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THE PRESBYTERIAN.

MAY, 1863.

Qur readers no doubt have observed
that for some months past, our columns
have contained very little matter bearing
upon the question of Presbyterian Union.
Few articles have been sent to us on the
subject: and we are inclined to think, that
the interest feit in it some time ago, has,
to a certain extent, cooled down, if it has
pot, in some quarters, entirely disappeared.
Knowing that the very name of union is
unpleasant to some of our brethren, and
that the sight of an article in favour of
it, in our columns, sorely exercises them,
we have written nothing ourselves of late,
being desirous to lead a quiet life. Nay,
we have even gone the length of not
copying any news from other journals
which referred to this ¢ queestio vexata.”
For all this we hope that the oppouents
of union will give us dve credit; we
modestly feel that we deserve it.

In our last number we thought that we
had been exceedingly guarded in keeping
out all union matter; aud, excepting a
brief notice of affairs in New Zecaland, we
supposed that we had succeeded. But on
looking over our pages more carefully we
find that our vigilance had been sleeping,
sand that the subject had, almost unknown
kto us, got into one of our colmunications,
fviz,, into that one, giving an account of
s social meeting of St. Paul’s congregation
fin Montreal. At this meeting, (and having
heen present, we can testify that it was a
frery agreeable gathering, and that all who
gbad the good fortunc to be there had a
E-emarkably pleasant time of it,) both Mr.
ponodgrass the winister of the congrega-
gion, and Dr. Taylor of the Canada Pres-
yterian Church, who was assisting his
greverend brother in ¢ cultivating the social
orinciple” with his people, scem to have
poade the subject of unien the staple of
Rtheir two specches, and our readers will
gagree with us when we say, that they both
sdiscoursed very bricfly and very scosibly
Rthere-upon.

For ourselves we are bound in candour
lo state that we do not think th~* any
advance whatever has been made t. -ards
union fur sumne time back. Nay more, we
are inclined to think, and we say so with
sorrow and regret, that we are farther
from union now than we were some time
ago. We are of opinion, that in Montreal
and its neighbourhood, the feeling on the
part of our brethren of the Canada Pres-
byterian Church, is scarcely so cordial
and friendly, as it at oue time appeared
tous to be. And there also is, we fear, on
the part of some of our own people, if not
a fecling of hostility, certainly no appa-
rent inclination for nearer intercourse or
more close communion. We are very
willing to believe that this feeling is con-
fined to a few honest, but narrow-minded
individuals on both sides.  We hope that
itis so. There are such people in every
body, and they always make more noise
than their importance warrants. It may
be that we are altogether mistaken in the
views and opinions which we are now
conveying to our readers; but, nevertheless,
we consider ourselves bound, as faithful
chroniclers of what is passing around
us, to notice what we believe 10 be the
fact. For this state of things, various
causes might be assigned, but into these
we shall not at present en'er. We hope
that time will rub oft the rough edges and
sharp corners that now oppose our pre-
gress, in what we believe to be the night
dircction.  And in the meantime, we are
content to wait on paticntly, and to do
quietly, what we can in our own sphere
towards that which we have always looked
upon as a great and desirable end, viz,
the consolidating into one large and pow-
erful Canadian Church, upon a solid and
lasting foundation, all the different I’res-
bytenar bodies now existing here under
separate organizations. .

In this number we insert the concludin
articleof a serics on this subject written by
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“ Presbuteros,” and with this article, as far
as we at present see, it may be desirable for
a time, to close the discussion on union.
Nevertheless if any one wishes to reply to
Presbuteros we would feel bound 1n fairness
to open our columns for that purpose. But
our own conviction is, that no great good
can be done by continuing the controversy
at the present moment, when circomstances
seem to be so unfavourable. Not that we
regret having discussed the question in our
columns—far from it. Free discussion al-
ways does good ; it is the opposite course
that leads to mischief. All questivns affect-
ing the interest of the Church and people
ought to be freely discussed; and every
party in the Church has a right to be
heard. We know that there are men, who
would not only prohibit the publicativn of
articles on certain subjects, but would, if
they could, prevent people even from think-
ing about them. But “the day has gone
past when thought can be kept down.” We
have every respect for the rights, privileges,
and authority of the conauclors of this
journal—and well we may—but we shouald
not arrogate to ourselves, the right of dic-
tating to the pcople what subjects they
shall discuss and what subjects shall be
forbidden.  Those who edit this paper
should only determine the order and ex-
tent of a discussion-—no more ; to act other-
wise would be to make our journal the
mouth piece of a clique or party, whereas
we wish that 1t should represent all parties
in the Church. Regarding the conducting
of tbis journal we may wsc the words of an
cloquent divine who is an honour to the
Church in Canada:—* means should be
taken to call forth whatever of capacity there
is in the Church, for the kind of writing
required in & periodical. The leading men
should sup; 'y articles from time to ime as
needed, all subjects being free, and diffe-
rence of opinion allowed on points of inte-
rest to the Church. If both sides of a ques-
tion are fairly represented, who has a right
to complain ¢”

Quane of our friends think, that we should
not, editorially, give any opinion on
matters of controversy, Lut should merely
hold an even balance betwecn contending
partics. There may be somcthing in this.
But we coufess that we do not see any rea-
son why we, who haveagood deal of trouble
in conducting the paper should have our
miouths shut, and be debarred from express-
ing our honest convictions as well, and as
freely, as other people.  What we write
will carry no more weight than our readers

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

choose to give to it; certainly no more
than the arguments arn worth.

At present we incline to the opinion
that the Union controversy should remam
in abeyance until better times come round.
We have, in the meantime, all of us, plenty
to dv in the work of the Church. The
more effectively we work and the more
goud we do, the more anxious others will
be to unite with us. All parties in the
ckiurch have, we are sure, only one end in
view, and one interest at heart, however
much they may differin their way of shew-
ing this. The strengthening of our position,
and the increasing of our uscfulness, should
employ all our enwrgies. A noble field ot
labour lies open, in this province, to our
ministers and laymen ; would that we had
the right earnest zeal and spirit to go in
and occupy the Land, and so place the
Church in the position which 1t should
long ere this, have attained.

We have received a letter from our
correspondent “ Geueva™ complaining in
good set terms of some remarks which we
telt it our duty to make in this jeurnal
regarding his able, and, in many respects.
useful, articles on the pusitivn and guvern-
ment of the Charch.

e says that our pen is dipped in gail.
This is a mistake. We use a patent wnting
fluid, into the manufacture of which, gal:
is not permitted to enter; hence that re-
markable fieedum from bitterness which is
su characteristic of all the articlesthat flow
from our editorial pen.

Speaking of the French mission and the
lack of the necessary cxertion on the part
of thuse members of the Committee who
reside in Montreal, he ioforms us that
he has kept in his own house, for a conside-
rable time, 2 young man diiven from house
and home on account of his conversion.
For this exercise of Christian hospitality
we very much commend “ Geneva;” ba:
he very uncharitably goes on to say that
he doubts if any of the Committee in Mou-
treal have dune as much. Now we realy
cannot tcll to what extent the hospiialiy
of the Committee has been extended to con-
vcrts ; moteover, we arc never hikely 1w
know, for to whatever cxtent this virtue
inay have been practised by them, we are
sure the knowledge of it will be confinc] te
themselves, instcad of being published
abroad.

“Genuva” severely remarks that our
observations, referring to the money valie oo
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Liis supposed congregational contributions, | and a serious responsibility rests on thuse
are unworthy of the editor of auy eccle- | ministers who refuse to give the people
siastical or other magazine haviug any pre- , such opportunities. Had the wealthy con-
tensions to respectability. This is too bad of | gregations, to which reference lhas bLeen
« Geneva”. It is clear that therc is a large | made, been allowed an opportunity, we are
quantity of gall in the ink into which he , convinced that a liberal collection from
dips his pen. He winds up his letter by | each would have been the resuit.

stating that the Presbyterian might do 8|  The Church isonly strong as a united
deal of good in various ways, but that . body: acting together. Without this cum-
there is little hope of this, while managed | bination it is weak and powerless. And
as at present. We fear that the only way to , besides, there is an end to all discipline if
please “ Geneva,” would be for him to under- , authority is sct at noughtin this way ; and
take the entire charge of this journal; in | the more able and distinguisbed the
which case, we have no doubt that he , ministers who act so are, the more evil
would not only astonish ourselves and our | will their example cause in the church.
readers, but also himself. In a postscript he | And again, how can we appeal for aid to
expresses pleasure at recciving the infur- ; our weak and struggling congregatious in
mation, which we were happy tv convey to | the country districts when our large and
him, as to the successful labours of the , wealthy onessetsuchanexample? Wehupe
Rev. Wm. Darrach of St. Maithew's church | that “ Geneva” will not lose sight of this
at Point St. Charles; and, in our opinion, , matter, and that he will not relax in his
this is the only portion of hisletter which | exertions until he getsit put torights. We
is written in good temper and in good | thank him for bringing this crying evil so
taste.

But there is one statement in the letter |
to which we wish to call attention. e |
says that thelarge and wealthy congrega- |
tions of Hamilton, Toronto, Kingston, St.
Andrew’s, in Montreal, and in Quebec, have i
given nothing to the French mission for
several years. Now if these cungregations
have refused to give to the Frenc%x mission, .
or to any other scheme which has been
adopted by the Synod, and for which an |
snnual enllection is enjoined—if theyhave in |
this way refused obedience to the Supreme ,
Court of the Church, the more shame to ;
them, say we. No want of ability can be ,
pleaded in these cases: it is a want of will. ,
The truth is, that there are in the church, ,
many ministers and congregations who act, ,
as if they were not Presbyterians at all, but
Independents or Congregatioralists.  They ;
manage their affairs just as they like, and |
this without caring auything for Presby-
tery or synod. This state of matters is .
little creditable to the church, and far less
sotothese ministers and congregations. It .
i« nnt creditable to the church that it “des
nnt take effective steps to make its awtho-
rity respected and its laws obeyed ; and it .
is still less creditableto those ministers and |
congregalions that they systematically re- .
fuse to obey the injunciion of the Supreme |
Court of the Church. ;

No minister can compel a congregation .
to give & collection; but cvery minister, |
2s we view the matter, is bound to give his
Cangregation an opportunity of contribut. |
mgz much or little, as they may be disposcd;

promingntly before us ; and in consideration
of this, we are disposed to forgive him for
his angry and ill-natured remarks about
ourselves.

On Tuesday, the 10th of March last, His
Royal Highness, Albert-Edward, Prince of
Wales, and Princess Alexandra. eldest
daughter of Clristian, Prince of Denmars,
were joined together in the banns of
marriage. Attendant circumstances were
grandly auspicivus, National holiday was
Kept. The happy event was cclebrated
everywhere, throughout the Empire, with
unparalleled rejoicings.  The loyal senti-
ment of the British people, never so tho-
roughly identified as now with the fortuncs
of the Throne, cxpressed itself in the most

. jubilant demonstrations.

We take the first opportunity of uniting
with our readers in the universal acclaim
of gladness and goodwill, by which the
occasion has been signalized. May the

, King of kings, who has sonotably favoured

our nation during the glorious reign of Vie-
toria, best of sovereigns, evermoregraciously
sanctify and bless the illustrious union of
love and virtue, which in His wise provi-
dence has been consummated! May the
cldest son of Albert the Good, find in his
heart an unceasing desire to emulate the dis-
tinguished qualitics of his noble father! May
the wife of his youth expericnce every tem-
poral and spiritual blessing throughout all
the days and years of a long and loving alli-
ance! May the strong bright hopes, which
inspirc and sustain thenation’s heart, never
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be disappointed ! And when at length the
Divine purposes, by which the earthly carcer
of the Royal Pair is set, are all fulfilled,
may it be theirs to wear for ever and ever
the crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, shall give unto all
them that love his appearing!

A meeting of the office bearers of the Lay
Association was held lately, and the prin-
cipal business before it was the manage-
ment and conducting of the Presbyterian.
A general desire was expressed to improve
the paper in every way and to make it more
effective as an organ of the Church. With
this view various plans have been proposed,
and a committee was appointed to consider
the subject.

In all probability a new system of
management will be adopted, which will
relieve the present publication committee
from the responsibility of carryingon the
journal; a change, which the gentlemen
now in charge of it have long been desi-
rous of bringing about.

This will be good news to those who
have opposed the course which this journal
has followed for some time past. We
greatly err, however, if they will be half so
happy under the change as we shall be
ourselves. Whatever is decided upon wiil
be done with the intention of making the
paper more valuable to our readers, and
more useful in every way; and from the
interest which was shewn at the meeting,
and which we were very mauch pleased to
observe, there is no danger of the paper
falling through from want of friends, will-
ling and able to work for it.

An essential element in congregational
prosperiiy is the cfficient management of
its temporal concerns, and as a means to
that cnd we deem the distribution of a
printed annual report among the members,
to be of the very greatest importance. We
have had the pleasure ol perusing several
of these of late, and of noticing the proofs
they atford of continued care and success.
We strongly recommend the plan for genc-
ral adoption, believing that the best results
both corrective and stimulative, will fol-
low in cvery case in whith itis judici-
ously tried. A common complant on
the part of officebearers is the lack of in-
terest shown by the bulk of the people in

- the affairs of their congregation. It ought
to be considered that the interest taken in
any 1oatter must depend upon the know-
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ledge which is possessed of it; and we be-
lieve it to be the part of a du‘iful as well
as of a wise cunsideration to demolish the
numberless cxcuses and evasions of the
listless, by placing in their hands in & plain
intelligible form, such information as will
compel them to see, at a glance, how mat-
ters stand,

Thelatest report we have perused is that
of the congregation of Buauharnois. It
must be a great satisfaction to the mana-
gers who give it, to report so much that is
indizative of progress, and to the people
who receive it, to know that their afiars
are so carefully attended to. It contains a
detailed statement of the income from pew
rents and subscriptions, the session and
manse accounts, and a report from the Sab-
bath school superintendent. There is an
increase of twenty in the number of sit-
tings let, and the total amount realized for
church purposes, during the past year, is
close upon $1000 compared with a little
over $300, during the previous year. The
congregation have expelled from their bor-
ders the troublesome apparition called Ar-
rears, of whose terrible doings in other
quarters many sad tales are told, and hav-
ing kept hiim at a respectable distance for
two years, we hope that henceforth he will
never be allowed to show hjs ugly face in
their company.

——— e eme - e ——— —

We have perused with much interes:
the Thirteen'h Aunual Report of the Kings-
ton Sabbath Reformatiérr Socicty. The
object of the Institution, namely, the abo-
lition of all labour which does not legit-
imately come under the bead of works of
necessity and mercy, is of the utmost con-
sequence to the well-being of our country :
and the carnest, persistent spirit with
which the association is animated, is truly
admirable. The Sabbath is cvery man’s
inalienable right, and it is a high-handed
act of daring spoliation which deprives any
one of its enjoyment. Qur common hu-
manity pleads for its fraternal prescrvation
and legal protection. Pity it is that the
Kingston Society should be left to stand so
much alone in this matter. Were the coun-
try truly alive to the vast interests involi-
cd in the due observance of God’s bolr
day, short work would be made of the pub-
lic desecration of it. All classes of the em-
ployed are especially concerned ; let them
cverywhere arise in their might and de-
mand of the government a law to secure tv
them the full enjoyment of the day of resi
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We lLeg to call the attention of Presby-
teries to an important discrepancy between
the Interim Act anent the calling and set-
tling of ministers and the Synod’s Model
Coustitution (1847),in regard to the parties

who have the right to call—the former
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meeting at Arnprior. The union which has
been consummated there is what we should
rejuice to see in every village in Canada.
The people of Arnprior have shewu us an

; example which ought to be followed in

(sec. vii.) declaring “r elders and male
heads of families, and the latter (sec. vi.) .

for male communicants of three months’
standing. There is an obvious ditference,

many places.

A most interesting and instructive article

- upon the Kingston Studems’ Missionary

and the two acts ougl.t to be reconciled— .

the latter being made to agree with the
former. An important condition of ad-

mission to the status of a congregation :
namely the numbering of forty fumilies, is |

not included in the requirements of the .

Interim Act. We are disposed to think

this act susceptible of much improvement, .
N < * .
+enlarging and improving the journal, as

The reviewers are busy with the answers
which the press continues to pour forth
at the work of Bishop Colenso. Ourreaders
who get Good Words—a periodical now
so well known and establisheld that we
scarcely think of recommending it—will
know how to appreciate the following refer-
encein The Work of the Christian Church

to its demeanour in the fray :— More ef-

fective than any reply publiched is a series
of pavers appearing in Good Words. They
are slightly wanting in feeling, at times,
perhaps bordering upon coarseness,but asa
retort, ~ingularly vicorous and crushing :
so <kilful and aptly keen, 20 instinet with

the sense and command of power, that only -

-an additional half nuwmber.

one wan in Evgland could have written

them.”

In another part of this number will be

fourd an interesting account of a social
o

Association of Queen’s college has been
received. Our space for this issue has
already been filled up, but this article shall
receive our early attention.

Finding an accumulation of interesting
matter on hand, and being desirous to
carry out our promisg to our readers, of

much as circumstances would permit us
to do, so as to give them full value for
their subscriptions, we add to this issue
By doing
this, we are cnabled to clear the way so
far, for those who may succeed us in the
management of the Presbyterian.

We have received a copy of a statement
drawn up at the request of the Board of
Trustees of Queen’s College, in defence of

- the plan of University Reform proposed

by the Senate of the University of Toronto,
but we have no room to notice it in our
present number.

We are sorry that we have not room in
our present number for a very interesting
article on the Kingston Botanic Garden.
It may appear in our next.

Fiterary

oy i°
otrees.

e

Taz Two Brivvess; or, The Conclusion of

the Matter : By the Revd. William Snod-
erass, Minister of St. Paul’s Church,
Montreal.  Johu Lovell, Montreal.

This is an exposition of the conciuding
verses of Christ’'s Sermon on the Mount.
The contrast Letween the wisdom of the
wise builder and the folly of the foolish
ore is clearly exhibited, in varions interest-
ing particulars well cateulated, not only to
atiract the atuntion, but also w couvince
the undeistanding and leave = lasting im-
pression upon the heart.  There is no dis-

|

cassion of abstruse points, but, as is the -

: subject, s0 is the exposition—thoroughiy

practical. The great lesson to be taught
shines through all the illustrations with
persuasive force; and we are of opinion
that, after its perusal, the reader will know
more of his own character, and may thus
be “ led to some serious thought about the
allimportant work of spiritual edifica-
tion” We commend the senon to the
attention of our readers. Y.

NARRATIVE oF THE Work oF THE CHnis-
T1ay Cuercu at Iome axp Aproap.
Dawson Brothers, Montreal.

This monihly takes the place of the
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News of the Churches which had by its
Jast nutber reached its Tenth volume.
The spuit of the New is that of the Old;
but wany iinprovements in form and con-
tents, and considerable enlargement, with-
out increase of price, are introduced. The
object is to show “ how much is doing in
all paris of the world to spread our blessed
religioa It is a most varied and reliable
medium of missionary intelligence, admir-
ably suited to the general Christian reader,
but especially useful to Ministers and others
in the conducting of mistionary meetings.
The present is a seasonable time for order-
ing the new series.

THE LATE REV. JOHX MACHAR,D.D,, OF
KIN@STON.

1o addition to the notices, which were pub-
tished in our number for March, of this worthy
divine. we have received a pamphlet entitled,
it A Pastor's last Words to his People,” and
containing First, a letter from Mrs Mackar to
the’ congregation of St. Andrew's Church,
Kingston, giving to them several interesting
statements regarding Dr. Machar's illness and
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the sentiments to which he gave utterance in
the near prospect of death; Second, Dr. Mac-
har’s exhortation to - atending Communicants
on Saturday 18th O :tober, 1862; Third, his
address to Commun.cants on Sabbath, Oc-
wber 19th, 1862; aud Fourth, his address to
communicants after communicating on the
same solemu occasion, being as we understand,
the last opportunity which he had of address-
ing his people from the pulpit.

In reading over these reminiscences of our
departed friend, we almost were led to believe
that we saw him, with his venerable appear-
ance and earnest persuasive manner speaking
to his congregation. There runs all through
this pamphlet a vein of sincere, heart-felt
piety, an unfeigned humility, and a strongand
hopeful trusting in the Redeemer. We do
mourn very much over the loss which the
Church has sustained in this good man's death.
He was not only a pious and faithful minister;
he was & scholar and a gentleman. There are
few men whom we could soill afford to lose at
the present time—there are fewer still who can
leave behind so spotless a memory, and in the
hearts of his people so grateful a remembrance
of a long, active, and useful life. *

@he Chueeh m Ganada,

MISSIONARY MEETINGS—PRESBYTERY
OF MONYREAL.

During the past winter the Presbytery of
Montreal has held a series of missivnary meet-
ings 10 the charges withia its buunds. Asan
cxperiment they were quitesuccessful ; and this
1esult, we expect, will induce 2 repetition of
them in following years. Almost everywhere
the attendance was large, in some instances
the Chwrch was filled, and o fine delightful |
spirit was shown by the people. '

The object of these mectings was twofold— |
first, to afford the pcople an opportunity of |
meeting together to receive intelligence on the
subject of missions; and, second, to ascertain
the practicability of instituting a Home Mission
Scheme for the extension of the Presbytery.

|

In order to make the proccedings as varied, |
orderly, and cdifying as possible, & printed !
programmne was prepared, in which, by pre-
vious arrangement, subjects of address were as- |
signed to certnin speakers.  This expedient was
found to be of considerable advantage, in sim- |
plifsing the labours of the Committee and in |
giving character to the meetings.

AMost of the meetings were held in the even-
ing, and much might be said in favour of this
arrangement.  The work of the day over, the
long winter evening affords plenty of time for
a rural population to turn out, provided the
travelling be good and the weather favour-

1

able, and thers is a part of the winter whes
both are usually depended upon in this coun-
try. In such circumstances & missionary meet-
ing secms to be quite an opportune and profit-
able cvent—an event which a church-going
people appear to be glad to number among
their winter enjoyments.

As it happened, the rogds and weather were
propitious and the people scemed to take a resa!
pleasure in attending. As for the ministers,
on whom the speaking chiefly devolved, the
reunions occasioned by the meetings must have
refreshed their spirits ; and the evidences they
witnessed of & popular sentiment in favour of
their cause, must have filled their hearts with
cncouragement. It is our firm belief that.
while a Presbytery which goes down amongst

i its congregations, affectionately and judiciously

secking their edifica*ion and sympathy, is barels
doing its duty ; it is by such means materially

; strengthening its position and increasing iis

influeace for good. We are aware that in other
Presbyteries s‘milar meetings are held, and we
would only be too glad to have a brief notice
of them now and again.

Qperations in respect of money-gathering

' were confined to a collectionat the end of cach

mecting, and in some instances that was liberai
beyond expectation. The total amount reaches
$114, which we doubt not is but & small tokea
of the richness of future gleanings.
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THE MONTREAL SABBATH SCHOOL AS-
SOCIATIUN OF THE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OFf CANADA IN CONNECTION
WITH THE COAURCH OF SCOTLAND.

The anrual meeting of this association was
held on the 23rd March in the basement of
St. Andrew’s Church, the President, Alexander
Morris, Esq., M.P.P. in the chair. The meet-
ing having been opened with prayer, a few re-
marks were made by the chairman, who called
upon thesecretary to read the annualreport. The
first matter of importance noticed was the ces-
sicn of the St. Joseph Street Schoo: to the Cana-
da Presbyterian denomination, who had with
zeal and energy erected aChurch in the district.
This school was opened in Nov., 1858, and its
establishment was one of the first acts of the
association. When the Canada Presbyterian
Church was commenced, the teachers feltit to
be their duty to do everything to encourage the
work, and intimated to the sister association
that as soon &s they were in a position to take
the scheol it would be placed under their care.
This arrangement was effecied on the 18th
January last.

A numerica' statement contained in the
report shewed that, on the 25th of January
last,—

In St. Andrew’s school there were tweaty-
seven teachers and 226 scholars ; in St. Paul’s,
18 teachers and 108 scholars ; in St. Matthew's,
21 teachers aad 17! scholars, and in St. Joseph
Street School, 16 teachers and 135 scholars—
Totel, 82 teachers and 640 scholars. Regular
quarterly meetings have been held.

The weekly preparation meeting had given
place to a monthly devotional one. In con-
nection with the Sabbath-school Association of
the Canada Presbyterian Church, the scheme
of the Edinburgh Sabbath Schoul union had
been reprinted for use in the school. The
scarcity of teachers was> noticed. In connee-
tirn  with St Andrew’s schuul a week
dey Bible cluss hal been cummenced, cun-
ducted by the Rev. W. M. Inglis, M.A., and a
Yibrary has been purchased for the use of the
teachers. It was rcported on behalf of St
Paul's School that a former scholar had
sent & donation of 329 to improve the
scholars’ library, and that five scholars who
had left the school had joined the Rev. W. Snod-
grass’ Bible class.

A missionary meeting of teachersand scholars
was held in March in St. Matthew’s school.
Addresses were delivered on missions to Persia,
Labrader and Madagascar by three of the teach-
chers, and a colleciion of $2.00 was taken up,
Encouraging rejorts from Sealcote missions,
to which the school contributes annually, had

!
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President,
ALEX. Mornis, Egq., M.P.P.
Vice Presidenls :
T.?A. Gissox, W. C. MExzIES.
Secretartes :
J. L. Monms, Davip_Frassr.
Treasurer,
Jonx TenrsneiL.
Comumittee :

The office bearers and Ministers connected
with the Church in the city, superintendents of
schouls, and a representative appointed by each
school.

SOCIAL MEETING IN ARNPRIOR.

In Arnprior on the evening of 4th March a
social meeting was held. The attendance was
large and the utmost harmony prevailed. On
the platform were the Rev. Mr. Wardrype of
Bristol, the Rev. Mr. Borthwick of Chelsea. the
Pastur of the congregativn aud resident w.nis-
ter of the place.

