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God Save the Queen.
BY T. WATSON.

Ring out, 8weet music, glad and free,
And boundless as the ocean’s tide.
Lot loyal Bubjects joyful bhe
while all their needs are woll supplied.
And keop the holiday again
In honour ot Victoria’'s reign.

The prafses of Jehovah tell,
For all his favours freoly shown
To her who rules the empire well,
And gits cn Britain’s ancient throne,
Lopg may Victoria's honoured name
Stand foremost in the ranks of fame.

And may her counsellors recelve

_ Such light and wisdom for their day,

That they may to all goodness cleave,
And tread the path of right alway .,

And keep unstained on every coast,

The flag that Britons love the most.

And may her subjects everywkere,
Ip one grand federatlon stand,
To make the good of all thelr care,
And peace promote In every land.
Thus through all ages shall rewain
The &ood of Queen Victorla’s ru'gu.

Colborne, Qnt.

QUEEN VICTORIA.
By KOBIN MERRY.

our readers will be pleased to sece this
fine portrait of their Queen. It Is after
a photograph taken in 1877, and varies
byt slightly from the pictures taken more
recently, the latter showing a little more
defipitely the marks of advancing age.
The Queen has passed the seventy-
seyenth anniversary of her birth. At
this ripe age she {8 exceedingly well-
preserved, being in flne vigour, and able
to endure the strain of a very large
amount of business; for while it is true
that the affairs of the great empire are
conducted chiefly by her wisely-choser
ang trusted officers, it is alco true that
she keeps herselt well informed in all
ita vast departments of business, and
personally supervises all its most im-
Portant matters.

victoria’s rule over England has
reached nearly sixty years, and has been
ohe Oof the best in the entire history of
the country. Indeed, it Is quite worthy
o remark that the two most brilliant
rojgns in all English history are thosr
ot women, the other being that of Queen
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throne, In tho care of a certain noble
lord occupying an important post in the
Government, who, late one Saturday
night, arrived at Windsor with some
State papers.

“1 have brought,” sald ho, " for your
Majosty's inspection somo documents :
but ag I shall be obliged to trouble you
to examine them in detail, T will not en-
croach upon your Majesty's time to-
night. but will reguest your attention to-
morrow morning.”

* To-morrow morning ! repeated the
Qucen, * to-morraw (s Sunday. my lord."”

* Yrue, your Majesty, but buriness of
the State will pot admit of delay.”

“1 am aware of that' replicd tho
Queen, " and as, of course, your lordship
could not have arrived cailier at the
palace to-night, I will, It theso papers
are uf such pressing lmporiance, attend
to their contents after servico to-morrow
morning.”

In the morning the Qucen and her
Court went to church. and wmuch to the
surprise of the noble lord, tho subjcct of
the discourse was the sacrcdness of the
Ch:istian Ssabbath.

* How did your lordship liko the ser-
mon ?" asked the Qucen.

* Very much, indeed, your Majesty,”
he repifed.

“ Well, then” added the Queen, "1
will not concea! from you that inst night
i sent the clergyman the text from
which he priached. I hope we shall all
be improved by the sermon ”

Not another word wus safd about the
State papers durlng the day: but at
night, when about to retire, the Queen
safd :

© To-morrow morning. my Jlord. as
early as seven o'clock, if you please, wo
will look into tho papers.”

“1 cannot think,” was the reply, “ ot
{ntruding upon your Majesty at so ecarly
an hour. Nine o'clock will do well.”

*“ No, no, my lord, as the papers are
of importance, I wish them to bo at-
tended to very early: bat {f you wish it
to be nine, be it 80.™

At nine the next morning the Cueen
was secated at her table, ready to receive
the nobloman and his papers.— Labour of
Love.

'HE QUEEN AS A WORKER.

it i{s not generally known that the
Queen 18 one of the very few persons
who never have o holiday.

Last sear her »ajesty wos oblige3 to

HER MAJRSTY THE QUEEN AND
SABBATH OBSERVANUE.

\ iiketthood tkat an elective system, ltke
Elizabeth, In no period since the gov- | that of the United States, for instance,
erpment began was the country marked | will take the place of that which has so |
by & more declded development or a ,long given stabliity to the British Gov- |

append her signature to some fifty thou-
sand documents.
These werc signed at Windsor on the

grecter prosperity than during the reigns ) ernment and nation.

of these two Illus-
trious women,

The principles of
lemocratic govern-
Went have for some
tUme past had de-
cided growth in
tEngland, and the
people, through the
House of Commons
ang the extension of
‘he franchise, or
privilege of voting,
have gained a large
share in the gov-
ermment of  the
coyptry. There are
probably few people
in $ngland who de-
sire the overthrow
»{ royalty. though
there are many who
desire to take away
the hereditary privi-
leges of the House
o Lords. It seems
Probable that in no
great time some im-
Portant changes may
take place in this
regard iz the Eng-
lish Governments
but 86 long &s rulers
arg a3 Wwise and
copservative as the
-Present  honoured
Queen, there ig Httle-

. . .- .

| was evidence

d, soon after ascent to the

The religious feellng ot her Majcstyl

Continent, at Balmoral. at Burkingham
Palace, and even In
raflway trains.

It yon go to
King's Cross any
morning, when the
Queen is residing at
her Scotch abode,

you will sce o
Queen’s  messenger
starting off for

Seotlend with forty
or fifty bags anid
boxes

Mos? of thess con
taln letters and pa-
pers of varlous
gorts, the remainder
cunaist -+ domestic
supplies, for evepn
when o Scotland
the Queen gets her
butter and cream
and fruft from her
own farm neas
Windsor.

