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HENRI BOURASSA

AND THE FUTURE OF CANADA
By A. G. G.

IN Thi-:

Daily News and Leader, London, England

(JUNE 27ih, 1914)

I\ rliiips llu" most inUivstin^ rij»ui(' Jo be mcl willi in Loii-

<l<m t()-<liiy is Mr. IKnri Houiiissji, tin- Iviulvv of [hv Friiu-h Ca-
iiiulians. who is on oni- of liis not inlrcciucnt visils to Kuropc.
"Wlun 1 <lir"'. Sir Willrid Liuiriir is dtrhnvd lo linvc said loni-

a^o. "Mr. Hourassa will Ik- kinj{ in gtuiluc*'. He is kinji in

Quebec abeady. It was tlie (kserlion of liie Frencli Canadians
wiio (knninate Quel)eo from his shuidard at the kist ekrtion
wliich was hir^'ely responsibk- lor the downfall of Sir Wilfrid
and that desertion was due lo the influence of Mr. liouiassa.

It is not difficult lo understand that influence in the pre-
since of this alert and enf»a.i;in.i? Frenchman. He has not of
course the jjrand air of Sir Wilfrid who as someone said is "a
picture gallery all to himself". Hut then there is no one in the

F.njj;lish-speakin/4 world to-day with the j^rand air of Sir Wil-
frid, no one who comes trailin.i' such clouds of glory from the
past. He is not "a book in breeches", as Macaulay .said or Sid-
ney Smith; but a poem in a frock-coal. And if Mr. Bourassa
is without the eighleenlh century .savour which gives such
(iignity and repose to the ehkr stal<sman. neilber has he the
enigmatic (|ualily which always leaves oni- wondering what is

the thought behind Sir Wilfrid's grave and gracious nianner.



You will not |)f lon^' in doubl us (o Mr. Hi >iiniss:r.s lliou^hl.
IK- cultiviitt's no (lisiittl iind |Hr|)Uxin« siiincf, hut tiilks with
the t>ji«tr inthusisisni of a lull sn. ' untrMnnnillod niin«l. In
npose the f»cv is Uvm distinguish-d; hut in conversation it

becomes extraordinarily animated and is lit up hy ji quick res-
ponsive smile, which is ri ndered a little whimsical hv the hal)il
or screwing up the left eye wliile the ri«hf. wide open, «leams
with inlelliftence and hi«h spirits. His pronunciation, unlike
that of Sir Wilfrid, is entirely free from the American accent,
hut It IS more reminiscent of his native Frencli than the speech
of Sir Wilfrid, in whose Vlu^Ush there is no hint of llie fact that
he did not spvnk if until he was eighteen.

THE THREE CANADAS

But it is the impetus of niiml. the strength of conviction
Jind the hi«li character of the man. rather than the externals of
manner, that are the s-.m-ce of the impression he conveys.
Obviously, here is one who has to he reckoned with in fore-
castmft the future of Canada. Able, resolute, disinterested,
clear and decisive in his opinions, the master of perhaps the
most solid phalanx in Canadian politics it is important that
we should ascertain what he is out after, to what sentiment of
patriotism and to what -d .)f |,'overnmenl he is attached, if
wc would understand the drift of events. For the future of
Canada is not the least obscure and perplexing of V nany
problems affecting the future of the British Empire .very-
where the artificiality of that structure is to-day becoming
apparent, everywhere we are confronted with difficulties that
seem insoluble. Directly a test question like that of citizenship
IS applied the unreality o'' the position is apparent. We call
the Indians our fellow subjects, but when they ask for admis-
sion to a British colony we have no jjower to support tl ir
claim and every British port is closed against them.

And nowhere is the Imperial position nmrc dehcate than
in Canada. The Dominion to begin with is not a unit. Thrre
are at least three Canadas, that of the East where the popula-
tion is predominantly French and Catholic, that of Ontario
\\herc the British sentiment prevails, and that of the West,



wliori- !i sticiiin ol ii)iini/4r:iliot) is pourin^j into Hit- countrj'

Iroin the I'liilcd Shilcs. Tlir (|U(.sti(»n hvw is not iiu-ivly

wlullur ('.iiiKidii will nniiiiii uikIci' llic British t'hi^: it is whc-
llur ("jihiuIji will niiKiin C.jinndn. The inriiuiKTs that are
phiyiiijL; iipdn llic Doiniiiio.i tw'v not so miu-h i-olu-sivc as scpa-

iiilisl. Tlic indiislri.il Kasl wiiiils Proliilioii; the iif«riiullural

WrsI wants I'ni- Tnulc. Tlu" Kast ofiposcs irciproi'ity with
the Inilfd Stalls; the West wants it.

