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PREFACE.

=

Though the Preface comes first, it is usually written last; and to this custom, for

special reasons, PircTturesqur CaNapa is no exception.  Now. that the last page of

of the work has been written, the time has come to explain and give thanks. .1 was

reluctant to undertake the editorship, but consented because, being in sympathy with

Canadian aspirations and knowing Canada from ocean to ocean, I believed that a

work that would represent its characteristic scenery and the history and life of its

‘people would nd{ only make us - better known to ourselves and to strangers, but

would also stxm‘ulate national sentiment and contribute to the rwhtful de\clopment of
the nation. Iéhe favour with whlch the work has been received is due not merely to
its artistic merit, but to, the growing patriotic spirit of’the people, and their desire,
therefore, té see faithfully reproduced some of the scenes of the land they love.
Beginniné‘; at the rock of Quebec, where our life began, we traced the early his-
tory of Canadi, -and followed the track of the fur-traders and coureurs de bois up the
St. Lawrence to Three Rivers and Montreal . up the Ottawa, across to the Nipissinés,

and far on to the Lake of the Woods and the thousand miles of alluvial beyond,

where the Verendryes first built forts and made alliances with prairie chiefs, and where

‘the foundations of mighty provinces are now being laid. -We stopped at the Rocky

Mountains, and returned to hear the thunder of Niagara, and to trace the beginnings
of the strong political life of Ontario in its centres at Niagara, Toronto and the fertile
western peninsula. .The newer counties on Lake Huron, and the romantic scenery of
Muskoka next received attention; and then the old. settlements of the United Empire
Loyahsts on the Bay of Quinté.. From Kingston we followed the course of the St.
Lawrence through ’}J:he Thousand Islands and past the Eastern Townships and Tadousac,

down to where tf)é .great river meets the sea-like Gulf.  Lastly, the Atlantic prov-
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inces, with the historic ruins of Annapolis and Louisburg, were sketched, and our

closmg pages.were given to the Mountain Province. on the Pacific.

Concermng the difficulties met in securing worthy descriptions by ‘pen and pencil

of half a continent, 1. need not speak. Wherever our writers and artists went, they -

received every kindness. ~ George McDougal and J. Baptist Esqrs., of Three Rivers.
J. Mclntyre. Esq.. of Fort William, and the Abbé¢ Casgrain, we must thank for special

courtesics: and the late Alpheus Todd, LL.D., gave "valuable -information on many

points.  The Director of the Geological Survey and Dr Robert Bell put at our dls-v

posal photowraphs for illustrating the Hudson Bay route-a part of the country inac-

,cessxble to ordinary artists,—and [)r G. M. Dawson gave his striking view of buffalos

among the foot-hills of the Rock\ Mountains.  The editor of the Art Department
jOlﬂS me in tlmnkmw all who assisted in gaining for Picturesoue Caxapa the large
measure of success which, d(.COfdan‘ to the generous testlmon) of our own pl:ess and
of foreign critics and publishers. it has deservedly obta,med We feel that a tribute

is due from us to the Messrs. Belden. Whatever the deficiencies may be, ‘the pub-

lishers cannot be blamed for them. They accepted from us every good suggestion,

and never hesitated at any expense. \

To me the work has been a labour of love, and the numerous letters connected
with it. of kind recognition, of advice and correction, received from time to tlme, have
been constant reminders that Lanada has warm frlends in all parts of the world, and
that men are more disposed to praise than to cntrcxze. Apologies are oﬁt of dateA
~We did what we could; and we trust that - our \\orL will be accepted as from men

who would fain give their best to the country

-

G. M. GRANT.
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France well rid of *fifteen thousand acres-of snow,

HISTORICAL REVIEW.
UR work begins with Quebec. Rightly so. Canada has not much of a past, but
all that it has from Jacques Cartier's day clusters round that cannon-girt promon-

tory; not much of a present, but in taking stock of national outfit, Quebec should

count for something;—indced, would count with any pcople. We have a future, and

with it that .great red rock and the red-cross flag that floats over it arc inseparably

bound up.

