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ANNUAL MEETING.

The Thirtieth Annual Meeting of the Young Men’s Ohristian

Association, was héld on Tuesday evening, January 29th 1884, in 8t.
Matthew’s Church. <

The President, John 8. Maclean, Esq., took the Chair at 8 o'clock.
After singing “Our ‘blessed bond of Union,” the Rev. R. Iaing,
Pastor of the Church offered Prayer. .

After Prayer the Chairman spoke as follows :—

We are met here to night to celebrate our Thirtieth Annual Meeting

‘We had a pleasant and enjoyable Anniversary at our Rooms a week or

two ago, on which occasion we reviewed the events of the past 30

We had a number of ‘speakers who gave us a wonderful account of the

work of the Associations throughout the world, their origin and pro-
including the Halifax Association. Business is a part of the

gramme of our Meeting to-night, and we have made & new d

Hither;o it has been our custom to hold our Annual Meetings Rei:otrht:

Hall of our building, the membership only being invited,

were read, lltho:!i;;lg most of those present were familiar with what '

we were doing. On those occasions the Press kindly gave portions of

the reports, but these were not so full as we desired, and therefore not

as beneficial to our work as we hoped. We therefore ht it

better to have our Annual Meeting thrown open to the public with an

invitation to all to attend, and become uainted with what we were

doing through our reports, which will no::le read, after which we will

be favored with addresses, advocating the claims of our institution upon

the young men in the community,

The Secretary read the Minutes of last Annual Meeting.
Mr. James Forrest read Report of

MISSION AND DEVOTION. COMMITTEE'

Your Committes have met each Wednesday afternoon during the
year, and have had all the religious meetings of the Associations
under their care. * 5 .

Some months ago it was arranged ‘t!mt one or two members of the
General Committee, in turn, should attend each meeti , to assist if
required, and also to report any matters that might be vnéeresting, or
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valuable in furthering the work ; this arrangment has been carried out
effectually, and found to be of goodsservice.

Three Meetings are held each week. Gospel Service Sabbath
afternoon, attended by young people of both sexes, in the Hall in
winter, and & Prayer Meeting in the Olass. Room in sumpmer, cofi-
ducted by our own members, and aided in winter by one or other of '
the City Olergymen. We are under great obligations to our Ministers
for their kind interest and assistance at these gatherings, always ready
at our call, though they have so much of their own work on the
Sabbath, We have short addresses, earnest prayers, and good singing ;
many young people attend them, who do not go to any other religious
meeting ; and we often hear of persons away from home being helped
and strengthened against the temptations o Qity life, by a word in
season heard at our Gospel Service.

Our next Meeting is the Yonng Men’s own Prayer Meeting, held every
Thursday evening in the Parlor. The Secretary, with the assistance
of several young men who regularly attend, take charge of ‘this meeting.
St rs visiting our Association are gpecially invited by the Secre-

. tary toattend this service, they are warmly welcomed by the young men,

and find themselves among those who are christians, endeavoring to
help each other in the religious life, and who are desirous of leading
others with them: Several most interesting incidents of conversion
could be narrated as the result of this meeting. -

The Bible Class is the third object of the Committee's care, held every
who is selected b

the attendance has been fair, increasing in the Autumn and Winter,
This Class has been conducted without a break ever gince the formatio;
of the Association, thirty years aga, and many of our citizens who are
now growing old and falling out of the ranks of young men, look back
with gratitude dnd pleasure to the Saturday evening Bible Class.
The Committee feel this Class would be of inestimable benefit to

. many more young men in our City, who could both give and obtain
“instruction. in the best of studies, and we earnestly commend it to the

tention of all our bers.

esides these regular Meetings we have had our usual “Week of

,. Prayer” for young men; we arranged this year for morning services,

which, though the attendance was small, were well sustained. We
hadl also three evening meetings, with a fair number of membats

present. : f
Your Committe assisted the ©Evangelical Alliance” in their

/

Sapurday evening, in the Class Room, for one hour; the Chairman, //'/
the Committe, conducts it for one month ; the /

1 Jeasons are those of the “International Sunday School Scheme,” mlz/

/

i
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morning meetings of the *“ Week of Prayer,” held: in our Hall, which
were well attended, and very enjoyable,

We had a visit from Mr. Gurney, formerly. of England, now residing
in Truro, who kindly gave us some excellent addresses; we hope to -
hear from him again, i

“We regret we cannot report larger attendance at our meetings, but
We are continping to pray and wor , fully assured in due time we shall

reap if we faint not; we have all the machinery, but we want the
influence of the Holy Spirit.

J. 8 MAcLs.ug, Chairmﬁn.
Mr. R. G. Halls, réad Report of'

TRACT DISTRIBUTION "COMMITTEE,

Owing to the fact that at the t of the present com-
mittee’s term of office, a new departure in the work was introduced,
they have not been in as good & position to accomplish as much as their
predecessors. ! !

In other years the distributi g was confined chiefly to the'seamen,
Wwho were reached by visiting the wharves at which their vessels lay,
and those in the stream by a boat, owned by the Association. But
because of the wish of the Seaman’s Mission to haye control of this
work, which was considered legitimately theirs,- and because of the fact
that several of our distributors were memb 8 of that mission, and
continued to distribute for them, and also, that we were required to

seek new fields of labor, your Committée feel that they have been
unavoidably cramped in their work. :

At present wo are engaged in supplyirig, ‘as best we oan, several of
the Hotels, the Guard Rooms, Railvay and Police Station and Ferry
Waitmg Room. The namber of’ Truots stpplied by the British Ameri-
can Book and Tract Society is 5000, of which about 4000 have been
disposed of :

Your Committee are convinced that this is one of the most important
branches of Association work, and a grand test of Christian character.

They trust that every effort will be imade o further its usefulness.

: M. Hxvay, Rigrex, deting Chairman,
Mr. Herbert Hatris read Report of

: VSITING SICK COMMITTEE. '
During the past year the services of this Committee, happily have

" mot been required. They have hbeen ever ready to respond to the

necessities of any sick, One case only, called for any attention, and
in this the services of the Committee were not needed.
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The Committee desire to express their obligations to the Secretary
for his vigilance in regard to this work.
H. Harris, Chairman.

