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It gives me great pleasure to welcome delegates to the International Defence and Aid
Fund's Annual Conference . I understand that this is the first conference to be held in
Canada, and it celebrates a decade of action by IDAFSA Canada . We meet at what Thabo
Mbeki has called a "pregnant moment in history"--both for South Africa and for your own
organization.

Hope for a peaceful settlement in South Africa has never been greater . The
uncondi tional release of Nelson Mandela and other nationalist leaders ; the unbanning of the
ANC, PAC, UDF and, of course, IDAFSA ; the Groote Schuur "talks about talks" ; the
progress achieved by the joint ANC/government working group addressing the question of
poli tical prisoners, the return of exiles and other obstacles to nego tia tions; and the obvious
rapport and mutual respect that have developed between Mr . Mandela and President de Klerk ;
all bode well for the future .

But there can be no denying that none of these significant developments has touched
the heart of the matter; none of the pillars of apartheid has crumbled . The constitution
remains in place, a constitution which denies Nelson Mandela and the majority of his
compatriots the vote . The Population Registration Act, classifying everyone by race, remains
wholly intact, and its repeal is not in sight . The Group Areas Act, which determines where
those of different race must live, remains in force . The Land Act, underpinning the
homelands system, is still in place . The promised repeal of the Separate Amenities Act has
not yet been accomplished .

Violence and repression continue . The conflict in Natal between suppo rters of Inkatha
and the ANC, and police actions in Sebokeng and Welkom, have not only led to tragic loss of
life but have also become a se rious impediment to successful negotiations. Right wing
vigilante violence is an increasing, and wor ry ing, phenomenon . The Human Rights
Commission reports that 353 people are sti ll being detained under security legislation. The
South African government has undertaken to open lines of communication to the ANC about
policing Na tal and other tense regions of the count ry ; to work towards the lifting of the State
of Emergency ; and to review existing secu rity legislation . All important and welcome steps
forward in b ringing peace to South Africa . But this is no time to let our interest wane: there
will be a crucial role for groups like IDAFSA in monito ring human rights abuses and
suppo rting the victims of apartheid in the months ahead .

The Canadian government has provided financial support for IDAFSA Canada under
its Victims of Apartheid program since 1985 . At the height of the repression in 1986 and
after, IDAFSA resources were made available to assist the families of detainees, and to
provide for their legal defence. Not every case was won . But the clear message was sent
that the world would not stand idle while the powers of the court were misused to crush
legitimate democratic opposition . I am pleased to confirm at this time that the Canadian
government has renewed its funding to IDAFSA Canada for the coming year . We will be
maintaining an active dialogue with Archbishop Scott and his colleagues in the crucial months
ahead on the most effective ways of responding to the changing circumstances in South
Africa .
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This is just one of a number of measures the Canadian government is taking to
promote peaceful change in South Africa . Last week I chaired the Commonwealth Foreign
Ministers Committee on Southern Africa in Abuja, Nigeria . The question at hand for the
Committee was to determine the appropriate response to a South Africa in transition, whose
future was hopeful but not yet assured . The Committee recognized the importance of
continued efforts to encourage dialogue and negotiations towards a non-racial democracy .
Canada is already playing an active role in this area and we aim to continue . We emphasized
the urgent necessity to look beyond the negotiating process and help prepare for a post-
apartheid South Africa. We announced an increase of $1 million this year to expand our
education and training programs for black South Africans .

We also reviewed the question of sanctions . There will no doubt come a time,
hopefully sooner rather than later, when clear and irreversible change has occurred and it
would be appropriate to ease some of the pressure that has helped bring that about. But at this
crucial juncture, we took the position that the way to advance the process of democratization
in South Africa was to maintain existing sanctions . To relax sanctions now would run the
risk of aborting the negotiations process before it had properly begun . And given the
importance of the international community acting in concert and not relaxing sanctions
prematurely, we have made strong representations to the European Community and other key
western countries urging them to hold the line on sanctions .

The question of apartheid is one of the most important international issues of our time .
IDAFSA has been at the forefront of the struggle against apartheid--from the Rivonia trial in
the Sixties to the Delmas treason trial of the eighties . This Annual Conference gives you an
opportunity to reflect, to plan, and to rededicate yourself to the struggle for human rights and
democracy in South Africa. Canada, for its part, will continue to give life and force to our
commitment to the struggle against apartheid, until its last vestiges have disappeared and the
way is paved for South Africa's return to the family of nations--democratic, just and free at
last .


