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NOTICE TO THE SECRETARIET 48D
OTHER OFFICERS OF AGRICUL-;
Tunal SOCIETIES.

means of diffusing knowledge, of stimulating
to better systems of culture. of bringing into
cultivation new and improved varieties of
field crops, of encouraging the raising of
superior stock, and of leading to the general
use of improved farm unplements and ma-
chinery. The great Annual Fairs do more
than all that, for they serve to render farm-
ing attractive to active and wellstored ininda,

Al Societies desiring to participate in the -
government grant for 1866 will be required
to send in to the Sccretary of the Board. not
later than 1st September 1866, a certificate
of payment of the annual subscriptions for
the year. duly certified by the oath of the
Secretary of the Society, mith relative list
of paying members, all in terms of the Act.

Societies neglecting to comply, must neces-
sarily bo excluded from participation in the
grant for the year. )

THE PRQPOSED PROVINCIAL EX:!
HIBITION.

In those countrivs in which Agriculture
holds a respectable position and is making
successful progress, tnuch reliance is placed
upon AGRIOCLTURAL EXmIBITIONS as.a

as well as to rough and ready hands, and they
induce vich men to apply thetr means to aid
in increasing the fertility of the soil. Every
agricultural exhibition is in cffect an an-
nouncement to capitalists that the surest and
most productive bank is a bank of earth, and
that there is no usury law limiting its yicld to 6
per cent. In short, the healthy and pro-
gressiva condition aof Agriculture in the
United States, in Canada, New Brunswick,
which ever way wa turn, is to be traced in &
great measure, directly or indirectly to the
system of ‘gricultural Exhibitions. ¢
Nova Scotia is a colony by itself that has,
not litherto enjoyed tho great advantage of
systematic exhibitions. It1s quite true that
small local exbibitions are aunually held in
various parts of the country, wiich no doubt
prove of benefit in the immediate districts

-
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where they occur. And we have likewise
upon occasion hiad an exbibition of a provin-
cial character, attended by a fuller measure
of success than might have been expeeted
under tho circumstances of the country,—
Yet the Agricultural Fair as an established
institution is practieally unknown amongst

us, and its peculiar advantages to a commer-
cial country are hut very imperfectly under-
stood.  There i2 much trath in the remark
mada by a member of the House of Assembly
the other day that we had been so long with-
out cxhibitions that he would almost be
ashamed to sce the attempt made; a sinilar
fechng unaturally influences the minds of a
large poition of our people.

The Agricultural Act passed two years
ago having contemplated l‘:c holding of oc-
casional exhibitions, the Board of Agricul-
ture at onc of its earliest meetings took the
matter into consideration. It was at first
proposed to hold an exkibition during the
year 1866, but after mature deliberation both
the Board and the Agricultural Committee
of the llouso of Assembly agreed to defer it
till 1867. Notwithstanding the announce-
nents that have been published tothat effect
it is said, that very little, if any, preparation
has been madg by our farmers  and the sub-
ject has as yet scarcely cntered into the
thoughts of our commercial men and the gen-
eral community. Meantime our Province is
called upon to take part in an exhibition of
a different character—the Paris Exhibition
of next year. and that, it is expected, will
well-nigh oxhaust for one season the cner-
gies of our exhibitors and the available re-
sources at their command. Under all the
circumstances it is thought desirable by the
Board of Agriculture that the proposed Ex-
ibition should he lefinitely arranged for the
autumn of 1868, and the Goverument and
Legislature bave been requested to make
such provision, by resolution or otherwise, as
may be necessary to ensure the sctting aside
of a sufficient grant for the purpsse during
that yeas. This view is participated in by
the Agricultural Committes of the House,
and the government has agreed to the requis-
ite provision. The exhibition is then a'set-
tled fact, the necessary arrangements may be
proceeded with, and farmers and manufac-
turers will have full coafidence in the affair
being carried out to completion, without fur-
ther delay.

In order that the Exhibition may be suc-
cessful it is necessary that suitable buildings
should be crected, not only for the comfort of
the public, but likewise for the protection of
the valuable animals that may be expected.
The past experience of Canada has shown
that without permanent buildings a satisfac-
tory system of Exhibitions cannot be carrjed
oit. Abese buildings may be in the form of
Crystal Palaces, Glass Barns or Wooden
Sheds, according to circumstances; but with-
out them o cannot hope to do wore for agri-
culture than to get up a little sporadic excite-
ment and a great camp meeting of cattle two
or three times in a century. What the inter-
ests ot agriculture require1s a well-undorstood
systemy of Exhibitions in which the whole
sarmers of the Province have an intcrest,
in which they can all take part, and
which they can all look forward 0 and pre-
pare for at stated and well-known intervals.

good accommodation to the farmers' eattle
while they are at the exbilition, where they
may rest and reeruit, and the probability of
a profitable sale after tho exhibition is done,
they will not fear to bring animals along dis-
tauce by ship or rail or road; and as our railway
system becomes gradually extended, the teasa-
bility and Pr:\cncal benefits of the Agricul-
tural Exhitition will become more and more
npl‘)arenk .

May we heg our correspondents to give
this important subject free ventilation throngh
ourcolumns ? Weshall return to it again, but
should bu glad meantimne to have a full and
candud expression of the opinions of the far-
mers throughout the Province, and especially
of the officers of the various agricultural
socictics.

m—eture

DBowrd of Agriculture.
REPORT OI*' THE BOARD OF
AGRICULTURE.

To the Hon. Chas. Tupper, M. D., Prov. Sec'y:

-

Harirax, Marcn, 1866.

Sir:—We have the honor tv submit,
for the information of Ilis Excellency
the Licutenant Governor and the Legis-
latare, a Report of the procecedings of the
Board of Agriculture for the past year.

The matter that first engaged the at-
tention of the Board, on its formation
under the new Act in 1864, was the or-
ganization of County and District Agri-
cultural Societies throughout the Province.
Last session it was reported tha. 37 So-
cieties had been formed in 15 Counties,
and that 84 of these Societies had
qualified for participation in the Legisla-
tive grant for 1864. The Board has
continued its cfforts in the organization
aud adjustment of Sociuties, and the
Secretary spent some time in visiting the
Societies in Pictou County last autumn.
From the Retura submitted herewith
showing. in detail, the present condition
of the various Agricultural Societies of
the Province, it will be observed that
the total number of Societies is 48, being
an increase of 11 Societies during the
year.

The number of Counties containinyg
Societies is 18, s0 that every county in
the Province now contains at least one
Society.

