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CRIRISTIAN BANNER.

¢ 1fany man epeak, let him speak as the aracles of God.”
“This in love, that we walk after his commandmenta.”

YOL. VUI. COBOURG, DECEMBER, 1854. NO. 12*

CHATMERS EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY.

Dr. Chalmers was not, ir the current acceptation of the term, a
partizan—. Ile had 2 mind too noble,a spirituality +oo large and wide,
to move in the modern semi-cirole of scholastic divinity. He spoke
and wrote the height of a high mountain above the mers party men
of his day. If any man asksa new proof of this, and will accept at
the same time of a most valuable train of reflections apperiaining to
the testimor’y which the Christian Religion earrics with it, let him
peruse with eare the following extract from his Evidences of Chris.
tianity :— B

Were a verbal communication to come to us from a person at a
distauce, there are two ways in which we might try to satisfy our-
selves that this was a true communication, and that there was no
imposition in the affair. We might either sit in examination upon the,
substance of the message; and then from what we knew of the per-
08 from whom it professed to come, judge whether it was probable
that such a message would be sent by him ; or ¥« wmay sit in examin-
tion upon the eredibility of the messengers. :

It is evident, thit in carrying on the first examination, we might

sonal conversation with Lim. We may be so fir ignorant of bis

character and desigus, as to be unqualifird to judge of the kind of !

communication that should proceed fro:a him. To estimate aright
the probabic guthenticity of the message from what we know of its

. author, would require an acquaintance with his plans, and views, and !
gireamstances, of which we may not be in possession. We may

Lring tho greatest degree of sagacity to this investigatien ; but then

. . - . o . sl .
i tho highast segacity is of no avail, when there is * da-unwufficiency of

© data.  Qur ingenuity may be unbounded; but then we may want:;—

the materials. The principle which we assusic may be untrac’ in

itself; and therefore may Le fallacious in its application:’ :
- Thus, we:msy derive very little light from our first-argument
But there is-still a second int reserve—the eredibility of thé‘messcn
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be subject to very great uncertainty. The professed author of the °
communieation in question may live at such a distance from us that |
we may never have it in our power to verify his message by any per-
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" 314 THE CHRISTIAN BANNER.

gers. We may be no judges of the kind of communication which is
nataral, or likely to proceed from a person with whom we are but
imperfeotly acquainted ; but we may be very competent judges of the
degreo of faith that is to be reposed in the bearers of the communi-
cation. We may know and appreciate the natural signs of veracity.
There is a tone and a manner characteristic of honesty, which may
be both intelligible and convincing. There may be a concurrence of
several messcngers. There may be their substantial agreement.—
There may be the total want of any thing like concert or conclusion
amoug them. Thero may be their deterinined and unarimous perse.
verance, in spite of all the incredulity and all the oprosition which
they meet with. The subject of the communication may be most un-
palatable to us ; and we may be so unreasonable, as to wreak our
unpleasant feelings upon the bearers of it. In this way, they may
not only havo no eartaly interest to deseive ug, but have the strongest
inducement possible to abstain from insisting upon that message
which they were charged to deliver. Lastof all, as the conclusive
seal of theirawthenticity, they may all agrce in giving ns a watch-

. word, whick we previously knew. eould be given by nome but their

master ; and which none but his messengers could over obtain the
possession of. In this way, unfruitful as all our cfforts may have
been upon the first subject of examination, we may derive from the
second the most decisive evidence that the message in question is a
real message, and was actually transmitted to us by its professed
author. -

Now, this consideration applies in ull its parts to a message from
God. The argument for the truth of this messaze vesolves itself
into the same two tupics of examination. We may sit in judgment
upou the subject of the message; or we may sit in judgment upon
the cedibility of its bearers. .

The first forms a great part of that argument for the truth of the :

Christian religion, which comes under the head of its 2ntcreel evi.

i"dences.  The substance of the messaga is neither more nor less than
thay particular acheme of the divine esonomy whieh is revealed to us |

in the New Testamont ; and the point of inquiry is, whether this
scheme be consistent with that knowledge of God und his aturi-
butes which we are previously in possession of ? ) '

It appears to muawy, that no effectusl argument can be founded upon
this consideration, because they do mot crunt themselves enoagh ac-
guainted with the des‘gus or character of the being from whom the
message professes to have come. Were the auther of the message
some distaut and anknown individual of our owo species, we would

scarcely be entitled to found an argumend upon any comparison of :
ours, betwixt the import of the message and the character of the in-

dividual, even though webad our general experience of humaa nature

' to help us in ths speculution. Now, of the invisible God, we have
ng experience whatever. Weouare still further removed from all di-
. rect and personal observation of him or of his counsels. Whether

we think of the eternity of his goveruwent, or the mighty rauge of
ite influence over the wide departments of nature and providence, he

"



THE CHRISTIAN, BANNER. 31

stands at such a distance from us, as to make the mansgement of his
empire a subject inaccessible to all our faculties.

. Xt is evident, however, that this does not apply to the second topic |

of examination. The bearers of the message were beings like our-
selves; and we can apply our safe and certain experience of man to
their conduct and testimony. We may koow too little of God, to
found any argument upon the coincidence which we conceive to exist
between th:e scopo of the message and our previous conceptions of its,
suthor. But we may know enough of man to pronounce upon the
credibility of the messengers. Had they the manner and physiog-
nomy of honest men? Was their testimony resisted, and did they
persevere in it? IHad they any interesd in fubricating the message;

.or did they suffer in consequence of this perseverance? Did they

suffer to such a degree as to constitute a satisfying pledge of their
integrity? Was there more than one messenger, did they agree as
to the substance of that communication which they made to the world?
Did they 2xhibit any special mark of their office a8 the messengers
of God; such a mark as none but God could give, and nene but his
approved messengers could ebtain the possession of? Was this mark
the power of working miracles; and were these miracles so obviously
sddressed to the senses. as to leave no suspicion of deseit behind
them? These are questions which we feel our competency to take
up and decide upon. They lie within the legitimate houndaries of
buman observation; and upen the solution of these do we rest the
question of the truth of the Christian religion.

This, then, is the state of the' question with those to whom the
message was originally addressed.  Tuey had personal access to the

messengers; aud the cvidences of their veraeity lay before them. |

They were the eye ard car-witnesses of “2osc facts which occurred
at the commencement of the Christian religion, and upon which its
credibility rests. What met their observation must bave been
cnough to satisfy them; but we live at the distance of nearly 2000
years, and is therd enough to satisfy us? Those facte, which consti-
tute the evidenees of Christianity, might have heen credible and con-

. vincing to them, if they really saw them ; but [is there any way by

which they can be rendered eredible” and eonvincing to us who only
read of them? What is the expedient by which the knowledge and
belief of the men of other times can be transmitted to posterity?
Can we distinguish Letween a corvupt and & fuithful transmission?
Have we evidcnce before us, by which we can ascertain what was the
belief of those to whom the messuge was first communicated 7~ And
can the belief which existed in their minds be derived to ours, by
our sitting In judgment upon the reasons which produce it ?

The surest way in which the belief and knowledge of the men of
former ages can be transmittcd to their deseendants is through the
medium of written testiwony ; and i4 is fortunate for us, that the
records of the Christian religion are not the only historical documents
which have come down to us. A great variety of information has
come down to us in this way ; and a great pavt of that information
is firmly belicved, and s confidently proceeded uponm, as if the

L:king narrated had bappened within the limits of our eye-sight, No
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man doubts the invasion of Britain by Julius Cssar; and no man
1 doubts, therefore, that & conviotion of the truth of past events may

be fairly produced in the mind by the instrumentality of « wrilten
| memorial, This-is the kind of evidence which is chiefly appealed to
for the truth of ancient history ; aud it is counted satistying evidence
for all that part of it, which is received and depended upon.