Such reunions are profitable. Whatever brings
together Chiristiang, who differing in non-essen-
tials yet hold the Head Christ Jesus, tends to
an enlarged Christian cbarity which i (Larac-
teristic of the gospel. It is good fur those
who arc to form the one church above some-
times to mect together as one below.

Sume years ago a church was buil: by the
United Presbyterinns of Arnprior, ard for a
time they had a settled pastor. Those belong-
ing to the church in connection with the
Church of Scotland were the more numerous
body, but their U. P. brethren took the lead.
On the settlement of the present minister of the
church in connection with the Church of Scot-
land in Arnprivr the state of things was most
unseemly : a small body of Presbjterians wor-
shipping in & large church, and snothier much
more nnmerovus budy of Presbyterians, without
a church, worshipping in the Town Hau, Ttis
secmed to the wceaker party unchristian, and
they made proposals to join our thin chu:ch to
the other congregation. This was effected in
the most amicable manner and the two congre-
gations are now onc. The whole matter wag
accomplished so as to lead tu the Kindest feel-
ings in all concerned.

On the church, which thus becomes tie pro-
perty of the congregation in connectivn with

" the Church of Scotland, there was a debt of

about £130. The svirce was got up L. tie
now united congregation to aid in the (yuida~
tion of this debt. We are happy to state that
nearly enough is already cither raised or sub-

. seribed_to pay off this debt.

led to a considerable increase in the weekly !
* terianism if the spirit which animated the two

collsctions.

The adoption of the report was moved by
John L. Morris, Esq., scconded by the Rev. W,
Darrach of St. Matthew’s Church; after which
addresses were delivered by the Rev. W. Snod-
grass, and Rev, W, M. Inglis.

The following gentlemen were elected office
bearers for 1863~G4.

Honorary Presidents :
Rev. A, Marmiesow, D.D., Rev. W. Sxoncrass:

It would be weil for our common Preshy-

congregations in Arnprior were more prevalent,
In lace of uncharitable rivalling in jlaces
where both are unable adequately to maintain
a minister, let Prosbyterians unite.  Instend of
striving against each other, let Presbyierians
cultivate those things which tend t~ neace and
unity, and act as one in the opposition of crror.
A great work is committed to the Presbyterian
churches in Canada ; let them not strive against
but aid cacn other; and in parts where the one
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body i3 toc weak to maintain ordinances let - Ministers of the Synod’s Roll on the first of

them unite.
heritage of truth which our fathers so dearly
purchased for us ; and in this land look on all

Let us as Presbyteriang prize the
Y I )

I
|

who hold essentially the same truth asbrethren.

The best way to bring about a union between
the two Presbyterian bodies in Canada is for
the ministerz and members of these churches in

the various congregations to cultivate a spirit

of unity.

% Behold how good and how plessant it is
for brethren to dweil together in unity.”
itis “ as the dew of Hermon, and as the dew
that descended unon the mountains of Zion for
there the Lord comimanded the blessing even
life for evermore.”

The followicg two circulars have been ad-

Truly |

i

dressed to the Ministers of the Church by the

Committee of the Temporalities Board.

Rev. axp Dear Sig,—I beg again very re-
spectfully to call your attention to my Circu-

lar of the 10th November last. Although your |

congregation was not at that time prepared
to enter into or to contribute to the scheme

therein proy.osed, the committee of the Tem-

poralities Board cannot doubt your approbation
of the object of that scheme, contemplating as
it does, both the necessitics of the Ministers,
and the increase of the Church ; and they
entreat that you will again submit it to your
congregation, and do what in you lies to call
forth their generosity in its behalf.  The mea-
sure of succe3s which attended the exertions
of the Committee last half year, encourages

them to expect still more this : and they con-

fidently hope that the number of congregations
adopting the scheme will be increased,—and
at least, that the order of the Synod for a
collection in aid of the Contingent Fund, will,

before the Ist May, be in cvery case obeyed, -

and the proceeds transmitted. Let it be re-
membered that the regular payment of twenty-
seven Ministers depends very miuch on the
zeal and promptitude with which this call is
responded to by their brethren, and let each

do, as in similar circumstances he would be

done by.

1 may mention that wheu the scheme is ac- -

cepted, authority from the Ministers to deduct
the sum given from the Minister's allowance,

will save much trouble in the transmission of .

money, and is so fur desirable; but that should
be given only, when the Minister has already
received the money, or is quite certain of re-
ceiving it.

The Committee respectfully request the
favor of an answer to this communication,

I am,
Rev and Dear Sir,
Your most obdt. servt.,
JOHN COOK.
Quebcee, 17th March, 1863.

Rev. axp DeAR Sta,—You are aware by this
time that the scheme proposed in my Gircular
of the 15th November, has proved so far suc-
cessful, that the Temporalitics Board was en-
abled to make the usual allowance to all the

January. Tt is now the duty of the Committee
of the Board to make provision, if possible, for
the July puyment; and with a view to this, 1
am instructed to eanquire of you, as one under-
stood to be favourable to the scheme :—

Ist. Whether you have taken or are taking
steps to organize some weans for the regular
half-yearly paymenis, on the 1st May and the
1st November, of Twenty-five dollars; suchasa
weekly coilection of One Dollar—a subscrip-
tion expressty for the purpose—the formation of
a Church Society, or one or more collections,
especially at Cowmmunion seasons ?

2nd. Whether the payment of $25 may be
calcuiated on, on or before the first May.

3rd. Whether if you are one of those who
allowed a deduction of $25 from your own al-
lowance, you have been repaid this sum by
your congregation? If not, whether you have
good reason to believe you will?

It is to be observed that while the plan of
deduction allowed by the Minister saves much
trouble, and is most convenient to the Board, it
is not expedient that it should be adopted,
when, as may sometimes happen, a burden is
thus thrown exclusively or chietly on  the Min-
ster, in conscquence of the congregation failing
or being slow 10 make up the sumi required to
repay his advance.  What is siways most de-
sirable, is fur a Minister to say “I have received
the s:uum, and vou may therefore deduct.”

It is matter of thankfulness, that a scheme so
necessary for the comfurt of Ministers, and the
extension of the Church has been received fa-
vourably, in so many congregations. The Com-
mitte trast that their next Report to the Board
will include as actively uiding, if not all, yeta
great majority of those, wheh have on this occas-
ion stood aloof] and that the united contributions
of all will render unuecessary any unusual ex-
ertion on the part of some. At the same time
it is manifestly reasonable thgt large and weal-
thy congregations. whether in the city or in the
country, should come forward with gpecial 1i-
berality, and should not ihink themselves exon-
erated from further obligation to this scheme,
by the simple payment of u sum expected
from all

I am,
Reverend and Dear Sir,
Your obdt. servt.,
JOHN COOK.
Quebec, 17th March, 1883.

To the Editor of the Presbylerian :

Mr. Epttor,—It will, I am sure, be satisfac-
tory to your readers to know that such answers
as I bhave received to the above letters, are al-
most universally tavourable. Incases, in which
the minister allowed a deduction of $25, the
sum has been repaid by the congregations, and
arrangements have been made for future pasy-
monts.  If the answers received may be taken
a3 a fair sample of what are yet to come, the
proposed plan for adding to the funds of the
Temporalities Board may be expected to work
well.
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Allow me to take this opportunity of stating
—what I presume one of my correspondents
thinks should have beea stated before,—that
the $800 given by the congregation of St. An-
drew's Church, Quebec, towards the January
payment of ministers, was taken from the sub-
scriptiong to the Home Mission Fund, the sub-
scribers bhaving expressed their willinguaess,
that so much of their subscription shonld be so
applied. It was not therefore a new and inde-
pendent contribution—like that of St. Paul’s
Church, ontreal, for example. I bslieve all
the members of the Board knew this very well;
aed as $800 collections are not common in the
Church, and as permission was given in the
Committee’s circular to take from the Home
Mission subscription, where parties were
willing, I believe it was generally understood.
At all events it will be understood now. In-
stead of desiring to have their church offerings
acknowledged twire, I do honestly believe of
my people, that they are quite indifferent
whether they be acknowledged at all—so that
they reach their destination. They have con-
tributed often and liberally during the last
twenty-seven years. I never in any instance
saw a desire to have their contributions pub-
li:ued to the world. Ostentation of liberality
is certainly not their vice. Tha! testimony I
can bear them.

I am,
Mr. Editor,
Your obedient servant,
JOHN COOK.
Quebec, 7th April; 1863.

COMMISSION OF SYNOD.

The Commission of Synod met by appoint-
ment ¢f Synod in St. Andrew's Church, To-
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ronto, on the 18th of February last; Dr. Bar-
clay, Moderator, and Rev. J. H. Mackerras,
Clerk. There were present twelve ministers
and one elder.

A petition from the Congregation of Clin-
guacuusy, Presbytery of Toron.o, tu the Culo-
uiai Committee of the Chureh of Scotland, for
a grant in aid of their new church, was approv-
ed of for transmission and its object recom-
mended.

A petition from Mr. D. Turner of Saltfleet,
praying for relief from pecuniary obligations
in connection with the support of ordinances,
was ordered to be returned to the petitivner
with information that the Presbytery of the
bounds is the proper court to apply to in the
first instance.

There being no other business, the meeting
was closed with prayer.

UNIVERSITY OF QUEEN'S COLLEGE.
FACCLTY OF MEDICINE,

A meetingof the University Convocation was
held on the 26th March last. The Convocation
Hall was literally packed with ladies and gen-
tlemen. The Dean of the Faculty of Medicine,
John R. Dickson, M.D., announced the names
of fourteen gentlemen who had passed their
primary cxaminations, and twenty-four received
the degree of Doctor of Medicine. A report
of the Principal's valedictory address to the
graduates will be found in other columns.

DEATH OF THE REV. PETER FERGUSON,

After a long and painful illoess of more thal
a year the Rev. Peter Ferguson died at his
residence in Esquesing, on Tuesday afternoon
the 17th February at the age of 66 years, much
esteemed and beloved by all who enjoyed the
privilege of his ministry and deeply regretted
by his numerous friends and acquaintances.

He was in the active discharge of his duties
in Milton and Esquesing for 26 years. In 1857
he was obliged to retire on account of ill
health. He hasleft a widow and three sons
and a daughter to mourn his loss.

A WELCOME.

BY ALFRED TENNYSON.

Sea-king’s danghte: from over the sen;
Alexandra!
Saxon and Norman and Dane are we,
But all of us Danes in our welcome of thee,
Alexandra!
Welcome ber, thunders of fort and of ficet !
Welcome her, thundering cheer of the street!
Welcome ber, all things vouthful and sweet,
Scatter the blossom under her feet?
Break, happy land, into earlier flowers!
Make music, O bird, in the new budded bowers !
Welcome her, welcome her, all that is ours!
Warble, O bugle, and trumppet, blare !
Flags, flutter out upon tu:rets and towers!
Flames, on the windy headland flare !

i Ctter your jubilee, steeple and spire!

Clash, ye bells, in the merry March air!

Flash, ye cities in rivers of fire!

Welcome her, welcome the land's desire,
Alexandra

Sea-king's daughter as happy as fair,

Blissful bride of a blissful heir,

Bride of the heir of the kings of the sea,

l O joy tothe people and joy to the throne,

Come to us, love us and make us your own :

For Saxon, or Dane, or Norman we,

Teuton or Celt, or whatever we be,

We arc each all Dane in our welcome of thee,
Alexandra!
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Communtcations.

s

To tke Edilor of the Presbylerian.

Sir,~It has been said that it remained with
the other party to make the first advance if they
desired & union, and if s union were desirable.
But granting that it were their duty toindicate
a wish for it, before our church said or did
anything on the subject, it would bea cruel
refinement of etiquette, savouring more of the
world than of the gospel, to reject a thing in
itself acknowledged to be good, because of the
absence of adven:itious formality merely. There
is no carpestness—that i3 no reality—in that
man’s soul who t-ifles with great matters ; and
it is surely trifling for 2 man to say, yes, this
talked of union woi Id be a good thing, but then
we should not be the first to move for il: it is
for those who committed the offence of divuding
the church, to come back to us and apologize for
therr misconduct. Surely no really carnest man,
one who loves truth rather than the forms of
polilesse, would =allow this objection, to the
attainment of ‘what is ip itseif o desirable end,
to bave any weight with him. And in putting
the case thus we fake for granted, both that
from our stand-point union is desirable (the
deliverance of the Synod at Quebee says so,)
and that the laws of courtesy auwd right
demand  that overtures anent union should
ecmanate from the Canada Presbyterian church. |

A favourite-way of stating what propriety
requires in the other party is that, like the pro-
digal in the paradle they should come back and |
say, * peccart,”—I bave sinned.  But this is no !
argument : it is rather an illustration, and we |
apprehend that as an illustration it is far from !
suitabie to the case; or rather, thatrightly in- |
terpreted, it teaches the very opposite of what i
writers against union wish 1o bring out of it. !
The parables of the lost sheep, and of the lost
picce of money along with this ane, formed !
Christ's apology for his familiarity with, and his |
kind bearing towards, the parishs of Society— !
that friendly interest in them which cansed the ‘
Scribes and Pharisecs to murmur, saying, ¥ this
maan receiveth sinners and cateth with then.”
Viewed in connection with the context, the
great central tath of this parable is,—admit-
¢d that the publicans and harlots were really !
as bad as the Scribes and Pharisces described
them, this rendered it the more necessary that
He should care for them, as His mission was
# not to call the righteous but sianers to
repentance.” The most important fealure of

the parable then, is not the coming back of the
spendthrift son, but the feelings with which the
father received him, aud the treatment which
wag given him. The generous forgiveness of
the father, sund the joy which be felt inreceiving
hisabandoned son back to his bosom, awakened
Jjealousy in the breast of the son who had all
through remained dutiful; but the father's
answer, in which the main drift of the parable
is expressed, was * It was meet that we should
make merry and be glad ; for this thy brother
was dead, and is alive again; bhe was lost and
is found.” 1t i3 therefore miserable exegesis
which would make this teach that the late Free
Church party should come, and on their knees
ask pardon for their past offences, whilst the
parent church should sit hard-hearted and in-
exorable to receive the confession—not moving
a step toward reconciliation. It is true, the
penitence of the son and his resolution to
return to his father is an important feature in
the parable; but it is only subordinate to the
readiness of his father to reccive him. * But
when he was vet & great way off, his father
saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and
fell on his neck and kissed him.? Even taking
for granted that the Free church party may be
rightly compared to the prodigal son (which
we deny—there is no resemblance between the
two cases except the fact of thoir going away
from the father: but surcly they [did nol fake
the portion of goods belonging to them, or spend
these in riotous living, cortainly & moze impor-
tant consideration than the mere going from 2
father's house, which in itself might not be
wrong) the fact of their now desiring a recon-
ciliation with their mother church ought to I
sufficient proof that they regret the uscless step
taken by themat the disruption ; and whilether
are yet far off, the parable cited in this discus-
sion enjoins upon us to go and meet them ané
cmbrace them.

Not anly this pamable, but the whole teaching
and tenor of the gospel, require us to extend
fargivencssand seck reconcilistionceven towards
those who have injured us. It is contrary to
all the Iaws of moral philosophy to cxpect to
improve a man by telling him his faults in an
angry and censorious spitit.  This will never
bring n man to his knces; but the exhibition
~f geaerosity and forgiving love will do so.
The true philosophy, as well as thetwe religion,
isin the apostolic injunction , © Dearly beloved,
avenge not yourselves, but mather give place
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unto wrath : for it is written, ¢ vengeance is
mine; 1 will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore
if thine enemy hunger, feed him ; if he thirst,
give him drink : for in so doing thou shalt heap
coalsof fireonhis head. Be not overcome of evil,
but overcome evil with good.” It savours, there-
fore, more of that world, ¢ which is camity
with God,” than of the gospel, to stand up in
an offended attititde and demand that as e
preliminary to any intercourse, they should
apologize for their error.

Besides, nothing would contribute more to
the glory and dignity of our church than that
she take the initiative in this matter. Even
taking our opponents’ view of the superlative
elevation of our church in comparison with the
other chureh, we could well afford to stoop to
patronize them. It would be & beautiful mani-
festation of paternal generosity and magna-
nimity, worthy of the offshoot in this land of
that church which is in Europe the ripest fruit
of the reformation—that church which recksnot
of worldly maxims, but takes all her principles
from the word of the living God. It would be
a pity if she should be robbed of the honour and
prestige which history will accord to the first
and main instrumentality in accomplishing
Presbyterian union in British North Americs.

It is well known how anti-unionists put the
question : Shall we go as humble suitors and
kaock at the door of the Canada Presbyterian

" Church and entreat them to let us in? This is
the way in which the matter is presented,
appealing to jealousy nnd pride. But this isa
nerverting of the real proposition. We do not
ask to be incorporated with them, nor do we
ask them to be incorporated with us ; butmeet-
ing midway, that weand they shall form a now
Church on the basis of the Westminster Confes-
sion and the Catechisms, with a new appella-
tion. Weare not to measure how far we are to
go to meet them, or how far Ziey must come to
meet us—if we are to be thus arithmetically
Cxact, of course there can be no union—there
can be no union without heart.  The father and
sonin the parable did not mensure the distaace
which they had each to run , but getting within
sight of cach other, they hastened to meet; their
progress being proportioned to the love awa-
kened in their hearts, and we have no doubt
bat the father ran the fastest.

The other party has certainly displayed great
prudeace by preserving silence at the present
siage of the progress of the Union question.
Yet weshould like to know how the propositions
mede in these letters wonld bo received by
them. At the only meeting of representatives
of the then f47ee churches, held at Toronto,
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thero was the greatest cordiality in reference
to the proposed Union. The only difference of
opirion was in regard to details, and the dis-
cussion of these was carricd on almost entirely
betwixt the representatives of the Free Church
and U. P. Church, now resolved into the #Cana-
da Presbyterian Church,” as they seemed to
diverge more widely from one another, than
our representdtives did frem cither of them.
The deputation from our Syned to their Synod
was also enthusiastically received ; and on all
hands they manifested an evidently strong
desire thatthe proposed union shoald beaccom-
plished. It is perhaps wise that their Synod of
late has given forth no opinion on the questior,
which is in the meantime sleeping, as any
deliverance of theirs might only tend to widen
the breach ; but so far as the writer’s acquain-
tance with the clergy of theother church gocs,
the anomalous attitude assumed by our church
at Qucbec, in retreating from the position
taken almost unanimously the previous year,
awakencd not oniy surprise but profound regret
in them. Yet they bhave never resenied this
recalcitrant movement~—not a word of reproach
was uttered regarding it, and in this they have
exhibited much greater dignity than cur church
has done in the treatment of the question.
This indicutes that they are prepared to
exercise forbearance for the sake of Union ;
for certainly there was a time not very long
ago when such a discussion, as took place in
our Synod at Quebee, would have catled forth
a somevwhat virulent response from at least the
Free church element in the other Synod.
Another objection urged, is that any uzion
composed of such helcrogencous clements ag
the proposed one, would be more nominal than
real—would be likely speedily to result ia new
disruptions. 1We¢ admit that there is consider-
able force in this objection, but it is not unan-
swerable. The grand subject of religion is be-
coming more and more an individaal con-
cern: it is in religion every man for himself,
and he is responsible to God only for his reli-
gious vicews, feelings, and actions. This view
of religion is by degrecs gaining the ascendan-
¢y throughout the different branches of the
Christian Church. It was for many ages past
the great question, “ to what charch do Foz
belong 7"— what is your creed 7™ and if you
were found on the side of orthodoxy, the ques-
tion was pushed no further. IR is now very
properly more, ¥ ate you on the side of Christ?”
—#do you Yove Him 7™—"do you hang your
destinies upon Him 7°—*do you serve Him T
The mereattachment to formalasand organiza-
tions, however valaable in their place, goes for
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nothing in comparison of the proofs of disci-
pleship shown in a godly life and conversa-
tion. This tendency is who'esome in its pro-
per measure, 85 giving no fictitious value to
the outtvard profession: and tkis tendencs must

]
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. has been allotted n3 to dwell.

be the real foundsation of a union betwixt us |,

and the other Presbyterians. So loag as the .

cBarches remain satisSed with shadows rather
thaa with the substance, soloag will they stand
apart with a paper partitionof doctrineand dis-
cipline separating them.  The most substantial
union after =1l i3 not of those who hold pre-
cisely the same opinioas, bat those who cherish
the same affrctiozs, and exhidit in their actions
the same love to Christ. There is nothing
which more directly tends to divest of all ua-
real imporisace the distinctions which oblain
betweea diderent sects than the chesishing2ad

=itk Ghrist, and so mombers »2¢c of azolier.
Differently coastita od, 2ad their minds being
diffeseally cdocaled, they will interpret the
same counwls of thrir Leord #ith some slight
difereace of delsil; bat they =il look to the
szme Nible, and believe in the same Savioar,
aad pmav 0 the same Father. Aad whea
Chiristizns agree in their practice, loving the
Lord Jeszs Christ and walking in His wars.
and whea their belief ia all the fundamental
doctrines of the Bdle is the same, a5 it is with
all the Preshrtesians ia this coualrs, thene
shoxld be atlowance made for individzalily of

" ticls, and forbearcace in circumsterlicls,

. upion.
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thers and hase no rational existence amongst
ourselves, we shonld not seck to perpetuate
them—we should calmly consider what wil
make for the good of the couatry in which 12
If traditionat
pride and seli-conceit were kept n abevance
there could be no difficulty about union. The
diereaces betweea us 2re all imported ones—
noac of them have sprauag up in the soil and
ther do not lawfully belong to it.

The only troe principle, therefore, oa whica
uzion could stand woald be agreenent in essen-
Anc
this we might casily have in the proposed
There 15 =5 great divessity of opinioa

~ on matters of administration amongs! ministers
" of ozt Charch already as there could well be
" —two leading members of our Syaod coald bt
enforciag the idea that after =i they anc one '

casily pointed out who kave bren very oftea

! - - -
, arTayed in aniagonismagainst cach other; bmt
. this can scareely be said to be adverse to the

prospesity of the Chareh, 253t is not adverse to
the coastitational good goverament of Great
Britain that there are in its working two coo-

. leading parties. \We donbt mach if the iatro-
. ductioa of the dditional new clemeat into the
" Charch wozld 2dd greatly to its heterogeneity.,
_ At all events, if the exlremes would be placed
_moTe widely apari. there wounld be 2 propor-
. tiozalely greater namber of- mecms—ihe latter

opinion on mallers of minor imporlance: to

which calegory ceriainiz beloag all the poitts
at issme bolmecn ©F and axd them.  Indeed
this 1adivideality of opinion ks alwars acce-
serifyexisied ia the Chareh- bat it importacce
a3 2 priaciple was never v entis recognined

proving a preserving and adbesive medivm
kolding the repelling clements togetber.

The grouad of opposition taken by those
who most strongly condema Unton is this—

how could wr acl cordscily §=1k thesr ko have

until e presenl genematicoa. We beliese that

there 21¢ Do w0 winistess of any ¢hsich deve-
loping independestiv their own views, whowill
agree as o the Deasising of overs text of
scripizre, bt diffenense of vhew does not keep
hem agart.  If w¢ can get sxznisity cp toa
certaia peiat, we peed look Hor it mo T
And we ssiasit, if even thane differenees which
moT sepamale © coxdd e osigimated, or at
Izast Bave mennted ©p lo so khizh importanae
i3 Casada o iz 2ar ollnt comalrs ia which
67 o el a5 Wieodelical spoceslations,
ey Co mol afrel the practical ad=inistnation
of the Clzred a5 ther do in Sootiand.
these goestiast, cozld %ot bave atisea ia Ca-
=ada. al least so =5 o diwspt the Chaned, we
Bare 20 tighi o saddie 23 comalry with e
iacsbas of Scoliand’s controTessics, ol e
fa3ing =25 contnadasd 2l ceclestasitenl dilfexte
Des wiied ame peesiiar to e land of oar fiae

[ ]
-l

if, Bxen

seid aad ere gy 30 Wurd cgaingt us? will
fdese wio would gledly sec ws eslingmished?
Hezre sometking is, bowerer, aken for granted,
nately, thatl they arte sccretly oST cRemdeR
plotting oxr destrnclion, whilst ther ozt
wandiy desive to be freemds. Dot itis oxly
mordid bezias and aacharnitadle bearts thar
éo so feel and acy, a5 well a5 thal affrm &y
of then , and it s probadle thal, of the f2w
who form so mash z jodgoaeal, wost wili, o
cratmiming  thes beartis Gnd that their opiaies
i3 formwd Spon kst omm feclings—Yeciings
of rancezs and katned, which ther fazcy an
recipocated b the members of Uz older
ck=s

Woscorer, 5 it likely tiatl the condialits
tegmsnite to form Bt Caton which the Qoedrs
asyeedment sars i depmrable, belwixt hxe:
a3 a8 will be goeater at any fatene tims thas
12 i at presest? Was it w0t the goopr waF
to iz sboct it desizable sinte of forlix
to keep 3p the corvesposdence with them.
iastezd of abioply termisatlisg it withes?
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any apology 2s said amendment did, upon the , persevered in, and not by secession.

ground not explained, * that a visible Tanion ,

15 evidently impracticable at present.”  The
wjaactvn following thit ¥ tc asvid unseemly
nwalry and cultivate a spirit of Christian
chaniy,” 1s something like that which a pru-
dent muther once gave to her chiidrea—* that
thes shousd not go near the water uatil they
bad first iearned to swim.” If union is de-
seble, 2nd if all that is nccessary to make
1t practicadle is the cxistence Jf greater cor-
d:aiity amongst the parties to i, the truly
rauonal way tsno! o gite them the *cold
shonlder,” bat to cnter immediately upon
segottations—the result of which woald be
1kat ail parties woald become more cordial
as ther came to know cach other betzer.

