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FIRST REPORT

[ N

The Specla.l Commlttee appomted’ to mqulre mto the e

" causes’ whlch prevent or retard t:he ‘settlement of the

‘ Eastern Townshlps in the. D1stncts of Three Rwers, St.

Francls, and Quebec, and -to report ‘on the mostf eff‘ectual

- means of promotmg the settlement of, the said ToWnshlps

"and to whom were referred several Pent:lons on, the : same

subject, with power to send for persons, papers, and’ re-
cords, and. report thereon from time. tq nme, have the

"~ honor to present their First Report : f e e

. - Your Committee have begun to mvestggate the Sub‘]ect'
sibmitted to their conmderatmn, and have th;g [day ex-

amined A. Polette, Esquire, M. P. P.;as'a vmneSS. This

gentleman has given his evxdence before ‘the Giommmtee,

a,nd laid before them "as formmg part thereof, ‘a’ certain

document headed, “ Le Canadien éngr;mt, ou pourquozz i

¢l Canadzen;Frangazs quitte-t-il le -Bas-Canada?”". pub-

lished on the 31st of March last, by the Re"verend James -

‘ Nelhgan, Curé, and others, Mlssxonarxes in: thev Eastern :

“Townships; both the evidence and the sa1d>docwmeut are

- annexed to this Report. u
Your Comrmttee thmk that. the translatlon imox Enghsh‘ o

of ‘the sald evidence, w1th the. document accampanymg it, <

- would be of great advantage to such of the Members as

do not understand the French language ;. the résearches. o

‘and mvestigatmns which ‘the Commlttee .are desu'ous of t

pressing as much as: lies'in their power, WOukL thus suﬂ'er s

nodelay T ve
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“Wherefore Your Committee ‘humbly submit the above
facts to the con51derat10n of Your Honorable House, and

. recommend the translatlon of Mr. i’olettes evidence, to-

gether with the’ above menmoned document, into- the
English language: -

The whole respectfully submltted

~T. FORTIER
oL Cha_lrm@n..
~ ~ 18th June, 1851.
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- TUESDAY, 17t/z sze, 1801 ' |
THOMAS PORTIER Dsq, in the Chzur.~ ‘

Antame Polette, Esqmre, one of the Members of the o

Committee, is exammed as fo]}ows

"Be pleased to state’ to the Commlttee what are the

causes Whlch have retarded the settlement of ‘the Town-
‘shlps in Lovver Canada L—-Vamous causes have contri-'
‘buted to retard ‘the settlement of the Townshlps, but as .
“they are amply . detailed in a pamphlet intituled, “Le

. Canadzen émigrant, ow pourquoi le Canadzeﬂ-Frangazs o

T« quztte-t—zl le Bas-Canada ?” pubhshed on the. thlrty-ﬁrst
) “of March ]a,st by the Reverend James Nelhgan, C’ure, and
otherq Mlsmona,mes in the Eastern Townships, Itake the
: hberty of laymo- ‘that document before the Commlttee
{I could ouve no ‘better answer than the contents of that

“pemphlet to the questmn now put ¢ to ‘me, nor shall I say

: anythmﬂ in addmon thereto ' S

Ri

o







APPENDIX.

———

i

2

Why does the Freich Canadian abandon Lower Canadat =

FRENCH CANADIAN EMIGR ANT;

. NN’\.’\.‘V\.‘\/\.‘\.‘\.‘\.\’\

To declare at once openly and frankly, that it is our inten-
tion to inflict on‘the public a long essay on the settlement
of waste lands, tired as it must be of ‘that endless subject, so
 often treated and -with so little suceess; would ‘perhaps be a
sufficient warning to close the-book at ance ; and yet, with that
" probable fate before us, we must pray for a hearing. o
" We cannot conceal from ourselves the truth, that our taskis

. .adifficult one. In’ the performarnce. of a work, which is

. emphatically a labour of, love and of ‘pégtxjiotifsm, we expect
to rouse the ill-will and the opposition ~of all those. whose
opinions, perhaps whose interests are crossed by the truths

Which we must tell. * Criticism may excite alaugh at such .
labours as ours ; may we hope that it will not seriously damage - P

‘ourcause? . .. T
- :.On one ‘hand, “at least, we find encouragement, “His

. Excellenty the Governor General, replying in July, 1848, t0 .~ -
@ Memorial presented by the Catholic 'Bishop: of Montreal, - - R

" uttered expressions which gave general satiSfactiqn‘tthug’h-' o

out Lower “Cana,dg,.' “His ‘Exc@@;;y 1is of opinion- that

" the 'ﬁu;'ur'e" greatness and prosperity of Canada will depend in” "~ -

 great measure on the profitable-use of  the lands now waste * -

" and uriproductive; and “His Excellency considers that ‘the
- Most profitable. use to- be. made of them, will ‘be to- COver

. them with a population of industrious, moral and contented R

- settlers.”
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« Let us spr ead ourselyes widely over the land,” some one

has said, “that is the right way to preserve our na,t}onahty
Yes, “letus enter on the land and: possess it,” in all its

breadth ; dear as it is to' us on many aceounts, let us transmit

it'to our children improved, covered, embellished with national -
‘and religious monuments, the work -of our hands. Our.
"'descefnd.mts lovingit-as we do, will bless our memory and will
_consider thcmse]ves bound, by oratitude, by countless tradi-
.. tions, which we shall leave behind us, to preserve their

country, ‘their ]anmmwe their mstltunons, laws, customs,
manners and chamctu ; and the national spirit- will have

- gained a new element of vitality.  Ie were no Canadian, no

French Canadian, who had not at -heart the speedy settle-

"ment of the waste lands of Lower Canada by his ‘fellow .
countrymien. This is at least: our earnest prayer -and the .

impulse which dictates our pr esent addiess.

~ Like many others, seeing our fellow citizens W'mder forth
“to a foreign land, in search of bread and liberty, thus sacri-
ficing the finest, noblest feelihgs of the human hemt—the‘
love of their native land—and thmnnw the popuhtl(m yearby
_year; we have been impelled to-pronounce it to be the urgent,

the parmnnunt duty of some one to labour to thhs’rand the

tide of emigration, by showing the advantages which’ the
: Wandelels abroad lmvc behind thcm, the resources of. certain
sections of our country, and the obsmclcs ‘which might pre-.
~ vent the easy acquisition and- suceessful culture of the lands

of -their choice. Tar be it from us to say that those whose
duty it more especially was to care for these matters, have
failed in that duty. No: .many -efforts have been.made, and
much information collected, nany schemes of celonization

" have been broached and set on foot, or attempted to be set .

on foot. But have these .schemes ‘these efforts been suc-

“ cessful in any degree cor responding to the sanguine hopes
of the projectors?- We think not. 'The question then arises,

“ Can‘any thing be done at this late hour to favour the settle=

" ment of waste Lmds7 \Ve smceleh believe there can, and

would have all true lover s of thcu country to believe so too.

