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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.

Arr. XL.—Cases of Operation for Cataract, chicfly at the Toronto
General Hospital. By W. R. Beavmoxr, IR.C.S.,,Eng.—
Continued from p. 332.

Case 3. — Cataract (capsular) of left eye, complicated with
much contracted, displaced, and adherent pupil. Amaurosis of
right eye. Extraction of cataract. Prognosis as to operation very
unfavourable,

James Clifford, zot. 60, was admitted under my care into the
Torouto Hospital, June 3rd, 1845. The pupil of the left eye was
very small, adherent and irregular, being a mere horizontal fissure
situated a little above the centre of the iris. Immediately-behind
this opening was seen a pearly-white, shininzg, densely opaque sub-
stance, an anterior capsular cataract. \With this eye he said that
ke could distinguish light from darkness. In the right eye, there
wasa small central, deep-seated, slight opacity, and its vision much
more impaired than such an opacity could account for. e could
anly see to find his way about. IHis sight had been bad, and gra-
Jually getting worse for the last four years, but he had never snf-
fred any pain or inflammation in either eye ; and therefore, as in
#1e 2, the contraction, adhesion, and altered form and position of
the pupil, must have resulted from a very chronic form of iritis.

7 June 10.—1 operated by making, with Beer’s knife, a scetion
:pfthe cornea through its lower half cirenmference so as to form a
-2 of this part. ‘I'he leus (almost of its normal transparency) was

mediately foréed through the contracted and adherent pupil, and
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through the incision in the cornea, by the mere action of the reeti
museles, the laceration of the iris caused by the expulsion of the
lens, leaving as good and well-placed an artificial pupil as could
have been formed by the most successful operation for that purpose,
The iris was easily ruptured, offering much less resistance to the
extrusion of the lens than many an unadherent pupil. The opaque
capsule, which was rather firmly adherent to the posterior surface
of the iris, I extracted with forceps.

June 11th.—("Twenty-four hours after the operation.) There
had been no pain in the eyes the pulse 60, and good,

June 14th.—(Ton1 days after the operation.) 1 examined the
eye, and found the selerotic conjunctiva but little injected, the
cornca slightly nebulous, and the incision in it apparently united,
The enlarged pupil was of good size and form (not a cirele of
conrse, but the vertieal and horizontal diameters nearly equal). It
extended from a little above the centre of the fiis towards the Jower
margin of this membrane.

June 19.—(Nine days after the operation.}) The cornea had
become perfectly transparent, and the pupil a bright black, but he
could only distinguish the window from the wall, and recognize the
flame of a eandle. .

July 13.—(Thirty-three days after operation.) He left the
hospital, having suffered no inflammation of the eye operated on,
its vision somewhat improved, so that he could distinguish large
objects, and best in a moderate light.

Dee. 28. —(Six monthsand a half after operation.) I found the
pupil of a clear bright black, and unchanged in form or size. Ie
could recognize a finger when held before his eye (without a con-
vex glass) and could see objects best when held on its temporal
side, showing that the nasal half of the retina was most capable of
receiving impressions. The cornea and humours being perfectly
transparent, some impairment must have existed in the nervos
apparatus of vision, without which we cannot account for the im
perfect sight restored by an operation as successful as the mere
operation can be, i. c., the removal of the opacity without injuryte
any important part,

The prognoasis in this case was unfavourable. 1st. Because the
right eye being to a certain extent amaurotic, the left was not ur
likely to be similarly affected, and .

2udly. Because the contraction and adhesion of the pupil w
likeiy to render the extraction of the cataract difficult, althoug
fortunately it proved otherwise.

Case 4.— Cataract (eapsulo-lenticular) of the right eye, e
plicated with much contracted and adherent pupil (which ™
irregular as to form, and fringed at its upper part.) Left ¢ff
amaurotic. Extraction of Cataract. Formation of artificial pup

Prognosis very unfavorable.
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Hugh King, wt. 24, was admitted into the Toronto Hospital,
Nov. 13, 1843, [mmediately behind the contracted pupil of the
tizht eye was seen a dense pearly-white capsular eataract. The iris
was tremulous, and the globe slightly altered in form. e stated
that this condition of the right eye had not been preceded by any
nin or inflammation, and therefore s in Cases 2 and 3, there must
ive been a very chronie form of iritis.  Of the left eye, the pupil
was Large, and a clear bright biack,contracting and dilating on
expusure of the eye to different intensities of light, but its vision
only sufficient o enable him to find his way about. For the last
six months Le had heen subject to the appearance of muscr voli-
tantes before this eye, and to occasional severe attacks of head-ache.

e was first treated with some benefit for the amaurosis of the
left eye, by cupping in the left temple and nucha, and by mercury
till the gums were sore.

On Dec. 12th I eperated on the vight eye, by making a semi-
cirenlar scction of the lower half of the cornea, and then with
Mauneir’s scissors, (one blade sharpe-pointed) I pierced the iris at
its lower part, and divided it to the pupil. ‘Through this opening
I extracted the lens, amber-colvured and hard, and also the opaque
capsule, which being adherent to the pusiciior surface of the iris, I
gently tore away with forceps. Immediately before, and also
during the operation, the patient had a severve rigor, caused appa-
rently by fear. By the time the operation was completed, so large
a. quantity of the vitrecous humour (being fluid) escaped, that I
thought the eye irretricvably lost. Cold water dressing was
ordered to the eye.

December 16.—(IFour days after the operation.) There had
been no inflammation of the eye, but on the preceding evening he
had an attack of violent mania, tearing his shirt to pieces, and the
bandage from his eyes. Venesection to 3xvi, and a blister to the
nucha, were soon followed by snbsibence of the mania.

December 20.—(Light duys after operation.) The wound in
the cornea was firmly united, the artificial pupil was of gaod size,
and of a clear bright black, and the cornea of its normal convexity,
but the iris was changed in colour, and there was a pink zone
around the cornea. For this incipient iritis, two grains of calomel
and five of Dover’s powder were given three times a-day for four
days when the pink zone had entirely disappeared, the gums having

ecome sore.

Twelve days after the operation, he could distinguish, with the
eye operated on, the frames of the windows from the glass squaves.
Before the operation there was total loss of sight in this eye.

Ninc months after the operation, the cornea was quite trans-
parent, and the artificial pupil of a clear bright biack, but there was
mo further improvement in vision. lor about six months past, he
bad been subject to frequens paroxysms of violent convulsions. < nd
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spasms of muscles of the face, trunk and extremitics, on some days
occurrring many times in the course of the day. "There was pro-
bably some cerebral disease, causing both the amaurosis, and also
the convulsions and spasms.

‘The prognosis in this case was unfavourable, for the same rea-
sons which rendered it unfavourable in case 3; but as in that cuse
the operation was successful, so for as an operation could be, i. e,
it removed all impediment to the passage of light to the retina.

Case 5—Cataract (Capsular) of right eye, complicated with
diminution and altered form of the cornea. Left eye quite amau-
rotic. Prognosis very nnfavourable.

Jolin Duffy, zet. 52, was admitted jnto the Toronto Hospital,
April 27, 1847, The cornea of the right eye was about half its
normal size, very prominent, and uneven frem the cicatrix of 3
wound acress its npper part, but siill traaspareut.  Behind it there
was very Jittle iris visible, but an anterior capsular cataract of 3
dense pearly-white.  With this eye he could perceive the passing
of u small body between it and the light, not distinguishing the
body, but only the diminished light caused by its passage before
the eye. No perception of light remained in the left eye. He
was admitted for operation, being tuld that there was little prospect
of improvement in his vision.

April 22.—I made a scetion of the Jower half circumference of
the cornea (of the right cye), and on endeavouring to extract the
opaque capsule, 1 found it so firmly adherent that I could not
detach it, even after piercing it and seizing it with fine hook for-
ceps, and using adegree of traction which drew the anterior partof
the globe forwards.  The capsule was so hard that when I piereed
it with the knife it produced a crachlivg sonnd as if ossified. Some
dark amber-coloured flnid escaped, and all attempts at extraction
were ineffectual.  Cold-water dressing was constantly applied oves
the eye for four or five days, and no pain or inflammation followed
the operation. e left the bospital on the 22nd of May, twenty-
three days after the operation, withont any alteration as to visionin
the eye operated on. The prognosis was unfavourable in this cast
1st, on account of the changes whi h had previously taken place in
the cornea and iris; and secendly, on account of the amaurosis ¢
the other eye. .

Case 6.—Cataract (lenticular) of left eye. Perception of light
good.  No compiieation. Vision of right ey unimpaired. Extme
tion. Proanosis favourable.

This patient, Mr. A., was sent to me by Dr. Cobham of Tr
falgar. I directed him to live on a spare and unstimufating dictfor
ten days or a fortnight, and theu te rcturn for operation.

Aug. 14, 1847.—T made a sectinn of the upper half eircu
ference of the cornea, the pupil being moderately dilated with Bk
Jadonna. lmmediately the scction was completed, the lens ¥
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forced by the recti muscles through the pupil, aud into the wouund
in the cornea, from whick I extracted it readily with the scoop.
The lens before the operation, when seen in its normal position,
appeared of a greyish colour, but when extracted was seen to be
fight amber, which circumstance is not unfrequently met with, The
consistence of the lens was not hard, but moderately firm. A small
portion of it broke off at the time of its extraction,

Cold-water dressing was constantly applied overthe eye, and
the patient kept in adarkened roons.  Twenty-four hours after the
operation, the palse was 96, but be had not experienced the least
pain.

Forty-eiglhit hours after operation the pulse was seventy-two,
and the eye had been quite free from pain.

Aug. 19.—(Tive daysafter operation.) I examined the eye,
the patient having had no pain or other sign of inflammatien since
the operation. ‘I'he incision in the cornea was well united, and
searcely visible, and the sclerotic conjunctiva very slightly injected.
In the pupil on the nasal side, there was 2 very small piece of the
lens remaining. e could however distinguish even small objects.

October 24 —(Ten days after operation.) The conjunctiva
was still very slightly injected. 1le had suffered no pain or inflam-
mation in the eye operated on, and its vision very good, the pupil
when dilated with Belladonna being a clear bright black, except
where the very small picee of lens was seen on its nasal side.

Oct. 15.—("I'wo months after operation.) I saw the patient,
and found him capable of reading (with the eye operated on) very
smzall print, a foot distant from the eye, using a euataract glass of
about three inches focal distance. e stated to me, if 1 recollect
rightly that there was no confusion of vision when he used both
eyes at the same time.

{ To be continued. )

Arr. XLI.—Two cases of Listula in ano, treafed by injections of
the Tincture of Jodine. By Epwarp ML llopprr, M. C. and
M.R.C.S., England.

Mucu has of late been written on the cure of fistule in anos yet,in
all the methods recommended, the division of the splincter muscle
appears to be absolutely necessary.

Vo obviate the dangerous heemorrhage which too often followed
the use of the knife, Mr. Marshall, of Lniversity College Iospital,
has proposed the use of a platinum wire made red hot by a galvanic
battery, to divide the textures, and which he states is accomplished
“as surely as with a bistoury, and without causing any, or buta
very trifling, hemorrhage.”

“The result of this cperation appears to have been satisfactory,
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as “ the whole tract heals very rapidly from the bottom after the
casting off of the eschar, the separation of which generally takes
place in atew days.”” )

However satisfactory this treatment may be, it canuot be
denied that the pain produced by it must be very severe ; although
the patients operated upon by Mr. Marshall were under the ancs-
thetic influenee of chiorofor, consequently they did net suffer at
the time, yet we are told * that until the sloughs scparated there
was some dragging and aching pain, which, however was not atall
10 be compared to the suffering after the division of fistuke by the
kuife;” nevertheless anodynes were required for two or three
nights, owing to restlessness.

It is an axiom in British surgery that the cure of a disease is
to be attempted in the first place by the simplest and at the same
time by the gentlest means; should such fuil, then we are
justified in having recourse to those of a severer or more decided
kind.

Having succeeded in curing two cases of fistudu in ano by means
of the tincture of iodine, withoutany suffering or unteward symptom
to the patients, I feel anxious to give publicity to the sale, yet
effectual, method which I adopted ; and hope that it may prove as
efticacious in the hands of any who may feel disposed to try it as
it has been in mine.

Case 1st.—\Ir. M., aged 39, florid complexion and full habit,
but whose constitution has been injured by habits of intemperance
has, for about two years past, been the subject of fistula in ano,
and which latterly has given him much unecasiness and oceasienally
sharp pain.

On making an examination, I foand that two fistulee cexisted:
one commencing an inch and a half from the verge of the anus, to
the vight of the perincum, and opening into the rectum about 24
jnches up; the secoud had its externa! opening oppusite the tuber
ischii, about an inch from the anus, and opened into the rectum
immediately above the sphincter. No sinus could be detected
leading from one to the other.

My patient not being a good subject for an opcration, and
dreading much the ordinary method of dividing it, I preposed the
use of the iodine, as recommended by Dr. Clay, of Manchester,—
to which he readily assented. I accordingly ordered him mild
aperients, and to abstain from the use of spirits for a few days, until
I could procure a syringe that would answer my purpose.

Having had a silver tube made aliout two inches long, fitted o
an ordinary syringe, and sufficiently small to enter the fistul,
commenced the treatment on the morning of the 23rd August, by
injecting a little of the Tinct. Iodini Comp. through the sinuss
into the rectom. It produced a little smarting pain at first, which
became more severe, but subsided in about an hour, aud b
remained casy during the rest of the day.
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I discovered that a communication cxisted between the two
fistulze, as the fluid when injected into the first, found its way oug
of the second.

Aug. 24th—The injection used as yesverday.

After I left him yesterday, he had severe griping pains, with
diarrhcea, which he attributed to the free use of lemonade; but
from its returning again to-day, after using the ivdine, I ascribed
it to that cause, and ordered a dose of oil with a little laudanum, by
which he was spcedly relieved.

Aug. 26th.—All pain and uncasiness has ceased,—the smaller
fistula was completely closed vesterday ; the other feels sore upon
the introduction of the syringe, and the iodine stiil passes into the
intestine.