Of course there could be no cordiality
without an effort; butl every one who knows
e morkings of the human mind, kaows that
¢Jorts in that cirection are successfal. We
Eate beard men say that it wonld aot be
bonest for them to pretend to feelings which
ey did not cherish; but oar =nswer is, that
f sach s their idex of honesty, ther are not
beaest when ther do not bate God and offer
tmall the oppositiea in their poswer—ther
¢ zol honest when they mortify the flesh
with ais aflections and lasts, or when thes
=3 counles to their owan anclizalion, or ox-
ecise sclf-denial of any kind: and just as
sdigion Tegrives them to make effetts to
F=dce every high thoaght and bnag thar
whole natures ialo sudjectun to Chrisi. so
it tequives hat they pst forth as cffort to
love and Barmonize with their fellow-Chris-
tazs.  The very desire to be cordial, wozld
dxiag with it 2 large meassre of condiality.

We think this cvent, coald it be speedily
2w and brighler era for religion in this
o0zalty. It would be itsells token of enlarged
f2h and love—that the watchmen oa Zion's
Wy were resolved  ikat hemesforth  their
stesgth shoald ol be expended in wammiag
=2 25ainst one anoilks’s Toices, but against
i approaches of the common foe, the spinit

of daskness—Unt for the time comiag ¢ !

tephis were not to be s0 much exercised ia

<oald be the re-ashering iz of

52 ostwocks of the temple as iaits interior

cTmameatativon.  Andoace Uk came togetber,
Clristian chasity and fordeanance alone cosld
keep thes togetber.  The aet of oxnion wosld

Tequice o by accompeaid by the meatal  ther

Tesalve that we mzst kave no smore disTaplions
—all neferss  and impronemmenis mnst be
amived at by seutisg forth the trmth—tbat

r3th which is powesfel and will prevail whea
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This
would be the pruper use to make of the
revelativns of histors. No defeated minonty
writh:ng under discumfiture, must ever again
think of su uncunstitativnal a way of gainicg
their puint, as breaking loose frum all other
consdderations and obligations, to attain it by
making it the shibboleth of a party. The
vers fact of 2 union upun the liberal basis
of “agrecing to differ,” at least on the part
of thuse who at present staad in the position
of seceders, would imply a purpose or fesvlu-
tion of th:s \ind—a desire to forget that there
had cver been sach = way of getiing overa
felt difficaliy as an ccclesiastical rebellion.
A unioa based upun such a purpose would
surciy be a lasting oze.

But specuiations, however piausidle, are
aut half so valuabic as facty, and so we shall
close the present letter with a few fodls,
abont union. We do not =ait to observe ke
workiag of the union of Presbrterans in
Australia, in the Lower Prosiaeces, and in
Canzda, so {ar as it has vet taken place,
beezuse it has not been saficientis long tried
to warrant aay rcliable conclusions to be
draxa, although eversihiag sceas o be going
on ssmoothls—we wisk to call atteation 1o the
mast important Presbriesian Union which has
cver been cfected and to the resalts of said
Uaion.

Whea four depased miznisters, Ebenezer Ers-
Kiae, William Wilson, Alexander Mozcsiefl,and
James Fisher, with (%o other sympathising
brethren, met 2t Gaimey Rridge, oa the 5th
Dec., 1733, there arose a clocd no larges than
a man’s hazd, =hich, gradaaliy increasing, has
spacad over a great posticn of ke sky. No
one wosld likely have augared that the little
seed wozld have breome so mighly a tree.
The s2all yet beroic beaaé, to whom we must
give the enedit of acting in good faith, if not
=ik ealarged views, soon gathered strengtd,
aagd twelve years afterwands they felt themselves
imporiast enough to form themseives inio a
Ssaod.  Batintoxicated with radicalissm, and
the ssocess which atiended it, they now began
to think Il seeession was the graad remedy
for evesy trovdie, (mmuch the saswe spinit which ia
pelitics is now crealing sach bavoc in the

neighboasing co:alrr.)aad they were threatea-
od with & new secession. The grosnd oa which
they claimmed the sight to seoede from the mo-
ckareh is summed up by themsclves:
#The stfferaace of ervor; withoui adaguate
censsres, the infrisgement of the sights of the
Christiaa people ia the choice and settlement
of their minisiers, ondes e law of patrozage;
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the neglect or relaxation of discipline; the re-
straintof ministerial freedom in opposing mal.
administration; and tho refusal of the prevail-
ing party to be reclaimed.” But once the
seceding ministers were placed beyond re”
straint, and got room to cast their armsaround
them they began to see other grievances and
troubles—indeed they bave continued 1o find
new light even to the present day. The first
great question which occupied them in their
present position was the propriety of allowing
their members to take the Burghersoath,and up.
on this question they divided—formed two new
Sroods,the Burghers', or associate, consisting of
twelve ministers,who held that the taking or re-
fusing of the Burghers'oatk should not be enguir-
edintoas a term of communion; and the Anti-
Burghers,or general associate, consisting of six-
leen ministers,who forbade their membersto teke
officeinany borough on pein of excommunica-
tion. This new disruption took placeix 1747, just
fourteen vears after the first formation of the se-
cession Presbyters near Kiaross. But this se-

cession did not end here.—~the exciteraent of |

tkis newly-acquired liberty must find its
limit, and so the Burgher or =ssociate synol
again broke oat into two nesw fragments, the
cause of éisruption being the proper meaning
to be attached 1o the reading of their own
“standard books.” This disruption resuited in
the Old Light and the New Light Burghers and
similar difEculty arose in the Aati-Burgher oz
general associate synod : with & similar termin-
ation, 2 new sccession went off heeded by the
famous Dr. Thomas McCric, and was called the
 Constitutional Associate Synod.”

But the seccders st length began to perceive

that there must be some limi! fixed to the de- *
sive for sccession, otherwise secession and in-

subordination would be in danger of bring
coafounded. Alreadr it had been carried too
faz, and all wise men in the different branches

of secession on refection began to desire that
ther should draw together. and cxercise for- -

bearance on wminor differences whilst theyagreed
oa the points for which they originalls broke
of from the commanion of the Established
Church. The st symplom of a return o
s=nity on this question was cvinced by a peti-
tion or resolution of 2 Preshrtery in lretand to
the Aati-Burgher Synod in 1767 bat thiscame
to nothing, a5 the animositics of the two Synods
were vet fresh. In the menatime their jea-
lousics and oppesition were exhausting them-
selves, anad the renewal of the question of uajon
tazde by the Bargher Synod of Ircland in 1505
to the Anti-Rargher Synod of the same coun-
try was well received and anxiously deliberated
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upon, although not finally acted upon. Ever
this was & great advance upon the former pro-
posal ; as the individual who first hac¢ courage
to make the proposition barely escaped depo-
sition. It remained for the Colonial Churches
to set the example of union to the mother
Churches, because ministers in the colonies
bad then as now too much practicsl work—
too many common difficulties to contend with
1o give much scope to metapbysical subtleties.
Even as carly as 1782, the Burghers and Anti-
i Burghersin North Americs, or rather the United
! States, coalesced and formed * the Reformed
i Church of North America™ And a greater
| advance still was made in Nova Scotia, as the
| Church of Scotland apd the two branpches of

the Sccession Church united in 1818, These

hopeful symptoms at the extremities soon told

upon the heart of the Church; aad in 1820 the
! Burghers and Anti-Burghers, who entertained
' the bitterest feclings of animosity against one
i another, znd proceeded so far 25 cven to ex-
: communicate one aoother, after being sevents-
three yvears apart, again embraced one another
in brotherly love apd formed the United Seces-
sion Church.

And what has been the result of that Union®
From being uninfluential and insigaificant
sects, united they immediately made a gigantic
stride, increasing in numbers-and respectabiii-
tr, until now that church can bheast of a3
learncd men, and as wealthy and numeross

congregations in the great centres *of popula-
" tion' as even the church of Scotland herseif
" The history of the Secession charch is aot
! without its interest to us; and we are wilfally
shatting our e¥es from the light, if we fecl our-
seives above going to it for lessons. In 1845,
this growing church receised a furtber acees-
1o from the Relief Synod joining it or uniting
* with it—that Snod which, formed of Gillespie
and Boston of Oxnam, formerly adhered to oaily
onc of the distinctive tenets of the secedess,
namels, opposition to patronage. The first
_ overture to union came from the sccession side

of the churchand =as offercd by the Presbrters

of Durfermline in 1534; so that it took fou;-
_ teca years to matare the union.

From this brief sketch there are several pec-
tinent lessons which ®¢ may learn, that wiil
be of uee 1o us in the discussion " anion. The
&5t lesson herein read to as is, that there s a
strong teadeacy, Fes, an incvitable tendeacs;
1o union between those who differ only in trifiing
_maatiers. A spiritol secession may, in pecsliar
circamstances, become tife, buat after the excte-
meat of it has ran its circle, it spends wsell
and by the power of gravitation the sepamated




THE PRESBYTERITAN.

127

slements run together again. All the condi- | was vastly greater than we united would be.

sions necessary to this result exist in our rela-
tions to the Canada Presbyterian Church, and
tbis result may therefore be regarded as inevi-
wable. And this is just 2bont every one's opin-
ion—all regard it merely as a question of time.
Anotber leszon tanght us is, that although
the first attempt to bring about & union may
miscarry, the thought of it shounld not be
abandoned—not even, though a second auc
third attempt should fail-—xnd that = persever-
aace in seeking it will surely bring it abont.
But the great lessoa which wederive from the
above facts, farnishes ug with the best answer
that can be given to the objection ¢ that 2 union
composed of heterogeneous materials would
pever be more than nominsal.” It cannot be said
that the parties to form the United Preshyterian
Church of Scotiand never opposed each other so
bitterly 8s the different Presbyterian Churches
in Canada have done.On the contrary,the odium
theologicum seems {0 have been all the stronger,
ke slighter were the differences between them.
They v-ere far more jcslous of one another than
they ware of the parent church. We, in this
€OURtry, ndver went so far as to eXxcommuni-
cate and depose one another, because of differ-
ences of opinion. And if ever those, who so
bitterly hated each other for & time, sfterwerds
coslesced so s to form & firm and united
church, may we notlook for the like in the case
of 2 union in Canada? All trace of the exist-
ence of Burgher and Anti-Burgher opinions
has disappeared in the forty-three years since
the union ; and we infer that the same will
be the case between the lste Free and United
Presbrterian elements in the Cansda Presby-
terinn Church. As yet they are distinguish-
able; but time wiil remove the distinctions. One
csn ss¢ in the United Presbyterian Church of
Scotland yet that the Relief element has not

fairly incorporated—the Relief ministers sit-
tiag togetber in the Synod, and preferring one |
another &t communion sessons ; but there isno |
dcubt that time will obliterate these marke of
a differeace that once existed, &s it has obliter-
ated the Burgker and Anti-Burgher marks.
And Iet no one sy that what has taken |
place in so insignificant & body shoold in no |
*sy be o precedent 1o us.  Bot the body |
*as 20t 5o jusigniSicant.  When the United |
Sceession Church was formed in 1820, the |
number of ministers joining together was 262, |
3 aamber not very much less than the aom- |
ber of ministers in the Cansdx Presbyterian |
Cinrch, added to the ministers in our own @
cherch. And then when the United Presbyte- ;
tiaa S3a0d was formed in 1847, the number

Our circumstances are very similar to theirs
in 1820. In their preamble they resognize the
leadings of Providence preparing a way for &
union. Obstacles were unexpectedly removed;
ro compromise of principle was made by either
party—the abolition of the clause in the Bur-
ghers’ oath by towa counciis, which was obnox-
jous to them, took away occasion for discus-
sing the poin:s of difference. So ibe removal
of the questions regarding the civil Magistrate
and patrouage tothe region of speculation and
not of administration, should be regarded as
a Providential dispensation, prepanng the way
to Presbyterian Union in Canada.

HpesBrrepos.

GENEVA cersus KINGSTON.
To the Editor of the Presbyterian:

Siz—1 trust you will permit me a small
space in your next issae, to correct a few of
the misrepresentations of your correspondent
1t Geneva.? He hag wisely taken the precau-
tion of annoancing beforehand that be does
not intend to reply to any comments on his
lstters—paturally supposing that they might
possibly give rise to some animadversions. It
is not, however, for the sake of entering into
controversy with him, thet I now .ddress you,
but simply to correct some misconceptions
which might otherwise rest in the minds of
those who draw their sole information from his
cpistles. .

I would first refer to his remsrks concerning
the insufficicnt accommodstion provided in St.
Andrew’s Church, Kingston, for the stodents
atteading Queen’s College. 1t is true that for
the very reason which he himself condescends
to mention 88 g pleasing thing in ils way,”
nsmely that the Charch is well filled and that
the seats are all let—the Church authorities
have been unsble to set apart &s large a por-
tion of seat-accommodation x8 they could wisb,
for the studcents, who of course require it only
during the winter. But a certain space is sct
apart, and 83 much accommodation as possible
in private seats is aforded in sddition. Iiis
dificult to see how, in present circumstances,
more could be done by sy of the bodies o7 in-
dividusls whom * Geneva™ charges with the

| responsibility. It is not, I think, 100 much to0

say that sufficient accommodation is and has
alwsys been provided for at Icast all the dizi-
nity stodents, most of whom would be rather
surprised st hearing of the “ process of es-
trangement™ they are supposed to be under-
going; and also for a considerable number of
those in the other faculties; zod any student
of these faculties who has ever been in want of
a seat, and hes made this knowa to the minis-
ter or professors or elders, has =lways had
oae provided for sim. If the doors of other
churches are cgually open to studeats; it is
only right that this should be so, for a large
proportion of the studeats in the Arts and
Medical facultics belong to the very bodies
#Geneva™ has mentioned; and Queen’s Col-
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lege, which is, and always avows itself to be—
an unsectarian institution—Ileaves her students
free to attend their own respective churches.
As, however, it certainly is an inconvenience
that more room caunnot be afforded, perhaps
your correspondent would kindly point out
gsome practicable means of rectifying the evil,
which, if at all feasible, would be, I am sure,
gladly attended to,

1 would beg also to correct theidea that any
of the congregation of St. Andrews left it at
the time of the disruption for want of sufficient
accommodation, as being entirely unfounded.
Ag for the * second church® which * Geneva”
suggests, he may safely leave that in the hands
of the intelligent members and attached adhe-
rents of the Church who form so large a pro-
portion of the congregation of St. Andrew’s
Church, and may rest satisfied that when cir-
cumstances point it out as best to be done, it
will be done.

As for the charges which “ Geneva” brings
against the Presbytery of Kingston, they show
cither that he has brought them upon very
slight and insufficicnt information, or that if
he does know better, he is liable to a still
graver censure than that of having entered
upon & subject without previously taking the
trouble to inform himself thoroughly with re-
gard to it. He has chosen too for his attack,
the time when it is still suffering from the loss
of its oldest and valued member, the Rev. Dr.
Machar, whose name alone would, throughout
the Church, generally have been a sufficienatly
strong guarantee that within the sphere of Ais
influence Missionary and Church extension
efforts would not be neglected. In these I
think it can bo clearly shown that the Presby-
tery of Kingston has not been deficient. It is
irue that at present it coasists of only five
charges, but that i3 owing to other causesthan
either coldness or carelessness on the part of
its members. Left with but two charges at
the time of the disruption, it never presented
the same field for the development of new sta-
tions, which other Presbyteries more favorably
situated have under their superintendance.
Nor was it casy to procure labourers to take
advantage of such opportanitiesas did present
themselves. Between Belleville and Kingston
there was but one place where a Presbyterian
congregation could have been formed, and
that was carly taken possession of by the
TUnited Presbyterians. At Camden where there
was o Presbyterian congregation, two ministers
were settled in succession, but owing to causes
which the Presbytery could not possibly con-
trol, disagreements arose between the people
«nd both of these ministers,—causing their re-
moval and a division in the congregation which
led—notwithstanding the efforts of a mission-
ary sent to them,—to the majority placing
themselves under the ministry of & United
Preshsterian minister, who combined them
with bis own original charge in the neighbour-
hood.

|

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

manse. Belleville, which has long been &
charge, but for some time vacant and suffering
from untoward circumstances, has had forsome
years an active and zealous minister and a
flourishing congregation.

At Wolfe Islangd, opposite Kingston, a mis-
sionary was long sustained, often under great
discouragements, by a missionary association
in connection with St. Andrew’s Church, and
much fostering aid afforded, till it has been
brought into circumstances to have a settled
minister, 2 church, and a manse now in course
of erection. Pittsburg, & township in the
neighbourhood of Kingston, has been also sup-
plied with much missionary aid from the same
congregation, which in conjunction with the
professors and students of Queen's College, has
kept up constant service within its bounds,
and a church is now being built, and a con-
gregation in process of formation, which will
s00n, it is hoped, be able to maintain 2 minis-
ter of its own. The congregation of St. An-
drew’s Church has thus been enabled to form,
in its own vicinity, two important congrega-
tions ; and few city churches, I imagine, have
done more.

Tyendinaga, the only other charge withia
the bounds of the Presbytery, where it would be
practicable to form & congregation, i3 unde:
the charge of a zealous and efficient mission-
ary, at present a student in Queen’s Gollege,
and is duting the session supplied by divinity
students.” It is hoped that here too a church
will soon be established.

There have been no doubt other stations
which might have been secured for the church
at a time when labourers could not be pro-
cured, but other congregations have beer
formed ; and the oldest and most influentia.
member of the Presbytery slready alluded to,
the much lamented pastor of St. Andrew's,
Kingston, never considered it a part either of
Christian or missionary zeal, in places where
the field is already occupled, to divide and de-
stroy a weak congregation for the sake of ad-
vancing the interests of his own body.

% Geneva” algo finds serious fault with the
circumstance that the clerical Professors ot
Queen’s College are allowed to sit in our ec-
clesiastical courts. Without entering upon
the question whether ministers who have been
regularly ordained Pastors in the Church should
be deprived of a right which that ordination
conferred upon them, which is a question that
may safely be left to the decision of the Sa-
preme Court, itmay be atleast said that, as
wisdom and experience, and weight of character
are more important to a member of these
Church Courts, as a member, than even having
‘3 congregation at his back,” they would e
serious losers, were the services of these I'ro-
fessors withdrawn ; and I sce no good end which
such a withdrawal could serve. Most of the
clerical professors who have been in Qucens
College, have been zealous in affording as
much missionary aid as is compatible with the

To Stirling, n village which has grown up ; onerous duties of the session ; but these dutics
betwncen Belleville and Seymour, at which last | both in the case of professors and students pre-
thiere has been for many years a large Scotch | vent the possibility of their doing quite a:

cuugregation and a faithful minister, a mis-
sionary was sent, and there is now a settled

, Supposed.

much 1a this way as might at fiest sight be
At Pittsburg and Wolle Island,

minister, & good church, and a commodicus , both professors and students have given mucl
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valuable aid, and the professor of Hebrew bas
for 8 considerable time maintained e weckly
service at Portsmoutb, in the suburbs of King-
ston, besides bewng at present of the utmost
+alue to the congregation of St. Andrew's, as
interim Moderator of the Session in the emer-
gency of their present vacancy.

1 think that after receiving this information,
which it is a pity he did not take the trouble
1o procure before bringing so hasty a charge,
% Geneva” himself will be unable to deny that
the Presbytery of Kingston have done what
they could.

Your correspondent very candidly confesses
that bis * self-imposed task ‘* has ‘‘ not been
s labour of love.” It is much to be regretted
that this has been the cace, as it would have
peen much more useful had it been con-
ceived in that spirit of love which ought surely
to actuate & Christian in his efforts to advance
the good of the Church of Christ. Fault find-
ing, of all other tasks, should especially be un-
dertaken in love and in “ the spirit of meek-
ness.”

“Geneva ™ before coming forth as an anony-
mous critic to usz so unsparingly the ¢ sur-
geon's knife ” should have been very well as-
sured of his purity of motive, of his own Chris-
usn zesl, love, and earnestness, lest perchance
be should bring upon Iimseif the reproof,
*Why beholdest thou the mote that i in thy
brother’s eye, but considerest not the beam that
15 in thine own eye 77

I remain, Mr. Editor,
Y ours respectfully,
A Larv Rsaore.

To the Editor of the Presbylerian.

Sir,—It may not be advisable to follow
your correspondent, Geneve, through all his
rambles, but as be denies the right of the Prin-
e*nal and certain of the Professors of Quecn’s
College to have seats in Presbytery snd Synod,
I think it is important it should be well un-
derstood, that the aforesaid ccclesiastical posi-
ton of these gentiemen is of right and not by
couricsy.

Few, probably, agree with Genevs in regard-
iag the existing practice asa * breach of Pres-
brierian polity.” It scems difficult to sze that
the representation of the Scottish Gniversities,
and, wenight add, of the Scottish Royal Burghs,
ia the General Assewbly of the Church of
Scotland, is an essential peculianity of Presby-
‘erian polity , bat if it be night to bave one |
Liad of Touversuty representation in Scotland,
it dots not just follow that another, dif-
fering only in the anumber of represen- I
latives, is wreng in Canada. If the representa-
tion of Queen's Coilege be a breach of Presby-
terian polity because it is not in accordance
with the practice of the Church of Scotland, |
"hen we must either unpresbyteriamze our- |
seives altogether or admit that the breaches of |
Presbyterian polity with which the Synod of
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Caneda is chargeable, on the same ground,
are wofully numerous.

It is pretty commonly believed that our
Church has an inherent power to make laws
for carrying out the settled principles of Presby-
terian polity. If it has not, what is *our posi-
tion” worth? If it has, the writer presumes
that whatever privileges it confers by its own
act become matters of right and not of cour-
tesy. )

In 1842, on motion of Dr. Mathiesop, seconded
by Dr. Cook, the Synod enagted that “ every
Professor in Queen’s College, Kingston, being
an ordained Minister of this Church, shall be 2
constituent member of the Presbytery of King-
ston, and as such entitled 1o sit in all meetings
of Sypod.” The mover and seconder of this
resolution are generally supposed to know
something about Presbyterian polity, and it is
not to be thought that if they intended only an
act of courtesy they would have resorted to an
act of law to ratify it. There may be a ques-
tion as to the expediency of the existing repre-
sentation ; as to its legal rightfulness there is
none: end rights once conferred are not so
easily cancelled a3 Geneva seems to think. I
rather fear your correspondent is not happy in
his manner of adverting to this gricvance.

When the report of the Examining Commit-
tec was submitted to last meeting of Synod, one
very particular inquiry was made as to the ac-
quaintsnce of the candidates for License with
the bistory of our Church in Canadsa. It may
now sppear that others bezides students of
Qucen's College need a little grinding on that
subject. Those educated in Canada may, a3 &
matter of course, be supposed to know some-
thing about the hiztory of the Church in Can-
ada ; the requirement of an examination on
Canadian Church history from those who enter
the Church from Scotland and other parts,
seems worthy of consideration.

I bave the bonour to be yours,
But not from Geneva.