In laying before thg reader, then, the evidence for the truth of
Christianity, we do not call his mind to any singular or unprecedent-
ed exerciges of its faculties. We call upon him to pronouuce upon
the credibility of written documents, whiok profess to have been pub-
lished at-a-eertain age, by certain authors. The inguiry involves in it
no prinoiple which is not appealed to every day in questions of ordi-
nary criticism. To sit in judgment on the credibility of & written
document, is » frequent and familior exercise of the understanding
with literary men. It is fortunate for the human mind, when so in-
teresting a question as its religious faith can be placed under the tri-
bunal of such evidence as it is competent to pronounce upon. It was
fortunate for those to whem C€hristianity (2 professed communication
from heaven) was first addressed, that they could decide upon ‘the
genuineness of the commuuication by such familiar and every day
principles, as the mark of truth or falschood in the human bearers of
that communication, And it is fortunate for us that when, aftev
that communication has assumed the form of a historieal document,
we can pronounce upon the degree of credit which should be attached
J£o it, by the very came-exercise of the mind wlich we so confidently
engage in, when sittingin examination upon other historical docu-
ments that have eome down to us from antiquity.

Ve are ready to admit, that as the object of the inquiry is not the
charaoter, but the trath of Christiznity,the pbilosopher shouid be
.careful to protect his mind from the delusion of its charms. Ile
should separate the exercises 6f the understanding from the tenden-
cies of the fancy or of the heart. Jle should ke prepared ‘to follow
Ahe light of evidence,theugh it may lead him to conclusions the most
| painful and melaneholy. e should train bis mind to all the hardi-
. Bood of abstract and unfegling intolligence. He should giveup every
-||- thing to-the supremacy of argumens, and be able to renounce, without
- & sigh, all the tenderest posseasions of infancy, the moment that truth
demands-of him the sacrifice.

‘Had the subject not been sacrod. and had the same'tesfimony been
. given to the facts that'are connected with it, we are satisfied that the
history of Jesus in tae New Testament would have been looked upon
‘a8 the best supported by evidence of any-histczy-bhat has come down
- to us. It would assist us in appreciafing tho evidence for the truih
,of the gospel history, if we'could coueeive fora moment, that Jesus
instead of. being'the founder of a rew school of philosophy, and
that:tho different histories which Love come dewn to us Lad werely
.4 Tepresented him-2g an extraordinary person, who had rendered him-

)

"

and tho beneficence of his. petionp. We venturg to fay, that had
i_,thxg.,been ‘the case, & tenth part ‘of the tes imouy which has actual-

self illustrious among Lis countrymen by the wirdom of bis sayings,.

¢ 1y Lecn given,_%oﬁjdtﬁave Leew'enaugh to satisfy us. Had it been:)
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a3 _quesiion of mere crudition, where neither a prodilection in favor
of a religion, nor an antipathy against it, could have impressed a
bias in any one direction, the testimony, both in weight and in quan-
tity, would have been looked upon asquite unexampled in the whole
compass of ancient literature,

There is something in the very sacredness of the subject which
intimidates the understanding/and restrains it from making the
same firm and confident application of its faculties, which it would
have felt itself perfectly warranted to do, bad it been a question of
ordinary history. Had the apostles been the disciples of some emi-
nent philosopher, and the fathers of the church, their immediate
successors in the office of presiding over the discipline and instruo-
tion of the numerous schools which they had established, this would
have givon a secular complexion to the argument, which we think
would havebeen more satisfying to the mind, and have impressed
upon it a closer and more familiar conviction of the history in ques.

. tion. 'We should have immediately brought it into comparison with

the history of other philosophers, and could not have failed to re-
cognise that, in minuteness of information, in weight and quantity
of evidence, in the concurrence  of numerous and independent testi-
monies, and in the total absence of every circumstance that should
disposc us to annex suspicion to the account which lay before us, it
far surpassed ary thing that had come dowa to us frowm antiquity.
It so happens, howsver, that, instead of heing the history of a philo-
sopher, it is the history of a prophet. The veneration we arnex to
the sacredness of such a character, mingles with our belief" in the
truth of his history. From a quostion of simpie truth, it becomes
a questionin which the heart is interested ; and the subject from
Jhat moment assumes a cortain holiness and mystery, which veil the
strength of the argument, and takes off from that familiar add inti.
mate conviction which we annex to the far less authenticated histo-
ries of profane authors. -

It may be further observed, that every part of the Christian argu-
ment has heen made to undergo a most severe scrutiny. The sanie
degrce of evidence which in questiens of ordinary histofy
commands the easy and universal acquieseence of every inquirer, has,
in the subject before us, been taken most thoroughly to piecey, and
pursaed, both by friends and enemies, into all its ramifications.” The
effect of this is unquestionable. The genuineneis and authenticity
of the profane historian, are admitted upen much inferior evidence
to what we can addace for the different pieces which make-up the
New Testameént.

A SOLILOQUY.

Froin the Christian Baptist.

The following brief soliloquy originated from a temptation to ha
or the strong side :— : -

How happy are they who sail with wind and tide down the stream
of popuiar osteem, having the banks of the stream. on which they

are embarked lined with admiting . orowds, waving their hats and
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bowing their headsin sign of approbation and admiration. How
tranquilly they glide along. When the sun shines and 2ll is calm
biow easy and happy their voyage. When storms arise, they betako
themselves to the shore, and find themselves safe and happy in the
caresses of admiring thousands, How eaviable they ! Who would
not desire ahd seek thoir happy lot. Contrast it with that of yon-
der small company in a little bark, toiling against wind and current
ascending the_rapid stream of vulgar applause. How imperceptiblo
their advances.—After whole nights and daysof toilsome rowing,
they appear not to bave distanced the shadow of a man of tall stature.
No choers nor congratulations from the spectators who chance to cast
an eye upon them from the bank, except now and then a solitary
‘God spoed’ from some obseure onc perched upon some rock or islaund
who has himself been buffeted with hardships.
Such was she prospect before me while I viewed the landscape
with the wrong end of the teleseope next my eye ; butall of a sudden
[ turned the other end, and strange indced was the change in the
scenery, I mow could read theinscription on the colors of the de-
i, scending barge and that on the ascending skiff. I could see all de-
; voted to present happiness, and those to who sought happiness in
't both worlds, on the sign of those descending, but not onc of the ad-
mirers of their course, nor of those embarked on that voyage, had
i1 yet died. I looked up the stream, and found, from the inscription
't and other hicroglyphicsupon the skiff, that their destiny was not to
'! any port on earth, and that their eye was fixed upon somo invisible
i; and distant goed, ofsuch charns as to make them sing ard triumph
at every pall they gave the oar. A small company of the living and
all that had ever died looked upon them either with perfect cowmpla-
eency—vwith a wishful, or an envious e¢ye. In presenting the two
rival courses of the whole human race thus to the eye of my mind, I
could better appreciate the wisdom and happiness which distinguish
the respective courses of the sons of men. But am I not, said I,

. thus confounding my own reflections with a diseriptive and symbolic
representation of things addressed to the consideration of the others.
True, it appears 8o. But if I gain my end this way more readily,
what is the difference ?

