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THE

CANADIAN PRESBYTER.

JUNE, 1858.

SYNODS.

Two of the three Presbyterian Synods in Canada are now in Session, and the
::eting of the third is at hand. We deem it an appropriate time to
. er a few observations on the uses of Synods, and the best modes of in-

*asing their interest and usefulness.

The Supreme Court of a Presbyterian Church, whether a Synod, or a General
mbly, ought to be the highest expression of the Church’s life—of her wisdom,
P°Wer, and love. Its meeting should be expected and watched with prayerful
Tterest by all within the Church’s bounds. Its influence should be beneficially
ot iy every department of the Church’s duty, diffusing a fresh virtue even to the
M of the garment. This is all the more to be looked for in non-established
hurches, When there is no connection with the State, and the Church is per-
"ty uncontrolled in her self-government, very great powers, legislative, judi-
%al, anq execntive are wielded by the Supreme Court. Very blessed are the
’?"“lts when these powers are exercised in successive years with fidelity, discre-
90 and high consistency. Very sad are the consequences, when a Synod,
Vith large powers and noble opportunities, ties the Church to narrow views of

Tistian duty, or pursucs a weak, capricious, precipitate public policy.
I_f any Synod lack wisdom, let it ask of God. The higher our sense of the
Uties incumbent on our Supreme Court, the deeper our conviction of the un-
Akable value and absolute necessity of prayer in the Synod—fervent, frater-
Prayer. In every Synod this is acknowledged, but it is not common to find
Jnod bathed as it ought to be in devotional feeling, and awed by the felt
"eSence of the Holy Ghost. Many earnest men ask year by year, what can be
288 6 increase and elevate the devotional element in the great Annual Convoca-
°“.0f the Church? The remedy sometimes proposed is to allot a larger pro-

"ion of time than is usually given to devotional exercises, and to insist

Ore rigorously on a punctual attendance of members on the exercises with

‘f’h every “sederunt” is opened. 'We presume to think that a more judicious

Vice may be given. A Synod, being a Court of the Church under obligation

trangact g large amount of business in a limited number of days, cannot give
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a much largor propottion of its time than is now given, even to so precious an
oxerciso as prayer. What is needed, is not so much an oxtension of time, as a
more skilful and carnest employment ofthe time now allowed for calling upon God-
The prayers we have heard at Synods and General Assemblics have almost always
‘been too long. Both in Scotland and in Canada we have known the spacial de-
votional # diet” at the opening of the Court, to be entirely occupied by two or
three brethren, each praying for fifteen, twenty, or even thirly minutes, With rare
exceptions, these long prayers are as wearisome to the spirit as they are to the
flesh, and the very comprehensiveness for which they are sometimes praised, forms
one of our chief objections to them, We want, at the opening of a Synod, short
prayers with definite aims and compact expressions ; and instead of two or
three brethren, we should like to hear the voices of six or eight successively
in prayer, interspersed with the singing of Psalms. At the commencement of
each sederunt too, the prayer should not be lengthy, and should bear upon the
matters of business about to be considered. If the devotional exercises wero
made more apposite and more lively than they usually are, there would be little
reason to blame the memlers of Synod for remaining without till the com-
mencement of actual business.

In this very important matter, no reform canbe obtained without wisdom and
tact in the Modorator ; but not even the most judicious Moderator can effect the
reform, unless sustained by the good sense of his ministerial brethren.

While on this {opic, we may add the suggestion, that in order to increaso the
spiritual tone and profit of a meeting of Synod, the Court might advantageously
resolvo itself into a Brotherly Conference on the religious life of the Church—its
impediments, decays, or revivals—and on the practical difficulties which ministers
and kirk sessions encounter in furthering the work of the Lord. 'We know that
many young pastors would gladly hear the ripe judgment of senior brethren on
these matters, To maintain the interest of such & Conference however, and
reap its benefits, it would be necessary sternly to repress the proneness to
langthy and tedious remarks. If the speakers were restricted to five minutes
each, they would learn to dispense- with introductions and repetitions, and givs
in a concise form the best results of their observation and experience.

The business of a Synod in a living growing Church is not confined to mattars
of internal administration, It relates also to the extension of the kingdom of
Christ by Missions, by Sabbath-Schools, by itinerant evangelisation, and by the
diffusion of sound religious literature. There i3 a tendency perhaps in young
Churches, to exaggerate. the legislative functions of a Synod, and to multiply
minute and rigid laws, based on insufficient experience, whicl are soon suffered
{o fall into abeyance, or are remembered only to be repealed. We deem it
more necessary to lay stress on the judicial and missionary duties which devolve
on a propetly constituted Synod. Such a court, or convocation, is at once -our
Judiciary and our Propaganda.

The judicial functions of the Synod are to be exercised with the greatest pa-
tience, calmness and care, “It belongeth to Synods andsCouncils, ministerially.
to determine controversies of faith and cases of conscience ; to set down roles.
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and diractions for the better ordering of the public worship of God, and govern-
ment of-dlis Church ; t receive complaints in eases of mal-administration, and
authoritatively to determine tlie same.”—(Conf. of Faith., chap. xxxt, sect. 3.)
Questions of internal government and discipline, sometimes involving points of
great delicacy and difficulty, may come up by appeal or reference from the
inferior courts. It is no secoudary daty of the Synod to adjudicate upon and
adjust such questions. Indeel on the impartiality and discretion with which this
department of the business is conducted, deponds in great measure the moral
influence of a Synod over the Sessions and Congregatious of the Church. Tedious
taases,’ it is true, provoke impntience, but they should be faithfully heard and
coutiously determined. Time and pains are never lost, which tend to increase
that confidence in the Supreme Court of Appeal which is an cssential condition:
of ecclesiastical peace and welfure. At the same time, no encoumgemer'zt isto’
be given to frivolous complaints ; and the ¢ business committce’ should armnn'e'
that the more petty personal cases be not called till all important matters are
duly considered and despatuhed. .

The extension of the Church deserves the grave and earnest attention of young
and vigorous Synods. They might combine the prudence of a missionary com-
mitte with the enthus'asm of a public missionary meeting. They arebound to
consider the claims of duty toward souls that perish for lack of knowledge, and to
encourage and direct the missionary zeal of the Church at large, There id
sbundant need for such zeal in providing for the education of the Ministry, in
sustaining home missions, in assisting weak congregations, and in promoting
foreign missions as opportunity may offer. It waoll befits a Christian Synod
to have a large warm heart, beating in sympathy with the unselfish benefi-
cent heart of the Lord Jesus. In the propagation of the gospel, the policy of
edreme caution and economy is the worst policy of all. Better to devise
liberal things, even at the risk of occasional precipitancy, that by liberal things-
the Church may stand.

Whatever the business in hand, we hold freedom of speech essential to every
stceessful Synod.  'We have no sympathy with those who would arrogate to a
few all liberty and boldness in discussion, requiring all others to keep silence,
orspeak in timid tones with bated breath. Whenever free speech is suppressed,
the entire liberty of a Synod is surrendeved to a self-constituted oligarchy.
Let Canadian Synods, now, we believe, free from this evil, be careful to main-
tain their freedom. At the same time, let this freedom not be abused. Itis
intolerable to make the floor of a Syuod an arena for displaying the “ popular
gifis" of individual members. A Synod is not to be confounded with an ordin-
ary public meeting intended to influence the popular mind and illustrate the
oratorical qualifications of speakers, It is a deliberative Court, and the speak-
ing required is speaking to the point—clear, terse, unaffected, and if- possible,
cnclusive,

Every year increases the value and influence of the Presbyterian Synods in
this country,  Not long ago, they attracted little attention, were scarcely noticed |
by the public press, and exercised a very slight and uncertain authority. This
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can no longer be'said. The meetings of Synods are expected with interest, and
tho proceedings roported with tolerable accuracy and fulness. How incumbont
is it on the members to maintain snd increase Synodical influence, by taking
good heod to thomselves, that they spesk anu vote and act with godly wisdom,
brotherly kindness, and spiritual dignity ! " How much more iacumbent this
when it is remembored, that the Lord Jesus Christ is invoked as Head of tho
Church, to preside in the Court, and to guide and sanction the deliberations of

His sorvants !

IS ROMISH BAPTISM VALID?

In the last Number of this Magazine there appeared an able article, in which
the aflirmative of this question is vigorously maintained. An intimation how-
eyer was given by the conductors of the Presbyter, that in the next issue ai
article would appear in support of the opposite view. This promise we now ro,
deem. In cntering upon this theme wo do not conceal from ourselves that it i3
beset with certain difficulties, but they are of such a nature, and lie within such
8 moderate compass, that we do not despair of finding our way through them to
the tiuth, L

Our standards do not directly touch the point under review, but they lay
down principles which have such an immediate bearing upon it, that we confess
it was with some degree of surprise that we found the writer in the last number
of this Magazine, as well as Dr. Hodge, attempting in various ways to support
the valility of Romish baptism by the high authority of the Westminster Divines,

Our confession teaches:

1st. That baptism is not to be repeated, chap. 28, sec. 7. This would sétils
the whole question as to the views of the Westminster Divines, could it be
shown that they regarded Romish baptism as an Ordinance of the Church of
Christ 3 but unfortunately for this attempt they teach, S

* 2ad. That the Church of Rome is one of those Churches * which have so de-
generated as to become no Churches, but Synagogues of Sutan” Chap. 2,
sec. 5. Vide proofs in which the compilers refer to only two cases, viz: that
of the Romish Church, Rev. xviii. 2.; and that of the Jewish Church at the Ad-
vent of Christ, Rom. xi. 18-22, in support of their assertion that a Church
ni‘xlay i)‘ l(fiegenerat,e as to become no Church, but a Synagogue of Satan. And
they hold, T

S{d. That Baptism must be dispensed by a minister of the gospel lawfully
called thereunto, Chaps. 27, sec. 4, and 28, sec. 2.

The inference seems so piain that it scarcely requires to be put in words, that
Romish priests, not being ministers ofhe gospel, but of a * Synagogue of Satan
are at best, mere laymen, and therefore cannot baptize. On this however we
shall not dwell,

To prevent misconception, it may be well at the outset to note two poins
on which all rotestarits are agreed. ST

‘1st. That the want of faith, piety, or good intention on the part of him who
administers baptism, does not destroy its validity. On no other principle could
any but the Omniscient say who are baptized. C

und. That the want. of faith or piety in those who receive baptism, either for
themselves or for their offspring, does nut destroy the validity of the ordingncs
or require itg repetition when parties come to be possessed of grace. On these
poirits” (;tll Protestant churches are fally agreed ; and we shall take them for

"granted. : : " : Co
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Standing on this undisputed ground, one class of the advoeates of tho validity
of Romish baptism maintain, that inasmuch as the want of faith, piety or good
intention on the part of the administrator or of the recipient of baptism, dpes
not invelidate the Ordinance ; nothing can destroy ©  out & corruption of the
Sacrament itself, eithdr in the clement used, or in the formula employed. Grant
the correctness of this method of solving the problem, and there can be no very
serious dispute as to the validity of Popish baptism. Romanists uso water, and
they retain the formula prescribed by Christ.  Additions are made, but no sub-
trections,  As far, therefore, as the tests in questions are concerned, tho

srformance might perhaps, in the judgment of charity, be accounted Christian
Enpt,ism. This method, however, of verifying the validity of baptism wears
the mark of the Beast. It is the natural offspring of the doctrine that
baptism is essential to salvation ; and hence Romuanists and their so-called Pro-
testant followers charitably admit both the yalidity and the efficiency of baptism
by women and laymen, aud even by Turks, Jews, Infidels, or Protestants. It is
true that they require the child to be afterwards re-baptized by the prieat, cuye
ceremongis.  ‘This however is designed as a denial not of the validity of obstelric
baptism, but only of its regularity. And they firmly believe that, should a little
one thus initiated into the Church die before the arrival of the deputy of Peter to
sign his papers, he is as truly regenerated, and gots as safe a passport to henven
Ly the midwife’s baptism, as if he had been crossed, oiled, spittled, salted and
sprinkled by any of the successors of the apostles or of their deputies. This
tKeory was born of baptismal regenzration. It came into the Church on the
bak of that dogma, and with that degma it will die. It savours so strongly. of
Babylon, that aﬁhough it is the only hypothesis upon which Drotestants can, as
wo think, consistently admit the validity of Romish baptism ; it has found little
favour among the l{eformed Churches. Calvin, indeed, has used some un-
: grounded expressions which countenance this notion ; but the great mass of the
carly Reformers based the validity of their own Romish baptisin upon the supposed
fact that the Church of Rome is a part of tha Visible Church. .
But if all that is essential to baptism is that water be applied, and the gospal
formula employed, “ by whomeoever at all, as Calvin says, it may have been
administered,” thea will not only the baptism of modern Unitarians, who forthe
most part, we believe, comply with these requisitions, be valid ; but wherever a
person bas been sprinkled with water, accompanied by the use of the baptismal
formala, be it by Mahoinetan, Mormon, Infidel, Jew o1Christian, by Church, Tem-
perance Society or Railroad Company, there we have valid Christian baptism.!
This, who can believe? Baptism has in all ages been regarded as the initiatory
Ordinance of the Christian Church, by which it recognizes its members. But
how can baptism by an open infidel, or by any person not himself in the Visible
Church, constitute the recognition of another as a member of the Church? The
administrator has no connection with the Chureh, that he should, in his own
Tight, initiate members. Ho was never authorized by the Church to act for-it,
He was not appointed by the Head of the Church to such an office, How then
can baptism by him be the recognition of another, as a member of the Visible
Church; wherein is it more valid than for a man to baptize himeelf? It was not.to
infidels, but to the church that Christ gave the command to disciple and baptize
the nations, And with the commission he gave to. his Church the promise
which secures the efficiency both of the Word preached, and of the ordinance
dispensed, “ Lio I am with you ‘always, even unto the end of the world.” . .-
The doctrine of our standards, and as we belivve of the Word of God, is-that
unto “the Visible Church, Christ hath given the ministry, oracles and ardinances
of God” Conf. chap. 25, sec. 3. Ministers are the servants of the Church for
Christ's sake; 2 Cor. iv, 5. They are the organs through which the Church

