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-useful book of offices, for the visitation of the sick, can be had from S.R.
Miller, Book-seller, tredericton. Price, 75 cents.
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by the name of the writer, & confidence. without this, no paper can be inserted.
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Photograph Albums, Writing Albums, &c., &c., selling at very low prices.
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THE SEASONS OF THE CHURCH.
EPIPHANY.

of Christmas, and closely depend-
ing uponit,isthatof the piphany,
Y when we commemorate the mak-
ing known of Christ to the Gen-
? tiles: at which time the ‘‘wise
men”’ who came from the East ‘o
Jerusalem, were permitted to pay to
Hw their worship, and to offer to
Him their gifts of old and frankincense
and myrrh,—they being the first of the
Gentiles who came to Him, and as such
representing all the nations of the
earth whom He came to save by the
migit of His holy Incarnation.
his is the fact of the Epiphany.
But there is more than this intended, we
may be sure. It ismeantthat we should
learn that He who, born into the world
on Christmas-day, was :uly a man,
was also, and ever had beeu, truly God.
Asthen we were taught by the Christ-
mas services that our Lord was *‘ mau
of the substance of His mother, bornin
the world ;’’ so now, by the Epiphany
services, we learn that He was '} God
of the substance of the Father, begot-
ten before the worlds.”” Of these two
natures ‘‘is one Christ, very God, and
sery Man.”
The great humiiity, in which our Lord
as at this time came to visit us, is a
wondrous dircumstance. Yet we are
not to think of this to the exclusion of
another truth, equally lnportant. We
must not forget that our pLord is also
our Creator, our God, and will here-
after be our Judge.  May it not be
that, to impress ¢his truth upon us, the
Gospel records those glorious sights
which accompanied the Nativity of our
Blessed Lord? Shepherds are keep-
mgdwatch over their flocks by night,
and the Angel of the Lord stangs before
them, surrounded with that wondrous
f{lggy which belongs to the Divine
eemer: and after announcing to
them the birth of the Saviour there
appears a multitude of the heavenly
bost praising God.  And at the Epiph-
lauy 4 meteor in the heavens had gone
be{'ox;e the wise men who came from
the Bast country, until, * standingover
where the young Child was,” it desig-
tated Him to whom - they in adora-
tioneffered their gifte of gold and frank-
lncense and myrrh, %ms showing,”’

@M.\IEDIATELY after the season

28 says one of the old fathers, ‘‘ their
belief that He to whom they knelt, was
a King, was God, and was a Man.”

Nor must it be forgotten that this
mysterious birth had %een heralded by
the Anﬁcl Gabriel; that the apiritual
Elijah had been sent to prepare Iis
way ; and that now while the lnfant
Christ withdraws into Egypt, he leaves
at Bethlehem a band of infant martyrs
behind Him. All this, we think,should
serve to rescue our Lord’s nativity, and

is Person, from that famdiarity with
which it has, unhappily, been treated.

And it cavnot be doubted that the
teaching of the Epiphany, which is,
that the Man born at Christras is still
as He always had been, and always will
be, truly God,—it cannot be doubted
that this teaching_ will help to guard
us from an undue famiarity, at
the same time that it keeps befoze our
minds one great truth of our religion.
The Epiphany is the manifestation of
the Almighty God throughthe veil of
the flesh. "And so, on the festival
itself, in the Holy Gospel we hear of
the manifestation by thestar; in the
second morning lesson we have brought
before us the acknowledgement by God
the Father of the Kternal Son while
the Holy Ghost visibly descends from
heaven ; and in the evening lesson we
have the Saviour manifesting forth
His glory by the first miracle at Cana
of Galilee.

And 50 in the Gospels for the following
Sundays, we have (1) our Lord’s wou-
derfut discourse with the doctorsin the
temple ; then (2), a repetition of the
miracle at Cana ; (3), the healing of the
leper and of the Centurion’s servant;
{4), the stilling of the tempest and the
cure of the demoniac ; all doubtless in-
tended to impress upon our minds the
one great truth,—that He who did such
mighty works was Perfect God, as well
as Perfect Man; that He “‘who was
born of the Virgin Mary,”” and whose
pativity we have just commemorated on
Christmas-day, was also ‘* God, of the
substance of the Father, begowwn be-
fore the worlds’’; thus completing the
statement of the catholic faith upon
the subject of the Incarnation,~—‘ that
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
is God and Man.” G.
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF IIOLY SCRIPTURE.

and comforting proofs that our
Lord is watching over Iis Church,
7S5 to find every year the number of

b cvidences of truth in the Bible

increasing. This has been lately
shown in a most interesting book, pub-
lished by the Society for Promoting
Christian Knowledge, but from its ex-
pensive form, not accessible to our
readers in general. ‘Lhe work is called
the ‘* Land of Isracl,” and contains the
latest researches by a traveller of great
learning and general information, es-
pecially of a geological kind, in Yales-
tine. ~Some of the illustrations we
?ropose to lay before our readers. Qur
irst illustration is the Assyrian and
Egyptian rock-tablets, which, cut in the
hard lime -stone, still’ attest the march
of the various invaders of Palestine.
Mr. Tristram, the traveller just wmen-
tioned, after leaving Beyrout, the place
of his embarkation, says, *‘On one
oceasion we rode by the shore for six
miles, skirting the Bay of St. George
(the traditional site of the slaughter of
the famous dragon), up to the point
where a little headland pushes into the
sea at the height of about 100 feet, on
the very edge of which is_hewn the
ancient road, so often travelled for the
last 3,000 years by the invaders of
Syria, Egyptian, Assyrian, Roman, or
Turkoman.

On the highest point of this promon-
tory, facing the sea, and a few yards
behind and above the wood, and also 2
little lower down, where the path rapid-
ly descends to the 1aouth of the river,
are hewn those tablets which were first
brought to the notice of modern times
by Henry Maundrell, in A. D. 1697,
and which have ever sinee been con-
sidered the most attractive monuments
of antiquity in Northern Palestine.

As every writer on the country has
fally described them, it is needless to
repeat their accounts, but it was not
without a feeling of the deepest inte:-
est that we gazed on those rock-hewn
figures and inscriptions, and remem-
bered that those monuments which to
the old traveller of 160 years ago were
merely ‘* perhaps the representation of
some persons buried hereabout, whose
sepulchres might probably also be dis-
covered by the diligent observer,”” have
been ascertained by the actual re-

%T is one of the most instructive

searches of Lepsius and Layard on the
spot, to be the records of' the progres
of the successive oppressors { Tsruel,
both Iigyptian and Assyria:. Here!
Sennachertb has left the verification of
his proud boast, * By the multitude of
my chariots am [ come up to the height
of the mountains, to the sides of
Lebanon: and 1 will cut down the tall
ceaars thereof, and the choice fir tree
thercof, and I will enter into the heigh
of his border. . . . 1 have digged and
drunk water:” and, did the IHebrew
text admit, one might feel disposed w
add the gloss of the Septuagint, ‘I
have made =« bridge,” and apply itte
the noble structure which spans toe
stream below.

Close by the tablet of Sennacheribis
the Egyptian sepulchre of Rameses, 2
monument of hoar antiquity, even in
the days when the Assyrian chariots
drove heneath it, and on which probs.
bly Herodotus (II. 107), more than
2,200 years agy gazed with the same
longing as ourselves to pick up the
broken tradition. And though butone
of the Assyrian tablets still retains any
legible cuneiform characters, may not
the remaining sepulchres, however
closely the figures resemble each other,
be the records of other invasions of
Palestine, of which no less than fire
are recorded in Holy Writ? After
these old figures how strangely modern
reads the inscription of Antonine at
the foot of the pass. Yet the Roman
had conquered and put his stampon
Syria, of which the very road we trod
was an evidence. That road, as every
traveller and his stumbling horse knows
full wall, is but_a wreck of uptum
paving stones. Pity that those Galli
legions, who in the year A, D. 1880,
appropriated an Egyptian tablet tore
cord the unresisted presence of the
troops of Napoleon IIL., had not, like
the Romans, employed the hammer of
the engineer before they gave licence
to the chisel of the engraver.”