Sept. 1st—No injection counld be used after this date, as both
the openings arc completely closed, «ud he appears quite well in
every respect.

After each injection of the iodine he complained of severe
tenesmus and griping pains, which continued until astarch iujection
was administered, from which ke obtained instant relief.

Dec. 10th.—1 examined him to-day,—both fistulz remain
firmly closed. Ie considers himself cured, not having felt the
slightest pain or uneasiness since the last date.

Case 2nd.—It is unnecessary for me to give the details of the
second case, as it was precisely similur to the first, except that
there was only one fistulons opening.

I might also mention a third case treated in a similar manner
by a medical friend at my suggestion, and followed by the same
beneficial result.

The value of iodine as an injection in varivus diseases is no
longer 2 mere hypothesis, as it has been successfully used by
Velpeau in several cases of hydrarthresis; by Borelli in hydrocele,
in cneysted thmours, in adenitis, and sbtule in ano ; and by M.
Diculafoy, even in ascites.

For several years.past, I have been in the habit of removing
those small encysted tamours which form about the head and face,
and contain a steatomatous or fat-like matter, by simply opening
them with 2 lancet, pressing out the contents, and promoting
adhesive inflammation by the use of the tincture of iodine.

Amv. XLIL—Cases of Aeate Abscess of the Prostate Gland. By
Javes Ricuaevsoxn, Esq., M.D., M.R.C.S., Eng.

Cast L.—"The subject of this case is L. Paterson, wet 43, father of six
children, resident in Brock, and was under the cave ot Dr. Kellogg of
.\_Iaripos( . He has been a farmer until within the last nine months,
fince which time he has followed the occupation of a shoemaker.
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Has never had any discharge from the urethra, nor difficulty in
micturition, until this illness.

Dr. K. was called to him on the evening of Aug. 381, 185),
when he found him in great agony from distension of the bladder,
having had complete retention for twenty-four hours. His abdomen
was tense ; pulse 100, full but compressible ; tongue slightly coated;
perspiring profusely. He says that about the 24th he experienced
a sensation of fulness in the perinenm, that defecation gave him
pain, and that his feeces, which were passed daily, were hard and
flattened. At this time, his urine commenced to pass with difficulty,
and in a smaller stream than usual, and this difficulty tncreased
until complete retention ensued, when Dr. K. was summored. He
hadsome slight chills for two or three days past, but on that day had
a very violent one, which was followed by fever and sweating.
Attributes his illness to exposure to eold and wet. On examination
per rectum, a hard tumour, globular in shape, and about the size of
a hen’s egg, was found occupying the position of the prostate. The
examination gave him great pain.

Yailed in introducing Nos. 6 and 4 gum elastic catheters, but
succeeded with a No. 3, and drew off a large quantity of highly
coloured urine, to his great relief. The passage of the instrument
gave him considerable pain, and it was firmly grasped while in the
urethra.

Withdrew the instrument; ordered Hyd. Chlorid. et. Pulv.
Dov. aa. grs. iv. every fourth hour, and warm bip baths, followed
by lfot fomentations to perineum.

Sep. 1.—Had slept well; constitutional symptoms slightly im-
I)roved; bowels freely opened; in great pain from distention of
bladder. Dr. K. succeeded after some difhiculty in passing a No. 6
gum catheter: its introduction was followed by the discharge of a
considerable quantity of thin- pus, and then of some blood, which
was succeerded by about a quart of urine. .

Repeat hip bath and fomentations.

In evening, repeated the operation more easily, with less pain
and same results. Ordered an opiate, to induce relaxation and
repose.

Sep. 2—Continues as before. Introduced the catheter twice,
being obliged in the evening, however, to put him in a bath and
administer an opiate before this could be done with No. 8. Repeated
the opiate-

Sep. 3.—Continues about the same. Passed the No. 3, drew
off a quantity of urine which was preceeded as usual by blood and
pus. Left the instrument in the bladder. In the evening found
that ke had drawn off the urine several times, and was comparatively
casy. Repeated the opiate, and left the instrument in.

Sep. 4th—Had passed a restless night. Bowels open:
tongue coated ; pulse 100. Ile had removed the catheter, becaust

o
o
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it gave him pain, and had become clogged. Passed a No. 4;
difficulty in passing it increased; repeated the operation in the
evening.

5th.—On this day I first saw the patient with Dr. K. He
bad slept well, but was again suffering intensely as before from
Jistension.

In morning and evening passed a No. 6. At first it seemed to
pass after some difficulty into the bladder, but the urine flowed
slowly by its side instead of throughit. It was withdrawn several
times, cach time being found clogged with bluod and pus; whimately
however the urine flowed freely through the catheter, first pushing
before it coagulum and pus.

Repeated the opiate.

Gth.—Slept well.  In morning passed No. 6, as before. Inthe
evening it appeared to take a directivn to the left side, and became
clogged with coagulum and pus, some wine fluning guttatim by its
sides. It was withdrawn and repassed, when nearly a gill of clear
pus flowed through if, but no w.ine. It was again withdrawn, and
aslight curve given to its puint towards the right side, after which
it easily entered the bladder, and a lurge guantity of urine was
evacuated.

Repeated the opiate.

7th.—Ias had several chills, and has considerable pain in the
periteum. '

Instrument passed twice. Results the same.

8th.—DBetter, pulse down to 86 ; tongue cleaner; has a little
appetite.  Bladder distended; cathcter pressed morning and
evening.

On examination per rectum the prostate was found slightly
diminished in size and softened in its centre. The posterior margin
of its middle portion could be casily felt—but its lateral portions
extended farther than the finger could reach. The whole tamour
was very tender, particularly on the left side. Iatense vascular
action ; heat and throbbing in tumour and rectum.

9th.— Continues better.  Ilas passed the catheter himself
teveral times with relief.  Some blood followed the urine.

10th.—In the morning, continues better ; passed the instru-
ment himself; some blood, not much pus.

In the evening not so well, pulse 120; shin moist; tongue
tlean; bowels constipated; catheter passed; contraction of the
bladder as the urine was evacuated caused him much pain.

Ordered a cathartic of Cal. and Jalap; and a suppository of
Gum Opii and Ext. Conii. of each two grains.

y Mustard sinapisms to the pubic region, tollowed by fomenta-
ions.

11th.— Suppository had given case. Had slept well. Bouwels
dpened twice; pulse 83; tongue clean and moist; skin relaxed.



370 Dr. Ricnarpson’s Cases of Acute Abscess of Prostate Glaud.

Had introduced the catheter himself twice or thrice. After draining
off his urine, he experienced great pain from contraction of the
bladder; has constant uneasiness in the region of the bladder, and
tenderness on pressure over the pubes.

Ordercd tomentations; mustard sinapisms to pubic region,
and-one grain of morphia at bedtime.

From this to the 15th has passed the instrument himself; cons
traction of bladder still attended with pain ; wrine deeply tinged with
bload; discharge of pus diminished very mnch; tenderness over
pubes as before.

On the 15th he was able to pass his urine naturally 5 contrac-
tion of the bladder still gives much puain; urine highly coloured
with dark blood ; no pus, slight fever, bowels acting well.  Took
away some blood by two cups over the pubic region; erdered
fomentations and inf. uvee. ursi.

17th.—Better; not so much pain from contraction of the
bladder; passes urine naturally ; less fever; urine dark; tongue
clean; appetite fair: continue the uva ursi.  Ordered nourishing
broths.

24th.—IHas continuced to improve daily. Ilis urine passes
naturally in a fuli stream attended with but little pain. Ile sits up
most of his time, and walks about without inconvenience. Appetite
good. .

Since then he has completely recovered.

Case 2nd—A. I, wt. 40. Married; has three children.
Had enjoyed good health until within seme months, since whick
he had suffered from pain in the lvins and across the abdomen.

He applied for advice, on Sunday, June 3rd, 1849, Since
the precceding Monday, he had snflered much from pain and
obstruction in making water. At first the pain was confined to the
glans penis, but latterly it bad been severe in the perineal region,
shooting upwards to each groin.  Ife had constant desire to mictu-
rate. IIis urine passed guttatim; occasionally, however, more
freely : it was natural in appearance, not coagulable by heat or nitric
acid. Had great pain in lus loins, and considerable tenderness upon
pressure in the perincum. Ile expericnced great pain when he st
upon any hard substance. Ilis bowcls were constipated; tongue
clean; pulse natural ; appetite impaired.  He attributed his com-
plaint to confinement and constant sitting iua ctowdsd room, which
caused him to neglect to perform regularly his natural functions.
Until recently his duties were such as to require alrost constant
out-door exercise,

i ordered him a powder of Cal. and Jalkap, to be fo]lowed_by?-
dose of castor oil in two hours. I urged on him the necessity?
repose and the recumbent posture; and directed him to use }he
warm hip bath several times a day. 1le called again the following
morning.  His medicine had operated once. Ile was slightly
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relieved whilst in the hip bath. Otherwise he remained as before.
1again urged on him the necessity of attention to the measures I
had before recommended, and also advised the application of half-
adozen leeches to the perineum; but he replied, that his duties
were such, that it would be impossible for him to follow my advice
for a few days.

I saw no more of him until the next Friday, the 8th, when I
was called to him at half past two in the morning. Ile then in-
formed me that he had not Leen able to follow my directions,
excepting in the use of the hip bath; that his symptoms had con-
tinwed as before, increasing gradually until that night, when the
painand desire to micturate liad becume exeruciating. About half
an hour before my arrival he was straining to make water, when he
felt something crack or snap; immediately he passed a little urine,
which was followed by a quantity of dark-coloured pus. Since then
he had not suffered as much as before.  Pus of the same character
was flowing freely from the orifice of the urethra; and jts quantity
was inereased by pressure on the perineum. Examination per
rectum gave great pain, but detected no particular fullness. IHe
bad had a severe rigor a short time previously, and had then con-
siderable fever.  Skin hot, tongue white, pulse quick and full. 1
took 3vii of blood from his arm, and put him in a hip bath, when
after a few minutes perspiration broke out freely, aud he passed
more urine. J gave him a dose of castor oil, and left him composed
aud comparatively comfortable.

During that day a considerable quantity of pus flowed from
the urethra, but he evacuated his bladder freely and easily twice.
The OL Ricin. operated once. ‘The hip baths gave much relief.
The urine was slightly turbid, from admixture with pus.

He had continued to improve to the 1:3th, when there was a
§uddon inerease in the quantity of pus discharged, but it diminished
ina few hours. “The pain in his loins was nearly gone. Made
water freely and. casily, prececded alivays by a few drops of pus, at
which time he experienced a slight smarting, At vther times had
mo discharge, it having gr.\duﬁlly disappeared. Bowels custive,
but kept open by castor oil.

. He gradually improved without further assistanee, aud is now
eoying good health,

. In"May, 1830, he called aguin, stating that he was again suf-
fering from frequent desire to mictwmate, and pain, as before, but
Bt so severe. Ilis bowels were constipated. lle was again
tzaged with his duties, whieh kept him confined and sitting, 1
trdered him a Seidlitz powder with Ziij of Sud. Tart. daily, and wll

¢symptoms disappeared.
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Anr. XLIIL—On Epidemic Dysentery. By Arrtuur Parrersoy,
L.P.SM., Embro, C. W.

Tuere are few diseases the Canadian country practitioner is called
upon to treat, more aanoying than cpidemic dysentery; he wil
seldom see his patients until the domestic pliarmacopeeia has been
exhausted, leaving them prostrated, the stomach rejecting every-
thing solid or fluid, and the incessant calls to stool, ejecting
nothing but a little bloudy mucus; if under thase circumstances
the medical attendant coutents himself with a rowtine treatment,
following blindly sume worthless authority, under a great name,
without exercising his own judgment, and bringing the efforts ofa
vigorous commun seuse o bear upon the exigencies of each cas,
he will souu find his patients diminish, without recovering, and the
faith of the survivors, in his ability to assist them, waxing faint
and feeble.

I am not aware of any writer on dysentery wlose opinions on
treatment it is absolutely safe to follow in the disease, as it s
appeared for several years, in this province. One alternates calome!
and opiwum, with sulphate of magunesia; another has great confidence
in.acet. plumb cum opio, &e. &e. Under these circumstances, I beg
most respectfully to suggest to the profession in Canada West,
through the medium of your Journal, to give the results of their
experience, of the varivus modes of treatu.ent to which they may
have had reconrse in combating this formidable disease, asa
meauns of arriviag at a more uniform and suceessful mode of treat-
ment of a disease likely to be an annual visitant of this Province.

Several parts of the connty of Oxford, have this scason been
visited by epidemic dysentery of a very severe and fatal character
during the months of July, August, September and October; the
town of Woodstock suffering severely in the first instance, and
afterwards many localities in the surrounding country ; those neigh
bourhoods much exposed to malaria appearing to suffer mod
severely. Both adults and children, according to my experienc
were equally liable to the discase, but the mortality in the latte
was much greater than in the former class.

In one class of cases, the discase was ushered in by ehills, fob
lowed by burning hot skin, thirst, abdominal pains, frequent call
to stool, accompanied by severe tormina and tenesmus; the dir
charges though at first feculent, soon dwindled down to 2 litdle
blooﬁy mucus, the patient having hardly half an hour’s rest#
once: in many cases incessant vomiting was a most distressit]
symptom, and very difficult to relieve, and in these cases therew
diffused tenderness over the whole abdomen, the tongue was ger®
rally furred, sometimes brown, and in severe cases dry and 7
with constant thirst,
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Another class of cases would commence very like a simple
diarrheea, without constitutional symptoms of any kind, in a few
days the stools assuming a dysenteric character, the unfortunate
subject in the meantime going the round of all the nostrums in
vogue in the neighbourhood, including the paunacea of the drug-
gist, which is invariably followed by castor oil 5 then brandy, both
furnt and raw is tried, and this again is followed by Epsom salts ;
the patient following in some degree his ordinary avocations.
After the operation of this last dose, the patient becomes alarmed,
and calls in medical aid, perhaps two weeks subscquent to being
attacked ; the Doctor finds his patient labouring under asthenic
dysentery, in some cases advanced so far as ulceration of the colon
or rectum ; the result may be guessed, comparatively few of such
cases being restored to health.” In cases of the above kind, there
bas been little pain or unecasiness, but great prostration
throughout.