The President alluded to the apparent meagreness of the Report. He
said “this however # the best year we have had in connection with this
department. The Committee have made many sacrifices for sick
young men in this community, and perhaps, you have no acquaint-
ance with the nature of their work. The Committee consists
of eight or ten members, who, when they get word that a young
man wants visiting, kindly counsel, and loving care, their services are
at the patient’s disposal immediately. The committee have had many
cases of this kind, among which was that of a young man, a stranger
at one of our Hotels, who was attended to, and sat up with every
night for three months, until he was able to leave the city. There was
the case of another young man from" one of the Allan steamers, our
young men nursed him until the Bishop, who knew who he was, and
that he had come out here in connection with some church work, was
made acquainted with his case, who then took charge of him, and sent &
kind acknowledgment of what our Association had done for him. The
young man dying, the Association attended Ms funeral. We have
many other instances similar to those I have mentioned. It is agrand
good work. If youngmen are found in boarding houses or hotels, who
need nursing, and other kind offices, our committee are at their disposal
At all times. h

A Quartette composed of Messrs Norman, Burgoyne, Gillis and
Newcomb, sang * Onward Christian Soldiers.”

Mr. William Crowe read Report of

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE, at
The Membership Committee respectfully submit the following report :

Commencing the year with 400 names on the Roll, we have enlisted
77 new members, and have lost 35 ; closing the year with a net increase
of 42. Of the 35 names erased, 26 have left the city, 4 were over
three years in arrears; 2 have retired by request, and 3 have died.
Thirty one members have assisted in adding to our numbers by propos-
ing new members, and we, considering this part of our Association
work to be second to none in importance, earnestly solicit the co-opera-
tion of every sincere well wisher of the Association.

Your Committee realize that although death has taken but few from
our ranks, our logs has been great, and in the death of such esteemed
brethren as Joseph Bell, James Thomson and A. N. Archibald, the
Association sustains such loss as cannot be computed by numbers, and
cannot be expressed by any words we might feel disposed to use.
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For twenty years Mr. Bell w
iation, and hig earnest, faithful unassuming Christian life and

Mr. Thomson had been a hearty supporter and member of the Asso-
ciation since 1861, and manifested his continued interest in the work
by a bequest of one hundred dollars,

Mr. A. N. Archibald’s connection with the Association was of 8 more
recent date, but his interest in, and sympathy with, the objects of our
Association are well known to the members of the General Comuittee,

Your Committee respectfully urge upon every member the desirability
of special effort in in

ducing young men to join us in our truly Christ-
like Mission, 4t '

WiLtian COrow, Chairman.
Mr. R. J. Sweet read Report of

FINANCE COMMITTEE,

In reporting a deficiency at the end of the year just closed of $301 15
(consisting of $85 15 due the Treasurer, and $216 15 amount of unpaid

bills) this Committee claim that it must not be held responsible for
such a result, Tt ig i

In the early part of the year,
setting forth the benefits and needs of

subscriptions, The other was address
who from their financial standing in

it. These appeals met with almost no response whatever,

Your Committee note with gratitude the work accomplished by the
Rooms and Library Committee, who succeeded in meeting an €Xpen-
diture of $311 for of] cloth, &, by a special effort, and without
drawing on the funds of the Association,

We also note an increase in the ordinary Subscriptions of $69.

The actual deficiency for 1883 ig $135, the remaining $166 rightly
belongs to the previous year. The ordinary running expenses for the
year, exclusive of Interest, amount to $19(0,
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e to make any reductiou
le that there should be

as it is impossible to maintain the Institution in its present

efficient state on any less amount.

Your Committee cannot see how it is possibl
on this estimate, nor do they think it advisab!

any,
R. J. Sweer, Chairman.

Mr. 8. H. Black read Treasurer’s Statement.
Mr. Robert Baxter read Report of

EMPLOYMENT COMMITTEE.

The Employment Committee have to report that shortly after their
election to office, they had inserted in the religious and secular papers
the following notice :—
«The Employment Committee of the Young Men's Christian Associa-
tion being anxious to provide situations for young men and boys,

especially those coming to the city from the country, have opened a
registry at the rooms, where persons in gearch of employment can record
their names and file thejr recommendations. The committee will alsp
be thankful if persons in need of clerks, storemen, shop boys, etc., will

call upon the Seoretary of the Association for such,”

In response thereto quite a number of applicants for sitylations
registered their names, while very few of those in need of help Applied;
in consequence, only three were provided with places thgﬁugh this
agency, and while the result is far from that expected, the Bommittee
recommend its continuance for another year, feeling confident that it
is a work in the right direction, and by it the work of the Association
will be brought more prominently before the public, whose interest in
young meh we are striving to enlist.

H. P. Burtox, Chairman.

The Hymn *Sing them over again to me
congregation,
Mr. Geo. Cunningham read Report of
ROOMS AND LIBRARY COMMITTEE.

In submitting our Annual Report, we would draw your attention
to the present satisfactory condition of the Rooms. To these your

Committee have given especial attention ; having at considerable
expense had the Reading and Olass Rooms covered with linoleum, and
a new carpet placed and in other-

on the floor of the Committee Room,

ways renovating these as well as other parts of the building, so that
the whole is now in most excellent order. '

This has been accomplished at an expenso

Dollars, and knowing that the Treasurer was

of over Three Hundred
not in a position to meet

" was then sung by the
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There are few if any rivals to our Reading Room in these Provinces,
well lighted, convenient and comfortable, its tables are covered with the
best periodicals of the day, and newspapers from all parts of this Pro

. vince, as well as New Brunswick and P, E, Island, with not a few from

Canada and Great Britain, this full equipment makes it a favorite resort
for our members,

The Library contains 3200 volumes of high class literature, which
is being gradually increased évery year. In this connexion we
have to record the unfailing generosity of our esteemed friend T. B.
Akins, Esq,, who has so kindly added to our shelves 12 new vols.
with the promise of more for this year, we have also received from
W. Crowe, a copy of the life of Spurgeon, and a new Map of the Dominion
has also been hung up in the rooms. Your committee would earnestly
urge the appropriation of a sum for new books, it being particularly

i iation be as complete as possible.
A new catalogue is much needed, and we would suggest that attention
be given to its Preparation whenever funds will permit.

