enlistment, and I jnd) If no Canadian residence imme-
diately iircvious to enlistment, then only at such other place as there had
been residence some other time. Then if thiy had never resided in Can-
ada, hut were Jiritish subjects and enlisted in the Canadian forces, they

were entitled to name a constituency where their ballots cotld be placed.

Of the last named there were less than 500 in the overseas forces who
voted.

COVERING FRAUDS BY BOGUS SCRUTINEERS.
The Act made the usual provision for the appointment of scrutineers

for each party. In counting the ballots I was puzzled to find so many
places where "Opposition scru.ineers" had been acting to whom I had
not given authority. The prtpblem was solved when I discovered that

scrutineers holding autht)rity from Lieut.-Col. A. T. Thompson, the Gov-
ernment scrutineer, bad been sworn in as official representatives of the

Opposition. I have here the folSwing two origin.'il authorities:

—

"Appointment of Deputy SciUtineer,

"By virtue of the powers vested in me by the Mill*' ry Voters'

Act, 11(1", I hereby appoint 400.287, Serpt. C. L Grannacome, C. A.

M. G., as my deputy.

"A. T. THOMPSON. I.T.-COL.. Scrutineer."

"Appointment of Deputy Scrutineer.

" By virtue of the powers vested in me by the Military Voters'

Act, 1917, I hereby appoint Hy. Stevens. Co: joral, as my deputy.

"A. T. THOMPSON', LT.-COL., Scrutineer."



t> I r u*'
^"'•'o""" ^"* P"»riilc.l t.. Majvjr I'. Burntti at theKM LroM Ht)>pital, Buxton, and one of the appointees wa« sworn in an

uppoaition anil the other as Government scrutineer, as shown by the
original document in my hands :—

.''!• the «n<le"iKned. Marry Stevens, Cpl., a Deputy Scrutineer
or Military Klcitor las the case may be), under the Military Voters'
jAct. 11)17, represent.

I ,; the Oppoiition party, do swear that I will
Keep secret the votes cast by any of the voters at the polling stations
at which I acted as such representative. So help me God.

" Sworn before mc at Buxton, Derbyshire, this 29th day of No-
vember, igiy. '

" PHILIP BURNETT,"
" Deputy Presiding Officer."

"1, the undersigned, C. I., (irannacome, Sergt., C. A M G a

•uPl".'^- •""'.',"" " ^""""-y F.lcctor (as the case may be), under
the Military Voters Act, igi7, representing the Unioniit party, do
swear that I will keep secret the votes cast by any of the voters at
the polling .stations at which I acted as .such representative So helpme God. ^

" Sworn before me at Buxton, Dcrl>yshire. this J<)th dav ,jf No-
vember, 191 7.

' .
"

••rmi.lP BURNKTT,"
" Deputy Presiding Officer."

, ,!,„ ,'" " "".' ''T^ "'"y '"^ "" '""'" '>'>°« Philip Burnett's auth-

^he or1^!L!^r„\"''L-"i;^i''u''??'"'""
"' P"''"'y I "'" «»'• hi' oa'h "' office,tne original of which I hold :

—

.idin'lnm'''"'' ^7"'u' ^^»jR^C.A. M.(i., appointed a Depatv Pre-siding Officer under the provisions of the Military Service .Act: 1017,wear that I will act Wthfully in that capacity, without par iah yfear, favor or affection. So help mc God.

(Sgd.) " PHILIP BURNETT."

November™
'""^ affirmed) before me at London, this 19th day of

•J. HILL, MAJOR, C. A. M. C„
" Presiding Officer."

h,; ,J'''^',^T'^,'?"^°*
"""^ "'" °f "'« '"'•• 'he original documentsbemg available, tvidcnce was secured later that Philip lurnett's ^1-^es were o the most outrageous character, an-l became a subject of com-

m tte I at that polling subdivision is not surprising. The carefully thought

?a e'd;he"'o:,':'^,f''
'° ^""^ "^" the Opposition had a scrutineerth^ere

nc tha? tironnn i,™"
' '"'? P"^^"^'"" <" '^e original document, prov-

tL rrln
Opposition scrutineer was an appointee of the Government

hil I .1!
"?"'' "° comment other than to say that it is worthy o7 the

li?s \hilsf H''""r' ''-ri"^
'^"e^ °' 'he election. Hon. Mr "Bt" rellHis Majesty s Secretary of State for Canada.

'^"rreii,

CABINET RESPONSIBILITY FOR FRAUDS.
Long before the election campaign opened the Government hadarranged to manipulate the soldiers' vote as the bJis for thei? « ensivefrattds. I, wa.s intended to take votes from constituencTes whereTwIs



thouifht they coul.l be .»p»reil and illeKally allmate Ihcm to »r«t» where
victory wii» not a«iirr.l. By takiiiK .. certain ,,ro,,„rti„n rrom each bat-
talion to be u«<l m thni way. it was believi-.l that Sir Wilfri.l LaurierwnuW be l-ft withoiit an Knglish-.peakinK rc|,re«ntative in the ii.>u<e ofCominons. To attain this end I.ieut.-Col. J'arsons wa» atMched to Brig -

Oen.Oarnet Hughes' statf at Witley and Maj..r A.ihui to Sir \r-hur

r^I'J'J'^ ! """"J"' '? •"""" '" " P"' '<"'< »l'"'l> I cx|daine,l t.ie

f.».
* J*"^ I'^^P'"' *' ^^'"'y- "fi»f -•«" ""Khes was promised in

letters by the Cabinet at Ottawa that if his <livisi.in Muuiiorted the (lov-ernment it would be sent to France as a unit. This intimation c;e,.eralHughes conveyed to the officers coinmandinK the battalions. Complete
arrangements were made for an overwhelmniK frau<lulent vote by the
election committee of oflicers presided over by I.ieut.-Cni. Parsons.