In children it was very severe and intractable, and was in
some cases accompanied with head symptoms, as evinced by dilated
pupil, slight delirium, &c.; but 1 did not find such cases less
amenable to treatment than others in which they did not exist.

That the disease was contagious in the common acceptation of
that term, I think few unprejudiced observers could entertain a
doubt, few families escaping, where one case appeared, without a
second, third, or fourth being attacked consccutively.

Respecting the treatment I found most succesful, I may
mention, that 1t was based on the view of the disease being an
intestinal inflammation of the colon and rectum certainly, and of
both large and small intestines possibly, in a majority of the cases
treated, as evinced by the constant abdominal pain, vomiting,
thirst, dry tongue, &c.  With this in view accordingly, every case
lwas calied to (exeept young children) where t) meid symptoms
lad not set in, 1 began the treatment with venescction, which was
wmetimes repeated next day ¢ in every instaace the blood drawn
exhibited the buffy coat. After the bleeding, an enema, containing
tnet, opii 3j, acet plumb. gr. xv—3ss, aque 3iv, mix, was adminis-
tred. In wmany instances this was instantly rejected: if it re-
mained, it generally afforded signal relicf for ‘several hours; if
ttjected, a suppository, containing opii gr. ij, to gr.iv, and extract:
iyose. or.iv, was given, which in all cases was of essential benefit.
Lither one or other of these was dirccted to be repeated, at inter-
vils of four or six hours, as the urgency of the symptoms might
kem to necessitate ; an enema of water, cither warm or cold, as
¥as most agreeable to the paticut’s feclings, was also ordered to be
fiven, whenever the patient felt a desive to use the close stool.

18 was a great relief to the tenesmas, and at the same time
%ashed out the acrid secretions, whose presence no doubt is the
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cause of a great deal of the distress. In cases where the symptoms
were urgent, accompanied with furred or dry tongue, great thirs,
&e., I preseribed as follows :—
R Opii gr. vj—x.
Sulph morphie gr. iv.
Ipeeac. gr. xij—xv.
Ext. hyes. gr. xij—xx.
Chlor. hydrarg. gr, v—x.
M: et divide in pil. xij.

Of thesel gave two immediately after the bleeding, and
ordered one every hour till sleep was induced, aund then to
be continued as the symptoms might iudicate. The opiwm
was combined with morphia. As [ carried a pill containing
apii gr. 1, ext. hyose. gr. ij, it was convenient (o combine

he mass into a pilular  form, and the hyoseyamus was a
nost valuable adjunct. These pills, after the V. 8., generally
operated like a charm, and the enema of tepid or cold water gave
the greatest relief. The ubove prescription, in severe cases, would
last from a day to thirty-six hours. The calomel was generally
continued till the mouth was slightly affected, aud in two days, or
in some cases three or four after its commencement, copious fecu-
lent motions were discharged. In cases where the hyoscyamus was
left out, and the opium continued, astate of distressing wakefulness
with slight delirium was evinced, which disappeared, however, by
leaving off the latter, and giving a full dose of cither the tincture
or extract of hyoseyamus.

Many of the cases however, did not require this heroic treat-
ment, being perfectly manageable after bleeding with a combinz
tion of morphia and ipecac—as

B Sulph. morphize gr. ij.
Ipecae. gr. x.
Mix and divide into twelve papers, one every two hours.

Where there was diffused tenderness over the abdomen, whic
was very common, I applied the warm turpentine epithem—o
flannels wrung out of hot water, sprinkling the oil of turpentine .
freely over the surface which was to come In contact with the skin
was kept applied to the abdumen till it produced smarting. .

Till convalescence was completely established, I never adni-
nistered purgatives, nor even laxatives, and very rarely aof
cautiously then. I am fully persuaded that incaleulable mischief i
done by purgative medicines in Canalian dysentery. [ hardls
remember a case to which 1 was ever called, in an adult, whichba
not heen fearfully ageravated by that everlasting castor ofl 2
medicine I am inclined to think enjoying a reputation of which, #
it is procured in this country at least, it is utterly unworthy. Av
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even when convalescence was established, the gentlest laxative I
could administer in some cases produced a renewal of the tenesmus
and pain, necessitating recourse to the anodyne.powders or pills.

In cases accompanied with vomiting, I had recourse in some
cages to creasote, which generally was suceessful in allaying it; in
others [ found it yield to frequent doses of calomel and opium,
after which I commenced the liberal use of the opium, ipecac. and
hyoseyamus, as already detailed.

The acetum plumbi, having of late obtained a reputation in
dyseutery, I gave it pretty freely, both in solution and form of
pill, and combined with oplwm, aud in some cases, found it agree
remarkably well; in others it certainly aggravated the pain, aud
increased the tenesmus. My own opinion is, that the nearer the
disease approaches to diarrheea, ic will be found to agree the better,
but where the disease is accompaniud with much fever and inflam-
matory symptoms, its propriety is doubtful; or in other words,
where V. S. aud calomel are indicated, I think acet. plumbiis not:
in children, however, where the discase was as yet not fully
developed, I found it a most valuable medicine, promptly arresting
the discharges, both of blood and mucus, which would return
whenever it was discontinued, until the patient was some time under
its influence. )

With respect to the treatment of the disease in children, I find
that I have already taken up so mach room, that I cannot think of
entering on this subject at present, as it is one which would require
apaper itself, being necessarily in them surrounded with ditticulties,
from the impossibility of detracting blood locally, as leeches can-
not generally be procured, and general bleeding, could it always be
performed, would not often be borne, in this class of patients, and
the opium treatment would plainly be unsafe, except in a very
limited degree.

There were cases in which I found it necessary to have
Tecourse to a treatment in some respects different from that
detailed, but I will not take up your valuable space with details
Tespecting them, as I hope I have said enough to induce some
other medical gentlemen, who saw the same epidemic, to favour us
with the result of their observations.

With respect to the success of the treatment I have here de-
tailed, I can only say that in every instance in which I found it safe
t enter upon it, the resalt was recovery: the only fatal cases, in
adults, were those in which, from other circumstances, it was
obviously improper to subject the patient to the treatment above .
Specified, as where typhoid symptoms had set in before being called
o the case, &ec.
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Review.

“ On the Theory and LPractice of Midwifiry. By FLEETWoop
Cuurcainn, M.D., M.R.LA,, &c., &ec., with Notes and Addi-
tions, by D. Fraxcis Coxnig, M.D., &e., with one hundred end
thirty-nine llustrations. A New American ; from the last im-
proved Dublin Iidition.”

It is with pleasure we announce the re-publication of a new cdition
of one of the most valuable manuals of Midwifery in the Lnglish
langunage, by Messrs. Blanchard and Lea, of Philadelphia: edited
by Dr. Condie, whose name alone is a sufficient guarantee for the
able manner in which that duty has been conducted.

There is perhaps no department in medicine in which so many
valuable discoveries have of late been made as in the obstetric art;
and in the edition before us, Dr. Condie gives ample proof that he
has been a diligent labourer in this field of science, by the copious
and valuable notes with which the original work is enriched.

It would be impossible for us, in this brief notice, to directthe
attention of the Profession to the many important alterations and
additions contained in the present volume—yet, we should be
cqually remiss were we to pass over in silence the great attention
which Dr. Condie has bestowed on the recent Physiological
discoveries, as well as the improvements in the practical depart-
ment of the science, and which, in the present edition he
has carefully revised, aud brought down to the present day.

The work is exceedingly well got up ; the letterpress being
very carrect, and the illustrations executed in a superior manner.

We consider this the best edition of the best manual of the
obstetric art extant, and which no student or practitioner in this
branch of medical science should be without.

@ovvespondence.

[ The following communication has been forwarded for publi
cation, and although appearing under a fictitious signature, has
been substantiated by the author’s name, which for ecrtain reasons
is at present withheld. Coming from an csteemed subscriber and
contributor, we have been induced to give it publicity over the

~assumed signature, at his request, contrary to the st ict meaning of
the rule we have established against anonymous communications.
At the same time we protest against the proceeding, and hope that
this departure from the custom will not be established as a prece
dent; our desire is to discountenance the practice of anonymous
writing in publications of a strietly professional and scientific che
racter:—] Ep. U. C. J.
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T the Editors of the U. C. Medical and Plysical Journal,

GENTLEMEN,—As the columns of a Medical Journal are unc<
doubtedly the mostappropriate place for any communication respect.
ing either the public or private interests of the Profession, I trus
the following will be deemed worthy a space in the pages of yow
widely circulated and useful publication :—

In your third number there is an able article from the pen of
Alexander Keefer, Esq., Barrister, respecting the duties of
Corouer, in which he bas given a succinet account of those duties,
as well as an analysis of the act itself which lately passed the legis-
Wture.  Medical testimony being generally of the highest import-
ance at an inquest, the act in qnestion provides that * Wheneverit
shall appear to the coroner that the deceased was attended at Ads
duth or during his last illness, by any legally qualified medical prac-
{itioner, he, the coroner, may issue his order for the attendance of
such practitioner as a witness at the inquest, and where the deceased
was noé so atlended. the coroner may issue an order for the attendance
“of. any legally qualified practitioner being at the time in actual
practice, 1n or near the place where the death happened.” In ree
frence to the above, [ am sorry to say that one of our Town
Coroners, Dr. Wanless, seems to have overlooked the former part
o my quotation from the act, and only availed himself of the latter,
inproof of which the two following cases will be sufficient. A few
nonths ago, a man was stabbed in this town, Dr. Going, a licence
practitioner was sent for, and attended the deccased sufferer up to
e time of his death. At the inquest, Dr. Wanless, the officiating
Coraner, instead of summoning the deceased’s medical attendant,
who had been in constant attendance after the accident, and whe
done was able to give positive and correet evidence, neglected to
40, and snmmoned hisown particular friend and brother Coroner,
I MeKenzie, who I believe had never seen the patient at all; for
*hat reason, I shall not here attempt to say, but leave the unpre.
idiced to judge for themselves. Again : a soldier was accidentally
Wotin the barracks a few weeks since, and although the medical
dicers of both the Royal Artillery and of the 23rd Regimeny
Uended the man immediately, and continued to do so uutil he died,
iHat the inquest Dr. Wanless again summoned Dr. McKenzie,
'ho'had not scen the deceased when alive, to give evidence before
tjury, setting aside, or [ should say neglecting the evidence of
ttwo military surgeons who were in actual attendance on the
teased : one of whom, I am credibly informed, even intimated to
ttoroner that he was in attendance and ready to be called when
ted, but he received an answer to the effect that his services
"l not he required. On this extraordinary conduct, I shall not
¢ any comment at present, only that it appears a mockery of
% and a subversion of the real object of the Coroner’s inque. .
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I trust this hint will have a salutary effect on Mr. Coroner Wanless;
but should it not, it will become imperative on me to enlarge more
freely on the subject, and the proble cause of it.

I am, Mr. Editor, your obedient Servant,
London, Nov.14, 1841, SCRUTATOR.

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED.
Lectures on Materia Medica and Therapeutics, by J. B. Beck,M.D,;
Edited by C R. GiLyax, M.D.Messrs. S. and W.Woobp, New York
This work shall meet with an extended notice in our next
isswe.  We have also to thank Messrs. Wood for their catalogue of
Medical Worlks. Nelsow's Monthly Lancet, Plattshurgh.

TORONTO, DECIMBER 15, 1851,

THE PROVINCIAL LUNATIC ASSYLUM.

Tiur Medical Superintendent of this Institution has been recemly
ronght uinder the public notice in a manner little caleulated |
cither to promote the popularity and usefuiness of the esiablish
ment over which he presides, or to render the situation he fillsone
of professional emulation or honour. .
A simple narrative of the cireumstances which produced this
rnpleasant and unfortunate notoriety, appears to be neeessary as
prefatory to the remarks it is our intention to make on the
sibject. We glean this narrative from the several statements
which have appeared in the city papers. ‘
Two gentlemen, Messrs. Whittemore and Brewer, merelants
of this cily, having occasion, one day lost month, to visit the
“Potter’s Ficld,” obscrved a coffin which had been sent, they
were told, from the Lunatic Asylum for interment. Ilow their
altention wasparticalarly directed to this coffin, we have not bees
able clearly t0 make out; but, however this may have occured,
some suspicion seems 1o have been arousced in their minds, fon!
its apparent lightness, cither 1l at it did not contain an adult hody
all, or at least not the whole of one. To gratify their curiosity; ¢
to confirm their awakened doubts, the sexton, under their dire
tion, opened the coffin, and in it was found the body of a ma
wanting the head, anupper and alowerextremity. They directod
the removal of the eoffin and its contents to a certain place of (&
tody, and laid information of the facts before Dr. King, the Gif
Coroner, with a view to judicial enquiry. o
* A coroner’s jury was empancled, and from investigalion®
appeared that the body under view was that of a pauper whe b
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died inthe Lunatic Asylum, and whose body had not been claimed
by any onc. It was proved that Dr. Scoit had made a post mor-
tem examination of the body prior to giving his cvidence before
Mr. Coroner Duggan, who had alrcady held an inquest in the
Assylum on the same body. That the missing parts had been
removed and retained by Dr. Scott for the purpose of anatomical
investigation ; that they had been subsequently sent to the Potter’s
Field for burial, had been retained by the sexton acting under the
orders of some person, and were produced and identified before
Dr. King. On Mr. Coroner Duggan, identifying the body as that
on which he had already held an inquest, Dr. King properly
declined to proceed any farther. Subsequently, the Board of Com-
missioners of the Lunatic Asylum, at a meeting held for the
purpose of enquiring into these circumstances, passed a vote of
censure on Dr. Seott, for ¢ indiscretion and a want of judgment.”

Such is, we believe, a plain aud correct statement of the
whole matter.