i
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dispenses the word and ordinances committed to her. According to this
view, baptism is valid wherever it is dispensed by a minister of a Church of
Christ. ~ is acts me valid, beenuse they aro acts competent to the Body
which he represents,  Ho may himself be an unbeliever or a hypocrite, but
this does not make void his baptisms. Their validity depends not on him,
but on the Church which has sent him to Laptize, to which Christ has given
tho Ordinances of God. A foreigner palming himaclf off as n native of England,
and gaining the confidence of the nation, might enter Parliament, or might cven
be sent as an ambaseador to negotiate important treaties with other Powers. Al
the ncts of such a person within his sphere, whetlier in Parliament or in foreign
Courts, would be perfectly valid, although he never was a citizen of Great Bri-
tair. To beassured of the validity of his acte, all that any foreign nation required
to know is, that he came duly accredited from the Court of St. James'. In har-
mony with our standards, we believe in like manner, that if the organization
which sends forth the minister iz a Church of Christ, bis baptisms should be
recognized ; but if the body which commissions himn is not a portion of the
Visible Church, his baptisius are no more valid than the sprinklings of a heathen,
Mahometan or Mormon—performed, it may be, in sulemn modckery of the
Ordinance of Christ. .

The solution of this whole problem, as scems to be clearly perccived by the
Writer in the last number of this Magazine, as wcll as by Dr. Tlodg», turns npoa
the answer which may be given to the question; is the present Church of Rome
part of the Visible Church? An affirmatisc response involves not only the
validity of Romish baptism, but a good deal more. It implics, 1st., that the
ordination of Romish priests is valid, inasmuch as they have been recognised as
ministers of a Christian Church ; and we are also bound to receive them in the
same way as we do the ministers of the other Churches not in close communion
with us: and 2nd., that the members of the Church of Rome must be received
by us upon the same footing as members of other branches of the Visible
Church.  Moreover, courtesy to a sister, or rather perhaps, we should say a
motker church (0! how amiable we will become!) would require that no mem-
ber of the Romish Church should be received by us, until he had applied to his
Priest for a certificate !

Wo do not wish to excite the prejudices of our readers, but we esteem it
prudent in stepping on buard a ship which is just spreading its canvass to the
favouring breeze to inquire, whither aro we sailing? lest perchance, after we
have left the port, we should read on the streaming colours of our gallant bark,
Tendimus in Latium.

The argument of this second class of the advocates of the validity of Romish
baptism, as presented in the Princeton Review, and n ore recently in the pages
of this Magazine, may be summed up as follows :

1st. The present Church of Rome is part of the Visible Church.

2nd. Her priests are consequently ministers of the Visible Church, to which

sChrist has committed the ordinances of God ; and hence

3rd. The ordinances which they alminister are vzlid, unless they have been
essentially corrupted in matter or in form, but

4th, Baptism has not been so corrupted by them, therefore Romish baptism
is valid.

It may be seen at a glance, that the staple on which this whole chain han{iﬂ
is the assertion that the present Church of Rome-is a part of the Visible Church.
If that asserticu can be made good, the argument is as strong as a chain of ads
mant, but if that gives way the whole will prove weak as a rope of sand.

The affirmation that the present Church of Rome, which most Evangelicl
Christians have been wont to regard as Antichrist, is a part of the Visiblo
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Chureh, that what thoy have ususlly esteemed ss tho Mother of Harlots,
doomed to destruction, is also the Bride, tho Laml's wife, is so startling to
Protestant enrs that it is with some degree of difficulty they can be Lrought
to listen to tho reasons which may be ngduced in support of it. It is theroforo
ovident that in these circumstances the advocates of the validity of Romish
baptism must, in any Protestant community, take the field agninst groat odds.
But fortuno favours the brave. Let us sce how they propose to conquer.
They first seck to turn nside (his prejudice which keeps guard agninst thdir
approach by n skilful distinction between the Papacy and the Church of
Rome in which it exists. Then they attempt to carry by storm conviction to
our minds by a definition of the Visible Church, which scems to coincide with
the attributes of the Church of Rome. Aund lastly, they coufirm and establish
their advantago by the reserve force of the clearly outstanding fact that thers
are true Christians within the pale of the Romish Church.

Before, however, even in the presence of such masterly tactics, giving up all
o8 lost, it may be well for us to examine a little more carefully the process by
which, as in a logical Watorloo, the comnmon convictions of modern Protestants
are to be annihilated, lest we Ue found admitting distinctions without a differ-
ence, deluding ourselves with ambignous definitions, and accepting as proof
irrelevaut. facts.

L. To disarm our prejudices, we are informed that “We must distinguish
between Antichrist and tfxe Church of God in which Antichrist exists,—in other
words between tho Papacy s a hierarchieal systein and the Christian com-
munity connected with it.”  “The man of sin, the Son of perdition is said to sit
in the temple of God,—that is to Le within the Church, but distinet from it.”
“The whoroe of the Apocalypso is a woman defiled, that is a Church apostate.”

Inreply to all this, we remark,—

1. That the distinction between the present Church of Rome and Antichrist
appears to us to be unfounded. There was once no doubt ground for such a
distinction, but it has long since disnppeared. YWhen a woman hides leaven
in three measures of meal, the leavening process goes on gradually, Ior a time
wo can properly distinguish between the fermented and the unfermented, but
after a season this can no longer be done; for the whole is leavened. Ia that
organization still called by courtesy the Church of Rome, this puint has lung since
been reached. The leaven of Pojery has leavened the whole ‘ump. The malady
has overspread tho entire organization. Not only does the plague spot appear
on the shuven pate of its hierarchy, but the whole body to ils remotest mem-
beris leprous. The time was when a distinction might have been correetly
drawn betwcen England’s Norman Rulers and their Saxon subjects who were
anxious to cast off the foreign yoke, but the man would etr egregiously who in
the present day should attempt to make the distinction of that transition period, -
now that the enthusiastic loyality of the people bas for ever effaced it.  In like
manner there was a time when within the Romish Church large masses of the
people were anxiously striving to cast off the errors and corriptions of the
Papacy, and enjoy the light ani liberty of the Gospel. That time has fled for
ever. The people have cordially accepted the Papacy with all its errors, idola-
try, corruptions, abowminations and spiritual tyranny. They would not thank
us for such distinctions. They hug their chains. They will be found to have
both more love to and a clearer understanding of the monstrous errors of their
gystem than of the truth which lies imbedded in their creeds, deep and useless,
to all but the antiquary, as the ruins of Herculaneum.

2. That all well ordereld societies must be judged of through their recognised
governments by external communities. Thus Protestart Chuiches judge of
sister organizations and of the relations which they should sustain to thdir mem-
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bers. In this way one nation deals with nnother aud with its citizens, W
are 1 .vor safo in denling with any organized Society as if it were bettor than its
avowed principles and practices. o are much moro likely to discover a wolf
in shoep's clothing than a sheep in wolfs clothing. The whole Church of
Rome as an organizod Socviety having homologated the Papacy with all its
abominations, Protestant Churches must treat its members accordingly, That
the cyo of God or even the cye of 1nan can hate and there dotect a truo beliover,
living in the midst of this corrupt society, does not chango the relations which
wo sustain to its mombers gonerally. It is a well known fact, strange as it may
appenr, that theroarein the Unitarian Churches of New;England, not a fow mem-
bars who live and dio in the full belief of the supreme divinity of tho Lord Jesus
Christ.  This, however, does not constitute thesc organizations Christian
Churches, or make their baptism valid.

3. That the fact that the man of sin is said to sit in the temple of God, no
more proves tho reality of the distinetion between the Papacy and the Church
of Rome, than the fact that, the Madonna of the Sun now sits at Rome in the
teraple of Vesta proves that that ancient goddess now has a temple and wor-
shippers in the City of tho Scven Iills. There is no usage of language moro
coromon than that which permits us cither to speak of persons or things accord-
ing to outward appeatance or profession, or to apply to them historical names,
ages after tho original signification hins ceased. ~ We call an old ruin a Temple
of Jupiter, long after it has become a habitation of jackals. And in memory of
depurted glory an organization may be called the Temple of God long after i.
hias become, as the context shows, a Synagogue of Satan. The same prin-
ciple would explain what is said in the Apocalypse of the woman on the
scarlet coloured beast, if it could be imagined that a case so well nigh self-cvi-
dent required any explication.

IL To convince our minds that the Church of Rome is a part of the visible
Church, n definition of the visible Church is given which it is maiutained is met
by the Church of Rome. A visible Church, says Dr. Hodge, as quoted in the
May number of the Presbyter, is “ An organized Socicty professing the truo re-
ligion, united for the purposes of worship and discipline, and subject to the same
form of government, and to some common tribunal.”

We accept this ambiguous definition, as, in one sense, correct, but wo den,
that, in that sense, the Church of Rome meets it. And in the sense in whic
the Papal Church does meet it, itis not an adequate definition of a visible
Church.  We maintain that the Romish Church does not hold the true religion
in the sense in which that forms an essentiai ¢lement in a visible Church. That
she holds a great deal of the true veligion in a cerlain way, we readily acknow-
ledge. She holds it very much as a thief holds stolen property, as far out of
sight as possible.

But why is the ho'ding of the true religion an essential clement of a visible
Church?  Visible Churches are those Societies into which God is wont to
gather the saved for their edification, and by which he usually carries salvation
to others, Truth, or the une religion is essential to the visible Church in the
same sense, and to the same extent as it is csscntial to salvation. DBut how
does the truth become, under Gud, effectual to salvation? How does it either
convert or sanctify # " It is not by being distorted, concealed, overlaid or ex-
plained away till its very nature is changed, and instead of pure gold thereis
given to the people only rust, and rust which eats as doth a canker. Bibles
are a means of sulvation only when read, and correet ereeds only when under-
stood. It is by being scen that truth operates. Rome keeps it out of sight.
The Bible she refuses to the body of the people, and never except under strong.
external L.ressure, when she may make a virtue of necessity, does she permit it
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to any until their minds have becono so thoroughly debanched by her sorceries
that their souls arc esteemed impervious to the light. Tho great saving t-uths
of her creeds she distorts and makes void by hor errors. 1t may bo admiited
that she holds the doctrine of the Trinity and of original sin with n very groat
frecdom from error.  Rut these great truths never saved any one.  They lie
at the basis of the gospel schemo: they form the foundation on which the
remedial system is erecled.  Roma therefore conld afford to allow them to re-
main undiatortad, but she has not sn dealt with the great facta connected with
the way of enlvation for which theso preparo the way. Thero is not one raving
trath which the Romish Church has not neutralized by her erroms, by her ex-
planations ov by her practical directions. Of what avails the atonement of Christ,
when the sinner is sent to a priost on carth for pardon, instead of to the Great
High Priest within the vail§  Of what valuo is the doctrine of the work of tho
Holy Ghost, when the sinner is taught that He is to bo obtained ouly through
bishops and their deputies, and is deluded into the belief that all the regencra-
tion he nceds or can expect was necessarily experienced by him in baptism
What becomes of the sole mediatorship of Christ, when every saint in the
Calender is made an intereessor$  And when the sinner is taught to look for
justification by faith and by works, where shall we find a foundation for that
imple and entire reliance on Christ which raves the soul ?

The grent essentinls of the gospel may bo =0 held as not to be a menns of
salvation. Truth, that it may save the soul, or be an approprinte instrument in -
the hands of the Spirit of God for tho ealvation of men, must be presented in
its proper rolations, and not turned upside down or distorted in any way which
the ingenuity of Satan can devise. istorted truths are often the most danger-
ons falschoods. And these are the fulsehoods which the Great Deceiver deliglhts
to scatter over the world for tha rin of mankind. The greatest and most de-
strnctive falschood ever uttered, * Yo shall be as Gods knowing good and evil,”
was only a truth presented out of its duc relations. It is in this way that Rome
presents the great truths of the gospel. It should be remembared that there is
such o thing as turning the “truth of God into a lie” Anl of all lies theso
are the most pernicious. And of all the sorceresses who nave practised this
black art, Rome has beer the most successful.

