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JUINE, 1881. No. 2.

THE SABBATH: ITS CHARACTER AND CLAIMS.

“Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.” Such was the utterance
i the Holy One, amid the “thunders and lightnings” of Sinai. Such

..“% unchanging law of the Etel’na.l to every human being still, and
) be, until the angel shall “set his right foot upon the sea, and his
eeft foot upon the earth, and swear by Him that liveth for ever and
VeI that there shall be time no longer.”

e law relating to the Sabbath occupies a central position in the de-
?1°gu6~between the first and second tables. This position is sugges-
t“’e of the relation that the Sabbath sustains to both classes of precepts ;
<26 the whole nioral code, to a large extent, hangs upon it, and derives
ine and authority fromn it. The Sabbath is a powerful auxiliary to virtue
N all its other departments. By a people’s regard for that institution
Wﬁy e measured their practical regard for « wha,tsoevex: things are true,
th_a.tsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever

'ngs are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of
har leport.”  Hence a distinguished writer says:—¢ History shows
ha& nations which have been strict 1n the observance of the Sabbath
a Ve had the purest morals.” President Robinson, of thc United States
tlsli?"tsi “In our own land, wherever the Sabbath is misused, our insti-

ons are recognized as in peril.” Another distinguished jurist has

Cclareq ; «Jf the Sabbath laws be neglected or despised, the laws of
edr,?()n and property will soon share their fate, and be equally disregard-
w}; hey are the true conservatives of the rights both of God and man

IO Stand up for a better observance of the Sabbath.

W, tis one of the many heresies of the present day, that the Sabbath

8 exelusively a Jewish ordinance—that it was peculiar to the Jewish
abrn°nly~and that, like the other rites of the ceremonial law, it was
Pe 9Rated, as a religious institution, at the setting up of the Gospel dis-
£ Dsation, Such a theory is contrary to scripture, reason, and historic

The Salibath was not an ordinance peculiar to the Jewish people.
% Was instituted at the creation of the world when “ God blessed the

Venth day and sanctified it, because that in it he had rested from all

Work which GGod created and made.” The first morning that dawn-
,1%‘]11POIX the father of our race was & Sabbath morning. It is true that
five g is said about the Sabbath during the long space of two thousand
n hungpeq years from the creation until Israel’s sojourn in the wilder-
they . But that silence no more proves that it was not observed during
Cig;, 'me, than the silence of scripture concerning the practice of circum-
B ;:‘ om the entrance of Israel into Cangan till t:he birth of John the
‘ Perioift’ pProves that t}.xere was no case o_f circumeision during that long

ey e ceremonial law was not instituted when the manna was
0, and vet the Sabbath was then mentioned as an institution already
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known : “To-morrow is the rest of the holy Sabbath unto the Lord.” It »
evident from such language that the Sabbath was not a new institutio®
Had it been so, Moses would certainly have given the people some info”
mation regarding its design, responsibilities and duties, whereas he simp
reminds them of it as the reason of the command to gather a doub
quantity of manna on the preceding day. The word « Remember,” W
which the precept begins, would seem to imply a previcus knowledge 0
the Sabbath and of its observance. ‘It is probable,” says ajudiclou_
writer, “that it had heen much neglected in Egypt; and as the Ist5@ o
ites were in a state of slavery, it is not likely that they would be permlt-t
by their cruel task-masters to desist from work one day in seve”
Through the necessity of their circumstances, and their own indifferenc®
the observance of it might have been in a great measurc suspended, 87
this may be the reason why it was inculcated anew, and their attenti
was so particularly called to it: “ Remember the Sabbath-day, to keﬁt
it holy.” The Sabbath is not Jewish, ceremonial, and temporary,
moral, universal, and permanent. It was not a law to the Jews, a7
abrogated with their other Levitical institutions, but also a law to Cb* o
tians, to continue in the full force of its obligation until the end of W‘h
Such was the teaching of the Saviour when He declared : “The Sabb®
was made for man.” Not for the Jew to the exclusion of the Gentr‘::i
nor for the Gentile to the exclusion of the Jew, but for nian,—unive™ ¢
man,—man in every age, dispensation, and clime. And in the glOl"oui
millenial era, when the Lord shall be one, and his name one throughgsh
all the earth, it is promised that “from one Sabbath to another, all f
shall come to worship before me, saith the Lord.” i
That there is Divine authority for the change of the Sabbath, in CI
tian times, from the seventh day to the first, is established frowm vari0 o
sources of evidence. True, there is not a positive precept enjoining e
change, but there is the example of the Apostles, who were under
infallible guidance of the Holy Spirit, also the approved example of
early Church. The disciples beginning to assemble on the first day
the week, immediately after our Lord’s resurrection, and coutinuiﬂgd’y
do so after His ascension, and the pouring down of the Spirit on the
of Pentecost—the Redeemer frequently honouring them with His Pll
ence in their meetings on that day, prior to His departure—the disclef;d,
coming together at Troas on the first day of the week to break DY i
and Paul preaching to them—the direction of the apostle to the Clor1®
ians to lay by them in store on the first day of the week as the Lord B0
prospered them—from these and such like historic facts, we derive
inference that it was by Divine authority that the Old Testament Sfi"en
day was changed into the Christian first day of the week, « to contin® -
the end of the world, which is the Christian Sabbath.” Tt is stills hf:ne
ever, the seventl: day in this sense, that it is the seventh portion ©
that is consecrated to God, as in Jewish times, but designed to be %
morial of the finishing of an infinitely greater work than creatiols .~
that by which the incarnate Son of God—God manifest in the ﬂesihas‘,
i

4

“finished transgression, and made an end of sin, and brought in eve*
ing righteousness,” whereof God “hath given assurance unto all W™
that He hath raised Him from the dead.”
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t'AS the Sabbath is a Divine institution, so it is to be religiously observed.
18 not merely a day of rest from physical and mental toil, a day to re-
inberate the wearied energies of body and mind. It is a great religious
Wtitute, Tt is not a holiday in the ordinary sense of that term, but a
«J-day. The God of the Sabbath calls it, « my holy day,” and again,
b; e holy of the Lord.” God thus claims a special property in the Sab-
a8 His own institution, in the proper observance of which, He is
Noured, and the happiness of man secured, “If thou turn away thy
th t from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day ; and call
o Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable ; and shalt hon-
im, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor
l?pe”‘killg thine own words: then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord ;
:ﬁd T will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed
h:e with the heritage of Jacob thy father; for the mouth of the Lord
th spoken it.”