DEAD MEN TELL NO TALES.
At one of the later meetinRS of the committee an officer manifestedsome nervousness at the appallinK character of the proposed •raiids

expressing the fear of an exposure throuRh the e.-ctensivc ramiruation.
of the frauds in the rank and file of the reKimcms. A prominent licnten-
ant-c-olonel from Western Ontario vouchsafed to quiet these fears bv
exhibitine a heartlessness that miKht well shame ,.ur lowest conception

hlrul?" l'I"'j' ^^, ""^rS/ "*^"l' >"'"^ ''"'' ha"' the evi.lcnce will be
buried in Flanders long before an investigation can be held." (Sensation )Good heavens! Is it to this depth of hellish de, adation that Cnion (jov-ernment has brouKht part of the manhood , his country? Canadian

ro,,M'ri m7' ^"''."''<' "«•"'"'«« *"'•= f' (ierman shot an,l shell
could thus coldly calculate upon the death of thousands of Cana.lian lads

h T",".^-
''^'""" '!""' ""''"y •'*"'« '"i^'overcd. If the honest man-hood of this country is not aroused to deman.l a full enquiry .nnd to pun-

I .1,
'ne """ost severity everyone ifnplicate.l in this outra, .is work.

I shall utterly despair of the future of my country, (.\pplau.

.

BURYING THE HONEST VOTE.
In South Bruce nearly three times the numbei of military votes were

recorded than enlistments from the constituency. In the Yukon therewere double the niimber. In Chambley-N ercheres two and a half times
the number. In Nipissmg three times as many as were entitled to vote,m Algoma hast double the number. In Prince Kdward (Ont.) seven
imes the numbers of Forestry that came from the county. In Ottawa
far more than enough to defeat Sir V\'ilfrid Laurier. Details of this char-
acter could be given until one would be lost in a ma/e of ii^urcs Thiswork was carried on everywhere. A British aviation officer attached tohe Canadian camps in Texas told me that there they "first voted every-thing that they could put pants on." The commanding officers has lists
nf counties to which a stated number of votes had to be alloted.

VOTING FLANDERS FIELDS.

of ,. ^'"';°'"'7'!^'« evidence of the most startling character of the extent

?h, htn ;T " <^.°"*'""*"y ™"''"B '° ''»"<' Not satisfied with stuffinghe ballot boxes with the votes of men who had long returned to Canada

n EnHnnn" '"? ^S?^" e'
^'?«"^ J"*"^' "•'™« commanding office;

FI=nH„
Per.wnated him, but the tombstones of the honored dead in

voters or'^R*'" f="-<^''f
'"> "^^-^ with which to load the poll books withvoters for Borden and his associate criminals. For the members of a



(;oveniment who have profited hv this sacrilege to talk of their "loyalty

fn,/nA™.'""\!%'?
',"'"'"

'"J*"^
'°."'"' "»""" »" 'hat true loyalty andtrue patriotism hold dear. (Hear, hear.) / .>.7 «i.u

EVEN THE WOUNDED PERSECUTED.

m,nMr.^™''rh".°' ^"'1 '"'/",^
""l' '?* "H"*""' advantages to the Govern-ment from the wholesale frauds, duplicate voting, repeating, ballot stuff-ing, furnishmg so diers in London with names upon which to vote at

rhfr^,
""

J""'"«
''°°^- ["'^"y- P"i"'y- »"'' compelling Englishcharwomen and servants in the hospitals to vote, aggregating tens of

tlT7^" °\ ;"'«"' ?'"?• "''" ">« ^"'l'*'-'' '" the hofpitals would havibeen allowed to vote freely. But they were not. In the Canadian hospi^tals, notably Buxton, Guildford, Hants, Bushey Park and Orpington the

uTnltZ":-"
"'7^'^"^.'' ^i'h ^'"'y ^^'"" '° 'he trenches, ^iT?oss orunfair reduction of pensions, unless they voted for the Government In

S!eTs M 'f' h
"" ^ ''"^ '^'

"'""'Yy ^'Sned evidence of returned sol

w^^^li r '^''°'^"^J^<=ommenM for six months' hospital treatmentwere discharged from hospital with a small percentage of disability suchxs entitle, an almost disabled mar to a pension of eight do far a week
^he 1 n n

"'"'"""' ^^•'' r??'='.«<l -•'^'y ''ecause they refused to ^tTfor
th^„ ,

f'0^•er„melU If it is possible to c.nccixe of any greater cruelty

iko to k'
' >"' '"""T ',"" '" ""= '^'^"'•l^^'' f°^ wounde<l men, I w",u d

1
ke to know where to fitul it. The only record i„ history approachingsuci, crimina brutality are to be found in the Spanish religious persecu

he hms"^ rHea^'h ''TT ''' '" '"^ "'''"''"' "^ ^"'-^ pHso^iiers bytlie lluiis. Hear hear.) Everyone, however remotely connected with

tne cuilization of the nineteenth century. (Applause.) We will nrooerlvbe characterized as craven cowards if in the safety and confide ce of ourown liberty we fail in our determination to see this through (Applause )

WHERE ROWELL GOT THE DOUBLE CROSS.
Doaimentary evidence establishes the fact that the list of constituencies where these frau.ls were to be perpetrated was prepared bv Hi

wa^;: S' 'l ^S'Rd ^ "'^'"''' '"1 hi'"^ "^"-^ &inis[e7or Rai !ways, Hon. J. U. Keid. was recognized by the Prime Minister ts h„;„„ i,
charge o, this work. A well-kno'wn Libe'^al-Unioni:* a "d hi"hi; r^ ?,!ct-'able rorontoawyer brought a list of Liberal-Unionists in the Pro^fnceto Mr. Rowell to whose ridings it was desirable that a portion of thisproposci iraudulent vote should be allocated. Hon. Mr. Re'dLmisedthat t would be done. But when the ballot envelopes were couS hwas discovered that the worthy Minister of Railways hadgiven the M
hadJlf ,' r'^'''=';f'"'

