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1 will declare the Decree: Yhe Lo® D hath. faid unto me,
Thou are my Sonm, this Day bave I begotten thee. Afk of
me,Yond I fhall give thee the Heathen for thine Inheri-
tance, and the uttermoft Parts of the Earth for thy Pof~
Jeffion.. Psanm ii. 7. '

Open thy Mouth for the Dumb, ir the Caufe of all fuch as
are appointed to Defirution. - PRoO V. xxxi. 8.
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PREF A C .

H E writer of the following fheets

‘has thrown together a few fadts,
to obviate fome miftakes which have
been embraced, refpeiting the Natives of
this land ; he neither wifhes w flatter thofe
of his own colour by acknowledging that
they. are fuperior to the tawney Indian;
otherwife than as they excel him in alts
of beneficence and of an imitation of the

:. the great Author of the Chriftian Religi-
* on; whofe name they have affumed; nor
 to exalt the charaéter of the poor untu-

tored Indian, at the expenfe of truth, by
over-rating their chaftity, their love of
juftice, -and hofpitality ; particularly in
their affetionate reception of our An-

- ceftors on their firft fettlement of Penn-

fylvania; nor to fay more in their favour
than is fupported by the concurrent tefti-
monies of hiftorians of various religious
~rofeflions and different nations.

" Neither is it intended to juftify thefe
people in any of their alts of cruelty.:




The motives which have induced the wri- .
ter to engage in this publication are fupe-
rior to party views; an apprehenfion of '
duty, and univerfalgood-willto mankind.
~ Andif the Indian 1s reprcfcntcd to have
" been opprefled and injured, it is not to
provoke a fpirit of retaliation, nor to ex-
cite a difcontent, but to ftate to the view -~
of the public, wherein they have been .
aggrieved ; and wherein thcy have been :
. culpable, that the people of thefe ftates
may fee they» have not been free from |
blame, in hopes that a more candid and ~
indulgent confideration of their fitua. .
tion may excite in us humamty and ten- :
~ dernefs.
Benot offend’ed thexeforc if the Indmn]"’
is regnefcntcd as @ rational being as wellis
as ourfelves, if iaving an immortal foul, i
capable of receiving-the refining mﬂu-
ence of our holy. rehgron, it is that he- ¥
may be atlowed to dwell in fafety, and re- -
joice in the opportunity, which a return
of peace, may afford to mﬁru&,hxm.x
the knowledge of the true God.
if doubts fhould remain, whether the ;
Indians are, indeed fufceptible of thofe.;
rellglous 1mpreﬁons as here mennoned——"ﬁ
the reader 1§ referrcd to the feveral ac»%
counts of the fucccfsful labours of the pi
. ou
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‘ous Thomas Mayew, John Elhott and
‘others in New-England, pubhfhed by

- themfelves ; and alfo a publication of a

. more late date, by David Brainard, of
New.-Jerfey who refided among them fe- -
veral years, entitled, Mirabila Dei in-
ter Indicos : Or the Rife and Progrefs of
a remarkable Work of Grace amongft a-
Number of Indians, in the Provinces of
New- Jcrfey and Pcnnfyh ania.
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»SOIVIE .
OBSERVATIONS 't

‘ON THE

INDIAN NATIVES

OF THIS

CONTINENT.

) .
* “bordering upon a vaft wildernefs, inha
bited by the native Indians, it becomes.
fubjeét worthy the moft ferious attenti
of/every friend of mankind, everylov
of his country, to be tr uly informe
/'what is the fituation and difpofition of th ira
. people, fo far as it may haveaninfluen
~upon our duty as Chriftians, and o
peace and fafety as members of. Civil [ {
ciety : And that we may not maRe a 12
L cﬁ:xmaé
%
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— eftimate of our own importance, or of
the incapacity of thofe people for religi-
ousimprovement, the following obferva-
. tions and quotations are recommended
| S tothe ferious perufal of every reader, as
they give a view of the opinions of fome
~of the early dettlers, of different deno-

"minations, in this continent.’
v - The firft fettlers of Pennfylvama, who
S _-had full opportunities of being acquaint-
* ed with the nature and dlfpoﬁtlon of the
Natives, and who made it a principal
. point to obferve ftriét juftice in all their
. tranfa&tions with them, have left us very
favourable memorials of the long conti-
<;nu\,d kindnefs they experienced from
.% which their ignorance and roving temper
is Cor- %’fub]e&cd them, our forefathlers thought
3ntu:r< “tit their duty to endeavour to draw them
inh:  from, by exemplary a&s of benevolence
comcs tand inftru&tion ; which pious pradtice

ttenticighas fince been fuccefsfully purfued, by

ry lovi“zfeveral well difpofed perfons in New-Eng-
\forme -land, New- -Jerfey, and elfewhere : feve-

#thefe people : the great dlfadvamages to’

n of th -iral of whom have tranfmitted fatlsfa&ory )

nfluen: ‘accounts of their labours.
and 0
Civil S. { the remembrance of fome yet living; it

a ra’yds evident, that the natural dlfpoﬁtron of

eﬁima%' ‘

Fromthefe publications as well as from s

f
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the Indians has géneraﬂy;bcen to fhew
kindnefs to the Europeans, in their early "
fettlements ; and that thcir mental pow-

ers are equally with our own capable of -

improvement ; that the apparent differ-
ence in them, as well as in the Black Peo-
ple and us, arifes principally from the
advantages of our education, and nian-
ner of life.

Some writers have reprefcnted Indians
as naturally ferocious, treacherous, and
ungrateful, and endeavoured to eftablifh
this character of them, trom fome parti-
cular tranfation which hath happened on -
fpccxal occafions : but. no conclufion of
their original chara&er thould be drawn .
from inftances in which they have been
provoked, to a degree of fury and ven- *
geance, by unjult and cruel treatment
from European Aggreffors; of which

moft hiftories of the firft fettlements on - o
_this continent” furnifh inftances, and

‘which writers have endeavoured to co-
“lour and vindicate, by reprobating the
charater of thofe poor people.

It is a matter of fa&, proved by moft
- Hiftorical Accounts of the ‘trade carried_
on with the Indians/at our ﬁrﬁ acqualnt-
arice with them, a well asin the firft
fettlements made on this continent,
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" they .generally manifefted themfelves
to be kind, hofpitable and generous.to”
‘the Europeans, fo long as they were
treated with juftice and humanity; but
when the adventwers from a thirft of
gain, -over reached the Natives, and they
faw fome of their friends and relations
treacheroufly enirapped and carried away
to be fold for flaves, * themfelves injuri-
oufly treated and driven from their na-
. tive poffeilions, what could be expeted
but that fuch a fordid conduét in the Eu-
ropeans, would produce a change of dif-
_pofition in the Indians. The early fet-
“tlers of New~Jerfey have always confirm-
sied the teftimony of the Pennfylvanians,

ith refpe to the good ufage they met
: : with

-

7T

;% Amongfh the many inftances of this kind
- which might be given;. that are recorded by dif-

- ﬂﬁfer_ent authors, the following i5 moft friking, viz,
‘One Hunt, an early trader with the Indians of
.iNew-England, after a profperous trade with the
~Natives, enticed between 20 cr 30 on board his

; “iveflel, and contrary to the public_faith, clapped

"~ them under hatches, and {~id them to the Spa-i. .
miards at Malaga ; but the Indians refented it;

nd revenged themfelves on the next Englifh that,
ame on the coaft. Neal’s Hiftcry of New-Eng-
and, page 21, ‘ S
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with from the Indians. The writer of
the Hiftory of that Province informs us,
page 440, ° That, for almoft a centu-
<¢ ry, the Natives had all along.maintain-
¢ ed an intercourfe of great cordiality

- ¢¢ and friendfhip with the inhabitants.”
Itis well known that the Indians’ de-

" portment to each other is peaceable and-
moffenfive ; efteeming fudden anger un-
becoming and ignominious; they feldom
differ with their neighbour, or do them

- -any harm or injury, except when intoxi-
cated by ftrong liquor, of which they are
fond, to an enormous degree = this is the
‘general character given of Indians, by all .U

" impartial writers. - I '