I

THE AMERICAN INVASION

TluTi" is no ninunon bond of scntinu'nt, of speech or of
coniniereial intcnsl lutwien the Fniuhnian in Quebec, the

Kn^'lishnian in Ontario, and tlu' .\inerioan in the West, and in

llie absence of siieli a bond then- is no counter attraction to

till enormous niaj,'nel that lies to the South. America's news-
papers Ihuxl ".anada; its Ideas are the common properly of Ca-
nada; even its accent is triumphant in Canada. Sir Wilfrid
Laurier of Mr. Ilamar (ireenwood talks as pure American as
Mr. Hryan. liefore the Canadian of the West touches Kn^lish
soil he has to cross a continent and toss ainiut on Mie sea for a
week. He ^»oes into the I'nited Slates, and there is nothing to

remind him that he has left his own country. Oinnnerce is

largely one. and the railway systems arc closely rt luted. ^ J.

Hill himself, the greatest railway potental' of llir conti n nt,

began his high-soaring career as a mud clet .^ at a lill ; WHysHk'
Cana<lian station. Labour is in<livisibU. It flows acroj^i* ^
border without restraim, almost without consciouness tlwt

there is a b<»rder, and the trade union organisation ni «^
Tnited States . pplies e(|ually to Cana<la.

Wl at competition can this little island, two tlioi *
miles away, absorbed in the affairs of the ohl worhl, off

the appeal of that vast community which, for the most pan. *

oidy separated from Canada by an arbitrary line? By wha*
sorcery can wc prevent the flow of trade and interest lakini

its irresistible course? We might as well try to take the earth
out of the orbit of the sun as to lake Canada out of liio

orbit of the United Stales. These things arc beyond
the range of political ingenuities, tariffs, and the Ukc. They



lire roultMl in llic iHilnnk <»! fiuts. jiihI y.m niii no iiiorr shiH
llicin iliiui you .iiti shin llif nnuilor.

Whiil \v;il Uv the inlli.iiur ol nil (his upon the poUiiiiii
lulurr oi Ihc t(.uiiliy ? Will ih,. «liv» rsilv of inlcrtsl ivsuU in
llu- st|)jinilion i.r Kiisl iuui \V»-sl. will Can.i.lii. in spite ul ilsiir,
hiroininhsoilnd in the CniliMl ShiUs. or will it irinin its in.lc-
pcn«K lur. and, it so. will it Iw in<K lundi luc un<kr tlu' Hiitish
ln'Mtmony, oroutsi.lr it/ Whiilivcr the jinswc r which linu- and
ivints UKikf to these «|uesli«)ns, we know that il will not he
«o\«>ined hy sentimental eonsid.iations. It wdl he dictated
hy pi-iu'tieal necessities. /

AUSTRALIA & CANADA : A CONTRAST

Hut it is true nevertheless (hat (he uKintate destiny «>!

Canada must he alT.cled hy the direction which is «iven to its
political movement now. It must he horne in mind that the
i)ond hetween Kn«land and Canada is very much slighter than
Ihal hetween Kn^hmd and Auslndia. Not onlv is the popu-
lation of Australia almost entirely Hritish, while that of Ca-
nada is comiK.sed of French. Hritish. and Americans, hut the
isolation «.f Australia is an even more important differential
fact. If Australia passed from un<ler the IJritish fla« to-<l.iy
it >vould have lo face to-morrow the greatest prohlem of <le'-

feiice (hat ever confronted any modern State. It wouhl he
idono in the I'acilic, a small people i„ the possession of a vast
(State, accessihie to very powerful and warlike peoples, and
with a coasllint of enormous extent and vulnerahle character.
'1 he Hritish connection, in a word, is vital to its security.

The case is far otherwise with Canada. Its shield af,'ainst
attack IS not tiie Hritish Navy, hut the Monroe doctrine. Thai
is a fact of which Mr. Hourassa will promptly remind you if
you su«Mtsl thai llu salVty of Canada is <lependent upon the
arm ot Hrilam, and it is a fact ahout which there can he no
controversy. So lon.i. as the Monroe doctrine stands there can
he no attack on Canada which would not have to meet the
NvhoK- miMht of the Cnited States. The onlv attack that could
he made would he from fhi' Inited States itself and if that
were i)o.ss:hle which happily it is not il is ohvious that (ireal
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Hrilnin i-ould iinl nKt i CiiiiiMhi .niy ( I'lVrlivf li. Ip. || woul,!
lie c»v«rnm in :i wtck. I'roiii tlir poinl ol viiw ol WclViin .

Iluri'lori'. it is tinir liial Cjiiiiidii, iiniiki* Aiislniliii. is imltinn-
< It'll I ol' us.