We note with pleasure the increasing use made of the Dining Room.
which is under the efficient management of our janitor, Mr, Saunders,

Trustees, these
suggestions your committes understand are being carried out,

Before closing this report we would contrast our present Rooms with
what they were 30 years ago, then this work was begun in one small
Room with but few members to carry it on, but now we have
premises of which any community might well feel proud. Tt is there-

fore with no ordinary feelings of eéncouragement, and gratitude to an
ever kind Providence in thus blessing

We present our Annual report,
; GEo. CUNNINGHAM, Chairman,
Mr. O. M. Hill read Report of

LITERARY anD SOCIAL COMMITTEE.

Your Committee on commencing their work for the year, revised

and had printed 700 copies of the Twenty-ninth Annual Report of the
Association, ;
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Lecrures.—On the 2nd March, 83, Prof. Groodwin, of Sackville, N.B,
gave a Lecture on « Organized Nature” and on the 99nd January, '84,
Rev. John Lathern of Windsor, N.§., Lectured on ” The, England of the

Reformation,” both Lectures were greatly appreciated.
ExTERTAINMENT.—On the 6th November an “ At Home " was held,
open to the members of the Association and their friends. Adresses
Revd. Dr. Burns, and the

pei
were delivered by Revd. J. J. Teasdale,
President. Music by several Ladies and Gentleman, and & Refresh-
ment Table presided over by six young Ladies were among t‘ many
attractions of thissuccessful meeting.
ANNIVERSARY.—On the 10th December, the 30th Anniversary of the
Association was celebrated in the Hall, ‘His Honor the Lieut. Governor
presided, Adresses (interspersed with music) were delivered by Peter
Lynch, Esq., Hon. 8. L. Shannon, 8ir William Young, Rev. Dr. Hill,

Hon. Dr Parker, and John S. Maclean, Esq., President. This meeting

was also a success.
Desamive Onus.—In November, & Debating Olub was organized,

and has had several lively meetings.

Your Committee take this opportunity of expressing their thanks to
the ladies and gentlemen who have assisted at the meetings during the

year.
D. HENRY STARR, Chatrman.

The OChairman in calling for the Reception Committee’s Report,
vemarked that the business of this Committee was to welcome strangers

who come to the Ropms of the Association, give them a kind words
and an invitation to look through the building, present the advantages
to be gained by becoming & member,

and enlist their sympathies in the
work.

Mr. Blackwood read Report of

RECEPTION COMMITTEE.
During the greater part of the evenings of the past year, the mem-
bers composing your comnmittee have been in attendance at the Rooms,
4o extend a friendly greeting to strangers and visitors. Quite & num-
ber have been conversed with, and made to feel that we are really
interested in them, and we have been repeatedly chieered by the evident
pleasure some have shown of their appreciation of our attention.

M. HexryY RICHEY, Chairman.

Singiug “ Abide With Me” by the Quartette.
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The Chairman called upon the Rev. J. W, Manning, Pastor of the
North Baptist Church, to move:the adoption of the Reports read, who
spoke as follows :—

Mr. Ohairman’ and Ohristian Friends, I esteem it a privilege to
stand upon this platform to speak on behalf of the Young Men’s
Ohristian Associsition, of Halifax. I can stand here with a great deal
of pleasure, and with satisfaction,* knowing that it is an Association
controlled, and guided by christian men, that it is under the sway of
christian influence, and that all who come in contact with the members
in their meetings of various kinds are brought under this influence.
And as a christian minister, of course, I must esteem it a privilege
to represent an institution such as this. I did think of saying some-
thing this evening with respect to the work of the Association, but the
reports of the Committees which have been given to you just now make
that unnecessary. - They are full and complete, and you have a
picture presented to you by these reports of the work that is being
done by this ‘Association.

In connection with any work in which we may be engaged as Chris-
tian men and women, t{e first thing we want to ask ourselves is
this: Is the work a worthy one? And then in working it out have
we an adequate motive?! Now, I take it that the work of this Associa-
tion is very similar to the work of the Christian Church. The Intter,
if I understand it, is the conversion of the soul, and the building up
of a strong christian character. Those two things, it seems to me,
belong to the Christian Ohurch, to this she is to bend her energies and
offorts. Now if that be the idea that a Christian Association should
have, then you see how it works, and how it has been working during
the year that is gone. I wasimpressed with the report of the Devotion
Committee, in which it was stated that there were those who had
given evidence of an interest in the Lord Jesus Christ, who had
been brought under the influence and power of the Gospel, and led to
accept Jesus Christ as their Saviour- and ‘Redeemer, Now, if nothi
else had been accomplished this year than what was said to us in that
report, we ought really to ¢thank God, and take courage,’

Two boys were in a room at play; -one of them wrote upon a window
pane with a diamond. The other said to him “Don’t write there for it
will never rub out.” Now, there ‘is writing going on all about us—
writing upon human' hearts—good writing and bad. The aim of this
Association, and that of similar Institutions, is to write upon human
hearts that which is good, and pure and true, noble, lovely and of good
report.  But oh, friends, there is much that is evil being written
upon these hearts, and the writers are legion ‘and unscrupulous. Our
aim should be to lessen the number of these, and increase that of
the others. This leads me to speak of the spirit in' which we should

§
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different, prayerless, to save them' from becoming frivolous and empty
and  caring for none of thege things, so- vital in the formation of
oharacter, knowing as I do that when they pass a certain period of life,
it is an exceedingly difficult thing to reach them, I speak here only as
to my own individual experience. I'know: that the grace of Giod is
omaipotent, that He is able to save any man, and yet I know that the
young are most frequently reached i my own church work, and so far
a8 I have observed, it has been so with reference to others. There are
many who come here from the country, whe live here for a while, and
h their panions. Many of them eame from christian homes;
and have lived under ¢hristian influences. Here they get into the
company of ungodly young men, and soon become careless, indifferent,
and heedless of the claims that God has upon them. I want to
say a word to the young. If there is ‘ome here who is looking
forward to a life of usefulness, who is ‘eounting upon his' future
length of days, thinking of his talents, and how he will employ them,
I want to say to him this: Jyou are going dnto business, perhaps,
and will strive to acquire a competence, afterwards retire and live at