D the Lord’s day there must be an entirve cessation from all secular
::{ k. ‘When Nehemiah saw some “treading wine presses on the Sab-
% h, anq bringing in sheaves, and lading asses, as also wine, with grapes
o » and all manner of burdens, which they brought into Jerusalem
Ty the Sabbath day;” then, said he, “I contended with the nobles of

» and said unto them, What evil thing is this that ye do, and pro-
wn® the Sabbath day?” The Lord’s call by Jeremiah to His people was,
bﬁ:ge' heed to yourselves, and bear no burden on the Sabbath day, nor
of o5 It in by the gates of Jerusaleur. Neither carry forth a burden out

o houses on the Sabbath day, neither do ye any work; but hallow
S&I;‘ll,let Sabbath day, as I commanded your fathers.” ¢ Remember the
a

W, h day to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy
th:k: but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it

g, alt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy
iy - Tvant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor the stranger that
o v?thln thy gates.” Such is Sabbath law in all generations: In it thou
t ot do any work.

lut?wh a prohibitien is not to be understood, however, in its most abso-
Sense. There are secular works that are allowable on the Sabbath.
fgl,l?’ are commonly designated works of mnecessity and, mercy. By the
Droo T are intended those works which could not have been done on the
£°eeedmg day, or deferred till the day after. Travelling to and from the
‘IIZe of God—guarding our property When suddenly exposed to danger
Ope, five or storm—preparation and partaking of necessary food—such
Qo Tationg as we are impelled to by circumstances over which we have
& “ontrol are works of necessity, and, although they break in on the
rest of the Sabbath, are allowable on that day. By works of
»el-%iy are meant those that are done out of compassion to one’s fellow-
ing t}‘:“e& Visiting the sick, and ministering to their necessities—visit-
Creg, © fatherless and widows in their affliction—caring for the irrational
the h‘lres of which we have charge—these and such as these come under
I.q,.d,e”d of works of mercy, as well-as of necessity, and are lawful on the
‘%pt-a day. We have the authority of the Lord of the Sabbath for ex-
: h&vemgfl‘om its prohibitions such works of mercy : “ Which of you shall
Syt o ) 388 or an ox fallen into a pit, and will not straightway pull him
™ the Sabbath day ¥’ .

U gh
8e,
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The question is beginning to be seriously agitated by many Ch!'iStmnst_
Are funerals lawful on the Sabbath? The question is very imP"‘%g
Burying the dead is purely secular work. Conveying a dead body ¥ o
burying ground—depositing it in the grave, and covering it up, 18,
much secular work as sowing and reaping, and gathering the grain »
the garner. Itslawfulness, then, in any particular case, is wholly & qv
tion of necessity. Could the burial not be attended to on the precedlaf
day, or deferred till the day following, then it is lawful on the Sabb®:
But if, on the other hand, there be no absolute necessity for it o2 "
Lord’s day,—if there be no insuperable difficulty to hinder the burial of
some other day,—if it be appointed on that day simply as a mat»*gge,
convenience, or in conformity to custom, or in anticipation of a la onﬁl
gathering, then it is a violation of the holy Sabbath. The devot?
exercises in connexion with the burial can no more give it a 1‘91’glw

_character and make it harmonize with the design of the Sabbath, & ¢
prayers and exhortations in the hay field could make it morally o]
for the farmer to mow and cure his grass on the Lord’s day. A gﬂ"
valuable lesson, in regard to the respect that is to be shown to the ¥
bath, may be learned from the example of the holy women who follg o
the Redeemer to the cross, and saw Him die. Although they had “P3
pared sweet spices that they might come and anoint Him,” yet the ™.
bath was too sacred a day for even such an operation as that. The sg'eﬁ‘!
spices, though previously prepared, must remain unapplied; the .2
body of their loved Saviour and Master must remain unanointed ™
they might “rest the Sabbath day according to the commandment .
respect for “the day that the Lord hath made” constrained these le,;
women to leave their Saviour’s body unanocinted, till the Sabbath
past, is it not seemly that Christians now should leave their dead o
buried, that they may rest the Sabbath day “according to the
mandment.” 1

The Sabbath requires, moreover, an entire cessation from all WO o
recreations and pleasures, even such as are lawful on the other dsy?
the week. It is true that the Sabbath is preeminently a day of ple‘fsuﬁ
Commemorating the most joyful event that ever occurred in the
of the world, and typifying the rest that remains for the people of 7y,
it is intended to be a joyful day to the saints. “This is the day o
the Lord hath made; we will be glad and rejoice in it.” Waiting ‘:n‘-
God in the ordinances of His grace, their soul is satisfied as with
row and fatness and they “praise Him with joyful lips.” .. pob

The Sabbath, however, is not a day for carnal enjoyment. It ¥ 2
a day for recreation and merriment, any more than for secular bﬂs‘nﬂn
“Finding thine own pleasure” is no more allowed than “doing thin® ¢
ways.” ‘Complimentary visiting of friends is wholly foreign to the d wth?
of the Sabbath. And yet, alas! to what a melancholly extent % %
holy dey of the Lord ” secularized in this way! How many Treg® e
simply as a weekly holiday, and spend its sacred hours in worldly 9‘;‘#5"
ments, complimentary visiting of acquaintances, and gxcursions for %
recreation! How many professing Christians spend one portion % .gef
day in the formal devotions of the Sanctuary, and devote the re .,?‘?:ae-
to the pursuit of worldly pleasure? Such persons violate the SP‘nt’
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'?lggn’ and law of the Sabbath equally with those who devote it to  buy-
the Selling, and getting gain.” Let professing Christian people suffer
Word of exhortation on the subject The Sabbath is not the day for

Rive, O Secular intercourse with friends and neighbours. God has
gev:n *]3]12( days of the week for that and other secular purposes. The
ven

th He has authoritatively and graciously set apart for infinitely
ﬁtﬁ °t and nobler ends. To devote, therefore, any portion of that sacred
it © i}‘{iihe common intercourse and civilities of life, is to pervert it from
getonglllal design—it is to rob God of that time which He has specially
bo, Part for Himself—it is to treat With contempt one of God’s most
.ured institutions—and it is to exclude ourselves from that pure and
to ;:fylng enjoyment promised to those Who remember the Sabbath day
u,&teep it holy: “Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son of man
ke’ 12yeth hold on it ; that keepeth the Subbath from polluting it, and
th his hand from doing any evil.”
g © sanctification of the Sabbath, furthermore, requires an attendance
Wop. 2. Mstitutions of Divine worship. It is true that every day is to be a
ev:s pping day. From the closet and family altar there ought to ascend
p,.;y day the homage of grateful hearts, and the tribute of. prayer and
hmlfe Daily mercies should be acknowledged with daily thanksgivings.
day Y Decessities should be} acknowledged by daily prayer. “Every
for Will T bless Thee,” says the Psalmist, “and I will praise thy name
It isever and ever.” Still, the Sabbath is the great worshipping day.
Specially the day for public worship. “Ye shall keep my Sabbaths
Withreverence my Sanctuary,; 1 am the Lord.” <“Enter into His gates
¢ anksgiving, and into His courts with praise.” Attention to the
%r”flte duties of religion will not be accepted in lieu of Sanctuary
hqusZeS, except from those who are providentially excluded from the
bhou of God. According to the Mosaic law all oblations must be
%dght to the tabernacle of the congregation, and offered there. The
thyg of Tsrael would thus set his seal upon public worship, and teach
R0 amount of secret or domestic devotion could constitute a valid
the de f01'. its omission. “The Lord loveth the gates of Zion more than
iy w,enlngs of Jacob.” No amount of private observances can .be,
8}10“13"1)’ » accepted as a substitute for public worship. Every Christian
i Whi th_erefore, rejoice in the Sabbath, specially because it is the day
i R it is his privilege to come into God’s house in the multitude of
the Il)llercy‘ » and to worship toward His holy temple. “I was glad,” says
I‘Ord yalmist, «“when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the
Sentiy, “A day in thy courts is better than a thousand.” Such is the
gy, 0t of every pious heart, and such will be the prevailing senti-
Rati, - FOUghout the world in that “good time coming” when “many
the LI:)S Shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of
o *d, and to the house of the God of Jacob ; and He will teach us
- T8 ways and we will walk in His paths.”