?' "'" ^'"^y Council the double-croTs-lthe vote,

alS e
°^ '^r7;r""'™'r'

^^"'"'i--"^* °"ly ='"'' ""' to Liberal-Unfonrsts

thpivf , T IJ T'^V:'"''
"°' «^^'«n "'« honor that is prevalent amongbene.. (Laughter.) The number of fraudulent votes fixed by ett^r asneces..arv ,,, certain ridings was amended by cable. There\«s a hasfvcall for double the number for the Prime Minister's seat. Speaker Rhodesinplore.l by cable for further consideration being given to hhconsthuency. and nearly ..00 were entered as residents in Cumberland 'lo^otie of

of Tor ',;'. "T '"-" "'!'''" •^'^ """'' °f ^'"^ Scotia. Ma R M Ch' r

°'

of
1 orunto. whose frauds were evident when the ballot box which he ore'sided o^er was opened, has impudently boasted since Id^ Return h.™!" '



'1'

overstas to see that South Renfrew was made safe for the Government
candidate, received a cable from Ottawa : "South Renfrew is all right •

transfer votes elsewhere." And the beneficiency of this fraud talks withkmgs and calls the Germans Huns. (Laughter.)

A gallant major from France came to me early in December with a
cablegram from one of Mr. N. W. Rowell's most prominent supporters
uistructingjiim to see Hector Mclnnes and get $600 at once. He did notknow the notorious Hector, but he incidentally knew that my name was
connected with the elections. I asked him what he wanted Hector Mc-
lnnes for, and he innocently informed me that he had been written tosome time previously about Americans voting in Durham. I suggested
quietly that they would have to swear to being British subjects He
assured me that that was easy. As he was going to visit a family inDevon, I advised him to go on with his visit and stay there until he heardirom me. Well, he came back to London after the election.s. ( Laughter.)

BALLOT BOXES TAMPERED WITH.
There were 500,000 ballots printed overseas. According to the vouch-

ers of the Government printer these were all one color. About 200000were used. In counting the English ballots we found thousands of ballots

tLJ, L A'-
^'''" "'"f """ substituted for the original ballotsvoted for the Opposition or fraudulently added there cannot but be astrong suspicjon. In France and England there were 33,000 admittedly

fraudulent ballots. It is not an unfair estimate t„ say thai as many more

In?t."°, ^'^ i-"u''u*M°''T'''
''"' °^ "'^'^'' ^-^ have indubitable traces.

h V^ English ballot bags there were not more than twenty whichshowed that the ballots had been inserted in the aperture providcd^y "awIn 250 there was fair ground for claiming that the locks had been opened'

TrZtfZ^r?r"^'-^^'^'^ ;'?*" *"'' "" ^^y' ^P^rt, that even the Gov-

wZ n^/ /1h"'
"''""""' '",«'"'i"e that the bags had been tamperedwith. One of these was opened in Lieut.-Col. Purney's presence The

t^lfT "' -^^ ^"'^h^hall not be counted, yet the Government hreat-

thefr •'^f„*""""«^^
that unless they allocated and counted these bags

standJdTr'n'*'""'''.^","'*'"^''^"'"' '" "'"<=" «^'«"' 'hey would be

they could
' '° '""'' '^"' '"^" ^^y '° Canada as best

QUALIFYING FOR PRISON UNIFORM.
It was the intention of this nefarious organization that everv batta-lion overseas should render not less than 25% of its strength or fraudu-

out in vSfn?,"
^Samst Liberal candidates. 'This was eventually carried

and n notf f
P™P°rt.ons with more than four-i^fths of the r4iments,

of fl ns?r»tfnl7,"'"
" P"«";ag= '=>• exceeded the estimate. By way

wWch^Ijrraihbl'^l!"^
^°" ^ '^^ "-^ °"' °f --^ 'han one huLre^

u.uS7i;";^:;r""^- ^°--- -"-"-• ^^^
Major L. E.Harris /P, ">^ 49
Capttin D. B. Taylor ... . J5I

"^ '9
Major A. B. Gillies, to Ontario .....;.'

,Jt S f
MajorD A Laurie, to New Brunswick... _ 7S S f,Lieut.-Co

.
W. Simpson, to Ontario ?^ !S J:JL.«it..Col, C. S. McPherson, to Ontario. .:.::.;: %\ *f^ f|
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iui^T^'Ku"''^'^"'-
'''"'">"• '="•«'»''"'• F™'^"S5LMajor U T. Allen, to Ontario „y rm ^

yfotG.i (^rW, to Nova Scotia: :::.:.•.;;:. fJl 'js 9'5<

CaittainW. M. Burkt-All to Speaker KhodM' riding 6ii ™
L«n.t.-Colone» C. M. R. Graham-Overwhelmingl, fLdul«,t .0 Sir Thon... WW,..