We delude ourselves entirely, if we imagine that there is a difference only in
degree between the erroncouvsness of the Church of Rome, and that of those
Evangelical Bodies from which we differ on the non-cssentinls of our faith,
In the teaching of Evangelical Churches truth so proponderates over error,
that the natural tendency is to lead sinners to the Saviour. In the homish rys-
tem, on the contrary, error predominates, and is the conepicuous characteristic.
Tn Bvangelical Churches the cardinal truths of the gospel are both theorati-
cally and practically kept in the foreground, so that they are continually com-
ing in contact with the hearts and consciences of men, and the Spirit has an ap-
propriate instrumentality for effecting our salvation. In the Romish systom, on
the other hand, these truths are either concealed, or distorted and turned into
soul-ruining crror; so that no man can be saved by believing what the Church
of Rome teaches. In Evangelical systems there is no element which binds the
people to receive everything which their Churches toach. The dogma of the
ifallibility of the Church which every Romanist has acknowledged binds him,
on the other hand, not only to receive every doctrine taught by his Church, but
to accept avery explanation of the same, however absurd. This no man can
doand be saved. Such as may be saved within her pale are saved not by her
teaching, but by departing therefrom.

ﬁexjefore wo conclude that, inastuch as the Rom’sh Church does not present-
fuch views of the truth of God as ard essential to salvation, it does not hold the
itree religion in the sense required by an adequate definition of a visible Church.
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IIT. In answer, however, to all this reasoning, and as in itsclf sufficient to
establish the Church standing of the Romish synagogue, there is adduced by the
advocates of the validity of Romish baptisin the clearly outstanding fact that
good Christians have lived and died, among its members.

The fact, which we joyful'y admit, we regard as irrelevant.

1. Because these Chuiistians may have been converted and edified within
her pale, yet not by her instrumentulity. Lot led a godly lifs in Sodom. Rahab
was converted in Jericho. And we have recently read of a man who was seized
with such convictions of sin in a gambling salooon as issued in his hopeful con-
versation. Aud although it is true that * where the Spirit of God is, there is
the Church of God” yet will none of these places or the communities which
they contained, ever thereby, ob’ain a name or a place in the visible Church,

2. Because the conversions which take place within the Romish Church may
all be accounted for otherwise than by the Church standing of that corrupt
organization. Light coming directly and indirectly from Protestants, Bible cir-
culation forced on by external pressure against the will of Rome, Providential
interpositions or dealings, which shake the faith of her votariesin the infallibility
of their Church, and prepare the way for their open or secret rejection of her
guidance, and the absolute Sovereignty qf Him who works with means, without
means, above means or against méans, need only to be mentioned to show that
thereis no necessity for assuming that the HolySpirit dwells in that * habitation of
devils, and hold of every foul spirit and cage of every unclean and hateful bird.”

3. Because, could it be demonstrat-d that God Las used the Church of Roms
for the conversion of sinners, it would not follow that it is a part of the visible
Church, It is one thing to use, and another to accept of an instrumentality, and
sanction it as an ordinaty means of grace. He employed an ass to instructa
prophet, devils to preach Christ, and unconverted men to proclaim the
gospel to the salvation of others. In the present day God does oceasionally use
unconverted men for the conversion of others, but he does not accept their
labours or promise to them a blessing. The Rule, is *“if the blind lead the blind
both shall fall into the ditch.” They have no part in the promise, * Lo I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the world.” Exceptional conversions ina -
corrupt organization certainly no more prove its Church standing, than oces- -
sional conversions through the instrumentality of ungodly men prove that they
are God’s ordinary means of saving sinners, All estabiished in either case is the
Sovereignty of Him who fed Elijah by the ministry of ravens, and who now
works all things after the counsel of his own will.

‘We have thus, at some length, examined the process by which the advocates
of the validity of Romish baptism seck to prove that the Ciurch of Rome isa
part of the visible Church.  We have scen that the distinetion between Antichris !
and the Church of Rome is one without a difference. We havediscovered that |
the Church of Rome does not hold the true religion in the mannerwhich is essentisl i
to a visible Church, and finally that the fact relied upon as demonstrative of |
tho Church status of the Romish community is not relevant, Aund the resul |
of the whole is, that inasmuch as the Church of Rome is not & Church of Chrit, |
priestly baptism cannot be a recognition of membership in that Church, sud ‘
converte Romanists should be baptized. i

let us dwell at Jerusalem, and Mount Calvary rather than Parnassus: lejus
never busy ourselves about many things, and neglect the good part which shal

Let no study prevent the thoughts of death; and though we visit Atheny
not be taken away from us—Hon, R. Boyle.
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PENIEL—GEnN. xxxi1. 24—382.
No. IL
THE BLESSING.

The victory was won, yet the Angel did not at once bless the patriarch.
“ Ho said unto him, what is thy name 9" This question was humbling, and
seems designed to bring his sin to remembrance. “ And he said, Jacob”—the
supplanter.  Here we are brought back to the position in which Jacob stood.
His past sin must have come back retributively upon his conscience. His very
name is sugzestive of that act for which he bad fled from Esau, and which now
made him tremble at, the prospect of a meeting with his brother. He had doubt-
less during the twenty years sincerely repented of his sin.  He had received as-
surance of the Divine forgiveness, It seems strange, therefore, ihat he should
be reminded of it at the very moment of his illustrious victory. Yet all this is
only to mark more signally the grace of God. Now, he is to receive a new
name ; & name to be had in everlasting remembrance ; a name which was to be
borne not only by the nation of which he was the tilustrious father, but by
the whole elect church of the living God, gathered out of all the tribes of earth,
throngh all succeeding ages. “ And he said thy name shall be called no more
Jacob, but Israei ; for as a prince hast thou power with God and with man and
hinst prevailed.” True, God had given him that power, but it was none the less
true that he had prevailed, because the power by which he had held fast was the
gift of God. Hero we see why the covenant Angel wrestled with Jacob. It was
not to cast him down and take away the little strength he had. It was to estab-
lish and strengthen him, to draw forth and increase his power.  Painful as the
experience was through which he had passed, it was all ordered in love, and the
consequences thereof were eminently gracious. So is it ever with the Christian,
He may for a time be brought into a horror of great darkness ; there may be a
struggle in tbe very depths of his being like the passing through the valley of
the shadow of death ; he may be distracted and full of fear ; in the presence of
the Iloly One, he may feel his very scr! shrink and shrivel up—yet through
grace is he enabled to keep fast hold o1’ .he Angel of the Covenant ; and in every
conflict is his faith strengthened and hisearnestness deepened, until by faith and
prager he prevail at length., Then a glad deliverance comes, the clonds are
rolled from his heart and from his destiny, and he walks again in the undimmed
and glorious light of God’s countenance.

With men too Israel had prevailed. In prevailing with God, he had necessarily
and certainly prevailed with men ; the one was the pledge of the other, Either
the meeting with Esau would be averted ; or the anger of Esau turned away,
sud the dreaded interview prove one of peace and love ; or at the very worst
Isracl would meeg him in that strength that always gives victory. He has only
now to stand still and see ihe salvation of God. We see at once that Israel no
longer fears to meet Esau. Personal danger is;no longer his absorbing thought.
He continues his petition, but there is uo trace in it of any anxiety as to how he
shall get through the morrow. e knowswell that a brother offended is harder
1o win than a fenced city. But be has the assurance that Esau is already won,
Hfor God has undertaken for him, Hence in that most solemn moment of his ex-
stence, his prayer is, “ Tell me, I pray thee thy name.” He would know more
of that being who had wrestled with him till the dawn of day, and from whom
he is now about to part. But the answer is, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask
after my name #”  This does not seem to us, as though the Angel would hide
Bimself from Israel. and shroud his character in mystery. But rather it seems.
tpeken in the way of gentle rebuke ; as though he said, ¢ Thou hast felt my pre~
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sence, thou hast heard my voice, thou hast experiencéd my power, and yet hast
thou not known me ¢ If reminds us of what He said, long ages after this, to one
of his disciples. In the new uame which be had received the MaN was revealed :
Tstael, the prince of God. Whorefore then should he ask after His name? God
does reveal ITimself in his name ; but far more ¢learly in the experience of com-
munion with him. It is one thing to know the name of Geod, to know God
Himself is quite another thing. This lust had been vouchsafed 1o Isracl: he
knew God as giving him strength in weakness, and victory in trial.  He who had
‘wrestled with Tsrael was the same glorious one who afterwards revealed Himself
saying, “Iam the resurrection and the life”; to know Him is life Eternal. Tis
name is LOVE : the highest blessedness of lifo is dovotedness to Him.

It is added, “ And he blessed him there.”  Jehovah blessed the earnest suppli-
ant, and in the deep and spiritual experience of that blessing he went forth no
longer the supplanter, but the Priace—a more leal and ecarnest, and & braver
man. Ie has a new spirit as well as a new name.  'We doubt not but that lon
before this Jacob was a child of God—wiat took place at Bethel is proof enoug
of this. DBut up to this time he retaincd much of his natural character, and we
are pained to find him if not untrue, at legst only half-sincerc, and consequently
timid and weak But from this time nearly all traces of this natural timidity
and proneness to resort to stratagem, rather than to meet difficulties and
charges manfully, disappear, and Israel is a more unselfish and altogether a truer
man, Thoroughly honest now, he goes furth to meet his impetuous brother; no
longer shrinking like a coward, but with the light of holy courage, as well as of
true affection beaming in his eye. The brothers meat, they fall on cach otber’s
necks and weep, and in that brotherly embrace Israel is the prince who prevails
by love. What though.he goes from Penicl in helplessness and weakness
halting on his thigh ; Lis weakness is strength, for iu God he hath righteousness
and strength :

“ Contented now, upon my thigh
1 halt, till life’s short journey end ;
All helplessness, all weakness, I
Onu Thee alone for strength depend.”

THE APPLICATION.

We need to hold communion with God “alone.” Precious and im jortaut as
social worship is, it can never take the place of the closet. Nay more ; social
worship itself is but a lifeless form to the man who lives in the neglect of secret
prayer. In the solitude of the closet, when the door is shut, we attain to a trus
sense of our weakness ; and yet this is not that crushing and terrible feeling
that seizes the man, who after having long battled in self reliance, finds that in
the very crisis of the life-battle his arm has failed. The praying soul is alone;
and yet not alone, for his God is with him. He needs more than an arm of flesh
to lean upon, but in God he hath strength. In communion with God he receives,
out of the Divine fulness, grace for grace and strengith for strength, Such wealy,
ness is real strength.. All Scripture and experience join in assuring us that 1
order to our work and warfare, in order to the vigour and enjoyment of the Chris-,
tian life, it is indispensable that we be much in secret prayer. a

Let us ot be discourazed when prayer is not immediately answered. ~Somé-
times we are left to struggle in the dark, in silence and alone. Infellectual diff-
culties press upon us for solution—the windows of the soul are darkeéned—our
gouls are atbirst for Godl, yet depression unaccountable and irresistible presses
upon our spirits. We know and believe that there is a sun 5 but it is beblpg 8
«cloud so thick and impenetrable that no single ray rcaches us, and dark cold
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night is around us. Inthe soul-struggle that ensues, God, wrestles with us, Our
pfafers seem to us unansv.ered. How then shall a man contend with God ?
But is not the case of Jacob illustrative of a great general p.inciple in God’s
dealings with Ilis people? He weakens their strength by the way. They are
made to feel their own utter impotency, bul it is only that they mayy when in the
dapths of weaknéss and distress, be led to feel the Divine energy of their living
Head. The recorded experiences of David in many of the Psalms are illustrar
tions of this, Paul too knew the infensity of this conflict of spirit, this
wrestling of God with him, when he besought the Lord thrice that the thorn
in the flesh might depart from him ; and in his ease too the crushing trial was
followed by a most illustrious victory. And so still, out of weakness God’s
people are made strong. God sometimes so shuts up the soul, that there seams
to be no advance from before and no retreat from behind—then He so weakens
the spirit that it seems to be incapacitated for further stru%{gle,- and can neither
stand nor go 3 but it is in that very moment of mortal weakness that He enables
His servant with the triumph of faith to take hol . of some covenant promise, to
believe against hope, and then the power of Christ is made to rest upon him. Nay
more, his strength is in exact proportion to his weakness. ¢ When I am weak then
T'am strong.” The time of our sorest trial is the occasion of the Lord magnify-
ing His grace in' us. Most gladly therefore may we glory in our infirmities,
when we arc enabled to say, *“The Lord Jehovah is my strength aud my song,
He also is become my salvation,” C ‘

Let us learn the power of faith. As Jacob clung to the very hand that seemed
put forth only to cast him down, so faith cleaves; to God in the darkest and
stormiest hours, Faith trusts on, even when no answer is vouchsafed, yea when
God secms to be hiding His face from us, It is easy to t{:lsc when the sun
shines, and all is well with us. Faith triumphs in the dark and stormy day.
8o with the Syrophenician woman, Christ answered her not a word, still she
cried to him, * The disciples said, * Send ber away away,” but clung the closer.
At length the Lord spoke to her, but it was-as though he too would cast her
oft. ‘I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel” But she
cast herself at His feet, and cried “ Lord help me” Again he seemed to deny
her, 1t isnot meet to take the children’s bread and cast it to the dogs.” Surely
this will prove too much for her faith ; no, her faith rises with the emargeney.
Thankfully will she take the crumbs that fall from the table, the dog’s portion-
will suffice for her. This was the victory. Our Lord no longer denies the bless-
ing sought. Such is ever faith’s triumph. As the Lord put Himself in
Jacob's power when he said, “ Let me go,” so still he puts himself, as it were,
in the petitioner’s power in the exceeding great and precious promises, What
power does this give to the prayer of faith! *“If we ask any thing according to
His will, Ile heareth us.”

THE EXPECTED UNION.