“In holy duties, let the day,
In holy pleasures, pass away.
How sweet a Sabbath thus to spend,
In hope of one that ne’er shall end!”
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THE PULPIT.

THE ROYAL PRIEST.

.18
“ He shall sit and rule upon His throne; and He shall be a Priest upon His throne.”—Zech- VI

A throne is literally the seat of a king, and therefore the emble™ o
royalty. Solomon’s throne was made of ivory and gold ; it was six ste
high ; and had the same number of lions on each side of it ; so, “
there was none like it in any kingdom.” But a greater than Solom0?
here, and a greater than angels—“Of the angels he saith, Who makehe
his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire: but unto the SoB .
saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righte®;
ness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. Thou hast loved right-ousness 2
hated iniquity ; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee ¥ ol
the oil of gladness above thy fellows.” In the year that Uzziah ?_&e‘i
says the prophet, “I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and
up; and his train filled the temple.” And the Evangelist makes
scruple to add, “These things said Isaiah when he saw his glotY
spake of Aim. Iy

Yet, however sublime and unrivalled, it is Z4s throne. He has dea*
earned it, and He sees in it “the travail of his soul.” Because his 8
was made an offering for sin, He sees his seed, and prolongs his ds. i
and the pleasure of the Lord prospers in hishand. Because He humb
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the Cro’z,
God hath highly exalteth Him, and given Him a name above €V,
name. But this throne is %z, not only by Divine ordination, but by of
suffrage of his people. They are all made willing in the day of his po¥,! o
They all acknowledge with shame and sorrow, O Lord, other lords bes:,d,
thee have had dominion over us”; but they can all avow, ¢ Hencel®
by thee only will we make mention of thy name.”

“Jesus is worthy to receive
Honor and power divine ;
And blessings more than we can give,
Be, Lord, for ever thine.” o

Faith is our amen to God’s testimony, especially as it concern® ..
record that He hath given to us eternal life, and that this life is 1 "y
Son. It brings us into His views and designs, and by enabling % o
adopt them it makes them our own acts and deeds. Hence we ar¢ Wik
sidered as doing what He does: “The children of Judah and the Z&J’
dren of Israel shall be gathered together, and appoint them one
and they shall come up out of the land.” P

Many, if they ascend a throne, can hardly be said to “sit and ﬂbf
there. They are soon hurled from it by violence, or drop from ? 3
weakness. And if they continue a while on it, they have little ple®®
or repose. They are filled with cares and fears, and cannot do the **_ <.
that they would. The sovereign of 2 hundred and twenty-seven P.mg
inces labours hard till the going down of the sun to save his %";b,t
minister, but in spite of him Daniel is thrown into the lion’s den.
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:a:'retch is Ahab, who, though king of Israel, is sick, and can neither
fa: nor drink, hecause he cannot get a few feet of garden ground from a
« thfy] subject whose principle he ought to have admired! But Jesus
e all 5i¢ and »ile upon his throne.” This intimates successful govern-
% nt’, established dominion, continued possession, and full enjoyment.
811:11; $ glorious King will never be deposed ; .will never die. His enen;ies
£ ¢ be made his footstool. He has enemies, but he rules in the midst
op em. It comports with his plan to suffer ther.n'to continue and to
I“POSQ Him for a time ; but He has them in derlsxon,- and shall ulti-
M) speak to them in his wrath and vex them in his sore dis-

S8sure” ‘and “dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” He will
t}ll-) a4y his wisdom and power in frustrating their designs, and in making

®Ir efforts subserve his own purposes. The wrath of man shall praise
M, and the remainder of wrath He will restrain,
thipor ‘though his spiritual empire at present he limited, yet let two
ﬁnlngs be remembered—First, his real dominion is universal. He is not
of y tl}e “King of saints,” but also the “King of kings,” and the “King
an2tions.”  All creatures are his servants, from a worm to an arch-

v Not only are the treasures of grace his, but the elements of
th re, and all the dispensations of providence. “The Father loveth

. Son and hath given all things into his hand.” He has power given
Fa,it;;‘l over all flesh, that He should give eternal lifg to as many as the
Ay, del‘ hath given Him. Heis Head over all things to the (?hurch.
°°!lldt is was necessary; for unless all things were put under Him how
thig | He make them all work together for the good of his people? Yet
g 18 the case; and it will be a noble part of our future employment
hig Pleasure to trace the correspondences, and to acknowledge that all
%ways have been mercy and truth. Secondly, though at present his
heg tual kingdom be limited, and the subjects who obey Him from the
I"'lg comparatively few, it will not be always so, nor will it be so
'n()s{; He shall have “the heathen for his inheritance, and the utter-
frop, P2rts of the earth for his possession.” «He shall have dominion
ki, S€a to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth.” All
the shall fall down before Him ; all nations shall serve Him.” Let
ho Tospect and the assurance enliven our exertions and encourage our

«,; ‘Let the children of Zion be glad in their King.”