We have only space for another
“illustration,” intcresting at this ho
season, He says, “I found the ol
sheik waiting for me at the churh
door ; he invited me to accompany hin
to bis house, which consisted of a large
lofty barn, the lower part of which ¥
half granary, half stable, the granary
open to the top, and a few steps Jead
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ing up to the dwelling portion, these
e forming in part the manger aod
hay rack of the camel and two cows
which were feediug there. It has
sometimes oceurred to me that a house
of this form and arrangement illustrates
more fully than any other the cireum-
dances and the humiliation of our
Lord’~ birth at Bethlechem. Shut out
from the already crowded khan, is
carthly parents were compelled to take
refuze 1In some poor cottagze close by,
{for it is only in houses of the poorer
sort that this community of shelter for
man and beast exists). There, either
from their poverty or hnmble appear-
ance, they were not received on the
upper platform, where every guest,
hidden or unbidden, onght to be con-
straired to rest, but were left below, in
the portion usually allotted to the cattle,
where the infant, when born, was natur-
ally laid at once in the long earthen

trough which serves for inanger, and
into which the fodder is pusked fiom

the floor; no other pluce of safety
could have been found, supposing the
family to have been refused  the
erdivary courtesy of accommodation
above,’

Thus, in the unchanging Fast, every
custom bears witness to the truth of
Scripture narrative, and enables us
more fully to enter into the depth of
His huwility, ** whé, being in the form
of God. yet emptied Ilimself, and took
upon Him the form of a slave, being
made in the likeness of man.”

O Saviour, whom this holy tnorn,

Gave to our world below;

To mertal want and labour born,
And moro than mortal woo !

If gaily clothed, and proudly fed,
In dangerous wealth we dwell;

Remind ug of thy manger-bed,
And lowly cottage cell.

If prest by poverty vevere,
In envious want we pine,

Oh muy the Spirit whisper near,
How poo. a’lot was thine!

A LEARNER.

THE CONVERSION GF ST. PAUL.

JANUARY 251,

MorxsiNg Lrssoxg—Wispos v. ACTS XXII. TO VERSK 22,

Evexing Iigssons—Wispo vi.

“MamMma,” said Hugh Clifton, a
thoughtful-looking boy ot eleven, “*why I
did Mr. Paget this afternoon give out
the appointed service for to-morrow ?
we never used to go to Church till he
@ue, on week days.”’

“I know we did not, my dear boy,’
replied his mother, *“ still the services
were always appointed, and often and
often I have felt. very grieved to be de-
prived of them, and now that we are '
permi..ed to have them, we must look
onias a great privilege, remembering
that God’s blessing is always with those
who worship Him rightly, aund that
*where two or three are gathered to-
gether in His name there He will be in
the mdst of them.” Youlknow what
to-morrow is?”’

“Yes, Mamma, the Conversion of St.
Paul - T have read about that ; but why
should there be days and services ap-
pointed for the Saints. It mustbe wrong
to pray for or to them, and we cannot
do them any good?”

" Certainly not, noris that intended.
Bat days have been set apart by the
Church from the earliest times of

ACPS XXVI.

Christianity to commemorate the Hves
and deaths of holy men of old, and 2
special prayer for each day that we
may so follow their good examples.
that hereafter, for the sake of their
Savicur and ours, we may with them be
made partakers of everlasting life
Suppose you read the colleet for to-
morrow to me, and then I think you

| will better understaund this."”’

Hugh brought his Prayer-book to
the table and reverently reed the
following—

‘O God, who throu§h the preaching
of the blessed Apostle St. Paul, hast
caused the liiht of the Gospel to shine
throughout the world: grant, we be-
seech Thee, that we, having his wonder-
ful conversion in remembrance, may
shew forth our thankfulness unto Thee
for the same, by following the hol
doctring which he taught; throug

esus Christ our Lord. Amen,’

¢ Now tell me, Hugh, what wagthe
doctrine he taught?”’ " The boy hesi-
tated; and Mrs. Clifton opening her
Bible read the 15th verse of the first
chapter of the first epistle to Timotby :

-




.

134

THE CONVERSION OF ST. PAUL.

“Thisis a faithful saying and worthy
of all ucceptation, that Christ Jesus
came into the world (~ save sinners.’
And then Aets xvi. 31 ¢ Believe .
the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt
te saved.” *“*This,” she continued,
‘*is the holy doctrine which flows
through all St. Paul's epistles; the
faith he taught during his life, and
sealed with his death ; and which our
Church would have us pray that we
may follow.”

‘[ understand it now, Mamma, quite.
Will you tell me something more about
St. Paul.  He was calied Saul at first,
Iknow; and was born at Tarsus, in
Cilieia.”

“Yes, a citizen of no mean city,
evidently of higher birth than any
other ot our Lord's apostles, clever,
well ¢ lucated, and brought up in the
steictest sense, adew. IHe studied
under Gamaliel,one of the most learned
of the Jewish doctors, and was held in
such esteem at Jerusalem that when
quite a young man, we find him taking

4 prominent part at the martyrdom of’

St. Stephen, and very soun after it was
that he went to the High Priest desir-
ing letters to Damascus that he might
bing all Christians bound to Jerusa-
lem.  The account of his wonderful
conversion on the way will beread three
times in the services for to-morrow.,
Once as the Gospel, twice as the second
lessons.”’

‘* Not all the same, surely, Mamma?"”’

‘* No, the Gospel contains the real
incident. The morning’s lesson, St.
Paul's own account of 1t to the Jew's
at Jerusalein. The evening one, his
repetition of the same in his noble de-
fence before King Agrippa.”

“Iow astonished every one must
have been at the change.”

*“They were indeed. The Jews
were very angry. The disciples were
afraid of him, and would not believe in
his conversion, till St. Barnabas brought
him to the apostles, declaring to them
that it was all true, and how boldly he
had preached at Dawascus in the name
of Jesus. It isimpossible for me to
tell you now all that St. Paul did and
suffered for the sake of Christ during
the remainder of his life. Tirst, in
company with St. Barnabas, thea with
Silas, then with St. Luke, he carried
the Gospel far and wide, through Asia
Minor into Greece—to Rome where he
preached—before the Emperor_and to
the far West; some even believe he

went to Ingland.  Te endured ston.
ings, buatings, revilings, persceutions,
imprizonments, perils by land and wa
—counting all joy for the sake of
Christ, and in his deep humiluy dis- |
claiming al} praise to himself. * For,' he
writes, ‘ Lam the least of the apustles,
that am not weet to be called an apos-
tle. because I persecuted the Church
of God. But by the grace of God I am
what T am......". During his wander-
ings he wrote the epistles or letters
which bear his name, to the different
Churches he had established in Earope
and Asia, and thus,as the collect beauti-
fully expresses it, * caused the light of
the Gospel to shine throughout the
world.’

At length his work wasaccomplished,
he went to Rome for the last time, an
was there thrown into prison by order
of the Iimperor Nero, together with St.
Peter. Oucloves to think how these two
great Apostles must have strengthened
and comforted each other; how bright
and loving for their great Master's
sake the intercourse of tlose few last|
months must have been,  Whether
they suffered together is not quite
known,but it was about the same tiwe,
between sisty and seventy years after
the birth of our Lord. St. I

Paul was
beheaded, and for that veason he is
generally represented with a sword.”

“ When and why did St. Paul change
his name?”’ )

““That we arc not told—some think
it was in remembrance of his first
convert, Scrgius Paulus; others, that
Saul was the Jewish name, Paudl
the Romun one, aund that Le adopte(i
the latter on_ being sent more particu-
larly to the Gentiles.”’