The present total number of members
of Agricultural Societies, (actually at-
tested) is 2198, as compared with 1744
last year, showing an incrense of 354
members. The total amount of subscrip-
tions paid by such members is $2384,
being an increase on the amount of the
year of $525. The total amount of
grants to Societies is $3314, being an
increase of S304.

It is provided by the Act that the
grants to Sociedes shall be apportioned
to them in rateable proportion to the

If we caa offer, in additiva to high prizes, | subscriptions of their mombers actually

%

paid during the year, at the rate of S2,
of grant for §! subscribied, but under the
limitation that no society shall draw more
thau $200, and that the whole socicties
of ono County shall not collectively draw
moro than $240.  Wehave now had two
years' experience of the practicul working
of this system, and the results have been
upon the whole satisfuctory. “There is
one fenture of the system, however, that
requires to be well understood to preveut
disappointment to the members of socie-
ties.  So long as there are few socirties
in a county, the amount ($240,) appro-
priated to the county will Le suflicient to
provide S2 for every dollur subscribed,
bt s0 soon as the collective subscriptions
of all the socicties in the county exceed
$120, then the grant-rate is necessarily
diminished.  In 1864 when there were
fewer societies than now the average sum
appropriated to cach society was S83;
hut during the past year the average was
reduced to $69. Thus the socicties in
one county raise upwards of S300 by
subscription, aud those of another county
ruise less than half that sum. yet both
counties receive an equal grant of S$240.
The society in one county with few mem-
bers receives §2 for cvery dollar sub-
scribed, whilst a society in the other
cuunty receives less than one dollar for
every dollar subscribed.  Some com-
plaints have been received from parties
who had organized societies on the fuith
of receiving S2 as a matter of course in
return for one subscribed, and cases of
apparent inequality may arise; but no
real hardship has been experienced. and
the restriction of the sum assignable to
counties appears to he generally regarded
as & just and necessary one.

‘The annual reports received from the
various agricultural societies afford ample
cevidence of activity and zeal, and (what
is of far greater importance) a general
desire on the part of members to devote
the funds at their disposal to the legiti-
mate objects contemplated by the Act for
Encouragement of Agriculture. Agricul-
tural Exhibitions and Ploughing Matches
have been held by some of the societies ;
but most of them have devoted their
funds to the purchase of improved breeds
of stock, in accordunce with the express-
ed views of the Board thaf the improve-
ment of stock should be the chief aim of
societies under the preseut circumstauces
cf the country.

In last years’ rep~rt to the Legislature,
the Board pointed out the propriety of
taking energetic steps for maintaining
and improving the breeds of horses and
cattle, by the importation of pure bred
animals from England. The committee
on Agriculture of last session reported
favorably upon this recommendation, and
suggested that whilst the horses should
be selected in Englaud, the horned cattle
might probably be obtained in the sister
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provinces. Accordingly the Legislature
was pleased to vote the sum of S10.000
to cuble the government to make an
importation of suitable animals.

The Mon. Dr. Tupper, Provincial
Secretary, and the Hon. W. A. Henry,
Attorney  General, lhaving visited Eng-
lundt on public business last summer, were
requested Ly the goverument to make
enquiries, and to purchase, if faverable
opportunities offered.  They found that
owing to the seuson of the year and
other circiumstances thoe time was o favor-
able one fur obtaining valuable horses at
unuseally low prices.  Purchases were
mndeof four entire horses and four mares,
ali, except oue of the mares, thorongh-
bred; sikewise of 25 rams, ewes and
lambs of the pure Leicester breed. The
animuls arrived by the steamer * 8t
Lawrence,” in the month of September
1865, and although in a reduced state,
yet in as good condition as could be rea-
sonably expected. A few of the sheep
died during the voyage: some others that
were in a sickly condition, ns well as one
or two that seemed to be in good health,
died after their arrival. A list of the
animals, iucluding the pedigrees of the
horses, is appended to this report,and the
sccounts of the Board will show the
prices paid, expense of trausit, and sub-
sequent cost of keep of the horses up to
the cnd of February 1866.

In order thut proper care might he
exercised in-transporting the horses and
in their treatinent atier reaching the £ro-
vince, the services of Mr. George Plumb,
an Xuglish Groom accnstomend to the
handling of thorough-bred horses, were
enguged for one year. The horses have
improved very much in appearance since
their arrival, 2and are all tn good health.
Under judicious management these ani-
mals may be expected to bring a speedy

and marhed improvement in the breed of |

hoises in our Province. It is well known
that the blood horses of LEngland excel
all others in fleetness and strength; and
it is found, as & general rule, that these
qualities descend to their offspring with
whatever breed they may be crossed.
Thus horses of spirit and endurance may
now be raised from the maves in the
country.

It is but just to observethat much care
hus been required from members of the
Board, in providing, in an economical
maunner, for the proper accommodation
and management of the horses during the
winter; and the Bourd feel under deep
obligativn tv vne ot their munber, Joseph
Northup, Esq., who bas ot only devoted
much valaable tme to the requisite ar-
rangements, but has hkewise personally
overlovked the horses almost duaily since
their arrival.

With the view of rendering the hoises i the farm at their own convenienee, and ; well, especially Winter Rye.

as serviceable as possible the Board have

competent and eareful men. "The number
of horses (four® s too smull to travel the
whole Province, and it is proposud, there-
fore, to send to counties in rotation in
successive seasons. Some of the richest
agricultural counties in the western, nov-
thern and enstern pavts of the Province
may be supplied this scason, and the
extreme westerny, .aud all the southern
shore countics, as far as possible, next
year. But tha Board have not yet com-
pleted their arrangements.

The Hon. Alex. Macfarlane, President
of the Board, having visited Canada last
summer, was desired to embrace the op-
portunity to obtain1f possible, some suit-
able horned cattle and sheep. Ife ac-
cordingly purchased two Durham bulls
anl one Durham heifer ; likewise 28
sheep and lambs of Cotswold and Leices-
ter breeds. The bulls and heifer bave
been kept at Pictou during the winter.
As it is Jdesivable to render these animals
available for use during the ensning sca-
son, it is proposed to bring tw of the
Durham cattle to Halifax, to b sold by
public auction during the present sitting
of the Legislature.