The messenger ar-
rives at Aberdeen
at three in the
moming where he
finds a shecial tratn
awaiting bim to
take him to Bal-
later. He remains
at Balmora)l abont
twenty-four hours,
and then takcs back
to town all the
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documents that have been signed Six
messengers are perpetually employed in
going backward and forward.

The Queen gets up at half-past geven
At cight she lJas pravery, and at half-
pant c¢ight breakfast , after which sghe
walka for an hour, and then works with
her geeratary until two o'clock., She has
frequently  been kept at work all day
long, and {8 »ften called up in tho middle
of the night.
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Pleasant Hours:

A PAPER FOR OUR YOUNG FOLK.
Rev. W, H. Withrow, D.D., Egitor,

TORONTO, MAY 22, 1897.

OUR GRACIOUS QUEEN.

We have pleasure fn presenting here-
with a special patriotic number of
Pleasant IHours, commemorating Queen
Victoria’s Diamond Jublilee.

Methodists are everywhere character-
fzed by thoir conspicuous devotion to the
person and crown of their rightful ruler.
Without reserve they recognize their
duty to * fear God and honour the king.”
This they do with an added zest and a

more enthusiastic devotivn when all dis- ,

abilitles are removed, and when the
soverclgn is one whose private virtues
and pereonal attributes, no lcss than her
official dignity., are calculated to call
furth  the truest fealty of soul. And
aever was sovercign more deserving to
be loved, never had ruler stronger claim
upon the loyal sympathies of her peuple,
than our revered and honuured widowed
Queen,

But not the splendours of ruyal state, |

uwot the +ictories of arms, not even tho
consplcus s virtues of her life, are the
chiel clasm upon our loving sympathies;
but rather tha sorrows through which
ber womans hean hath passed. To
these rovalty affords no shield, the castle
wall no bulwark. With the meanest of
her subjects the mistress of an empire is
exposed to the shafts of bereavement
and sorrow.
us &ll akin. The undying devoticn tc
the meniory of the husband of her youth
has touched the nation's heart as noth-
ing else could have done.

Her persunai and womanly sympathies
are anothr

Her autograph letters to the bereaved

widows of I'resident Lincoln and Pre-

sident Garficld smote choerds of feeling

that vibrated in the remotest hamlets of |

two continents. Nor are her sympathies
restricted to the great. they extend
alike to the humblest of her subjects.

To tho stricken wives of shipwrecked

mariners or fishermen, of death-doomed
maers and pitinen, to the sick children

in the hospuais, and 1n homes of waat, |
her heart goes forth with loving sym-

pathy, her privato purse ts opened In
gonorous atd. These are truer claims
to a nation's love than the material
splendour of & Semiramis ur a Zenobia.
And that love has not been wituheld.
Upon no human being bave ever been
wonverged so many prajers, so fpany
Licssings and benedictions.  Throughout
the tvast Emplre, that with its forty
colonles eagirdles the world, wherever
praser s wont to be made, go up petl-
tlons for Engiand's Queen, In Aus-
tralian mining camps, In far Canadlan
l.mber shantics, In the remoiest haiuicts,
and In the fishing villages that line al-
fuost evary sen, the patriotic devotion of
a Jcyal people finds atterance in the
words, " God save the Quoen ™™

This touch of nuture makes |

cunispicuous characteristie.

Recently Queen Victorfa recefved a
petition from a little girl which was
' quite irresistible in its way. The letters
 #ddressed by unknown persons to the
Queen do not usually meet her eye, as
thefr number 18 great and thelr character
often Indicative of unsound minds; but
the epistle from this child the Queen's
secretary deemed worthy to be brought
to her attention.

It began thua - “ Dear Queon.—1 let
my doll fall into a hole In the mountaln;
and ns 1 know that the other slde of
the world belongs to you, I wish you
would send some one there to find my
doll.” :

The Mlttle girl believed the holo wont .
clear through the earth, and that tho
Queen could easlly have the doll hyated
up on the other slde,

The Queen was much amused at this
petition; and though ahe was unable to
grant it, she could send a new doll to
the little girl, and this she proceeded to
do.

[ A UBE FOR A QUEEN.
|

i

8TGRY OF THE QUEEN'S LIFE.
CHILD VICTORIA AND CHILD ALBERT. !

Queen Victorla was born in 1819, Ier
father was the Duke of Kent. He used
to ltke to hold his baby Princess in his
armsg and say, * Look at her well! She
will yet be the Queen of England.” But
she did not know that she was to be
Queen of England till she was twelve
years old. Then she was told ; and -
what do you think she sald flrst? “1
will be good,” she said.

Her father died while she was a baby,
s0 her motheir had to train the future
Queen of England alone. The little
Princess wore plain cotton and woollen
gowns, and plain hats, stout shoes and
water-proof garments when {t raized, for
she spent much time out-of-doors, so she *
might grow up strong and bealthy.

She ate her bread and milk and fruit
for breakfast, studied with her mother
in the forenoon, rode out in the after-
noon, dined, even when she was a big
girl.  She was just as fond of a romp-
ing play as any little giri, but she
studied hard, too.

Queen Victoria is a fine musliclan, and
she learned to play, as every girl has to,
by constant practice.

THE BONNY ENGLISH ROSE.

| That is what the English called the
il’r:ncess Victoria as she grew up Into
girlhood. The Bonny English Rose was
' eighteen wken, at the death of Willlam
, 1V., she became Queen.
Immediately after the death of her
 uncle, Willlam IV., the Archbishop of
. Canterbury and the Lord Chamberlain
. hastened to Kensington Palace, where
the Princess and her mother lived. They
knocked a long time at the gate before
they could wake the porter, for it was,
vet early dawn. 1
The Princess, too, had to ne wakened
out of a sound sleep to be told that she ,
| was now Queen of England. She came
to meet these two messengers, with a .