The glowing pages of Parkman reveal how much can be made of our past. A son
of the soil like Le Moine, who ‘has an hereditary right to be animated by the gendus
Joct; whose Boswell-like conscientiousness in chronicling everything connected with the
sacred spot deserves all -honourable mention, may exaggerate the importance of the city
and the country, its past and its present. But truer far his extreme—if extreme it be—than
Voltaire’s or La Pompadour’s, and their successors’ in our own day. The former thought
" with an appreciation of the'subject
like unto his estimate of those * Juifs miscrables,” about whose literature the world was

not likely .to trouble itself much longer when it could get the writings of -the French

- Philosophes instead. . The latter heartily agreed with him, for—with Montcalm dead—

“at last the King will have a chance of sleeping in peace.” To us it seems that the

port which for a’ century and a half was the head-quarters of France in the New World,

_the door by which she entered and which could be closed against all others, the centre

from which she aimed at the conquest of a virgin continent of altogether unknown extent,
. : , :
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“and from which her adventurous children sct forth—long-robed missionaries leading the

way, trappers and soldiers following—until they had established themsclves at every
strategic point on the St. Lawrence. the Great Lakes, the Ohio. and the ~Mississippi
from the Falls of St. Anthony to New Orleans, must always have historical and poctic
significance. The city and the Province which for the next hundred and twenty vears
have remained French in appearance and French to the core, yet have fought repeatediy
and are ready to fight again side by side with the red-coats of Great Britain—the best
proof surcly that men can give of loyal allegiance —“luch preserve old Norman and
Breton customs and traits, and modes of thought and faith that the Revolution  has
submerged in the France of their fore-fathers. fondly nursing the seventcenth century in
the lap of the nincteenth, must, perhaps beyond any other spot in North Amcrica, have
an interest for the artist and the statesman.

In the sixteenth century the gallant Francis I. made seven attempts to give France
a shar¢ in that wonderful New World which -Columbus had disclosed to an unbélievin_g
oeneration. but like his attempts in other directions they came to nothing. In 15335 he
put three little vessels under the orders.of Jacques Cartier, a skilful navigator. a pious
and brave man, well worthy of the patent of nobility which he afterwards received. instruct-
ing him to procced up the broad water-way he had discovered the year before. until he
reachéd the Indies. - His duties were to win new realms for Mother Church, as a
compensation for thosc she was losing through Lutheran and Calvinistic heresies, and to
bring back his schooners full of yellow gold and rosy pearls.  Thus would his labours
redound to the glory of God and the cood of Irance.  Jacques Cartier crossed the
occan and sailed up the nﬂagniﬁceni water-way, piously giving to it the name of the saint
on whose féte-day he had first entered its wide-extended portals.  IFor hundreds of miles
the river kept its great breadth, more like a sea than' a river, till the huge bluff .of

Qucbee, seen from afar, appeared to close it al)ruptl\ 'vramst farther advance. B\ means

of this bluff thrust into the strcam and the OPI)OsltC point of Levis stretching out to meet

it, the view is actually narrowed to three quarters of a mile. Loastmrr up between the

north shore and a large beautiful island. he am on the 14th of September. to the
mouth of a little tributary, which he called the Stcu Croix, “from the fete cclebrated on
that day. Here he cast anchor. for now the time had‘comc to land and make inquiries.
It nceded no prophet to tell that the power which held that dark red bluffl would hold the
key to the country beyond. The natives, with their chief Donnacona, paddled out in

their birch-bark canocs to gaze upon the strange visitants who had—in great white-winged

castles—surely swooped down upon them from another world. ~ Cartier treated them kindly.