The sheep imported from England, as
well as those obtained from Canada, were
sold by public auction, with a view to
their general distribution thronghout the
Province. ‘The English sheep were sold
at Halifax, and the Canadian ones pavtly
at Picton and partly at Ialifax. It
will be observed from the returns that the
prices realized were “ery satisfactory,
affording evidence indeedd of the appre-
ciation by our farpers of pure stock, and
of a determination on their part to im-
prove their flocks. Tn all, 48 sheep and
lambs were sold, realizing the sum of
$1840.50, that is, an average priceof $31
each. One of the English rams brought
$94 and none of them were sold under
S70; the ewes aud lambs of course
brought less. Oune of the Canadian rams
was sold for S66 and another for $64.—
‘The sale of the last Jot was rather tao
Jate in the season to secure high prices.
All the animals have fallen into good
hands, and the purchasers are bound to
retain them permanently in the Province.

The Board have had under considera-
tion for some time the subject of a Stock
Farm; and it hus become obvious that
such an establishment is absolutely re-
quired. On a farm of this kind the
imported horses, and other animals,
I might be kept in safety and  health
tar a moderate expence. and their ser-
t vices given to the country in the sea-
tson. Pure hreeds might be permanently
‘ maintained without the necessity of eon-

stant importations, and Societicsor private
individuals desirous of svch might visit

t selectsuch surpluz animals as would au-

——

for the ensuing season, under charge of | went would likewise afford scope for

introducing to the notice of our farmers
some of the more recent improvements in
farm buildings, and improved modes of
cultivation adapted to the country. It is
iclieved that & suitable farn in 2 central
locality may be purchased, aud the re-
quisite huildings erected. for asum of from
£3,000 to StUUUU; and the Board res-
pectfully recommend that this sum may
be placed at their disposal to enablo them
to carry out the important object in view.

The Bourd commenced in March last
year to issuc a monthly * Journal of Agri-
culture,” which is extensively read by the
more intelligent class of farmers and
Members of Agricultural Socicties. In
conseyuence of the small size of the Jour-
nal the numbers are sometimes barely
sufficient to contain the Reports of the
Couuty and District Societies, without
auy other reading matter. It appears to
be desirable to enlarge the publication so
as to admit of the fuller discussion of
general agricultural topics,

During the agricaltural season of 1865
the Secretary of the DBoard applied to
muny of the lending farmers and officers
of societies, in the various Counties of the
Province, for Returns of the state and
progress of the Field Crops in their re-
spective Districts.  Much valuable in-
formation as to the peculiarities of the
season, and the progress of the principal
Field Crops, wae thus obtain 4 and mado
known to the public, from month to
month through the Agricultural Journal
and the leading newspapers of the Pro-
vince, into which the reports were copied.
A Lrief Synopsis of these Returns has
been prepared, and is herewith submitted
as a permanent record of the crops of
1865. A reference to that Synopsis
shows that favorable reports of the
Warat crop have been received from six
Countics, unfavorable reports from four,
whils. the others give average returns.
Emrly sown Wheat suffered most from
the so-called weevil dQuring the past sea-
son, some fields being o cownplete failure.
Quarts are returned as better than average
by eight Couaties, being heavy and fine
with inach straw 3 buy in three or four
Counties the crop was light, caused chiefly
by rest. BARmLEY is very favorably re-
turned as a “good,” “average,” *excel-
Ient,” “unusually good,” and *splendid”
crop, and in one or two Counties only was
the erop light. The experience of the
last few years scems to offer great en-
couragement to the more extensive culture
of Bailey, inasmuch as the yield of grain
is good, and there is no more suitable crop
for laying dowu land to grass; the only
drawback is the small amount and poor
quality of the straw. Rzw is only par-
tially grown in the Province, but has done
Bock-
WHEAT is favurably spoken of by the six

determiued to-scud them 1nto the country | swes: their purpose. Such an. establish« | counties that return it as a crop, but its
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cultivation is chiefly confined to new
clearings. llay i3 returned as an ave-
rage crop by three counties, as above
average by eleven counties, and as rather
uuder average by only one county.  Ilay
was not only a large crop throughout
the Province, but was everywhere se-
cured in excellent couditivn, except in
the Cape Breton counties. It is to be
observed, however, that the “ after-grass,”
in cousequence of severe drought, was
very poor, nud many farmers had to put
their cattle upon hay very curly inthe
fall, In this way more hay will have
been used up on the farms than usual,
especially as stock generally was not in
very high condition at the opening of
winter, Root Crors in geueral suf-
fered more or less from dreught, except
in rich well managed lands; but the sea-
son was peculizrly suitable for Porators.
which arve returned as an average or good
crop by seven counties, and as undes
average or poor by the same number of
counties (seven) ; this may be taken as
indicating the proportion of countics in
which potatoes may be profitably grown
in favorable sgasons. When our farmers
adopt a system of thorough drainage, the
proportion of couuties saited to potato
culture will be largely increased. Tur-
xrres arve favorably reported from six
counties, and unfavorably from six, the
crop being in some cases a total loss.
It is fenred that the rich soil and ample
supplies of phiosphatic manures required
by this crop are not sufliciently under-
stood.  Carrots, Cambicus, Brers
and Max6eL Wurzer are reported
tather more favorably than turnips; all
require very high cultivation, "Lhe crop of
ArpLES was small, except in the case of
individual orchards of young and robust
trees.

The calamity to which the potato
growers of this as of other coantries have
been exposed for many years must neces-
sarily claiim some attention from every
Agricultural Board. In last year’s Re-
port it was stated. that a correspondence
with parties in New York State had lud
the Board to make an importation of ses-
cral new varicties of Potato raised by the
late Rev. C. I&. Goodrich, and which had
been selected from 13,000 seedlings, after
an claborate series of experiments ex-
tending over tho last 16 years of Mr.
Goodricl’s Jife.  The scedlings impurted
were divided into small samples, and dis-
tribated to various parts of the Province
to pacties who were requested to ex-
periment with them. Reports of « very
satisfactory kind have been received and
published at length in the Agricultural
Journal.  The principal results of the
experients will be found in a tabulated
Return appended to this Report.

The Board likewise .1istribu.ed 2 num-
ber of sawples of field grains that had
been grown by the Rev. Dr, Forrester

from seeds received at the London Iox-
hibition. The recipients wero reqrested
to experiment with them, and report the
results; but very few reports huve been re-
ceived. 1t is feared that the samples were
too small to irduce much cave, for fur-
mers in all countries dixlike small garden
experiments, It may not be amiss to
vemind them that some of the finest
grains now in cultivation in Furope and
America have been raised from single
cars and it somo cases single grains.  Of
a sample of Wheat sent to 1. Davenport,
Lisq., Sydney, for experiment he reported
that it *“turned out a very fine sample,
free from evecy disease, and will, I thiuk,
prove valunble” The Canadian I’eas
were prolific. but much injured by insccts ;
the Tender PPod Peas a decided improve-
ment upon the old stock. The Iwlian
Barley sent to 11. A. N, Kaulbacl,, Esq,
M. P, P. Lunenburg, yielded over fifty
fold ; it showed much vigor and thickness
of stalk. is a six-rowed kind, and averaged
about 441b. per bushel.