NO KICK FROM SIR THOMAS.

f-^jL"^"
"^''' '»*« "a'"e<l "ffi«r who calmly and deliberately entered upfrom the regiinental records a huge batch of fraudulent votes to the Fin-

fo H U^m",
""^'""^"'^y- '•]« n»™«. running alphabetically from Ato H. I w.ll take more than the ordinary faith of Lieut.-Col Graham'smost inttmate fnends to believe that the men of his battalion accidentaTivvoted ,„ any such order, notwithstanding the fact that the gallan Colone'

"act7a"ith ult In'trf'
°' " >" "' ^'""'^ ^''^'"'"^ Officer^hat he wouldact faithfully in that capacity, without partiality, fear, favor or aflfectionSo help me God." But that was only part of the raud A cursory exam^.nation of the poll book shows that ballot envelopes were fiired°7requ"ing soldiers to swear to residence in that constituency whose residence

.""ct ron^f Hi"V" iy*"""?^
\'''?"^' "' "^* "' "^<=-"-" -"in-to act as one of His Excellency s advisers.

The ordinary Anglo-Saxon language fails to furnish means to nro-perly characterize the scoundrels who carried out these frauds J^^^
rTu™ i^. Offi" 'k'^ '°"^'^r'

''^'^'"^ ""'" done except by each Deputy

ofTeriu^y^.^He" 'S.f'"^ "'" ""' "'" ='«'"" "' '"' •-"•>'« ofif^nc^

rw^htc-f^ sL'n^d-pTlIi™; su'cS !„^«u^nc™-'- '' ^ " "'^

OATH OF OFFICE—THAT'S EASY I

have a residence esewhere And the'cerHfi^T tu^u'^.'^"' ''"°*" '"

concludes with "S^d vote heinl ? V""''^/'^ °f fie holding of the poll

been duly sworn in'asVepmy Tefu^nirg Officerand Vollo^'f^"
'""

were counted. A f^w^gures illZrl'.iv. ?
,^"'''' ''' '*''"" "'^ ''^"°*»

the fraudulent votes infngT^nd ma^f^ In^^rlsUng
-1"" "' "'^'"""""^



I

., _ Total vote. Fraudulent. Per Cent.
Algoma, East aft,

Wright !t| X t
Cape Breton .........

V! ^ ^ t
Wes^jToZ" .".".". .'.' .^'°'«' •••••••

\;^l ^ ^
Brome '^f

33° .30

Stanstead ^" 2^ .80

Kent 2, '^ -59

Essex, South ::.;;:; °^^ 302 .49

Middlesex ^^7 ^ .65

Essex,North 1'^ ^ 58

Prince Edward County ! ] .i ] ] ! ! ! ! 9^2 ^, -^
And it is due to this systematic and carelully planned distribution of

"rLwir^l::;fst'e^-e^."tAVS.r
DEATH SENTENCES FOR VOTING

able to find out only two li thjrrrLTll"^.: fl voic'e "H^rr^rs'-'J

s:;;^ s^'- t^p^-^ ::f
-- ^ -----^^^^

seas The ather wis asJd'L'Lr'^ f"?
•"' ^l^°"'i"e"' Politician over!

evlience^fTllrs awfu^s ate oUffair'/cant h^d^'fron^" M'
^--boraflve

e^TH::Se^A'&d^-,tFr -^^^^^^

that he had personaHv seen "Thir "°" '""^ """ths after the election

ernment was^'sent"m^ the treLhes""^
""' "'° ^'^O ''^'''"'' "^e Gov-

HUMAN LIFE—A POLITICAL PAWN.
The incontrovertible truth is that ths c^-a:.,.

'

,

ntended to be a political institu^i^n'^^1^ t^hr^trbSn^-X ^n':



in London could see the army of officers there, who had no intention
whatever of engaging in active service. They were under the protection
of friends in Ottawa, with liberty to select a batman or servant, live on
the best that Government money could buy, while the less fortunate, in
failing to possess "political pull," were sent to France. One is simply
astonished beyond expression that officials had the effrontery, or that
member- of a Government could be so callous, as to play with human life

with as little compunction as one has in indulging in a game of checkers.
The life of a common soldier seemed of less consequence than that of a
dog, so long as a political advantage was apparent. (Hear, hear.)

POLITICAL PULL AND A GERMAN SPY.
Will the authorities explain how it came about that a German spy,

the dangerous character of whose liberty on this continent was pointed
out by the British Secret Service, and who was convicted and sentenced
to imprisonment for three years in a Canadian penitentiary, and who
would have been executed had he been captured in Great Britain, but
whose release was effected by b^ing exchanged for two Montreal lads,
prisoners in Germany, sons of influential supporters of the Ottawa Gov-
ernment. The spy, it is alleged, was allowed to cross to the United States,
and the authorities there were not even notified. The possible conse-
quences to the Allied interests by allowing freedom to such a dangerous
character are too appalling to contemplate. (Applause.)

HECTOR McINNES, K.C., TRUE TO TYPE.
The overseas directing spirit in the election frauds was Hector Mc-

Innes, K.C., of Halifax, whose eminence in his profession may be better
appreciated when the statement is made that his name was recently sub-
mitted to the Benchers at Osgoode Hall as the chairman of a Committee
on Legal Ethics. But some of the Benchers had become wise about the
brave Hector's election rascalities overseas, and the proposal was nega-
tived. Hector Mclnnes' headquarters in London had the direction and
control of all the frauilulent voting, ballot stuffing, personations, perjury
and forgeries that were brought into play. One of the schemes was to
get soldiers to cable to their connections in Canada, the cables being
charged to the Government, that they were well, and then this gang
would add the words, "Vote for Union Government." In one case they
cabled to a mother in Wentworth to that effect, signing the name of her
only son who had been killed in action three weeks previously, (A voice,
Shame") and of whose death she had already received official notice.