They willingly guided him through the primeval forest to their town on the banks of
the little river. and to the summit of the rock under the shadow of which they had built
their wigwams. \What a landscape for an explorer to gaze upon! . Shore and forest bathed

in the mellow light of the September sun for forty miles up and down both sides of
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the glorious stream! Wealth cnough there to satisfy even a king's pilot and captain-
general. Between the summit and the river far below he may have scen amid the slate

the wlltter of the quartz crystals »{rom which the rock afterwards reccived its name of

Cape Diamond. Certainly, on“]us next voyage he. gathered specimens from Cap Rouge.
‘But the great attraction must have Tjecn the river itself, flowing past with the tribute of
an unknown continent. Its grecn waters swept round the fect of the mighty Cape. He
could cast a stone into the current. for-at high tide- it rolled right up to the base of the
rock. The narrow strip of ]and that now extends between rock and -river, crowded with
the houses of Champlain Street. was not there then. The strcet has been won from the

waters and the rock by man, whose greed for land even the baundless spaces of the New

ARRIVAL CF JACQULES CARTIER AT STADACONA,

World cannot satisfy. The ground that sloped down to the Ste. Croix, at the mouth of -

which his vessels lay at anchor, was covered with the finest hard-wood trees—walnuts, oaks.
elms, ashes, and maples—and among these the bark-cabins of Donnagona’s tribe could be
seen. They called their town Stadacona. To this day no name is more popular with the
people of Quebec. Any new enterprise that may be projected. from a skating-rink to
a bank or steamship company, prefcrs Stadacona to any other name.

All the way down to Cap Tourmente and round the horizon formed by the fir-clothed
summxts of the Laurentides that enclosed the wide-extended- landscape. an unbroken forest
rangcd. The picture, seen from the Citadel on Cape Diamond to-day, is as fair as the
eve can desire to see. The sun -shines on the glittering\ roofs of Quecbec, and the

continuous village of clean white houses extending miles down to the white riband of
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‘Montmorency, and on cultivated fields running up into still unbroken wilderness, and

“on the.broad river basin cnclosmu’ the island, in the forcqt wlades .of which wild grapes ”

grew so luxuriantly that Cartier cnthusxastlcall\ callcd it Isle of Bacchus. But then
it was in all its virgin glory, and Cartier’s soul swelled with the emotions of a discoverer,
with exultation and boundless hope. Did it not bdonur to him, did it not almost owe
its existence to him? And he was giving it all to God and to France.

Donnacona. told the strangers of a far “greater town than his, many days’ _]ourne)
up the river. So Cartier placed his tivo largest vessels within the mouth of the Ste.
Croix, or the St. Charles, és_thc‘ Récollets called it in the next century, and pursued his

way, overcoming the obstacles of St. Peter's. Lake, to Hochelaga. The natives there

>

reccived. him as if he were a god, bringing fish and corn-cakes, and throwing them. into

the boats in such profusion that“they s@mcdrto fall 'through"the air like rain or snow.
Cartiér could not help falling in love with the country. The palisaded town nestling under
the shadow of Mount Royal was surrounded by fertile fields. Autumn showered its
crimson and gold on the forests, turning the mountain into an immense picture suspended
high in air; glowing with a wealth of colour that no European painter would dare
to put on canvas. The rivér swept on, two miles wide, with a -conquering force that

indicated vast distances beyond, new realms waiting to be discovered. All the way back

- to Ouebéc the marvcllous tints of the forest, and the sweet air and rich sunsets of

(,anadlan autumn accompanied the happ) Frenchmen. Had they now turned their prows
homeward, what pictures of the new country would they have held up to wondering
listeners! Nothing could have prevented IFrance fromr precipitating itself at once upon
Canada. But the natives, accustomed te the winters, uttered no note of warning to the
strangers, and thercfore, although Cartier rejoined his comrades at Quebec on the 11th
of October, he delayed till the ice-king issued his *“ze exeat.” Then he and they soon
learned that the golden shield had another side. o

To Canadians, winter is simply one of the four seasons. The summer and autumn

suns ripen all the crops that grow in England or the.north of France, and in no- tem-

perate climate is more than one crop a year expected. The frost and snow of winter are

hailed in their turn, not only as useful friends but as ministers to almost all the amuse-
ments of the year—the sleighing, skating, snow-shoeing, iée-bbating, toboggannjng—that
both sexes and all classes delight in.  The frost does much of our subsoil ploughing.
Snow is not only the best possible mulch, shading and protecting the soil at no cost, but
its manurial value gives it the name of *the poor man’s manure.” The ice bridges our

lakes and rivers. A good snow-fall means roads without the trouble of road-making,

"not only to kirk and market, but through thick woods, over cradle-hills, and away into

the lumber regions. An insufficient supply of snow and ice is a national calamity; and

excess can never be so bad as the pall that covers Eﬁgland and Scotland half the year

and makes the people *take their pleasures sadly.”