7
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- Of those who have been led to. consider the settlunent of
ihe waste lands of .the country, some, involved in the ques-
tions which divide political parties, have hardly found time to
examine the true state of things with their own eyes; others,

: resndm« too far from the sections of the country most favour- -
able and most accessible to colonization, have failed to attain
“that accurate- knowledge of details, which is needed in
-+ formipg and in carrying out plans for mnoving large bodies of
~ - people to new locations, and ‘in surmounting the obstacles -
which may obstruct them. “Some, themselves great proprie-
. tors, had intercsts of their own to consult, and did consult
- them, to the great detriment of the settlers, and, as a neces-
- sary consequence, of the country in general; others, friends
of the great propnetm s, and lgndmrr themsélves to -their

mtu’ests, cornbmed with_ them to shacklc and impede the . o
e movement “The’ number of those, comprised in these two

classes, is consxdcr'xble, and their influence so great, that it
may be well suspected of being the main hindrance to the
success of the means hlthert«; use,d “And it is for this reason,
 that we appeal to public opinion, well assured that their pri-
vate interests will not long be permitted to rival and defeat
the general g rrood of the country, and that, whenever the .
. public have a Just notion of the right means of promeéting- .
the settlement of the waste lands of the Province, and of |
the obstacles which lie in thie way;. the task of the Lemslator,
. in smoothing the Way and removing the obstaclcs will be an
" easy one. - :

‘Muy we be permitted tosay that we are, more than others,
competent to point out these means*—these obstacles ! We.
may certainly claim some degree of authornty in. the consi
deration of the matter. Twelve in number, spféad over a
part of the country. which: deserves, more than any nthes,
the notice of our emigrating citizens, and having each of us
passed more of less. tire in the Eastern Townshlps, know -
mg the situation of the settler, through our daily, and familiar
mtercourse with him, we consider the task belongs of rlght to
usof makmfr the country which we inhabit, and lts numerous

- B :

-
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,relate only to the Eastern Tov

»of the country.
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[

o advantages Jmown to our fellow countlymen We have

considered it a duty, to.indace ‘those of our brethren who
are about to quit their native homes, not to leave their country
without first visiting' the Eastern Townshlps and makmg
themselves quite certain, that they 'will find superior
advantages elsewhere. We have arrived at the conclu--

_sion, -in- fact thay it is our duty to lay bare, with an

unflinching hand, "the impediments to a speedy and pros- -
perous “settlement of the waste lands of the Townshlps,

and to - shew at the same time -the means of - removing

them, in order that we may bénefit to the fullest -extent
the settler and the country in general. It is" needless to
say, that we have colleeted all the facts and data within
our reach, in support ‘of the measures which we recom-

‘mend, and that' our mission and office ought to raise us - |

far above any suspicion of a private and partlcular interest, -

to' be furthered by this‘development of our views.

We shall strictly confine ourselves to the statement of

- facts of which we are certain. Our suggestions may be
.. unseasonable, perhaps futile, even impracticable. The pub-
"lic will judge ot these partlculars We claim, however, its

" favourable constructlon of our motives and our intentions.

'We say again, that what we are about to advance will
hships, and especially those -
i6ts-of Saint Francis, Three

compnsed within .the dist;

‘Rivers, and Quebec; buy our. observations on these may -

occasionally apply equally. to the ‘settlement of other parts e

”T:HE ~EAST1§RN TdWNsmrs. a

el Eastem Townshxps, properly so called, is that great.
tent of ‘habitable and fertile country, contained between

" the Chambly and Chaud:ere Rivers, in one dlrectlon, and

between the frontier lines of Maine, Vermont and New

* Hampshire, and the seigniories of the districts of Montreal,
“Samt Francis, Three Rlvers and part of Quebec, in the"

%
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other. This vast territory promises to become at no dist- |
ant period, the richest the most populous, and the most
flourishing part of Lower Canada; not only on account of
its climate, milder than that of the shores of the Saint
- Lawrence, of the immense extent of excellent and fertile
soil which it includes, and of its abundant streams of water,
but also, and. ;more especially, because that part of our fine
country borders on. the territory of our industrious nalg,h-
" bours, and nhust be traversed by the main lines of communi-
cation between the two countries, as by the railroad from
: Montreal to Melbourne on the Saint Francls, ‘and from

Melbom ne 'to Portland on the Atlantlc, and soon hercafter,._ '

we trust, by that from Melboume to Quebec. A

The six great counties which the Eastern Townshlps '
"comp(rlse, Sherbrooke, Stanstead, Shefford, ] WlSSlsqu()], Dium-
mond and Megantic, contain according to Mr. Bouchette’s
h cpmputatlon, 4:886,400 acres of land, and their populatxon
" does not, according to the (appr oximate) returns: of the .
Population of -Lower Canada of 1848, exceed 69,168 souls. .
* In‘order to arrive at an (approximate) estimate of the num- -

“bers which the Eastern Townships mxght contain, we will” - .

suppose that two-thirds only of the superficial acres, that is
8,257,600 acres, are occupied, omitting the other third as
. worthless and unproductive, and allow ‘one hupdred acres
to every settler, the result will be 32,576 landed propnetors :
In 1842, the number of rateable landed propnetors in Upper
‘Canada was about 65,000, the number of acres in occupa-
tion, 8,618, 591, making 133 acres each; the population of
~ Upper Canada was then 486,055. - We may therefore con-
clude, without fear of bemcr charged with exaggeration, that -
. the population of the Eastern Townships will soon reach the

_ number 0f243,027 souls, that is to say, a number equal to half
the entire population of Lower Canada in 1831. - We would
have the reader to observe, that the computation of 1,628,-
800'acres as unproduotlve, is far beyond the mark, inasmuch -
as the Eastern Townships, like Upper Canada, contam tracts
- of land considered to' be unproductive, but very fit, in fact,
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. for cultlvatlon, and needing nothlng to render them valuable, .
but the application of a oood system of dramage
The featares of the.country which we are describing, are
in general varied and exceedingly interesting. No one can
~ havedravelled from Port Saint Francis to Rock Island, espe-‘
* cially in summer, without experiencing the most’ delightful -
~impressions. What are the scenes, which do, in fact present .
themselves, as we advance into these Townshlps 1" Here-a
valley whose fertility is strangely contrasted with the. gloomy “
aspect of the forest we have left, there the eye rests in the
distance on a swellmcr hill no less fertlle, whose eaey slope
" we; may ascend almost without percelvmg it. We fol--
low the course of the Saint Francis. At certain points.
the level glound is limited to the breadth of the'road : on
_one side, we see hundreds of feet below us, the Saint Fran-
cis, on the other we are-hemmed in by a stécp precipice’
rising far above our heads. Issulna forth from a defile, the :
perils: of ‘which are not devoid of attraction, we come upon
areach of the river here widened by an island, smiling with
verdure ; on one hand, we have a solitary farm-house, or a
little hamlet whose neatness.and even elegance may - .smooth -
the brow of the most ardent speculator ; on the other a cas-
‘cade, a factory,”a mill, around which are grouped elegant
and tasteful dwelhn(rs, and, no uncommon obJect a pletty
\ vxllag\;s church.
" There_are a considerable number of v1llages in the inha-
bited part of the Townslnps and each distinguished by its
_particular: kind of beauty. In one, the surroundm(r ]andscape
- charms the eye; in another the bulldmgs, constructed in a
“varied and capricious style ; while of a third the most striking

