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A Struggle ForThe Truth

or AO Made Plain

This book is especially

written for

Anglicans

An Anglican



This Book is affectionately dedicated

to my dear father and mother.
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PREFACE

This little book is not intended to be

controversial. Its aim is simply to give

a dear exposition of the belief and worship

of the Church as taught by our Blessed

Lord, and handed down by the Apostles,

and as sanctioned and hallowed by the

acceptation of centuries.

This volume exhibits what I believe to

be a true view of the faith and practice of

an Anglican Catholic. I wish simply to

state the truth without attacking others. But

it is impossible to make our position clear with-

out alluding to the Roman Catholic Church.

We pray for reunion both with the di-

vided portion of the Catholic Communion

and the dissenting bodies; we feel the sadness

and loss involved in these separations.

If this book serves but to establish more

firmly in the Faith some wavering or doubt-

ing brother Churchman or to bring withm

the fold some of those now without, the

author will feel this work has not been done

in vain, but that it may in some measure be it

ever so little contributed to the showing forth

of that glorious heritage of the Church, "the

Faith once for all dehvered to the Saints."
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FAHay PRAYERS,

FOR THE CHURca

unity and safe^ in til . ^ ^'^ P*^^' '"

to Thy glo,y the „e^?^;!?i!t"''' °f
™«

Draver a«^ It, »
". ^^'^^^easing sacnfice of

Sr ofher ?^'f^/'^y ^vaa>ce the

SDirit o ^ ''• ^^ "^ fiMed with His»P>nt, and partake of His ^ory. jJL
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FOR THE CLERGY.

Remember them that ^^^^. ^l^'
.,„i,VtW».trs let them be clothed with nght-
holy thmgs, let inen.

Jovftflness, and
eousuess, and smg witn .royro ,

espedaUy the clergy of this Pansn. Amen

FOR TEHPERANCE.

Gradous Lord, Who art the author rf all

Uri2^L. Grantthatmy^Wen^nc.

-.rd^^rXthTmy^-HS^
r-s^Sh[eo^er^{Mig|
Thy honor and glory, through Jesus v^nnst

our Lord. Amen.

FOR OUR CHILDREN.

Rless mv children with healthful bodies.

throughout in their bodi^^ and ^ouls .^
i

spirit!, and keep them "nblame^»^ to the

coming of the Lord Jesus. Amen.



OR, ALL MADK PLAIN.

A PRAYER FOR THE FAMILY.
Visit, I beseech Thee, O Lord, my home^d aU my family, and drive far from it allthe snar^ of the enemy, especially aU strifeemr, and contention. Let Thy holyS

T^uK^t "!f
^^"P? "s evermore, throughjesus Chnst, our Lord. Amen.

A PRAYER FOR UNITY.

ru
\^'^'Shty God, who hast built ThyChurch upon the foundation of the Aoostlesand Prophets, Jesus Christ Himsetf beKe

l!!l.if'*"?^'""'^°"^^
^'^""^ "« so to be joined

^^""V:^''- ^''-^- Jesus 'c^rirr

O God, the Father of our Lord Tesus Chri<:t
our only Saviour, the Prince of Peace'riv"!'
grace seriously to lay to heart the g^at

laKe away all hatred and prejudice and
whatsoever else may hinder usUm g<Sj
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!1

union and concord ; that as there is but one

body and one Spirit , and one hope of our call-

ing, one Lord , one faith, one baptism, oneGod

and Father of us all, so we may henceforth

be all of one heart, and of one soul, united in

one holybond of truth and peace, of faith, and

charity, and may with one mrnd and «ie

mouth glorify Thee. Through Jesus Chnst

our Lord. Amen.

O Lord Jesus Chiist, who saidst unto

Thine Apostles, Peace I leave with you, My

Peace I give unto you; regard not my sms,

but the Faith of Thy Church, and grant her

that peace and unity which is agreeable to

Thy will. Who livest and reignest God for-

ever and ever. Amen.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and

the love of God, and the fellowship of the

Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.

For other prayers see Special Prayers.
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PRAYERS TO BE SAID ON ENTERING
CHURCH. *-^^v

(Kneel down, and say reverently
and earnestly;)

In the name of the Father, etc
I wait for Thy loving kindness,' O Lordin the midst of Thy temple

; O hear Sevoice of my humble peUtions whai I ^unto Thee, when I hold up my han^towS

^ }}^^ ^^^ ^^t Thine eyes Le openand let Thine ear harken mito^the prayS
s^r^^^'^'P'^^- P°^ Jesus fi\'

PRAYERS TO BE SAID AFTER SERVICE.

F«tW^.^^-^''''i^".'*'' ^^^^' O nierciful

^^nt .w '"^Pe'^^^tions of this service andgrant that om- prayers may, by the ministryof Thy holy angels, be brought up into^
the Blo^ nf rrL^'r^^*^' 'P'^ed withthe Blood of Thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
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May Thy blessings rest upon us merciful

tordt and may Thy gracious Presence still

abide with us. Amen.

GRAJE BEFORE HEALS.

Stand and say

In thename of the Father, and of the Son

,

and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

Bless, O Lord, Thy mercies to our use, and

fit us for Thy service through Christ our

Lord. Amen.

AFTER HEALS.

Stand up and say

We bless Thee, O Lord, for these and

all other mercies granted us in Christ our

•Lord. Amen.

MORNING PRAYER*

When dressed, kneel down humbly, and

conceive yourself placed in the immediate

presence of God. Be as reverent and devout

as if your really saw the Lord standing be-

ammemmmama
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fore you. He is present, remember, thoughyou cannot see Him. Consider the a^usolemnity of speaking to Almighty G^
desire heartily to love Him for thus^.o^Hneyou to come to Him. Fii^t of all.sayT^^r^.
ently and with bended head :

y'^^""^^

In the name •» of the Father, and of theSon, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
Our Father, etc.

ACT OF SELF-DEDICATION.

to ruee, fromWnom alone cometh all that

an tJir^K ^l^^'""
P^"^^*"' ^d faculties, and

fV *l \^?"«,t*S' ^o'-ds. and actions of thisday that m them all Thy blessed name maybe for ever praised and glorified : and this Ido m umon with all the works whi^in them^t perfect love, our Saviour wrought on

J^J"""".
°"'' ^^^vation

;
so that out of theabundant merits of Thine onlv Be^ttenSon, in whom Thou art ever WeU pleased

'ItSi.
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my ofiferings may be accepted, my weakness

strengthened, and my defects supplied.

( Then say

)

Blessed be Thou, O Holy and Eternal

God, Who art from everlasting. Who art

glorious in hohness, and infinite in might,

and Whom the hosts of angels worship and

obey. Thou, O Almighty Lord, hast of

Thine abounding love created me that I may
show forth Thy glory. Wherefore I, Thy
creature, all unworthy though I am, present

before Thy Divine Majesty my praise and

adoration. Accept, I pray, this offering of

ray bounden duty, and grant that by Thy
grace the life which Thou hast given and

preserved may be ever devoted to Thee,

Who livest and reignest in the unity of the

ever blessed Trinity, one God, woild without

end. Amen.

Forgive me, O merciful Father, all my
sins, an 1 of Thy loving kindness watch over

me throughout this day. Protect me in all

dangers, and help me in all temptations.

Keep me from all evil thoughts, from all bad

wmimmmmmm
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and careless words, and from aU wroniracticms (especially from ) M^fme diligent m my work, and imse fishTdpatient towards those with whom I have^^

hnJfr^ -^f".'
^'^ ^° ^^"'^'^ at work ^d in

Give Thy special grace, I beseech Thee to

them from evil, and increase inXm?he
s^'s.enj.r °' ^- '•

'-"
ACT OF THANKSGIVING.

tha^' 4rf ^'^' ^ P^^^^^ ^ee, and IUianL hee from ray inmost heart becauseThou hast created rae after Thme ow;i&'and hast redeemed me with thT^^!^'^
'

blood of Thv dear Snr, i
• .

F^«ous
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evils and dangers during the past night.

What return, O Lord, shall I make to Thee,

for these and all the other manifold mercies

which Thou hast bestowed upon me ?

THE APOSTLES' CREED.

I believe in God, etc.

lii May God Almighty, of His mercy, bless

,

protect, and keep me, this day and always.

Amen.

EVENING PRAYER-

Be sure never to lie down at night without

having made your peace with God, and com-

mended all that you have to His merciful

safe-keeping through the hours of darkness.

Before your prayers you should spend

a little time, at least, in closely examining

yoiu-self as to how you have-spent the day ;

confess humbly to God anything which you

see to be wrong in His sight, whether done to

Him, or to your neighbor, or against yourself,

whether in soul or body.

i
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Then kneel down very humbly, recollect
what you are about to do, remember you are
going to place yourself, solemnly, in the
Presence of God. Think how you would try
to prepare yourself for the Judgment Day ,•

remember that all your sins which have never
been repented of, will then be brought for-
ward against you, even though you may have
long ago forgotten them. Lay them all
before God for pardon.

( Then say )

In the name * of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

Abide with us, O Lord !

For it is towards evening, and the day is far
spent.

May my evening prayer ascend up unto Thee.
O Lord !

And Thy mercy descend upon me.
Keep me, O Lord, as the apple of an eye,

hide me under the shadow of Thy wings.

THE LORD'S PR/^YER.

OurjFather.
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THE APOSTLES* CREED,

I believe in God.

THANKSGIVING.

I give Thee thanks, O Holy Father
Almighty! Eternal God! Who not for mine
own merits, but of Thy most holy grace,
hast vouchsafed to keep me. Thine unworthy
servant, safe throughout this day. Of Thv
goodness, O most merciful God, I entreat
Thee that I may so pass through the ensuing
night with a pure heart and body, that,
arising in the morning, I may be enabled to
offer Thee a grateful and obedient service,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER FOP LIGHT.

Come Holy Ghost and send forth from
heaven the rays of Thy hght : enUghten the
darkness of my mind, that I may see and
know the sins which I have this day com-
mitted in thought, word, or deed, and what-
soever good I have left undone ; and give me



0»; ALL MADE PLAIN. 10

the grace of true contrition, that I may
acknowledge them and hate them as I ought.
Amen.

Examine yourself by the followmg ques-
tions in order to discover how you have
sinned during the day in thought, word or
deed.

At what time did I get up this morning >

Did I think of Gc 1 the first thing ? Did i
say my prayers fully, reverently, and with
devotior

How did I employ myself until breakfast
time ?

What did I do between breakfast and
dinner ? Whom did I see ? Whom did I
talk with ? What did I talk about ? Did I
do my work diligently, honestly and good
temperedly ? What did I do at or after
dinner ? Have I during the day been guilty
of gluttony, envy, pride, jealousy ? Have
I used any bad words ? Have I judged my
neighbor ? Have I had any unkind feelings
toward anyone ? Have I had impure
thoughts ? Have I lost my temper, and been
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put out by little cross accidents ? Have I

thought of God ; how often during the day,
and lifted up my heart to him ?

CONFESSION.
O Almighty God, Lord of Heaven and

Earth, I come before Thee most humbly to
acknowledge my sinfulness, and utter un-
worthiness to draw near Thy Presence. I

confess, O Great God, that I have grievously
sinned against Thee by thought, word, or
deed, (here name any special sin) my sins of
omission also are without number. Thy
judgments might justly be poured out upon
me

; but, O Lord, I plead the merits of Thy
dear Son on my behalf ; for His sake forgive
me all my sins and shortcomings, especially
those which I now " >*ifess unto Thee. Have
mercy upon me, gracious Lord ; spare Thy
servant whom thou, O Jesus, hast redeemed
with Thine own most precious blood. Re-
serve not evil against me for the day of Thy
wrath, but show Thy mercy upon me in
blotting out all my sins, known and unknown.
Deliver me from the power of sin as well as
from punishment due to it.
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PRAYER FOR PARDON.

O God of mercy and of pity, of Thy good-
ness pardon and have compassion upon me
Thy servant

; vouchsafe graciously to re-
ceive my supplications : of Thy great kind-
ness and long suffering forgive me all the sins
into which I have fallen this day

; grant me
space for repentance, so that I may receive
at Thy hand remission of all my sins, through
Jesus Christ oiu- Ix)rd. Amen.

INTERCESSION.

Remember, Gracious God, for good my
dear parents, brothers, sisters, husband [wifej
children, God-children. Bless all my rela-
tions, benefactors, and friends (especially N)
Hear me, O Heavenly Father, who commend
unto Thy tender mercy all that labor under
trials and aflaictions. Have mercy upon this
household

; and grant that humiUty and
meekness, peace and charity, chastity and
purity, may rule therein. Grant that we
may so correct and amend ourselves, that we
may love, and fear, and serve Thee faithfully

mi
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all our days ; through our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. Amen.

May the souls of the faithful, through the
mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

* In the name pf our Lord Jesus Christ,
crucified, I lay me down to rest ; may he
bless, save, and defend me, and bring me to
everlasting life. Amen.

THE SACRAMENTS.
'* Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a

man be bom of water and the spirit, he can-
not enter into the Kingdom of God."—St.
John III. Thus insisting on Baptism.

" Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of
Man and drink his blood, ye have no life in

you."—St. John vi., 53. Thus insisting on
partaking of the Holy Commimion.

Baptism is the new birth cleansmg from
the taint of original sin, and making the
baptized person the inheritor of the Kingdom
of Heaven, a member of Christ and His
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Church, and when consummated in Confirm-
ation, grants him the privilege of partaking
of the Body and Blood of our Blessed Lord
Jesus, really present in the sacrament imder
the forms of bread and wine. This feeding
on Christ in the Holy Communion is the most
beautiful service of the Church, and the most
blessed privilege of all faithful people.

THE REAL PRESENCE.

Christ taught the doctrine of the real
presence plainly and clearly, not defining how
it could be, but simply insisting on his follow-
ers believing what He told them, and having
faith in what was beyond their understanding.
(This doctrine of the Real Presence is not that
of Transubstantiation, which is the Romish
beHef and mantains that after consecration,
there is only Christ's Body and Blood, and
but the accidents of bread and wine remain
or as defined by their 4th Lateran Council,
12 1 5 A. D. " Christ's Body and Blood are
really contained under ^^e species of bread
and wine, the bread being transubstantiated
into His Body and the wine into His Blood.**
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Or in other words, the bread and wine you
think you see is but an optical delusion !

Transubstantiation takes away from the
nature of a Sacrament, as the outward and
visible sign is thus done away with.)

It is but presumptuous to try and define
what Christ did not define, leaving it to our
faith and not to reason , and our branch of the
Church emphatically denies Transubstantia-
tion.

Remember then that Transubstan-
tiation is very diflFerent from our doctrine of
the Real Presence, which we believe, and
which to repeat again is : That after Conse-
cration THE Body and Blood of Christ are
REALLY Present imder the forms of bread
and wme which still remain. We do not
partake of the carnal, earthly Body of Jesus,
bjt of His glorified Body, or as Article
XXVIII. puts it :

" The Body of Christ is
given, taken and eaten in the Supper only after
an heavenly and spiritual manner," or as the
Catechism says, the outward sign is " Bread
and wine which the Lord hath commanded to

be received," and the inward is " The Body and
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Blood of Christ which are spiritually tahen and
xeived By the Faithful in the Lord's Supper.'*

Let us then, one and all, hold firm the

belief in the Church, in the Bible, in the

Prayer Book, in the Creeds, and in the Sacra-

ments, and pray God ever to help us stand

fast in the "FAITH ONCB FOR ALL
DELIVERED TO THE SAINTS."

PREPARATION FOR THE HOLY
oonnuNioN.

In quiet, and, if thou canst alone, kneel

down and say :

O Lord open Thou my heart and show me
my misdeeds.

Then as in the sight of God, ask thy soul :

What, O my soul, is required of them who
come to the Lord's Supper ?

To examine themselves, whether they

repent them truly of their former sins, stead-

fastly purposing to lead a new life ; have a

lively faith in God's mercy through Christ,

with a thankful remembrance of His Death ;

and be in charity with all men.
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I.

Do I repent truly of my former sins ?

Of such particular instances of my beset-
ting sin ?

Of such particular instances of neglect of
prayer, or of hunying over my prayers ?

Of such instances of neglect of returning
thanks for mercies received ?

Of such instances of want of God's holy
fear when I was in such company ?

Of such instances of neglect of God's
Holy Day ?

Irreverence in worship ?

Wandering thoughts in prayer unchecked?
Have I been truly sorry for such known

mstances of neglect of duty ?

As a child ?

A servant ?

A master ?

A husband ?

A wife ?

Have I been sorry for such particular
mstances of excessive anger, ill-temper, ma-



Oft, ALL MAOB FLAIN. «7

lice, impurity, lust, harboring unclean
thoughts, dishonesty, falsehood? What real
sorrow, shame, or self-nbhorrence have I felt ?

How have I shown it ?

II.

Am I steadfastly purposing to lead a new
life ?

Am I praying earnestly to God to deliver
me from such or such a sin ?

Am I avoiding as far as possible the com-
pany, the places, the thoughts, which have
been dangerous to me in the way of leading
me into temptation ?

Have I distinct!}' and continually called to
mind that I have receiv d Holy Baptism,
that through God's grace then assigned to me,
I might walk in newness of life ?

Have I resolved to pray more heartily, to
be more watchful, self-denying, especially in

respect of [ ] ?

Have I been more careful respectin.^

The employment of my time ?
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My thoughts ?

My general a^i 'ersation ?

My conversation with [ ] ?

Have I striven to be able to give more, or
do more for tiie poor—for the Church ?

III.

Have I a lively faith in God's mercy
through Christ ?

Do I firmly believe that, out of His infin-
ite love to man, God brought about the
Incarnation—the Death—the Resurrection—
the Ascension , and the present Intercession of
His Son Jesus Christ ?

Do I firmly believe that Jesus Christ is

God and Man, and that He has made a full,

perfect and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and
satisfaction for all sin by His Death ?

Do I earnestly plead with God in my
prayers the merits and death of Christ ?

When I think of my sins, do I think of
them as done against the virtue and grace of
the Cross of Christ, and yet that through this
very Cross God can, and will, forgive them ?
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IV.

Have I a thankful remembrance of
Christ's Death ?

Am I now preparing for Holy Communion
in order to please n«»n, or to fulfill one duty
out of many ? Or in order that I may show
forth before God the Death of Christ, and
receive the benefits of that Death ?

Do I believe with all my heart that God
gave His Son not only to die for me, but also
to be my spiritual food and sustenance in
this Holy Sacrament ?

Do I come with a real desire to receive in
some heavenly way the Body and Blood of
Christ, so that I may be in Him, and He in
me ?

Do I believe and acknowledge that there
is in this Sacrament a very deep mystery ?

Do I pray that I may have that view of
this Blessed Sacrament, which God has
revealed ?

Do I pray earnestly that I may receive in
it that which God offers to me ?

Do I put up in private, thanksgivhigs and
hynms for the love displayed in redemption ?



30 A STRUGGLE FOR THE TRUTH

V.

Am I in charity with all men ?

Do I put away from me all bitterness,

wrath, anger, clamor, evil-speaking ?

Am I kind to others, tender-hearted,
forgiving them, even as God for Christ's

sake hath forgiven me ?

Do I strive to stifle, as soon as they rise up
in my mind, all envious, grudging, or revenge-
ful thoughts ?

Do I, to the utmost of my power, assist my
neighbor in his poverty, distress, or sickness ?

;

AFTER SELF-EXAMINATION.

Then say

O Lord, I have sinned. I have sinned.
I have been guilty of [here mention the sins].

O given me a broken and a contrite heart,

and wash me in the precious Blood of my
Redeemer, that I may be Thine once more,
for His sake who gave Himself for me, the
greatest of sinners. Amen.
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Add this to thy prayers every day dur-
ing the week before Communion :

Come Holy Jesus, come, tcke possession
of my soul. Purify it witi Thy *ino.r pre-
cious Body and Blood, tha being lit led for
Thy dwelling Thou mayest -.bHe in me for
ever. Amen.

PRAYERS BEFORE HOLY COBIMUNION.

May be said at home or in Church or on the

morning you receive Holy Communion.
Kneel down snd say,

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, etc.

I said, Lord, have mercy upon me
;

Heal my soul, for I have sinned against
Thee.

Cleanse Thou me from my secret faults,

and keep Thy servants from presumptuous
sins.

O my broken vows, my broken vows,
good Lord, forgive.

>«! .

'it;
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Though I be but barren ground, yet give

me to drink of the water of life.

These, my deep wants,

ReUeve, O Lord.

These [here mention what thou dost wish]

my vows which I now make [or renew].

Accept, O Lord.

Glory be to the Father, etc.