“Thank you,dear Mammg,very much
for all you have told me. I should like
to follow St. Paul in his humility and
love, but it seems sad that after all he

ave up, and all he suffered, he should
ﬁe killed at last.” )

“Do you think so, Hugh? I did
not. Tohim to die was gain. And when
the hour of his departure was at hand, i
lie was enabled tosay, ‘I have fought
a good fight ; I have finished my course,
1 have kept the faith. Henceforth
there is laid up for me a crown o
righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, shall give me at that
day : and not to_me only, but unto ol
them that love His appearing.’

rant, my own dear boy, that we may
ﬁe among them.” L. H
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OUR ANNALS.

pased away since the Provinee
of New Brunswick received
2Ny that large body ot loyal imuni-
g grants to whom many thou-
sands of its forest covered acres

lil ORK than eighty years have now
ol

iy

were granted by the crown, as some
compensation tor the services they ren-
dered, and the property they lost, in
detence of their allegiance to it in the
neighbouring States; and _we  have
nearly lost from among us all who were
wmembers of that caergetic and high-
pancipled band 5 even those of the
next generation are becom 'ng very few
ad scatteved.  The writer of this
paper hias yet in his parish one of the
tormer, between rinety and o huadred
years of age, whose memory carries her
back to *he period when Fredericton was
a bush-covered flat; when its earliest
and only religious serviees were per-
formed in the loft of a provision store,
and before its burial ground received
its first tenant, and who with the keen-
est and most lively intelligence still re-
lates some of the earliest incidents con-
nected with the settlement of her own
and other families there and in that
neighbourhood. Of the latter class,
the earliest born 2n the province,he has
also two or three left, who still eonnect
us with the past, and bridge over the
period of early settlement with all its
hardships,—its bridle paths, its rude
mstruments of culture, its period of
almost unbroken forest, its well nigh
oneness of faith and worship, its high
tone of honour, its paternal sympa-
thies, and the zest of its social reuntons,
~with the present period of good car-
riage roads and steain navigation, ex-
tensive clearings, lumber expansion,
religious diversity and straighter social
forms.

Members of these classes are probably
still to be found in nearly all our older
parishes, and as they are generally
members of the Church, would it not
be worth while before this living coun-
zexion with our early past is quite gone,
to gather from them and preserve any
information they can furmsh as ‘o how
and to what extent their spiritual wants
were supplied by the Church in those
early days? what means of religious
Instruetion and public worship they had
n common with her? where they wor-
shipped ? when their first churches were

built? and how and by whom served ?
These early parochial annals are cer-
tainly worth pre<erving, and cannot fail
to be of' taterest o such of uy as love
the Chureh . and they may be instruct-
ive, ton, aad show us where we mus
lay the blame for ground lost; why
many of our people have declined fron
the Chureh, as they have; and what
course is neceseary, when settlement-
are formed, to kcep them in the tanl
of their fathers. 'i'hc Church in every
parich nas its history ; our present ety
cumstances and necessities will probably
lead many to euquire for information
concerning it ; and the writer of thi-
paper is satisfied that if many wealthy
Churchmen living in towns, both here
and in the mother country, could know
more of our past history and prescni
state and the heavy burden which the
present action of the Society for Propa
gating the Gospel will throw upon the
members of the Church in most of ou:
country parishes in order to have the
meaus of grace, they would cheer
fully aid usin providing against our
impeuding destruction, Ifother par-
ishes are {l{\ke that in which the writer
lives, it is plain enough that without
aid from beyond their own borders,
much beyond anything that the Diocesan
Church Society at present does or i
likely to do, the churches must he
closed, the congregations scattered, the
Sunday school dispersed, and all the
influence for good which is promoted
by a resident clergyman brought to an
end. The country parishes as a rule,
notwithstanding any endowments in
land they posess, cannot support a
married elergyman in decency without
large help ; annual subscriptions may be
increased,doubtless, to some extent, hut
not, 1 believe, so much as many of our
town residents suppose ; the imnpression
of largeand abundant crops inthe coun-
try of which newspapers often speak i-
all imaginary ; as a rule the mass of oyr
farmers get a very moderate living by
very hard labor, and can hardly ecarry
themselves and their families through
the year by the produce of their farms.
and 2 winter’s lumbering. Such isthe
honest judgment of the writer after
nearly twenty years of observation in a
country parish. Sprinkle® here and
there you may indecd meet with an ex-
ceptional case, and in the parishes near
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CRUKCH NEEDLEWORK.

our larger towns these instances are
doubtless more nuinerous; butanything
over and above what miects their neces-
sary wants the generality have not;

money is so rare that many ionths |

pass with many of them without secing
such a thing.

1low, then, is such a population to
enduw the Church ? to make up a defi-
ciency of filty, sixty, seventy-five or a
hundred pounds a year in a clergy-
man'sincome? The thing is impossible.
Their wealthier brethren, in the great
centre of our trade and commerce must

help them if the thing is o be duye
at all.

I have been almost insensibly Jul
away from my orginal purpuse inte
these remarks. But to return. would
not the printing of such annals as |
purpose corae within the design of oyp
magazine?  Might not contribution.
towards them come from the resident
clergy 7 and in time a body of our carly
Church history be formed which tlivse
who come after us will read witu
probably greater interest than ow-
selves. ,

CHURCH NEEDLEWORK.
wl‘] are sure that it is at all times ' the [oly Mysteries! and no one seemed

2a great pleasure for our readers

to hear of any cxertions, how- |

XD ever humble, which have for

@ their object the adornment of
the Mouse of God. Not that
any one supposes religion to consist in
this; or that those who give up their
time and labour to such works hope
by these means to win for themselves
a place in heaven (as some slanderously
aﬁelrm.) Those who devote their time
and skill to such works would be the
last persone in the world to believe
anything so absurd. Indeed, such a
foolish notion could never be imputed
except by that little narrow puri-
tanisin which is now, we are thankful
to .1y, in a fair way to be extinguished.

It is necessary to say these few de-
precatory words as we cannot f'orget
the storm of derision and obloquy which
burst over the diocese about two years
ago, when ‘. was discovered that certain
ladies had formed themselves into a
society, whose object was to make de-
cent and necessary things for the service
of God. Stoles, surplices, cassocks,
hoods; altar linen, altar cloths, pede
cloths; carpets, alms bags, and embroi-
dery in general. What a sensation
the very mention of these things made!
Dirt, negleet, slovenliness in the House
of God, might go on for years, and not
a voice be taised against it. There
might be no ““decent carpet of silk”
to cover the altar, a black bottle might
apgear near the table ; that which ought
to have been a ** fair linen cloth might
have to be borrowed from the nearest
house; nzay, (alas! thatit should beso!)
a common plate and glass might even
have to be used in the celebration of

tocare; pe  haps no one did care, except
the lonely priest in his out-of-the-world
mission, whose poverty alone hindered
him from s pplying that *“lack of ser-
vice " which ought to have been render-
cd by the rich. ~ Well, it was to remedy
this state of things, as far as they could.
that a few ladiesin Fredericton formed
themselves into the Church Needle-
work Socicty, determining to devote
both money and time and labour to this
object.

OF course, it was not to be expected
that any attempt in this direction could
be made without meeting some op-
position. And so correspondents wrote
angry letters, the editors of so-called
religious newspapers kindly lent their
aid to swell the storm of unkindness
and misrepresentation, and even the
ﬁreat ecclesiastical Jupiter itself thun-

cred forth its ‘‘ipsissima verba,”
causing the echoes of the mighty .\tlan
tic to awake in terror! But after a
while the storm subsided; and there
sult has been that the wicked ladies of
the Church Needlework Society have
had quite as many calls for their work
as they have been able to answer
Clergymen have actually been found so
benighted as to prefer decent covers
for the altars of their churches, rather
than see them old and neglected , nag,
they have gone so far as to wish ther
own ministerial dress to be what tne
Church orders, and have had the bold-
ness to use surplices, stoles, and hoods
which have been made by the hands of
the members of the Church Needle-
work Society. We congratulate the
Socicty upon this result; and especially
thank” the editors of those religious

N
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uewspapers who, by their kind and dis-
mterested exertions in giving publicity
to the existence and objeets of the so-
ety have so much helped to swell its
tunds and inerease the number of its
members.