.. featureisits 51tuat10n, at the foot of a mountain, on the border

of alake. Every Townshlp, in any degree settled, has its .
village, some ‘possess two. In the Township of Ascot, are
Sherbiooke and. Lenng)xvdle ; in Shipton, Rlchmond and
. Danville ; in- Grantham, Drummondville ; with many others,
- scattéred throughout the various Townshlps ‘The town of -

-Sherbrooke is but a v1llage more cons1derable than the rest,

P
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and yielding in beauty to none.. The nearer we approach
to the frontier, the greater the appearance of prosperxty ;and -
thére the earliest settlements were made. : '
This extensive territory is abundantly watered : by the
Saint Francis Whlch has two main springs, namely Lake Saint
. anncxs, situated.- between the counties' of Megantic and
Sher brooke,_ and. Lake Mémphramagog, upon the frentier of
~Vermont by the rivers Nicolet, Bccancour, Chaudiére, and
by others less considerable. The river Magog, passing through
the town of, Sherbrooke, furnishes water-power to : several
" manufzctories of cotton, wool, iron, paper and pails.  As soon
- as the Railroad reaches that point, the watel-power of ‘the
Magog, which is considerable, will add greatly to the 1mport—°
ance of the town. The: river Bécancour might be easily
made mvm'tble, by means of a cheap canal, from the fallsin .
Inverness to Black Lake, a distance of . only five mlles From -
this point, the Saint Francis, watering the Townships of ‘
Garthby, Weedon, Dudswell Westbury and Ascot, affords a
che'lp and easy means: of communication with Sherbrooke,

_ in the very heart of the Eastern Townshlps The import-
* -ance of ‘this water communication, which passes through a-
© tract of country, a hundred and on¢ miles in lenvth may
easily be conceived, It apens out to the labours of the agriz
culturist, and the enterpnsegof the merchant, the beautiful
- valley, watered" by ‘the Bécancour and the Saint Francis,
destined to bzcom> ‘one day one of the richest sectxons of”

the Eastern Townships. :
" Throughout the vast tract of country we are descrlbmg,.‘
we find a great number of petty streams, affording water
power, which might be turned to profitable account, with
no great outlay of capital. - Here we. ‘may remark, tha& the
' Townships are free from the burthens of the Seiguiorial
‘Tenure, and we accordingly find mills and factornes, in :
_all the settled parts of the country. They are therefore .

©'destined to become the seat of ‘manufactures ; and the abun-

dant water-power will be a perennial source of wealth.
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Much eloquence of disquisition-ias heretofore been ex~
pended on this question of settling the-Townships ; and, to:
a certain point, we cannot refuse our assent to its state-
‘ments. - A barren assent is, however, nothing to the pur- . *
pose. At the risk of being considered tedious, we must
enter into, details, even of. a minute chgracter, and mvoke
the patlence of the reader accordingly.

A prejudice is entertained by many persons against the
fertility of a cer tain description of land in the Townships,
and it happens to be precisely that which is the most eli-
gible for the new. settler. 'We mean the. hlgh hard—wood
“lands. ' o

The Eastern Townshlps are mostly mountamouq and -
" this quality centributes not a,little, to'confer the pictur esque
beauty described above. In such a country, there are
"lands of every kind.: low interval, always difficult to clear

- and drain;.-and high hard- wood land, easy to be cleared, and:
requiring no-artificial dramage This definite distinction
ought to shew sufﬁclently the supenomy of the high lands. -

" On these latter, the trees stand far apart, and the land is -
cultivable, before the stumps are rotted out.. Thcy are
likewise, natura]ly drained, so that, in the very first year, 3
 after ‘the labour of cléaring is completed, a crop may be

' rmsed often the best:they ever yield; the soil makes a
gratef‘ul and immediate return to its propn,etor, for the.
preference, by which he has dxstmfruxshed it. N ot so, how-
ever, with the low or interval lands: these ca,nnot be cul-

. tivated until the stumps are all removed, or nearly so, a
‘work of great expense, if sought to be effected in lessthan .
~ ten years, while considerable labour. is req 1sxte‘§m drain- -
ing, before the ¢rop can be putin.” The hard-wood stumps

L "- soon rot, and are extracted without trouble, in six or seven

years after the clearing of the land. Meantime the! \settler‘ -
..can work his land, without much trouble.. .The hardkwood
ashes become black salts, whlch often pay for the c]earmg -

~ of the land. It were lost time’ to make black salts out of -~

| soﬁ-wood ashes, on account of the small proportxon whlch ‘

¢
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they yxeld It will be easxly nderstood, that it is much

© less expensive to make and keep up the roads on high than

on low lands, dlfﬁcult of dramag Iti is moreover acknow.
ledged, that the grass, which grows on the uplands, is su-

perior to the produce of the intervals; and this is perhaps, -
the true cause of the supermnty of the Township cattle >
" over others. Itisa recognized fact; that cattle six or seven
years old, which seem to have attained their growth in

the Seigniories, being sent to graze m the Townshlps, con-

~ tinue to increase -in size, in‘a- wonderful manner. Are we
not to ascribe th:s to the excellent quality of the grass and -
the pasturage! We are in no condition to make the as-
~surance, but ‘a few facts in support of the supposmon,v
- would appear not to be misplaced. :
About eighteen years ago, a Canadlan family arnved in .

‘the spring, to'settle in KmO'sey 1t consisted of the father, . -
. »mother, and nine.young c\hlldren CAs a ﬁther of a famlly,

he must have possessed ugusual courage, inasmuch as all
his ca.pltal couslsted of three weeks’ provisions, and furni-

~ ture'in a prpgomon equally, scanty. - In three weeks this
hardy pioneer had inade blac)imalts enough, to lay inanew
stock of provisions. The same spring, he p\lt in a crop,

and that and his labour su(ﬁced for the maintenance of his

abandon an ungrateful soil. They settled on high land in

Durhain. * By degrees, their condition was improved, apd _
. they were enabled to educate, at one of the first institu- -
‘ tions, a member of the family whom we: could name, were
'we not prevented by dehcacy towards a person, who now
fills an eminent position in society.—It were easy to mul- ..
: t;p]y mstances of this kind, Many facts, thh mlght

,i’
<
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" family through the twelve months. Inthe following
~ spring, he was able to sow ‘a more considerable breadth; 4
and ever since has continued to prosper. Hisland is' paid
 for, his children are settled .and he is now in easy cu‘cum? -
: stances.—For ‘many years an Irish. family, having' settled
~on low land in Grantham, struggled with a degree ‘of in~ ¢
‘ dlgence bordcung on mendicity; when they determn;ked to.
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~ illustrate our position, have also, no doubt, escaped our re-