O my soul, do you not know that every good intention of yours,
and every good effort of yoars, were it only tosubdue one evil ineli-
nation, is witnessed with admiration by all the excellent that ever
lived- Do you not remember that the Saviour said there is joy in
heaven over one reforming sinuer, and even too amongst the angels
of God ; and ean you think that one good deed of yours is viewed
with indifference by any of the exalted dignitaries of the heavens |
When you make one righteous cffort to promise goeodness in your.
self, or iu any human being, know, that every good man on earth
approves your course, and is upon-your side ; yes, and all the spir.
its of the dead. The wicked spirits know that you are wise, and
caunot ‘but appreve your way ; aud all the holy and hLappy from
righteous Abel, Jook down upon you with delight, and congratulate

-you on evéry advance you can make in' goodness. Stronger and more

it
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numerous are thoso upon your side than they that are on the side of
your opposers. When you are tempted to consult your reputation
and your worldly advancement amongst men, O refleot how little
they can do for you, and how much against your happiness. Can
they soothe your troubles, can they heal your wounds, can they re-
move your fears, or tranquilize your agitations ¢ No, no—full well
you might know, from your past expericnce, how little they can de
for you. 'When they once smiled upon you and congratulated you,
were not your acts foolish, and did not the very decds for which they
praised you give you pain ? Have you not found yourself distressed
beyond the reach of mortal power and cartiaborn remedies to relieve,
and will you now, when God has smiled upon you, pay your homage
to human adulation, and seek to please the proud and the vain who
cannot bless you? No, iy soual, you cannot thus sin against your
own felicity.  Will it be not more than & reward for all privations
aud affronts in the way of goodness and self-denied obedience, to re-
flect how all the goud and wisein Heaven’s esiimation have toiled
with you and now approbate your progress ; and when you struggle
with allurements, they all with intensc iuterest await the issue, and
are ready to hail you with triumpbant joy as victor. Be assured,
then, in all your struggles in behalf of truth and goodness, that every
just man upon earth, every happy spirit in the invisible wordd, every
angel in heaven, and what is more than all, your Redeemerand your
Heavenly Father,are all upon your side, and ready to put the iucor-

“ruptible crown upon your head, and to greet you witha hearty wel-

come, saying, Weil done, you good and faithful servant., Let theso
reflections cause you never to despond amidst difficulties ; never to
faint in adyersity; never to yield to temptation ; never to Scek the

graise of men at the risque of forfeiting the praise of God. Remem-

er that day hastens with every pulse, when you would rather have
the smiles of your Lord and Saviour, when you would rather be ap-
proved by him, than to be hailed by an admiring world as the para.
gon of every worldly excellence, as the sovereign arbiter of all the
crowns and thrones that morals ever coveted. Think, O think how
many smiles attest your conquests, and how many eyes with sadness
would behold your discomfiture in this glorious struggle.—Fired by
these considerations, the weak side Lecomes the st:onger, and it 1s
eagy 10 burst through «ll the restraiots which™ worldly pride and
worldly policy would throw as obstaclesin your, way. * Remember
Lot's wife.

THE PAMPHLET FROM NASHVILLE.
This pamphlet, prepared by our old fri~nd J. B. Ferguson, whose

religious views have undergone a very.guedt change, is of some inter-

terest from the fact that its author, in this docuuent, gives us a
tolerably clear understanding of ‘his position relative to Unitari-

anism, Universalism, Spiritualism, and Progression. Mr. Ferguson .

Lias in this yamphlet written hozestly, kindly, and candidly. -His
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»
'

style and manner throughont, will, we judge, be accoptable to a

_majority of the e¢lass for which he has written. T'hat many who
neither critisize nor read the Lord’s oracies, will welcome Mr. I.’s
« statement of belief,” body, soul, and spirit, we have littlo reason to
doubt. N '

But wehave neither leisure nor taste for an orderly and lengthen.
ed review of the ¢ Pastor” of the  People™ of Nashville, or perad-
venturceof the “People” of all Tennessee. Qn turning the leaves of
the pampllet this morning, some four brief sections were found
marked, the penciling of a former day, when the “Pastor” and his pa-
ges had been glancingly examined. * Reader, here are the ex-
tracts:.

Tor myself I would candidly say, I do not believe in the eternity
of punishment for any creature of God. I did once accept this doe-
trine, but could never state it with the carnestness of conviction,
and in my early ministry generally avoided it as a subject to be fur-
ther examined. But my convictions are now matured, and I hesi-
tate not to avow, most solemnly, that I believe the idea of an eterni-
1y of turture has no basisin ajust interpretation of any Revelation
of God—that it i3 opposed to the characteristic prineiple of Christian-
ity—repugnant to right reason and every pure instinct of the soul
of man.

If God is perfect in goodness—if his pature is the very essence
of love or benevolence, he must have designed the happin2ss of his
creatures. In giving them cxistence he must have given it as a
blessing. If perfectly wise, he must have adopted the best possible
method of securing that existence as a blessing ; and if infinitely
powerful, every circumstance must have been so guarded as to pro-
mote and not defeat that purpose. A Dbeing of absolute goodness

- cannot form a creature for unending wretchednes:. Through the
ovils, then, of our present lot, by which alone it wag possible to give
us such an existence as we bave received, ke isleading us from im-
maturity (not natural depravity) to maturity ; and as our earth life
doea not,could not securs this end, he has made us heirs of another
life, where he also reigus supreme—supreme in goodness to desiga,
wisdom to ptovide for, and powerto secure the farther and eternal ad-
vances of bis offspring. .

The idea of a future life is not a mistake. It is an instinet with
man, and is provided for in his nature. Like the idea of God, it is
universal, and the rude form in which it clothes itself according to
the culture of the individual and the times are -no mean evidences
of its universal existence. Minds truly illuminated, such as tho
Prophets of Israel and the Apostles of Christianity, taught their
religions truths concerning human duty and divine worship in the
forms of their prevalent culture. Henee 14 would be 2s rational to
believe God & great man, because the Seriptares describe him as hav-

.ing, eyes, éarg,hands, and human passions; as-so believe in the etern-

ity-of fire -and torment in an under world, because the overthrow-
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of govarnments and the issues of false conduct in individusls are so
described. Any truth, thereforo, which they address to our intuition
and the existing state of our culture, o receive, not because they de-
liver it, but because itis truth, and wo find a response to it in our
own development Here,2s evsrywhere, wo must distinguish be-
tween the human acd divine.

Let it be remembered inat Jesus nover wrote a book, and that
wo have his teaching in tia imporfect languago of his tlmes, and wo
will have no du"ﬁculr.y in ﬁndx:'j the origin of the crude idea of God
and absurd notions of the futu  that still clmr' as the debris of revo.
lutionary ages, to many of our churches, who ia profession at least,
receive the Scriptures only toc liberally.

When Mr. Ferguson avers that © A being of absolute goodness
cannot form a creatur. {or uncrding wretchcdness," he can be un-
derstood without an isterproter. Now it is to be regretted that

. Rationalism snd that peculiar limb of it callel Universalism are

always chargeable with irrationality in making and combatting pro-
positions whom no man on carth—Turk, Jew, or C hristian—believes.
“ Form a creature for unendicg wretchedness”"—! Such a senti-
ment, couached in such language, we expect to find when infidels in
their own wize wisdom attgmpt to carieature the God whom Chris-
tians worship. Who ever yet found a therough bred Iufidel or &
full grown Rationalist join issue on any proposition believed in or
maintained by a man of faith 2 of faith In Jesus the Lord ?

The gracious Parent who created the universe never formed a
creature for either ending or unending wretchedness. All that
came from his forming hap * was ‘“ Goed,” and harmony, happiness,
holiness were included iz. this term that characterized the Divine
handiwork. God created man a noble being, modeling him after
tlie noblest of all models—himself ; and it would be just as rational
Rationalism to assert that the Great Father planned and arranged
unhappiness for himself, as toargue that he created man for wretch-
edness either with end or without ead.