© Tgx Love or Cuwsr.—Thou lovedst me
when I was deformed, lostbly, forlorn, and
misersble : shall I not now bave this when thou
hast frced me and decked me sith the orna-
ments of thy graces ?... Thou lovedst me
when I was a professed rebel against thee, and
receivedst me not to mercy only, but to the
cndearment of a subject, & servant, 2 son.....
Thou, O God, bast so loved us, that thou
wouldst become the Son of mas for our souls,
that we, who are thesons of men, might become
the sons of God. C that we could put off the
mar to put on Christ; that we could neglect
and hate ourselves for thee, that hast so dearly
loved us 2§ to iay aside by beavenly glory
for us”’
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Our Reformers had scarce freed the
Church of Scotland from the long alle-
giance to the Church of Rome, when there
arose new difficulties and new complica-
tions. The Scottish Reformers never fora
moment gave up the idea of a Church;
and never would they consent to that sub- .
mission to the State, which at the expense
of ecclesiastical freedom was accepted by
the Epglish Reformers. The famous an-
swer of the illustrious Melville to James
VI well expressed their views on this im-
portant subject. *Know,” said Melville,
“that there are two estates: of one of these
James VI is king; of the other, which is .
called the kirk, James VI is not king, but
only a silly vassal.,” The langunage of this
reply seems strong. But our Reformers
lived in an age when it did not do to be

mealy-mouthed ; and it embodies a “great .

and glorious principle.” The views of the
orthodox Free Churchman appear to ac-
cord with those of Melville, The Free
Churchman of the Disruption Period main-
tains that the State is bound to do every-
thing for the Church, and in return he al-
lows the State not the shadow of a say in
the Church’s affairs. But even Melville

did not go as far as this. Anything like
state domination over the commissioned
ministers of Christ he spurned with the

earnestness of a true Churchman. But it .

cancot be proved that he was unwilling that
Christian princes should act in'the Charch

and with the Church; that he doubted '

that consideration was due, by the ralers
of the Church, to the ruler of the State;
and that he did not wish to see both carry
on their work harmoniously, the one sid-
ing and assisting the other. The union of
the Church and State has been a blessing
to Scotland which it would be hard to
overestimate. And it is one of the mis-
fortunes of Canada thst the divisions of
Christians reoder such union aud co-opera-
tion next to impossible here. Deprived of
the benefits of state support in the prose-
cution of its work, the Fresbyterian Church
of British America depends solely upon it-
self. But this we know that a Church,
seriptural in its doctrine, and apostolic in
its order, can never be without the presence
of its head. Your correspondent - Gene-

va,” in ably pointing ont the weaknesses

V.

of the Church, ssems rather to dishke
vaunts of its apostolic character. But
while liis complaints, often too just, will do
ood, it is also well by dwelling upon the
“hurcl’s claims and merits to rouse the
support of its people. St. Paul magniﬁed
his office. And in an age of sects of every
grade, of schisms of every shape, of heresies
of every tinge, it is right that those born
within the fold of a pure branch of the Ca-
tholic Church should magnifv their privi-
leges. The Puseyite is bigotted to Pu-
seyism, the Methodist to Methodism, the
Independent to Independency. The Pres-
byterian, aithough willing to allow good
in all of these, has the deepest teason for
attachment to Presbytery. A writer who
takes the honored name of *“ Geneva” wili
not object to this. While the peculiarities
which call forth the attachments of other
religionists are more or less modern, more
or less dangerous, the great distinctive pe-
culiarities of the Presbyterian Church are
the restored principles of the Apostolic
age, and of the primitive.Christians.
Andrew Melville was perbaps, excepting
Knox, the greatest Scottish ecclesiastic of
the Reformation period; for slthough the
first of the struggle was over, ere he ap-
peared on the stage, fierce battles were
before the Reformed Church, and in these
he played a most prominent part. He was
the youngest son of Richard Melville of
Baldovy, near Montrose, and was born on
the 1st of August 1545. In 1559 he at-
tended the University of St. Andrews.
where his rapid progress in his studies, es
pecixlly in Greek, excited the astonish-
ment of every one. From St. Andrews he
proceeded to France, where he entered on
the study of the civil law. From France
he retired to Genevs, where he was warm-
Iy received by the Reformed Doctors. At
Geneva he spent ten years; and on his re-
turn to Scotland the learned Berge wrote
to the genecral assembly of the Church,
that “the greatest token of affection the
church of Geneva could show to Scotland.
was, that they bad suffered themselves te
be deprived of Mr. Andrew Melville”
Melville was soon after appointed Principa:
of the University of Glasgow.
But the sccond long struggle of the
Church was beginning. The Earl of Mor-
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ton who had a hand in the efforts which | elected moderator of the general assembly,
were already being made by one class of | and was universally esteemed as the most
politicians to subvert the sturdy principles | powerful defender of the Churcl’s rights.
of Presbytery, did every thing in his power | In fact, his history and that of his nephew
to win over Melville to the prelatic cause ; [ James Melville, sy be said to be the his-
but all his overtures were rejected with | tury of the Church’s struggles during the
scorn. Ile attended the aszembly held at | reign of James VI. In the June number
Edinburgh in 1582, and oppused nobly the | of the Presbyterian we will endeay . ur not
tyrannical attempts which were being made | only to define their views, but to puint out
10 subvert the liberties of the Church. He | their immense services in the vrgan wativn
said that the civil puwer was attempting | of Iresbytery in Scotland, following. though
to pull the crown from Clirist’s head, and | necessarily with caution, the able work of
to wrest the sceptre from his haud ; and | Dr. McCrie. Andrew Melville died at the
proposed resolutions in accordance with | advanced age of seventyseven.  Arch-
he tenor of Lis speech. Lord Corca crivd | Lishop Spottiswuode does him the Lorour tu
.ut, “Is there any here that dare subscribe , term him the apostle of Presbyte: | ard we
these articles " upon which Melille ad- | will conclude this briel preliminary notice
vanced, and said “ We dare and will ren- | in the words of Dr. McCrie, ¢ Next to her
Jer our lives in the cause In 1384, he | Reformer,” says that eloquent writer, © whe
was brought Lifore the king and coundil, | under God emancipated her from the de-
charged with seditiol, words uttered in & | grading shackles of papal superstition and
«rmon. Hec was bitterly reprimanded, ; tyranny, ! know no individual from whom
ommitted to prisun, and finaly expeled | Scotland has received such important scr-
the country. After twenty w nths' ab- | vices, or to whom she continues to vwe sv
sence in Londun, he rcturned to Scotland i decp a debt of national respect and srati-

and resumed his place at St. Andrews, tude, as to .Andrew Melville.”
After his return, Melville was frequently

Hoints of Contact bettoeen Equplian amd Jeboish Bistary.

JEWISH CHRONOLOGY.

Great Jifficulty attends au accurate re- . numbers which were introduced to indicate
conciliation of the chronological data of ina general way, the relative duration of
ancient history; and the attempt to har- | conseeutive periods, but must Lave Leen
1.onize, with auy very great degree of pre-  understood to imply uo more. The rea. on
Jsion,contempurancotts erents, where there . of their iusertion in place of the (aact
> no vther than chronolugical evidence of . Jata, when these may be supposed to have
their connection, may generally be regard- | been known, is not very evident.  Perhaps
+1 as & hopeless task. it may have been for the purpose of reliev-

Notunfrequently the chirooiugy seciuste | ing and assisting the memory—a very ne-
Lave been introduced arbitrarily or onsve  cessary aid, where it was so essentiai. ws i
artificial system to link togethier the disjoint- the case of the Jews, whoe history, jaws,

! traditions which compuse the histery ;  and religion were so intermingled that the
“r chronulugy is s0 essential an eluncutin  listory should be remembered,and whereall
Yistory that no narratise would be com-  acquaintance nust have bzen  acqaired
wete without it Where, therefore, it does  vrally, the written records being never with-
Tot cxist it most Le invented.  Such subse-  in reach of the people—ceen af they couid
ent incurporation of a system of chrono- have used than,  But however convenient
legy with the Luds of tradition isindicated, such a plan may have been for jua.actical
among other sigus, by the froquent recur-  purpuses then, it destroys every o o~ibii-
rence of the same number or its wultipies. | ity of now tracing with precision historical
Rut a repetition of certain numbers in  synchronism. All the causes, moreov.r. that
ick succession caunot always be referred | liave vperated in falsifying the taad o an-
‘o this arlitrary method of supplying the ; cient MSS,, arising from either the carciess-
leficiency in the histurical materials; for , ness or wilful dishonesty of copyis'~. have
there scem  to have been used in the cum- | been doubly active in affecing the <iirono-
position of ancient history certain round * logy. When the numbers were expressed

.



132

by letters, as was and still is the practice
in oriental writing, there would be constant
confusion of the numerals with the preced-
ing and succeeding words, ard where dots
were employed to express the decimal
places, errors would be sure to creep in.
Vilful alterations would also be numerous,
when they could be so easily accomplished ;
when the love of exaggeration, for instance,
could be gratified by the simple addition of
a dot or a dash.

These, and other causes have combined
to throw ancient chronology into such in-
extricable confusion that it at least behoves
every attempt at unravelling its intricacies
to be undertaken with difidence. Bu!this
is just the spirit in which the students of
ancient chronology seem most deficient.
Few approach the subject with unprejudic-
ed minds, and noother object than to deal
honestly with the materials at their dispo-
sal; almost all bave some ulterior aim in
view, and resort to chronology as a support
for opinions already formed. Here then,
where there is least ground for dogmatism
and positive assertion, we find most.

And this has been preéminently the
case in the treatment of Biblical chronolo-
gy, which has reached us through one cause
and avother in a state of as great corruption
and confusion as secular chronology; so
great that there is a discrepancy of over
1000 years between the highest and the
lowest computation of the whole period
from the creation to the christian era, and
within these extremes above 100 variations.
The Biblical data being so uncertain, it is
impossible to decide with accuracy the

position of scriptural events, in their rela-
tion to ancient history from tbe chronclogy
only, which it or they supply. In attempting, |
therefore, to trace the parallelisms of |
Egyptian and Jewish history between Abra- |
ham and the first reliable synchronism in |
the reign of Rehoboam, the events them- |
selves must, to a great extent, be emploved .
in determining the date to which they are |
to be assigned. !
The period comprises  two  great |
divisions. (1) From Abraham to the Exodus
and, (2) from the Exedus to Rehoboam. |
We cannot commence with the journey of
Abrabam into Egypt, as there are not suffi- |
cient particulars of his visit narrated to en-
able us to fix its date with any certainty
whatever. Our enquiry thercfore must pro- |
ceed backwards from Rehovoam. Iim we
know to have been contemporaneous with |
Sheshonk, king of Egypt, on the authority |
of 11 Chron. xii, 2, and this Pharaoh is

i Jephthah.
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identified, without doubt, with the first
king of the 22nd dynasty ; whose conquest
of Judea is mentioned on the south wall of
the great temple of Karnac. But, irrespec-
tive of this, Egyptian chronology makes
them contemporaneous. Rehoboam came
to the throne about 970 B.C.; Sheshonk,
according to the list of Manetho and
the monuments, must have invaded Judea
neither very much before nor after 1000
years B.C. We have therefore here a fair
starting point. But our further progress
will be less satisfactory.

The next step of the enquiry is to ascer-
tain the length of the period between the
Exodusand Rehoboam. From the building
of Solomon’s terple to the invasion of Judea
under Rehoboam were forty-one years—
thirty-six yeats of Solomon’s reign and
five of Rehoboam’s; and it is stated in
I Kings, vi, 1that in “the 480th” year
after the children of Isracl were come
out of the land of Egypt“ Solomon began
to build the house of the Lord.” The
sum of these two periods (480 + 41)
521 years, might be accepted as the length
of the whole period in question. But there
scems to have been some uncertainty about
this total, for in the Septuagint it is 440
and not 480. While this discrepancy throws
doubts upon its accuracy, its authority is
further weakened by the fact that the sum
of the detached dates gives a far higher
figure, and the genealogical lists yield a
lower. .

Cumputing its duration from the separate
dates we ubtain the following results :—

YEARS.

Exodus, (from Exodus to the death of
Moses.)
Conquest of Canaan by Joshua.

Rest of Joshua's life, (traditional length.)
Generation which ountlived Joshua and the
national decline, (traditional)
Servitude under Chushan, king of Mesopo-

tamia. 3
Othniel and period of rest.
Servitude under Eglon, king of Moab.
Ehud and period of rest. .
Shumgar, (traditional length of his judge-
ship.) I
Servitude under Jubin king of Syria. 2
Dcborah and Barak. 4
Servitude under Midian.
Gideon. :
Abimelec. 3
Tolu.
Jair.
Servitude under Philistines and Ammo-
nites. i

—
[/ N

—
12

Ibzan.
Elon.
Abdon.

—
ND 1S
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240 years.

oooooooooo

[{
[ 4

153

3]
114
[$4

......................

40
3

~
'

Servitude under Philistines,...

Samson, 20 years included in

the servitude,.cceeeccecnsss

Period of Anarchy,

Eli, judge for 40 years, accord- 40
ing to Hebrew; 21 years
according to LXX,.........

Samuel previous to election ofz_ 12
Saul (traditional number),.. { °~

Saul, 40

David,ccoavcconan. Geecesaae .

Solomon,eeeeeeeainanns ceves

Total obtained from se
parate numbers 606
years from the Exodus !
to the building of the i
Temple. i

This exceeds that given in Kings as the l
total by 126 years, and differs still more |
widely from the length of the period as |
computed from the genealogies.

But these again supply us with very un-
certain data. The number of generations
in different families within the same pe-
Tiod is never the same, and the lists of the
same family disagree in different records.
They contain the names of perhaps |
the most distinguished men of each l
bouse, but certainly do not always give us ,
an unbroken succession of generations; and ¢
as the clue to the method on which they
are constructed has not been discovered, |
they are unsafe guides in chronological ia- !

vestigations, and cannot be relied on when :
unsupported by facts or other evidence. :
The lists which we might expect to be most
perfect would be those of the principal
line of the house of Aaron, and they appear
in fact to be so. One list is given m 1
Chre. iv, 1-15, which finishes with Jehoza-
dok the son of Seraiah; and another in
Tara vii, 1-3, wherc the descent of Ezra :
from Aaron istraced through the same line; |
but while there arc twenty-three genera- :
tions in the one there are only seventeen in !
the other. .

They arc here transcribed in parallel |
columns :

1 Chkron. ri. 1-15.

i
i
!

Ezra, vii, 1-5. !

Aaron. Aaron.

Eliazar. Eliazar. i
Phineas. Phineas. i
Abishus. Abishua. h
Bukki. Bukki. |
Uzzi. Uzzi. !
Zerahiab. Zerahiah. .
Merzioth. Meraioth. :
Awmariah. '
Abitub. |
Zadok. i
Abimaaz.

Azariah.

Johanan, (be ¢ Azariah’

it is that executed
the priest’s office in !
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the temple that Solo-
mon built in Jerusa-

lem,
Azariah. Azariah.
Amariah. Amariah.
Ahitub, Ahitub.
Zadok. Zadok.
Shallum. Shallum.
Hilkiah. Hilkiah.
Azariah. Azariah.
Seraiah. Seraiah.
Jehozadok. Ezra.

The lists agree as far as Meraioth, where
six names are omitted in the genealogy of
Ezra, but they correspond again from Aza-
riah to Seraiah, the father of Jehozadok
and of Ezra,a younger son. Ilf we ac-
cept the first list as containing a complete
genealogical succession, we have fourteen
generations from Eliazar to Azariah. Reck-
oning a generation at thirty-three years,
and deducting twenty-five years for the
age of Eliazar at the Exodus, and twenty-
five years fr the age of Azariah, at the build-
ing of the Temple, we obtain 412 years as
the length of the period from the Exodus to
the building of Solomon’s temple. DBut
‘there is no guarantee that names have not
been omitted in both lists before Meraioth, as
they were omitted without any indication
in the genealogy of Euzra after Meraioth ;
though the close correspondence of the
lists in every other particular make us sus-
pect that the variation ir this was caused
by a textual error, arising from the repeti-
tion of the same names—a fertile source
of mistakes; andif so, the agreement of the
tists affords at least a probability that they
were complete, and justifies us in accepting
the length of time which they represent as
the correct duration of the period, if corro-
borative proof of any kind turn up.

But when the number is compared with
the others, there is such a discrepancy be-

+ ween it and that given as the total in

Kings, and still more, between it and that
obtained from the separate dates, that one
of them must be wrong and a method found
of reconciling the others ; unless two of the
numbers be rejected, and one only retain-
ed. If the genealogy give the correct
length, then the statement in Kings must
be wrong, and vice vers@ In either case,
however, an explanation must be devised
to account for the wide difference between
that which is selected and the sum of the
detached dates 606 years, an explanation
by which 606 years shall be cut down
to either 480 or 412 years. Were we
sure of the correctness of the genealogical
lists, the 480 years might be rejected with-
out hesitation, for several circumstances
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combine to throw doubt on it, and stamp
1t as either a gorruption of the text or an
interpolation of later times. In the first
place, the Hebrew taxt and the LXX dis-
agrec. Then,such totals are not frequent,
and when therefore they occur are open
to the suspicion of having been added af-
terwards ; while in this case the presump-
tion is strengthened into a probability
through the number not being mentioned
by Josephus or any of the earliest Chris-
tian writers. Had it existed, Josephus
would hardly bave calculated the length
of the same period at 592 years, when an-
other number was ready at his hand. No
violence will therefore be done to the his-
torical veracity of the narrative by reject-
ng it.

But nevertheless there must have been
some reason for its adoption, even suppo-
sing it to be a later interpolation, differing
as it does so widely trom the sumn of
the years obtained from the detacked
numbers. These detached dates are the
cnly means we have of determining the

length of the period, and we naturally add’

them together for the purpose of obtaining
it. But the chronologist who introduced
the 48) years into the text, must have
computed it differently, though probably
from the same material, because there
no doubt then still lived a tradition of its
length, which induced him so to arrange
events that they occupied less time. The
tradition may have been trustworthy in
so far as it merely indicated a shorter pe-
riod thban tbat obtained from the indivi-
dual numbers, though not to be relied on
for its precise information. At any rate
its approximation to the number yiclded
by the genealogical lists inclines one to
adopt the shorter rather than the longer
interval, as at least the approximate icngth
of the period. llow then are they to be
reconciled ¢ How can the individual num-
ber be made to produce 412 instead of
606 vears?

These 606 years comprise three great
divisions of Jewish Ilistory; the duration
of two of which can be determined with
tolerable cercvinty ; while the third divi-
sion is so obs ure, and its chronology so
faulty, th: * great difference of opinion has
existed as to its length.

The first division is from the Exodus to
the death of Joshua. Its length may be
ascerlained within a very few years,—there
being only one uncertain interval in it—
that from the termination of the conquest
of Canaan till the first servitude. The third
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division is still less open to criticismm.  Ex-
tending from the accession of Saul till the
building of the Temple, it comprises the
two reigns of Saul and David, each of 4u
yeqrs, and the three first years of Solumon’s
reign. But the intervening period of the
judges is the most obscure era in every
respect of Jewish History ; and its length
is by no means well defined.  The 1st and
3rd divisiun combined give the sum of 16¢
years.

Exodus to death of Moses........ ... 40
Conquest of Canaan....... cevrenaans 7

Remainder of Joghua's life, national de-
clingyeeeeiiiiiionninan coseaaan 36
Reign of Saul.eie.viviiiaeananneens 40
Reign of David...... teecencitaccnns 40
Of Solomon’s Reign ....... cereiaens 3
166

This subtracted from the long interval ot
606 years gives from the periud of the
Judges 440 years, and subtracted from the
shorter interval—derived from the genea-
logical list—246 years. The question then
is, what is the real length of this disputed
period ? Considerations above stated indu-
ced us to accept the lower estimate : but
how then is the discrepancy of 194 vears,
to be accounted for? Various bipotheses
have been proposed, by which the 22 num-
bers which make up the -total have beer
so disposed as to fit exactly into the theory
they are compelled to support. DBut no
explanation has yet met all the difficulties
and requirements of the case :-and therefore
some of the best modern commentators
and critics have abandoned the attempt.
It must suffice us then to point out twe
possible elements of uncertainty without
proposing any solution or endeavouring to
apply them.

The firstis the occurrence of round num-
bers. The number 40 seems to have beer
accepted as the length of a generation.
perhaps because it was the period of Is-
rael's wanderings in the Desert—uwhen the
whole of one generation except two men
died off. It occurs five times in the chrono-
logy of this interval, and its multiple &0
occurs once.

The sccond is found in the probabinty of
contemporancous judges. More than the
Jordan scparated the two tribes and a hait
from their brethren. Mutual suspicion was
ever ready to show itself in even hostile
acts. Thesame judge, we may therefore
not unreasonably suppose, did not always
exercise his authority throughout the whole
of Canaan. Undoubtedly several of thos
strangely clected regents were bational
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heroes—who freed the whole country from
a common foe. But when the subjugation
was only partial, confined to one or other
side of the Jordan—or perhaps to either
the Northern or Southern Tribes,—a tribal
leeder would be raised up, who would
receive the same title as the national deli-
verer. It is difficult to make any such
classification of the Judges; but that some
of those mentioned may have been only
local and not national princes is by no
means unlikely.

By an ingenious use of these means
it would not be diflicult to curtail
tue period to the necessary limits :—but
every such combination must be doubtful,
—for where there are not the elements
of certamty — it is fruitless to seck
for a sound and ummpeachable con-
clusion.  Their existence howover shows
us that such a solution as we desire might
be obtained, were we only a little bLetter
acquainted with this obscure era; and
though they do not enable us to prove
conviccingly that the length of the whole
interval between the Exodus and the build-
ing of the Temple was only about 400 years,
they help to remove the difficulty which the
great length of the period assigned to
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the judges according to the separate dates
raises against that estimate.

An objection against the shortcr intor-
val remains however to be alluded tu. St.
Paul in addressing the Synagogue of An-
tioch, in Pisidia, says with regard to this
era, *and wheu he had destroyed seven
nations in the land of Canaan, Le divided
their land to thein Ly lot,—and after that
Le gave unto them judges about the space
of four hundred and fifty years until Sam-
uel the prophet.” The passage has been
made to to bear a ditferent meaning ;—but
the plain intention of the original is ex-
pressed by our version. That figure was,
no doubt obtained from the individual
numbers which, according to the calculation
made above, yield for the rule of the judges
458 years; but, as we shall see in compu-
ting the period from Abraham tu the Exo-
dus—the chronological references to the
Old Testament in the New, were made for
other purposes than to teach us history, and
only therefure still further confuse the sub-
ject if regarded as of authority.

We cannot then state the result at which
we have arrived more positively, than
that of the three dates for the duration of
this period the balance of probabilityis in
favour of 400 years.

Shetches of Felo Testument Churacters.

THE PARENTS OF OTCR LORD.

The Genealogical tables given us by the Evan-

gelists Matthew and Luke, trace the lineage of
Jesus up to David, and ultimately to Abraham.
+ 1t is more than probable that these tables were
cxtracted from the registers which were pre-
served at Jerusalem ; and this will acount for
the fact that botb the tables give the descent,
oot of Mary, but of Joseph.

We are nowhere informed of the lineage of
Mary; and her union with Joseph is the only
interest ascribed to her in the genealogy of her
son, in the kingly line. A tradition which,
howerer, we believe goes no further back than
the tenth century, asserts that Mary was the
granddaughter of Matthew by her mother ; and
though there is but little reliance to be placed
on ilis authority, and the tradition would scem
to bhave been adoptea to meet the difficulty,
which has always presented itself, of tracing
the immediate connection of Jesus with David,
through his mother ; still it isnot by any means

improbable that Mary was of the royal lineage
and the fact of the families of Joseph and Mary
both residing in the comparatively small town
of Nazareth, the inhabitants of whick were prin-
cipally Gentiles, would seem to point to some

, connection betwween them.

Buat itis not without importance that the de-
scent of Christ,in the royal line,is given through
Joscph ; and that the lineage of Mary is ao-
where mentioned. The words of the angel to
Mary, and her answer, in Luke I, 30-34, are
thougust to allude to her direct descent from
Darid ; but by turning to the connection of the
passage we find that her betrothai with Josepl
i3 mentioned immediately before, with the sig-
npificant addition that he was “ of the Louse of
David,” end we may readily suppose that the
address of the angel had reference to her in the
relation in which she stood to Joseph her es-
pouscd husband. The relation between husband
and wife has always been regarded as very
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close, and especiclly so by the Jewish law ; aud Our knowledge of Joseph i very lirited, and
though the mother of vur Lozd was & virgin at | we can receive no reply to the many questions
the time of the annunciation, yet she was even | we would willingly ask; we do not know how
then espoused to Joseph to whom she was mar- | long he lived, nor where, nor how he died ; but
ried before the birth of Jesus. In strict accor- | it seems almost certain that he was dead at the
dance withk Jewish law {Deut, xx, 24-25,) the | time of the crucifixion, and it i3 very probable
espousnls themselves constituted marriage. | that his death had even taken place before our
Joseph was, therefore, legally aund ostensibly, | Lord kad entered upon his public ministry,
though not in the way of natura. generation, | since there is no allusion made to him during
the father of the child Jesus. that period, while there i3 mention of Mary and
Christ himself respected this relation, which | our Lord's brethren.
wes also acknowledged by his mother, and by In so fertile a field as the life of Joseph it is
the people generally. As his son he was | scarcely .o be expected that tradition should be
regarded by his mother. “Thy father and ] silent, and some of the stories found in the apo-
1 bave sought thee sorrowing” (Luke 1I, 48,), | cryphel gospels represent him as dying at the
himself * was subject to them,” as his parents | advanced age of a hundred and eleven years,
(Luke II, 31), thereby recognising Joseph | and as being already old, and the father of four
as his father ; while the verdict of the common | sons and two daughters st the time of his mar-
people was “ Is not this the carpenter's son?? | risge with Mary. But Jerome and most of the
(Matt. XIII, 55.) At the time of the marriage | fathers reject this carlier marriage, snd thereis
both Joseph and Mary appear to havebeen liv- | indeed very little trust to be placed in these
ing at the quict and somewhat secluded town | traditions, though some of them are as old as
of Nazareth. We do not know at what time the | the fourth century.
family or familics removed from Judea to Nazn- Though there is more frequent mention of
seth, but we learn that the long oppression | Mary than of Joseph in the gospels, still we,
of the Maccabean princes drove many from their | after all, know very little more of her, and tra-
native country to scek a refuge in other parts, | dition is bere as little trustwortby. The same
and it may have been this cause that induced | apocryphal gospels, which relato facts concern-
the ancestors of Joseph and Mary to temove to | ing Joseph, havealsopreserved tous something
Galilec; and the toadition is not without | regarding Mary, as the names of her parents
reason which states that they had been | Joachim and Anna, who are represented as
gettled there for at least two generations, pos- | being both in the decline of life at the time of
sibly from the time of Matthew, who, as we be- | Mary's birth. But these records are marked by
fore noticed, is said to have been the common | so many contradictions and snachronisms as,
grandfather of Joseph and Mary. | from this cause alone, to deff all powers of cre-
The circumstance of the angel’s communica- § dence, and the glimpses we get into her life,
tion, the subscquent marrisge with Mary, the | through the gospels, are alone reliable. Wedo
birth of Jesns at Bethlehem, where the parents | not know her age at the time of our Saviour's
had gone to be cnrolled at the command of | birth, we do not know when or where she dicd,
Augustus, as Jewish citizens of the family of | though it was most probably at Jerusclem and
avid, the flight into Egypt, the return, and | not =t Ephesus, as has been sometimes stated.
establishment at Nazareth, are folly related by | We do not exactly kaow the true position
the Evangelists. | in life of our Lord’s parcants; they do not scem
Oa the return to Nazareth, Joseph scems to | to have enjoyed much of this world’s goods, yet
have carried on his trade as a carpeater, and to | ncither do they appear to have been inpoverty-
bave instructed Jesus in the same occupation, | If we could, indeed, place any reliance on the
{Mark Vi, 3). ! traditions we must believe that Mary's father
We are told that Joseph was a just man, and { was the possessor of extensive flocks and herds,
we are led to believe that he was serapulously § while Joseph's trade does not really imply aa
observant of all the ceremonies of the 1aw, and | ignoble position.
that he was in the badbit of going to Jerusalern | The relationig which his parents stood o ozr
every vear at the feast of the passover. It was | Saviour was anomalous, yet we may well be-
on onc of these occasions, when Jesus was § lreve that their duty to him wasdischarged ina
1welve years of age, that he went up, accom- { just snd afectionate mananer, while his conduct
sanicd by his wife and child, and this oceasion | o them was such ns to deepen their affection
affords aimest the enly glaace we obtain of the | for him, to excite their admiration, and to in-
<hildhood of Jesus, as it s also the last Lme { spire them with respect.
that we have any mention of the father Joseph, ¢ With what anxiety and wonder must they
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nave watched their child advancingfrom infancy
to youth, from youth to adult age; that child
with whose birth so many strange circumstan-
ees, and such wonderful promises were asso-
c:ated. The mother, with all 2 mother's solici-
tude, * kept all these things and pondered them
.n ber heart,” but it i3 scarcely possible that
ske had any adequate conception of the real im-
portance of her child. The rarrative in connec-
tion with the miracle at the marriage in Cane
of Galilee would imply that she knew that some
marveilous power lay hidden within him, but
how far she penetrated the mystery we cannot
attempt to say. She was very probably a con-
stant follower of her son, and attended him at
his trial, and wept & mother'sbitter tears at the
foot of the cross, and then it was that the dying
Lord committed her to the care and protection
of the beloved apostle, with whom she no doubt
continued to live till her death.

