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History of the English River

and Howick Congregations
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History of English River and

Howick Congregations
g

| English River, which has its sonree in the foot | {4 \
ok, flows throvgh one of the rvichest and most ey o [
Ouehee, mingling its waters with the St. Lawrenc 1
the same name as the county through which it flows, v Chateanguay
Ihe first settlers on the English River and in its concessions « F

Scotland in the vear 1821 and began to hew homes for themselves ont of
the virgin forests. By 1828 a considerable settlement had hee made by

the Scoteh and also by the Insh

A friendly meeting of the inhabitants along the English River « eld
on Jan, 28th, 1825, in the home of Stephen Patersor vhen the following
resolution was adopted: “where of some having a number of children and
found to he of good gentus were lost forwant of education, it was tl
|;-..-‘.LM.I that towards their support a fund might he hegn wrried
on by the whole inhabitants in the above township for the \
school house, the mterest of which might in time enabile some of sach to I
uselul either in “Church or State” Accordingly two acres of ground wer

purchased from M Wilson on Lot No. 91 for school and cemetery pur
poses, the site of the present school and cemetery The school was erected
in due time, and Mr. Wi, McGregor was mstalled as birst teacher

Ihe thoroughness o those sturdy pioneers is evidenced by the fact that
il any of the settlers absented themselves from the general meetings of the

school district the following motion applied: “That a fine of two shillings
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The Pree Chureh worshippers now  proceed

jon.  Accordingiy on March 16, 1

petition was presented to the Preshytery at Montreal in connection

the Preshyterian Chureh in Conada, asking for this organization T'he

Preshytery granted the prayer of the petitioners and appointed Rev. Jas

Fettes minister with Rev. Wan Leishman and Rev, Thowmas Henry asses

sors till sessions would he establis] Mr Fettes had come from Scotland
to serve his church in this new and with lis characieristic cnergy
carried forward the organmzation k with despate I'he Communion

Roll of North Georgetown, «
chureh,” was prepared on M

roll for English River was 1

elders elect for North George |

Dongall, were ordained on 20t

Tohn Muir and Moses Douglas were ovdained as eldors, and Messrs James
Carmichael, James Houston, Thamas Gebl el Al ore ordnined
as Deacons for English River on A t 24

Mr Pettes proseented his work with energ 1, and deter
walking riding long distances to ga vin the | R o &
wits opencd by My Fettes in connectt e chand thet
“‘.,‘Hl]IH'\!\\\,“\\H!"‘nwlll\'_\' tohn M . s

Mary Carson now Mrs W, Wylic

to Scotland in the antumn of ISED and di

1 (
The Rev. Wm. Troup, having arrived from Scotlawd, was call N
pastor in the summer of 18531, He labored vory earnesily in this new land
for the development of the church,  Shortly after he took charge a divisiony
arose in North Georgetown between the people along the ( LEANE DY
river and those from St Louis. A petition to Preshyvtery, signed by 50 ot
the Chateanguay River section, was issued, and o separate organization
was established in St Louis in August, 18520 The Session at English River
wis strengthened in January, 1853, by the ordimation of Messrs Wi, M
Iell, James Meikle, and David Cameron The congregation purchased o

vlebe midway between Riverfield and Howick, on the tarm now owned by
Mr Alex. MeFarlane, and erected a manse thercon.  Mr Tronp received a
call to Upper Canada and resigned in the Fall of 1853

In the antumn of 1854 the Rev. John Milne, recently arrived from Scot
land, was called and indueted.  His labors were progressive and effectual

During his pastorate two clections of Elders were held, The ordination of

Messrs Wm. MacArthur and W, Henderson took place in November, 18535,
and that of Messrs Kobert Orr, Nathaniel Allen and David Galbraith in
August, 1858, Mr Milne resigned, and returned to the land of his birth in

the Fall of 1838







Preshyterian Church. Riverfield.
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and scl Mr | MacFarlane assisting, t ses the stone
and de 1 v d tn laid” Rev. Mr Clarke offered the dedi
catory praver Dr Iy mtreal delivered the a masterly address
to the congregation Ihe Rev. Co M, MacKeracher, stated the con
tents of the placed in w, as follows—=2\ copy of the Montreal
Witness, Home and Fore Missionary Record. Con nion Roll of the
Church, names of the It mg committee, name of hailder, The British