-
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But, we are prepared for winter. - Jacques Cartier was not, and very heavily its hand
fell upon him, as it did subsequently on Champlain when he first wintered at Quebec.
How heavily, we are in a position to estimate from reading the harrowing descriptions
of the sufferings endured by the people of London in January 1881, in consequence of

a snow-fall of some twelve inches.” One périodica_l describes the scene under the title of

. Moscow in lLondon,” and soberly asserts that “to have lived in' London on Tuesday,

Ty

the-18th January, 1881, and to have survived the experience, is something which any man
is justified in remembering, and which ought to justify occasional boasting of the fact.”

Another declares that a few more such snow-storms would “ render our life and civilization

_impossible ;” that in such a case there could be only “an Esquimaux life, not an English

life;” that “a transformation of the rain into these soft white crystals which at first sight

seem so much less aggressive than rain is all that is needed to destroy the whole struc-

ture of our communications, whether in the way of railway, .telegraph, or litérature;”

-and sadly moralises over the fact that this is sure to come about in time from the pre-

cession of the equinoxes. _Bathos such as this indicates fairly cﬁo'ugh the wonderful
ignorénce of the facts and conditions of Canadian life that reigns supreme in educated
English circles. Canadians fancy that their civilization is English. Those of us who are
practically acquainted with the conditions of life in VEngland are pretty well agreed that
where there. are points of difference the advantage is on otr side. Not onc man in a
thousand in Canada wears.a fur coat, or an overcoat of any kind heavier than he would
have to wear in the mother country. We have ice-houses, but do not live in them.- - Society
shows no signs of approximating to the Esquimaux type. We skim over the snow more
rapidly than a four-in-hand can travel in Englahd‘when the best highway is at its best.
A simple contrivance called a snow—pldugh clears the railway track for the trains, tossing
the snow to the right Aand left as triumphantly as a ship tosses the spray from its bows.
We telegraph and “telephone, use cabs and busses, and get our mails—from Halifax to
Sarnia—with “proofs” and parcels about as regularly in winter as in summer. - Incredible
as all this must sound to those who have shivered under the power of one snow-storm
and a few degrees of frost, there is a certain - humiliation to a Canadian in describing
what is s’o"‘enti'rely a matter of course. He is kept from overmuch wonder by remembering
that the people of Western Canada, in spite of practical acquaintance with snow-plo(;gh's,
opposed for \years-the construction of the Intercolonial Railway because'they st'renuously
maintained th\gt it would be blocked up all the winter with ice and snow.

We are a\ccustomed' to our environment. Cartier’s” men were fiot: and reference has
been made to recent experiences in England to help us-to understand what horrors those

poor fellows from sunny France endured throughout an: apparently endless winter, cooped

‘up in the coldest spot in all Canada. “From the middle of November to the 18th of April

the ice and snow shut us in,” says their captain. Ice increased upon ice. Snow fell

upon snow. The great river that no power known to man could- fetter, was bound fast.
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Everything froze The breath that came from their mouths, the very blood in their
veins, seemed to freeze. \lght and day their limbs were benumbed. Thick ice formed
on the sides of their ships. on decks, masts, cordage, on every thing to which moisture
attached itself. Snow wreathed and.curled in at every crevice. h\er) tree had its load.
A walk in the woods was an impossibility, and there was nowhere else to walk. Confined

within their narrow domain, and living on' salted food. scurvy seized upon the ‘helpless

TRIUMPH OF THE SNOW-PLOUGH,

prisoners. What was to be done? Cartier had recourse to heaven, receiving, however,

the same minimum of practical answer that was given by Hercules to Zsop's waggoner.