We must not conclude withort men-
tioulng what gave great pleasure to
many persons in Fredericton, the other
day.—the new and beautiful altar cloth
which has lately been embroidered for
the Church at St. Stephen’s, by two
mewbers of the Needlework Society.
It certainly is, we think, the most
handsome picee of work of the kind yet
done in the provinee; and though we
know that those who have devoted so
wany hoars to the adornment of God’s
honse and His altar have not thought
ot themselves, we are suve that those
who will see their work in the house of
prayer will have them in grateful re-
membrance, and, it may be, pray that
they may be ‘‘ remembered for good
for this pious work. The coveris com-
poced of erimson cloth embroidered in
green, blue, and gold; The frontal is
divided by upright bands of green and
zold into three compartments, in _each
of which is worked a group of lilies,

J TR Church of England in this pro-

oy vinee says, — ‘I know that
Qw\eg) Bazaars for religious objects are
e’))j_« not_quite right, but what can
ﬁ? be done ? that is the question.”’
Now T want to meet this question in
the present and following number of
| 0ur magazine, ‘Will you bear with me,
good reader ?—and at least give these
short papers more thought than time
that will be spent in reading them.

Let me, at least, hopefully suppose
that if you do not set your face against
the prwivle of Bazaars, and tea meet-
ings, and concerts for religious pur-
Poscs, you feel doubtful how our Blessed
Lord, now in heaven, .y regard them.
If the motize of Bawaars for religious
purposes is good, will it be graciously
accepted by that Lord of Glory? Now

do not think that the motiveis a
very high one, and I cannot for the
foliowing reasons believe that our Lord
regards them with favour, Look at
the matter thus :—

;‘* ANY an earnest memberof the

the centre flowers expanded, those at
the sides but partially onen. these are
embroidered in white s’.lk, and the cft
feet on the rich erimson ground iy very
striking. The super-frontal is enrich-
ed by arow of stars in blue and gold
embroidery, and both this and the
frontal are edged with a handsome
parti-coloured silk fringe.

There were also exhibited at the
same time a good many kneeling
cushions of needlework, which have
been made for differc it churches by
various ladies; also stoles, surplices,
hoods, and sets of linen, both for use
in church, and in private, at the cele-
bration of the Holy Eucharist. Every
onc who saw these things must have
felt how very much the Church gener-
ally is indebted to these excellent ladies
for their skill and devotion; and we
hope the time is not far distant when
they will meet with a better return for
their lebours than the misrepresen-
tation and abuse which are still oc-
casionally hcaped upon them. In the
meantime, we commend the Church
Needlework Society to the sympathy
and support of our readers. B

BAZAARS
¥OR THE BUILDING AND ADCRNMENT OF CHURCHES.

1. Whatisa Church? It is God’s
most Holy House of prayer, and praise,
and worship. It is His earthly dwel-
ling place. It belongs to Him, and nnt
to us. It is solemnly dedicated and
consecrated for unceasing worship_ to
Him whois King of Kings, Lord of
Lords. We think a church is wanted.
We set about the work. The architect
charms us with his design. The cost
will be many huadreds of dollars. We
know at once that the whole of so large
a sum cannot be raised within the

arish,  So we apply to all our friends,
gtill the design cannot be carried out
for less than the sum stated, avd then
many, many dollars must still ke forth-
coming. Some one suggests & bazaar;
it is held ; the deficiency is supghed. .

What isa * Religious Bazaar "’ It is
a market of varieties. In itself it may
be harmless ; its consequences at times
are anything but sober. Young ladies
Eyettily dressed, tastefully arranged be-

ind a temporary counter, coaxing
every passer-by, the tent or room gar-
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nished with flags, wreathsand flowers;
a bund playing; the gay promenading ;
—s0 much rustling, chatter, and excite-
ment : such extraordinary prices given
for trifles,—al} this would surely lead a
novice in such nineteenth century oceu-
pations to imagine that the company
were spending a pleasant day in most
agreeable socicty. More might be
added, but can any one really believe
that the All Poly and jealous God con-
siders this as an offering of ** the sacri-
fice and service of' our faith?"" (Phil.
ii. 17.)* It cannot be. One thing is
certain,-—our forefathers built glorious
cathedrals through the length and
breadth of Great T;ritain, but bistorians
have never informmed us that their
¢ work, and lubour of love,” (Heb. vi.
10.) was in any way vonnected with—
T raustadd—amausement. Beeausesinee
a church is from the day of its conse-
eration God's own Holy House, amuse-
ment should never be allowed to lend
her aid.

2. A church is for use of the poor
man as well as for the rich.  He should
help to build it. It is his daty to give
of that which costs him something.

He may only have a cent to offer. *

That will be acceptable in God’s sight
if cheerfully and ungrudgingly pre-
sented. Bazaars to a very great extent

shut out the poor from uniting with

those who are more blessed with means
in building their common charch.
Dractically, they ignore any co-opera-
tion on the part of the poor.

3 God approves in Holy Writ of
those who oﬁl;r Him giftsin an unos-
tentatious manner. Self-denial is ac-
ceptable in His sight. We are told
that our ** righteousness should exceed "’
(in the most scrupulous regard to the
system of tithes and offerings, as in all
other respects) ‘‘ the righteousness of
the Scribes and Pharisees.” And St.
Paul alludes to a system of weekly
contribution in God’s House, as a part
of Divine worship, which if observed at
large would remove the excuse for
Bazaars. (1. Cor. xvi. 1. 2.)

4. We are not all blessed alike with
means. Wealth isa loan from God.
If we are poorin this world’s goods,
God does not expeet costly offerings.
If our people are few in number, and
they cannot lawfully build a grand and
imposing church, God doe~ not require
*Sce A Chmﬁo dolivered at Fredericton in

1859,” paragraph on **Bazaars,” by tho Lord
Bishop of the diocose.

it. Ttissinful to attempt any large,
expensive religious undertaking, and
implore God’s continued blessing to rest
upon it, when we are not in a position,
nur likely to be, to “ pay that which
we owe  when payment is demanded.
AN that is required of us is that we Jdo
our best,—thoush that best1s rude and
plain compared with our neighbours, |
then we may expect Gud's blessing |
will rest upon it; and what more can’!
we want?  Why not give up a Bazaar, |
and sacrifice our taste, and modify our
de=ign. if we belicve that a larger por-
tion of God's blessing will be vouch-
~afed to our own prayerful and anaided |
cfforts, swall though they be. :
5. I will not press the occasional ac- |
companiments to ** Religious Bazaaes" l
of rafiles, Christmas trees, wheels of!
fortune, lucky cakes, together with a tea i
meeting, and charades, and occasionally |
boatraces and gambling, as additional |
reasons why Bazaars are unsuitable for!
yrocuring funds upon which the Divine |

lessing will be implored, for some of
these, of themselves, may not be abso- |
lutely wrong. Nothing can be so
harmlessasa “*social tea party,’" where
the conversation is improving and
zossip avoided. But excitement and;
noisy amusement are not Bible recom-
mendations for fostering the great
Christian duty of almsgiving ;—rather
the contrary.

6 Those who are expericnced in the
practical working of ** Religious Ba-
zaars’’ well koow that moneyis fre-
quently dragged out of the unwilling
pockets of those who are not in com-
munion with the Church, and who in
the course of time unwillingly find out
that they have assisted in building 2
Church, into which they have not beer
received, nor * wish good luck in the
Name of the Lord.”