Let us re-vamp and {rim up the declaration thus,“ A being of
absclue goodness canform a creature for ending wretohedness,”
and send it back to Nashville for acceptance, What say you, friend
I‘erguson 2 Will you endorse ? If you do not perceive that this
is your logie, theologized, it is far too evident that your organs of
vision are filmy. And whata ohatacter does this Rahonahsm give
to the ¢ Father of Mercxea & he dld create, says Unwersahsm, a Tace
of intelligent beings fo* wretchednesa 1 but "blessed unwersai
benevolence, he arranged in their ‘oreation that” ﬁxcu' wretchednesa
sbould ‘endaro only for & limited period ! 1 ! '
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It is indeed far more sickening than a heavy dose of lobelia to ox-
amine even alightly such impertinent, undignified, and bat-eyed Ra.
tionalism, hateched in Germauny, fed to the ﬁuttermg point at Bos.
ton, and made to soar to' undefinable regions from Nashville, While
God enunciates in a clear tone that sin has been superinduced, sae-
ing that ho “ cannot tempt any man,” and while over every spot
whore wretchedness appears there is written in readable language,

# Ax Exesy mata poxE Tuis,” the adventuring doctor of dxvmxty,
with a zeal for new discovery, and regardless of heaven's unerring
oracles, pitches headlong into the ditch of perverted reason and boasts
of his height when he is constantly sinking,

It never scems to have occurred to the new school of philosophers,
whose sparks of reason are so bright, $hat punishment, in the govern-
ment of God, isnot even a primary effect. Temptation first; trans-
gression next; punishment third.  Brother James, one of the ardain.
cd Twelve, makes it out in these terms :—first, lust ; second, sin;
third, death. This is precisely what we mean by temptation, trans-
gression, punishment ; and if the © God of all grace” does not lead
any man into temptation and hence docs not induce kim intc trans.
gression, it is quite evident thatiny iclding to temptation and becom-
ing a, transgressor, he is the active and immediate agent in bringing |
and continuing punishment upon himself.

This being true, the two fanciful concepticns relative o ¢ forming
a creature for wretchedness’ and ‘the eternity of punishment’ plan-
ned and designed for man, are fatally smmen and cast among nonen-
tities.

Man, formed mth mte]hgence, blessed with freedom and noble en”
dowments, and having the offer of divire truth, divine love, and di-
vine happiness, but rejecting heaven's overtures apd choesing the
guidance, influence, and waywardness of the great Enemy, why, yes,
why, O Rationalist, should henot bea joint partaker inall that ap-
pertaing to the destiny of this Enemy? Why should any one, cven
the most wicked, be deprived of his wages?

Now who but a during and noyel-loving speculatist ever thought
seriously of the old adversary renendmv or reforming ? And if wick-
¢d men have a common doow with the unrepenting, unreformable
Loemy, who with any degree of right-reason thinks of a time when
God will be willing to say to these impure apirits,* Come, ye blessed
who were banished my prescuee; your long association with tho ad-

you are henceforth all saints togetker—they by the Lord Jesus and
you by the devxl‘—'z— —1 1
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O Jerusalem, Jerusalem; would that all men might go up and
hoar the prophots and apostles whom God sent to you, and henee to |
all the world, that all might hear the voicoof God, unerriagly, and
be saved not only from one weak species of speculation, bai from sin,
death, and cternal connexion with the anthor allill. D. 0.

e ——

{  The New York Crusader can touch off some portraits to a niceity.
| In deseribing the genus monk, he says—

Tho MonZ is an anthropomorpbous animal ; cowled ; howling at
night; always thirsty. .

The body of the monk is biped, erect, with a somewhat crooked :
back ; head hanging down and crowned; the whole body covered %’

t
E
! MEN AND MONKS. | t
{

with 2 woolen garmout, with the exception of certain varieties,
that bave some parts uncovered. Itisa greedy, stinking, and un- |
! olean animal, always tormented with thirst, and would sooner starve |
{ thar work, in order to obfain food. The monks herd together at ;
sunrise and sunsel, and some varieties at midnight. Whenever one
monk begins to howl, the whole berd does the same. They flock to-
gother at the sound of a bell and wusually walk in couples. They
live by rapine or begging ; and they maintain, that the world was
i oreated for their benefit. :
:{  The fomale monk, vulgarly called a nun is scarcely different from
‘t the masle, except thatshe wearsa veil and is more cleanly, Iaborious
! and less thirsty. When young she is generally as playful as a kit.
i ten, and eatches at everything she sees : when old, gossiping, quar-
relsome, aud ill-natured. -
i Hear him as he thus declares the difference betweer .man and
i} the monk :
i Mon speaks, reasons, wills ; the monk is frequently mute and has
-i neither reason nor will, being entirely governed by the will of his su-
yj perior.  Man works with his head erect—a monk’s hangs down,and
ij hiseyes fixed upon the ground. Man eats his bread in the sweat of
@ hig brow; the Monk fattens in idleness. Man lives among his fel-
:{ low-creatures ; the monk seeks solitude and flies from daglight.
i; Henece, it is evident that the monk forms a distinet genus of mamma-
' lia, which hold a middle place'and formsa conneciing link between |
man and the monkey. . A

The genus monk niay be divided into three great families : the
omuivorous, the ichthyophagus, and the graminivorous. ‘ :
~ The characters by which the various species of monks are defined

. ara taken from the heid, the feet, the cowl, and the dress.

The head is either hairy, or bristly, or shaven. Itis fathermore
diversified by a sercular.crop of.bair, by a hairy or furrowed crown,
and by a beardless or bearded chin.

. . The feet. are shod, half shod, or bare.

To— ——y

oty e e man
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! - The cowl is eitherreversible, or loose, ox removable. Tt is” fur-
tharmore accuminated, fannel-shapped, heartshiaped, short, elongat-
.ed, with a pointed top.

* ON THE GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST..
Mz. Orvipmant:—DPlease insert in the pages of the Bunner, the
following remarks on Church Government, and oblige,
Yours; Truly,
A BisLe Coristian.

Presuming that the Christian Oracles are alone sufficient, without
the aid of Creeds and Confessions, to guide the Christian enquirer
into all truth, and satizfied as T am that an impartial examination of
the Word of God will prove to a demonstration, that independency
! ig the enly form of C'hurch polity taught therein; and that Presby-
| terianism, whom Milton designated as * old priest writ large,” con-
* jointly with the Bpiscopacy of the Episcopasy of the English church

' and Episcopacy among Methodists, cannot trace their erigin to the
i Christian primitive church, but rather to the “Mother of Abomina-

1
| tions,” who bas Ler scat on the banks of the Tiber, I procoed to prove
} Trom the Bible the “ divine origin” of that form of Church Govern-
1 ment: called ¢ Independency.”

What, then, is the Church of Gud, which he has purchased with
his-own blood? What is its nature and constituiion ? and what are
the permanent officers and ordinances of a Christian Church?

1st. It is well known that the lapse of time alsers the signification.

f of words, 50 as to make it difficult to ascertain their original import.
i And perhaps this remark holds good respecting the various appro-
i priated appellations used in the Scriptures as generally as with any
' ¢lass of words whatever. The word Churck is the one we have to
© do with at present. In the language of the New Testament, it
: means in its civil and anappropriated applicatiun, au assembly of any
! desoriptionin a state of association: And in a religious seuse it
! means an assembly of Christians, cdlled ont from the world, and uni-
| ted Dby the bonds of christian love; or the whole sosiety of God's
people. But as Professor Campbell says, “ in any intermedistesense
between a singie congregation, and the whole community of Chris
tians, not one instance can be brought of the application of the word
in saored writ.” : ’
In the language of modern sectarians, however, its meaning isvery

nals in conclave assembled. When used by Protestunt Episcopa-
lians it 'means an assembly of Bishops, Archbishops, &e., associated
sogether; and in the mouth of a Presbyterian it is used for the pur-
' pose of showing that & number of congregational delegates, viz.
! NMinisters and Elders, assembled as a synod"Torm a Church. When

used by a.Methodiat it means the Presiding Elders and Preachers

meeting in Conference; and among all these not one of them has
' any resemblanco to the use made of it in the word of God.