A modern writer of scrupulous accuracy describes naively the appeal and its bootlessness :

“When eight were dead and more than fifty in a helpless state, Cartier ordered a solemn

religious act which was, as it were, the first public exercise of the Catholic religibn in Can-
ada, and the origin of those processi(l)ns‘ and pilgrimages which have since been made in
honour of Mary, to claim her intercession with God in great calamities. Seeing that the
disease had made such frightful ravages he set his crew to prayer, and made .them carry
an image or statue of the Vlrmn Mary over the snow and ice, and caused it to be placed
against a tree about an arrow's flight away from the fort. He also commanded that on
the following ‘Sunday mass should be sung in that place and before that image, and that

all those who were able to walk, whether well or ill, should go in the procession—

“singing the seven pemtentxal Psalms of David, with the Litany, praying the Virgin to

entreat her dear Son to have pity upon us’” On that day .mass was celebrated
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before the image of Mary, even chanted, Cartier tells us: apparentiy the first occasion
of a high mass in Canada. At the same time Cartier gave another 'sliccial proof of his
vivid and tender trust in Mary-—promising to make a pilgrimage-in her honour to Roque-
madour, should he be spared to return to France. * Nevertheless, that very day, Philip
Rougemont, a native of Amboise, twenty years old. dicd; and the disease became so
oencral that of all who were in the three ships there were not three untouched. and -in
onc of the ships there was not one man who could go into the hold to draw water for
himself or the others.”  Despair fcll upon the poor wretches.  They gave up hope of
ever sceing France’ again,  Cartier alone did not despair, and the dawn followed the
darkest hour. One of the Indians told him of *the most exqusite remedy that ever
‘was,” a decoction composed of the leaves and bark of the white spruce. He administered
the medicine without stint. and in eight days the sick were restored to hecalth.  And now
the long crﬁcl winter wore away. The iéy fetters relaxed their grip of land and river.
Under warm April suns the sap rose, thrilling the dcad trees into life. »\mid the melting
snow, green grasses and dainty star-like flowers spr'mtr ‘up as’ fr(_d\ as in a hot-house.

Cartier prcparul to depart, first taking posscssion of Canada, however. by planting in

the fort **a beautiful cross” thirty-five feet high, with the arms of IFrance embossed on

the cross-pi;‘acé.“and this inscription, ‘“Franciscus Prinus, [Deci gratia, Francorum rex,
regnat.”  Then, treacherously luring Donnacona on board ship, that he might p‘rcscnt the
King of Stadacona to the King of France, he set sail for St. Malo. '\IOthihQ came of
this. the sccond voyage of Cartier, and little wonder.. \What ad\anta<rcs did Canada

“offer to induce men to leave home! What tales could the travellers tell save of black

forcsts, deep snow, thick ice, starving "Indians, and all-devouring scurvy! But Cartier-

was not discouraged, and six years afterwards Francis resolved to try -again. Roberval
was commissioned to found a permanent settlement. He sent Cartier ahead and Cartier
~tried at Cap Rouge. above Quebee, the Indians of Stadacona naturally enough not making

him wclcome.  But the (.\pf_nmcnt did not. blICC(.Ld The time had not come. Nearly a

century was to pass away before the true father of New Francc the founder of Quebee—

would appear. :

On the 3d of July, 1608, Samuel de Champlain planted the white flag of France
“on the site of Quebec. The old village of St_éclacona had ‘disappearcd, and there was no
. one -t“o dispute possession with the new comers. . With chamctenstlc promptitude Cham-

plaifi“set his men to work to cut down trees and saw them into lumber for building, to

~dig drains and ditches, to pull up the wild grape-vines which abounded, to prepare the

ground for garden seeds. or to attend to the commissariat. - Every one had his work to

do. The winter tried him as it had tried Cartier. The dreaded scurvy attacked his

followers. Out of twenty-eight only eight survived, and these were disfigured with

fell marks. The next vear he decided to ally himself with the Allgonquins and Hurons

against the Five Nations. It may have been impossible for him to have remained neu-

'
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tral, though the example of the Dutch at Albany indicates that it was possible.  Certainly

i tlie-step plunged the infant colony into a sca of troubles for a century. It took the
g ti - "sword and was again and again on the point of perishing by the tomahawk.