On reviewing the transactions here brought to light, several
poinis of greatl interest to the public gencrally, and to the medi-
cal profes<ion in partienlar, suggest themselves for reflection and
comment. It is our desire to discuss these points impartially
with reference 1o all the partics concerned ; with a due respect for
the prejudiees of the non-professicual reader, against the practice
of haman dissection, as well as with a careful regard for the
interests of medical seience, and the welfare of mankind as
depending upon its improvement and extension. It will not be
denied, we think, that had proper precaniions been taken by
the officers of the Lunatic Asylum to seeure the coffin sent to the
Potter’s Field being prompily and properly interred, all the exciie-
ment which has arisen on this occasion, fostered by the injudi-
vious declamation of a portion of the press who delight in
pandering to popalar prejudice on any subjeet, would have been
woided. It could not then have fallen under the serutinizing
thservation of Messrs. Whitiemore and Brewer, and the public
would have been as ignorant this day, as to whether the body of
Andrews, of whose existence it was totally unconscious and
perfeetly indifferent, was mouldering into dust in the clay at
Yorkville, or was more carcfully preserved for the future instruc-
ton of those to whose care its suffering members will be in-
tsted, as it is of what the Cham of Tartary cats for lunch. We
Westion the assumed right by Messrs. Whittemore and Brewer
bopen that coffin without a coroner’s warrant, and we doubt not
tatifany onc felt sufficiently intereste ' in the matter to test the
Festion, its illegality counld casily be established, and they would
{ punished. We feel keenly the prejudicial consequences which
knowledge of the occurrencs is caleulated to produce on the
wortunate inmates of the Asylum; but if it was a feeling of
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human sympathy which prompted those gentlenmen to ~«t in the
matter atall, it would have been much more wisely dispiayed by
a quict demand for the restoration of the missing parts, their
Christian burial, and a subsequent dispassionate investigation of
the conduct of the medical superintendent, than by the course
adopted, by which such publicity bas been given to the whoie
proceedings that the poor lunatics cannot fail to become ac-
quainted with them. It was the act of “ indiscretion and want of
judgment” on the part of those who first became improperly
acquainted with the fact of the absence of certain portions of that
body, which has given rise to all the injury likely to arise tothe
inmates of the Asylun, and which bas created such odium
against its Medical Superintendent. If there had been any just
grounds for suspecting crime of any degree, the ends of justice
would have been more efieetnally promoted by a different course
of procedure, which probably in such a case wounld have been
adopted. Inthe absence of all ordinary grounds for suspicion, we
are entirely at a loss to conceive the motive which prompted the
interference with the coffin and the <ubsequent proccedings. It
was sent from a public institution to a place of public bunal, in
the usual manner, and by the customary person, after judicia
enquiry by the proper officer—it being a [act patent 10 the conr
manity that an iuquest is leld on cevery percon dying in the
Asylum. We abstain from further remark on this point, believing
that cvery well-thinking person regrets that <uch an occasion
should either have been used for the furtherance of private views
or the display of political partizan<hip, or have aflorded ground
for the belief that such were the combining canses and governng
influences which instigated these proceedings. _
~ Dr. Scott has in our opinion displayed ¢ indiscretion and

want of judgment,” not in removing and retaining the portions o
the body which he considered worthy of particular and careful
examination, but in not directing his subordinate officersto seethe
body of his patient properly and decently interred, and in allowing
itto be left to the custady of an unscrapulous =exion, who for some
consideration or the gratification of his own idle curiosity would
subject the corpse tothe gaze of inquisitive and oflicious hystanders
Again, we think Dr. Scott to have been in error in sending, atile
time he did, the portions of the body he had retained to the sextos
for interment ; it was a concession to public sensitiveness; atadt
acknowledgment as it were of impropricty on his part whic
really did not exist.  He was justified by the law of the land 2
making a post moriem examination of the bodys; he was justif

by gencral custom in every enlightened country in retaining s
portions of that body as in his judgment were caleulated 10 hRF,
any light whatever upon wedical scicnce, not only in connecli®
with the special disease which comes within his own parucu]ﬂ
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depariment of practice, but also with respect to any other disease
to which the body is liable, and any structural peculiarities, an
acquaintance with which might be important to the surgeon and
anatomist. I{e should have retained them in his keeping, or have
deposited them in some public educational institution for general
remark and study. Public feeling was outraged, not by the fact
of the examination which was known to have taken place, but by
the mnnecessary exposure of the circumstance, and by the idea of
useless mutilation in the removal of a portion of the body, an idea
which it was the purpose of the prejudiced and designing to
encourage, and which would have been most completely refuted
by an open avowal of the reasons for which the dismemberment
was cffected.

On the broad question of the necessity forminute anatomical
study, little it may be supposed would require to be said at the
precent day. In Great Britain and elsewhere, legislative provi-
sion has long sinee been made for its efficient proseention. The
abuses which existed, nay even the crimes which unfortunately
were committed in large cities where medical cducation was
carried on, for the purpose of supplying the disseeting rooms with
material for the study, were of so grave @ character, as to call
loudly for preventive Jegislation; and accordingly an aet was
{:aseed by which the bodies of all persons dying in the publie
nospitals and charitable institutions which were unclaimed
within a certain period after death, were given to the several
ghools of medicine. -

That some such measure is required in this country, must be
tllowed. There are iow several schools of medicine, and the
nunber of students is yearly on the increase. The difficulty
experienced in procuring bodies for their use, is a very scriouns
hindrance to their eflicient instruction.  We rejoice to see wani-
fested by them also a desire for more complete education in
their own country, than has hitherto existed ; sneh, for instance,
8 will obviate the neccessity for an expensive journcy and
ksidence in another county, and a temporary, but in the majority
of cases, inconvenient and distasteful separation from their
famiiies.” While, however, this growing and ardent desire for
competent tuition and complete education must be a source of
national gratulation, it will most surely bring about much of
the inconvenience of this peeuliar branch of study to the com-
Munity, unless some similar provision is made for mecting the
demand thus arising. We would earnestly recommend the
mbjeet to the attention of our Parliament,”and now that Dr.
Rolph has attained so prominent a position in the eouncils of
heSand, we call upon him to exercise his influence to obtain this
tedful concession to the wants of a profession in teaching which
® has been for some time engaged, and with the necessities of
¥hich in this respect he must be very familiar.
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We now approach to us the most painful and delicate, and
to the community the most important point connected with this
subject, we mean the general question of the present manage-
ment of the Lunaiic Asylum. ft must be admitted that grem
distrust has arisen in the public mind of the manner in which the
aftairs of this Institution are conducted. Without imputing to
the individuals who have hitherto, or may at present constitute
the governing body any blame, we cannot fail to recognize a
gencral incompetency in many of them for the situation they fill,
an incompetency arising from no personal fault, but simply
from the want of that complete educational training, which above
all things is necessary to the proper discharge of the peculiar
duties imposed upon them. There are two or three exceptions to
this 2mong the members of the present Board of Commissioners,
but it must be allowed these are the minority. It 1s beyond the
persons composing the Board however that we carry our objection
—it is to the system itself upon which that Board is constituted
and the manner in which its functions are pexformed. Whenever
institutions of this kind are made a means for the exercise of poli-
tical patronage, evils must result of the gravest nature, opposed in
every respect to their welfare and wtility. Nor can it be said that
in this respeet the Asylum has escaped the common fate.—The last
few years have v itnessed frequent changes in alinosi every depatt-
ment connected with sts internal managenient, a circumstance
itself contrary toall the recognized prineiples for the managerent
of the insane. The following passage from the first authority of the
day, M. Pinel, will sufficiently illustrate this assertion, it is im-
possible for one who has not had for a long time the care of them,
and studied their disease, to know the nental disposition of luna-
tics. Without such preparation we should atiribute to wicked-
ness what is the result of disease. It is almost impossible to
make servants understand that mad persons have the use of some
of their faculties, with the exception of those servants who have
themselves been attacked by the disease.” How, we would ask,
is this familiarity or intimate personal acquaintance with the
unhappy inmates to be acquired, if the medical attendant is
liable to be changed with every breath of popular favour?—
Again, it is laid down as an indisputable axiom by the same
author,* It is absolately necessary that a judicious arrange
ment of authorty and subordination be established in Lunate
Asylwms, and that the Physician be invested with a power Supe:
rior to all with regard to every thing that concerns the patieats.
Is such, we would ask the position of the medical superintendeat
of this Asylum 2 Is he not liable to the interference and dict

tion of these commissioners in matters where his authority should
el

¢ Sce Prichard on Insanity, page 303.
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be absolute 2 'We hava been given to understund that until very
lately he could not even dismiss a servant for impropriety or dis-
obedience of his own will, .

The discussion which took place during the last session of
Parliament revealed to the public eye enough for any one to form
ajudgment on the errors of the present system, and we shall wait
with anxiety the appearance of the report of the Commission of
enquiry, then obtained on the motion of Mr. W. H. Boulon. If
that enquiry is going on, we must give the Connnissioners credit
for conducting 1t in a remarkaby quiet and marvellously proper
manner; and we trust the result of their labours will be satisfac-
tory to the public. In the mean time it cannot be denied that a
strong prejudice exists in the pablic mind against Dr. Scott and
the institution, a prejudice engendered, we would fain believe,
more throngh the insuflicieney of the whole system of management,
than any personal disqualification on his part—a prejudice which
events such as those now under consideration must heighten and
promote to the great detriment of the best interests of a noble
establishment.

The elective principle it appears to us might with great pro-
priety be applied to the direction of the Asylum. It is supported
by a rate leviable on all taxpayers—let these as constituents, at
tie ordiiiary quarternai elections for mnembers of Parliament elect
acommissioner from cach county, ecity, or borough ; from the
body of Commissioners so selected, let there be chosen by clec-
tion among themselves yearly, a Board of Directors, who shall
have the general management of the Institution, as far as its
financial interests are concerned, and who shall ikewise have the
eppointment of the medical officers of the institution,~—for there
ought to be more than one.  These medical officers should con-
sist of one apothecary, two resident house surgeons, and two or
more consulting physicians. It is only by a complete staff of this
kind that the most cilicient care can be secured for these unfor-
tiates.” It is the scale upon which every well regulated estab-
lishment of the kind of similar extent is condneted.  And this
staff, especially those resident in the house ought to be liberally
paid. The great personal sacrifice made by men who shat
tlemselves and families up in an Asylum, the risk they run,
tot only from the personal attacks of their patients, but from
the constant wear and tear of mind produced by the harassing
ad peculiar character of their duties, call loudly for the sympathy
of the public, and merit a rich reward. It is too much to expect
e ian to manage the treatment of between 300 and 400 luna-
tes, anvd at the same time to control the domestic arrangements of
‘W Asylumn ; and expecting this to be done, the present rate of
kmuneration is very inadequate.

Morcover, the building is insufficient in extent and incom-

¢ in arrangement, to admit all who ought to be received’



384 Editorial Department.

within its walls, and to permit of that preper classification which
is one of the most material features in the successful management
and cure of the insane. We trust shortly to see some decided
measures adopted for the amelioration of the evils we have now
endeavoured to point out.

ECLECTIC MEDICINE.

We clip the following paragraphs from ¢ The North American,?

in the hope that the perusal of them will be attended by some

good result to the regular licensed members of our profession.

They are full of interest 1o us, and contain a lesson by which we

hope the profession in Upper Canada will profit.

ANNUALMEETING OF THE CANADIAN ECLECTIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
Lrom the American Medecal and Surgical Journal.

This body held its third regular annual meeting at the Town Council
Rooms in Brachville, C.W., Sept. 24, 1851. * * *  After an extended
and interesting discassion, the meeting adjourned till the next day.

Sept. 26.—The Association agam assembled at the Council Rooms pur
suant to adjournment.  The first business in order was the clection of officers;
and the following gentlemen were chosen: Dr. Orin Ford, of Newmarket, Presi-
dent; Dr. R. Stedman, Reeording Sseretary, 3 & Bnoth. Correspondiiog
Secretary ; G. W. Edwards and Dr. Brown, Assistsnt Secretaries; Dr. J.G.
Booth, Treasurer.

Officers were then appointed for several distriets :—

The Business Committee then reported the fullowing preamble and resolu-
tions for consideration :—

Whereas * all that a man hath will he give for his life,”” it is nntural to
suppose that when his life is in peril from disease, he will resort to the most
reliable aid which his kaowledge indicates, and he thercfore ought to have the
right to select his physician without legal restriction or molestation from 30§
person for such selection and employment: And whereas reformed medicsl
pr!ctitioncrs have had unexampled success, aud their services are therefore
demended by a large and highly respectable portion of community, while the
most stringent aud oppressive laws prohibit them from rendering such services
under penalty of & severe fine and imprisonment, in all pacts of the Cana@ft’!
territory : And whereas, while the present statutes continue in force, protecting
a medical practice, the merits of which cannot sustain it, but which, Tike
intemperance, requires the strong arm of law to license the traffie—the peopk
from necessity are compelled to become accessory to the violation of legislatite
enactments, as is not becoming for law-abiding citizens: therefore—

1. Resnlved, That every person ought to possess the legal right to emplos
such physician s from his best information he shall deem properly qualified.

2. Resolved, That laws which impose a penalty upon a physician for t&°
Yieving pain, and curing the sick though entreated to do so by the afflicted then:
pelves, are the climax of tyranny, and savour of the dark ages, rather than of e
#nlightened, liberal and progressive spirit of the nineteenth century. .
. 8. Resolved, Thét the merits of any system of practice ought to be coot®
éere(} sufficicnt recommendation for public patrouage ; are all that any br
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of medicine has a right to ask for its protection ; and are all that any other art
or science ever claimed.

4. Resolved, That when any system of Medical practice requirea for its
necessary support, to be enforced upon the patronage of the people, its repre-
seatatives must feel that truth und werit are wanting,

5. Resolved, “That the laws of the United States, giving equal privileges
to all classes of physicians, are there acknowledged to be most highly beneficial
in lessening the amount of human mortality.

6. Resolved, That pensl enactments will not conatrain our citizens from
acting in this particular asthey think that duty requires ; and only teach them
not to be a*law abiding or law-respecting people.

7. Resolved, ‘That we will not hereafter vote for a member of the House
of Assembly who will not pledge himself to use his influence to obtain the repeal
of the present laws regulating the practice of medicine.

& Resolved, ‘That the Editor of the North American is requested to add
to his platfarm another plank, namely, Mepicar TonsRaTioN—the expunging
from the statute books of all protecting and prohibitory enmctments in relation
to Medical practitioners.