+ your ease, and after that—after that you have to die, and after that. "

the judgment. That was & most impressive of Beripture that
was read at the opening of these proceedings (Mathew 26th chap. from
21st verse—*“when the son of man shall come, etc.”)  And friends
what is the decision? what is the conclusion ¥ How have you lived, for
self, caring not for others t as long as you made asuccess, according to
the world's estimate, what then! "Lhé soul is lost, dying without God,
spending an eternity where thére i8'no hope.  All is gone. Now this
Association is putting forth efforts to get hold of young men, to bri
them into their ro6ms, to impress ‘them, not offensively, “but to ge
them under religious influence, to bringhem where they will be cheered
and encouraged, and to remove them from many of the temptations of
life to which they are exposed. Weknow that many of them are thus
exposed. Young men, much is done here for yon, There is the well
furnished reading room, with excéllent food for the mind. There are
religious services held there.—good for the soul, ‘there 'is the large
library filled with interesting books, Where the young men can improve
themselves as 80 to become strong, and useful members of society. Now
friends this is what we want-.ty gether all we can into the Association;
The membership has grown considerably the last year ; fifty or a hundred
ought to be added to the list during the year upon which we have
entered, and if we go into the work with a will, ‘give ourselves up to
it, and show our interestylihd zeal, it can be done, ' Let us put forth our
energy, and it will grow and increase. There is one name that ought
to ‘influence us and fire our hearts, and only one name. Tt is
ehid that when Napolean I'was sent to Elba, He left behind
him & large ber of friends, among the n pegple and
noblas, who were strongly attackied to him, and identified With his
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interests.” They did not forget him though he was banished. How
did they keép him in mind { A ber of bronze medals of their great
chief were made, and each of his friends had one, and whenever they
met each other, they would pull out this image from their pockets, and

{ would whisper in the ear of the other the word “ Napolean.” And
thus their friendship for and their interest in him were kept alive, and
sustained, so that when he landed on the shores of France, the whole
country rose up, and flocked to his standard. 'We need no bronze
image of our Lord, the captain of our salvation, because he is enshrined in
our hearts, and we know we.can whisper his name, 1 can whisper to
you, and you can whisper it to another, and thus our love and attach-
tnent to him will be kept alive, and we will work for the Master with
such devotion and zeal as should characterize every one of his faithful
followers. It is with that namein my heart, and on my lips that I
would move the adoption of the reports to which we have listened, and
1 do it with a great deal of pleasure. :

Rev. L. H. Jordan, Pastor'of St. Andrew’s Church, in seconding the
motion for the adoption of the Reports, spoke as follows:

Mr, Chairman and Christidn Friends: I feel that it is almost im-
possible to add any thing to what has been so fully and so admirably
presented to us to-night, in the reports which have been laid before
this meeting. There is a certain_eloquence inherent in the mere state-
ment of facts such as thosé to which we have just been listening, which
needs not the support of any formal words which I might utter; but
gtill T feel that if the facts in question are to have the effect which
they ought to have—if they are to have the effect which true eloquence
invariably has,—they must move us to action, and deepen permanéntly
ourinterest in the work whose claims have been so forcibly brought before
us this evening. I, for one, am very glad indeed that the new departure,
by which this Annual Meeting assembles to-night in one of the largest
of our Oity Churches, has this year been inangurated in the history of
the Halifax Association ; because, in years past, there has not been
sufficient, acquaintance with the character and success of the labors
which it has put forth for the benefit of young men. 1 feel sure that

when it is fully known what has been attempted and achieved by this
devoted Christian Association, it, will come to be regarded as one of the
Tnstitutions of the city than which mo other is doing more worthy work ;
and it will ever be gratefully remembered and appreciated by the people.
For here, as in other cities where similar Institutions are found, it was
brought into existence solely for one purpose—that it might befriend
those who, more largely than any other class in the community, are
exposed to peculiar and i ble temptations ; and who, as a class,
are peculiarly difficult to reach through the Gospel. - The Church, it is
admitted by all pastors, does not reach a large portion of the young men
who go there, from; time to time, to attend its services. I am not prepared
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$o admit that even the Association hag fully attained the result for which
it has so zealously labored. But I dosay that the Ohristian Associationg
of our la.nd~containing among their membership, some of the mogt
devoted workers of all the churches—ape striving, with single and conge-
crated purpose, to save young men, everywhere, from the 'temptahioqs
+ which beset ther ; and, with such 8reat success have these efforts been
already rewarded, that it becomes us to-night to offer abundart thanks.

givings to God,
It is a great (though a ve

s those who, becauge they are young and active, gre therefore stro,
enough to be able ¢ tak

ho drop into unknown' an, 1gnominious graves |
Oh! the victory is indeed $0 thoge who are stro ; but it is gained
only by thoss who are strong i ivi

ng in the power of divine 8race, and
of the Glogpel, Young Men who are not

great danger, They are like the Recruit
who, with no knowledge of actual warfare, will

perhaps hefore long be
seen leaning, like the Dying Gladiator, upon hig &rm,—while the warm
life blood needles] J flows away. The young man goes unsu'épiciously
into the struggle with the world ; he doas not realize. his paril, nor the
necessity for watohfulnegg, The Recruit, indeéd, has the advantage in
this comparison for he &nows that he is in r; whereas inexperience
and youth, confident in their own Ppowers, fancy they are proof against
all a.llurements, and that they will Scathless, . It is Jjust the
case of a ship leaving harbor, its new white, sails fully spread out, to
the breeze. The Water is smogth, and its broad expangse seems to inyite
the coming of the vessel.  The young Mariner stands upon the deck,
pleased with the Plcturesque Scenery ang with all hig Surroundings. He
imagines all will e well on the Voyage, and he looks forward to the
future as likel Yy to bring with it nothing but pleagure, ! Naturally emough,
then, he is not inclined to listen with my Patience, when an old

says: “Sir, though you are
Zpta.m of this slu'p! I know more about the

i sea, than you do,  There are

hidden rocks, and i i giantgales,{nd other dangers "

:1}119 shqt) ma}y lie beculmled' 0 Move, or its seams nay open, and
6 water iipon H

(ny : it now o 8racefy ly glides,) may, become jtg
winding sheet,” So, many a young man enters upon the vo age of life,—
confident in his owy, principles, and in the singerity of hig ieart He is
nob suspicious of the ¢vil planning of ofhers, hecause he ha.snottnodﬁ;a




&

deep. Ah! but there is a dividing line,
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world, | He lacks the experience which older men have painfully
acquired. Someti , when ious of drawing near a danger, he still
thinks he can drop anchor an here, because the stream is not too

i somewhere, between safety and

danger. Youknow that, just above the Niagara Falls, the river spreads
out into a beautiful sheet of water. Alliscalm, and the current is not
very strong. In & light skiff, you can glide nearer and nearer to the spot
where the beaded spray is const tly rising. There does not appear to
be much danger. You feel that, by & few sturdy strokes, you can escape
the peril. But there is & cortain point which, if you pass, 10 human

wer can save yow, snd your littlo craft goes out of sight forever.