“Union is the question of the day with the Presbyterian Church of Canada and
the United Presbyterian Church. Heartily in fuvour of this union as we are, we
count it a duty to offer the following observations, with a view to remove certain
mistakes that are afloat regarding the terms on which it may be accomplished,

Cluistian forbearance is urged as the only possible ground ou which the union
can be consummated. This we believe; but the question 1emains, How far
shall this forbearance go? Shall it extend to every possible opinion as to the
civil magistrate’s duty ; or shall a recognition of that duty, to a certain extent,
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be required # To find an answer satisfactory to both parties has been the work
of the Committees ; whether they have successfully accomplished their task
remains to be seon. .

In the first minute, besides the assertion of the Spiritual Independence of the
Church and Liberty of Conscience, we find a recognition of the duty of the ma-
gistrate, in the dischargo of his official duty, to obey God's revea'ed will,
Doubts, however, being entertained whether an agreement would be found in
the practical application of the principle thus recognised, the Committees next
considered the application of the principle to the observance of the Sabbath;
Endowments ; the use of the Bible in the Common Schonls; and the observ.
ance of days of Public Humiliation and Thanksgiving. They then found that
on all these points there is either an agreement, or a readiness to forbear, suffi
cient to ensure constitutional unity of action in the Church. Other points of
detail were considered by the Committees, who were at length led to express
their conviction that nothing stands in the way of a union, and they agreed to
recommend accordingly.

Now, it is evident that the Presbyterian Church of Canada could not consent
to such union if the wkhole question of the duty of the civil magistrate wore to
be made a matter of forbearance, that being in her view to abate from the full
profession of revealed truth ; but it is as evident that she can unite if the prin-
ciple contained in the first minute and the applications of it in subsequent mi-
nutes be agrced to.  No one on the United Presbyterian side asks forbearance
to the extent of ignoring or tolerating a denial of these; they can go as far as
they are asked to go in that dircction ; and hence union is practicable.

Do we ask Theoretical agreement? No; no further than to recognise the
above principle. Do we ask all to maintain the practical issues by the same
reasons and no other? No. It is enough to agree in thesc issues. Do wé re-
q;llire oneness of sentiment on every minute point of detail 2 Noj we believe
there may be a cordisl union and harmonious co-operation with minor d ffer-
ences in sentiment, We are satisfied that the forbearance asked from the Pres-
byterian Church is not greater than inay be conscientiously conveded to brethren;
and the United Presbyterians, we hope, will not find the ground of forbearanco
s0 narrowed that they bave not standing room.

Such, then, is the present position of the question. Common ground has been
found, viz.,, FORBEARANCE as to the duty of the civil magistrate to @ DEFINED
EXTENT. And it is on this ground that the Committees recommend union.

‘We are deeply and solemnly impressed with the imperative duty of accom-
plishing the union, We feel that a state of severance is not justifiable. Surely
great will be the responsibility of the man who, in either Synod. may be
found directly or indirectly opposing the union, or even manifesting indiffercuce
about it. The interests of Presbyterianism, nay of the Church of Christ, are
deeply concerned ; and it becomes every one to think well before he castsa
stumbling-block in the way, or gathers agam the scattered fragmen's of misre-
presentation and embittered feeling to build up a wall of partition between two
parts of Christ’s spiritual building, which rest on the same foundations,

Sooner or later these Synods shall be one Church ; and we will patiently wait
ﬁn the Lord till IIc make of the two one stick in the hand of the Great Shep-

erd,
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THE SACRIFICE OF THE MASS.

# This do in remembranco of me.” Luke xxil. 19.

The sacrifice of the Mnsa is the most itnportant part of the service of the
Church of Rome, and is offored daily in her Churches. Some suppose that
the word Mass isderived from the Hebrew Missacir, which signifies a voluntary
oblation; but it is wmore probable that it is derived from the Latin Missa, in
allusion to the dismissionof Catechumens and others, wlio were not permitted
in ancient times, to be present at that service.* fta missa est—thus the Con-

ration is dismissed,” eaid the officiating minister, and the gemeral congrega-
tion withdrew. The term thus employed was used, in process of time, to
desiznate the service about to be performed : it was called Missa, the Mass.

The sacrifice of the Mass is inseparably connected with the doctrine of Tran-
substantintion, and founded upon it. Romanists believe that the consecrated
wafer i8 re.lly changed into the body and blood, the soul and divinity-of the
Lord Jesus, They regard it, as really the Lamb that was slain,—the propitia-
tory victim,—(%ostia, the host,)—that was offered up on Calvary. Heunee they
elevate the host, or victim, that it may be seen and worshipped by the people.
And hence, having Christ really before them, as they suppose, they offer
him up afresh, or repeat the sacrifice of him in the Mass; and imagine thay
the Mass is & true, propitiatory sacrifice for the living and the dead, and
equally meritorious with that which was offered up on the cross of Calvary.
They believe that the Mass is something much more than a spiritval com-
munion with Christ, or a commemoration of his death upon the cros, and
curse those, who say that what is to be offered is nothing elso than giving
Christ to us to eat.} .

The original ides of a sacrament is in a great measure lost in that of a
saerifice ; and the sacrifice of the Mass has ceased to be generally regarded as
2 commemorative festival, and an orlinance in which Christians hold spiritual
communion with the Saviour, and with one another. At the sacrifice of the
Mass, it is not necessary that there should be a single communicant present, to
whom the Sacrament is administered ; it is held enough that the officiating
priest himself communicate sacramentally. And the supposed sacrifice, thus
offered up, is-believed to be efficacions for many things, for the living and the
dead, for sins, punishments, catisfactions, and other necessities,

In general, Romanism is a well considered scheme, presenting an awful con-
sistency in error, but in some respects, it betrays a childish inconsistency ;
and perhaps in nothing more than the idea, that Masses may be offered up in
honor of the saints, to procure their intercession for us with God. Monstrous
idea! blasphemons absurdity !—that the eternal God should himself bs offered
up in sactifice, in honor of men, however holy; that they may be induced to
intercede with himself, in behalf of mortals, We are afraid that much of the’
inconsistercy and pertinacity in error of the Church of Rome, in regard to this
subject, arises from the fact, that the saying of Masses is a prolific source of
tevenue to the Church. The saying of a Mass costs a certain sum, and' the
greater the number of purposes for which Masses are thought to be serviceable,
the more lucrative the tiaffic in them Lecomes, Romanists belicve that;in the
Mass, the sacrifice of Christ is repeated, and many Protestants will perhaps, in
one sense, be disposed 10 admit this, for there is such athing as crucifying the'
Son of God afresh.

* Elliot, { Council of Trent. Canon. 1.
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Roman Catholics appeal to several passages of Scripture, in support of
their views with regard to the doctrine of the Mass; but the words at the
head of this article seem to be the stronghold on which they mainly rely,
They believe that by the words—* This do in remembrance of me,” or, as they
translate them, “ Do this for a commemoration of me,” Christ constituted kis
apostles priests, and ordained that they, and their successors, should offer his
body and blood up in sacrifice. Thus'in one of the Canons of the Council of
Trent, it is said, “If any one shall say; that by these words, * Do this fora
commemoration of me !’ Christ did not appoint his apostles pricsts, or did not
ordain that they, and other priests should offer his body and blood; let him be
accursed.”

The words in question contain no such appointment. They are simply a
command to doa certain thing as a memorial of Christ; or as Romanists
themselves express it, * for a commemoration of him.” They confer no com-
mission, they do not designate to any office. It was not till after Christ's
resurrection, on the occasion of his first 2ppearing to the disciples, as they were
assembled on the evening of the first day of the week, with closed doors for
fear of the Jews, that he said to them the second time * Peace be unto you':
as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. And when he had said this,
he breathed on them, and saith unto them—Receive ye the Holy Ghost, whose-
soever sins, ye remit, they are remitted unto them, and whosesoever sins yo
retain, they are retained.” These words, we think, contain the appointment of

. the apostles to their sacred office, as rulers of Christ’s Church, and ministers of
the New Testament. The Old Testament Economy did not pass away till
Christ, by the one all sufficient sacrifice of himself, abolished all typical sacri-
fices. After rising from the dead, he took possession of his mediatorial king-
dom ; and one of his first official acts, as the glorified King and Head of his
Church, seems to have been the formal appeintment of the Apostles to their
sacred office. Whilst Christ was with them on earth, they were highly privi-
leged, greatly honored; but, during all the period, they may be regarded
merely as students, and it was not till after his resurrection, that they wers
invested with the ministerial office, and commissioned to baptize, preach, and
exercise discipline in the Christian Church. If this view be correct, then it.is
clear that the Apostles were laymen merely, at the time of the institution of
the Lord’s Supper. They wera his chosen friends, members of his family, who,
as such, met with him to cclebrate the passover; and it was while they were
engaged in this act, that Jesus instituted the sacrament of the Supper. The
Aposiles therefore, on this occasion, are to be regarded as representatives not of
ministers of the gospel merely, but of the friends of Jesus generally. And,
thercfore, the command * This do in remembrance of me,” being addressed to
all t:e friends of Jesus, present on that occasion, may be regarded as a com-
mand addressed to all the friends of Jesus in every age, and binding upon
them till he come the second time without sin into salvation. If Christ had
meant the priestly office to continue and to disinherit the family of
Aayon, it is but reasonable to expect, that he would have spoken out plaicly
in reference to this matter; but he makes no allusion to the subject of
a change in the priesthood. Again, had Christ meant to appoint the Apostles
to the priestly office, at the time of the institution of the Sacrament of the
Lotd’s Supper, it is reasonable to suppose, that he would have employed lan-
guage suitable to the occasion; and would not have allowed a matter of such
importance to remain in uncertainty ; but these words—* This do in remem-
brance of me”-—contain no allusion to the priesthood. Again, with the sacri-
ficé of Christ, all sacrifices terminated, because, by the one sacrifice of himself
he “perfected forever them that are sanctified.” All the sacrifices that had
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been offered up, froth the beginning, were typical of ‘the great sacrifice, which
was tu be offered up once for all on Calvary, and when that une sacrifice Wiis
offereld up, and accepted by God, as an all-snficient atonement for sin, tlig
repetiti n of saerifices is not only unneres-ary, but unluwful, reflecting as it
does dishonor on Christ, as 1f his sacrifice were not sufficient § sacrifices, thero-
fore, huving ceused, the office of priest of’ necessity ceased also. Among ths
variows offives of the Now Testament Chureh, which are sv particularly enurers
ated, that of priest is not once mentioned. ‘V.V\- «'on'vlude, therefore, with the
most positive cert inty that the words,—* This do in remembrance of me,”
have norhing to do with appointment to the priestly Oﬁ‘jve, and that it is an’
outrage on the principles not only of sound interpretation but of common
sense, 10 npply them in auch 1 munuer. . o

But further, it is coneluded by Roman Cutholics, that the thing whicli Christ
comman-led his Aposths to do, at the time when he instituted the Sacranient
of the Suj per, was, that they shoult offer up to God, as a propitiatory sacritice
for the living and the dead, the Pody and blood, the soul and divimty of the
Lord Jesus, und v the species of bread aud wine; “This do, said « hvist, i
remembrauce of me  Now the ques ion is—What were they to.du 2 R inan
Cathe lics allege that they were to do what Christ. had done, 2. e a-k a biessing
gpon the bread, and break i, or as they interpret it, “consecrate the briad
and broak it lu these words they contend, that they were commaniled to
offer up Clyist himself as a propitintory sacr-fice for the living amd the dend.
That, neeording to their view, was what Christ avtually did, in the upper room
at Jeris alem, on the night previous to his erucifixion, for they allege that the
Apostl ¢ wire commanded to do just what ‘He had done.’ But if this was the
e, it he really offercd bimselt up. as a propitmtory *acrifice, on the n'ght pros
vious to his cruvifixion, what was the ueed of his sutfering on the cross, when
the «ac ifive had Leen offered up befure? ) B

That Cur's: didl not, in the Sacrament of the Supper, offer up a propitiatory
saeiifice fur sin, ix evident from the fact, that no bleol was thers on that oceas
sion, that no living vietim was then offered up, aud suffered unto death, to give
siisfaction to otfended justice.  There was simply the breaking ol bread, and
the pouring out of wine, and the distribution of these among the disci les, with'
the eating and dfiuking.f them on their part.  Sacramental and symbuolical
et~ these certainly were, but there was no vblation, and no shedding of blood.
But we are distinetly told that, “ withont shed-ting of blood there is no remis-,
sim” of i It is pla'n, thevefore, that there was no sacrifice at the Sacrament,
of the Supper as fusti uted by Cirist biaselfy and therefore there can be no
saorifice at he repetition of it, when the disciples are commanded to do siily
what Je~us had done. . o

It s been a'ready shown, and it must be clear to any one who reflects upon,
the subject, that the doctrine of the Mass is founded on that of transubstuntias
tion. It nsswmes that the bread and wine have be-n really changey, 5o 48 tor
become the very bady and blool, the soul an! divinity of thc:f’lfmr(l'Jetslis;‘,-a’_x‘nf‘~
therefore it we can demolish the dotrine of ‘transulstantiation, the foundiat f»xb
on whi b that of the Mass res's, is swept away, and’ down it must inevitib iy
Bl But even it the duutrine of traus bstan ia'ion could b establishc d, ihas,
of the Mass woull not necessarily follow.  Eveu it we were to adant that the,
change supposed in transubstantiation takes place, we should Be almost, .us, far.
sover frm proving that a sacrfice takes place in the Mass. A propitisitery,
facrifice, a8 we have seen, implies of necessity the sliedding ot blood, but in ihe,
Sacrament of $1e Supper there is no sheddmg of blvo.l, iud Rimiaiiists do Bot;
Preteand-th it there i, for they temn. it an *untluoily sacrifice;® we haye ,‘;ihgi'&_
therefore, the most satisfuctory evidence thiat it isno-sarifise ut “all,” But'fir