. Ang He shall be a Priest upon his throne.” In the Jewish economy,
‘“edgs Were not priests, nor priests kings. The offices were always separ-
diad'e God divided them between two tribes and two families. The
to thm was given to Judah, and the censer to Levi. The one belonged

© house of David, the other to the house of Aaron. And so evil

lneensangerous was it to unite them, that when Jehoash dared to burn
e h
e

s

o is hand withered, and he was taken out of the temple a spec-
ivine displeasure. But Jesus is anointed with the oil of glad-
i5q ;‘, ove his fellows. He combines these functions and dignities. He
8o Tiest upon his throne. :

Cage methmg of this kind had indeed occurrcd before the Law, in the
Wag :f Melchisedec. He was “priest of the Most High God,” apd he
Peagy »0 “king of righteousness,” and “king of Salem, which is, king of

’ ence the apostle considers this wonderful character as a
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greater type of the Messiah than any of the Aaronical order, because Le
was not only to officiate as a priest, but to rule as a king. *

Now let us lock after this fact, and we shall see that He never "‘ly"
peared in one of these offices without exemplifying the other. Do we
view Him when He was more peculiarly the Priest, that is, in the day®
of his flesh, when his whole life seemed a sacrifice, and He died upo?
the cross? Do we here see the Priest only? Does not the King
appear? Did not the wise men from the east come to worship Him
born king of the Jews? Did not the winds, and waves, and diseas®®
and devils, yield Him subjection? And when He poured out his sO*
unto death, did not the sun, and the earth, and the rocks, and the gm"es’
adore Him? Did He not by a look turn the heart of Peter? Did 3
not promise the dying thief a place in Paradise with Himself? A"
did He not rise from the dead as the Lord both of the dead and livi®8
Or do we view Him when He seems more peculiarly the King, that 1
after He was received up into Heaven, and was crowned with glory an
honour, and had a name given Him above every name? Do we here 560
the King only? Does not the Priest also appear! Did not John
Him “clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the p* e
with a golden girdle?” Did he not see Jesus “in the midst of the throﬂe
as a Lamb that had been slain?” Did he not hear the songs of b
blessed, saying, “Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by f‘hi
blood?” Do not his ministers preach Him as crucified? Does not d;d
Lord’s Supper show forth his death? On earth the Redeemer perfor®
the sacrificial part of his office, but He performs the intercessory
benedictory part above, where, as a Priest, He ever liveth to make 1
cession for us, and, as a King, “commands the blessing even life
evermore.” Thus He is a Priest upon his throne.

Whence, see the nature of our condition since the fall. How Decv.}:
sitous it is, and how various as well as numerous are our wants!_ .
are ignorant and need enlightening—enslaved and need redemptio® 2
guilty and need pardon—unholy and need renovation—Iost and nee
the salvation of the Cross and the Throne. And what a multiplicity st
excellencies and influences do we behold in the Lord Jesus! ¢«Thot
fairer than the children of men.”—Jay.

for

ONLY A CUP OF WATER.

The brave Sir Philip Sydney, one of the Queen Elizabeth's favoe:
and trusted soldiers, was severely wounded at the battle of ZutpP WS
Scarcely able to sit on his horse, his agony was so great that he hed
obliged to call for water while being conducted from the field, and Wdiﬂr
it was brought to him, as he put it to his lips, he saw a common sold!
being carried past, whose eyes were fixed with a sad and wistful 1o
on the cup. Without hesitating, the brave general put it from hi? 35
passed it to the dying man, with these words: “Thy necessity, frie®%q
greater than mine.” A few days afterwards he himself died fro% o
wound, and though that was in 1586, three hundred years ago, that

act of self-denial is remembered still.
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THE TWO SAILORS.

b A mother on the green hills of Vermont was holding by the right
a son, sixteen years old, mad with love of the sea. And as she
°d by the garden-gate one morning, she said:
te Edward, they tell me—for I never saw the ocean—that the great
Wptation of a seaman’s life is drink. Promise me, before you quit
Ur mother’s hand, that you will never drink liquor.”
th ‘And,” he said, for he told the story, “I gave the promise, and I went
® globe over—to Calcutta and the Mediterranean, San Francisco and
£ € Cape of Good Hope, the North and South Poles. I saw them all in
Y years, and I never saw a glass filled with sparkling liquor, that my
Other’s form at the gate did not rise up before my eyes ; and to-day I
Innocent of the taste of liquor.”
they 25 DOt that sweet evidence of the power of a single word? Yet
Y is not half, “For,” still continued he, “yesterday there came into
Y counting-room a man, forty years old.”
0 you know me ¥’
¢ No.n
b(): Well,” said he, “I was brought, d}‘unk, into your presence on ship-
Youy . JOU Were a passenger ; they kicked me aside; you took me to
2ur berth, and kept me there till I had slept off my intoxication. You
he 2sked me if T had a mother. I said T had never heard a word from
T lips. You told me of yours at_the garden-gate; and to-day I am
I;a‘stel‘ of one of the finest ships in New York harbor, and came to ask
Y to come and see me.” .
for 11° mother’s words on the green hills of Vermont! God be thanked
the mighty power of a single word.—XN. ¥. Observer.

JESUS IS ALIVE.

ofA few years ago, an intelligent working man asked a striking question
?pe: Near relative, who had begun to think seriously, and who was
do g to him on the all-important subject of salvation. “Is Jesus
he o OF is He alive?” was the question he asked: “I used to think,”
Sald, “he was just a man, and that he was dead, and that there was
li Jore of him.” We have been told that this working man is now
;. ¢ under the power of the assurance that Jesus is alive. Yes, Jesus
%We.  This is just the assurance that is needed by all, and very
lally needed, in the present day. )
"011(1) be assured that J esus, who was crucified, is not dead but is alive,
U turn unbelievers into Christians. To realize it would turn nomi-
in o rea] Christians ; for Q! haw much it implies. That He is alive
hig 5" Perfect humanity, and in His supreme divinity ; in the merits of
loyg “ath and righteousness on earth, and in the unchangeableness of his
ang and power to save—that He is alive, and very near ; to know this,
Teceive Him thus into the heart, is to have vice and sin cast out ; to
hepe begun fellowship with God our Saviour ; to be fitted for usefulness
» a0d for glory hereafter.
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A GOOD PRESCRIPTION.

A rather eccentric, yet eminent, physician was called to attend &
middle-aged rich lady, who had imaginary ills. After inquiry about hef
symptoms and manner of life, he asked for a piece of paper, and wrot
down the following prescription : “Do something for somebody.” In fabe
gravest manner he handed it to the patient and left. He heard nothit8
from the lady for a long time. But one morning he was hastily suf™
moned to the cottage of a washerwoman. “It’s my wrist, doctor, that®
ailing. You see, I was going out into the dark for a few bits of w000
when my foot struck this basket. It stood there, like a big mercy, 85!
was, full of soft flanuel from Mrs. Walker. She told me that your
medicine cured fer, doctor. 8o, if you please, put a little of the sam®
on my wrist; I'll be none the worse for it.” “It's a powerful remedy
said the doctor gravely. And more than once in after years he wrot®
the prescription, “Do something for somebody.”

A HOLY LIFE.

A holy life is made up of a number of small things. Little words
not eloquent speeches or sermons ; little deeds, not miracles, nor batt
nor one great heroic act, nor mighty martyrdom, make up the trué
Christian life. The little constant sunbeam, not the lightning;
waters of Siloam, “that go softly” in their meek mission of refreshmer®
not “the waters of the river, great and many,” rushing down in tot‘l'enf
noise and force—are the true symbols of a holy life. The avoidance °
little evils, little sins, little inconsistencies, little weaknesses, little folhe‘sf ‘
little indiscretions, little imprudences, little foibles, little indulgences o
self and of the flesh—the avoidance of such little things as these 8
far to make up, at least, the negative beauty of a holy life.—Christi®
Standard.