‘And so it is with young men—s8o many
until going t00 near the edge, they are brought within the eddy of the
whirlpool, within the power of the resistless current, and so are lost.
Now it s just here that the Christian Association ‘interposes—when the
young man is begi ing life. Whether that life be regarded asa warfare
or as a voyage, the youth requires to be properly equipped to encounter
its vicissitudes. = The Head-quarters, therefore, of great ¢ Vigilance
Committees,” (s0 to speal,) Christian Associations are spreading all
over the world. Whenever & young man is about commencing his

i iati that he

accordingly,

or the work that is done in the Home; but it merely supplements that
work. Sometimes, however, the Church and the Home fail to do their
duty,—in which case the Association attempts to supply what is lacking
through the culpable neglect of others. ‘Wherever these Associations

exist, they seek diligently for young men. Their Agents are constantly
busy among every class and grade of society. ‘When Emigrants come to
ourcities, whether from Germany, Ttaly or any other foreign nationality—
especially of late, when they come from Ohina—these Agents goat once
among them, and seek to bring them under influences that are good
‘And so it is with the work among special clases, whether professional
men, OF COI ial travellers, or students, or business men, OF the
employees, on railways. \In figt, the purpose of the Association is to
geek out young men, every-where and anywhere, and if pogsible bring
them into sympathy with the true spirit of christain faith ; and 80 it
seoms to me that there cannot conceivably be any organization in
existence, more deserving of general esteem, than is that of which
she Halifax Young Men's Christian Association is 80 worthy a repre-
gentative.

A debt of gratitude, greater than can ever be repaid, has even already
this Institution, under whose auspicies we are met
to-night ; and the same statement is u‘g.“ true of every similar
Institution, wheresoever found. The worl o{ such Associations is of
‘momentous jmportance, i %o young men ; but it is also of moment-
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ous importahce to the world, The you;
mould the course of events, and de
and morality, in the generation following, Therefore, it is of paramount
importance that we save the young. How many promising lives have
been lost and woefully wrecked, because, at the outset, they received
an impulse in 4 wrong direction! How any sad hearta there are
to-day in Nova Scotia, and New England, and all along the Atlantic
Vi Cfn.at, because of that fatal mistake by which the “Clty of Columbus,”
{ just at the very beginning of her voyage, became a total loss,—a loss
eternal, doubtless, tosome, Youth is the time of our golden oppertunity,
if we would help young men, Assistance then, is worth twice as much
a8 it can possibly be afterwards, Ap Eastern story tells us of an
Enchanted Hill, at the top of which was hidden g very precious jewel ;
and any young man, who would climb the hill, could have the prize if he
could find it. Byt none were ever to look backward, once they had
set out. Many made the ati, pt; but, be they looked
were all turned into stone,—and we

g men of one generation are to
termine the standard of christian life

nes,

the words that have weight
with a young man seem to have with' him no influence whatever,
It was my Pburpose to have given you, to-night, some instances of the
general helpfulness of thege Associations to those that stand in need of
their aid—instances which have i

tion, as
I have been moving about in Canada and abroad. My ¢;
3

N

$ not being sure that I would stop off, I

© 1O arrangements for seouring a room. = After trying hard
get accommodations, I found it was impossible to get even a stretch
ina hall-way.  After tea, (which I found very difficult to g&t,) I went
to every remaining Hotel and Boardi 5
in vain; I could not getunder cover. I then thought I would gotothe
station, take a train, and come back in the morning ; but the last train
had gone! It began to look ag though I would have to stay on the streets
allnight. - But it ocourred to me t0 go to the Christi

ian
could find it. T got there, introduced mysgelf to the Becretary, told him I
+ Was & member of the Association here and a Licentiate of the P'mlbytennn
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Ohurch, and informed him of my predicament. He was not suspicious,
though he had only my simple word to rely upon ; 80 taking out a ‘
he wrote-on it the address of a private house,—to which I went, and there
1 was very kindly received and treated. This is one instance of the
temporal help sometimes afforded by these Associations. I could, did
time permit, give you many {llustrations of the spiritual help which
the Association has as readily given to those whom it has sought out
and saved. ;

Before I conclude, Mr. Chairman, 1 feel T must’ congratulate many
who are assembled here, in this audience room, thisevening. And first,
1 must congratulate you, Sir, upon having so often been elected President
of this Association, which, now for thirty years, las been so active in
carrying on every good work in this city. 1 must congratulate, also, the
Members of the Association, in'that they'have been able to find one
among their number who has 5o ably discharged the duties of his office
on every ocoasion and one, whose name, I am sure, will be inseparably

ort here, for all time to come. And T con-

linked ‘with Association-eff
tulate the Association, further, in that they have secured the valuable

help of so many willing hands, fér the more efficient carrying on of the
good work. It was certainly an admirable sight to witness this evening,—
50 many christian young men coming to the front, and presenting those
reports to which we listened with such great gratification. It is not
many years ago since this Association its good work, which had

then to be done by only & faithful few. But it is not so now. There

is not to-day that isolation, which formerly prevented any growth of
warmth of feeling. On the contrary, there is mutual confidence, and

hearty co-operation. And finally, T congratulate you, Young Men of
Halifax who are not members of the Association, in that you have an
opportunity of becoming promoters,with others, of all that is lovely and
pure and of good report. This Association, remember, is constituted
of young men, and by young men, and for young men. Therefore yotu

should not fail to rally around it, and seek to extend its usefulness.

While you will be doing good to others, you will not miss getting good

for yourselves. To the Ohristian Public of this city, and to those who
believe in the genuine efficacy of prayer, my last woyd shall be : pray
for this Institution,—that they who manage its affairs may not be
discouraged, but 'that God may use them, even yet more abundantly
and more manifestly in the future than in the past, fof the help of all
that is righteous and for the salvation of men.