: B

LR
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ther, the idea of the ropatition of the sacrifice of Christ is not only dishonoring
to our great [Jigh Pricst, innsmuch as it detricts from the completencss of his
finished work, but it ruws in direct opposition to the plainest statements of
Scripture. “ For Christ is not entered into the holy places male with hands,”
rays Paul (Heb. ix. 24-28,) * which ave the figures of the true; but into heaven
itself now to appenr in the presence of God for us: nor yet that he should offer
himself oriEN, as the high priest entered iuto the holy plave every year, with
blood of others; (for then must he often have sutlered, stnce the foundation of
the world,) but now once, in the end of the world, hath he appeared, to put
away sin by the sacrifice of himself.  And as it is appointed unto men once to
die, but afier this 1he judgment : so Christ was oncE offered to bear the sins of
many.” The frequent repetition ot the Old Testament sacrifices is mentioned
by Paul, as an evidence of their imperfection ; and, in this respect, he contrasts
them with tho sacrifice of Christ, which, just because of its completeness, and
petfect efficacy, never required to be repeated.  Hence he says—* Wo are
sanctified, through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ, once for all.  And
every priest stanu.‘h daily ministering, and offering ofientimes the same sacri-
fices, which can never take away sins: Byt this man, after ho had offered one
sacrifice for sins, for ever sat down oun the right hand of God; trom henceforth
expecting till his enemics be made his footstool, for by one effering he hath
pertected forever them that are sanctified.”  (ILeb. x. 10-14.) A liule further
on he adds—* An1 their sins and iniquities will I rcmember no more. Now,
where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin”  (Ileb. x. 17,18)
These passages are so plain, that they need no exposition, and so decisive, that
they who advocate the sacrifice of the mass, do 1t in direct opposition to the
plainest statements of the inspired Word of God. IHence the opposition on the
patt of the Church of Rome, to the perusal of the Bible by the people, aware
as they are, that its statements are in direct oppusition to some of their most
lacrative ordinances.

We are aware of only two other passages, to which Romanists are in the
habit of appealing, in support of their sacrifics of the Mass. The first of these
is the well known text (Genesis xiv. 18) where we have an account of
Melchizedek, when he went forth to meet Abraham, returning in triumph
from the conquest of Chederlavmer, and the allicd kings, carrying forth breal
and wine. Itis impossible to sec any legitimate connexion between this cir-
cumstance and the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  There is n» evidence that
there was anything sacrificial, or even sacramental, intended by the bread and
wine on this occasion. It is more probable, that it was meant to refresh
Abraham 20d his friends. But even if the bread was employed, in some sym-
bolical, religious act, this had nothing to do with the Sacrament of the Lord's
Supper; and the pressing of such a text into this service by the Romat
Catholics, shows the desperate shifts to which they are put, to get some serip-
ture text, that has even a remote, outside appearance of countenancing their views
The other passage to which Romanists appeal, in support of the doctrine of
the Mass, is that contained in Malachi i. 11 “ For from the rising of the sun,
even unto the going down of the same, my name shall be great among the Gen-
tiles; and in every place incense shall be offered unto my name, and a purs
offering.” No doubt this vefers to gospel times, and just predicts the spiritusl
sarifices of praise and prayer which would everywhere Le offered to the Lord.
Thus David uses the very same figures, as descriptive of the offerings of praise
and prayer, “ Let my prayer be set forth before thes as incense, and the lifting
up of my hands ag the evening sacrifice.”” This shows that it is no arbitrary
interprettion which we put upon this passage, when we explain the incense and
the pure offering ¢ .uken of, as referring to the pure spivitual worship which
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would ba presented to God during the Christian dispensation. In this figura:
tive sense, prayer may with propriety be termed a sacrifice ; and so the dovoteds
life of an earnest Christian, consecrating himself to God’s service, may bo regardeds
as a continuous act of sacrifice. Thus Paul exhorts the Roman Christinns tor
present their ¢ bodies a living sacrifice, lolv, acceptable unto God, whick is your
rensonable service.” In this sense, the Lord’s Supper has been termed 2 com-
memorative sacrifice; and we do not object to the use of the term in this figura-
t've sense, any moro than we do to its being applied to the oxercises of praise:
and prayer. DBut the pretence of the Roman Cathulics, that the Sacrament oft
the Lord’'s Supper is a ven] propitiatory sacrifice for the living aud the dead, and
capable also of procuring the blessings or averting the evils of life —this is an
ontrage upon common sense—a blasphemous perversion of one of the most so-
lemn ordinances of the Church of Christ, which can only be Lelieved cither by
the grossly ignovant or by those who are already intoxicated with the wine of
Baliylon's idulatry.

Wechave seen that the command contained in the words, “This do in re-
membrance of me,” was addressed to the Apostles, not as officebeniers of the
Church, for the Church of Chri~t was not then constituted or organised, but as
fiiends and followers of the Lord Jesus; so that what he said to them, on this'
occaston, may be regarded as addressed to all bis disciples, in all lands, in all
ages.  And that this is the case is evident from the fast thar the words were so
uaderstood by the primitive Christians, and the practice founded upon them
sanctioned by the Apostle Paul, who reproves the Corinthians, not for partakin
of the Lord’s Supper, but for certain improprieties of which they were guilty’
in counesion with it. It is admitted by Roman Catholics, that the duty of cele-«
Urating the Lord’s Supper is incumbent on all Christians, upon the people, as
wll as the ministers; but there is no other warrant for this than what is

" contained in the words, *This do in remembrance of me,” so that the practice:

of the Roman Catholic Church coutradicts its theory,—n practice established*
fom the beginning, and cousequently before the introduction of ruinod
errors, But wEl:mt do the words, “ This do in remembrance of me,” refer to,—t:)
the action of Christin asking a blessing and breaking the bread, or to the action
of the disciples in taking and eating :t? Undoubtedly the words refer to the
ation of the disciples. * This do,” refers to what disciples were to do, not tot
what Christ had done. This appears more plaiuly from the account of the,
agtitution of the ordinance, as given by 8t. Paul, (1 Cor. xi,, 24-26): “ And
shen he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, ‘Take, eat, this is my body,,
which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me’” Here, from the,
psition of the words, “Take, eat,” it is plain tha" the expression, * This do,”
refirs to them ; that is, to the taking and eating, on the part of the disciples,
This view is confirmed by the 26th verse, “For as often as ye eat this bread,
and driuk this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he come.”” The thing which’
they were to do, was to be done in remembrance of Christ; and here it is said,’
that, by eating this bread, and drinking this cup, they did that very thing:
they showed the Lord's death. -
It appears to us certain that the words, “This do,” refer not to the action of*
Christ, in asking a blessing upon the elements, and breaking the bread, and’
pouring out the wine, but to the action of the disciples in taking them, and eat-
Ing and drinking them ; and consequently, the only thing in the shape of an,
gument for interpretin®s the words, as if they conferréd special pewer upon the
Hestles, is utterly swept away. ' g
Itis rather a remarkable circumstance that Bishop Stillingflect, in his valu-
able little work on the doctrines and practices of the Church of Rome, misup-j- .
Prehenda the meaning of the words, * This do,” and refers them, with the Ro<'
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manists, to the nction of Christ. 1lis words are: * Christ indzed did bid them
do tho snme thing ha had then done in his last supper; but did he then offer
up himself or not?'  In his notes on Biillingflest, Dr. Conningham Jovs not
notice this blunder—a circnmstance which makes us regret all the more that he
has not written an inlependent work on the subject, Cunningham’s Notes on
Bti.lingfleet we consider by fur the ablest sketches that have ever been written
on the Popish Controversy, particularly in its modern aspects; and we feel that
we cannot do a greater service to our readers than recommend them to procurs
and peruse that masterly production, 2

KNOX COLLEGE—ACT OF INCORPORATION,

The subject of putting the Cnllr%e property under Trust has now been beforo
the Church and Synod lor several years, It has been frequently discussel at
length.  Several Commuttees have been appointed to consider it matnrely and
to take legal advice concetnirs, i, We have not been 1ash in this matier.
Fully aware of its impurtance to futwme generations, onr desire has been to
weigh the whole subject cardfully in the light of past history and exp ricnco,
and 10 devise such a settlement of the property as would so far as we could see,
secure it to the principles of our Chureh, aud guard us from unuecessary or ine
proper interference by the civil cour 8.

In the year 1853, the Synod resolveld to secure “the property to the pring:
ples of our Church as at present defined in the Stundards of this body, the
property to be held by Trustees eleited annually by the Synod.”” A C mmt.
2e0 wis accordingly appoinied to obtain a Deed in terms of the motion wid 1o
zeport 1o the neat Synud or to a meeting 10 be specially called. In 1856 o
Committee reported and brought up part’culars ot a D att Trust Deed—but in
80 incomplete a form that the Synod could come t1 no devision regarding them,
After ma ure consideration, the whole sulject of frammg a D el for the Coller
property, was remited to_another Cowm t ee, with instructions to take legal
gdvice and to prepate a Deed binding the property *to the principles of tus
Church.”

ln accordance with this remit the Cummittee took the best legal alvicein
both Provinces on the subject. and were informed that no existing law permit
ted a Lody constituted like the Synodto ho'd propeity or to put propeity umler
trus:, and that the ony way in which the objeuts of the Synml could be attained
was by an * Act of Inco.poration,” in which the Synod’s power over the Collg
would te secmred and the propeity would be tied to the recognised principe
or Standards of vur Church,

Acting on this advice the Committee drew up a Draft Act of Incorporation
which was sent, prior the meetiug of last Synod, to every minister aud
many of the elders of our Church. This Draft was alo repoited to the
Synod ; every clause of it was car fully discus-ed and several amendmentsie
troduced into it, and finally afier matwe deliberation and with all the light

which could be got to guide us, the whole * Act” as amended was passed ands
Commitice appoin‘ed “to take steps for having it bioyght befo.e the Legisle
ture” At a subsequent aict the Synod appoiute ! tweun.y-four Trustees in term
of the Drafi Act cight of whom were miuist rs anil sixteen Inymen. )

The Comuittee acio.dingly took the usual steps necessary to bring the Bl
before the Leglatwe, In the meantime that there might be no mistake the
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Convenor wrote ‘o tho partier appointed Trustees who wero net present at the
Srnnd, requesting written permission {0 insert their names in the Trust, Ong
or two of these gentl men declined und the Committee using a discretion un-
aveidable in the circumstances obtained the consent of others to take their
plices.  From one gentleman only the Convenor did not receive any rc?ly to
his commmnication; but from previous conver-ations on the subject with him
he wae 1 d to snppnse that his rilence might be interpreted as consent j subse-
nent developements, however, have shown that this inference was not corrects

The Bill was finally introduced into Parliament, and having been read a first
and second time, was sent to the Committeo on private Bills. ~ Up to this stage
of the proveedings not a whisper of opposition was heard.  Ilopes were accord-
jnzlv entertained that the Act would be passed through both chambers of the
Legislature without opposition, and receive the Royal assent before the meeting
of the Synod in June, 1858,

In this expectation the promoters of the Bill have been disappointed. At
the first m -cting of the “ Private B3ill Committee™ 8 member of Parliamnt con-
nected witl our Church entered o serious objection to what was considered by
its premote. s to be the very principle of the Bill.  'With due consideration for
the intevests of parties concerned, & delay of a few days was giranied by the
Commit ec for its consideration. In the meantime enquiry was made by mem-
bers of the Synod’s Committee as to the grounds of thy oppo-ition now raised
against the most important clause of the “ Aet” It was cousidered that every
eare had been taken to prepare the Bill with & due regard to the well-founded:
antipathies of the Protestants of this country to ecclesiastical incorporations.
In the matter of real estate we had limited ourelves to the holding of only so
much a8 was necessary for College buildings and grounds, aud in the event of
onr olitaining bequests of real estate we were willing to bind ourselves to
slienate or dispose of them within three years under the penalty of forfeiture.
To avaid besides the possibility of taking advantaze of death-bed bequests we
were willing to regard those bequests only as legal which hud been mado six
months before the death of the party bejueathir 3. These provisions it was
conceived wounld effectually guard us from the allegarion of giving any sanction
to the objectionable corporate powers claimed by Popish institutions. '

It appears, however, that many of onr friends in the House, detected in our
“Act” a clause which they deem highly objectionable, and the passing of whick
they determined to oppose both in Committee, and on the third reading in the
Huuse, The secoud clause is that to which they objected and is as follows :—

The principles and doctrines to be taught in the said College by the professors and
tutors, or other persons who shall, from time to time, and at all times hereafter he em-
ployed or appointed in giving instruction in said College, shall be such and such only
ssare consistent with the # Confession ot Faith;" ¢ The larger and shorter Catechisms,”
and “The Form of Church Government,” all of which are called *The Westminster
Standards ;" Frovided always, that the said ¢ Confession of Faith” be understood and
tsken with the explanatory note thereto agreed upon by the Synod of the Presbyterian
Chureh of Canada, met at Toronto in the year of our Lord, 1854; Provided also, that
i the said Westminster Standards be taken and understood, together with such other ox

further directions and rules as to Church government, discipline or worship, as may
fram time to 1ime be prescribed or ordained by the Synod of the said Presybterinn
Charch of Canada, and that such directions and rules be duly recorded in the Minute
Baok of the said Synod, and signed by the Moderator and Clerk for the time being of
such Synod ; Provided also, that in case of difference of opinion in regard to the true
Beaning of the said principles, doctrines, standards, directiors, and rules, or any or
tither of them, the same shall bo taken and deemed to be in accordance with the inter-
Pretation thereof respectively by the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada at a
tgular meeting thereof, of all which directions, rules, or interpretations, a copy certit
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fled by tho Moderator and Clork of tho snid Synod for tho time being shall bo sufficiont
avidence.