7. But there are many single ladies
and old people whose incomes ar
small. It is asked again and agae
why may they not employ their taleots
and unoccupied time by desigoing
serolls, working carpets, book-marlg;
ers, &e., for a “Religious Bazadr,
as they cannot contribute of their
penury ? But would it not be better to
offer their handiwork direct to the
Lord, in His Sanctuary; or_at lead,
request some tradesman to dispose 0
then in the usual way, at a reasonaot
| price, on bebalf of the object in VEWA




~» {115 festival of the Circumeision
ﬁ)' is part of Christmas, and in con-

sidering it we shall not have oc-
¥:5Y casion so much to speak of any

7 pecaliar doctrine connected with

it, as to point out the duty which
1it teaches, and this not the less plainly
from our Blessed Lord’s own example.
That duty is obedience. Christ took
| our natere upon Hiun—this is the
teeneral doctrine of the season, We
lwho call ourselves by His Name, bind
1 ourselves to put on Christ—this is the
general duty.

In putting on Christ, we bind our-
selves to follow Him implicitly, when-
ever we can. It is not for us_to say,
| this i3 a matter of importance, I see the
ruse of it, and here I will do my best;
"but in that, as I do not sec any use in
vit. I will please myself. To follow im-
i plicitly is to follow step by step; and
i want of faith is shown all the more

lainly in the neglect of casy matters,
ﬂecausc there can be no doubt of our
being able to perform such things: and
itherefore if, in these things, we o not
follow the pattern of Chnst, it is be-
cauce we will not.

Now apply this to those means of
grace by which our individual Christ
an life is begun and sustained,—the
Sacramentsof Baptism and of the Holy
Comn:union. These things, appointed
by God, are indispensable to us in our
rearthly nature. ¢ cannot follow our
i Saviour without His_help. He has
thought fit to convey this help through
the Sacraments ; and we are not trying
our best unless we follow Him in_this
lHls first and easiest step—obedience
tothe ordinances of that religion to
| which we belong, as He, our Example,
was obedient to_the ordinances which
then existed in His Church.

Faithful obedience does not mean
obedience because we understand a
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thing, and sce the use of it; but it
means obedience whether we sec the
use of the thing or not,—daing it be-
cause it is_commanded, and trusting
that there is a use in 1it, though we
cannot sce it. Was not this the lesson
which our Lord taught us by His cir-
cumcision? What was circumeision to
Iim 2 He was obedient to the law
for man, for our sakes, and to teach us
the lesson of obedience to the ordi-
nances of the religion which He was
abont to establish.

True it is, that the outward ordi-
nances ~f our religion are not them-
selves grace and salvation; but they
are the means of grace, and the in-
struments of salvation. The soul is
not cleansed by the water of Baptism ;
but the soul, by God’s grace, is then
and there cleansed of its sins, as the
body is cleansed by water. The soul
is not strengthened and refreshed by
the bread and wine in the Eucharist ;
but the soul is then and there strength-
ened and refreshed by the Body and
Blood of Christ, as our bodies are by
the bread and wine. All this may nov
be clear to the understanding of those
who stand aside, and reason; but it is
all known to those who humbly obey
the words of our Blessed Lor(i, and
follow in His steps. Reason hesitates
and loses the help of God; while faith
obodiently follows in the way of salva-
tion which Christ has appointed, and
inherits the blessing.  “* Almighty God,
who madest thy blessed Sor to be cir-
cumecised, and obedient to the law for
man; grant us the true circumecision
of the §pirit; that, our hearts, and all
our members, being mortificd from all
worldly and carnal lusts, we may in all
things obey thy blessed will ; through
the same thy Son Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen” A

1. Because I am commanded to do
' by that branch of Christ's Church,
‘alled the Church of England, of which

am a member, and in which I was
uyself baptized.

2. Because that Church has, in her
iTwcnty-scvcnth Article, declared her

—

“WHY DO I TAKE MY CHILD TO BE BAPTIZED ?

deliberate opinion, that ‘‘ the baptism
of young children is in any wise to be
retained in the Church, as most agree-
able with the institution of Christ.”

3. Because I learn that there is not
in the whole Christian world any_Con-
gregation of Christians, whose children
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are not baptized in infancy, the Ana-
Baptists and Quakers exeepted.

4. Because the opinion of two sects,
which have notexisted three centuries,
is of no weight, when set against the
universal practice of the Christian
Church in all the preceding centuries.

5 Because, \vit.lllin sixty vears after
the death of St. John the Ivangelist,
I find it recorded,* that there were
persons then sixty or seventy years of
age, who had from infansy been disci-
ples of Christ , and having been made
disciples ininfancy, Iconclude that they
must have been baptized in infancy, in
obedience to our Lord's command, “Go
ye and teach (or make disciples,)—bap-
tizing them,’” &e.  Matt. xxvin. 19.

6. Because another Christian writer,
thirty years later than the time last
mentioned, speaks of ¢* Infants as by
Churist bornagain unto God,”” anexpres-
sion which linplies that infants were in
his time baptized ; for, accerding to
that writer’s way of speaking, to be re-
generate, or born again, isthe same
thing as to be baptized.

7. Becauseanother Christian writer, I
whose father and grandfather were
Christians, and who was himself born
only eighty-five yearsafter the death of
St. John, speaks of infant baptism as
then practised, and says that the cus-
tom was established by the Apostles.

8. Because,in the fifth century, when
disputes took place ahout the matter of
original sin, the Church beld ¢ that
original sin rendered it necessary that
infants should be baptized.

9. Because a writer || of that period
declared it to be his opinion, that the
baptism of infants had been establish-
ed by Divine authority, since he found
that the whole Church practised it,
that it was not first instituted by any
council, but had always been retained,
and therefore must be believed to have
been delivered to the Church by the
Apostles.

10. Because, though I find many
early traces of young persons baptized
in infancy being brought to the Bishop
to receive Confirmation, I find no trace
whatever of any custom of bringing the

* By Justin Martyr, who addressed his De-
fonce of the Christian Religion to tho Romaa
Emperor Antoninus Pius 4. p. 140, and who
suffered martyrdom A. . 165.

1 Irenzous, Bishop of Lyons, A. D. 180,

3 Origon, Ho was born at Alexandria, A. D.
186, and dioed A. D. 254,

To Couacil of Carthage, 4. p. 418.

_FSt. Augustin, the chief opponent of Pela-

gius's opinion on original sin.

children of Churistians to be baptized
when grown up.

11. Because, when T inquire how far
the ancient and present practice of the |
Church agrees with the Seriptures, 1 :
find no one passage of Scripture which
directly, or otherwise, forbids baptizing
infants. -

2. Because I understand our Sa-
viour's words, ¢ Go and teach (or make
disciples of ) all nations, baptizing thew
in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost,”” tobe a
comnand to baptize every person ad-
mitted as a diseiple into His Church,
and beecause I think that our Saviour's
words, ¢ Suffer the little children to
come unto me, and forbid them not
v of such is the kingdom of God™
S\Iark s. 14), to be a direction to the

hurch to admit children into the pum-
ber of his disciples : and because I find |
in the Acts of the Apostles that!
** households”’ were baptized on the |
reception of Christianity by the head
of the house.

13. Because 1 understand our Sa.
viour’s words, ‘ He that believeth and
is baptised shall be saved, but he that
believeth not shall be damned”” (Mark |
xvi. 16), as a declaration of the rewards
and penalties attached to the accept-
ance or rejection of the Gospel: and
that they are unfairly interpreted to
exclude infants from baptism on ac
count of want of faith: for if the
authority of this text excludes them
from Baptism for want of faith, by the
same authority they are excladed frow
heaven, whether baptized or not, since
‘ he that believeth not shall be damwn-
ed;’ an interpretation which will
scarcely be contended for by any party

14. Because, though there is no pre:
cept which, in so many words, orders
the baptism of infants, yet the declara-
tion of our Saviour, ‘‘ Excepta mas
be born of water and of the Spirit, he
cannot enter into the kingdom of God”’
(Johniii, 5), is quite general, an
there is nothing in any other part of
Scripture to limit it.