The noted French author Charlevoix, 4
who appears to have been deep in his in- >
quiries into their manners and difpofiti-
on, in his long travels from Quebec;, thra’
the lakes and down the Mifhffipi to Flo-
rida, informs, ¢ That with a mein and

¢ appearance altogether favage; and
‘with manners and cuftoms which fa-
vour the greateft barbarity, the Indi-
ans enjoy all the advantages of fociety.
At firft view, fays he, one would ima-

glne them without form ef govern- :
ment, law or fubordin and {ub-
rice ; \neverthe-

N\t lefsy

«
'
Y’
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lefs, they rarely deviate from certain
maxims and ufages founded on good
fenfe alone, which holds the place of.
law, and fupplies in fome fort, the
want of legal authority.* ' Reafon
alone is capable of retaining- them in a
kind of fubordination; not the lefs
effetual, towards the end propofed,
for being. entirely voluntary. They
manifeft much ftability in the engage-
mcnts they have folemnly entered up-

; patient in afflition, as well as in
thc1t fubmiffion to what they appre-
hend to be the appointment of Provi-
dence ; in all which they manifeft a

‘ .noblenefs of foul, and conftancy of
_ % mind, at which we rarely arrive with
@ all our Philofophy and Religion. . As -
“%& they are neither flaves to ambition, nor
“ intereftg

» Human Nature, even in its rudeft ftate, ls
Qoﬂ'eﬂ'ed of a fireng fenfe of right and wrong ;
fare principle which is not confined ro any name
rm, but diffufes itfelf as univerfally as the
itis < That light which enlightens every man "
ming into the world,” Johni. g. . All thofe
yield to its impreflions are brethren in the
extent of .the expre(ﬁon, however differing in
tefpe&s
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intereft ; the two paffions which have .
< fo much \weakened in us thofe fenti-
¢ ments of Bymanity, which ‘the kind
Author of Nature has engraven in the
human heart, and kindled thofe of co-
- vetoufnefs, which are as yet generally -
unknown amongft them.” :
Is it not notorious that they are gene-
rally kinder to us than we are to them? &:
There is fcarce an inftanee occurs, but
that they treat every white man, who
comes amongft them,; with refpect; ¢
which is not the cafe from us to them. %
Their modeft condu@ fo-women who *¢
have been captured by them, is certainly ¢ as 3
worthy of commeandation, much exceed- &;ri
ing what would be expefted, in like
cafes, from the lower clafs amongft our.
felves. o U ©
It is alfo acknowledged by all impar. *:1¢
tial perfons, who have been converfantlaw o
with Indians, that they have generallj2icie
manifefted a faithfulnefs to the engage i Fro
ments they have entered into for the fafethe h
ty of any perfon they have undertaken tglory
_prote&t, far exceeding that.to be foundénly
amongft the generality of white peopl :
as alfo in the performance of thofe cove
nants which they have confirmed by gis
ing belts of wampum. ~ o
' ‘ -Charlevoi

-
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3, Charlevoix farther obferves, ¢ That
% whoever infinuates himfelf in their
¢ efteem, will find them fufficiently do-
€ cile to do any thing he defires; but -
¢ that this is not eafily gained, as they
¢ generally give it to merit only, of
. ¢ which they are as good judges asmoft .
¢ amongft us. He adds, that thefe good
? % difpofitions are very much eclipfed by
“¢¢ the cruelty they fometimes exercife
¢ upon fuch of their enemies,. whom
; ¢ they have devoted to death; as wellas
’ <. the right they almoft umverfally claim
; h—"‘—m—p‘nvatc revenge. They confider it
inly % as a point of honour to avenge inju-
ed . ries done to their-friends, particular.
ly the death of a relation ; bload for
-blcod, -death for death, can only fa-
‘tlsfy the furvwmg friends of the ; injus-
par.<red party.” Something of the fame
fant la!w of retaliation was ufual amongft the
ra}]y&(ﬁlent Jews and Romans.
-aoe g From this principle, as well as from-
C (afe €he high notions they have of military
cen t(glory, the young Indians fometimes fud-
dgnly purfue violent meafures, contrary
5 the mind of their elders. _ .
¢ Itis, fays the fame Author, a feela™
experience of the Chriftian Re-
ion, thch alone is able to perfect

¢ thcxr o

Y,




¢ their good qualities, and corre& that
¢ which 1s wrong in them ; this is com. ¢
<« mon to them with other men; butse¢
¢ what is peculiar tothem is, that they¢
~ ¢ bring fewer obftacles to this improve: «.
¢ ment, after, thro’ the operation o .
<« grace, they have once began to believt ¢« . p
¢ in the great truths of the gofpel.”  <rj
The good difpofition of the more fouth ¢
ern Indians is fenfibly fet forth by De lar¢¢- ri
Cafas, Bifhop of Chapia, who fpent muct¢¢; wi
time and labour in endeavouring to pre ¢:
" ferve the Indians of New-Spain, from th ¢¢:.
grievous oppreflion they laboured under <.
in his reprefentation to the King anc¢®: i
Council of Spain, which, with little va$
riation, may well be applied to the ma
tives of &{t parts of the continent
‘He fays, * I was one of the firlt wh
¢ went to America, neither curiofity no
< intereft promrted me to undertake
¢ long and dangerous a voyage; the
< faving the fouls of the Heathens w
¢ my fole obje@t. Why was I not per®
<« mitted, even at the expenfe of mfl:
<« blood, to ranfom fo many thoufan
<« of fouls who fell unhappy vitims % a
¢ ayarice or luft. It is faid; th™%
' ¢¢ barbarous executions were neceffar
s to punith or check the rebellion of ¢t -
' i © ¢ Amer
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¢« Americans; but to whom was this
s: owing ? did not thofe people receive
¢ the Spaniards who firft came amongit
~ them, with gentlenefs and humanity ?
. did they not fhew more joy, in pro-
- . portion, in lavithing treafure upon
-them, than the Spaniards did greedi-
¢ pefs in receiving it ? but our ava-
¢‘rice was not yet fatisfied tho’
¢ they gave up to us their land and their
1¢¢-riches, we would take from them their
¢. wives, their children, and theéir liber-
¢ ty.————To blacken thefe unhappy
€< people, their enemies aflert, that they
nder ¢ are fcarce human creatures—————but
€€ it is we ought to bluth for having been
lefs men, and more barbarous than
they. They are reprefented as a
#M¥tupid people, addited to vice ;—
wh®% but have they not contraéted ‘moft of
ty no®Sy; their vices from the examples of Chri-
hke {:ftians? Andasto thofe vices peculiar
e; th®%;to themfelves, have not the Chriftians
ns was:quickly exceeded them therein? Ne-
¢¢.verthelefs it muft be granted, that the
¢¢rdndians flill remain untainted with ma-
oufand’§gny vices, ufual amongft the Europe-
i ns; fuch as ambition, blafphemy, .
reachery,” and many like monfters,
which have not yet took place with
’ C _ “ them;




¢ them; they have fcarce an idea of
“¢¢ them, fo that, in effed, all the advan. .
‘¢ tage we can claim, is to have more ;
¢¢ eclevated notions of things, and ouy’
¢ faculties more unfolded,. and mor¢
¢ cultivated than theirs. Don’t le:
‘¢ us flatter our corruptions, nor volunta.
¢ rily blind ourfelves; all nations ar
¢ equally free: one nation has no righ: |
- *¢ to infringe upon the freedom of ano =
‘¢ ther: let us do towards thofe people, -
‘¢ as we would have them to have dont
¢ to us, if they had landed upon ow |
‘¢ fhore, with the fame fuperiority o
¢ ftrength. And, indeed, why fhoull
‘¢ not things be equal on both fides
* How long has the right of the ftrong-
¢ eft been allowed to be the balance of
‘ juftice. 'What part of the Goipth
“ gives a fan&ion to fuch a doétrine
¢s in what part of the whole earth did the % _
% Apoftles and firft promulgators of %
¢ the Gofpel, ever claim a right over the ‘¢
¢! lives, the freedom, orthe fubftance ol ‘&
¢ the Gentiles. What a ftrange me «
¢¢ thod this of propagating the Gofpel, ¢
- ¢ that holy law ‘of grace, which fromg
¢ being {laves to fatan, initiates us intox.
< the treedom of the children of God.”