- searches. - But, it is objected, these lands arestony, rocky,.. _f "

and soon worn out. ~I"acts must again farnish our answer
to this objection. There. is in Shipton a farier, who,
twenty years 2go, Was only a day-labourer.. It may be
interesting to inquire ‘what-is the, surplus produce of his
farm at this day. We will take the present year, which
does not differ from the preceding ones, giving round num-
bers, in. whlch we pledge ourselves, however, that there is
.. no exaggeratlon. This prosperous farmer has sold, since
the antumn, cattle to the amount of £75; pork, for £22
- -10s.; butter, for £50 or £60; the hay which he can spare
. will bring him £20 or £30, and the potatoes £12 10s. or
thereabouts. The produce of his farm therefore brings
.him in yearly a handsome income of £200.  We ‘beg the
“reader to take notice that all the articles above menti-
‘oned -are over and above what he makes use of, for the
maintenance of his family and of his numerous cattle and
. other live stock. This is pretty well for Jand which is
‘% goon worn out” Three other farmers,. settlers of the -
‘same standing, and in the same neighbourhood, on the
" most .stony land in the country, have succeeded nearly.
~'as well. One of them derives a satisfaetory revenue from
the very stones, ‘which- have been made a subject of re-
proach to his farm. A quarry, yielding stone of .an excel-
lent quality, has been opened upon it, which serves to make
lime, and when dressed is made use of in the construction
of the bridge, for the railroad, over the Saint Francis at
Richmond. "It is useless to mnltxp]y instances.” What
~ some have done, cannot all do? If all do not ‘succeed
equally well, we should ‘not, at any rate, blame the soil,
~while the fault lies rather in the mode of culture. And
this advantage attends the Canadian settlers.in Townships,
~ already- in part settled by foreigners, that they acquire
u ‘from them a better systemi of farming, especially applica- -
- ble to high lands, on whlch the ordmary or routine s sttem»
ould ﬁnd N0 SUCCESS,
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~ It has been remarked; that Townships, settled Qexclusi_volly
by Canadians, have made no progress; whilé in other Town-
ships, such as Halifax, Somerset, Stanfield; Arthabaska,

" Chester and Warwick, Canadian settlers on lands -very

similar have succeeded very well, ‘because they have

- - adopted the plans and management of the foreign settlers in -

the neighboy yrhood. They have had a kind of model-farm

.comtrmtly before them, and have. profited by it. If we-

have trespassed too long on 'the patience of the reader, it is

with. a view to overcome .a prejudice unfaveurable to -

‘colomzatu)n Anothor word before c!osmo' thls chapter'

the othcrs solid profit. Cin an; one hcsxtate in the chonce )

he ought to make ?

I would not here be out.of season; to protest against the
_unmeasured reproaches cast on ‘the Canadians.of the Town-:

ships for their poverty. ’Iml), there are among them, as
elsewhere, some who arc none “of “fortunes favourites.

- The very nature of things shows that this must ever be the
. case in a new -settlement. Particular circumstances have

co-operated with ordinary causes, to impede the adyance-
ment of the French Cdnadmn in the Bastern Townships.
These we shall find occasion to unveil herealter.. Meap—
-~ while we. may: sa,fe]) assert that, aftér a fair comparison,
the' new settlements in the Townshlps. have’ progressed,
"these ten or a dozen' yedars past, in a greater mtlo than
these -of .the Selo'mm ies. : :
Cur pu,ceJmO' stdtements ‘ought to show su(ﬁcxently to

the most incredulous the fertility of those-lands which have.’
~ been'most decried as barren. Yes, the lands of the Town.- .
ships are indeed fertile; and -this fertility, combined with.
the other advantages which they offer to the settler, ren-

. ders them the most desirable in the. country, : and is a rea-
.son ‘why the French Canadian would vamly seek else-

- where an_equal amount of prosperity. The’ salubrious

climate of this part of the country assures to him as much

health as may depend on climate. Its rich soil, its water-

¢
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- power, its mmerals, its. tlmber—so capable of belng turned
~ to proﬁtable account, and a system of agriculture more
o perfect, it must be confessed than that which prevailsin -
~ other parts of the country, even the breeds of ‘domestic
animals superior to those of the Selgmones, form a com-
bination of advantages which will always guarantee to
~ him a supply of necessaries and even superfluities g O'reater
than any other locality in Lower Canada can offer.
Why then should the French Canadian emxgmte to a
foreign country? -Pocs he'scek alarger share of the goods of -
Fortune? If Fortune smiles on him in a forugn land, he may
perhaps realize a portion of his wishes; but the respect, the
esteem’ of his fellow-citizens, the prosperity which he may
enjoy among forelgnels will never make him forget his

country. bmylncr in his native land, can he not enjoy -all

these things, amidst his brethren, ‘his friends, his felow-
dountrymen 7 In the land of his exile, will the sun shine as
pleasantly on him as in his own native country ! At the last -
.closing scene, new friends- may- gather round his death-bed ;.
will ‘they be able’ to efface from his memory the friends of
his childhood, the bright hours of his infancy? or will she be
there who watched . over him in the cradle, who has shed
* many bitter tears for his absence? will she be thcre to receive
hislast sigh, an 1 lighten' to him the dark horrors of the tomb ?
But we. are wandering from . the subject. ' Hitherto we, -
have looked only on the advanta.gcs offered by our Town-
ship’ Lmnds we have passed unnoticed the obstacles Whlch '
_obstruct the settler: They exist however, and some of a
nature not now to be rémoved; to others it is not yet too

a late to apply the appwpuate 1emedy

. To the -emigrait, it is no matter of reproach that he )1as ‘

' qultted his country It is-vain, to.invite him to share the

advantages to- be found at home, if these advantages are
more. than counterbalanced by obstacles which he can never
* overcome. - Our appeal lies then to those whom their posi-
* tion. and their influence enable to provide a. remedy for"
~ these crying evils. From their hands the  country expects _

Al .
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prompt actnon, unremlttmor efforts, until these obstacles are

as far as poss1ble swept away.

It is no half-measures which are now called for ;- we de- '

mand prompt, . decisive, energetic action—above. all, we

. would have despatch. Each day, each year’s delay, is the
loss of so.much profit to our fellow citizens, -an ‘advantage
never to be regained. It is-no time to hesitate, when we
know, beyond a doubt, by ‘the report of the Special Com-
mittee, naimed to enquire into the causes and. extent of the

.emlglatlon to the United States, that, duung the five years
preceding 1849, more than 25,000 of our fellow-countrymen "

quitted Canada. * If our country had, like Ireland, an excess
“of population, tp be driven forth; if thetrue-born. child of
the soil ‘could not acquire in it his portion, on which he

might settle and gain honourable bread; if, in his native
country, the lot of the- French Canadian was to be only
beggary, then - the emxgratlon of our fcllow—cOuntrymen;

would be ablessing, not acalamity. But it'is not so.. " And

is not then this- emigration of our brethren from a country,

. still in its infancy, of the lands of which a. small part only

" are cleared, and which needs to import men and capital from -

other countries, a subject of astonishment ?, ?. Qught not the

bare fact (to make use of the -very expressmns of the Com-
‘mittee,)-fo “awakeri the attention of the legislator, and urge

. him to inquire, whether all be indeed. well in-an order of

things, which it' is his duty to direct and modlfy ! whether™

it be the fault of nature herself denying his due advantages

to the Chlld of..the soil which banishes hlm, or ‘whether it -

be. not rathur the fault of socxety, which "has neclected to - -

open out to her child the free ﬁeld Whlch nature spreadf

before him 1”7 '

Must not every true Canadmn bewail the daxly loss of $0..