, Shawl thrown over her nightdress, her
fecet f{n slippers, and her {fair halr
tumbling over her shoulders.

The first words she spoke as they
hajled her Queen, were to the Arch- |
bishop, t

“I beg your Grace to pray for me,” .
she sald; and the good Archbishop did -

y Pray for the young ruler of England. !

A few hours after came the great .

i officers of State and Church to kneel and |

; kiss her har., and to swear zllegiance. i

| Very shortly after, Victoria went to 1

y llve at Buckingham Palace, the London ,

home of the kings and queens of Eng- ;

land. But sho was not crowned til},

, more than a year after—June 28, 1538. t

On the morning of that day, tha great

. guns of the Tower and of the battery in

St. sames’ Park were fired early. About

y ten o'clock, the procession left Bucking-

,ham Palace for Westminster Abbey,
where the sovereigns of Eagland are al- |

The Queen rode in the |

state chariot, drawn by eig:t magnificent {

cream-coloured horses,
Everywhere, everywhere the people t

crowded—in the streets, lenking down |

from windows and balconies, the women

; waving handkerchiefs, the children drop-

| Ping flowers.

i In the nave of the Abbey, galleries had
; been raised for the spectators. These
were covered with crimson clotl, fringed |
with gold. On a platform, cuvercd with !

, Cloth of guld, stood the ** Chair of Hom- |

;nge." Near the altar stood the quaint ;

i old chair, called the * Coronation Chair,”

, in which all the sovercigus since Edward |

i 1. have been crowned. This chalr is of |

, 0ak, and under the seat is the famous

" Stonc of Scone,” which Edward I.,

. brought from Scotland. On this stone

, the kings of Sc -tland used to be crowned.

The noble lords and ladles were all

, ways crowned.

!thore. aad were gorgeously dressed.

Says Grace QGreenwood, * Prince Eater-
hazy especially looked as thovgh he had
been snowed upon by pearls and ralned
upon by diamonds, go dazritng were his
Jewels.”

The Queen came {n near the centre of
the procession. She wore a crimson
velvet robe, trimmed with ermire and
¥old Ilace, and eight noble young ladies
carried her immense train.

As the procession entered the Abhey,
the cholr and orchestra played * God
Save the Queen!” and the poople shouted.

‘The little cholr boys, in their white
robes, chanted Vivat Victorla Regina'!
(Long llve Queen Victoria )

The Archbishop of Canterbur sald, In
a loud vofco, “1 here present unto you

Queen Victoria, the undoubted Queen of ;

this realm, wherefore all you who areo

come this day to your homage, are you 7

willtng to do the sams ?"

Then all the people sheouted, * God
save Queen Victoria ! the drums beat,
and the trumpeters away up aloft in the
Abbey sounded their trumpets. This
was repeated at the north, west and
south sldos of the theatre.

‘'he Archbishop of Canterbury crowned
ithe Queen. The {nstant the crown
touched her head, all the Peers and Peer-
esses who had been holding their coron-
ets in thelr hands, crowned thcmselves,
and shouted, * God save the Queen!”
And again the drums beat, the trumpets
sounded, and a signal being given, the
great guns of the Tower and of the bat-
tery in St. James’ Park wero fired.

After more singing and other cere-
monies, the Queen was seated in the
Chair of Homage. The Dukes and Peers,
one by one, knelt, touched his coronet
to tho Queen’s crown, and kissed her
hand. The final ceremonies were long
and tedious, and no doubt the young
Queen was glad when they were all over,
and she changed her crimson velvet robe
for a purple one, and went home wearing
her crown.

\WWhen she got home to Buckingham
Palace, she heard her pet spanlel barking
a Jjoyous welcome on the staircase.
* There's Dash ! she cried out, and was
in a great hurry to get off her crown and
her purple velvet robe, and give Dash
his bath. For the Queen is very fond
of animals, especially of dogs and horses.

HOW MR. BELL-SMITH SEETCHED
THE QUEEN.

The distinguished honour of painting
the portrait of England’s Queen direct
from life is one that has been accorded
to very few of even the greatest European
portrait painters, and until Mr. Bell-
Smith, of Toronto, obtained that hon-
our, no artist from this side of the At-
lantic has ever done so. His experience
in the Queen's presence s best told in
his own words.

**The first intimation I received of the
approach of her Majesty was the ar-
nouncement by the Court Usher: °‘ The
Queen s coming,’ which message having
been given he immediately left the room.
A moment or twe later I heard a voice
some distunce away down a long corri-
dor. It was loud and clear, with a ring-
ing, far-reaching tone ; not an old volce,
but one that might have belonged to a
yotung woman. At first 1 did not realize
whose volce it was, but it soon dawned
upon me that no one but the Queen
would presume to speak in such a loud
voice so near to the royal private apart-
ments. Her first act on entering was
to say : ‘I am sorry to have kept you
walting.’ An act of graciousness that
was not Jost upon me; and in justice to
the Queen, who is noted for Ler punc-
tuality, it may be well to state that the
fow minutes delay was caused by the
unexpected errival of the Duchess of
Cobourg. The Queen was supported by
an Indlan (fiindu) attendant, and also
held a stick, but her step was so quick
and apparently elastic that the support
she received seemed hardly necessary.
As soon as she was seated, the Queen
asked me to place her in exactly the

| pose I wanted, and that being done, she
kept it like a Parislan model, only once |
or twice turning to look a. or speak to |

me during the whole of tho sitting.