We nowhere read that our Lord appeared to
kis mother after his resurrection, though it is
protable that she was one of those wno were
with theeleven when the two disciples returned

jrom Emmaus to Jerusalem, and when Jesus |

himself stood in the midst of them, and said
“peace be unto you.” After the ascension her
name is mentioned but once in the short narra-
uve of what occurred during the ten days that
elapsed betwveen the ascension and the day of
Pentecost.
return from Mount Olivet, immediately after
our Lord's ascension *went up into an upper
room.” and it is added they “all continued in
praver and suppl. ation with the women and

We read that the apostles on their .

the motker of Jesws, and with his brethren.” |

This i3 the last notice we have of our Lord’s
mother. We cannot doubt that she was a justi-
fied believer, and continued a sincere disciple

" my brethren.

137

partial or special favour, and at that hour
never to be forgotten when Christ hung on the
cross, he, even in his gloom and anguish, did
not forget ber, but no doubt with a glance of
love, which brought consolation to her in her
distress, he spoke words which seem to
imply that those earthiy ties which bad hith-
erto bound them as mother and child were
dissolved, and as it were directed her to trans-
fer her maternal affections to John, who wsas
also directed to reccive her with filial regard
and love, and afford her protection,—to his
mother be said, ¢ Woman, behold thy son,” and
to the disciple *Bechold tby mother” “and
from that hour the disciple took ker into his
own house.”

The marked silence which is henceforward
preserved concerning her in the Acts and
Epistles, and even by John himself, is certainly
very significant, aud would really scem an
anticipatory rejection of that undue regard in
which she is now held by so many. There
were however two occasions in our Lord's
ministry of which we cannot be unmindful.
The first ocurred when (Mark I, 31) Mary
went with certain of ber kindred to seuk her
son at a house where he was occupied in
teaching a numerous and aitentive audience.
 There came then his brethren, and his mother,
and standing without, sent unto him, calling
him, and the multitude sat about him, and they
said unto him, ‘behold thy mother and thy
hrethren seek thee! And he answered them
saying, ¢ who is my mother and my bretlren’?
And he looked round about on them which sat
about him, and said, *behold wy mother and
For whoscever shall do the will

" of God, the same is my brother and sister and

of Jesas. who, though her own child was et the |
son of the Eternal Father, and who, having ex- |
piated on the cross the sins of the world, as.

cended as the Glorified One and sat down for-
ever at the right hand of God.

We cannot forget the greeting of Elizabeth,
and the salutation of the angel Gabriel to Mary,
“Hzii highly favourced, blessed art thou among
women,” and there is much to attract us to the
moiher of Jesus, and to consectate her name
in cur memories, yet there is nothing what-
ever which might induce us to extend to her
that adomation of which she is nevertheless
made the chject.  On the contrasy, our Lord’s

mother.'

The other circumstance is thus simply and
briefix reiated by Luke (X1,27.) “And it
came to pass as Jesus was speaking, & certain
woman of the company lifted up her voice ana
said unto him, ‘olessed is the womb that bare
thee, and the paps that thou hast sucked.
But ke said, *vea rather, blessed are they that

* hear the word of God and keep it” "

]

No unprejudiced reader can surely doubt the
meaning of the lessons which onr Lord in-
tended to teach us on these oceasions, and
which oughl to preserve us from exaggerating

, thedignity which belongs to Mary of Nazareth.

condact as well as his own direct words are |
aitesly cpposed to any such religious regard.
Thozgh Christ always treated her with dutiful |
Tespeey, yet hie would seem studiously to have
aveided disudnguishing ber with anr very -

Manse of 1.°Orignal, April, 1863.

# X Pravsr—0 Lord, remove our idleness,
that we may seck thee! our ignomance that we
may know thee : our unbelief that we may

10v¢ thee "—Rishop Hall,
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PRINCIPAL LEITCH'S VALEDICTORY ADDRESS TU THE MEDICAL
GRADUATES OF QUEEN'S COLLEGE,

27t Marcn, 1863.—THE NUMBER OF GRADUATES Was 25.

GenTLEKEN,~I have to congratulate you on
having this day achieved the object of your
ambition, and secured for yourselves a place
among the- gradustes of Queen's University.
You are now members of a learned and honor-
sble profession. A carcer of usefulness and
credit is open to you: but success is to be
gmned only by industry, perseverance, and
moral worth. It is only after a hard struggle
you can secure a position as & successful pby-
sician; but then you have the satisfaction of
knowing that merit, in your profession, is
usually rewarded with success; and this per-
haps holds good of the medical profession more
than any other. The medicel man who ought
to nise 1s usually the one who does rise in bis
profession. No doubt in this profession, as well
as others, men of the highest excellence fuil to
attain that position to which they are entitled ;
but, as & genersl rule, in medical practice the
best man attains ultimately the best position.

There are two clements requisite to gain suc-
cess—professional talent, and personal worth.
As 10 the former, I am glad to say that your
examiners report that, as a whole, you have
acquitted yourselves in o highly creditable man-
ner, and that, on no former occasions, were
there so many entitled to special marks of ap-
probation.

This augurs well for your own success, as
well as the clevation of the medical profession
1m Ganada. But let me remind you that the
finishing of your College coufse is not the com-
pletion of your scicntific knowledge. The
knowledge you have acquired, and the train-
g you have enjoyed, at College, arc only
mtended to ennble you to pursue more cof-
ficiently your future scicntitc studies. The
greal attraction of the medica. profession con-
sists in its being a science as well as aon art,
Were it merely an art—a system of rules and
prescriptions—it would lose its charm. But
the great atraction is that the art is based on
the science; and the more profound a man is 1n
the science, the more likely is he to practice
the art with success.  There is no higher enjoy-
wment, and none betler caleulated to expand
and elevate the wind, than the tracing of the
conucction of causes and effects, and, by a pro-
cess of induction, evolving law from an aceu-
mulation of isolated facts. In no profession is
there greater scope for this enjoyment than m
the medical. The medieal practitioner has
constant opportunity for this philosophic induc-
tion, aund the man who neglects his opportuuity
denies himsell the decpest source of pleasure
which his profession is czlculated to affond.
1t is not at all surpsising that so many n this
country shonld devote themselves to the inedi-
cal profession, tiiough so many opemngs in
trade and agriculture ave presented in which
there is much greater prospect of emolument.
You are right in judging that the mere amount
of money 10 be gained is not the ground on
which a profession should e selected, even
though you nimed oaly at this world'a enjoy-

ment. You may select & poor profession, but
if that profession gires you more emjoyment
than the most successful business, you have
gained your object. The great secret of hap-
piness is to make our daily duties the sources
of pleasure. But how often is the most success-
ful business felt to be only wearisome toil : and
the man, overlonded withits care, can find bap-
piness only by escaping from its pressure? A
maa with & congemal profession, though poor,
| extracts happiness from his daly work : and
your profession, though one of great toil, 15 pre~
eminently one of great sciemtific epjoyment
The whole field of natural science is embraced
by your professional studics, and in every
! department hove medical men gained distine-
!tion. In s pew country especially, where men
of science cannot live without & profession, the
 progress of science must acpend greatly upgn
the efforts of medical men. This University
expeets of you, not merely that you should cre-
ditably fulfil the duties of & physician, but that
you should do someswhat to advancee thic boun-
daries of science. . To do this, it will be neces-
sary tc keep abreast of the medical science of
the day, and acquaint yourselves, as far as your
means admit, with the researches of learned
socictics. Your time may be very much ab-
sorbed by your practice; but if you have 2
genuine love for science, you will find thatnt
will gather up tiic fragments of time and turn
them to account. The most valuable works
on medical scicnce have been usually written
by men absorbed n the practice of ther pro-
fession. Mcdical men dependent on their daily
practice have even distinguishied themselves 1o
. branches beyond their own,special sphere  The
. discoverer of the new planct Vulean is o village
practitioner in France: but out of his hard-
. earned savings be found moncy 1o crect an
Observatory, and saved sufliciert time to sesu-
unize the heavens, so that he was the first 2o
discover a planct winch many eager eyes were
i quest of.  Agun, one of the best practical
astronomers on tus continent is a physician
engaged in the daily il of 2 country practics
Although the telescope is Somewhat beyond the
sphere of @ medical man, the microscepe is ao*
0, and this instrument will form an unfa’ling
source of plcasure, and useful researck  Ivie
now an almost wadispensable instrument o aay
medical man wiro wishes to stand in tie fare
most ranks of his profession  In the dingnasis
of diseaseitisineaiunble ; and some of i1# reve-
lauons in this Tespect are not only useful byt
possessed of surpassing beauty. Take farex-
ample the crysials formed from secreliors :u‘:d
+ characteristic of certain morbid states of the
) system. Nothing can be wmore exquisitely bean-
} tifol than somv of these crystals viewed by
s polarized light.  But the beauty gives way o
s the saentific interest, when we kaow thar the
1 angle of n crystal invisihle to the naked eve,
+ and recealing its internal structure by the hues
of polarised light, is-an almost infalliblc index
l of ceriain- diseased - affcctons - of; tre S¥4csa.

-
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it is this unexpected light derived from one
department of science, and shed upon ancther,
that constitutes much of the charm of scientific
research. The microscope, while of immediate
benefit 10 you in your profession, will open up
to you & new world of inexhaustible research
and delight. The instructions you may have
received during last winter in the use of the
microscope will enable you to make indepen-
dent researches, and probably to add to the
stores of human knowledge.

1 have spoken of strictly professional accomn-

plishments : I now turn to personal character as
an essential element to success. How often are
medical men chosen simply on the ground of
persenal character ? Few who employ s physi-
cian can test hig skill, and consequently in
making a choice they are often decided mainly
by those qualities which attract and inspire
confidence. The man endowed with kind sym-
pathetic feelings, good sense, quiet gentlemanly
manners, and general intelligence, will gene-
rally be preferred, even though he may not be
superior in strictly professional skill. The
public are not to be blamed for this. .They are
led by an instinct which is based on a sound
principle, viz., that there is an important cura-
tive 1nfluence in simply moral and mental
influences. The rational science of medicine
bas learned much, even from empiricism, in
this respect. The nostrums of the quack have
oftenproduced undoubted cures,but thismore fre-
quently from the influence of the empiric than
from any ri.tue in the drugs he employs. But
as astronomy i3 much indebted for its advances
to the delusions of astrology, so rationa: medi-
cioe has learned much from pure empiricism.
And one of the most important lessons is, that
this moral influence on the mind of the patient
is a legitimate curative influence. Therc isa
dietetics of the body, but also g dietetics of the
mind; and the accomplished physician will
negirct neither. A medical man only uses half
the {. .Juence in his power who neglects to put
himse.f en rapport with the minds of his patients,
instead of looking upon the body as a mere
pbysical mschine, requiring only material ap-
pliances. A man with Kirdly gentle sympatbhy,
snd a considerate regard for the feclings of
others, will be more likely to exercise o salo-
tary influence than the man who acts with
stolid official indifference.

Yoo will be placed in circumstances some-
times where, over & wide district, you may be

the only person who hag received a learned |

education. The opportunity should not be lost
of spreading around you those civilizing in-
finences which leatning is calculated to exer-
cise.  Familiarity with buman suffering and
death-bed scencs is supposed sometimes to have
2 tendency to make the heart callons and indif-
ferent. Batitis potso. No doubt vivid emo-
tion passes soon away even in the most kindly
hearts, bat it orly merges into practcal bene-
volence. And this is well cxemplificd in the
physician. Thero is generally no class who
sacrifice more for suffering humarnity. How
many a long journey iz made through the snows
of Canada to relieve some poor sufferer, for
which no remuneration can be expected but
that of gratitude, o7 the reward of & gocd con-
sc'ence? But you never lose by such acts of
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| benevolence. Your purse may nothe heavier, but
| your heart is lighter. The consciousness of mah-
ing sacrifices for others is itself a great reward.

You have during your course of study enjoyed
great advantages for the prosecution of your
studies. It is seldom that a medical school is
so favourably situated. The Provincial Peni-
teatiary affords unusual facilities. The Rock-
wood Lunatic Asylum, with the prelections of
its courteous and accomplished Governor, is no
ordinary advantage. As to the Kingston Hos-
pital, I have much pleasure in seizing this
opportunity of gratefully acknowledging the
| great boon which John Watkins, Esq., has con-

ferred on the Medical Faculty of this College
by the new wing which is now completed.
The operating theatre, serving for a clinical
lecture room and a chapel, is found admirably
fitted for its intended purposes, and the new
wards will be of essential service, especially
in accommodating paying patients for whom
there was formerly no adequate accommoda-
tion. Thesame gentleman, with an enlightened
liberality, which ought to be more generally
imitated in Canads, hes also bestowed a well-
timed gift on the Botanicsl Society for the
benefit of the Botanical Garden.

1t is with much plessure that I allude to the
circumstance that on our staff of professors and
lecturers wo number two graduates of this Uni-
versity, who, as students, acquired much dis-
tinction. This is as it ought to be, and now
we are under no obligation to go beyond the
circle of our own graduates to fill up any
vacancics that may occur. The soomer that
, Canada is dependent on her own resources for
filling up academic and other situstions, the
more rapid will her progress be.

1t has been this year deemed proper to insti-
tute four Fellowships, one in each of the Facul-
ties of Medicine, Law, Theology, and Arts. The
object of the Fellowships is “o attack the more
distinguished studentsto the Gollege for a year
or two after their studies are completed. At
present, the Fellewships will b2 purelr hone-
rary, but they are estsblished in the hope that
they may yet bo endowed, so that a graduate,
after finishing his education bere, may have the
opportunity of visiting Earopean Universities,
ond returning with the accomplishments of the
old and new world. Thero is a fair prospect
of one of these Fellowships being endowed,
and I trust that the endowment of one will lead
| to the endowment of the others.

Nothing bas yet been done for the purpose
of protecting the profession from the licensing
of incompetent practitioners. Eack school
i has its own standard, and the rivalry that
{ exists tends rather to produce quantity thsn
, quality. Itisa hard thing for one institution
, to attempt to clevate the standard whea the
; same practical advantages are offered by others
, With a lower standard.  Some body similar to
| the Medical Council of England is imperatively
{ required. This body does not license medical
practitioners. It only licenses the schools en-
titled to license practitioners, and it docs not,
therefore, recognise the diplomas of schools
which do not give an adequate curriculum.
; Such a body, impartially constitated, would Lie

of incalculable benefit to the medical profession
| ef Canada.

—— -
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It would not be an unrcasonable concession
were the medical graduates of Canedian Uni-
versities entitled to registration in England,
ard the consequent right to practice there, on
these Universities adjusting their curriculum
to the requirements of the Medical Council.
This would require au imperial Act of Parlia-
ment, and little hope of this cap, in the mean-
time, be entcrtained. The practical disadvan-
tage in the case of graduates of thns University
is, however, not of a serious character, as they
have only to present their diploms at the Royal
Collige of Surgeons, London, and undergo an
examination not more severe than those they
have alresdy passed, to secure the right to prac-
tice in England, and hold sny situation in the
public service.
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I would in behalf of the Botaunical Soc.cty
{ and the meseum of Queen’s College solicit yout
kind services. The connection with your Alma
Mater will be kept up by sending papers to the
one and contributions of specimens to the other
In this way you will most effectually extend
our knowledge of the natural history of Capada
{ and its varied resources.
i now, in the pame of this University, bid
! you farewell, with our best wishes, and with
I the sanguine hope that your future carcer will
1 not belie the early promise of your student
days. May your career be prosperous. May
{ you enjoy the respect of your fellow men, and
i the blessing of God, through life, and when
* you come to die may you bave the couscious-
. ness that you have not lived in vain.

The Ghurel of Scofland.

TBE SABBATH-SCHOOLS OF THE
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

By the last AnnualReport there are inconnec- |

tion with onr 1215 churchesand chapels, 1746
Sabbath-schools in active operation. These
sckools were teught by 11,350 teschers. The
eversge attendance for the vear was 115,427,
The number on the roil, when the reporis were
given in, was 130,478, and the total number
entered during the preceding year was 149,751,
Those conversant with schools, whether day-
schools or Sabbath-schools, are aware that the
number upon the roil is the best test of the
attendsnce; and go we have the very satisfac-
tory fact upon this point that, in 1862, 130,478
children were recciving religiousinstruction in
the Sabbath-schools of the Gharch. Further,
it is stated by the Committee thet itis their
conviction that there are not more than 40 con-
gregstions belonging to our communion; that
have npot availed themselves of this the best
of all the agencies of the Church for the
planting ard resring up in its members the
seeds of Cbristian truth. ¢ M .
The Ghurch bas during the 1ast cleven years

had anincreascof attendance upon its Sebbath- !

schools of nearly 5000 = year.

It is inieresung 0 compare these returns |

with the returns of other churches in Scotland
cogaged in this work. Fram the census statis-
tics of 1851 we learn that the number upon
the roll of the Free Church Sabbath-schools
was 91,328. The United Presbyterisg Church
had st that time upon its tol! 54,324
was no detziled report to the Pree Church As-

sembly last year upon this subject. bat a com-

maittee was instructed to report to the Assembly
of 1663. The last return of which we have
evideace in regard to the Free Church Sabbath-
schoolsis in 1857, when the average atteadance
was 50,620. For that vear the average atien-
dance upon ouT schrols wrs 85,524, The returns
10 the United Preshyierian Srnod last vear gate
the attendance at their Sabbath-schools as
71635, and gt ministers” Rible-classes 27,618
—total. 92,249 It is not stated in the report

whether these are the numbess of avemage

There |

y atiendance, the numbers on the roll, or the
whole entered for the year. This, it will be
seen from our own reports, will make a differ-
cace of several thousands. We may assume.
{ however, that they are the numbers on the

roll. From the number reported there falls
to be deducted the propurtion for their schools
in Eagland and Ireland. In the United Pres-
byterian denomination there are 542 charges,
{ of these 80 are not in Scotland. If we maske,
{ then, the required deduction for them, tlere
| rem=in 78,633 receiving Sabbsth-school in-
struction from the Gnited Presbyterian Church
1t is thus gratifying to know 2hat, while other
Cbhurches are doing their part in this cminently
Christian educational enterprise, the Church of
Scotland—a. is due from its numbers, its posi-
tion, its infloence—is teking the lead ia our
couetry in this great work.

The first feature of Sabbatl-schools for which
we claim, from all who caa give them, sym-
pathy and support, is that they are and should
be within each congregation s model Christian
orgapization. They combine at once the ad-
vantages and characteristics of the Christian
family and the Chnstian Church. They bave
the personal instruction of the one znd the
! pastoral supervision 2nd ministration of the
other. A rnightly-organized, well-taught Sab-
. bath-schosl is at once an cnlarged Christian
family and a miniatcre Christian Cbhusrch.
There is an opportunity preseated by it, such
as is afforded by no other psrt of congrega-
tional work, of showing what 2 social Christian
organization should be. The kindiy infivencs
: of minister and iexcher, the precioas vital trothe
of the divine Spinit, the discipline of afection
that rales in a Sabbath-school,—all these—
the best and highest charactenstics of a true
Christian organization,—msy be exemplified 1
a Savbtath-school 25 is scarceis now to be
scen in any other of our modern institutions
From cvery one who desires to sce Christian
heasts succeed in the cffort to diffase, in ov-
segial svstem, Chnistian intelhigence—to bind
{he community by the sweoet and blissful ties o
Christian sTrupathy, and centre vouthful asp:-
ralion upon heaven and Chnst and God——Sat-
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bath-schools should receive countenance and
help. They possess all the best characteristics
of what is good and true in our times; and
every one who loves his country and his
God, and desires the success of what will
advance amongst us nationa! piety and Chris-
tian truth, may, with fervour and with fa®*"
raise to the throne of grace the prayer—May
God bless and prosper our Sabbath-schoools !

But further, we claim support for our Sab-
bath-schools as the true nurseries of the Church.

Itis now a fact confirmed beyond dispute, that !

from our Sabbath-schools we draw our best
ministers’ classes ;ifrom our ministers’ classes we
draw ounr best Sabbath-schiool teachers; and
from our Sabbeth-school teachers’ and minis-
ters’ classes there come those whom every
minister has most pleasure and confidence in
admitting to the membership of the Church.
Further, there are nore in sny congregation
whom a minister finds more ready to co-opesate
with him ia the achievement of any good
Christisn work thar his Sabbath-school teach-
ers, and those whom he has trained and helped
and taught onthrough the advancing stages of
s Ssbbath Christian education. 1If, then, he
membership of our Church is to be supptied
with tribatary streams, wc must guard =nd
guide the fountains that shall feed it—Record.

CHURCH PRESENTATION.

The Town Council of Aberdeen (the patrons)
have, in accordance with the wishes of the con-
gregation, unanimously agreed to present the
Rev. Joseph Headerson, of the Abbey Church,
Arbroath, to the cburch and parish of Grey-
friars, Aberdeen ; and the Presbytery of Aber-
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deen have sustained the presentation, and
taken the initiatory steps towards the induct-
ion.—Glasgow Herald,

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND RECORD.

We are happy to observe that the Journal of
l the parent church has increased its circulation
during the past year frum 5000 to upwards of
15000; and we also notice with pleasure that
the different Schemes of the Church havean in-
terest in the profits which may accrue from
the sale of the Record.

SaxApA.~—On Friday, the 6th ult., the Estab-
lished Presbytery of Dumfrics met in the New
Church, and ordained the Rev. Mr. Burnet, late
agsistant in St. Michael's Church, to the minis-
try in Canada.

Grascow.—The Rev. A. H. Charteris, of
Newabbey, Dumfrics, has accepted a czll to
i Park Church, Glasgow, vacant by the appoint-

ment of the Rev. Jokn Caird, D.D., to the
Chair of Divinity in the University of Glas-
gO.

PaisLey~—The Presbytery of Paisley has
inducted the Rev. Peter Menzies, of Meybule,
to the pastorate of the High Church and parist,
Paisley.

The Home and Foreign Missionary Record
of the Church of Scotland has the following -

On Friday, 6th March, the established Pres-
bytery of Dumfries met in the New Church,
and ordained the Rev. 3r. Burnet, late assis-
tant in St. Michael's Church, to the ministry in
Canads.

@bituary of fhe Jllustrions,

The following names belong to Christen-
dom rather than to any particular denomi-
nation of the church. It has pleased the
Master, whom they so nobly served, recently
to remove them from the sphere in which
they have been shining upon carth to the
firmament of the just made perfect inheaven,
there to shine more brightiy still, toshine as
stars for ever. From the Work of the
Christian Chaurch we extract the following
notices :—

Eopwaap Ronixsoy.

Twis abie scholar, 2ad, while he lived, the
&rst authonty upon Bibliel geography, died

at New York on the 27th of January, aged sixty- ,

nine. Ris death will be Jamented as much in
Eagrope as America ; his wnitings enmmanded
the respeet of Biblical scholars over the globe.
It is throzgh the New World not the Old that
the Palestine of the psst has been rescued for
ke present, and whatever Ribhical topography
may do to clucidate the Kible, will be greatly
owed to the cminent and simf le-tanded Ameni-
cen Professor.  He was the son of an Indepen-

dent minister, and born at Southington, Con
necticut, in 1794.
Rcoovrrg Stizn.

Tuis eminent divine died suddenly of para-
lysig of the brain, at Eisleben, on the morning
of the 17th December, 1862, ot the age of sixty.
The previous day be pursted his usual avoca-
tions, and retired to his room between nine zad
tea. An hour after he was found prostrate on
the floor, and neither conscicusness nor lan-
guage baving returned, he went to his cternal
rest at one o'clock in the morning. His desth
is 2 great loss to the Evangelical Church and
to Theological Science. There is no doubt
that Sticr was one of the first expositors of
Scripturc,and that he exerted a most beneficial
and in, ottant influence on exegetical study
and theological thought. His great work on
the ‘Words of the Lord Jesus,' is known and
valucd throughout evangelical Chnistendom,
and men of the most various scheols are one in
j their admiration of the comprehensive erudition,
{ the manly sigour of thought, the child-like
« faith, and the spiritual insight and cxperieace
; which chamcterize this commentary, Stier was

. pra-cmminently a Kiblical theologian . the Bible
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was the element in which he lived, snd in all
his expositions we feel that we are listening to
one who has obtained a wonderfully clear and
deep insight into the mighty and harmonious
organism of the Word of God. A diligent and
conscientious critic, he entered with a candid
mind into the difficulties and objections of the
negative school in its various shades ; but never
left out of view the spiritual and practical
element in which alone can be found the key
to open the rich treasury of the Word. It was
his deep Christiar experience, and his reverence
for tue teaching of the Spirit in the living
Charch of God, which enabled him to penetrate
so deeply into the full and ever-new meaning
of the divine Word. Free from sectarianisn
and narrowness, as well as scholastic pedantry
and esoteric exclusiveness, he had a pecaliar
gift of recognizing the Christian element, where
sadly obscured and mixed; and his quotations
from the mystics, Church Fathers, and the
practical devotional literature of all countries
and Church denominations are the best testi-
mony to the catholicity of his mind, and the
largeness of his heart and sympathies.

Lrxax Beecazr.