"large a number of families who abandon the fairest portlons .

of thelr country and its institutions, to seek the States of

. "Maine and Vermont? Have we made efforts worthy of
. the cause, to retain-our brethren on their native soil? Has

natule been ungzacmus and niggardly to our country. Far
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. from thls, for whom has she done more than f01 the mhablt-
‘ant ‘of Lower Canada? I these be questions to any
' requlrmcr solution, let him cast his eyes on the south side of
the St. Lawrence, from the river C‘hambly to the Chaudiére,
on our marrmﬁcent forests of clm, maple, pine, hickory, bass-
wood, ash and tamarack, on .which the axe of the pioneer
has not yet struck a blow ; let him ¢onsider the rivers, the
lakes, the sfreams, so beneficial to mechanic industry ; let -
" him'admire, in the days of harvest, the riches and the fertility -
- of the soil of the Eastern. TOWHShlp‘i ; and let him then say,
whether our efforts, to people the most important section .of
“our beautiful country, do not deserve our utmost zeal;.let’
“him tell us, whether, to'withstand the progress of an emi-
~gration so fatal, so ruinous, it is not his own bounden
'~ duty, to unite With us, in opposing to it a sufficient lmmer? '
.. The .eloquent and zcalous father of this almost’ national
- cause, the Abhé O'Re eilly, first invited the attention. of the.
~public to the Eastern - Townskips, and his -patriotic appeal
met with a remdy and a general answer.  Associations were
organized at Quebec, qut;eal, Three Rivers and several .
- other places. The Government; to its honor be- it said, -
- liberally seconded the motxon, by at once lowering the price -
of the Crown Lands, in certain of the Townships, and even.
- makingfree grants in others. But hds every tlﬁnn been done'
~ that could e done! Does nopart of the Work remain in
ébeyanc‘e7 If the leglslature———solu possessor.of the power—
~ stops short in the ‘prosecution of the work, in the perform--
. ance of a sacred duty, from whence and. from ‘whom - can’.
- this richly endpwed, this heavﬂy oppreseed distriet expect’
the development of its resources. We. doclare, with. painful

’ 'feehngs indeed, -but with the smccrest oonthlon of its -~

truth, that much more than las been done remains todo; and,”

. witha. ﬁnu conviction of its.truth also, we can endorse that

‘momentous: dcclaratxon of M. M. Cartier and' Labruére of -

o St Hyacmth “the settlement of the wild lands is probably "

_ the most’ 1mportant work which the Government has, at the

e vpresent ‘moment, on its ‘hands?”
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For these two years past, Parliament has not ceased o
inquire, thlough its committees, concerning the, means to
be-adopted, in order to keep our young men at home. From -
one end of the country to the other, the answer has been
unanimous : ' Find lunds for them where they may settic on
Savourable term3 ;— Remove “the abslaclcs which prevent

 the seltlement of the wild lands in the Lastern 70wn\ths'
0pen free cammumcalzmzs bl/ land and water »-—-Improue; J
the main lines qf road already open ,—Gwe us cpcer]tly an
eﬁcvent road law ;—and you cannot fail to heal this spread-

. ing ulcer of the country, the sc f-bamahmcnt of our youthy-— .
“the main-spring of our country’s wealth,” as the Abbé L
‘Ferland rightly calls them. . S .

Thus the’ causes unfavorahle to colomsatlon are these~ L
the high price of land ; the burdensome conditions 1mposed e
by certain great propmctms occdslonally the utter i impos- '
sxbllrty of acqunmcr land, inasimuch as the. proprietor Is. '
unknown ; and the w ant of roads, and frée commumcatmns«

w_-—by land and water; bur the master-evil consists in thb, that -
* alarge part of the eastern township lands has fillen into |
- the hands of a small nuimber of pmpnetms whose only aim |
R speculatlon These are tlie obstacles SR
: Convinced of the neccssxty of speedily- remuvmg these _
-« - it- becomes our. part to suggest, with sincere humxhty, the
" means which’ we' thmk bcst adapted to thc happy end. e
- These are:— . . y AL .

1. To lay a tax of one. penny per acre on all wzld Iauds,‘
belonfrmrr to thc men to thc Clergy Reserves,fa.nd to the .
'»'great proprietors. ) : o

2. To. establish an efﬁclent 1oad~law, adapted to the

Wf‘jwants :md circumstances of the locahty R R

-8, To open: good hnes of commumcatlon, and 1mprove: .

the prmclpa,l roads already made. I

v, s ‘.

© L. Tolay a tax of one.penny. per*aé.:re' 61{,:111 wild Tands.

y
“
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, With blttel guef we have 1t to sa,y, that in this most
‘ 1mportant section of our country, the larger part of the
unconceded lands has passed from the hands of Govern— '
ment. Show us the Canadian, who has one spark of love
. _for his country; that does not burn with indignation at the
monopohszr of vast tracts of land by. men, . who not
ounly themse]ves refuse to occupy them, but by every species™ -
of exaction prevent otheré from settling on them ! Judging
by the letters-patent granting these Iands the sales were
always made by Government, with the intention of further-
ing, rather than- retarding, their settlement; but the
privileged class-of proprietors have defeated that intention,
by raising the prices .of land, and fixing them at a .rate o
- which renders them unattainable; and they have succeeded,

. in shamefully diyerting to their owh profit and advantage
the harvest of the settlers’ toil. Is it matter. then of -sur-
. prise that the youth of Canada flee the country? The

Lmeans of the population. not answering the abominable
. e*&pectanons of these great monopohsts, is it matter of
- surprise that. the excess of population rearedin the old set-
tlements, should go tc seek in: a'neighbouring country the -
‘ protectlon ﬁom lngustlce which they cannot find at home ?
Have we not a right to say, and to be believed when we

-say,, that this is the truc cause of % ruin and deca)

‘Lower Canada ? . Yes, these lar ge proprietors, barring the
' natui'afsfnead of the population, are mainly, paltxcqlarly,

and more than all' other causes, ‘the authors of the self-
bamshment of our fellow. countl ymen ; the brlght future
of our country is thus offered up a sacrifice to the sordid
interest of those who traffic in its necessities. There is
matter for deep and bitter reflection in'the fact, that while -
" Lower Canada freely, hberally opens her bosom 16 the
. emigrant {rom Eur rope, the descendants of its first settlers,

. whose ‘patient and persevering .industry in peace, and-
whose bravery in war have done every ‘thing for the
improvement and the defenceof this part of Her Majesty’s .
dominions, (the very expressions used by His Excellency
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in hxs answer to the address bef‘ore quoted,) are . driven to -
quit their native soil, to seck a home in a land where their
beloved traditions and institutions are tunknown. :
The'Abbé Ferland, late I’rincipalof Nicolet: College,
"in his answer to the questions, addrefésed to him by
. the Special Committee, (29th May, 1849 ) sa)s : “Between
- the River St. Lawrence and the Umted States frontier, the
" cultivable lands may be divided into three belts, running
parallel to the River.” “The nearest.belt to the St. Law-
~. rence includes.the Seigniories, in \Vhlch there are still lands;
_to be had.” The second belt is 15 leagues in breadth, by
25 or 30. learrues in lenoth The t}urd belt extends to the
frontier. It is this portion which has been thrown open .
. by the patriotism of our ministers, to the youth of Lower
‘Canada.” “The second bélt,” says M. Ferland, “divided
among a small number of large land-holders, has beconie
‘the domain of monopoly The labourer there is made use

. of with admirable patlencc and intelligence ; and when his .