And if thou hast time

I will wash my hands in innocency, O
Lord : and so will I go forth to Thine altar;

that I may show the voice of thanksgiving;

and tell of all Thy wondrous works.

Lord, I have loved the habitation of Thy
house ; and the place where Thine honor

dwelleth.

O shut not up my soul with smners, nor

my life with the blood-thirsty.

In whose hands is wickechiess : and their

right hand is full of gifts.

But as for me I will walk innocently ;

O deHver me and be merciful unto me.

My foot standeth right : I will praise

the Lord in the congregation.

Glory be o tie Father, etc.
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Restrain my wandering thoughts, warm
my colcness, soften my hardness, by Thy
saving Presence, blessed Jesus, Saviour and
Redeemer. Amen.

Grant me, blessed Lord, to receive Thy
Blessed Sacrament in the grace and power,
even the Body and Blood of Jesus to the
remission of my sins, and all other benefits

of His Passion. Amen.
The whole need not a physician, but

they that are sick. .And such am I, a diseased
and sin-sick soul. As sick I go now to my
Physician ; as a sinner to my Redeemer ; as
miserable to the Father of mercy ; as un-
clean to the fountain of purity

; as poor and
needy to the Lord of all bounty ; as blind
and ignorant to the Light '^^ Light ; as in-
firm and weak to the streng Israel. And
O that it may please Thee . enlighten my
darkness, to heal my infirmities, to enrich my
poverty, to strengthen my weakness, to wash
away all my uiicleanness, and by the Com-
munion of Thy precious Body and Blood to
cleanse me from all filthiness, both of flesh

and spirit, that I may perfect holiness in the
fear of the Lord. Amen.
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I am unworthy, Lord, that Thy praise

should come within my polluted lips ;
and

much more Thy precious Body and Blood

should be received into my soul, through an

unclean mouth. But nince Thou didst

not disdain to be bom in a stable, and laid in a

manger among beasts ; since Thou didst

vouchsafe to enter into the house of a leper,

and to admit the kisses of an unclean sinner,

such as I am, washing Thy sacred Feet, with

her penitent tears ; vouchsafe, most loving

Jesus, to receive me also ;
reject me not

though a sinner, yet Thy servant ;
though

unclean, yet penitent ; and now humbl-

ing myself under Thy most mighty Hand ;

that it may please Thee to remit, to release,

to pardon all my sms, that with pure and

clean soul, I may receive Thy most precious

Boa^ and Blood. Amen.

DEVOTIONS AT HOLY COMMUNION.

After the Prayer of Consecration, and while

the Priest is communicating, say :

Grant , I beseech Thee, Almighty God, that

all we who are partakers of this Holy Sacra-

ffWlI'Mi .' j,nrita-
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ment, may be confirmed in godliness ; may
receive remission of our sins ; may be de-

livered from the devil and his wiles ; may be
filled with the Holy Ghost ; may be worthy
of Thy Christ ; and obtain everlasting life,

Amen. And together with us remember, O
God, for good , the whole mystical body of Thy
Son, that such as are yet alive may finish

their course with joy ; and that we, with all

those that are departed in Thy faith and fear,

may rest in hope and rise in glory, for Tin-

Son's sake, our Priest and Sacrifice, now and
forevermore. Amen.

ADORATION OF CHRIST.

Blessed be Thy name. Holy Jesus ;
per-

fect God, and perfect Man ; Redeemer, Sav-
iour, Intercessor, Prince of Life and Lord of

Glory ; Blessed be Thy name ; and praised,

and celebrated, and magnified, and high

exalted, and glorified, and hallowed, both
now and forevermore. Worthy is the Lamb
that was slain, to receive the power, and
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor,

and glory, and blessing. Amen.

: tS

U

•• H

!

'V'
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The blessing, and the glory, and the wis-

dom, and the thanksgiving, and the honor,
and the power, and the strength, be unto our
God, forever and ever. Amen.

( if

il

PRAYER.

O Almighty Lord of heaven and earth,

behold I, an unworthy sinner, desire to offer

up to Thee, by the hands of this Thy minister,

the mystical and commemorative Sacrifice

of the Body and Blood of Thy Son Jesus
Christ, in imion with the One True Sacrifice

which He offered up to Thee upon the Cross.

I desire to offer it, first for Thine own honor,
praise, adoration, and glory ; secondly, in

remembrance of His Death and Passion
;

thirdly, in thanksgiving for all Thy blessings

bestowed in Him on His whole Church,
whether, triumphant in heaven or militant

in earth, and espec'ally for those bestowed
on me, the most unworthy of all; fourthly,

for obtaining pardon and remission of all my
sins, and of those of all others for whom I

ought to pray, and especially to-day for,

; and lastly, for obtaining all graces.

ii..
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and blessings, both for myself and for the
whole mystical Body of Thy Son, that such
as are yet alive may finish their com^e with
joy, and that such as are dead in the Lord
may rest in peace and hope, and rise in glory :

for the Lord's sake, Whose Death we now
commemorate, through Jesus Christ our Lord

.

Amen.

Devotions which may be added by those who
Communicate if they have time :

•

Jesus, Son of God and Son of Man, my
Lord and my God, worthy of infinite love,
who for love of me did vouchsafe to be cruci-
fied, and to die upon the Cross ; I adore, I
love, I glorify Thee with all the love and fear
I have, together with the Father and the Holy
Ghost

; and from my heart I do desire that
Thou shouldest be adored and loved and glori-
fied by all men, in all, above all, in every way,
freely, for Thine own sake, now, ever, and to
all eternity.

1 believe in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love
Thee. I grieve that I have ever offended
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Thee. Pardon and forgive me for Thine own
sake. Behold from this moment my heart
is ready to do Thy will. Thine I am, and
would be forever. Keep me and confirm me
entirely to Thy will.

Holy Father,' look on the Face of Thy
Beloved Son whom we offer mito Thee in a
mystery, for a sacrifice of praise, thanksgiv-
mg and pardon ; by His tears, sweat and
Blood, by His groans and sighs, by His
labors and obedience, by His pains and
pmiishmeiits, by His infinite merits, have
mercy upon me and upon

, and all
to- whom He died, granting us grace to love
Thee perfectly, and to embrace Thy Holy
will, and to fulfill it in time and in eternity.

By the same Thy Beloved Son remem-
ber most merciful Father, all those who
have departed in Thy faith and fear, granting
them mercy and eternal rest that they may
bless and praise and glorify Thee forever, to
whom be praise and honor and glory. Amen

.

Almighty Father, who so lovedst the
world as to give Thine only begotten Son
that all who believe on Him should not

MM
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pensh but have eternal life : by Thy beloved
Sol, whose most blessed Passion and glorious
Kesurrection, and Ascension into heaven.

Deliver me from the bonds of my sins, and
restore me to life since i v own merits ikake

^LZ'^^ ^uf ^?^r '' by the interces-
sion of Thy beloved Son. For what other
mtercessor have I but Him, who is tiie
propitiation for our sins, who sitteth at Thy
"nT .uu. ?^'°^ intercession for us. not
with the blood of others but with His own.

Immediately before thou goest up say :

.u
^^^' I?? b"t ^"^^"^ ^"st and ashes, and

the very chief of sinners. And whence is this
that my Urd Himself should come to me :>

Lord, I am not worthy that Thou shouldst
come under my roof. My sins, O God I
would leave behind. These my vows, my-
^^

•li"^^^^"^ ^^ b^y* I would brine I
would offer to Thee through Jesus Christ!

On rising, say to thyself as thou goest :

The Master is come and calleth for* me
1 come, blessed Jesus, but laden with sins.
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weaK, support me.

Come, blessed Jesus, come take possession

Sf
«y «>">. purify it with Thy most prSto^Body and Blood, that being fitt^ foT^^ydwelhng Thou mayest abide in it foreJ^er

thin'^nf^
^^°" ^°^ " "«•*«*», see no man

;thmk of no man : but in the spirit beholdChnst present to receive thee, and HkW]joymg m thy joy, and His saints, who^eeverneaj- Him. and thy brethren jotatag wUhthee m this holy hour. Then kniel do™
Lfi™^" ^v° "f '"^ "" *''« ^"ar rail uS^smfinn) witu .Ji reverence until the Pri^tshaU come to thee. Then receive the &cr1
"^t l^

'^/ ^°^-^ °' ^•'"^t in the paJm^he
«^ f*^i'rPP?"^^ ^y the left hand, andeat It with holy fear and joy, and afterW^dsay pnvately, Death unto ii^,' life^^to™-
make me one with Thee and with Thy Saint-.my Lord and my God. Then when thrcupwhich IS the Commmiion of the mZTli
R^' J%^<'"g>'t by the Priest, say. TheBlood of the Lamb which taketh away the
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sins of the world take away ray sins, and fillme with life and love. Amen.

Then, after a few mommts, return quietly
to thy seat, not lookmg to thy right hand, nor
to thy left, and when thou art there, kneeldown and say :

Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget
not all His benefits

; who forgiveth all thy
sms, and healeth all thine infirmities • who
saveth thy life from destruction, and crown-
eth thee with mercy and loving kindness.
Bless and honor, and glory and thanksgiving
be unto God and unto the Lamb forever and
ever. Amen.

Grant, Lord Jesus, that as I have now
received m faith Thy precious Body a.id
Blood, I may hereafter behold Thy blessed
face unveiled in heaven ; who with the Father
and the Holy Ghost livest and reignest one
God, world without end. Amen. Lord Jesusmay I know myself, may I know Thee • and
not desire anything but Thee. May I'hate
myself and love Thee

; and do all things for
the sake of Thee

; may I abase mvself and
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exalt Thee ; think of nothing but Thee.
May I mortify myself and live in Thee ; and
whatever comes, receive it from Thee. May
I distrust myself, trust in Thee . Be willing
to obey because of Thee. May I be drawn to
nothing but to Thee ; and be poor for the
sake of Thee. Look on me, that I may love
Thee : call me that I may see Thee ; and
forever more may enjoy Thee.

I give thanks to Thee, O Lord, Holy
Father, Eternal God, who hast blessed me
Thy wretched and unworthy servant, through
no merits of mine, but only out of the good-
ness of Thy great mercy, with the Body and
Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. I entreat
Thee that this saving communion may not be
to me guilt unto punishment, but a saving
intercession unto pardon. May it be to me
the casting out of all my vices ; the banish-
ment of evil desires ; the increase of charity,
humility, patience, and of all holiness ; a
firm defence against my enemies, \'isible and
invisible ; the perfect quieting of all my
motions, carnal and spiritual. In Thee alone,
O Lord, is my trust, and the completion of
my end ; and I pray Thee to bring me, a
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wretched and miserable sinnir « », u
quet of heavenly glo^,thSJ„° ^"^^^a« true L.ght, fulness of futaes^ S*t'

God, world ^witho^l'^t Tme;;''^^*
°~

And so go forth to thy duties cheerfi.iS- P^t-ent. Ut each Comnm^ioSl^^'
object of great desire beforehand of d^
thankfutaess and watchfulness afterwart'^

^th?t'?.,'^°'"""^'°"
be a step to h™v^'

^Khfgrf^rLtj-'l-^^-

THE THANKSGIVING.
To be said in Church after service, or at home

jomeltme during the day :

1 thank Thee, O my God, for Thv jrreatmercy m permitting me to be pr"4^uday and to assist at this HolyTcrific^
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**^^^, ^ ^^^' ^y unworthy prayers •

pupptyaU my defects, and forgive aU wander-
ing thoughts or coldness of heart which Thou

^u^^T^'"^^- w^""^*' ^at by the virtue
erf th^ Ih^nne Mysteries. I may ever con-
tinje faithful to Thee, and Uve and die in Thy
grace

; that so when my earthly time of trial
IS ended, I may attain to Thy heavenly
kingdom; and there with aU the blessed
angels and saints more clearly contemplate

^^ more perfw^tly love Thee, and more
worthily praiseand glorifyTbv lame through -
out etenuty. Amen.

hi

II I i

CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS.
Everything that is said or done in God's

Church has a beautiful meaning. The reasonwhy many people object to the Ritual is
because they do not understand its mean-
mg. and the reason why Ritual has made such
progress of late years is that so many religious
people have taken the trouble to find out
what It does mean, and also find in it a real

mil
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help to their devotion, and a genuine assist-
ance to their endeavors to express to God the
heartfelt worship of the soul.

I H S
Is a short way of wn.ingthe name "Jesus"
in the Greek language our Lord's namewas spelt lesus, and in Greek tlie letterwe pronounce E was written H. Sometimes
It is wntten I H C because the Greek Sw^TOtten like an EngUsh C, but the form
1 M b IS the most common. A stroke is
often made over the top of the letters to show
that they are a shortened word with some
letters left out. The letters are often en-twmed then they are called a "Sacred Mono-gram when they have a full stop after each
letter they may be taken as the initial letters
ot Jesus Hominum Salvator"—"Jesus the
Saviour of Mankind, " probably this is an
after thought.

X P C
Is a short way of writing Christ. The X
js the Greek letter for Ch ; the P the
Greek letter for R, and the C the Greek
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letter for S. Sometimes the C is omitted,
and the first two letters combined into a
monogram.

A CIRCXE.

Is used to denote the eternity of God, and
three circles intertwined or a triangle to
represent the Blessed Trinity.

ALPHA AND OHEGA.
The first and last letters in the Greek

alphabet are used to represent our Lord, see
Rev. 1, II.: "I am Alpha and Omega," the
" First and the Last." When used they ar*^

generally placed near the altar to indicate
the real presence of our Lord, in the Blessec
Sacrament. The " Alpha " is made like an
English "A." The " Omega " (n) like an
incomplete "O" standing on two feet.

A. M. D. G.

These letters are the initials of the Latin
words, "Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam," which
means "To the greaterglory of God", and are
often placed at the head of inscriptions,

commemorating gifts to a Church, etc.

lUb
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R.LP.
These are the initials of the words " Re-

quiescat in pace," this means "May he
(or she) rest in peace," and are often placed
on memorial tablets.

This is used to represent the Five Wounds
of our Lord, in the Hands, Feet and Side.

A FISH.

Is a very ancient Christian symbol It
means " Jesus Christ the Son of God, the
Saviour," because the initial letters of this
sentence in Greek made up the word " Ich-
thus," which was the Greek word for "a fish."

THE CHURCH.
A Church is the House of God, wherein

everything should be done " in decency and
in order. " It faces east, where the sun rises
to symbolize our Risen I^rd, the "Sun of
Righteousness"

; its spire is frequently sur-
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III ill

mounted by a cock and cross, to signify that

did Saint Peter, so the Cross is the onl^ roadto the new Hfe
; its columns have thdr

capita s sometimes unfinished to typify thatChnst's Church is never completedTJarth

'}La !t
""^^^ ^"^ ''^"^^ a" that Christdied on the Mount, and when of wood it

signifies the Cross He died on. and when of

A..^"' •?' ?if^
""^ ^^^^^ ^ th^ Rock o

^«i^^*^ ^^ ^^^"^^ ^^ ^^Paratedby a Rood Screen as symbolizing the ChurchTnumphant (or Chancel) being divided from
the Chuirh Militant (or Body of the Church)by the gate of death (Rood Screen)

; whilethe Cross which surmounts Rood Screen or
Altar, IS used to keep before all the remem-
brance of Chnst's Death and Passion.

THE ALTAR.
The Altar, occupies the principal place of

all, - It IS there that our Urd Himself comesm the Sacrament of His Body and Blood
Ihe pnest says the sacred words over the
bread and wine, which by the power of the
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Holy Ghost become, in a snirifi.oi «,

P^mg that because Hett/ufup^th

'

Cross we may obtain all the blessiiJs H^wwon for us by Hi, suffering andXS rLt^.shortly statol, what if meant when th.Holy Communion is spoken o/^ T"^,^^:

charist, is because the H^y EucharisHs ^h;

,„ A,f""f^ involves an Altar. " We have

whi^s"tl:fr^ "r "° "^''^*° -
loT nT? *''! *^''emacle." (Hebrews xin

aLt J^" ^^ ^^^ "SJ-t t" approach the

oniTr^ .•'''''^" *''" ^°'y Communion

anLnl cw'^ *^ P^^^''^^ "f Christ,'and only Chnstmns can join in offering the
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Christian Sacrifice on the Christian Altar.

"We have an Altar." .

The Altar is also the "Table of the
Lord." The Holy Communion is the Chris-
tian feast, the Altar is the table on which it isi

spread, and as it is the Lord's Feast and the
Lord's Tal;|^e|pothing can be too good for that
Table, no coverin.<j can be too beautiful, no
linen too fair and clean. According to the
directions of the Prayer Book, the Altar, at
the time of the celebration, is covered with " a
fair white linen cloth." This cloth usually
hangs over both ends of the Altar ; at the com-
mencement of the service there is also placed
in the centre of the Altar a small square of

the finest linen called a " corporal " on
which the sacred vessels are placed ; another
square of fine linen generally stiffened with a
card, and called a "pall " is used as a covering
for the chalice or cup to prevent flies or dust
entering it. A piece of soft linen called a
" purificator," is used for drying the sacred

vessels after the service is finished, and they
have been rinsed with wine and water. The
linen cloths represent the grave cloths of our
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I^rd. " The corporal '• is kept in a sort ofpodcet <^ed a " burse >' formed of two
squares (rf silk stretched on cards. When the
vessels are brought into the Church they are

^"^T^.'^'H." "^ "^^"-" °° the top ofwhich the burse " is placed, and they re-mam covered with this veil duri' - the first

burse and " veil " are made is usually

Ider ^rV°'°!; ^' **'^' °f the "frontals"

^eftl,. f
^"P^'^tal and hanging downover the front of the Altar, there is usuallv

another cloth which is callek a 4ron?^."
'^

PRAYER BOOK WORSHIP.

of S»*^rif^*r'
^°°^- that ancient heritageof the Church, we iind the fundamentaJ

£Xfo?'Ai
*''!.<^^^°t'ons there TZh,

ILl 1 ^ Adoration of God. Evervthinelooks towards that object from theS
sss^sSh "ifir 1 '^' ""'^^ c-'«-i-
LTOce, such as the Sanctus, the Canon of.C<«secration, the Oblation, and the (^oriam BxcelsB, to the minor caniides.^ «d
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hymns that fill out the day's worship. And
here we may note the great prominence given
by the Church to singing, it being rightly
considered that a musical rendition of the
service far more stimulates the soul to the
devotion, and far more fitly emphasizes our
adoration to God than spoken praise.

This has been the custom for ages, pro-
bably for some three thousand vears, for
under the old Mosaic Dispensation, the Prim-
itive Church and the Church up to the Re-
formation, singing was one of the distinguish-
ing marks of the worship of the true God,
and this raising of the voice in song was
generally accompanied by musical instru-
ments, at the present day usually by the
organ. That singing is the way in which God
would prefer to be approached when we adore
Him, there can be little doubt, for all through
the Bible we read of this mode of worship
especially in the Psalms of David, and in that
wonderful Book of Revelation, which tells us
of •' the songs of angels " and the " songs of
Moses and the Lamb."
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BOOK IS that of the ahnost equal share ofwojship assigned to the Pri«t and to th^people Here we might point out the ta-consistency of our Dissenting bretht^ who

n^,^L^^^ "^^ *° P'^y themselves, and

to the Meetmg Houses or Chapels and fct^
contentedly to their minister aThe^ttere hfaown prayers for them, which myKy

auSyrfSllSHifJ^u^S,»^„l^
the ancient Prayer Book order, jokunc inor hstenmg to those beautiful prayWr^nv
of Apostolic origin, sanctioned by tt^'u^o^
centuries, hallow«l by their inhi^eS Cityaal earnestness of purpose, and endeared by
association.

^-^^^ uy

Church they express almost every need ofthe soul, and are so framed that thev^ hiused both pubKdy and priviely, LTa^
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adapted for all times, all people and all

places.

Let us glance for a moment, very briefly,

at this Prayer Book and see Hot/ beautifully
this scheme of adoration and worship is

worked out. If we turn to the Celebration of
the Holy Communion, we find this great ser-

vice consists of several different parts.

It begins with what we may call the
Introduction, which includes the Lord's
Prayer {here to be said by the Priest only) the
Commandments, the Collects, the Epistles,
the Gospel, and the Creed, all preparing the
soul for the more solemn portions to come
and fitting it to approach them with becoming
reverence and adoration. Then closely fol-

lows the Offertory, when there is offered to
God upon the Altar the elements which the
Priest is about to consecrate, with the alms
just collected from the congregation, after
which follows the Prayer for the Chtuch,
wherein both the living and the departed are
remembered. Now comes the third part of
the Holy Communion office or the preparation
for receiving, which includes the Exortation,
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the Confession, the Absolution, followed by
the short selections from the Bible called the

Comfortable Words.