To'ée
o~y
w
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To this pious Bifhop’s teftimony, may
bc added that of Page Dupart, in his
‘Hiftory of Louifiana, who during a refi-
"dence of fixteen years, appears to have
been careful in his enquiries, relating
to the nature and difpofition of thofe fe-

- veral nations feated in a fpace of 1500 -
. miles on both fides the Mifliffipi, with
' fome of whom he was intimately con-
" verfant, whom he reprefents as generally
endowed with good fenfe, kindnefs and
moderggion. He tells us, ¢ That upon
. ¥ an acquaintance with the Indians, he
¢ was convinced that it is wrong to de-

% nominate them Savages, as they are ca- g
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pable of making. aogood ufe of their

eafon, and their fentiments are juft;
.that they have a degree of pmdcncc, : i
“faithfulnefs and generofity, exceeding i
¢ that of nations who would be offended

id thc _at being compared with them.
i © No people, he fays, are more ho- ;
erthc ¢ fpitable and free than the Indians; i
nce 0’ hence they might be efteemed an hap-
Me es ny people, if that happinefs was not ;
pofpel, e impeded by their paflionate fondnefs
fron s for {pirituous liquors, and the foolith
s Ik potion they hold in common, with
GO@' % many profefling Chriftians, ‘of gaining
Toe ‘reputation and efteem, by their prow-

T Ba “ efs

N\
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efs in 'war:” both which potent evili ‘“Many
have from views of policy or interefdeclarari
been much encouraged by their Ewwhich h
ropean neighbours.” “whilft u

From hiny; a3 alfo from fome other athe. Eurg
thors, we learn that fome of thefe natioin the dj
appear but little inclined to war, and theat'a dif
are others whoabfolutely refufe to takea
part therein, but patiently bear the har - .
thips which the violence of other India™"
fubjeéts them to;-of-.which good d

(1)

"Note|

pofition we have had inftances amonaioasin »
ourfelves in the cafe of the Moravian lheAuth
dians. ' ; Rearer

Duprat obferves upon ‘the who ore 3

rp "'f‘ct‘ mo
That there needs but prudence & jape

good fenfe, to perfuade the Indians¥iwhich

what is reafonable, and to prefesial pa

their friendfhip without interrupticge

He adds, We may fafely afirm tt,ﬁcgh

the differences we have had with theiek Cad

<« have been more owing to us thanrk) i

- ¢ them. When they are treated ir-¥hey

¢ Jenty or oppreflively, they have no’ﬁ'ifd
«¢| fenfibility of injuries than others. emt:

«¢ thofe who have occafion to live amimidab
& them, will have fentiments .of fm

< manity, they will meet in them

& men.”

-
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il '“Many more authors might be quoted,
etdeclarative of the commendable qualities
Yuwhich have appeared in the Indians,
-whilft uncorrupted by an intercourfe with
athe Europeans, and which is ftill the cafe
tioin the difpofition of thofe nations fitwated
theata diftance from us.*  This particu- -
ea - : larly
hartl
pdie™ R
d - % Note, In a late Hiflory of the Britifh Domi-
ongions in North-America, printed in 1773, p- 219,
ian Jke Author fpeaking of the Natives, fays, « The
¢ ‘nearer the Indians of Canada are viewed, the
1 ¢ ‘more good .qualities are difcovered .in them;
WG for molt of the principles which ferve to regu-
cE€ & jate their condad; the general maxims b
Nians¥iwhich they govern themfelves ; and the effen-
refe 1 parts of Eheix"»c_hara&er, difcover nothing:
i the barbarian. . ‘
TUPYV@F the Five Nation Indians, M. Delapoterie. 2
rm trepch Author, (wherein he very much agrees.
th theikh Cadwalader Colden, late prefident of New-
L thanork) in his account of thofe Indians, {ays,
ey are thoughtdy a common miftake, to be
mgre barbarians, always thirlling for human
AVE IO pdood ; but their true charader is very differ-
hers. emt: they areindeed the fiercelt and moft for-
ve ammaidable people in Noith- America ; and at the
s . of fame time, as politicand judicious, as well can be
h' \ m%%’xceived, which appears from the management
then ofall the affairsthey tranfa@, not only with the:
‘Etench and Englifh, but likewife with almoft
- Mall the Indian Nations of this vaft continent.
" ¢ Speaking:




larly appears from accounts left us by o€
Jonathan Carver, who from the yea
1766, to the year 1768, inclufive, vifite ¢
" feveral Nations weft of the river Mi{ﬁ{ﬁp%:‘"f
and the upper lakes. Speaking of th‘:’
general temper of the Indians fituate i - ft
thofe parts, hetells us, < They are e,
~ ¢ tremely liberal to each other, and fuf -
¢« ply the deficiencies of their friend -
« with any fuperfluity of their ov,
- . ¢ Tk

: " 'with
« Speaking of the Cherokees, and other Seu  Natio

« ern Indians, page 157, he fays, Thefe In ties o
« ans look upon the end of life, to be livi ¢¢ Th
« happily; and for this purpofe, their wh 1
¢« cuftoms are calculated to prevent avarn

«¢ which they think imbitters life; and nothip;
"«¢ 3 more fevere refl=&ion amoogh them, thas

« fay, That a man loves bis own. . "Lo prevent

« rife and propagation of fuch a vice, upod hnti
o« death of any Indian, they burn all that &g

«¢ longs to the deceafed, that there-may b
_ e temptation for the parent to hoard up 32

« perfhity of arms, and domefic conveni

« for his children. “Fhey Rrengthen thisQ

« ftom, by a fuperfition, that it is agreeab YL

« the foul of the deceafed, to bur all theyl

« and that affii&ion follow thofe who ufe an;

_«¢ their goods. They cuitivate no more ;o

.t than is neceffary for;their plentiful fubfifta

¢« and hofpitality to firangers.”
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That governed by the plain and
»equltable laws of Nature, every oneis
‘“ remarked {olely according to his de-
45 ferts ; and their equality, conditien,
p“ ‘manners ard privileges, with that con-
"¢ ftant fociable familiarity which prevails
¢-:thro’ every Indian Nation, animates
m; ¢ them with a pure and ‘truly patriotic
i fpirit, that tends to the general good
< of the Society to which they belong.
Th The Indians, he fays, are not without
¢ fome fenfe of Religion, fuch as proves
___‘ that they - worthip the great Creator;
*with a degree of purity unknown to
gou Mations who have greater opportum-‘
in ties of improvement.
livi ¢ That the pleas of ‘Indians for mak-
“Oidiao war, are in general more rational
St #nd juft, than fuch as are brought by
that Europeans, in vindication of their pro-
vent. c‘e/cdmgs. To fecure the rights of
apot hnting to maintain the liberty
‘h“ ‘of!paffing thro’ their accuftomed tradts,
ﬂP aaf!d to guard thofe lands which they
wemeeonﬁdcr, from a long tenure, as their
this OWn, againft any infringment, are the
reeabigegteral caufles of thofe diflenfions
they k,;, hich fo often break out bctween the
gdian Nations. He agrees’ with
rlevoix, that the Indians feel in-
¢ juries




% juries with exquifite fenfibility ; whence Bivies
s they purfue vegeance with unremitting vine |
¢« ardour.” ‘ : ture and