9 Resolved, That the electors of the thitd Riding of York have set us a
worthy example, in requiring their candidates to pledge their efforts to secure the
unqualified repeal of all laws favouting or prohibiting any party in the practice of
medicine,

10. Resolved, That we tender our thanks to these friends of the cause of
Medical "Toleration for their z=al and defence of sur rights durlug thie Just ves~
tion of Parliament, and that we hope for them bctter success at the next election,
in returning approved men to the next Parliament.

11. Resalved, That we recommend, and urgently though most respecifully
ingist, that all friends of Medical Reform shall exert their infiuence in every
mznner proper 1o procure at the earliest day possible, a tepeal of the offensive
lang against which we complain.

12, Resolved, That the friends of the Reformed Practice bave alrcady
strength sufficient to hold the balance of political poser; and that we will emn-
Ploy our influence, one and all, to obtaiv Iiberal and eulightened enactments, and
1o cffect all we can in this important pacticular.

Resolved, That we recommcnd to all Reformed practitioners and students
close attention to study, and a rigid investigation of scientific principles; to
Make every exertion to elevate our profession and render ourselves deserving of
the putranage of an enlightened public, able to fill the high station which we
occupy and to dischurge the responsibility of our calling; and that 10 sccure this
object, we do most cordially reconumend all to attend Medteal Leetures, and to
graduate at some good Eclectic Medical College, that thus we way beeomne
cqually qualified, as to learning and other attainments, with the otber brauches
of the Medical profession.

‘The preceding Report was then accepted by the Association, after which a
lengthened, carnest, and interesting discussion was held upon the topics alluded
toby the committee. Dr. Potter adaressed the assembly with his usual ability
wd the other gentlemen present were animated, and awake to the gxigencies of
the occasion.  ‘I'he votc was at length taken, and resulted in the aduption of the
freamble and resolutions by ucclamation.

Dr. Potter, Prof. of Theory and Practice in Syracuse Medical College, now
funounced that there were & gommittee from the Trustees of that Institution,
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and from the New Yuork State E. M. Society with instructions to offir the Cana.
diaun Eclectic Medicul Association a professorship in that college.

1. Resolved, That the thanke of thiz Assaciation are nresented to the
New York State Eelectic Medical Society aud the T'rustees of Syracuse Medical
College, for their liberal offer of a professorship in that iustitution; and that
Professor Potter and Russell are requested to convey to the official members of
those bodies our high szuse of their cousideration und conrtesy

The President and Seeretanses, together with Drs Philips, Schofield, and
Miller, were appunted a Committee to consider upon the selection of a person
to fill said professorship.

2. Resolved That our thaoks are herewith presented to the medical gentle.
men from Syracuse and Watertown, for their attendance and assistance rendered
us at this session,

3. Resolved, That the Ministers of the different veligious denominatione,
a3 sincere friends to the lessening of buman misery, and to the promotion of the
happiness of our race,~—who approve of our principles, and are willing 10 co-
operate with us, are hereby ackunowledged members of this Association ez afficio.

4. Wesuvlved, That the President and Secretaries are aothorised to cetab-
lish a monthly publication, provided they can ob.ain the means necessary to
defeay the expenses

5. Resolved, That the thanks of this Associution be returned to the Mayor
and Town Conncil for granting us their Hall tor our sessions.

6. Resulved, That vhe proceedings of this Assotiation be published in the
Lzaminer, North American, Globe and Brockville Recorder w Canada, asd in
the American Medical and Surgical Jowrnal, Syracuse, New York.

R. Srenxax, Secretary. ORRIN FORD, President.

We direct the attention of onr readers particularly to the lst,
2nd, 7th, 10th, 12th, and last resolutions of the first part; and to
the 3rd, 4th, and 5th resolutions of the second part. Our space is
already so preoceupied that we ean do little mnore at present than
request a careful consideration of the subject. We shall refer
more particularly to it in our next number, when we hope to be
aided by the remarks of some of our valued correspondents. In
the mean time, we would strenuously advocate the formation of
County Medical Assvciations, upon the basis of those already in
operation in.some countics. We would instance particunlarly the
Middlesex Medico-Chirurgical Association.

If this plan were generally adopted, and delegates chosen
from each Society, who would meet at some central place fof
general consultatiun on the present position, prospects, :{nd
interests of the profession, we might hope to establish something
like communion among ourselves, and common action for the
general good. When those who are opposed 1o us evince this
spirit of combination, it is surely time 1o act on the defensiv
Again we entreat the profession 10 be unanimous and energetic-
‘The dearest interests of true science now call for our cxer
tions. The community at large will view with a keen and
jealous eye the proceedings of the two respective parties no¥
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existing in the Province,—these spurious pretenders, and the re-
gulaily educated men.  Let not public judgment be warped by the
industrious efforts of the one, and the indifferent apathy of the
other. It will not suffice to say that the educated and more
enlightened portion of the commuuity will be able to discriminate
betwe®h us. Itis with the mass we have to deal. It is our
high prerogative to protect them from preswmptive ignorance
on the one hand, and persevering impostare on the other. More
than this :—it should not be forgotten that such procecedings as
these here reported cannot fail to attract attention abroad; and
it will indeed be a just reproach to us, if we take no measures
to prove that we are really not asleep. We owe the obligation of
character and position to the profession throughout the world,
let us not fail in the duty of maintaining them,

“A MEDICAL EVIL CORRECTED.”

“ Mxssrs. Hienrey AxDp Sox versus Quack Purrications—The
Profession will be much gratificd on being made acquainted with
the important fact that Messrs Ilighley and Son, the eminent
medical publishers of Fleet-street, and Boolksellers to the Royal
College of Surgeons of England, have declined the further publi-
eation of ail homeopathie, hydropathic, and other works devoted
to the advancement of quackery.”—ZLancet.

We insert the foregoing passage with much pleasure. This
is the truc way to meet the evils of guackery : instead of declaim-
ing against it, however well merited the langnage used may be,
nothing will so surely arrest its progress as a cutbined oppusition
to its interesis, and a detennination to discountenance it by every
act which will interfere with the pecuniary gains derivable from
it by these parasitical impostors.

OUR CONTEMPORARY,
Tur remarks of the British American Medical and Dhysical Journal
contained in his last number, page 364, did not escape our eye,
although omitted in the list of contents.

With respect to his charges, that he had not reccived our
exchange for two months, and that our subscribers in Montreal
had not received the nanber for November, our publisher instracts
us to say that they were properly mailed in this city in duc time.
_ Our contemporary does not forget that it was only after the
litle dressing we felt it to be our duty to give himn in Scptember,
that he condescended to forward us the first eachange copy of his
Journal; 2 circumstance which fully corroborates the sentiment
of the writer, who says, ¢ When o man feels the reprebeusion of
a friend, seconded by his own heart, he is easily heated into
ksentment.”  We are strong and well, thank’ee Archy!
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SELECTED MATTER.

PHYSIOLOGY.

—

ANATOMICAL EXAMINATION OF AN INFANT BORN WITHOUT EYES.
By M. Lissa,

The palpebral fissures were very small, not being above two lines in length ,
but the lids and lachrymal apparatus were perfectly developed, and the conjunc-
tival membrane covered the contents of the orbit.  There was not a vestige of
the glube of the eye in either orbital cavity ; its place being occupied by areolar
tissue, in which the optic nerves scemed to lose themselves. The intra-cranial
portion of these nerves followed i1s usual course ; but the tubercula quadrige-
mina and the thalami optici were of very small size; thus confirming the view

that the latter, as well as the former, are the ganglionic centres of the visual gsense.
—QGazetta Medica Italiana, July 1850,

MEDICINE.
THE CHARACTERISTIC PECULIARITIES, PATHOLOGY, AND TREAT-
MENT OF RHEUMATISM;
MORE PARTICULARLY AS IT IS FOUND PREVAILING WITHIN THE TROPICS.
By Dr. Jamrs Birp, A.}M., London.

In a paper published in the * Liondoa Journal of Medicine," (March,) Dr.
James Bird, in consideration that the practice pursued in rhewmatisin is undefined
and somewhat empirical, one employing lemon juice, anoiher colchicurm, and a
ibird a purely alkaline treatment, without any explanation of the principles or
differences of discased condition, on which such opposite systems of treatment
are recommended, has studied the disease, as met with in Europe, and compared
it with that prevailing within the tropics, among a class of patients subsisting
alost exclusively on non-azotized articles of diet. The great prevalence of
theumatism, and the severity of some of its forms, buth among Europeans and
Natives in India, originating under atmospheric conditions and habits of life so
fiferent from those.vnder which it is found prevailing in this country, seem well
edleulated to afford light as to the nsture of an obscure disease, and which may
be aaid 22 be protean in its modifications.  Dr. Bird's observations are confined
1o three points, 1st. Leading varietics of tropical ricumatism, and the particulars
i which rheumatic inflammation diffirs from simple suppurative inflammation,
20d. Qrigin of the rheumatic dinthesis, natare of the paroxysmal fever accompa-
fying articular inflammation, and causes which produce them. 3rd. The general
principles of treatment.

Tropical rheumatism presents two principal furms, the steno-phlogistic or
seate; and the astheuo-cachexical or chronie. The former, in its attack of
preticular tissues, shows a prefere ce for the compour.d membranes of a serous
wd mucous kind; the latter »ff cts the muscular, nervous, and filamentous
tissues, including the aponcurotic capan-ion of mu-cles aud the periosteum,

sing much of & nearalgic character, snd heing accompanted by vitiated outri-

fiaa, and wasting of the purts affected.  The very acute variety, associated as in

seape, with pericarditiv, or endocarditis, is a furm of the complaint seldom pre-
D
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seated to observation in India ; though cases in which the ordinary symptoms of
heat, pain, redness, and swelling of the joints, accompanied by fever, ave present,
occur both among natives and Furopeans. Such attacks usually bappen among
those inhabiting the colder, dryer, and more elevated table lauds of that country,
The astheno-cachetic varicties, associnted with different forms of periostitis
having all tha character of mercurial syphilitic cachexia, are peculiarly the pro.
duce of malarious districts. Several interesting cases of these different forms are
given, in illustration and proof that astheno-cachctic thenwatism, associated with
arthritic periostitls, is a state of constitutivnal cachemia, more frequently deve.
loped among the natives of [adia, than among Europeans after merculial treat.
ment. ‘The proclivity of native constitutions to this form of disease is said to
arise {rom the more general usc of non-azotized articles of diet by the natives
than by Buropeans; giviug to the former less vital power of resistauce to the
destructive metamorphosis of the tissues, brought on by cold, and abused courses
of mercury. As cachexiaadvances in cases of this kind, attended by complication
of rheumatic symptoms, the skin becowmes harsh and dry, and is covered by
wbite scales or papular eruptions, hasing all the character of obstinate psora,
The intimate existing sympathy betsecn the skin and epithelial covering of the
intestinal mucous surfaces, is deemed to affurd sufficient explanation of the
occasional association of cutaneous eruptions with derangements of the primary
assimilating and intestinal mucous surfaces, as observable in the different forms
of arthritic complaints.

‘The intimate relation that subsists between milder and modified degrees of
scorbutic dyscrasia, and the forms of astheno-cachexial rheumatism, is then
poiuted out. ‘This connection has of late years been almost lost sight of, uot-
withstanding that the great and accurate observer, Sydenham, described a epecies
of rheumatisin resembling scurvy in its capital symptoms, requiring nealy
the same method of cure: and which he distinguislied by the name of scordulic-
rheumatism. °lLhis species of the disease will be found under ordinary circum:
stances on shipboard, and among European sailors using in excess salt mest diet,
with little or no admixture of succulent vegctables; or on a diet of unvaricd
character, with total abstinence from animal food. Such are the circumstances,
alded by cxtreme aridity or dampuess of climate vnder which land scuny
prevails among prisoners in the jails of India, and also among bodies of natire
troops in particelar scasons and localities. The sameunvaried faripaceous
chazacter of diet, used by many of our Sipabies, predisposes them to attacks
of cachesial rheumatism. Several eases are given of this kind of scorbutis
rheumatism wherem lemon-juice, with an allowance of potatoes and fresh meat
diet, was found to be of much service in aiding the other means of cure.

The graduated forms of rheumatism just described, derive more of their
difference from constitutional causes of distinction, and the less or grealet
aberration of the blood from its normal state; and though the distinctions of the
discase, according to its seat in various parts, are thought to afford less important
grounds for opp~ ite therapeutical principles, and modes of treatment, than the
differences deduced from constitutional causes,—still the varicties founded of
localities are decmed of importance as guides to practical results. ‘The best
description of such varteties is considered to be that adepted by M. Chomel:—
1st, acticular rheumatizm, or cheumatism in the joiuts; 2nd, inuscuiar rheums
tism, or rheumatism of the voluntary mascles; and, 3dly, visceral rheumaltism, 0t
rheumatism of certain fibro serous tisrues, situated within the splanchoic
carities,
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'The generality of cases belonging to the first form as met within the tro-
pics, oftener present symptoms of the mild chronic variety than of the intense
articular rheumatism of Earopean climates; and though attacks are generally
ushered in by febrile symptoms, these symptoms are of less severity than in colder
climates, and the disease is less mobile in character.  Muscular rhewinatism, too,
though observed in every part of the body, and usually more amenable to treat-
ment than cases of the articulur form, is wore frequently met with in the loing
and ntaseles of the limbs than in any other part of the serous tissues. This is
peculiarly a disease of malarious districts, being very prevalent among the men
of pative regiments when locuted in such,

Dr. Bird then proceeds to inquire wheihgr the phenomena of rheumatism
te ilentical with those of inflammation and the phlegmasize ?  Though rheama-
tism appears with all the phienomena of the latter, its local inflammation still
possesses a specific character more symptamatic than idiopathic in nature, and
wanifesting in progress that the symptoms proceed from a particular constitu-
tional taint, which gives to them a character distinet from simple inflammation,
Rheumatism generally presents quite as much of the character of the reuroses
as of the phlegmasice ; aud though evidence is not wanting to prove that acute
articular rheumatism sometimes terminates in suppuration and purulent effusion
into the joints affected, still rheumatic wflammation differs from simple inflam-
matinn, inasmuch as it proceeds from a specific cause, and is aseociated with
greater abnormal sensibility of the nerves.