Thus having been aroused to devotion by
the introduction and excited to sacrifice by
the Offertory, in the Preparation we have
been urged to repent and having confessed

our sins and faults, if truly penitent, we
have obtained forgiveness in the Absolu-

tion, and have been encouraged by the

Cotnfortable Words to hope in Jesus who is

"the IVopitiation for our sins." The next

sentences " Lift up your hearts," " Let us

give thanks unto our Lord God," remind

us again that we mi»st lift up our souls from
all earthly things and for the time being, con-

centrate OVLT whole being in the great sacrifice

that is now to begin. This part begins by the

Priest saying, " It is very meet, right and our

botmden duty that we should at all times and

in all places give thanks unto Thee, O Lord,"

etc., followed by the beautiful Angelic Song

called the Sanctus, which leads us directly

to the Prayer of Humble Access, a name
which teaches us the true and only spirit with
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which we should apprr n h the Blessed Sacra-

"^^^t! T^}^^* ^ ^^^ ^'"^ ^ ^ Consecration
which follows is mi v to be the Body and
Blood of our Blesst ^ rd spirituaUy present
under the outward nr! sible sign of bread
and wine, effected 'r i'..r re^ - :-ig by the
Priest of the worc^^^ ai.d f!.. uinual acts of
Christ which He use < ai u ; Institution of
the Lord's Supper.

This is a mystery which our finite minds
cannot fathom or understand, but since
Christ said that it was so, and since He com-
manded us to do this, we should have faith to
believe Him and love to adore Him. After
the Canon of Consecration conies the Com-
munion proper, when it is expected that
those who receive will reverently and hum-
bly approach and lovinglv and adoringly
receive, trying to realize somewhat Christ's
transc*»ndent love for mankind. Now that
Communion is over, the last part or thanksgiv-
ing proper follows, wherein all unite in saying
the Lord 's Prayer, and after the praverof obla-
tion or that of thanksriving said by'the Priest
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all join in singing that earliest of all Christian

hymns the " Gloria in Exclesis. " The beaut-

iful Blessing of the Church ends a service

which is from beginning to end one of worship

to God in the way that He ordams.

Though most of the other services of the

Prayer &ok have neither the express sanc-

tion of our lyord, nor the same warrant of

antiquity, being of far later date, yet the same
idea of worship, though necessarily in a less

degree, nms through them as in the Holy
Commtmion S«Arice. In the order of Morn-

ing and Evening Prayer after the opening sen-

tences the Exliortation, and Confession, the

Absolution and the Lord's Prayer, the praise

of God commences. The Canticles show this

in a marked degree, as also do the Lessons

which are read, not only to instruct the con-

gregation, but also to render glory to God, as

they tell of the wonderful works and love of

the Almighty. Likewise the Te Deum, that

ancient hymn of praise, most of which can be

traced back to the third centurv, still more
fully exempUfies the idea of worship, begin-

ning as it does with praising the different
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persons of the Trinity and continuing to
acknowledge with angels, Cherubim, Sera-
phim, Apostles, Prophets, Martyrs and the
whole Church throughout the world the
worship due to God. Then it tells of Christ's
Incarnation and directly addresses Jesus
Christ the second person of the Trinity. The
Te Deum is a sort of a Creed and with the
Crlona m Excelsis may be reckoned as one of
our greatest hymns. These services of mom-
mg and Evening Prayers are good and helpful
and should be loved by aU, but they should
never be used to the exclusion of the Holy
Communion Office, which should ever have
the first place and be the chief service of the
day.

RITUAL OBSERVANCES.
First, we may mention Vestments, Ughts,

Ahar Dressings and Ornaments, Fasting,
Communion and KneeUng, all sanctioned by
the use of the Church for centuries and re-
tained in the Prayer Book Revision after the
Reformation, and as we have just shown,
endorsed by the Ornament Rubric of the
Church of England and the preface of the

mrmm mmm mmmmmmrm
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American Prayer Book ; while in the second
class we put Bowing and certain private acts

of reverence towards God.

VESTHENTS.

The use of a special dress for the officiat-

ing priest is of great antiquity, dating back
thousands of years.

In the Christian Church this special dress
is used not only as dignifying the Office of

God's Ministers, but also as a fitting garb for

those occupying the Chancel, that part of the
Church typical of Heaven

The dress for ordinary services, such as
Morning and Evening Prayers, is the black
coat or cassock (emblematic of devotion and
the special mark of those engaged in God's
ministrations), the white, seamless shirt or
Surplice (signifying innocence and purity),

and the narrow band of silk or the Stole
(symbolizing the yoke of Christ).

It may here be noted that the Cassock
and Surplice are patterned as nearly as pos-
sible after the daily dress of our Saviour.

In speaking of vestments, however, we
refer chiefly to those used by the priest at
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the Celebration of the Holy Communion, it
havmg been the custom of the Primitive
Church, as it has been that of a large propor-
tion of Christians ever since, to exalt the one
peat service expressly ordained by Christ, by
having the Rriest wear special Eucharistic
Vestments. These are worn in order to more
fittmgly render reverence, honor and adora-
tion to Jesus, (really present in the Blessed
Sacament under the forms of bread and
wme)

,
and to symbolize the Passion of Christ

which we commemorate in the celebration as
shown forth in the Prayers of Oblation and
Invocation, for the Holy Communion has both
a Sacramental and Sacrificial part. If in
ordinary secular matters man honors a great
occasion, or a great personage, by certain
dress, how much more then is it proper to
do so when celebrating this Divme Mystery
of the Catholic Faith !

These Eucharist Vestments are as follows

:

The Amice—A kind of embroidered linen
collar symbolizing the hnen with which the
Jews blind-folded Jesus,

IMP Vim
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The Alb—Resembling an embroidered
Surplice, reaching to the feet and having tight
sleeves, symboUzing purity as well ds the
white robe that Herod put on Jesus.

The Girdle—A cord tied round the waist,
symboUzing that the Priest has his loms
girded for the work of Jesus.

The Stole—Signifying the yoke of Christ.

* The Maniple—A strip of silk is fastened
around the left arm meaning spiritual strength.

The Chasuble—An over-garment, resem-
bUng a seamless cape, symboHcal of Charity,
and also of the purple robe which was placed
on Christ. This Chasuble is embroidered
on the back with a Cross, here symbolical
of the cross which Jesus carried on His back
to Calvary. Sometimes there is a cross both
front and back, which means, as Thomas
h Kempls so beautifully puts it, " that the
Priest must follow in the way of the Cross,
that is m front ; and bear the Cross of life's

troubles that he carries behind him." The
color of the stole and Chasuble varies, Uke
the Altar Dressings, according to the Chiu-ch's
seasons.
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The Dalmatic and Tunicle—When theHoly Eucharist is celebrated with full solemn-
ity, the two clergy, who assist the Priest who
celebrates, wear vestments called the " Dal-matic and " Tunicle." These vestments

with large sleeves. They are considered as
testal garments and are not worn in penitent-
ial seasons, such as Advent and Lent

There is stiU one more vestment to bedescnbed
: The " Cope " is a large semiarcuUr piece of silk, which is worn over the

shoulders like a cloak and which reachesdown to the ground. It is worn on all solemnc^sions with the exception of the celebra-
tion of the Holy Eucharist-as. for instancem processions, at weddings, etc

These are the principal Vestments ac-
corded general use and acceptance, and with
the endo.rsements of the Church for almost two
thousand years, it seems strange that any
fair-mmded person should object to themnow.

LIGHTS.

rT,til^^^^f'^^ ^T. ""^ -^^y ^"^ gladness.
Christ IS the true light of the world. " A
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Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the Glory
of thy people Israel." St. Luke h. 32 Two
lights used at the Celebration of the Holy
Communion jointly mean that Christ is the
true bght of the world, and separately sym-
bolize His Divine and Human Natures The
^rUest Liturgies mention them. "For as
the lightning cometh out of the east and
.shmeth even unto the west ; so shall also
the commg of the Son of Man be." Matt
XXIV. 27. " tet your loins be girded about
and your lights burning." St. Luke xii. 35.
See also Rev. xxi. 23.

**^

ALTAR DRESSINGS AND HANGINGS.
It is both to commemorate the Passion of

our Blessed Lord and to render God's service
beautiful that the Altar is decorated with rch
hangings and is ornamented on that portion
called the " retable," with the Cross, and
Vas^ of flowers. These Altar hangings
should vary in color with the seasons: white
bemg that for Christmas, Easter, Ascension



64 A STRUOOLB FOR THE TRUTH .*

Baptisms, Weddings and all Feast days ; black
for times of mourning; violet for Advent
and red for festivals of Martyrs

; violet for
Lent

;
green for Epiphany and Trinity. The

Cross or Crucifix on the Altar is there toremmd all of Christ's death on the Cross, for
Samt Paul says " God forbid that I should
glory save in the Cross of our Ix)rd Jesus
v-nnst, and the flowers are there for beauty
and adornment. A white linen cloth should
always, cover the top of the Altar at the time^the celebration of the Holy Communion.
On Good Friday all of the dressings should
be removed as symbolizing the strippmg of
Christ's Body on the Cross.

^^arding the sacred vessels used in the
Celebration, they are not ornaments and do
not come under our heading, though we might
here say those generally in use are •

mmmmmmmmmrmmm



0», ALL MADB PLAIN.
«5

The Chalice or cup for the 1

ccmsecrated wine.

The Chalice Veil, the em-
broidered silk to cover the
Chalice.

h..J^l
^^^^ '''' Ciborium, to

nold the consecrated bread.
The Cruets, to hold the
ihe Cruets, to hold the kept on thewater and wme that are to CrS^ orbe mixed in thp Ch^u^ ^reaenceorbe mixed in the Chalice.

The Pyx, to hold the bread
that may not be needed.

The Alms Plates and Basin^d the Uvabo Vases, the
Flagon, to hold the extra wine
II needed.

Always
kept on the

side table.

i

These are generally of silver, gold or eold

inlaid with costly gems, but here aU exce^Somamait or costliness if indulged h.7o7S.atcause alone, should be discountlianSd LXvuua .dea in nmking these vesseThSd" me
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and beautiful should be to add to God's glory,
and not to gratify the sensuous taste oT
man.

. KNEELING.

It seems inconceivable that any one, in
any degree realizing the Majesty or Omni-
potence of God, should prteume to address
Him, or pray to Him, in any other attitude
than that of kneeling, imless debarred from
so doing by physical inatJiUty, and yet.
strange to say in this day, in some Churches
we can see pew aftei pew filled with those who
are merely lazily leaning forward in a position
in which they would not dare address an
earthly superior ! Why, then, Almighty God ?
" What," you say, " are those persons pray-
ing to God ? Wliy, the very heather, falls
before his god, for savage as he is, he reaUzes
that he cannot worship sitting." Think of
it for one moment, ye who do this, and try
and conceive how God must regard his crea-
tures who presume to ask Him for His bless-
ings or offer their worship while they take not

'^mm
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the trouble to kneel I Whenever we worship
God, whenever we pray to God, whenever we
conf^s our sins to God, m our public services
at LHurch or at our private devotions at
home, we should kneel and love to kneel feel-mg that we are speaking to Almighty God
our Heavoily Father, or to Jesus our Saviour!
This has been the custom for centuries and
this IS the mtention of the Church It is
also a devout cui^f om, and one of great anti-
quity, to kneel in the Creed at the recital of the
words, "and was Incarnate by the Holv
Ghost of the Virgin Mary " as a mark df
veneration to our Lord for His Incarnation
as an act of adoration to Him who scorned
not to humble Himself to be bom as a man

FASTING COMBIUNION.

.1, ???^ is absolutely no room for doubt
that the early Christians rigidly adhered to
fasting Comnitmions. On that Maunday-
ihureday, on which our Lord instituted the
Lord s Supper or Holy Euchaiist, it was at



68 A 8TRUOOLB FOR THB TRUTH :

an hour very late on Thursday, probably
after midnight, or very early the following
day, and for some time afterwards, it was
the custom of the Primitive Christians to
assemble about the same hour and celebrate
the Holy Communion.

For hundreds of years, ever since the
Apostolic times, have the great branches of the
Catholic Church observed this rule of fasting
Communions, and so excellent has it proved in
mating devotion and reverence, that it is
strange that any one should cavil at tt.

Surely, too, when we think of tliis great
Sacrifice and Sacrament of Holy Communion,
and when we meditate upon what a wondrous
life-givmg boon is therem granted us, we
should gladly, lovingly, make that the first
food to pass our lips, and be overjoyed to
make this great service the first act of the
day, the hour of worship when fresh from the
refreshing sleep that He has given us, we
arise to seek His Church and partake of the
Blessed Sacrament, rendering Him our glad
service of "praise and thanksgiving."
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I am not worthy, Holy Lord,

^
That Thou sliouldst come to me

;

Speak but the Word, one gracious Word
Can set the sinner free.

(O come I in this sweet morning hour)
Feed me with Food Divine

;

And fill with all Thy love and power
This worthless heart of mine. Amen.

See A. and M. Hymn 323.

THE FAITH OF THE CHURCH.
It is most important that we should not

only act aright, but also believe aright. The
true faith is not that which every man may
fancy to be true ; but that which God has
revealed. It is our duty humbly to accept all
that God plainly declares to be true without
questioning and to accept it on his authority
as the Revealer ; to act otherwise, is to be
guilty of great presumption. It is most im-
portant too, because our faith colors our Hfe.
We are not likely to act aright, unless we

believe aright. Many a man has been ruined
by investing money in an undertaking which
he believed to be sound, but which proved
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not to be so. St. Jude bids us to " build up
ourselves on our most holy faith," i. verse 20
I'or these great reasons it is quite wrong tosay as so many do, " It does not matter what
I beheve, so long as I do what is right. " TheHoly Scriptures praise those " who keep thec^iandments of God, and the faith of

What are we bound to beUeve as members
of the Church of Christ. The answer to this

T^^^'^.'-y^.^^ ^"nd to beUeve the
Cathohc Faith as it is set down in the Creeds
which are the work of God, the Holy Ghostm the Church.

The word Creed is taken from the Latin

fT?J ?^'". ^.^s""^"-
'rh^^ Greek ter!!!

for the Creed is " the symbol "; this word
signified the earnest money paid to secure
a contract, and also the pass-word of the
^°^

.
?"• rJ^^P^ ** ^^™« to mean the beHef to

which a Chnstian pledged himself at baptism
as a part of the Christian contract;—or the
formula by which a Christian could make
himself known to his fellow Christians

The Creeds took their origin from the
need of some formula by which persons
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desiring admission into the Church, could
profess their faith at baptism. The roo*
and germ of the Christian Creeds is found in
our Lord's words, "Go ye therefore, and teach
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost."

^

THE THREE CREEDS.
I. The Apostles' Creed.

II. The Nicene Creed.
III. The Creed of St. Athanasius.

I. THE APOSTLES' CREED.
The Apostles' Creed receives its name from

the fact that it is derived from the teaching
of the Apostles. It contains the main truths
which they preached to the world, speaking
only of those things which they have seen and
heard, while thev followed the Lord Jesus.

The English Church has given considerable
prominence to the Apostles' Creed. It is
printed in the Book of Common Prayer
seven times. Bishop Forbes speakine of
this Creed, writes :
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From the days of St. Paul to this, these
articles have been the sum and substance of
CImstianity. Nothing less than that is
suflicient. Nothing more than that is of
^??,?".*e necessity to salvation. When a
child IS baptized, the Church demands no
more of him, or of his sponsors, than an assent
to the Apostles' Creed—and when the Cliris-
tian soul is going out of the world to meet
Its Judge, it is in the terms of the same Creed
that the dying mcii :s interrogated.

n. THE NICENE CREED.
The Nicene Creed is the Eastern Exposi-

.
tion of the faith, and was drawn up by the
fathers of the first General Cour'^ii held at
Nicaea A. D. 325. This Council Aras sum-
moned to resist the false teaching of Arius
who held that our Lord was a creature and
not p«iect God. On referring to this Creed,
It will be seen how completelv it sets forth the
Divme natur of Jesus Christ. The latter
part of the Creed hkewise contains a full
statement of the Divine nature of the Holy
Spuit, and was added at the second General
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Council A. D. 381. This Council met at
Constantinople to condemn the false teaching
of Macedwiius, who denied the Godhead of
the Holy Ghost. Hence, this Creed is some-
times spoken of as the Creed of Constantm-
ople though generally as the Nicene Creed
The Nicene Creed comes to us with the high-
est possible authority. It was imposed by
two General Councils, and is the Creed, of the
Church. It IS honored with a place in the
chief service of the Church—the Holy Eu-
charist.

HL THE CREED OF ST ATHANASIUS.
In the disputes with Arius and followers

Athanasius, a chief speaker at the Council of
Nicene, was the leader of the orthodox party
Hence, those who held the doctrine of the
Council of Nicaea were popularly called Ath-
anasius. Athanasius died A.D. 373. After
his death, but at what period is uncer-
tain, this Creed came mto use ; stating and
illustrating the true doctrine in the manner
usual to Athanasius and his followers Hence
It was popularly caUed the Athanasius Creed'
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or the Creed held and defended by the follow-
ers of Athanasius. The solemn language
which this Creed adopts concerning unbe-
lievers, is not to be understood of those who
have never received the faith. It is the
Church's warning to those who wilfully reject
the truth which God has made plain. Such
IS a brief account of the three Creeds, which
come to us on the authority of the Church
and which " may be proved by most certain
warrants of Holy Scripture." (Article viii.)

I BELIEVE m GOD THE FATHER
ALHIGHTY.

Holy Scripture does not begin by proving
God's existence

; it takes it for granted
Conscience tells <rf Him, for it pcMnts to anUn^en Judge. Reason induces us to believem Him, and then faith comes to our aid and
confirms its conclusions. It is mwe natural
to beheve in God than to disbelieve in Him
The idea of God is bom in man, and is com
mrai to all nations. The most degraded races
believe m some divinity or other, however
debased their idea may be. The soul needs
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God, for it was made for Him ; or to use St
Aupstme's beautiful words/*Thou hast made
us for Thyself, and our heart can find no rest
until It rests in Thee." If you believe in
God, look within

; and the answer comes.My God I beUeve in Thee, because I have a
soul.

THE REVELATION OF GOD.
God has revealed Hims-lf to His creatures

in various ways to conscience, and in nature]
in the moral and prophetical revelations
recorded in the Scriptures, to the Church, and,

r TT?"^^'* ^^ ^^^^^ ^"' ^y the Incarnation
of His Son.

THE NATURE OF GC®.

/'God is a Spirit," a Being possessing
neither body nor bodily form ; we cannot see
God with our eyes, or touch him with our
hands.

Although Holy Scripture speaks of the
face of God. of His eye. His ear. His arm, and
so on, we are not to understand that He pos-
sesses these bodily members. Such expres-
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sions are only used because we have no
language m which to describe the actions of
a spmt.

THE PERFECTIONS OF GOD.
We are creatures, and as such we are en-

tirely dependent upon God. He is the Crea-

^^i'T^ *^P°P^P^etely independent of aU creat-
ed Me. If the whole universe was brought to
nought, He would remain uiimoVed The
name by which He made himself known to His
chosen people is Jehovah, which signifies

I am that I am," and denotes the self-
existence of God.

GOD IS ETERNAL.

MT'S^r^^^
neither beginning nor ending.

With God there is neither past nor future
but an eternal present. He is. The circle
is the emblem of eternity. In the centre of
the cu-cle of eternity is God. However far
back we go, we are no nearer the beginning of
the life of God. "Before the mountains
were brought forth, or ever the earth and the
world were made, Thou art God from ever-
lasting, and world without end." Ps. xc • 2
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GOD IS HOLY.
The nature of God is the essence of good-

ness. God is the Good One. '

' There is none
good but One, that is God." St. Matt, xix :

17. It is because He is good, that we are
able to love and obey Him. We can only
love and obey a perfect Being, and all evil is

imperfection. The worship of the anrels
" Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of Hosts."
Isa. : VI.3.

GOD IS ALHIGHTY.
He can do whatsoever He pleases, and that

without effort. His will is supreme. "With
God all things are possible. "^St. Mark. x. : 27.
Nothing, however trivial, happens independ-
ently of God ; not even a sparrow falls to the
ground without Him. God is so powerful
that He can create worlds, and though His
creatures have rebelled against Him, yet in
the end all things shall be subdued unto Him.
Cor. XV. : 28.