* While we were thus engaged, the
Princess Beatrice chatted with her
mother, relating the pranks and antics
of the royal grandchildren in the palace,
and helping in this manner very materi-
ally to while away the hour. To me the
interest which the Queen took {n these
stories of childish mirth and innocence
was a revelation, and I could scarceiy
beliove that 2 woman in suck an exalted
position and burdened to such an extent
as she is with the cares and anxiettes
attending the government of a great and
, worid-wide empire, cmbracing, as it does,
, all sorts and conditons of prople, whose
, sndividual interests have (o be studied,
could become g0 2dbsorbed fn matters re-

THE QUEEN.

Iating to a child’s enfoyment. The in-
cident afforded me an insight into the
home-life of the Queen, of which we
have always heard so much but seen so
little.

“At the end of the sitting the Princess
louise conveyed my sketch to her Ma-
Jesty, who ecritically ingpected {t, and
complimented me upen the result. She
alluded to the warm place which her
Canadian subjects held in her heart and
affections, and expressed her gratitude
that sho had been of some service to
them in their effort to perpetuate one
of the most tragic events in their history.

“She then withdrew as quieily and
unobtrusively as she had entered, and
shortly afterwards 1 left the castle for
my hotel. Other sittings had been ar-
ranged for, but, owing te a sudden and
dangerous {illness which overtook me,
they had t> be cancelled, During my
{llness the Jueen personally wrote to me
and inquf ed concerning my condition.”

JUNIOR EPWORTH LEAGUE.
PRAYSR-MEETING TOPIC.
MAY 30, 1897.

David’s flight from Jerusalem.—2 Sam.
15, 13-18.

THE TROUBLE.

Verse 13. Absalom was a wicked
young man. His conduct in this in-
stance had not 2 single redeeming fea-
ture. Hls professed sympathy for the
people was a delusion. His object was
to gain ascendancy, and he could only do
50 by lifting up his hand against his
father. Those who took his part and
Joined in the conspiracy were lke Rim
in their disloyalty to the king. As
Absalom was the chief person who led
the rebellion, he was most to blame.
Think of his conduct. A son trying to
overturn his father's throne. He thus
set the law of God at defiance. How
could he expect to succeed when he was
acting such a flagrantly wicked part to-
wards his father. Remomber that to
honour father and mather is the first
commandment with promise.

THE PARENT'S  'KROW

Verse 14, Self-preservation con-
strained David to seek a place of
security. He knew that those who had
taken up arms would be uiterly reckless
it a conflict took place. How must his
heart have felt as he made his escape
{rom tbe presence of his own son ?
None know the sorrows of a parent but
thoso who have been parents. Alas!
while we trust there are only few who
would act to their parexts as Absalom
did, there are very many who * despise
their parents’ counsel, and will not
hearken to their reproof”  They are
bringing down the gray hairs of thelr
parents with sorrow to the grave. Are
any of our readers guilty of such a
crime ? Remember you can never de
for your parents what they have dene
for you, and the least return vou cam
make them for all their ki~dness is to
manifest gratitude. Obey them. Do
your utmost to make them happy.

BOME FAITHFUL AMONG THE FAITHLESS.

: Versé 16. Theso servants of the king
{ understood their duty, and were resolved
; o perform it. Ther were willing to
i risk their lives for the sake of their
{ Iord. In thus acting they were doing
t that which was right. The command is,
{ * Servants, obey your masters.” There
1 are certain duties peculiar to every sta-
| tion, and whetever station we fill, our
 duty is to do that which is lawfnl and
1 right.  We are not to be men-pleasers,
| Or eye-servants, but in all things we are
to do right,

L R A PSRN




PLEASANT HOURS.

83

The Queen's Birthday.

The following song has been written
and set to music by Mr. F. H. Torrington,
Toronto :

Old England calls upon her sons

‘To honour England's Queen ;

Her sons respond, and daughters, too,

To keep her mem'ry green.

With loyal hearts and ready hands

The Empire’s children stand
Prepared to do, prepared to die,

For Queen and native land.

For fifty years our country’s flag,
Hath borne o'er earth and main,
The name of Empress, Queen beloved,
With nelther spot nor stajn.

Long may it bear Victoria’s name,
Long o’cr us may sho reign,

And for our Empire, broad and grund,
May she new honour gain.

Upon our Queen—our country—flag,
God's blessing ever rest,

With peace and plenty everywhere
Her people’s homes be blest.

God save the Queen, her people pray
From hearts sincere and free,

Uvod save our loved Victoria,
And crown her Jubilea.

Chorus—
Victoria ! our Queen beloved
With loyAal heart and hand,
Thy Coloniles and Fatherland
United by thee stand.

SCENES IN THE LITE OF QUEEN
VICTORIA.

THE EARLY TRAINING OF OUR QUEEN.

From the days when the infant daugh-
ter of Ernest, Duke of Kent, was dandled
in her father's arms, with the proud
parental cry : “Look at her well ; she
wil] yet be Queen of England !"” her noble
German mother seems to have cherished
the idea of forming in her child, by care-
ful training and restrainlog, under the
Divine blessing, such a character as
might pass unrebuked before her peoplo, |
even in the * flerce light that beats upon |
a throne.”

She was kept with jealous care from
the evil influences of a corrupt court,
and brought up, as only too small a pro-
portion of her subjects have been, in
habits of simplicity, obedience, frugality,

and piety.