Whilst the improvemens, of live stock
has steadily engaged the attention of the
Board during the past year, they are uot
insensible to the great importauce of im-
proved metaods of cultivation. Much of
our richest land is lying in a comparative-
ly barren state, from want of drainage,
and the Board have been considering in
what way an impetus could be given to
thorough drainage in the Proviuce.
Many farms, originally fertile, have be-
come barren from a spoliation system of
carrying off crops, year after year, without
returning manure to the soil. In these
cases probably the most effective applica-
tion will be found to be some rich form
of phosphatic manure, such as bone or
fish manure or superphosphate of lime,
for the phosphates suem to be sparing in
quantity in our soils. As our farmers
have at present great difficulty in obtain-
ing bone-dust, although many hundreds
of tons of the raw material annually go
to wastz even in the city of Ilalifax
alono, the Board have determined to ofter
a bonus of $600 to any party who will
earry into effective operation in a suitable
locality & Boue Mill of sufficient size to
supply the wants of vur farmers.

‘The growing importance of Flax as a
British American crop has indaced the
Board to import 10 bushels of the best
Riga Flax seed, which is well known to
be greatly superior to the common flax
grown from year to year in.the country.
Should the results prove satisfactory, o
greater lmportation may he made next
season,

It must be gratifying to every well-
wisher cf the Province to observe that so
much genuine interest is being ovineed at
the present time in agricultural improve-
ment.  We have heen hitherto dependent

people, and under any eircamstances such
dependence is not desivable.  Without an
abmdanee of the unccessavies of life, at
reasonable rates, for onr labouring popu-
lation, neither fisheries, arts nor manufac-
tures can perinanently prosper.  Agricul-
ture is naturally Jooked upon in every
country as the basis of ull uational wealth,
and it is fortunate for the Province that
Nova Scotinns are day by day realizi
more and more fully the opprobrinm®*that
attaches to a Country that has extensive
tracts of waste Jands, aud yet fails to aftord
o suflicient supply of food to its people.
It is truo indeed that the great Fishing,
Shipping aud Mining Interests have
brought upon our people an embarrass-
ment of riches, and have tended to with-
draw both capital and labour from our
farms.  But the great success that has
attended these branches of industry has
created profitable mavkets for farw pro-
duce,and given an impetus to agricultural
progress that is Likely to be productive of
the best results. Let us not blame the
soil, becanse we neglect to cultivate it.
So surely as the encrgies of our people
are applied to the cultivation of the svil,
so surely will a carpet of Juxuriant verdure
spread over our hillsides, and our deserts
blossom as the rose.

Arex. MacFarLase, President.
GEORGE Lawsox, Secretary.

v

House of Assembly.

AL HTLATATTLLIRE TR LAA LU R AR L A VA

Wednesday, March 24th.

The IJouse met at 3 o’clock.
BCARD OF AGRICULTURE.

Hon. Mr. Macrarraxslail on thetable
the Report of the Board of Agriculture.
Je said that the operations of this Board
during the past tivo years were attended
with the following results:—In 1864
there were 37 Agricultural Societies in
operation, te which number 11 havesiuce
been added. The membership of thesc
i 1865 was 1744, and in 1865 it was
21938 ; subscriptions were, in 1865, S2385,
hieing $520 in excess of the previous year
In addition to the ordinary operations of
the Board, attempts had been made during
the past year to ascertain the state of the
cvops of the Province by holding com-
munication with the locul societies. It
was known that certain countics were
peculiarly adapted to the production of
certain kinds of crops, and the Board
had endeavored to gain such information
as to lead to a practical improvement in
this particular. The Board last scason
had done something towards the improve-
ment of stock, aud the r efforts had Leen
more successful than had been anticipated.

Mr. Panrikr eapressed his pleasure at

 finding that the Agricolrists of the

upon foreign countries for the supply of | country were at last beginning to make a
a large portion of the common food of our | move. From the time of Sir Gaspard
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TLoMarchant, little had heen done.  Ife
thought more credit was due to the At-

torney General and Provineial Seeretary ! ticipated what he was going to say with
in regard to the mmprovement of stock, |
(those gentlemen having made importa- ! operations of the Board had hitherto been

tions of horses), than to the Ceuntral
Board.  ‘The amounts realized by the
sale af the stock imported showed that
the demand for such stock wag very great,
Many of the societies were saviug their
funds in ovder to muke purchases, and the
only fear was that the supply wonld be
insuflicient. ‘The President of the Bonrd
also was entitled to credit for having
made  importations frem  Canada, but
when that supply came the proper senson
had passed.  Upon the closing of last
year's accounts, he had strongly urged
tint a further supply from Canada be at
once obtnined,—if this course had been
taken, the expenditure which it involved
wonld have been returued to the treasury.
1o had for many years turned his atten-
tion to the subgect of o Stock Farm, and
believed that in no way could the stock of
the country be so well improved as by
this means or other improvements, s for
instance, in farm buildings. so well effect-
ed. By such means the growth of the
imported stock was sccured. Ile had
also been for some ime looking forward
to & Provincial Exhibition, but the Pro-
vince having been so long without one,
he would be now almost ashamed to see
the attempt maae.  How could the farm-
ers be expected to advance themselves
without such encouragement? In going
into the neighbuuring Proviuces oue im-
mediately saw how far behind we were in
all the farming appliances so comnionly
in use elsewhere.  If proper assistance
were given, he was couvinced that Nova
Scotin would not be at al! behiud other
countries in these particulars.

