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SCHEDULE.

NEWFOUNDIAND.

DaTe.
10th June 1846

3d July 1846

3d July 1846

22d July 1846
18th Aug. 1846

28th July 1846

18th Aug. 1846
27th July 1846
3d Sept. 1846
3d Sept. 1846

18th July 1846

26th June 1846

24th June 1846

27th July 1846

26th June 1846

6th July 1846

30th July 1846

3d August 1846
18th Aug. 1846

6th Aug. 1846

3d Sept. 1846

7th Aug. 1846

3d Sept. 1846

SusJecT.
Destruction of the greater Part of the Town of
St. John's Newfoundiand by Fire - -

Acknowledging preceding Despatch ; Grant of
5,000L to the Sufferers - - -

Instructing them to afford what Aid may be in their
Power - - - -

Acknowledging Receipt of Circular; Advance of
2,000/ from the Canadian Treasury - .

Acknowledging preceding Despateh ; expressing
Satisfaction at the Assistance afforded - -

Acknowledging Receipt of Circular; public Sub-
scriptions instituted in Fredericton, &e, New
Brunswick - - - - -

Acknowledging preceding Despatch; Approval of
Steps taken in New Brunswick - -

Acknowledging Receipt of Circular; Statement of
Proceedings in Prince Edward's Island thereon -

Acknowledging preceding Despateh ; expressing
Satisfaction at Proceedings adopted - -

Opening of Special Session of General Assembly ;
Survey of the burnt District; the late Calamity
much alleviated; Application for Two Vessels as
Shelter for the Houseless - - -

Government Grant of 30,000/ ; Sir John Harvey
requested to continue in the Government of New-
foundland for the ensuing Winter - -

Transmitting Copy of an Act to raise by Loan
250,000 for rebuilding the Town ; soliciting the
favourable Attention of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment to the Measure - - - -

Transmitting Copy of an Act passed for securing
due Payment of the Interest due on such Loan -

Acknowledging the Two preceding Despatches; the
Act for raising the Loan will not be confirmed
by Her Majesty - - - -

Transmitting Copies of opening Speech and of the
Two Acts before mentioned - - -

Address from General Assembly, soliciting Grant
from the Imperial Government for rebuilding
certain Public Offices - - -

Acknowledging preceding Despatch; H.M.'s Govern-
ment unable to comply with the Wishes of the
General Assembly - - - -

Government Donation most opportune; Resolution
of General Assembly respecting it - -

As to Application of Part of Parliamentary Grant
to Re-crection of certain Public Offices

Acknowledging Despatch of 18th July, and the fur-
ther Graut of 25,000/ ; Sir J. Harvey regrets his
Iuability to remain another Winter in Newfound-
land; Estimate of the Extent «n" the Calamity ; Dis-
tress among labouring Classes has almost ceased

Acknowledging preceding Despatch ; entire Appro-
val of Proceedings; H. M.'s Government cannot
station Vessels as suggested in a former Despatch

Closing of Special Session of General Assembly ;
enclosing Act for rebuilding Town of St. John's;
Address to Sir John Harvey on his Retirement -

Acknowledging preceding Despatch; Approval of
Sir John Harvey’s Speech to General Assembly ;
the Act for rebuilding the Town is under Con-

* sideration of H.M.’s Government - .
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6th Nov. 1846

16th Aug. 1846

18th Aug. 1846

12th Oct. 1846
18th Aug. 1846
8th Sept. 1846

8d Sept. 1846

3d Sept. 1846

24th Sept. 1846
17th Oct. 1846
16th Nov. 1846
10th Sept. 1846
17th Nov. 1846
25th Sept. 1846
27th Oct. 1846
24th Nov. 1846

26th Nov. 1846

3d Dec. 1846

4th Dec, 1846

16th Dec. 1846
26th Nov. 1846
93d Dec. 1846

17th Dec. 1846

AR

SubJecT.
Act for rebuilding the Town should be left to its
Operation - - . - .

Resolution of Thanks of Inhabitants of St. John's
for the Government Donation of 30,0004 -

Selection of Lieutenant Carter as ¢« Supervisor” for
superintending the rebuilding the burnt Parts of
the City ; Application that he might receive his
Hulf Pay notwithstanding - - -

Acknowledging preceding Despatch ; Lieuntenant
Carter allowed his Half Pay - - -

Mode of Application of Funds for Relief of the
Sufferers; General Relief Committee and pecu-
niary Relief Commissioners appointed -

Acknowledging Earl Grey’s Despatch of 18th Aug.
respecting the Application of Portion of Grant
to the Re-erection of official Buildings - -

Queen’s Letter,authorizing Subscriptions in England
for Lielief of the Sufferers - - -

Calling Attention to the Mode of distributing the
Relief Funds ; Views entertained on the Subject

Major Robe appointed to reconstruct the public
Buildings in St.Johu's - - -

Acknowledging Sir John Harvey's Despatch of
18th Aug.; approving his Proceedings - -

Subscriptions, amounting to 14,917 14s. 6d., 'paid'

into Bank of England; to be held by the Com-
missariat for the Purposes of intended Relief -

Memorial from Bishop of Newfoundland, &e. that
Part of Funds raised under the Queen’s Letter be
applied in rebuilding the Church of St.John -

Acknowledging preceding Despatch; enclosing Cor-
respondence between the Home Office, the
Bishop of London, and the Colonial Office on
the Subject - - - -

Observations as to the Mode of distributing the
Government Grant and private Subscriptions

Acknowledging preceding Despatch ; Remarks
thereon - - - -

-

As to Application of Portion of Queen’s Letter
Fund to the rebuilding of the Parish Church,
and requesting an Interview on the Subject -

Acknowledging preceding Letter; has instructed
the acting Governor to apply a Portion of the
Fuod to the Objeet in question; Amount col-
lected under the Queen’s Letter, 26,353L 18s. 34.

Transmitting Copy of Letter from the Bishop of
Newfoundland, with Earl Grey’s Aunswer thereto,
on the Subject of rchuilding the Parish Church;
further Subscriptions of 11,436/, 8s. 9d. to be
held by the Commissariat for Purposes of the
intended Relief - - - -

On the rebuilding the Parish Church of St. John's;
hoping that the Residue of the Queen’s Letter
Fund will be applied to that Purpose - -

Acknowledging preceding Letter; declining to issue
any Directions on the Subject till Report received
from acting Governor - - -

State of the Relief Funds; requesting that Balance

of Government Grant (15,000%) be retained in
Commissariat Chest - - -

Acknowledging Colonel Law’s Despatch of 26th
Nov.; authorizing him- to retain in his Hands.
the Balance of Government Grant - -

Communieating Intelligence received from St. John's
on the State of the Relief Funds; requesting the
Appropriation of Residue of Queen’s Letter Fund
to the rebuilding the Church - .
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Petition to Her Majesty trom the
Relief Committee in Loundon.
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Committee in London.
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Lord Metcalfe to Lord Stanley -

Lord Stanley to Lord Metcalfe -

Lord Stanley to Lord Metcalfe -

. Lord Mectealfe to Lord Stanley -

Lord Stanley to Lord Metcalfe -

Lord Stauley to Lord Metcalfe -

. J. Stephen, Esq.,to Captain Hig-
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. Mr. Scc ctar'\ Gladstonc to Earl
. Cathcart. . ;
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DarTE.
a25th Dec. 1846

10th Dec. 1846

Sth Jan. 1847

10th Dec. 1846

2d Jan. 1847

19th Jan. 1847

28th Jan. 1847

7th July 1816

SusJECT.

Authorizing One Half of Collections under the
Queen’s Letter to be applicd in rebulldmg the
Church of St. John - .

Acknowledging Despatch of 17th Nov.; suggesting
that his Lordship should direct that a certain
Portion of the Queen’s Letter Fund be apphed
in rebuilding the Parish Church -

Informing his Lordship that several Members of the
Established Church are on the Relief Committee
for distributing the Queen’s Letter Fund -

Forwarding Copy of his Speech on opening the
Sixth Session of the General Assembly, with the
Address of the Housc in answer thereto - -

Directing that the Portion of Funds appropriated
for rebuilding the Church should only be drawn
as required - - - - -

Transmitting Correspondence between the Colonial
Office and the Treasury respecting the Invest-
ment of Sums received under the Queen's Letter,
and respecting latest Receipts on that Account -

Transmitting Copy of his Specch on closing the final
Session of the General Assembly - -

Praying that Her Majesty will command that a Col-
lection be made for ltelief of the Sufferers and

for rebuilding the Episcopal Church - -
6th Aug. 1846 Signifying Her Majesty’s Consent to the Prayer of
the Petition - - - . .

QUEBEC.

20th June 1845

Sth July 1845

4th Aug. 1845

4th Aug. 1845

8th Sept. 1845

2d Sept. 1845

18th Sept. 1845

18th Oct. 1845

3d Nov. 1845
29th Nov. 1845

3d Feb. 184-6 ‘

Extensive Fire in the City of Quebec ; Subscriptions
opencd in Quebee, Montreal, &c., and Grant of
2,000 from Provincial Treasury; submitting
Copy of Letter, &e. received from Relief Com-
mittee at Quebec - - - -

Another extensive Conflagration in the City of
Quebee; enclosing Copies of Communication
from Major General Iope, detailing Particulars,
&e. ; Mayor and Citizens solicit the Interposition
of Government in behalf of the Sufferers -

Acknowledging the Two preceding Despatches;

Her Majesty dircets 20,000 to be applxcd to
the Relief of the bulfercrs -

Enclosing Communication with the Treasury ex-
plaining the Mode in which Provision has been
made for Payment of the 20,0004 - -

Reply of the Mayor of Quebee to Communication
from the Governor on the Subject of the Govern-

ment Grant; there being no immediate Demand,

Lord Metealfe retains for Consideration as to the
Mode of applying same - - -

Acquainting his Lordship that certain Collections
for Relict of the Sufferers are in progress -

Authority to draw on the Commissariat in Canada
to the Extent of 4,6031, the Amount collected
under the Queen’s Letter - - -

Enclosing Copy of Letter from the Treasury an-
nouncing that further Subscriptions, amountmg
to "5,6351 5s. 9d. are placed at the Disposal of
the Governor General - - -

Turther Collections, to Amount of 9,649 3s. 10d.

Further Collections, amounting to 1,939 5s. 9d.,
placed at the Governor General's Disposal -

I'mther Collections, amounting to 733L 8s. 7d.,
. placed at the Governor General's Disposal -

%th March 1846  Further Colleetions, amounting to 130/ 4s, 94,

placcd at the Governor General's Disposal = -

Pacr,

58

59

60

61

61

G3

63

64

66

71




SAINT JOHN’'S NEWFOUNDLAND.

No. 1.
(No. 88.)

Cory of a Despatcu from Governor Sir Joun Harvey, K.C.B., to the
Right Honourable W. E. GLADSTONE.
] Newfoundland, Government House, St. John's,
Sir, 10th June 1846.

It has pleased the Almighty to visit this Colony with a great Calamity. An
awful and irresistible Conflagration has suddenly swept away Three Fourths of
this so lately wealthy and prosperous City. '

A Tire broke out at Half-past Eight o’Clock Yesterday Morning in the
Western Section of the City ; and owing to the Prevalence of a Westerly Gale
of Wind, which unhappily continued to increase in Violence, before the Close
of the Day most of its public Buildings, and the whole (with One single Excep-
tion) of its Wharves, Storehouses, and mercantile Establishments, upwards of 2
Mile in Extent, had been reduced to Ashes. o

It is estimated that 2,000 Houses, and Property to the Amount of from
(00,000/. to 1,000,000/, Sterling has been destroyed, and that 12,000 Persons
are now houseless.

Much as the Hopes of the mercantile and the Sufferings of the labouring
Classes claim our Sympathies, yet should our deepest Commiseration rest upon
the middle Classes, who, accustomed to comparative Ease and Comfort, find
themselves and-their helpless Families suddenly reduced to a State of the most
absolute Destitution. Every Effort dependent upon the Local Government will
be made and is making for their Relief and that of the lower Orders; and even
under Circumstances so apparently desperate, and with a Scene of such affecting
Desolation before my Eyes, still do I indulge a sanguine Hope that, if promptly
aided by the Benevolence and Liberality of the British People, of the Legis-
lature and People of the neighbouring Colonies, but, above all, by the British
Government and Parliament, not only will present Distress be at once alleviated,
but the fine Site of the provincial Capital of this ancient and valuable Possession
of the British Crown (which as a commercial Town may be said for the present
almost to have ceased to exist) will again be occupied by Buildings, of so
secure and durable a Description, laid out upon a Plan so judicious and well
considered as, at no remote Period, to convert the Calamity which is now
pressing so heavily upon its Inhabitants, into a great and inappreciable Blessing.

A similar Calamity, though not to the same Extent, was thus turned into a
vast Benefit, even by the almost unaided Efforts of the Province itself, during
the Period of my Administration of the Government of New Brunswick some
Years ago.

In order to meet the pressing Emergency of our Situation I have adopted the
following Measures :—

1st. I have, by Proclamation, convened the Local Legislature to meet in Six
Days, viz. on the 16th instant, : :

2d. I have issued a Proclamation, laying an Embargo, for a limited Period,
upon the Exportation of Provisions, other than such as are required for the Use
of the Crews, Passengers, and the Fisheries. ‘ :

3. I have issued a Proclamation, warning all Persons against the Re-construc-
tion of wooden Buildings upon the burnt District before the Intentions of the

Local Legislature on the Subject shall be declared. ~
4th. I have addressed a circular .Letter to the Governor General and the
Lieutenant - Governors of all the British American Colonies, and to Her
Majesty’s Consul at New York, of which Copies are enclosed.
5th. I have authorized the chartering of Two Vessels, one to Halifax and
the other to New York, for Provisions.

(41.) AS 6th. I

NEWFOUNDLAND.
No. 1.
Governor
Sir J. Harvey
to
Mtr. Secretary
Gladstone,
10th June 1846.




6 CORRESPONDENCE rerLatine To THE CONFLAGRATIONS

Newrousorano.  6th. I called a Meeting this Day in this House, at which I presided, of all
~—~———  the Heads of the mercantile Establishments, as well as of the principal Inha-
bitants, the Clergy, Judges, and Officers of the Government. Copies of the
Resolutions adopted at this Mecting, as well as of other Resolutions adopted at
a Meeting of the Inhabitants previously held, are inclosed ; the whole of which,

it will be perceived, I had anticipated.

I'riday, 12th June.

I have now the Satisfaction to report, that through the Operations of the
Committee of Relief, appointed at the Meeting of Wednesday, all the houseless
have been placed under Shelter, in aid of which I have placed Fifty (all) the
Tents in the Ordnance Store at its Disposal ; and an adequate Supply of Pro-
visions, particularly Bread, has been and will be continued to be issued to
them for the present. They (the Recipients) are, however, I understand,
grzfiidually dispersing in the Colony or emigrating. Fortunately, the Weather
is fine.

For the Details of the Progress of the Fire, and of the Measures used for its
Suppression, I beg Permission to refer to the accompanying Extract of a
Report addressed by the Commanding Officer of the Royal Engineers to the
Head of his Department on the Subject, and to the General Order which [
have issued upon this melancholy Occasion, and to express my Hope that you
will be pleased to receive the Details contained in these Documents in lieu of a
more lengthened Despatch at the present hurried Moment, until I am enabled
to enter more fully into the sadly altered Circumstances of this lately prosperous
and happy Colony, which I shall scarcely be in a Position to do until after the
Meeting of the Legislature.

: I have, &c.

(Signed)  J. Harvey.

P.8.—With the Exception of the Two Soldiers of the Royal Artillery, the
Injuries of one of whom are not dangerous, I believe very few Accidents to
have occurred during the awful Conflagration ; only One has as yet been made
known to'me from any authentic Source.

The Sketches of the Town which accompany my Despatches, though
huarriedly prepared, show, with sufficient Precision, the Extent of the Ravages
of this destructive lire.

J.H.
Enclosure 1. in Enclosure 1. in No. 1.
No. 1. .
—— ProcLamaTiON :

By his Excellency Major General Sir John Harvey, Knight Commander of the Most
Honourable Military Order of the Bathi, Knight Commander of the Royal Hanoverian
Guelphic Order, Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the Island of
Newfoundland and its Dependencies, &c. &e.

J. HarvEy. (LsS.)

Whereas the General Assembly of this Island stands prorogued until Tuesday the Twenty-
third Day of June instant :

And whereas divers weighty Causes and Considerations render it expedient and necessary
that the said General Assembly should be called-together with as little Delay as possible :
1, the Governor, do therefore by these Presents direct and appoint, that the said General
Assemuiy shall meet, for the Despatch of important and urgent Business, on Tuesday the
Sixteenth Day of this instant June ; of which all Persons are required and commanded to
take due Notice and govern themselves accordingly. -~ S e

Given under my Hand and Seal, at‘tvhe Government -House at St. John’s, in the aforesai.(‘i:‘:‘ .
Island, the Tenth Day of June One thousand eight hundred and forty-six, in the
Ninth Year of Her Majesty’s Reign. - . ‘ -

S By his Excellency’s Command, , S
(Signed) J. TewpLEMAN, Pro. Secretary. .+




at SAINT JOHN’S NEWFOUNDLAND anpo QUEBEC. 7

Enclosure 2. in No. 1.

ProcLaMATION:

By his Excellency Major General Sir John Harvey, Knight Commander of the Most
Honourable Military Order of the Bath, Knight Commander of the Royal Hanoverian
Guelphic Order, Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the Island of New-
foundland and its Dependencies, &c. &e.

J. Harvey. (Ls.)

Whereas in consequence of the disastrous and devastating Fire by which the Town of
St. John hath been visited on Tuesday last, large Quantities of Bread, Flour, and all other
Provisions have been destroyed, and it being found that a very scant Supply of such Pro-
visions remains for the Subsistence of the Inhabitants of the said Town, and that it is
necessary to retain the same for their Support, I, the Governor, do therefore, by and with
the Advice of Her Majesty’s Council, by this my Proclamation, forbid and prohibit any or
all Ships, Vessels, and Boats from carrying away or exporting from the Port of St. John
any Kind of Bread, Flour, or other Provisions, save and except in such moderate Quantity
as 'may be deemed sufficient for the Subsistence and Uses of the Crews of such Ships, Vessels,
or Boats respectively. And 1 do further order and direct, by and with the Advice aforesaid,
that, in order to sccure the Observance of this Order, all Ships, Vessels, and Boats departing
from this Port shall first obtain a Certificate from the Collector of Her Majesty’s Customs
before they are allowed to depart from this Port. :

Given under my Hand and Seal, at the Government House at St. John’s in the afore-
said Island, the Eleventh Day of June One thousand eight hundred and forty-six,
in the Ninth Year of Her Majesty’s Reign.

By his Excellency’s Command,
(Signed)  J, TempLEMAN, Pro. Secretary.

Enclosure 8. in No. 1.

ProcLaMATION :

By his Excellency Major General Sir John Harvey, Knight Commander of the Most
Honourable Military Order of the Bath, Knight Commander of the Royal Hanoverian
Guelphic Order, Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the Island of
Newfoundland and its Dependencies, &c. &c.

J. Harver. (Ls.)

Whereas the Town of St. John was, on Tuesday the Ninth Day of this instant Month of
June, desolated and destroyed by a most calamitous Fire, the Ravages whereof have been
chiefly occasioned by the Narrowness of the Streets and the Irregularities and insufficient
Construction of the Houses and Buildings therein :

And whereas it appears that for the better Security of the said Town on its Re-erection,
and for the Safety and Welfare of its Inhabitants in future, that further Laws and Regula-
tions should be made to prevent, as far as may be found possible and expedient, the Recur-
rence of such Calamities: I, the Governor, do thereby, by and with the Advice of Her
Majesty’s Council, under this my Proclamation, hereby prohibit and forbid any and every
Person and Persons from erecting or making any Building or Buildings whatsoever on the
Site of any Buildings that have been destroyed by the late Iire, or upon any Ground
contiguous thereto, until it shall be ascertained and publicly declared what-Regulations the
General Assembly (now immediately to be convened) shall establish for the better Formation
of the Streets, and the Erection of all Houses and Buildings of the said Town, .

And T further warn all Persons, at their Peril, to pay due Regard to this Injunction and
public Notice, as in the event of any Person acting contrary to the same, and incurring
Expense in the Erection of any Buildings contrary to such Regulations as the Legislature

may deem fit to establish, such Persons will have no Claim to any Consideration or Com-
pensation in respect to the same. ’ ‘

B (_}iveh under my,Halid and Seal, at the Govei'mnenp House at St. John’s in the aforesafd
~~ Island,’ the Eleventh Day of June One thousand ‘eight hundred and forty-six, in
. 'the Ninth' Year of Her Majesty’s Reign. . =~ . ,‘ o
a ~ By'his ’Exce’llencry’é':Com‘inand, . ‘
-~ '~ (Signed)  J. TemrLEMAN, Pro. Seccretary.

Wy A
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Government Honse, St. John’s Newfoundland,
My Lord, 11th June 1846.
It is my painful and melancholy Duty to acquaint your Lordship that Almighty God
has been pleased to visit this Town with an awful and devastating Conflagration, which has
reduced the chief Portion of it to Ashes.

The Fire broke out about Half-past Eight o’Clock on the Morning of Tuesday last, the
9th instant, in the Western Extremity of the Town, and the Flames, borne onwards by a
strong Wind from the same Quarter which prevailed during the whole of that Day and the
succceding Night, overcame every Effort to subdue them, and involved in one common
Ruin (with scarcely an Exception) the whole of the mercantile Establishments, with their
Stores of Goods and Provisions, very many of the public Buildings, and at least Three
Fourths of the Dwelling Houses of the Inbabitants. :

It has not been possible as yet to obtain a correct Return of the Number of Edifices
burnt, but it is estimated that, in all, about T'wo thousand have been destroyed, and nearly.
Twelve thousand Persons rendered houseless. :

I beg leave herewith to enclose for your Lordship’s Information a Copy of certain
Resolutions yesterday adopted by a Meeting of the Heads of Departments and principal
Inhabitants of the Town, convened by me, at the Government House; and in consideration
of the State of utter Destitution and Distress to which many Thousands of the poorer
Inhabitants have been reduced by the Suddenness of this awful Visitation of Divine
Providence, and on their Behalf, I have, through your Lordship, to make an earnest
Appeal to the Sympathy and Philanthropy of the Inhabitants of the Province under your
Lordship’s Government for that Relief which I cannot doubt will be promptly extended
to their fellow Subjects in this Colony who have been overwhelmed by so stupendous a
Calamity.

. I am, &e.
Lieutenant General his Excellency (Signed) J. Harvey.
The Earl Cathcart, K.C.B.
&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure 5. in No. 1.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Newfoundland,
Sir, 11th June 1846.
I ax directed by his Excellency Sir John Harvey, Governor of this Island, to com-
municate to you the painful Iutelligence of the almost total Destruction of the Town of
St. John’s by Fire on the 9th instant.

The whole of the mercantile Establishments (with but One Exception) on the North Side
of the Harbour have been utterly consumed, together with by far the greater Part of the
Provisions and other Stores which they contained, the few mercantile Premises on the South
Side being of comparatively little Importance. - o

By this calamitous Event nearly Twelve thousand Persons have been rendered house-
less, and a Majority of them utterly destitute; for these, and on their Behalf, an Appeal
is earnestly made, through you, to the Sympathy of the Citizens of New York. -

I beg leave to enclose herewith a Copy of a Series of Resolutions submitted to and
unanimously adopted by a Meeting of the Inhabitants of St. John’s, held at the Government
House yesterday, and presided over by his Excellency the Governor.

I have, &c.

Ier Britannic Majesty’s Consul General, (Signed)  Jo. Noap, Pro. Secretary.
New York, A

Enclosure 6.,i{1 No. 1.

Cory of Resorutioss unanimously adopted at a General Mecting of the mercantile Body "
held at the Factory on the 10th of June. . P A

Resolved, That it is the Opinion of this Mecting, that in order the most “effectually -

to meet the Exigency arising from the present Calamity a Session of the Legislature should -

be immediately convened, and that a Deputation be appointed to wait upon his Excellency -
the Governor, instanter, to pray his Excellency to convene the Legislature at the earliest :
possible Period, for the Consideration of the best Means of arresting the present Suffering, -
Resolved, That his Excellency be requested to adopt the best ‘Means of affording
Protection to the Persons and Property now exposed in this Town and Neighbourhood.
: . " .. Resolved, .
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Resolved, That a Provisional Committee be appointed to solicit from the Clergymen of Newrouxpraso.
the several Congregations, from the Officers of the Irish and Natives Societies, the “Conduc-
tors of the I'a(.tm), and all the public Buildings, the Use of the Churches and other
Edifices under thetr Control, for the Shelter of the houseless.

Resolved, That the Committee be requested to pray his Excellency to cause a general
Search to be made in every House in Saint John’s and its Vicinity without Distinction, to
ascertain the Quantity of Provisions in Town, and to discover such Provisions and other
Property as any Individuals may have improperly appropriated.

Resolved, That the Committee be requested to pray his Excellency to cause Tents to
be erected this Evening for the Shelter of the People.

Resolved, That the Honourable C. I*. Bennett, the Honourable Robert Job, the
Honourable John Stuart, and Messrs. Brooking, Alsop, M¢Bride, Stabb, Glen, Nugent,
Henry P. 'lhomas, Taylor, Milroy, Dillon, J. H. Warren, Eugenius Harvev Ambrose bhea,
Kenneth M<Lea jun., Marry, Ilowley, MKellar, and Cozens, do form such Committee,
with Power to add to their Number.

K

ResoLuTions submitted at a Meeting of the principal Inhabitants convened at Government
House by his Lxcellency Sir “John Harvey on this Day, the 10th of June, and
adopted unanimously.

1st. Resolved, That this Mceting are deeply impressed with the awful Visitation which
Yesterday befel the City of St. John s, by which nearly 2,000 Houses, embracing the
whole of the mercantile Establishments, with but One Exception, have been xeduce(l to
Ashes, and nearly 12,000 Individuals deprived of a Home. -

* 2d. Resolved, That it is necessary, in order to guard against that Distress which Exposure
o the Weather and an 1mprovxdent Use of the small Quantity of Provisions that have
happily been saved may occasion, that a Committee should be appointed, under whose
Management, in co-operation with his Excellency Sir John Harvey, Relief may be afforded
to those who are destitute, and Means taken to guard against Imposition.

3d. Resolved, That the Committee above mentioned do consist of the fo]lowmlr Persons:
A Clergyman of each Religious Denomination.
The Honourable William T homas.
The Honourable Charles Bennett.
The Honourable John Kent.-
The Honourable Lawrence O’Brien.
Lieutenant Colonel Law, K.H,,
Major Robe, R. E., o
Major Wright, R.A. Ex-officio Members.
Assistant Commissary General Weir,
Deputy Ordnance Storekeeper Wmter,
Thomas Glen, M.G. A.,)
Nicholas Stabb,
Richard How]ey
James Hutton,
George Brooking,
Charles Bowring,
Thomas Job,
Robert Prowse,
James Clift,
Nicholas Mudge,
J. B. Bulley,
John O’Mara, ]

Of whom 1‘ hlee shall form a Quorum.

4th. Resolved, That this.Mceting are aware that the well- estab]nshed Credit and
Stability of the Trade 6f - St. John’ sy coupled with the natural and inexhaustible Resources .
of its Iushemes, will speedily enable.it. to resume its usual Current, but that in the mean- ~ - ‘
time it is necessary that Publicity should: be given to- the Demaud for PlO\lSIOHS and R
Building Materials which at present exist in this Market. - LT S e

5th, Resolved That this Meeting have learned with great Satisfaction. that hls L\ce]lency
las issued a Proclamation’ convening - a Meeting of the' Legislature’ for the” 16th instant, -
and they are assured that such remedial Measures will then be submitted to that Body as
will tend’ to the partial Relief of present Suffering and the pelmanent Improvemem and
increased Security of the Capntal of this Island o e

+ Esquires.
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Exrract from a Report made by Major Robe, commanding Royal Engineers, St. John's
Newfoundland, to the Inspector General of Fortifications.

St. John’s Newfoundland,
Wednesday, 10th June 1846.

It is my painful Duty to report to you that this Town was visited Yesterday by one of
the most calamitous Fires that has ever come within my Knowledge. It broke out in the
Heart of the Town soon after Eight o’Clock in the Morning, raged furiously for the whole
of the Day and Night, and is still at this Time, 10 a.n., unextinguished, though, I vrust in
God, its Iury is now nearly exhausted; but from the Mass of heated Ruins and burning
Embers much Danger is still to be apprehended, especially should the Wind, which has
continued to blow from the same Quarter since the Commencement of the Fire, W.N.W,,
change the Direction more to the Southward, and thus carry the Sparks over that Part of
the Town which has yet escaped. It is impossible to describe or imagine the State of
Distress which must ensue to the Inhabitants generally, both rich and poor, before any
effective Relief can be obtained, as every Merchant’s and nearly every I'radesman’s and
Shopkeeper’s Premises, including Wharves, Stores, and in most Instances Dwelling Houses,
have been entirely consumed, with the Exception of Messrs. Newman and Company, which
were situated further West than the Point to which the Flames extended, '

The Church of St.John’s, the Court House, the Roman Catholic Convent and School
(Two beautiful new Buildings), the Custom House, the Ordnance and Commissariat Store
on the Ordnance Wharf, the Bank, and other public Building‘s, have been destroyed, toge-
ther with the whole Range of Water-side Premises from one kEnd of the Town to the other;
the Shipping having been compelled to cut pdnft, some of them having been obliged to be
scuttled to save the rest, and they are all either now anchored in the Narrows or close to
the opposite or South Side of the Ha.rbour. .F lashefs of Fire were carried across the Har-
bour, and up to the very Top of Signal Hill, setting fire to the Brushwood in various
Places, making it necessary to send the Detachment stationed there back again to protect
the new DBarracks and Government Property on the Summit. ‘The Merchants Powder
Magazine,' situated half way up th_e Hi]l,_ ca_u_ght fire, and the whole of the Roof, which
was shingled, was entirely burnt, without igniting the Powder in the Bomb-proof beneath.
With the Exception of the Ordnance Wharf all the Property in charge of the Ordnance
Department has providentially escaped, though great I'ears were at One Time entertained for
the Barracks at Fort Townshend, when the Convent was in Flames, and the surrounding
Fences of the Fort ignited. Subsequently the Ordnance Yard was in imminent Danger,
and nothing but _the unwearied Efforts of the Troops and civil Workmen employed in my
Department could possibly have saved it ; had the Buildings in that Yard been burnt, the
Barracks in Fort William would in all Probability have followed. The Governor’s Resi-
dence, being situated on an isolated Spot to Windward of Ehe Fire, has most providentially
escaped, together with St.Thomas’s Church (used as a Garrison Chapel), the Bishop’s, Chiet
Justice’s, Attorney General’s, and Collector’s Houses. S

I regret that I have to report the Occurrence of a melancholy Accident, in the Death of
a Gunner and severe wounding of a Serjeant of the Royal Artillery, in an'Attempt tc make
a Tire-break by means of Gunpowder. The Powder was placed in Two Tin Canisters,
containing about 30lbs. each3 against the Clximl.ley Shaft in the Centre of a wooden House,
for the Parpose of throwing it down an.d loosening the Framework. 1In consequence of my
Directions for firing the Charge not being exa_ctly complied with, these Men bad not "I'ime
to escape before the Explosion took place. Lxeu.tenams Brettingham, Royal Artillery, and
Binney, Royal Engineers, narrowly esca_ped Injury; the‘ latter Officer was struck in the
Knee with a Splinter at the Moment he discovered the Mistake, and was springing forward
to endeavour to withdraw the unfortunate Men. T'he Serjeant Handyside has, { am happy
to say, every Prospect of recovering without permauent Injury. ' :

It is impossible to say to what State of Destitution and Distress the whole Town will he
reduced before any effectual Relief can arrive. 1 am almost afiaid to think to what State
of Desperation the People may be driven when Starvation stares them in the Face, from
which Calamity we may not oursel‘ves be exempt ; and it is to be hoped that the Government
at Home, together with the Public at large, will take some immediate Steps to send us
Relief, which will be most acceptable in any Form, whether Provision, Clothing, Bedding,
or Materials for building and other Purposes. At this Moment the Mass of the People are
houseless, and are spread about the open Fields, protecting what little Property they were'
enabled to save from the Conflagration. - The Quantity of Bedding and other Stoves now -
in charge of the Ordnance Storekeeper will go-but little Way towards’ relieving the ‘dis-
tressed ; ‘and . the, Provision in the Commissariat Store would also be of very little Service-. -
among so many, after the Wants of the Troops. have been provided for. = - . '

‘To the Inspector General of Fortifications, . ‘

o &eo &e

N N
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GENERAL ORDER.

Head Quarters, St. John’s Newfoundland,
‘ 10th June 1846.

No.1.—Having witnessed and superintended the zealous, unwearied, and almost
unaided Efforts of the Officers and Soldiers of this small Garrison to arrest the Progress
ol the awful Conflagration of Yesterday, his Excellency the Governor and Major General
commanding deems it an imperative Duty towards them to place upon official Record the
high Sense which he entertains of those Exertions, which, although, owing to a Concurrence
of adverse Circumstances, were necessarily in a great Degree unavailing, were most
unremittingly persevered in for Twenty-four successive Hours.

To the gallant and determined, and, in this Instance, successful Stand made towards the
Close of the Day by this small Body of wearied and exhausted Men, under the immediate
Directions of Lieutenant Colonel Law and Major Robe, by which the Direction of the
Conflagration was diverted from the Ordnance Buildings, the Major General imputes,
under Providence, the Preservation of all the Buildings, public and private, at the East
¥nd of this City, including the Barracks, &¢. at Fort William, the Garrison Bakery (the
only remaining one), the Commissariat House and Office, Saint Thomas’s Church, the
"I'heological Institution, the Collegiate School, the Residences of the Lord Bishop, of the
Chief Justice, of the Attorney General, of the Collector of Customs, of the Honourable
Messrs. Thomas, and even of the Government House, which, in the event of the Extension
of the Fire to the Buildings above enumerated, must have been placed in imminent
Danger.

In aiding in the Preservation of the Barracks at Fort Townshend, the Major General
Jearns with much Satisfaction that the Conduct of Captain Hunt, Half Pay, late of the
Lloyal Newfoundland Companies, the Guard of those Companies, and the few Individuals
remaining in Barracks in the Absence of the T'roops, was very praiseworthy.