Ox the 10th of Jauuary, died the Rev. Lyman
Beecher, D.D., at the advanced age of 87 years.
He was one of the most distinguished preachers
of the United States in the preseat ceniury. A
native of New Haven, Connecticut, he was
-educated at Yale College, which is one of the
1003t renowned literaryinstitutions of Americs;
was first settled 25 & pastor, eleven years, at
East Hampton, on Long Island, N. Y.; then
sixtcen years at Litchfield, Connecticut; next
six yeers at Boston; afterwards, he was for
tweaty vears Professor of Theology in Lane
Seminary, st Cincinnati, Ohic. The last ten
years of his life were passed at Boston and
Brooklyn, without pastoral charge, but he
preached ss ofien as his strength would permit.
In thelast-named place, and near to his favour-
ite son, the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, he spent
bis last years; his powers of body and mind
gradually wasting away, till the flickering
flame died in the socket. Rather below than
above the medium height, and having & person
that had nothing striking about it, save an eye
of siagular depth, size and brilliancy, and pos-
sessing no particular advantages of voice, Dr.
Beecher, by the penefrating natare of his mind,
by the richpess of his imagination, and a ready
command of language—but not with great
nicety of pronunciation—was 2 most eective
spesker both in the pulpit and on the platform.
He was o grest preacher :n his best days,
especially among & New England people;
sensible, well-educated, and acate. No man
ever did more to break down the stronghold of
Unitsrianismo in Boston than he did daring the
short period of five or six years which he spent
there—bailding ap three new end strong
Churches in that short period. No man ander-
stood better than ke how to blend the rigour of
Jogic with the most tender and melting appeals
to the affections. His maaner was altogether
his own-—at lesst until some of his sons, and »

few others, almost robbed him of it. Tt had |,
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became ministers of the Gospel,and all but one
are still living, as are all the daughters.

THE DEPARTED.

They are all gone into a world of light ;
And I alone sit lingering here!

Their very memory is fair and bright,
And my sad thoughts doth clear.

It glows and glitters in my cloudy breast,
Like stars upon some gloomy grove,

Or those faint beams in which this hill is drest
After the sun’s remove.

I see them walking in an air of glory,
Whose light doth trample on my days—
My days which are at best bat dull and hoary,
Mere glimmering and decays.

O holy hope znd high humility!
High as the heavens above!
These are your walks, and you have showed
. them me,
To kindle my cold love.

Dear besuteous Death! the Jewel of the Just!
Shining nowhere but in the dark,

What mysteries do lie beyond thy dust,
Could man outlook that mark!

He that hath found some fledged bird's nest
may know
At first sight if the bird be 8owa ;
But what fair dell or grove he sings in ncw,
That is to him unknown.

And yet as angels, in some brighter dresms,
Call to the sonl when man doth sleep,
So some strange thoughts transcend oar wont-
ed themes,
Aund into glory peep.

If s star were confined inito & tomb,
Ber captive flames mmust needs barn there ;
But when the hand that locked her up gives
T00m
She'll shine through all the sphore.

O Father of Eterns! Life, and all
Created glorious uader Thee,

Resume thy Spirit from this world of thrall
Into true Liberty!

Bither ﬁdlilspcrse these mist3 which biight and

My perspective still as they pass; -
Or clse remove me bence unto that hill,
Where I shall aeced no glass.

Hzxar Vateaax: born 1621, dieg 1695.
—Churck of Scotlard Record.

¢ Avruicrion.—Every bird can sing in a clear
heaven, in a temperate spring : that one is most
commended that siogs merry notesin the midst
of & shower, orin the dead of winter. He

| never looked over the threshold of hesven

that cannot more rejoice that he shall be glo-
rious than moura heis at present misersble.”—

seven sons and four daughters. Al of his sons | Bishop Hall.
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Hetos of the Churches.

PUNJAUB MISSIONARY CONFERENCE.
Tue Conterence met in the end of December.

There were present thirty-three ministers con- : s
o PR . s oyt + completed by the cnd of 1864 ;' and the Lordon
nected with six different bodie¢s of Christians. - Congregational Cbapel-Build’ing Society re-

Eleven, including two chaplains, were of the
Church of Epgland; three, including one

gregational Chapel-Building Society report

- that ¢ no fewer than 300 memorial chapelshave

chaplain, of the Church of Scotland; ten -
American Presbyterians, and one native mis- .

siopary of the same communiecw; three of the

American Methodist Episccpal Church; four -

American Baptists, and one 11dependent. The

Rajah of Kuppoorthullab, Sir H. B. Edwardes, .

Sir stooert Montgomery, D. F. M‘Leod, Esq.,
C. B, Financial Commissioner’for the Punjaub,
and many other laymen, were also present as
members.

been opened, commenced, or projected to be

ports that they have been enabled to pxteqd
the interests of the denomination meterially in
London.

The Home Missionary Society, whose object
is to preach the gospel among the spiritualls
destitute parts of England, has been extend'ag
i*s agency, and, as appears from iis last quar-
terly report, has now 160 agents snd evan-
gelists, being an increase of fifty evangelists, in

" two yeara. Thesc evangelistsare generaliy pious

Un Thursday morning, the last day of the

Cenference, the chair was occupied by Sir
Herbert Edwardes. An essay on inter-mission
dizcipline, by the Rev. Mr. Taylor, was, in his
absence, read by -the Rev. Mr. Paterson. The
essay was clear and practical. 3Mr. Newton
was requested to read his essay before discus-
sion took place. This essay was chiefiy of a
tentative character. It setout with the fact that

union was desirable, and that smalgamations .

between churchies had taken place in England,
Scotland, France, Australia, Canada, America,
Prussia, and elsewhere. The swriter then
sketched onc or two ways in which be consi-

dered union practicabie. The general inference

was, that it wonld be best to return to the first
principles of the Bible and apostoiic times.
The basis of the Catholic Church aimed at
should be bruad and iiberal, and in every way

cotncident with that of the great Invisible .

Church. He considernd that when the native
Churct: in India should stand alone, union
might be accumplished.

intelligent, devoted working men, who receive
a salary of G0/ and 70l a year: two thirds
being raised in the localities where they labour
by couniry associations cooperating with the
lHome Missionary Society, which pays the other
third. They are under approsed local super-
intendence, and visit seven hoursa day, besides
bolding cottage prayer-meetings, open-ail
meetings in the summer, and otherwise spread-
ing the truths of the Gospel.

The work of Paris evangelisution wants
hands, every evangelis’, whether a volunreer
or salaried agent, is overwhelmed with the
work ; doors stand opco—some in the most
uncxpected places—and but little oppesitioz
from without. Frequently the question is put
whether the speaker is in league withthe Pej
and when he preseats the Book which the Pope
prohibits in Rome, they are satisfied and seize
it gladiz. Onc of the five evangelists, support-

. ¢d by the committee formed of vazicus deriomina-

The natives do not |

«nderstand all our differences, and wouid .

readily embrace any scheme of union.
caly difhculties would be from withont. But
were missionarics prepared for such asiep ?

The |

Moust of them in India were men of liberal |

views, and oppusition neced scarceily be expect-
ed frows this quarter cither, and if so, whs
should not this grand idea be realised ? At
present, however, it was oniy possible to adepe
measares for future wnion.
wardes remarked that these essays were writ-
ten on accountof the fact that disunion among
chiarches did exist. This was a matter fur deeje
regret , but thefrery object of the Conference
was to promote union and brotherly love.*

St Herbert Ed-

tivns, las bLrought fifty-seven persons to 2
saving knowledge of Clurist, forty-twocf whom
were 1. aan Catholics. We have twwo or three
Bible-women at work.

A jpetitiun, cuvered with about 30,000 s.gna-
tures of ladies of France, is being sent to the
Queen of Spain, fur the Lberation of Matame-
ras, and our other brethren in bonds. Macy
Roman Catholics have eagerly signed it. An
wnteresting meeting was heid an Pans oo tle
subject, in wkich details were given that pra-
dence forbids to pubiish, it is, however, afact,
that the guspel continucs to adsance there, and
that hearis are prepared to receive 2 LF the

attention that the persccutions excite.
t

The Congregational body have raised nearly '

200,900, by their Bicentenary mosement, for
he building of chapels and the cstablishment
of nrw interests, na well as the erection of &
Memorial Hall in Londor. The English Con-

dian Presbyterians think, when they sce around
them the varicty of Presbyterian scets with
hardly a common sense reason for their not
being one church 7—Ed.

* What must the rising generstion of Cana- |

|

In [taly, the contest between the cisil ani
temporal power assumes larger importance. It
will be remembered that some short time age
about 10,000 of the Roman Catholic clerg, of
1taly sigeed 2 memorial to the Pope, reqaest-
ing him, in the interests of Italy and of the
Church, to give uphis claim to temporsl pewer
The answer to that memorial hrs beea an
cncyclical letter from Rome, adressed to ali
Italian bishops, enjoining them to deprive alt
clergymen who signed it of the right of confesz-
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ing penitents. But the civil anthorities are not | persons, bishops, or others, who may have in-
disposed to submitin silence to this interference | troduced that letter into the kingdom, or
with the subjects of Victor Emmanuel; and | executed its provisiuns, or cuntributed 1n avy
instructions have been issued 1o prosccute all | way to its circulation.

Chlbren's Corner,

——

CHILDREN'S PRAYERS.
“ MoTHER, i5 it ncarly bed-time ?
For I feel so sick and ill.
Help, undress me, mother—kiss me,
For my hands are weak and chill.

* Must I say my prayers, dear mother ?
I am weary, [ am sad.”

* Prayers to God, my child, will ever
Make thy wearied heart grow glad.”

Then he slept, and guardian angels,
In his dreams, were kovering nigh :
* This child prayeth,” they were saying,
“ And bis prayers arc heard on high.

 Therefore, we are sent from heaven,
To watch o'er him in his sleep,

And to bear him up hereafter
Where the righteous cease to weep.”

Prayers, dear children, at your bedside
Send all evil dreams away;
If the night be dark and dreary,

Prayers will bring eternal day.
E.IILT.

THE MORXNING OF JOY.

Yeos! it shall be well at morning,—
'Tis the promise, strong and true.

Mcekly bear thy earthly burdes,
With our Lord and heaven in vigw.

Yes! it can be well at morning,—
Heavenly wisaom knoweth bow;

Though to human sight are failing
Every hope and comfort now.

Yes! it must be we.! ot morning ;
For His flock, within the fold,
Al the truth and m.ght of Jesus
Have been guaranteed to hold.

Yes! it will be well at morning,—
Faith has mrde this truth thine own,—
And thy pilgrimage of sorrow
Must be leading to the throne.

Morning! loved and looked-for morning !
Moraing of eternal light!

Thou wilt chase these clouds of trouble,
Thou wilt cad the gloom of night!

THE BIBLE PICTURE BOOK.
LUKE X.

We see before us the interior of alowly
cottage. There are only three people within.
Let us look attentively at them, and observe
their different occupations.

There, at the one end of the room, reclining
on a couch, is one whose countenance we have
already often secn in our New Testament dio-
rama—the Lord Jesus. At His feet sitsa woman,
apparently absorbed in listening to the words
which Heis addressing to her.

How beautiful she is!  Look at her! Hersoft
dark eyes are fixed on Jesus, whilst tears of joy
sparkle inthem.  Yet a sweet, peaceful smile
plays round ber mouth, giving usthe assurance
that the words of Jesus have brought the peace
of GGod into her heart.

There is still one other person inthe room, and
that, too, a woman. She is busily occupied in
setiing ont the evening meal on a small round
table, whicl is placed in the centre of the room.
She, tao, is looking at the Lord Jesus, and ap-
parcntly making some remark to Uim. She
bears a strong resemblance to the woman who
is sitting at the feet of Jesus; but her expres-
sion is troubled as if something were harassing
and fretting ler.

1 daresay you have already found out the sub-
ject of our picture—Mary syting at the feet of
Jesus.  Yes, this lowly cotiage 1s the abode of
Mary, Marthe, and theic brother Lazarus, in
the quiet villageof Bethany, which is about two
miles from Jerusalem, and situaied on the cast-
crn slope of the Mount of Olives, deriving its
name (which means the house of dates) from
the number of dete palins which cluster around
1.

Jesus loved the little village, and, when tired
with the day’s labours, would oftca seek some
quict bours with His friends in tae lowliy cot-
tage. And there we sce Him: He is addressiug
to Mary the words of everlasting life, telling
her, perhaps, as He one day told His discipies,
that yet alittle while, and the world would
sce Him no longer; but she would sec Him;
and that because e lived, she would live
also.

And look at Mury as she sits and listens to
these blessed words, These tears may be caused
by the thought that cxe long she will see her
Lord and Master only by the eve of faith, while
that peaceful smile may be produced by the
blessed assurance, that because He lived, she
should live also.

She is suddenly roused from her meditations
by the voice of her sister Marths; whom we see
preparing the supper inanother part of the room.
It was to the Lord Jesus that Martha spoke.
¢ Lord,' she said, ‘ dost Thou not care that my
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sister bath left me toserve alone ? bid her there-
fore that she help me.) And Jesus answered
and said unto her, ¢ Martha, Martha, thou art
careful and troubled about many things; but
one thing is need/ul : and Mary hath chosen the
good part which shall not be taken away from
ker/!

Ab, yes, Martha loved Jesus, and cumbered |

herself to do Him honour; but she had not
found true peace to her soul, just because she
had not, like Mary, brought all her cares and
trouvles to Jesus, and sat at His feet and learn-
ed of Him.

One thing, Jesus says, is needful, and what :

131t? Not riches, nor friends, nor any worldly
pleasure, butto sit at the feet of Jesus and learn
of Him.

Oh, how pieasant it is to sit there! True, we
csnnot, like Mary, see Jesus, nor hear Him spesk
in the body ; but the eye of faith can see Him,
and the ear of faith can hear His gracious
words.

Little children, try if you cannot retire into .
the quiet of your own room, open your Bible -
at this very chapter, sit at thec feet of Jesus, !

pray for the Holy Spirit to teach you to under-

stand what you read, and enable you with the ;

ear of faith to hear Jesus saying to you, ‘ One

thing is needful: choose you the goed part |

which shall not be taken awvay from you!

And be assured, if in all your Bible readings
you place yourself at the feet of Jesus, and from
your heart utter this short prayer, ‘O Holy
Spirit, dwell in my heart, and teach me to
understand what 1 read, for Christ’'s sake,

rou will, like Mary, learn to think there is no |

pleasure in the world to be compared to

sitting at the feet of Jesus, and ¢listening to -
the gracious words that proceed from His -

mouth’
Is it not 2 sad thought that there arc many

people in the world, who would sooner sit any- .

where than “at the feet of Jesus, who do not
love to listen to Him, nor cver think about
Him? Yes, and many children 100, who think
itis a very dull thing to be always talking
and thinking about Jesus, and who care far

more for pleasing themselves than for pleasing |

God.

But may you, my dear children, choose, like
Mary, the good part; and then I am sure that,
whatever happens to you in life, you will
possess one joy that nothing can take away from
you.—Christian Treasury. .

THE CHILD AND THE BIBLE.

A LITTLE GIRL, nine years of age, was offcred
a3 a witness against a prisoner who was on

irial for a felony committed in her father's

house.

‘Now, Emily,’ said the counsel for the pri-
soner upon her being offered as & xitness, ¢1
desire to know if you understand the nature of
an oath?”

‘1 don't know what you mean,” was the sim-

ple answer.
‘There, your honour, said thecounsel,address-

ing the Court, ‘isanything further necessary to

demonstrate the validity of my objection? Tlus
witness should berejected. She does not com-
prebend the nature of an oath.
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‘Let me see, said the judge. ¢ Come here,
nmy daughter.

Assured by the hind manrner and tone of the
judge, the clild stepped forward to Lim, look-
ing confidingly up in his face with a calm, clear
eye, and in o manner so artless and frank, that
it went straight to the heart.

¢Did you ever take an oath ? inquired the
i judge.

t The little child stepped back with a look of
horror, and the red blood mantled ina blush all
over her face and neck as she answered—

¢ No, sir.’

She thought he intended to inquire if she had
i ever blasphemed.

‘T do nut mean that,’ said the judge, who saw
her mistake ; ‘] mean, were youever a witness
before ¥

¢ No, sir, I was never in court before,” was the
ADSWer.

He harded her the Bible open.

¢ Do you know that book, my daughter ?’

She looked 2t it,and answered, * Yes, sir; it is
the Bible.

¢ Do you ever read it ?" he asked. *

¢ Yes, sir, every evening.

¢Can rou tcil me whatthe Bible is ?" inguired
+ the judge.

‘1t is the word of the great God, she
answered.

¢ Well, place your bhand upon this Bible, and
listen to what I say; and he repeated slowly
the oath usually administered to witnesses.

i *Now,’ said the judge, ‘you have sworn a3
© g witness; will you tell me what will befal you,
" if you do not tell the truth ?

‘1 shall be shut up in the State prison,” an-
swered the child,

¢ Anything clse 7" asked the judge.

: ¢ shall never go to heaven,’ she replied.
i ¢ How do vou know this? asked the judge
again.

The child took the Bible, and, turning rapid-
. 1¥;to the chapter containing the commandments,
pointed to the injunction, ¢ * Thou shalt not bear
false witness against thy neighbour ;™ Ilearned
that before I could read.’

t Has any one talked to you about vour bieing
s witness in court against this man? inquired
‘ the judge.

tYes, sir, she replied, ‘my mother heard
they wanted me to be & witness, and Iast night
she called me to her room and asked me to tell
! her the ten commandments; and then we
kneeled down togethber, and she prayed that
" might understand bow wicked it was to bear
. false witness against my neighbour, and that
God would help me, a little child, to tell the
truth as it was before Him. And whenl came
up here with mother, she kissed me and told
me to remember the ninth commandment, and
that God would hear cvery word that is said.'
¢Do you believe this ?* acked the judge, while
a tear glistened in his cye, and his lipquivered
with ciotion.

* Yes, sir,’ said the child, with a voice and
- manner that showed her conviction of its fruth
was perfect.

¢ (God bless vou, my child,’ said the judge :
!you have a good mother. This witness is com-
petent,” he continued. * Were 1 on trial for my
. life, and innucent of the charges against me, [

|
!
i
!
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would pray God for such witnesses as this. Let
her be examined.’

She told her s*ory with the simplicity of a
child, as she was, but there was a directness
about it which carried conviction of its truth
to the beart. She was rigidly cross-examined.
The counsel plied her with infinite and inge-
nious questioning, but she varied from her first
statement nothing. The truth as spoken by
that little child was sublime. Falsehood and
perjury had preceded her testimony. The
prisoner had intrenched himself in lics, till he
deemed himself impregnable. Witnesses had
falsified facts in his favour, and villainy had
manufactured for him a sham defence. But be-
fore her testimony falschood was scattered Lke
chaff. The little child, for whom a mother had
prayed for strength to be given her to speak
the truth as it was before God, broke the cun-
ning device of matured villainy to pieces.—
Christian Treasury.

I LOVE JESUS NOW.

LtTLE DAvip Merray came home from school
one day with a very thoughtful expression on
his face. He took his little cricket and sat
down by his mother’s side, and laid his head
on her knee.

* What is the matter with Dasy? said she
kindly : ‘does my darling feel sick ?

‘{No mother, there is nothing the matter; !
was only thinking,’ said Davy.

*What were you thinking about, to make
vou look so sober, dear ?

 Mother, our teacher said to-day that Jimmy
Frost. the little lame boy, was dead. Where
do little boys go when they dic ?

‘They go to heaven, my darling, if they
have been good while on earth, and have loved
the dear Saviour. Jimmy was one of Jesus
Christ’s little lambs, and I kave no doubt that
he bas gone to live with Hin for ever. You
remember how patient and gentle he was while
he was sick, how obedient he was to his
mother, and how much he loved to bear her
read to him in the Bible "about the blessed
Saviour who took little children in His arms
and blessed them.  Jimmy knew that he bad
done a great many things that were wroag,
but he knew also that Jesus loves little boys,
and that He forgives them if they are sorry for
their sins.

¢If T should die, mother, would I gn up to

heaven and be with Jesus and the angels, and |

would I see Jimmy Frost?

‘I trust, my dear little boy, that when it
pleases God to take you away from earth, you
will go up to stay with Him for ever. All the
good people who have loved and served Him
here below, stand around His throne and sing
praises to Him for ¢ver and ever.
you' my little Davy, and grant that you and
I may oae day join that blessed company ¥

‘Ilove Jesns now, mother, and I mear to
iry t0 do all I can to please Him; and then,
perhaps, He will take me up to heaven soon,
without waiting tll 1 am a man, beeause,
verhaps, I might be wicked if T grew up to be
a man, you know.’

Six months later, when the roses were
bloeming in the gardens, little David went up

God bless |
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to heaven to live with his Saviour; and as his
mother kissed his pure, white forehead, and
smoothed the glossy ringlets for the last time,
she said to herself, ¢ It is even as he wished.
Heavenly Father! not my will but Thine be
done ¥

THE SATIATED CHILD.

A child, after & full meal, had asked a slice
of bread, and, sitting down, broke it inte
crumbs. Here, said Gotthold, sec the conse-
quences of superfluity, and what barm it does
our currupt nature to have more than 1t needs.
This child, if hungry, would eat the wholesome
bread with relish, and not willingly lose 2
crumb. Now, however, that be is satisfied, he
plays with it, and westes it. And we older
children do the same. Hard times are best for
teaching us economy, and the prudent and
grateful use of the gifts of God. Superfluity
has always an attendant, whose name is prodi-
gality; and never are more sins committed
than when God is most generous to the world,
and pours out IHis blessings like an overflow-
ing flood. On the other hand, men never look
50 often or so earncstly to heaven, as when the
bread-basket is lifted above their reach, and
dearth teaches them how precious is the divine
blessing.

Merciful God! I cannot say how it would be
best to treat the world. For when Thou givest
little, it murmurs and complains; and when
Thou givest much, vaunts and plays the fool.
O my father, exercise forbearance with its folly!
For my own part, I will desire neither poverty
nor riches, ncither want gor abundance. In
cither condition, I have no confidence in myself.
One *hing, howerver, 1 know, I wish: give me,
O my Father, what is agrecable to Thy will I—
Golthold’s Emblems.

_— e n e

HOW TO GET KNOWLEDGE.

That is the question. Get it the same way
the chickens eat their food—pick it up a little
ata time. First, learn your letters, A. B. C;
then spell little words; then read easy books:
and next bigger and bigger oncs.

The gardener in digging takes up one spade-
ful at a time. The farmern ploughiog ploughs
one furrow at & time. The man sawing wood
saws one stick at 2 time. And so the gardes
jsdug, the ficld is ploughed, and the load of wood
sawed. Thkey are dowe little by little, and
little at a time.

And s0 must your lessons be mastered, long
; lessons or hard lessons, a little at a time. Do
| hiot pout, or cry, or think it is no use to try,

and play away your time; but take heart when
your book is before you, and by diligently
learnping = little at & time, the hardest lesson
will soon become casy, and the longest lesson
finally conquercd.

¢ CuariTy.—Never did a charitable act go
away without the reward of a blessing.  God
1 cannot but love in us the imitation of his mer-

cx, who bids his sun shine and his rain fall

where he is most provoked. Giving is saving ;

the Jarger sowing, the larger crop; giving to
{ the poor is lending to God; the greater bank
+ the more interest.”

—_— p——
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Rliscellancons.

NOTES OF THE PENTATEUCH.

Me. J. PorTin, late of Damascus, author of
the * Handbook of Syria,”in Murray's series,
thus refers to three points in Dr. Colenso's
work on the Pemtateuch. His letter appearsin
the ¢ Athenum ,” No. 1836 :—

The first point is, the improbability, not to say,
vnpussivility, of screnty souls multiplying in the
course of two hundred and fifteen years into &
population of about or over two millions. 1
mantain that there is no impossibilily here ; and
1 also maintain that there can be o error in
the numbers, because the whole tenor of the
zarrative leads us to expect an enormous in-
crease.

Let us look ata few facts. We are told that
a special blessing of vast increase of his seed
was ‘repeatedly promised to Abraham (Gen.
.20 xv. 5 xviiL 6: xxil. 17), and renewed

ie Isaac (xxv. 23), and Jacob (xxviii. 14;:

xxxis. 12 - xlvi. 3). We are told that this
tlessing rested specially on the Israelites in
Fgypt (Exod. 1. 7). We are told that ¢ Joscph
saw Ephraim’s children of the third generation ;
ke children also of Machir, the son of Manas-

sth, were brought up upon Joseph's knees? : :
y ¢ with men and women, buys and girls, lookin
Joseph was about 34 vears old | ! nd ony Doy BAFS £

(Gen. 1. 23).
wien his sons were born (Gen. xli. 46-50),
and he died aged 119 (1. 26) Hence it follows
that in this instance the fourth genecation was
tern, and Sour generalions wereulive tovether,
only 75 years after the descent into Egypt.
We are told (1 Chron. vii 22-27) that Joshua

|

seven. Bishop Colenso cannot deny that this
is pusstble, nor can he deny that the whole tenor
of the narrative warrants us in supposing an
enormous and even unparciicled increase.

The second point supposed to * demonstrate”
an error in the sacred narrativeis the estimated
size¢ of the camp in the wilderness—* not much
inferior in compass, we must suppose, to Lon-
don.” Itis assumed that the whoie two millions
of people were grouped close together in a
camp. This is opposed alike to the whole tenor
of the narrative and to cominon gense. Any
one who has haa an opportunity of visiting the
great Arab tribes of the Syrian desert can see
that the Bishop's difliculties are here purely
imaginary. The Israelites had immense flocks
and herds (Exod. «xii. 38) ; these from the
necessity of the case, like the flocks of the
modern Bedawin, were scattered far and wide
over the peninsuli, and probadbly over the piain
northwards. On one occasion 1 rode for two
successive days in a straight line through the
flocks of a section of the Anazeh tribe, and the
eucampnent of the chief was then at a noted
fountaiv thirty miles distant at right angles to
my course ; yet the country was swarming

after the cattle. In like manner the great bulk
of the Israclites would be scattered over the
desert. The camp would thus be a mere

i nucleus: large, no doubt, but not approaching

was the feath in descent from Joseph ; thatis,
there wereten generations within the 215 years™ |

sesidence in Egypt.  Again, Nahshon, who was !

yrince of the tribe of Judah at the exodus, was
o’ the sixth generation, and nrot through the
line of eldest sons (1 Chron.ii. 3-10). We
have many incidental proefs that the Israelites
married very young, and that three and four
generaitions were often alive together(cf. Num.
. 183 Exod. xvii. S-16.