Regarding the origin of the rheumatic diathesis, theumatism is considered
#¢ the result of that pre-vxisting lesion of the assimilating and excretory organs
of the body, which, on the application of cold, errors of diet, intoxication, mala«
tia, and like exciting causes, gives rise to that abnormal change of the blood
which constitutes the rheumatic diathesis, Sometimes the blood seems altered
Yrevious to the appearance of swelling and lcenl rheumatic inflammation ; but,
occasionally, where the discase is produccd by culd acting on constitations little
ornnt at all di-posed to theumatisin, the altered condition of the blood probably
follows the development of the locai aff etion,

In cither case the heightened metanorphic power of the blood globules gives
tise toa greater rlative formation of gibrin and progressive diminution of
kemato-globulin as they occur in rheumatic fever aud its consequences. The
hatural tendency of rheumatism is to anemia, and to the production of phe.
tamena depending on a diminution of the blood globules, as lately prominently
toticed by Dr. C. Ferral, in his observations on rheumatic cases with endocardic
complicaticns; where after the employment of depletion and mercury, a cardiac
bruit different from that which originally presented itsclf continned to persist,
Rotwithstanding the steady employment of means fur subduing inflammatory
action,

That morbid condition of the bloud, which constitutes the rieumatic
dyserasia occurs in all cases where the circulating fluid cither becomes deterio-
fated by the absortion of foreign poisonous matter, as in gonorrheen, and in
cer'ain exanthematous diseascs, accompanicd by primary and sccondary symp.
toms 5 or by the reversion into the blood of increasing morbid sccretions, and is
fishionably treated as a local disease by caustic and other like applications often
ute, indeed, results of this very state of constitutional dyscrasia,

. 'The anatomical seat of rheumatism is peculiarly confined te the fibro-serous
liues, including articular capsules, cellular tissue, mucous follicles, synovial
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glands, the interior ligaments or joints, the muscles and tendons, the dura mater
as refiected oo the medulla oblongata and spinal cord, the pleura, the peritoneum,
and nerve tubules, The localized manifestations of disease are accompanied,
according to age, temperament, and previous habits, by almost epposite conditicns
of the blood, states of hyperinosis and hypenosis ; which dificrences of eomstity-
tional cause give the rheumatie swelling of the ju'nts more cr less the character
of ordinary inflammation, The local swelling of sthonophilogistic rheumatiom
differs from ordinary inflammation in having more a charactor of irrivation than
the latter ; but, aceording to the rescarches of M. Andral, agrces with it in this,
that the fibrine in the blood increases from two-and-a-half or three to as much
as ten parts in one thonsand, oscillates in the sub-acute form between four and
five, and returns to the natural standard in well marked chronie eascs.  ‘his
state of Ayperinosis is, however, rather relative than ab-ulute, beir g accomparied
by a enrrespondiag diminution of the red corpuscles ; which, as Simon supposes,
are wasted in the metamorphic production of the fibrine.

We come next to the treatment—eon which sutj-ct Dr. Bird snys—the
general therapeutic principles to be foilowed in attacks of tropical and European
rheumatisin, are—1. To subdue constitutional irritaiion aml fever by navcotics
and refrigerants. 2. To eliminate from the system the retained cholzic clements,
and other excrementitions matters of the bload, which render the urine acid, and
occasion its lithic deposits. 3. To restore the conditions of normal nutrition
by suitable diet in the stheno-pllogistic kinds, and by iron, cod-liver oil, and
tonics, when the rheumatic symptoms are associated with cackemia. 4. To subdue
Jocal symptoms of swelling and pain by lecching, cupping, aund blisters, fullowed
by anodyne applications, or local arasthetics.

In order to fulfil the first indication, which i3 the principal ani leading one,
in cases of the stheno-phlogistic kind, much profesaional discassion and difference
of opiuinu have arisen, regarding the cfficacy and propiicty of general bleeding,
as one of the means. The extent to which this remiedy may be usefully employed,
will depend much on the youth and naturally plethoric coustitution of the patient,
the irflammmatory character of the local affection, the severity and tonic natnre of
accompanying fever, and the purity and bracing iuflacnce of the air in which the
patient has been habitually exposed.  The degrees of fever are bound to corres-
pond generally to the coluess and purity of the air in which the patient has lived,
the azotized richness of the diet;"and the proportionate Ayperinusis of the bleed
accompanying good air and vich nourishment.  In a genual icflammatory dia-
thesis, thercfore, the propriety and efficacy of general bieeding are fully esta-
blished by our own experience, and recommended by a host of uncxceptionsl
authorities. But the natural tendency of the rheumatic inflammation and fever,
buing to produce an@mia, we mnst not be too prodigul in w ns'ug the nutritive
resources of the constitution ; and should be gmdud in repeating the bicedirg,
according to the quantity and iuflammaiory firmness of the bload-clot, and the
cffect which the first bleeding wmay have had in subduing irtitation and miti-
gated fever. The same extent of general blood-letting that might be useful to the
temperate and well-fed mh.xbll.lms of cold, sa !nbnous localitics, weuld be lu!,hly
injarious ta the nervous, irritable bodily babits, of t!ose addicted to cxcessive
beer-drinking and other dissipated practices. The same quantity of tlacd, they,
abstracted to cure quickly the plethoric mouttaine v of Scotland, wounld endanger
the life, or reuder tedious, the convalescence of an iLhabitar ¢ of London, breath-
ing an atinosphere deteriorated by sulpliureitod hydregen.  The necessizy, too,
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of general bleeding i tropcal theumatism is rather an exception than the rule,
as might be cxpected from the comparatively mild character of the fever and
ioflammatory symptoms,

To carry out further this indication, after a moderate bleeding, recourse
may be had to ten-graiu doses of mitrate of potash, given along with small doses
of tartarizd antimony aud ciirate of potash, three or four times day, in the form
of effirvescing draughts; or the nitrate of putash may be combired with nitrous
ether and other diuretics; the intention in either case being to subdue heat aud
irritatiun, by restoring the normal escretory functions of the skin and kidneys.
The utility of the nitrate of putash seewns dependent on its power of diminishing
the plasticity of the bloud and suspending the metamorplue disposition of the
bleold globules to produce fibrine. Uader its use the specificrgravity of the
urlile is increased, this being a medicine which possesses the power of eliminating
utea and other compounds of lithic acid from the system. Such power is pro-
bably increased by the combinations of the nitrate of potash with other alkaline
coinpraads, as the citrate and ac:tate of potash, which are converted iuto carbo-
nates in the course of the circulation.  All such means, however, prove refrige-
rant by subduing the heat and irritability of the budy; and the effget of such
may b iucreased by the addiuon at bed-time, of anudynes, either opium or
aconite.

Of medicines best adapted to carry on the sccond indication, calomel and
Dover’s ponder at bed-time, fullowed next morning by a solution of suiphae of
magnesia in compound senna iufusio., wath the addition of an alkaii aud colchi-
cum, will be found an.ong the most useful.  Much misapprehension regarding
the beneficial therapeutic action of the latter medicine seems to exist; some
deeming its chief efizacy consists in its power of eliminating urea and uric acid
from the systen:; while vthers deny to it any efficacy in subduing symptoms of
true theu natisan It s chicfly useful in cases of the acute disease, accompanied
by a fuul lualed tongue, biliary derangement, aed intestinal mucous accumula-
tivn.  Both our Indian and Eurvpean experience has caniuced us of the fact, that
with,at its purgative effect being Indaced, the urinary secretion is seldom so
much increased in q antity as to bring with it auy cousiderable relief of rheu-
watic symptoms. T he most beneficial mad: of administering it in India is to give
the wiue of colchicam twice or thrice a day, in a weak solatioa of tartarized anti-
moay, albng with liqaor patasse, and tincture of the bydrochlorate of morphia.
Free action of the kidaeys and skin 1s thus kept up, and the fuverish frequency
of the paloe redaced ; but, cvea in sach a case, the use of pargatives, and the
elimination of the blliary sceretion, must not be acglected or lost sight ofi—
Wh.re diarchwea, or the pusgative effcct of colchicam is established, there the
anbant of urea and uric acid in the urioe app. ars to be diminished ; these com-
paunds bling climinated, as it would appear, by the intestinal eracuations.  Dr.
Budcker, in alate minate ¢x imination of the activn of various medicaments, with
telirence to the changes produced by them in the constituents of the urine, the
exhalatioas of the laugs, and the bload, found that, concrary to the general opi-
uion of pharmacalogists, the use of colchiva.u produced but slight diaretic action,
and Lial very Hude cffzct on the constitucnt parts of the urine.  Duaring its em-
Playnzat, the activity of the shin and lungs, 1 exhaling carbenic acid, is consi-
d rably augmented, and after a tiae its cffects in causing an augmented secretion
of bile becomes apparent ; the melanotic blood glubules, which are umable to
eambine wih the oxygea of the air, being destroyed in the hepatic system, afford
aizterials for an augmented sccretion of bile. “The result of his analysis, thir-
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teen in number, on the action of colchicum and its known utility in rheumatism,
seem to bear strongly on the truth of the opinions expressed as to the patholo-
gical nature of the disease.

The employment of calomel, with a view of obtaining its full purgative
effect in cases of the stheno-phlogistic variety, should be more steadily pursued
to carry out this indication than the plan of giving it with opium in order to ob-
tain its constitutional ¢ffect. From its special action on the biliary organs, it is
in Indian rheumstism an invaluable remedy ; and in this country too, when pro-
perly administered in aid of colchicum and other purgatives, will be found of
much utility, by depurating the blood, through increased biliary seeretion, in
those hyper-carbonized states of the system associated with the disease in many
of those cases met with in London. The practice of mercurial fumigation, as
successfully used both in this country and in India, proves useful by increasing
the elimination from the skin, and restoring the cutancous functions to a normal
state. "T'he same result may be partially secured in both varicties of the disease,
by means of warm bathing, warm clothing, and friction of the surface.

The third indication has more immediate relation to cases of the astheno-
cachexial kind than to those of acute rheumatism. The impaired state of the
digestive funclion being so intimately associated with the origin and progress
of the rheumatic constitution, it is of much importance, while carrying out the
second indication, in acute varieties of the disease, that due attention should
be given to the diet of the patient, which must be diluted and of easy assi-
milation. In the early stage of discase it should consist of gruel, thin arrow-
100t with milk, or weak broth; and if tea-beef be allowed, it may be given
with the addition of twenty or thirty drops of the liquor potassxc; the alkal
serving to ncutralize the Jactic and other acids which accumulate in the sto-
mach along with diseased mucous secretions. As phlogistic symptoms, even
in the worst examples of acute Indien rheumatism, are asseciated with much
destructive irritation and waste of tissues, » too active or injudicious ewmploy-
ment of the diaphoretic and purgative treatment must be avoided, as such will
both derange the primary and secondary assimilation. Such derangement is
marked by emaciation, loss of strength, pale, anasarcous visage, and other
sigus of cachexia ; and as the early appearance and rapidity of such sympioms
are most remarkable in persons inclining to the leuco-phlegmatic tempera-
ment, the treatment for carrying out the previous indications should not
be such as makes too great a demand on the resources of the constitution.
‘When cachexia appears, we must have recourse to the bark, sulphate of qui-
nine, preparations of iron, or iocdide of potassium, all of which opernte bene-
ficially on the constitution, by improving the tone of the organs of primary
assimilation, modifying the nutrition of the tissues, and increasing the hema-
tine of the blood. A combination of these several remedies may be necessary,
according to the nature of particalar cases; and where iodide of potassivm, if
given zlone, would utterly fail in rclicving symptoms, it may be usc fully cmnployed
in combination with the bark, or sarza-decoclivn, or extract of taraxacuw, by
which the double cffect of healthy cutaneous activn and increased (limination by
the kidaeys way be generally secured.  The iodide of potassium must net be
given io large quantities, but along with it Jaxatives are as essential as jn using
colchicum. In many such cascs, the compound decoction of sarza to the ¢xtent,
at least, of half a pint twice daily, with an cqual proportion of warm milk, has
been found to be of much utility in promoting the nutrition of the tissues and
bringing back healthy cutaneous action. The extract of sarza pills, with resin of
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guiacum, and sulphuret of antimony, may be given advantageously with the same
object, care being taken to supply the patient with light casily digested clements
of nutrition. Among such elements we may mention cod-liver oil, which in two
cases whien prescribed in this country, proved of much benefit. One of these was
a case of excruciating pericranitis, affecting the aponeuroses of the cervical ver-
tebrx, and accompanied with neuralgia of the superior maxillary branch of the
fifth pair of nerves; the other was hysterical neuralgia of the intercostal muscles.
In both cases counter-irritation was employed by means of a liniment of oil of
turpentine with pyroligenous acid over the pained parts; and in the former the
il was given along with the extract of aconite at bed-time.

‘The last and fourth indication is to employ remedies suited to subdue the
pain and swelling of the local affections. If such are of a muscular kind, strongly
stimulating terebinthinate liniments, warm fomentations, and shampooing of the
parts, will be found beneficial in relieving pain; but in some cases, such was its
severity and persistence, that the patients were relicved by nothing except the
obstraction of blood from the parts by means of cupping-glasses. When the
joints suffer, aud are much pained and swollen, we found no local applications
wore useful than leeches and repeated blisters to the parts. If the latter be
employed, the blistered surface may be dressed with an oinlment containing
quantities of hydrochlorate of morphia, covered over by cotton wool and a
pitce of spongio-piline to prevent evaporation, will be found of much utility.
Others have of late recommended for the same purpose a chloroform lotion,er one
of Dutch liquid, stating such to be of great utility in relieving the pain and
awelling of the joints; but though we have had no experience of their efficacy,
they appear well calculated to fulfil the same intcations as other like remedies
which have been long in use. More might be said as to the greater or less cfficacy
io theurnatism of epecial remedies, but as we place little faith in such when used
without discrimination, we defer any such remarks to a more fitting opportunity,
the great object of this paper being to delineate the leading charactets of rheu-
matic disease, and the therapeutic indications most applicable to each.