Where all have so well performed their Duties, it is difficult to discriminate in bestowing
individual Praise — to name those who have merited it would be to name all. 'The Major
General must, therefore, rest satisfied for the present with offering his warmest Thanks to
Lieutenant Colonel Law, commanding Royal Newfoundland Companies, to Major Robe,
commanding Royal Engineer, and to Major Wright, commanding Royal Artillery, and
to all the Officers, Non-commissioned Officers, and Soldiers under their respective Com-
mands, for their admirable Conduct Yesterday, Conduct which has entirely satisfied the
Major General that the utmost Reliance can confidently be placed upon their Soldier-like
Qualities, in whatever Exigencies of the Service they may be called upon to perform their
Dauties. - S . :

To the active and useful Exertions of the Officers attached to his Excellency’s personal
Staff, namely, Lieutenant F. C, Harvey, 84th Regiment, and Lieutenant H. B. Chambers,
Royal Newfoundland Companies, the Major General has Pleasure in expressing his
Acknowledgments; as well as to Fort Major Mason, Deputy Commissary General Green,
Assistant Commissaries General Weir and Robinson, Deputy Ordnance Storckeeper Winter,
and, generally, to all connected with the Public Depariments, who were present and
rendered all the Assistance in their Power. . o S

However unusual a Proceeding under ordinary Circumstances, yet his Excellency the
Governor and Major General commanding does not abstain from adverting in this Memo-
randum to the Zeal displayed by all the principal Persons connected with the Government,
including the Lord Bishop of the Diocese, the Clergy of all Denominations, the Chief
Justice (whose Exertions were conspicuously useful), the Judges, .the Members of Her
Majesty’s Council, and all the principal Officers of the Government, who all evinced every
Desire to render their Services useful upon this awful Occasion. The Major General
cannot conclude this Notice without. expressing his warm Acknowledgments to Captain
Dacres, Royal Artillery (on Leave), and .to Mr. Hele, Master of H.M.S. « Vindictive,” (at
Saint John’s on Duty connected with a Civil Prosecution,) for their most valuable and
unremitted Exertions throughout the whole Day. Lo ‘ .

The Names of several Non-commissioned Officers and Soldiers, who have been reported
to the Major General by their Commanding Officers as having prominently distinguished

themselves, will be promulgated in a future Order. A _ .

No. 2.—Major General Sir John Harvey has Pleasure in' accepting the offered Services
of Captain Dacres, Royal Artillery, and of Captain Hunt, Half Pay, late of the'Royal
Newfoundland Companies, during the Continuance of the arduous 'Patrol and other Duties
which have necessarily devolved upon this small Garrison’; the Names of these Officers will
accordingly be placed upon the Roster of Garrison Duty, and they will be attached, the
former to Captain. Wright's Company, Royal Artillery, and the latter to the Royal
Newfoundland Companies, until further Orders.” =~ = " Jv 0w w0

S By Command, | T e e e
77" " Huem B.CuamBERs, ‘.0

o " Lieut.' R. N. Companies,
-+ Acting ADC.

(41.) - BQ
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Skercues of the Town of St.'John’s Newfoundland, showing the Extent of the Ravages

of the late Fire; received with the anhcate of Sir John Harvey’s Despatch of
the 10th June 1846, No. 38.

[See Plans annexed. ]

No. 2,
(No. 7.

Cory of a Despatcu from the Right Honourable W. E. GLADSTO\’L to
Governor Sir JonN Harvey, K. C. B. '

Sir, Downmg Street, 3d July 1816
I nave to acknowledge, with deep Concern and Commiseration, your Des-
patch No. 38., in which you make known to me the awful Conflagration with
which it has seemed good to the Almighty that the Town of St. John’s
Newfoundland should be visited.

I have addressed by the Mail of this Day a Circular to the Governor and
Lieutenant Governors of the other British North American Provinces, desiring
them to render whatever Assistance it may be in their Power to give on this
distressing Occasion ; an Injunction which it was seemly for Her Majesty’s
Goxemment to issue, but which I am sure is hardly necessary in onder to
secure their active Intercst in the Measures of Relief which it may’ be
requisite to adopt.

Although the Intelligence has reached Lwrland at a Moment when Her
‘\Iajebtys Advisers only hold -the Seals of Office until their Successors -shall
have been designated and shall be prepared to receive them, yet I have not
scrupled, in con]unctlon with my Colleagues, to form. the Judgment that the
Character and Urgency of the- Circumstances at the particular’ Moment imposed
up(;n fExs the Duty to act decisively, so far as 1ega1 ds the affording mnnedute
Relie o

I am thercfore to acquamt you, that you are at liberty uthel to apply to

the Officer in charge of the Commissariat on the Station, or to draw upon the

Lords of - the 'lrea<u1y, forthwith for a Sum -not exceeding Iive .thousand
Pounds, to be applied, under your Authority and bupeuntendence, towards -
such Purposes as may appear to you to be th(, most pressmg in their Dem'mda,j
and to be duly accounted for.

After considering and conferring’ w1th Gentlemen mteleated in thc Colony,‘ ‘
upon the Question, what Descuptlon of Rehef would be most " effective,.
I came to the Conclusion that it ought to be given in the Form of Money, and"
that all necessary Supplies could be better pxocuxed from bomces othe1 thzm
the public Stores of this Country. ‘

1t will remain for the Successors of the pxc sent Admlmstxatxon to deten mine -
whether any and what further Measures should be taken here in aid of ‘the =
Sufferers by this dreadful Conflagration. - They will approach the Consideration
of that Question probably with full Information, and.. certainly -with . full'.i“
Authority. - We have been called upon to act in a- Manner: unusual under the "
Circumstances in which we stand,.in consequence. of the hxwency of - the"’"
Moment ; and our Part, therefore, has been confined to aﬁ‘ordmo on.the Part
of this Countr y a Pledge of its bympathy, and a 'und snﬂ‘xment fon the nnme-
d-ate Support of‘ the dcstltute. T R : ¥

e o SRR I have, &c. .

W E GLADSTQ\TE.
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No. 8.

Cory of a CircurLar Despatcn from the Right Hon. W. E. GrapstoNE to
the Govennor GENEraL and to the Lieutexant Govenrnons of the
Nortu AMERICAN Provinces.

Sir, Downing Street, 8d July 1846.

Ox the 1st instant I received from the Lieutenant Governor of Newfound-
land a Report of the calamitous Conflagration which has destroyed the greater
and more populous Part of the City of St. John’s in that Island. It appears
from that Report, that of the 19,000 Persons by whom the City was inhabited
12,000 had been rendered altogether houseless, and that the Destruction of
Provisions, wearing Apparel, and the other first Necessaries of Life had been
such as most severely to enhance their Distress.

Her Majesty’s Government have, by the Mail of this Day, authorized the
Advance of a Sum of Money to provide some immediate Relief for the
Sufferers. 1 am well assured that their Distress will have excited the lively
Sympathy of the Queen's Subjects in all the neighbouring British Provinces, and
that your own Attention will have heen promptly given to the Discovery of the
most effectual Means of relieving them. I 'cannot, however, permit this Mail
to be despatched without instructing you to afford such Aid as it may be in
your Power to bestow on the Victims of this Disaster, either by furnishing
Supplies of Provisions and other Stores, or in any other Way which you may
have Reason to believe will more effectually meet the Exigency of the
Occasion. ‘ :

I have, &ec.
W. E. GrADSTONE.

No. 4.
(No.96.)

Cory of a Desparcu from Earl Catucart, K.G.B., to the Right Hon.
W.E.GrapstoNe. '

. _ Government House, Montreal,
. Sir, ‘ : : 22d July 1846. .
I nave the Honour to acknowledge the Receipt of your Despatch, No. 105.,
of the 8d instant, stating that you had reccived from the Governor of
Newfoundland ‘a Report of thecalamitous Conflagration by which the greater
Part of the City of St. John’s has been destroyed, and instructing me to afford
such Aid as it may be in my Power to bestow towards the Relief of the
Victims of this Disaster. I have the Honour to inform you, in reply, that
immediately on the Receipt of a Letter from Sir John Harvey, acquainting me
with the Particulars -of this Calamity, I Jost no Time in bringing the Subject
before the Executive Council of this Province, and had much Satisfaction
in approving of their Recommendation that an Advance .of Two -thousand
Pounds should be made from the Canadian Treasury towards the Relief of the
immediate Wants of the Sufferers. This Sum was afterwards, by my Direc-
tions, paid into the Hands of the Committee appointed in this City to collect
Contributions, and was by them .employed . in :despatching a Schooner laden

NEWFOUNDLAND;

No. 3.

Mr., Secretary
Genceral Gladstone
to
the Governor
General
and Lieutenant
Governors
of the
North American
Provinces,
3d July 184G.

No. 4.
Earl Cathicart
to
Mr. Secretary

Gladstone, o
22d July 1846. .

with Flour and other Provisions for Distribution -at- St. John’s.. I enclose for -

your ' Information a Copy of. the Letter which I addressed to Sir John Harvey,

acquainting him with the Measures adopted here for:the Purpose of extending -

Assistance to the unfortunate Inhabitants of St. John’s, .
ST N - “T'have, &c.: .

~ (Signed) " CarHCART.
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Government House,
Sir, Montreal, 11th July 1846.

I avar. myselfof the sailing of the ¢ St. Croix,” chartered for the Conveyance of Supplies
for the Relief of the Sufferers at St John’s, to acknowledge the Receipt of your Excel-
leney’s Despateh of the 11th ultimo, with its Enclosures, communicating the Particulars of
the destructive Fire which has reduced to Ashes the greater Part of that City.

With the ready Concurrence of my Council, under whose Consideration I lost no Time
in bringing the Subject of your Despatch, I have directed an immediate Advance of
2,000 from the Provincial Chest to aid in meeting the Appeal which your Excellency has
made to the Sympathy of the Inhabitants of this Province, and 1 do not doubt that private
Contributions to a large Amount will very speedily attest the general Feeling of the Com-
munity in behalf of their fellow Subjects who have been overwhelmed by this stupendous
Calamity.

The Committee appointed to superintend the Collection of Expenditure of such Subscrip-
tions in this City have entered on the Discharge of this Duty with much Energy, and the
Subscription in this City is proceeding under their Superintendence in a highly encouraging
Manner.

At their Suggestion 1 have caused the Amount of the Advance from the Provincial
Revenue to be paid over to their T'reasurer, to be invested in Provisions for immediate
Export to Newfoundland. The accompanying Copy of a Letter from their Chairman will
explain to your Lxceliency the Steps which they have taken and propose to take to carry
out the Mensures intended. Your Excellency, and the Inhabitants of the Province, under
vour Government, may rely on the sincere Anxiety which all Parties here manifest to aid
in lministering to the utmost of their Power to the pressing Wants of the Sufferers by this
Calamity.

His Excellency Major General Sir John Harvey, I have, &e.
St. Johw's, Newfoundland. (Signed) VCATHCMIT.

No. 11, St F"* Xavier Street, Montreal,
Sir, 7th July 1846.

By Direction of the Committee to procure Relief for the Sufferers by the late Fire at
St. John’s Newfoundland I have the Honour to transmit the enclosed Resolutions relative
to the Manner in which they (the Committee) deem it proper that the Sum of 2,0001, about
to be granted by his Excellency the Governor General for the above Purpose, should be
applied, and have to request that you will cause the said Resolutions to be submitted to his
Excellency.

The Honourable D. Daly, M.P,, I have, &ec.

Secretary. (Signed) I. Camrion, Secretary.

No. 11, S I Xavier Street, Montreal,
7th July 1846.

Exrract from the Minutes of a Meeting of the Committee appointed to procure Aid for
the Sufferers by the late Fire at St. John's Newfoundland.

Mur. Tobin informed the Committee that the Governor General in Council had appro-
priated the Sum of 2,000/ to the Relief of the Sufferers at St.John's Newfoundland,
whereupon it was moved by Mr. John Young, seconded by Mr. Joseph Knapp, That, in
the Opinion of this Committee, it is deemed expedient to recommend ‘to the Governor
General that the Amount intended to be sent for the Relief of the Sufferers at St. John’s
gewfogndland be invested in 500 Barrels of prime Pork, and the Remainder in Flour.

arried. :

Moved by Mr. John M. Tobin, seconded by Mr. John E. Mills, That the Secretary bc
instructed to forward a Copy of the foregoing Resolutions to the Government. Carried.

(Signed) LW DU?fSéOM_iiﬁ,“ Chgirmah. . L
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No. 5. NEWFOUNDLAND.
(No.18.)
Copry of a Despatcu from Earl Grey to Earl Catucarr, K.C.B. No. 5.
Earl Grey

My Lord, Downing Street, 18th August 1846. to
1 nave the Honour to acknowledge the Receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch  Earl Cathcart,

of the 22d July, No. 96, in which you report the Measures adopted by your 18th August 1846.
Executive Government with the view of relieving the Distress prevailing at -
St. John’s Newfoundland in consequence of the Fire at that Place, and I have

to express to your Lordship the Satisfaction with which I have learnt the
prompt and liberal Assistance which bas been extended by your Government

to the unfortunate Sufferers at St. John's.

I have, &ec.
(Signed)  Gerev.

No. 6.
(No. 76.)
Cory of a Desparch from Sir W. M. G. CoLEBROOKE to the Right Honourable x
s No. 6.
W. E. GrapsToNE. o . SrW.M.G.
“ Fredericton, New Brunswick, Colebrooke
Sir, . 28th July 1846,

T save had the Honour to receive your Despatch, No. 41., dated the Mr.S:gretary
3d instant, and having been apprised by Sir John Harvey of the calamitous _ Gladstone,
Conflagration which had occurred at St.John’s Newfoundland, I lost no Time jn 28th July 1846.
calling a public Meeting in Fredericton, and in directing that public Meetings
should be convened in the several Counties of the Province, with the Object
of raising Subscriptions for the Relief of the Sufferers. -

Enclosed I transmit a Copy of the Communication I caused to be circu-
lated, and which has led to liberal Subscriptions being raised here and in
some other Quarters. I enclose also Copy of a Letter which I have addressed
to a Number of leading Gentlemen in St. John’s, with the Object of aiding
the private Sabscriptions by a public Contribution, and in taking this Course
under the Authority conveyed: in your Despatch, I feel every Assurance that
the Executive Council, when they meet here. on the 3lst instant, will. concur
with me in the Measure, and that the Assembly in the next Sesssion will
reimburse the Advance. I will take an early Opportunity of again addressing
you on this Subject. S ‘ :

I have, &c. o
(Signed) ~ W. M. G. CoLEBROOKE.

Enclosure 1. in No. 6.

‘ Enclosure 1.in .
CiRCULAR. N_p. 6.

Sir, : » _ Fredericton, 30th June 1846. '
His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor having this Day received the following
Despatch from his Excellency Major General Sir John Harvey, Governor of Newfound-
land, detaining the. Circumstances attending the recent’ calamitous Conflagration in Saint
John’s, the Capital of that Island, the Lieutenant Governor directs, on Receipt of this
Communication, that you will request the Sheriff of ‘the County to call a public Meeting,
to take the same into consideration, with a view of obtaining such Contributions.as may be
made available for the Relief of the Sufferers, o : a

: ' e o - I have, &e. . S
S I "~ - (Signed) - Jomx S. SAUNDERs,
- "To the Clerk of the Peace - - S Ten e e e Proy, Se.
of the County of S

. . dated Government louse, Saint John’s Newfoundland, 11th June 1846. =
" (For Copy of ‘Sz'r.yJ. Harvey's Letter to the Governor General dand to the Lieutenant Governors
~ e of the North American Provinces, vide Page 8.) ‘

Cory of & Lerren from ‘Major Géﬁexﬁll Sir Joun. HARVEY to. Sir W M. G. “C‘Qi.'ﬁﬁnzcioks,
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No. 7.
Ear] Grey
to
Sir W, M. G.
Colebrooke,

18th August 1846.

No. &,

Sir H. V. Huntley

to
Mr. Secretary
Gladstone,
27th July 1816.

16 CORRESPONDENCE rerarting 1o THE CONFLAGRATIONS

Enclosure 2. in No. 6.

Gentlemen, Fredericton, N, B., July 25th, 1846.

Destrine to forward to the City of Saint John’s Newfoundland as soon as possible
a Supply of Articles the most urgently required for the Reliel of the poorer Classes of the
Inhabitants, so many Thousands of whom arein a State of Destitution from the late Con-
flagration, I request that you will do me the Favour to act as a Committee, to carry this
Measure into cffect. My Object is, that an Arrangement should be made for shipping
immediately to Newfoundland, in a small fast-sailing Vessel, a Quantity of Flour and other
Articles of Subsistence, of Building: Materials, and also some Clothing and Bedding,
particularly for infirm old People and Children requiring them, to be consigned for Dis-
tribution to the Committee now sitting at Saint John’s Newfoundland. 1 propose to place
at the Disposal of the Committee a Sum not less than 1,000Z, to be laid out in these
Supplies by the Committee, of whom Seven may be a Quorum, and I leave to the Com-
mittee whether to obtain them and provide for their Transmission by public Tender or
otherwise, and considering that the Object is one of Charity, their Efforts will, I am sure,
be directed to rendering the Contribution as effective as possible, by reducing the atten-
dant Expenses.

As the Exeentive Couneil will meet at Fredericton on the 8lst inst., I request that you
will oblige me by acknowledging this Communication, so as to cnable me to advise with the
Council as to the definitive Arrangements.

I would further suggest that the Committee should arrange for the Reception: of
voluntary Contributions in aid of the Supply it is proposed to forward, announcing by
public Advertisement that they will be received and duly transmitted.

. I have, &c.
The Honourable Charles Simmonds, (Signed) W. M. G. CoLEBROOKE.
Hugh Johnston, 1. L. Hagen, and
J. Robertson.

No.7.
(No. 12.)
Cory of a Desparcit {rom Larl Grey to Sir W, M. G. CoLEBROOKE.

Sir, Downing Street, 18th August 1846.

I mave to acknowledge the Receipt of your Despatch, No. 76., of the
QSth July, in which you report the Measures which have been adopted in New
Brunswick with the view of mitigating the Distress experienced at St. John’s
Newfoundland in consequence of the recent Conflagration in that City;
and I have to signify to vou my Approval of the Steps which have been taken
for this Object in New Brunswick.

I have, &c.
(Signed)  Grzev.

No.8.
(No. 43.)
Cory of a Despartcn from Siv II. V. HuxtLEY to the Right Honourable
W. E. GLspsToxE.
Government House, Prince Edward Island,

Sir, 27th July 1846. :
Wrrn reference to your Despatch, No. 26., of the 3d of July, relating to the
Calamity which has so recently fallen upon the City of St. John’s in New-
foundland, and desiring me to use every Endeavour to afford Assistance, I
Leg leave to transmit the Royal Gazette of this Island, in which will be found
a Statement of Proceedings adopted by a Meeting of the principal Inhabitants

and others residing in Queen’s County. S
Independently of the Money then subscribed there will be, I have no
Doubt, further Collections from this as well as from the other Counties, which
will be forwarded with the least possible Delay. ' S
o o ” - I have, &c.. -
(Signed) .. H.V, HunTLEY, L
- - Lieutenant- Governor.,
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Enclosure in No. S.

PusLic MEETING of the Inhabitants of Queen’s County, to take into consideration ‘the
best Means of affording Relief to the Sufferers by the late Fire at Saint John’s
Newfoundland.

(Reported for the Royal Gazette.)

The High Sheriff having read the Requisition calling the Meeting, it was moved by the
Hon. the Secretary for the Colony, seconded by His Excellency the “Lieutenant Governor,
that the High Sheriff do take the Chair, The High Sheriff (W. Cundall, Esq.) having
assumed the Chan, John Longworth, Esq., was requested to act as becretary The Chair-
man was supported by his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, and the Hon. the Chief
Justice. A very numerous Assemblage of the Inhabitants of the County were present.

The High Sheriff briefly explained the Object of the Meeting, which was, he observed,

not only to assist those who had suffered by the recent Fire at Saint Joh' s, by contnbutmg ’

their Mite towards their Relief, but also to convey to the People of that City an Expression
of Sympathy with their Suﬁ'erm«rs under the ‘calamitous Visitation which had befallen them.

His Excellency the Lxeutenant Governor moved the First Resolution. He would first
read to the Meeting a Despatch which he had that Morning received from his Excellency
Sir John Harvey, similar to one which had been addressed to the Governor General and
Lieutenant Governors of the British American Colonies.

His Excellency observed, that he thought it hardly necessary to appeal at-any Length to
the Feelings of the Meelnw he then addressed. The Circumstances spoke for themselves.
They had “doubtless read the Particulars of the fearful Disaster which had befallen their
fellow Colonists in Saint John’s in the public Papers; and the Despatch which he had
just read to them placed the Matter so clearly before them, that he felt assured they would
respond to the Appeal made to them by Sir John Harvey. Nothing could exceed the
Zeal, Humanity, and Promptitude displayed by that distinguished Officer. His Conduct
had been above all Praise. In bringing the Resolution he then held in his Hand before
them he would ask the Meeting to picture to themselves for a Moment the Miseries
resulting from that dreadful Conﬂa"ratlon,-—-the Distress of Families,—Mothers unable to
find Shelter for their helpless Childr en,——Fathers answering their Calls for Food by telling
them “to wait for Daylight,” and when that Daylight appem ed finding they had little or
none to give them. . It was impossible to contemplate the Sufferings of the helpless without
having their stronn'est ‘Sympathies awakened. Nor ought this Picture to be considered as
one replesentmfr a State of Things which passed away with the passing of the Night.
"The Sufferers were yet in want of Food,— were yet without Shelter. The Relief played
for could not be afforded in a few Houts, and it was the obvious Duty of all Persons to
contribute to their utmost Means to alleviate 'such Distress as this. There was also a
Reason, and a very strong one, why this Colony should sympathize with and assist the
Sufferers in Newfoundland. Were they only to argue’it as a Question of Pounds, Shillings,
and Pence, they would find the Claim that that Colony had upon them. It was one of their
best and oldest Friends. It had been a Market for their Ships and Preduce, and had ever
maintained with them the greatest Honour and Integrity.  Flourishing as the Circum-
stances of that Colony had Deen it was now laid even with the poorest, and the Feeling of
the Situation in which such a Calamity would place the Inhabitants of this Town should
stimulate them to Exertion on behalf of their fellow Colonists. = Since he (Sir Henry
Huntlev) had been in the Government of this Island no less than Four Fires had taken
place in Charlottetown, and though he was bound to acknowledge the Zeal and Prompn—
tude of the Inhabitants on the Occasions alluded to in rrettm" them under, they were
indebted for Success in their Exertions to a higher Power thnn Man, without whose Divine
Assistance the Town might have been laid in Ashes. The same Providence which had
preserved them had afflicted the People of Saint John’s with this Visitation, and it was their
Duty not only as fellow Colonists, but as Christian Men, to afford all the Relief in their
Power. It might be but small, but if all gave to.the Extent of their Means, though it were
but a Mite, a handsome Sunj: mml)t b raised; he would therefore impréss upon “them the
Duaty which they had to pcx‘foﬁ'm, ani tell them not to be deterred from performmg it,
because the Offering they brouiht was Small, Though it were but.a Penny it would
prove acceptable; and Thousands had been collected by the smallest Contributions at the
Doors of Churches. His Excellency concluded by expressing his earnest Hope and Belief
that all Persons would lend their Aid, and contribute to the Ixtent of their Means towards
the Object of the Mecting, and then moved the following Resolution :—

« It having pleased Almmhty God in his inscrutable Pxovndence to visit the Inkiabitants

of Saint Johus Newfoundland with an.awfully destructive Fire, we, the Inhabitants of
Queen’s County, Prince Edward Island, deeply sympathizing. with' our fellow. Colonists i in

NEWFOUNDUAND.

Enclosure in No. 8.

“the ovexwhelmmn‘ Calamity which has thus befallen them, deem it a-Duty incumbent upon . .
. us (in common ‘with the Inhabitants of the other Districts' of this Island) to-offer -our
- humble Contributions towards their Relief. Resolved, therefore, That the most prompt. and
~ energetic Mcasures be taken by this Meéting for the Purpose of rendering every Assistance -

to the Sufferers, pecuniary or olhen\me, \xluclx may have a T endency to allevmte their
ptesent sttress. _— ,

(4'1 ) | C e '~  g o - :The

-
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The Resolution was seconded by James Peake, Lsquire.

The Hon. the Chicf Justice observed, that it was quite unnecessary for him to enter into
further Particulars connected with this melancholy Visitation of Providence than those
which were known to the Meeting.  They had only to read the Accounts already before
them to awake their Sympathies; for they spoke at once to the Heart. A wealthy and
flourishing City had been reduced in One Night from Affluence to Poverty, and when the
Suffering which such an Event had produced was considered, he perfectly coincided in
Opinion with his Iixcellency, that an Appeal to the People, not only in Charlottetown, but
throughout the Island generally, would not be made in vain. Ile could not but recur to a
similar Meeting which had been held last Year, at which he had the Honour of presiding,
1o extend Relief to the Sufferers by the great Fire at Quebee. He had received a Commu-
nication from that Place, in which their praiseworthy Exertions were not only dulyappreciated,
but he had heard from a credible Source that their Contribution exceeded in proportion any
that had been made from clsewhere.  He could not but therefore cherish a Hope that in con-
sidering this a Calamity of a more afilicting Nature than that which bad happened to Quebec,
the same good Feeling would be cvinced, and the same Liberality shown. If the Ieeling
of Self-interest alone were to prevail, even that should induce them to extend all the Relief
in their Power; for when they looked around them on their own Town, and contemplate
the Probability of a similar Calamity,—when they saw the Blocks of wooden Buildings
which might in a few short Hours be reduced toa Heap of Ruins,—while they acknowledged
the protecting Hand of Providence, which had hitherto spared them, and felt that they
were not exempt from similar Calamities to those which had befullen the other Colonies,—
they should remember that they might To-morrow want that Assistance which it was now
in their Power to hestow. But he (the Chief Justice) was satisfied it was quite unnecessary
to press this Matter further on their Attention; he believed that charitable Feeling would
prevaily and that they would libervally contribute to alleviate the Want and Distress which
called so loudly and imperatively upon them.

"The Hon. Chief Justice then moved the following Resolution, which was seconded by
Dr. Convoy:—

“ 2. Resolved, That Subscription Lists be immediately opened, and that the Fire-
wardens in this Town be appointed to solicit Subscriptions in their several Wards, and
that they be requested to enter upon their Duties without Loss of "Time.”

Dr. Conroy could not but feel the strongest Sympathy with the Inbabitants of Saint
Johw’s.  Having Property in that City, which had been providentially preserved, he felt
called upon to testify not only his own Gratitude, but how decply he felt the Loss which
the People of that Place had sustained, and to prove in every Manner his sincere Desire
to alleviate the Sufferings which they laboured under. He had lately visited that Colony,
and he should never forget the kind and hospitable Manner in which he had been received
by all Ranks and Classcs. He felt that the People of. that Place had a strong Claim
upon his Services, and he would endeavour to contribute in every Way towards the Object
oi the Meeting. It was of the greatest Conscquence that the most prompt and energetic
Measures should be adopted, and he was ready to afford every Assistance in his Power to
alleviate the Sufferings which this awful Calamity had brought upon the People of Saint
John's.  He most cordially seconded the Resolution.

‘The Hon. John S. Macdonald moved the following Resolution, seconded by Andrew
Dancan, Esquire.

3. ¢ Resolved, That a Committee, consisting of a Chairman, Sccretary, Treasuver, and
Seven other Gentlemen, bg appointed to carry into effect the Intentions of this Meeting,
and also to correspond with such Persons as may be appoiuted at Saint John’s Newfound-
land, to amcliorate the melancholy Situation of the Sufferers at the late calamitous Fire
at that Town, and to convey to them our Sympathy on the present trying Occasion, and

o/

that the following Gentlemen compose the said Committee, viz, :—

¢ James Peake, Daniel Brenan, Hon, T. H. Haviland, Andrew Duncan, Hon. Captain
Swabey, Dr. Couroy, Thomas Owen, the Chicf Justice, Peter Macgowan, and George
Birnic, Esquires.” v

Mr. Owen suggested that it might be nccessary for the Committee to correspond with
other Persons than those named in the Resolution as it then stood.

"The Resolution was altered to meet Mr. Owen’s Suggestions, and—

Moved by Daniel Brenan, Esq., seconded by Denuis Reddin, Esq,— ‘ ,

4. “ Resolved, That the Committec now appointed be requested to correspond with the
Ministers of the several Congregations throughout .the Island, the following Geutlemen
resident in the Country, and such_other Persouns as they may- deemn expedient, for the .
Puarpose . of soliciting such Subseriptions from the Inhabitants’ in their several Districts
towards the same benevolent Object. . A R

Benjamin Clow, Esq., Murray Harbour. L

- Joseph Wightman, Esq., Three Rivers, St. A‘ndre\v"stl’oix‘n".}
Hugh M<Donald, Esq., Georgetown. -

o Joseph
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Joseph Dingwell, Esq., Bay Fortune. NEWPOUNDLAND.
John Macgowan, Esq., Souris. . o
James M¢Callum, Esq., Brackley Point.

Peter MCallum, Esq., St. Peter’s Bay.

Charles Dingwell, Esq., St. Peter’s Bay.

William Hodges, Esq., Rustico. ’

Robert Orr, New Glasgow.

William Haslam, Esq., Lot 67.

John C. Sims, Esq., New London.

Charles M<Nutt, Isq,, Darnley.

William Bearistoe, lisq., Princetown.

James Yeo, Esq., Port Hill.

James Warburton, Esq., Lot 11.

Allan Forsyth, Esq., Cascumpec.

Nicholas Conroy, Esq., Tignish,

Thomas Hunt, Esq., St. Eleanors.

Lemuel Cambridge, Esq., Lot 16.

Lvan Thomas, Esq., Bedeque.

Joseph Pope, Esq., Bedeque.

John Clark, Cape Traverse.

Samuel Dawson, Esq., Tryon.

Wiiliam Crosby, West River.

John R. Bourke, Esq., Mill View,

Allan Macdougall, Esq., Flat River.” 2

During the Discussion of this Resolution several Suggestions were made by different
Gentlemen. Among others, Mr. John Davis, jun., suggested, that, in consequence of the
Scarcity of Cash, Provisions of every Description should be accepted:as Subscriptions. ' In’
the State of Destitution which prevailed in Saint Jobn’s many “might be induced to’
contribute more largely in this Manner, and all would prove acceptable, :

The Chairman said this might be an Instruction to the Committee.

Hon. Mr. Haviland suggested the Use of the Words, pecuniary or otherwise.

The Chairman did not doubt that the Committee would willingly receive Assistance in
every Form; but as the Proceedings of the Meeting wounld doubtless go to the Publie, it
was better so to frame the Resolution as to render it perfectly explicit. ,

- Dr. De St: Croix thought it advisable that the Committee should request the Clergy in
the different Parts of the Island to make Collections in their several Parishes.’ ‘

Mr. George Beer thought it would be well if Part of the Subscriptions collected were
laid out in the Purchase of Provisions. There was an Abundance in the Island, and it
would be better to procure them than to remit Money. S '

Dr. De St. Croix reminded the Meeting that a Cargo of Wheat was to; be sold on the
following Day. : N - i

Mr. Reddin was of opinion that, if proper Means were adopted, a Cargo might be
immediately shipped from the Island. o — S

Moved by Honourable Edward Palmer, seconded by Charles Binns, Esquire,— :

5. ¢ Resolved, That it be a Recommendation to the Committee to, adopt Means, as
far as practicable, to provide Depéts in the most convenient Places at the different
shipping Harbours for the Reception and storing such Grain, Provisions, Lumber, &e.
as may be subscribed by different Individuals, whe prefer paying their Subscriptions in that
Manner” S L L ‘

The Object of this Resolution was, that the People of the Country should have it in
their Power to contribute in perhaps the only Way they were able to do so. Tt.was
possible that in the out Harbours Grain and Lumber might be contributed, which it would .-
be difficult, if not almost impossible, for the Pacties contributing 1o forward to the Com-
mittee. If these Depits were established, and Publicity: given to the Fact, much Good.
might be done. S L R

The Resolution was seconded by C. Binns, Esquire, who remarked that it was necessary .
that'the People of the Country should have an Opportunity of contributing to the Object
in view.in the easiest and most practicable Manner.© . : T A

His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor would remark, that he considered it far better,
while the Committee accepted all. Contributions' that were sent to them, that as much
Money as possible should be remitted. - When 'a'Sum'of Money was subscribed, those for.
whose Benefit it was intended naturally wished - to have the'Disposal of it. .:An' Provisions

. might be placed in Depbt ; but he for one certainly did- not like the I/dea'jpf laving out any.

ik

o . .
Money that might be contributed. PN S PN

“Mr. Reddin thought that it was probable that Produce, under present Circumstances, -
* might be more acceptable.” o o U

IR CPY

- Ce.. : - Mr. Brevan.

-
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Mr. Brenan.—It would certainly be more generous to forward whatever Amount might
be received in Money, and at the same Time it would not hinder the Committee from
receiving Contributions in any other Form. It certainly did appear to him rather selfish
to expend the Money, and it would be a Question whether the Articles purchased were
actually required.

Mr. Coles believed that many Persons would contribute if they only knew that Produce
would be received. He perfectly agreed with his Excellency that it was better to remit
whatever Money was collected. It would not only look better but would be safer, as
Articles might be sent which were not required, and of which they alrcady had a Surplus.
He would, as far as Contributions were concerned, neither limit nor name the Quantity or
Rate at which Produce should be received. He anticipated no Difficulty in carrying out
the Resolutions. He would mention that a Variety of useful Articles might be shipped at
once by Individuals. He had himself shipped Half a Ton of Oatmeal to the Committee in
St. John’s, and if others would pay Attention to the Matter, immediate Relief, however
small, might be afforded.

M. Brenan would again repeat, that the best Way was to open a general List; and if
People could not give in one Way they might be able to do so in another. He was in
favour of letting every Person give in what Manner he pleased.

Hon. Capt. Swabey thought that it might impede the Object the Meeting had in view
if they tied up the Hands of the Committee. He fully concurred with those Gentlemen
who advocated taking the Contributions in whatever way charitably disposed Persons might
be able to give.

Dr. Conroy thought it was better to leave these Matters of Detail in the Hands of the
Committee. '

M. Henry Palmer proposed a Resolution to the Effect that it be a Recommendation on
the Part of the Meeting, that the Executive be petitioned to grant a Sum of Money in aid
of the Object of the Meeting.

His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor observed, that he considered such a Resolution
quite needless. The Executive could appropriate no Money, except as provided for in the
 Appropriation Bill.” Their Hands were tied up by that Bill, and he thought it useless
to press the Resolution.