GOD IS OMNIPRESENT.
He is present everywhere, upholding,

governing, and caring for all creatures,
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s^mg and knowing all things, past presentand future. He is the is^^ ^f^*:
ttoughts and intents of the^- "eitwjs ttere any o-eature that is ^'r^uZ

^^'verrnet^r/f «73 -^th who„

GOD IS LOVE.

ever^'''Hel'^^''J ^ ^^ ^' «<>'He hasever oeea He is, and ever has been lovi*Love IS the very bein^ of Or^ nZ' -
'

love exists, and ever has exi^h,'ihf^^
F^^^°' ""^W-^^^^ i (Se The'

or.-eTttr;j^;-;-^rs5^
rmmsTERY of the holy twnity.

The Father'C <S°^ '" ^ll^-^^
P«^"^.-ine j<ather, The Son, and The Holy Gh<kt.
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These three Persons are co-equal in all
things. "The Father is God, the Son is God,
and the Holy Ghost is God; and yet they are
not three Gods, but one God." This is the
doctrine of the Holy Trinity, taught by the
Church and proved by the Scriptures. Whilst
the Holy Scriptures teach that there is but
one God, they speak of each of the Three
Persons as divine and thus prove to us their
co-equal Godhead. The doctrine of the
Trinity in Unity is a great mystery. Though
a philosopher cannot explain the doctrine
of the Trinity in Unity, a child can believe it.

We are simply to believe it, because God
has revealed it to the Church, and the Church
teaches it. The Catholic Faith is, that we
worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity m
Unity. In all things, as is aforesaid, the
Unity in Trinity, and the Trinity in Unity
is to be worshipped.

THE FATHERHOOD OF GOD.

God is eternally the Father of His only
begotten Son. That is to say, independently
of His relationship to the universe and created
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Me, God has ever been the Father T»,«,never was a time when He wafnJ »Y^Father of the eternalC ButTa s^h'
Son ol Man, was begottm of His FaVwtjme as it is writt4, '^hou aS M?&^tins day have I begotten Thee.'^eb ,^'And am B explained by the f^ct that TesusChrist, as man, had no father Ct (S^Thus not only in His divine n^toe bu^Hb human nature also, Jesus cSw^ S
tn.W" "^^ ^^ Son of Go^; M ^

F^th^^of aU men,in tt'^i'tl^air,^^^
are Hk offspnng. He is nevertheless, in amore excellent manner, the Father of cSist^s^^through their union with hk X"b^otten mcatnate Son. "When theTuln^ rfthe time was come, God sent forth hLSon, made of a woman, that we might receive
?t,^°Pt'<» of sons; and because ye IrelZGod hath sent forth the Spirit of Hfa ^n^Tr^' °^«' A''"^ Pother" ¥^eSon of God was made Son of Man, in order



^
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^ ^ 1?? °L "^ "^y ''^^me sons of

^nf^h^"'' ^T^"" ^^ "^ «»''«= mem-
bers of Chnst, and the children of God be-guse m^ber. of Christ, the o„,y begotten

HAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH.
If we only go back far enough we compo a bme when God alone existed He h?d

tuTvT ^l father. God the Son, and Godthe Holy Ghost, was alone in etemia maad m perfect happiness, although M-suffiaent m Himself God had none to biSs

^ !,• i
''""hip. How wonderful it isto thmk upon that eternity in which therewas none but God ! But it was not alwa^Io be thus; God was pleased to su?rShimself with a beautiful creation. ISy

J;;°f.

°n'y^ °-<?te; for to create is tobringT T^-^ °°*'''°S. In this work ofTe!
cnT *''t?^n ^'"^' °^ the blessed Trin"

v

co-operated. In the beginning God cr™tedthe heaven and the earth. And The Srrt
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was without form, and void, and darkness
was upon the face of the deep. And the
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the
waters. God created all things by Jesus
Christ.

By the Word of the Lord, i.e., by the Son,
"were tlie heavens made; and all the host of

them by the Breath of His mouth," i.e., b\
the Holy Spirit.

I BELIEVE IN JESUS CHiOST, HISONLY
SON, OUR LORD, WHO VAS CONCEIVED
BY THE HOLY GHOST, BORN OF iTHE
VIRGIN MARY.

We are now to consider the doctrine and
mystery of the Incarnation. The Nicene
Creed states the doctrine of the divine
nature of Jesus Christ, and His Incarnation,
with a greater fullness than the Apostles'
Creed. The words are, "I beligvb in one
Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten
Son op God, begotten op His Father
bbpore all worlds, god op god, light
OP Light, Very God op Very God, Begot-
ten, NOT MADE, BEING OP ONE SUBSTANCE
WITH THE Father : By whom all things
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WBRB MADB, WhO FOR US MBN, AND FOR OUR
SALVATION CAMS DOWN FROM HBAVBN, AnD
WAS INCARNATB BY THB HOLY GhOST OF
THB Virgin Mary, And was madb man."
The word of in the expressions, "God of God,
Ught of Light, Very God of Very God,"
signifies "out of " or "from." It implies the
eternal generation of the Son from the Father.
In reciting the Nicene Creed, a slight stress
should be laid upon the word to give the
proper meaning.

The word Incarnation signifies 'the taking
of flesh*, and gives a brief summary of the
doctrine stated in the first chapter of the
Gospel according to St. John : "The Word
was made flesh, and dwelt among us." It
is most important that the Christian should
be well instructed in the doctrine of the
Incarnation, for the whole scheme of redemp-
tion circles round the great foundation truth
of oiu- religion. We shall not give God the
loving gratitude which is His due, nor will

our hope of salvation rest secure, until we
have grasped the truth concerning the person
and ofiice of the Saviour. On these accounts
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the Athanasian Creed, after stating thedoctrme of the Trinity. declares-^Wer
more, it is necessary to everlasting salvation

o?l7'Tn!?
beheve rightly the LcamatSi'

ol our I<ord Jesus Christ.

What is the right faith concerning theIn<a«at.on ? It is this-The second pisoa

It^ ,f
er-blessed Trinity. God the sZout of love to m^kind, took man's naturem the womb of the blessed Virgin Maryrfher substance. This was acco^Hsh^by

Vir^ h'^^'^K^'
"*^ Mother ^lVugm, both before and after his birth

cSr*u%T'^J'^ ^y *^^ "^^t action ofGod the Holy Ghost, who ovei^hadowed the

Itef o^^fth^h'
superseded. Jesus Christ

h ™o. .
^"^^ '*^' ''as bom of onehuman parent. By this miraculous con-

ception He. escaped the defects of original

K^u^ xf^ ''°™ P«^«<=t Man. The Virginbirth IS the guarantee that no entail of birth-sm was passed on to Him. • -

the'Sfli''Sf ^'u^^ ^ "^''* t° have beenthe child of Jewish parents named Joachim
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and Anne. Of her birth and early life, Holy
Scripture and history are alike silent. But
we may reverently believe that with a view
to her future destiny as the mother of the
Lord, she was Uke the prophet Jeremiah,
and the Baptist, specially sanctified from the
womb, and that she lived a life of spotless
innocence. How could she otherwise have
been fitted for her high and mysterious office
as the mother of the Incarnate God ?

It was to the pure maiden of Nazareth,
thus chosen and prepared by God, that the
angel Gabriel came, bearing the offer
from God of an honour so amazing that,
compared with it, every earthly honoiu* is

as nothing. The angel's message was noth-
ing less than that Almighty God would, with
her consent, take human form in her womb.
Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found favour
with God. And, behold, thout shalt con-
ceive in thy womb, and bring forth a Son
and shalt call His name Jesus. He shall be
great, and shall be called the Son of the
Highest. T^ '^n arose in Mary's mind the
wondering c stion, how could she, a virgin.
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Then said Marv unto the an^^l ttVJ^ u i'i

this be «5«»#»iticr T 1^ ^ angel, How shall

r!r! \, 'tl^^^^ ^ ^°^ not a man. There k

was then that Gabnel announcid to Marvttat the ^cy of a human fatha-%S
^i«P«^«d, and that, through tS mw^

tee toSti?-*M V" ^<*iving and bring-

^1^ tW '^"^'•^".^"S^-^^tity would^wm that she would still be a virZ^

part, God the Holy Ghost quickening the

^ITaid^^l; "^,<1 the i^gel answersand said unto her : the Holy Ghost shallcome upon thee, and the power of the High^
shall overshadow thee : thereforellfo thatholy Uung which shall be bom of th^ sh^lbe caUed the Son of God." But even^et the



OK, ALL MADE PLAIN. 87

Let us pause to consider what this an-
nouncement involved to Mary. She must
have seen, by a pure womanly instinct, that
there lay before her a time of keenest trial,

of suspicion and agonizing doubt. If she
accepted her amazing destiny, would not
the finger of reproadi be pointed at her
as the Holy Child grew in her womb ? How
could she explain her condition even to
those nearest and dearest to her ? How
terrible must the facing of all this have been
to one, whose soul was as piu-e as the driven
snow ' What would Joseph, to whom she
was about to be married, think of her ?

What he did think, we know; for we are told
that at first "he was minded to put her away
privily" to hide her from the shame which
he began to think she had brought upon
herself. Only a voice from heaven reassured
him, and reheved him from the painful sus-
picion Beyond all this, there was the
thought of the strangely mysterious asso-
ciation with Almight" God and his deep
piirposes-, and all it T/v^^id cost her to main-
tain such a dignity, which must have tempted
the blessed Virgin to hesitate in accepting
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i

Who fa . moment i::^S-^°^\l^-ra^o,

in the history '^tZZ^M^'^^f.'^^

^^Tf^
th? right decisi^""^^^^'^

complete self-surrender ac^t^ *l
^

drot. caU of God, and 'utUrSle^^eX'
be It unto me accordmg to Thy W^d "

^ that central moment, O^e everlLinl £!

^ the Father, who took 'u^'hS^^^'^fb^»°^' ""l "°t abhor the Vila's womb'
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He began to take human form and Mary
became the mother of God. All generations
shall call Thee blessed, by the fruit of whose
womb all generations are blessed.

HOTHER OF GOD.

The title, Mother of God, was solemnly
ascribed to the blessed Virgin Mary by the
General Council of Ephesus, A. D. 431, to
express the truth that the Son of God took
our nature upon Him, by being bom of
a human mother. The Catholic faith is, that
there is but One Person in Christ, that
of God, and that His divine Person took the
manhood into God m the womb of the blessed
Virgin Mary. Thus the title Mother of God,
was given to safeguard the truth of the In-
carnation. In speaking of the blessed Virgm
as "Mother of God", it is not meant that
she was mother of the divine nature, as the
Church of Rome wrongly teaches, but of
the human nature of Him who is God, and
who took of her that human nature. She
is the mother of the divine Son considered
as under the Cwiditions of Incarnation.

kill
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EVER-VIRGIN.

of Si^^w^stv^ ^^^l^^^^
that the Mother

22 2 7^ Tu^ u T^ • 2, bt. I^uke II. :

^ ^'aomer. rhey are generally
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suppc^ed either to have been children of
Joseph by a previous marriage, or to have
been the cousins of our Lord. When we
reahze that God Himself took flesh in Mary's
womb, It IS inconceivable that other children
should afterwards have been bom of her.

SUFFERED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE.VAS CRUCIFIED, DEAD, AND BURIED.
That the Saviour was to suffer when He

came had been foretold from the beginning
The first sm of man drew from God the
merciful promise of the Deliverer, "the seed
of the woman." It was promised that He
should come to "bruise the serpent's head "
that is, to destroy the rower of Satan- but

'I'^M u^^^^' ^H ^ ''S the serpent
should bruise his heel ^ is, inflict suffer-
ing upon Him in his .anity.

As time went on, this truth was taught
agam and again, both by word and deed
by tyj>e and prophecy. The prophets, not-
ably Isaiah, foretold that Christ should suffer
and die for His people. We have seen that
It is probable that the Son of God would

* «
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have be€^ mcaraate if there had been nosm for which to atone, but the sufferi^s of

n^S^ ff'^.
^^^Jy traceable to the sin ofman. Suflfermg ,s the shadow and the pen-

alty of sin. Thus, when we see our Ws
suffenng, we know that in some mysteriousway. He was in contact with sin, and suffering
bemuse of sin. He was perfectly siiS^s^

sinners. Heb. vin. 26, but as the represen-
tative 01 our guilty race, he aUowed Himself
tobe accounted guilty, and in surrendering lifem such agonies. He bore the punishm^t
f Q. i.°"f A""?- ^^ t^^ striking language
»,^*J^^"^' ^^ "^^^ ^'"^ to be sin fir us!who knew no sm. Thus Jesus was the sin-

bearer, beanng "our sins in his own body
on the tree." The prophet Isaiah specially
declared that "the I.ord hath laid on him
the iniquity of us aU," This great prophecy
found Its first fulfilment in our blessed Lord's
agony and bloody sweat in the garden of
Gethsemane, on the night in which He was
betoyed. At the close of this terrible con-
met. Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve Apos-

•pp
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ties, betrayed his Master to his enemies ^or
thirty pieces of silver. Deserted by the
Apostles, Jesus was taken away, and on the
next day, was led before His judges, scourged,
crowned with thorns, and, after enduring
unspeakable insults, and mdignities, was
sentenced by Pontius Pilate, the Roman
governor, to be nailed to a cross upon which
He died. All this happened upon the first

Good Friday.

The crucifixion of Jesus is the most ter-

rible crime which it is possible to conceive;
for the crucified was none other than God the
Son, the Second Person in the blessed Trinity,
the Creator and the Judge of all men.

Oiu: blessed Saviour was na*--d to the
cross at nine o'clock in the morning; at twelve
o'clock a mysterious darkness fell upon the
face of nalure, which lasted until three
o'clock, when He died. During the six hours
He hung upon the cross, He uttered seven
sayings, known as the seven words from the
crosF.

M

"I'

•ft

(

s i
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wo.isi^Paf^"''''^, ^*": His "nurdeim in theworas— Father, fortrive th<>m- f«, .i.
know not what they do " ' '

"'*'>'

Shalt thou .^wlTh Me"rPaSl~
"^"-""-^

f„t?;^' commended His blessed Mother
tuJfT °^ *'«' Ap<»«e St. John--?'\VbZ^'behold thy son I. Behold thy Mother •^'

awfii !^-^y'^,od'"1fv'^^od""r u'''^Thou fo^ken Me ?" ' ^ ^' ''''>' '«'^'

5- He said, "I thirst."

r^^L^.^ ^^^^ °f the completion of Hisredempbve work, saying-"!^ is finished"

..„ «• .
""""nent of death, He vielderfup H.S 3cul into His Father's keepine ^ththe words,—"Father, into Thv /^LT tcommend My spirit " ^ ""'^ ^

^^^t^fr^^-^Th^i---
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By His Cross and Passion our incarnate
Lord wrought the great atonement—the
reconciliation of man to God. He redeemed
us from the power of Satan, from sin, and
from the punishment of sin. He did this as
God and man in one person. As man, He
suffered death for us ; as God, He gave an
infinite value to His sufferings and death.
We must not regard the Redemption as the
offering of so much pain for so much sin. It
is not so much the painfulness of our Ivord's
sufferings which gave them their value, as the
obedience of which they were the evidence.
It was not His death, but His freely dying,
which was pleasmg to God. His obedience
knew no limits, for He " became obedient
unto death, even the death of the Cross." We
cannot conceive of obedience going beyond
such an offering. The Cross and Passion of
our Lord is the medium of a great revelation

;

it reveals : First. The malice and deadly im-
piety of sin : shewing what all sin leads to,

and what alone can expiate it, the death of
Christ, the Son of God.
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Goa^^^ud?f' ^^''^- 'f- '*'*
' ^^^^9 that

A^*,^w .
^^ underwent such shame andpatnto destroy stn, how He must hate sin /

Third. God's love to sinners ; if He willedto dte to save sinners, howHe muit Lesin^rs.

"P^yeofGodlOsmofManl
AnH ,^ f^^"^ ^""^ y"""^ ^*^^^^' is tried

;And victory remains with love •

i^or He, oui- love, is crucified. '

F. W. Faber.

HE DESCENDED INTO HFTT
At three o'clock on Good Friday ourblessed Saviour died on the Cross, ^d fromthis time mitil the morning of EasteT-Dav^

sSt^dZm H^^ni^^^^^^^^
souU^Sed

separated from His body. It was during this

worM " Tf Ar. Y ^^ ^^^ unseenworld. It does not mean the place of tor-

rr tlf'^T^
for the devil and hTs angds

our I^rd had spoken to the pentitent thief
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T^^ ^\uT^ "^^ paradise." From thedeath of Abel until the time of our Lord's
Passion, great numbers of souls had passed

d^bodied souls were in a place of safe-keepmg m what is known as the " int^.

.Tffi^M^^^I'" ^y ""^^ ^^ understand thestate of the departed between death and theto judgment. St. Peter describes some of

i^^ '"^ ^ " ^^ ^P^^ ^ prison," and

ti^e dead after his Passion, in order that He
S^f^n?^''""'^^*°

^^^"^ ^^^ S^^ tidings ofHis victoty over Satan, i. St. Peter m. fio •

IV.
: 6. Our Lord's descent into heU is asubject about which Httle can be said 4h

twrV'W-^' ^^.^^^^^ ^^t"^y took placetnero at His commg, we do not know Wemay believe that some special blessing to thedeparted resulted from His presencTIt sucha time, but we have no means of knowing any

fnf^'i'u
P^^^^ted with our Lord's descentmto heU IS a subject of some importancTof

which we will now speak. We Vef^Tt^'the

stil' Hnt'^ -"f^^ ^ ^^^ intermediate
state. Holy Scripture seems to imply that

! ,

t !

i:

'Pi
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at death the soul goes before God for the par-
ticular judgment and is then consigned to a
place of joy or misery in the intermediate
state. This joy is not the final joy of heaven
neither is this misery that of everlasting
punishment. This particular judgment is to
be distinguished from the final or general
judgment. The general judgment is re-
presented as a vast assize at which all the
world will be assembled, and which will not
take place until after the resurrection at the
end of the world

; hence it is called " the
last judgment." Our I<ord himself so de-
scnbed it in St. Matt. xxv. : ^i, 32, " When
the Son of Man shall come in His glory
before Him shaU be gathered aU nations

;and He shall separate them one from another
as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the
goats." Upon the general judgment at the
end of the world, the condition of souls in
eternity depends.

No one, however good he has been, will
receive his final degree of bliss immediately
after death

; and no one however bad he has
been, will then receive his final measure of
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IV^J^^^\
AU souls, good and bad alike ^oat death to a place of waiting wW^^»£

;
hades," anS bn:^S'^rH*ora^e

for the place of everlastingpmishS^'^l^nch man's aUusion to his five breto^ ttmhviiig upon earth, also shows thattt^tw^ken of is that previous to^he r4,^^^^
^er th

««""'»' judgment. It is ^S^S

c^^" ^ ** ^°^ °^ t''* sa^ed are con-cerned, wr may regard the intermediate stateas a preparation for the life of heTv« Wemay beheve that purification from th^sta^s



TOO A STRUGGLE FOR THE TRUTH

of sin committed in this life, forms a necessary
part of such preparation. No one, however
good a life he may have lived on earth, is

fitted at once to come into that glorious Pre-
sence. There are stains and imperfections
still clinging to the souls of the very best men,
which must needs be purged and done away,
before the full sight of God can be endured,
and His presence be enjoyed.

In the time of waiting between death and
the last judgment, the final preparation for
God's presence is made. When we reflect
upon what we really are, and what God is,

and how much of the ways of heaven we have
yet to learn, we cannot but heartily thank
God that He has provided such an interval,
in which the work of grace begun on earth
may be continued and perfected.

The Romans wrongly believe that at
death the soul- goes to purgatory, a place of
terrible torment, torment incomparable,
greater than the bitterest anguish of this life.

Gregory the Great A. D. 590-604, may rightly
be called the inventor of the doctrine of

purgatory. We are aU familiar with the
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d^,^^.uT^^^*^'^ of souls halfdejivered—with head and arms out of mj/
gatojy, while the lower parts of SSrtod^"are being scorched in puiKatorv Bv «.rt

tZ^^ ^fe^*^ '^^ °ft«° aborted from
•

P^;
.
'here IS no trace up to this datem any Christian writing that hL%^iZ^to us of any statement that can eive anvcountenance to the present Romn^^^

of Pmgatory. The Greek ChmS t^wl
Romi^ "^T **=?P*«» ^ doctrire^Roman mvention about purgatory.