CHILDREN.,

Be ever gentle with the children God has given you. Watch ove:
them constantly; reprove them earnestly, but not in anger. In thoe
forcible language of Scripture, “Be not bitter against them.” 1 onld
heard a kind father say, “I do not like to beat my children—the W°rl
will beat them.” It was a beautiful thought, though not elegantly
expressed. Yes, there is not one child in the circle round the table
healthful and happy as they look now, on whose head, if long enou8
spared, the storm will not beat. Adversity may wither them, sick®
may fade, a cold world may frown on them ; but, amidst all, let meﬂl‘?%
carry them back to a home where the law of kindness reigned, ¥ of
the mother’s reproving eye was moistened with a tear, and the fath
frowned “more in sorrow than in anger.”—=ZElilu Burritt.
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[Sacred Poetry.]
WHERE DOTH GOD DWELL?

¢““Where doth God dwell?” Go, ask it of the sun,
Who day by day his vast career doth run,

The whole world chcering with his glad beams bright,
Until he dies in western seas at night,

“Where doth God dwell?” Go, ask of every star
‘Which watches earth when quenched the sunbeams are,
Go, ask it of the dewdrop on the rose,

And of the silent, softly-falling snows.

Go, ask the springs that bubble from below,
Then, swoll’n to streams, to meet the ocean flow.
Ask the loud blast, and breeze with gentle sigh
Of our old earth the nurse’s lullaby,

Go, ask the whirlpool, that with giant lips
Sucks in remorselessly the mightiest ships;
Ask lovelier things—tall 0ak, and flow’ret gay,
And bid the grassy vale and meadow say.

Ask the huge whales, that in the ocean sleep,
The giant monarchs of the rolling deep;

Ask all that breathes, from eagle o’er our head
Among the clouds, to worm on which we tread.

Go, ask the mighty mountain solitudes,

And rocks, where ne’er the foot of man intrudes;
And ask the snow-wreaths in their stainless white,
That lie unmelted on each Alpine height.

Go, ask the storm that in fell power doth sweep
Alike o’er lofty hill and valley deep;

When through the air the thunder’s chariot rolls,
And earth seems shook from centre to the poles.

Go, ask the icebergs, those huge mountains cold,
‘Where nought but frozen seas you can behold ;
O’er all the broad horizon, where with dread
The sailor sees the North’s ice Tound him spread.

Go, ask the gentle winds that, soft apd calm,
Come rich-perfumed with fragrant herbs and balm;
Yea, look around, and all that thou dost see

Will loud proclaim that there a God must be.

In one large voice doth all creation cry,

Where, save in God, doth our existence lie?
““Heaven is His throne—His works are His abode,
Say, where were we, if there were not a God?”
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THE HOME CIRCLE.
THE TRUE WIFE.

From an article by Rev. J. D. Houston in the Scottish 4dwvocate.

The wife’s kingdom is at home, and she maintains her rule in it by
love—a love that “beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth #
things, endureth all things”—a love that will cast out, and away,
fear and doubt. The wife can make the home a happy realm, or the
reverse, as she bears herself. If she makes the home a real home,?
calm retreat where all fair graces reign, she will do much to gain the
husband. What drives, sometimes, the poor man from his home? Is it
not the neglect, the slatternlyness of the wife? The drunkard is ofte?
driven to the alehouse by the unlovely nature of his surroundings #
home. This is certainly no palliation of his vice, but the wives should
look to it. If the wife makes the home comfortable, if she has a joyous
welcome for her toiling, tired husband, he will be gained—the might of
love will save him. The power of a true wife over a man, to drive t e
wild beast out of him, cannot be expressed. There have been roug”
cruel, ill-tempered men who, as soon as they came within reach of the
living influence of a saintly woman, have changed completely for the
time, the spell of a holy anointing seemed to come upon them, and t!lel.r
angry tones have softened down to the harmonies of love. But this
not invariably the case. There are many bad husbands, who have DO
yielded to the might of loving tenderness; men of brutal passion, t55
devotees of strong vice, utterly selfish, “without natural affectior
Some of the truest women have been linked to such men, and they ha"
done their part nobly, though it has pressed their very life out. They
have trodden their dark pathway with the step of heroines. They hat®
not told the world their unparalleled sorrow. Neglected, trampled do",’:;
treated with devilish cruelty, they have never forgotten their vow, wht all
bound them to love and to cherish till parted by death. Through
their darkness, in spite of the burden of broken-heartedness which they
can hardly bear, these noble souls have held on their way, never 108 of
their faith in wifehood, though the man no longer deserves the namé
husband-—though the wretch who once vowed before God to love and d
cherish her has rudely dashed ber from his heart, and has darkened 8%
desolated the home which he once made for her. We never can gu "
the faithfulness of a true woman’s heart. She hopes against hope. sb
holds by duty though her wifehood is but a cruel irony; and if at 8% ﬁ
time, after long long waiting and praying, her husband comes back, “:u
sits down clothed and in his right mind beside her, how readily 1o
the dark past be forgotten and forgiven, and the receiving of him ¥ o
cﬁmzs b;ck shall be, to her who has waited and prayed, indeed life fro
the dead.

Perhaps we sum up all the conditions of true wifehood when we S‘;y
the true wife is the helper of her husband. “I will make him an .eP
meet for him.” So said God as He admitted the sore want of the f
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,'i‘fhmen, and as He declared His will to gratify his longing desire.

ere is a world of meaning in the sentence. The ideal wife is the help-
Teet of her husband,
“Thy likeness, thy fit help, thy other self,
Thy wish exactly to thy heart's desire.”
Not by any means the slave of man, but his co-partner in bearing the
.Jurdens of this mortal life. It is only in savage state that the wife is
Made the hewer of wood and the drawer of water to her indolent and