Hon, E. Palmer was aware of the Provision in the ¢ Appropriation Bill,” but it was
possible for the Executive to make any Advance, and afterwards ask for an Indemnity.
‘I'hese Matters were never acted upon in strictness, and under such Circumstances he, if
he possessed the Power, should not oppose any such Proposition. Itwas true it rested with
the Legislature to confirm or disallow the Act of the Executive, but this was the Case in
all the Colonies, and an Indemnity under such Circumstances was always given.

Mr. Brenan thought there would be no Necessity to create the Possibility of Collision.
He hoped the Motion would not be proposed. ) ‘
Mr. H. Palmer had no Wish to press his Resolution, )

His Excellency the Lientenant Governor hoped and believed such a Step would not be
necessary, and that there would be no Occasion to call upon the public Funds. "He had
that Confidence in the People of the Island that he hoped no such Call would be made
until the Population had shown their Intentions. He thonght that if the Matter were left
to the open, honest, and frank Minds of the Public, it would be sufficient to auswer the
Object of the Meeting.

The Resolution was withdrawn.

Moved by William Forgan, Esquire, seconded by Daniel Brenan, Esquire,—

“ 6. Resolved, That the most respectful Thanks of this Meeting be given to- His Excel-
lency Sir Henry Vere Huntley, Knight, for his Condescension and Promptness in attending
this Meeting, and for his Liberality in contributing so handsomely to the Objects thereof.”

His Excellency returned Thanks. In any Service which he might have rendered he
had been assisted by the able Conduct of the Chairmnan, and kind Feeling of the Meeting.
He regretted that the Word ¢ Condescension” had been applied to an Act which was his Duty,
and which was cheerfully performed at the Call of Benevolence.  His Excellency concluded .
by moving the following Resolution, which was scconded by the Hon. the Chief Justice, and
carried by Acclamation. : :

7. % Resolved, That the warmest Thanks of this Meeting be given to the High Sherift
of this County for the able Conduct which he has displayed in presiding aver this
Meeting.” : . o -

The High Sheriff returned Thanks. It gave him much Pleasure to have presided over
such a Meeting, and he hoped all who wished to carry out its Object would experience that
it was “more blessed to give than to receive.” Ie appreciated the Feeling shown, and
returned the Meeting his sincere Thanks. SR o

The Subscriptions were then entered into. " S

~ ‘Amount of Subscriptions - - #£207 10s. -
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No. 9.
(No. 5.)
Copy of a DesraTcn from Eart Grey to Sir H. V. HunTLEY.
Sir, Downing Street, 3d September 1846.

I mave received your Despatch, No. 43., July 27th, reporting the Proceedings
which have taken place in Queen’s County, Prince Edward’s Island, . for the
Purpose of alleviating the Distress . occasioned to the Inhabitants of St. John’s
Newfoundland by the recent Iire at that Place, and I have to express my
Satisfaction at learning the Sympathy which has been exhibited in this County
towards the distressed Population of St. John’s. , '

I have, &c.
(Signed)  Grey.

No. 10.
(No. 39.)
Cory of a DespatcH from Governor Sir Joun Harvey, K.C.B,, to the Right
Honourable W. E. GLADSTONE.

. Newfoundland, Government House, St. John's,
Sir, : : 18th June 1846. ‘

WirH reference to my Despatch of the 10th instant, No. 88., I have now the
Honour to report that I opened the Special Session of the General Assembly
on the 16th instant (every Member in the Island being in attendance, except
One for one of the most remote Districts,) with a Speech, of which I have the
Honour to transmit a Copy, as well as of the Address which was promptly
adopted in answer, and presented to me by the Speaker and the whole
House on the following Day. The only further Action which has as yet
been adopted by the House is an Address to me for a Survey of the burnt
District, which has already been furnished. The Discussion will now take
place as to the Sum to be applied for in aid of the Reconstruction of the City
(which will probably not exceed in the first instance), followed by
the passing of a Bill for securing the punctual Payment of the Interest, and the
ultimate Repayment of the Principal of the Loan. :

I am happy to say that, with the Exception of a few Hundred Persons, chiefly
Women and Children, by whom the Tents continue to be occupied, the whole
of the houseless appear to have found temporary Cover. Several Vessels have
already entered the Port Jaden with Provisions. Many Shops have been re-
opened, chiefly on the South Side of the Harbour, and Articles of primary
Necessity are being retailed at scarcely any Advance of Price. Employment of
the industrious Classes is being gradually resumed.” Order, Tranquillity, and
comparative Cheerfulness prevail, and every thing appears to indicate that the
Weight of the late Calamity, as respects- the lower Classes, is beginning to be
alleviated. , ‘ ‘

But, as the Summers are very short.in this Climate, and it is most important
that some Provision should be made as respects Shelter for such as may be
found in need of it at the Approach of Winter, I would respectfully submit
whether a Couple of good sized Vessels of War, to be moored 1in this Harbour,
and used as receiving Ships for the houseless, might not be spared: from Eng-
land for this Service of Humanity ; and if they were to bring out a Donation of
Fuel (Coals), Provisions, Bedding and Blankets, coarse warm Clothing, &ec.,
&c., their Advent would be a joyful and acceptable Event to the Poor of this
afflicted Place; and.I venture to add that- if they had a few heavy Guns on
board they would add. greatly to the Defences of the Place in case of any
unforeseen Emergency, of the Probability of which, and the consequent Value of
this Suggestion, Her Majesty’s Government must be the fittest Judge. In the
meantime Funds have been placed at my Disposal by the Local Legislature for
the Erection of such temporary Sheds as may serve for. the Cover of the house-
less during” the Summer Months, as considerable Suffering is already beginning
to be-experienced in the (fireless) Tents during the Nights, which are at all
Times cold in this Climate ‘whenever the Wind.is. either northerly or eastetly,
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“and- particularly as there is-at present an ‘unusual Quantity of Ice on this -

-Coast. . -

S cs

© . (Signed) J. Hanvex.
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Enclosure in No. 10.

Seeecit of his Excellency the Governor on opening a Special Session of the Legislature,
Tuesday, 16th June 1846.

Mr. Speaker, Hon. Gentlemen, and Gentlemen, . N

Tug great Calamity with which it has pleased the Almighty Disposer of Lvents to visit
this Colony has imposed upon me the Necessity of suddenly resorting to your Advice and
Co-operation, as well for the Purpose of providing Means of Relief for present Distress as
for devising well-considered Measures for regulating the Reconstruction of that large
portion of this City which has been swept away by the late awful Conflagration upon a
Plan, which, while it shall confer that which St. Johu’s has never before enjoyed, viz. a due
Degree of Sccurity (as far as can be cffected by human Precautions) upon Property of
every Kind deposited within it, shall at the same Time not only embellish the provineial
Capital, but tend greatly to promote the Health, Comfort, and Convenience of its Inha-
bitants, Objects which I think you will agree with me in regarding as quite incompatible
with that long continuous Line of wooden Wharfs, covered with every Species of Goods
of the most inflammable Kind (including Oil Vats), and the close Admixture of Wood and
Stone Buildings crowded together in narrow Streets, and without an adequate Command
of Water which heretofore characterized it, and which leaves less Cause for Surprise at the
Occurrence of the Calamity, than that it sheuld not long since have happened.

In the Endeavour to cffect Improvements of such Magnitude, and fraught with such
incalculable permanent Benefit o this commercial Emporium, but of which the Attainment
iz obviously beyond the present unaided Powers, though I trust not beyond the ultimate
Reach of the well-assured Resources, of the Colony, I am ready to concur with you in an
Application to the Imperial Government to guarantee a Loan to Newfoundland to such
an Amount, not exceeding Half a Million Pounds, as may, upon mature Consideration, be
regarded as requisite and sufficient for cffecting the Objects to which I have adverted, the
punctual Payment of a moderate Rate of Interest, and the ultimate Repayment of the
Principal within a specified Period, being provided for and sccured by the Assignment of
a sufficient Portion of its permanent Revenues.

In the meantime many preparatory Arrangements connected with the Preservation of the
public Health, Peace, and Security of Property, the Continuance of the Supply of Food
ard Shelter to such of the bouseless and destitute as may be incapable of Labour, but,
above all, the Restoration of regular Employment to the industrious Classes, to whom, if
I have not formed an crroncous listimate of their general Character, I cannot doubt that
the Bread of Independence would be far sweeter than that which is purely eleemosynary or
unearned by honest Labour.

In proceeding to apprise you of the Measures which 1 deemed it necessary promptly to
adopt (with the Advice and Consent of Her Majesty’s Council), with a view to meet the
pressing Emergeucy created by this awful Calamity, and in respect to which I have con-
fidently anticipated your cordial Concurrence, I know not how that Object can be more
readily effected than by reading to you an Extract of the Despatch which I addressed to
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies, immediately after the Occurrence of the
Culamity, and which is now on its Way to England.

¢ Sir,—It has pleased the Almighty to visit this Colony with a great Calamity. It was
as if the Wing of the destroying Angel, in the Shape of an awful and iriesistible Con-
flagration, had suddenly swept away Three Fourths of this so lately wealthy and prosperous
City.

¢« A Tire broke out at Half-past Light o’Clock Yesterday Morning in the Western Sec-
tion of the City, and owing to the Prevalence of a westerly Gale of Wind, which unhappily
continued to increase in Violence, before the Close of the Day most of its public Buildings,
and the whole, with One single Exception, of its Wharves, Storchouses, and mercantile
Itstablishments, upwards of a Mile in Extent, had been reduced to Ashes. It is estimated
that 2,000 Houses, and Property to the Amount of from 600,000 to 1,000,000/ has been
destroyed, and that 12,000 Persons are now houseless,

¢ NMuch as the Losses of the mercantile and the Sufferings of the Labouring Classes claim
our Sympathies, yet should our deepest Commiseration rest upon the Middle Classes, who,
acenstoined to comparative Ease and Comfort, find themselves and their helpless Familics
suddenly reduced to a State of the most absolute Destitution. Lvery Effort dependent
upon the Local Government will be made and is making for their Relief aud that of the
lower Orders; but cven under Circumstances apparently so destitute, and with a Scene
of such affecting Desolation before my Eyes, still do I indulge a sanguine Hope, that if

promptly aided by the Benevolence and Liberality of the British People, of the Legislatures

and People of the neighbouring Colonies, but, ébove all, by the British Government and

Parliament, not only will the present Distress be at once alleviated, but the fine Site of the -
Capital of this most ancient'and valuable Possession of the British Crown, which, as a com- .. "
mercial Town, may be said for the present almost to have ceased to exist, will ‘again be

occupied by Buildings of 'so secure and durable a Description, laid out upon’a Plan so

judicious and well-considered, as at.no remote Period to convert the Calamity which is now

pressing so heavily upon its Inhabitants into a great aud inappreciable ’Bles:si;lg;

« A similar. '

£
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« A similar Calamity, though not to the same Extent, was thus turned into a vast Benefit,
even by the almost unaided Efforts of the Province itsell; during the Period of my Adminis-
tration of the Government of New Brunswick, some Years ago.

¢ In order to meet the pressing Emergencies of our Situation I have adopted the following
Mecasures :—

¢ Ist. I have by Proclamation convencd the Local Legislature to meet in Six Days; viz.
on the 16th instant.

¢ 2d. I have issued a Proclamation, laying an Embargo, for a limited Period, upon the

sxportation of Provisions, other than such as are required for the Use of Crews, Passengers,
and the Fisheries.

¢ 3d. I have issucd a Proclamation, warning all Persons against the Re-construction of
wooden Buildings upon the burnt District before the Intentions of the Local Legislature
upon the Subject shall be declared.

“ 4th. I have addressed a circular Letter to the Governor General and Licutenant
Governors of all the British American Colonies, and to Her Majesty’s Consuls at Boston
and New York, of which Copies are enclosed.

¢« 5th. I have authorized the chartering of Two Vessels, one to Halifax and one to New
York, for Provisions.

¢ 6th. I called a Meeting this Day, in this House (at which I presided), of all the Heads
of the mercantile Establishments, as well as of the principal Inhabitants, the Clerey, Judges,
and Officers of the Government. Copy of the Resolutions adopted at this Meeting, as well
as of other Resolutions adopted at a Meeting of the Inhabitants previously held, are
enclosed, the whole of which it will be perceived I had anticipated.

: “ June 12,

“ T have now the Satisfaction to report, that through the Operations of the Committee of
Relief appointed at the Meeting of Wednesday, all the houseless have been placed under
Shelter, in aid of which I have placed all the Tents in the Ordnance Store ([Iifty-once) at
its Disposal ; and an adequate Supply of Provisions, particularly Bread, has been and wil}
continue to be issued to them for the present.”

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Gentlemen, and Gentlemen,

I have directed that the State of the Public Funds, including all Receipts and Expendi-
ture since your recent Separation, shall be laid before you; and, inviting on your Part the
most unreserved Communication and Interchange with me of such Ideas as may mutually
suggest themselves to us as to the remedial Measures best caleulated to aid the Colony
in recovering from the Effects of this dire Calamity, I now leave you to your Deliberations.

Apnress of the House of Assembly in answer to his Excellency’s Speech, adopted and
presented to his Excellency by the Speaker and the whole Iouse on the following Day.,

"To his Excellency Major General Sir John Harvey, Knight Commander of the Most
Honourable Military Order of the Bath, Knight Commander of the Royal Hanoverian
Guelphic Order, Governor and Commander-in-Chicf in and over the Island of
Newfoundland and its Dependeuncies, &e. &e.

May it please your Excellency, ‘

We, Her Majesty’s most loyal and dutiful Subjects, the Legislative Assembly of New-
foundland in General Session convened, beg leave to thank your Excellency for the gracious
Speech with which your Excellency has been pleased to open the present Session of the
Legislature, - o

While we deplore equally with your Excellency the calamitous Event which has occa-
sioned our being assembled at this Season, we fully concur in the Opinion that an immediate
and pressing Necessity exists for the Adeption, under the Sanction of legislative Authority,
of such remedial Measures as may tend to the Relief of present Suffering, to the Preven-
tion of a Recurrence of a Catastrophe so afflicting as that with which we have been recently
visited, and to the permanent Improvement of the Capital of this Colony. '

Upon the Subject of an Application to the Imperial Government for a Loan of Money to
be appropriated towards the rebuilding of St. John’s, we beg to assure your Exceilency of
our unqualified Concurrence in the absolute Necessity of such a Measure.  With such Aid
the Resources of the Colony will again Le speedily developed; Trade’ will resume its
Course, and Industry will obtain its accustomed Reward; but without it this valuable
Colony will languish; many who still possess large Capital may lose. much that remains to
them for Want of present Assistance; and Thousands of our havdy Fishermen and Arti-
ficers, with their Families, driven in Destitution and Misery from our Shoves, will emigrate
to the. United States of America, or be thrown upon the Resources of the Parent Country
or our neighbouring Colonies. We heartily assure your Excellency that our best Endea-

~-vours and Co-operations shall not be wauting to earry into effect your Excellency’s important
- Suggaestions on this Point." o ST B

‘We thavk your Excellency for ‘the Measures which your Excellency has caused to be
- adopted for the present Relief of the most urgent Necessities of those of the Inhabitants of

NEWFOUNDLAND.

'8t. John’s who have lost- their Houses and Property in the recent Conflagration, for the .
prompt Communication of our Situation to Her Majesty’s Cor~rnment and the Govern- < - -

. ments -
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ments of the neighbouring Colonies, and for the Applications for Assistance which your
Excellency has kindly made on behalf of our poorer fellow Citizens.

We shall be glad to receive such Information upon our financial Condition as your
Excellency may be pleased to communicate; and we beg to assure your Excellency of our
carnest Desire to apply ourselves as speedily as possible to the framing and Adoption of
such legislative Enactments as our present State and Circumstances may require, and as
may nost conduce to the permanent Welfare and Prosperity of this ancient Colony.

Passed the General Assembly, 17th June 1846.
(Signed)  Joun KT, Speaker.

To the foregoing his Excellency was pleased to make the following Reply :-—

Mr. Speaker, Hon. Gentlemen, and Gentlemen,

I am happy to reccive this prompt and emphatic Declaration of your Concurrence in the
Views and Opinions which I Yesterday laid before you, and the Assurance of your Satis-
faction with the Measures which 1 deemed it my Duty promptly to adopt for the Purpose
of meeting, by the necessary Aid in Food and Shelter, the Distress which this great
Calamity had suddenly brought upon so many of the poorer Classes of our fellow Subjects.
No Time will be lost by me in bringing to the Knowledge of the Secretary of State the
earnest Petition of the Legislature of Newfoundland that it may receive from the Imperial
Government and Parliament that Aid by which it can alone hope to effect the great Object
of renovating its commercial Capital in such a Manner as to confer upon it increased
Security and consequent Prosperity. And I do not allow myself to entertain any Doubt
that this Appeal will be met in a Manner accordant with the paternal Character of the
Government of our Gracious Sovereign.

(Signed)  J. Harvev.

No. 11.
(No. 1.)
Cory of a Drsratcu from Earl Grey to Governor Sir Jouwn
Harvey, K.C. B.

Sir, Downing Street, 18th July 1846,

InrmepiATELY after the Secals of this Office had been confided to me, my
Attention was directed to the Consequences to the Inhabitants of Saint John’s
Newfoundland of the recent calamitous Fire at that Place. Iinding that Her
Majesty’s late Government, in the Position which they occupied at the Period
of the Departure of the last North American Mail, only felt themselves at
liberty to authorize an Advance of Money to the Extent of 5,000/, (that Sum
being regarded as sufficient for affording Relief in urgent Cases for the Space
of a Yortnight,) it devolved on Her Majesty’s present Advisers to consider
what Measures should be taken to afford further and more extensive Assistance,
1 have now the Satisfaction of acquainting you that, after ample Inquiry, Her
Majesty’s Government have determined upon applying immediately to Parlia-
ment for a Grant of 30,000/, and that the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury
will, by this Packet, instruct the Officer in charge of the Commissariat at
Newfoundland to place at your Disposal the Sum of 25,000., which will
complete the whole Amount proposed to be granted. ‘

It is scarcely necessary for me to express my Conviction that you will make
every Arrangement which may be expedient and effectual for ensuring the
due Application of this Money to the Service of the Persons who have been
rendered destitute by this calamitous Event.

A Deputation of Gentlemen and Merchants in this City, connected with
Newfoundland, having waited upon me on this Subject, it was strongly pressed
upon me at that Interview that, as your Successor in the Government could
not be expected to reach the Colony for some Months, and as, under existing
Circumstances, it would be very undesirable that the Administration of the
Government should, in your Absence, devolve upon an Officer who would
only ‘exercise the provisional Functions of your Situation, it would be most
conducive to the public Interests if you could be persuaded to remain at
Newfoundland until the Spring. It is due to those Gentlemen to. state that
the above Suggestion most fully corresponds with my own Views, and I trust
that the State of your Health and other Circumstances will not “deprive ‘the
Colony of the Advantage of your Services and Advice during the ensuing . -
Winter, which from-the late Calumity may possibly be one of great Distress.

’ 7 | ‘1 reserve
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I reserve for future Consideration the Question mooted in your Despatch, NEwrouxpravo.
No. 39. of the 18th June, which has just reached me, as to the stationing of ——
Two Vessels off St. John's to afford Shelter to the houseless Inhabitants of
that City.

I have, &c.
(Signed)  Grey.

No. 12,
(NO‘ 4,5_) N‘NO- 12.
Cory of a Desparcu from Governor Sir Joun Harvey, K.C.B,, to the Si? ffvf.};f:e)
Right Honourable W. E. GLaDsTONE. to
Mr. 8
. Newfoundland, Governmant House, Saint John's, Gl:lades?;:;ry
Sir, 23d June 1846. 25d June 1846.

Wirtu reference to my Despatchies of the 10th and 18th instant, Nos. 88. and
89. I have now the Honour to transmit to you an Act which has been passed
by the General Assembly of this Colony, specially convened by me (chiefly No,
with this Object), and to which I have this Day given my Assent, and by \58
which Provision is made, secured upon the permanent Assignment of the whole
of the Revenues of the Colony, for the punctual Payment of the Interest
and the ultimate Repayment of the Principal, of any Sum not exceeding
250,000%., which by the Aid and Guaranty of Her Majesty’s Government may
be raised in England for the Object of rebuilding that Portion of this lately
wealthy City which was destroyed by the late Conflagration.

To this Act I have the Honour most earnestly to solicit your early and
favourable Attention, and that of Her Majesty’s Government, under the Con-
viction which I feel that by no other Means than those referred to in this
Bill can the grievous and overwhelming Calamity with which it has pleased
Almighty God to visit this lately prosperous and thriving Colony be repaired,
its unaided Resources, great and stable as they assuredly are, being utterly
inadequate to effect this great Work of Renovation within such a Period as
may counteract the ruinous Consequences of the Withdrawal of any considerable
Portion of the British Capital at present embarked in its Trade,—a Calamity
which by prompt Relief may now be averted. | :

Teeling it unnecessary for me further to dilate upon the vast Importance to
Newfoundland involved in the Decision of Her Majesty’s Government upon
-he Proposition now submitted to them,

I have, &c.

(Signed)  J. Harvey.

P.S.—In presenting this Bill for my Assent, the Speaker said “that the
~ passing of this Act added to the Confidence which was felt in the paternal
‘Character of Her Majesty’s Government,—had raised the drooping Spirits
of the Citizens of Saint John’s,” to which he added the Expression of the
Conviction which was felt by the House and the Colony, that no Effort
on my Part to promote its Success would be withheld. :

J.‘ H. ' ‘
(No 58.) . o ‘Enclosure" in No. 12. - - |
An Act to raise by Loan a Sum of Moyiéy for the rebuilding and Impr,obem)e‘nt of the  Enclosure in
R . Town of St.John’s. . = - " No. 12.

Whaereas the Town of St. John’s, the Capital. of this.Island, bath been recently visited by a —

_ devastating Conflagration which has destroyed the chief Portion thereof; and the extensive

Ravages of the said Fire, and the consequent Destruction of Property, were mainly attribut-

ablé to the inflammable Materials of which the Buildings were in a great measure composed,

and to the Narrowness and Irregularity of. the Streets: And whereas in the Reconstruction

of the said Town it is highly expedient and necessary, as well for the Security of Property,

and the Reduction of the Expense of Insurance, us.for the Health and Convenience of thee -~ - .
Inhabitants, that the Streets:thereof should be laid out upon an improved; Plany bothasto’ - =~
RN C) 7 R . D i _ Width -
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Width and Regularity, and should be intersected at suitable Distances by open cross
Strects or Fire-breaks; and further, that the Buildings to be erected in the said Town
should be constructed in accordance with such Regulations for that Purpose as shall be
made and declared by the Legislature: And whereas in consequence of -the late C:):]a?}‘ity it
will press heavily upon the Means of private Individuals owning Property in the said Town,
who may be required to reconstruet their Dwelling Houses and Stores of Stone or Brick, and
it wonld greatly facilitate the rebuilding of the said Town, develope the Resources, and
promote the Prosperity of the Colony, if Loans towards rebuilding on a new improved Plan
of the Town were made to private Individuals on the Security of Mortgages on the
Property so to be built upon: And whereas for the Purpose of aiding Parties by such
Loaus as aforesaid, as also for the Compensation of Persons whose Ground may be taken
for the widening and altering of the Streets, and for other public Purp9§os, it is necessary
that a Loan or Loans of Money, not exceeding in all the Sum of T'wo hundred and
fifty thousand Pounds, should be raised, chargeable upon and to be repaid with Interest
out of the Public Funds of this Colony, and it is desirable that such Loan or Loans should
be raised by and through the Intervention and Guarantee of Her Majesty’s Government :
And whereas, in further Security for the Repayment of the Principal and Interest to grow
due upon such Loan, it is expedient that (in addition to the Charge upon the Revenues of
this Colony as aforesaid) the Mortgages of Property so to be executed as above mentioned
should be made and executed to such Person or Persons in trust as shall for that Purpose
be named and appointed by Her Majesty’s Government : Be it therefore enacted by the
Governor, Council, and Assembly, in Legislative Session convened, and by the Authority
of the sume, That it shall and may be lawtul for the Governor or Person administering the
Government of this Colony for the Time being, by and with the Advice of Her Majesty’s
Council, to ncgotiate with any Person or Persons, Bodies Politic or Corporate, in the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ircland, or elsewhere, cither dircctly with such
Person or Persons, or Bodies Dolitic or Corporate, or through the Intervention of Her
Majesty’s Government, as by and with the Advice aforesaid he shall deem most expedient,
for the' raising and obtaining, from Time to ‘Time, by way of Loan, of suqh Sl_lm or Sums
of Moncy as may be requisite for the Purposes above specified, not exceeding in the whole
the Sum of Two hundred and fifty thousand Pounds; which said Sum or Sums of Money
shall be chargeable upon and be repaid out of the Public I'unds of this Colony, together
with Interest at such Rates, in such Instalments and Manner, and at such Times, as
the Governor and Council may deem most expedient, and as shall be provided and agreed
upon by and with Her Majesty’s Government and the Parties advancing the Sums of
Money to be loaned as aforesaid.

II. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the Governor or
Person administering the Government for the Time being, anq !1e is_hereby authorized
and empowered, by and with the Advice aforesaid, upon obtaining such Loan of Two
hundred and fifty thonsand Pounds, or any Portions thereof, from Time to Time‘ to
grant and issue, or cause to be granted and issued, One or more Debentures for the same,
to be numbered in succession from One upwards; and such Debentures shall be in such
Form and Words as is usual and customary in the like Cases, and as shall be needful for
the Purposes of this Act, and shall be signed and executed on the Part and Behalf of
this Colony by such Person or Persons as the Governor or Person administering the
Government of this Colony shall, by Warrant under the Great Seal of the Colony, from
Time to Time, for that Purpose, appoint.

III. And be it further enacted, That from and out of such Monies as shall from Time
to Time remain in the Hands of the Treasurer of the Colony unappropriated, there be
granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs and Successors, such Sum or Sums of Money, not
exceeding in all the Sum of Ten thousand Pounds annually, as may be necessary to
defray the Interest yearly to grow due upon the said Sum of Two hundred and fifty
thousand Pounds, or such Portion or Portions thercof as may be raised on Loan under
and by means of this Act. :

IV. And be it further enacted, That for the Purpose of enabling private Individuals
to reconstruct their Dwelling Houses and Stores of Stone or Brick, it shall and may
be lawful for the Governor or Person administering the Government, in Council, to
receive the Applications of Persons desirous of obtaining Loans of Money for that
Purpose; and upon Proof to the Satisfaction of the Governor and Council that the Title
and Nature of the Interest of the Applicants in the Ground on which such Buildings: ar.
proposed to be erccted are such as to afford reasonable Security for the Repayment of
the Sums to be loaned thereon, to lend and advance to such Persons respectively such -
"Sum-or Sums as the Governor and Council shall deem proper, not exceeding in the
whole Three Fourths of the appraised Value of the Interest of the Party borrowing in the
Premises on which such Buildings shall be intended to be erected. And all such Loans:
to private Individuals shall be made upon the express Condition; and on due Security.
being taken, that the Sums. advanced to them shall be expended in the Erection ‘of: -
Buildings on the mortgaged Premises respectively, in accordance with such Plan and.
Regulatious as shall be made and prescribed by any Act or Acts of the Legislature of this-
Colony for that Purpose. And all and every Mortgages, Conveyances, Leases, or: other.
Charges of and upon the respective Premises of the Parties to whom such Loans shall be =
W 8 - oLt e granted
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granted as aforesaid shall, for the better Security and Repayment of the said Public Loan
of Two hundred and fifty thousand Pounds, be made and executed to such Person or
Persons, in trust, as shall be named and- appointed, and under and subject to such Rules,
Regulations, and Restrictions, as shall be made and prescribed for that Purpose by Her
Majesty’s Government.

V. And be it further enacted, That no Part of the said Sum of Two hundred and
fifty thousand Pounds, to be raised and borrowed on the Credit of this Colony, shall
be expended or applied in any Way or Manner other than such as is herein directed and
expressed, or shaﬁ) be directed and expressed by some other Act or Acts of the Legislature
of this Colony.

VL. And be it further enacted, That this Act shall not be of any Force or Effect until
Her Majesty’s Pleasure thereon shall have been first signified.

No. 13.
(No. 46.)

Cory of a Despatcu from Governor Sir Joun Harvey, K.C.B., to the Right
Honourable W. E. GLapsTONE.

. Newfoundland, Government House, St. John's,
Sir, 24th June 1846.

Since Three o’Clock Yesterday the General Assembly has (acting promptly
upon my Suggestion) passed an Act to which I have just given my Assent, and
by which it appears to me to have afforded unequivocal Evidence of its Desire
to act in perfect good Faith in the Matter of the Loan, by having by this
Bill assigned and placed beyond its own Control for an unlimited Period, or
rather for a Period limited only by the Duration of the Obligation, the Import
Duties on certain Articles of which the Produce may be fairly estimated at
16,000/. per Annum, it never having fallen materially below that Amount, to be
applied exclusively in the first instance to the Payment of the Interest of the
Loan now proposed to be raised through the Aid and Intervention of the
Imperial Government.

Trusting that this prompt and in.some respects voluntary Measure will be
regarded with Satisfaction by Her Majesty’s Government,

I have, &c.
(Signed)  J. Harvey.

(No. 59.) "~ Enclosure in No, 13.‘

An Act to make further Provision for securing the due Payment of the Interest that shall
become due and payable upon a certain Loan to be raised under Authority of an Act
passed in this present Session, intituled ¢ An Act to' raise by Loan a certain Sum of
Money for the rebuilding and Improvement of the Town of Saint Johu’s.”

WhEREAs during this present Session of the General Assembly of the Island of Newfound-
land an Act hath been passed, intituled *An Act to raise by Loan a Sum. of Money for
the rebuilding and Improvement of the Town of Saint John’s:”. And whereas by the
said Act it is enacted,that it shall and may be lawful for the Governor or Person adminis-
tering the Government of this Colony for the. Time being, by and with the Advice of Her
Majesty’s Council, under the Provisions contained and expressed in the said Act, to negotiate
for, raise, and obtain by way of Loan such Sum or Sums of Money as may be requisite
for the Purposes mentioned in the said Act, not exceeding. in the whole the Sum of Two
hundred and fifty thousand Pounds, and which Sum and Sums of Money, together with

NEwrouNpLAND.
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Interest for the same, shall be chargeable upon -and be repaid out.of the Public Funds of

. this Colony: And whereas it is expedient and necessary that ample and satisfactory Secu-
rities should be provided for the due and regular Payment of ‘the. Interest as it shall grow

due upon the said Sum of Two hundred and- fifty thousand Pounds, or upon such Portion -

- or Portions thereof as may be raised on Loan:" And-whereas in and- by an Act passed by
- the Governor, Council, and Assembly of Newfoundland in the Ninth Year of Her Majesty’s
- Reign, intituled * An Act for granting to. Her Majesty. certain. Duties' on Goods, Wares,
.'and Merchandize imported into this Colony and,its ' Dependencies,” the following. Duties
_ are imposed to be paid upon. the Importation. into,_ this. Colony of the several Articles-of

(@) T D . Wihes,
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Wines, Spirits, Tea, Tobacco, and salted Provisions ; that is to say, upon all Wines in
Bottles, the Gallon Two Shillings and Sixpence, all other Wines the Gallon One Shilling
and Sixpence; for every Gallon of Brandy, Geneva, Cordials, or other Spirits not therein -
defined or enumerated, the Gallon Two Shillings and Sixpence; for every Gallon of Rum
and Whiskey the Gallon Sixpence, for every Pound of Tea 'Threc-pence, for every Thou-
sand of Cigars Ten Shillings, for every Pound of manufactured and for every Pound of
Leaf Tobacco Two-pence, and for every One hundred and twelve Pounds of Tobacco
Stems Two Shillings, for every One hundred and twelve Pounds of Meat salted or cured
One Shilling and Sixpence ; which said Act as is therein declared is made to continue and
be in force from the Fifth Day of July One thousand eight hundred and forty-six, and thence
for the Period of Eighteen Calendar Months and no longer: And whereas it is expedient
that so much of the said Act as relates to the Payment of the several Duties on all the before-
enumerated Articles, and also that all the Clauses, Provisions, and Regulations contained
in the same Act for the levying and collecting the said Duties, should be made perpetual, and
that the Produce of the said Duties should be applied in the first instance towards the
Payment of the Interest to grow due upon the principal Monies to be raised on Loan, under
the Provisions of the Act first above recited; be it therefore enacted by the Governor,
Council, and Assembly, in Legislative Session convened, and by the Authority of the same,
That all such Parts of the before-mentioned Act passed in the last Session of the General
Assembly as impose the Payment of Duties on all and every of the above-enumerated
Articles after the Rates aforesaid, and all and every the Clauses, Provisions, Regulations,
and Restrictions relating to the levying, collecting, and securing of the same Duties as the
same are declared and sct forth in the said Act, shall be and the same are hereby made
perpetual; and that all the Monies and Produce of the said enumerated Duties, or so much
thereof as may become necessary for the Purpose, shall be paid and applied towards defraying
the Interest to grow due upon the said Sum of I'wo hundred and fifty thousand Pounds, or
such Portions thereof as shall be raised on Loan as aforesaid. :

Passed the General Assembly, 24th June 1846.

(Signed)  Jonx KenT, Speaker.
(Signed)  J. Harvey, Governor.

Governor’s Assent given on the same Day.

No. 14,
(No.7.)

Cory of a Desratcn from Earl Grey to Governor Sir Joun
Harvey, K. C. B.

Sir, Downing Street, 27th July 1846.

I nave to acknowledge the Receipt of your Despatches Nos. 45. and 46, of
the 28d and 24th of June, accompanying the Transcripts of Two Acts passed in
the Month of June last by the Governor, Council, and Assembly of Newfound-
land in Legislative Session convened, (and distinguished in the Records of this
Department by the Numbers 58. and 59.), intituled,— : o

No. 58. “ An Act to raise by Loan a Sum of Money for the rebuilding and
“ Improvement of the Town of St. John’s.” :

No. 59. “ An Act to make further Provision for securing the due Payment
“ of the Interest that shall become due and payable upon a certain Loan to be
“ raised under Authority of an Act passed in the present Session, intityled
¢ ¢ An Act to raise by Loan a Sum of Money for the rebuilding and Im:
¢ ¢ provement of the Town of St. John’s.””