4 the motion for the adoption of the presented

1 very cordially
Reports.
(Motion to adopt reports passed unanimously.)
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Before the adj
follows :
We are grateful to the Pastor and Trustees of St. Matthews for the
of the Church, and also to the Quartette and Choir for their
excellent services, and I am sure I express the sentiménts of every
ber of the A iation when I say that we are gratified at the
result of this, our first attempt at making onr Apnual Meetings open
to the general public. It was with fear and trembling that we first
considered, then proposed, and finaly decided to have this public
meeting here to-night, because we have noticed that in the case of the

ournment of the meeting, the chairmian spoke as

gathered at our annual meeting here this evening. Itis a token and
earnest, to us that we are in the right way, that our work is appreciated,
that God will help us, and that if we are as faithful to him as he is to
us, we will do more and more to the gathering in and helping of young
men. There is no nobler work than that in which we are engaged.
Is there any class in the community who need the rescuing hand more
than our young men, And we are doing the work which God has

given us to do, and so long as we have a band of men such ag we

co-operation in our work, They have helped us from the first, and
they have made no complaint against us of having trespassed upon the
work that legitimately belongs to them. I have that proud story to
tell you to-night, and they will help us more and more 80 long as our
work is consistent and in accordance with their perceptions of right and
duty as we hope it always will be. T will say to you who have listened
to the reports that have been presented here, and who have been stirred

ments of the amount of time,

is & work to which you can
give your means, your countenance, your kindly ‘éxpressions, and any
other assistance you can offer most liberally and cheerfully, You have
helped us in the past, and you will do the same in the future, We
are now Three Hundred Dol ingpbt, The public, especially the busi-
ness men of the community (for these are the men who reap much of the
benefits of our work,) should rally around

and we should soon have
the amount sent in to'us, In other cities the merchants are appealed
to, the matter is properly put before them, and, knowing the benefits

they derive from the Ohristian Association, they respond to the call for
aid. We must appeal to them in the same way here. Can we not say:
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« Are we not doing your work and assisting you by giving you the
right stamp of men—men that by the influence with which they are
or Fifty

surrounded are honest and earnest—give us Ten, Twenty,
Dollars to help sustain this work.” Thousands are obtained in this

way elsewhere from the merchants, who say, Well, if you will do
the work we will find the means.” I say here will you doit? Ido
not want to be a professional beggar, nor am I going to propose & col-
lection now, but we want the Three Hundred Dollars sent to us, and
we want that immediately. »

A motion to adjourn till Saturday evening, for
Bearers was passed.

After singing Doxology,
Johns Churcli offered Prayer and pr

the election of Office

the Rev. H. H. McPherson, Pastor of St
d the Benedicti
HENRY THEAKSTON,
Secretary.

Halifax Young Mens’ Christian Assoeiation in Account with Treacurer o'v

D,
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LIFE MEMBERS.

SIR WILLIAM YOUNG, Kt 1

GEORGE H. STARR, t

WILLIAM HARE,

WILLIAM CUNARD,
WILLIAM MILLER,
JAMES THOMSON,

LIST OF MEMBERS.

Blackney, A. H.

Davies, 0. W. Grant, William

Akins, T. B,
Allan, G, W, Bent, Herbert, Duffield,/ A. Gilmour, Robt.
‘Angwin, J. H. Borden, R. L, Deacopd C. Grifiths, R. H,
Aviry, Dr. Brough, Joha, Darling, L. B\
‘Anderson, George B H.W.C. Dorey, 8. G ‘Hamilton, W. H
‘Artz, Charles H, Dennis, W. e eingtod) %, 1.
Austen, J, H. Doane, F. H. W. eria Horbert 4
Allison, J. W. Costley, John. Pakin. P, A, Hart, . W,
‘Allison, David, LL. D. Cuelmun\‘l,{on. 8. Denton, A.J Hask Jairus
Angwin, W. K. QOlagton, AL, 8+ Herkes, James
Allodice, James Olinch, David. . geon B H qill, Hon. P. G
Andrews Frank Opnung - . iy, John iy, G. F.
ams, K. D. .
ﬂexu a6, No ‘lk Copswell, A, W. i:ﬁ:, !Cohn loll:)wny, (\; 1lliam
mstrong, Fran Clayton, Hdw. SR .70, M,
Armatrong, Fronk  Giuie, Howaed,  ElC down 1, 0. ¥y
‘Allison, O R Chaplin, B A. Everett, ore :[::;tt’o i ;Vm
gmﬁzt'c 1 Hesson, Wm. Jr.
vg, W. L. Oraigwt, 002\, ip, Feirbanky Q. - B
Beckwith, K. N. Chipman, J merty, frthur Halliburton, A. A«
Sell, Andrew Coleman, W.J. ::n- an, Thos. Hunt, A, 8.
jell, Charles Curren, A, E. ‘orest, Himmelman, W. !
Senpett, J. G. D,  Cunningham, A H ey e Gv;*g')' Hills, J. E.
Black, 8. H, Ghlxmw, BW. "reue:gw g ;{{“t' JAbJ“el: tor
Blackwood, D. Galdwell, J. W. - . T e Lo
joreham, 8. lorston, James e B A A H.
jremner, A. Gt Chamberlain, W, H. Forbes, Th : Harris, Lay.
3remner;, J, J. Gostley, Alf. rbes, 3"1';' }hlliday,‘L N.
rodie, Neil. Campbell, G. 8. D‘-mkna{b . B. Hil, PG, I
srookdald, 8 M. Clark, Nopesn. P"r)l;u', : 'h ¥ Horton, Chas.
rown, T. A Cogswell, Dr. A. C. ,"\‘;i" 06:0 H Harrison,
Jurton, H. P, Collins, h 4 "lﬂ nl,D ];80 F{ougheuLJ,J.
Jurgoyne, John Orawford Samuel. ;“em:x:r oy i"“““ds‘ “
Beckwith, H. L. Creighton, C. A. Aes b ogg S0
Jaimister, W. Crowe, ﬁmim. 'arquhar, James arris, W, 8. 1
Jurbidge, D. H. anningham, George I":r::n, 181". arris, William
rowe, Walter Hado or‘hl. =5 .c;.-m A n{:
. Coombs, J, R, flowers, Henry %?x:;rl Y Da M.
e 0.4 oy Ruesnlp
Clarke, Douglas 3 arrls, Fre
Goulson. Robt Praser, Jas. K.
Calder,J. 0. ;‘r:l;inr. VXI'QK' Johnson, T. C.
Colquhioun, W, frager, Robt. Johnston, John B.
%::;:::. y‘-_ﬂ Farr, W, Johnstone, Judge
Oreelman, O, G. Foster, Alonso f‘g:dkmiemlwn
QCalder, J. W. James, T- 0.
Cawsey, Jas. Griersgn, John Johneon W.H
Grawlord, i, | Golder® I M, Jout Hdward
Cumming, T Graham, W. N.
| 3o0ld, A H. W. TJack, A
3illis, D, C.
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CONSTITUTION.