Tast drop of sweat has been gathered, and his last rag torn
. from him, he -is sent back to the Setfrmorxes, or driven
towards the United States. He is at liberty to go forth, af’
the head of his family, to i increase. the crowd of French '
Canadian beggars.” > ‘

- The Townships of: Nelson, Inverness, Dorset, Tring, -
' Somerset Maddington, - Halifax, Wolfstown, Blandford,

- . Stanfold, Arthabaska, Warwick,- Chester, .Bu]slg‘ode, ng—,

~ sey, Horton, Aston, Windsor, Tingwick, Shipton, Acton, &c.,
and a number of others, are mcluded within - this secon(l
belt; and we are bound to confess and declare, that’ these
vast domains, the property of large proprietors, remain
_an insurmountable barrier, between the old settlements of
_vthe seigniories and the new settlements of the Eastern
_Townships. B : .
« Agriculture in the Townshlps,” says Mr Ehsha.
_ Gustin, of Stanstead, in his answer to the Special Com-
mittee,  is generally speaking, in a depressed and émbar-

. ressed condition, especially’ among the ordinary class of

R
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farmers.” «This state of things results from the enormous .
“prices, demanded for land, by the great landliolders.”
.« The poor settler is cruelly hartassed by them, and is
often driven unrcmunerated for his ardaous toil, from the
land which he has cleared.” «Thus places, which now
appear deserted, and threaten to become a second time a

wilderness, should be the dbodes of men, and teem again

with plenty.” If the speculations of’these great proprie-
tors were but the *leviti'mate use of the fruits of 1101;eét ‘
industry, the resuits of 1mprovemcnts ‘or the.fair returns of
capital invested in these lands, such speculatxons would be
inthe natural order of things,and nothing could be oh, jected
to the process. But they are far from possessing such a
character of justice and equlty .Let us consider for a

. moment how these thmgs are reaﬂy managed. M(my of

the great lamdholdexs are unknown; Whother it be that
they find their advantage in keeping out of sight, in order
to come at a later date, and expel fromn his farm, improved
by years of toil—an honest settler, who awaited but the .
_appearance of the ewner, to pay its just value ; or whether
they find it prolitable to keep aloof, in-order to evade the
_statute labour which they ought to share. Others, residing
- far from these their possessions, take little thought about a
~property of comparatwely small value so situated. Occa-
sionally these different pariies litigate "the possession of
: cermm lands,' and law-suits are sometimes lenvthened '
out for years, so as to arrest the progress of the settlement.
‘Others have agents duly authorised "to sell lands, and
receive the price of them, and well skilled in collecting the
“value of the timber cut on their lots, but’ vested with' no -
' authority to pay their due contributions for roads and other
necessary works. Until lately, these agents could not be
sued for their neglect to perform their statute labour for
‘the lands of which they are constltuted the guardians.
. Sothat these fortunate land-holders have succeeded by the
‘ help of a little sleight of hand like this, in evadmg their
share of publie statute labour, without losmg a farthmg

-
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. . of the revenue of their lands, and'have thus been able to
throw on the small band of new settlers, during their early
struggles in a newly opened Township, the heavy burden

_of making and repairing budges, roads, &c., unless the
latter choose to do without them, and to put up with a state
of things, which they only can understand, whose portion it
has been to travel roads forming the outlets of new clear- '
ings. * Of course the more extensive and numerous the

", clearings in a locality,—the greater the amount of roads,

- drainage and other mmrovements,mthe greater the value of -

- the adjacent wild lands ; but the valae.added to them, by L

these ‘means, cannot Just]y be said to belong to the great
proprietors. Not their labour, their capital, have given to
~ them this.added value, but the labour of the sett'el-—-the
~ sweat of the settler’s brow. :

We have painted the relation between the early sett]er
and the large Jandholder, in its least offenswe colours. How‘"
: Hmany are there of the latter, who are not satisfied with
“merely evading their due share of statute labour, with the

results of that slow-m‘oVing process by which the working .
~man adds value to their ddmainé' ‘In the hands of cer-
tain of them, a farm becomes a very pitfall. A man takes

’possession of it, in good faith, buoyant with hope, heedless o
of the fate which awaits him. Too soon, after a few =

" years’ occupation, does he. find out the trap into which he .
has fallen, and is driven forth in rags and poverty.- Another

succeeds to his hopes, and to his disappointment. 'l‘hese, - |

. ‘we may be told, ar¢ the exceptions, such barbar ity is not
- -thé common. law. Unhapplly facts in our possession
which we will cite, vouch but too well. for its prevalence.
* _What is the price of lands in Stanfold, Somerset, Halifax,
Chester, &c.! Usually from twelve to’ seventeen shillings
per acre ; one propnetor in Acton, asks twenty—ﬁve shil-
_ lings per acre; and in Arthabaska, the exorbitant and
impudent demand has been made of forty-sxx shillings and
. eight pence per acre, for lands situated on the Provincial -

road. Several, who had occupxed some of these lands for
. , ¢
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~ years, were thus obliged, by the enormous price asked, to
abandon their improvements. It is right to observe, by .
the way, that the owner holds no less than 10,000 acres, .
a grant from Government, dated 30th Septembel 1802; and
that; at this rate of valuation, the fifty-four lots which com- -
pose his fair domain, would produce £25,200 for woodlots!
In fine, since the great proprietors are aware that the rail-
road, from Montreal to Richmond, will cut through their:
. lands, some refuse to'sell, at any price, lots which had been

. settled on and cleared in good faith ; and the- ‘poor pioneer

is driven from the.soil which he has watered with the drops
of his heart’s toil, which he has painfully redeemed from
‘the Wllderness, and invariably without pay or reward.

‘Such is the faté reserved this year for a dozen families

© o in Stanfold. Two months are hardly passed, since. several

settlers, in the north part of Halifax, were notified to qult
their lahds. = Poor wretches, worn down already with toil
“and privations of all kinds, whither will_ you flee for pro-
tection and for refuge ? - Will you again venture on the
" painful career of a pioneer? . How much rather may we
fear; that you will 'seek your bread in . a foreign land, at
the cost, which too many pay, of your rehfnon and your
morals.
- Inthe Township of Bulstrode where there are nearly
 fifty families, established in the 11th and 12th Ranoes, three

* or even four individuals present themselves every year,

‘patent in hand, claiming to be proprietors of the lots occu-
pied by the settlers ; rio doubt some of them calculate on
. the ignorance and the simplicity of these poor people; and, -
- all the while,the lands of these settlers are despéxled of "
_ the best of their timber,and they must endure the wrong. -
* This could never happen, if the law compelled the large
proprletors to register, in the office of the Clerk of the g
Municipal Council of the Township, their names, their
place of residence, and the number of their lots.
Last year, forty Scotch families, settlers of ten years’
standing, on the North American Land Company’s lands in .
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Weedon, were dmven, by the ernormous pmce per acre

" demanded by the Company, doubled by the accumulated

interest of several years, to quit their lands, and to ‘settle
on Government lands in Winslow : the only reward of theu'

- toil, the curses which they vented on the Directors of the

Company. Is this state of things to be borne? and is it .