The following story shows that she!
was early made to bear the * discipline
of consequences” : ‘* The Princess had .
her allowance, and was expected to make |
it suffice and never to overrun it. Once,'
at the bazaar at Tunbridge Wells, she
had expended 211 her pocket-money in a i
number of presents for various relations
and friends, when she remembered an-!
other <ousin, and saw a box marked
haif-s-crown, which would be just the:
thing for him. The bazaar people:
wished to enclose it with the other ar-:
ticles purchased. RBut the governess
sald: *No! You see the Princess has
not the money, and so, of course, ghe
cannot buy the box.’ The offer was then :
made to lay it aside till purchased, and:
the Princess tbankfully assented. As
soon as quarter-day came, down she
came to the bazaar on her donkey, be-
fore seven o‘'clock jn the morning, and
carried the box away with her.”

The young Princess was Kkept—not-
withstanding her child-like wenderment ¢
at the little attentions paid to her and ¢
not to her slster—in ignorance of her:
nearness to the throne untfl she had:
reached the age of twelve. Her com-t
ment, when the mutter was explalined to ¢
her, shows that her reflective powers:
were quite beyond her years: * Now,
many a child,” said tne young Princess, °
*would boast; dbut they don't know the
difficulty. There Is much splendour, i
but there is much responsibility.” .

We pass over the six happy years of
free, open-air life, spent, for the most '
part, in secluslon, until the death of her
royal uncle placed Victoria on the:
throne.

THE 3MAIDEN QUEEN.

Most of us have read Miss Wynn's
pleasant story of the manner in which, .
after much ringing and knocking at the
gates of Kensington Palace, and many
remonstrances on the part of the malid, ,
who was reluctant to disturb the sweet |
sleep of her mistress, the Archbishop of
Canterbury and the Lord Chamberlain
obtajned access to her bfajesty In the
early dawn of merning; and how, “stand-
ing in a loose, white night-gown and,
stawl, her night-cap thrown oft and her,
hair flowing upon her shoulders, her feet ,
in slippers, tears in her eyes, hut per-
fectly collected and dignified,” the young
Queen opened her lips for the first time
in her new character, saying slmply to
the Archbishop. I beg your Grace to,
pray for me® Then all three knelt |
down together. And thus the reign cf

Quoen Victorla was {naugurated by a
prayer-mecting ! Surely a fitting bdo-
ginning for ffty years of blessing !

The delleacy of feellng in which she
had been trained is strikingly 1llustrated
by her gontle refusal to obsorve the pro-
priety of addreasing her letter of con-
dolenco to tho late Queen—to her Ma-
Jesty the Queen Dowager, instead of to
her Majesty the Queen. “1 will not be
the first,” sald Victoria, * to remind her
of her altered position.”

The touching incidont of her procla-
matlon, when the young Queen, over-
como by thoe enthusiasm of her subjects
and the novelty of her situstion, fell
weeping on her mother’s neck. lias beon
;axqulsltely immortalized by Mrs. Brown-
ng :

* God bless thee, weeping Queen,

With blessings more diviae,

And il with better love than earth
That tender hoart of thine;

That when tho thrones of earth shall bo
As low as graves brought down,

A plerced Hand may give to thee

The crown which angels shout to see,

Thou wilt not weep

To wear that heavenly crown.”

Victoria was soon to find a helpmeet
in the cares of State; but, during the
briet period of her life as Malden Queen,
she gave evidenco of great declision of
character and firmness of principle,
coupled with a most earnest desiro to
understand the duties ¢? her high posi-
tion.

“It {8 clear,” says Dr. Arnold, “that
those matters in which it is our duty to
act, it is also our duty to study.” Act-
ing on this principle. the young Queen
was each morning in consultation with
her ministers, and was soon initiated {n-
to the details of State affairs.

THE ROYAL WIVE AND MOTHER.

The Queen’s marriage with her cousin,
Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg, took
place on February 10th, 1840. It is well
known that love dictated and ruled the
unfon of the royal pair. * Father,
brother, friends, country,” writes her
Majesty, with that simplicity and ab-
sence of assumption which charms the
hearts of her people; “all has he left,
and all for ma. What I8 in my power
to make him happy I will do.”

*“Her dajesty’s tender regard for iier
husband made her very sensitive to the
unjust aspersions to which he was oc-
casionally subject, and correspondingly
delighted when his merits were duly ap-
preciated. Every true wife will appre-
clate the Queen's letter to Lord John
Russell, when he had expressed himselt
very warmly concerning the Prince Con-
sort’'s speech on the Jubilee cf the So-
clety for the Propagation of the Gospel,
in 1861 :

“ The Queen felt sure that the Prince
would say the right thing, from her en-
tire confidence in his great tact and
judgment. The Queen, at the risk of
not appearing sufficlently modest—and
yet, why should a wife ever bs modest
about her husband‘'s merits ?—must say
that she thinks Lord John Russell will
admit now that the Prince is possessed
of very extraordinary powers of mind
and heart. She feels so proud of being
his wife, that she cannot refratn from
herself paying a tribute to his noble
character.”

Her Majesty’s sacrifice of personal feel-
ings in laying before her people s0 many
of the sacred details of her family life,
renders it superfluous for us to do more
than refer to the pages of her published
journals in proof of the fact that her
own mother’s lessons wera thoroughly
carried out fu the royal nursery. As
they grew older, her Majesty’s children
learned—by unconscious imitation of
their mother—to take the warmest and

| most sympathetic interest in the lives of

the poor.

One specimen must suffice. “ I walked
out with the two girls,” writes her Ma-
Jesty, in her Highiand Journal; “stopped
at the shop, and made some purchases
for poor people and others. Really the
affection of these poor pecple, who are
so hearty and happy to see you taking
an Interest in everything, i{s very touch-
ing and gratifying.”