Mr. Boumixor anid that no one conld
read the report without acquiring mach
valuable intormation. It was gratifying
to know that the Board was presided
over by a gentleman who devoted so
much time aud attention to the subject
under consideration, and he could not
refrain trom also alluding to the secretary.
Professor Lawson, who had exhibited
great ability in the maungement of the
Journal and in the discharge of his other
duties.  He wished to cull attention to
one or twu matters which had b2en the
subject of complaint. ""“are had been 2
sale of stock in Pictes, but the notice
given Lad not been sufficient to enabie
persons in Cape Breton to attend, as it
ok place thiree days after the adver-
tisement was jssued. There was subi-e-
yueutly o sale at Bedford, of which ro
notice was given in Cape Breten, Il
hoped that greater facilities in this respeet
would be afiorded in future.  As far as
the jmportation of horses was coner rued,
he doubted if blood horses were suit-
able for farming-purposes:

Mr. S Casesens, suid that the houn.
gentleman who hiad just spokeu hud an-
reference to the sales of stoch. The
too contralized, and it would bie seon that
the distribution of the stock imported had
been.confined to the central countics, and
chr-efly benefitted u class of persons whose
objeet wus persoual profit, and who were
not the sort of persons whom the mrant
was intended to aid. The importations
would have heen more beneficial if the
eattle had heen grataitously distributed.
The notice given had been far tao short
to allow parties in distant portions of the
provinee to be present at the sales. By
the report, it appeared that the horses
itaported would not be sent during the
present season to the distant counties,
which he thought had the first cltim and
the grentest nee.

Hon. Mr. Macrannaxe explained that
the stock arrived after the time when they
were expected, and so late in the season
that the sale had to take place immediate-
Iy on theiravival. ‘There were, however,
persons present v ho professed to represent
Cape Breton. The fact was that four-
fifths of the animals had gone into poss-
ession of the agricultural socictics, and
that the parties competing were not
wenlthy persons, but combiuations of
farmers who had acenmulated a fund for
the purpose of purchasing.  Private per-
sons would not have been disposed to give
the prices realized at the sales, as for
instance from $60 to S70 fur sheep.—
Those prices were unprecedented, and
convinced him that importations could he
made with very little loss.  The sheep
had averaged $30 each, while ten years
ago the average was S12. It should be
remembered that the central counties
were those in whicl agriculture was most
extensively carried on.  fu some of the
further counties difliculties had been ex-
perienced in orgauizing societies, and in
Guysboro' there was but one society with
forty members.  The horses would be
found valuablo for breeding purposes, but
it was intended to import another class
for farming purposes.

Dr. Hasivrox remarked that there
were 40,000 persons in the proviuce
engaged in agricultural pursuite, besides
Inhorers who would number about 10,000
more. The importance of the subjuct
was therefore exceedingly great.  Much
improvement had heen already effected,
although the Board had only been in ope-
ration for twe ) cars. having imported 50
sheep, 4 borses, ¢ mares, 6 bulls and 1
heifer.  {le thought the establishment of
a-t ek arm would be of great hencfit,
Stock had been imported at great expeuse.,
but they covld in this vy be preserved, |
and the breeds rewred fur persons who
would be desirous of making purchases,
-thereby supplying the animals-at far Iess I

Ran by the present mode.  [le recollect.
ed when the late Mr. Georgo R. Yourg
made iwportations years ago, aud on that
oceasion the agricnltural suciety of Corne
wallis purchnsed some of the aunimule,
and the advantages obtained wero still
pereeptible.  In reference to the Jonrnal
of Agriculture, he said the paver was
small and should be enlarged, as it wag
the means of disseminating useful infor-
mation. e commended very highly the
exertions of the seeretary of the board,
and expre.sed the hope that the agricul.
tural interests of the country would
stendily improve,
Hou. Arry. GaxeraL said he congra-
tulated the Board, the llouse and the
country, on the desire manifested to ad-
vance the interests of agriculture, which
were a part of the foundation of the coun-
try's prosperity. ‘The industrial pursuits
of the people of this Province were for-
merly but two, viz., agriculture and fish-
ing, but within the ’Tust few years the
pursnit of wining enterprise had been
added. According as the latter oxtended
the market for agricaltural products
would be improved. It was a matter of
great consequence that something like a
system shoull be pursned in reference to
the efforts to improve the stock. The
complaints which had arisen as to tho
distribution of the cattle sald, arose from
the small number of the importation, and
it would appear from the prices given
that the people did ‘not expect another
supply for the next ten years. To make
a permanent improvement, the establish-
ment of a stock farm would b necessary.
The freight and insurance of a horsc
amounted to about 30 guineas stg., and
the purchase itself would cost from 100
to 1000 guineas, but the cost of rearing
the animals would not be a quarter of
that expense, und with proper stabling
and care the obstacles sometimes encoun-
tered m making mmportations wonld be
obviated. It was well kitown that lorses
which were diseased in England were
much improved on arriving in a different
clunate.  In reference to the remarks
made respecting the utility of thorough-
bred horses for farming purposes, he
would say that the system adopted in
Sugland of raising thorough-bred horses,
would have to he adopted. and it had heen
found to produco excellent horses for s}}
purposes, from th  first cross. In Eng-
Jand they liad for general use harces of
that breed, and for beavy work they had
the dray horses,some weighing 2000 s,
if thonght desirable, this latter species
could be obtained. A proviueial stud
bovk could also be kept. so that any one
having & horse of a good hreed for sale
coult trace its pedigree for several gener-
ations.  In reference to the production of
woul, it would-be found that the differer re
between some animals as compared with
-others, was 200 percent., som¢ produing
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doubln the mutton and double the weel
that others dide Tt was Tound  that sovae
of the long wosled sheep in Vermont
coming fram Lnglish stock were more
vathiable than the celebrated merine breed,
the rearing of this sort of stock might also
be earvied on in this Provinee with ad-
vautage, as the wo.l raised in the United
States was only sullicieut to supply one
half ol the consumption. e believed
that the Journal would be found produe-
tive of great benetit in direeting the winds
of the tarmers to the improvement of their
condition, and coneurred in the remarks
made concerning the valuablo services of
the indefatigablo Secretary of the Board.

Mr. Tomy suid thut, in this discussion,
there had been o great deal of cry and
little wool.  There had been speeches all
arcund on the subject of tho cight horses
and mares. the six bullz, the one heifer,
and the fifty sheep, and the debate had
cost the province in the shape of legisla-
tive expenses about £200. ‘The member
for Guysboro’ had complained that the
sheep had not been sent to his county, but
what was the use of sending sheep where
there was no grass? The member for
Colchester, Mr. Parker, had harnessed
himself to the plough ounly to show his
inubility to draw it,—and so gentlemen
beeame eloquent on agricultural watters,
while those who represcuted the fishing
interests were sitting like dumb idols.—
e knew an old gentlemun at St. Marga-
rcts Bay, who had 125 children and
grandchildren, and yet nothing in the
shape of a premium had been given to the
peoplo of that locality. e thought it
time for gentlemen represeniing fishing
constituencies to take their turn in claim-
ing atteution, for if it were not possible to
improve the ULreed of fish, something
might be done in the way of remitting
duties upon the articles used by the fish-
erman.

