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Nationalization of the Medical Profession

The writer of the article which fol
lows, Ex Mayor Dr, ». E. Hett of Kit
chauer, is well known throughout the
Proviuce of Outario for his warm sym
pathy for the cause of organized labor,
He is a well-known figure at the sue
cesding conventions of the Labor Edu
ational Association of Ontario and
the Independent Labor Party, and for
vears has been actively connected with
the industrinl and political activities
of labor in his native ecity. He was
born in Kitehener on May 2, 1870, pnd
graduated from the University of To
routo on May 2, 1801, on his 21st
birthday. The doctor knows what it
weans to be without money, as he
spent many of his student days in To-
ronto without a nickel in his pocket,
He uever attended the full courses of
leetures at college, as he worked for
part of Lhe time and during the hoii
s at the carpenter trade, He has
been secretary of the loecal Medicsl
Association for over a quarter of a
century and has contributed numerous
articles to medical literature. He was
the first in the world to treat and re
port a case of uterine fibroid by X-ray,
which was a complete success, He is
engaged in work on cancer for some
time, Dr. Hett's interest in the labor
movement has been known by nearly
all the old labor leaders for over
twenty-five years. He is on the execn-
tive of the Labor Educational Associa-
tion and ¢ vice-president of the LL.P,

He speaks four languages—English,
German, French and Italian—and for
several years served on the local Board
of Edueation. His article on the Na-
tionalization of the Medical Profes-
sion shows a great deal of original
thought, and he claims that if the
medical profession is nationalized com-
pletely that sickness and suffering will
be reduced over 50 per cent, and thou-
sands of lives saved, whilst at the
same time the highest type of citizens
will be developed.

The Eradication of Misery and
Disease.

To the Labor Educational Association:

Ladies and Geutlemen: One year ago
to-day, May 24th, 1919, in the city of
Stratford at our avnual meeting you
intrusted me with the task of giving
a report upon this vital question. Con
soquently I am here to-day and beg to
submit the following report for your
consideration,

In the contemplation of this great
question it is necessary for us to lay
aside every seltish motive and allow
our hearts to be filled with the great
est ideals of life in the endeavor to
make a correct diagnosis of the phy
sical, mental and spiritual conditions
of our people and those who are to be
born aund appiying physical and men
tal hygiene, together with all the
medical and surgical knowledge and
application of the same for the pur
pose of eradicating misery and dis.
ease, with all its terrbile sufferings
and bringing about happiness and
health to our civilization in its high
est form.

1t would be exceedingly interesting
to present to you a synopsis of the
evolution of public health, but those
thoughts ean be obtained from other
sources. Time brings about many
chenges, The world is in a great
upheaval, and many conditions are in
a chaotic state, What does this
all mean? People are beginning to
think as they never did before. The
conditions are such that all communi-
ties and countries are influenced by
the various thoughts, discoveries, con
venions and scisntific progress of the
age.

The Conserving of the Public Health
Is a Vital Problem.

When we study the evolution in pub
lie health in Canada and study iune
statistics we find that some communi

ties vary greatly in health matters and
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lacky. Tt killed 500,80 people annu-
ally in Europe.

Typhoid fever until reeent years
claimed many victims annuuvlly, as all
older residents of Toronto know only
too well, To-day the water is chlor
inated and we have a typhoid vaceine
which has played a very prominent
part in the great war, In all previous
wars the mortality from typhoid fever
was frightful, but there was hardly
any in the late world war, The pre-
vention of typhoid fever amongst the
allied troops was perhaps the biggest
factor in winning the war, and many
of our returned men are alive and well
to-day because they were inoculated,

The advances made in the preven-
tion of tetanus and infection in
wounds has been a great triumph
achieved in the military hospitals.

Too Much Commercialism in the
Medical Profession.