g - ~ This man\(f\hamplain. soldicr, sailor, ¢ngincer, geographer, naturalist, ‘statesman, with

% the heart and soul a hero, was the founder of New France. He had gained distine-
z tion in the wars of the -«Leaguc_{; in the West Indics he first proposed that ship canal
z ( ‘ ' across the Isthmus of Panama which another
‘ l Frenchman—as unconquerable -as  he—is
31 § - probably . destined to construct; and sub-
{ scquently he had spent years exploring and

s

attempting scttlements around the rugged
Atlanticghores of Acadie and New: England..
, I“ronLthc day that he planted the lilies of
France at the fovot‘ of Cape Diamond to
the day of his death, on Christmas, 1635,
he devoted himself -to the infant colony,
‘lived for it and kept it alive, in spite of
encmics at home and - abroad, and dis-
couragements enough to have shaken any
resolve but that of courage founded upon
faith. Right under the cc:tlihg cliff, be-
tween the present Champlain Market and
the quaint old church of NoNe Dame des
10 build

- his city. His first work was to prepare

Victoires, Champlain determin

the ground for garden seeds, and wheat

SRR AL e oot e g
-

and rye. He saw from the first, what he

L . . :
| ‘never could get any one else in authority
! i : ) .
& to sce, that the existence of the colony, as
; ? s o anything morc than a temporary fur-trading
i ' . ’ post, depended on its being able to raise its
iqt « CHAMPLAIN. , : o :
1 ' own food. The Company with which he
i
o

-was associated could not see this, because they had gone into the enterprise with very

different motives from those that animated Champlain. When we have no desire to see,

E3¢ -Eha
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“we put the telescope to our blind eye and declare that there is nothing.to be seen.

,_.._.4..‘,

Every creature acts according to its instincts, and to the rule fur-trading companies are

v

‘no_ exception. Give them a monopoly and instinct becomes consecrated by laws-

e A S

human and Divine. The welfare of the Company becomes the supreme law. At the

beginning of ‘this century the North-West Company thought it right to stamp out in
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NOTRE DAME DES VICTOIRES,
Site of Original City.

; SN . - Dblood and fire the patriotic efforts to colonize

N ' o Assiniboia made by a Scottish nobleman, who

» quently the two hundred and sixty-eight share-
holders of the ludson’s Bay Company felt justified in keeping half a coqtinént as a
preserve for buffalo and beaver. How could better things be expected in the seven-
teénth,centuryifrom the monopolies of De Chastes or De- Monts, 'the merchants of St.
Malo, Rouen, Dieppe, La Rochelle: or cven from the Coinpany of the One Hundred
Associates organized by Richelicu? Trading interests were supreme with one and all.
Those who clamoured for free trade clamoured only for a share of the monopoly..- The
empire is perpetually at war, and the soldier gets the blame, perhaps the aristocracy,
should Mr. Bright be the speaker; but the real culprit is the trader.  Our jealousy

of Russia and our little wars® all the world over have trade interests as their source

o

2

lived half a century before his time.  Subse-

S
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and inspiration. In the seventcenth century, Canadian trade mecant supplies to the

Indians in exchange for peltries, and money spent on anything else seemed to the

One Hundred Associates and their servants money thrown away.

Not "so thought CIIHIIIi;]21ill. IFortunately, he was too indispensable a man to
be recalled. though it was legitimate to oppose. to check, to thwart his projects
whenever they did not promise direct rcturns to the Company. Champlain aimCﬂ/—\\
at founding an cmpire, and every great empire must be based on farming. Thercfore
when, in 1617, he brought the crs.txi’uililc- apothecary, Louis Hébert, to Québee, he
did more for the colony .than when he brought “the Récollets and Jesuits to it
And let this be said with no depreciation of the labours of tlic gray robes and-black
robes. "Hébert was the first who gave himsclf up to the task of cultivating the
soil in New France, and the first head of a. family resident in the count;‘y who lived
on what he cultivated. His son-in-law Couillard walked in the same good path, the
path first trodden_.by “the grand old gardgncr and his wife.” No matter how soldiers,
sailors, fur-traders and priests might come and go, the farmer's children held on to
the land, and their descendants hold it still.  They increased and multiplied so mightily
that there are few French families of any antiquity in Canada who cannot trace
their . gencalogy by some link back to that of Louis Hébert.  Hébert and Couillard
~ Streets, strects quainter and more expressive of t}hc‘ seventeenth century than any to be
seen now in St. Malo, E’:o'mmcmo_rat'(; their names.  One of their dcsceﬁda_nts informed
_the writer. that thosc streets run where the first furrows were pioughcd in Canada, prob-
ably in the same way that some of the strects in Boston are said to meander alohg the