PATHOLOGY.
ON SOME OF THE HISTOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF MALIGNANT
GROWTIIS,
By Professor Albers, of Bonn

1. No form of growth other than the malignant consists so cxclusively,
eren to the acquisition of a large size, in cell-furmatiun, all non-malignant ones
containing & great abundance of fibre-furmativns. It may be objected that
epithelial tamours cousist of cells, and 3¢t remain innocent. Itis to be observed,
bowever, that such tumours always remaia small, aad have not proved so gene-
nlly innocent as the polypus and fibroid.  Epithelial tumour, too, frequently
telapses, and is symetimes as destructive as caucer itseif. Among other innocent
tamours, the futly especially cxhibit ccll, but the regular fibrous network, which
i also present, essentially distinguishes them from ail malignaut tumours.

. 2. Ininnocent growths the cells decrease with the duration of these, while
v malignant ones they increase. At the conmencement of the so-called tumours
¢ the cellular 1issue, amorg the preduwincat fibres, cells are to be scen, which
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at an older date are entirely absent ; and the same is observed in polypus aud
fibroid. In malignant tumours a great number ot fibres are found o
first ; but the longer the tumours exist and the larger they become, the more
completely do such fibres disappear, leaving the cells as the sole histological
-element. .

3. Certain peculiarities are observed in these cell-formations, among which
may be mentioned the incomplete formation of the greater part of the cells, when
the tumour is old and large, and especially in the case of relapsing aud secondary
formations. The cells exhibit either a different form, an unequal size, oran
irregular degree of development. The equal development of the structural ele.
meats of polypus, iibroid of fatty tumour, furnishes an entirely different general
irmapression from that derived from any kind of malignant tumour.

4. Besides this incompleteness and irregularity of the development of cells
in malignant growths, they are found in these to undergo a rapid disintegration,
examples of which, though more frequently met with in the older tumours, are
not wanting in the younger ones, showing the retrograde changes which are
taking place. The elements proving this, arc granules, granular bodies, acd
granular cells ; and these are to be found in a greater or less number in every
cancerous tumour proportionate to its age. If, on the other hand, we consider
the regular and unchanged condition of the cells in fatty tumours or polypus, i
which scarcely any granular bodies or ccils ate found, it becomes certain that the
duration of the life of a cell is much longer in innocent than in malignant tu-
mours.

5. Malignant tumours are remarkable for the rapidity of their cell growth,
In a few days an entire lung may undergo tubercular transformation, or a cante-
rous tumour acquire double its size. A relapse may occur in five or six days,
and a few days later may attain enormous dimensions. No innocent tumost
comports itself thus,

6. In malignant swellings we always find a more cbundant juice, whith
flows out on pressure, and contains some of the clements of the disease, as the
cells, and the same fluid blastema is obtainable from tubercular lungs. Whee
Buid is pressed out from a polypus, it contains no cells or fibres, or very fex,
while in that obtained from caucer there are numerous cells in every staged
development. It follows from this, that the textural connection in the maligoant-
tumour is always looser, and the propartion of fluid blastemna always larger tht
in the innocent ; and that these slightly connected clements are easity separable
and are incapable of the degree of development observed 39 the innocent, beiog
therefore, endowed with a shorter duration oflife than these.

1t results from the above observations, that there is less nital energy aid
durability in malignant growths, as is shown by the fewer stages of development
they are capable of ; and by the great disposition of the cells to terminate their
life, and to pass into granular bodies and granule-cells. This retrograde courst
explains the inordinate increase of cclls, just as we sce an immense reproduetiee
power in animals placed low down in the scale.  ‘The lower its vital energ)y sioks
the more rapidly does the grouth increase, so that the sccond or third relspst
takes on a much larger and more rapid development than did the original tumos
—a point well deserviug the attention of the operator, lest by his interfercnt:
he lowers the amount of vital energy, and hastens death more rapidly then ¥
would have occutred had the case been left to nature. 1t is to this diminutie
of vital activity, that the peculiar softening of these tumours is due. Intk
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softencd mass are found the elements of the degenerated structure with incom-
pletely formed pus globules ; and when the vital power is increased, and, as in
tubercule, stationary condition of the disease produced, a-more complete pus
formation takes place.—Canstatt's Jakrl., 1850,

SURGERY.
PARTIAL ANCHYLOSIS OF THE LOWER JAW REMEDIED BY DIVISION
OF THE MASSETER MUSCLES.
By W.J. Little, M.D., London.

A healthy woman, aged thirty-three, of steady habite, not hyster -al aspect
applied to me for relief of a contracted condition of the jaws. My report of the
csse is as follows :—

She states that for three years she has been unable to open her mouth, and
that during this period she has subsisted entirely uvpon fluid or semi-fluid
sliments. The contraction immediately followed a mercurial pryalism excited
for removal of some inflammatory ailment. On examination of the mouth, the
maxille are observed to be firmly approsimated; the teeth perfect, but those of
the inferior maxilla much concealed behind those of the upper. No unnatural
adhesions can be discovered between the cheeks and gums. Exteruvally, and
alio within the mouth, the masseter muscles car be felt firmly contracted,
verging upon atrophy rather than hypertrophy. Nothing abnorwal is discoverable
ia the temporal museles. It is impossible, on a hasty trial, to introduce even the
blade of a kuife between the dental surfaces, in cousequence of the cdges of the
lower fncisors being on a superior plane to that of the corresponding edges of
the upper teeth. She possesses no voluntary power of separating the maxillx,
but sufficient lateral movement can be effected to show that complete anchylosis
does aot exist. ‘The patient is of opinion that the left maxillary articulation is
less free than the right, which corresponds with the impression I have received
from my examination. She exhibits several box-wood wedges, used for separa-
tion of the jaws, on which imprints of the incisor teeih are visible.  She says she
isenabled, by moderate perseverance during three or four days to separate the
iacisors one-twel{th of an inch; beyond this amovut she has never succeeded in
temporarily diminishing the contraction. Several surgeons have cudeavoured to
telieve her by means of wedges and screws.  She has also been an inmate of &

+ metropolitan hospital, but without benefit.

Feb. 22, 1851.—Divided the masscters, with the assistance of Mr. Barrett
ud Mr. Gowland—the right muscle by sub-mucous myotomy, and the left subcu-
faveously. *The mode of opcration was as follows :—

In the case of the right muscle, I intruduced an ordivary sharp-pointed
notome through the mucuous membraue of the mouth, opposite the anterior
burder of the masseter, on a line with the commissure of the lips, penetrating
Yackwards, first between the muscle and the mucous membrane, and aftervards
between the muscie and the caronoid process of the jaw, the knife being carried
poiteriorly, until it could be felt by the left index, placed behind the ascending
tmus. On turning the edge of the instrument towards the muscle, the whole
%the fibres Letween it and the integuments were severed.

. For the division of the left muscle, the tenotome was passed through the
%in at the inferior-posterior angle of the jaw, and carried ffally along the sutface
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of the bone towards the mouth.  On attaining the mucous membrane—notice
of which was received by the left index, purposely placed in the mouth—the
point of the koife was cariied carcfully betocen the tucous wembrane and the
muscle, towards its anterior edge, the fibres having been divided in & similar
manner to the section of the oppasite wuscle, althoagh in a different direction,
The puncture in the mouth—that which resulted from division of the right
tuscle—appeared inclined to emit red blood.  T'his was immediately restrained
by pressurerof the part against the tceth, through a dossil of lint externally
applied.  The cutancous puncture required no particulars.tention.

On the following day, considerable ecchymosis of botl cheeks was visible,
and she complained of some tenderness.  The external puncture cicatrized im.
mediately ; the healing of the puncture in the mucous membrane was delayed
for four ot five days by a slight discharge. On the third day after operation,
when tenderness and tummefaction were subsiding, the patient expressed her coo.
viction that she possessed greater command over the jiw, but increased mobility
was not apparent. She was desired to use the wedges as before the operation.
On the fifth day I was favoured by Messrs. Craigie and Barrett with an instr.
ment admirably adapted for separating the maxilla when so closely contracted
ag scareely to adwit a thin spatula between the opposing surfaces. By its means,
rapid amendment was affected. Within a fortnight I was enabled to sepante
the incisors nearly oue inch,  She was not required constantly to wear any me
chanical contrivance, but recommended to employ the extending apparatus many
times daily for some minutes at each time.

The only pathological observations worthy of record during the after treat
ment were, that greater soreness of the left masseter was complained of; and thst
about a fortnight after the operation a painful globular swelling, correspondisg
in situation and size to the left masillary articulation, presented itself. Thit
swelling appeared to be attributable tosome congestion of the capsular tissues
aud effusion into the joint. She was consequently desired to procecd lew
actively with the instrumental separation of the jaws, and to apply compound
tincture of iodine to the part. Whilst thesc measures were adopted, the swellig
quickly subsided.

The case proceeded most satisfactorily ; with the aid of the instrument, ¢
month after the operation, she was enabled to open her mouth to the utmost
extent, and by volition could open it half-;ay. A few wecks later she could
slowly masticate, and she had acquired greatly increased facility of speech
Tendency to re-closure of the mouth still existed, the case resembling in thiv
respect contracted states of most other parts of the body, in which the tendency
torelapse requires to be counteracted by persevering use of active and passive
movements of the articulations. Mr Barrett subsequently very cffectuslly
assisted me with the mechanical resources of the dentist’s art, causing an apps
ratus to be prepared for wearing within the month, caiculated, by means of
springs, to act upon the dental arches, and assist the weak depressor muscles .°f
the jaw in their antagonisin to the powerfol wuscles which tended to close it
This apparatus, when first employed, occasioned irritation of the interior of the
checks, and required frequent adjustment. At present (June, 1851) it is wors
in comfort a few hours daily. By its means she can fully open her mouth i
mastication and speaking, and even without it has greatly recovered the use'?’
the part. 1 cntertain no doubt that in this false anchylosis of the jaw, 85 2
deformity of many other parts, the temporary use only of mechanicel apparate!
will be needed.
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Remarks.—'T'he infrequencey of the application of tenotomy and of myotomy
1o contracted jaw, invests this case with sufficient interest to justify its publica-
tion, ‘The result of the trcatment has quite equalled my expectations. A cure
bas not yet been attained, but the facility with which at present the sulject of
the operation is enabled to apply the mouth to purposes of assumption of food,”
mastication, and specch, indicates that perseverance in these uses of the parts
will lead to perfect recovery.

It may excite surprise that a contraction which had resisted mechanical
estension without operation, subsequently yielded when section of part cnly of
the muscles which close the jaw had been effected.  Thus, in a fixed closure of
the part of three years” duration, it could not be doubted that the temporal and
internal pterygoid mascles were more or less concerned with the wasseters in the
abormal contraction.  Orif the whole of the above muscles were not originally
inplicated, analogy with the phenomena observed elsewhere teaches us to appre-
bend that they may have become sccondarily involved.  Thus in other parts of
the body in which spastic or other contraction of one muscle occurs, we find that
this primary coutraction of one musele is usvally, after atime, accompanicd with
thortening and rigidity of all the muscles concerned in those normal actions of
the part in which the primarily affected muscle bears a principal share only.
Thus, for exzmple, in wry-neck, we have reason to believe that in many instances
the ateruo- cleido-mastoideus, with or without its congener the trapezius, is pri-
aitily affected, but that after the lapse of a variable period, other muscles, the
kaleni, for example, become shortened, and oppose restoration of the position of
tebead; or as at the elbow, the biceps appears to be primarily or principally
ificted, although after section of it the branchialis anticus, and aponeurotic and
wicular structures, for a time resist replacement. In the jaw, therefore, when
wexamine the masseters and feel them rigidly contracted, we should not con-
ade that the morbid closure of the mouth is attributable to shortening of these
‘_mlcles only, but apprehend that the temporalis and pterygoideus internus way

esimilarly affected. From this argument it wight be inferred, that in any
- freu case of deformity dependent upon muscular contraction, it would be neces-
,in the operative treatment of it, to sever all the contracted muscles or their
us. 'This necessity is recognised, and is adopted as far practicable with
d and security. Thas, many years since, I pointed out the propriety, in
operative treatment of severe talipes varus of infants, of severing not only the
o-Achillis, but also the tendons of the tibialis anticus, tibialis posticus, and
iz plantar structures, leaving untouched the other structures on the back of
lg and in the plantar regiun, which are more or less contracted in that
ity. Experience in treatwent of many deformities, has, however, tavght
 although division of all the contracted structures facilitates restoration,
“n of one or more muscles, having a principal share in maintaining a con-
1, often suffices: the relief afforded by section of one tendon is consider-
“1endering the remainder of the cure practicable by instrumental means.
The {impulse towards restoration afforded by the removal of one obstacle
% the remaining struggle less considerable. I am not of opinion that sec-
one muscle or tendon dperates indirectly, or by reflex through the uervous
*0, upon other (undivided) muscles, so as to calm down their resistance.
wlief afforded is, I believe, through reduction of the quantity of resistance,
Mitibly in another mode analagous to certain physiological phenomena.
Uis well known, in the animal kingdom, that the exercise of a power fully
i to compete with any resistance a victim is capable of offering, appeats
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to paralyz2 that resistance.  The dominion of the more powerful animals ove
the lower is thus beneficially facilitated. Yo physiological experiments vpoa
living anim-~ls, it has been observed that the tight grasp with the instrument of
the physiologist arrests that resistance which previously obstracted ohservatiog
during the experiment. Something akin (o this is witnessed in the treatment of
the insane, and in some diseases. It ia true that in these instances, 1he reasoniog
power of the animal or of the individual comes into operation, whilst in defo.
mities dependent upan muscular contraction it is believed that the influence of
the mind or of the brain isnot exerted. Buat who shall venture to say what shae
the truly cercbral organs may not have in morbid muscular contractions? i
some, at least, the influcnce of the mind is incontestable.