These facts prepare the way for a true
estmate of the Israclites at the cxodus. We
2r¢ not to form our estimate according to what
13 probable or usual under ordinary circum-
siances, but according to what is possiblc
under such  extraordinary circumstances.
Now suppose that the Israclites remained
mEgrpt only 215 years. This will give
seven gencrations of nearly 31 years cach.
Sappose that each man had, on an average,
four sons at the fage of 30; Benjamin had ten
before that age.  Suppose, further, the number
of the males who went down, and afterwards
became fathers, to be 67, Caleulating upon

I

the exaggerated estimate of Bishup Colenso.
Yet being the head-quarters of the nation,
containing the Tabernacle, the priests and the”
chicfz, and forming the rallying-point for the
warriors, it was the only place with which the
sacred historian was concerned. This view,
which is natural, scriptural, and in accordance

twith the universal practice of oriental nomads,
| sweeps away a host of dificultics conjured up

by the imagination and then supported by the

. arithmetic of Bishop Colenso.

these data, the number of souls at the cxodus .

would amount to 2,195,456. And this does
not include the descendants of Jacob's ser-
vanis, Who were doubtless numerous, nor does
it take into account additional children born
after the father attained the age of thirty, nor
the more rapid increase of those born before
that age. In many cases besides that of Joshua
tbere may have been fen generations instead of

The third point refers to the notice by the
Lord to Israel contained in Exod. xxiii. 29,41
will not drive them (the nations of Canasn)
out from before thee in one year, lest the land
become desvlate, and the beast of the ficld mul-
tiply against thee.” By the present numbers
(without reckoning the aboriginal Canazanites,
¢ seven nations greater and mightier” than
Isracl itscif) Canaan weuld be as *¢ thickly
peopled as the counties of Norfolk, Suffoik, and
Essex,” at the present day. The argument is
—The Israclites numbcered {wo millions.
Canaan contained only 11,000 square miles.
To suppose that swwith such a population the
Iand could become desolate, or the beasts of the
field multiply, is absurd. It is further stated,
by way of illustration and proof, that Natal
coatains 15,000 square miles and only 150,000
souls, yet most of the wild beasts have been

" exterminated.

Here i: at once the greatest and most inex-
cusable Flunder in the Bishop's whole book.
He takes his estimate of the size of the land
from Dr. Xitto, and it is accurate so far as con-
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cerns the portion divided among the {ribes by
Joshua, but that is not the land referred to in
Exod. xxiii. 29.  Had he lovked at verse 31 of
that chapter he might have beeu saved from a
blunder of which e may well feel ashamed.
The boundaries of the land alluded to are there
given :—¢ From the Red Sca unto the sea of the
Philistines, and from the desert unto the rwer.”
They were defined before in the promise to
Abraham (Gen. xv. 18) :—* From the river of
Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates.”’
That land is 500 miles long by 100 broad, and
contains ahout 50,000 square miles; or nearly
five times Bishep Colenso’s estimate.

Further, the population of that country at
the present moment is about two millions, or
about equal to the number of the Israelites at
the exodus; and I can testify that more than
three-fourths of the richest and best of the
country lics complelely desolate. The vast plains
of Moab and Esdraelon, and the whole valley of
the Jordan are without an inhabitant. In the
plains of Philistia, Sharon, Bashan, Ceelosyria,
and Hamath, not one-fenth of the soil is under
cultivation. In one section of Bashan I saw
upwards of seventy deserfcd towns and villages,
Bishop Colenso says that though the population
of Natal is so small, most of the wild beasts
have long ago disappearcd, and the inhabitants
are perfectly well able to mnaintain their ground
against the rest. Ie forgets, however, to thank
gunpowder and the rifle for this. lad the
people of Natal contended against the wild
beasts as the ancient Jews did, with spears and
arrows and slings : had the chiefs of the colony
been forced to fight African lions as David
fougbt the lion that attacked his sheep, when
ne caught him by the beard, and smote him and
slew bim (1 Sam. xvii. 34), the Bishop would
bave a different tale to tell this day. Many of
the wild beasts have disappeared from Syria.
but many still infest the conntry. In the plain
of Damascus wild swine commit great ravages
on the grain. This is the case along the banks
of the Jordan and in other places. On the sides
of Anti-Lebanon I have known the bears to
destroy whole vineyards in a single night.
When travetling through some districts of the
country my tent was surrounded every night by
troops of jackals and hyeras, and more than
once they have left me without a breakfast.
With my own eyes I have scen jackals dragging
corpses from the graves beneath the very walls
of Jerusale:  Were it not that the peasants
are pretty generally armed with rifles, the
grain crops and vinerards in many parts of
Syria would be completely destroyed by wild
beasts.

The public will now see how very little
Bishop Colenso knows of Bible lands, and how
wise and good was the Divine promise, ¢ I
will not drive them out from before thee in one
year, lest the land berome desolate. and the beast
of the field multiply against thee”

HONESTY.

One evening apoor man and his son, a little
boy, sat by the wayside, near the gate of an old
town in Germany. The father took a loaf of
bread, which he had bought in the town, and
broke it, and gave the half to his boy. © Notso,
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father,” said the boy, * Ishall not eatuntil after
you. You have been working hard all day. fur
small wages, tosupport me ;and youmust be very
hungry. I shall wait till you are dene” “You
speak kindly, my son,” replied the '« zed father
‘your love to me does me more good than my
food ; and those eyes of yours remind me of your
dearmother who has left us, and who told you 1o
love me as she used to do jand indeed, my boy,
you have been a great strength and comfort ty
me ; dut now that Ihaveeatenthefirstmorselto
please you, it is your turn no'~ to eat.” ¢ Thack
you, father, but break this piccein two, andtake
you a little more ; for vou sec the loaf i3 not
large, and you require much more than I do "
“1 shall divide the loaf for you, my boy, but
cat it I shall not—1I have abundance ; and let
us thank God for His great goodness in giving
us food, and in giviug us, what is better still,
cheerful and contented hearts. He who gave
us the living bread from heaven, to nourish
our immortal souls, hew shall He not give us
2]l other food which is necessary to suppori
our mortal bodies!” The father and son thaunk-
ed God, and then began to cut the loaf is
pieces, to begin together their frugal meal.
But as they cut one portion of the loaf, there
fell out several large pieces of gold of great
value. The little boy gave a shout of joy, and
was springiog forward to grasp the unexpect-
ed treasure, when he was pulled back by bis
father. ¢ My son, my son!” he cried, “ do not
touch that rmoney : it is not ours.” “But
whose is it father, if it is not ours ?” ¢ I know
not as yet to whom it belengs; but probably
it was put there by the baker, through some
mistake. We must inquire; run ! ¢ Bug,
father,” interrupted the boy, ‘‘you are poor
and needy, and you have bought the loaf, and
then the baker may tell a lie, and——"41 will
not listen to you, my boy; I bought the luvaf;
but I did not buy the gold in it. If the baker
sold it to mie in ignoraiice, 1 shall not be s¢
dishonest as to take advantage of him. Re-
member Him who told us to do to others as
we would have others do to us. The baher
may possibly cheat us; but thatis no reasun
why we should try and cheat him. I am poor,
indeed, but that is no sin. If we share the
poverty of Jesus, God's own Son, O iet us
share also Ilis goodness and His trust in God®
We may never berich, but we may always be
honest. We may die of starvation, but Guis
wili be done should we die in doing it! Yes
my boy, Trust God, and walk in His ways, uai
you will never be put o shame. Now, run to
the baker, and bring him here; and 1 shali
watch the gold until he comes.” So the beoy
ran for the baker. ¢ Brother workman,” sad
the old man, “you have made some misiaac.
and almost lost your wouey ;" and he shuwa.
the baker the guld, and told him how it had
been found. *Is it thine ?” asked the father,
“if it is, take it away” ¢ My father, baker.is
very poor, and——" * Silence, my child : jut
me not to shame by thy complaints. I aw giad
we bave saved this man from losing lus
money.” The baker had been gazing alia-
nately upon the honest father and his eager
boy, and upon the gold which lay glittering
upon the green turf. *Thou art, indeed, an
honest fellow,” said the baker; “and wmy



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

peighbour David, the flaxdresser, spoke but
the truth when he said thou wert the honest-
est man in our town. Now, 1 shall tell thee
about the gold. A stranger came to my shop
three days ago. and gave me that loaf, and
told me to sell it cheaply, or give it away to
the honestest poor man whom [ knew in the
aty. 1 told David to send thee to me, as a
customer, this morning ; and as thou wouldst
not take the loaf fur nothing, 1 sold it tu thee,
as thoa knowest, for the last pence in thy
purse : and the loaf, with all its treasure—and
certes, it is not small!—is thine; and God
grant thee a Dblessing with it!” The poor
father bent his head to the ground, while the
tears fell from his eyes. His boy ran and put
his hands about his neck and said, “1 shall
always, lihe you, my father, trust God, and do
what is right; for U am sure it will never put
us to shame."—Good Words.

FALSE TENDERNESS.

How often has this been scen &8s regards
the budy !
child the trouble of taking the medicine, or
dressing the wound, for fear of inflicting a littie
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vent the consummation of what is entered on.
It we let things take their course, and in after
years sad cousequences folluw, how do we re-

© proach vurselves, and mourn over our lack of

‘The tender mother has spared her ¢

ain ; ang the consequence has been, that the -’
H ¥

disea=e has grown sorampant as to defy all the
means atterwards used.

In some cases, anecessary operation has been
deferred until mortification has spread to some
vital part.  The patient would not part with a
Limb. and now life its¢lf must go. Some would
excuse children from learning, because it would
pain them to enfurce application. At length
babits of listlessness are formed, and the time
for begining aright is gone by for ever.
are other points of greater importance than
these, in which the triumplss of false tenderness
weay be traced. When children are indulged
in all whims and wishes till they become stub-
born, self-willed, and passionste. who can
doubt bat that this is acting cruelly towards

moral courage, and the abandvnment of sacred
principles i

Beyond all these tl. _zsin impurtance is deal-
ing faithfully with the svuls of thuse we come in
contact with, All will allow how fearful is the
casc uf the minister who, fium fear of giving
offence, and out of tenderness to the people’'s
feelings, fails to warn them honostly, and to ex-
pose sin, all sin, fiarlessly. Yet such cases
have becen, and all ministers would do well to
ponder God's solemu cliarge 1o thuse who are
His watchmen (Ezcek. iii. 17, 18).

But there ar others besides preachers who
should punder Jhis subject. Such words as the
tolluwingare addressed to Cliristians generally .
¢ And others save with fear, pulling them out
of the fire’ (Jude 22). In order, however, to
fulfil these and other Christian duties aright,
and be blessed in them, we must seck much
nearucss 0 God, mucl of the mind of Christ,
and grace >¢ to act that there may not be a
beam in vur uwn eyes while we attempt to cast
vut our brother's mote.—Christian Lrewsury.

EXTRACT FROM THE PRIVATE ME-
MOIRS OF A PERSON IN A PUBLIC
SITUATION.

O looking back atwhat I have written, and
observing huw large a proportion of those 1
have had occasion to mention, I lave been
obliged tu speak of with reprobatiun or con-

. tempt, it occurs to me to a~k myself; how is

There :

this? Is it that the world is rually so mach
worse than most people think ? or that I look

. at it with a jaundiced ¢ye?

them ? Yet all these evils are the results of fulse ;

tewderness. The dear hittle one must not be
crossed or pained.  “The parent loves too much
to chasuise, or even to contradict. the little
darling. Thus sceds of misery are sown in the
child’s heart, and in time 2 nuisance is turned
adrift on society, to increase the misery,alas!so
plentiful.

It is also cruel to ¢ suffer sin” upon a friend. .

Very important is the following divine precept :
*Thou shalt in anywise rebuke thy neighbour,
and not suffer sin upon him' (Lev. xix. 17).
How ready are we to talk about the wreng-

On reflection § am sutisfied that it is merely
this, that I have been much concerned in im-
purtant public transactions; and that itis in
these that a man can render himscdf so much
more, and more casily, conspicuous by knavery
or folly, or misconduct of some kind, than by
good cunduct. “The wheel that's weak is apt
to creak.” As lung as matters go un smoothly
and rightly, they attract iittle ur no notice,
and furnish, as is proverbial, so little matter
for history, that fif.y years of peace and pros-
perity will not occupy so many pages as five of
wars and troubles. As soon as anything goes
wrong, our attention is called toit; and there

* is hardly any one so contemptible in ability,
. or even in situation, that has it not in his power

. to cause something to go wrong.

doings of others behind their backs, and how .
backward to tell them kindly, lovingly, faith-

fully, of what we think iscvil! If we see an
cvil habit gradually growing upon a friend ; if
we think one whom we love is ¢ entering into
temptation,” and if, for fear of giving offence or
pain, we let kim go on till the habit becomes
nveterate and the temptation triumphant, is
a0t such false tenderness real cruelty ?

The same remark applics to the forming of
wrong councctions. It may be that some one
over whom we have some authority or influence
bas formed associations which are wrong, and
we know it; but we know also that it would
pain them exceedingly for us tointerfere to pre-

Ordinary
men, if they do their duty well, attract no no-
tice except among their perscnal intimates. It
is only here and there @ man possessing very
extraordinary powers—and that, too combined
with peculiar opportunities—thatcan gain any
distinction among men by doing good. “Inven-
tas aut qui vitam excolucre per artes, quique
sui memorcs alios fecére merendo.” But on
the other hand, almost everybody Las both ca-
pacity and opportunities for doing miscfxicf.
‘Dead flics cause the precious ointment to stink.’
A ploughman who lives a life of peaceful and
honest industry is never heard of beyond his
own hamlet; but arson or murder may cause
him to be talked about over great part of the
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kingdom. And there is many a quiet and '
highly ugseful clergyman labouring modestly in
his own parish, whom one would never have
occasion to mention in any record of public
affairs; but two or three mischievous fanatics
or demagogues, without having superior abil-
ity, or even labouring Larder, may fill many a
page of history.

It is not, thercfore, to be inferred from what
I bave written, either that knaves and fools
are much more abundant than men of worth
and sense; nor yet again that I think worse
of mankind than others do; but that I have
been engaged in a multitude of public tran-
sactions,in which none but men of very superior
powers, and not always they, could distinguish
themselves for good ; while, for mischief, almost
every one has capacity and opportunitics. As
for those who take what is considered as & more l
good-humored view of the world, and scldom
find fault with any one, as far as my observa-
tion goes, I should say that most of them
think fur worsc of mankind than I do. At first
sight this is & paradex ; but if any one ex-
amines closely, he will find that itis so. He l
will find that the majority of those who are 4
pretty well satisfied with men as they find them
do in reality disbelieve the existence of such a |
thing as an bonest man ; I mean, of what real- |
1y deserves to be called so. They censure nune 4
but the most atrocious monsters , not from be- 4
lieving that the generality of men are upright, 1
exempt from sclfishness, baseness, and men- |
dacity, but from believing that all, without ex- 1
ception, are as base as themselves, unless,
perhiaps, it be 4 few half crazy enthusiasts.
And they are in a sort of good humour with i
most part of the world, not from finding men
good, but from having made up their minds to |
cxpect them 1o be bad. ¢ fad”, indeed, they
do not call them, because they feel no disgust
at aay but most extrrordinary wickedness
but they have made up *heir minds thatall
men are what J should cal: utterly worthless;
and having divided (as Miss Edgeworth ex-
presses it, “all mankind into koaves and fools,
whea they meet with an houcst maa, they don't
know what fo make of him.” Now he who
from his own consciousncss is certain that
there is 2t least one honest man in the world,
will fecl all but certaia that there must bemore.
e wiil speak, indecd, in stronger terms of cen-
sure than the other, of thaese who act in a way
that hie would be ashamed of and shocked at
in himself, and which, 0 the othms, sccms |
quite natural and allowable; but on the other
hand, if any man does nct uprightly, he will §
give him credit for it, and not attribate bis con-
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general, and those disposed to think ill: and
besides other sources of confusion, will usnally
form a judgment the very reverse of the right,
from not thinking at all of the different senses
in which men are said to think well or to Zhnk
dl of others. Take as specintens, such mea as
A and B. Of these, A might in a certain
sense be said to think better of mankind than
B did, because many who would excite strong
moral disapprobation in B, would excite noae,
or next to none, in A.  But then B considered
that there were many men capabie of a much
more high principled conduct than A had ever
conceived as possible, or could ever be brough:
to believe in.

In short, one must make the distinction
which sounds very subtle, but is in truth great
and important, between one who believes maav
men to be what #c¢ imnks bad; and one
who believes them to be what is wn realdy bad -
between one who approves, or does not greaily
disapprove, the generality; according 1o s
own standard, and onc who thinks them such
as we should approve.— Good Words.

BOHEM1AN PROTESTANTS.

Wao has not heard of the cruci mariyrdom
of John Huss and Jerome of Prague in e
finmes of Constance in 14157 Yet who
Lknows that these martyrs spoke & language as
different from Germanas Welshas from Engush
ot Gaclic from Lowiand Scotch 2 Who has
aot heard of the Winter King, once the Etec-
tor-Palatine, the husband of the beauutut Eu-
zabeth, daughter of James the First of Englaad,
and Sixth of Scotland, of Ius disgracefal fight
rom his throne, of the miscries of s famuy,
of his sons Rupert and Maurice, and of e
final cxtunclion of Protestantism wm Boherms
by the mission of Jesuns and Soldiers throngs
the length and breadth of the land, aad
the reduction of the number of its inhaltanis
from foar mulitons to wight hundred thousand?
Yet who docs not suppose that bere persecaties
has had her perfect work, and that the candie-
stick of the once celebraied Uiraquist Chuzen
was so quenched m biood, that is bnghmes;:
faded away, and **left nota wreek beling?
Who knows that when the German Empesos,
Joseph I1,, thie son of the great Maria Thetesa.
issucd an edict of relimious tolemtion v i ¢Fi,
no less than one hundred thousand jrersons
registered themselves as Protestanis i ke iwo
districis of Bohermia and Moravia 2 Who kaows
t0o, thatlast year, in tiic month of Apru. e

i disanlities sull barikeming the Protestanis 19

the Austnan empire were removed, and a 7 <
and free constitnlion gaven t0 the Proicslani

duct (as the othier will be sure 1o do), cither to ; churches, under which _clections and a‘.'-:._ﬂ
hypocrisy or to unaccountable whim—to a i movements have been going 07 MOSL Vigoranis
seeret molive, or to none at all, i 152 Who knews, lastly, that next yeas. !Sfé-

So that, as 1 said, he who at the first glance 4 15 the thonandth anmveraary of the inirodsec
Appears o think the more favonrabls of 4 tion of Chnstianity into the Kingdom of {izeal
mankind, thinks in reality tic lesx favourably, § Moravsa, of which bath Bohemia and the nea-
since he abstaing from complaining of ot blam- § boasing district of Momat:a were pravinees. &F
ing them, not from Winking them good, bat § the twe Greco-Slavonic brothers of Thesmale-
from having 6o strong disapprobation of what | nica, Mathodins and Crrillug, and that ke Pav-
is tmd, and no hope of anything better. { lestants arcnorving and prepariag hemscioes

Most important is it, cspecially for yonng § for a fivst passageof amms with the pewcelsi
people, to be fully aware of this distinclion. | weapens of pen and tonges, against “"“’3:’
Elst they raturally divide wmen into those | Tmevons, wealthy, and dominast Rewman G-
who are Qisposed to think well of wea in § tholic rivals?
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Sce how the Lord has turned to his own good

and wise purposes the necessities of statesmen
and ralers! When the aid of Russia had ren-
dercd the Hapsburg dynasty safe, apparently
on the throne of Vienna, had crushed the
Husngarian rebellion, and rendered the Austrian
Government for the time master of the situa-
tion, the Jesuits and the agents of Popery had
1t all their own way, and were able to obtain
the celebrated Concordat, which was intended
to pat a stop to the progress of Protestantism
for ever. Butsuddenly anew actor, the Freach
Emperor, Napolcon III., appearcd upon the
sceae, and the mighty army, on which the Aus-
trian Government had relied, broke, like a reed,
at the battles of Magenta and Solferino, and
there was nothing left for the Emperor to do
but to call new statesmen to his councils, and
grant both liberal institutions and religious
freedom to the whole commurnity. And now,
thoagh but little is being done in the world of
politcs in Auvstria, owing to the refusal of the
Hangarians to send deputies to the Reichsrath,
Fe¢t a great deal s being done in the religious
world.

The old Ttraquist Church of Bohemia was
Enscopalian in will, thuagh not in deed, for the
Pope never would confirm the election of their
Arcbbishop, Rokyeana , but the more genuine
Haussites and their legitimate descendants, the
Bobemian Brethren were always Presbyterian,
both in will and deed. It is mainly from the
remaants of the latter, that the present Bohe-
mian Protestants appear to spring. These are
divided into two grand branches—the Luthe-
rens, Evangelicals, or adherents of the Confes-
sion of Augsburg, and the Helvetians, or Re-
formed. The great mass of German Protes-
2ants belong to the former, and they only num-
ber aboul 15,000 real Slavonic Bohemians in
shear ranks.  The great body of Slavonic Pro-
westants, both in Bohemia and Moravis, belongs
to the Reformed, Helvetian or Zwinglian branch
which nambers nlmost 60,000 adhereats in Bo-
hemin alone.  And though in Germany there
1s hattes strife and quarelling between  these
iwo scions of the Reformation, yet, thanks be
2o God, in Bohemia there is nothing but peace,
good-will, and fricndly co-operation between
Jtem. .

Bat many will no doubt be glad to know the
omiwasd difference between these cvangelical
.and Reformed Protestant Christians. Go into
2 Latheran church, and, with the exception of
the sact that there are no side sltars, youmight
think that you were in a Roman Catholic
charch. Thehigh altar, is adorned witha cru-
fix and with massive candlesticks, which are
alwars ornamented with white ribbons and
Tizhted at the eclebration of the Holy Comma-
aton.  Go into = Reformed church in Bohemis,
ard rom will see no ornament of any sort o
kind save a cup or chalice scalptured in wood
oves the pulpit, indicating that it was for the

toration of the cap in the communion
e laily that the first occasion of distaplion
with the Charch of Rome arese. Yon will
also vee a massive wooden altar ot table stand-
iag ia the body of the church and covered with
2 plzin white cloth, at which the minisler
s1ands dariag paayers, and whea ke s notia
e prljuL
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But let me 'give some little account of the
; new constitutivn, which is common to both the
i Lutheran and Reformed Churches. Every
man twenty-five years old, who has paid his
, quota towards the expenses of the congrega-
, tiun, pastor, schoolmaster, repairs, and every-
' thing included, possesses a vote. These voters
first clect & Pybor or committee, varying in
, number according to the size of the congre-
gation. At the village of Leschitz the com-
mittee consisted of one hundred and two per-
‘ sons, who aguain chose twenty Starzi or elders,
' with whum lay the clection of the Furarz or
minister, the Proni Starzi or curator, a kind
of permanent chairman, and the Pocetocdoucé
or treasurer. The curator attends the synod
; of the district, when it takes place, as lay
member, a3 well as the clergymen. The clergy
choose the superintendent and district seniorate.
I The old Consistory at Vienns, which was pre-
sided over by 2 Roman Catholic, is abolished,
ar.d the Protestant churches are managed by
{ 28 evangelical supreme ecclesiastical council,
chosen by the Emperor, of which no Romean
Catholic may be a member. A third of each
presbytery resigns every third year, but every
individual member thus resigning is capable of
re-¢lection.

Mr. Kaspar, the Reformed clergyman of Les-
chitz, has received 449 Roman Catholics into
his flock during his ministry there. As every

‘ convert has o be registered, there can be no
; doubt as to the numbers. In thirtecn years
i the Helvetian congregation at Prague has in-
creased from $00 t0 1600.  As regards the Lu-
therans, 1 can bring forward one fact which
will speak volumes: the inhabitants of the
litde village of Spaloo have joined the Evange-
lical Church ¢n massc, and that without any
; missionary excrtions among them, bat sponts-
ncously and through their own sclf-formed
convictions.
* Onc word more and I have done. In attend-
ing the scrvices and hearing the sermons of
these Slavonic Protestants, I was much struck
with the knowledge o Scripture which the
preachers cvidently presupposed on the part of
the congregation. Everrbody musthave known
their Bible well to have listened to and drunk
in with such breathless silence the word
of lifc that was addressed to them.  An ageat
of the great German Gustavos Adolphus So-
cicty,whomade 2 tour in Austria on its behalf,
remarks upon the entire freedom from Ratinna-
lismamong the Slavonic Protesiants ;—nothing
bat Biblical doctrine is heard in their pulpits,
and ke who dared ¢ propound anyihing clse
wonld soon be driven out of the village in
which hic hind done so. |
0 that the Protestants of our favoured Iand
would take an interest in the welfareand pros-
pects of these long-sallering and much-lried
| brethren in the faith! 1L was from Britain—
| from Wyeliffe's pulpit at Lutterworth, in Lei-
cesterhive that the light came which was tanght
and set on high by Huss, and defended by his
coantsymen agaiast five cragades, carried onby
the whele might of Remaa Cathalic Earope,
which was quenchod for a time in blood at the
fazal e of the White-Xountains in 1620,
bet which is now again on il candleslick,
and promises by God's goace o bt o wmighty
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agent in the cvengelization of Eastern Europe.
Next year is the jubitce of both Protestants aad
Romanists ian Bobemia and Moravia ; next year
the Slavonic pulpits will resound with appeals
to the past history of Bohewia, and to the
Scriptures, with which all its glories are con-
nected. 3ay our brethen there find sympathy
and aid in that Britsin which 450 years ago

sent them light, for which she was not then . . .
" *The desire of 2 man is bis kindness: and 2 poor fmaa

prepared herself? A. H. WRATESLAU.