M. Lo:ke agread that agricultural
sffairs always vbtained undue prominence
but it should Le remembered that large
expan:e would probably be soon incurred
in the protection of our fisherits. e
theuzht, however, that measures might
be taken to prevent the mackerel leaving
our shores.

Hon. Mr. Smaxyox said that cfforts
were made in some countries to L .iug hack
the fish that were leaying. He doubted
1ot that the timo would-seon come when'
the last of our salmon would have dis-
appeared, and any measures that would
tend to preserve our fish would be exceed-
ingly Leneficial.

Mr.KavLsack urged very strongly that
the Government should take measuves to
ensure the protection of our fisheries from
encroachments, and to place the arrange-
ments respecting the Labrador fishery on
a satisfactory basis.

Uon. Arry. GENERAL said he had
listened sttentively to the hon. member

fur Ilalifax (Mre. Tobin), expecting to
leear some practical suggestions, but that
gentloman had not brought forward any
measure relative to the fishing interests ;
it he had done <o, he (At Gend) would
have given it his cordinl support. A pro-
position to establish & board in connection
with that brauch of industry he thought
would he well received,  Many of the
conuties were halt farming and half fishing
countiva— Lunenburg for example—and
the fishermen of that county, he thought,
were deserving of every encouragement
and of much credit for their enterprize.
In that respeet they oceupied the first
position.

Mr. Arcumarnn agreed in the remark
that no practical proposition had been
made in regad to the fisheries. e felt
the importance of Hon. Mr. Shannon’s
remark concerning the salmon fisherivs.
In connection with this subjret, he had
sume years ago made a suggestion which,
if adopted, he thought would have been
found exceedingly productive of benefit
—namely, to establish 2 nuesery tor fish
in the Bras 'OrLake.  If the members
for Cape Breton would take the money
now Dbeing expended in digging o hole
in the near end of that Juke, nud stop
the other end up, they would be doing
something practically useful.

Mr. Tosiy said he was not in a po-
sition to bring forward measures in con-
n-ction with the fisheries, — that was
rather the duty of the Government and
the Fishery Committee.  Ile was glad
to hear that someshing would soon ema-
nate from those quarters. Ile trusted
that the most effectual steps would be
taken for the protection of the fisheries,
and that a steamer of such speed and
power as was required would be equippel.

‘The Repori of the Board of Agricul-
ture was referred to the Commitiea on
Agriculture.

R R R R R S e S 55 RS S S X T

Mg. Eprtor :—The Representatives of
the T’eople now assembled have to delibe-
rate and decide on questions of inomentous
magnitude greatly aflecting, not only our
present, bat for all time to come, our
social and political positionand well being.

‘The interests of the farmer, lus stock
and products of soil, always receive a
very fair share of attention, and the very
important suggestions contained in the
Report of the Central Board of Agricul-
ture,” just presented to the Ifouse, par-
ticularly those relating to improved bireeds
of stock and a Stock Farm are worthy of
the attention and favorable consideration
of the people’s representatives. Yet in
order to raise the JAgriculturist to his
right position there are many questions of
equal, if not of more importance, which,
at the present crisis in our trade relations

with the United Swuates, must be consider-
ed. ‘Tho development of our mines and
manuofietwres, and last bat not least our
great fisheries, on all and each of theso
nmiuly depend the wealth nud prosperity
of our farmers,—more than that, en the
prosperity of any ouo of these hranclies
of industry largely depends tho prosparity
af cuch and all of the others.  Ilow
happy and pleasing is the thought that
vach and every individual in pursuing and
pressing on iu his own particulur enlling,
can look with an eye of deep interest and
even concern to the prosperity and ad-
vancement of his fellow-men in ull the
vaied pursuits of life.  Yet without the
favmer the world cannot exist. There-
fore, as we all, in every other calling,
depend apon the products of the hushand-
man, it is but natural that he should
occupy our first thoughts,

1 shall nct trespass upon the principles
of your Journal, to reason upon the right
policy of our country, whether free trade,
protection, ovr reciprocity, as the legis-
inturo and political press are the legitimate
places for such discussions, But I canuot
understand that kind of free trade which
would leave us fiee to buy, but not to sell.
We must have an independent industrial
policy for our British North American
provinces. This is of vital importance,
our all depends on it. It would reuder
us independent of the trade with the
United States, giving us the Canadas as a
substitute. Canada wants the products
of our mines and fisheries, and the ad-
vautages of our sea-ports.  This union of
trades would hasten a greater union and
security to Britain.

II. AN, K.

March 20th, 1866.

COST OF FEEDING PIGS.

On the 8th of last Deeember I com-
menced feeding two pure bred Berk-
shires, then four weeks old, and worth for
feeding purposes $2.50 cach. Their joint
live weight amounted to 36 Ibs, During
four months they consumed 4 barrels Iu-
dian Corn, and 80 galls. sour milk. To
make sure of the value of themilk, I pur-
chased it at a cost of 2} cts. per gall; it
had been kept over fromn the summer by
putting in a cask as fast as made, with the
addition of a little salt. The food was
given three times doily, made warmn by
mixing the meal with boiling water, aud
then adding the milk.

Joint weight, Dee.8 - - 36 lbs.
Do. March 8 - - 211

Gross increase - - - 1

20 per cent. per offal - - 3

Nett increase - . - 140

at 10 cts. per 1b, $14.
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4 bbls. corn, at §1 per bhl, -
S0 galls, sour milk. 23 ets. progall,

9 pigs, four weeks old, at §2.00 ea. 5,00
Prolit to balanee - - -
S14.00

II. E. Dro,

ON THE DRAINAGLE OF FARM
LANDS IN NOVA SCOTIA.

[We have much pleasure in publishing
the following very useful wrticle, which
contains information and suggestions of o
thoroughly practical kind.—In.]