That thie word Church, in Scripturs, i destriptive of an irdividual

different. When used by a Romanist it means, the Pope and Cardi- |

A
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‘worshipping assembly of Christisns, and is the appropriated desig-

nasion by which such assemblies are usually designated, will appear
from the following passages: “ Greet Priscilla and Acquila, likewise
the Cliurch that is in their house.” ¢ The churches of Asia salute
you." “3alute the brothren who are in Laodicea and Nymphas, and

the Church which is in his house.” 1Who can read these texts, and

feel any doubt respecting the proper and literal import of the title
in question as it here occura? Is there any thing cquivocal in the
matter ?  Whether can it mean in these places, one congregation in
each house, or a number of congregations in Presbytery or Counfer-
cnce assembled 2 Let the man of common seunse decide.

2d. Again I remark, that not only does the apostle Paul and the |
other sacred writers uniformly use the title, Cluerch, in the singular |

number to mean but one worshipping assembly, but when they come

to speak of a greater aumber they never use the singular, but always !

without exception, the plural,—never Churck, but always Churches..
In proof of this, among a mullitude, let a few passages suffice :—
“Then had the Churches rest throughout all Judea and Galilee and
Samaria.’?’ Had some of our modern Presbyterians, Methodists or
Lpiscopals been mnarrating this fact, instead of saying the Churches
Lad rest, they would have informed us ¢ that those branches of the
Clurcl in Judea, &e. had rest, for they are always dreaming of a
united and consolidated hierarchy, placed under their cwn manage-

. ment and control, not being satisfied that Jesus Christ alone should

regulate the eoncerns of Lis entire Kingdom.

3d. That no combinations,or Church judicatories, existed in prim-
itive times, will appear from the fact that the Seven Churches in
Asia are called upon to roform their own abuses. Also, when Dio-
trephes abused his power and tyrannized over the disciples, the
Church was not ordered to lodge an appeal to any Superior Court,
in order to rectify the evils of his improper conduct, John simply
declarcs that when he came he would remember Lis deeds. _Having
no suck Court to refer to, he was obliged to leave them for the pre-
scnt, to szt matters to rights themselves.  But had some of our mo-
derns beer there, they would have found no difficulty in the case at
ail. . They would have summoned a few of their brethren.cven from
the distance of 40 or 50 miles perhaps, to cxamine and pass judge-

ment and after haviog found means to blindfold the unreflecting |

multitude they would have exonerated the accufed from the charge
and reinstated him as pastor, sometimes even in the face of all evi-
dence. But, Mr. Editor, what bas the History of Church couris
been but the History of tyranny often in favor of wealth against the
lowly and the down troddon. ',ghcy oeldom * take the part” of the
poor and the oppressed. Their master evinced a different spirit.
1st. In the Sacred oracles, it is.more than o bte inferred,
the only classes of officers required in a Churck are Elders, or Bish-
ops, and deacons —aud such officers as, Archbishops. Rectors, curates
Ruling elders, and presiding Elders, are mere human  inventions,
and alike destitute of Seriptural aathority. And in order to estab-
lish the position from the Bible that but 10.officers continue to be
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| requisite for a Christian Church, I remark thatall the appellatives
; by which the presiding officors.are distinguished are evidently ia.

tended to represent the pastoral office. In Acts xx, 17, it is said
% Paul sent from Miletus to Iphesus and called tho Iilders of the
Church, and when they were come to him, he said unto them,—Take
heed therefore uato yourselves, aud to all the flock over the which
the Holy Ghost has made yon overscers” or Bishops.

2nd. That the titles Elder, Overseer and Bishop are synonymous,
and are used interchangeably, and that they are descriptive of the
same office must be obvious to every unprejudiced reader of the Chris-
tian Seriptures.

3rd. When the apostle addressed the believers at Philippi, he

. specified but two classes of officers ;  To all the saiunts who are at
- Philippt with their Bishops arnd Deacons,” from which i$ appears

most obvious that no such officers as lay elders then existed. Had
such been necessary for the order of a christian community, doubt-

less they would have been appointed. And as regards the office of

Deacon, it is well knowa to every attentive reader of the Scriptures,
that the deacou’s office was instituted for the purpose of providing
for the temporal wants of the poor brethren.

4th The assumption of the title, T%e Clergy, by any class of men
is a gross imposition on the world. Some of these “ Reverends”
dub themselves successors of the apostles, searcely one of whom ean
preach the doctrines the apostles taught, and who assume an order
aud power these never pretended unto—an order and power not
knowa in the New Testament, in name, nor thing, and anti-christian
root and branch, is the very climax of impasture. But Mr. Editor,
these lofty pretensions are not eonfined to High Church Episcopacy.
The sawe Spiritual pretensions and clerieal tyranny are to be found
in the Presbyterian Syvod and Methodist conference, and History
testifies that hey can tyranbize as well as the men of Oxford or
Cambridge. ¥rom all such systems and men, let us pray @ Good
Lord deliver us.” And when any onc engaires what is the Primitive
policy of the Christian Chureh ? let not the answer be, what saith
the Book of discipline or the confession ? but what saith the Serip-
ures ? They alone must decide, not Synnds or convoeations. I now
come to the last part of my subject. ‘T'he ordinances of a ¢hurch, and
these are baptism and the Lord’s Supper. I will not dwell Lere on
Baptism, nor enter into the controversy which bas long divided the
Christian Church, as to Sprinkling and Immersion, but come at
~once to the other—rviz :—the Lord’s Supper. I do not wish to pro-
voke argument on this point, although I am perfectly satisficd Infant
Baptism is Seriptaral,

That the Lord’s Supper was- observed in apostolic times every
Lord’s day, can be estabitshed by the clearest ¢vidences.” Wher Paul
came to Troas, he tarried seven days, knowing that on the Lord's
day, hé was sure to meet the Brethren. * And on the first day of
the week, whea the disciples came together to break bread, Paul
preached unto them” &e. This determines two important facts re-
specting those early ChrisHuns;—First, that the Lord's day; or as
it is here called the first day of the week, was observed by them

-
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as a day sct apart iz commemoration of Christ’s resurrection, and
the second fact is, that the principal way in which it was obscrved,
was'by their assembling to attend the ordinances of his appointment,
especially to the Lord's Supper.—Such was apostolic practice—but
not 80 in these days. “ Our Reformers” laid the foundation of the
Reformation, and left it to these who followed, to carry it on; but
instead of progressing in their work, they have been retrograding,
until it is manifest that many of them is as corrupt as their predeces.
sors . (speaking comparatively) and in nothing is their corroption
more wanifest, than in the attachment evineed by them, to the law
and commandments of men. O, for some of the luminous spirits of

olden times—for another Luthcr—or Calvin—or Kuox to reform the

Reformed 111

HAVE WE A PURE STEECH IN CANADA *

A very respectable religious journal published in Hamilton—a
journal conducted with much cacdor and ability—contains the fol-
lowing paragraphs. Lt every reader for himself compare the ma-
jority of the principal expressions with the pure speech of the creed
of christianity :— ‘

D. O

Ono of the most pleasing evidences that the ministry and church

are divinely blessed in their appropriate work, is the numerous arnd
extensive revivals which have been experienced during the past year.
At these seasons of truly spiritual refreshing, scores and hundreds
of sinners have been converted from the error of their ways andad-
ded to the chiurch as the saved of the Lord.  Among the instrument.
alitics employed for this purpose,a larger pomber of Camp-meet-
ings have been held than iz alinost any fermer year; and we are bap-
py to Lunow that these means which have been signally owned for
good in the early history of Methodism in Cavada, have lost nove of
their attractiens, aud their cfficieney for the accompli.bment of the
chief end for which the agencies of the church are engaged—the
conversion of souls. Nearly, if not all the mcetings held last year,
were seasons of great interest and power ; and we rejoice the see from
the notices already given, that similar efforts are to be continued and
multiplied for the extension of the work of salvation amongst the
people. May the future beas the past, and more glorivusly abund-
ant in the displays of the saving power of the Gospel ) .
Amongst the salutary influences upgp the Church in zenerul which
accompany and result from these gracious,showers of awakening and

converting grace; is thatof producing a more devout and regular ;

attendance upon the ordinances of Christianity, and in particular
upon those means which are more intimately instrumental in promot-
ing the spirituality of the believer. Under the spirit inspired by
the baptism of the Holy Spirit, private devotien will become 2 wore
frequent and regular exercise. The ministry of the word is found

1
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The Lord’s Supper will not be a mere formal eeremony; but a
means of quickening ihe spiritual life. Andfas Methodists the class |!
meeting will display its peculiar adaption to meet the aspirations of |!
those who are contending earncstly for the faith which overcometh |i
the world. And with the spiritof increased spirituality imparted
to the church in conncetion with the revival influences; there will be
little danger of any tendcuey to relax the inforcement of the rule
which requires an attendance upon this means of grace, as an evi- {
denee of ** having a form and sceking the power of godliness.”