Revised and Amended at a S}Jacial Merting called for the purpose,
March 11th, 1875.

-—-."-u-’.‘_—
ARTIOLE 1.

The Association shall be called “TaE Youxa MzeN’s CHRISTIAN
Associarion. ”

ARTICLE II.

The object of this Association shall be, the improvement of the
spiritual, moral, mental and social condition of the young men of the
City of Halifax by the support and maintenance of Religious social
meetings, sermons, lectures, library, reading-rooms, and such other
means as may coniduce to the accomplishment of this object.

ARTIOLE III

Any person of good moral character may become a member of the
Association by the payment of such fee as may be fixed by the By-Laws
to entitle him to all the privileges of membership. He shall be pro-
posed by a member of the Association, and shall be elected by ballot
by the General Committee. But no person shall be eligible toserve on
a Committee, or be an Officer of the Association, who is not a member
in good standing in one of the evangelical churches,

ARTICLE IV,
Any member, on payment of Forty Dollars at one time, may
become a Life Member.
ARTIOLE V. ’

The officers of the Association shall consist of a President, not
more than six Vice-Presidents, Corresponding Secretary and a Treasurer
(who shall be ea-officio members of the General Committee), and a
General Committee of not more than thirty-two members, comprising,
as far as possible, members of each evangelical, denomination, all of
whom shall be elected annually by ballot, but such ballot may be
dispensed with by a unanimous vote of the members present. The
General Committee shall have the power to fill vacancies occuring in
their body after the Annual Meeting.

ARTIOLE VI
All tings of the Association shall be opened and closed with

prayer.
ARTICLE VIL

The Committee shall have power to suspend or expel any member

whose conduct may be found inconsistent with the character of the
Association.
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ARTIOLE VIII.

The Real Estate owned by the Ass
corporate name of the Association, and gh:
of Trustees, to consist of the President of
being, and eight Trustees to be elected by .
members of the Board of Trustees shall retire annually, who shall be
eligible for re-election, The two members of the Board of Trustees
first named in the Act of Incorporation shall retire at the end of the

first year, the second two at the end of the second year, the third two

at the end of the third year, and the remaining two at the end of the
fourth year. e

ARTIOLE IX. ‘

BYE-LAWS,
—oo.—m.....

ARTIOLE I—MEMBERS’ FEE,

Membetd received into the Association shall pay an annual fee of

Two Dollars payable on admission, and on the first of J, anuary in each
year thereafter.

ARTICOLE II~DUTY OF OFFICERS.

1. Tt shall be the duﬁyﬁ‘f the Pregident, and in his absence of
the senior Vice-President present, to Preside at meetings of the Associa-
tion and General Committee. s

2. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer Yo receive all monies and
disburse the same under the direction of the General Committes, He
shall present a full and correct account of his transactions to the annual
meeting and to the General Committee when required.

3. The General Committee shall manage all the affairs of the
Association and make bye-laws for its government,  They shall appoint
a Secretary and fix his salary, and shall report fully to the Association
at the Quarterly and Annual Meetings, They ghall appoint the
following Standing Committee, and such .other Committees ag may be
required, viz,; A Committee on Missions and devotions ; on Finance ;
Literary and Social Committee ; on Membership ; on Strangers and
Employment, on Temperance ; on Tract D.istn'bution » on Visiting
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Bick ; and on Rooms and Library. Seven members shall form a quorum
for the transaction of business.

4. The Board of Trustees shall discharge their duties under the
direction of the General Committee, and shall present a full repor of
their proceedings to the Association at the Annual Meeting,

5. 1t shall be the duty of the Rccon(iiing Seoretary to keep a
% Vo on :

record of all gs of the Associ ttees, and of the
name,’ residence and Church of each member, notify all officers and
members of their election or appointment

pp t, and prepare the work for
the Business Meeting. He shall collect membership dues and subscrip-

tions, and pay the same over to the Treasurer. He ghall also act as

Librarian, and genarally under the direction of the Committee, perform
such duties as they require.

6. Tt shall be the duty of the Corresponding Secretary, under the
direction of the Committee, to conduct the correspondence of the

Association, keeping copies of all letters and fyles of those received,
ARTICLE IIL—STANDING OOMMITTEES,

1. The Committee on llissio'n,wnd Devotion shall consist of seyen
members, and have charge of mission work, and of all the devotional
meetings and Bible Classes of the Association.

2. The Committee on Fi shall ist of five members, who
shall devise means for obtaining funds for the Association, shall ex-
amine and approve all accounts referred to them by the General Com-
mittee, previous to payment by the Treasurer.

3. The Literary and Social Commsttes shall consist of seven
members. They shall under the direction of the General Committee,
provide for the delivery of lectures, the establishment and manage-
ment of literary classes, and of social tings of the Associati

4. The Membership Committee shall consist of nine members,
All propositions for membership shall be referred to them, and they
shall, after due enquiry, report on the same to the General Committes,
They shall be empowered to strike from the roll of membership any
person who fails t0 pay his dues for two years consecutively unless, in
their opinion, there are special circumstances in the case,' They shall

also by such means as they may think best, endeavour to interest the
membership in the work of the Association.