It wne objected that in this clanse wo were asking legislative sanction to

teach and to confirm our principles—that wo were putting it in the power of
the Legislature to alter our principles at any time; for the powor that enacts can
dis-enact.  How would we like, it was asked, to pass a Bill in which for similar
purposes the doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church wore introduced? The
‘objectors alleged that the ends which we aimed at conld be gained by another
method than that proposed by ue.  After mature reflection the member. of the
Bynod’s Comimittes presert in Toronto, judged that there was no inp:opriety
in this clause, all that it contnined being in their judgment nothing more than
s declaration of our principles, which wo did not ask powers to teach but to
which we arked the Legislature to do that which we could not do for oursclves,
namely, to bind the College property to them. This we belioved couldd not by
done in any other way than by an Act of Li.orporation in which such & clause as
this should be introduced. Tho object of specifying the Standards as they arcin
this clauso with the provisoes which it:icontains was to guard us as much a
possible from the interference of the civil Courts in the event of any disputs
about the property. According to this clause it will be obvious that any
enquiry which a civil Court could malke into our principles would be limited t
8 sumple matter of fact—to the avowed principles of the Church as defined in
its recognised and specificd Standards.  On this view of the case the promoters
of the Bill, deeming that this clause was an essentinl part of it resolved
to defend it in Committec. They did so and it was carried. The whols
Bill also was passed in Committee with only such amendments as the promo
ters themselves proposed, or consented to.

On the day following this event a short editorial article appeared in the To-
ronto Daily Globe entitled, “ A Singular Scene.” 1t is to be regretted that the
wriler of thatariicle had so little vegard to the facts of the case or o
the reputation of the gentlemen appointed by the Church to promote the
Bill. The scope of the article in question gives a most unfair represen
tation of the character of the Bill, and is calculated to excite a most
unfounded prejudice against the Free Church in this Province. It says
that “the measure contains some of the most objectionable clauses which .
have over been placed in any charter of a like kind, clau-cs worse even than thos
cf the Catholic Colleges whoso acts of incorporation have been so numerous and
impreper.” Now the second is the only clause the Opposition seriously objected
to, and which the promoters would not relinquish. We are at a loss to under
stand on what grounds it is open to this sweeping charge of the Globe. Itear
not be denied that an “Act of Incorporation™ of some kind is necessary ; and
any “Act” we conceive which binds the property to the Church in any forn
will not escape the difficulty urged against the specific clanse of our Bill. Wa
cannot separate the Church from its principles and doctrines. If wo bind pro-
perty to the Church we bind it to its principles and doetrines. In the event
therefore, of any dispute arising as to the possession of such property the Coutts
of law would have to determine who were entitled to it, by a reference to, al
interpretation of, the principles anJ doctrines of the Church at the time the Ad
was pa~sed. Without our second clause we make the civil courts the interpr:
Yers of our doctrines; with the clause we confine them to a simple matter o
fact, namely to the Standards and the interpretation of them by the constite

ional majority of the Synod.

Another allegation of the Globe is “that one of the clauses absolutely endes
ours to define the doctrines of the Presbyterian Church, and seeks to giva
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stamp and authority of Parliament to that defintion, . . . and the courts
of law may be invoked to decida what is or what is nnt the true interpretation
of the Westminster Standards”  The writer of this sentence cannot have read
the clause in jueation 3 if he had he could not poasibly have fallen into =0 man-
ifest nn etror. That the cowrts of law mest in ense of disputed titles deter-
mine and interpret principles in so fur as they relate to trust estato is inevitable
and cannot, in the nature of things, be avoided, It is their provinee to guard
the riuhits of property.  Whilo they cannot nnd onght not to enforve their in-
terpret stions of docirines npon persons thev Loth ean and ought for the welfaro
of Socicty to enfurce them na regards the destination of trust estate.  How it
coubl be suppused that the promotors of this Bill had performed the herenlenn
task of defintng the doc rines of the Preabyterinn Chureh in s single clauso of
s few lines, we ave at a loss 1o understand. That would be puiting the conf s-
sion of fuith and the larger an'l shorter eatechinms, with the form of Chuich
government to buot, into n nut-shell, indeed. The man who will peiform such
fent as this to the satisfction of the Church will deserve the lasting gratitude
of the world. All that we have attempted 10 do is to speeify the books in
which our doctrines are defined, (a very different thing from defining the doo-
trines), and by provisos 1o sceure their interpre'ation, not, be it oberved,
to the Iaw couts, but to our own Church. Other paits of the Globr's articlo
are cqually open 10 aunmadversion, but we woull ouly further say that the
watement that it was “time the laymen were looking afler” the reverend gon-
tlemen of our Church, is conceived in the wordt spiit and is direcly culeu-
lated to awaken causeless jealousies in the minds of Inymen against the minis-
te~ of the Church.  This we cannot but think is a remmant of that laic dread
of e clesinstics for which some of our otherwise excellent friends are so natorious,
Tne eatholic controversies in whirh they have been for so many years involved,
gean to have perverted their jwigment to some extent. In a black cout they secem
tosmell a jesuit, and in a white neckeloth o imagine the ghostly attire of a priest.
Frequent bodily exercise and a cold bath now awl again we apprehend would
be the best eure for such dyspeptic and jaundiced minds. In the hour of noed
the ministers of our Church will, we hesitate not 10 suy, be found foremost in
contending for the civil and religious liberties ~f the comntry. We are not
sfrad of being “*lovked after,” Yea! we invite inspection, conscious that all
our proceedings will meet the approval of the wive and virtuous.

In the fuce of the opposition of onr own friends in the House the parties
in charge of the Bill felt that it would be improper for them to force the
Bill through Parlisment, The opposition bewides promised to show us how
the objects we a'm at way be obtained even betrer than by the way we
propose.  Oue gentleman skilled in the law is prepating the Bill in such a
form as he thinks will remove all objection, and yet permit us by declarations
of trust in the deed conveying the property to the corporation to insert all the
clauges which are containad in the Bil as it at present stands. If this can be
dune 80 as to obviate the objectors own objections, and to satisfy the Church,
and the requirements of the law in both sections of the Province. it will, we
are sure, be preferred, We have all along had a preference for such a mode of
securing the property, but we have our donbts as to the possibility of cffecting
i convemently or securely. The subject will come up 1o the 8ynod in this form,
and it will be for it to decide what sixould be done.  We are sure that it witl be
the desirs of overy minister and elder of our Church to have regard to the po-
litical cousistency of our Protestant friends in Parlinment who are opposing so
manfully those Popish incorporations which are dangerous alike to our libertics
and to the social improvement of the country,
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WORDS OF THE WISE.

RALPH ERSKINE,
ON THE ‘' APPLE TREE AMONG THE TREES OF THE WO0O0D."

The Lord Jesus Christ is the true apple-tree, and His Father is the gavdener;
and he is now come to shake the tree, to let down the apples about your hands
that you may gather, or to bend the branches down to you, that you may pluck
what apples you need.

Wit apples, suy you? Why, we shall tell you of eight sorts of apples,
Well here is,

The aprle of imputed righteousness for you that are guilly sinners.  Your
own righteousness is a rotten apple. good for nothing but to be cast awav with
all your other ilols, to the moles and to the bats; but the righteou-ness of Chuist
is a sweet apple, a frash apple, a ripa apple, ready for eating : and if vou taste of
this app'e you shall live a life of justification. By eating the forbi lden fruit you
were condemned ; but by tasting of this apple you shall be justified : * By one
man’s offence, judgment came upon all men to condemnation : lmt by the right-
cou-ness of one, the fice gift comes upen all men unto justification of life : for,
as by one man’s disobedienee, manv were made sinners ; so by the obedience of
one, shall many be made righteous,” Rom. v, 18, 19.

Here is the aple of implanted grace you may pluck from off this tree of
life. Do you want even the grace of faith and ability to pluck 2 It grows upon
this tree ; Christ is the author of faiili, and the finisher of it Do yon want the
gmce of repentance 7 It grows alo upon this tree, Acts v 31, ¢ Him hath

sod exalted, to give repentince to Isracl, and remission of sin” Do yon want

love 2 Tt grows upon this tree; his loveis the seed of love 5 ¢ W love him, be-
cause he first loved us:™ his doing, (dving, rising, reigning love is the sced
that being sown in your heart, will make heart-love to him grow there.—What-
ever grace you need you may get it upon this tree of iife ; for, * Out of his ful-
ness. we all receive, and grace for grace ;7 or, as it may read, ¢ Love for love!

Here is the apple of peace. Is not peice with God and pence of conscience
a sweet apide 2 And does it not grow here 2 ¢ In the worlit ye shall have tri-
bulation, but in me ye shall have peace :—IHe made peace by the bload of his
eross,” Q! who would not be in hands with this refreshing apple, that will cheer
the heart against all the disquiet in the world ! This peace in Christ is like a
diy house within, ii. a rainy day without doors, It is like a qniet harbour in
stormy weather ; or a sife haven in & terrible tempest.

~Here is the apple of joy, joy in the Holy Ghost; and this also grows upon
the appie-tree : “'Wnom having not seen ye love, in whom tho’ now ye see him
zot, yet belicving, ye rejoice with joy un-peakable, and full of elory,” 1 Pet. i
8. A taste of this apple makes all carnal joy tasteless to you § for, it is nnspeak-
ablejoy, full joy, glorious joy, and unspeakably full of glory ; the very dawning
of the day of glory. ) ‘

Here is the apple «of contentment that grows upon this tree of life ; co-
gentment with every lot, every cross; “Godliness with contentment is great
gain” When a man tastes of this apple, it makes him say with Paul, “Iam
sorowful, yet always rejuice : T have learned in whatever state Tam, therewith to
be content.” This sweet apple sweetens every lot, be it never so bitter.

Here is the apple of communion with God, and access to him, that grows
apon this tree ; for, “ Thro’ him we have access by one Spirit to the Father:
puiting: the,soul in case to say, “ Trulv our fellowship is with the Father, and
with his Son Jesus Chuist”  This wakes 1he soul to invite others sometimes to
come:ar .shaxe, saying, “O taste and see that the Lord is guod ; for, that which
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we have seen and heard, dacliare we unto you, that you may have fellowship
with ns ¢ ™ while we have { Jowship with the Fatl-er, in his electing love ; with
the Son, in his redeeming love 5 and with the Ialy Ghost, in his applying
both the love of the Futher. and the grace ofthe Son.  This communion is sume-
times only in desire 3 # The disire of our soul is to thy name, and to the remem-
bravee of thee” Sometimes in delight 5  Delight thyself in the Lord, and he
will give thee the desite «f th-ne heart.” )

Here is the apple of spiritanl liberty that grows upon this apple-tree; “If
the Son make you free, You are free indeed.”  When we taste of this npple, we
reach at liberty, and prav at Fberty, and hear at liberty, believe at liberty, and
walk at liberty 3 © I will walk at liberty, for Iseck thy precepts,” Psal. exix.
45. )

Here is the apple of assurance that grows upon this tree : assurance of God’s
everlasting love is one of the swe test apples that ever was tasted ; and atas ¢ of
it makes the man to ery out, “T know that my Redeemer liveth, Job. xix. 25.—
Iknowin whom I have helieved, 2 Tim, i, 12,

Thi apple, being tasted. leads te sl up to the pinnacle of praise, according
to that ward, Psal. exl. 18. “Surely tho righteous shall give thanks to thy
name ; the npright shall dwell in thy presence.”

POETRY.
THE CHRISTIAN ENCOURAGED.

GIve to the winds thy fears;
Hope, and be undismay’d ;

God hears thy sighs, and counts thy tears,
God shall lift up thy head.
Through waves, through clouds and storms,
He gently clears thy way;

Wait thou his time ; so shalt the night
Soon end in joyous day.

L4

He every where hath way,

And all things serve his might ;
His every act pure blessing is,

His path, unsullied light.

When He makes bare his arm,
What shall his work withstand ?
When He his people’s cause defends,
Who, who shall stay his hand ?

Leave to his sovereizn sway,
To chocse, and to command ;

With wonde: fillI'd, thou then shalt own,
How wise, how strong his hand:
Thou comprehend’st Him not;

Yet earth and heaven tell,

God sits as sovereign on the throne,

He ruleth all things well.