™^
''^SSJ*^^ HE ROSE AGAINFROH THE DEAD.

do^\^^lrt^°lS7'o- -as. taken

Gc^ Friday^; J^h'^f '^.ZT^^J,Nicodemus, two of His disciples. TlTe fetof these was a rich man who owned a elr^
h"^' ott'^''^e^^^ '-^^^'^^t
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to rest, the lifeless form had beenwound in the

long linen bandages used by the Jews in

burial, in the folds of which spices, to the

weight of a hundred pounds, had been placed

for the preservation of the body. The head

of our ford was also wrapped round with a

napkin, leaving the lower part of the face and

the neck uncovered. It is important to

notice these arrangements, in regard to what

afterwards happened. Placing the sacred

body of the Lord in the cave, thetwo disciples

rolled a great stone to the opening, and

departed.

TheT^hief priests, with Pilate's permission,

took the precaution of setting a seal, probably

of clay upon the stone, thus making it im-

possible for the body to be disturbed or re-

moved, without leaving traces in the broken

seal. A guard of Roman soldiers was also

gi-anted them to watch by the tomb, The

reason given for this special eve, was to use

their own words, " lest His disciples come by

night, and steal Him away, and say unto the

people. He is risen from the dead," St. Matt.

3DCvn. : 64. But all such precautions were
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in vain. Devised by our Lord's enemies,
they became, in God's providence, important
evidences of the truth of the Resiurection.
Very early in the morning of the third day
after the Crucifixion, the soul of Jesus re-
turned from the realms of the aead, and
re-entered the lifeless body within the cave.
Thus was fulfilled the prophecy of David,
•' Thou shall not leave my soul in hell

;

neither shall thou suffer Thy Holy One to see
corruption," Ps. xvi. 'J$.

The sacred body thus brought to life,

passed out of the folds of the winding-clothes
and the napkin, and through the rock, into
the outer world. Unseen by mortal eyes, the
Lord rose glorious from the dead. The holy
women, who had followed Jesus in the days of
His ministry, came at simrise to visit the
tomb, intending to complete the embalming
of the body. As they drew near, the question
arose, " who shall roll us away the stone from
the door of the sepulchre ^ And when they
looked, they saw that the stone was rolled
away," St. Mark xvi. : 2. It had been
rolled away not to permit our Lord to come

i
hi

11

»3
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forth—He had ahready done so before the

stone was removed—^but to enable the holy

women to see into the empty sepulchre.

Instead of findmg, as they expected, the life-

less form lying wrapped in the grave-clothes,

they behdd an angel who said, " Ye seek

Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified
;

He is risen ; He is not here ; behold the place

where they laid Him," St. Mark xvi. : 6.

The Lord is risen indeed ;

Now is His work performed
;

Now is the mighty Captive freed.

And death's strong castle stormed.

Hurrying away in bitter astonishment,

the women carried the news to the Apostles;

St. Peter and St. John at once set off to see

for themselves ; arriving at the tomb, they

looked in, and beheld the grave-clothes lying

as an empty envelope, which, without being

imrolled, had collapsed with the weight of

the spices, after the bodyhad been withdrawn,

and the napkin in the form of an empty

helmet lying a little apart, the distance from

the shoidders co the lower part of the face of

the dead. St, John xx. : 3, etc.
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This was not the first time that the dead
had come back to life, many cases of resur-
rection being recorded in the Bible ; but our
IxM-d's rising again to life differed from all
such. These risings to life were in every in-
stance brought about by the power of another,
and the person thus raised died again. But
Jesus Christ rose from the dead by His own
power, through His spuit, and never to die
again. His own words are, " I have power
to lay down (my life), and I have power to
take it again ; and, I am He that Uveth, and
was dead; and, behold I am alive for ever-
more, Amen. And have the keys of hell
and of death." Rev. i. : i8. The Resur-
rection of our Lord is better attested than
any other fact in history. He was seen alive
eight times after He rose again by His inti-
mate friends, who could not be deceived,—on
one occasion by above five hundred persons
at once, i. Cor. xv. : 6.

One of the Apostles, St. Thomas, refused to
believe that his Masterwas risen, and was only
convinced by seeing the very wound marks
on His sacred body. The Resurrection is the

V
J''

I
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I

central truth of Christianity. If Christ be

not raised, your faith is vain. Our Lord's

rising again to life i? Ihe proof of the truth of

all He taught, and of His claim to be the in-

carnate Son of God. He Himself gave this

test in saying, " Destroy this temple, and

in three days I will raise it up . . . . He
spake of the temple of His body," St. John

n. : 19, 21, and alluded to His death and

resurrection of Jesus the great topic of the

preadiing of the Apostles.

THE GREAT FORTY DAYS,

Jesus Christ rose from the dead on

Easter Day, but He die' not at once go up to

heaven, for a period of forty days He tarried

on earth. We know these days in the Church

as t e great forty days. What was the pur-

pose of this delay ? We reply : That He
might give to all thorough conviction that

His rising from the dead was a real event.

The Resurrection is the great proof that

Jesus Christ is the Son of God, made man, and

that all He claimed' *o be and to teach is true.

It is necessary for v - faith that we should be
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perfectly sure that He reaUy did come to life
again after His Passion. He therefore made
the fact quite plain by many acts and words,
talking, walking, and eating with His dis-
ciples, shewing them His wounded hands,
feet and side. In this way, a number of
reliable witnesses were trained to go forth
into the world and say " We know that He
rose from the grave, for we saw Him alive
as certainly as we see you a'ive."

In the early days of the Church, one of the
chief works of the Apostles and disciples was
to bear witness to the Resurrection of Jesus.
Thus St. Luke tells us that " He showed
Himself alive after His Passion by many
infallible proofs", i.e., proofs about which
there could be no mistake, " being seen of
them forty days, and speaking of the things
pertaining to the Kingdom of God." He
thus stayed below not only to make His
followers lure of the truth of His rising from
the dead, but also that He might speak with
them concerning " the Kingdom of God "

—

i.e., the Chiu-ch. During the great forty
days there were many matters connected with
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the workiiig of the Church to be arranged.

He had not given His last instructions.

From the gospels we learn much about the

Church, but from the Acts of the Apostles

and the Epistles we lef*m more. The Acts

of the Apostles forms the first Church history,

and therein we read of things being done of

which no record is found in the Gospels, for

example : the first day of the week, or Sun-
day, is observed instead of the seventh day
or the Sabbath ; the rite of Confirmation is

ministered ; the threefold ministry begins to

tak° shape. Of these things we read in the

Acts and in the Epistles, without any record

of their institution by Christ. There can be
little doubt that the ordering of such matters

was amongst " the things pertaining to the

Kingdom of God," of which Jesus Christ

spake to His disciples during the great forty

days. During this time our Lord was going

in and out amorgst His disciples in His risen

body. His body, after the Resiurection,

possessed mysterious properties which it did

not possess before. As we have seen, He
passed out of the grave-clothes and through

PMH
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the walls which hemmed Him in, without
those clothes being miwound, or the gre&t
stone being moved from the door of the
sepulchre. He appeared to Mary Magdalene,
but she supposed Him to be the gardener, so
strangely was He altered. He appeared to
two <rf His disciples " in another form "

as they journeyed to Emmaus, and it was
only as He vanished out of their sight that
they recognized Him. St. Mark xvi. : 12.

He suddenly appeared in the room in which
the Apostles were sitt'ng with barred doors,
without those dv jts being opened. It was on
the occasQu of this appetu-ance that Jesus
gave to all the Apostles the power of forgiv-

ing sins in His name, which He had previously
promised to St. Peter at Caesarea-Philippi.

St. Matt, xv^ : 18, 19. He was the same,
yet not the sa*ne, for He was clothed in the
spiritual body of the Resurrection.

HE ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN.

During the great forty days our Lord
manifested Himself to the Apostles from time
to time. He did not abide with them con-

I
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stantly as before, but only came to them at in-
tervals, and for brief periods. There was much
uncertainty about His presence; His appear-
ances and His disappearances were alike
startling. Before His death He taught the
disciples that the time would come when
He would leave them in bodily presence.
He had said : It is expedient for you that I
go away. "A little while, and ye shall not see
Me; and again, a little while, and ye shall see
me, because I go to the Father." " I
leave the world, and go to the Father."
Previous to leaving the earth in bodily pre-
sence, our Lord had met the eleven Apostles
upon a mountain in Galilee, and there He had
delivered to them His final charge in the
majestic words, " All authority hath been
given unto Me in heaven and on earth. Go
ye therefore, and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them into the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Ghost

; teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I command you ; and lo, I
am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world." St. Matt, xxviii. : i8. And now,
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on the fortieth day after His Resurrection,
the time came for His departure from earth
to heaven. Taking the eleven disciples with
Him, lie led them for the last time out of
Jerusalem across the brook Kedron, to txie

summit of Moimt OUvet. Whilst stretching
out His hands in blessing. He rose slowly from
the earth, and ascended higher and higher,
imtil a bright luminous cloud enfolded Him,
and He was los;, to view. " It came to pass,
while He blessed them. He was parted from
them, and carried up into heaven."

Behind the cloud how wondrous must the
scene have been, for the gates of heaven were
lifted up, and the holy angels poured forth
to conduct their King, returning from His
humiliation, to the highest place of honor at
the right hand of the eternal Father ! He
was-, received up into heaven, and sat on the
right hand of God. The word sitteth in the
Creed, speaks of the rest, dominion, and
judgeship of our asc jnded Lord.

By His ascension our blessed Lord opened
the gates of heaven, which, since the fall, had
been closed to man. Our Lord was the first

i'
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of the human race to enter heaven. He
ascended into heaven that we might follow
Him ; thus, He is described as " the forerurn-
ner, " entering in for us. A forenmner is one
who goes in front, that others may follow.
He tells us that He went to heaven " to
prepare a place for us," St.John xiv :

2"When
He ascended up on high. He led captivity
captive, and gave gifts unto men." Every
time we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord,
or beg for mercy and help for His sake, we
throw ourselves into the stream of the un-
ceasing pleading of Jesus in the heavens.
Jesus Christ is now pleading the merits of His
life and death before the face of the Eternal
Father, and He has given us the means of
doing the same on earth. This service is the
Holy Eucharist. Thus the worship of heaven
and earth are one.

FROM THENCE HE SHALL COHE TO
JUDGE THE QUICK AND THE DEAD.

The second coming of our Lord, which is

the hope of His Church, will differ in many
ways from His first coming. He came first
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in great humility, when He did not abhor the
Virgin's womb ; His second coming will be in

awful majesty. His first coming was as the
Saviour of the world ; He will come again to
be our Judge. It is in commemoration of
these great events, the one in the past, the
other in the futiu-e, that the Chiu-ch keeps the
season of Advent. That om* I/)rd will come
again is perfectly certain, ^or He has said so ;

but the time of His coming is veiled in un-
certainty. He no said, " They shall see the
Son of Man coming in the clouds with great
power and glory. And then shall He send
His angels, and shall gather together His
elect from the four winds, from uttermost
parts of the earth to the uttermost of heaven , '

'

went on to add, " But of that day and that
hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels
which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the
Father."

The purpose of the second coming of

Jesus Christ is stated in the Creed : "He
shall come to judge the quick and the dead."
By the expression " the quick " we are to
understand the living—those who shall be

pi
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alive on the earth at the second coming of
Jesus Christ. Of such it is written that they
" which are alive and remain shall be caught
up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.

"

I. Thess. IV. : 17.

The day of judgment is described as " the
day when the Son of Man is revealed .** St.
Luke xvn. : 30. By this we may understand
that before pronouncing sentence, Jesus
Christ will first satisfy the assembled uni-
verse of His righteous claim to be the Judge,
so that foe and friend alike may be convinced
of His perfect equity. The day of judgment
will be the day of justice, when all life's

inequalities will be put right, -md everyone
will get his due. As such ^

.. John speaks of
it :

'• I saw a great white tliTone, and Him that
sat on it, from whose face the earth and the
heaven fled away ; and there was found no
place for them. And I saw the dead, great
and small, stand before God ; and the books
were opened : and another book was opened,
which is the Book of Life ; and the dead were
judged out of those things which were written
in the books according to their works. And
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the sea gave up the dead which were in it
;

and death and hell delivered up the* dead
which were in them ; and they were judged
every man according to their works." Rev.
XX. : 1 1 , 13. We shall be judged with God 's

perfect justice, and with man's perfect sym-
pathy.

"Blessed is that soul, which day and night
hath no other care than how, in the great day,
when every creature shall stand around the
Judge to give aii account of their works, she
shall be able to relate her life. For whoso-
ever continually places that day and that
hour before his eyes, and ever thinks of his
defence at that most just tribunal, is likely

to commit no sins, or at least very few."

I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY GHOST.

The Holy Ghost is the third person of the
ever blessed Trinity, proceeding from the
Father and the Son and is, with them,
worthy of divine honor. We are not to
think of the Holy Spirit as a mere influence or
quality, but as a person. The Holy Spirit
is not merely a person, but He is a Divine

•i
I
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Person. " The Holy Ghost, proceeding from
the Father and the Son,«is of one substance
majesty, and glory, withjthe Father and the
Son, very and eternal God." Our blessed
I/ord taught the divinity of the Holy Spirit,
when He declared that " all manner of sin
and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men
but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost
shall not be forgiven unto men." St. Matt,
xn.

: 3 1
. He could not have thus spoken if the

Holy Ghost is but a creature, and not God
St. Peter told Ananias that he lied to the
Holy Ghost, and that in so doing he had not
Ued unto men, but unto God. St. Paul teaches
that the Church is the temple of God, because
the Spirit of God dwdls in her. i Cor. in. : 1

6

17.

So again, the Nicene Creed declares the
Holy Ghost to be " the I^rd," i.e., the Lord
Jehovah, " who, with the Father and the
Son together is worshipped and glorified."
The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father
and the Son, as from one principle of life. As
the lake is formed by the water from the river
and from the spring, so the blessed Spirit
ceaselessly derives His origin from the God-
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head of the Father and the Son. He is the
"pure river of water of life,"which proceedeth
" out ot the throne of God and of the I^amb."
The Holy Spirit inspired the prophets of the
Old Testament, and the apostles and the
evangelists of the New.

THE HOLY CATHOLIC CHURCH.

The mention of the Holy Ghost in the
Creed is followed at once by that of the Holy
Catholic Church. We pass quite naturally
from belief in the Holy Spirit to behef in the
Church, fo* the Churdi is the temple of the
Holy Ghost. It is a fact, of deep significance,

that the Christian Church did not commence
its proper work in the world during the Ufe
time of Jesus Christ. Before His ascension
Christ founded the Church ; He appointed
the Apostles to be the first officers of the
Church, giving them authority to act for Him,
and instructing them how to act after His
departure. But He accompanied this with
the command that they were not to exercise

their office until sometime in the future.

His last charge was " Tarry ye in the city of

1 t'
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Jerusalem until ye be endued with powerfrom on high." It was not until ten da^
after Chnst went up to heaven that the grekt
r^?\^PP^f^' ^Wch gave the Christian
Church Its real start in the world.

That event was the descent of God theHoly Ghost upon the Church on the day
Pentecost the first Whitsunday, recorded in

Tw^^x?f%^^^^^^°^^e Aposties.That the Holy Ghost should thus come, hS
been foretold by the prophet Joel in the
words, .And it shaU come to pass afterward,

T^f I'^I^'^'^^ my sphit upon aU flesh."
Joel n.: 28 Before Christ went up, He hadchosen the first ministers of His ChJrch. ^
^ot?^^!?*^T.*° *^^' t° baptize, to
absolve, and to celebrate the Holy Eucharist-
yet at first they did none of these things, they
waited. For what did they wait ?^ 'They
waited for the fulfilment of Christ's owi
promise

; for that power which was to come
upon them from on high. They waited for
the commg of the Holy Ghost, the Me
triver. Between Ascension-day and Whit-
sunday there is no record of the Apostles
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perfotciiin^ any ministerial actions. They
neither taught, baptized, confirmed, nor
celebrated the Holy Eucharist. All was in a
state of suspense, until the promised power
should be theirs which should enable them to

do all that Christ had bidden them. They
were as soldiers who had received their orders,

but were waiting for their arms. BdFore
Pentecost, the Church was as " the dry bones'*

spoken of by Ezekial xxxvn., brought in-

deed together, but motionless, awaiting the
breath from on high. After the descent of

the Holy Ghost adl this was changed. Sus-

pense was at an end. The Apostles at once
began to carry out all the instructions which
Christ had given them. We read of their go-

ing forth " immediately to labour in all

places, teaching, baptizing, confirming, cele-

brating the Holy Eucharist, and ordaining

others." From all this we learn that the

coming of the Holy Ghost upon the Church
was an event of the greatest importance.

We must not think that the Holy Ghost came
only to give the Church its start in the world,

and then, when this was accomplished, with-

f.
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drew His presence. He came to be the

S time*
P«n>etual endowment throughout

nr^^u^I^ u^^^^^y promised that theHoly Ghost should come upon His Churchnever to leave it. He pro^ the IMy
^^ojS f.T^i'* ^ ^ ^^'^S possessionHe said, "I wiU pray the Father, and He shall
give yon another Comforter, that He mayabide .withyou for ever ; even the Spirit ofTruth." The Holy CathoUc Church is by d^vme appointment, the perpetual abode and
permanent home of the Holy Spirit of Ciod.The Church, the Body of Christ, is a divine
soaety spread throughout the world, estab-hsh^ by Jesus Christ, and of which He is the

r^frf^'^l^' ^^P^^"^ ^^ *^^ members.The Church is subject to 'the authority of
lawful pastors, the bishops, whom Christ
charges to instnict, to feed, and to govern her
members. Under the bishops, as fellow-

??I^' T. *H P"^^*" ^^ t^e deacons.The Church teaches to the faithful the truth
which Christ delivered to the Apostles, and
she ministers the grace which flows from His
sacred humanity, by means of the Sacraments
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It must not be thought that God deserts

all those who are outside His Church. Christ

is " the true Light, which lighteth every man
that Cometh into the world." The Spirit

breatheth where He listeth. All life is His

in nature and in man. There is no being

which lies outside the action of the eternal

Word or His Spirit." Whilst it is true that

God's grace overflows the Church, yet the

fact remains that it is pledged to us only

within that sphere. God's grace is not bound,

but we are bound to seek it where He has

promised it, that is, in the Church. The
Church is the circle wherein God chiefly

works. The Church is One, for ther : is none
other, and because the faithful who form the

Church are imited to one head, even Jesus

Christ, by the same sacraments. They hold

the same faith, and are subject to the same

authority exercised by the bishops, who re-

present Christ. The unity of the Church is

mainly an internal imity. Through the sin

of man the external unity has been broken.

The Church is holy. The source of the

Church's holiness is the indwelling of the
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Holy Ghost, who sanctifies her members
by unitiag them to Christ—the head. The
Church offers to her members grace and
truth as the means of sanctification, and is
the home whea saints are nurtured and
formed.

The Church b Catholic. " because it is
throughout the world, from one end of the
earth to the other ; and because it teaches
universally and completely one and all the
doctrines which ought to come to men's
knowledge, heavenly and earthly, and be-
cause every dass of men, governors, and
governed, learned, and unlearned, and because
it universally treats and heals every sort of
sins, which are committed by soul and body,
and possesses in itself every form of virtue
which is named,—both in deeds and words,
and in every kind of spiritual gifts." The
word Catholic means " universal," whilst the
word Protestant means " making a protest."
*• Protestant " is a negative term, and does
not express positive belief of any kind. It
is a mistake for a chiu-chman to describe
himself as " a protestant," for the term is
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nowhere to be found, either in the Bible or

in the Prayer Book, and o«tq[ht not to be

adopted as a designation oi the Church or

her members. (It is true that the term
" protestant " occurs in the oath m the

Coronation Service ; but this oath is im-

posed on the sole authority of Parliament,

not of the Church ; and the term, as there

used, is simply a popular expression, ex-

cluding all Roman authority, and nothing

more.)

The Church is Apostolic, because, she can

trace her origm to the Apostles of Christ,

and is governed by their successors, and be-

lievers, preserves, and teaches the Apostles

doctrine.

It is a matter of deepest regret that not

one of the four notes of which the Creed

teaches : the Church is One, Holy, Cathohc,

and Apostolic, is now or ever has been im-

iversally realized. Her unity is marred by

grievous divisions, her whole history shews an

imperfectly attained sanctity, the greatest

•part of the world still lies outside her fold,

her discipline has never been fully accepted

•
I
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or faithfully exercised. Yet those " notes "

form the hope of the Church, and when she
attains to their full measure, she will be
presented as the bride to the heavenly bride-
groom " a glorious Church, not having, spot,
or wrinkle, or any such thing."

What time the evening shadows fall
Around the Church on earth.
When darker forms of doubt appal
And new false lights have birth
Then closer should her faithful band,
For truth together hold.
Hell's last devices to withstand.
And safely guard her fold.