15. Because infants, as well asother,
must be born again, and there is no
other way of the new birth but by
water and the Spirit.

16. Because there is nothing unres-
sonable in the belief that God, who
“first loved us” (1 John iv. 19), may
confer spiritual benefits on His cres-
tures before they are of an age to 00
Him spiritual service.
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17 Beeause the circumstance of
! children being admitted into a cove-
|xnm with God by cireumcision, under
the Law, proves that there is uothmg
in the nature of children which unfics
Lihew tor being admntied into covenant
with Hiw 3 and it is unreasonzble to
chink that children had greater privi-
leres under the L.nv, than they now
have under the Gospel,

18 Because, since it is clear that
infants are L.qaab]c of admission to the
blis~ of heaven. there can be no reason
why they should not be eapable of be-
ing .uhum«,d into the Church. TFor if
they can go to heaven without faith.
why not to the font?  Why should the
conditions of their being baptized be

Tur following lines were kindly contributed
by a clergsman, the Rev, Prebendary Ford,
to whoso liberality in providing them with
copics of his valuable commentary on the
| Gospels, the Acts of th. Apostles, and tho
| Epistle to the Romans, many of the clergy are
I s0 much indebted. Thelineswillboread with
i imereased intercst, beesuse they were suggest-
ed by Mr. Ford’s reading an article in the

“ Worship.”

0 holy City, heavenly Bride,

How fair thy portals open’d wido!
i All through tho one eternal day,
The glonfied their homago pay.

And is tho Church on earth to shine
With refiex of the light divine ?

Do heavenly things a pattern shew
0f worship, due to God below ?—

Yes: and our holy mother blest

Fuil well the duty has exprest:

* Horning and Epening Daily Prayc-"
Her faithfulness and love declare.

But oh, strange sight, that pains mine eyes,
Where now her order’d sacrifico ?

Her temple-gates, resred through the lang,
Fast clos'd and quito deserted stand.

Ob, gricf to see Christ’s poor denied

That blessing, which their Church supplicd,
God’s Houso their home, whercin ¢’ enjoy
The calm of prayer without annoy.

—

Magazine taken from Dean Goodwin, on.

!

harder than the conditions of their
belng saved ?

1, Beeause, sinee infants are undes
the curse of Adam hetme they can
counmit actual sin, it is yensonable to
believe that they may be admitted to
the blessings and privileges of redemyp-
tion before 1 they can exerase faith and
obedience.

20. Because, as Christ required faith
in tho=e who came to Ilim 1 behalf of’
vthers who required healine, and al-
lowed their tuith to benefit the sufferer
even <0 itmay be presumed that Chrivr
may be satisfied with the fuith of'thoc
who appear before Him to solicit the
erace of Dbaptism for their chil-
dren.

ON THE DAILY SERVICE OF THE CHUGRCH.

Revelution xxi, 2

25.

bt}

A LAMENT AND EXPOSTULATION.

Yet, did wo not last Sunday cry—
**Thee day by day we magmfy 2"
Pardon, good Lord, the mockery vain,
And turn our hearts to Thee again;

As when the Jewish incense rose

At morning-light, at evening’s closes
As when the Saints, on prayer intent,
Up to tho Temple daily went.

For lovely is that union sweet

Of contrite hearts at Jesus' feet

It needs no crowds asscmbling thero:
A “little flock *’ the promise share,

Some sad, somo aged souls receive
Sweet peace, the world ean never gave:
Shame on that world, its giddy stir
And guilty pleasures to prefor!

When Anna sought the housge of prayer,
The infant Jesus met her there;

To Paul, who in the Tewmple pray’d,

** The mighty Lord "’ Hiwmself display’d.

But, if misied we keep away,
What can our certain loss repay ?
With Thomas if we absent be,
Christ comes, but not for us to soc.

Oh! paltry love of earthly things,

If any such, God’s worship brings!

Theo time, which in God’s House we spend,
Makes, of itsclf, our full amend.

Thus to approach our God more near,
Thus to ** sbew forth*’ His praises desr,
To bo refin’d for Heaven’s bliss—

What has tho world, compar'd with this?
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Say, eavenly meetness can wo find,
While unattun’d the earnal mind ?

Or, how ¢nduro an endlese song,

To whom an hour in Church secws long ?

Qur private prayer availeth not

To fit us for our future lot:

1310 o city we shall dwell,

And jointly there Giod's goodness tell.

Your gates, ve priests, then open wide,
Gather the flock, the food provide:
God will your faithful zeal reward,
When dapy by day ye praise the Lord.

And oh, may He, our glorious bead,

Send forth that power which 1ifts the dead;
Revive us, as in ancient days,

To seck s face, and sing s praise,

CORRESPONDENCE.

Moxtrear, C. E., Dec. 14, 1865,

My DrAR Mg, Epttor,~I hope to send you
occasionally somo Church news of the Divcese
of Canada n general, and of the Divcese of
Montrcal in particular, Although now some-
what after date, I am desirous that the readers
of your magazine throuzhout a diocese 1n
which [ laboured for many years, and 1n which
Ishall ever feel a lively interest, should have
some account of the last weoting of the Pro-
vincial Synod of the Church in Canada, which
was both interesting and important with refer-
cnce to its own ohjects, and its bearing on the
question now agitated as to the present status
of the Colomal Church and her relation to the
Church of the mother country.

‘The Provincial Synod of the Church in
Canada assembled for the third tune in the
city of Montreal, the Metropolitical See, on
Wednesday the 13th of September. The
bisheps. clergy, and lay delegates of the sev-
eral dioceses met at the appointed hour 1n tho
schodl-roum of the Cathedral buildings, and,
forming a procession, marched in o.der to tho
Cathedral for divine service, previous to the
opening of the Synod. The procession was
led by the laity, followed by the cleray, and
closed by the bishops. When the procession
reached the West entranco of the Cathedral,
it was opencd to allow the bishops to pass,
and all entered in reversed order.

After Marning Prayer, Litany, and Ante-
Commuuion service, a most acceptable and
appropriate sermon was preached by the Pro-
locutor of the lower house, the Rev. James
Beaven, D. D., a venerable and respected
’l;rcsbytcr of Torunto, who holds the chair of

'heology in University College. The text was
from Isaiah, " In returming and rest shail
ye besaved: in quictness and in confidence
shall be vour strength.” At the present june-
ture of the Church in Canada, and the present
position of the swhale Colouial Chureh, it was
considercd a most aptly-chosen subject, and
discreetly and ably treated. The closest at-
tention of the Synod was given to the whole
discourse. After the sermon the four bishops,
the Metropolitan and the bishops of Huron,
Ontario, and Quebec, proceeded to the admin-
wstration of the Holy Communion. The ven-
crablo bishop of Toronto was prevented at-
tending from tho infirmities of advanced age,
and the 1lluess of his wifo, who has since died.

All tho members of the Synod partook of
tho Haly Communion. Divine service was
followed by the formal opening of the Synod.
which I shall now procced to describe, iving
you such inform wtion of the details of debate
as aro hikely to bo of intcrest and importance
to the members of the Church in the Dioceso
of Fredenicton. Ishall hero presumeto add
somo reflectionsof my own asacquainted with,
and interested 1o, the status which the Church
holds at tho presont imo in Canada and New
Brunswick.