The Operation of the Act No. 58. is suspended for the Signification. of Her
Majesty’s Pleasure. : : S .‘

_ Her Majesty’s Government have already given the most conclusive Proof in
their Power of the Regret and Sympathy with which they have regarded the
calamitous Conflagration which has destroyed so large a Part of the City of
St. John’s Newfoundland ; but their Anxiety to mitigate. that Disaster would .
not justify their advising the Queen to assent to an Act framed on the Assump:
tion that the Guarantee of the British Treasury will -be given to a Loan to' be
raised. in this Country for rebuilding and improving the City. If the local -
Legislature should see fit to pass a Law for raising such a Loan on _the single: -

~ -

Security -
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Security of the local Revenue, I foresee no Objection to such a Measure. But Newrousprasm
the Act No. 58. will not be confirmed, and consequently the Act No. 59. will
not come into operation. It ought therefore to be repealed. T
I bhave, &c.
(Signed)  Grey.

‘ No. 15.
(No.47.) | :
Cory of a Desparcu from Governor Sir Joun Harvey, K. C. B,, to the No. 15.
‘ Right Honourable W. E. GLADSTOXE, Governor
’ . A Sir J. Harvey
) Newfoundland, Government House, Saint John’s, 0
- Sir, 26th June 1846. Mr, Secretary

Wit reference to my Despatches Nos. 38. 89. 45. 46. of 10th, 18th, 23d,and _ Gladstone,
24th instant, I avail myself of a running Ship expected to make a quick 26th June 1646-
Passage to Cork to transmit to you Copies of the Speech with which I opened -
on the 16th instant the Session of the local Legislature specially convened by Forg;,.

" . . f . H,
me in consequence of the great Calamity which had so suddenly befallen this Speecy, >3 vey’s
Colofiy in the Destruction of its Capital by Fire, of the Address in answer, 2and gq © Pages

with my Reply, and of Two Acts since passed, assigning the whole of the For 4 "~
Revenues of the Colony for the ultimate Repayment of the Principal, and 27ds5y, f,-(‘,:}s)- 38,
hypothecating a -certain Portion thereof for the punctual Payment of the 25 and g7, Tges
Interest of the Loan of 250,000., proposed to be raised through the Aid and
Intervention of the Imperial Government and Parliament for the rebuilding

of this Town on a more secure Plan.

I have, &c.
(Signed) * J. Harvey.

No. 16.
(No. 50.)
Copy of a Despatcu from Governor Sir Jornn Harvey, K.C.B., to the Right

s No. 16.
Honourable W. E. GLADSTONE. G o

" Newfoundland, Government House, St.’ John's, Sir J. H‘“‘"?Y
Sir, . SRS A 6th July 1846. - : to o
In compliance with the Wishes of the General Assembly I have the Honour ‘“{;,fj;f,ﬁ:;",
herewith to transmit the Copy of an Address which has this Day been pre- 6ih July 1846,
sented to me by a Deputation of that Body, of which the Object is to solicit ~————
a Grant from the Imperial Parliament for the Reconstruction of certain of the

public Offices in this City destroyed by the recent Conflagration.

The Buildings referred to were all (except the Custom House) of Wood, and
I would propose that tlie Court House, Police Office, Gaol, and Record Office
should be reconstructed of Brick or Stone, and all included in'One Building,
of which the Cost need not, I should imagine, ‘exceed from 8,000L.. to 10,0001
With' respect to.the Custom House, the Collector has obtained my. Leave to
proceed to England for the Purpose .of submitting. to"his own Department a.
Plan and Estimate for the Reconstruction of that Office,.and in: which I would
recommend to be included Accommodation for the Offices (so intimately mixed
up in their Transactions) of the Colonial Treasurer and the ‘Postmaster, an
Arrangement in which the Collector fully concurs, -~~~ "~ 7
S : oo S Thavey &e.
.. (Signed)  J, Harvey.

T
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Enclosure in No. 16.

To his Excellency Major General Sir John Harvey, K.C.B. and K.C.H., Governor
and Commander-in-Chief, &c. &e.

May it please your Excellency,

Tne House of Assembly beg leave respectfully to acquaint your Excellency that they
are humbly of opinion that in the general Depression arising from the Effects of the late
Conflagration, by which more than Two Thirds of Saint John'’s, the Capital of the
Island, were swept away, it would greatly conduce to allay the Apprehensions of the
industrious Classes, and retain them in the Colony, if those Buildings essentially necessary
to the Administration of the Government were speedily to be erccted.

They, therefore, respectfully pray your Excellency, that, in order to remove the Fears
of the Population by the Diffusion of Employment, as soon as possible, your Excellency
will please to represent to Her Majesty’s Government the Importance of ordering the
Erection of a Court House, Police Office, Gaol, Record Office, Custom House, Treasury,
and Post Office, to replace those that have been destroyed.

(Signed) Jon~ Ken,

House of Assembly, Speaker.

8d July 1846. o

No. 17.
(No. 9.) )
Cory of a Desratcu from Earl Grey to Governor Sir Joun
Harvey, K.C.B.

Sir, Downing Street, 30th July 1846.

1 nave to acknowledge the Receipt of your Despatch, No. 50. of the 6th of
July, in which you enclose an Address presented to you by the General
Assembly of Newfoundland, praying that you would submit to Her Majesty’s
Government the Importance of directing the Reconstruction of the public
Buildings in the City of Saint John’s which have been destroyed by the recent
Conflagration at that Place.

I have to inform you that Her Majesty’s Government are unable to comply
with the Wishes of the General Assembly of Newfoundland on this Occasion,
as they are not prepared to recommend the Imperial Parliament to make the
pecuniary Provision which would be requisite for the Re-erection of the public
Buildings in the Colony in addition to the late Grant of 30,0001,

: I have, &c.
(Signed)  Ggrey.

No. 18.
(No. 59.)
Cory of a Desrarcu from Governor Sir Joux Harvey, K.C.B., to the Right
Honourable W. E, GLapsToNE.
. Newfoundland, Government House, St. John's,
Sir, 3d August 1846.

With reference to your Despatch, No. 27. of 8d ultimo, authorizing me to
call upon the Commissariat Chest to the Extent of 5,000. in aid of Relief to
the Sufferers by the late Conflagration, it cannot be otherwise than gratifying
that that Donation was most opportune, as I had Occasion almost immediately
to avail myself of it to the Extent of 2,000l., principally for the Purpose of
meeting the Demands of the ¢ Relief Committee.” ' '

I have the Honour to enclose the Copy of a Resolution adopted by the
General Assembly with reference to this Donation. o

I have, &c.

~ (Signed) - - J. Harvey.

S Eilclbsiilfé in No. 18. D

To his Excpllenéy Major General Sir John Harvey, K.C.B. and K.CH., &c. &~
May it please your. Excellency, s S AR
‘T'ue House of Assembly beg leave to thank your Excellency for your' Excellency’s

Message of the 21st ultimo, transmitting to the House a Copy -of a Despatch from the . -

. 'Right
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Right Honourable W. E. Gladstone, Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the
Colonial Department, bearing Date the 8d Day of July, acquainting your Excellency of
the Measures adopted by Her Majesty’s Government for the Relief of the Sufferers by
the late Conflagration, and of the Donation of 5,000L from the Imperial Treasury towards
meeting the more pressing Demands growing out of that calamitous Event.

The House humbly beg leave, through your Excellency, to express the grateful
Sense they entertain of the prompt and generous Assistance afforded to the Colony by
Her Majesty’s Government in the late afflicting Emergency, as well as for the kind and
considerate Terms in which the Right Honourable Secretary has conveyed this Pledge of
the Sympathy of the Mother Country.

Passed the General Assembly 1st August 1846.
(Signed)  Jomx Kerr,
Speaker.

No. 19,
(No. 17.)

Cory of a Desratcu from Earl Grey to Governor Sir Joun
Harvey, K.C.B.

Sir, , Dowhing Street, 18th August 1846.
In my Despatch, No. 1. of the 18th July, I gave you Instructions to apply the
Grant made by Parliament for the Relief of the Inhabitants of St. John’s New-

foundland to the Service only of those Persons who had been rendered destitute

by the Fire at that Place. It has, however, been suggested to me, that as the
Subscriptions which are being raised in this Country, and in the North- American
Colonies, will amount to a considerable Sum, it would be a very desirable Mode
of applying a Part of the Grant already placed at your Disposal in the
Re-erection of the official Buildings of the Colony, which must, in consequence
of the Decision of Her Majesty’s Government upon the Application made
by you for further Assistance towards this Object, otherwise be replaced by
Resources derived from Taxation, I have, therefore, to instruct you, unless it
would interfere with Arrangements which you have already made, to reserve at
least a Portion of the Parliamentary Grant until the Expediency of such an
Application as I have now mentioned can be further considered.
I have, &ec.
(Signed)  GRey.

"No. 20,
(No. 61.) o ‘
Copy of a Desparcu from Governor Sir Jony Harvey, K.C.B,, to
. e : Earl Grey. : :
, - Newfoﬁﬁdlénd, Govérnmeht House, St. John's,
My Lord, - ‘ 6th August 1846,

I nasTeN to acknowledge your Lordsfiip’s Despatch, No. 1. of the 18th ultimo,
transmitting an additional Sum of 25,000L, making a total Amount of 30,0001.,

as a Donation from Her Majesty’s Government “to"the Sufferers by the late

Conflagration in this City. c

it has been granted, but I have Satisfaction in expressing to your Lordship my

“entire Conviction that this noble Donation, added to the Contributions which'
- we are daily receiving from ‘the neighbouring Colonies “with those “expécted:

- from the Mother Country, all Apprehension.of any.serious Amount of Distress

- during the ensuing Winter, arising out .of the Consequences of the laté Fire,

‘may be regarded as entirely at an End. .

~Not_only will it be-my Duty to cause the necessary Arrangeinents to be
made for the strict. Application of this munificent Gift to the Objects for which

NEWFOUNDLAND. |

No. 19.
Earl Grey
to
Governor
Sir J. Harvey,
18th August 18486,

Page 24.

No. 20.
Governor
Sir J. Harvey
. to :
Earl Grey,
6th August 1846.

Page 24.

“. 1 now advert to that Portion of your Lordship’s Despatch ‘which: conveys' to

me the Expression of a Desire on the Part of certain'Gentlemen:and Merchants
- in London connected with- this Islandthat I-shotild continue:in’ the ‘Adminis*:

(4n) -~ D4 | ‘ tration
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tration of its Government until the next Spring. - ‘In reply, T beg to observe
that in proportion to the Satisfaction with which I regard the Expression of this
Wish is the Regret which I feel that, with a due Regard to my own Health
and that of other Members of my Family, and to other most weighty Consi-
derations partly explained by me to your Lordship’s Predecessor, I am unable
to meet the Wishes of these Gentlemen by remaining another Winter in New-
foundland. In deference, however, to those Wishes, and to what your Lord-
ship has said in their Support, my Departure from hence (which I had intended
to have taken by the present Steamer, Three Fourths of my Effects being
already at Halifax,) shall be deferred for One Month, or until the Arrival in the
Colony of Mr. Crowdy, the Colonial Secretary, to whose Presence here, par-
ticularly during a provisional Administration, I certainly attach considerable
Importance.

Mr. Crowdy is an old and experienced as well as a very valuable public
Servant, possessing my entire Confidence, and with whom I shall have no
Difficulty in making such Arrangements and leaving such Instructions as shall
guard, as far as may be possible, against any Misapplication of the Funds so
munificently bestowed upon the Sufferers by the late Calamity by the Queen’s
Government, as well as of those received from other Sources. . . :

In the meantime it is very gratifying to me to be able to inform your Lord-
ship, that while the Extent of the Calamity, as respects the Loss of Property,
has been by no means over-rated, but on the contrary exceeds the Estimate
assumed in my Despatch of the 10th June (No. 88.) by nearly 100,000L,
having been ascertained by the Commissioners who were appointed for that
Purpose to amount to 888,156/ instead of from 600,000/ to 800,000l as stated
by me, the Distress among the labouring and mechanical Classes has actually
almost ceased, in consequence of the full Demand for Labour. The real
Sufferers are, as I at first stated, to be found among the middle and humbler
Classes, and to them accordingly it will be my earnest Endeavour to ensure
the Extension of effectual Reliet (either by gratuitous Donations or nominal
Loans) before I leave the Island. For many of the lower Classes Shelter has
been provided in Huts and Tents which will answer tolerably well during the
Summer Months; but I remain of the Opinion that the Presence of One or
more large and capacious Ships of War- in this Harbour during the ensuing
Winter would be a great Blessing' in respect to Shelter to many who will then
need it, particularly as Fuel and warm Clothing can be provided for them from
the Funds already so liberally contributed.

I have, &c.
(Signed) - J. Harvey.

No. 21 |
(No. 19.) ‘ .

Cory of a Despatcu from: Earl Grey to Governor Sir Joun
Harvey, K.C.B. '

Sir, _‘ Downing Street, 8d September 1846.
I nave received your Despatch No. 61. of the 6th August. - L
“Although it would have been extremely satisfactory if you ‘could have deferred’
your Departure for Nova Scotia' until the Termination of ‘the Winter, I -am:
ready to admit the Cogency of the Reasons which bave ‘precluded you from’
complying with the Wishes of the Gentlemen connected with Newfoundland, -
which I expressed in their Behalf in my Despatch No. 1..of the'18th of July.' -
I am glad to be able to state that the.recent Arrival in this'Country of Mr. Bruce,:
who was not expected till the Spring, and his probable Departure for Newfound-

land within-the Course of a short Time, removes all-Difficulty in'réspect to-the - ~
Embarrassment which was apprehended -fiom your own Departure from that- -

Colony. R o e g N
‘?Thg’ Proceedings ‘which you have adopted -and -still ‘contemplate for the’
Relief of the different Classes of the Community of Saint'John’s who have been
subjected’ to Privations .and Distress in consequence ‘of ‘the late Calamity in: .
that Town obtain my entire Approval ; but I regret:to"inform you ;hat’;’fxt‘i [ifs% -
U . Cltotally -

e
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totally out of the Power of Her Majesty’s Government to station either One NEewrouxpLaxo.
or more Men of War in the Harbour of Saint John’s during the ensuing Winter ~————
with the View of affording Accommodation to Persons who may require Shelter:
during that Period of the Year. But I trust that the Means which have been
placed at your Disposal both by the Government and private Subscriptions will
enable you to make such Arrangements as will prevent in a great Degree any
additional Suffering from the Inability of the Government to comply with your
Suggestion.
I am, &ec.
(Signed)  Grey.

No. 22.
(No. 62.) .
Cory of a Despatcu from Govemor Sir Joun Harvey, K. C.B., to Earl Grey. (]f)?u ;ﬁr
. J $)
Newfoundland, Government House, St. John's, Sir J. Harvey
My Lord, : 7th August 1846. to

I nave the Honour herewith to transmit Copy of the Speech with which I _ Earl Grey,
closed the Special Session of the General Assembly of this Colony on the 7t August1846.
4th instant. To this is added a Copy of the only Act of any Importance which o
was passed during the Session, and for which indeed they were convened.

Copies of a few other Bills will be transmitted by the next Mail.
‘ I have, &ec.
(Signed)  J. Harvey.

P.S.—To the foregoing Documents I venture to add the Copy of an Address
from the whole of the Inhabitants of this City and Community, which has this
Day been presented to me, with that of my Answer.

J. H.

Enclosure 1. in No. 22.

Cory of the Speech of his Excellency Sir John Harvey, on closing the Special Session of Enclosure 1. in
the General Assembly on the 4th instant. ‘ No.922.

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Gentlemen, and Gentlemen,

. Inreleasing you from further Attendance upon your legislative Labours, it is my pleasing
Duty again to tender to you, in the Name of the Sovereign, my cordial Acknowledgments
of the Assiduity which you have bestowed upon the great Objects for which you were
specially convened, and my Congratulations upon the Completion of a Measure which 1
gratify myself in believing to be fraught with more important and beneficial Consequences,
as regards the future Interests and Prosperity of your commercial Capital, than any which
has ever engaged the Attention of its Local Legislature at any Period since a constitutional
Form of Government was conferred upon Newfoundland.

With the gratifying Feelings which this Reflection is calculated to inspire, you will return
to your Constituency and your ordinary Avocations, while I on my Part shall not cease to
cherish the Recollection that as our united and most earnest Endeavours have been
unceasingly used to mitigate. the Severity and to repair the Injuries inflicted by the great
Calamity with which it has pleased the Almighty Disposer of Events to visit this City, it
has also pleased Him thus far to direct and prosper those Endeavours. y

In connexion with this Subject it cannot fail to be interesting to you to be informed that
the total Amount of Property, real and personal, destroyed by. the late Fire, has been
estimated ty the Commissioners appointed for the Purpose of obtaining that Information (in
their Report just received) at the Sum of 888,356L . ' ‘

. ‘Towards the paternal Government of Her Majesty, and for the benevolent Acts and
Intentions of neighbouring Colonies, we are bound to record our most grateful Acknow-
ledgments, which I therefore feel a Pride in doing, as the last Act of that Form of Govern-
ment which, marked throughout its Proceedings by the best Understanding and Feelings,
- has been the Instrument of conferring many Advantages on this Colony, among the chiefest
- of which I cannot but regard the having, as I fervently trust, laid the Foundation of future - -. -
legislative Harmony.. ~ . 0 0 0 S
- I have further to thank you for having, in compliance with my Suggestions, abstained =+ ',
from diverting your, Attention during the Session from the great Object for which you were = 7.
specially convened by engaging in the Consideration of - other Subjects.- ~ = .~ . =~ .
" You will therefore, I trust, receive from me with your wonted Indulgence the Intimation ~ '
that, with respect to the Measure which constitutes the only Exception, (and in which I find .
uo suspending Clause,) I have felt myself restrained by the’very important’ constitutional .
’ (1) - E . ‘ Principles
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Principles which are therein involved, and to which, under the present hurried Circum--
stances, 1 have not had the Means or Leisure to give that Degree of Attention which they
demanded, to reserve that Bill for future Consideration, and for Communication with Her
Majesty’s Government. :

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Gentiemen, and Gentlemen, s
It has oo often been my pleasing Duty to advert in my Communications with you to the
harmonious and satisfactory Course of your legislative Proceedings to render it necessary
for me again to refer to that Subject; but I deem this, the Moment of my Departure from
vour Shores, a fitting Occasion upon which to place upon public Record an Opinion which a
Residence of Five Years among them has led me to form of the Character of the great Body
of Her Majesty’s loyal Subjects in Newltoundland ; not only has it not been found necessary to
resort to the extreme Rigour of the Law in any Instance during that Period, but I feel that
I should do less than Justice to thew if I were to withhold the Declaration, that it has never
been my Tortune to be connected with a Community in which there has been less of Crime
committed, or Disposition to Turbulence or Opposition to the Law evinced, than in this
Island.
Again I invoke the Divine Blessing and Protection on the Inhabitants and Iuterests of
this ancient, loyal, and most important Colony.

Enclosure 2. in No. 22.

ApDrEss.

To his Excellency Major General Sir John Harvey, Knight Commander of the Most
Honourable Military Order of the Bath, knight Comnander of the Royal
Hanoverian Guelphic Order, Governor and Commmander-in-Chief in and over the
Island of Newfoundland and its Dependencies, &e., &e., &e.

May it please your Lxcellency,

We, the Clergy, Magistrates, Merchants, and other Inhabitants of Saint Juhn’s, beg
leave to approach your Excellency with Sentiments of sincere Respect and Lsteem, to
express our Feclings of deep Regret at the Termination of your Excellency’s Administra-
tion of the public Affairs of this Colony ; and to testify our Sense of the Benefits conferred
upon this Community during the Period of your Excellency’s Government.

Called to preside over the Councils of the Colony at a Time when a new and untried
Form of Constitution was deemed necessary, your Excellency’s Task was one of no ordinary
Magnitude, and one which required the Exercise of the greatest Judgment. Within the
short Period, however, during which your Ixcellency bas conducted the Government of
the Colony, we have had the Satisfuction of witnessing the Establishment throughout the
Istand of a liberal System of academical and general Education; the Encouragement and
Lxtension of Agriculture beyond the Expectations of its most sanguine Advocates; the
Accomplishment of Communication by Steam Vessels with England and the neighbouring
Colonies; and the extensive Construction and Improvement of Public Works, especially
the more important ones of Roads and Bridges; these and many other Blessings have been,
in no small Degree, attributable to the personal Interest taken by your Excellency in the
public Welfare; and to the unwearied Assiduity with which you have, at all Times,
devoted yourself' to its Promotion, aided by the valuable Experience of your Excellency in
previous colonial Governments; whilst, at the same Time, it is to the wise and liberal
Policy by which your Excellency has ever been guided, that we have now the Happiness of
attributing the Feclings of general Harmony which are now diffused throughout this
Community.

On the Occasion of the recent calamitous Event which reduced our once flourishing
‘Town to Ashes, the prompt and humane Exertions of your Excellency to alleviate the
Distresses of the Suflerers, and the successful Endeavours of your Excellency to awaken
the Sympathies of the Mother Country and the surrounding Colonies in our Behalf, have
been such as to demand the Expression of our deepest Gratitude. . :

Neither can we omit this Opportunity of recording the grateful Sense we entertain of
the kind and affable Deportment which your Excellency has invariably displayed towards
all who have had personal Intercourse with your Excellency; and of thanking your Excel-
lency for the fostering Patronage, as well as liberal Support, which yon have uniformly
bestowed upon all our public and private charitable Institutions.” '

We beg to be permitted at the s:me Time respectfully to tender to the Honourable
Lady Harvey our liveliest Sentiments of Esteem and Regard ; and to assure her that whilst
her amiable and most estimable Qualities of Heart and Mind have endeared her to all who
have enjoyed the Pleasure of her Acquaintance; she will never cease to be remembered in -
the Prayers of the Widow and the Orphan, whose Wants and Distresses have at all Times
occupied her Thoughts, and to the Relief of whose Sufferings she has been so munificent a
Contributer, "+ ¢ o K e I

" Whilst, however,. we regret: the Loss which this Colony will suffer by the Severance or
vour Excellency’s Connexion with it, and more particularly at this important Crisis, we beg
ledve at the same Time to offer to your Excellency our hearty Congratulations on the

Mark
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Mark of Royal Favour which our Gracious Queen has been pleased to bestow upon you in NEWFouxpLAND.
appointing you to the Government of the neighbouring Province of Nova Scotia; and, = ~eeeeee
in conclusion, we beg to assure your Excellency, that to whatever Portion of Her Majesty’s
Dominions your high Duties may call you, in leaving our Shores you carry with you the
cordial Esteem of all Classes of this Community.
On behalf of the Meeting.
(Signed)  B. G. Garrerr, High Sheriff,
Chairman,

ANSWER.

My Lord, Reverend and Honourable Gentlemen, and Gentlemen, ,

If not the highest, yet assuredly one of the most gratifying Testimonials which a public
Man can receive is the publicly expressed Approbation of those of his Fellow Subjects
over whom he has presided (for 2 Period sufficient to confer its due Value on the Sentiment)
in the endearing (so suffer me to call it) Relation of the Representative of a beneficent and
paternal Sovereign; that Reward it has pleased you this Day to confer upon me, and
although it is not the first (by many) of a similar Character to which it has been my
arateful Duty to respond for myself, and for her who has been the beloved Confidante
of my Bosom, the Solacer of all my Cares, for a Period fast advancing to Half a Century,
and to whose Worth yon have been pleased to pay so.affecting a Tribute, yet are there
Circumstances which connect themselves with this particular Address which confer a Value
upen it in our Estimation which I should ill attempt to describe. We arrived in this
Community entire Strangers to you all; we have passed Five Years of our Lives among
you, a Period which at our Age constitutes a large Portion of our waning Existence; we
have lived in the Interchange of mutually kind Feelings; we have during that Period
experienced our Trials and domestic Afflictions, and you have sympathized and mourned
with us as Friends and Brethren; finally you have presented to us a Testimonial of your
good Will which has deeply affected our Hearts. And how have we earned all this? Simply
by following the Line of Conduct prescribed alike by a Sense of Christian Duty and
natural Disposition; by being just to all, and showing a little Kindness to those who
needed it, without Distinction of Creed, according to our limited Opportunities and Means:

Gentlemen, in one of my first Addresses to you, I told you that unless you would give
me your Confidence and Support, any Efforts on my Part to promote your Interests must
be unavailing; you frankly met my Appeal; in other Words you did Justice to the Sincerity
of the Professions of my Desire to’ devote myself to your Service, and to identify myself
with all your Interests; and if the Result has been satisfactory to you, to you belongs
the Merit in a far higher Degree than any to which I can lay claim. I told you that while
it was contrary to my Duty, as well towards my Sovereign as yourselves, to attach myself
exclusively to any Party, or even to recognize its Existence, yet, that that Duty required
of me to identify myself with all Classes, doing equal Justice to each; in these Views you,
Gentlemen, have sustained me, and whatever of Credit may attach to the Result is yours.

You have been pleased to offer me your Congratulations upon the Transfer of my Services
to a more -extended Sphere of Action. To your Fellow Subjects of that noble Province
I shall feel a Pride in bearing this your Testimonial, in the most entire Conviction that
the Principles (few and simple) by which my public Conduct has been uniformly governed,
and which have proved not otherwise than satisfactory to Three of the Five North American
Colonies, will not be found to fail in their Application to the Fourth, »

My Lord, Reverend and Honourable Gentlemen, and Gentlemen,
For myself, Lady Harvey, and my Family, I bid you all an affectionate Farewell, and
I entreat you to believe that our fervent Prayers for the Renewal of that Prosperity which -
it has seemed good to the Almighty to interrupt for a Season may again return to you
and be long enjoyed. , ' :
Government House, St. John's, ' (Signed) J. Harvey.
7th August 1846. o , , )

Enclosure 8. in No.22. , _— -~ ¥nclosure $. in
o R o : s No. 22,
- Avvo Novwo & Decivo Vicroriz Recivz. o —
| Car. 1L

An Act to regtﬂate ‘the rebdilding of the Town of St.Johw's, and the Drainége and . .

* Sewerage of the same, and to repeal certain Acts therein mentioned. . * -~ I
L B - ~ [Passed 4th August 1846.]
‘WugenEas it is expedient to regulate the rebuilding of the Town of St. John’s: * - - Preamble.
“1—Be, it thercfore enacted, by the Governor, Council, and Assembly, ‘in_ Legislative Water Street,
~Session convened, that Water Street, in the said- Town of St. John’s, shall extend from the .~ = "'
"Eastern Side of Quidi Vidi Firebreak on. the East to Job’s Bridge on. the West, and shall -~~~ -

@y s B e be oo
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Newrounprasp, be Sixty Feet in Width from the South Line of the said Street ; which said Line shall be

as follows:

South Line. Commencing at Station No. 1. on the Plan of the Commissioners appointed by his
Excellency the Governor, certified under the Hands of the said Commissioners, and pre-
sented to the House of Assembly, and running thence to Station No. 4., according to the
Line described on the said Plan; thence in a straight Line to a Point Three Feet North
of the North-west Angle of Messrs. Dunscomb & Harvey’s Premises ; thence in a straight
Line to the North-west Angle of Mr. Nicholas Gill’s Premises ; thence in a straight Line
to the North-east Angle of Mr. Patrick Morris’s Premises; thence in a straight Line to
the North-east Angle of the House lately occupied by Mrs. Beck ; thence according to the
existing Line of Street to Prescott Street Fircbreak, as hercin-after described; then
from a Point Ten I'eet South of the North-east Angle of the House lately occupied by
Mr. Henry Earle to the North-east Angle of Messts. John M. Rendell & Co.’s Premises;
thence through a Point Ten Feet South of the North-west Angle of Messrs, William &
Henry Thomas & Co.s Premises to the North-west Angle of the Stone House lately
occupied by Mr. R, F. Trimingham ; then from the North-east Angle of the House lately
occupied by Mr. Patrick Maher, by the existing Line of Street, to*Beck’s Cove; then
from a Point Fifteen Feet South ot the North-east Angle of Messrs. E. & N. Stabb's late
Premises in a straight Line to the North-east Angle of Messrs. Shea & Murphy’s Stone
House; thence to the North-west Angle of the Dwelling House lately occupied by Mr. W.
E, Taylor; thence in a straight Line to a Point in the Middle of Codner’s Cove Fifteen
Feet South of the existing South Line of Water Street; thence in a straight Line to the
North-west Angle of the Premises of Mr. John . Warren; thence by the existing Line
of Street to the North-west Angle of Messrs. James & William Stewart’s Premises ; thence
by the Line deseribed on the aforesaid Plan to the North-cast Angle of Messrs. Stuart &
Rennie’s Stone Buildings ; thence by the existing Line of Street to the North-east Angle
of Pie Corner Cove; thence in a straight Line to the North-east Angle of Mr. . Morris’s
Brick Buildings; thence to the North-west Angle of the same; thence to Station No. 19,
according to the Line laid down and described on the said Plan, being the North-east
Angle of the Entrance of Job’s Bridge; thence by a Line Sixty Feet distant from and
parallel to the North Line of Street as laid down and described on the aforesaid Plan, to
Station No.21.

Duckworth Street. II.—And be it enacted, That Duckworth Street in the said Town shall extend from the
Eastern Side of Quidi Vidi Firebreak on the East to Flower Hill Firebreak on the West;
and shall be Sixty Feet in Width from the South Line of the said Street, which said Line
shall be as follows: ‘

South Line. Commencing at a Point opposite Station No. 1. in the said Street, as marked and
described in the said Plan, and running thence to the North-cast Angle of Woodley’s Lane
according to the Line laid down and described in the said Plan; thence in a straight Line
to the North-east Angle of Mr. John Stears’s House, West of the Hill of Chips; thence by
the existing Line of Street to a Point Five Feet North of the North-east Angle of the
House lately occupied by Jeremiah Hayes at the Head of the King’s Beach; thence in a
straight Line to the North-east Angle of Mr. Thomas Bearns’s Stone Buildings ; thence
along the same and in a straight Line to the North-cast Angle of Mr. William Flynn's
Brick House; thence by the existing Line of Street to the North-west Angle of the
Comumercial Building; thence in a straight Line to the North-east Angle of Market
Square ; thence by the existing Line of Street to Beck’s Cove Iirebreak ; and thence to
Flower Hill Firebreak, by a Line parallel to and Twenty Feet South of the Southern
Line as laid down by the said Commissioners for the South Line of the Continuation of
Duckworth Street.

L'leven Firebreahs. 111.-—~And be it enacted, That there shall be laid down in the said Town and Suburbs
Eleven Cross Streets or Firebreaks, as follows, that is to say:—

Church Hill, Cuurci Hin FireBreak.—Which shall be according to the Lines laid down and
described for the same, on the aforesaid Plan of the Commissioners.

P'reseott Street, Prescorr StReEET FireBreAK.—The existing Western Boundary of which, between

Water Street and Duckworth Street, shall be the Western Boundary thereof, and a Space
equal to the Breadth of M¢Larty’s Lane shall be added to the Width of the same, the
Proprietors of Ground encroached on for this Purpose occupying the said Lane in lieu of
the Ground so encroached on. Between Duckworth Street and the Northern Terminus
of the said Firebreak, the Eastern Side of Cantwell’s Lane, until it is intersected by the
Eastern Side Line of Prescoit Street, as laid down upon the said Plan, and thence to the -
said Terminus, the Eastern Side Line of the said Street, as described upon the said Plan, -
shall be the Eastern Side Line of the said Firebreak and Street; and that a Line parellel - . -
thereto at Sixty Feet Distance shall be the Western Boundary. = ° LT e
King's Bezeh Fire- - King’s BeacH Firereak.—Commencing . at the North-west Angle of Mr. Nicholas -
break. Gill’s House in Water Street; thence running in'a straight Line to the South-west Angle
of Mr. Michael Dealy’s House in Duckworth Street ; thence running in a straight Line to -
a Point Seventcen and a Half Feet East of the North-east Angle of the King’s Road in’
Gower Street; thence in a straight Line to the South-east Angle of the Ordnance Lime- -
kiln Ground; and thence by the Eastern Boundary .of the said Ground to the Military
‘ 9 ‘ Road; -

o
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Road ; which' said Lines shall form the Eastern Boundary of the said Firebreak; and that
a Line or Lines parallel thereto at a Distance of Seventy Fect shall form the Western

Boundary of the said Firebreak to the said Limekiln Ground; and that from thence the
said Firebreak shall be bounded on the West by the Western Side of the King’s Road.

HiLt or CHirs FireBreEak.—The Western Side of the said Firebreak shall be bounded
by a straight Line commencing in Water Strect and running along the North-eastern
Toundation Wall of Mr, Patrick Kough’s House (the late Billiard Room) to Dackworth
Street, and a Line parallel thereto at Seventy Ieet Distance shall be the Eastern Boundary
thereof.

Quini Vip1 Firesreak.—The Western Side of the said Firebreak shall be bounded by
a straight Line running from the Harbour along the Foundation Wall of Mr. James Brine’s
Premises to Duckworth Street, and a Line parallel thereto at Sixty Feet Distance shall be
the Eastern Boundary.

M¢Bripe’s Cove Finesreak.—That from the]North Side of Water Street to Duckworth
Street the existing Western Boundary shall remain, and that a Line parallel thereto at
Eighty Feet Distance shall be the Eastern Boundary thereof.

Beck’s Cove Firereak.—That the existing Boundary Lines of the said Cove and
Firebreak between the Harbour and Duckworth Street remain unaltered, and that from
the Northern Extremity of the Eastern Boundary of the said Firebreak a straight Line be
extended to the North-west Angle of William Shea’s House in Gower Street, and that a
Line parallel thereto, at 60 Feet Distance, form the Western Boundary of the Continuation
of the said Firebreak. '

Coonew’s Cove FireBrEAR.—A Line drawn from the Harbour along the Eastern
Foundation Walls of Mr. John H. Warren’s late Dwelling House to Water Street, and the
existing Western Side Line of Adelaide Street to Duckworth Street, shall form the Western
Boundary; and that the Eastern Side of Codner’s Cove, and a Line Sixty Feet distant from
and parallel to the Western Side of Adelaide Street, be the Lastern Boundary thereof,

Queen StreeT.—The existing Western Line of Queen Street, and a Line drawn from
the South-west Angle of Barter’s Hill Road, through the North-east Angle of the House at
the First Turn of the said Road to the Westward, and thence to the rear Line of the Town,
shall form the Western Boundary of the said Street; and Lines parallel thereto, at Sixty
Feet Distance, shall be the Eastern Boundary thereof. ‘ ‘ '

Stuarr & Rennie’s Cove—~The Eastern Boundary of Messré. Stuart & Rénnie’s
Premises shall be the Western Boundary of the said Cove; and a Line parallel thereto, at
Sixty Feet Distance, shall be the Eastern Boundary thercof.