_ really supposed that while it exists, ‘the ‘settlement of the
" Eastern. Townships can be. ‘rapidly effected?. Is it not
“truth incontrov ertible, that as long as the Legislature -

provides no remedy for these evils, vain will be all efforts
to give headway to colonization, to which these- domains .
of the speculators will always oﬁ'er an 1nsuperable bar-

~rier?

Far be f‘rom us the thouo'ht of vxolently robbmcr and

~ dispossessing the large. proprietors of their lands. The

- rights of property are sacred and inviolable ; but, inas- -

much as all agree that these large grants of wild lands,

which, for prospective gains, are left to nature, are ‘a bar -

“to the settlement of the most important part of Lower . -
- Canada, can Government refuse to listen to the cry of the
' public, raised from one end of Canada to. the other? s it
“hot the moktsacred duty of a good government, to minister

to the first wants of the people? Isthe state not therefore
bound by. every principle of justice, to facilitate, by every -

_ means in its power, the settlement of -the waste lands?
- That is the first want of the people of Lower Canada. -

Were it needful to _sacrifice the interests of a few md1~ '

‘vlduals, in order to end an evil- ‘universally felt, it appears
- to us-that a Government ought not to hesitate to make the
. sacrifice. In the case now under consxderatlon, Govern-

ment is_in no such ddemma No injustice is demanded ; -
it is required ‘only that a long series of acts of injustice -

_ should now terminate, that the Idrge landholders should be

called to order, and made to bear their portion of the

_ burthens ‘of the staté. Amendments  of the Mumclpal :
Law were passed in - the last Session of Parliament, =

. authorxzmg the sale of Iand the propnetors of Whlch are
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' ahbsent, and likewise enabling the ;}Iﬁnicipai;*"(}ounqils. to
levy a tax of one halfpenny in the pénd, on all properties -

situated within each Municipality. Are these amendments

sufficient? We think that they'leave a great deal to be
- desired. 'The public voice lequlres something more than

this light tax ; the large px‘opme-tors being able to exercise

a certain influence 'in the. assessment of propertics, it -

would be, in many cases, greatly diminished. Maoreover, it
is optional with the Council to impose it or not, and it fol-

" Jows that it will not always be imposed, and that many of

* the large proprietors will still escape it, and still'do nothing

to repair the wrong which theyihave done to the country.

" The welfare of the Eastern Townships and of the. country,
and the principle which protects the weak against the
strong and powerful, call therefore: for a local organiza- -
‘tion in' virtue of which, it may be lawful to tax all wild
“lands, to the ‘extent of at least one penny per acre. 'Then,
and not till then, can. the country admit, that it has had-

_justice done to it agamst those large proprietors, when

" they have begun to repair the wrong which they have

done. Then,and not till then, will the lands fall from the
fictitious value, at which they are now held, to their intrin-

sic worth, providing only that they shall still be subject - ‘

to those burthens which of right belong to them Then

. will the settlement of the Townships advance in carnest,

@

fed by the influx of the sons of labour from every quarter;
#for the best, the only way,” says Mr. Watts, member for..

the County of Drummond, “to advance the settlement of
the wild lands, is to render the possessxon Qf them bur- '

thensome to speculators,”

_ Dr. Boutillier, member for tlfe county of St. Hyacmth .
in his lefter addreéssed to the Canadien, on the 81st De- -

“cember, 1850, observes judiciously, that the 5,500,000

acres of land, comprised, by his calculation, in the Eastern

"Townshlps, would produce, by means of this light tax of

-

one penuy per acre, the sum of £22,916 annually. Qup- :

- posing’ even . that this light tax of one penny per acre
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should yield no more than £15,000 )eall), that sum, judi-

cmusly laid out in repairing old roads, er making new ‘

ones, would of itself be a great boon to the couritry.-

We consider it our duty to invite the attention of Go-
vernment to a clauseof the Act 12 Vict. cap. 31, amending
_the Act for the management and disposal of the Public

Lands, in which it is:enacted, « That all lands upon the - |

grant of which fees were payable,. and which fees are

" “now due, or upon which’ settlement duties remain to be

performed, or the performance of such settlement duties
to be proved, shall be forfeited at the end of two years
from the passing’ of this Act, unless such fees shall be duly

paid, and such ‘settlement duties- duly performed, and the

performance theréof proved to the satisfaction of the Go-

vernor in Council, within the said period: Provided al-

ways, that nothing in this Act contained, shall be held to.

apply to free grants of fifty acres, made upon the hnes of
public roads, as provided by the twenty-sixth section of _

the Act hereby amended.” According to ‘this clause, a
considerable number of lots ought to have been confis-
cated, from and after the 30th May of the present year,
the day on which the two years expired, from the passing
- of the Act cited; for we are witnesses, that the majority
of the great proprietors are far from having fulfilled the

vCOl’ldlthﬂS, on which their grants were made. “An inquiry; .
in"the 'different localities, conducted by the agents for -

. Crown Lands, would moreover bring to light many frauds

and exactions which many of these gentlemen, Wlth Pu- .

ni¢ faith, claim a, right to practise. - :
We cannot close this article, without advertmo to the
- oppressive conditions imposed on settlers on clergy lots.

* The price of their land per acre is, in the first mstance, )
four shillings ; but the settler is-bound, moreover, to pay a -

rent during the - term of his occupatxon, at the followmfr
rates: . . '

.- “For the first term of seven ‘years, 25 slnlhngs per
o year.’ » ST
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“Tor the second term of seven years, 50. shﬂhngs per

year.” . :

“ For the third ferm of seven years, 75 shﬂlmtrs per

year.” :
A clergy lot of two hundred acres of land costs there-

. fore £40 ; after fourteen }eals occupamon, it costs £66

- 5s.; .and after ,twer}‘ty years’ occupation, £82. A man
who comes to settle in the townships, generally poor, is
absolutely unable to pay for a clergy lot, on conditions as

- hard as these; and we are free to.affirm accordmgly, B

~that, of a hundred settlers, who sit down on clergy lots,
'hardly more than from four to'six will be found, who suc-"
ceed in paying for them.  In Bulstrode, to take one-in-

stance of a thousand, four families established on two. .

clergy lots for fourteen years past, have made up their
" minds to forfext their improvements, and to lose the fruits
of their Tabour, being absolutely unable to pay £66. 5s.,
however willing they might be, for lands stripped of all
‘that constitutes their greatest value : for there exists one -
express condition, in all future sales of Clergy Reserves,
that the purchaser shall not, until he shall have paid the

" entire purchase money of his lot, cut down or carry away’

.the timber, unless for the purpose- of clearing the land, or
for building. : -
«If the example of the Government whlch is now sell-
ing the public lands at such low rates, if the efforts of
good citizens, for the improvement of the condition of their
fellow-subjects and the prosperity of their country, if the:
voice of public opinion which has been raised from one.
‘end of ‘the Province to the other, if in fine their own well
understood interests, do° not lead these great proprletms
"to change their system, the Legislature must bave- the
poﬁver, and will it. is. hoped, have-the courage, to remedy

. so great an evil.” (29th May, 1849.)

We require nothing 1mpract10able and opposed to pub- .