Thou seest our weakness, Lord,
Qur hearts are known to Thee;
0, 1ift Thou up the sinking hand,

Confirm the fecble knee!
Let us, in life and death, .
Boldly thy truth declare; .
Ard publish, with our latest breath,
Thy love, and guardian care. )
MoRAvIAN, - " -+
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REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOXKS,

Litre Triovents, gathered from the extemporaneous discourses of Henry Ward Beecher,
by one of his congregation. Boston: Phillips, Sampson & Co. Montreul : B, Daw.
son, 1868. Pp. 299, :

The lady who has compiled this volume does not intimate whether she sub.
mitted her notes to Mr. Beecher for revisal und sanction.  We are, therefore,
ignorant whether she has accurately 1epuitel Ins thoughts, and cannot hold him
strictly responsible for any rash or unsafe asse tivns which may be detected in
this bovk. These, however, are not so numerous or so important as to call for
serious remark.

It is not easy to read three hundred pages of short unconuected extracts, and
we accord no small merit to the volune before us, when we say that we find it
read ble. Not destined to be so famous as Coleridge’s “ Aids to R -flection,” or
Hare's ¢ Guesses at Truth;” it yet reimnds one of these remarkable works, and
gives a very favorable impression of. Mr. Beeches’s genius,  Vivid imagination,
delicate fancy, acute perception, and a certain pliasing audacity of thonght and
diction, unite to charm us in the pages of this book. Rel gious ideas and le-sons
are conveyed not in a didactic form, but in figures of spcech, analogics from his-
tory and from nature, flashes of o atorical fire, sometimes even in shurp strokes
of wit,

The following passages will give our readers an idea of the beauties with which
this volume is strewn :—

Evrocy oN thE TweNTY-THIRD Psarsm.—David has left no swegter Psalm than the
short twenty-third. It is but 2 moment's opening of his soul ; but, as when one, walks
ing the winter street, sces the door opéned for some one to enter, and the red light
streams a moment forth, and the forms of gay children kre running to greet the comer,
and genial music sounds, though the door shuts and leaves the night black, yet it can-
not shut back again all that the eye, the ear, the heart, and the imagination have seen,
8o in this Psalm, though it is but a moment's opening of the soul, are emitted truths of
peace and consolation that will never be absent from the world.

The twenty-third Psalm is the nightingale of the Psalms. It is small, of a homely
feather, singing shyly out of obscurity ; but, O it has filled the air of the whole world
with melodious joy, greater than the heart can conceive. Blessed be the day on which
that Psalm was born.

What would you say of a pilgrim commissioned of God to travel up and down th
earth singing a strange melody, which, when one heard, caused him to forget whatever
sorrow he had? And so the singing angel goes on his way through all lands, singing
in the language of every nation, driving away trouble b the pulses of the air, which
his tongue moves with divine power. Behold just such an one! This pilgrim God has
sent to speak in every language on the globe. It has charmed more griefs to rest than
all the philosophy of the world. It has remanded to their dungeon more felon thoughts,
more black doubts, more thieving sorrows, than there are sands on the sea shore. It
has comforted the noble host of the poor. It has sung courage to the army of the dis
appointed. It has poured balm and consolation into the heart of the sick, of captives
in dungeons, of widows. in their pinching griefs, of orphans in their loneliness. Dying .
soldiers have died easier as it was read to them ; ghastly hospitals have been illumined; |
it has visited the prisoner and broken his chains, and, like Pefer’s angel, led him forth
in imagination, and sung him back to his home again. It has made the dying Chris
tian slave freer than his master, and consoled those whom, dying, he left behind mour-
ing, not so much that he was gone as because they were left behind, and could not go
too.

Nor is its work done. It will go singing to your children and my cbildren, and {0
their children, through all the generations of time; nor will it fold its wings till the
last pilgrim is safe, and time ended; and then it shall fly back to the bosom of Gpﬂ,
whence it issued, and sound on, mingled wi.h all those sounds of celestial joy which
make.heaven musidal forever.
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Serr-Knowsxpae.—No man can go down into the dungeon of his expericnce; and hold
the torch of God's Word tojall its dark chambers, and hidden cavities, and slimy re-
cesses, and not come up with a shudder and a chill, and an carnest cry to God for di-
vine mercy and cleansing.

WoRrk AND Worry.~—It is not work that kills men,it isworry. Work is healthy; you
¢an hardly put more upon » man than he can bear. Worry is. rust upon the blade. It
is not the resolution that destroys the machinery, but the friction. Fear secretes acids,;
but love and trust are sweet juices.

SanpaTus.—Through the week we go down into the valleys of care and shadow. Our
Sabbaths should be hills of light and joy in God's presence ; and so, as time rolls by,
we shall go on from mountain top to mountain top, till at last we catch the glory of the
gate, and enter in to go no more out for ever.

Ouvr CuiLoreN.~—There are many of us whose children ere in heaven, who have been
borne from us through quick life to lie in angel's bosoms; and though they were not
wrested from us without pangs, und though the places which they filled in our hearts
are as wells of tears, yet we wi.uld not have them back, and we are glad to-day for our
sakes and for their own. And some we are piloting, but must soon leave them alone
upon the tossing sen. God grant that then, without shipwreck, they may safely reach
the haven where we have gone!

Tux CHORCE OF GoD A8 AN EssextiAr ELEMENT oF THE GOSPEL, AND THE IDEA, STRUC~
TURE AND JUNCTIONS THEREOF. A Discourse in four parts, by the Rev. S. Rosinson,
Professor of Church Government and Pastoral Theology, Danville, Ky. With an
Appendix containing the more important Symbols of Presbyterian Church Govern~
ment, historically arranged and illustrated. Philadelphia : J. M. Wilson. Monireal:
B. Dawson. Pp. 222. 60 cents.

The title of this volume is a good description of its contents. The object of
the author is to give a brief and suggestive cutline of the doctrine of the Church.
This appeared to him very necessary at the present time, considering the preva-
lence of an anti-cvangelical churchism on the one-hand, and an anii-ecclesiasti-
cal evangelicalism on the other. To counteract both of these pernicious errors
our autbor endeavours to prove that the Presbyterian form of the Church is the
divinely appointed agency through which the elect people are to be gathered
into the fold of Christ.

1t is refreshing to find that some one is disposed in this age of general Church
disorder to hold up to public view and boldly to maintain the jus divinum of
our Presbyterian polity. This is the old, but alas! now much neglected idea of
our Chureh, which we find embodied in our confession and symbols, and for
which the fathers contended as strenuously and with as entire a devotion as they
did for any other of the doctrines of our faith. The writer says truly in his
preface that * Nothing but the inherent truthfulness and power of the system
itself, and that truthfulness clearly perceived and intelligently acted upon by
the general mass of those called to administer the affairs of the Presbyterian
Chureh can guarantee its permanence and further progress.” We further believe
with him “ that just in proportion as the power of the vital truths concerning
the Church shall be felt by its office-bearers, shall they impart a higher degres
of earnestness and spirituality to all that pertains to the administration of the
affairs of Christ's kingdom.” There are few ministers but feel and deplore the
laxity of the common view of professing Christians concerning the Church .in
these days. It enfeebles all her action and deprives her of that concentration
of life without which there is no power. We therefore hail this book as ano-
ther valuable contribution to the literature of the Church. To some minds the
abstract and German-like form in which the subject is treated, may be somewhat
repellant, We in this country are not:used to that speculative treatment of ec-
clesiastical or theological questions which pertains (o our German allies. Ne-
vertheless we deem the subject ably and thoroughly handled, and to minds fa-
miliar with abstract forms of thoughbt, highly satisfactory. Our space will not
permit us to enter into a discussion of the points treated of by our auther.

Er
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His general purpose scems to be to show that the idea, the development, and
the visible form of the Church are inseparably related to the diving idea of re.
demption, and 1o the unfolding of God’s gracious plan in the world. As the
eternal purpose of God is the central truth of the Calvinistic theory of theology,
50 the same cternal purpose may be regarded as the central truth of the Chur'h
or of ecelesiology,  The purpose to save sinners not so muach as indivi lnals, Lut
as an clect ideal boly of which the Meliator shall be Hend, implies the actual
development of this ideal visibly in the Church. The author goes on further to
show that the revelation of grace and merey in the covenan's is uniformly ac-
companied with an ecclesiology of some kind from the days of Abraham down-
wards to the time of Christ. In this way an ou ward visible Church forin hag
existed from the earliest time as the embo liment of the eternal purpose of God
in redemption. The visible Church he thus shows to be essentixlly one in all
ages, varying only in its external attributes with the varied dispensations of
race.
& This idea of the Church he contends is in aceordance with the principles of
Church government, and the ordinances of worship as set forth in the Scripsure,
In these sections of the work he very cogently demonstrates the divinely insti-
tuted form of the Presbyterian Church, with its preservaives against tyranny
on the one hand and disorder on the other. With the gencral scope of the
write’s argument we cordially axree, but against one part of it we beg leave to
enter our solemn dissent.  In diseriminating the distinction b:tween the civil
and the ecclesiastical power, whilehe says that they ave in common of divine autho-
rity for the welfare of mankind, and the glory of Gud as a final end, he yet says
that in their origin, etc,, they differ fundamentally. In a distinet proposition he
states “ that the civil power derives its authority from Gol as the Author of
nature, whilst the power ecclesiastical comes alone from Jesus as mediator,
Axnd again he writes: * The rule for the guidance of the civil power in its exercise
is the light of nature and renson, the law which the Author of nature reveals
through reason to man.” These statements are we consider opposed to the whole
contendings of the Presbyterian Church of the past and of its must faithiul
representatives of the present. We have alwa s believed with the Catechism
that the word of God ix the only rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy
Him. To the law and to the testimony we have evel been accustomed to bring
for judgment the acions and proeedure of men, whether political or social,
collective or individual. The absurdity of using the candle-light of reason while
we have the sun-light of revelution to guide us, equally in the government of
person, house and kingdom, seems to us very mamifest. Whatever might be
urged on behalf of the light of reason and nature as the rule of law and govein:
ment before the revelation of the Word, is quite out of place after the revelation
is given to men. That Christ is King of Kings and Lord of Lords who can deny!
That all things are put under His feet for the gnod of His budy, the Church, i
equally plain. That He has a name above every name, whether in Heaven o
on earth, is also indispuiable. Arve these then mere empty titles? In military
phrase, are they only’brevet—honorary but not actual—rank and dignity?
Scrip'ure is too explicit on this point to permit us to think so. Christ, King of
nations, is as true a title ‘of oar Lurd as Chri-t King of Siin or the Chur h.
We regret to find that the American Church has shown symptoms of resiling
from its own testimony on this point in the twenty-third chapter of its con-
fession.  An exaggerated fear of State connection and control has -we
suppose led to this, if not also a culpable timidity in reference to the great
‘question of Slavery. While however we would contend that the civil power
ought in all its nrocedure to have regard to the Word of God, we would yet say
that this regard, from the nature of things, must be of a different kind from that
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which is incumbent upon the Church. The eivil power ought to seo that its
Jaws and administrarion be not contrery to the Word of God in the widest sense
of the tarms § otherwire the sulject may find it necessary for consvience sake to
obey God 1ather than man, and thus ¢ivil avthority be brought into contenpt,
The Church on the other hand must take absolutely and exvlusivi ly the Word
as its Statute Bovk—its function strictly speaking as purely admivistiative ot the
Ward. This is the ground which we take as regards the Civil Magistrate, and
fiom the doctrine, that in his official capacity he ought to have regard to the
Ward of God, we cannot resile,

The Appendix to this volumne contains many valuable documents, not easily
accessible to the student, The exceutivn of the work is remarkably gouod.
The type is bold and clear, and the paper of the best quality. 'We would enrn.
estly recommend this book to our miuisters avd studeuts, It is bighly sugges-
tive and well. repays perusal.

Tog Seiir Ao Brauty oF Toe CnmisTian Rrurcton,  Selections from Chateaubriand’s
Geniug of Christiunity. Translated from the French, with an introduction, by
EuwMa B. Stork. Philadelphiv: Lindsay & Blakiston. Montreal: B. Dawson, 1858..
Pp. 213,

This is a 7aluable but imperfect publication.  We can never read with plea-
sure garbled editions of celebrated wurks ; even when, as in the present instance,
the liberties taken with the otiginal are smcerely intended to guard the interests
of Cluistiav truth,  Mrs, Stuik claims too much freedom, and does injustive to;
the French author, when she tells us—* We have consultel our liberty of con-
sience, to expunge in our transiation some of the sentiments of the pious and
faithful Chateaub:iiand,  Some temarks have been intentionally moditied from,
the original, (in a few instances) whore tliey are tinctured with the Popish doe-
trine of penances. Others are omitted for the same rea~on.” This is very un-
satisfactory.  No one waws such an expurzated edition of Thomas a Kempis,
or Paseal, or Feuelou j dnd it wonld bave been much bettr in the ¢ase of Cha-
teautniand to reprint the complete trauslation of his nuble work, which was re-
cenily publisaed in Kngland, uppending in fovtnotes such doctrinal corrections
as may be thought necessary. »

The * Génie au Christianisme” iz an old favorite of ours; and we should be
glul to xee it in the hands of Tueolugi-al Students and the intelligent Coristian
Loy, Tuis'to be read in some parts with cantion and even witu dis ent; yet
it deserves to be'valled a Chistian Classic, written as it is with a chasming e'o-
quence, and confirming our faith in Clristiamty by developiug its beauties and,
tracing 1t~ mighiy beudficent effects, ‘

Toe True Grory or WoumaN, as portrayed in the beautiful life of the Virgin Mary. By
the Rev. H. HarBauGH, A.M. Philudelphia: Lindsay & Blakiston. Montreal: B,
Dawson, 1838. Pp. 263.