Frower Hiru FireBreak.—A Line drawn from the Harbour along the Western Side
of the Bonding Store of Messrs. Newman and Co.. to the. Corner of Mr. Jonas Barter’s
House, where it is touched by the Eastern Line as laid down and described upon the
aforesaid Plan, and thence to the rear Line of the Town, the said Eastern Line shall form
the Eastern Boundary of the said Firebreak; and a Line parallel thereto, at a Distance of
Eighty Feet, shall form the Western Boundary of the same. " ‘

Gas Works FireBreak.—The Eastern Line of the said Firebreak as laid down and
described on the said Plan of the Commissioners shall be the Eastern Boundary of the
said Firebreak; and a Line parallel thereto, at Sixty Feet Distance, shall be the Western
Boundary thereof. L :

River Heap Firesreak.—The Eastern Line, as laid down #n‘d described on the afor(;-
said Plan, shall be the Eastern Boundary ‘of the said Firebreak; and a Line parallel
thereto, at Sixty Feet Distance, shall be the Western Boundary thereof. o

And be it enacted, That New Gower Street shall be laid-down as follows : commencing

at the South-east Angle of Philip Duggan’s-House; thence running in a straight Line,
touching the South-west Angle of Stephen Ryan’s House to a Point Sixty Feet beyond the
Boundary of JamesFergus’s Grouid; thence in a straight Line to a Point North of the North-
west Angle of Waldegrave Street; and thence to a Point North of the North-west Angle of
Cuddihy’s House, being the Western Extremity of the burnt District; and further, that
the Square laid down and described on the aforesaid Plan as Harvey Square be reserved
and named Harvey Square, and that the Streets which form the North-east and South-west
Boundaries thereof shall be of the Widths and Courses laid down and described for the

same in the aforesaid Plan of the Commissioners. L . .

IV.—And be it enacted, That from and after such Time as-the Streets and Firebreaks
aforesaid shall be laid out, in manner herein-after directed, and Compensation ‘shall be
‘made or tendered for the. Property necessarily appropriated for such Purposes, and Notice
thereof shall have been given by, Publication in the “ Royal Gazette,” the Ground included
in the said Streets and Firebreaks shall be and become public Property ; and all Buildings
and Erections whatsoever, which now are or may hereafter, be placed or erected. upon any
Dart of the said Streets or Firebreaks so laid out, and .which. shall be. suffered.to .remain
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Party complained of, shall, if such Nuisance be proved, make an Order for the Abatement
thereof, and shall furnish such Assistance of Constables and others as may be necessary for
that Purpose; and every Person or Persons continuing or erecting any of such Buildings
or Lrections shall be subject to such Punishment as is by Law in such Case provided with
respect to common or public Nuisances, or as shall be prescribed by this Act.

V.—And be it enacted, ‘That from and after the First Day of May, Anno Domini One
thousand cight hundred and forty-nine, it shall not be lawful for any Person or Persons
whomsoever to build, erect, or put up any Building or Erection whatsoever, other than
such as shall be built of Brick or Stone or other uninflammable Materials, in any Part of
the said Town Southward of a Line drawn parallel to, and Sixty Feet to the Northward
of, the North Side of Duckworth Strect in the said Town; and all Honses, Stores, and
other Buildings South of the said Line shall be roofed or covered with Iron, Slate, or
other uninflammable Material; and that all Buildings and Erections which, since the Fire
in the said Town' on the Ninth of June last, have been or which may be hereafter built or
erected to the Southward of the said Line, of Materials, or roofed or covered with Materials,
or in a Manner other than such as are by this Act prescribed, shall be, after the First
Day of May, Anno Domini Eighteen hundred and forty-nine, deemed public Nuisances,
and the like Proceedings shall be and may be had with respect to the same, and with
respect to the Person or Persons continuing, building, or erecting any of the same, as are
herein provided with respect to any Building placed or erected upon any Street, Lane, or
Firebreak aforesaid: Provided nevertheless, that nothing in this Act shall operate to
prevent any Person now occupying, or that may hereatter occupy, any Fishing Room
situate to the Lastward of Woodley’s Cove, or to the Westward of Newman & Co's.
Premises, from building of Wood, if he shall see fit, any House, Store, Stage, Flake, or
other Ercetion to be used by him or his Servants employed by him exclusively for the
Purpose of carrying on the Fishery upon such Iishing Koom.

VI.—And be it enacted, 'That it shall not be lawful for any Person or Persons to build
or crect in Gower Street, Queen’s Road, the Military Road, and the Circular Road, or
in any other Lane or Street within the said Town or Suburbs, which the Governor amdl
Council shall declare to be a Main Street, any Ilonse or other Building nearer to the
Centre of such Lanc or Street than T'wenty-five Fret; and all Houses or other Buildings
erccted on any of the said Streets or Lanes nearer to the Centre thereof than 'l‘wem,y-ﬁv@
Yeet shall be deemed public Nuisances, and the like Proceedings shall be and may be
had with respect to the same, and with respect to any Person or Persons building or
erecting the same, as are herein-before provided with respect to other public Nuisances
of a like Nature.

VIL— And whereas, by reason of the Expense of making Compensation in such Behalf,
it is inexpedient that the following Fircbreaks should at present be opened beyond the
Limits herein-after mentioned, but it is expedient that no Buildings should be erected
on the Sides of such Virebreaks beyond such Limits; be it therefore enacted, That it shall
not be lawful for any Personor Persons to build or put up any Building or Erection
whatsoever within Thirty Fect of the Centre of Quidi Vidi I'ircbreak to the Northward
of Duckworth Street, within Thirty Feet of the Centre of the Hill of Chips Firebreak to
the Northward of the Government Bakehouse, within Thirty Feet of the Centre of Prescott
Street, and within 'ifty Feet of the Centre of Church Hill Firebreak to the Northward
of the Military Road, within Thirty Ieet of the Centres of Queen Street and Flower Hill
Tirebreaks to the Northward of Gower Street, and within Thirty Feet of the Centres of
Gas Works and River Head Iirebreaks to the Northward of Water Street; and all
Buildings and Erections made or built within the Distances aforesaid of the Centres of the
said Firebreaks respectively to the Northward of the Limits aforesaid shall be deemed
public Nuisances, and may be abated accordingly.

VIIL.—And be it enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act it shall not be
lawful for any Person or Persons whomsoever to construet or erect or cause to be con-
structed or erccted, any Building or Erection of any Kind or Nature whatsoever within
the Limits of the Pirebreoks herein-before laid down and deseribed, within that Portion
of the ‘Town of St. John’s recently devastated by Fire; and that every Building or Erection
which after the Time aforesaid shall be constructed or erected within the said Limits shall
be deemed a public Nuisance, and may be abated accordingly.

IX.—And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Governor or Administrator of
the Government for the Time being to nominate and.appoint One fit and competent
Person to be a General Supervisor of Streets within the said "L'own and Suburbs, who shall
superintend the ‘carrying into .Eﬁ'ec‘t‘,yhe !)I;OViS‘iOIlS of this A(;t‘; which Supervisor shall, . @
before he enters upon the Duties of his said thcg, be sworn b‘etore .Oue of the Judges of -
the Supreme Court fuithfully to- discharge the Duties of his Office, without Fear, Favour or .
Affeetion; and such Supervisor shall lay down, upon such Plan and in such Manner as.
may be directed by the Governor in Couneil, such Common Drains and Sewers throughout

the said "Town as may be necessary for cleansing and draining the’ same; and. there shall =

be paid to the said Supervisor an anrual Salary ‘
such Office of Supervisor shall continue for a Period of Five-Years and no longor.

X.—And W

v of I'hree hundred Pounds: Provided that
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X.—And be it enacted, That all Persons, Proprietors of Lands or Tenements within the NewrouNDLAND.
said Town, whose Interests shall be in any way affected by the carrying into effect the _—
I'rovisions of this Act, shall, before such Lands or Tenements be appropriated for public ll‘jnﬁiec SO:; compensating
Uses, be paid Compensation for any Damage they may sustain in that Behalf; and that for p.0 v ffected.
the Purpose of ascertaining the Amount of Compensation 1o be made in any Case wherein
the said Proprietors and Supervisor shall not agree, or wherein the Governor and Council
may not approve of the Awards of the said Supervisor, it shall be lawful for the Party or
Darties intevested in the Property affected to name One Arbitrator, and the Supervisor 10 A-bitration.
be appointed under this Act to name another Arbitrator, and such Two Avbitrators shall
name a Third, and the Award of any Two of them shall be final and binding ; and in case
any Party interested in such Property as aforesaid, shall vefuse or neglect to appoint an
Arbitrator within Three Days after Notice shall be given him, her, or them by such
Supervisor, or in case the Arbitrators shall disagree in the Choice of such Third Arbitrator,
in either Case it shall be lawful for the Governor in Council to nominate and appoint an
Arbitrator, and the Award of any Two of such Arbitrators shall be of the like Effect as if
Oue of such Arbitrators had been appointed by the Party, and the Third had been chosen
by such Arbitrators; and such Arbitrators shall, before they proceed in the Execution of
their Daty, be sworn before a Justice of the Peace faithfully and without Favour to either .

Party to discharge their Duties as such Arbitrators: Provided, that it shall be lawful for

any Party who shall claim on Oath any Amount of Compensation beyond One hundred

- Pounds, and who shall be dissatisfied with any such Award, to appeal therefrom to the Appeal.

Judges of the Supreme Court by Petition, within One Week from the making of such
Award, in Term ‘L'ime or Vacation, and it shall be lawful for such Judges to summon' all
necessary Parties and Witnesses, and to inquire into the Merits of such Petition, and to
make such Award and Decision thereon as shall be just and equitable, which Decision and
Award shall be final; and provided further, that in ascertaining the Amount of Com-
pensation under this Act the additional Value derived to the several Proprietors from the
Convenience and Security afforded by the Improvement of the Streets shall always be taken
into account.

Proviso.

XL—And be it enacted, That: the Governor or Administrator of the Government for Amounts for Compen-
the Time being shall be authorized to draw Warrants on the Colonial Treasurer for the ;““{’"r‘a;‘;i‘;‘; ifl"ﬂ'l’:‘d
Yayment of Compensation to be awarded under this Act, which Compensation shall not T’;em,.y; above 25,
exceed in the whole the Sum of Twenty thousand Pounds; and that in discharge of such by Treasury Notes.
Warrants for any Amount not less than Twenty-five Pouuds, as may from Time to Time
be drawn upon him for such Purpose by the Governor for the Time being, it shall be
lawful for the Treasurer, in discharge of such Warrants, to pay to Parties in whose Favour
such Warrants may be drawn the Amount of Compensation to which he, she, or they may
be respectively entitled, by Treasury Notes payable within Ten Years from the Date
thereof, and’ bearing Interest at the Rate of Five per Cent. per Annum, which shall be
redeemable on Three Months Notice being given in the ¢ Royal Gazette,” at the
Expiration of which Notice all Interest on such Notes mentioned therein shall cease.

XIL—And be it enacted, That in order to defray the Expense of laying down and Expenses of Drains,

constructing such Common Drains and Sewers as aforesaid, and of paying the Salary of the Séﬁn::‘(:osgfizitt’lﬂls)
. . el ’ 3 ¥

Supervisor, and for defraying the Cost for the raising and Collection of the Assessment g esunent. ‘

herein-after mentioned, it shall be lawful for the Justices in- Session of the District of

St. John’s, upon. the Presentments of the Grand Jury of such Sessions of the Amount

required for such Purposes, to make Orders, under their Hands ‘and Seals, for the raising

and levying of an Assessment or Assessments, at a Rate - in the Pound on the Rents or

appraised Values of all Houses and Buildings and Lands within- the Limits of the said

‘Town; all which Assessments shall be raised, levied, and collected from all Landlords,

Il,essees, or other Persons owning such Lands or Buwildings, or deriving a Profit Rent -

thereupon. o : ‘

XIIL—Anud be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for the said Justices to appoint Three Appraisers to be ap-
competent Persons to appraise the Value of all 'such Lands, Houses, and Buildings. as Poted by Justices.
aforesaid, and upon Appeal, in a summary Manner, at the Instance of any Party interested,
to decide upon the Correctness of such Appraisement, and also to appoint a Receiver for
the Collection of such Assessments; and in case any Person or Persons liable to contribute
towards such Assessment shall refuse or .neglect to pay, upon- Demand, the: Amount for
which such Person or Persons shall be assessed, such. Amount shall- and may be recovered f.4c of recovering
in a summary Manner, with Costs, by a Suit to be brought before any Two or more Asessment,
Justices of the said District in the Name of the Receiver (in” which “Action Service of ‘ '
Process upon the Agent of any Person absent from the Country shall be Serviceupon the .~ ~ .. -
‘Principal), and by Sale of the Defendant or Defendants Lands or Effects; and the Amount ' [
of such Assessments, wher received, shall, after deducting the Costs of Collection, be paid .~ . '
over to the Colonial Treasurer for the Purposes of this Act. , ‘ . DR

~~ XIV.—And be it enacted, That it shall not be lawful for the said Supervisor to proceed Al Draius and Sewers
-in the opening or laying down such Common Drains and Sewers as aforesaid in any other under this Act to be
Way than by Contract on Tender, having first given public Notice for such intended f"““‘i,“f',}d"&‘ Con.
Contract for the Space of Ten Days at the least, and all such Contracts shall be in Writing, ract by Render.

and shall be signed by the Contractor, and subject to all the Conditions and Restrictions ' '

‘ (4«1) E4 T T for
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for regulating Contracts for opening and making Roads under the Act to regulate the
making and repairing of Roads, Streets, and Bridges within this Colony; and that all
Payments on Contracts and other Charges shall be made by Warrant of the Governor.

XV.—And be it enacted, That if the Supervisor or Arbitrators so to be appointed as
aforesaid shall be of opinion that any Proprietor or Proprietors of any Ground required for
any Street or Firebreak as aforesaid may be indemnified at a less Expense to the Public
by having an equal Portion of Ground assigned to him, her, or them from any Ground
adjoining, and that such adjoining Ground may be taken without material Injury to the
Proprietor thercof, it shall be lawful for the said Supervisor to mark off so much of the
adjoining Ground as he shall think sufficient to replace the Ground required for such
Street or Firebreak, and the same so marked off shall belong to the first-mentioned
Proprictor from whom the same was taken, and shall be as a full Satisfaction and Release of
the same, and all Right and Title thereto: Provided, that if the Land so to be given shall
not he deemed an Equivalent for the Land dedicated to the Street or Iirebreak, it shall be
lawful to pay the said Proprictor such Sum as may be, with the Land so to be given, a full
Satistuaction for the Land so dedieated.

X VL—And be it enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act the following Acts
shall be and the same are hercby repealed; that is to say, an Act passed in the Fourth
Year of the Reign of His late Majesty, entitled ¢ An Act to regulate the building of
Houses in Water Street in the Town of St. John'’s;” an Act passed in the Fourth Year
of the Reign of His late Majesty, entitled ¢ An Act to provide for the Management of a
certain public Whart and Landing in the Town of Saint John’s;” an Act passed in the Third
Year of the Reign of Her present Majesty, entitled ¢« An Act to repeal Part of an Act
passed in the Second Session of the Iirst General Assembly of this Island, entitled ¢ An
Act to regulate the building of Houses in Water Street in the Town of St. John's;” an
Act passed in the Third Year of the Reign of His late Majesty, entitled ¢ An Act for the
Establishment and Regulation of Fire Companies in the Town of Saint John's ;” and an
Act passed in the Fifth Year of the Reign of His late Majesty, entitled ¢ An Act to amend
an Act of the Parliament of this Colony, cntitled ¢ Au Act for the Establishment and
Regulation of Fire Companies in the Town of St. Johw’s.””

XVIL—And be it enacted, That no Person whatsoever shall excavate or build upon the
front Line of any Sirect, Lane, or Fircbreak within the ‘Town of St. John’s until he, she,
or they shall have given or left at the Office of the said Supervisor a Notice in Writing at
least T'wo Days before the Commencement of such intended Excavation or Ercction; and
thereupon it shall be the Duty of the said Supervisor to examine the said projected Work
and see that it conform to the Line and Levels of such Street, Lane, or Firebreak; and
that any Person ueglecting to give such Notice, or acting contrary to tiie Directions in
Writing of such Supervisor, according to the Provisions of this Act, touching the said Work,
shall be liable to a Fine not cxcceding the Sum of Iive Pounds, to be recovered in a
summary Manner before any Justice of the Peace for the Central District, and levied by
Distress and Sale of the Offender’s Goods and Chattels; and any Work done contrary o
such written Directions shall be deemed and taken to be a public Nuisance, and abated
accordingly as other Nuisances under this Act.

XVIHL—And be it enacted, That in case of Dispute it shall be lawful for the said
Supervisor to regulate the building of Party Walls, and the rateable Contribution to the
Expenses thereot to be paid by the adjoining Proprietors or Tenants whe may use the
same, prescribing the Extent which such Party Wall shall occupy upon the Land of such
Proprictors respectively.

XIX.—And be it enacted, That the Governer for the Time being is hereby authorized
to cause suitable Levels to be taken of the several Streets, Lanes, and Firebreaks within
the said Town, by which Levels all Parties shall be required to govern themselves.

XX.—And be it enacted, That every Party Wall within the Limits prescribed for the
Erection of Buildings of Stone, Brick, or other uninflimmable Materials, shall project above
and beyond the Roof at least Twelve Inches; and that no Wood or inflammable Material
of any Description, except Roors, Door Frames, Window Sashes, Window Frames, and
Roof Boarding, shall be placed within Four and a Half Inches of the Outside of the said
Building; and that every Chimney shall extend to a Height not less than ‘Two Feet above
the Ridgepole,

NXXL—And be it emcted, That all Copings, Parapets, Cornices to overhang Roofs,
Blocking Courscs, Cornices,” Piers,. Columns, Pilasters, Entablatures, Facias, Door and -
Window Dressings, Balconies at. least Ten Feet above the Level of the Street, or other:
architectural Improvements, may project heyond the general Line of Fronts in any Street,
Lane, or Firebreak; provided that within the Limits prescribed for the Erection of
Buildings of Stone, Brick, or other uninflammable Materials, they be wholly comi)osed of
such uninflammable Materials, P R

XXIL—And be it enacted, That a substantial Ladder shall be fixed to the Roof Vof evérk'yv :
Dwelling House, and kept in good Repair, except where a regular Access to the Roof from
the Inside is provided. . ‘ . I ”

" XXIIL—And
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XXII1.—And be it enacted, That the Paths appropriated for the Use of Foot Passengers
on cach Side of Water Street and Duckworth Street be Ten Feet wide.

XXIV.—And be it enacted, That it shall be the Duty of the said Supervisor to mspect
the several Chimnies and external Stove Pipes throughout the Town, and that the Tenant
of every House who shall not, within Two Days after he, she, or they be notified of the
defective State of such Chimuey or Stove Pipe, cause the same to be properly repaired, shall
be liable to a Firie of not less than Ten Shillings nor exceeding Forty Shillings, with Costs
of Suit, to be recovered in a summary Manner before any Justlce of the Peace for the
Central District, and levied by Distress and Sale of the Offender’s Goods and Chattels.

XXV.—And be it enacted, That no Building shall be erccted to interfere with the Line
of Fire from Fort William and Fort George towards the Harbour, provided that the Officers
of Her Majesty’s Board of Ordnance shall pay or tender to the Proprietors and Tenants of
Land situate in the Line of Fire, Compensation for such Rights as would be interfered with
by preventing the Erection of such Building, which Compensatnon shall be ascertained in
manner herein-before prescribed for ascertmmnn the Value of Land taken for the Purposes
of the Streets and Firebreaks.

XXVL—And be it enacted, That the Lines of Streets and Firebreaks laid out by this
Act shall not be departed from, excepting in such Cases as the Description by the Points
of the Compass may be errcneous; and such Departures in such Cases shall be first deter-
mined upon by the Supervisor and approved of by the Governor in Couneil.

XXVIL—And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for such Supervisor to administer an
Oath to any Person claiming Compensation under this Act, as to his, her, or their Belief of
the Reasonableness of the s’ud Claim,

XXVIIL.—And be it enacted, That in every Case wherein any Tenant holding under a
Lr.ase commencing previously to the Ninth Day of June last, and not surrendered in con-
sequence of the Fire which occurred in the said Town on that Day, shall, under the Pro-
visions of this Act, independently of any former Law, or of any Covenant or Agreement,
be compelled to build of Brick, Stone, or any other uninflammable Material, where such
Tenant might otherwise have built of W ood, such Tenant shall, at the prn‘anon of* such
Lease, receive from his Landlord Compensation either by an TExtension of his Lease for
such Period as shall not (including the unexpired Term) exceed Forty Years in the whole,
or by Payment of a Sum of Moncv, as may be determined, by any Two of Three Arbi-
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trators, of whom One shall be appointed by the Landlord, Oue by. the Teuunt, and the

‘Third by the Arbitrators alrcady chosen.

XXIX.—And be it enacted, That in" the event of any. such mtended Arbltnt:on not .
being carried into cffect, either from the Refusal of the Landlord to appoint an: Arbitrator,
or fxom the Disagreement of the Arbitrators, or from any Causc other - than'the Refusal of

the Tenant to nppomt an Arbitrator, such Compensation as aforesaid may be’ recovered in.

Mode of recovering
Compensation.

an Action of Assumpsit as for Money paid, to be- brou«rht against the Landlord - m any

Court of Record.

XXX,—And be it enacted, That for the Purpuses of this Act, lhe Boundanos and
Limits of - the said Town of St.John’s shall be as follows; commencing at' the Harbour

Limits of the ‘Town
preseribed,

and running along the Lastern Side Line of the Gas Works Firebreak, ns laid down and

described upon the aforesaid Plan, until it is intersected by the Monday Pond Road ; thence
in a straight Line to Remnie’s Mill Bridge on the old Portugal Cove Road; thence by the
Courses of the Stream running into Qllldl Vidi Lake; thence from the Mouth of the said
Stream in a straight Line to “the Ordnance Boundary Line where it is intersected by the
main Road lcadmn to Signal Hill ; thence by the Ordnance Boundary. Line to the Harbour
of St. John’s, and thence by the Waters of the Harbour to the Place of beginning : : Pro-

vided that all Government Buildings, Churches, Chapels, and Places of public Worshlp, all

public Schoolhouses, and the Bulldm«rs of public charltablc Insmutxons, slnll be e\empted' -

from the l{atcs and’ Assessmenta herem—befoxe mentioned

ka[ And whereas the House latcly built. upon the Nortll Slde of Duck“orth Street
by Robert Prowse, the House lately buiit .on. the North. Side. of : Water: Street: by. James
Cullen, and the House lately erected on the. North. Side. of Water’ Street :by. Walter Dillon, -
fall "within . the Lines of the. said Strects respectively, but the said Houses being built of
uninflammable Materials, and . the Expence which would be occasioned by their Remoyal

Ceriain Houses now
in Lines of Street
,permitted to stand.

being considerable, it is e\pcdlent that the said' Houses should be: made’ Exceptlons to the .

Lmes herein-before laid down ; be it therefore enacted, That the said Houses, being.. ﬁmslled L
‘and. completed in the Manner herein-before prescribed with respect.to Houses to be erected
‘on Water and Duckworth Streets, may lawfully continue-and be within the Lines of the said.
Streets, at the Option of the said several Parties, or any futare’ Propnetors of- the same,.as
such Houses now stand thereon, any thing herein-before commned to the contrary thereol

notwithstanding,

(41.)




NEWFOUNDLAND.

No. 28.
Earl Grey
to
Governor
Siv J. Harvey,
5d Sept. 1846.

No.2].
Larl Grey
to

the Officer
administering the

Government
of Newfoundland,

Gth Nov. 1840,

Enclosure in
No. 24,

42 CORRESPONDENCE grerLatine 10 THE CONFLAGRATIONS

No. 23.
(No. 21.)
Cory of a Desparcu from Earl Grey to Governor Sir Joux Harvey.

Sir, Downing Street, 3d September 1846.

I nave to acknowledge the Receipt of your Despatch, No.G2., of the
7th ultimo, announcing the Close of the Special Session of the Legislature of
Newfoundland, and I have to signify to you my Approval of the Speech which
you delivered on that Occasion.

The Act, of which you transmit a Copy, for regulating the rebuilding of

the Town of St. John’s, is at present under the Consideration of Her Majesty’s

Government,
[ have, &c.
(Signed)  Grey.
No. 24,
(No. 38.)

Cory of a Desrarcu from Earl Grey to the OrrFicer administering the
Government of NEWFOUNDLAND.

Sir, Downing Street, 6th November 1846.

AN Act passed by the Legislature of Newfoundland in the Monti of August
1816, intituled ¢ An Act to regulate the rebuilding of the Town of St. John’s,
and the Drainage and Sewerage of the same, and to repeal certain Acts therein
mentioned,” having been referred by the Queen in Council to the Lords of the
Committee of Privy Council for I'rade and Forcign Plantations, that Committee
have reported to Her Majesty in Council their Opinion that the said Act should
be left to its Operation,

I have the Honour to transmit to you herewith an Order of Her Majesty in
Council, dated 30th October, approving that Report.

I also transmit a Copy of a Letter received from the Secretary to the Master
General and Board of Ordnance, by which you will perceive that the Master
General and Board desire that a Provision should be added to this Act, with
special Reference to Ordnance Premises.

[ do not doubt that the Assembly will readily adopt the Suggestion of the
Master General and Board, and the more so, as it has not been made the Qccasion
of delaying the Queen’s Confirmation of the Act. 1 have, therefore, to desire
that you will take carly Steps to procure the passing of a Law for this Purposc.

I have, &c.
(Signed)  Grey.

Enclosure in No. 24.

Sir, ) Office of Ordnance, 30th October 1846.
Havivg *submitted to the Master General and Board of Ordnance your Letter, dated

the 22d instant, transmitting by Desire of Farl Grey a Copy of an Act No. 60. passed by
g Oy ) Py p Y

the Legislature of Newloundland on the 4th of August 1846, for the rebuilding of the

‘Town of St. John’s, and observing that the T'wenty-fifth Clause exacts that no Building
shall be erected to interfere with the ¢ Line of Fire from Fort William to Fort George -
towards the Harbour,” provided that the Persons so deprived of their Right of Building

_shall be compensated for their Loss by the Board of Ordunance. o
- I have the Honour, by the Master General and Board’s Commands, to acquaint you, - .
for his Lordship’s Information, that the Locality named Fort George is not identified in " .
‘the Plans in this Office, but they are not aware of any Objection to what is proposed to
be enacted. ' The Master General and Board. beg, however, to suggest that there should -

be a Clause to prevent any Interference with the Boundaries of, or thé Communications

defrayed out of the local I'unds referred to in the Eleventh and T'welfth Clauses, - - -
L ‘ ‘ : I have, &ec. :

Jas."Stephen,‘YEsq.‘A,‘A , o A (Signed) - R. BYllA.'.d.:w".»:"g“‘,

&C. &c' e

leading to, any Ordnance Premises without the Permission in Writing of the Mnsu'gr%“"
General and Board, and that all Expenses attendant thercon, if- required, should be:-:

i
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No. 25. NEWFOUNDLAND. .
(No.G8.)
Cory of a Desparcu from Governor Sir J. Harvey, K.C.B,, to Earl Grey. Glgx?érgrf&r
Newfoundland, Government House, St. John's, Sir J. Harvey

My Lord, 16th August 1846. to
Herewitn I have the Honour to transmit the Copy of a Resolution of  Earl Grey,
Thanks to Her Majesty’s Government, adopted at a General Meeting of the 16th August 1846
Inhabitants of this City for its munificent Donation of 30,0001 for the Relief
of those who have been rendered destitute by the Effects of the late awful
and calamitous Conflagration. A similar Address would have proceeded from

the General Assembly had the Mail Packet arrived one Day sooner.
I have, &c.
(Signed)  J. Hamrvey.

- 7 ” r .
Enclosure in No. 25. Enclosure in

Cory of a Resolution proposed at a public Meeting of the Citizens of St. John’s, and held No. 25.
in the Commercial Room on the 7th instant. -

Proposed by the Honourable Judge Desbarres and seconded by the Honourable
William Thomas,—

That the Inhabitants of St.John’s are deeply sensible of the liberal Aid afforded to
them by Her Majesty’s Government, and that his Excellency the Governor be respectfully
requested to convey to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies their
heartfelt Gratitude for the munificent Grant of 30,0004 ‘

No. 26.
(No. 69.) '
Copy of a Despatcu from Governor Sir J. Harvey, K.C. B., to Earl Grey. No. 26.
Newfoundland, Government House, St. John's, Si? ;j’g:gey '

My Lord, 18th August 1846, to
Havine selected Lieutenant R. Carter, a Native of this Island (in which his  ¥arl Grey,
Tather held the Office of Judge of the Admiralty Court to the Period of his 18th August 1846.
Death), a Member of the General Assembly, and who also holds the Rank
and receives the Half Pay of a Licutenant in the Royal Navy, as a highly fit
and proper Person to whom to entrust the Execution of the very important
Duties of ‘¢ Supervisor ” for superintending the rebuilding of the burnt Part
of this City, and to which Office a Salary of 300l per Annum is attached,
but which, depending upon future Assessments and including Heads of
Expenditure by which it may possibly be reduced considerably below that
Amount, I cannot safely assume as above 250., I have the Honour to
request that your Lordship will be pleased to move the Lords Commissioners
of the Admiralty to cause a Notification to be wnade to Mr. Carter of their
Lordships Consent to his Performance for the Term of Five Years, if the
Necessity for them should continue so long, of the Duties attached to the
Office to which I have adverted, without Prejudice to the Receipt by him of
the Half Pay which he at present receives, and which I understand to be
103!, per Annum, considerably more than One Third of the Salary of

Supervisor. | S | |

, 1 have, &c.
(Signed)  J. Harvey.

No. 217. No. 27
3 (No. 29.) ‘ e S ‘ Ear(;’Gr;:y
~ - Copry of a Desratcu from Earl Grey to the Orricer administering the to
PR " Government of NEWFOUNDLAND. . S the Officer:!
- he ; L ) administering the
Sir, , Downing Strect, 12th October 1846. Government

T uave received Sir John Harvey’s Despatch, No. 69., of the 18th- August, of Newfoundland,
 reporting that he. had selected Lieutenant R. Carter of the Royal Navy for 12th Qct. 1846,

C (41) R
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the Appointment of Supervisor to superintend the rebuilding of the burnt
Part of the City of St. John’s Newfoundland. Having referred this Despatch
to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, their Lordships have apprized
me that Orders have been given for Lieutenant Carter to be allowed his Half
Pay apon his making the usual Declaration.
I have, &c.
(Signed) Grey.

No. 28.

(No.70.)

Cory of a Despatcn from Governor Sir Jonx Harvey, K.C.B., to Earl Grey.
Newfoundland, Government House, Saint John's,
I\Iy Lord, 18th August 184G,

Havixe, with reference to your Lordship's Despatch, No. 1. of the 18th ultimo,
given my anxious Consideration to the very important Subject of endeavouring
to ensure the due Application of the Funds so munificently placed at my
Disposal, “to the Service of those who have been rendered destitute (or
severc Sufferers) by the Consequences of the late calamitous Fire,” 1 have
now the Honour to place before you and to invite your Lordship’s Attention to
a Memorandum which I yesterday addressed to the Chairman of the General
Relief Committee, apprizing him of my Ideas, Wishes, and Intentions on this
Subject, and which I do not entertain any Doubt will be readily acquiesced in
by that Body.

With a Machinery thus constituted, the ultimate Operations of which, it will
be perceived, are made to depend wholly upon the Governor and Council,
I shall be enabled to quit the Colony under the satisfactory Conviction that,
with an ordinary Degree of Supervision on the Part of the Executive Govern-
ment, no serious Maladministration of those Funds can occur.

As the Members of the Commission will be nominated To-morrow, and their
Operations be immediately commenced, they will have begun them before [
quit the Colony, which 1 expect to do on this Day Weck, supposing Mr. Crowdy
to arrive by the Packet now expected.

1 have, &c.
(Signed) J. Harvey.

P.8.—TIt will be seen that T have calculated the Expense of administering this
Fund of 30,0001 at Two and a Half per Cent., and 1 trust your Lordship
will be of opinion that I have made as economical an Arrangement as was
practicable, consistently with the Object which I had in view, of enlisting
the earnest Endeavours of the Members of the Commission in the Cause.

Two and a Half per Cent. on 30,0004 is 750/. Four Commissioners at
100/, with a Chairman and Two Secrctaries at 150/ each, equals 7004,
leaving 501. for contingent Ixpenscs. L

N.B.—The Reasons why I have found it necessary to resort to a paid Commis-
sion are, that the unpaid Committees had gradually relaxed their Exertions,
(their whole Time and Attention being naturally engrossed by their own
private Concerns,) so as at length to have devolved the Management of all
their Relief Operations upon One irresponsible because unpaid Individual,
and thereby to have given Cause for much Dissatisfaction, which I do
not doubt that the Commission, as now constituted, will speedily remove,
the small Amount of Stipend attached by me to their Offices rendering
them as far de fuclo responsible asis in the Power of the Government to
make them. ‘ oL S

' CJUIL

“Enclosurc in No. 28, " .

Memoraxpua for the Chairman of the Genemerelicf Committee, and also to serve us.
" Instructions for the pecuniary Relief Commissioners. C

Froy both_the Letter and Spnlt as well of the Despatch of the Right Hono'umble.thev
Secretary of State arnouncing the iunificent Donation of 30,000% by which 1 am required
to take effectual Means for securing its due “Application to the Service of the Porsonslwho
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have been rendered destitute by the late calamitous Fire, as those from the Governor
General and the Lieutenant Governors of the neighbouring Colonies, it is sufficiently
apparent that the contemplated Recipients are to be sought, not among the higher and more
wealthy Sufferers, but among those who have been reduced to severe Distress or entire
Destitution. In aid of such of the former Class as may need it, Application has been made
to Her Majesty’s Government for a Loan to the Colony to such an Amount as may enable
the Local Government to make Advances, secured upon the Property itself, in aid of the
Reconstruction of Honses, &c. of uninflammable Materials; beyond this, it appears to me
that it would be a3 uncalled for to offer public Relief to that Class, as to expect them to
accept it.

In order, thercfore, to effect the great Object of so administering the Funds which have
been so munificently contributed, as to accord with the Intentions of the Donors and: afford
general Satisfaction, I propose to appoint a Board of Commissioners for the Purpose of
aiding and assisting me in the Administration of the Funds which have been received by
me from Her Majesty’s Government and other Sources for the Relief of those who have
been reduced to severe Distress by the late Fire, of which Two Members may be recom-
mended by the Chairman and Board of the Relief Committee, the Three others, with the
Secretary, being appointed by me.