We nced scarce remind the friends of our Zion, that the annual as. ||
gembling of their ministers in Conference, is an occasion which should ||
call for¢h earnest and united prayers to the Giver of all wisdom and ||
grace, that they may be divinely direeted in their counsels and de- ||
cisions. With the numerous openings and ealls for additional minis- ]
terial service,we apprehend that one great subject of inquiry with the
Conference, in its present session, will he, how all these demands are
to be supplied 2 And if ever there was time which required the un-
ited supplications of the church it is now—* Pray ye, therefore the
Lord of the harvest to send more labourers into the harvest.’

10W WESLEY AND WESLEYANISM WERE ONCE VIEWED, i
Teplady and others in the days of Wesley handled him as rouzhly
and contemptously as any man has beea treated in this century. Qur
friends the Wesleyans at this day cannot, if they try ever so hard,
show more opposition to Diseiples than some of the opposers of Wes-
ley showed to him. Inthe Gospel Hagazine,a peet, under the title
of “the Serpent and the Foz,” made poetry about the Devil and
Wesley, or “ Old Nick and old John” as follows :

There’s a fox, who resideth hard-by
The most perfect, and holy, and sly,
That e’er turn’d 2 coat, or could pilier and lye.
As this reverned Reynard, onc day,
Sat thinking what game next to play;
Old Nick came a seas’nable visit to pay.

“ O your servant, my friend,” quoth the priest,
% #Tho’ you carry the mark of the beast,
I never shook paws with a welcomer guest.’
¢ Many thanks, holy man,’ ery’d the fiend ;
¢ T? was because yeu’remy very good friend,
That I dropt in, with you a few moments to spend,”

» Behold also the following Warrant, showing how Methodist prea-
chers were loved in some portions of England ju 1743, oue hundred
and elever years ago :—

. STAFFORDSHIRE,
_“To all high constables, and others of HisMajesty's, peace. officers
Emhm the said County, and particularly to the constable of Tip-
on . . H
“ Whereas, we, His Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the said \
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County of Stafford, have received information that scveral disorderly
persons styling themselves methodist preachers, go about raising
routs and riots, to the great damage of His Majesty’s liege subjects,
and against the peace of our Sovereign Lord the King:

“ These are in Ilis Majesty's name, to commaud you and every
one of you, within you respective districts to make didligent scarch

some of ws, His said Justices of the Peace, to be examined concern-
ipg their urlawful doings.
# Given under our hands and seals, Oect., 1743,
“ . I‘:\NE| .
“W. W. Persenovss.”

————

NAPOLEON AND 3MRS. JUDSON.

THEIR GRAVES AT ST. HELENA.

On our voyage from China, our ship was to stop at St. IIelena.—
There were spots of unusual interest which I expected to visit.

One was the grave of Napoleon the other was the grave of Mrs.
Judson. The one had acquired & world-wide renown for his surpass-
ing ability and skill as a ‘general, and for hib equally remarkable

is true, though by no means obscure,as having manifested a-degree
of self-sacrificing devotion, of patient, enduring fortitude; of high
moral courage, and of intrepid bearing on the field of Christian con-
quest, well worthy the palmiest days of Chiristian heroism.

Napoleon in prosecuting his ambitious schemes for his own ag-
grandizement and the glory of France, had been the means of killing
Iknow not how many thousand of his fellow men, and of sending
the immortal souls of these unknown thousands, unprepared, to the
dread tribunal of final audit with their righteous judge; of spreading
devastation and woe among I know not how many thousand firesides,
of breaking the hearts and crushing the hopss I know not how.many
thousand fathers and mathers, and brothers and sisters, and wives
and children, makiog parents childless, wives-widows, and children
orphbans ; of scattering with remorseless hand, the blight and mildew
and pestilence of death and desolation over I know not how many
thousand ficlds and landscapes, before all bright and blooming with
peace and loveliness, with happiness and plenty.

Mrs. Judson had exiled herself from the home of her youth, and
all its endearing associations ; had tora her heart loose from its ten-
derest ties ; had toiled most arduously for long, long years, among
a barbarous people, under & torrid sun, with many discouragements,

| and through great privations and hardships, with all -the ealm, yet

earnest energy of a noble holy.enthusiasm, in breaking to the famish-
ing Pagan the bread of life. I can no more compute the number of
souls she may have beed instrumental in saying, taan I can the num-
, ber Napoleon may havein destroying. -

aftr the said methodist preachers, and to bring him or them Ydefore .

sagacity as a statesman. The other was less extensively known, it :

| J—




=

3320 THE CHRISTIAN BANNER,

will stand theie stripped of all the adventitious circumstances of
rank and power,not one of the brilliant qualities which so pre-eminent-
ly distinguished him here, will avail him there. Such currency, how-
ever high in the markets of earth,is at a fearful discount at the bank
of heaven. He will there stand on the same footing with the mean-
est human being—that of his own single, individual character. And
that character not measured by the standard that obtains among men,
but by a directly opposite one sct up by the purecand holy God.—
Then, thought I,if the spirits of the lost shall be permitted to up-
braid those who have been the means of hurrying them on to destruc-
tion, what terrific bursts of curses, what thunder tones of cxecration
will be eternally poured upon his defenecless head !

Mrs. Judson will stand there too. Itis not too much to presume
that some Burmans, saved through her instrumentality, will meet
ber there,~perhaps many—perbaps thousands—for the seed she
sowed is still vegetating. and will go on toinerease and beav fruit till
the end of ime. And will they not-lavish blessings.on her head ¢ Oh
will they not bless the day and the hour in which she first set foot
upon their shores 2 and will not heaven’s high arches ring with
their rejoicings ¢ (God has said, they that tarn many to rightcous-
ness shall shine as the stars for ever and ever. i

The dead, small and great, shall stand before God, but the scale of
estimation will be entively reversed. The Lord secth notas man seeth
for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh
on the heart. Most of those whom men consider great, will then be
found to be small; and mauny, very mauy, now regarded as small, will
then be scen to betruly great. It is sadly tobe feared-that Napol-
eon will appear among the small ; and there is little doubt but Mrs.
Judson will be among the great At any rate, I had a million times
rather bave beep Mrs. Judson than to have bees Napoleou.

. Cuarres Tayror.

WORK OUT YOUR SALVATION.

A little London tract not Ioog since fell into our hands, -entitled
“ The Working Christian,” from which the subjoinsd sentences are
copied : . D. O.

A flourishing Clristian community isin the way to become more
flourishing. It has all the materials in itself; and only let them be
called forth, and they will charm, and attract, and sanctify maoy
around. No man likes to go into an ice cellar : it is too cold. Tew
peoyle like to be ina room half filled with dead bodies; there is
death. And a sleepy, lukewarm congregation has something in it
both insipid and repelling. Let the members of a congregation
sbine forth in all the splendour of® holy living,” and the influence
of it on others will be astonishing. Look at them. Their heads
planning for God, their hands working for God, their hearts panting
for Grod, their tongues crying, ¢ Behold the Lamb of God.” Isthere
nothing in all this toattract an inquiring youth ; nothing to catch

~

- the sympathies of a sinner just brought out 6f darkness info mar- h :
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vellous light 2 Oh yes, much every way.  But look on the contrary
side, and let the following lncidens teach you. The writer was once
walking with a minister, when a young man passed us. “ There,"”
said my friend, “ I never sce that youth but I am ready to weep.”
% What for #” said I : ¢ is he not pious ?” ¢ Oh yes, very pious,
and he was converted under my ministry ; but, alas ! heleft us, be-
cause we gave him nothing to do.” Nothing to do! What! give
a young convert nothing to do, when a large part of the inhabitants
in every town are unconverted! Yes, there issomething for every-
body to do. God never made a hand to be idle.