NIGHT.
By James Montgomery.

Night is the time for rest ;

How sweet, when labours close,

To gather round our aching breast,

The surtain of repose :

Stretch the tired limbg, and lay the bead
Upon our owa delightful bed!

Night is the time for dreates;

The gay romance of life,

When truth that is and truth that seems,
Blend in fantastic strife;

Ab! visions less beguiling far,

Than waking dreams by daylight are.

Night is the time for toii; -
To plough the classic field,

Intent to find the buried spoil,

Its wealthy furrows vicld ;

Till a0% i3 ours that sages taaght,
Tlat pocts szag, or letors wrought.

Night is the time to weep ;

To wet with nanscen teass

Those graves of memory, where sleep
The jors of other vears;

Hopes that were angels in their birth,
Bat perished roung, Lisc things of carth!

Night is the tite to watch;

On occan’s dark expaase,

To hail the Pleiades. or catch

The fcll moon's easliest glance,

That brings into the home-sick mizd
Al that we loved and left bedind.

Night is the Ume for carv ;

Brooding on Loors mispent,

To sce the Spectie of Despais

Comc 1o our loncly tent ;

Like Brsics midst kis slambering host
Startled by Csoeas's staiwart ghast.

Night is & e to mure ;

Then from the oFe, the soal

Takes Gight, and; with cxpandisg views
Beyond the siamry polc,

Descries athward the abrss of aighs
The dawa of uzcieated light.

Night is the time lo pray,

Qer Savioar oft withdrew

To degest ;o antaiags far awar,

So wili his folloxers do;

Steal fron the throag v bacats antsed,
And bold commzaon there with God.

- prospered him.”
- 1 Cor. xii. p=rt of ver. 26.

Nt Pt

* turing disiricts.
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Night is the time for death ;

When all around is peace,

Calmly to yield the weary breath,

From sin and suffering cease .

Think of Heaven's bliss, and give the sign
To parting friends :—zuch death be minc’

A POOR MAN IS BETTER THAN A LIAR

i3 better than a liar —frocerds 3is. 22,

I was speaking a few days ago to the cos-
gregation which assembles in 2 small countrs
church, on the duty of helpiag, according te
our ability, to send relief to the poor cotton
spinners in Lancashire. The persons to whon
1 was speaking, were most of them quite poor.
All except oue family were hard working folks,
carning their daily bread by their daily toil.
But I did not on that account hesitate to ask
them to join with me in making a subscription.
Let me tell sou the texts which I selected for
my two sermoas, and the scheme which 1 pro-
posed to these villagers.  Both texts were very
short. In the mormng, I selected 1 Cor. xte
2. “Upon the first day of the week let evers
one of you lay by him in store, as God hatk
Ia the afternoon, I chose
# Aad whetker
one membder suffer, all the members suffer Witk
I drew =2 picture of the miserable state
of things which now prevails in the manaface
1 told mx peoplc how gaunl
forms, and woc-begone, wmelancholy faces ave
to bt met with in every house, and how stars.
ing women and skiveriag children are to be
seen ia cevery street. [ asked my hearers

* fancy the wretched spectacle of fine stalwan

fellotws, who but a few weeks ago were carnag

- an hoaest livelihood, as brave, sirong-hicarted,

clear-headed Eaglishmen ought tocrrn it, b3t

" who now stand ia forced idleness, looking =i

. @R 4t - 4 #4 Bee - ammar= - - o b

P elflling the law of Chaost”

. the wmills at which thes usaally labeor, as-

wistfclls gazing into "the futare, in toc bope
thai belter times will come. 1 told the peopic
of shopkeepers rrined by the distress of then
castomness. 1 toid them of rents unpaid, of
foraiture sold, of clothes pawned, of evea
beddiug gonr, and of long-cherished savings
withdrawn and cxpeaded.  3ad 1 told thex.
0a the astharity of St Pazl) that if one wem-
ber of oar body sufer, we onght =ll to sufes
with it. This is the lar of natate, and
oaght to be the law of our life. We kno=
t=t the roest of the body may be ia perfect
bealth and comfori, yetif the smallest thar
should be lodged in the rumotest part. the
comfort of the whule body would be destrayed.
Apply this, I maid o @y bheaners, to the pons
collon spiasers. There i onc it of ocv
body suffrriag wader the deepest affliciog,
and f we refase o help them, we are nel
warthy of the mame of Christians. We are
wotl *Hraring one another’s bundens, and so
The scieme

" whkich | propesed 1o my own parish:omers |

- -

' -

will propase also te Fou. Voo will goess
at axce if you nead mF wosning texl. ¥y
iatention is 10 Eave 2 box at the chareh doos
atevery one of oxr Senday services, danag tie
winter montks: and I brzged thase to whess
I was addressing mmsell, to sel =side seme
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portion of their money, as they could afford it, |
and to put the money so set aside into the box
at the church door erery Sunday. By this
means, | told them, we should not only collect
much more, but we should do it with less in-
coavenience to onrselves. Many a poor family
«ho could not possibly bave put ashilling into
the plate that dzy, will very easily put in their
skilling at the rate of a penny a week for three
months. And many a onc who would have
found it impossible to afford ten shillings at
ope time, will {ind that their ten shillings has
tecome = pound by spreading it over the whele
winter. *
Scch was my proposal; and such as it swas,
I seggest it 20 my readers. :
Now turn to that very remarkable verse :
which 1 have placed at the head of this paper. -
¢ The desire of 2 man is bis Kindaess, and 2 |
poor man is better than 2 liar™ Let us see |
tow we can apply these words to the case ;
tefore us. s
I
i

1 will suppose some bencvolent lady to un-
¢ertake to make a collection for the Lancashire
weavers. She goes toa cottage where lives
2 kard-working man, wh has a <vifc and child-
rex to maintain.  The lady sits down and says,
+-Mrs. Thompson, I am busy collecting for
those poor people in Lancashire. I know yo. .
c=0 zive but very litule, if anything ; but I du
not like to pass you by, without giving you
the chance. ] will leave you this paper, in
=hich you can read all zboutit, and 1 will «
call again® Mrs Thompson thinks it over, .
and talks to ber husband about it when he !
comes home from his work. Here is the result:
“We have been thinkiag about twhat rou said,
=xam, and we will manage o gitea tnfic this
=ar. I usu=lly put four spoonfuls of tea iate
th¢ teapot, 2nd I belete we can manage with -
tiree ; and if we all do without sugar, cxcept
the baby, who mnst have 2 sweet taste in his
&sink, we shall bt pleased to give what these
woald cost to the poor folks you spoke ol.”
Ecen litde Jane sidles up sad sars, # If you
lease, ma'am, here’s & peany my socle Jobn
gate me the other day. 1 was going to bay
some swees with it, bat will Fou picase take
ur

Now for the first part of my verse. ¥ T3¢
dtarc of @ maa s A Kindnexs®  Those two
§ifis =li look very small beside the “thoasand .
pocads of soie great noblemao, but the kind- !
zess of the giver was not in the amonnt of the
%, dat in the desire which prompied it. He !
=ho commended the poor widow whea she
dropped into ke treasury of God the very
szaliest of all Jewish coias will raloe it

The lady goes on ber war, and sie kaocks
2t the door of 2 man who could give mech
wvove Iargeizif be woald.  Zat he has not the
loTe of giving. lie spends freely oa himselis
bzt 2ot on those who shozld be objecis of his
cianty.  The lady tells him ber ermand.  Ima-
medixiely be has a hundred ¢xcuses. Times
are had tnents are bigh, clothes are dear, money
is scavee.  iieis really very sorry, bat hemast
%53 look at home. He wosld gladly belp i
Be cozld, bat be posiuvely caanot.

Now for the laiter pasi of my verze. .3
post a8 bedler then @ hisr™ It is reckoned |
tzpoiite o asssgn that name to any man, and |

R

-

‘ out Her Majesty’s dominions; =nd many

. sions, in those carly ceaturies

. aries.
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I should not thrust it in his fuce, even in so
flagrant o case as that which I have imagin-
ed. Neither would I tell him of my compa-
rison between bimself and Mrs. Thompson. At
the same time these vain excuses are simply
lies, and Sclomon never said a wiser word
than that pour Mrs. Thompson was better than
a liar.

Apply these words, cach one to yourselves,
my readers. Pray to God for that ¢ desire”
to do good, which is, in His sight, the only true
“kindness;” nad evoid, by God's grace, that
niggard and unwilling beart which is almost
certain to lead vou to be a # liar”

The most interesting topic of a social char-
acter, has been the approaching marriage of
the Prince of Waies and the expected arrival
of his bride in this country. Loodon bas
bestirred herself to give the youthful couple a
kearty welcome as thes pass through the streets
of the capital on their way to Wiadsor. The

; marriage day will be celcbrated with all pomp

and festivity incvers town and village through-

o
-

heartfelt prayer, we fecl assured, will arise on
that dar, that He whose ** beginning of mira-
cles” was at a wedding will give His choicest
blessing to this union, and cause it to be fruit-
ful of happincss to themselves, to the reaim,
and to comiag generations. The provision as-
signed them by Parliament appears to meet
with gencral approbation. It seems that,
through the wise management and forethought
of thc iamented Prince Consort, the hereditary
csta’- - of the Prince as Duke of, Corntwall, and
the accamulations arising in the course of his
minority, will now produce 2 yearly income of
60,000{. lLord Palmerston proposed that the
couatry should supplement this by an aannual
vote of 40,000/, so as to wmake the Prince’s
Fexrly revenue 1¢0,0001. and that 10,0601, mere
should be set apart for the sspamate use of the
Princess ; and that = further sum of 30,0008
should be conditionally sccured to the Princess
in the unwished-for cvent that she should
become x widow. For the present the whole
charge upon the Consolidated Fund will be
50,0000 x-year. The sam will not be grudged
by those who refiect on the wealth that is now
diffesed among our higher classes, and that the
Prince of Wales mnsi—ia virtue of his rank—
be st the head of the aristocracy of the land.

POPTERY AND THE BIBLE.

Let it be writtea in letters of brase, that, al-
thoagh the Church of Rome spread her mis-
through ali
the circamference of the globe—ia Ameney, ia
Asiz, and in Africa—and though thousands
submatted to ket sway, I ehalienge her toshow
a single copy of the word of God tr=nsmitted
1a asy langmage where she sent ber mussion-
This is the gheat distinction between
Romish and Prolestant missions. The Erst
thing that a Proirstant missienasy docs, o be be

_a true @an, 8 to place the Hible in the hands

of thuse whom ke secks to conzert, transiaied
into their mother tangue. That is the last
thiag that the Romazn Catkolic does, and all
that e cver has dozc has been to pat the taan-
slation of the Mass took iato their haads.
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PROTESTANT SCOTLAND AMONG IN-
DUSTRIAL NATIONS.

Tur Baron Dupin published lately the first
part of the labours of ibe French Commis-
sioners on the Industry of Nations. In explain-
ing results and differences, he makes the fol-
lowing remarks .—*The Attica of the north,
with ite naked mountains, its frozen uplands, |
and its sky of iron—Scotland—sends to the
different nstions more productions of its soil*
and its arts than the vast country of Mexico,
with its silver mines, worked by hundreds, its
eternal spring, its sunshine like that of Egypt,
and its vegetation, in the presence of which
even that of the ancicnt promised land and
the wonderful East is weak. Scotlaad, with
her numerous flocks, helps to feed London,
the clty of 2,500,000 souls. By the works of !
two of her sons, Adam Smith and James Waty,
she has anticipated England in the study of
riches ; uniting practice with theory, she bas
drawn from the vapours of water the wmost '
powerful and most obedient of moving forces,
in order to applyit toan infinite varicty of
arts. At this day Great Britain builds a !
larger number of iron steamships thanare built !
by all the nations of Europe put together;
and of this wonderful work of Great Briain,
little Scotland does more than the half)”

THE INTERMEDIATE STATE.

We do not know much about theintermediate
state of immortal man, between death and the
resurrection. A full knowledge of that state
could not be communiceied to us, because we
lack the expericnce necessary to emable us to
comprchend the intimation. As one born deaf
is not only ignorant of sound, but incapable ¢f
learning what it is; so onewho has never peen
= disembodicd spirit not only does not know,
bat cannot be taught what 2 disembodicd spi-
ritis. The fact of that condition is revealed :
bat the circumstances of that condition are
uncommunicated and incommunicable to us.
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lives in this street. Try No. 10. They cail
at No. 10, and ask if Miser isin? The answe:
is,—No such a man resides here. Who then
occupies this hcuse? Why Mr. Provide-for-
his-family. You know that a man called miser
does live somewhere in this street, ask the oft-
cers? Oh yes, try No. 7. No. 7 is tried, but
with the same result, for the occupier’s nam.
is Proride-against-u-rainy-day. No-body v .,
the name of Miser.

GREAT MEN HAVE ALWAYS TE!\'DvER FEELINGS

*There is an incident in the Life of Edmuny
Burke, which is familiar 10 all who cherish s
great fame. When in the evening of pubuc
life, ke lost his only son, then at the age o
twenty-one, of the rarest genius and most vans
accomplishments, the favurite horse of .hs
young man, after the death of bis master, was
tarped into the park and treated with the ui.
most tenderness. On a certain day, long afie:-
wards, when Mr. Burke bimself was walking iz
the fields, this petted animal came up to ke
stile, and as if in expression of his mute sym-
pathy, put his head over the shoulder of tee
bercaved father. Struck with the singularus
of the act, 2nd overpowered with the memores
which it awakened, he flupg his srms arous:
the neck of bis horse, and burst into a flood ¢
tears. The incident wag observed by one pas:-
ing by, and gave risc to the rumor that M:
Barke had been smitten with insanity. b
when that sudden tear-flush bad subsided ints
a calmer recollection, bad you asked Erng-
land’s pailosophical orator for an analysis «
that experience,and to” give you the balance
of sorrows and joys, he would have answerss
Foain the words of England’s Laureate,—

f Better to have loved and lost,
Than never Yo have loved =atalll”

»

v—

God commanded ir the old law that what-
soever did go with his breast upon the grous1

Ounc grand cardinal feature is_,howc_rcr, clearly | should be an abomination to us; how mec}
declared, and may be sufficiently if not per- ' more should wc abominate the mag, who is ez-
fectly understood, that to those who are in | dued with reason and a soul, that hath gleed

Christ cre they depart, the scparate state is a |
state of blesscdness; for the biessedness of the
dead beging “ from now —immediately after
they die.  As if for the purposc of cxcluding
mystical notions about a state of sleep, and
Romish notions about a state of painful purga-

tion, the Word expressly declares that the be-

licving dead =re blessed from the momeat of :
ddc;;a.rmrc, without imperfeciion aund without |

elay.

1
TRE XISER'S ALIASES. ’

-The king’s officers are out in search of this |
old offender, but in consequence of the nemer- !
ous alizses which he assumes they find it &iff-
cait to take him. They arc told he hivesia g
No. 1%, Greedy Stred, bat when they enquire
if sach a chamcter lives there, they are an-
swered in the negative. Bat salo then does -
live here? ask the oficers. Ok, Mr. Pay-his-
wey. Wellwhere then does miser live? Mices?
miser? why I have heard speak of him—he

his heart and soul unto a picco of earth.

It is not sacrifice that God calls for, bt
obedicnce ; not duty, but love to duty, is ac-
cepted ; not the gift, but the giver, is looke:
upon with God; and not the full and gres
giver, butthe checrful giver. God's peoplear
=1l a willing people.

The godly man in bis worst is better tha”
the wicked in his best.  In hisworst hecaaa.-
ways sar, through grace, ‘To will is preses:
thongh to perform asl wogld is not in wy pos-
cr ;" while the other must say, ‘Whatever =7
performance was, my will was absent.”

We are but siewards in this world. All gaed

" mea know that it is their duty to honour Gud
. with their purses as well as with their pers»<¢

A David would say, ‘What shall I do fo7 ti¢

. name, and house, and service of God 77 A Ne-

bemiah, *What shall [ do for the public a-*
my country 7' A Zaccheus, ‘What shall 1 &
for the poor 7 All good men, ‘How shall i gi—

! acconat of my talent with jor. aad aol w >

grief?
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Subbath Beadings.

THE PULPIT IN THE FAMILY.

CATSES OF DISQUIETUDE.

*\Why art thou cast down, O my roul? and why ert
thou disquicted witkin me?"—Fse. x liii. 5.

Eterral objects make large demands on our
time, attention, and feeling. Aneffort is re-
quired to converse with the soul, and to look
into all that pertains to its life, health, and
enjoyment. In this world of changes the soul
cannot escape their influence. No position in
society, no station in life, can claim exemption
from cbange. The peasant in his cottage and
monarch in the palace are both exposed to
vicissitodes. This Psalm was written by David
when exiled from his home and deprived of the
heart-reviving services of God's house. TUnder
these circumstances he was much depressed
and distressed. The language of the text is in
barmony with the feclings of God’'s children
when under the influence of similar causes.
The joy of picty may be occasionslly inter-
rapted, but such aninterruption should lead to
inquiry into the cause or causes of gloom or
aprritual dejection.  Here are some of them :—

Imperfect and incorrect vicws of the word and
uays of God.

We often need to be reminded, that “whom
the Lord loves be chastens.” We know that
God bas pronounced them blessed who fear,
love, and trust bim, and that he has said,
“The path of the just is as the shining light,
shining morc and more unto the perfect day.”

Our spirits arc too mach affected by the
external brightness or gloom, and too little
afiected by the immutable word of truth. Our
ptreeptions of the truth are dim, confused, and
iceffective. And herein is an impediment to
sajoyment, a cause of gloom, fer witha defec-
tive knowledge of the word there is not unfre-
queatly found 8 morbid and a wroag percep-
tion of the ways of God in providence; and we
hastaly conclude that prescntadverse and pain-
fal cvents are signs of the Divine displeasure,
and we mournfully exclaim, * All these things
are egainst me, " when the process is going
on for our good.

Tac pressure of confinwed affliction not unfre-
qacntly depresses the spirits and promotes spirit-
tal dejection.  \When stroke after stroke comes
m rapd saccession, the spirits sink and an in-
ward gloom casts its dsrk shadow over the
wbole region of thought and feeling. It is
then that the sonl is cast down, disquicted
with gricvons thoughts, distressing doubts and
datk forcbodings, until God is heard to say 1
will not contend for ever, neitber willl be
alway wroth, for the spivit and soul should
fail before me

Constrtzlional dedility is very frequently an-
other cause of spiritual depression.  Natures
vary in their temperameat.  Some are all buoy-
antand cheerful, aod view cvery object through
abright and brightening atmosphere; others
are atrzbilions and have an inherent tendency
iolook at cverything througha darkening lens;
these never see the sun but as other people see

it only in an cclipse. The writer of the
seventy-seventh Psalm furnishes a specimen of
this depressior in his plaint in the seventh
to the ninth verse, and pcints out its cause in
the tenth verse when he says, ¢ This is my 1n-
firmity.” The Lord “knows our frame, he
remembers we are dust. ”

Temptations to sin occasion depression. Whe-
ther successfully resisted or victorious, they
worry,perplex;and distress the mind they assail.
Even the bumanity of Christ seems to have
been exbausted under the influence of tempta-
tion, so that ‘“‘angels came and ministered
unto him.” Temptations develop the hidden
evils of the heart, divert the soul's attentivn
from Christ, interrupt its peace a2nd joy, and
make it exclaim, ¢ Why art thou cast down?”

Falling into sin depresses the soul of the be-
liever. Alas for the wild and wandering heart ¢
It sometimes falls into snares. It allows its
hold on God to be loosened, its bigh commun-
ings with heaven to be disturbed, its thoughts
to be diverted from the cross and stained with
*he world’s poliution. Some dormant passion
is awakened, some old habit is aroused, scme
besetting sin is called into exercise, and guilt
isbrought on the conscience ; doubt of sonship
sheds its darkness on the soul, peace is driven
from its home, the Holy Spirit is grieved, and
in the intensity of grief and penitence the soul
looks into itself with secarching glance and
exclaims, * Why art thou disquicted 7" It
soon discovers that sin is the cause of the dis-
quictade, hasiens with penitence to the throne
of mercy, and cries with carnestness and impor-
tunity—

f Return, O Holy Dove, return,
Sweet messenger of rest,

I hate the sins that made thee mourn,
And drove thee from my breast.”

In looking into the causes of spiritual dejec-
tion, there is much need to guard against the
crror of those who ascribe their gloom to the
sovercignty of God, when the canse may be in
themselves. Itisbad enough to write bitter
things agsinzt ourselves, but it is worse to
write bitter things against God. He has told
us, ¥ That he does not afflict willingly nor
gricve the children of men.” If the light of
his countenance shine not upon us it is our
wisdom to humble ourselves before him, to look
by faith again to the cross, and pray, © Restore
unto me the joy of thy sxlivation and uphold
me with thy free spirit."—Sunday at Home.

THE CARE OF OUR THOUGHTS.

A care of our thoughts is the greatest pre-
soreative against actual sins. It is a most ces-
tain truth that the greatest sin that ever was
committed was at first but a thought. The
foulest wickedness, the most moastrous im-
piety, arose from so small a speck as & first
thought max be resembled to. " The most
horrid thing that cver was done, as well as
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he most noble and virtuous action that ever
was accomplished, bad no greater beginning. ’
Of such a quick growth and spreading nature
i3 sin, that it rivals even the kingdom of hea- ’
ven, which our Lord telleth us “is like a grain
of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed ‘
in his field: which indeed is the least of ali
sceds; but when it is grown up (in those ‘
countries), it is the greatest among herbs, and
becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air ’
come and lodge in the branches thereof.”
(Matth. xiii. 31). The Apostle James (i. 13-
15) represents it by s simile of another nature.
‘“Let no man say when he is tempted,
I am tempted of God; for God cannot be
temnpted with evil, neither tempteth he any man,
but every man is tempted when he is drawn
away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when
last hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin; and
sip when it is finished, bringeth forth death.”
It is conceived, bred, lives, andjgrows in a
man, till at last it holds him in perpetual sub-
Jjection, and “reigos in his mortel bedy® (Rom.
vi. 12). And, therefore, it is absolutely neces-
sary that we goyern and manage our thoughts,
without which it will be impossible that we
skonld avoid falling into divers sins; and, as
we may be tempted to commit even the great-
est sing, we must carefully watch against the
beginnings, if we hope toavoid the last degrees
of evil.—Church of Scotland Record.

Tre Qaspre.—A burning candle is blown
out by the breath, and by the same breath a
smoking onc is blown in; and, even so, it is
cqually easy for the Most High to take away
our prosperity when it makes us proud, and
to restore it to us whea we are humbled. He
does the one with the breath of Hisdispleasure,
the other with that of His grace.

¢ Ppaver.~Then only can we pray with
hope when we have done our best. Prayer
without means is a mockery of God. No
Christian may think it enough to pray alone.
He is no true Israelite who will not be ready
to lift up the weary hands of God's saints. No |
cvil can surprise us if we watch, no cvil can
hurt us if we pray.”

& IoLevess.—Paradise scrved not only to
fced Adam's senscs, but to exercise his bands.
He must labour because he was happy; we
must labour that we may be so. How much

more cheerfully we go about our business, so
much nearcer we come {0 our paradise.”

“® A Harry Dearn—To hive bolily is the |
way to dic safely, happily. There is no good
steward but is glad of his audit ; his straight
accounts desire nothing more than a dis-
charge”®

© CosFIDENCE 1¥ Gon.—Checr up, then, my
soul ; and upon the fixed apprehension of the
glory to be revealed, while thy weak partaer,
™y body, droops and languishes under the sad
load of years and infirmities, sing thou to thy
God cven in the wmidaight of thy sorrows, and
in the deepest darkness of death itself, songs
of confidence, songs of spiritual joy, songs of

praise and thenksgiving, saying with all the
glorified ones, * Blessing, honour, glory, and |
power be unto him thatsitteth upon the throne, |
2nd unto the Lamb for ever and erer! ™
Biskop Hell.

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

THE CREATION.

‘Thus the heavens and the oxrth were finished, and
all the host of them.’—GEN. ii. L.
Yotse heart, impatient of tty powers,
Why wilt thou fret to keow
That knowledge comes with weary hours,
And heavy step, and slow ?

That each thing great in its degree
In toil and care begins,
And no perfection here may ke
But that which labour wins ?
Perchance *twas writ to do thee shame,
That He, whom angels praise,
Paused o'er His fair creation's frame,
And lingered six long days.
His word at once had hung them there,
Plapet, and star, and sun ;—
Perchance, to teach thee patient care,
He made them one by one,

Think how the great world silent lay,
A void and formless place,

God's Spirit brooding fur away
Over the water's face,—

Till, bursting on that darkress wide,
The glorious light had birth,

Aund, in ber beauty and her pride,
He made the fair young earth.

Three days she hung all cold and still,
Wrapp'd in that sunless light,
No golden lustre on the hill,
No silver moon at night.
God made the sun, and in bis ray
Spracg flowers by stream and meadovw;
Cn all her heights the sunlight lay,
And on ber sward the shadow.
The graceful moonbeams touched her sod
With slanting silver bars;
¢ Shouted for joy the sons of God,
And sang the worning stars.
Slowly He wrought, and duly set
All things above, below ;—
TWilt thou, His creature, chide and fret
If thine advance be slow ?
Patience, and zeal, and toil He asks;
Then, let thine heart be strong,
Nor weary of thy lowly tasks,
Becanse the timo is loag.
Cici. Fraxcis ALZXANDER.

We have commenced in this pumber a
new series written by an old correspon-
dent, who was long and favourably knewn
to our readers, on the prominent characters
in the New Testament.  The first of the
series on “ the Parents of our Lord” will
be read with interest. .

Our correspondent “K ™ was too late in
sending his letter, if he wished it to be
inserted in thisissue; but he will see that
a “Lay Reader ™ has gone over the same
ground.

A report from the Preshytery of Guelpb,
containing much that is interesting wss
reccived too late for insertion in this nam-

| ber.