2d. The Duty of this Board will be to receive and strictly to inquire into the Merits of
all Applications for pecuniary Aid, and, after due Consideration, to recommend not only
the Amount of Relief proper to be afforded but the Mode of that Relief, that is, whether
by Loan or Donation. :

3d. The Board so constituted will immediately proceed to provide itself with a suitable
Office, in which there should be a separate Room with a separate Access, exclusive of the
Board or Office Room, but communicating with it.

4th. To the Door of the Board Room should be affixed a ¢ Receiving Box,” which will
remain open for the Reception of Letters until Ten o’Clock in the Morning on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Iridays, at which Hour it will be closed by the Secretary in
order to afford the necessary Time for him to examine and arrange (alphabetically) the
Contents of the ¢ Recciver” previous to the daily Meeting of the Board at Twelve o’Clock.

Sth. When assembled, the Board will apply itself to the Cousideration of the several
Claims, and will adopt such Measures as it may deem best adapted for obtaining a thorough
Knowledge of the Merits of each Case, whether by personal Visits to the Parties, or by
requiring their Attendance at the private or public Oflice,

Gth. The Out-door Inquiries to be conducted at the Discretion of the Board, whether
singly by the Members or by Sub-Committees, as may be most convenient.

7th. In all Discussions at the Board the Secretary is permitted and invited to take a

’art, but not in voting.

8th. At the rising of the Board each Day the * Receiver” to be again opened for the
Reception of Applications, and in like Manuer closed at Ten o’Clock the following
Morning, but during the whole of Saturdays, Sundays, and Mondays it will remain closed.

9th, On cach Saturday before the Meeting of the Board the Secretary will be prepared
with a Précis of all the Applications of the past Week, which, after the Results of the
Investigation shall have been compared, and the Merits of each Application duly delibe-
rated upon, will be cmbodied by the Sceretary in a ¢ Weekly Report,” addressed to the
Governor or Officer administrating the Governinent, but to be forwarded by the Chairman
of the Board of Commissioners to the Chairman of the General Relief Committee at its
weckly Meeting on Monday, by whom it is to be transmitted, with any Observations,
Suggestions, or Recommendations which that Body may wish to offer, to the Secreiary of
the Colony, to be by him laid before the Governor at or before T'welve o’Clock every
Tuesday, by whom it will be taken into immediate Consideration (who will consult the
Members of Her Majesty's Council upon it, i’ he should deem it necessary to do so), so that
no unnecessary Delay will occur on his Part in the Issue of his Warrants for such Sums as
may be approved by him, whether as Donations or Loans. ‘ :

10th. As in the present Relief Committee that Class of Persons is not fully represented
on whom the Losses sustained by the late Fire have fallen with the greatest Severity, 1
should approve of the Addition to such existing Committee of those Gentlemen whose
Names will be found in the accompanying List. , R a

11th. It will be seen from the foregoing Outline that the Duties, in-door and out-door,
to be performed by the Members of this Committee will occupy much- of their Time

_and’ Attention, especially ‘will they be onerous upon the Secretary, whose Qualifications

. must include, not only Quickness, Method, Arrangement, and Classification, but also the .

-+ Capability of expressing himself on Paper, so as to present the weckly and all other
" Reports of the Board in a clear and foszible Shape. - T

12th. Animated, as I am' sure all concerned will be by a disinterested Desire to make
. their Services uscful in this Cause of Charity and Benevolence, I must nevertheless require,
“as the Condition of the Acceptance by me of Services at this Board, that its Members
- shall consent to receive the Sum of 100/, Sterling each per Aunum, with an Addition of
.50 each to the Chairman -and Secretary, exclusive. of a reasonable Allowance to the
~ latter for Office Rent, Printing, Stationery, and other incidental'Expenses. =~~~
- 13th. I would express my anxious Desire ‘that the -Operations of the Board may
commence so soon as a suitable Office can be procured, by due public Notice given.

(41.) ‘ ' IS ‘ |  l4th. It

NewrouxpLaxp.
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14th. It will be perceived that 1 have confined myself in the foregoing Scheme
altogether to the Subject of pecuniary Relief from Funds now at my Disposal.
The Distribution of Provisions and Clothing, and providing Shelter, &c., I regard as
within the more immediate Province of the General Relief Committee, with this Reser-
vation, however, that no Provisions, Clothing, or any other Description of Stores, con-
tributed by other Colonies or Communities (except so specified by the Contributors) be
sold or converted into Money without the previous Concurrence and Sanction of the
Governor or Ofticer administering the Government.

15th. I recommend that all Monies which are now or that may hereafter come into
possession of the Relief Committee should be thrown into one general Fund, by being
paid into the Military Chest or lodged in the Bank, for the express Object of meeting the
Wants of the Goverzor under the Arrangement now communicated.

16th. Finally, that as the Sum at present at the Disposal of the Government can
scarcely be said to exceed 25,0000, (it being my Intention to reserve 5,000L to meet future
unforeseen Contingencies and Demands), 1 should not therefore approve of the Relief,
whether by Loans or Donations, to be recommended, exceeding in any Case 1001

Government House,
17th August 1846.

Mgemoraxpua for the Chairman of the Relief Committee.

1ast of Names to be added to the Relief Committee.

Mr. Henry Winton.
Patrick L. ower.
Peter Duchemin.
2atrick Mallowney.
Alex. MtAuslan.
James Callen.
Richard Perchard.
‘I'he Honourable The Colonial Secretary.

» Patrick Morris.
”» ‘T'he Surveyor General.
» Walter Greene.

Dr. Kielley.

Dr. Carson.

Mr. Patrick Keogh.
Mr. J. H. Warren.
Mr. A. Shea.

Mz, Douglas.

No. 29.

(No. 4.)
Cory of a Desrarcu from Lieutenant Colonel Law, administering the
Government of Newfoundland, to Earl Grey.

Government House, Newfoundland,
My Lord, 8th Sept. 1846.

1 nave the Honour to acknowledge the Receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch
of the 18th ultimo, instructing me, if it should not interfere with Arrangements
already made, to reserve a Portion of the Grant of 30,000L for the Relief of the
destitute Poor, to be applied in the Re-crection of the official Buildings of the
Colony.

In ~1)'eply I beg to acquaint your Lordship, that previous to his Departure tor
Nova Scotia, Sir John  Harvey reserved 5,000/ of the 30,000L to meet any
unforescen Demands. . Of the remaining 25,000/ a considerable Sum has been
already- distributed,. or is in"course of Distribution amongst the Poor, but I
hope to be cunabled to add some Portion-of it to the 5,000/ already reserved, to
he made available in the Manner contemplated by your Lordship. EPTER

V - I bave, &e.. =
(Signed) - Rosert Law. -
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: NEWFOUNDLAND.
No. 30. T
(No. 20.)
Cory of a Despatcu from Earl Grey to the OrricEr administering the No. 30.
Government of NEWFOUNDLAND. Ea”they
(1]

Sir, ' . Downing Street, 8d September 1846 the Officer

I uave to acquaint you that Her Majesty has been pleased to issue Her dmivistering the

Royal Letters to the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, authorizing their 5, S:f,?{,‘;‘,‘,‘jﬁm

Graces to adopt proper Measures for promoting Subscriptions in their respective  3d Sept. 1846,
Provinces for the Relief of the Sufferers by the recent Fires at Saint John’s ——————
Newfoundland. Arrangements have been made at the Bank of England for

the Receipt of these Subscriptions, of which I shall have the Opportunity from

Time to I'ime of reporting to you the Amount collected.

I have, &c.
(Signed)  Grey.

No. 51.
Earl Grey
No. 3. o
(No. 22.) ‘ the Officer
.. administering the
Cory of a Despatcu from Earl Grey to the OFricer administering the Government
Government of NEWFOUNDLAND. ' of Newfoundland,

. Sd Sept.1846.
Sir, Downing Street, 3d September 1846.  —

Since my Despatch, No.17. of the 18th ultimo, I have been led to consider Page 31.
the best Mode of distributing those Funds which have been placed at your
Command by Her Majesty’s Government as well as by the Generosity of
several of the North American Colonies, and private Individuals.

I desire especially to call your Attention to the Subject, in order that the
Relief to be given may, whilst it meets pressing Cascs of urgent Distress by
immediate pecuniary Aid or Food, or both, be so administered as to confer
the largest Amount of permanent Benefit upon the Colony, and in the least
objectionable Manner. |

In order the more clearly to explain to you the Views I entertain I shall divide
the Sufferers by the late destructive [ire into Three Classes, and then consider
the respective Claims of each Class to Relief, and the best Mode of affording it.

1st. The superior Class of Merchants, in which 1 am informed there are
many Individuals whose Losses arc great, are, I imagine, either accustomed to
insure against the Risk of Iire or possess Resources of their own, which will
prevent probably any Application from any of this Body for Relief to the
Committee.

2d. The middle Class, comprehending those engaged in the Retail Trade,
Shopkeepers, and others, will, I have rveason to think, furnish the largest
Number of Applicants for Assistance, and which will require both Judgment
and Discrimination in the Administration of it. In this Class the Losses have
been cxtensive and keenly felt ; but it does not appear to me as a general Rule
that by the Aid of peciniary Assistance alone their Application for Relief
waould be best provided for; and further, if in rendering Assistance to this Class
it may be made serviceable to the Class below and to the Colony generally, it
becomes of great Importance to consider well the Mode of affording it. The.
great Injury inflicted upon this Class by the Fire has arisen from the Destruction
of their Houses ; and hence, if the Relief afforded be such as will cnable them
to commence' the rebuilding of their Dwellings at the earliest Period which the
Scason will permit, it will not ‘only directly meet this Source of Suffering and
Distress, but, by annexing the Conditions I propose, a Means of Employment
will be-provided forthe Labouring Population which also will tend to relieve
. the latter, frec from all the Oljections t temporary and charitable Donations.

* I am of opinion that, for the Purpose of rebuilding the Dwellings of ‘the -
- Ciass of which I am now speaking, it would be desirable to make the Sams
to be contributed. out of the Funds placed at your Disposal contingent upon

an ‘equal Amount being contributed by the Individuals applying for Assistance,
the Consent of the Parties being previously obtained to the Application of the
joint Sum thus appropriated to .the Reconstruction of the Dwellings of the
(41.) ‘r4 - Parties,
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Parties, with Materials to be determined upon by the Local Committee, under
the Advice of the Officer who will be appointed to assist the Committee.
By adopting this View the Relief Committee will not only secure the rebuild-
ing of the City with Materials calculated to resist such destructive Confla-
grations as of late have unhappily fallen to the Lot of the City of St. John’s,
but extensive Employment, and for a considerable Time, will be given, and at
the earliest possible Period, to the Labouring Population. With reference to
this Class, which has not, as I am informed, suffered so severely as that to which
I have just referred, 1 think the Relief that may be necessary may be given in
Money or Food, or both, including some Provision for their Shelter, if required,
during the Winter. T am happy to learn that generally they are well off, and
aided as they will be by the Employment thus to be provided, I hope and
believe their Sufferings may be in as great a Degree as possible mitigated.

By thus wisely economizing and applying the Fund as I have pointed out,
there will probably be a large Surplus which may be devoted to the Erection
of public Buildings, and thus still further incrcase the Means of employing the
Working Classes.

To assist in the Construction of these Buildings, to determine upon the
Plan, to select the Site, Her Majesty’s Government propose to send out an
Engineer Officer of Experience in the Construction of public Works and
Buildings.

It will be no Part of his Duty to interfere with the Plans of private Houses,
which (the Materials for their Reconstruction being decided on by the Com-
mittec) may be properly left to the Parties interested. But after conferring
with the Authorities of the Colony upon all the Details of the Buildings in
which public Business has to be transacted, this Officer will be empowered to
decide upon the Site, Materials, and the Plan finally to be adopted, for the
special Objects I have adverted to; and he will be instructed for this Purpose
to put himself into communication with the Officers of the principal Depart-
ments, and endeavour cordially to act in conjunction with their Advice and
Experience, subject to the Approbation of the Lieutenant Governor.

These Views, I trust, will be acceptable to the Relief Committee and those
for whom they act. They are dictated by a sincerc Desire to mitigate, as far
as practicable, the Distress and Suffering consequent upon the Calamity which
has befallen the City, and to attain that most desirable Object, the Recon-
struction of the City upon a Plan and with Materials calculated to prevent the
Recurrence of such a Calamity, and generally in the least injurious Manner, to
distribute that Fund which the Liberality of the Government, of the neigh-
bouring Colonies, and private Parties have contributed to the Relief of the
Sufterers from the recent Destruction of the City.

: I have, &c.
(Signed)  Grey.

No. 32.
(No. 24.)
Cory of a Desparcu from Earl Grey to the Orricer administering the
Government of NEWFOUNDLAXD.

Sir, ‘ Downing Street, 24th September 1846.

I nave to acquaint you, that Her Majesty’s Government have decided upon
devolving upon Major Robe, R.E., the Task of reconstructing the public
Buildings at St. John’s Newfoundland, instead of sending to that Country an
Officer of Engineers cspecially for that Duty. - You will therefore communicate

this Decision to Major Robe, though he will probably receive a similar Commu.
“nication from the Master General and Board of Ordnance; and you will direct

him to give his: immediate Attention to the Preparation of* Plans for the -
Buildings in question, in order that they may be submitted to Mr. Bruce on his
Arrival in the Colony. | b ' o ‘

“ ’ ' Ihave,&e.
. {Signed) . Geey.
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No. 38.
(No. 32.)

Cory of a Desparcu from Earl GrRey to the Orrickr administering the
Government of NEWFOUNDLAND.

Sir, Downing Street, 17th October 1846.

I uave to acknowledge the Receipt of a Despatch from Sir John Harvey
dated the 18th August, from Newfoundland, reporting his Proceedings in
regard to the Distribution of the Parliamentary Grant intended for the Relief
of the Sufferers by the late Fire at St. John’s. Adverting to the Fact, that
when Sir John Harvey wrote this Despatch, he was not in possession of my
Instruction to reserve a Portion of the Grant for the Purpose of rebuilding the
‘Town of St. John’s, and that he acted upon the only Instruction which he had
at that Time received from me on this Subject, I can have no Hesitation in
approving his Proceedings as now reported to me.

I have, &c.
(Signed)  Grey.

No. 34.
(No. 41.)

Cory of a Desratcu from Earl Grey to the Orricer administering the
Government of NEWFOUNDLAND.

Sir, Downing Street, 16th November 1846.

I HAVE to inform you that since my Despatch, No. 20. of 3d September, the
Lords Commissioners of the Treasury have communicated to me that Subscrip-
tions for the Relief of the Sufferers by the late Fire at §t. John’s Newfoundland,
amounting, on the 24th October inclusive, to 14,9171 14s. 6d., have been raised
and paid into the Bank of England, and that their Lordships have instructed
the Officer in charge of the Commissariat on that Station to hold that Sum at
your Disposal for the Purposes of the intended Relief. ,

I have, &c.
(Signed)  Ggrey.

No. 35.
(No.7.)
Cory of a Desratch from Lieutenant Colonel Law, administering the
Government of Newfoundland, to Earl Grey.

Government House, Newfoundland,
My Lord, . _10th September 1846.

AT the Request of the Lord Bishop and the other Subscribers thereto, ! have
the Honour to transmit to your Lordship the accompanying Memorial, addressed
to the Secretary of State for the Home Departwent.

The severe Loss sustained by the Protestant Episcopalians of this City in
the Destruction: of their principal Church, the Impossibility  of their finding
sufficient Funds for its rebuilding, and the strong Fact of all Monies raised under
the Queen’s Letter being contributed by Members of that Communion, induce
me most respectfully to entreat your Lordship’s favourable Consideration and
Recommendation of the Object songht in this Memorial. : s

: - ' e : I bave, &c. :
(Signed)  Rosert Law

" Enclosure in No. 85,

To the Right Honourable Sir Georgé Grey, Bart., M.P., Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary
Lo 7 of State for the Home Department, &c.
- .+ The Memorial of the Bishop of Newfoundland, and of the Rector, Churchwardens,
- and other Pn'rishipners of St. John’s, in the said Island;

. Humbly showeth, »

. That your Memorialists have learned, with Feelings of the decpest Gratitude, that Her
: Mnjes(ty th)e Queen has been graciously pleased to issue Her Royal Letter,. authorizing a
" 41. ' G , ‘

‘ Collection
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Collection in the Churches of the Establishment throughout England for the Relief of the
Distress occasioned by the calamitous Tire by which the greater Part of this City was
desolated on the 9th of June last.

That during that Conflagration the only Place of public Worship destroyed in the Town
was the Church of St. John the Baptist, which served as well for the Cathedral of the
Diocese of Newfoundland as for the Parish Church.

That the heavy Losses which have fallen on the Members of the Church of England
have through that Visitation precluded all Hope of the Church being restored by local
Contributions.

That the special Appeal made in England on this Behalf is necessarily prejudiced to a
considerable Extent by the Appeal made there simultancously on behalf of those who have
suffered temporal Loss by the Fire,

That the Collections to be made under the Authority of the Queen’s Letter will be
gathered wholly from Members of the Church of England, whilst a very large Majority of
those to whose Benefit they will be applied here will not be of that Communion.

All which Premises your Memorialists respectfully solicit you to take into your
favourable Consideration ; and, as in Duty bound, they will ever pray.
(Signed) Epwarp NEWFOUNDLAND,
Tnoyas F. H. Brioce, Rector.
Tuos. Row, C. Warden.
Wat, RenpeLL, J° C, Warden,
E. Bexyerr,
Geo. H. WiLsox j'.

No. 36.
(No.42.)

Cory of a Desparcu from Earl Grey to the Orricer administering the
Government of NEWFOUNDLAND.

Sir, Downing Street, 17th November 1846,

In pursuance of the Wish expressed in your Despatch, No. 7. of the 10th
September, I transmitted to the Secretary of State for the Home Department
the Petition addressed to him by the Bishop of Newfoundland, and by the
Rector, Churchwardens, and other Inhabitants of the Town of Saint John’s, on
the Subject of rebuilding the Parish Church, which has been destroyed by the
late I'ire, and I transmit to you for your Information a Copy of the Answer
which Sir George Grey has returned to me upon the Subjest. I also enclose
the Copy of a Correspondence which has passed between the Bishop of London
and myself in reference to the Appropriation of a Portion of the Fund raised
by the Subscriptions in consequence of the Queen’s Letter to the rebuilding of
this Church ; and I have to inform you that 1 entertain no Objection to a
limited Portion of the Fund being applied in the Manner desired by the Com-
mittee in London, at whose Request the Queen’s Letter was issued.

[ take this Opportunity of stating that if it be the Fact, as it is alleged to be,
that the Relief Committee by whom the Parliamentary Grant has been distri-
buted did not comprise amongst its Number any Member of the Church of
England, it would be scarcely consistent with the Respect due to the Esta-
blished Church to leave to a Committec so constituted the Distribution of
the Funds raised under the Queen’s Letter, and consequently it is to be pre-
sumed contributed entirely by Members of that Church. If] therefore, you

should find it expedient to entrust the Distribution of the Money thus raised to

the same Committee which was appointed for the Apportionment of the Parlia-
mentary Grant, you will take care to place upon 'it, in addition to its present
Members, Oue of” the Clergy of ‘the: Church. of “England or One of the
Churchwardens of the Parish. e T
' : I.am, &c. - S
~(Signed) . Grey.

-



AT SAINT JOHN'S NEWFOUNDLAND anp QUEBEC. 51

- Enclosure 1. in No. 36.

Sir, Whitchall, 9th November 1846.

1 am directed by Secretary Sir George Grey to acquaint you, for the Information of
Larl Grey, with reference to your Letter of the 15th ultimo transmitting the Copy of a
Despatch from the Officer administering the Government of Newfoundland, and of
a Memorial on the Subject of rebuilding the Church of Saint John the Baptist in the City
of Saint John’s, that it appears to Sir George Grey to be right that Means should be
adopted for securing the Application of a Portion of the Funds lately collected in pursuance
of the Queen’s Letter for the Relief of the Sufferers by Fire at Saint John’s Newfound-
land towards the rebuilding of the Church. It was intimated to Sir George Grey by the
Lord Mayor of the City of London on the Part of the Committee for the Collection of
Subscriptions for the Relief of the Sufferers, and at whose Request the Queen’s Letter was
issued, that the Committee would willingly concur in such an Appropriation of a Portion
of the Proceeds; and Sir George Grey has reason to believe that an Expectation that
such would be the Case was entertained by the Bishops and Clergy through whom the
Collections in pursuance of the Queen’s Letter were made. He therefore trusts that
Arrangements will be made by which the rebuilding of the Church may be included among
the Objects to which the Sum so collected will be applied. ! N

: am, &c.

Jas. Stephen, Esquire, - (Signed) S. M. Pamviers.

Colonial Office.

Enclosure 2. in No. 36.

My Lord, _ Fulham, 13th November 1846.

A suonr Time before the issuing of the Queen’s Letter, directing Collcctions to be made
for the Relief of the Sufferers in Saint John’s Newfoundland, I wrote to Sir George Grey,
stating my Opinion, which was that of the Clergy in general, that as the Money would
be collected exclusively from Members of the Church of England, a reasonable Proportion
of it ought to be applied to the rebuilding of the Parish Church of Saint John’s, the only
Place of Worship destroyed by the Iire, and that some mention of this might be very
properly made in the Queen’s Letter. S

Sir George Grey stated in reply, that no Alteration could be conveniently made in the
Form of the Queen’s Letter, but that the Arrangement suggested by me might be made
by the London Committee, with whom would rest the Appropriation of the Money collected
under the Authority of the Queen’s Letter; and that he would ‘communicate with the
Lord Mayor, as Chairman of that Committee, who would no doubt give me the Assurance
which I desired. S S I
. .Accordingly I received a Letter from. the Lord Mayor, assuring. me, on .the Part of
the Committee, that a considerable Portion of the Collection ,shoul& be applied as 1 had
suggested. , R

am now informed, that the London Committee will not be entrusted with the Appro-

priation of any Part of the Money so collected, but that it is' to be paid- over ‘to’ a Com-
mittee in’ Newfoundland, appointed by the Governor, not:One Member of which, as it is
stated, belongs to the Church of England, or of which, ‘at all events, a large Majority are
of other Communions; and that no Part of the Money .can be applied-to. the rebuilding
of the Church, S T T

If this should be the Case, I shall feel myself bound to protest in the, strongest Manner
against such an Arrangement, considering both the Equity of the Cuse and the Fact of
a distinct Pledge ha.viu% been given me by Sir George Grey, that it would "'be left to the
London Committee to determine what Part of .the Collection should be employed in the
Manner which I had suggested. =~ - . o 0 s E o

There is a very strong Feeling on' the Subject amongst the parochial Clergy, not a
few of whom have urged, as a Reason for increased Liberality on: the Part of their Parish-
ioners, the Necessity of providing for the rebuilding of the Parish Church of St, John's,
which will also be the Cathedral Church of the Diocese of Newfoundland, " ° ~ ="

I trust that your Lordship will be able to.give me 'such an Assurance on this Head
~as may remove the Anxiety occasioned to many others as well as mysell'by the Statement
" to which 1 have veferred. ST T e T e T

I ‘ ‘ v U Ihavey &ea L

“The Earl Gl‘e.\'," o (Signed)--C.'J. Loxnox;
& e S T e
o ~+ - Enclosure 3. in No. 6. o
. My Lord, o ‘ - Downing Street, 16th November 1846,

- I nave had the Honour of receiving your Lordship’s Letter of the 13th. My Attention
had already been called to the Subject to which it relutes by Sir G. Grey, and I had in
., consequence given Directions :for the Prepdration of a Despatch to the Officer adminis-
_ tering the Government of Newfoundland, directing him to apply a Portion of the Money
(41.) o - Ge " raised
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raised by the Collection which was made in consequence of the Queen’s Letter to the
rebuilding of the Cathedral Church of St. John’s,

With this Despatch, which will be sent by the next Mail, I will forward a Copy of your
Lordship’s Letter to the Officer administering the Government, in order that he way be
fully aware of what appear to be the Wishes of many of the Persons by whom this Money
was given, as to the Use to be made of it.

: have, &e.
The Right Hon. and Right Rev. (Sigfw:,‘“‘)""” e .

The Lord Bishop of London.

No. 37.

(No. 13.) '
Copy of a Desrarcn from Lieutenant Colonel Law, administering the
Government of Newfoundland, to Earl Grey.

Government House, Newfoundland,
My Lord, 25th September 1846.
I uave the Honour to acknowledge the Reccipt of your Lordship’s Despatch,
No. 22. of the 8d instant, suggesting the Mode in which your Lordship deems

.it desirable that the Relief afforded by the Government Grant and by private

Subscriptions should be administered to the Sufferers by the late Iire in this
City; and in reply I would respectfully beg Permission to offer the following
Observations :

A considerable Part (upwards of 9,000 Sterling) of the Government Grant
has been already expended in the Relief of the Sufterers, under the Direction
of Two Bodies constituted by Sir John Harvey for this Service. The first,
selected for their Busincss Habits and their Knowledge generally of this Com-
munity, consists of Five Members and a Secretary, who sit every Day to receive
Applications, and who, on due and full Inquiry, award to each Applicant such
an Amount as the Circumstances of his Case and the Funds at their Disposal
will in the Opinion of these Commissioners justify. These Awards are sub-
mitted once a Week to a Committee of Relief, consisting of Forty Members,
chosen from various Classes, and are by them, after careful Examination, either
sanctioned or objected to ; they are then forwarded by this Committee to the
Governor, who cither of himself, or in Council, as he may deem necessary,
gives his Assent to them, and they are then paid. Your Lordship will see that
by this Course of Proceeding a rigid Scrutiny is instituted into every Case, and
the Result has been the LExtension of the larger Amount of Relief to those
Cases coming under No. 2. of your Lordship’s Classification.

‘This Systemy, as now in operation, could not without great Complaint be
interfered with., It is, I think, the best that could be devised; and I would,
with the utmost Deference, express my Opiniou, that the Plan suggested by
your Lordship of Relief being in some Instances made contingent on an equal
Amount being contributed by Individuals applying for Assistance, the whole
Sum to be employed in the Reconstruction of the Dwellings of the Parties
with such Materials as may be prescribed by the Committee, although very
good in ‘Theory, is guite unsuited to our Circumstances. The great Point, us
respects the Recipients of Relief, is an early and prompt Distribution of the
Funds to assist them in erecting Houses before our inclement Winter comes on ;
but with the Exception of the Two principal Streets, in which, in accordance
with the Provisions of the Building Act now under the Consideration of the
Government, the Houses must be built. of Stone, the Buildings will be
altogether, or nearly so, of Wood. :

‘The lower Classes, and especially the Mechanics, have at this Period abun-
dant and profitable. Employment, but in consequence of many having been
deprived.of their Houses and Clothing, it has been necessary to give them the
latter as well ‘as Food and Moncy, and to have Shelter provided for them for
the Winter.. -~~~ ... e S

Lavail myself of this Occasion respectfully to urge on your Lordship the
Necessity of an early Signification of Her Majesty’s Pleasure on the Act before
referred to, *“for regulating the rebuilding of the Town of Saint John's,” as
many Matters growing out of it require a speedy. Adjustment. - .= -

. o oo Thave, &c. -
. (Signed) : RoberT Law.
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No. 38. o
(No. 34.) - ,
Cory of a Despatcu from Earl Grey to the Orricer administering the
Government of NEwFouNDLAND. :

Sir, Downing Street, 27th October 1846,

I nave received your Despatch, No.13. of the 25th September, on the
Subject of the Distribution of the Parliamentary Grant for the Relief of the
Inhabitants of Saint John’s Newfoundland.

I am aware that Sir John Harvey had appointed the Committee (of whose
Proceedings you now furnish me with an Account) previously to the Receipt of
my Instructions of the 3d September explaining the Mode which appeared to
me to be the best calculated for affording immediate and substantial Benefit to
the Inhabitants of St. John’s. I am not, therefore, surprised to learn that, a
considerable Part of the Grant having been already expended in the Relief
of the Sufferers, under the Direction of Two Committees constituted by Sir
John Harvey for this Service upon a System which you describe to me;
this System of Relief, as it is actually in operation, could not now be interfered
with without occasioning great Dissatisfaction. Such being the Case, although
I must confess that I am not satisfied that the Plan on which the Com-
mittee is now acting is in_itself the best that could have been adopted, and
although I retain the Opinion I have already expressed, that the Grant which
has been made for the Relief of the Inhabitants of St. John’s would have been
productive of greater permanent Benefit if so applied as to secure the Recon-
struction of the Town in a solid and durable Manner, still I am not prepared
to overrule the Proceedings of the local Authorities, who ought to be the best
Judges upon such a Subject. It is right, however, that I should remind you
that if this Opportunity of rebuilding the Town in a more solid Manner is not
taken advantage of, and if it should be determined to reconstruct it of perish-
able Materials, it cannot be expected, in the event of another Fire, that the
same liberal Assistance which has:been granted by the Parliament of this
Country will be again afforded. o S

Adverting to your Wish, that Her Majesty’s Decision upon the Act regu-
lating the rebuilding of the Town of St. John’s should be signified without
Delay, I have te inform you that Her Mujesty was pleased, on the 80th ultimo,
to leave the Act in question to its Operation.” - R R

U . Thave, &c.
©* (Signed) ' Grey.

Cory of a LETTER from the Lord Bishop of NEWFOUNDLAND to ‘Ei‘\r’l GrEy.

My Lord, ‘ . Exeter College, Oxford, 24tk November 1846.
I nave the Honour to inform your Lordship that it is my Wish and Intention
to return to Newfoundland by the Steamer on the 4th of next Month, vii
Halifax, if I can by that Time arrange the Business which brought' me to
Cngland. L e A S
But I cannot fix on a Pln, or engage a Builder, for the new Charch in

i

N EWFOUNDLAXND.

No. 38.
Earl Grey
to

the Officer
administering the

Government
of Newloundland,
27th Oct. 1846.

No. 89.

The Lord Bishop
. of Newtoundland
to
-~ Earl Grey,
24th Nov. 1846.

St. John’s, until I know what Portion of the 'Monics collected uqder the

Authority of the Queen’s Letter will be placed at ‘our Disposal. -

Your Lordship is, I: presume, aware that-the Episcopal Churchi‘was ihié only
Place of public Worship destroyed in the late’' Conflagration; and that'the Com-

‘mittee of Gentlemen who petitioned for the Queen’s Letter distiiictly named
in their. Petition the Restoration of this Church as‘'one of the Objects contem-
plated and to be provided for. Scveral of the Bishops applied to Secretary

Sir George Grey for Information and :Satisfaction on " this Joint’, (whether, I
mean, the Church would be rebuilt from the' Funds 5o’ to*be collected s 'who by

-----

“him were referred to the late Lord Mayor, as Chairman of-the Committes, who

“had applied for and obtained-the Queen's Letter. - The Lord "Mayor ‘in‘reply
‘informed them that the Committee had included this Object in their Petition to
.Her Majesty, and that it was their Intention that Two Thirds cr Three Fourths

- of the Amount collected should be.devoted -to-that-Purgose: . This was sup..

(41.) : GS8
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posed, through Sir George Grey’s Reference, to be authoritative and conclusive.
Some of the Bishops informed their Clergy to this cffect, who again urged the
Consideration on their Congregations, and much larger Alms in many Parishes
were received in consequence. The Wish of the Relief Committee is still as
stated above, and as declared by the Lord Mayor on their Behalf. 1 can
venture to add that such an Appropriation will be in accordance with the
Expectations of the Inhabitants generally of St. John’s.

A very large Sum of Money will be required to build the plainest Church
of Stone.

As 1 cannot arrange my Plans to leave England before I am certified in this
Matter, and am very anxious not to make unnecesszvy Delay, may I ask your
Lordship to allow me the Honour of an Interview for Information on this
Point and several others of Importance, either on Wednesday or Thursday.

I have, &c.
(Signed)  Epwarp NEWFOUNDLAND.

No. 40.
Cory of & LeTTER from Earl Grey to the Lord Bishop of NewrounprLaxD.

My L(m], Downing Street, 26th November 1846.

I nave the Monour to acknowledge the Receipt of your Lordship’s Letter
of the 24th ins 1t, and to acquaint you, in answer, that it is not in my Power,
from the Infornietion which can be obtained in this Country, to determine
what Proportion of the Sum raised by the Collection made 1 virtue of the
Queen’s Letter should be applied in rebuilding the Church of St. John in
Newfoundland ; this must depend upon the Nature and Extent of other
Demands upon the Tund of which the local Authorities have alone the
Means of judging. '

1 have, however, instructed the acting Governor of the Colony to apply a
Portion of the Fund to this Object, and 1 regret that it is not in my Power to
do more.

I have, &ec.
(Signed)  Grey.

P.8.—1 enclose the Information re.pecting .thc Amoun_t of the Collection
made under the Queen’s Let/-  for which after this Letter had been
written your Lordship applied to me,

Amount alveady placed at the Governor’s Disposal - - £14917 14 6
Subsequently paid into the Bank of England - - 11486 8 9

£26,353 18 3

No. 41.
(No. 40.)
Cory of'a Desparcu from Larl Grey to the OrriceEr administering the
Government of NEWFOUNDLAND.

Sir, Downing Street, 3d December 1846,

I rraxsymiT for your Information the enclosed Copy of a Letter from the
Bishop of Newfoundland, together with a Copy of the Answer I have returned
to it, on the Subject of the Appropriation, to the rebuilding of St. John’s
Church, of that Portion of the Sum collected by virtue of the Queen’s Letter,
which has been paid into the Bank of England since the Date of my Despatch,
No. 41. of the 16Gth of November. '

I take this Opportunity of informing you that the Lords Commissioners
of the Treasury have apprized me, that they have instructed the Officer in charge
of the Commissariat on the Station to hold the further Sum of 11,486/, Ss. 9d.
at your Disposal, for the Purposes of the intended Relief.

‘ A -~ I have, &c. :
. (Signed)  Gurey. .
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Enclosure 1. in No. 41.

My Lord, 79, Pall Mall, 30th November 1846.
I uave the Honour to acknowledge the Receipt of your Lordship’s Letter of the 26th
instant, which followed me into the Country. e '

1 trust 1 may be allowed to hope, and to ask, that that Portion of the Collection made
under the Authority of the Queen’s Letter now remaining in England may be devoted to
the rebuilding of the Episcopal Church iu St. John's, ‘

This Division will not answer the Assurance which the late Lord Mayor, as Chairman
of the Relief Committee, was allowed to give the Bishops; nor will it enable us to build
such a Church as we had hoped and intenged; but with the Assistance of private Subserip-
tions we may increase the Amount to 15,000L or 16,000Z, which would only complete such
a Church as in England would cost 11,000L or 12,000L If the Remainder be assigned to
Church Purposes, we should be glad that the whole Sum forwarded to St. John’s should be
applied to the general Relief of the suffering Poor in temporal Things. It will not be
forgotten that the Members of the Church of England in St. John’s are the only Parties
suffering in their religious Concerns through the Fire, and that the Money collected under
the Authority of the Queen’s Letter was obtained almost exclusively from Members of the
Church; they also having otherwise contributed to the general Fund.