Whilft in the Indian Country, he was ’tgcm.fe.
inftrumental in preventing the Chipeways that lov
and Nadoweflis Indians from profecuting
the war, which had during a courfe o
40 years, fubfifled b@m\cn them. This
the .old Indians told him, they had lon:.
wifhed to put an end to; but that thel
endeavours were fruftrated by the youn
warriors, of either nation; who coul
not reftrain their ardour when they me
“They faid they fhould be happy, if for g
~ chief of the fame pacific difpofition:y
" himfelf, and who poflefled an equal ¢
- gree of refolution and coolnefs, WOu:
fettlein the country between the two
tions ; for by the interference of fuchy,
perfon, an accommodation, which,
their part, they fincerely defired might,
‘brought about. From this circumftar,
as well as what Duprat and others obfeg
of the peaceable difpofition of fomepeigy;
the Indjans, we may well conclude, tetcd "
fufceptible as thofe untutored people ha-,
to the dictates of reafon, if the profelg
of Chriftianity. had, by a proper uly J
that fuperior knowledge they were el
voured with, honeftly laboured, tg
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© Pivine help, toacquaint them withthe na- -
ture and precepts of the Gofpel; to make
__them fenfible of thatuniverfalbrotherhood
% that loving, meek, forgiving fpirit, which
‘"' the precepts-and example of our Saviour _
" call for, it would have been a matter of --
> the greateft joy both to them and us;
NS it the- reverfe has happened, except-in .
onﬁ'a‘few particular inftances ; the different
he! denominations of Chriftians have rather -
U0 added frefh fuel to this falfe fire, by in- -
oul citing the poor Natives, when it has fuit- .
M¢ed their political purpofe, to violence
“Tmmongit themfelves, and to become par-
Ol ties in the wars they have waged onme-
al d:ag“‘iin‘ﬁ another. -
WOl A difpofition to mifreprefent and black-
i the Indians, in order to juftify, or
dlliate the pra&lice of unjuft and cruel
ch, meafures towards them, has particularly
ightipgeared in the affe@ing cafe of thofe
._,lﬁa“ﬁgﬁ:ﬁans, denominated Moravian Indians,
obtgitled on the Mufkingum, a branch of
fom¢he:Ohio ; who have, of late, deeply fuf-
de, 'eved on account of what they thought
epeaceable {pirit of the Gofpel requir-
rof€id of them. A true reprefentation of -
39 uf"ljéf%ﬁ@ate‘and difpofition of thofe Indians,
weresiwell as an account of this deplorable
tagfaltion, drawn from the account give:

en




< (24 )

en by the furvivors, appears neceflary, as in; wh; ch
‘well to refcue thofe innocent fufferers ~“,535they re

from the odium which has been fo un: %,;whjch
juftly caft upen them, asto prevent ftran. £¢; z
gers, who may come amongft us, from
forming fuch erronious ideas of the Na*
tives, as may have an influence upon the
People. ‘

The firlt gathering of thofe Indians ndrink
to a good degree of civil and religio
order, was about 30 years ago, by meahank

The place of their refidence at that tim#®Iith a g
was at Whihaloofing, on the Sufquehahole ay
ha, about 200 wmiles from Philadelphi.. &bout
In the converfation they had with forfl¢s
ferious people, in a vifit to that ¢

about the year 1756, at atime when t!
province was diftrefled by the Indian

they appeared to have a feeling fenfe

that inward change of heart which 3%
Golpel requires, and declared their p?

ticular difapprobation of war, and fix}¥@
sefolution to take no part therein ; app¥.th
hending it to be difpleafing to the Gr

Being, who, as one of them exprei;f

it,  Did not make men to deftroy m

¢ dut to love and affift each other.” T

held a conference with the Gover€
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iny which they informed him, ¢ That
hey remembered the old friendfhip
hich fubfifted between their Forefa-
feithers and ours; that they were great
p<::lovers of peace, and had not taken
ny part in the war.”’ ,
hey delivered three white prifoners’
ch they had recovered from the other.
ans. They defired that no ftrong
rink fhould be given them, nor be fent
bit@itheir town. The fpeaker, Papun-
k, appeared ferious, as under afenfe
f:the Divine Prefence, and concluded -
m#ith a folemn prayer, with which the .
le audience feemed much affected.
out 13 years paft, thefe Indians
ng with difficulty,. from an en-
e of White Settlers near them,
¢#¥:3which {pirituous liquors were brought
| o itheir towns ; -they removed. to the
(e Biifkingum, a branch of the Ohio. In
perigrination thither, they were ac.
anied by fome of the Moravians,
3. have long refided with thermn; and
r careful attention, both to their
nd religious.concerns, never leav-
m, even in the times of their great-
anger and difficulty, a near and
-connedtion between them took

C - During




‘During the late troubles, thefe Indiar
adhering to the principles they had 1
profefled, abfolutely refufed to take ar
part in the war, n()t%iﬁﬁanding * th st
threats and repeatéd abufes they receive ¥3¥
on that account from other tribes, pz.
ticularly thofe parties which paffed thr’¥%
their towns, in their way to our fro
tiers; whom they fometimes diffuadd
from thei? hoftile intentions, and p
vailed upon to go back again; or war}

_ed the - inhabitants of their dan
"This humane condu& being confidered?
obftruéive ‘to the hoftile proceeding:
the Tribes at war, was at length m
the pretence of carrying them off.:
cordingly, on the 4th of Auguft, 17
a ftring of Wampum was fent by
Chief of the Wyondats, who refided?#!

_ Sandufky, with a meflage, letting th
know, He was coming with a number?#

‘warriors ; but biding them be not. afrn 2
for hie was their friend. Ina few &%
after, 220 warriors arrived, when
ingacouncil of the head men of the't

_ Moravian towns, they acquainted t
they were cometo take them away ; &
deringit for a reafon, ¢ That they
< their Indians, were a great obftruf?”’

& to them in their war-path.”

A
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d them this anfwer: ¢¢ That it was
«‘impoffible for them to remove at that
ime, and leave their corn behind them,
they and their children fhould pe-
;o Gxith with hunger in the wildernefs.”
" E®ithis, the Chief of the Wyondats, at
feemed to attend ; but being infti-
by fome white men in their com-
¥, they perfifted in their refolution;
after killing many of the cattle and
ripping up their bedding, and
itting many other outrages, on the
of Auguft, and Septmber, forced
m from their three towns, in all be-
en 3 and 400 perfons ; who,  after a
us journey in the wildernefs, arrived -

@ branch of Sandutky creek, where
<body of them were ordered to re-
. Some of their principal men were
to Major Arent Schuyler De Pey-
, the Englifh\Commander at fort De-
5, who commended them, asa peace-~
people, and exhorted them to re-.
fuch ; “but added, That many com-.

had been made of them; that

d -given intelligence-to his ene-

c. he had fent for them; but

s inftru&tions had been -exceeded,

¢ ill-treatment they had received

gfiowever he would provide for them.
o o Thus




Thus the matter refted till the fpring
1782, when thefe Moravian Indians find
ing corn fcarce and dear at Sandufky, 3
defired liberty to return to their fettle
ments, to fetch fome of ‘their corn, o 2
“which they had left above 200 acra
ftanding ; which when -granted, man ¢
of them went, among whom were fev ¢
ral widows with their children, fome
whom had been fubjected 1o fuch
treme want, as to eat the carcafes of |
dead cattle and horfes. - -
When the people at and about the Mc 3
nongahela, underftood a number of Ing®]
answereat the Moraviantowns, they gar
out, that the intention of thofe peop”
was, . to fall upon the back inhabitani
which ought to be prevented. Wher
upon about 60 men got together, ap
fwimming their horfes over the Ohic™
came fuddenly upon the chief Morav
town. The firft perfon who appeart;
they fhot at and wounded, when comi
up to him, they found he was an
Indian, fon to John Bull, one of t
Moravians, by an Indian woman, _
whom he is regularly married;
killed and fcalped him, and proceed.
to the town. The Moravian Indis
who were moftly in the fields pul
~ c
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eérn, did not run off, as many of them

ﬁ%’ ht, if they had been confcious of any
ﬁ; @fence ; but came of their own accord,
y B

#8o the town, at the call of the white
, people, who at firft, exprefled friendthip
* o, lithem 5 bt foon after, violently feized
Laam‘w bound them; when the Helpers, *
' ofywhom there were five of the moft re-
able, in the company, and others
orted the younger, to fubmiffion and
ence ; . telling “them, they thought
ir troubles in this world, would foon
. M 2Exat an end, and they would be with
In qtheir Saviour. They then fung and pray.
sitogether, till they were led out, one

¥ the other, and inhumanly flaughtera
edigi firft the men; and then the women.
Eao boys, who made their efcape, relat-
thefe particulars. "One of them lay

calped; but recovering his fenfes,
: the other, who had hid himfelf
- the floor, was-an. eye-witnefs of
tragic fcene, and faw the blood of
. = Cz ) ~ the