THE WIDOWED QUEEN.

Many of our readers remembe, that
terrible December aight, when the light
of the royal home was quenched. Even
in that “ first lone hour of widowhood,”
the Queen writes: ““I can see the mercy
and love which are mingled with my
trial.” “The was much affected by the
present o. & richly-bound 3ible—an offer-
ing from “many wicows of England.”
In that graceful, sympathetic style which
s pecullarly her own, the Queen wrote
her thanks to her kind sister-widows,
gratetully acknowledging ¢ the consola-
tions of God,” adding, “ that our heaven-
1y Father may impart to many widows

those sourcus of consolation and support,
is their broken-hecarted Queen’s earneat
prayer.”

In the many sorrows which heve falien
upon the Quecen since the sunshine of her
lifo wan shadowed by that first terrible
storm-cloud, her Majesty has always re-
sponded sensitively to the touch of sym-
pathy, though since that sad event her
public appearances have been cowmpara-
tively rare. Sho has never been care-
less of her people’s love. Wken the
nation watched with lher jn trembling
hopo round tho sick-bed of her first-
born, and rejoliced with her on his mar-
vellous restoration in answer to prayor,
her Majesty was deeply toucheii; not less
80 when that fated December day do-
prived her of the daughter who had beon
her husband's chosen companion, and
hence specially dear to herself—the
lamented Princess Alice; nor yot again,
when tho son, who, more than his
brothors, seemed to inherit his father's
literary tastes, was stricken dow.

In all her sorrows—and in all thelr
gorrows—ever tho first to send a sym-
pathotic messago {n any national calam-
ity, our widowed Queen has ‘" dweit
among her people.”

No empty acclamations greet her
jubllee, Lut heartfelt gratitude to God
rises froin the nation, as with one volce,
that he has so0 long spared to it a Queen
whom it can love anu reverence without
stint. Her name {s worthlly linked with
that of her noble husband, who did so
much for kia adopted country.

THE PRINCE OF WALES AND
SUNDAY.

It may bo of interest to know how the
Prince of Weles, the heir to tho British
throne, observes the Sabbath day. The
London Quiver, In a reccont Issue, has an
article upon this matter which shows
how strictly he an¢ his household observe
the sacred day. We make some qQuota-
tions :

When in thelr country home they are
seven miles from a town ; and although
therc is a station some two mliles away,
it is closed on Sunday, and no train
whatever runs on that day.
{8 that the church which he and hi=
houschold attend s kept clear of visitors
.prompted by curlosity. The men em-
ployed on the estate have the entire
day's rest secured to them. In fact no
unnecessary work, in any shape or way,
is performed in any part of the Prince's
domain.
(his town house) is also gpent in com-
parative quictude. Divine service Is at-
tended in the morning by their Royal
Highnesses, and after luncheon the Prin-
cess and her daughters often attend one
of the West End churches to hear some
popular preacher, or to be presest at a
children’s service, such services being
much enjoyed by her Royal Highaess.
Beyond this, kowever, the royal family
are, of necessity, compelled to pass the
majority of their London Sundays eithor
in the house or i{n the very beautiful
grounds about it When the Prince
goes to Parls he always makes it a rule
on Sundays to attend the English church
near the Embassy.

THE QUEEN'S WALKING-8TICK.

The walking-stick which Queen Viec-
toria has found it necessary to use dur-
ing the last few years {8 a staff of swout
British oak, originally made for and pre-
sented to Charles II. by a loyal citizen
of Worcester. When the Queen first
used it, it only had a plain gold top, but
in after years she required something to

her better, so there was added a queer
little Indian idol which formed part of
the booty of Seringapatam.

In the lobby of the British House ot

been a poor boy who cleaned btoots, the
i noble Joseph Eretherton replied: “1It 18
| true; and, my lords and gentlemen, it is
| also true that [ cleaned them well " In

'Commons, when joered because he had .

The result i

Sunday at Mariborough House |

give her a firmer “ grip ™ and to .upport .

revealing the disposition of God, did not .
Christ learn to make doors and butid .

wealls 2 Every ncedful earthly trade is
ag glorious as the service rendered by
{ angels in heaven. To sweep a chimncey
| and to guide an empire are equally beau-
i tiful to God {f beautifully done. Igno-
1 bility arises only when the black-coated
1 profeselonal takes a mean advantage of

1 & fellow-creature or the shirt-siesved -

1 workman puts in rotten wood and hides
} it with deceptive paint

Reason Enough. *Mike, what makes
you talk so much ?* *“ Shure, an* I
coom by it nataral, sor.” * How's that?”
“ Falth, an’ wasn't me fayther an Oirish-
mszn, and me mothor a woman 7

1337-1897.

It was five o'clock on tho morning of
June 20, 1537, ten days after ber eight-
eonth birthday, that the Princeas Vie-
toria was roused from her alumbers to
recelvo the anuouncement that the bur-
then of the great reaponsibilities for
which she had been so carcfully trained
had at length fullen upon her young
shoulders  The manner of her recop-
tion of that news and the impreasion
the acone made upon the minds of the
little gathering at IKensington Palace
on that early June morning have been
often told in stirring words by men who
were spared to realize the strength of
character, the quict earnestness and tho
capacity for administration which under-
lay the artless innocence nand modost
manner of the young Queen.