Your Lordship will, I doubt not, provide that no more of the Money leaves the Country
without your Lordship’s Knowledge and Approval,

The Earl Grey, 1 have, &ec.
&e. &e. (Signed)  Ep. NEwrFouxbLAND.

Enclosure 2. in No. 41.

My Lord, Downing Street, 3d December 1846.

I nave the Honour to acknowledge ths Receipt of your Letter of the 30th ultimo,
expressing your Hope that that Portion of the Collections made under the Authority of
the Queen’s Letter now remaining in. this Country may be appropriated to the rebuilding
of the Episcopal Church in St. John% Newfoundland. '

In reply 1 have to acquaint your Lordship that I am not prepured, without further
Information as to the Extent to which Distress may be felt in Newfoundland, to give any
positive Instructions to the acting Governor ‘as to the Application of this Money to the
rebuilding of St.Johr’s Church, though I shall be glad to find that it can be so appro~
priated without Xnconvenience.
N 1 have, &ec.

- The Right Rev. ‘.
The Lord Bishop gf Newfoundland. _ (Sn;ned) Grav.

NO.‘ 420

Cory of a LETTER from the Lord Bishop of NEWFbUNDLAND to Earl Grev.

My Lord, ‘ 26, Bury Strect, 4th December 1846.

I nave the Honour to acknowledge the Receipt of your Lordship’s Letter
of the 8d instant, in which your Lordship states, that, without further Infor-
mation as to the Extent to which Distress may be felt in Newfoundland, you
are not l)repared to give any positive Instructions to the acting Governor as to
the Application of this Money (that Portion of the Collections made under
Authority of the Queen’s Letter now remaining in this Country) to the re-
building of Saint John’s Church. )

I am most unwilling to be or appear importunate and troublesome, especially
after the kind Manner in which your Lordship -has noticed my former Appli-
cations. But as my Letters from St. John’s seem to supply  the required, and
I trust sufficient, Information, and which, though it cannot be regarded as

Enclosure 1. in
No. 41.- -

——

Enclosure 4. in
No. 41.

No. 42,
The Lord Bisho
of Newfoundian
to
Earl Grey,
4th Dee. 1846,

official, may I think be relied on as correct, I venture to trouble :your Lord- -

ship with some Extracts. It is right to add that .my Correspondent is a
Clergyman, and a Member of the Relief Committee, but as he never intended
or expected that his Information would meet any Eye but mine, it could not
- be framed to persuade, or with any Object but simply to narrate Facts.\' He
- says, * Our Labours are nearly at an end. To-day.we went through the last
- Précis of the Commissioners. ‘The Sum expended in Awards for Compensation
- ‘amounts to about 82,000/. Currency. In meeting which Half the Government

(41.) ' . G4 | Grant
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Grant of 30,000/. has been expended, and about 14,000/ of private Subscrip-
tions, Of these latter there is a Balance in hand of about 5,000/, The
Question now to be settled is, FVhat is to be done with the Surplus? 1t is
generally considered that the unexpended Residue of private Subscriptions will
be more than cnough to satisfy the Claims of those who are entitled to a
further Instalment. The Government, both jccal and home, intend, I believe,
to appropriate the remaining Moiety of the Imperial Grant (which has just
arrived in hard Sovercigns) to the Restoration of Official Buildings. “Then
comes the Question, What is to be done with the Queen’s Letter Collections #”

I do not like to trouble your Lordship with further Extracts, though there
are several other Matters 1 should be glad to bring under your Notice. The
above Extract is verbatim from the Letter, and it scems to show that (inde-
pendently of the 14,0000 and upwards sent, as your Lordship informed me, from
the Queen’s Letter Fund,) there are Two Sums of 15,000l and 5,000.. (the
former the Moiety of the Government Grant, and the latter the Surplus ot
private Subscriptions,) actually in Saint Johu’s ; making in all nearly 35,000l
unemployed, and almost it would scem uncalled-for. My Triend thinks,
“with many others, that if any additional large Sum be appropriated to the
Sufferers by the I'ire, it will do more Harm than Good.” He gives Reasons
which 1 am unwilling to quote. 1 cannot but hope, therefore, that your Lord-
ship will find and grant (as you have Kindly expressed a Wish might be the
Case) that the whole Residue of the Queen’s Letter Fund now remaining in
this Country may be appropriated without Inconvenience to the rebuilding of
our Church.

I would respectfully ask whether there is any Necessity of putting the
Monies collected through the Queen’s Letter into the acting Governor’s
Hands? I would humbly suggest that the Government at home might more
conveniently direct the Application, and prescribe the Guarantees or Certifi-
cates, if it might not be put under my Control. 1 allude, of course, to the
Residue reserved for rebuilding the Church.

I have, &ec.
Epwp. NEWFOUNDLAND.,

No. 43.

Cory of a LerTER from Earl Guey to the Lord Bishop of NEwrFouNDLAND.

My Lord, Downing Street, 15th December 1846,

I nave to acknowledge the Receipt of your Lordship’s Letter of the 4th
instant, on the Subject of the Appropriation of the remaining Portion of the
Collections made under the Autﬁority of the Queen’s Letter. It will not be
in my Power, in compliance with the Request contained in that Letter, to
issue any Directions respecting the Appropriation of these Funds until I shall
be in possession of the Report which 1 am expecting on the Subject from the
Officer administering the Government of Newfoundland.

I have, &c.
(Signed)  Grey.

No. 44.
(No. 25.)
Cory of a DespaTch from Lieutenant Colonel Law, administering the
Government of Newfoundland, to Earl Grey.

: Government House, Newfoundlund,
My Lord, 26th November 1846.

Tne Assistant Commissary General in charge on this Station having
apprized me that he had received from the Lords of the Treasury Authority to
draw for a Sum of 14,917. 14s, 6d., which has been paid into the Bank of
England on account of the Collection under the Queen’s Letter for the
Sufferers by the Fire of the 9th June, I deem it my Duty to bring under your
Lordship’s Consideration some Circumstances connected with the Funds derived
from the Government, and from other Sources, for the same Object. |

. .7 Concurring -
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Concurring strongly in your Lordship’s View of the Advantage to be derived
from a Portion of the Government Grant being reserved for the Re-erection of
official Buildings, or other public Purpose connected with the general Interests
of the Colony, I have, since the Receipt of your Lordshi{)’s Despatch of
18th August, No. 17., taken every Step which I thought likely to effect this
Object.

The Commissioners appointed by Sir John Harvey entertained, after rigid
Scrutiny, upwards of 2,000 Cases, which, after being subjected to Examination
by the Relief Committee, were relieved to the Extent recommended by those
Two Bodies—the maximum Allowance being 500

The whole Amount expended on these Cases was nearly 32,000l Currency,
leaving of the Grants in the Hands of the Local Government abeout 15,000L
Sterling, and in those of the Relief Committee about 10,000/. Currency. Ata
recent Meeting of this Body, comprising in itself many Recipients and many
Expectants of some of the Money received from the Government and from
Individuals, it was determined that the Commissioners should again go over
all the Cases previously relieved and award additional Sums, so as to make an
Allowance of 15 per Cent. to all Persons who had sustained a less Loss than
500l, and 10 per Cent. to the Sufferers beyond that Amount,—the Extent in
no Case to exceed SO0/

As it is contemplated that this is to be paid out of Government as well as

rivate Funds, and as Sir John Harvey, on appeinting the Commissioners,
.{;mited their Grants to 100/, I purpose, to avoid mixing up the Government
in this Transaction, to put an end to the Commission; but as the Commis-
sioners will still form a Part of the general Relief Committee, they can give
the same Assistance in that Capacity as they could do as Commissioners in
appropriating the Money at the Disposal of the Committee, with which

ppropriation it is not my Intention to interfere. :

My Object in laying before your Lordship this Statement of existing Circum-
stances is to request that your Lordship will give an absolute Direction that
the 15,000/ Sterling remaining of the Government Money be retained to
await your Lordship’s final Instructions. I am induced to request your Lord-
ship will assume this Duty, for the following Reasons, which in my Opinion
would make it a very difficult Task for the Head of the Local Government.

The natural Anxiety of the unfortunate Sufferers by the late Fire to obtain
Relief, has, under the Influence of the liberal Aid afforded to us, grown into a
Demand, the Tendency of which appears to be of a demoralizing Character.
An Idea is very generally prevalent that as long as any Money remains of

ublic or private Grants, the Sufferers, whether in Poverty or not, have a
ight to it; and this has led many to’' be Applicants who in the first .instance
dici’r not think of it. S

The Consequence is that those who have been relieved yet look for more ;
and those who have not yet received, but think they have a Right to do so,
form a most powerful Combination, comprising a large Portion of the Inhabitants
of St. John’s. 4 S o o N

The Merchants, and others of the better Classes, would I believe, with a few
Exceptions, be glad if a Portion of the Grant were reserved for public Purposes.
Our pecuniary Prospects are of a very painful Character; the fearful Distress
in the Out-ports of the Colony will absorb a large Sum of Money, and the
Revenue for the Quarter ending in October, notwithstanding the Necessity of
replacing many Articles liable to Duty which were burnt, fell considerably short
of that of the corresponding Quarter of the previous Year. So that we have
the Colony suffering most severely, and ;the Relief' Fund, with:its- present and
prospective Receipts, most flourishing. - - .- . ...

Under these Circumstances 1 trust that I may receive from your Lordship
the Direction that I retain the Balunce of the Government Grant now in the
Commissariat Chest to await.your Lordship’s further Instructions.. -

‘ . o Ihave, &e,
b ‘ - -+ (Signed)  Rosert Law.

(4L) | H

NEWFOUNDLAND,
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No. 45.
(No. 55.)
Cory of a Desparcen from Earl Grey to the Orricer administering the
Government of NEWFOUNDLAND.
Str, Downing Street, 23d December 1546,

I nave received your Despatch, No. 25. of the 26th November, bringing under
my Notice the State of the Funds for the Relief of the Sufferers by the Fire at
St. Johw’s Newfoundland, at present in the Hands of the local Government
and in those of the Relief Committee.

Under the Circumstances stated by you, 1 feel no Difficulty in complying
with your Request, by authorizing you to retain in your Hands the remaining
Portion of the Government Fund, amounting to the Sum of 15,000/, until you
shall receive my final Instructions for its Appropriation.

I have, &c.

(Signed)  Grey.

No. 46.
Cory of a Lerter from the Lord Bishop of NewrounpLaxp to Earl Grey.
My Lord, 26, Bury Street, 17th December 1846.

I nave the Honour to communicate to your Lordship the following Intelli-
gence, received this Day from St. John’s Newfoundland, which seems of
Importance, as well generally as in reference to the particular Case on which
1 have had occasion to trouble your Lordship.

“"The Payment of an Instalment to those whose Losses exceed 5001 has been
determined on by the Relief Committee, at the same Rate of 10/ per Cent., at
which Sufferers from that Amount downwards have already been compensated.

“ And as some of those whose Losses are less than 500L are in great Diffi-
culties, it is intended to assist them further with not more than an additional 5/.
per Cent., the Maximum of Relicf to be 800/. The 104 per Cent. will consume
about 10,000/, and the Committee have at their Disposal upwards of 11,0000
of private Subscriptions. The second Instalment of 5. per Cent. or less to
Losers of 500L or less, will require about 4,000/ or 5,000l Currency ; so that
even of the Government Grant there will be a large Balance, exclusive of the
Queen’s Letter Collections.”

I carnestly hope the Despatches addressed officially to your Lordship may
be of a similar Nature, and enable your Lordship to appropriate the Sum for
rebuilding the Episcopal Church witinout Delay, that I may make the necessary
Arrangements before my Departure. :

I may be pardoned, I trust, in a Matter of so_much Importance to myself
and my Friends, if' 1 respectfully remind your Lordship that 'Two Objects
were mentioned in the Petition for the Queen’s Letter, viz., the Relief of the
Sufferers, and the rebuilding of the Episcopal Church ; the former of those
Objects has been provided for by the Remittance of nearly 15,0001 from the
Collections 3 surely the Residue ought in Reason und Justice to be applied to
the latter. It was the Wish of the Petitioners, and a Declaration was made
to the Clergy that a much larger Portion should be so applied.

1 have, &c.
(Signed)  Ep. NEWFOUNDLAND.

No. 47.
(No. 57.)
Cory of a Despatcn from Earl Grey to the Orricer administering the
Government of NEWFOUNDLAND. »
Sir, Downing Street, 25th December 1846.
Wirtn reference to my Despatch, No.55. of 23d instant, I transmit for
your Information and Guidance the Copy of a Letter I have addressed to the
Bishop of Newfoundland respecting the Appropriation of the Fund collected
under the Authority of the (gueen’s Letter for the Relief of the Sufferers by
the Iire at St.John’s ; and, in accordance with the Terms of that Letter, 1
have to authorize you. to reserve One Half of the total Amount of these
Collections, to be applied to the rebuilding of the Church of St.John.,
A - Thave, &c. -
~ - (Signed). © Grey.
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Enclosure in No. 47.

My Lord, Downing Street, 22d December 1846.
In reply to your Lordship’s Letter of the 17th instant, 1 have to acquaint you that I
have, by the last Mail, received a Despatch from the acting Governor of Newfoundland
to the same Effect as the Statement contained in your Letter, and that, under these
Circumstances, as I am aware that the Parties who applied for the Queen’s Letter did
mention the rebuilding of the Church of St. John as one of the Objects for which the
Collection was desired, and also that it was one particularly referred to by many Clergymen
in their Sermons preceding the Collection, I shall think it right to direct the Governor to
reserve for this Purpose One Half of the total Amount of the Collections.
I have, &e.
To the Right Rev. (Signed) GREY.
‘The Lord Bishop of Newfoundland.

No. 48.
(No. 27.)
Cory of a Desparcu from Lieut. Colonel Law, administering the Government
of Newfoundland, to Earl Grey.

Government House, Newfoundland,
My Lord, 10th December 1846.

I uave the Honour to acknowledge the Receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch
of the 17th November, No. 42., on the Subject of a Portion of the Funds raised
by the Subscriptions from the Queen’s Letter being appropriated to the re-
building of the Parish Church.

I have little Doubt that ncarly every disinterested Person in the Colony
would agree in the Propriety of such an Appropriation, but, for the Reasons
detailed in my Despatch to your Lordship, No. 25. of the 26th ultimo, I would
most respectfully beg leave to suggest that your Lordship should direct that a
certain Proportion of the Fund in question, cither One Third or One Fourth,
be devoted to the Reconstruction of the Church. ‘

Such a Proceeding on the Part of the Local Government might lead to Com-
plaint, whilst, as your Lordship’s Act, it would not, in my Opinion, meet with
any Objection. , N

With reference to the concluding Part of your Lordship’s Despatch, I beg to
state that the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of London is in error in stating
that there is not a Member of the Church of lngland on the Relief Committee,
as the Rector of the Parish and several of the principal Members of that Church
are on this Committee. ‘The Body to which his Lordship must have alluded
was the Board of Commissioners (consisting of Six) appointed by Sir John
Harvey, on which, I believe entirely by Accident, there was no Protestant
Episcopalian, but which Board has discharged its arduous Duties in such a

anner as to give general Satisfaction. |

I have, &c.
(Signed) ~ Rosert Law.

No. 49,

Cory of a LerTER from Earl Grey to the Lord Bishop of Loxvox.

My Lord, Downing Street, 8th January 1847,
Wrrn reference to the Letter which 1 had the Honour to receive from your
Lordship on - the 18ih of November last, relative to the Appropriation of a
Portion of the Funds collected under the Authority of the Queen’s Letter to
the rebuilding of the Church of St. John's Newfoundland, I transmit for your
Information an Extract from a Despatch which I have received from the Officer
administering the Government of that Colony, from which your Lordship will
perceive that the Rector of the Parish of St. John’s and several Members of
that Church are on the Relief Committee to whom the . Distribution of the
Funds in question is entrusted. - : L
: - 1 have, &c. -

(Signed)  Grey.

(41.) : ~ H
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No. 50.
(No.28.)
Copy of a Despartcu from Lieut. Colonel Law, administering the Government
of Newfoundland, to Earl Grey.

Government House, Newfoundland,
My Lord, 10th December 1846.

I nave the Honour to forward herewith to your Lordship a Copy of the
Speech  with which on the Ist instant 1 opened the Sixth Session of the
General Assembly of this Island, together with the Address of the House in
answer thereto, and my Reply.

I have, &c.
(Signed)  Robert Law.

(Extract.) Enclosure in No, 50.

Sreect of his Honour the Administrator of the Government on opening the Sixth
Session of the Third General Assembly, 1st December 1846.

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Gentlemen, and Gentlemen,

I~ the Expectation of the carly Arrival of our Governor, and with the Knowledge that
the Season at which I have called you together may to some pruve an inconvenient one,
I should have abstained from assembling you on this Occasion could 1 have done so con-
sistently with what I deem my Duty; but the pressing Necessities of the Poor of the
Qutports, arising out of the various Calamities with which the Colony has been afflicted
during the present Year,—the apparent Necessity of some Amendments in the Saint
Johw’s Building Act, and the Fact that, according to the Opinion of the Law Officers of
the Crown, the present Assembly (which has been continued in its amalgamated
Torm by an Act of the Imperial Parliament) cannot, under the Operation of the
Quadrennial Act, sit after the 14th of next Month,—render it indispensable that I should
have recourse to your Counsel and Advice at the earliest possible Period.

I shall cause to be laid before you Statements of the Sums expended for the Relief of
Distress originating in deficient Seal and Cod Fisheries, as also in a partial Failure in the
Potato Crop; together with a Report by a Committee of the Council on Claims induced
by the destructive Ravages of the Tempest of the 19th of September lagt.

1 have directed a Bill to be prepared introducing such Amendments as are deemed
advisable in the Saint John’s Building Act.  To a Subject so important it is unnecessary
to request your earnest Attention ; and it appears to me that whilst the great Object to be
attained, at whatever Cost, is the Re-construction of this City of Materials of an incom-
bustible and permanent Nature, our financial Condition unfortunately does not admit of
an extensive Expenditure for Alterations or Improvements of an ornamental Character.:

I must also call your Attention to the Absence of any Act for the Re-establishment of
Fire Companies in this Community, than which nothing is of more paramount Importance.

Since the awful Calumity of the 9th June, Two superior Fire Engines, the Gilt of the
Pheenix Insurance Company, attached pro tempore to the Garrison, together with those
belonging to Government, have been our only Resqurce; but if to these, others worked
by equally eflicient and well-organised Bodics, were added, as also an Auxiliary, in the
Shape of a powerful floating Fire Engine, stationed on the Harbour, and available at all
‘T'imes for the Extinction of Fire on the Water-side Premises, or to aflord to other Engines
a_constant Supply of Water, coupled with the Establishment of the projected Water
Company, I conceive that we shall, so far as human Precaution goes, have not only
provided against the Repetition of such a frightful Visitation, but that the heavy Premiums
now demanded on Insurance may, in consequence of the increased Security, be materially
reduced.

» * - [ ] » [ - L » v

Copies of Despatchies from the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies,
upon various Subjects of Interest, amongst which is one disallowing the Act for raising a
Loan to be guarameed by the Imperinl Government, will be laid before you.

1 cannot deny myself the Gratification of expressing, on this Occasion, my deep Sense of
Gratitude, in which I am sure you will warmly participate, towards the parent Government,
as well as to the other generous Donors of the munificent Contributions which have been
remitted for the Relief of the Sufferers of this City, and which have afforded Support and
Comfort to many poor and drooping Families. ‘The Sums of Money so reccived and
applied, in conjunction with the existing high Rate of Wages to Mechanics and Labourers,
have tended much to abate the Demunds which would otherwise have been made upon the
Government for the Relief of the Poor of this. District, and which, notwithstanding,
I vegret 1o say, have been considerably increased as compared with former Years,

L ‘. ‘ . I I om
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Apuress of the Assembly, in veply. NEWPOUNDLAND.
L ] - - »

Passed as the Saint Johin’s Building Act was, upon the pressing Exigency of the Occasion,
without sufficient Time being afforded for such Consideration as their Importance deserved
of the Details of an Act in itself voluminous and difficult, we are not surprised that Altera-
tions in some of its Provisions should have been found necessary ; and we shall endeavour,
during the present Session, to render it as perfect as possible, by the Adoption of such
Amendments as the intended Permanency of its Operation, and the great Extent, Impor-
tance, and Variety of the Intercsts involved in its Enactments, certainly require.

The providing, by the Establishment and Maintenance of efficient Fire Companies, of
some Means for the Preservation of the Town from Fire, other than such as are found in
the proper Regulation of the Structure of the Buildings, is a Subject which shall engage
our carly Attention; and we coincide in the Views expressed by your Honour as to the
Mode in which an End so desirable can best be attained.

- ] L L ] «

‘There is we trust but little Necessity for the Assurance, that we do indeed feel with
your Honour deeply grateful for the Assistance afforded us under our great Calamity of
the 9th of Junc last, by the munificent Donations of the mother Country and of our sister
Colonies, — Donations the more highly valued from the sincere Expressions of heartfelt
Sympathy in our Distress with which they were invariably accompanied.

[ ———————

No. 51.
(NO- 58-) N .
Cory of a Despatcn from Earl Grey to the Orricer administering the EN;’--il-
Government of NEWFOUNDLAND. ar “f’“’Y
- Sir, Downing Street, 2d January 1847. the Officer

Witn reference to my Despatch, No.57. of 25th ultimo, respecting the “"‘(‘}“i"i"“"i“g the
Appropriation of the Funds collected under the Queen’s Letter for the Relief j; joetomitund.
of the Sufferers by the Fire at St. John’s, I have now to instruct you that that ~ 24 Jan, 1847.
Portion of the Contributions which I directed to be appropriated to the
rebuilding of the Church of St. John should only be drawn for from Time to

Time as Funds may be required for the Purpose.
' I have, &c.

(Signed)  Grey.

No. 52,
(No. 61.) L
Cory of a Despaten from Earl Grey to the OrFicer administering the No, 52.
Government of NEWFOUNDLAND. : Eﬂf‘lGrey
. o
Sir, Downing Street, 19th January 1847, the Officer

For your own Information, and for the Information of the Bishop of Newfound- administering the
land, I transmit to you the accompanying Copy of a Correspondence which has r§°:'v':!“"‘3]"' :
taken place between. this Department and the Office of the Lords Commis- *j gy 1g4m.”
sioners of Her Mujesty's Treasury, respecting the Investment of the Sums —_______
received on account of the Relief Subscriptions under the Queen’s Letter, and
respecting the latest Receipts on that Acconnt at the Bank of England.

' ‘ I have, &c.
(Signed)  Grev.

Enclosure 1. in No. 52.

Sir, : . Downing Street, 2d Janimry 1847. Enclosure 1. in
1 am dirccted by Earl Grey to transmit to you, for the -Consideration of the. Lords No. 52.
Commissioners of the Treasury, an Extract from a Letter addressed to his Lordship by -—

the Bishop of Newfoundland, on the Subject of the Subscriptions collected- under :the
Queen’s Letter for the Relief of the Sufferers by the Fire at St. John's Newfoundland.
Lord Grey has directed the Officer administering the Government -to appropriate: One
Half of the total Amount thus collected to rebuilding the Church of St. John'’s; and 1 am
to request you will state to the Lords Commissioners ibat it would, in Lord Grey’s Opinion,
be r::}vi;mble that, in conformity with the Bishop's Supgestion, this Portion of the:Fund
~~ should only be drawn for in the Colony as it'is wanted to pay for the Work, and that in
~ the meantime it should, if possible, be temporarily invested, so as to bi'alr Laterest.

' ‘ have, &e.
" C. E. Trevelyan, Esq. ‘ : (Signed) - J. StePHEN.

() CHs
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Enclosure 2. in No. 52.

My Lord, 26, Bury Street, 29th December 1846.

As I intend to leave for Newfoundland by the next Steamer, 1 would respectfully beg to
e informed by whom and in what Way the Money for the Church in St. John’s shall be
drawn. .

If it be necessary that the total Amount should pass through the Governor’s Hands I
can of course make no Objection; but there are several Reasons why it might with more
Advantage be retained in this Country; among others, that it might bear Interest while the
Work is in progress.

I presume the Collections have now been generally made, and your Lordship may be
able to inform me what the Half will amount to, which would be all I should need to
enable me to choose my Plans, or to leave necessary Directions. I reckon upon ncarly
15,0000

I should feel grateful for the Honour of an Interview before my Departure, either
To-morrow or Thursday, at any Hour your Lordship will kindly name.

1 have, &e.
The Right Hon. Earl Grey. (Signed)  E. NEWFouNDLAND.

Enclosure 8. in No. 52.

My Lord, Downing Street, 2d January 1847,

I uave the Honour to acquaint you, in reply to your Lordship's Letter of the 29th ultimo,
that the Commissary on the Newfoundland Station was authorized, on the 30th October
and the 24th November last, to pay over to the Local Government the respective Sums
of 14,9171 14s. 6d. and 11,4361 3s. 9d,, on account of the Subscriptions collected under
the Queen’s Letter for the Relief of the Sufferers by the Fire at Saint John's, and that a
further Sum of 2,379/, 2s. 10d. has since been veceived by the Lords Commissioners of the
"Treasury, and is now available in this Country.

It appears, from Inquiries which 1 have caused to be made at their Lordships Office, that,
with the Exception of any Liabilities which may have been incurred in the Colony, there is
probably the whole of this Sum in hand, the Commissary on the Station not having had
the Means, it is supposed, of issuing any Portion of it.

I shall endeavour to meet your Lordship’s Wishes as to the Retention in this Country
until it is wanted of that Part of the Produce of the Coliection which is to be set apart for
rebuilding Saint John’s Church.

I have, &ec.
To the Right Rev. (Signed)  Grev.
The Lord Bishop of Newloundland.

Enclosure 4. in No. 52.

Sir, ‘ ‘Treasury Chambers, 13th January 1847,
Witn reference to your Communication, dated the 2d instant, I am commanded by the
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s “I'reasury to request you will state to Earl Grey, that
my Lords having, as his Lordship is aware, alrcady authorized the Commissary in New-
foundland to pay over, upon Requisitions from the Governor of the Colony, the whole of

the Sums received on account of the Relief Subscriptions under the Queen’s Letter up to

the 21st November last, amounting to 26,353L 18s. 3d., defer giving any Directions
respecting the Investment suggested by the Bishop of Newfoundland until they shall have
been apprized of the Extent to which the Governor may have availed himself of the Credit
thus given to him on the Commissariat Chest in the Colony. :

Iam further to request you will state to Lord Grey that an additional Amount of
2,7841. 175, 1d. has been received at the Bank of England on account of the Subscriptions
in question, which will be subject to Deduction for Lxpenses of Postage on the Communi-
cations to and from the Clergy throughout the Country reluting to the Queen’s Letter, but
that my Lords will await the Receipt of Information regarding the Proceedings in the
Colony, in the respect above adverted to, before they give any further Directions for the
Disposal of the Residue of the Subseription Fund,

I am, &e.

James Stephen, Esq. (Signed)  C. E. TreveLyan.

o &e &eo &ee oo e ,
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No. 58 NewrounprLaND,
. .

(No. 88.) _

Cory of a Despatcu from Lieutenant Colonel Law, administering the No. 53.

Government of Newfoundland, to Earl Grey. Lieut, (5;” Law

Government House, Saint John's, Newfoundland, Ear| Grey,'_
My Lord, 28th January 1847. * 28th Jan. 1847.

I Have the Honour to transmit for your Lordship’s Information a Copy of
the Speech with which on the 14th instant I closed the final Session of the
General Assembly of this Island.

(Signed) 1 have, &c.
' RoserT Law.

Enclosure in No. 58,

Exrracy from Lieutenant Colonel Law’s Speecu on closing the Session of the General  Encl. in No. 53.
Assembly. —_—
I trust that the Act for amending the St. Johw’s Building Act®, whilst providing

Security against the fearful Element by which this City has been destroyed, will be found
to involve much less of Cost in its Operation than the previously existing Law.

Cories or ExTracts of ConrresroNDENCE between the SEcRETARY oOF
State for the Home DepartmenT and the Commrrrze for raising
Supscrirrions for the Revier of the Distress occasioned by the
Fire at Saint Joun's NEWFOUNDLAND.

No. 54.

Cory of a Peririon from the CommirrTee for the ReLier of the SUFFERERS No. 5.
at the late ConFLaGraTION at SaINT Jonx’s NewrounprLanp to Her  Petition from
MAJESTY. Committee for

\ s . Relief of
To the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty. Sufferers at

‘ . .o . ) Newfoundland
The dutiful Petition of the undersigned Members of a Committee 4o ﬁvc.- n'i‘ajmy.

appointed at a Public Meeting in London on the 15th instant to
promote Subscriptions in aid of the Sufferers by the late Conflagration
at St. John’s Newfoundland. The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor
in the Chair.

Most humbly showeth,

. That on the Ninth Day of last Month a Fire broke out at Saint John’s,
the Capital of Your Majesty’s most ancient Colony of Newfoundiand, which,
notwithstanding the most strenuous Efforts of the Inhabitants, assisted by the
local Authorities and the Garrison, destroyed nearly the whole of the Town,
including all the Mercantile Establishments, except One, many of the Public
Buildings, and the Episcopal Church, leaving upwards of Ten thousand Persons
houseless and destitute. o | o

That owing to the large Destruction of Property, estimated at a Million
* Sterling, no adequate Means existed on the Spot to afford Relief in a Case of
* such general Suffering and Distress, and that it is of the utmost Importance

* This Act has not yet been received.

- (41) | H 4 that
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that prompt Assistance should be afforded before the Approach of Winter
overtakes the Inhabitants in a State of extreme Destitution,

Your Maujesty’s Petitioners therefore most humbly pray that Your Ma-

jesty will be graciously pleased to command that a Collection may be

made in all Churches and Chapels for the Relief of the Sufferers,

and for rebuilding the Episcopal Church. .
And Your Majesty’s Pctitioners as in Duty bound will ever pray.

(Signed)  Joun Jounson, Mayor.
( Here follow other Signatures.)

Committee Room, 11, Leadenhall Street,
27th July 1816.

Cory of a Lerrer from the Right Honourable Sir Georee Grey, Bart., to
~ g “
the Commirree for the Revier of the Surrerers at the late Coxrpa-
GRATION at SAINT Joun’s NEWFOUNDLAND. :

My Lord and Gentlemen, Whitehall, 6th August 1846,

I nave laid before the Queen your Petition praying that Her Majesty
would be pleased to issue Her Royal Letters for a Collection for the Relief of
the Sufterers by the recent calamitous Fire at Saint John's Newfoundland,
and [ have the Satisfaction of acquainting you that Her Majesty has been
graciously pleased to consent thereto, and that the necessary Instruments will
be forthwith issued for that Purpose.

I have, &c.
(Signed)  G. Grey.
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QUEBEC.

NO. H5.
(No. 299.) Quesec.
Cory of a Desratcu from Lord Mercavrg, G.C.B., to Lord STANLEY. New 35
0 D-
My Lord, Government House, Montreal, 20th June 1845. Lord Metcalfe

On the 28th of last Month a dreadful and extensive Fire took place in the to
” . . . . ord Stanley,
City of Quebec, by which several Lives were sacrificed, and many of its o June 1845
Inhabitants afflicted with extreme Suffering and pecuniary Distress. —
Subscriptions have been opened for their Relief in Quebec, Montreal, and
other Places, which have been liberally contributed to; and immediately on
Intelligence of the Calamity being received here, I sanctioned a Grant of
2,000l. from the Provincial Treasury, preliminary to taking into consideration
the Propriety of affording further Aid. ,
I submit, herewith, the Copy of a Letter and Resolution which 1 have
received from the General Committee appointed at Quebec for the Relief of _ 10y,
the Sufferers, and of the Answer which I caused to be made. Being aware %‘me’
of the Difficulty that will be experienced by the Imperial Government in 2 June,
meeting such an Agplication, I conceived it to be proper to warn them of it,
lest Hopes might be encouraged, which, if not realized, would lead to Dis-

appointment.
' 1 have, &c.
(Signed)  MEercaLre.
, Enclosure 1. in No. 55.
Sir, ‘ Quebee, 10th June 1845. Enclosure 1. in
Herewrtn enclosed 1 have the Honour to send you, for the Purpose of being laid before No. 55.

his Excellency the Governor General, Copy of a Resolution adopted Yesterday at a
Meeting of the General Committec for the Relief of the Sufferers by the late Fire.
' I have, &c.
(Signed)  E. L. MonTizaMeERT,
J. M. Higginson, Esq., Civil Secretary, Sec” General Committee.
Montreal.

Extracr from the Minutes of the Proceedings of the General Committee for the Relief of
the Sufferers by the late Firc, at a Meeting held in the City Council Chamber at
Quebec, on the 9th June 1845, | ‘ ,

Resolved, That an Application be made by this Committee to his Excellency the
Governor General, requesting his Excellency to bring under the view of Her Majesty’s
Government in England the Calamity which has lately befallen this City, and to solicit
Her Majesty's Government to take into consideration the Expediency of some Aid being
given on the Part of the Imperial Government for the Relief of the Inhabitants of Quebec,
whom this Disaster has reduced to Destitution.

A true Extract. (Signed)  E. L. MoxtizamperT,
‘ Secretary.

Enclosure 2. in No. 55.

. o : Civil Sccretary's Office, Montreal,  Enclosure 2. in
Sir, o ‘ ~ : 20th June 1845. = No. 55.

. Havine laid before the Governor General your Letter of the 10th instant,.together et
with the Copy of a Besolution adopted at a Meeting of the Committee for the Relief of

the Sufferers by the late Fire, which accompanied it, on the Subject of applying for. Aid

to the Imperinl Government, I am directed to .inform you, that the Governor General

(41. , 1 S il




QUEBEC.

No. 56.
Lord Metcalfe
to
Lord Stanley,
9th July 1845,

Enclosure 1. in
No. 56.
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will forward to the Secretary of State for the Colonies a Copy of that Resolution, and
entertains no Doubt of the anxious Desire of Her Majesty’s Government to rclieve the
Distress of those who have suffered from that dreadful Calamity.