9

;fg’ are Indié.x_-:s‘who afit the miffionae
eeping good erder amongf their people;
m occafion, give publie exhortations,

. .=

€ heap of the dead, in.a houfe, and -




the flain running in a ftream. Thefe Indi
ans before being bound, were {o little ap
prehenfive - of being chargcd with guilt, «
that they informed the White People, tha
more of their brethren were at anothe;
town to which they accompanied them;
who in like manner fell a facrifice wit
them, to the barbarity of the whites g
The dead bodies were afterwards bume( 0
with the houfes. Before their :
they were alfo obliged to fhew in whx
part of the woods they had conceale®
their effects, when the other Indians (z
before mentioned) took them away.
Thofe at the third town having fon
mtelligence of what pafled, made the
efcape. One of the Helpers, who efcg
ed relates, Thatin a conference they hif4
with the other Helpers, when they ¢
fidered what they fhould do in cafe of #
attack, exther from the- Amencans,

Englith, fome of whom charged them?
having, -thro’ the intelligence they g
to the Virginians,- been the occafi’
of the flaughter - of their brethren,’
Gofchaching ; :
ence was, * Not to go away, neverthel®
“ toleave each oneto altaccordingto
o tcclmg of his own heart, He a%dé
e
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hat - there was fo much love amongft
hem, that he had never felt the like
efore.”” This is a fummary of this
adful tranfaition, 4sit is given by the
ciple leader of thofe that remain,
‘ he Account, as it ftands in the Penn-
mh fylvania Gazette, of April 17th, 1782,
giving an account of the incurfions
e Indians, adds, ¢ That the peo-
e being greatly alarmed, and baving
cived intelligence that the Indian
fitowns, on the Muifkingum, had net
ved as they had been told. a
mber of men properly provided, col-
&ed and rendevoufed on the Ohio,
pofite' the. Mingo Bottom, with a
fign to furprife the above towns
160 men fwam the river, and -
oceeded to the towns on the Muf-
gum, where the Indians had col-
fted a large quantity of provifions
fupply their war-parties. They. ar-
ed at the town in the night, undife
govercd, attacked the Indians in their
gabbins, and fo completely f{urprifed
em, that they killed and fcalped
ards of go, but a few making
ir efcape, about 40 of which were
prriors, the reft old women and chil-
n. About 8o horfcs fell into their
g hands,




( 32 )
¢« hands, which they loaded with the
s 4l

pl\mdcr, the greateft part furrs and ford
« {kins; and. _returned ' to the hxo,maﬂs
« without thelofs. of oneman’ thé oth
It is alledged, in vindication of this
deliberate maffacre, that 40 of thofe In _‘;
dians Were Warriors, prcparmg to attacdt®
eur fronuers . but this affertion contm°
 didsit felf or had it been the cale,
hkely they would have brougt

3s not
their wives,: with the widowss and 3
children, who were {lam with them, &
have fuffered them with themfelves, tO
thus murder , without making the lez
gefiftance, © hutt to their xmndo:nzrs.l

Soon af teﬁ' the death of thele Indiat
about soo’men, probably encouraged
blcdattheoldM

this eafy conqueft affem
& fide of the Ohio, andbet

gosont héwe
cqmpped on horfeback, fet on for

an Indians refided, in
de{h-oy tbat fettlement, and other Inde.
towns iR thofe parts 3 but the Wyand?
and other Indians, having fome
ledge of thcu' approach, met them
Sandu{ky, when an engagement enf
* 0 which fome of the affailants wereH
ed;and feveral taken prifoners, amos
wh.om was the»Commnder Col i




, and his fon-in-law. Thc Col. the
h&lans put to a cruel death, and killed

¢ other, with other prxfoncrs.
oubtlefs the cruelty exercifed on the
and the death of the prifoners taken
andufky, was, in a great meafure,
ing to the murder of the peaceable
ravian Indians, at which they exprefl-
uch difpleafure.
is grievous tranfaltion appears in
more afflitive point of view, when
j_confidered, that tho’ many threats
‘been thrown out againit thofe Indi--
' both by the Englith and Ameri- -
,* yetthey took no ftep for their fe-
curity,

b m,

As the Wyondat King in his Speech told

¢« My coufins, you Chriftian Indians, in
denhutten, Shoenbrun and Salem, I am
rned on your account, as I fee you live
i dangerous ‘fituation. Two mighty and
Gods ftand oppofite to each other, with
mouths wide open, and you ftand be-
them, and are in danger of being crufh-
e one or the other of them, or both,
umbled with their teeth.” To which
ftian Indians anfwered, Uncle, &c. &c.
wanees our Nephews We have hi-
. feen our fituation fo dangerous as not
e. Welive in peace Wlth all ma.nkmdd
ana

~
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curity, trufting in the care of Heaver,
and the proteftion of the governmen; &
under which they had lived, many year
with due fubmiffion. But Tach is th
corrupting nature of war, that it gradu
ally hardens the heart, to a fearful d
gree of infenfibility. Yet furely a tin
of roufing muft come, when, if not gi
en up to obduracy, equal to their delui.
on, the bleod of thefe innocent peop:
will be heavy upon all concerned in
fhedding of it. L
‘We cry out againft Indian cruelty;
is any thing which Indians have.do
(all circumftances confidered) more i
- confiftent with juftice, reafon, and I,
manity, than the murder of thofe Mo
vian Indians ; a peaceable, innocent peg
ple, whofe condu&, even when -ung
the fcalping-knife, evidenced a deper,
ance on Divine Help for fupport, as mug
becoming Chriftians, as their fufferi
in fupport of their religious princip

and have nothing to do with the war. ~ Wey
fire and requeft no more, than that we maj=#
permitted to live in peace and .quiet

will preferve your words and confider them:
and fend you, Usncle, ananfwer,
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d their fidelity to the goveriment had
ore manifefted them to be our fpecial
ends.

In vindication of thisbarbarous tranf-
don, endeavours have been ufed, to
ke us believe, that the whole race of
ans are a people prone to every vice,
eftitute of "every virtue ; and with-
a capacity for improvement. What
his but blalphemoufly to arraign the
om of our Creator, and infinuate,
he exiftence He has given them, is
#9mpatible with his moral government

fhe world. But this muft be admitted
make way for the propofal of endea-
g the univerfal extirpation of In.
from the face of the earth. Such,

"is the’ manner in which too many
pretended followers, of the meek
fiering Saviour of the world, would
- the prophecy - conccrning him,
bat. he fhall bave the Heathen for hbis
beritance, and the uttermoft Parts of
earth for his poffeffion> And who
Af declared, <€ .That he came not to
roy mens’ lwes, but to fave them;”
hen fainting in his laft agony, un-
yockery and derifion, conceived at
prayer, and an' apology for his
ers: < Fatber, Jorgive them, thzy
«“ know
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 know not wwhat they do.” Now fo far
as we know the prevailance of this fpirit
of love and forgivenefs, over the pride
and wrath of our hearts, fo far are we
the- difciples and followers of Chrift;
and fo far only, can we truly pray for,
and witnefs the coming of His kingdom:
and on the other hand, fo far as we are
fubje to a vindi&tive and unforgiving
fpirit, fo far weare in a ftate of alie-
nation from God, and reprobate con-
cerning a true faith in the Lord Jefus
Chrift. which works only by love, to the
purifying of the heart from every difpo.
- fition of a contrary nature. ~Was this
~~——~diftinction always obferved in our re’'gi.
ous difcriminations of mankind, we
fhould get thro’ abundance of frivolous
and fuperficial prejudices which divide
the Chriftian World, and be convinced,
that it is not the colour of our fkins,
outward circumftances or profeflion, but
_ the ftate and temper of the mind and
will, which makes us Jews or Gentiles;
" Chriltians or Heathens ; Elé& or Repro-

ate, in the fight of God. That this
chatjge of heart is the fure effe& of the
coming of Chrift’s kingdom, was evi-

denced in many of thofe Indians, whofe
cafe is here reprefented ; who, by yield;
o - ing
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} ing to the operations of Divine Grace,”
were brought to an entire reformation of
mind and manners. That favage feroci- -
‘ty, with all thofe dazzling notions of ho-
nour, to be gained from the deftruction
of mankind, fo naturalto the fallen fons
of Adam, have gradually melted away
in thefe Indians, into a frame of meek-
| nefs, humility” and love, which fup.
ported them in that lamb-like {fubmiffion,
under that remarkable fucceflion of trials
and afllitions which was permitted to at-
tend them ; whereby many of them are
at length put bcyond the rcach of enmi-