HECTOR McINNES RIVALLING BOSS TWEED.
Boss Tweed's offences in Tammany Hall, which earned for him ten

years in the State prison, were trivial in comparison to Hector Mclnnes'
direction and participation in the overseas election frauds. Such an appal-
ling scale of crime would be regarded as incredible but for the fact that
the documents establishing these colossal villainies are in the handwrit-
ing of Cabinet Ministers, Hector Mclnnes and his associates. Such igno-
minous scoundrelism in elections finds no parallel in the history of timeOne such act—not the tens of thousands for which Hon. J. D. Reid, Hec-
tor Mclnnes and their associates are guilty—would consign its perpetra-
tors to prison in any other country in the world. The four British gen-
erals who voted themselves and directed thousands of their men to vote
and every other officer or person associated in this work should be made
to atone for their acts. No matter whose reputation suffers, what titles



or honors have to be Hcrificed, or whose names have to be expunged (roni
the hst of Privy Councillors, the day will come when the democracy of
this country will see that justice overtakes these criminals. (Applause.)

AN UNSAVORY NAME.
The honest electorate of this country has a score to settle with the

notorious Lord Beaverbrook, whi, was Hector Mclnnes' coadjutor inLondon. Beaverbrook has the proud distinction of having ha<l an action
at law instituted against him by the late Sir Sandford Fleming for fraud
in a well known financial transaction. An eminently respectable Ottawa
solicitor acted for Sir Sandford with the full knowledge that owinir to
legal technicalities the suit could not succeed, and he was also aware of
the tact that Beaverbrook dare not go into the witness liox. Rather tlian

ru^ l"n^''"*f!," ,"'^ aniount claimed was liquidated bv Beaverbro,,k
This brilliant high financier" got himself appointed official press corre-
spondent by the Canailian Government—a good "safety first" iob anilwas thus able to elude the British War Office demands Later obliging
friends at Ottawa appointed him to the War Records Office, s,, that hecould escape the operations of the British Military Service Act It was

Fntl'^Tr"
^' "^.''", ":'';'. '"^''''<^'.' "'"^ 'Shameful personal campaign in

h^£?u T "A', f^'u^^-'"!"
'-'""'•'"• ''""•*-' •"'"•^ 'han any one else tobring the dear Old Chiettain's grey hairs with sorrow to the grave Time

.soon triumphantly vindicated Sir Wilfrid's honor and patri;,tism. TheBeaverbrook an.l NorthcbfTe attacks might be allowed to pass into oblivionbut for the personal interest which these slanderers had in th- success ofthe bnion Oovernment. The ...sclosurcs. which are inevitable, will in duetime give their patriotism ' its proper place in history. ( Hear, hear.)

PUNISHMENT OF CRIME.
There is no protection for public intercuts or national honor where

the political criminal is more powerful than the law. There is no security
in any land without the certainty of the jjunishment of law breakers Tlielaw of elections ,s no exception. Until it has been vindicated the future

t.fU ?""
if
" "'-'^ '""'">' "' ""y "'"'"''•'' ''=^''<^'''' «'hose professions

are that no offence is wrong so long as it leads to the aggrandizement of
their own friends at the public expense. There will alw^1ys be nationadebauchery until the reward for corruption in high places becomes too

^llf rfi
""'"' " P™*"''''''^' >"'l tl'e punishment for dishonesty ii.public life becomes too sure to make it attractive. (Hear, hear.)

H'S EXCELLENCY THE PROTECTOR OF HIS MAJESTY'S
DIGNITY.

..f.y^\\°-^^'^
historical point this sordid subject is domestic in its char-

acter. It IS entirely relevant to Canadian politics. From this time onhowever, the question enters upon a wider phase, and bears a most inti-mate relationship to the honor and dignity of the Crown. The (iovernor-

of hJ h ''P''Tu V-"'
^^""^'y "-^ '^'"K- "' i^ essentially the guardian

hlnor TrK-- h'""'"-
'"''

l^'
^"""' '^ exceedingly .Jensiti^ of its

The Dnki of n ^ ' T" '' ^ P'"''''' ''••'""e => "-o^' significant meaning.The Duke of Devonshire is fortunate in having an untarnished family

For thrV'r;'""'-'' T"',
?'"= P"''"'= "f^ °f Great Britain for 300 years'^

ms Fx.,n.„
"

'm"'"
'"'""y °f "" ^'""^"^^^ °f 'he Cavendish family.

,hl
Excdiency will soon be aware that he has uncon.=ciously failedthrough the confidence which he naturally placed in the Prime Minister



Sir Robert Borden, to protect the honor and dignity of his Sovereign.
His soleiT" oath of office leaves no doubt about his responsibility. Lieut.-
Col. Fran. \. Reid, Deputy Clerk of the Court-in-Chancery overseas,
under instructions from Hector Mclnnes, K. C, and Hon. J. D. Reid,
organized the elaborate system of election frauds in France to which I

have already referred. With the approval of Major Hume Cronyn, M.P.,
and Hector Mclnnes. K. C, he wrote a letter to the Prime .Vlinister

early in May, 1918, explaining the election frauds he had perpetrated in
France in order to secure the election of Government candidates, includ-
ing the Prime Minister himself. He mildly but definitely claimed a
substantial recognition for his invaluable services. Sir Robert Borden
showed this letter to some of his colleagues, and eventually replied to
Lieut.-Col. Reid, reproving him, of course, for presuming to convey such
information to him, but in no sense questioning its accuracy. In the clos-
ing paragraph of this letter Sir Robert adopted a placatory tone, with a
view of preventing publicity by Lieut-Col. Reid.

BORDEN'S INSULT TO THE KING.
It is only fair to Lieut. -Col. Reid to .nssume th.-it inasmuch a.s Hector

Mclnnes, K. C, had shown him the (jovernment's letter.s and cable-
grams giving instructions as to the means to be adopted overseas, he
could see no harm in directing Sir Robert's attention to the humble part
which he took in carrying out the Government programme.