"The present case illustrates the relief afforded in a fixed closure of the jur
by section of the masseter muscles, or rather of the principal mass of them, fir
the fibres attached on the inside of the coronoid process necessarily escapd
division; the resistance afforded by the temporalis and pterygoideus intetos
having yielded to mechanical means previously unsuccessfully applied,

I may be excused one observation respecting the pathogeny of the ca,
The increased rigidity of the left maxillary artizulation, and the globular swelliy
which formed o that situation during treatment, appear to indicate that on th
occasion of the mercurial ptyalism, some inflammation estended from the neigh
bouring parotid gland to the articulation.  Tlence, when the ptyalisin subsidel’
the usual freedom of the left maxillary articalation was not obtained. Notwiih
standing the well-known indisposition o: musenlar fibre to assume inflammstay
action, it i3 not improbable that the lefi masseter or its aponeurosis) was involwd
in the inflanmation. . Whether or not the muscle was directly implicated int
ioflammation, it seems probable that ptyalism, inflammation of the articolatioy
muscular contraction, and partial anciiylosis, were the liuks in the pathogenetic
chain,

T doubt pot that many cases popularly termed locked-jas, accompar
with cicatrices in the mouth, consequent upon the uvlceration that oceurs 1f¢
fevers, ptyalism, stomatitis, or cancrum oris, present themselves, in which, o
fuir trial of mechanical means, and a satisfactory diagnosis of absence of
anchylosis of the maxillary articulations, myotony aud division of cicatrir
bands, if any such be present, would lead to relief of the contraction,

[t may not be superfluous to add, asa caution to over-ready operators,
discriinination of suitable cases is nnt invariably easy.* Above all, it shoold
remembered that many cases of closure of maxillie oceur in nervous females, <3
sequent to emotional and other inflnences, in which, of course, an operationis®
advisable, as the onset, departure, and recurrence of sneh contractions may
suddenly or without premouitory phenomena. They ave, in short, somelis
intermittent in their character. In no case of muscular contraction should o
tion be employed until after persevering trial of suitable mechanical meaos by
practitioner himself.

* 1 trust I shall be pardoned for this appareut discouragement of tenotomy, but{b
of 50 many unsucce-sful cases of tenotomy apphed 1o the lower extremties, thti
warranted 1y protesting heforehand agamst faolures through want of caution, 2
guilty of presumption, I might adid, want of expenence n the management of
tions m general, and of that special tact which opportunty canalone, here as els¢
give. apply . half-cured cases of club-foot, &¢, 1f properly operated, admmt of
restoration, cven without re-operation, by perseverance m suitable m:\mpuhuﬁ
competent attendants, and mechanicul treatment—means applicable by everyF
and enquiring praciitioner.
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ON FRACTURE OF THE 0S HYOIDES,
By Dr. Grunder.

Thie following proves that this affection is not always so easy of recognition
uit is usually considered to be. A labourer, wct. 63, fell from a waggon on his
fice, and discharged a large quantity of tlood by the mouth, Ile found he
culd not swallow, and when seen twelve hours afterwards complained of severe
piinin the neck and nape, with inability to turn his head, though no injury of
the vertebrae could be detected.  Uia voice was hoarse and difficult.  On at-
nopting to drink, the fluid was rejected with violent covghing, the patient
dechiring he felt it ag if entering the air passuges. An cxamitation of the fauce
kdto no explanation of this condition. ‘I'he epiglottis did not, however, appear
woompletely close the larynx, or to be in its exact position.  The torgue was
noreable in all directions, and pressing it down with a epatula caused ne incon-
wnience,  T'he hyuid seemed to possess its continuity.  No erepitation or ab-
wrwal moveability could be perceived, and no pain at the roat of the tongue
wearred on attempting to swallow,  After repeated examination, 1' case was
tonclided to be one in which the functions of the nervus vagus had vudergone
geat disturbance, or the mascles of the larynx had become torn or paralysed.—
Medicine and food were admiuistered by mcans of an elastic tube.  The patient
hda good appetite and slept well, the pain of the neck was Jost, and its motion
worered ; a heetic cough, fro.at which he had long suffered, alone remaining.
'Alter continuing, however, to go on thus well for six days, the cough increased,
theappetite failed, strength was lost, the voice was scarcely audible, and in five
wredays the patient died exhausted. At the autopsy, a fracture of the os
Ypoides was found.  One of the large coruua was broken, and had become firmly
tbedded between the epiglottis and rima glottis, inducing the raised position of
‘e epiglottis, loss of voice, and difficulty of swallowing. ‘I'he fracture was pro-
bbly produced by muscular action, a cause first asigned in a case occurring to
Wlisier d* Angers.~~Selunidt' s Jakrbuch.

NTHE ABORTIVE TREATMENT OF GONORRH(EA BY CHLOROFORM.
By M. Venot.

M. Venot, of Bordeaux, states, as the result of a twelvemonth’s experience,

fatijections of chloroform, though of litle avail in confirmed gonorrhicea, are

tssed of a complete abortive cfficacy, if employed during the first week.—
de Therap.

MIDWIFERY.
ABSENCE OF THE UTERUS.
By A Depaul.

. M. Depaul recently related a case at the Medical Society of Emulation,
% lie regarded as an example of absence of the uterus and vagina. It oc-
edin the persun of a weman, wmt. 22, having well develsped breavts and
mal sexual organs, together with marked vencreal desire.  In place of the

opening was a simple depression ; and by the simultancous inroduction
Uinger into the rectum, and a catheter into the bladder, no bady having auy
to the uterus could be felt.  The right ovary was supposed to be detect-
Every month she has all the symptoms of meostruation, except the flux.
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M. Depaul, by careful examination, convinced himself that this case way
not one ot mere imperforate vagina 3 but, as the woman is still living, the exat
state of the parts is not demonstrable. Tn a case, however, recently related by
Dr. Zichl, ao autopsy was possible.  The person, xt. 57, had been married for
thirty-two years, but had never menstruated.  She was feminioe in appearance
and inclinations, and the external scaaal organs were cumpletely developed.—
‘The vagina was very narrow, so as only to admit the finger for an inch, shen it
terminated in a blnd sac.  No uterus could be fddt.  The Fallopian tubes hy
in the broad ligaments bebind the bladder, the fimbrize being normal,  The
ostinm abdomiuale was open iu both, but of the ustium uterinum no trace could
be found. Bebind and below the tubes lay the ovaries, somewhat wasted,
wrishled on their surface, dry and firm in structurz, and containing only small
thick nodules. Not a rudiment of the uterus existed.— L’ Union Med.

FORENSIC MEDICINE.
ON THE DETECTION OF LEAD IN A BODY THAT HAD BEEN
INTERRED NEARLY TWO YEARS.
By Dr. Mayr,

Although lead-poisoning is of such common occurrence, it seldom taku
place in a manner calling for judicial investigation. Dr. Mayr has, however,
recently published an interesting case of this kind. The body of a clergyma
was disinterred after twenty-one month's burial, as it was. reported he had ben
poisoned. The head had become a complete skedeton.  To the chest hun
some dark green fleshy substance. Within its cavity more remains were found
of the right than of the left lung.  Below the diaphragm a mouldering mass was
found, apparently formed of the remains of the liver, stomach, spleen, :!nd su.u‘.l
intestines,—a vellow spot, the size of a hen's egg, resembling «ffused bile, exist
ing in the region of the liver.  Of the ascending colen little remained ; but the
rectum, and a small portion of the sigmoid flexure were observed, The faal
remaius were of a blueish-white colour, and shone remarkably through the st
rous membrane. The inner lining of the intestines seemed thickened, and in
parts ulcerated.  After all had been removed, the cavity of the pelvis exhibited
a shining white, almost silvery sppearance. On testing the remains of the
abdomen. lead was freely detected and reduced, no arsenic, which was sl
sought for, being present.  Several grains of lead were reduced from three =
of the lung substance, and a drachm from the same quantity of the intestinal
contents,—although no flux was employed to facilitate the reduction. .

When the history of the case was investigated, it was found that the pot
soning had been going on for ten months of the year 1844, Tour physiciasy
who had attended him under supposed attacks of gastric fever, and latterly2t
ulcerated condition of the bowels, now deposed to the existence of symptoms 0{
iead poisoning, though this was not suspected during life.  As severe abdomios
pain always came on after the pefformance of mass, it was now supposed .(hat e
wine used had been poisoned. No lead was prescribed for him among his wmed?
cines durieg his long illness.

From the fact of the poison having been found in the lungs, it must bare
been introduced into the economy as a soluble salt, which, fromits solubilitya
tastelessness, was probably the acctate.  Large quantities must have beed 3
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ministered for a long period, or it would not have been found in such abundance,
and diffused over so great an extent ; it being estimated from the quantity ob-
tined, that at least 30 drachms nust have been contained in the body. Tt
it of impertance to remark, that although the body had been buried for twenty-
one months, and no traces of the brain, heart, or other muscles remained, the
poison was yet detectibde in the remaining portion of the lungs and intestines,
and that it had undergone a partial reduction through the putrefactive process
in the bady itself.  That the acetate was not, however, completely decomposed,
was seen by procuring from the intestinal contents a soluble salt.  ‘This shows
alio that the acetate, like other metallic salts soluble in water,more or less resists
the putrefactive process, and that the decay of organic structures impregnated
sith it may be delayed,~—the putrefactive process, which ordinarily commences
in the abdominal organs, being in this case much less advanced in the large
fntestine than in other parts of the body. ‘The finding so considerable a portion
of the lead in the lungs, is also therapentically interesting, in regard to the admi-
pistration of the substauce in haemoptysis and phthisis.

It seems that the minister, who was formerly mild in his mapners, beeame
lattely morose and impatient, exhibiting signs of the peculiar melancholy gene-
nted ia lebes metaluica 5 while with this were conjoined all the ordinary symp-
toms of gradual lead-poisoning, even to the occurrence of attacks of paralysis.—
DBuchnei’s Repert,

0N THE DETECTION OF MERCURY IN THE BODY OF A PERSON
DYING OF MERCURIAL CACHEXY.

By M. Gorup-Besancs.

That quicksilver is one of the metzals capable of absorpticn into the eco-
wy is 2 rell-kuown fact, detected as it has been by various chemists, not only
inthe blood, but in the secrctions of various organs, and especially the saliva,
udin the structure of the organs themsclves. But as to the mode of its distri-
‘hlilm, the duration of its presence in the various organs, and whether it is found
uall or certain tissues only, are points yet to be investigated. Dr. Gorup-
Beasnez relates the results of a recent investigation of the body of a woman,
Yo was long (twenty-five years) laboriously engaged in silvering looking-
tasses, but who, from the convulsive tremors that were induced, had been
Wiged to desist from her occupation for a year prior to death.

The somewhat collapsed brain did not entirely fill the skall, and the dura
Bater was of a reddish-blue from the venous congestion. The consisteacy of the
btia was firmer than usual. The lungs were hepatized, loaded with dark-
sloured blood, and non-crepitant.

The chemical results obtained by following the processes of Freseniug and
bbo were as follows.  The lungs and heart gave no traces of mercory ; a very
mll quantity was detected in the liver, and none in the bile. A doubtful pre-
Sitate was thrown down upon the gold plate by the brain, while the spinal
;”ﬂmn presented no traces. That any remains at all should be found after a
|'stisremarkable, and is confirmatory of other facts, proving how long certain
s, e. . antimony, may be retained in the cconomy. 'Fhat the liver was the
%Y organ in which it could then be detected, confirms the doctrine that metal-
*Misonous substances are longest found in that organ.~—Buckner's Repert.
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ORGANIC CHEMISTRY.

NATURE’S CHEMISTRY INEXPLICABLE.
By J. L. Levison, Esq., Brighlon.

Tlere appears to be something anomalous in the cifects of light on some
flowers, which seems to render Nature’s chemistry inexplicable,  Probably some
of your readers way solve the problem. TFor iustance, it is said that when light
is excluded from vegetables or flowers, they become white, and the inference
which most students have arrived at is, that light is the principal cause of the
difference of colour, modificd in different kinds by some difference in their struc.
ture. That the exclusion of light does certainly blanch some kinds of vegetables,
is now adwitted as an axiom in vegetable chemistiy 5 for example, the endive,the
celery, the white cabbage, &e.5 and although the deprivation seews to induce the
colourless condition of those mentioned above, it is not a law, otherwise it would
be universal.  And my object, therefore, in this brief paper, 13 simply to mention
a few facts which scem to be exceptions.  The vidurnum opulus (guelder rose)
has a green flower in the first jnstance, which gradually becomes white if the
weather is fine and the light ivtense, the flowcrs under such stimulus assuming 2
most beautiful opaque whiteness. They remain for wecks in this colourless con-
dition, and are finely contrasted with the dark-green leaves which surround them;
and so delicate is the whiteness of the fiowers that they are popularly called
snow-balls.”  So also lilius albus, &ec., preseunt similar phenomena.

Can it be explained why the viburnuwm opulus, &c., &c., scem to be excep
tions? 'That all the rich variety of colours in the domain of Flora, court the
light which gives them their beautiful shades and tints, and in those we hast
named, that its presence should banish from then: every vestige of hue or colouy,
shows that we have g1ill mmuch to learn on the chomical effecte of Tight.

ON THE OXIDATION OF AMMONIA IN THE IIUMAN BODY; WITH
SOME REMARKS ON NITRIFICATION.

By Ilenry Bence Jones, M.D., F.R.S., &e. i

It is shown in this paper, that when ammoniacal salts are taken into tblq
body, nitric acid is ¢xcreted by the urine, alibough no trace of that substex
could previously be deteeted in it.  "The author was then led to investigate ogbcg
cases of culnbustion, in which ammonia is present, and came to the conclusioly
that nitric acid is forined out of the body as well as in it 5 and he further asee
tzincd, that even the nitrogen of the atmosphere is not indifferent ju odinalfy
cases of combustiun, but that it gives vise to minute quantities of nitric acid—
1le found that a mixture of starch with a drop o1 two of hydriodate of potash 8%

%

hydrochloric aeid was a more delicate fest of the presence of nittic acid t'g

either the indigo test or the protosulphate of iron test 5 aud that he was ably
detect, by its means, aslitile as one grain of vitre in 10 «Z. of urine, which g
ther of the other tests would indicate.—Proceedings of the Royal Svcicty.