5. The Employment Committee shall.consist of five members, and

it shall be their duty to aid young men in ting employment.
6. The Zemperance Committee llmllnknxiut of seven members,
i

whose duty it be to promote the principle of total abstinence from
intoxicating liquors, ; ‘

7. The Committee on Tract Distribution shall consist of five mem-
bers, and it shall be their duty to distribute tracts and religious period-
icals as opportunity may offer, ;
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8. The Visiting Sick Committee shall consist of five members,
They shall carefully visit any members ‘who may be laid aside by
sickness, affording them such sympathy and assistance as may be in their
power, and when considered nhecessary, report such cases to the Generl

. Committee. }‘“

9. The Rooms and Library Committee shall consist of Seven mem-
bers. They shall have charge of the Rooms of the Association, make
provision for furnishing, lighting, warming, and keeping the same in
order. They shall use all suitable means for the increase and preser
vation of the Library—provide papers and periodicals for the Readi
Room, and shall approve all publications prior to their admission into
the Library and Reading Room.

10. * Any member of any Standing Committée absenting himself
from four consecutive meetings, without sufficient reason, shall cetal:e

e

to be a member of such Committees, and his place shall be filled by
General Committee,

ARTICLE IV.—VISITING ROOMS COMMITTEE.

There shall be a Committee on Visitation of the Rooms, to consist
of members of General Committ , in rotation, as may be arranged,
whose duty it shall be to visit the Rooms ag often as possible—to be
present at the Prayer Meeting on Thursday evening ; also the Sunday
evening Bible Olass.' They shall acquaint themselves with the religious

dition of the Association, and the working of each of the Committees,
and shall report to General Oommittee at their Quarterly meetiug,

ARTIOLE V,—MEETINGS,

L. The Annual Meeting of the Association for the election of
officers and the tr tion of other busi shall be held in the month
of January, in each year,

2. Quarterly Meetings of the Association shall be held in the
motiths of April, July and October, at which meeti reports from the
several Standing Committees shall be present d, &:ga g 1 busi
transacted.

3. Meetings may be called at any time by the Committee, or by
the-President on the requisition of five members,

4- The General Committee shall hold regular Quarterly Meetings,
and may ke called together at any time by the President or any three
members. |

ARTICLE VI—ATLTERATIONS.

No Bye-Law shall be altered, except by a twothird vote of those
E;:nt at a business meeting—notice of the intending alteration havin

given at a previous meeting ; but any By:-Law may be mspendeg
for the time being by a unanimous vote,

»




AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE
HALIFAX
YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION;

" PASSED THE 6ih DAY OF MAY, 4. D, 1675,

Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and Assembly, as follows :—

I. Johin S. Maclean, William B, McNutt, Mirdock M, Lindsay, James B,
Morrow, William C; Délaney, William H, Wiswell, Daniel McN, ‘Parker, Samuel]
- H, Black, William H. Neal, Edward Jost, James C, Mackintosh, A hibald
Patterson, and such other persons A8, Are now members of the Young Men's
Christian Assosiation or shall hereafter unite with them under Provsions  of this
Act, shall be aod are hereby constituted a body' corporate uhder the name of the
‘“Halifax Young Men's Christian Association, "’ i
2. The object of the Association shall be the improvement of the spiritual,
moral, mental and social condition of the LOUNg men of the city of Halifax, by the
support and maintenance’ of religious and 'sbela! meetigs, ' bermons, lectures, a
library, a reading room and such other means as may conduce to the accomplish.
ment of this object. e ” ¥
. The Association ma‘y adopt sych a Constitution and By-Laws for the
admission and 1ulliﬁcation ol members, the choice power and diity of its'officers,
and the regalation of 'its' business generally, ds ‘are not iniconsistent with thig Act
and the laws of the Province, G : Fat B
4 The Association may acquire and hold real and Ppersonal estate, and with
the consent in- writing of at least twa-thirds of the Trustees and twd.thirdg of the
General Committee, may sell, mortgage, or convey the real estate, :
5. The Real Estate of the Assoclation; ‘together with all devise of Real Estate
hereinafter made, shall be managed by a Board ot Trustees, each of whom
& member in good standing of one of the E rehes of the
more ‘than three shall' be members )
Daniel McN. Parker, Edward Jost,
D. King, James Thomegon, Samuel L. Shannon and Thomas Wn are hereby
created such Board of Trustees, and vancancies shall be filled' in such a manner ag
the Constitution of the Association may provide, : !
6. Any income arising from the Real Estate, after deductin; 7 for
interest, ingxmncc and necessary repairs shall be devoted to thegps:gomhgé
Assoc ation and shall be paid by’ thé Board of Trusteés as the Association may
direct. . S
7. No intoxicating drinks shall bé sold or used, nor games of chance allowed
in any part of the property of the - Association ; nor shall such property be used for
any purpose inconsistent with the objects of the Association as stated in this Act,
8. The Real Estate of the Aﬁc‘ia,giqn shall not be liable for any future debt
or obligation of the Association u ess the same shall have been contracted with
the approval and sanétion «f two-thirds of the Trustees, = ' L

9. Such. portion ofthe Real Estate of the Association as may be exclusively
used f)r the purpose of the Association shall be exempt from taxation, i !

To. Chapter 77 of the Acts of 1873, entitled “ An Act to Incoporate the
Halifax Yung Men's Chrisian Association ¥ s herety repealed,
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HATIFAX

YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION,

CORNER OF
PRINCE AND GRANVILLE STREETS.

L
e ———

The Reapine R((u is open from 9 a, . till 10 p- m.; Visitors to

the city are invited to use the Room,

The Lisrary is open from 9 a.m, til] 9 p. m. Members are
allowed to borrow Books,

DiNiNG Roov— Dinner from 12 till 2, 95 cents,

daths 15 cents each eight tickets for $1.00.

The following Meetingsvare held in the Rooms,

SUNDAY AFTERNOON —~Gospel Meeting in Association Hall at half-past
4 o’clock, openlto the publie,

| Turspay EVENING —Prayer Meeting in the Clags Room, from & till 9 |
o'clock, for males only,

SATURDAY EvENING—Bible Olags for study of International Sabbath |
School Lessons, in Class Room, from 8 i]] 9 o'clock ; for |
males only.

Lectures and Literary and Musical Entertainments durine the winter. |
| v [l

Persons wishing to become members of the Association are re-
quested to hand their names to any of the Office-Bearers or Members |
of the Association. Subscription Two Dollars per annum,

Members are requested. to give the Secretary notice of any change
in their address.

Applications for the use of the Hall or Clagg Room may be made
to the Sf*cretur‘v,\nt the Rooms, corner Prince and Granville Streets,