ha

Ughty lord. The condition of the wives in dark lands is the impressed
Samp ‘of heathenism, the sure token of uncivilization and savagery.
erever the light of Christ has pierced the darkness, woman at once
" €8 her place side by side with man—his equal, companion, helper.
: th?w well she can help. No one can help better. She can do so many
-3ngs, and so deftly, that he can never do. By a gentle word, by a lov-
look, by a trustful bearing, she can strengthen her husband for his
With her larger faith, with her better hope, with her less-mingled
-+ 0gle-heartedness, she drives away the clouds from his sky. Seeing her
L her attitudes of assistance, feeling the touch of her thousand unspoken
* Ympathies, the despondent man takes heart again. The sunshine of her
SIl’lpl‘ecis.t;ion will enable him to bear the cold blasts of the world’s neglect.
“llixe can help him in many ways. She may not actually go out and do
‘s 8 Work for him, but she can make his work lighter, yea transform it
a pleasure task. She may not actually write his books or his ser-
'1i°n3 for him, but she can keep step with him in the high paths of
“of Tature and truth, and she can cheer and direct him by the utterances
the ¥ instinctive and guick realization of the true, the beautiful, and
w..800d.  Some of the grandest and brightest souls have leant much
"ot On their wives, and have readily acknowledged their indebtedness to
1%, Tt ig sad to think that many of the kings of literature have been
f-“".hflppy in their marriages. They have been joined to uncongenial
':ﬁg‘ts, and it is to be feared that they have not done much to make
“ox Y Wives the helpers which they ought to be. But there are bright
‘o Ptions, Tt makes that great man who has lately passed away
“wig'¥ dear to us to read the beautiful words in which he speaks of his
fﬂ‘\ae' Let us not forget as we read the magic words of Thomas Carlyle,
hlmt the loving ministering of his wife, in many indefinable ways, helped
Um {5
Wwrite them.
j:%mnce, more we must seek the conditions of true wifehood in the
Wk M'S husband. A man can do much to make or to mar the wife
ale ) he takes to his bosom. If she is a bad wife the fault may not
Pla,gt?ther lie at her own door. She 1s the weaker vessel, and she is a
;- 1¢ vesgel which can be easily fashioned to honour or dishonour. A
"&yg oung gir] is taken from a happy home, uninitiated into the world’s
hope’."’lth leaping desires of undefined pleasure, bright with a joyous
g the future; he who takes her can at least help in_the fashioning
Shopir 1nto o true wife. If he fulfils his marriage vow, if he loves and
n ﬁues his wife, if he is utterly faithful to her, his influence will touch
i h © Bpirit to finest issues. If he trusts her all in all, if he confides
wiaeer’ i he takes her always into his counsel, if he is guided by her -
advice, if he permits no shadow of a secret to be between her and
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him—he will have the satisfaction of seeing her Liecome what she should
be. Tt is only the overweening conceit of his sex, or something wors®
that will hinder a man from consulting his wife on all occasions, an
regard to all things. To put it on no other ground, he will be the better
of consulting her. Her keener insight into things, her instinctive P‘:i
ception of the right and the wrong, her knowledge of character obtall
often by a glance, will make her advice valuable and worthy of relianc®
Let him give her her true place, and she will never prove untrue 0 '
or unfaithful to him. There is between the two parties thus um d
wondrous co-partnership of fashioning; their lives touch at a thousaﬂe
points. Even physically, man and wife gradually grow into the saf®
mould; they get like each other often in lines and lineaments. In habité
they grow in similitude, but chiefly in mental and spiritual attribute®
The wife shapes herself in high and fair lines, and the husband sh#
her also. There is a reciprocally fashioning process ever going om oe
weal or for woe, often unacknowledged, almost imperceptible, but 1o
the less certain.

A man in search of a wife needs a word to be spoken in his "’9‘;
Sometimes a good deal of romantic interest is attached to him. fte
he is the subject of the merriment of society, and there is a tendency
expose the ridiculous side of his character as he pursues his search.
it is a grave quest, and brings weighty consequences in its train. [hel‘e‘
fore, set not out upon it lightly, but seek the counsel of heaven, for it
only the favour of God that will guide you to it. And if the favour 0
God does guide you to it, you shall find a good thing. If God fulfils b
wishes of your heart, He will, in the gift which he bestows, bless Y° o
every day. He will give you a fair jewel, the price of which is ab:gu
rubies; one in whom your heart can safely trust; one whose love ¥
not grow dim as years advance; one who will cling to you in prospeﬂtz
and adversity; one who will rejoice in your joys, and sorrow with t‘l)lo
in your sorrows. Such a wife will do you “good and not evil all |
days of your life.” She may go first and you may he left behind, oF 7
may go first and she may be left behind, but whether it be the one ‘”’;
or the other, you will have enjoyed a rich heritage of blessing. g
life has daily come in contact with a noble and saintly life, receivll
ennoblement from the contact; and it may be, that in that far off coull'j
to which we are journeying, though, there, these earthly relationshlp;
shall have no counterparts, we being as the angels—not bound by % 4
ties save those which bind us to God himself—you shall recognise tho
know her who was your dear companion, your helper, as you walk
ways of earth, and so will heaven be made more dear.

A real Christian is & good subject to his king, a pillar to the statér *”
ornament to society, and a blessing to the world.

What a majesty is there in the Christian’s death! what a glory 1:%
hope! As rivers roll the smoothest the nearer they approach the e
—as the rose smells the sweetest when dying—as the sun appear® -
most glorious when setting—so it is with the Christian. :
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THE CHILDREN'S PORTION.

PRACTICAL THOUGHTS FOR THE CHILDREN.

BY ALPHEUS.

SOWING AND REAPING.

HNOW in the spring time every farmer is busy sowing and planting.
€ stalks over his fields, casts the seeds around him, then with a harrow

, dis"ers it out of sight, and takes no rest till all his reserved grain is thus
Posed of, To one utterly ignorant of the results, the farmer's action
W3 very foolish. Why throw away precious grain! What madness
Waste the good mercies given us! Well the farmer knows that the

Y way to increase his substance is to scatter it abroad. It would
the*“l certain poverty were he to greedily hold on to all he secures from
® farm, The same principle holds good in every walk of life and is
true to-day as when the wise man said it. There is that scattereth