But in order to prevent the Disappointment that might otherwise arise, his Excellency
decms it right that the Commiittee should be made aware that Her Majesty’s Government
have no Means of meeting such an Application except by a Proposition to the Imperial
Parliament, and that he has no Recollection of any Instance in which Parliamentary
Aid has been granted on the Occasion of a similar Calamity.

You will be pleased to assure the Committee of the cordial Co-operation of the Governor
General in the humane and charitable Task that has devolved upon them in consequence
of the awful Afiliction with which it hath pleased Providence to visit the City of Quebec,
and of the sincere Sympathy and Sorrow felt by him for the very severe Suflering to
which so many of its Inhabitants have been exposed.

: I have, &e.
E. L. Montizambert, Esq., Qucbee. (Signed) J. M. Hiceixson.

No. 56.
(No. 311.)

Cory of a Despatcu from Lord Mercarrg, G.C.B., to Lord StanLEY.

My Lord, Government House, Montreal, 9th July 1845.

It is with great Sorrow that I have to report the Occurrence, on the Night
of the 28th ultimo, of another extensive Conflagration in the City of Quebec,
by which many of the Inhabitants have been reduced to extreme Distress.
The enclosed Copies of Communications from Major General Sir James Hope,
in command of the District, to the Commander of the Forces, detail the Par-
ticulars of this and the preceding dreadful Calamity during the Progress of the
Fire, and the accompanying Sketch of the City shows the Portions of the
Suburbs destroyed on both lamentable Occasions.

I also submit for your Lordship’s Information Copies of a Letter from the
Mayor, and of Resolutions passed at a public Meeting of the Citizens, soliciting
the Interposition of the Government in behalf of the Sufferers, and of the
Reply which I directed to be made to the Application. 1If the Measure for
raising a Loan in Great Britain should be adopted, it will become my Duty to
address your Lordship again upon the Subject.

The unremitting and well-directed Exertions of the Troops in Garrison
under the Command of Sir James Hope may be considered to have saved those
Parts of the City which have escaped Destruction. .

I have, &c.
(Signed) METCALFE.

(Extract.) Enclosure 1. in No. 56.

Sir, Quebec, 30th May 1845.

It is with great Regret I have to communicate to your Excellency that a Fire broke out
about Eleven o’Clock in the Morning of the 28th instant, in a Tannery at the Foot of
Abraham’s Hill on the Road leading to Scott’s Bridge. This Accident I am informed
occurred from the bursting of some of the Steam Apparatus. Owing to a strong Gale of
Wind from the West the IFire not only communicated to the contiguous Houses, but
broke out at Intervals of several Hundred Yards, and before Three o’Clock .. the
Flames had reached St. Rocl’s Church, which was consumed, and had spread over I
should think Five Sixths of the Suburbs of St. Roch, and only stopped in their Progress
by the River St. Charles. -

I am sorry to report to your Excellency that the whole of the Wood-yard was consumed ;
and I herewith enclose a Report from Mr. Assistant Commissary General Milliken. The
Fire proceeded up Abrabam’s Hill, skirting the St. John Suburbs to the Glacis of the
Town, and also extended along the Foot of the Hill to the Street immediately below the
Artillery Barracks. By a Report from Lieutenant Colonel Walker your Excellency will see -
that the Barracks were ouly saved by being covered with Tin; the Mess House and Officers ;
Apartments, at present roofed with Shingle, were on Fire, and only preserved by the .

Exertions of the Men. Had this Building caught Fire it must have communicated to the -

contiguous Houses belonging to the Upper Town, and it is impossible to say how far
the Devastation would have reached. . S

Lieutenant Colonel Ward of the Royal Engineers had taken every necessary Précaution. -~

to secure the Powder Magazine near to the Hotel Dien, a short way last from Palace

Gate, . -
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Gate, and I am happy to inform your Excellency that no Accident occurred, though the
Wood and Copings on the Top of the Ramparts, not further than betwixt Twenty and
Thirty Yards from the Magazine, were on Fire, and had to be torn up and thrown over
the Rock.

The Flames continued their Progress with frightful Rapidity, consuming the Houses and
Two large Breweries along the Foot of the Rock leading to Hope Gate, and every Man
that could be collected was employed in destroying the Buildings, and cutting off the
Communication from the lower ‘Town, at a Point where the Salient Rock approached near
to the River St. Charles. Had the Flames continued beyond this narrow Space, nothing
could have saved a great Part of the Lower Town and the Quays from being destroyed.
Owing, however, to the Exertions of the Troops, whose steady, active, and willing Conduct
on this melancholy Occasion exceeds any Praise that I can bestow on them, the Com-
munication was successfully cut off, and the Fire completely stopped by about Half past
Ten o'Clock ».nM. One House was unroofed, but this was found to be too slow an
Operation, and the Two contiguous Houses had to be blown up, The Flames had com-
municated about Eight o’Clock p.m. to a large Yard filled with Stacks of Deals close to
the River St. Charles, and a Separation had to be made through the Middle of the Yard by
the Removal of a great Part of the Wood, to cut off the burning Stacks of Deals from the
Range of Quays round the Lower Town, which was effected by the unreniitting Exertions
of the Soldiers and the Aid of Two Fire Engines ordered to this Point by Mr. Caron,
the Mayor of Quebee. Some Time about Eight p.. the Wind moderated and changed to
the Southward, to which providential Circumstance the Safety of the Lower Town is
chiefly to be attributed. 1 beg to remark to your Excellency that the Troops performed

this Service during the whole Time.
] *

* * #» * * #* * *

I beg to repeat to your Excellency that nothing could exceed the willing Exertions
of the different Commanding Officers and of all Ranks employed, and T am happy to.
say that during the whole Time the Fire lasted 1 did not observe One single drunken
Soldier. The Suburbs of St. Roch present an Appearance of frightful Desolation, from
the greater Part of the Houses being of Wood, chiefly belonging to Artizans and the
Poor’; there is nothing to be scen but a Forest of Chimneys; and I am apprehensive that
the Rapidity of the Fire prevented many from escaping, and that. there are a Number
of Victims to the Flames. The Fire communicated so suddenly and spread with such
Rapidity over the Wood-yard that it was with Difficulty the Troops employed escaped from
the Flames. I am happy to say that though the Men were frequently exposed to Danger
and acted with fearless Intvepidity, I have not heard of any Casualties. - The Officers and
Men of the Royal Artillery, Royal Engineers, and of the Wing of the 14th Regiment, of
the 43d Light Infantry, and of the 89th Regiment, are fully deserving of any Expression
of Approbation which your Excellency may think proper to bestow on them. It is com-
puted that about Fifteen hundred Houses have been consumed, and Fifteen thousand
Inhabitants deprived of their House and Home, and many of the Poor solely depending on.
* the Benevolence and Charity of the People.

I have, &c.
His Excellency : (Signed)  J. A. Hore,
Lieutenant General Sir R. D. Jackson, K. C. B. Major General,
&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure 2. in No. 56.

My Lord, Quebec, 1st July 1845.

Ir is with great Grief that I have to repeat to your Excellency another dreadful
Conflagration that took place in the Suburbs of Quebec on the Night of the 28th June,
by which Twelve hundred Houses were consumed. The Fire is said to have originated
about Twenty Minutes before Twelve o’Clock.at Night, in a Hangard behind the House of
Mons™ Tessier, a Notary, at the beginning .of Aiguillon Street, close to the Glacis outside
of St. John’s Gate, and spread with frightful Rapidity along the whole Length of that
Street, of St. John's Street, consuming the whole of .the Suburbs of St.John’s, and
extending to the Ruins of the St. Rocl’s Suburbs burnt by the former Fire. There was
no Time lost in turning out the whole of the Troops, but the Rapidity of the Flames for a
considerable Time defied all human Exertion, and continued. their frightful Progress

along the St. Foy Road, a Distance of 1,200 Yards, as.long, with very few Exceptions, as

QUEBEC.

Enclosure 2. in
No. 56.

S————

-there were any Houses to burn, and spreading against the Wind from one narrow Street =

to another ‘in the Direction of the St. Louis Road; unfortunately a Gale of Wind was

blowing from the East, and ' the'whole Breadthi of the St. John's Suburbs appeared to be ' . .

on Fire at the same Moment. .-

During the Night Monsieur. Caron,” the Mayor ‘of Quebec, came to me 10 point ont a_

Spot near the Glacis, betwixt the St. John’s and. the St. Louis Gates, that should be cut off,

and a House was immediately blown up, by which .a considerable Part of .the Suburbs.of-

St. Louis was saved: It was therefore to the Mayor’s judicious-Selection: of this” Spot
(4«1.) o T : . chz;t
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that this important Service was performed, and I have strongly to express to your Excel-
lency that Monsieur Caron exerted himself during the whole of the Night to the utmost,
and'owing to the great Extent of the Conflagration was obliged to invest me with full
Authority to take every Step that the Circumstances required. Some Houses and a
Chapel were blown up in the intervening Space, from where the Fire commenced to the
Spot where it was finally checked, without producing any good Effect, except at one Spot
pointed out to me by Captain Warburton of the Royal Artillery, who reported that by the
blowing up of Two Houses at the Corner of one of the Streets leading towards the
St. Louis Road, and taking Advantage of some open Spaces, a Stop might be put to
the Ilames in that Direction. I immediately directed him to do so, and I am happy to do
Justice to the Intelligence of this young Officer, in reporting to your Excellency that the
Operation was attended with Success; and I have to add Licutenant Shakspeare’s, of the
Royal Artillery, Name as equally deserving of Praise, both these Officers being entrusted
with the perilous Duty of placing the Barrels of Gunpowder in the Houses frequently
within a few Yards of the Conflagration.

By the blowing up of several Fouses in rapid Succession at the Spot where the
St. John’s Suburb extended beyond the St. Louis Suburb, taking advantage of some open
Spaces, and by the clearing away a Space betwixt the burning Buildings and the upper
Part of the Suburbs of St. Louis, the Ilames that had raged to this Spot with unabated
Violence were checked at about Eight o’Clock on the Morning of the 29th June, and this
direful Visitation suddenly and in an Instant subdued into the Stillness of exhausted
Desolation.

A great Part of the St. Louis Suburbs, the whole of the St. John’s Suburbs, with very
few Lixceptions, I'ive Sixths of the Suburbs of St. Roch, the Streets extending along the
Foot of the Rock to the Point where the Fire was stopped on the former Occasion,
present One Scene of continuous Ruins, having deprived at least 22,000 Persons of their
Houses and Homes, entailing on the poorer Part of the Population of this devoted City
inexpressible Misery, and sent Thousands to wander for Shelter and Bread, and to depend
for Relief and Consolation on the Benevolence and the Generosity of a feeling Public.
It may be permitted to me, under these appalling Circumstances, to go a little ont of
my Way, and to beg of your Excellency to use all your Influence that some legislative
Measure should be adopted in the Reconstruction of this unfortunate 'L'own, that the
Houses should be built as much as possible with Stone or Brick, and roofed with some
Material to resist the Flames, and that a Line should be drawn round the Works, and no
Houses allowed to be built within that Line, but of Stone or Brick, and securely roofed.
Besides almost the whole of these Suburbs being constructed of Wood, all the intervening
Spaces betwixt the Streets, the Gardens, Yards, &e. were filled with Stacks of Deals,
connected by wooden Palings, and every Sort of combustible Matter heaped together.
It therefore ceases to be a Matter of Surprise that these ‘Two dreadful Calamities bhave
occurred, and rather to be wondered at that such a dreadful Visitation has not taken
place before.

The Spot where the Houses were latterly blown up was at the Point where the St. John’s ©
Suburbs extend beyond the St. Louis, and owing to these Houses being rapidly blown up,
and by the utmost Exertions of the Troops in clearing a Space, a great Part of the
St. Louis Suburbs, the whole of Claptin Terrace, consisting of Villas, and the Gentlemen’s
Seats on each Side of the St. Louis Road, were saved.

I wish it had fallen to my Lot to report o your Excellency the Services of the Officers
and Men employed during the Progress of both the late lamentable Events on Occasions
more heonourable and more congenial to their Profession, but it would indeed be unjust if
I did not mention the Names of Captain Boxer of the Royal Navy, whose Exertions during
the whole Night and particularly at the End of the Fire, in directing the Spaces to be
clearcd, were of the greatest Service; of Lieutenant Colonel Walker, commanding the
Royal Artillery; of Major Watson, commanding the 14th Regiment; of Lieutenant Colonel
Thorp, commanding the 89th Regiment; and I have also to state that I received every
Assistance from the Suggestions and Activity of Lieutenant Colonel Ward and the Officers
of the Royal Engineers; of Licutenant Colonel Pritchard, Assistant Adjutant General ; of
Captain Ingall, D. A. Quarter Master General; of Town Major Knight; and of my
Aide-de-Camp Captain Hope. The Conduct of the Non-commissioned Officers and Men,
as I expressed on the Occasion of the former Conflagration, exceeds any thing I can say
in their Praise. Though this dreadful Misfortune occurred during the Night, when the
Men were frequently scattered in various Directions, they were quickly assembled at the
Sound of the Bugle, and never relaxed for an Instant in their Exertions; and [ am happy
to add that but One Person was killed, One Man’s Legs broken, and Three or Four con-
tused by the several Explosions that took place, and that no Pains were spared to get the
People out of the Way. There have been no Casualties amongst the Troops. '

I directed that the whole of the Tents should be pitched near the old French Works,
and the Splinter-proof Barracks given up for the Accommodation and Relief of the
Sufferers, and to be placed at the Disposal of the Mayor.

I have &ec.
His Excellency (Signed) J. A. Hork.
Lieut. Gen, the Earl Cathcart, Major General,

&e. &e. &e.
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Enclosure 3. in No. 56. .

Monsieur, . Quebec, 80™ Juin 1845.
\ . . A . .
J'ar a remplir la pénible tiche de vous prier d'informer son Excellence le Gouverneur
Général qu’un incendie affreux et comparable 4 celui du 28 Mai dernier, sinon plus grand,

vient de réduire en cendres le Faubourg St. Jean et la plus grande partie du Faubourg
St. Louis,

Dans Pétat de trouble et d’affaissement dans lequel m’a jeté ce nouveau malheur, qui
consomme presque la ruine totale de notre malheureuse cité, je ne puis fournir a son
Iixcellence les détails que je désirerais lui soumettre, afin de le mettre en état de faire ce
que son cceur guidé par le devoir Ini suggerera pour rencontrer la circonstance tout a fait
extraordinaire dans laquelle nous nous trouvons placés. Je me bornerai 4 dire que plus de
douze cent maisons, d’'une valeur plus ou moins grande, ont été la proie des flammes dans
la nuit du 28™¢ oun 29™ Juin, et que par suite de ce désastre un nombre proportionné de
familles se trouvent destituces de logis, de moyens de subsistance, et plongdes dans la plus
profonde miscre; leur situation est d’autant plus i regretter, que malgré les sacrifices faits,
ici et ailleurs, avec une libéralit¢ que I'on pouvait 4 peine attendre, les produits sont loiu
’Ctre proportionnés aux besoins, ot que ce serait injuste d’attendre beaucoup des efforts
privés d’apres ce qui vient d’Ctre fait a Poceasion du feu de St. Roch.

Des détails plus étendus seront fournis 4 son Excellence par les messieurs, au nombre
de cing, qui ont été chargés hier pur un nombre des citoyens de cette viile de se rendre
anprés de son Ixeellence & Poceasion de 'affreuse calamité qui vient de plonger Québee
dans la consternation pour la seconde fois.

Je me contenterai d’ajouter que dans cette triste occasion, comme dans Ja précédente,
nous avons re¢u du militaire stationné dans notre ville les sccours les plus prompts et les
plus cfficaces; sans Jeur aide inappréciable, Pétendue et les suites du désastre auraient été
beaucoup plus affreux; je ne puis surtout taire 4 son Excellence les sentimens de recon-
naissance que Jéprouve, et qui sont & juste titre partagés. par tous mes concitoyens, i
I'égard de Sir James Hope, qui a 6té sur la seéne du sinistre aussitot qu'il en a été informé,
y est resté jusqu'd la disparition totale du danger, et y a dirigé, avec un sangfroid et une
habileté dignes du haut grade qu’il occupe, les divers travaux et opérations exécutés par
les troupes sous ses ordres, auxquels nous sommes pent-éire redevable d'avoir été préservés
dune destruction totale, sans parler de la honne volonté avec laquelle il a offert et mis a
ma disposition tout ce qui était sous son controle pour fournir aux infortundes victimes un
abris contre les intempéries de Pair et un soulagement 4 leurs malhears.

Je terminerai en vous priant d’assurer son Iixcellence que sans un secours immédiat et
plus qulordinaire, Québee, Pancienne metropole du pays, sera ruiné de fonds en comble; et
que pour éviter un malheur aussi grand, je compte beaucoup sur la sympathie et le bon
vouloir de son Excellence, i qui je vous prie de présenter mes plus profonds respeets.

Agréez pour vous méme D'expression de la haute consideration avee laquelle je me
SOUSCris, .

Votre, &e.
Hon. D. Daly, M.P.DP., Provincial Secretary, (Signed) E. Caron, Maire.
&e. e &e.

Enclosure 4. in No. 50.

At a Public Meeting of the Citizens of Quebec, held in the City Council Chamber, at
One rar. this Day, for the Purposc of devising Measures for the Relief of the
Sufferers by the Iire of Yesterday Morning ; it was—

Resolved, That this Meeting approves of the General Committee for the Relief of the
‘Suferers by the Jate calamitous I'ire in St, Roch's extending their Aid to the Sufferers by
the Iirc of Sunday Morning, and authorizes them hereafter to- include these Sufferers
cqually in the Application of any Funds which have been or may be placed at their
Disposal. '

2. That this Meeting, considering it the Call of Providence both to take Measures. for
the immediate Reliet”of their Fellow Citizens who have suffered in the late 'calamitous
Visitation, and, as far as human Precautions.can, to provide ‘against the Recurrence of
such Calamity, are decidedly of opinion that temporary Accommodation for the Families
burnt out and the permanent rebuilding .of the City are Objects to be_considered apart;
and that in order to a'due and proper Consideration of the latter, the former-should be
mmediately entertained, and prompt and decisive Measures taken for effecting it.

3. That inasmuch as a sufficient Number of properly constructed Houses, whether: of
Stone or Woodl, cannot be raised before the Winter Months -for the full Accommodation
of the Sufferers, professional Men be .called upon to furnish Plans and Estimates of the

(11.) K - - Expense
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Expense of raising wooden Sheds or Shantics capable of accommodating Families for the
next Eighteen Months, such Erections to be made in the cheapest Manner compatible with
Health, Safety, and Comfort during the Winter Months; and that the Committee be
authorized, if they shall deem it necessary, and to the Extent they shall deem it necessary,
from Funds at their Disposal, to make such Erections forthwith, and to seek the most
convenient and favourable Localities for them.

4, That in the Opinion of this Meeting it is expedient that a Sum of Money be obtained,
if practicable, by way of Grant or Loan from the public Funds, as an Aid towards the
Reconstruction of the Suburbs of St. Roch, St.John, and St. Louis on a new, enlarged,
and improved Plan, and of such Materials as to afford the greatest practicable Security
against the Recurrence of the Calamities lately suffered; such Loan to be effected by the
Corporation under the Guarantee of the Legislature, and applied under their Direction,

Attested.

Quebec, 30th June 1843, _ (Signed) ¥, X. GArNEAU,
City Clerk.

LEnclosure 5. in No. 56.

Provincial Secretary’s Office, Montreal,
Sir, 4th July 1845,

I nave the Honour, by Command of the Governor General, to inform you, that his
Excellency has had under Consideration, in Council, your Letter of the 30th ultimo,
reporting the Second disastrous Fire at Quebec, which took place during the Night of the
28th ultimo, and also the Resolutions on the Subject adopted at the Public Meeting of the
Citizens of Quebec held on the 30th.

His Excellency commands me now, in reply, to assure you, and through you the Citizens
of Quebec, that he most deeply sympathizes with them in the Magnitude and distressing
Circumstances of this Calamity, in the individnal Loss and Suffermg it has caused, and
in the general Injury it is calculated further to inflict.  With this Feeling le has anxiously
considered in what Manner public Aid can be legitimately afforded, and what Steps can
be taken for the Prevention of such fearful Disasters hereafter.

To aid in the Erection of temporary Buildings (having in view the Impossibility of a
sufficient Number of permanent Buildings being prepared before next Winter) and also in
the affording of nccessary Relief to ersons otherwise destitute, his Excellency has been
pleased in Council to direct that Advances may be made from the Public Clest, as required
from Time to Time by yourself, as Mayor of the City, or by the Committee of Relief, to
the Extent of 5,000/ Currency, to be submitted for the Approval of the Provincial
Parliament at the next Session.

For the permanent rebuilding of the destroyed Suburbs his Excellency will be prepared
to recommend to Parliament to authorize the Negotiation of a Loan in England on the
Security of the Province for the Sum of 100,000{. Currcney, payable with Interest, in a
fixed Number of Years; the Monies so to be raised to be employed in granting to Owners
of Land within the Limits of the Fires, to aid them in building thereon, Loans on as
favourable Terms as may be found practicable without ultimate Loss to the Provinee; the
Sums so loaned to be secured on the Lands of the Borrowers, and perhaps made a privi-
leged Claim thereon, and further Security where required to be taken; each Loan to any
Individual and the Security offered by him to be approved by the Attorney General for
Lower Canada; and all other necessary Precautions taken to secure the Expenditure of all
Monies so loaned on the Erection of Buildings of specified Materials and Character.

For the Prevention of such Disasters hereafter, his Excellency will farther be prepared
to recommend to Parliament to confer on the Corporation of the City very extensive
Powers for the Regulation of the Mode of building within the City Limits and for the
widening of Streets, on making Compensation for Land taken. ’

Upon the many Details of the Measures above suggested, his Excellency is desirous to
receive Suggestions from yourself and the Corporation; and I am accordingly to assure
vou that any Representations which that Body or yourself may make in regard to them
will not fail to receive his most attentive Consideration,

1 have, &c.
Houn. R. L. Caron, Mayor, T ' (Signed)  'D. Dawy.
Quebec,
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No. 57. ‘ Queszc.
(No. 408.) ~
Cory of a Desparcu from Lord Stancey to Lord Mercavre, G.C.B. Lorlj%&:{wy
My Lord, Downing Street, 4th August 1845. o

I nave lid before Her Majesty your Despatches Nos. 299. and 311. of the 4(1;,"2;‘@{,‘;‘:‘1‘5,;‘;

20th June and 9th July last, communicating the melancholy Intelligence of the —__ "
"Two Tires by which the Town of Quebec has been successively desolated.

I have received Her Majesty’s Commands to express the deep Sorrow with
which She has received the Information, and the Sympathy which She feels for
the many Sufferers by these Misfortunes.

Her Majesty has felt great Pleasure in giving Effect to an Address from the
House of Commons requesting that a Sum not exceeding 20,000. be applied
to the Relief of the Sufferers by these calamitous Fires, and I am commanded
by Her Majesty to inform you that the Sum of 20,0001, is accordingly placed at
your Disposal to be applied in whatever Manner you consider most conducive
to that Object. ‘

I have, &c.
(Sigued)  STANLEY.

No. 58.
(No. 409.)
Cory of a Despatcu from Lord StanLey to Lord MeTcarre, G.C. B. No. 55.
Lord Stanley
l\Ty Lord, Downing Street, 4th August 1845. to

Wirn reference to my Despatch No. 408. informing you that the Sum of T.ord Metcalfe,
20,000/ had been placed at your Disposal for the Reliet of the Sufferers by the 4th August 1615,
Fires at Quebec, I enclose you the Copy of a Communication from the ——
Secretary to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, explaining the Mode __ g 4,
in which Provision has been made for Payment of the Amount. W

I have, &ec. 4
(Signed)  STaNLEY.

Enclosure in No. 58.

Sir, Treasury Chambers, 2d August 1845. Enclosure in’
I have it in Command to acquaint you, for the Information of Lord Stanley, that the No. 58.

Chancellor of the Exchequer has stated to this Board, that Her Majesty, having been graciously .
pleased to accede to the Address of the House of Commons relating to the Relief of the

Sufferers by the late calamitous Fire at Quebec, has expressed Her Desire that such Reliet

should be afforded without Delay; and I am to request that you will state to Lord Stanley

that in compliance with Her Majesty’s Desire my Lords have thought it advisable that the

Amount contemplated by the House of Commons should be placed at the immediate

Disposal of the Governor General of Canada, in order that it may be applied for the Relief

and Assistance of the Sufferers in such Manner as the Governor General may see fit;

and you will further acquaint Lord Stanley that my Lords will accordingly forthwith

instruct the Officer in charge of the Commissariat in Canada to make such Issues from the

Chest of his Department for the Purpose in question to the Extent of Twenty thousand

Pounds as the Governor General may require and direct ; and you will move Lord Stanley

to cause the Governor General to be apprized of these Instructions, and to authorize the

Governor General to make such Distribution or other Application of the Money as he may

deem most conducive to the Object for which it has been granted. »

I am, &e.
J. Stephen, Esquire, (Signed)  G. W. BraxpE,
&e. &e. e ‘ : Pro Sec.
T  No.59:
(No.849.) =+~ - = L o e S
‘Cory of a Despatch from Lord MercaLre, G.C.B., to Lord Stantey. 0 No, 59 -

-Lord Metcalfe -.°

My Lord, -~ . T ‘deqniiﬁe‘anohse, Montreal, 8th Seéptember1845.. .~ .to. "
Having communicated to the Mayor - of Quebec your Lordship’s Despatch, Lord Stanley, .. -
No. 408. of ‘the 4th ultimo, announcing that Her Majesty had been. graciously - 8th Sept.1845. -
please(d‘ t; give Lffect to an)'Addxjéss,ﬁ'm}i .the House of Commoﬁs,‘requestilng C =
- (41) c o L e e e that
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Enclosure in
No. 59.

Nou. 60,
Yord Stanley
to
T.ord Metcalfe,
2d Sept. 1845,

No.6L
Lord Stanley
to
Lord Metcalfe,
18l Sept. 1845,

=2 CORRESPONDENCE reLating To THE CONFLAGRATIONS

that a Grant not exceeding 20,000/, be made for the Relief of the Sufferers by
the late calamitous Fires in that City, I submit herewith a Copy of the Reply
which I have received from the Mayor in reference thereto.

I beg leave to report that there is no immediate Demand for the Money,
and that [ have not yet been able to determine upon the Manner in which it
is to be applied ; T therefore retain it for Consideration as to how it can be
most advantageously disbursed for the Bencfit of those for whose Relief the
Grant has been so generously accorded.

I have, &c.
(Signed)  MEeTcaLre.

Enclosure in No. 59.

Monsteur, Québee, 26me Aout 1845.

J'at Phonneur d'accuser la véception de votre lettre ’hier avec laquelle vous me
transmettez de la part de son Excellence copic d’une dépéche recue du Secréraire d’Etat
pour les Colonies.

Cette dépiche, que je m'empresse de faire conmaitre a ceux qu'elle regarde plus immé-
diatement, ne manquera d’¢tre accueillie par tous les citoyens de Québec avee les sentimens
d’une juste et vive reconnaissance, et cette nouvelle marque de la libéralité et de la
sollicitude du Gouvernement de Sa Majesté envers cette colonie sera, j'en suis siir, appréciée
a sa vraie valeur, et sera pour nous une raison additionelle de nous féliciter de ce que nous
appartenons au vaste et puissant empire qui nous donne aujourd’hui une preuve si dis-
tinguée de sa munificence et de sa libéralité.

Veuillez prier son Excellence de vouloir bien nous servir d’interpréte auprés de Sa Majesté
pour lui faire agréer nos plus respectueuses et nos plus sinceres actions de graces en
attendant que nous puissions remplir ce devoir d’une maniére plus publique et plus
solennelle. '

Veuillez aussi présenter & son Excellence Passurance réitérée de notre gratitude et de
notre reconnaissance pour cette nouvelle instance de sa sympathie a laquelle nous devons
ddja tant, et 4 laquelle nous sommes redevables, en grande partic du moins, du beau don
que j’ai Phonneur d’accuser par la présente, ]

Je suis, &e.

L’Honorable D. Daly, : (Signed)  R. E. Canon.

e &e &e .

No. 60.
(No. 428.)

Cory of a Desparcu from Lord StavLey to Lord MeTcarre, G.C.B.

My Lord, Downing Street, 2d September 18435.

I HAVE to acquaint your Lordship that certain Collections are in progress in
this Country for the Relief of the Sufferers by the late Fires at Quebec, and
that Arrangements have been made for paying the Amount thercof into the
Bank of England to your Credit. The Lords Commissioners of the Treasury
have also directed their Commissariat Officer in Canada to pay such Drafts as
you shall think fit to draw upon him on account of this Fund, after the Money
shall have been lodged in the Bank.

I am not at present acquainted with the Amount of the Collections paid into
the Bank of Lngland, but I shall probably be informed thereof before the
unext Mail for British North America, and I will apprise you by that Oppor-
tunity of the Extent to which you may draw on the Commissariat.

I have, &c.
(Signed) STANLEY.

No. 6l.
(No. 439.)
Cery of a Despatcu from Lord StanLey to Lord Mercarre, G.C.B.

M y Lord,’ : = Downing Street, 18th September 1845,
Wi reference to my Despatch, No. 428. of the 2d instant, in which I stated
that you should receive an Intimation by this Mail of the Extent to which you
might draw on the Commissariat in Canada for the Money raised: under the

Authority of the Queen’s Letter for the Relief of the Sufferers by the Fires at ‘:

Quebec,
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Quebec, I have now to inform your Lordship, that Four thousand six hundred
and three Pounds have been paid into the Bank of England as the Produce of
the Collection in question, and that you are at liberty to draw on the Commis-
sariat in Canada for that Sum.
I have, &c.
(Signed)  SraNLEY.

No. 62.
Cory of a LETTER from JaMEs STEPHEN Esq. to Capraiy Hiceinson.

Sir, Downing Street, 18th October 1845.

In Lord Stanley’s Absence from London at his Residence in Lancashire, I
enclose (as the only Means of saving the Mail which is to be despatched this
Lvening) the accompanying Copy of a Letter which has been received at this
Office from the Office of' the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, announcing
the Amount of Subscriptions which have been paid into the Bank of England
for the Relief of the Sufferers by the late Fires at Quebec. It would seem
necessary that Lord Metcalfe should be in immediate Possession of this
Intelligence. His Lordship will receive by the next Mail the official Com-
munication of it from Lord Stanley himself.

I have, &c.
(Signed)  Jas. STEPHEN.

Enclosure in No. 62.

Sir, Treasury Chambers, 16th October 1845,

Wirn reference to the Letter from this Department of the 22d ultimo, I am commanded
by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to acquaint you, for the Informa-
tion of Lord Stanley, that the further Sums, in addition to the Sum of 4,608/ therein
stated, which have been reccived into the Bank of England on account of Subseriptions for
the Relief of Suffercrs by the late Fires at Quebec amount to 25,6354 5s. 94, and the
Officer in charge of the Commissariat in Canada has been directed to pay the same to the
Order of the Governor General,

J. Stephen, Esquire, S ‘ I am, &e.
&e. &e  &e. (Signed)  C. E/TRrevELYaN.
No. 68.
(No. 451.) ' ‘
Cory of a Desparcu from Lord StavLey to Lord MeTcarrg, G.C.B.
M y Lord, Downing Street, 3d November 1845,

RErErRING to my Despatch of the 18th September, No.439., and to
Mr. Stephen’s Letter to Captain Higginson of the 18th October, on the Subject
of the Subscriptions for the Relief of the Sufferers by the Fires at Quebec,
I have now to acquaint your Lordship, that the Lords Commissioners of the
‘I'reasury have reported to me, that in addition to the Sum of 25,6351 5s. 9d.
a further Sum of 9,649/ 3s. 10d. has been collected, and paid into the Bank of
England on this Account. ’

I have, &c..

© (Signed)  Stawrey.

No. 64.
(No. 468.) oo L
Cory of a Despatch from Lord StanLEY to Lord MQTCALFE, G.C.B.
My Lord’ ! ' ) o

Sufferers by the Fires at Quebec to the further Amount. of -1,9391 5s. 9d. have
been received at-the ‘Bank of England, in addition-to the several Sums, amount-

‘ Lo :quni’n;g Strééf, 29th Novembqrﬁ‘ls'ﬁ.l :
I Have the Honour to inform you that Subscriptions -for the Relief of the

QuEBEC.

No. 62
J. Stephen, Esq.
to

Captain
Higginson,
18th Oct. 1845,
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No. 63.
Lord Stanley
to
Lord Metcalfe,
3d Nov. 1845.

No. 64.

. _Ijord Staniéyﬂ o

. Lord-Metcalfe, =~
© 29th .Nov.,]\84-5.l L

ing to 39,8874 9s. 7d., of which you have-already been apprised, and that -
the Commissary General in Canada has been instructed to. hold this further .

Sum at your Disposal.. - T P I
o - Thave, &e.”

Ly

~ (Signed) - Stawev.
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Mr. Secretary
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to
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3d Feh, 1816,

No. 66,
My, Seeretary
Gladstone
to
Lieut. Gen.
1he Earl Catheart,
26Gth Mar. 1846.
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No. G5.
(No. 15.) ,
Cory of a LerTer from the Right Honourable W. E. GLapstone to the
Earl Catucarr, G.C.B.

M y Lord, Downing Street, 3d February 1846.
Wirn reference to the several Despatches which have been addressed from
this Office to your Predecessor in the Government of Canada on the Subject
of the Subscriptions raised in this Country for the Relief of the Sufferers by
the Fires at Quebec, I have to inform your Lordship that the Lords Commis-
sioners of the Treasury have reported to me, in a Letter dated the 2d instant,
that a further Sum of 783/ 8. 7d. has been collected and paid into the Bank
of England on this Account, and that their Lordships have directed the Officer
in charge of the Commissariat in Canada to place that Sum at your Disposal for

the Purposes of the Subscription.
I have, &c.
(Signed) W. E. GLADSTONE.

No. 66.
(No, 44.;
Cory of a Desparcn from the Right Honourable W. E. Grapstoxe to the
Earl Catucart, G.C.B.

My Lord, Downing Street, 26th March 1846.

I uave the Honour to inform your Lordship that Subscriptions for the Relief
of the Sufferers by the Fires at Quebec to the further Amount of 1304, 4s. Gd.
have been received at the Bank of England, in addition to the several Sums of
which you have already been apprised, and that the Commissary General in
Canada hias been instructed to hold this further Sum at your Disposal.

I am, &ec.
(Sigued) W. E. GLaDpsTONE.
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