Mu. Eprror:—I have noticed with
pleasure avticles contributed from time to
time to your paper on thu subject of
agriculture, but althongh various branches
of it have been referred to, the most im-
portant has been almost entirely omitted
We often see in newspapers and other
sotirnals, farmers recommended to, amd
almost censured for not draining their
land, while the authors often seem un-
acquaiuted with the ditliculties that attend
this operation. or do not give much assis-
tance to furmers to overcomo them. I do
not wish to take up more of your space
than is necessary to pointout what would
be the advantage of draining, and disad-
vantuges from the neglect of it, particu-
larly as applied to this Province. No
draining can be considered thorough, or
2 good return expeeted for the investment,
except the subsoil is thoroughly dried.
The reasoun is obvious. The depth and
distance the drains shonld be pui apar,
to he regulated by the characters of the
~:I and subsoil; and the deeper they are
put, generally affording them to be placed
farther apart.  This is very important
where the material for-forming the duct
is so expensive. \When laud is undrained
and an impervious subsoil underlays, the
water has to be evaporated through the
snil.  Cousequently,f a Jate season, it is
often nearly June before a plough can be
-put into the ground ; this is gencrally
fatal to crops in this country. In the full
the growth is also checked from the same
canse, consequently, the growing season
of crops, especially green crops, is much
curtailed.  Several seusons have passed,
the last one in par ular, when, but for
the undrained land, the spring wasas
early and forward Jor agriculturs! opera-
tions as the average ones in Great Bri-
tain. ‘The baking of land in dry summers,
so that winter wheat cannot be sown, is
anothier evil. I think thatdraining would
in many cases, cause the wheat to ripen
in time, to be clear of the weevil, the
throwing out of clover, and other roots,
in fact these and many omer inconves
niences may be put down to undrained
land.  Of its advantages, Stephens in his
Book of the Farm, s work universally

» $1.00 f quoted by writers of the pre<ent day,
2,00 | gives instinees in Enghand, Ireland and

Seothind, where draiping of estates has

300 i paid landowners thirty per cent., and of
Van instanes which has come vuder wy

own eyes last year, hatley yielded at the
rite of sixty-three bushels per acre with-
in twenty feet of a drain, agwnst thirty-
five from other parts of the samo field ; the
writer of this was also shown some fruit
trees, the growth of which was astonish-
ing. considering the dry senson of last
sammer, and entirely owing to under-
deaining, T have considered it necessary
to enter on these details as many farmers
are strangers to draining in every respect.
OF the ditticulties—although Nova Scotin
from her climnte and soil requires the
lnud to be drained move than any part of
North Amweries, the appears to bhe the
only pluce (except perhups New Bruns-
wick) where the ricans of carrying ~ut
this drainage canuot be furaished to enter-
prising furmers at a reasouable cost. [
have lately taken o great deal of trouble
to ascertain where this can be proeunred,
and at what cost, and it is much as fol-
lows: in Liverpool and Glasgow about
tweuty-four shillings sterling per thousand,
each tile 14 inches long, but breskage,
freight, &c., bring them up to seventy
shillings stgz., when Janded in Nova Sco
ting in Canada they are made for six
dollars per thousand, while in Nova Sco-
tia they cost the cnormous sum of five
pounds per thousand feet or more, at the
potteries, making them entirely useless to
farmers. If the government would offer
a large premdum to any one who would
furnish tiles at a reasonable rate, it would
be « great boon to the agricultural popu.
lation. and wonld indirectly benefit the
whole community. It must certainly
come to this at last, the best attempts at
farming in the present day without drain-
age is but a farce, and witl, prospects of
high prieces, fairmers are quite warranted,
and will go to the expense, provided they
can he furnished with something to fill in
the draius with at areasonable rate  As
the railways are extended east and west
tiles conld be supplied to farmers near the
line with only one handling. I may men-
tion that in the Canada Farmer, tile
making machines are advertised at S12v,
to turn out from six to cight thousand
per diem, and a Mr. Sutton ofiers to set
up a yard in any district where he may
receive  veasouable encouragenicnt, —
Using tiles lessens the cost of digging
greatly, as the cut need only be wide
enough for a tile. I hope the Agricuitu-
ral Committee will give this subject the
attention it deserves. I cousider that as
things are at present, the want of these
tiles offors the greatest abstacles to suc-
cessful farmingin N. 8. As many may
think that this should be done by private
enterprise, Imay remark that when drain-
age commenced in Englard, so alive were

the Repreccutatives to the importauce
of it to the country, that any firmer
could elvinm w certain sum from the teen-
sury al a eevtain rate for this purpose,
antl commissicners  were appointed o
deecide upon what copstitated aieiat cluim.
It has at Jeast as goold a right to come
under Legislative prtronage uws Bone Mills
aud imported stock, wimeh Jatter, from
heing herded on the beautiful pasture
that water-logged land is g0 justly cele-
brated for, soon lose the distinguishing
qualities of their uncestors,  fesides,
farmers can hardly be expeeted to become
brick and tile makers themscives, so they
have the choice of waiting for the slow
progress of private enterprise, atd farm-
ing at a great disadvamtage in the mean
tinie, but bluning it all on the unfortu-
nate c'imate, or ¢he draining with poles,
or sa:ae ather slovenly and unsatisfactory
way, which is just as expensive as tile
draining shonld be, and i rarely effective
when finished. No  doubt one objection
will be made, that the cost of draining will
be so great that few will he willing to
undertake it. 1 would not in the present
state of farming in Nova Scotia recom-
mend the drainage of stift ¢lays whero
the drains would requi.e to be placed
fiftcen or twenty feet apart, but loains
could generally be drained by deep drains
about forty feet apart, so that eight hun-
dred fificen inch tiles wonld be sufficient
for one acre; the digging would cost about
one shilling per iud, so that the two chief
expenses would be covered by from six
to seven pouuds per acre, which is no
more than a good coat of marsh mud with
half a mile hauling would cost, a method
of smproving land that is in great favor
in this provinee. Yours, &e.,
A Farser.

RESULTS OF WURZEL CULTURE
IN GRANVILLE —WHITE SUGAR
BEET-BELGIUM CARROT—OR-
CHARD GRASS.

Dear Jorrxar —A correspondent in
the March No. speaks highly of the man-
gel wurzel or searcity root as a field crop,
and it deserves all he has said in its fa-
vour. In our valley, erops have been
raised exceeding his, and specimens shewn
outweighing them. 1 do not say this
boastingly. but simply to eucourage the
growth of this valuable root. 1 am sorry
I cannot give in figures proof of what I
now advance, but hope to be able to do
sonextfall. My favourite “scarcity root”
is the white sugar loaf, which I have rais-
ol some six years. My attention was
drawn to it in France, where sugar is
largely manufuctured irom it, aud where
I have seen, perhaps. twenty acres in one
lot planted with it. I find it to faiten
stock as well as potatoes.  Pigs are very
foud of it aud fatten rapidly; while the
crop per acre far exczeds that of any root
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excepe it be mangel wwizel in light svil.