We are told by a late Authgy, who '
 appear's zealous for the extirpation of all
Indians, ¢ That for a keg of whifkey,
« you might induce .any Indian te murder
| « bis wife, ‘children qnd  beft friend.’®
That this is nota juft charatter of Indi.
ans, all, who are actuainted with that
people, can teftify: yer there aré, doubt. -
lefs, ill-difpofed people amongft them, as
well as amongft us, who under the dread-
ul power of ftrong drink, (which has an
uncommon bad éffett on them) may be
led into the greateft enormities. Never--
“Rthelefs, as has been mentioned, impar-
il men, who from good views, have
‘ : - yifi ‘ted




"parts. Thefe have fpent much time and

-« fury”
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vifited or refided with them, reprefent- §-T
them in a very different light : as Char- I
levoix, and other French and Spanith § I
Authors: John Elliott, Thomas Mayew;
John Sergeant, in New-England ; David §
Brainard and others in the Jerfeys; and B W
more lately the Moravians in different i

labour for the civil and religious improve-
ment of the Natives, in which they all
exprefled fatisfa&tion and comfort. B

And it is worthy of peculiar notice,
that in the wars the Indians have waged
upon our frontiers, there has fcarce been
an inftance of any of thofe Indians, who
had- made a ferious profeffion of the
Chriftian Religion, having been concern-
ed in the barbarous eruptions againft us.* .

h : p . Thelc|§

*Neal, p. 30, 2d. vol. fays, ¢“There is one thing
¢c- which deferves to be taken notice of ; thatis,
« the unfhaken fidelity of the Indian Converts,
e duringthe whole courfe of the war. whom nei-
«¢ ther perfuafion nor threatnings of their coun-
« trymen, could draw from their allegiance to
« the Englifh. The government bad a watchful
« eye upon'them at firft, and the mob being in-
«¢ cenfed againft Indians, could hardly be re
« ftrained from facrificing the Converts to their

' : The
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.E-Thele have generally put themfelves un-
f der the protection of their feveral govern-
ments ; as former inftances in New-Eng-
f land, and the inftance of the Moravian
E Indians, both in the. former, and late
| war, will undoubtedly evince. '
The people of Pennfylvania, and New-
| Jerfeys, as has been already noted, have
had full opportunity to expericnee the
 good difpofition and kindnefs of the In-
dians, fo long as they were treated with
juftice and humanity, as particularly ap-
pears from the many ftriking inftances of
probity, gratitude and beneficence, on
record, at a time when the difparity of"
their numbers was fo great, that they

might have eafily deftroyed the fettl;rs,
' . ad

The fame Author obferves, That the govern-
ment was fo well fatisfied with-the fidelity of the
Indians, that inftead of difarming them, as was
defired. the Indians an Martha’s Vineyard, who
were twenty to one in number to the White
People, continued fo faithful to .their engage-
ments, that they were {upplied with all foris of
ammanition, and tne defence of the Ifland com-
mitted to their care; and fo faithful were they to
their truft, that all people that landed upon the
Hland, during the courfe of the war, were, with«
out diflin&ion, brought before the Geovernor.
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. had they been fo minded.  But {fo far
were they from molefting them, that they
were rather as nurfing fathers to them;
granting them ample room. for fettle-
-~ ments; freely affifting them with the
means of living, at eafy rates ; manifeft-
ing, thro’ a long courfe of years, a ftri&
care and fidelity in obferving their trea-
ties, and fulfilling their other- engage-
ments ; which there is the greatelt reafon
to conclude would {liil be the cafe, in
every part of the continent, if the famg |
equitable and??kind meafures were purfu-
ed. o ‘ :
Upon the whole, it is a matter of un-
doubied perfuafion, with tmpartial® peo-
ple, who have been converfant with Indi-
ans, that if their dipofitions and natural
powers are duly confidered, they will be
found to be equally with our own, capa-
ble of improvement in knowledge and
virtue, and that the apparent difference
between us and them, is chiefly owing to
our different ways of life, and different
- ideas of what is neceflary and defirable,
and the advantage of education, which
puts it in our power to glofs over our
own conduét, however evil; and to fet
theirs, however defenfible, in the moft
adious point of light. ‘
. : Much
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.Much of their blamqble tondd&, now
complained of, is certainly imputable to
a long contmucd train of fraudulent and

corrupt praitices, in our intercourfe with
;tc them, efpecially, the fatal introdu&ion

“of ftrong drink, of which they have of-
ten complained, * and deﬁrcd it mlght

a- e not
Ca

1

in o

1£ * At the treaty at Carlifle, in x"-); 3, the Indi-
1~ ans fay, ¢ The Rum ruins us. We beg you

‘¢ would prevent its coming in f{uch quantities,
‘¢ We defire it may be- forbidden, and none fold
* in the Indian country; but thatif the Indians
‘¢ wiil have any, they may go amongft the In-
“ habitants, and deal with them. When thefe
Whitkey tfaders come, they bring 30 or 40

Kegs, and pug them before us, and make us.
- drink, andsg“é all the fkins that fhould go to
pay the debts we bave contraded, for goods
d _bought of the fair trader; and by "this mearns,
€ « we n~t oaly ruin our! elves, but them too.
0 «¢ The wicked whifkey fellers, when they have
1t once got the Indians in liquor, make them fell

their very clothes from their backs. In fhort,
¢ if this praftice bz continued, we mult be ine-.
h t¢ yitably ruined. We mol’t earneﬁly, therefore,

1 befeech you to remedy it.”
et We find an early record, in the Hiftory of \IEW-‘
it Jerfey. to the credit of the people of that day,.

That st a conference they heid with the Indiags,:
where 8 Kings or Chiefs were prefent, the fpeaker
,, expreﬂ'e&
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not be brought amongft them, by which
inftead - of allaying the ferment of cor-
rupt nature, bya good example, and the
good inftruttion, which our fuperior
. knowledge would enable us to give them,
too many have been inftrumental in work-
ing them up to a ftate of diftrattion,
-which whenithas burft forth in vengeance
upon ourfelves; is made a pretence for
. deftroying them, as tho’ they were whol-
ly the aggreflors..

Fhat Indians may be tempted or pre-
voked to the perpetration of great evils,
by the intempcrate love and ufe of ftrong

; liquors,

exprefl” & himfelfto the following effe& : « Strong
*¢ liquers were fold to us'by the Sweeds and by
*“ the Dutch; thefe people had no eyes, they
¢ did not fee it was hurtful to us’; that-it made
“usmad. We know it is hurtful to us. Ne-
verthelefs, if people will fell it to us, we are
fo in love with it, that we cannot forbear ; but
-ncw there is a people come to live amonglt us,
that have eyes ; they fee it to be for our hurt 5
“ they are willing to deny themfelves the profit,
« for our gopd. Thefe people have eyes, weare
¢ glad fuch a people are come, we muft put it
«“.down by mutual confent. We give thefe 4
¢ beits of wampum to be a witnefs of this
¢ agreement. we make with you; and would
3¢ have you tell it to your children.”

4
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liquors, is eafily conceived ; but whethex
they, who, to gratify the cravings of for-
did avarice, furnith them with the intox-
| icating potion, and then take advantage
“of their fituation, to impofe upon them,
and tempt them to evil, are not princi-
pally accountable, for the crimes they
commit, and their confequences, is not
a query worthy of their moft awful -
confideratton. ,

Had the views of the inhabitants of
the colonies, been more juft and wife,
and their condut towards the Natives
regulated by abenevolence worthy of the
Chriftian Name, every reafonable pur-
pofe of fettling in their country, might
have been. fully accomplifhed, and they .
at the fame time become, generally, as.
well civilized, as thofe few. who were
under the care of the Moravians, at the
Mufkingum.