Was can recommend this volume as an ample statement of all the teaching of
Seripture regarding the Mother of our Lord. It should be extensively read by
Protestants, who m their just and vehement resistance 10 the Mariolatry of the
Church of Rowe, have been tempted fvo Intle 10 regard and srudy that most’
favored one of all the human race. Mr. Hubavgh treats of Mary as the Vir
g, the buibirothed, the wife, the mother, the disciple, and the saint, Tuciden-
ully he: iscusses various historical and artistic questions vegirding her, aid
tloses with two chapters, in one of which he proves that Mary is not an objéct
of wor hip, and iu ¢ vtuer adduces 1he evidence ot rather the prob.bili ies.dn
favor ot her having continued ever a- Virgin, very prop rly pointing qlzxt,rt}hnat_‘
the basms on wuich he belief of her perpet.nl virginity rests is quite ditfurent,
from that alleged 10 support of hef iinrmadulate’ congeption,. ;. .

i RS for

B
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Mr. Harbaugh is the author of several books which have gained a wide cir-
culation in the United States  We are surpri<ed that his practised pen should
be guilty of such grandiloquence as too ofien appears in the pages of the work
before us. That we nay not seem captious in this remark, we quote the follow-
ing sentences from the description of the nativity nt Bethlehem :—“Upon the
grand dial-fa:e on which God marks the move of ages, the gnomon’s shadow
now falls on the line which infinite merey has drawn with sacred blond, 'The
fulness of time has come. An inn full of tax-payers, whose halt-angry murmars
Mary hears from a distance, mingling with the nght wind's moan through the
stable’s erevices, witness the sceptre passing from Julah’s weikened hand,  The
oxen gaze in mute astonishment, &, &c” This is in shocking taste, and
a bouk that contains such passages conld not be tolerated, if it had not substan-
tial merits underlying such rubbish as this,

Tug Harey Hoxe. By Kirwan. New York : Harper & Brothers. Montreal : B. Dawson,
) 1858. Pp. 206.

Dr. Murray, under his old “nom de plume” of Kirwan, has here given to
the American public a Iittle book of ripe wisdom anl most seasonable trath,
He has unwittingly chosen the same title as Dr, Hawmilton of London had pre-
viously given to a charwteristic volume on the same theme. Dr. Murray, how-
ever, fullows his own course of tho ight an 1 illustration j and though very much
has lately been written, and well written, on the constitution, duties, and ¢njoy-
meuts of the fanily vircle, we regard the volume before us as perhaps the best
we have seen for extensive circulation in American and Canadian homes. The
price is only 50 ceuts,

NARRATIVES OF REMARKABLE CoONVERSIONS AND Revivar INcipgNrs. By Wiuniax C.
ConanT, with an introduction by Henry Ward Beecher, New York: Derby &
Jackson, 1858. Pp. 444.

This volume may do good, but we cannot give it any hearty praise. It seems
to be a compilation hastily got up to cutch the market, and to make money on
of the * Prayer Mceting Revival™ in the United States.

Would that some true Ch:istian philosopher, patient to observe and stuly,
and with amplitude of mind and heart sufficient to the great task, would give us
areal history and estimate of religious revivals!  Mr. Beecher is a man of gen-
ius, but he is not computent to this work. 'We form this opinion fromn his
essay prefixed to the volume before us, and fr.m his address delivered at the
Burton Theatre P’rayer Meeting in New York, which has been more widely cir-
culaed than it deserves.

LrAves rroM A MiNiSTER'S Portrouto. By the Rev. D. Frassr, A.M., minister of Cote st,
Free Church Montreal. London: James Nisbet & Co. Montreal: B. Duwson.

pp. 141. 3s. 6d.

This little bouk is the first-born of one of the Editors of the Presbyter, and
therefore it will not be becoming in us to treat it with the freedom that we
would do the work of any other writer. We may, however, be permitel to
say of our brother’s first appearauce in the realms of book-literature, that it is
worthy «f praise, and will bear a favourable comparisun with works of a similar
kind. = The typography is beautiful, and the “ getting-up ” very pleasing. Tho
book contains a number of short pieces on interesting topics of practical
and speculative religion, The titles are skilfully hosen. The style is clear,
fluent, frequently antithetical and grace‘ully embellished with well chosen illus-
trations. To those who are in search of pleasant reading for the Sabbath day
or for the leisure hours of the week, this book will we are sure prove a profifs-
ble companion. We trust it will have a large share of public patronage, and
be a blessing to many a devout desciple of Christ.
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SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE.

ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARf.

GeveraL Asgevmpuixs 18 THE Unitep StaTES.~The General Assembly of the Old School
Presbyterian Church met at New Orleans on the 6th May. The Rev. Dr. Scott, of San
Francisco, wus elected Moderator. The evaangelistic cfforts conducted by tho several
uBonrds” of the Church were reported of in encouraging terms. Little favor seems to
bave been shown to the proposals for union made by the New School Presbyterians,
vho have lately formed a separate Southern organization, A minute, drawn by Dr.
Robt. Breckenridge, disapproving of any changes in the old English Bible by the Ame-
rican Bible Society, was unanimously passed. It was agreed to bold the next General
Assembly at Indianapolis.

The General Assembly of the New School Presbyterian Church commenced its ses-
sions on the 20th May, at Chicago.

Sampatit Osrvance.—This question engnges the serious attention of Christians
both in London and in New York. In both cities, open trading on the Lord's Day is
carried on toa great extent.  Consentancous preaching on this subject has been resort-
ed to with good eftect. The Bishop of London recommended all bis clorgy to adopt
this course.  But, besides moral and religious suasion, there is needed the strong arm
of low. We are glad to observe that the matter has not been entirely neglected in our
Canadian Legislature. The Hon. Mr. DeBlaquiere in the Upper House, and Mr. Brown,
M.P.P. in the Lower, have introduced a Bill to enforce the closing of Public Offices,
Canals, etc., on the Sabba.h. An important meeting in support of this Bill was held
at Toronto on the 4th May. .

Oreax Coxtroversy.~The question of the introduction of instrumental music into
the public services of the House of God, has again been discussed in the Annual Syned
of the United Presbyterian Church in Scotland. The Claremont Street Congregation
in Glasgow, who possess an organ, have potitioned for liberty to use it. The liberty
was refused by an immense majori:y of votes.

Revisioy oF Tue Excuisa Lituray.—Lord Ebury recently made a motion in the House
of Lords on this subject, and supported it in an able and temperate speech. The Arch-
bishop of Canterbury and the Bishop of St. David’s, speaking for the Episcopul Bench,
stoutly resisted the motion and deprecated any change. The Prime Minister concurred
with the Right Roverend Lords. Earl Grey and other Lay Lords spoke in favor of
revision, The * Times” next morning supported the same view in o pungent leading

| aticle. At the close of the discussion, Lord Ebury withdrew his motion.

MezTixg AT MONTREAL 18 FAVOR OF PresnyTeniAN Unton—On the evening of the 18th
Ysy 2 meeting of the Office-bearers of the three Congregations in this city connected
with the Presbyterian Church of Canada and the United Presbyterian Church, was
beld in the Lecture Room of the Free Church, Coté Street. Resolutions were unani-
mously passed approving of the basis of union agreed on by the Committees of those
Churches, and expressing an earnest hope that the union may be specdily formed. The
meeting was numerously attended, and an excellent spirit prevailed.

Svxop 1§ conxecTion with THE EsranLisnep Cuurcl oF ScoTuarD.—This Synod began.
its Annual Sessions at Montreal on the 26th May. The Rev. George Bell of Clifton wag
chosen Moderator. At the time when we go to press, no business of general importance
sppears to have been transacted.

Cimistiay CoNvVERTS IN CuiNA.—The following calculation of the number of Chinese,
Christians is furnished by a Missionary of the English Presbyterian Church:—'* The
number of converts in the Canton Province is at present about 400; at Shanghai, 199;
at Ningpo, 130 ; at Foochow a small number; at Amoy there are about 400. Of these,
there are in Amoy itself 190 connected with the London Missionary Society, and 137
under the care of the American Missionaries ; at Chioh-b~y there are 35, and at Pechuiah
ad Ma-ping 53. And although at this rate there is only one native Protestant Christian
out of every 300,000 Chinamen, as compared with the state of matters ten years ago the
increage is sufficient to inspire ns all with hope and thankfulness,”

Porise Propacanpa.—Great efforts are being made to extend the missions of the
Ghurc{s of Rome, through the Society for the propagation of the Faith. The Pope has
poclaimed & jubilee, and pmmiaedy indulgences to all who subscribe to its funds.
Kumerous allocutions are drawa up by various bishops in favour of this-Sociéty.
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Bishop Charbonnel of Toronto, gives the following statement of what has been accom.
plished by its means. The results are undoubtedly exaggerated, but the statistics of
priests employed are probably correct, and they exhibit an alarmiog amount of .
activity :— .

** There aro 267 bishops now cxisting, nided in their missions by this work. The
number of priests from the seminary of fureign missiong, Rue du Bag, at Paris, employed
in the missiuns of Asia, has increased from 32 to 197, that of the Laanrists, frum 30 g
200, and that of the Jesuits to 780, ¢xclusive of the Bunedictines, Dominicans, Francis.
cans, Carmelites, Servites, Redemptorists, Passionists, Oblates, Marists, &c., who have
cach mewbers of their order attached to the missivns.  The United States alone, at thy
present day, are indebted to the work of the half-penny « week fur 45 bishoprics, 1700
priests,. 2000 churches, and upwards of 630 housts of education und charity, which are
the must powerful mesns of conversion amongst the infidels and heretics,”

LITERARY.

Postrunous Wonk of Nsanogr.—The late Dr. Neander left in manuscript & work os -
the Histury of Christian Ductrine, which has been published in two vulumes at Berlin; -
cdited by one of Neauder's most attached pupils and friends, Dr. Jacobi of Hulle. We
presume that an English Translation Wwill appear. lage .bach's History of Doctrines -
is well known through the Translation which was issued by Messrs. T. & T. Clark.of -
Edinburgh—but with great merits it has also serious defects. We are not aware of aay
original English work specially devoted to this subject.  If Principal Cunningham.of
Edizburgh would undertake to prepare an independent Iistory, we know no one more '
competent to the task. Ie delivers to the Students of the New College a masterly
course of le.tures on Polemical Theology. 3

Nrw Lirg o¥ Manoser.—From the London press of Smith, Elder & Co. has issucd:dn
two volumes—** The Life of Mahumet, nud History of Islam to the era of the Hegira}® |
by William' Muir, Esq., Bengal Civil Service. The peculia- merit of this work, if s
which it excels the populur Liography by Washington Irving, is said to consist in the
cateful dissection of the original svucces of infurmation. There is no co temporary |
history of Mahomet extant, and the earliest Acrabic accounts of the Pruphet that exis :
were written in the beginning of the third century of the Hegira. These accounts wer
derived trom earlier traditions. |

B

Prize Essay ox tig Steeort o THRE MiNistRy —Dr. Wylie's Prize Essay on this |
important subject attiacts considerable notice in Scotland. The Home and Foreign
Recurd of the Free Church contains & strung recommendation of the work, signed by.
Drs. Cundlish, Cunningham, and Begg. 1s not the circulativn of such a volume i
Qanad:. extremely desirable ? e

3

Proressor Frasew's RaTional Puinosorny.—The small volume lately published:on:
Philusuphical Method by Professur Feaser, the successor of Sir William Hamilton in:{h
Universily of Edinburgh, will interest those whu enjuy abastruse metaphysics. The!
author clussifies systems of Philosophy as (1) Cunsiructive systems of Realism,and .
these ecither idealistic or materialistic, (2.) Contradic ory or sceptical systems; (3).1
Systems of insuluble or Cathulic Realism. Professor Fraser's course, of which this;
publicution is intended to be an outline, will aim a* the presentation of a system of'tl}!-’
third cluss. S

Essavs oy Free Cuvren Ministers.—A literary work, somewhat new in its chara‘c.tg(?‘:
bat must suggestive (as to its idea), has appeared within the last month, in the form

a volume of Essuys by Munisters of the Free Church of Ncotland, edited by the Rev,
Hanoa (Thomas Constable & Co., Edinburgh). Dr. Hanna states in his proficeib:
these Essays emanate from junior ministers of the Free Church, all of whom ﬂ’?;
ordained at or after the Disruption of 1843. They embrace a great variety of subjgg&j}
¢ Catholicism and Scctarianism " “ Old Testament Light on our Social Problendyy
¢ Tertullian " © The Haldancs: a Chapter in Scottish Church History ;" ¢ The 0'!555
ings of Cain and Abel, as illustrating primeval Faith and Practice: s 'Qr.x!.ieufl
Exposition uf Genesis iv. 1-8;" ¢ National Education in the United States and Canids’
wiih special reference to the Settlement of the Question in this country;” * Bohemg;:
Refurmers.aud German Politicians : a Contribution to the History of l’rutestnn!i(,ajl‘:«
¢ Grammar Schouls,” and * The Future of Indin.” These varied subjects are. tresd®
with much viguur and freshness; and in several of the essays thers is brought.to.b®
a very. large amount of carefully selected information. L

-