By tho time of her formal coronation,
on 2%th June, 1838, she had mastered
the cumbrous detalls ot court ctiquette
and, desplte her slight stature, acquired
that dignity of deportment and royal
bearing which hns been the admiration
of Indian potentates and the envy of
Luropean courts. and has rendered itsolf
ospecinlly remarkable at those numer-
ous officlal functlons and ceramonials
which it {8 one of the penalties of her
position to hold.

How fortunate the young Queen was
fn her choice of & partner who was not
only a good man and a loving husband.
but a cultured schoinr and swise coun-
ctilor, tho nation at Iarge only knew,
alas, too Iate; but it must have bLeen
ono of the most solld consolations on
that sad 14th of Docember, 1861. for the
young widow of forty-two to realize that
the man whom she had dellghted to hon-
our had made his mark and was held
in increasingly high eateem by the men of
his time who were inost ~olobrated for
nobility of character, fertllity of genius
and breadth of statesmanship.

Her loss was indeed a double loss
dooming her tn truthfn) phrase to a posi-
tion of * splondid isolation,” for com-
solations and friendly counsels which
could be enjoved by the euhfect, custom
and etlquette denied to the roverelgn
and that persona! likes and dislikes must
not ho indrlged In by the head of a con-
stitutional government, the Queen hadt
had early proof by the intrigues of Whig
and Tory ministers and ex-ministers in
connection with what has passed down
to history, 2s the great Bedchamber plot

It {8 interesting to recall the striking
features of the long Georgian reign—
1760-1820 -and contrast the large part
the pomp and clrcumstance of war
played in that period ns compared with
the Victorfan age, in which tke gohiove-
ments of sclence will most occupy the
pages of history.

The reign of George TV cpened almusr
with the Pecace of Paris, which, on the
10th of February, 1768, socured Canada
to British rule. But from 177 to 1818
a struggle for very cxistence went on
and stirring scenes were witnessed and
daring deeds done by land and sea whieh
will ever be glorious meamories, with the
gad exception of the blundering and im
potent statesmanship which brough!
about the separation of the American
colonles from the Ifother Country. under
circumstances which left 8o many sceds
of bitterness bohind—bitterness, howevar,
which in the Mother Country itsell has
now wholly passed away. The days
whben Pitt, Chatham, Fox and Burke
were the shining lights of the political
world seem far more remote than they
really are, and the effert whirh the vie
tortes of Howe, Rotney, N=lsnn and Wel
lington had towards es'ahifshing the
commercial supremary of the empire fs
seldom appreclated by this later genery
tion, and it is only the very few whn
think of the political problems which be
gan to be solved durlng the reign of the
greatest of the Georges

We can scarcely credit that the stage
coach was the ordinary mode of inlanA
communication when our Queen was one¢
of her teens, that thc only romrmunica

" tion between the ol world and the new

was carried on at {rregular intervals an'
under most uncomfortable conditions
with a degree of legitimate apprehersion
which we now ae jua'ly ridicule bat *h!
is not the placo to review the vast
changes in soclal and political life which
have followed and are still secthing as
a result of the working of mighty in
tellects during the Vict:r'an relgn

Had the Queen taker. !fe less serinualy
and bdecn conient . art as the mere
figure-head of the demourralic monar i
which tas sncceeded the monarchical
oligarchy of her long Yved un:le, the
tistory of Erglanl atd the Empirc
would have afforded no pleazant read-
ing. Probably not till this gzneration
has passed away W.. the ceo,dence sceo
the Lght of day which can .ncudtro-
vertibly prove a.l tuat her .uflyence haa

, eftected for the causo of peace daring the

lagt forty years.



84

PLEASANT

HOURS.

. -

Oapadian National Anthem.

Canada, Canada, pride of the North!
Thrice honoured Canada, gem of the
Karth !
Freemen and Brothers, we
Pledge heart and hand to thee,
Canada, Canada, Iand of our birth !

God o{ nll| power and grace, smile on our
and ;
Pour thou upan her the gifts of thy
hand ;
long may her people he
loyal and brave and free,
And for the right and thee vallantly
stand,

Be our defence in each threatening hour,
Shield us from pestilence, famine, and
war ;
Treason confound. and when
Juntly wo strive with men,

|
God of our fathers. then for us declare !

tve to each tolling hand constant in
crease ;
Rich boe our land with the fruitage of
peace ;
Send us guod laws, and bLless
Pulpit and sehool and hress,
That truth and rightcousness may never
cease.

Long may thy glory on Britain be seon,
Long live Victoria, Britain 8 great Queen,
»3gznd her victorlous,
Happy and glorious
long to relgn over us, God save the
Queen !"

HOMAGE TO TEE QUEEN.

In The Forum for February, Sir Edwin
Arnold writes an cxcellent article on
« yictorla, Queen and Empress,” in vhich
he rapldly skelches some of the marve!
lous results which have been achieved
under the reign of our great Queen.
8ay8 :

“The heart of gold, the wiil of iron,
the royal temper of steel, the pride, the
patriotism, and the deep plety of Victoria
have been enshrined in a small but
vigorous frame, the mignuvnne aspect of
which espectally strikes those who be-

hold her for the first time in these her

‘chatr-days.” It was reported how,
when Prince Albert was dying, he roused
himself from a perlod of wandering to
turn with ineffable love to his spouse
and soverelgn, saying to her, with & kiss,
< Good little wite ' And when the Prince
Consort was actually passing away, after
those twenty-one years of wedded happi-
ness, it was told how the Queen bent
over him and whispered, * It is your Iittle
wife, at which last words the Angel of

Death stayed his hand while once again

the dear eyes opened and the dying lps
smiled. But though this be so, no one

who has been honoured by near ap-.
proach to her Majesty, or hes ever tarried |
fn her presence, will fail to testify to the .
extreme majesty of ber bearing, mingled ,
always with the most perfect grace and ,

gentleness.  Her volce has, moreover,
always been pleasant and musical to
hear, and is 8o now.
holds the sceptre of the seas is the softest
that can be touched; the eyes which have
growvn dim with labours of state for
England, and with too frequent tears,
are the kindest that can be scen.”