RELIGIOUS ASPECTS OF METHODISM.

There is such a thing as denominational zoology. Thereisa cer-
tain temperament, there are certain mental tendencies, from which,
if 2 man is not content to reniain a Presbyterian in Scotland, or an
Episcopalian in England, it may be predicted which other section of
the Christian commnpity he will join. The Wesleyan body is the
great absorbant of warm hearts and fervid spirits. Im the frequency
of its devotional meetings, in the frankness and unreserve of its
Christian intercourse, in the vigor of its responses, the soaring of its
hymus, and in the benevolent vivacity which finds a post and an®em-
ployment for every member, it meets many ecravings of the young
and ardent convert. Iskhe erying in the gladness of his soul, ¢ Sing
aloud unto God our strength; make a joyful noise unto God our
Jacob ' Alike in the cathedral and the conventicle, heis apt to be
depressed by an organie sole or a rueful dirge, but escaping to the
Methodist mecting, he finds their ¢ glory! all awake:’ they are ¢ tak-
ing the psalm,and bringing the pleasant harp with the psaltery, and
and blowing up the trumpet, and with cxulting rivalry, ¢ young men
azd maidens, old men and children,’ are praising the Lord. In the.
eagerness of first love, is he exclaiming, ¢ Come and hear,all ye that
fear God, and I will declare what he hath done for- my soul ¥ Bat |
nobody will stop to listen ; and sd, for an audience, he is driven
away to the love-feast or class-meeting. In the exuberance of a newly
awakened zeal, would he like an outlet for his energies, a field .of
Christian activity 2 In the sanctuary which he has bhitherto fre.
quented he feels himself a eipher . He has never been invited to en-
gage in any scheme 6f usefulness, and except the neat and noiseless
sexton, who bows himinto his pew, no one secms toknow him. But
he bas not worshipped three Sabbaths with the Mcthodists when he
is recognized and accosted, and three months have not passed before
he is installed in the Sunday scheol, or with a bundle of tracts and a
roving commissicn, is sent out into the highways and hedges. The
portrait of the great founder or the'wall, 2 box for Wesleyan Mis-
sions on the mantelshelf, placards of the next anniversaries in the
shop window. the occasional dropping in of a brother during the day
with friendly enquiry as to evening prayer-meeting, and a vesper
stanza from the consecrated hymn-book, all betoken the activity, the
brotherly kindness, and: the cheerful piety, in the midst- of  whick
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the young Theophilus has fouad his ecclesiastical habitation and his
copgenial -home.

A D, D called the ¢ Rov. James Hamilton, a Wesleyan, is tho
author of thie above. He is more than half right respecting a ¢de.
nominational zoology.! Systeme of religion not 8o old as the Chris.
ianity of the New Testament gather much of their force and influ-
ence in being specifically adapted to certain classes of mind and na-
tural temperament. The founders of these systems having stamped
their mental and moral image upon them, they are all suited to capti-
vate distinct classes mentally and morally like those who founded
them. Iience, as we find the lion, the (léphant, the monkey, the fox,
the clk, the beaver, the white bear, and the scahorse in different
countrics and climes, so we diseover these systems meeting with great-
er or less favor according to the intellectual caste, moral tone, and
social predilections of the people where they are presented. Genuine
Churehism works vigorously among the aristocracy, John Calvin’s de-

».crees are powerful among sedate fatalist xeasoners; Congregationalism

flowshes among men whose fathers have Lhad enlarged conceptions of
civil and ceclesiastical liberty ; New Lightism must have a good de-
gree of speculation and fancy to work to advantage ; Methodism
spreads where feelings predominate. Dr. Hamilton’s idea of denomi-
national zoology is therefire notso far astray.

But the gospel of the apostles has an influence much more perfect
than such systems. It is divinely adaptcd, not to one class of men,
but toall classes and conditions. Its appeals reach the honest logi-
cian, the man of warm social temperament. the high, the low, the rude,

the Jearned—all who can be moved by the drguments, motives, and |

love of God. And it links eagh fo each, and throws a bond of perfect-
ness rourd all, mot by narrew peculiarities, but by the celéstial
cement of Jesus' authority, merey, and philanthropy.

D. 0.

CURIOUS SERMON FROM A CURIOUS TEXT. -
. Jesse Lge.
Preaching without-notes was-a great innovation on New England

customs. The Established ministers averred that Lee could preach |

only a few-sermons whié¢h he had learned by heart: One of those
ministers, a sour, morose, and tyrannical bigot, whose oppression in
the. colleetion of his salary the people had often felt, gavepermission

| for Lee to preach in his church on condition that he-should use a

text to.be given him after the.people had been collected, and the in-
trodustory services were performed. To:this. Liee consented.. No-

%




N o=

= e,

h THE-CHRISTIAN BANNER. 983

tice was given of the appointment, and on the arrival of the day the
house was dengely crowded by an'overwhelming multitude, many of
them eager to witness the-discomfituro of Lice, and rainous demoli-
. tion of all his reputation for talent and his popularity in the country.

The first hymn was sung, the opening prayer made, and the second
bymn sung, when Lee arose and advauneed to the minister to receive
his text. Tho pagssage given was numbers 221 chapter, and first
part of tho 2Ist verse : * And Balaam rose up in the moraing, and
saddled his ass’ Rather a hard text this, thought Lee, thongh he
said nothing, to preach on at so short notice. DBeing well acymain-
ted with the story of Balaaoy he proceeded at once to describe his
charaoter, deseanting largely on his avarice and love of the wages of
unrighteousness, denounncing in severe language the baseness of the
man who cuuld use the propheticoffice as a means of gain, and eould
endanger the very soulsof thie people of Israel for the sake of the
wages which Balak offered. -He than procesded to deseribe the op-
{1 pressed, enslaved, and pitiable conditien of the ass.. He spoke affec-
tingly of the patienca of the creature upder burdens, and.spurs,.and
whippiugs; and abuses. [Ile said the -ess amsuslly endured, without
coinplaining, all the abuse heaped on him. Indeed, except the ono
in the history of Balaam, there had never boen known an instance
ofan ass speaking and expostulating under ill treatment.. He then
alluded to. the saddle, and then described how galling and oppross.
ive it might beeome, especially under the woight of a large, fat, heavy
man. At this point be cast a knowing loek #o the minister, who

. through witlr an exposition of the subjéct, he proceeded to the ap-
. plication  4Te said that the idea might B new tothem. Tndeed, it
! had never thus struck him til} the text wza given..bimx; but he
| thought Balaam might be cousidered a type and  representativo of
their minister. Balaam's ass, in many respects, reminded him of
themselves, the-congregation 67 that'toivn ; and thé saddle bound
i| on the poor ass by cords and girts evidently represented tho minis-
|\ ter's sulary fastened on them by legal cords. Its galling and ep-
'+ pressive influence they had often felt, inagmuch as,in seme instances
. s he had be¢w informed, the last and only cow of a poor man with a
! large family had been taken and sold to pay the tax for.the salary of
the well fed incumbent of the saddls.