See A. and M. Hymn Book, No. 216.

THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS.

By the term Communion of Saints in this
article of the Creed we are to understand
"fellowship." This fellowship of saints is

grounded on the truth that all the saints,
hving and departed, are united to Jesus
Christ, and form His mystical body. The
saints are members one of another, because
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liie
they are members of Christ's body.

Holy CathoUc Church. " So we, being Xiaay,

are one body in Christ, and every one mem-

bers one of another."
,

The term -aints, or " holy ones," is applied

in the New Testament to all the baptized

living upon the earth, who have not forfeited

baptismal grace. The baptized are samts in

the sense that they have been sanctified by

baptism, and are called to lead a holy life.

As fellow-members of the body of Christ, they,

hold the same faith, receive the same sacra-

ments, join in the same worship, and share in

common its blessings and its hopes. But m
later use, and according to modem custom,

the term " saints " is applied to the more

distinguished members of the Church, and

especially to such as have departed this life,

and are now with Christ. The Church has

thus specially honoured the blessed Virgin,

the Apostles, and the martyrs and other

great leaders m the army of the faithful.

These may be regarded now as among " the

spirits of just men made perfect," Heb. xn.:

23, and certain of their number we keep in

*»'
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11 honour, and commemorate on saints' days
Such are described in the collect for All
Saints' Day, as the " blessed saints." This
same communion also embraces the less
prominent servants of Christ, who have de-
parted this life in His faith and fear. The
article of the Creed teaches that we are
in close relation to all these holy ones beyond
the grave, that they remember us before God.
The term saints is also applied in the Old Tes-
tament to the Holy Angels, Deut. xxxiii. : 2,
the first family of God, who minister to all
below who are in Christ. The Epistle to the
Hebrews xn. : 22, speaks of " an innum-
erable company of angels," to whom the
redeemed race of mankind " are come," and
who will hereafter be gathered into a closer
union with us in Christ. Thus the commun-
ion of saints embraces the whole family of
God,—^the glorified saints, the holy angels, the
faithful departed, and the faithful still on
earth. That the saint*- hat have gone before
remember us, has u /ays been the beUef
of the Church. We believe that they join in
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prayer for us on earth with a powerwhich was

not theks whilst in the flesh,—-the mother for

her children, the priest for his flock, friend for

friend. And it is lawful to ask God to grant us

a share in their intercessions. In what way, or

to what extent, the saints are conscious of our

needs, has not been revealed to us. The

Church of England, in Article xxii. condemns
" the Romish doctrine concerning invocation

of saints," that is to say, that system of prayer

to the saints which led to their being regarded

otherwise than as exalted suppliants.

(This is the great practical evil of these

prayers in the Roman Church.) Before the

Reformation serious abuses had ^n. It

was supposed, for instance, that saints

had power with God because of tneir own

merits, and that they were kinder, and had

greater sympathy for snmers than Christ our

Saviour. Modem Roman books of devotion

speak of the blessed Virgin Mary, especially

in a manner which we beUeve to be '^uite in-

consistant with the honor due our Lord.

"I
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THE FORGIVENETiS OF SINS.

The forgiveness of sins proceeds from the
love and mercy of God, and the sacred merits
of our I^rd Jesus Christ. As we have akeady
seen, the structure of the Creeds teaches that
the forgiveness of sins is, to be obtamed in the
Holy CathoUc Church. St. Augustine says
that, " Sins are forgiven in the Church in
three wajrs ; in baptism, in prayer, and in the
greater humiliation of repentance." All sin,
actual as well as original, is washed away in
baptism. By prayer, St. Augustine refers to
petition in our Father, *' Forgive us our tres-
passes." By repentance he refers to general
confession with a view to gaining absolu-
tion. (See Holy Communion Service.) Of
each of these mo^es of obtaining forgiveness
we should read more fully.

THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY AND
THE LIFE EVERLASTING.

The two last articles of the Creed concern
the things which come after death.

Death is the separation of the soul from
the body. We speak of death as " The
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passing away," for in death tlie soul leaves
the body as a tenant quitting a house. " Then
shall the dust return to the earth as it was

;

and the spirit shall return to God who gave
it." Eccles. XII. : 7. After death the body
turns to dust in the grave, and there sleeps,

awaiting the resurrection at the last day.
Death is the penalty due to sin, and the price
which sooner or later every member of a
sinful race must pay. Adam and Eve
brought sin into the world, and death follow-
ed as a pimishment. "As by one man sin
entered into the world, and death by sin;
and so death passed upon all men, for that
all have sinned."

Each time that death comes among us,
it should remind us of the curse of our nature
and the just punishment of our sins ; but
among Christians, for whom Jesus Christ has
overcome death, it ought chiefly to speak to
usof His victory, and of the eternal kingdomto
which we journey as we leave this life.

The ReFurrection is the rising again of the
l)ody in which the soul v/as clothed on earth.
At the last day the soul will return from

i r\
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the Paradise, and re-enter the risen

body. The body so raised will not be the

natural body as it was in this life, but a
new and a spiritual body, possessing new
powers, and existing under new conditions

in a new order of being, and freed from all

taint of evil and inclmation to sin. The
Resurrection of the dead will take place

through the power of Jesus Christ and of His

Spirit. " Marvel not at this : for the hour is

coming, in the which all that are in the graves

shall hear His voice, and shall come forth."

St. John v. : 28. " He that raiseth up Christ

from the dead shall also quicken your mortal

bodies by His Spirit that dwelleth in you."
Rom. VIII. : 12.

The disembodied soul is but part of the

complete man. The resurrection is necessary

in order that the whole man, body and soul,

may be perfected in eternity. We do good

and evil with our bodies as well as with our

souls, and " We must all appear before the

judgment seat of Christ ; that every one

may receive the things done in the body,

according to that he hath done, whether

it be goal or bad." 2 Cor. v. : 10.
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Judgment : In the hour of death the
soul goes before God for his judgment.
Upon this particular judgment, the condition

of the soul during the time of wailing, previous
to the resurrection of the body, depends.

The general judgment, in the presence of the

assembled imiverse, will follow the Resurrec-

tion of the dead. The purpose of the second
judgment appears to be that all may be
satisfied as to the justice of the sentence of

the Judge, and that the soul's degree of

eternal bliss or woe may be settled.

Hbll is the place and penal condition

prepared for the devil and his angels. St.

Matt. XXV. :4i. Hell was never intended

for man, and he can only arrive there through
a wilful, deliberate, and continued rejection

of God and goodness. One of the early

writers has beautifully written, " What doth
God hate or punish except self-will ? Let

self-will cease, and hell will not be." We
may hold it for a certainty that none will be
doomed to such an awful destiny, but those

of whom our most merciful Saviour must
say " They have both seen and hated both

, LI
I it
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Me and my Father," St. John xv. : 24,

and in this attitude of soul have died, and
remain. Hell is the condition of those who
are wilfully and finally impenitent. Faber's
beautiful words concerning those outside the
Church :

*' I have no profession of faith to

make about them, except that God is infinitely

merciful to every soul and that no one ever has
been, or evercan be, lost by surprise or trapped
in his ignorance; and, as to those who may be
lost, I confidently believe that our heavenly
Father threw His arms around each created

spirit, and looked it full in the face with bright

eyes of love, in the darkness of its mortal life,

and of its own deliberate will it would not
have Him."

Heaven is the place and the blessed con-

dition of unending happiness in the presence

of God, and His holy angels and saints. The
happiness of heaven consists chiefly in the

sight and possession of God, the blest will

'• see the King in His beauty," and that for

ever and ever. It consists also in an endless

reunion with all we have loved below, who
have died in grace, and in our being perfectly
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good and holy for ever more. All who
depart this life in a right relation to God will

be in heaven at last, to which happiness may
this little book help guide each rer ler.

HOV ANGLICAN CATHOLICS
FOLLOW THE C JRCH'S YEAR

FESTIVALS AND FASTS,

It is following out the same idea of wor-
ship to God, and also with a view of commem-
orating the chief events in the life of our
blessed I/)rd and His followers, that the
Church has from the earUest times set apart
certain days or seasons as times of great
rejoicing or deep humiliation. These are
what we call the Festivals and Fasts of the
Church. Many of these date back to the
earliest times, but the observance of others
did not come into vogue immediately after
our I/jrd's Ascension, but were the outcome
of a little later date, when the dreadful
persecutions of Christians having ceased, the

J
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Church then unmolested, had opportunity

to turn her attention to the dividing and

marking out the Church year, so as to fitly

show forth our Lord's life giving us the great

Feast and Fast days of this early Church,

which are those which we now observe.

PRAYEP BOOK FESTIVALS AND FASTS.

Turning to the Prayer Book we find the

Feast Days therein set forth are :

Christmas Day
The Circumcision

The Epiphany
Easter Day
Easter Monday and Tuesday
Ascension Day
And all Sundays

Whitsun-day or Pentecost

Whitsun Monday and
Whitsun Tuesday

]

)

In
honour
of our
Blessed

Lord

In honour
of the Holy
Ghost

Trinity, in honour of Trinity.

The Purification \ In honour of

The Annunciation J the Blessed Virgin
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CaaversioQ of Saint Paul
Saint Matthias the Apostle
Saint Mark the Evangelist
Saint Philip and Saint James

The Apostles

Saint Barnabas the Apostle
Nativity of Saint John Baptist
Saint Peter the Apostle
Saint James the Apostle
Saint Bartholomew the Apostle
Saint Matthew the Apostle
Saint Luke the Evangelist
Saint Simon and Saint Jude

the Apostles

Saint Andrew the Apostle
Saint Thomas the Apostle
Saint Stephen the Martyr
Saint John the Evangelist

The Holy Innocents—In honor of the
children martyred by Herod.

All Saints—In honour of the Saints not
commemorated by name, and of the dear
departed ones.

Saint Michael and all Angels—In honour
of the Angels.

In

honotu*

of those
who were
great

followers

of Christ
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AND THE FAST DAYS ARE t

Ash Wednesday All Fridays
The Forty Days of Ember Days

Lent Rogation Days
Good Friday

ADVENT.

The season which calls the Chtu-ch's

children to look back with joy and gladness

yet with deep repentance to the coming of

Christ in His Incarnation. As this should be

a penitential season, the most joyful hymns
of the Church, such as Gloria in Excelsis, the

Te Deum and the Gloria Patri, should not be

used, but their alternatives put in their place.

The four Sundays in Advent are often called

respectively, the Sundays that tell of Death,

Judgment, Hell, and Heaven, and it has long

been a common custom for earnest priests

to preach on these topics on their several

days. The end of Advent is the great feast

of Christmas, dear to the hearts of all.

CHRISTMAS DAY.

There is no event so soul-stiring in its

majesty, so stupendous in its results as this
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wonderful Birth of Christ, and there is nothing,

saving Christ's Death on the Cross, which
calls forth such deep devotion and adoration

from man. It astonished alike heathen
philosphers and atheistical historians, and
even now there are Christians who hardly

grasp or realize the wonder of the Incarna-

tion. Think of it ; of the Angel telling the

Blessed Virgin, of her coming joy, of the jour-

ney to Bethlehem, where, unable to find

accommodation in the inn, they had to seek

refuge in the stable, in a rocky cave near by;
of shepherds coming in from the fields, where
they had heard the angels' song, of the wise

men journeying from a far distant clime, led

by that wondrous star, all adoring that babe
of Bethlehem, bending their knees, as an old

legend says, the very animals did, to Him,
who so hdpless, so innocent in the manger

;

around whom a he . ,'enly light is said to have

played, and angels to have hovered as they

sang the beautiful refrain :
" Glory to God

in the highest and on earth peace, good-will

towards men," was nevertheless the Son of

God :
*• of one substance with the Father,
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God of God, Light of Light, very God of

very God, Begotten not made," the God
made man. As we begin to realize that won-
drous condescension, that perfect humility,
so reproving to man's worldly pride, we see
how Christmas Day exemplifies primarily
Christ's love for us. It was out of love that
God sent His only begotten Son to be bom
as a little child ; it was out of love for man
that Jesus so patiently suffered durir ^ His
life ; it was out of love for man that made
Him die that awful death on the Cross of

Calvary. He lived as a man to teach man
how to live and how to die. He was the
perfect Child on Christmas. He was the

perfectman throughout His life, consummated
on the Cross. There are many beautiful

thoughts connected with this wonderful day
of Christmas, all showing forth our love to-

wards Him. First : The name, which means
Christ-Mass, is so fruitful of meaning to us all,

for it tells us the. great value of the " Mass,"
or Holy Communion Service, especially teach-

ing that on this great day of Christmas, we
should make our Commimion, and as the
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shepherds started early in the mommg to

worship Jesus in the manger, so should we
seek Him early in the morning to pdore Him
in His Blessed Sacrament on ihe Altar.

Then another thought comes in the idea of

Home, for Christmas is essentially a day of

the home, where all should long to gather
aftei first rendering their worship to God in

His Church. Home is a theme that appeals

to all, and when the shadows of life are

creeping over one, it is the memory of home
and home ties that alone remains unfaded.

Let us then, one and all, strive to brighten

that home with love for God and each other.

Again Christmas Day breathing forth " peace

good-will towards men," telling us that we
should remember the I^azarus at otu" gate,

our poor, wretched, destitute neighbor, and

by some present, some help, some word of

cheer or comfort brighten that poor life and
throw in upon it some little of Christ's love.

Christmas too, is full of traditional and

storied association. We think of the days of

the Christmas waifs, going from house to

house singing their sweet carols ; of the

I'
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holly-berry and ivy; of the blazing yule-log,
and of the rare good things put before one,
but these are the secular joys that remind
us of this day of rare festivities, jolHty and
enjo3rments, of its hosts of pleasant memories,
oftheghosts offormergood times, of the happy
moments long since past, of the faces of those
who cared for us, loved us,and made us happy
in their presence long ago, but above all this,

and far exceeding it, is the joy which comes
from the religious aspect of the day of our
Saviour's Birth. So then, like the Shepherds,
we hasten early in the morning to adore our
Saviour and thrill with the song " Glory to
God in the highest and on earth peace, good-
will towards men."

There are 'many old religious customs
connected with Christmas, prominent among
which was that of the midnight Holy Com-
munion. Christmas Eve being the one day
in the whole year on which a celebration was
permitted at nigh:. Another quite Catholic
custom was to hold three solemn celebrations
of Holy Communion, one at midnight, in

honour of Christ's Birth, one at dawn in



Oft, ALL MADE PLAIN. X41

honour of the " Day Spring from on High,"
and the third later in the morning.

The Feast of the Circiuncision follows

closeupon that of Christmas, being its Octave.

It commemorates the occasion of our Lord's

being taken to fulfil the custom of Circum-
cision under the Jewish Law. This day now
falls upon the same date as New Year's

Day, and should be observed not only as our
honouring our Saviour, but also as another

occasion of making good resolutions. Close

:, an the Circumcision comes

THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY
commemorating the manifestation of

Christ to the GentUes, and showing that He
came to save all people. This festival ushers

in the second great season of the Church

—

Epiphany. And then follows the Sundays
csdled Septuagesima, Sexagesima, Quinqua-
gesima, which tells in round numbers the

days yet remaining before Lent and prepare

for Lent. From Septuagesima until Easter

the Gloria in Excelsis, the Te Deum and
Gloria Patri should be discontinued as in

Advait.
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ASH WEDNESDAY,
'THE FIRST DAY OF LENT.

As the days of the Church year go by ashadow that has appeared grows more aidmore perceptible, and becomes darker and
largo- until its gloom seems to surround
everythmg. It extends far and wide, as ifsome dark object was looming up in the
distance gnm and black, against the sky,
hidmg the light m its shadow, seemingly
growmg larger and larger as we go on. it
gives even our thoughts a sober, sombre cast.

It brings up saddening reminders, it
speaks of death and the tomb, of life and
eternity, and we go on and on through the
gathenng gloom until we are come to the
cause-the Cross, the Cross of Calvary
And now, paradoxical as it seems, the farther
one goes within this shadow, the brighter
grows a heavenly light, discernible only to
Christ s faitiaul followers, until at last, after
the journey through Lent, we reach the
Cross with Its arms outlined against the sky,
while a beautiful Ught and effulgence shines!
lorth from that Cross untU everything else is
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eclipsed by that wondrous glow and glory, and

the Cross seems luminous as the Divine light

seeriis to play about the body of tLe Crucified

Christ. The shadow is Lent, the cause of it

is the Cross, the Hght is that spiritual fire

which comes from Jesus, who is the Light of

the world, wWle Ash Wednesday is the day
which ushers us into this season of Lent.

To pause at the threshold is to stop within the

shadow, to abide in me^ital and moral gloom

and darkness. It is only by plodding

day after day during the sombre days of Lent,

and kneeling by the Cross on Good Friday;

that we may expect to feel that peace, that

exaltation, that gladness that comes in the

glory of our risen Lord on Easter day. Are

we weary ? He was weary too ! Have we
suffered ? The Cross shows us the greatest

of all suffering I Have we great sorrows ?

Christ was " The Man of Sorrows !" Have
friends forsaken us ? He was forsaken by
all I Have we borne indignities, insults,

rebuffs ? Christ bore all things, even to be

spitted upon 1 Yes, whatever it be, we find

Christ also bore it, and in doing so He gave us

im I



U'r STRUGGLE FOR THE TRUTH :

SL'^.°»
°f Pfi^ patience and humilityCome then on Ash Wednesday, let us Mterthe shadow and see what I^t^^U t^ch^ t

LENT.

Lj/''
.5«"se?iaits and entertainments aretaid aside and solemnization of maWm™vdoes not take place. Lent bids us Mremwe

In Si5? f "'^
^e°*

"^ th« Cross ofcS^to meditate on that Great Sacrifice andtd
coi^ecrate our lives afresh to tte?^^ „?thatd^ Saviour who died there foriT^
briX ^^A*"^'*'

'°^' '^ ""editative. t^bnght. gladsome and sunny will be ourEasto-
;
as Lent has found us faithful tadevotion self-sacrifice and charity, so brigh?happy and at peace wiU be found at Eal"'To Churchmen, Lent comes as a time of rarepnvUege, a time of rich opportunity to di^

^S^fS^*, "''*'^ ^^' andi wetssee that Cross loonung up shadowy and dim
ere we i«^ It on Good Friday, oiir first fed-'mg should be one of deep, siiiere thankM-
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ness to God our Lord Jesus, first that Jesus
should have lived and died for us ; then that
we have been spared all these years, we who
have been so bad and sinful, and finally that
God should have so tenderly watched over
us, so unworthy, wc who sooften deny Christ,

inasmuch as we do not keep His law. Both
the Church and scripture command us to
keep Lent. In the front of the Prayer Book
the Church tells us; to keep Ash Wednesday
and Good Friday as strict fast day^, and dur-
during the Forty Days of I^ent, to use " such
a measure of abstinence as is more especially

suited to extraordinary acts and exercises of

devotion." Churchmen will recognize here
the authority of the Church. Scripture too,

shows us the example of our Blessed Lord in

being "led up of the Spirit into the wilderness
to be tempted by the devil, and when He had
fasted forty days and forty nights He was
afterwards an hungered." It is in com-
memoration of this sojourn of our Lord m
the wilderness that the Church ordains
special abstinence and fasting as well as
special services for this holy seascm. If we

Mm iMMIIillHIilMi HMii
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turn to the Ptayer Book we find the Epistle
for Ash Wednesday bids us " Turn ye even
to Me, saith the I^rd with aU your hearts
and with fasting, and with weeping, and with
motuning. " Here we are plainly told to turn
to God, and to do so in deep penitence and
fastmg. Then m the Gospel for the same day
we have caution :

" When ye fast, be not, as
the hypocrites, ofa sad countenance, for they
disfigure their faces that they may appear
unto men to fast. " A fit remmder and wam-mg to all that it is the state of the heart to-
wards Christ, and not an empty show that is
wanted

; that it is a deep penitence and a
sincere desire to be better that is necessary,
and not h3TK)critical posing as a sinner with
no idea of correcting one's sins after Lent
is over. To many, Lent will mean abso-
lutely nothing ; they will not only refuse
to observe it in any way, but will also,
by the most specious arguments, try to
satisfy their conscience, as well as to convince
others, that there- is no reason why Lent
should be kept, that special observances and
additional religious services are but a kind of
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''religious dissipation." To such it is well

nigh useless to try to prove that they are

wrong, for they start determined not to be
convinced. We can only pray that they may
some day come to see that in disregarding

Lent they have allowed to pass great oppor-

tunities for drawing closer to Christ and the

Cross, thus losing the necessary spiritual

strength to be better themselves and to be
a more helpful example to others. As we
stand then on the threshold of Lent, let us
resolve to enter upon that holy time in the
right way. First, we should be sure that

we are truly and honestly repentant for past

sins, and that our resolve to be better and
purer is really sincere. Then we should, as

penitent Christians, seek the Cross of Jesus,

and then try and obtain help and inspiration,

and at the same time try to be practical in

alms-giving and doing good, to show real

results of our determination more closely to

follow Jesus in His sinless life. The best way
to obtain the necessary help is in Holy Com-
mtmion, •vhere in the Blessed Sacrament,

i
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^^Ju"" 'f^""^ ^^^^^y' «^^ ^t spiritual
strength and grace to conquer their sins.