Let us look for a moment at tuber-
eulogis, Many of us remember when
it was considered an hereditary dis-
ease pure and simple. Now it is known
to be an iufectious disease, and pa-
tients, instead of remainig at home
and infecting the other members of
the family, are removed to tubercu.
losis san iums and given the very
best treatments,

Whenever we see that the state has
taken charge of the sick great ad-
vances have been made,

During the war all our soldiers came
under the medical and surgical treat-
ment of the state, and it was te the
interest of the state to keep our men
fit, and our physicians and surgeons
who enlisted in the war made many
sacrifices and were, like our soldiers,
poorly paid. Our country owes them
a great debt for the noble work they
accomplished,

When we look at the medieal pro
fession to-day, that is the system of
private practice, we find that it is not
the highly honored profession it was a
quarter of a century ago, when the
ideals of the average practitioner were
higher than they are to-day. The old
family praetitioner had the welfare of
the family at heart, and his advice
was a rule very relinble. Many
physicians and surgrons of these ideals
are found to-day, but one cannot help
notice that a change has “aken place
which has been produced by the spirit

of the age in mixing too much com
mencialism into the profession

Too Many Unnecessary Operations
Are Performed.

Many people are afraid, and very
often justly so, to consult @ surgeon
when they have some pain below the
belt for fear of an operation. We
have many splendid surgeons who are
reliable, but we have some who are
after the almighty dollar and subject
the innocents to an operation which
at times causes their death, and yet
the surgeon gets away with it all, It
seema that some have no conscience,
and at times it is so elastic that it
ean be stretched to any length to suit
their purpose.

There are altogether too many un
necessary operations performed at
present in some localities, and there is
no control over them. The publie dues
not know and many patients do not
know how it is put over them. I cer
tainly believe in the good work of
surgery, but T consider it eriminal
when operations are performed where
it is not necessary, but only for the
money there is in it,

If the public really knew what is
actually going on some unservpulous
operators, not surgeonsa, would have
rather a hot time,

If we had the medical profession

ed under state control, as will be
pointed out later, such acts could not
take place.

No men in wne community can do
more evil or more good than the men
of the medical profession. Their pow
ers for good or for evil are so great
that the publie can entertain no econ
ception of it,

There are some medical men who
stoop so low as to performa abortions
and thus become eriminal murderers.
I am absolutely positive that many re
liable and conscientious medical prac
titioners know this to be the ease and
they frequently have seen the reasons
¥ they have not been employed by
certain families as the family physi
clan simply because they were houest
and conscientious.

The Mortality of Medical Men Is High
—Few Arrive at Old Age.

If the general public would know
the real truth they would be horrified
in certain localities, whilst in others
it would not cause much of a sensa-
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Steel or irom structural workers 5.00
Bailors .o 5.00
Marine engineers or firemen.. . 2,50
Locomotive eugineers or firemen 2.50

Stone cutters—Limited to 15-year en-
dowment,

Cigar makers—Limited to 15-year en-
dowment,

Metal polishers and grinders—Limit-
ed to 15-year endowment.

Railway car inspectors in large
vards 2,50
No policy for more than $#1,000 is

issued to any person in the above-

mentioned oceupations,

All large insurance companies have
been collecting statisties for years,
and as time passes greater light will
be thrown upon the effects of indus-
trial occupation,

Herewith are some figures obtained
from the Medico Actuarial Investiga-
tion, Vol. 1IL, which will throw some
light on this subjeet:

Effect of Occupation on Mortality.

In some of the wage-earning oceu-
pation classes the effects of this in-
vestigation are not comparable with
the mortality statistics of the same
oceupation in the general occupation,
beeause the risks accepted by the com-
panies are chiefly drawn from the
more favorably placed workers in
their respective occupations,

1. Automobile Industry—

(a) Proprietors and salesmen in
auto stations and garages,

(b) Repair men and machinists in
anto stations and garages.

(e) Chauffeurs, non-racing, not in-
cluding testers and demonstrators,

Class (a)—No. of entrants, 697;
exposted to risk, 1,502; actual deaths,
9; expected deaths, 769; ratio of ac.
tual to expected, 117%.

Class (b)=—No. of entrants, 643;
exposed to risk, 1,386; actual deaths,
7; expected deaths, 685; ratio of ae.
tual to expected, 102%.