It mill bo remembered by all who have
taken any interest in the onward mosement
of tho Church here, that after the power of

clection of our own bisthops was granted to
Canada, the Diocese of Toronto was sub-di-
vided, and Huron and Ontario becwme seps-
rate sces. At the first meeting of the Provin-
cial Synod, ali the dioceses were duly and
fully represented, and without let or hin-
drance all worked together for the general
good of the Church. When the notorious
hetrodox judgent of the Judicial Commttee
of the Privy Council was given to the Church
and the world, which brought out the noble
championship of the Bishop of Capetown,
Metropolitan_of South Africn, and induced
the Colonial Church throughyutits lengts and
breadth to consider how far it would consent
to be ruled by such a judgment, or act upon
theindependence and ~elf-government rupidly
being thrust upen it, the Bishop of Huron
was led to suppose that the Provineial Synod
of Canada was organized upon an illegal basie,
and that consequently 8l past Acts of the
Synod were_legally null and void. His lord-
ship was induced by legal advisersto act upon
this errroncous supposition, and for s long
timo, through counsel in Canada and advice
at homo, strenuous exertions were publely
used to upsct an_ecclesiastical institution.
which had been so happﬂé constituted for the
goud governtent of the Church. Durmg all
this time, the legal advisers of the Metropoh-
tan, eminent men both in Canada and Hos-
land, assured Churchmen that the Cburch i
Canada, with its Diocesan and Provinesl
Sy nods, was in a better pogition than any part
of the Colonia! Church,and op an impregnable
legal basmis. Owing to theso doubts, which had
been thruwn on the power and standing of the
Provincial Synod, it was feared that the Lond
Bishop of Huron would feel himsclf unable
to work harmoniousls with the other droceses.
Before the Synod was opcncd_bé' the Metro-
politan, the Bishop expressed hisdesire wjoll:n
if his mind could Yw set at rest eopcerning tue
legality of the past acts of the Synod. ]5
roposed, therefore, that a resolution sbouh
{;e passed declaring their validity before t f
Synod was formally opened, Membersobect-
cd on the ground that they rad no power®o
do anything until the Provmcml}gnod .wzs
properly opencd by tho Metropolitan talun%
the chair, and that then to satisfy the l‘“““"ﬂ
tions of the Bishop of Huron, such a msolunoly
would bo unanimously carricd A'\L‘corl?llib&'0
the Metropolitan took the chair, the .lg "
of Iluron withdrew uoder protest, ﬂ}c bis (l’gr
proceeded to the upper house, the ¥ rnlo‘;:uwe
of the lower house was ro-elected. M\Vhen
roll of clergy and lay delegates ealled. b
the names of the Huron diocese were catict:
almost every clergyman and lnyman.a}lswcf'b
the call, and cach pame was rqceugl v’tl'lbe
acclamations of welcome by the Sypod 2
resolution to satisfy the Bishon was p}&nh:
and communicated to his lordship, Wh°t° the
with took his scat in the uppor house, o 1e
healing of any past griovanue, and the esan
Iishment of thorough harmony and peact‘r the
the representation of all the diocescso




CORRESPONDENCE.

143

Cinadian Church in general Synod assembled.
[ give you this circumstance somewhat at
length to show tho satizfactory legal starug = f
the Proviucial Rynod, which has thus been
tested, and has stond the trial. During the
whale of the gessiong of the Synod, amid the
utteiaace of every variety of opinion, the
defint - and distinet avewal of conscientinus
con iciong, and some difierence of sentiment
on important points affecting the more inde-
sendent position of the Chureh in the colonios,
i belicve there never was an ecelesiastical
assembly in which the bano of party spirit
was tempered so_hapialy and 2uccessfully by
a generally manifested desire for mutual ac-
nve co-opera 10n as was the case at our recent
Provineial Synod, Thero sre one or two ques-
wons, which oceupied much of the time of the
Svnud, which may be of interest to jour
readers  ‘The first which came up had refer-
ence to the severance which had been thrust
gpon us fromn the Church at home by recont
enactments and 1udginents, therehy miving us
unlumted hiberty to govern and direct our-
sehves, Long, temperate, bet carnest debates
ensued. A strong conservative fechug was
evineed, runming through all the speeches.
[his was evadenced by the sigmficant fuct that
any resolutions to multiply set forms of praser
for speerel oceasions, which it adopted aceord-
1wz to the motions of one or two muvers, would
render necessiry an appendix to the Prayer-
book, any re-olution to divide the services
under authority of Synod, or to make any
alt ration which nught approsch to a sem-
blani e of desire for a division of the Liturgy,
s as to interfere with the unifornnty of publie
worship, or touch the book of Common Pray-
er, which s the Charehman’s bend of union,
whether ho is in England or Canada, in New
Brunswick or at the Cape, was thrown out by
alarge majonty, and in most cases, after dis-
cusston, unaninousty negatived. The general
desire was to avoud boing brought under the
power of such judgments as have been given
recently at home, and at the same time to
adhere closely to the doctrine and example of
that mother Church which has nurtured us so
long - to take no step which ghould seem o
manifest a desire of severance. The original
resolution, upon which the whole discussion
was based, was thereforc unanimously carried,
which appointed a_committee to confer with
persons 1n high office in the Church at home
to ascertain our true position since recent
judicwaldecisions with reference to the Church
of the mother country, and to report to the
ncxt meeting of the Synod,

Another gratifying and important resolu-
tion, interesting _also to the Church in the
siter dioceses of Fredericton and Nova Seotya,
emanated trom the House of Bishops, bearing
onthe furcgoing subject, and was sent down
to the lower house, where it met with full con-
turrence, and was received with demonstra-
tions of hearty acceptance. It was resolved
that a committeo of Provincial Synod:be ap-
pointed to confer with the Archbishop of Can-
terbury and other dignitaries of the Church
to ascertain what stops may be taken to secure
aGeneral Council of the Anglican Church, by
which the Colonial Church in the distant do-
gendcncncs of the British empire may preserve
Ber connexion with tho mother Church i its
integrity  These resolutions and opinion: will
sufficiently indicate the tone which provailed
althe Synod. Matters of local character wero
discussed, and o most importsnt Synod was
lrouxht to 3 close by the members of the

ower houso ropairing to the upf?cr to hear the
closing address of tho Metropofitan with the
usual bencdiction,

00% wish to point out to you the advan-
age of our gomion in having incorporated
Synods. in the earnest hopo that Fredericton
¥ill no longer be content to bo so behind tho

times, and so indifferent to_the necessity of
Synudieal action being undertaken without
any furtherdelay.  When judeiment was given
adversely to the Bishop of Capetown, which
led to the declaration on the part of the
Metropolitan of South Afrien and hissufiragar
bihups, with their Syrod, that they would
call themselves by a o1 tinet title, * The
Church ot South Afriea in union and full com

thumon with the United Chureh of England
and Ireland,” the opinion of the highest taw

officer of the Crown in England, Sir Robert

Plullimore, the Queen's Advocate, was giver
in a private letter to tho Metropohtan o
Canada, sinee mads publie. that the word:
used 1n the judgment of the Judicial Commit

tee of the Privy Council, viz., " that th

Church in the coloniesis in no better but ir
no worse position than that of any other re-
hegious body,” do not apply to the Church i
Canada! and that we uro in a better position
than any other portion ot the Colonial Chureh

The Bishop of Capetown, as RBishop, had hi-
Diocesan Synod, but it was not wmeornorated

and su was only a voluntary assoeaiion not
binding by the law_ of the local legislature ;
as Metropolitan he had his Promneind Synori
recognized by the heretical Bishop, Dr. Co

lenso, aud to which he is amenable in a cer

tain seura. Now the Church in Cai ada is on
an undnub‘ed legal footing, Ishall reter you.
as aspeaking proof of the advantuge of Synod-
ical action, to the practienl working of an
Incorporated Diocesan Synod iu the dineese of
().ntan'u. and that of an Incorporated Provin-
cinl Synod in the province of Canada. The
Bishop of Ontario, whose adminsatrative capn

bilities I believe none will deny, when he ns-
sumed the duties of the diocese, instead of
having that weak, inefficient substitute for »
Synod, an mcorgomtcd Church Nociety, wisely
procured from the legisiature a bill for the in

carporation of the Synod of the diocese: thu-
carrying on the whole work of his missionary
diocese at far less expense, and vastly more
offictently, by ono uniform machinery, instead
of two. And I can testify from an expericnee
of more than two years in that diocese, with
close watching, that the * Board of Missions’

constituted by the Synod, carries on all the
work which any Church Society couid do, and
that the organization has been eminently suc-
cessful in practice, which is the best proof of
its efficiency. And every diocese in Canada i-
alive to the importance and valueof its Synoed