< After this most notablc and famous discourss; of whieh I have
often heard floating aceountsin New $England, Shough <f-'have uot
seen the anecdote in any written sketch of Lee, no onechose to  firy

e gy o=

notice, and under disadvantageous civeumstances,
, . THE JEWS. ... - Co s
> THe following remarks are a portion qf;,ggspeech.jdeliver'eii "i}r : tho
General Assembly of the Présbyterian Ghurch, ab its recest  sitting,
by Br. BRECKENRIDGE: —  * o

Thero weré, ag™ll knew, ‘vory ‘v@r’ﬁ)u‘s"j‘ié‘&&"ﬁtrn@'ortz}x,n?d “in "thd
x‘(‘fhureh ‘touchiny tlie langahzo of pophecy’on-this réstoration of *this

»

his skill at preaching ou random and inappropriate texts with short :

bappened to be & very lazge and corpulent person, I¥aving gone [f

;
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| pect set beforo usin the Bible. Jerusalem was to be trodden down

Jevws, as there was on the Millennium. It would not be edifying for
the Assembly to go into all that ; but all were agreed in embracing
the Jews as a fit subject for missionary enterprise, and the interest
was ona altogechor too great to be omitted by a Committee on For-
eign Missions. Therc was a great solution to come, some day. of all
these great questions. The language of prophecy certainly did cov-
cr the whole ground of the Jewish restoration, the destruction of
Popery and the conversion of the hoathen; it covered the whole
vast field of foreign missions. And it wasimpossible to strike out
the Jews from our programme of missionary effort, withont turning
away from our duty, and mutilating the scheme of general good to |
be accomplished. There might be in the Divine mind a synchron-
ism as to the great wants for the blessing of the world, and it was
rot for us to turn away from any portion of the promise or the pros-

of the Gentiles till the times of the Gentiles should be fulfilled, and {
then all Isracl should besaved. There wasadefinite time distinet. |
lyalluded to; and if there was one thingclearly taught, it was that |
God loved those who loved-and cared for his ancient convenant peo. |
ple, and that he wonld exccute bis fierce judgments on all who op- |

pressed them. He hind never given Jerusalem a bill of divorcement : *

and it was a striking difference between Protestantism and Popery, :
that the one cherished and cared for the poor outesst exiles, while !
Popery cvery where hated and oppressed them. !
Sl . et !

)

i

WHAT THINK YOU OF IT!

=¥

A communication has been received, not only bighly <flattering s i

respects the valug of this monthly paper, but suggesting that ecach |

abie reader “ advonee the sum of 82 per annum,” for the purpose of i

forwarding the intcrests of the.Bauner in various ways, and among -
others to assist us “ to send to those who would be instrueted by the !

Christian Bavner and who have not the means to pay.” Wo Lave )

not space to say much on this proposition, but we give it to our read- |

ers to be disposed of a8 it is deemegd expedicnt and wise. Several ;

friends within the past three years have voluntarily attended to what
is equivalent to the suggestion, and have regularly forwarded to us !
from two to threc dollars a.ycar 40 aid in mainsainicg and circulating

T0 SUBSCRIBERS IN THE EAST.

i

|

this work. T . D.O. ;
]

. )

s

According to a purposa long cherished and a promise of long .

standing, I prepared to make a visit_to friends in N ova Scatia, Now
Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island during the past summer. My

!
trank was packed for the journey in the month of J uly,and I actu. i
slly proseeded as far as Picton, sixty wiles east of Cobourg, on my :
il way to the Provinces on the Atlantic. I wason allbands sdvised |
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to postpono my journcy—thé fatality attendant on tho march of |
‘cholera throvgh the Iand being ono of the primcipal arguments in |
“the persuasive offorts of friends. Though not at all fearful for my-.
sclf, believing that T would be just as safe on my # -=w.y as in the ;
vicinity of}mme‘ yet for the sake of relatives and friends I abandoned ;
for the time my intended tour. We may doubtless call this a Provi- [
dential binderance. Meanwhile then [ must continue my only mode |
-of visiting the friends in theEast—Dby sepdingimyself in the Cbrm,mn !
Baunner, trusting that the period may yet arrive when a personal aé- I\
quaintance will be formed’ with many in tlic Bast ¢ whom, though no& )
having seen, I love. I
D. 0. }5
!.
f

—— s e

KOTE FROX A MILLII\'NARIA\‘ .
To ¢ Editor of the Christian Banner:

Dear Sir :—T1 am an occasional reader, and have been instructed |
by your Banner.

Escuse aline from a writer not known to you ; I scnd you this i,
or aceount of what E read in a piece signed J***;-in the Number !, :
for October.  Will you tell me what isintended by the assertion that i
the expectation of a new dispensation termed the millennium is o !
“vagary.” [iis a pleasure to e to exercise faith in the reveaked
vagary that Christ shall reign with Lis people or his people with him
a thousaud vears. [ donot like the negative stand of Mr. J***; he~
has what e thinks important truth, and the world he believes should
be corrected, and it is not like a reformar to have to be dragged out
by some persen bold enough to attack his hints

Yours, in hopes of a millezrium,

w
Z,.

NO

CIRCULATION OF THE BANNER. i P

Friends ask us, How arc you getting along with the “ Banner ?"—
are you succeeding ?—-have you help enough to ksep the work up?
We desire all friends and all foes to know that the year of grace ’.P
i 1854 has been a successful year with us so fat as relates to the in. .
i crease of our circulation; \Ve have never before obtained so many i
i new readers within one yesr. " Whether our reccipts may be corres. i

i poudingly increased we canwot as yet speak very definitely ; though i
{
|
l

i
!

we have great pleasure in testifying that some of our readers are be-
i fcommg approvingly punctual—etampls wort!,y of commendation
and ‘imitation. » ) D..O.

.,._.x.‘: 3
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z ©_ PARAGRAPH FOR SOME READERS.

On turning the leaves of our subscription hook, it is notigeable that
a goodly few names have the mark “free” attached to them. Some
of these free readers will not recoive the periodical after the present

umber. “Those that are presumed to be rich enough to order the
work, vil_l"ﬁs lopped from our list, to make room, in due time, for
others who aze 100 rieh in devotion to feel like doing without reli-
>ious reading, and not so rich in temporalsas to have the wherewithal

to recompense.
v

t LZEThe regular essays in this volume have, acoor ding to cvidence
wluch has come to us, been read with a good per ceut. of interested-
ness. The six articleg on the Religion of Jesus. and the four arti-
cles on the subject of Deacons, Elders, and Frvangelists, have attract-
cd undsual attention. To any onme who sends us three subscribers
for 1855, we will forward the volume for 1854, to pay Lim for hi€day’s
work. We have a numbor of sets of volumz 6, and a fow.sets of vol*
ume 7, which will be freely distrivuted to those who give us their co.
operation-in getting readers and keeping up our supply of oil to make
the Banner machinery work briskly and constautly. D. 0.

B3€ Another paper or cssay on the labors included in the office of
Evangelist was mentally prepared, to accompany the series of articles
‘ander the head of Deacons, Elders, and Evangelists. In particular
we desired to bring out a regiment of reflections on the fourth (aes
tion we proposed imour last article. We have not been able to 2p-
propriate the necessary number of moments to put the proposed es.
s2y on paper, tor have we room for it in this No. D.O.

555 The sccond edition of the Letters on the modern mezus of
conversion is nearly exhsusted; but we have a_few to zend to ihose
who obtain subscribers for 1855. Every one who sends us two new
readers will receive, if he so desires, a copy of tlxe thrce Latters, and
six of the twin Tra\,ts on the Holy Spmt.

55" Will-our friend, “ A Bible Christian,” please rend ea rcﬁ.ny
the article headed ¢ The Ethiopian Eunueh Baptized by Sprinkling”
in our last Number, and send us his reflections? . DO

'

. - ” N .

#13> In mentioning the names of fellow- helpcrs in New York State
|- last month,we! orditted: fo name-brother Jonas Herqhey, ¥ha sent -a
1 fine list of readers’ names come time.ago. B ¢ 0 2

i
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