"The accounts of the wicked-policy -
and cruelties exercifed by the Spaniards
upon their Indians, we read with horror,
“without confidering how far ourfelves are
in a degree guilty of fomething of the -
fame. ' o

How many peaceable Indians, refiding
amongft us, have formerly as well as
lately, been murdered, with - impunity,

: to
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to fatisfy ‘the rage of angry men, tho”
under the prote&tion of the law, with-
out any attonement being made. *

What deftrution both of Indians and

others, thro’ a violent infringement on
what they apprehended to be their rights.
‘What dreadful havock has the defire of
gain made amongft them, by the fale.of
fpirituous liquors, &c. &ec. Surely this
muft be accounted for, when an inqui-
fition for blood takes place. = Indeed in-
tereft, as well as duty, fhould induce the-
people, in general, to endeavour the
bringing the Indians off from thofe falfe’
habits and prejudices, which ‘are as ob-
ftru&tive to their own happmcfs, as they
are dangerous to ours.

To what degree of diftrefs, a few In-
. dians can reduce a country, letthe An-
nals of New-England teftify, particular-
. Iy by -the long and diftrefing wars with
the Ea.&cm Tribes, T who upon the mak-

ing

* At the Coneﬁogo Manor, Lancafter town,
and feveral otherfinftances.

t D. Neal, fpeaking of tke cccaﬁon of this

- war with the Eaftern Indiaugs, 2d.vol. page 24,

‘ fays - ¢ That the Europeans cheated : the

. Na
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ing a peace with them, were found to
be fo fmall a number, that it occafioned
the celebrated Cotton Mather, to take

[{3
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up the following lamentation: ¢ Surely

we had fmitten the whole army of the
Indians, that fought againf? us, twenty-
three years ago, from one end of the
land to the other ; only there were left
a few wounded amongff them in the
eaft, and now they have rifen up, cve-
ry man, and bhave fet the whole coun-
try on fire. Certainly a more humbling
matter cannot be related.  Moregver, is
it not @ wvery bumbling thing, that when
about an bundred Indians dur/t begin a
war upon all thefe populous colonies, ar -
army of a thoufand Englifb raifed, muf?
not kill one of them all, but inftead there-
of, mare of our [oldiers perifbed by fick-
nefs and hardfbips, than we bad ene-
mies in the world.  Qur God has bum-
. ; “ pred

Natives in the moft open and bare-faced man-
ner imaginable, and . treated them like {flaves.
The Indians were not infenfible of this ufage;
but were afraid to do themielves juftice, till they
heared that all New-England was involved in a
bloody war, when they plainly told the Englifh,
they would bear their infults no louger.”
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“ pled us. Fs it not a wvery humbling
¢ thing, that when the number of our ene-
¢ mies afterwards increafing, yet an hand-
“ ful of them fbould, for [o many fum-
¢ mers together, continuc our unconquered
 fpoilers, and pat usto fuch vaft charges,
“ that if we would have bought them for
 an hundred pounds a head, we [hould
“ have made a faving bargain of it.
“ Qur God has humbled us.”” *

What an inftru&ive leffon may the
rulers of government, and the people;
gather from this pathetic lamentation;
how ought it to induce us diligently to la-
bour for the maintenance of Peace and
Friendthip with all our Indian neigh-
bours. . _

How ought we to look up to God, the
common Father of the family of man.
kind, requefting he would enable -us to
fow the feeds of Benevolence and Mer-
cy, carefully avoiding thofe of War and
Deftru&ion.t

- ‘ It

* Hutchiafon, vol. 2, p. 4, fays, «The province
of Maflachuletts, in the courfe of fixty years,
hath been at greater expence, and hath Ioft more
of its inhabitants, than all the other colonies
upoa the continent.”

+ Ibid. page 307. “ Every perfon almoft, 'ﬂiln'

: &
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It was, very probably, the want of
fuch a care j

ftruction of the Pequot Indians, the?

| perpetrated many years before, which

produced the grievous crop of calamity
and diftrefs here complained of; for
however time and changes may veil paft

-tranfactions, and remove them~-from

fight, and the remembrance of men, yet
they will remain, as prefent, jnthe view
of Divine Purity ; and whilft unrepented
of, will, tho’ covered, as with dirt and

‘drofs, remain ag engraven. om a rock,
‘which when the overflowing ftream pre-

vails, and that- time of gcneral'inquiry,
comes, when fecret things fhall be re.
vealed, will appear as 2 teftimony againft
tranfgreflors. : :
The Annals of New-England informs

us, that the firft fettlers met with kind -
treatment from the Natives, - even when

they were few, and fo fickly, that in the

firft  winter, one half of their number
died. o
1 Hutchinfon,

——

the two colenies, had loft a relation or pear
friend.”

s

/
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- Hutchinfon, obferves, ¢ That the |
¢ Natives fbewed -courtefy to the Eng- |
« lifp, at their firft arrival ; were ho-
< fpitable, and made fuch as would eat
 their jfood, welcome to it, and readily
< inftructed them in the planting and cul-
tivating the Indian Corn. Some of the
Englifb who loft themfelves in the woods,
¢ and muft ot/jerwi{e bave perifbed with
Jamine, they relieved and condutled
< home.” ~ R

It was about fifteen years after, when. §§

the fettlement on the Connedticut river, 1
was making {peedy advances towards the
. country of the Pequots, that differences
arofe between thofe Indians and the Eng.
lith;; fome traders were killed, whether .
thro’ the fault of the Indians, or White
People, is uncertain, as each blamed the
other’; the Indians, however, fhewed a
~great defire to maintain peace between
them and the Englith, for which purpofe
Neal oblerves,  They twice Jent. depu-
¢ ties to Boflon, with prefents,”” which
might with patience and forbearance,
thro’ the blefling of God, have been im--
proved ; but the Englith infifting on the
delivery of the perfons concerned, which
the Indians delaying to comply with, per-
“haps for want of power, the Englith
e - fell
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% fell upon them, flew [everal, firing thelr

“ aigwams, and fpoiling their corn, &c.”?

@ which enraged the Indians to fuch a de.
gree, that, giving up their endeavours
for peace, they attacked the fort on Con-
necticut river ; flew {everal perfons; and
carried away two maidens, who were afs

 terwards returned.  Upon this, the dif-
ferent New-England governments con-
cluded to unite their forces, to deftroy
thofe Indians ; which was fo effettually

‘done, that Captain Underhill, -who was
‘aprincipal Commander in that expediti-
on, in his book intitled News from Amea
rica, page 2, tells us, * Thofe Indians,
1« the Pequots, were drove out of their
 « country, and flain, by the fword, to the
“ number of fifteen hundred fouls, in the

R & fpace of two months or lefs; fo as their

“ country is fully fubdued, and fallen into

“ the hands of the Englifb’ :

Hutchinfon fays, ¢ This was the firf}

% action between the Englifb and Indians ;

% the policy, aswell asthe morality of which,

“ he obferves, may well be queftisned.”

And he adds, ¢ The Indians have ever

“ fbewn great barbarity to their Englifs

% captives ; the 'Englg'/g,'in too many ine.

% fances, bave retaliated it.  This has

“enly enraged them the more. Befides,

. - - E “ 1o
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& to deftroy women' and children, for the
< parbarity of their hufbands, cannot be.