This, too, is in strict accord with St. Paul's
mjunction :

" But to do good and to commun-
icate forget not, for with such sacrifices God
IS well pissed." Then we should avail our-
selves of the frequent Church services, not togo and see our friends and watch those of thegay world go through their Httle show ofkeepmg Lent, but to go, feeUng the weight of
our own sins; again we should seek time for
quiet meditation, as there is no better way
than this to find out our greatest faults

;then, too, we should be active in doing ^oodm alms-givmg, in daUy acts of self-sacrifice'
for nothing so paves the way to true repen-
tance and love for Christ, as the attemptto
help God's poor, and relieve the sorrows and
sufferings of those about us. The^e are ways
of drawmg near to God and to Jesus, and
fastmg and self-mortification are but good
helps to that end, but the one idea that
should prevail in all our efforts during this
Lenten season, should be to draw near to the
Cross, and by looking at i' and calling to
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mind that wondrous Crucifixion of our
Blessed I<ord, to try and realize what an
agony, what a sacrifice was there, and what
that love of Christ was and is. We should
remember, too, that it was our sins that
crucified Him, for He died for the whole
world. Nothing impresses this more than
gazing on the Crucifix, that emblem of Jesus'
love for us—not to worship or adore the
Crucifix, which is but an image, but to see
beneath the rude wood or metal, the meaning
of that sculptured representation. So then,
with true penitence let us begin our Lent with
frequent reUgious services, meditation, pray-
ers, fasting, but above all, with true love self-

sacrifice and charity for others, trying to seek
o'tt and conquer our sins, endtuing all taunts
A gibes in order to draw nearer to Christ,

who died for us and who calls us to His Cross
this holy season. The second Sunday be-
fore Easter is called Passion Sunday, because
on that day our Blessed Lord predicted the
sufferings He was to endure. The Simday
following this is called Palm Sunday, and is

celebrated with great pomp in the Churches

^*
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<rf our Communion, procession of /*rgy and
choristers carrying palms goii»i ,>rcund the
aisles, as our Lord on Palm Si'iH:av yrars ago
wait into Jersualem with the * >wrl\.arrying
pahn branches. It was sin ail di .appoint-
ment that led the Jews to cr'cLy & i.
They had welcomed Him as f':eir T^.s ah
thinking He would be their Kin,; i an^hly sense, leading them agfain t heir
Roman oppressors, restoring the ancient
glory of Israd, a sort of Alexander the Great
who would reign with all the pomp, show and
attributes of temporal power. Thus it was
that on Palm Sunday the mob went with
Chnst strewing palm branches before Him,
and in every way honouring Him, crying
" Hosanna to the Son of David." But they
found that Christ came to teach how to live
and how to die, to rebuke them for their
faults, and so disappointed and furious, on
Good Friday, five days later, that once ador-
mg, but now raging mob, crucified Him,
urged on by sin and disappointment. So it
is now, sin and disappointment makes man
daiy Jesu5?, doubt His word, mock at His

H
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followers, turn into evil paths, avoid all that

is good, and finally to crudfiy Him in their

hearts. Sin hates the light, and Christ is

"the fight of the world. '* Sin hates goodness,

and He is all good ; sin hates reproof, and
His spotless life is a rebuke to all ! So it is

sin makes men cowards and makes thftm

doubt Him, and even to disbelieve in hell,

for they know their lives are leading them
there !

GOOD FRIDAY.

There is no day in the year so full of deep
meaning, so fruitful in its lessons, so stimulate

ing to devotion as this which commemorates
the Crucifixion of our Blessed Lord. Well
may it call out the most willing service for

that dear Master, whose death on the Cross of

Calvary shows us the greatest sacrifice that

the world has ever witnessed, for there we
see Jesus, the Son of Man, dying. in His
humanity, not for empty martyrdom, not for

the glory of the deed, but as a sacrifice to

atone for the sins of the whole world, as our
Intercessor to plead that death before God
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as a "propitiation for our sins. " Step by step
dunng Lent, we have made our way alone that
•'Royal Road of the Holy Cross," through
the sombreness and gloom, the oppression
and soberness, gladly using that time as a rare
opportunity for thorough self-examination
and smcere repentance, and now as we see
loommg up ahead of us the Cross on Calvary
let us try and reaUze more fuUy what agonies
and sufferings were His, who died for us, aU.^d likewise realize the patience and humiKtv
of Him who suffered aU things from the bruti
Romans and disappointed Jews, even aUoW-
ing Himself to be spat upon, that greatest of
aU insults. Let us picture ourselves kneeling
by the Cross on that Good Friday over nine-
teen centuries ago, and as we feel the sacred
blood trickling from that agonized form
round which a mystic light seems to play let
us meditate upon what has happened Ve
see Jesus repeatedly questioned by the High
Priests and Roman Governors ; we see Him
modced by the crowd, and scourged by the
soldiers

; we see Him meekly suffering the
ignommy of being robed as a pseudo king
bearmg uncomplainingly the agony of that
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crown of thorns ; we see Him as He stumbles

long the dusty road, tottering under the

weight of the heavy Cross, repeatedly falling

to the ground, to rise with face and body dis-

figured with blood and dust ; we see Him
even in His trial comforting the weeping

women who meet Him on the road; we see

Him nailed on the Cross, with a thief crucified

on either side ; we see the blood as it pours

from hands and feet and side, and we try to

let it drop on us to wash our sins away ;
we

hear those last words from the Cross, until at

last with a great cry Jesus dies, and thick

darkness hides that awful scene, and even the

hardened stoney-hearted soldiers, the Roman
centurian has to admit :

*• Truly this was the

Son of God." Christ was the Man of Sorrow.

He said, " See if there be any sorrow like

unto my sorrow," and as we meditate upon

the Crucifixion we must begin somewhat to

realize what awful suffering was there, and as

we begin to appreciate it, truly we should feel

the weight of our own sin, so great that it

needed the Son of Almighty God to die in His

humanity to save us.

<l
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As we stand on Calvary and watch thou.tt.« crosses, what 1«^ do^ri,iJS1In that great central cross in that death ofUie

^ u"^\'^ highest, noblest and purest in^ttkmd for Christ was a sinle^ ^-1Umb TOthout spot or blemish,"3 Wfe
life and death were an example ti u^ow tohve and how to die. In thit Crudfied It
;^^!r*e »«atest self-sacrifiStSr
P^aice^^ suffermg, meekness, snbiiS totrt)ds wiU, punty, gentleness, charitv tor^veness of His mnnleren, love t^^'c^-and love towards man. • '

ti,-^'
*°°' " ^°^ *^° crosses on whichthettaeves were crucified, we learn a1^

Z.^^7 ^ *yP'«l of t'^o classT of"a^d. the one thief rai^^andmockmg at Jesus, the other beseechtog Him
st±3f ^^^y «; Wm; the one harden^! and

ift!? "" ^"^ *"- P'-eferring to die in his
wickedness to acknowledging even at lasthis &v.our: the other guilty of just as much
evil perhaps but overcome at last by thegoodness of God and the sense of his own



OR, ALL MADC PLAIN. X55

worthlessness and iinworthiness. They both

see Christ djring there with never a word

of complaint, rebuke or anger; they perceive

what a wondrous divine love it is which

makes Him willing to die, to do His Father's

will and to save mankind, but though they

both see and feel this, the one died repentant

and forgiven by our Lord, the other died

unrepentant to be judged by his Maker.

••Is it nothing to you. all ye who pass by ?"

This is the question that comes to all every

Good Friday, and on how we answer it may
depend our spiritual welfare. If we truly

love our Saviour, if we really acknowledge

Him as our Lord, we will gladly kneel at

the foot of the Cross on Good Friday, at public

worship trjring to show our devotion to the

dear Master. To say we love Him and yet

to disregard this day is an untruth before

God, for no one really loved a dear one, who

would not reverence the memory by some

outward act of remembrance when the day

came around which commemorated the

death. How much more then, when Good

Friday comes around, that day commemor-

»i

• "I
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ating Christ's sdcrifice em *v,^ n

the hdp and comforted Ttren^ ^^"^
comes in the Cross of jSus **^ *^*

The central lesson of tho r.-«»<, • ^t
of selfsacrifice anrf VTt.- ,°^ ** *''^t

should be^LZ "^ ourselves to this

^^ A^^^* *^^ ^^^ I^^ly Sins of

derniiG fooi;*«^ ^r
^^ i«ii5e pnae, all mur-

or drinW in i?^' •
"'t««Perate eating

firpH Wt,«« 1^/ ^ • ^or as Chnst sacri-

sXilo^l^"' '^•^° ''^ ^''""M offer o^-
to d1 His ^i "i";

-<»
•T'' -<• sou.,

Observances ^r SS^ ^dTr^^e^g^^



OR, ALL MADE PLAIN. >57

Communion is never celebrated this day;
the Altar and Church is stripped of its oma-
ments ; the Church is often shrouded in black ; a
strict fast is enjoined; there are special ser-

vices, especially that called the "Three hours of

agony of our blessed Ix>rd/' made up of
prayer, silent meditation, hymns and ad-
dresses on the Seven Words from the Cross,
This service is the one loved by all AngUcans,
and it is a great help towards inciting that
necessary understanding and appreciation
of the Great Sacrifice on this day.

EASTER.

At last comes the glorious day of

His Resurrection, Easter—glorious, bright,

happy Easter It is the time of the year
when even nature puts on a new Ufe, as
if feeling that the lyord has risen. The
trees are putting forth their leaves, the flow-

ers their buds and blossoms, as if symbolic
of a risen life; the warm rays of the sun shine
brightly, as if typical of the Ught of Easter,

and the warmth of devotion, while even the
birds are singing their song erf praise to the

rn M



'5» A 8TRVOOLB FOR THB TRUTH .•

nsea Urd. The Resurrection teaches us
the ttee cardinal virtues of Faith, Hope, and
Chanty, and urges us to trust Christ as did
the Apostles. If we beheve in the Resur-
rection, everything else becomes easy, for
there is nothing more wonderful than thatHe rose bodily from the tomb, to beheve in
whidi wemust have Faith. Likewise, Easter
teaches Hope, that we, too, may rise to life
everUstmg m body aiid soul, if we but fol-
low Him. FmaUy, Easter teaches Charity
which IS love, showing us that to foUow Him'we must love both God and our feUowman'we cannot all be great men or women, butwe^ aU try to do our "duty in that state
of hfe unto which it shall please God to call
us," being meek, lowly, gentle, kind, loving
sympathetic, helping the poor, the sick, the
suffenng, bearing our own crosses and helping
others to bear theirs, so that we may some
day hear these words, "Come ye blessed ofMy Father, receive the kingdom prepared
for you." If we have observed the Lenten
season and have knelt at the cross on Good
Friday, Easter will dawn, bringing to us the
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holiest feeling of joy and gladness. Our
hearts are yet full of the lessons of Good Fri-

day, and with deep love and awe called forth

by our meditations on the Crucifixion of our

Saviour. As the sun rises on Easter morning,

it not only tells us that this day commem-
orates our blessed lyord's Resurrection, but

it reminds us that if our Lent has done us

any good, Easter means to us the beginning

of a risen life. We have, let us hope, dis-

covered during this penitential season our

chief faults and temptations, and have learned

their chief way of attack, and just the oppo-

site of what these our sins are, is what es-

pedaily we ought to try to do, but above
all things, what we ought to do, is to try and

copy Jesus, taking His sinless life as a pat-

tern, for every virtue is therein to be foimd.

And there is no better way to begin this risen

life, than by seeking to find Jesus in the

Blessed Sacrament on the Altar. If we turn

to Holy Scripture we read two beautifu!

facts : that Joseph of Arimathea "begged

the body of Jesus," and that there "cometh

Mary Magdalene early when it was yet dark."
.f|
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How can we do aught els^ than learn tofoUow
the example of those two loving souls, and
early on Easter morning, even if "yet dark "
seek our parish church, and there in Holy
Communion beg "the body of Jesus." Yes
ask G<^ to make us faithful partakers of that
Blessed Sacrament, and to give us our dear
UM-d spmtuaUy present in it. The Holy
Communion is a Sacrament, a sacrifice, a
thanksgivmg, and also an ofifering of our-
selves, as the Prayer Book says, "We offer
and present unto Thee, O Lord, ourselves,
our souls and Bodies," and remembering thi^how careful should we be that these souls and
bodies are clean and pure, and that the heart
that partakes of Christ's love is right to-
wards Him, that the hands that hold the
5»crament are guilty of no sin, that the mouth
that receives the Sacrament has not uttered
impure profane or evil speech, that the
brain has not thought of impure or filthy
stones or jokes, and that the whole bodv

c!?^ ?? 1^"^ commands us, "The Temple
of the^ Holy Ghost," searching and exam-
ining our consciences, and that not Ughtly,
and after the manner of dissemblers with
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God, but so that ye may come holy and clean
to such a heavexUy feast." Let us early an
Easter morning, iull of holy joy and happi-
ness, seek our churches, feeling our hearts
thrill with true Easter joy. The date of the
Easter Festival is determined by the lunar
cycle. Easter was called by the early Chris-
tians the "Queen of Feasts." From time
immemorial the people have been wont to
wear new clothes on Ea^ster day, a custom
as old as the fathers for Saint GregoryNyassa
says that even children did this and that
among their elders, the poor borrowed
clothes from their richer neighbors in order
to do fitting honour to this glorious feast.

ASCENSION DAY.

Forty days after Easter, comes this
great feast, so inseparably connected with
Easter, for as the one means the rising
from the dead, the other means the rising
or ascending into Heaven. The early
Church observed a period of forty days
of p'-iitential gloom and sorrow (Lent),
and •; m a period of forty days of festive
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joy and happiness (Eastertide), looldng
forward to Holy Thursday or Ascension Day,
as the great cuknination of the beautiful
life of Jesus. He hath ascended I Up in the
Highest Heavens He now sitteth at the right
hand of God. "Where all is purity and love
divine; where no ill passions are, but Christ
is, and His saintssurround Him dad in white,
in the light of the shadow of God upon His
throne, forever—and ever—and ever."

An old English custom on Ascension Day
was to carry in processionals two banners,
one that of a dragon, the other that of a
lion, respectively S3rmbolizing how the earth
was cursed through man's sin and given over
to Satan (the dragon), and then rescued by
Christ (the Lion of the Tribe of Judah), by
His Resurrection and Ascension. Another
beautiful legend of the Church regarding
Ascension Day, is that of the angels singing
antiphonally in the heavens. Then the
lowest ctioir sing on Ascension Day, "Who
is the King of Glory?," and are answered by
the other side, "The Lord strong and Mighty,
even the Lord mighty in battle." Then the
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nwrt highest chdr takes up the refrain.
**Who IS the King of Glory?," and theyar^
answed "Even the Ixjrd of Hosts, He is
the King of Glory." So the strains go re-
sounding from choir to choir ever ascending
until they reach the highest heavens and the
whole of the spiritual realms are swelling
with the praise of the Lord and the Lamb
once slain. "Who is the King of Glory ?"
"The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord of
Hosts, He is the King oi Glory."

The Church during Eastertide, anticipates
somewhat the glorious Ascension of our
Blessed Lord, and sees in these two great
feasts of Easter and Ascension the two great
lessons for all Easter teaching that we must
rise from the tomb of sin, whose arms wrap
us in the cerements of the grave of moral
death, and drag us down to the depths of hell,
and Ascension showing that we must ascend
triumphant over the sorrows, the affairs
and the temptations of the world, looking
to Him, who, if we sufficiently trust Him,
will ever give us the necessary strength and
grace to conquer every trial.

)\
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All of US have probably experienced at
<!ome time in our life that feeling of hatred
uf our sins and disgust at the little progress
we make in correcting them, and sometimes
this feeling grows to one of despair, and we
think "We can never conquer our faults!"
O! if we could but get away from these
little worries and trials, and be at rest and
peace, then it would all be so easy, we could
be so good, or in the words of the Psalmist,
"O, that I had wings like a dove : for then
would I flee away and be at rest." That is

weakness, that is defeat, for much as we long
for it, that is not our portion in this earthly
life, for continual rest means but the giving
up the fight against "the world, the flesh,

and the devil," in exchange for what is

spiritual languor—^not real rest, and^ (Which
ends in eternal death I We will ever have
our trials, our annoyances, our temptation
and our sorrows, attacking each one in a
different way, but our duty is to fight and
conquer and bear them.

One man we will see rising superior to

the greatest sufferings that come in a life-
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time, but succumbing to little petty worries*
another who has philosophically borne many
a httle trial,and has appeared to be a model
Christian, goes down before some over-
whelmmg sorrow, which the other bore like
a hero. So it is all the world through. So
Easter and Ascension come, with their help
and comfort, telling us to rise and ascend
never wavering, never faltering, strong in
the strength that comes m Faith in Jesus, in
ourown patient struggle to copy His beautiful
Irfe, and m that life giving grace and help in
the Blessed Sacrament of His Body and
Blood, wherein Jesus gives Himself to us
Charles Kmgsley once wrote, "Whenever
you think of the Lord's Resurrection and
Ascension, remember always that the back
ground of His triumph is a tomb. Re-
member that it is the triumph over suffering •

a triumph of One who still bears the prints
of the nails in His sacred hands and feet
and the wound of the spear in His side-
hke many a poor soul who has followed Him'
triumphant at last, and yet scarred, and
only not maimed in the hard battle of life."
Perhaps some persons are domg better than

J:
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they think and when this life is over
their friends may fed thatthey "entertained
angels unawares."

The Sunday after Ascension Day is called

Expectation Sunday, signifying that the
Church is looking for the Comforter to come
on Pentecost.

THE FEAST OF PENTECOST
OR WHirSUN-DAY.

This is one of the great feasts of the Chuch,
and is lull of the greatest hope and comfort,
for it tells of the Descent of the Holy Ghost.
In olden times it was thought that between
Ascension and Whitsun-Day Christ was ^
cending through the nine choirs of Angels, so
that all could worship Him, and that on
Whitsun-Day He seat^ Himself at the right

hard of the Father and poured down His
Holy Spirit.

With the gift of this Holy Spirit descend-
ing in tongues of fire upon the Apostles, was
given the mystical power of the Church, in-

stituted and commissioned by Christ Himself.
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The Sunday next to Whitsun-Day is the
Feast of Trinity, kept in honour of the
Blessed Trinity. The Trinity season has
some twenty-four Sundays appropriated to
It, and carries us into Advent.

These are the great festivals in honour of
our Blessed I^rd. Beside these, there are aU
Sundays dedicated to Him, as Sunday is God's
own day, and also those festivals to the Bless-
ed Virgin and others, het us glance briefly
at these and see what we can learn.

SxJNDAYS : It has now been the custom
for centuries to set apart this first day of the
week for worship to God, as God's own day.

In honour of our Blessed Lord's Resur-
rection, the Church substituted this day for
the Seventh or Saturday, the Sabbath of the
Jewish people, relegating that day to the place
of ordmary days and transferring the greater
religious observances and the commands of
the Decalogue to Sunday. In this age, so full
of comforts, luxuries and riches, so wonderful
for its discoveries and achievements, there is a
great danger of man in his pride forgetting
that he holds his sovereignty over nature only

Zi\
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through permissiQii of God, and so disregard-

ing h& Biaker, his Lord, his Judge, and the

day the Lord claims for His own.

Sunday, the day dedicated to the Sun of

Righteousness, of which the first object is

that it should be used for His worship. It is

also J. day of rest. The Prayer Book pro-

vides fcm: the celebration erf the Holy Eudiar-
ist on every Lord's Day, and its omissicm

from the services of the day is a grave de-

parture from the Spirit erf Christianity as

well as from the rule of the Church. In this

short paragraph is contained the whole duty
for Stmday wordiip to God and rest.