Time passed and no signs ap|>eared of receiving from the ("rovern-
ment the consideration to which he was entitled for services rendered to
the Prime Minister and the party in power. Lieut.-Col. Reid got tired.
The danger of incriminating documents passing into less considerate and
possibly more dangerous hands became imminent. From rumors which
reached him Hector Mclnnes became alarmed and wired Reid to go to
Halifax. Ten days or more were occupied in cabling to the Prime Min-
ister in London.

REWARDING FRAUD WITH THE HONOR OF THE CROWN.
Finally, on the authority of the Cabinet, Hector Mclnnes promised

Reid the order of C.M.G. from the Crown, promotion to brigadier-general
and a situation in the overseas forces with a sufficient salary to keep up
the dignity of the new honors. Lieut.- Col. F. A. Reid sailed on the S.S.
Olympia for England, happy as the prosp. .:tive recipient of these various
honors. And Hector Mclnnes, K. C, went to bed contented, like the
spendthrift who paid his debts with a promissory note, thanking Provi-
dence that this account -vith his associate in the frauds was settled. The
Prime Miiii.ster immediately requested the Governor-General to recom-
mend Reid for a C. M. G., which, being a civil decoration, had to come
through the Prime Minister, But on Lieut.-Col. Reid's arrival in Lon-
don, Gen. Turner would not sanction the promotion to brigadier-general,
nor would Sir Edward Kemp appoint Reid to the position that he had
been promised by Mclnnes. But His Majesty granted the C. M G "for
distinguished services," (Laughter.) According to Lieut.-Col. Reid's
own story, he has instituted an action against Mclnnes for breech of

*P*5™^"*
'" '"^^ meantime Mclnnes finds that a promise, endorsed by

the Prime Minister, has no negotiable value in meeting Reid's demands.

GREATEST OFFENCE IN COLONIAL HISTORY.
It is impossible to conceive of a greater offence agairst the honor and

dignity of the Crnwn than the Prime Minister ha? be - guilty nf in re-
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commending a decoration from the Crown when Sir Robert knew that
Lieut.-Col. Rcid's only claim was that he had been the leading spirit in
violating every law of honor and tradition in wholesale election frauds.
(He»r,hear.) Sir Wilfrid Laurier regarded these proceedings as the most
serious offence committed in the Colonial hist-^ry of the Empire. But he
did not want the question published until the Prime Minister's return
from Europe. What is His Excellency going to do about it ? The corre-
spondence showing the request for the recommendation is on the files at
the office of His Excellency's secretary in Ottawa.
WILL THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL PROTECT THE KINO'S

HONOR?

D J' i'^'"
''-'"^'"«"<^y w'" ask his Prime Minister for Lieut.-Col F A

Rcid s letter to which I referred a few minutes ago, he will find the most
conclusive evidence therein for the reasons which actuated the request
for the King s decoration. Should Sir Robert Borden fail to produce his
correspondence with Lieut.-Col. F. A. Reid, His Excellency may issue
a Koyal Commission to enquire into this matter, and he is assured that
evidence to substantiate these charges will be forthcoming, notwithstand-
ing the strenuous efforts that have been and are now being made to secure
the destruction of the incriminating documents. (Applause.) It is an°"'"" that. Reid received the title, but that is infinitesimal in comparison
with the Prime Minister s crime to using his influence with the Crown toreward Reid with the badge of honor at the King's hands, knowing full
well that Reid s services should have been more suitably rewarded with
a less coveted decoration. ( Hear, hear.)

THE WAY OF THE POLITICAL LIAR.
No such sorry spectacle was ever presented to an intelligent elector-

ate as Sir Robert Borden's Cabinet presents to the Dominion of CanadaWe and his colleagues stand convicted of every conceivable offence and
crime on the political calendar. The promises that were given to the elec-
tors to secure their votes, and which he and his colleagues have flagrantly
failed to fulfill, are appalling in their character. The Prime Minister,
tJirough his agents, pledged the honor of the Government;

r
•.' wT,'.'*'

farmers' sons should be exempted from the operation
of the Military Service Act.

2._ The mothers, sisters and wives of the First Contingent that
their dear ones at the front would be relieved from further military

3. The mothers, sisters and wives, that family relatives of sol-
diers overseas would be exempt from militarv service.

f 4-u c
"' S°;i''"?*"*'

"i^' ""^y "'O"'''' "-eturn home for good.
5- 1 he Second Contingent would be taken home on leave

J J
of absence to visit home of those who had beenwounded two or three times.

1- ^' u^l,!^"
who were on active service, that they would be re-

Servke Act
"'" '-^"*'^'*" ^^^ *° be raised under the Military

Not one of these solemn pledges was fulfilled, and there was no inten-tion that any of them should be when they were made. (Hear, hear
)

BORDEN'S ESCAPE FROM INDIGNANT SOLDIERS.

tn =.ilrir.r?i
'°. ^^ '™"''"<^'^ ''."'at when Sir Robert Borden attempted

to address the troops in France in June, 1918, he had scarcely opened his

IS



mouth when k> many Questions were hurled at him and such a disturb-
ance occurred, that he found it necessary to get into his motor hurriedly
and speed out of the district. Nor is it surprising that when he attempted
to address the returning soHiers crossing the Atlantic recently he was
forced to retire to his own quarters under the protection of officers who
learea lor his safety. If any more evidence was needed to convince himhow the mignty have fallen, the f'rime Minister found it on his arrival
at tJttawa. .Although a much advertised public reception was heralded
It was the most ghastly welcome ever accorded a public man at Ottawa
J he scale- liave certainly at last fallen from the eyes of the Canadian
eleoturate. ( Hear, hear.)