“ cafily juftified. Many of the captives
¢ awere fent to Bermudas, and fold for
« flaves.” * ¢ :

This account of the deftru&ion of the

~ Pequot Indians, is by no means intended

as a refleGtion on the people of New-

England ; fenfible, that ‘it is now long:

fince many amongft them, have been
- foremoft in furnithing inftances of the
blefling attendant on the extenfion of

friendly meafures, and a commendable:

care for the civil and religious welfare of

— the Indians ; as well as they have of late

- years, fhewn an examplary and praife.
worthy concern for doing juftice to ‘the
opprefled Africans: but eonly for ‘this
néceflary purpofe, that the dreadful ex-
perience of former times, may be, as
inftrutive cautions in our future tranf-
B alions

;

. ¥ Neal, page 23, bbfe.rves,;_;i-elat,ing' to thofe
Pequot Indians, ¢ That they rhade a noble fiand

againft the united force of New-England, and
would certainly have defended their country Jf
againft the encroachment of the Englifh, if the
* . " Narraganfets, their inveterate,engmif%,, had not
.#fked the Englifh to dsfiroy them.” B

P Cato h e b A S
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altions with our Indian neighbours, in
the {everal fettlements now likely to be
made on lands belonging to them, or
claimed by them. - Indeed we cannot be-
too weighty in confidering how we lay
our foundation for future happinefs or
mifery ; as our Saviour’s declaration
will be verified often, in time, and cer-

tainly in eternity: That as we fow we
fhall reap ; -and with that meafure we -
meety 1t fhall be meafured to us again.
B And altho’ the children are not accounta-
‘W'ble for the iniquity of their fathers; yet
where the children are bafking and re-
joicing in the eafe and plenty they enjoy
thro’ the fins of their fathers, as® pe-
culiarly - the eafe of thofe, who are pof-
fefled of eftates procured by hard mea-
fures towards Indians, or thro’ the op-
preflion of the Negroes; thefe as they
rejoice in thofe poffeflions, which the
ST N has produced, cannot expe&
otherwife than, to be partakers in the

PLAGUE. 7 '
‘Upon the whole, if the peace and
fafety of the inhabitants of our wide ex-
tended frontiers ; the lives and welfare of
Qfo many innocent and helplefs pe.op_lc,
depends on the maintenance of. a friend- -
ly intercourfe with our Indian neighs
bours, -
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bours, what greater inftances of patriot-
ifm, of love to. God and mankind, can
be thewn, than to promiote, to the utmoft
- of .our power, not only the civilization
of thefe uncultivated people, whom Pro.
vidence has, as it were, caft under our
care; but alfo their ‘eftablithment, in a
pious and virtuous life.. On the other
hand, what greater injury can be done to
our country, than to diffufe, amongft the
“thoughtlefs part of the people, a difpofi.
tiofi, - and promote a condu&, tending
not only to deprive us of the advantage,
which a’ friendly intercourfe with them
may produce ; * but by raifing their en.

* Asitis expefted that meafures are now tak-
ing to procure 2 free communication with the In-
dianCountry, whereby an extenfive trade with the
Natives will probably take place, and which, under
proper regulation, may prové very beneficial, o
the contrary, if left to the management of the
Traders, who have generally no other view but

_ gain. . Isit not an obje& wortdy the pecaliar no-
tice of the different. Legiflatlires, that a fpeciil
. guard behad agaiaft the evil confequences which
* will certainly attend, it an effe@ual reftraint is
not laid on the introdu&ion of fpirituous liquors,
and other abufe, -agiongk the Indians,

-
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mity and wrath, expefe the country to
thofe grievous calamities, which an In-
dian war often has, and will again, un-
doubtedly produce.

. APPENDIX
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APPENDIX

-

K-o-%N an hiftorical account of Ge-
; I § neral Boquet’s expedition
. i againft the Ohio Indians,
B2~ publithed under his infpedti-
on, in 1765, we meet with' a lift of the
fighting men of the different Indian na-
tions of _the northern and fouthern di-
ftri@s of North-America, amounting to
fifty-fix thoufand, five hundred and eigh-
ty, confifting, chiefly, of - fuch Indians
as the French were connected with in.
Canada and Louifiana, - . ,
- This account we are there told may be
depended upon, fo far as matters of this
kind can be brought near the truth, be-
ing given by a French trader of ‘confidea
rable note, who had refided many years -
amongft the Indians. - _ o
The publither of that account, a per-
fon of reputation, now in this city, v&:ho

has for many years made matters relating
o to.
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to Indians his particular ftudy, tells us,
¢¢ That fo large a number of fightin
men may ftartle us at firft fight; but the
account feems no where exaggerated,
excepting only that the Calawba nation
(mentioned in the lift to be 150 gun-men)
is now almoft extinét. o
“In fome nations which we are acquaint.
ed with, the account falls, even fhort o
- their numbers ; and fome others do not
_ appear to be mentioned atall, or at léaft
not by any name known to us: Such for
inftance, are the lower Crecks; of whom
we have a lift, according to their towns.
In this lift their warriors or gun-men are
1180, and their inhabitants about 6000.
Thus a comparative judgment may be
formed of the mations above-mentioned;
the number of whofe inhabitants will (in
this proportion to the warriors, -viz. five
to one) be about 283000.”
From the above account of the num-
‘ber of Indians known to us, befides thofe

we areunacquainted with, how importantll

muft it appear, to every fenfible feeling
“mind, thata friendly inter¢ourfe be main.
tained with them, as well from our duty
-as Chriftians, as the great ‘advantage
which would arife from a well regulated
trade; and the dreadful diftrefs and fuf.
’ ) T  ferings




erings, which a difagreement with them
glmight -bring upon fo vaft a number of

ielplefs people,  on our long extended
frontiers. *

In

* To thofe who profefs that peaceable principle,
which implies a full reliance upon the Divine pro-
tection, the number, or apparent power of any
:adverfaries is of little weight.

-But it is t® be obferved, thefe are quotatiens
from authors, not of the fame peaceable profefli-
on, and are therefore confidered as proper to in-
form thofe readers, who, not grounded in this
peaceable uniting principle. are of contrary fenti-
ments, of the neceflity they are under, even as
prudent men, wupon their own prizciples, to conci-
liate the friendthip of the natives

The common affertion, that if - friendly and
pacific meafures werealone purfued, the proper-
ty of thofe fo diipofed, would become a prey to
every invader. But this affertion cannot be al-
lowed ‘as valid, except we believe that ¢ the

; Lord has forfaken the earth;” Ezek. ix. 1g. but,
< if the Lord reigneth,” Pf. Ixzliii. 1. and ¢ we
tear his name, he will be a wall of fire round
aboutus.” Zach. ii. .

And whatever fuffering is permitted to come
upon any, on’account of their fidelity to what
they may think theif duty requires, in the fapport of
that peaceable government of Chrift, tfe encreafe
of nwhich, we are tcld by the prophet Ifaiah, there
isto beno end; asin the cafe of the Moravian In-
dians, it will be but as a deliverance from their
troebles in this world, .and of a more exceeding
Weigixt of glory, in that which is to.come..




In the hiftory of the Britith domxmo nie
in North-America, already’ mentloncd:l )
2d. vol, page 68, we meet with the fo s,
lowing inftruive obfervations: ¢ T
perpetual increafing generations of El‘g

. ropeans, in America, may fupply nuni
bers that muft in the end wear out thef
poor Indian inhabitants from their Coutf .
try ; but we fhall pay dear, both in blodk
and treafure, in the mean whxlc, fer o
injuftice. E

- Owur frontiers, from the nature of ade

“vancing fettlements difperfed along th§
branchings of the upper parts of our rg
vers, and fcattered in the difunited vag
leys, amidft the mountains, muft be a§
ways unguarded and defencelefs again§
the incurfions of Indians. bl
‘farmcr driven from his little cultured log
in the woods, is loft : The Indias in -T
woods, is every where at home; ever
buth, every thicket, is a campto 'the Ik
dian; from whence, at the very momc:#
. when heis fure of his blow, he can ruffi

~ uponhis prey. In fhort, ou frontier fef -

" tlements muft ever lie at the #ercy of th}
favages'; and a fettler is the natural pref
to an Indian, whofe fole- occupatlon i\;
war and hunting. Lk
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. To countries circumftanced as our co-
0 &nies are, an. Indian. is the moft dread-
°%l of enemies. - For in a war with Indi-
gs, no force whatever, can defend our
ontiers from being a conftant wretched
ene of conflagrations, and of the moft
3 Whereas on . the
our temporary ' expeditions
ainft the Indians, even if fuccefsful,
n do' them little harm. Every article
& their property is portable, which they
Bways carry with them; anditis no
@rcat matter of diftrefs to an Indian, to
§¢ driven from his dwelling ground,
gho finds a-home in the firft place he fits
“¥wn upon.”