The Psalmist says, " I will always give

thanks unto the Lord," and again " Like as

the heart desireth the water brooks, so kmg-
eth my soul after Thee, O God." How
many to-day, sad to say coukl not say these

words honestly. They do not long for God,

they do not care to give thanks, they do not

even care to renounce " the devil and all his

works, the vain pomp and glory of the worW
with all coveteous desires of the same, and

the sinful desires of the flesh," which their
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sponsors promised with God's help that they
would give up at Holy Baptism—no, as one
of our Bishops says " Men do not retain God
in their hearts, they prefer money-getting,
pleasiu-e; passion, Uterature, aesthetics, any-
thing rather than God."

But there are some who love to keep Sun-
day, who instead of passing it merely in
pleasure and joUity—-often dissipation—re-
gard it as the happiest day in the week, and
gladly seek theh- Churches earl> in the morn-
ing to mike their Communien, feeling that
service is the one that Christ ordained and
there rendo- thanks to Almighty God few all
His blessings, for their creation, thdr life, this
beautiful world, what measure <rf good is

theirs for His tender care, but above all other
things for the Incarnation, Death, and Pas-
sion, Resurrection and Ascension oi the lyord

Jesus. Then after rendering this service to
God, and if opportunity offers attending
other services, the faitHul Christian may
indulge the balance <rf the day in hoatst rest
or pure enjoyment, feeling the happiness
which comes in having rendered his thanks
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and worship to God, as a Bishop says " serve

God and be cheerftd."

So Sunday is the Lord's Day and Holy
Communion, the I/jrd's own service." In the
Primitive Church on the first day of the week
the Sacrifice of the Son of God was always
fittingly commemorated by the celebration

of the Holy Communion, and I believe that

the piety of Apostolic days will be revived

and spiritually increased when the Lord's

own service shall be observed on the Lord's
own day."

OTHER FESTIVALS.

Festivals of the Blessed Virgin.

The Feast of the Purification of the Blessed

Virgin commemorates the fortieth day after

Christmas, or the time that Saint Mary ap-

peared with Jesus in the Temple for the pur-

pose of Churching and Presentation, as com-
manded by theM Jewish Law. This feast

is afeo called in the Prayer Book " The Pre-

sentation of Christ in the Temple," but the

ancknt name was Candle-mas Day, from the

cust(an of marching in procession about the

Churches.



OR, ALL ICADB PLAIN. X7I

An old ctistom connected with this day is

the burning of the greens used in decorating
Churches for Christmas, the ancient plan
being to retain these decorations until Candle-
mas Day. The Greek word for this festival

means " a meeting," signifying that between
Simeon and Anna, when Christ was pre-
sented in the Temple, and Simeon called our
Blessed Lord " a Light to Ughten the Gentiles.

Thb Annunciation of thb Blbssbd
Virgin is a festival occuring on March 25th,
and commemorates the day that the Angel
Gabriel appeared to Mary and told her that
she was highly favoured among women, and
was to be the motherof God. This festival is

sometimes called Lady Day.

Au, Saints' Day : This great festival,

dedicated to the many Saints not otherwise
specially remembered, and also to the dear
departed ones, is closely associated with All
Souls' Day.

The Church believes that dtuing life God
gives the human soul grace sufficient to
escape damnation, and that each one is

judged for his deeds, words and thoughts

^\\
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during life, and that afterdeath the soulgoesto
the place of departed spirits, to await the
Judgment Day. The Church holds further
that nothing defiled can enter Heaven, so
that therefore, the souls of the faithful giow in
grace and undergo a change in Paradise, and
that during this time of waiting the Church
Militant on earth remembers the Church Ex-
pectant in Paradise, feeling that it both bene-
fits them and us, but not that it can affect the
final judgment, as we are judged by our earth-
ly life. The Church also beUeves that there is

a gulf between the good and the bad in the
place of departed spirits, this bdief being
borne out by scripture. Saint Luke XVI,
26, "And beside this, between us and you
there is a great gulf fixed: so that they
which would pass from thence to you cannot

;

neither can they pass to us, that would come
thence". The inscriptions on the Catacombs
contain many prayers.

On All Saints' Day the Anglican Com-
munion calls all to her Churches to make
their Commtmion and to join in the song of
thanksgiving of the ransomed ones in Para-
dise, who worship God and say "Blessing and
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glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and
honour and power and might be unto our
God forever and ever, amen," believing as we
pray that they may rest from their labours
and that our petitions may help them, but
not as the Roman Church wrongly believes,

that the departed may atone in the next
world and Be pardoned there for sin done in
this.

St. Michael and All Angels : This
festival, often called Michaelmas Day, is one
commemorative of the Holy Angels, whom
we cannot but think mingle with us in our
daily life, and frequently tmder God's guid-
ance incline us to good deeds, and turn us
away from evil. They are mentioned con-
stantly all through the Bible, and in our Prayer
Book, in the Sanctus of the Holy Communion
Service we speak of their joining with us
when we say: "Therefore with Angels and
Archangels and all the company of Heaven,
we laud and magnify, Thy glorious Name."

The festival in li(Miour of the Saints and
the Holy Innocents do not require any elabor-

tion, as their names are indicative of our
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reason for commemorating them and doinir
them honour.

OTHER FASTS.

Fridays ; It has also been a devout
practice of the Church to keep all Fridays as
commemorative of Good Friday, forever re-
membered as the day of om Saviour's Cruci-
fixion. As Good Friday is to the whole year,
so in a less marked degree should each Friday
be to the week, and it is with this intention
that the Church has always approved of
special abstinence and fasting on this day.

Embbr Days : These occur four times a
year, being the Wednesday, Friday and
Saturday after the first Sunday in Lent,
Whitsun-Day, September 14th, and Decem-
ber 13th, the four Sundays appointed for
Ordinations, when all people are expected to
meet tpgetho- and specially pray for God's
blessing on the clergy of the Church and those
about to join its ranks, through the solemn
service <rf Ordination.

Rogation Days : These are the Monday,
TtKsday and Wednesday before Ascension
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Day, and are to be used as special days of

asking God for His blessing. So we year by
year, in our service of praise and worship,

commemorate in order the events in our
Lord's life, His Virgin Mother, the /.postles,

the Saints and the Angels, trying by this to
bring out more prominently the central

truths they illustrate, and striving to arouse
more love and more devotion in those, the
children of the Holy Catholic Church.

Those who take pains to observe each day,
each festival, each fast in this Church year,

will experience a love for the Church, and a
love for the Saviour, that they never before

experienced, and will also have a far deeper
appreciation as to how each day has its teach-

ing for our everyday life, and if observed can
do much to keep us on our way to that goal
for which we all strive, where, with Saints and
Angels we hope to behold the Beatific Vision

of the Lamb of God, who taketh away the
sins of the world.
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SPECIAL PRAYERS.
A PRAYER FOR ANY HOUR OF THE DAY.
O Blessed Jesu, give us the gift of Thy

holy love, pardon of all our sins, and grace to
persevere unto the end. Amen.

FOR THE CHURCH.
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose

Spmt the whole body of the Church is gov-
erned and sanctified ; receive our supplica-
tions and prayers which we offer before Thee
for all estates of men in Thy Holy
Church, that every member of the same, in his
vocation and ministry, may truly and godly
serve Thee. Through our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. Amen.

FOR THE BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE.

Almighty God, giver of all good things,
who by Thy Holy Spirit hast appointed
divers orders of ministers in Thy Church
mercifully behold Thy servant, the Bishop of
this diocese, and so replenish him with the
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truth of Thy doctrine, and adorn him with the
innocency of life, that both by wcwd and deed,
he ipsty faithfully serve Thee in His office, to
the glory of Thy Name and the edifying and
well governing of Thy Chiu-ch. Through the
merits of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who liveth
and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost,
world without end. Amen.

FOR THE CLERGY.

Most merciful Father, we beseech Thee
to send down upon Thy servants, our pastors
and overseers, Thy heavenly blessing, and so
endue them with Thy Holy Spirit, that they
preaching Thy word, maynot only be earnest
to reprove, beseech, and rebuke with all
patience and doctrine, but alsomay be to such
as believe a wholesome example in word, in
conversation, in love, in faith, in chastity, in
purity, that fulfilUng their course, at the latter
day they may receive the crown of righteous-
ness, laid up by the Lord, the righteous Judge.
Who liveth and reigneth, one God, with Thee
and the Holy Ghost, world without end.
Amen.
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FOR MISSIONARIES.
Remember, O Lor^, the Bishops, well be-

loved of Thee, and all others whom Thou hast
called to labom- among the heathen, and'mi-
converted, especially—that bythemThyHoly
Name be for ever glorified, and Thy blessed
kingdom enlarged. Through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

FOR UNBELIEVERS.
O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, and ever-

lasting God, we pray Thee that Thou wouldst
make the path of Thy truth and wisdom
plain before those who wander imcertainly
and doubtfully in the darkness of this world,
thatwhen the eyes of their hearts are opened',
they may acknowledge Thee One God, the
Father in the Son, and the Son in the Father
and the Holy Ghost, and may attain the
reward of this confession in the world to
come. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

FOR ALL IN raSERY.
Relieve and comfort all the pereecuted

and afflicted
: speak peace to troubled con-

^K™°-3a«5rt
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sciences, strengthen the weak : confirm the
strong: instruct the ignorant: deliver the op-
pressedfromhim that spoileth him , and reUeve
the needy that hath no helper : and bring us
all by the waters of comfort and in the ways
of righteousness to the kingdom of rest and
glory. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

FOR THE USE OF TRAVELERS.

O Lord, save Thy servant, who putteth
his trust in Thee ,and grantme , I beseech Thee,
a prosperous journey, a peaceful time, and a
happy return. I give Thee thanks for that
Thou hast brought me thus far in safety on
my way, and preserved me from the perils and
dangers thereof. May I proceed under the
guidance of Thy holy Angels, to the place
whither I would go, and return from thence,
in health and safety, to my own home and at
last enter the gate of eternal life. Through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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FOR HUSBAND AND WIFE,
O God, who hast joined with me

in the Holy Estate of Matrimony, give us
grace to love one another with a holy love, as
Christ has loved His spouse in the Church.
May we Uve together as heirs of the grace of
eternal life (and bring up the children which
Thou hast given to us in Thy faith and fear),
and hereafter be amongst the members of that
Church triumphant, which Christ will re-
ceive to Himself to be with Him forever, for
the same Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.

FOR THOSE r-»i»OSED TO
TEMPTATIONS.

O God, who wiliest not the death of a
smner, protect with Thy heavenly aid those
who are exposed to special temptations
(especialy—) , and grant that , in the fulfilment
of Thy commandments, they may be streng-
thened by the assistance of Thy grace.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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AGAINST SELF-DECEPTION.

O God, who hc^t warned us that the heart
is deceitful above all things

;
give us wisdom

to know our shortcomings, errors, and secret
faults, and mercifully cleansing us therefrom,
keep us from the temptation of spiritual
pride. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

FOR A GOD-CHUD.
Bless, O Lord, my God-child

grant that all carnal affections may die in
him (or her), and that all things belonging to
the Spirit may Hve and grow in him. Grant
that he may have power and strength to have
victory, and to triumph against the devil, the
world, and the flesh

; grant that he may be
enduedwith heavenly virtues , and everlasting-
ly rewarded through Thy mercy, O Blessed
Lord God. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

FOR ONE ABOUT TO BE CONFIRMED.
Bless, O Lord God, Thy servant (or Thy

child) N . . . . who is about to receive the
Holy Rite of Confirmation. Prepare him by
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Thy Grace that he may come with prayer and
faith to that Holy Mystery, and receive the
fuUness of those spiritual gifts which Thou
dost lead us to expect therein, so that he may
have strength to resist aU sin, and grace to
persevere unto the end forJesus Christ's sake
Amen.

FOR A SICK PERSON.
O Thou, who art the Physician of body

and soul, have mercy upon Thy sick servant
.

.
.

.
.

.
. .. Bless tlie means taken for his

(or her) recovery, so that he may be speedily
restored to health and strength. But what-
ever be Thy wiU concerning his mortal body,
grant that this affliction may be blessed to the
salvation of his soul. This we beg for Jesus
Christ's sake. Amen.

FOR THE CONVERSION OF A SINNER.
Almighty God, who wouldst not the

death of a sinner, but rather that he should
be converted and Hve, have mercy upon
V- ), who is living in open sin (or in
neglect of the means of grace), give him true
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^epentaxxce, a lively faith in the merits of Thy
dear Son; forgive him all his sins, and make
him earnestly desirous to please Thee, for

Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.

FOR ALL WOUEN WITH CHILD AM) FOR
UNBORN CHILDREN.

O Lord God, who art the Father of them
that Trust in Thee, and shewest mercy to a
thousand generations of them that fear Thee,

have mercy upon all women great with child

,

be pleased to give them a joyful and a safe

deliverance : and let Thy grace preserve the

fruit of their womb, and conduct them to

the holy sacrament of baptism, that they,

being regenerated by Thy Spirit , and adopted
into thy family, and the portion and duty of

sons, may live to the glory of God , to the com-

fort of their parents and friends, to the

edification of the Christian commonwealth,

and the salvation of their own s. ils, through

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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EJACULATIONS AND SHORT HEDITATIONS
TO BE USED IN THE NIGHT,

WHEN WE AVAKE.

vo«f^^ ^!? ^^ '^ "°*
• coniniime with

f^'11 W ^^ "P°° your bed, and be still.

Th^ T
^^^1^'''^ "" P^^ ^^ sleep, for

1 hou, Lord, cmly makest me to dwell in safety.

O Father of Spirits, and the God of aU

H^ni pt""^
^^''^ ^^ ^^y "I^ aU sick anddymg Chnstians, and receive the souls which

iiiou hast redeemed, returning unto Thee.

Blessed are they that dwell in the heaven-
ly Jerusalem, where there is no need of the
sun, neitherot the moon , to shine in it, for the

^^1,^5 ^^^^'^^t.^^ *^^^^ shall be no
night there

, and they need no candle
the Lord God giveth them light and M
shall reign for ever and ever.

AnJ^f'^u^*^- ?? ^u'^^'K'
wresthng with the

^^fr^J''^^; ^^ *^^" ^^^° importunate



i / •ymn

OK, ALL MADE PLAIN. «8S

Meditate on the Angel .passing over the
children of Israel, and destro3dng the Eg3i>-
tians, for disobedience and oppression. l4ay
for the grace of obedience and charity, and for

the Divine protection.

Meditate on the Angel who destroyed in

a night the whole army of the Assjrrians fi>r

fornication. Call to mind the sins of thy
youth, the sins of thy bed ; and say, with
David, "My reins chasten me in the night

season, and my soul refuseth comfort."
Pray for pardon and the grace of chastity.

Meditate on the agonies of ChriLt in the

garden. His sadness and afi^ction all that

night ; and thank and adore Him for His
love that made Him suffer so much for Thee ;

and hate thy sins which made it necessary for

the Son of God to suffer so much.

Meditate on the four last things. (i)The
certainty of death, (2) The terrors of the

day of judgment, (3) The joys of heaven,

(4) The pains of hell ; and the eternity of

both.
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ThinJc upon aU the friends which arc irone
before thee, and pray that Dod would mnt
to thee to meet them in a joyful resurrection.
pe day of the Lord wiU come as a thief

in the night
; in the which the heavens shaUI^ away with a great noise, andthe elements

shaU melt with fervent heat, the earth alsoand the works that are therem shaU be burnt

!!?'^-^T^ ^^^ *^^^ ^ t^«se things ShaU
be dissolved, what manner of persons ought
y. 2 to be m aU holy conversation and jrod-
hness, lookmg for and hastening unto thecommg of the day of God.

lord m mercy remember Tliy servant in
the day of judgment.

n^^^? ?S,^^
answer for me, O Lord my

God. In Thee O Lord, have I trusted : letme never be confounded. Ami.

^ ^^^^gg^J??/,^^ FOR A SICKPERSON AT THE POINT OF
DEPARTURE.

See Prayer Book Visitation of the Sick.
This should never be neglected to be said

at the bedside as the spirit is departing
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O Almighty God, with whom do live the
spirits of just men made perfect, after they are

delivfr*jd from their earthly prisons ; we
humbi> commend the soul of this thy servant,

our dear brother, (or ) into Thy hands,
as into the hands of a faithful Creator, and
most merciful Saviour ; most humbly be-

seeching Thee that it may be precious in Thy.
sight. Wash it, we pray Thee, in the blood
of that immaculate Lamb, that was slain to

take away the sins of the world ; that what-
soever defilements it may have contracted

in the midst of this miserable and naughty
world, through the lusts of the flesh or the

wiles of Satan, being purged and done away,
it may be presented piu-e and without
spot before Thee. And teach us who survive

,

in this and other like daily spectacles of

mortality, to see how frail and uncertain our
own condition is ; and so to number our
days, that we may seriously apply our hearts

to that holy and heavenly wisdom, whilst we
live here, which may in the end bring us to

life everlasting, through the merits of Jesus
Christ, thine only Son our Lord. Amen.

i

»



rAA A STKVOnii; FOR TH« TKUTR :

PRAYER.
See Prayer Book Burial of the Dead.

.
Almighty God, v ith whom do live thespmt. of them that depart hence L theUnra

,
Md with whom the souk of the faithful

after they an. delivered from the burdS^ of
' Th. u'J^^."^ J°y and fehcity

; we give

?w ^^l *^^' ^^^ ^^^ it hath pleSSThee to ddiver this our brother out ofX
?S!r.f.°5

this sinful world ;bese^g
Thee that it may please Thee, of Thy gracious
goodness, shortly to accomplish the nSr
cwt Thme elect and to hasten Thy kingdom
that we with all those that are departedS^ faith of Thy holy Name, n^ay have ourP^ect consummation and bUss, both inbody and soul, in Thy eternal and everlas??

aL^^^ '
*^°"^h J^"s Christ our I^rd.

God of the living, in Whose eyes
Unveil'd Thy whole creation lies ;
All souls are Thine; we must not say
inat those are dead who pass away
I^rr tn this;'our world'of flesh set free,
w c know them living unto Thee.

mm
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Not spUt like water on the ground

,

Not wrapp'd in dreamless sleep profound,
Not wandering in unknown despair,
Beyond Thy Vuice, Thine Arm, Thy care;

Not left to lie like fallen tree,

—

Not dead, but living unto Thee.

Hymn 608, A. and M
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TKflTIMONIALS

•• From a cunofy examination of A St«uoolb for

THS Truth : Or All Made Plain, I fed eure it will

fin ft useful place in these day» 6f wiquiry ,a« to the

why and wherefore of the faith and practice of the

Church of England."
CHARLES DARLING.

Rector of the Church of S. Mary Magdalene.

Toronto, June 15th, 1907.

Mr. Alf . S. Malcolm writes :
" I consider you have

ft very complete manual from an Anglican Catholic

standpoint, and one that ought to have a large circu-

IfttionV I look upon it as a first-class edu^tor . ^,

•'With test wishes for you in your undertakmg.
Smith's Falls, Ont.

6a4 King Edward Ave.,
Ottawa.

My dear friend and former Catediume,—I was

ddiriited to receive your book, suid read it with great

pleuure. It will prove of considerable help for those

you intend it. I am pleased to recommend it, as it is

tiie book that is required at the present time.

Venr truly. )««/"gj^ERY.
Rector of Kemptville.

The Rev. S. D. Hague says : " All ui the ^

of excellent character. I hope you will be su

«n planting such good seed widely.

ok is

iul

,.,1
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TESTIMONIALS

The Rev. Canon Ingles writes " I am quite •ttrel
that A Strvoglb for the Truth will be a great hei#
in "making plain" to many oi our communiG»nA^
and others, things not now understood, and helpv
them to become more intelligent Churchmen.'* ^k

May X5th, 1907. f

Tkut9

The Rectory^ Wales, Ont.,
Annunciation of B.V.M.,

To the Author,'^A Struggle for the ..w.«>
reached me on Saturday, and I have gone through H
pretty thoroughly. I congratulate you very henrtfly
on the production of sudi a useful little woric.
( It is a book which dergytnen can use to great
advantage in the parkh, and is especially suital^
for newly-confirmed members of the Church,.

Please send me one dozen copies.
Yours very sincerely,

. CHAS. 6. CARSON.

%

I

•

(

I

. -Belleville, March a6th, 1907.
To the Author,—Your most excellent little book

to hand. I have no doubt it will fill a long-felt want
for a simplified and abbreviated exposition of Cathdlic
truth as taught by the old Catholic and Apostolic
Church of the Anglo-Saxon race. I am sure it -wHl
meet with the approval of all Churchmen and Church-
women, young anu old, who require a plain simvle,
and abbreviated explanation of the Church's teadiing.

; Ycnm truly,

D. H. ACKERILL,
Anglican Catholic. ;
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