American I Templar, Constitution and by-laws of Knox Church Sab

bath School Association, Montreal; Portrait of Rev. Dr levine, a Spanish
French, Germas, Amenican, British and Canadian coin, and the autograph
of those who took part in the ceremony, and the followiy I'his stone
was laid by the Kirk Session on the 24th day of June, in the vear of our
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Lord, 1869 One of pleasine feature

the school ¢l n the pre

cession and

leadars hip of the schoolmaster, Mr Martis

the edifice, the cut stone hen sawn an

The church was solonmmly dedicated
Sth, 187T anil $he congtes

.«‘. ritual progress

I'wenty-five vears Iat
felt that the chardh nea renovation,
service held ther rwas ol a sadan
vant of the Lo !
ful undor shophore (
call on August Sth, 189 \
ducted by Rev. | 1 1 st
mt b I ]
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11 History of Enelish River and Howick Congregations

Rev, Steakr A Woons, 15\ .

levout s ind Mound 1 wigh His pas
ceepted o ea y St Peter’s, NS Septe
1013 s Huence ¢ mues t reas s ¢ opeo) reflect on lns
Sterling worth and strong helptul messages
Flhie congregation proceeded without Lo secure istor and the
choice fell on the Rev. Stuart A, Woods, ,of Cl erville, Ont,, who was
inducted on December 19th, 1913, In the sec of s ministry Messrs .
William Templeton and James Crawford were ordained as elders I'he
Temporal Board of Knox Church, Howick, was granted an independent
status with Dr. |. C. Shanks, Yeev-Treas, in January 19135
1 e charge has known only four treasurers, the first being the late Thos
Gebbie. He was followed hy M AleCler w, who served with .

ngh hallacentury Miss Christina McLeo
was the efficient secretary after Mr. McClenagh

great ability and faithfulness (o

n's retirement till her

death in 1914 when Mr. James Sill was elected to this responsible position,
AL L i 1
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One of the live factors in the congregation's lite for many vears has heen
1 numboer, v Riverhisld, Norto

its Sunday Schools These are th
t hecanse the stafll of ofh

Creck and Howick.  The Schools have been eth

Fa high standard and conseer

cers and teachers has alwavs maintain
their lives to this work. The annual 8 8 prenic s one of the great events
of the year and is assuming greater proportions as the vears pass by, the

rd anniversary heing celebrated this vear 1915

The name of the charge was changed in 1912, with the ¢ wmsent of Preshy

. progressive,

tery, to Riverfield and Howick, It is an ideal rural ¢har
loval, benevolent and missionary, as evidenced hy its steady pProgress, its
und, bat two months ago, its

ever inereasing contributions to missions,
contribution of $1000 to the Militia Department of Canada for the pur
wnts now hyht

chase of a Lewis machine gun for one of the Canadian 1
: lom and liberty and honor a

g the hattles of the ipire in detence of fie

gamst the tyranny of Germany's militarism

W. M, 8,

One vear hefore the organization of the W, I, M. S, of the Preshyvterian

Church in Canada and seven vears hefore the W.ANLS. of Montreal, the won

of Georgetown and English River congregations were organized into a so
t, 1875, known as the “Georgetown and Eaglish Riv

ry Society,” auxiliary to the Wom n's Bard of Miss

ciety on August
er Women's Missiona

ions, Montreal, an undenominational organization

The objeet of the society was “The Caltivation of the Missionary Spirita

tor Missionary Puarposes.”

mong its members and the Collection of Money

The prayerful consecrated spirit of these Ludies took detinite form in the
Erst year in the support of a Zenana teacher in India, under the eare of the
American Board, in a contribution to the Labrador Mission through Zion
Church Ladies’ Missionary Society of Montreal, and in a gift to Freach
Evangelization through a band of Montreal Ladies interested in this work,
of Montreal organizad in 1832, In

which was the nucleus of the W.ALS
F.

1883, after a vear's deliberation whether to hecome auxiliary to the W
M. 8. or the W. M. 8., they decided upon the latter hecause of its threefold

work: Home, Foreign and French Evangelization, a policy now adopted by

the United Women's Society of Canada,
It was a source of gratitude and an occasion of thanksziving when they
ar.  In 1909 the Society was divided

$200 mark in a single

reached the
into two organizations concurrent with the two pastoral charges. The
new society of Riverfield and Howick went forward to greater work in the
extension of the Master’s Kingdom and soon hegan to contribute more per

annum than did the Uamited Society, having reached $263 in its palmy vear.
SAW.