it ¢ Yet increaseth. There is that withholdeth more than is meet and
a] ndeth to poverty. We are all sowers and like the farmer we will
_m 1“\ due time reap. But the spring time of life is when the soil is
®llow, and the youthful nature is full of hope; is when the seeds daily
ote 0 are the sure index of what our future shall be, both in time and
Dity. What are some of those seeds that the young readers of the
Selé"’c‘{te are sowing? Do little acts of selfishness often exhibit them-
nee S 10 the daily life?! If so, these Will in due time ripen into mean-
8—and in the final harvest these will be a total unfitness for the
Do()pany of Him who “though He was rich yet for our sakes became
Py ¥, that we through his poverty might be made rich.” Or are you
a tly dropping seeds of disobedience, discontent, wilfulness and
YWardness? If so, what fruit will we look for in the coming harvest?
bye"y seed will he many times multiplied, and unless you are renewed
Youp S grace you can have no place In heaven. You remember the
an, dng man who demanded his portion and then went to a far country
joine(‘iVaSted his substance in riotous living. In his reaping time he
to himself to a citizen of that country who sent him into his fields
the €ed swine, and he then was fain to fill his belly with the husks that
i Wine did eat, and he was despised by everybody, till he came to
%0, Slf; and this is the certain harvest of every selfish person. Perhaps
Reay ODe is thinking it is better not to take the trouble to put in any
ang | What will be the result if the farmer leaves his fields unploughed,
oq). Uncared for and unsown? Why a heavy crop of tangled weeds fit
: formto. be gathered and burned. And if any of you neglect the positive
i) Hon of character while young, then a like result will be seen in the
by f“S, thriftless afterlife. When we look for fruit there will be nothing
arg . 2Ves and the whole life will turn out an utter failure. Now, what
tigg ?me of the seeds we should be constantly planting in this spring
Yoy Bl will only name a few of them. Be kind one to another. If
Such a0t two or three of this particula.r seed every day you will have
uevea big return when the full harvest comes that you will scarcely be-
Our own senses ; you will perhaps say where saw we the hungry
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and fed them, or naked and clothed them, or sick and in prison and mul;
istered unto them?” What a harvest there will be when the Judge ©
all shall say “Inasmuch as yc did it unto one of the least of these,”y
did it unto me. Come ye blessed of my Father inkerit the kingdom-
Be patient.—Every child has opportunities of dropping this seed daily-
In the after battle of life it will all come back to you an hundred fold. "
Be gentle.—A rough disposition is very unlovable. Try how often ¥°
can drop this seed in and watch the results. )
Have charity.—You cannot have true happiness without this beird
formerly planted in your nature; be forgiving and loving and your
ward will be very great. .
Be generous.—This is a very precious seed and few will yield a betta‘
return. This, you know, means a great deal more than simply fof
giving one another. It means using what we have for the good
others. Never forget that what you have is not your own. G "
lent it to you, and you will have to give Him an account of how Y:d
use it. Perhaps you have heard the old adage: “What I used IB8"
what I kept I lost, and what [ gave away I have.” Only what we
for our own and others’ good, is rightly used. Try how many ways y
can do good to those about you. -
Try and think how many more good seeds you can plant in the spt’ ”
time of life. Plant them in faith that a rich harvest time is cow
Do it just as the farmer does, and then like him, patiently wait l‘e“‘éod
bering that after the seed is buried the sower can do no more for it, 7
must do the rest. Were He to withhold the showers and the sunsh’.nl;
there would be no return to the farmer. Can any of the boys or &
say how a blade of grass grows—how a bud or a blossom is brought **
existence? Did you ever examine the rich colors and delicate tint8,
many of the flowers in onr gardens? Did you ever consider the
how they grow; they toil not neither do they spin? It requires e
omnipotent power that created the world and gave us being to paint B
rose or cause & blade of grass to grow. So you see we may do ook
our power, using every talent God has given us, and then we must } iy
to the giver of all good to work for us and in us so that ours may
joyful harvest time.

CHILDREN CAN SERVE CHRIST.

T

The boy that carried the five loaves and two fishes was of som® #
vice to the benevolent and wonder working Saviour. . ed P

A little boy once said to his mother, “I should like to have 1iV%,
the time of our Saviour that I might have done something for Hif

His mother smiled and said:

“What could a child of your years have done for Him to prove
goodwill}”

The little boy thought a moment and then said:

“T would run everywhere doing His errands.” PR

Now this boy could still serve Christ by giving his little savi"¥lus
translate, print, and circulate Bibles and Testaments. The Lord pof®
could still see him do it, and still remember all he did for heathe®
and girls.

yo

PR
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FRANK AND SUSIE,

h "Tl}ere, that kitten’s run into the pantry,” said Mrs. Lee, as she was
y‘;:l'?’”mg about her dinner. *Children, one of you get her out, won't

0\1;‘11" will,” said Frank, clattering into the pantry. “Here! ’scat! clear
Poor Kitty, frightened with the noise, ran wildly in every direction
U that of the door, and finally crept behind a barrel. Frank, of course,
not move it, and as little could he get the kitten out. When he
that she would certainly stay where she was as long as he scolded,
ed coaxing, but it was too late: Kit would not trust him.
as .Hel‘e, Kitty, Kitty, come, litth Kitty,” said Susie, ?n gentle tones,
Bl she came with quiet footfall into the pantry. Kitty knew that
e‘as&nt voice, and she put her head out, but hesitated.
‘Come, Kitty, dear little Kitty,” said Susie again, and she came.
ours, Holmes heard it all.
h&nWhiCh do you think the better way, my boy?” she asked, laying her
‘A on Frank’s shoulder,—*Susie’s or yours}”
) usie’s,” Frank replied.
Remember, then, little ones, always, that gentleness and kindness
tter than roughness, and the rule of love better than that of fear.”

f°“nd
llis-tri
«

THE CONTENTED HERD-BOY.
aI“ 3 flowery dale a herd-boy kept bis sheep; and because his heart
hi: S0 joyful he sang so loudly that the surrounding hills echoed back
*ong.  One morning the king, who was out on a hunting expedition,
the L0 him and said: “Why are you so happy, dear little one?’—“ Why
ould T o be?” he answered ; our king 18 not richer than I.”—¢“Indeed,”
e king; “tell me, then, of your great possessions.” The lad
ed, “The sun in the bright blue sky shines as brightly upon me
v llllpoll the king. The flowers on the mountain and the grassin the
€Y grow and bloom to gladden my sight as well as his. I would not
vuea hundred thousaud thalers for my hands; my eyes are of more
€ than all the precious stones in the world; I have food and clothing
ki, *™ I not therefore as rich as the king?”—«You are right,” said the
keg » With a laugh, “but yonr greatest treasure is a contented heart;
be I; 1t 50 and you will always be bappy ._" “No heart, however, should
“Q, uly contented without Christ dwelling in it as the hope of glory.”
Iness with contentment is great gain”—1 Tim. vi. 6. But con-

ent without godliness is deep and irreparable loss.

sy

%? B}ble Questions will have attention next month.—More answers
08¢ in last month will be gladly received.

J“? Communications for the Children’s Portion to be addressed: Ed.

tha“°r’ P. 0. Box 329, St. John, N. B., and should be received not later

the 15th day of the month.
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NOTES.

Accounts from London of some of the May meetings have come tO
hand. The British and Foreign Bible Society’s seventy-seventh anp?
versary passed off successfully. The Earl of Shaftesbury now Ove.‘
eighty years of age presided for the thirty-second time. The expe® )
tare for the year was over £190,000, and the income fully that amoun
Earl Cairns spoke of this society as the helper and hand-maid of all ot €
societies and the rival of none, and said among other things:—*“I like -
think of those 240 languages and dialects into which, through the inst"‘a
mentality of this society, the Scriptures have been translated; so that '
wonder almost greater than the wonder of Pentecost has been acco““
plished, and not merely “Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites,” but mu‘,
titudes of nations, of many of whom we hardly know the names ](:e
countries, have “heard in their own tongue in which they were born t o
wonderful works of God.” (Loud cheers.) I like to think of _thos
great, almost stupendous, arithmetical figures,—90 millions of copte® Ot‘
the Bible circulated; 9,000,000/ of money spent; an income of 0"1‘:0
100,000L a year, and about as much more derived from the sale of b
Scriptures. (Cheers.) And then I like to turn back to the begin
again,—to the little grain of small seed from which the spreading &
magnificent tree has been produced. This great society, starting Wlh
its paltry income of five or six hundred a year, has accomplished 0
letter the great wish of the great martyr Tyndal, that every bOYl:le
England who drove the plough might have as ready access to the Bl'ke
as any priest in the land  (Cheers.) And, my Lord, above all, I i
to look at this society, not merely as a national protest in favour © (8
open Bible, but also as, in these days of rationalism and unbeli€h )
national testimony to the truth and power of God’s Word, (Chee*
Tt is not as a code of morals, however excellent; it is not as a stra1®
poetry, however beautiful; it is not as a chronicle of history, ho“iev
thrilling; but it is as a glorious revelation of God’s love and God® _ .
demption; it is as the gracious channel of God’s mercy and God’s co.ty‘
fort; it is as the greatest because the only Divine civilizer of humea?
that we join in spreading and circulating this priceless Book.”