paths made by the cows of the first inhabitants...Had others followed Hébert's example

the colony would not have been so long suspended between life and  death, and - Cham-
plain could have held out against the Hugucnot' Kerkts in 1629.  But the Company, far
from doing anything to cncourage the few tillers of the ground, did everything to dis-
courage them:  All grain'raised had to be sold at a price fixed by the Cdmpany, and
the Company alone had the power of buying. Of course the Héberts and Couillards
ought to have been grateful that there was a Company to buy, for what could farmers
do without a market?

Of Champlain’s labours it is unnccessary to speak at length.  Twenty times he crossed
the Atlantic to fight for his colony, though it was a greater undertaking to cross the
Atlantic then than to go round the world now. He may be called the founder of Mon-
treal as well as of Quebec. First of Europeans he sailed up the Richelieu, giving to the
beautiful river the name of the Company’s great patron. He discovered Lake Cham-
plain. He first ascended the Ottawa, crossed. to Lake Nipissing, and came down by the
valley of the Trent to what he called “the fresh water sea” of Ontario. He secured
the alliance of all the Indian tfibes—tl_le confederacy of the Five Nations exceptedéby'

treaties which lasted as long as the white flag floated over the castle of St. Louis, and
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which laid the foundation of the friendship that has existed between every Canadian-
covernment and the old sons and lords of the soil.  D'Arcy McGee, in one of those
addresses that sz}dc lcarned and unlearned feel what is the potency and omnipotency
of man's. word on the souls of men. thus sketched his moral qualities and amazing

versatility :—* He was brave almost

to rashness. He would cast himself

with a single Luropean follower in’

the midst of savage cnemics. and
morc than once -his life was c¢ndan-
vered by the excess of his confidence
and his courage.  He was eminently
social in his habits—witness his or-
der of e bon temps, in which every
man of his associates was for one
day host to all his comrades. He
was sanguine, as became an adven--

turcr; and self-denying. as became a

LITTLE CHAMPLAIN STREET,
From head of Break-neck Stairs.,

s

hero. - . He touched the
extremes of human experi-
ence among diverse characters and nations.
At one time he sketched plans of civilized
aggrandizcment‘ for Henry IV, and Richclieu:
at another, he planned schemes of wild war-
fare with IHuron chicfs and Algonquin braves.
Hcyqnitcd in a most rare degree the faculties
of action and reflection, and like all highly-
‘reflective minds, his thoughts, long cherished
in secret, ran often into the mould of max-
ims, some of which would form the " fittest
possible inscriptions to be engraven upon

MOUNTAIN HILL, . . .
From top of Break-neck Stairs. , his monument. When the merchants of
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Quebec gr;mbled at the cost of fortifying that place, he said, *It is best not to obey
the passions of men; they are but for a season; it is our duty to regard the future.’
With all his love of good-fellowship, he was, what seems to some inconsistent with-it, sin-
cerely and enthusiastically religious. Among his maxims are these two—that ‘the salvation

of one soul is of more value than the conquest of an empire;’ and that ‘kings ought

‘not to think of extending their authority over idolatrous nations, except for the purpose of

subjecting them to Jesus Christ.'” The one mistake made by Champlain has already been

referred to. He attacked the Iroquois, whereas he should have conciliated them at any

cost or remained neutral in all Indian wars. -~ His mistake was not so much intellectual

as moral.” It was a crime and—pace Talleyrand—worse than a blunder. But it is not

pleasant to refer to the errors of such a man. Well may Quebec commemorate his name
and. virtues. Let us no