Class (e)=No, of entrants, 843;
exposed to risk, 1,650; actual deaths,
8; expected deaths, 740; ratio of me.
tual to expected, 1087,

The details of this investigation in-
to these three classes are not publish-
ed because the data were few, and the
exposed to risk was only about two
years,

2. Cooks and chefs in hotels and
restaurants (men),

Ratio
Actual Expected of actual to
deaths, deaths, expected.
156 102.62 1529,

While the deaths were comparative
ly few in number under each cause,
the indications were that the death
rate frem tuberculosis, pueumonia,
cancer, cirrhasis of the liver, aund
Bright s disease, were higher thau the
standard,

3. Retail druggists, proprietors and
employees,

The death rate from tuberculosis
is kigher than the standard at the
younger age, at entry, and this may
be partly due to the large proportion
of uuderweightu in the class, There
was also a higher death rate than the
standard from heart disease, except at
the older ages at eutry, while that
from Bright's disease was distinetiy
higher at all ages,

4. Electric light,
systems,

(a) Superintendents, managers and
chief engineers,

(b) Eleetrical engiveers who han
dle live wires,

heat and power

Ratio of

Actual  Expeeted actual to

Class deaths.  deaths, expected

(a) 180 193.80 94

(b) 84 79.82 1057

Of the total deaths in classes (a)

and (b), 3% were due to eleetrie

shock, and in class (b) the deaths

from accident were about tw.ee the
standard.

5. Linesmen (pole climbers) and are
light trimmers,

Ratio
Aetual Expected of actual to
deaths, deaths, expeeted,
71 50.05 1429
It will be noted that more than

half the entrants were granted insur
auce before the age of 30, and that
the mortality is very heavy at the
young ages at entry. The death rate
from accidents of all kinds was fully
five times the standard, the deaths
due to electricity being 8 of the
total from all causes,

6. City Fire Departments,

Class a — Lieutenants,
chiefs and assistant chiefs.

Class b—Drivers, engineers, stokers

eaptains,

and truckmen.
17
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The Vietorian Order of Nurses are
the advance guards of the national
ization of the nurses, and the nursing
sisters of the army were the first to
be placed under the services of the
State. There is no necessity to write
words of eulogy on the nursing pro
fession, {or every sensible person now
reulizes the great good they do. 1t
would, however, be better if the nurses
would be placed under the services of
the State, 1f it can be done in war, it
cau be done in peace

Conclusion,

In the above plan of the national
ization of the medieal profession I
tated that sickness would be reduced
over U per cent, It certainly can be
done. ‘The guestion arises, how much
work will remain for the medieal pro
mession?  There will, of
many specialists in all branches, to
whom the general practitioner will re
fer & Jurge number of his patients.

Confinements could easily be paid
Ly the ministry of motherhood, in 2
mauner similar to the Workmen's
Compensation  Board The public
<hould have & choiee in their medical
attendant, the same as the Workmen's
Compensation Board.

The praetitioner could he paid a fee
per case, or placed on a fixed salary
per year. Where there is a will there
is & way, and these details can all be
worked out,

course, be

Where is all the money to come
from? This & of course, an import
aut question. Should it be by direct
taxation, or shall we get after the
rich? Or hoth?

It is a erime to die rich, and the
rich man would be better off if he had
less money when he died, T would like
to see the millionaires and rieh trim-
med. 1f a man has a few millions
when he dies, 1 see no reason why the
Ktate should not take everything away
above a hundred thousand dollars, It
cun be done, and should be done. The
details of this ean be easily worked
out. Let us look at the great good
that will follow in the complete na
tionalization of the medical and nurs
ing professions. The aristocracy of
Plood has received a severe jolt the
past five years, and it is up to us to
give the aristocraey of money severe
jolts, Let us instead recognize only
the aristoeracy of character, Let us
pourish it, and build it up, and have
the finest elass of citizens. These are
the patriotic duties in times of peace
Therefore 1 will appeal to sll to use
your influence and your A.votion to
vour fellow-men and the ‘state to her
uld this new order of srrvice and the
placing of the medical yrofession upon
the highest standard in the world.

Then we may hope tu have the
world made a safe place for fathers
to werk in, for children to live iu,
and mothers to reside in.
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All revenue derived from the sale of this
publication, after meeting expenses,
will be devoted to aid the work of the
United Women's Educational Federa-
tion of Ontario.
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