EXTRACT FROM THE BRUCE REPORT.
Vi)U have heard of the many demands made in Parliament during the

last t'vo sessions for the production of a report by Dr. H. A. Bruce on the
overseas management. Members of the Cabinet denied its existence, not-
withstaiKling that it h.is hmg since been in the hands of the Government
1 here ha\e been many p,,Iitical .sensations in Canada, but the publication
even now of Dr. Bruce s report would cause an amazing shaking up of theury ijones. Let me read one paragraph from page 80:

" In regard to the question of the saving of public funds, it has
been estimated that before a soldier gets to the front he has cost the
Lana.han Government approximately $3,000. This estimate has been
furnished by the pay authorities, and i.^ a low one. It is therefore
safe to say that .soldiers to the value of over $!io,ooo,ooo were being
Ignored and permitted to become useless through lack of proper
organization and handling of casualties."

Yon may ask how I succeede<l in gutting this. Well, I have got it
( i-aughter.

) 1 his is how your money has gone, and yon will have to naysome day. ' ^

PLAYING AT WAR FOR BEAvERBROOK'S PROFIT.
One incident where soldiers were "permitted to become uselessthrough ack of organization" was when the entire 5th Division, 20,000men, under Gen. Garnet Hughes, were instructed to rehearse the Battle

^.r T^ii
j^^' "" "'* ''"' "' ^""^y- ''"""K ^^hich nineteen of our lads

r»t ,hic fii

"'
fu'" J"'''?"'^

* 'Cinematograph film. It now transpires
that this film and hundreds of others taken at the expense ..f the Govern-

l"orH R? ?^ exploited for their own advantage by a syn.licate of whichLord Beaverbrook is the chief, through the Paramount and Lasky Film

Fn the IvnH 1 Tu" ^"'^ -^^^ P'*^'"^" »" circulating in every country
'"

, , r
^'^ '^""''"'"S among whom are well known Canadians,

w1 i -h i ,l7.'\ ", "™'^"'''^'"'J'"''>
'"'"'""^ °f J^''^"-^' every penny owhich is the Ir.al property of this country. (Good heaven.s, what next!)

HUMAN LIFE VS. POLITICAL EXIGENCIES.
One or two points just here should be emphasized. In all wars menwho have been wounded are hurried to hospitals so that, if no" sHde t"evm= be made ijseful for further active service. This may appear heart'^

il o ZZ":Sf'"ll '^ "??: T}' -"^y """6^ 'hem to reco'ieryX nearer

fives B I r
"''? ^*/» h'" f^-"" *hich they have escaped with their

m<^ns ThuT ,r fh
""'

"^Tf'y-
""'"** '^"^ ="-e =""?"= reinforce-

m,d efiicie mV
^' "".''"^^y^ "''"'S twenty thousan.I highly trainedand efficient men, an entire division, for seven long weeks rehearsing a



fool comedy on the hills of Surrey, calling it the Battle of \inn Ki-k-cwas nothing short of a colossal crime, (Hear.' hear.) And while thi-i

being sent back to the trenches. The horror of this situation baffles

men."C„"nt l^n"' ^.-"^ ?' \°^"" '? "" '*" «""«" "^en the sta e-ment cannot be questioned that this entire division was held at Witlevfor political and personal purposes long after the men were fully trained

L th,"!!',?'
° ^^uV^' '",'"'• '^^* """"" ^"•'i"" "»"««' Witfey Campas the basis for the huge election frauds in Rngland. Brig.-Gen GarnetHughes wanted to go to France as commander of the jth D viston. wh"ch

"mZiy^tTTv-^^^'}^^'-''"'^, ^°"^ B"v"brook wanted a Cusmovie film of V.my Ridge to exploit throughout the world as a patrioticmoney-getter-a shameful travesty on the glorious tragedy of \imy Kid«
,^d h"h^"^"'

^"'"^ "'"*••' '° ""'P' 'he 5th Division as a unit Hesaid he had too many ornamental brigadier-generals already " The divi-

buTk 7fh^7''!,"
"P '«"'' '""•'«' """"S 'he other forces. ex«p, tha hebulk of he leading officers who had been playing war in a training camofunked" and returned to Canada, or by their political pull secured ".afe"?first jobs while they continued nominally on "active service "The N

^^ithJiA-
""'"ihowever went into the maelstrom of glory, and as one

re-i'd^teTs^v^i";;''^^:;^^^^

BORDEN AMONG THE PROFITEERS.
There is no denying the fact that serious unrest exists i„ Cainda

3a ds%tH""""".l'' ^Z 'i""
'"''"^^ °f "^^ f"'"vernment to do a, ything t":wards reducing the high cost of living. (Hear, hear.) The evidenceadduced at Ottawa that the Dominion Textile Company paicl what isequivalent to 300% on its cash capital last year. an7Mr Patn

,"
s?n,ement that the Sherbrooke Woollen Mills, paying 7.%7ast yea , n wo:thirds of watered stock, were "Not erected for the glory „f G,,, hi , ^,

l^hTZ'^Y
"' '"! ^'«'*h°''J"^." will no, clear the thVeaten ng ky Th

I^^IhSi 1

"'''"*"'
''i

""='^'' 'hat the Prime .Mini.ster has several thm
obtained nn'