In short, no member of the Church here evers
dreams of uttering an objection to a Synod.
Such a prejudice, I assure_you, is but a vision
of the past in this part of the world! Then,
as tothe value of the Provincial Synod. Its
acts have buen again and again recognized by
the legistature of the country. the bishops
have been severally recognized as preading
over their respective sees, and whether the
Qucea had, or had not, tho power to confer
lotters patent, it Liatters not so far as we ar¢
concerned, for, as I have pointed out to you,
the legislature of tho country has given to
our Synods the foree of law, and accepted tl\?
authority of our bishups over those who b~
long to their jurisdiction. Consequently gou
will observe that together with tho election
of bishops vested in the scveral dioceses, the
Synod 1aw is binding on any clergyman who
cnters any of the dioceses whoro it is in forec
and the Provincial Synod has the power f law
to take any measure for the good government
and duseipling of the Church, for tho trial of
offenders. and even for the trial and deposi-
tion of a bishop, Woare all convinced of the
valuo of our Synods. cspecially at the 7 -csent
eventful crisis of tho Church’s history. And I
must bo bold and say that it is a matter of
regrot that no stop bas yot been takcen 1n your
diocese for the formation of s Synod. Why
not organizc at onco? I venture to say that
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if a Synod had been called ten years ago,
when [ had the privilege of entering on my
ministerial labours in the diocese, or even five
years ago, there would scarcely be a parish
which would not now be regresented. Sup-
posing some parighes at first held aloof, many
would at onge obey the bidding, and if the
Synod were but a voluntary assgciation, it
would at least be the proper method of Chureh
" government for the ment of lo¢al and
iocosan affairs. And anything is better than
the long-continued state of inaction in the
matter. An endowment fund was spoken of
more than ten years ago, and you have not yet
done anything in the matter. Why notbegin ?
If the rich laity of St. John refuse to do the
part which belongs to them, it is not correot
In principle to deprive willing hearts in many
{)or.twns of the diocese of the opportunity of
aying by in stdre, as Ged hath prospered
them, to meet the evil day in pecuniary mat-
ters which has now _come upon the diocese.*
All the dioceses in Canada have formed funds
which have been increasing year by year.
They began with a little—all were invited to
ﬁlv ost gayve, few refused. In days of
‘onfederation, in stirring times in the politi-
cal world, the Chureh in the odlonies is up and
doing also. Some bond of union is felt to be
necessary for preserving the unlted action of
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Oﬁ' ‘the Pourth Sunday in Advent, the Lord
U Bishop of the diocese held an ordination
in Christ-Church Cathedral, Fredericton, when
the Rev. I, P. Sheraton, missionary at Welford,
was admitted to the priesthood, The candi-
date was %reeented by the Rev. John Pearson,
who, with the Rev. C. G. Coster, joined the
Bishop in the imposition of hands. The ordi-
nation took place at 11 o’clock, morning pray-
er havini been previously said at hali-past
eight. The Holy Communion was celebrated,
and the ordination sermon preached by his
lordship the Bishop.

WE are happy to hesr that, in several
churches, zealous laity have been dili-
gently emg]o ed during the last two weeks in
adorning the houses of God for Christmas. In
the Cathedral, and in the Parish Churoh, the
workers exceeded their former efforts. and in
8St. Paul’s, Portland, and Christ-Chureh, St.
Stephens, we hear that good work has been
done, though we are eon;i' to 8ay, no account
has reached us. On Christmas morning the
usual service was held in the Cathedral at
half-past eight, A.M.. At the service at 13,
a'oarol was sung by wpwards of thirty ohil-
dren. The musicwas well performed, and 121
communicants remained to ‘‘keep the feast.”
A c&}l’ tio%p was made for the poor, amount-
ing W24,

T a meeting of the Liverpool and Birken-
head Open Church Association, the Rev.
Dr. Baylee (the chairman) said that in the
previous year the erth at his church
amounted to £355, and that in the ten months
of this year it had amounted to nearly £400.
t was satisfactory that of the £355 only £10
was in sovereigns, and that by far the larﬂm
part was in coins under mxpen&e He had
not yet entirely adopted the unappropriated
system, but he now felt disposed to do so.

CevLon.—The Bishop of Colombo has sum-
mwned the Diocesan Synod to meet on 20th
of month and following da.yx;1 to co r
v u. impo t matters affecting the wel-
fare of tha Churoh. in Ceylon.

man in priyet’s orders is entitled to vote, and
eark "/ <ends one or more lay represen-

the Church. The Church in_the St}!tg' ‘;z‘
comonted again the bond which binds .
gether the Church of the Northern and 50%q¢
ern States, The Bishop of Honolulu, fed
a degire for some co-operation and felloWs co.
sought admission to the Council of the 00}}0,}‘
dation, proving the existence of the 8!LVy
desire [ have mentioned for some grou2: pi
mutual counsel, whatever may be the opil! .|
formed of the act itself. Excyse me for 019
ng that if something is not done by Y97 pe
Fredericton diocese, you are very likely “; to
eft by the wayside. But we shall hoPoy,
hear better things for the Church throug bert
united vigorous detion of Church mem
and ministers,

I am, dear Mr. Editor,
Very faithfully youfs;

p.W.V

*[We beg leavé to remind our readers ﬂ”:
it is still open to them, as always has bee® w
oase, to plovide in each parish a fund fof s
local endowment. His lordship the Bish?l"
his late charge, points to this method as %>,
to be the most successful and satisfaotdry”

Every dlergy-
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tives, who must be in full communion
the Churoh.

IraLy.—~The following appears in the 9““’;
dian us the basis of & Reformation of
Italian Church :— -

1. The Pope to_be Bishop of Rome and w.
mate of the Universal Church; and po
gEci)umenic Cou.no(iik p;esxc‘l‘odtqverb%' }:1: Po

0 be supreme judge in gtiestions o "

2. The Bishops, Arohbishops, and MeU0f
politans to be reinstated in the full ngh” o
their diocesan jurisdiction as exercised 3hyo
the end of the tenth and beginning of
eleventh centul;y. 3 R 3

3, Integrity of the-eoclesiastical hierafT;ig
and of the free vote of the clergy and Py,
in the election of Bishops, parochial cle
aad of the Pontiff himself. K“‘-"

4. The Liturgy in the national lang¥ fig
with the free circulation of the Scriptur
the vulgar tongue. . tar?
5. Sacramental confession to be voluDity
on thg part of the penitent faithful, 80 ond
accordance with the canons of the third aris”
g’i“tr'th century as regards the priestly \3

otion. . 0

o Bestitution to all ordained priests of, 0
consultative and deliberative vote in the
cesan and Provincial Synods.

7. Abolition of obligatory celibacy. . .o,

§. Full and complete liberty of conscie?

—_ -

N influential meeting was held at the L%

erpool Town-hnllngn Novem erE;“é,d
the presidency of the ex-M:gor. . n!i"‘
Lawrence, on the subject of Church-extef%ye
in that town, The Blshog ‘i{ Cheslefu_ N
Rey. Rector Campbell, Mr. 8. vaeld mer
and 8 large number of clergymen anc .,
chants were present. Aftersome prehmh
explanations as to the great want of 02y
accommodation in Liverpool, it was 9§ i~
mously resolved, on the motion of thf}bces“"
man, and seconded by the Bishop of 00 ¥
to form asociety. A sum of over £20, s of
suhwﬂbedhin,olgdint ten mbscnpﬁi’n the
£1,000 each, an

i

several of £500. °
soms o el e Rov, DL e
. a o new dis
there were 160,000 people, with only t¥o 1
churches. B