The Lord Bishop of Rochester, Bishop Thoroly, referring to & v
he once made to the Convent of St. Catherine, on Mount Sinai, 0 ~
the famous Tischendorf Manuscript, now in St. Petersburg, said: P 4
thing else I saw in the library evidently not felt to be of so much v&wf
as this manuscript, though you and I should consider it to be of 7% 4
value. There were a number of Bibles covered with dust. They
evidently not been looked at since they were laid there. They ha o
given by Dr. Wolff some years ago, and the monks had accepted tl;ave
but they were never touched. And for this very reason, which I
under abundant authority, that not one of the monks could read.

It was announced in the Report that the proper course for the BrY 0%
and Foreign Bible Society to take, in reference to the Revised V‘fl of
of the English Scriptures, has already engaged the careful attentio® 4
the Committee, regard being had to the regulation which provifles Is
the only copies in the languages of the United Kingdom to be ¢irc*"

jsib

s
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by the society shall be the ‘“Authorized Version.” On the publicaticn
o the New Testament, the desirableness of so modifying this rule as to
a(!mit; of the new version being circulated concurrently with the old,
wil] be conside['ed; and it is ])I‘Obill)le that the Committee may ShOl’tly

p%ﬂl it necessary to call a special general meeting of the society for that
Urpose.

Tt is refreshing to read the following account of the improvement in
abbath observances in Washington:—“A Sabbath in Washington is
OW more quiet and orderly than in the largest New England towns.
Ay public buildings are closed, and the public business is wholly sus-

Nded,  Stores, barber shops, and drinking saloons ave closed. Cigar

4 periodical stands are only open to a limited extent. Hotel bars, as
& W as all others, are closed, though a few of all classes are accessible.
* % Hacks do not stand in the streets. A theatrical performance
be an impossibility. In short, so far as is possible, there is com-
an outward respect to the Sabbath in the administration of the national
Th Munijcipal governments, and this occasions no complaints * * ¥

“re is o city in the land where there is more general attendance upon
“I8lous worship It is a respectable thing to attend church on the
:' ath in Washington. The congregations are large, and the churches
he Well sustained. Public men atwnfl in large numbers.” Tt is stated
ooy every member of president Garlield’s cabinet is a regular chuirch

Woulq
Plete

n,I;‘:x dirstinguished Physician of New York says of the liquor traffic:—
e burden it imposes upon capital, upon labour, upon physical health,
0“ police and courts of justice, and upon the general worals of the
Pl'es‘e’ is so grievous that what to do comes to the front as the most
SIng social question of the age. Political economy and statesmanship
we{‘i bS(fek some solution. It is too enormous au‘interference with the
the . o1ng of society to be passed lightly Ly, It involves too much for
phi] Nation to be passed over to the care of temperance societies and
{ ant.hl‘oplsts.” The required solution of the vexed question will be
In nothing short of legislative prolkibition.

[

<«
U i?e“e of the most snccessful missions of modern times is that of the
are d Pl‘esbyteria,n Church of America to the Copts, in Egypt. There
the ‘ow numbers of small churches of native converts scattered along
Q&Sesdnks of the _Nile, reaching to Uppeg' Egypt. Thfese are, in many
ang (»)fselﬁsupl>ortmg——devoted to the seriptural educa.th} of the young,
in o 2 line missionary spirit. Not unfrequently the singularly cheer-
Whig CCurrence is witnessed of a meeting of presbytery being held, of
Nt ¢ moderator and clerk, and %ll the other constituent members,
a?:e Egyptians, and the proceedings are conducted, and the records

al'e
tten, in the Arabic or the ancient Coptic language.”—Dr. Houston.



40 The Monthly Advocate.

“Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown.” This aphorism is stl‘_ik'
ingly exemplified in the case of the young Emperor of Russia, who, W!
his father’s throne, has inherited his father’s troubles. Threatened with
assassination, which he knows is no empty threat, he is in a most pitia
condition. His palace is a fortress, sarrounded by cordons of sold{eﬁ
who guard him from his own subjects. It is said that his wife, who is8
sister of the Princess of Wales, is almost crazed with fear, The Nih)hst&; i
conspiracy is strong and wide-spread, and some high in authority a°
near the throne are implicated in it. It seems utterly vain for t
Emperor to think of holding out against the strong current of pOPula:
frenzy which is only intensified by the coercive measures adopted to P*’
it down. It would be wise policy in him to yield at once to the uil
evitable, and grant to his subjects that constitutional liberty for whi
they are clamouring. Thus, discontent would in a great measure ceas®
and he would sit quietly on his throne. This, however, he is unwilling
to grant, and hence his continued troubles. It isa comfort to k_noW
that Messiah reigns, and that He will make the commotions of nation®
and even the blunders of cabinets and rulers, subserve the advanceme?
of His own cause, and hasten the full triumph of His kingdom ¥ ”e
“men shall be blessed in Him, and all nations shall call Him blessed-

The Bradlaugh case in the House of Commons is now, it is to be hOPe‘i:
finally disposed of. He should never have been allowed to take his 5%
but now that he has been unseated, and disfranchized so that he 13 Ilr‘
longer eligible to a place in Parliament, every true Christian shall C‘Z’d
dially rejoice. A Christian Legislature is not the place for an avo¥ 1
Atheist. The functions of government are too sacred to be in the ha,
of wicked men of any type, especially those who proclaim their dent”.
of the being of God. Now that British law, as interpreted by the lagl;
officers of the Crown, unchangeably demand that every legislator “‘I‘:’ﬁ
be a believer in the existence of a Supreme Being, it is to be hoped o o
we will hear no more of a blaspheming Atheist in any of the Brit!
Houses of Parliament.

i0

From Spain there comes the pleasing intelligence that Senor Ar}“.’;?,g
Martinez, a preacher of the Gospel, imprisoned for holding a l'ehg;s(d
meeting of more than twenty persons, has been pardoned and Tre
from custody. We learn also that “the judicial proceedings whic? 3
been instituted against several other Protestants have been a.band.oﬁwf
and that the prospects of religious liberty in Spain are much bri&
than they were but lately.”

g2¥ All communications connected with the general editorial d‘;ﬁ
ment of the Monthly Advocate, to be addressed to the Rev. J. R. 18
Barnesville, N. B,