BUCKINGHAM PALACE.

Buckingham Palace, the London resi-

dence of Queen Victoria, faces the west
end of St. James'
Park. It was bullt
by George IV, and
consists of a quad-
rangula* “range of
butidings The east-
ern  front, shown In
the engraving. is
loftier than the rest.
and gives to the wholt
a very palatial sppar-
ance. This palace con-
tatne fo immenge
picture gallery, in
which are some fa-
mous pa‘ntings. The
Queen  resides  there
severnl months ecvery
year, though her fav-
ourite residence s
Osborne House in the
Isle of Wight.

Hans had climbed to
into the cherry-tree to
gathoer cherries. Mean-
time a storm came on,
and the father called
out to the lad: “Come
down, Hans; it is be-
ginning to thunder.”
*“‘There's no necd,
father,”” shouted tho
boy; “I can hear it
whers I am."

He '

The hand which .

e . o
oo
.

A LETIER OF THE QUEEN'S

* Windsor Castle, Oct. 15, 1839.

“ My Dearest Uncle,—This letter wili,
I am suve, give you pleasure, for you
have always shown uand taken so warm
an interest in all that concerns me My
mind Is quite made up, and I tcld Albert
this morning of it. The warm affection
he showed me gave me much pleasure.
He seems perfection, and I think I have
the prospect of very great happiness be-
fore me I love him more than I can
say, and shall do everything in my
, power to render this sacrifice (for such
in my opinion it is), as small as I can.
fHe seems to have great tact, a very
' necessary thing in his position. These
I last few days have passed like a dream
' to me, and 1 am so much bewildered by
! it all that I know hardly how to write;
‘ but I do feel very happy. . . . Lord
)

Melbourne has acted in this business, as
he has always done toward me, with the
greatest kindness ard affection. We also
think it better, and Albert quite approves
, of it, that we should be married very

THE QUEEN AT HER CORONATION.

soon after Parlinment meets, about the
beginning of February.

* Ever, dearest uncle, your devoted
niece, “V.R.”
—From Mr Castell Bopkins' “ Life and

Reign of Queen Victoria.”

LESSON NOTES.

————

SECOND QUARTER.
STUDIES IN THE ACTS AND XPISTLES.

LESSON IX.--MAY 30.
CHRISTIAN FAITH LEADS TO GOOD
WORKS.

James 2. 14-23. Memory verses, 14-17.
GOLDEN TEXT.

X will show theec my faith by my
works.—James 2, 18.
OUTLINE.

1. A False Faith, v. 14-20,
2. A True Faith, v. 21-23.

BUCKINGHAM PALACE. et

| é;,z.mgGood Stdry_

Time.~Writter probably in A.D. 44
or 46.

Place.~Written from Jerusalem.

HOME READINGS.,

M. Christlan falth and good works.—
James 2, 14-23.

Henring and doing.—James 1. 19-27.
Abraham’s obedience.~Heb. 11. 13-19,
Th. Known by its fruits.—Matt. 7. 16-23.
F. Meet for uso.—2 Tim. 2. 14-21,

S. Good and profitabie.—Titus 3. 1-8.
Su. Called to virtue.—2 Peter 1. 1-11.

QUESTIONS FOR HOMI STUDY.

1. A False Feith, v. 14-20.

What questions arc asked in verse 14 ?

What {8 the meaning of works ?

What is sald of faith and works in
Eph. 2. 8-10?

What illustration is given in verse 15 ?

\When is faith dead ?

Can there be true faith without works?

What does Christ say in Matt, 7, 20 ?

How may a true faith be shown ?

To what degree may even devils be-
Heve ?

Did evil spirits ever bear witness to
Christ ? Matt. 8, 28, 29,

Was theirs a true faith ?

To what will living faith lead us ?
2, A Truc Faith, v. 21-23.

How did Abraham show his faith ?

Whuat led Abraham tg offer up his son ?
Heb. 11, 17,

What promige did he receive ?
22, 16, 117.

How was his faith made perfect ?

\What name was given to Abraham ?
And why ? .

How may we be friends of Christ ?
John 15, 14.

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

Where in this lesson are we taught—

1. That faith without works is useless ?

2, That works are of_ value only as
fruits of faith ?

Tu.
\'A

Gen,

THE QUEEN'S FAMILY NAME.

A friend the other day asked me if I
knew Queen Victoria's family name. I
thought a moment, and ..nswered, * Why,
Guelph, of course” ** Oh, no,” answered
my friend, “not at all. While the mem-
bers of Queen Victoria’s family are of
Guelph descent, her Majesty's marriage
with Prince Albert would give her his
surname, as is usual in such cases. And
what was the fumily name of the Prince
Consort ?° I had to confess that I did
not know. “Waell,” said my friend,
*you are excusable for not knowing, 1
suppose, siuce only a short time ago the
same Quesiion was asked at a dinmner
party in London attended by a number
of personages of rank, some of whom
were very near royaity, and not a soul
of themn could answer {t, éxcept the pro-
pounder oi the question. The name in
question {8 Wettin, and the Dominion of
Saxony came to this family in 1420.
Therefore, without her crown and kiag-
dom, Queen Victoria would be simply
Mrs, Wettin.”
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