'"^•?-"'^"' => \^'""ip^g cold storage company, which he

on i r,-,^-^ ff'T "' ^' 75 cents on the <lollar, and which earned ,0%on Its capital last year, strips the head of the Ciovernmen, of tl e las^shred of respectability. The manager admits that the quantitv of Ll fn

o7T::hJ:"°""fV'T- 1"" 'h^' " - heing held for' xpor,^ VXeOr m other words. ,0 be shipped to Germany, when peace is sic edwhere prices are soaring, while at this very hour women and children n

keeoTf;
°"

r'"'"rK"V''^
long-continued strike. urTem?y ne ?,„d okeep their .souls .-.„< bodies together. (Hear, hear.) While the Pr me

a to "WinTh"^?'""'"'?
'"" ''"''"^- '" huy Government bon<l at '.• %™o

'he-price of foo, COM \" ""' ''"''"^ ^'''''''"*-' ^'^ ''»" *"'P'"^ "»' ''--t"

he ImnVHi"! r """f' '='"""*•' 507- If Sir Robert Borden was i„the Imperial Government he would be expelled from Parli.iment if he

wfth ?n /',!;"^ """" ""' '"^P"»"ert. and if in Italy he "u , be le.with in a much more summary manner. Im.igine President Wiko, . rGeneral Botha, or Hughes of .Australia, or Masfe^of .W /eaian i e

siand hor°rifieH°T7™'*^f""S ^ """"'i™' confrac.rThe v'rW w add

Min;lter:i'^^nail"''^l^;'^':,f
"""'"'"'"^ ''-'""" "' "'^ ^^^^

CHAPTER OF HORRORS.
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told me that pay sheetn overseas were loaded with 30,000 false names Jor

two and a half years, costing over $30,000,000. The British Government

offered at the IxK'nning o' 'he war to lake over, free of cost to Canada,

two branches of the service upon which we have expended in four years

$y'\ooo«X). In one branch of the London service $10,000,000 have dis-

appeared, with not a voucher to show for.a penny of it. Red Cross sup-

plies to an enormous amount were sold to the Government by officers in

charge who pocketed the mnncy. It is stated that twenty thousand soldiers

were sent to England who were returned as unfit, entailing a waste of

$10000,000. Leather equipment and clothing were destroyed by nre to

get the material out of the road to make room for further supplies, which

.jst the public Treasury millions of dollars. $3,500,000 are on deposit in

New York in trust, part of the proceeds of a steal on Government coil-

tracts, to be divided among the participants here just as soon as investi-

gation is not to be feared. A member of the Borden Government asked

a public contractor for a tender upon plans for a residence. The tender

was $6,000. The building cost $40,000. The $6,000 did not cover the

price of the oak flooring. The inference is obvious. Can this kind of

Government go on forever with no day of reckoning? Impossible. (Hear,

TRAGEDIES THAT MUST BE INVESTIGATED.

There have been tragedies in this war about which the public are

entitled to authentic information, and in respect to which official reticence

is giving occasion fo- the circulation of suggestions that may be more or

less exaggerations. The statement was current in military circles shortly

after the outbreak of the war that Australia made it a condition that no

sentence of capital punishment should be carried out as the result of a

court-martial until approved of by the Australian authorities. This was

said to be due to severe measures having been taken against Australian

troops in South Africa. At any rate, no such precaution was taken by

Canada. Stories are being tcli' by returning soldiers of a very disturbing

character anent military executions of Canadians, which, if unreliable, are

calculated to lead to other tragedies, or if well founded demand thorough

investigation by other than the military clique at Ottawa or in London.

Information has been given to me by the word of two and three witnesses,

so shocking and revolting in its character, that I hesitate to add to the

general unrest by repeating it in public, so long as the trust exists that

the next session of Parliament will see that a general court of enquiry is

appointed on all questions appertaining to the conduct of the war. But

military officialism must understand that no tragedy of the war shall be

hidden in the military archives at Ottawa or withheld from the democracy

of this country. (Hear, hear.)

AN ENGLISH VIEW.

Let me read you a few lines from a letter which I received from

London this morning:

—

" The papers here have rumors of unrest in Canada, and I expect

it is much worse than the papers say. What an aftermath of war!

Things are b^d enough in this country, where law-abiding is an in-

stinct as well as a habit. What it must be to a young country, which
barely has the power to keep disorderly elements down, is a question.

I have a notion that all those evil seeds sown by Strathcona and the

other robber-barons of his generation are going to come to a fruition

now which will all but wreck Canada, out of the ruins of which a

18



purer econumic life and decenter politlM may ariw. Heaven only

know* what may hap|icn there, but even if the country were brought

to the verge of economic ruin, if everything of the wealth of these

over-pr(.:ected industries went under and <mt ot it, and Canada started

again with a clean slate, poor but honest, it would be worth while."

That is an Knglish view. It is difficult to dispute its corrcctncs!<.

(Hear, hear.)
LET US BE MEN.

But I do not despair so long as my countrymen manfully and with

set purpose face the facts. I have painted an awful picture. I have done

it deliberately, beciuse it is true. (Hear, hear.) We had .i giMKlly heritage,

but we acted with it like the younger son. We gath' cd all together ami

went into a far country. There is no fatted ctlt for . ica«t. ( )ur revenue

does not come nearly meeting the mo.st urgent expenditure. But give me
an educated and arouseil jjublic opinion in West Petcrhoro, and in this

Province, and there are no devilish machinations of any political force

that can long keep this country out of the hands of honest administrators.

The people are hungering and thirsting for honest government. What
would this Dominion not now give for :i day of (leorge Brown or ICdward

Blake? How the welkin would ring I We all must take our share in the

serious responsibilities of the hour—in selecting a leader at Ottawa. 1

believe the convention will meet with but one object in view, and that no

personal considerations of any kind will cloud the issue. It is needless to

say that the leader will be honest, clean, wise, patient and ccurageoii

The field to choose from is not limited. Ami out of this morally polluted

political atmosphere that stamps the Ottawa Administration there will

enter an era in which there may be a dawn of hope. But this can only

be if «e prove our patriotism to 1). ..f the highest type. I .\pplausc )