I have taken from alternate rows bushel
foi Lusiel of these two varictics of becet.
It is a pity that in Nova Scotia so fuwn

bat  becoming  breachy  was cold Just
autumn, reabzing $10.25. His heep for
thenty-five wedks amounted to $13, and
his services oulside the Sudicy to 86,

persons are found who have the means, | loning $20.75 as the sum hu cust the
or who, having the means, have the incli- | Socicty while owning him. Two Cots-

nation, precision and judgiient to maho
exact cxperiments, for wn experiment is
worthless unless it be exact.  As to the
rotative value of reot crops and their fod-
dering qualities, there are namberless
opinious, but, so far as 1 can learn, no
authority. It is thought by many prac-
tical wen that turnips are uscless to a
milch cow, some say worse than uscless.
It is often suid that mangel waizel will

wold Rums were agreed to be purchased
culy in the antuma from W, IS, Decie,
Esq. of Bridgetown, but owing to delny
in procuring the Provincial Grant, in the
absuiiee of the Secretary, they were too
late to he of benofit last season, ‘I'wo
yvung Berhshire Hogs weiro procured at
the same time, a Buar aud a Sow, custing
$o cach, and the Rams 515 cach, with
cust of sending fur them, $9.  Three

make 4 cow diy up. A shrewd practical | young Essux Swine were alsv brought in
farmer told e Lot sumwer, that twe of | at a cost of abuut St1. Those latter were

his,cons fud at evening with a buuntiful
snpply of curn fodder, gave nu mure milk
than the rest of the herd, ot mue than
they would have given without it, but I
dv nut thinh he was carcful to measwe
the daily flow.

Would it not be a good questien for a
good prize to be awarded by Agricultural
Socicties,something to this effect, viz..—
“ What root crops will, n this locality,
give the largest and best crop of fodder, at
the leust cost per acre.”

1 have a very decided opinion, founded
on a long experieuce of six years,on four
points:—

1. That no grass cquals orchard grass
for pasture. Last year, on the 10th of
May, some of mine hud attained the
height of cighteen inches; on the 10th
June three feet; on the 24th, when I cut
them, four feet four inches.

2. No ficld beet equals the white sugar
for feeding ~r fattening.

3. No field carrot equals the white
Belgian, for horses or milch cows. [Aud
no uixc equals it for the dinner table.—
Iv.

4. No Tudian corn is so productive, or
makes meal equal to the eight rowed
white.

While waiting for more light on this
subject, believe me,

Yours sincerely,
Grancille, Mar. 10, 1866. G. I. B.

Agricultural Socicties.
CHESTER AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY’S REPORT..

The Clcster Agricultural Society was
«organized, March 24th, 1865, and counted
fifty-six paid-up members on its books for
the cwrreut year. Not being aware of
the amount to be received from the Pro-
vince, they were caveful in their appro-
printions until the Grant was drawn,
amounting to the handsome sum of $100,
In the spring & good Bull four years old,
of the Datham breed crussed with Alder-
ney, was puichased for the sum of $32,

sulid at S1.50 cach, aud the furmer at

; 51.80 enchy to Le kept for buceding pur-

poses; members of the Sydiety to have
the offur to purchasy their youug. The
Rams are hept by the Sucicty, aud are
not much thought of, but 1 ineline to the
belief that this opinion will change very
materially before we have owned them
two years. We counld not procure a Ewe
of the same breed, but must try again this
seuason, 50 as to keep up a supply of the
breed pure. A Threshing Machine owned
by the former Scciety came iuto possess-
ion of the present one, on which some
S10 or SI2 were expended in repairs,
ang, perhaps, nearly the same amount as-
sumned as due the keeper for his services
hitherto, in connection therewith.

Four meetings were held, including the
annual one. held on the 8th December,
1865 ; at the latter the officers were all
re-clected as follows :—Pres.. E. Heck-
man; Fice-Pres., Robert Swith ; Sec'y,
H. B. Mitchell; Zreas., David Witford ;
Directors. Win. Duncan, Thos. Witford,
John Webber, Joseph Keizor, Stephen
Corkum.

Owing to all the bills and accounts not
being rendered aud settled up,.the Trea-
surer’s account is not as complete as it
shoull be. It stands thus:—

Cr.
Subscriptions of 56 members - $36 00
Allvttient of Provincial Geant 108 00

S164 00
Dr.

To books for Sec’y and Treas - S1 40
Paid for one Bull 32 00
Keep of do. §13, less $6 for serv. 9 00
For subserip. to four Ag. papers 5 1R
Two Cotswolkd Rams - 30 00
Two Berkshire Hogs - - 10 00
Expense of procuringdo - - - 9 00
100 printed notices - - - - - 200

Postages, & « - « -« « « 030
e e e $99 13
Onhand - - - - - S64 87

-,The' Amprican,uAgriculturist, Canada

Favucr, and the Journal of Agricalture,
are tahen by the Socicty and ..ueh ap-
proved of. The INicdd was also sube.
suribed for, but not appearing suited to
the wauts of Nova Svotin was discon-
tinued,

1L B. Mircuerr, Sec’y.
Chester, Feb'y 1866,

[SECRETARY'S LETTER.]

We have held 6 meetings of the society
siuce its formation, and are now taking
subscriptions fur the present year. Have
purchased another bull 3 years old, (Al-
derney ) it Windsor, for S36, and should
Lave another, but intend «doing with one
now, as we wera disnppointed after pur-
chasing auother, and so will reserve our
fuimls. = They voted to expend S10 to $50
in sceds, aud also to hold an exhibition
this cuming autamn. The ofticers of ' ¢
society met last evening to decide o1 che
geeds, prizes, &c. They agreed to lay
out $24 in Timothy and Clover seed, S$10
to $12 in Oats; S6 to S8 in Wheat; and
$2 to $4 in Potatoes; that is, we should
like to purchase those latter articles of
new kinds, say Goodrich Potatoes, Long-
fellow Oats, or other kind of Scotch Oats,
aund new varieties of Wheat, said to be
weevil proof, to test them. Cnn you afford
us any information as to wiether these
seeds are obtainable in Halifux, orcan be
precured before they will be required for
seed? Such information would much
oblize. We think to give some S80 in.
prizes on Bulls, Steers. Cows, &e., Sheep,
Swine, Vegetables, Grain, Fruit, and
Cloth, next autumn. The prizes of course
wust be small, ranging from €8 to 2(cts.,
but will sumu'ate to some extent our
farmers to try what they can do,and thus
tend to improvement.

H. B, Mircuery, Sec. C. 4. S.
(Replied to by Letter.)

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Literary Communications are to le
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the Board of Agriculture, Dalhousie
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and re:mittances of subseriptions are to be
sent to Messrs. A. & W. McKinlay,
Publishers, Grunville Street, Hulifax,
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