Mr. HOIFRASSA & SIR VVILFRIl)

II is this liut :iii(l tlu- diviisily of the pupulation iiiul iiiti-

iisl whii-h nijiki- ii lii^h linpt rialistii- policy in Caniiila so dil-

liiull to maintain. And it is the Inipiiialisl polii-y which Mr.
Mourassa believes to In- the c| niiiiac*- to the British con-
nection. Perhaps this nii, • ni an odd concern to attrilnile

l«i him. It will he said by '
, opponents that he is a^idnst the

Hritish connection and lor an independent French
Canada, it is true that that was the aim of Mercier Iwinly
years a«o. and it is true also that some of Mr. Bouras.sa's ac-
tions may be construed into a similar purpose. For example,
i.e first rai.se<l his fla« against Sir VVilfritl Laurier on tlie iiucs-
tion of sending a (.ana<lian contin^i'iit to tin Boer War. Sir
Wilfrid ha<l pursued a characteristically astute |>olicy on the
subject, resislinfi the idea at first in order to placate his French
Nupporters in Quebec and then viehlinK to an apparentl\ Ironj,'

pressure. From that moment he had to reckon with his lieu-

linaiit as ' is n>ost nremittin^ foe. An when finally Mr. Bou-
rassa tliri n his lot with Mr. Borden and the Conservatives,
Sir Wilfri ., fate was .sealed. It was not that the Nationalist
iov d Mr. Borden more than Sir Wilfrid, but that he feared
h.i less. He was frankly opportunist. He knew that the
Bor.l' n scheme of a money contribution to the British Navy
touUI never be carried arui he knew also that the Laurit r .sche-

me of a Canadian Navy couhl be carried, and as he wanted no
navy he threw in his lot with llie party who aski'd lor .some-
thing' which was impossible.

HIS AIM

But in spite of all this he wouUI claim, and think sincerely,
that he is the true defentler of the British c( nection, and that
it^ enemies are those who force lm|)erialism upon Canada. He
wants the British connection, not because he has ;inv sentinien-
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lal iiircclioii lor Knj^laiul, hut because he stands lor an inde-
pendent ('.anada and liiids llial independence most effectively

secured umler British institutions, lie admires English forms
of jjovernnient and the Knj^lish sense of liherty and he wants to

preserve them. And he will tell you as a significant fact tiiat

Quebec is tiie province least iidluenced by its proximity to

America. No tlouht that is in some degree <lue to the lan-

guage factor which prevents tlie journals of the United States
finding much favour among the French-speaking people of
Quebec. Hut the language explanation does not cover the
whole ground, for he asserts, that the farther west you travel

Ihe fainter becomes tiie allegiance to Kngland. Quebec is

more C.ana<lian and niore Hritish tiian Montreal, Montreal than
Toronto, Toronto than Winnipeg.

Now from tliis diminishing influence of England as we
advance Westward, Mr. Hourassa deduces the obvious conclu-
sion tiiat any attempt to impose Imperialism on Canada will

not oidy destroy the Hritisli connection but smash Canada. It

has been seen that the links lliat bind East and West arc, as the
result of deep seated conditions, extremely fragile. They may
])ohl so long as tlie British connecticm is just sufficient to pre-
serve a common interest; they will snap directly it is attempted
to convert that coimection into a relationship which willqualify
Canadian independence in the slightest <legree, or influence
Canadian policy on hom(> affairs. Now Mr. Bourassa doesn't
V, ant them to snap. He wants Ctmada to remain at once entire

and independent. Hence his fierce antagonism to Imperialism.
To put the matter (|uite brutally, he wants the British con-
necti<m only in order to make his country politically indepen-
dent of (ireat Britain, of the I'nited States, and of everyoneelse.
It is not a very substantial allegiance; but we must not look
for too much from Frenchmen and Americans who after all

owe little to us and do not even need our arms to defend
them. In the long run, it is probable that the Nationalist
policy of Mr. Bourassa will be more effective in keeping the
British flag flying in Canada than the Imperialist policy of Mr.
Borden, which if carried into effect would leave both the
French East and the American West in revolt against the intru-
sion of English interests in Canadian affairs.



IF THE imiTISH FRIGATE GOES DOWN

Let us face llie crude trulli about Caiuula ami the Kuipire.

We <1() not hold it by forci-, or by superior interests, or even by
sentiment. We hoUl it because the arran^'enient suits Canada.
On the day that it ceased to suit Canada it would cease to exist.

And on the morrow of that day the intlependence and the unity
of Canada would cease also. The separatist elements that are
s(» apparent even now would brin^ disruption. Perhaps the
whole Dcmiinion would fall like a rii)e |)lum into the basket of

Uncle Sam. More likely the West would be absorbe.l by
.America and the French of Quebec would form an indepen-
dent enclave outside the Union. That was the dream of Mer-
cier. If his ideal of a Nationalist Canada, unilod and inde-
pendent, fails, that will be the dream of Mr. Bourassa, too, for
he said lonj^ ajjo that if the Kni^lish fri^'ate .ijoes down his

object will be to prevent the wreckaj^e, so far as Quebec is con-
cerned, falling to the American corsair. There is no reason
why the British frigate should go down if the British Admi-
ralily w ill avoid the repetition of recent tellies.
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