‘ ~ lic opinion, but we think we have a right to require, that

' tha,t be.done, and done speedlly, whlch has been 50 effect—

e
-
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ually done in Upper Canada, where the evil arising from
large grants of lands did exist, though never to the same ex-
tent-as here. We require an enactment, plain,'easy to be -
. enforced, and authorizing the imposition of  a tax, on wild,
~ as-well as on cleared lands, for the purposes of public im-
provements ; by this means, the injury inflicted on the
‘country by the large landholders will speedily be repaired,
‘as it has been repaired in Canada West.
II. To establish an efficient Road-Law. <
Another great obitacle to the speedy settlement of the
wild lands, in the Eastern Townships, is the want of roads.
Let the reader imagine himself for a moment in the place of
. a hardy pioneer, in search of land. - Having explored a con-
~ siderable part ‘of the Townships, he has found alot which,
“ in the quality of the. soil, in situation and in price, corre-. -
“sponds with - his wishes:" »‘ahould this lot be one, two, or |
even'three miles from the nearest road, will- he-undertake . -
to construct an outlet which might cost him the tr\ﬂ*ng\
sum of’ thfee or four hundrcd dollars per mile? The sup-
“ position were’ absuxd Will he expect, aid from the neigh-
. bouring proprietors ! -We have seen how much the large =
-proprietors are disposed to aid a new settler in his early - -
struggles. Shall he address himself to the courts" Alas,
to lose both time and money, and never pelhaps to sue-
ceed,. howevel feeble the opposxtxon he may encounter.
He must resolve then, pcrfoxce, alone, to make such, an -
apology for a road as we meet with, every where in the
townships—roads so frightfully penlous that we might
well doubt whether any one could be bold enough- to ven-
ture over themn, if it were not done every day. - This is -
encouragement indeed to the new settler! - And y‘eAt'such
is the situation of all those who entér on neéw lands, in.
‘the Eastern Townships, ]sewhere than on the great roads
opened by Government. . Accordingly, we find that lands
bordermg on these are taken up immediately, at any price.
 The law certmnly gives to the Mumcxpal Council the
power toor de1 the comtx uction of roads but thls power

¢ 8 ®, . - . B PR

—
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is rather permissive than obligatory; and we 'ﬁh'cl‘ accord-

o mgly that the great proprietors, who are not withoutinflu- - -

ence in the Municipal Councils, too often ﬁnd a way cour-
teously to decline to act on the permission accorded to
them, to.spend their money in road-making. Happen what
will, they'will always find a way to hinder the construction .
of roads, and that to the great injury of the settler. The
exercise of the powers, granted to the Municipal Councils,
ought then to'be less discretionary, and rules should be
‘prescribed which they could not alter or violate, .at their
pleasure: in a word, they should be. compelled to enforce
the construction of roads, in such manner, that the settler
should be free f'rom care.on that head. . The thing is cer-
‘tainly practicable. - In our opinion, the end Would be at-
~ tained, by altering the municipal law ; and, in order that we
- "'be not charged with a captious criticism “of existing laws,
and with a desire to abo]xsh old rewulatxons, without con-
cermng ourselves to devise new and better ones, we shall -
. venture to offer a few suggestwm which may perhaps

throw light on -this difficult question. - As we before said; .

it is no half-meqsure, which can arrest.the progress of the
‘evils which afflict us. “A plainer, more. easy-working, and -
“more’ easily understood Road-Law is.required. We would
propose, then, that the road,upon which is situated the church
of the most numerous congregation in the Townshlp, pro-
vided it be not a cross-road, should ‘be termed-the main
hwhvvay, and that in the event of there belnrr no church -
""in the Township, or of its being’ situated on a cross-road,
then the law should decide which road should be so
termed ; that the owners of lots, fronting on this road
~should be excluswely held bound to make and repair it,
each in proportlon to the extent of his land, and that they
: shou]d‘be free from all other road- duty that, at the rear
of these lots, there should be another road, to be made and
- repalred by those whose lots front ‘upon it, each -also in

~ proportion to the extent of his land; and that these latter - -

~ propriétors should also make and maintain the cross-road "

‘
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, Ieadmo out: to the main highway ; th‘tt these cross-roads -
 should be atleast thiee miles apart ; that other public roads

be maintained by means of taxes levied on all wild lands; -~

that the Crown and Clergy Reserves be not exempt from
bearing their part, in taxes for these public works; and,
ﬁna]l), that the Municipal Council be compelled to en-
force the law. This brings us natum]ly to speak of the
- Municipal Law. - - . o
The municipal system is be) ond ‘doubt essent,aﬂy ne-
; cess'uy to the people. Under its influence, they have the
control of their local affairs ; and their best intercst lies. .
in the suitable management of them. All agree that the
present’ system is mefﬁment, and does not ‘answer the

end proposed. The powexs which it conf’ers should be -

more diffused, and given to each locaht), if it is intended
to work well. [ the Ainhabitant of a parish is unquahﬁed

(this is no more than a supposition) to manage his local

affairs, will he be bettér able. to understand and to ma- ",
nage those. of eight, or ten parishes, to which he is a stran-.

ger. - May we not truly assert, that the present system - has
not been beneficial to our Townships; that; on the con-
trary, it has impeded- pubhc improvement in most of the
_counties ;. that it has done nothing for the maintenance of -

*’ the roads, and contributed -in no way to the advancement

.»*“

of agrlcultule 1

In the Bastern Townships, the present road qystem is mefﬁ-
cient and-a dead letter, for the following reasons: 1. The -
power of estabhshm'r and maintaining 1oada, bexng by this

“system, entrusted to the County Mumcxpal'Coun'cil@, is devoid .

‘of that unity of design and action which is 1nd1spen§ab]e to
success. 2. The making of roads is, in most cases, throurrh
the immunity of the (/lervjy Reserves, and of the great pro-
prietors, quite. beyond the strength and ‘means of the resident
proprietors. 3. The great extent of the counties, and the -
. distance from- town to town, are reasons why, from the. -
~ Chaudiere to the River St. Flanms, there is not a Munici-
' pahty in. operation ; and in °01der‘ to convince the mest '

-«
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incre:dg}ous ‘of; :thf“s, we dare assert that all through the great
Courity of Megantic, as:well as in that part of Drummond

 which lies between Meoannc and the St. Francis, there are,
.. (thanks to our prcsent road-law), neither inspectors nor

overseers appointed, to enforce the maintenance and repairs '
of the roads. This State of things has existed' four. years.

It is now several years, since Government caused several
main roads to be opened : the Craig, the, Gosford, the Blund-

. ford, the Shipton, and the Lambton Roads, which have no
“doubt done a great deal to advance the settlement of the -
“Eastern Townships ; but these roads, not havmcr béen- kept up

or repaired, are at this day in a deplorable condltmn The

“Arthabaska Provincial Road, which crosses the seveml tow n-

ships -of Ixmwsey, Warwick, Arthabaska, Stanfold, Somerset .
and Invemoss, will have the same {fute. Thxs road whlch

was finished in 1848 and whlch cost’ £15, 543 16s. 9d.,
" {including Melbourne Bridge over the St. Francis) benefi--
cial-as it is to the inhabitants of the Eastern Townshlps, will

soon be as impassable as the Gosmrd or the Blandford. roads,
if’ the Legmhmturo docs not pr ‘ovide, in a ﬁttmtf mannﬁr, fm )

its maintenance in good order.

~ The Eastern Townships require thcrefore, in 1oad matters,
a law dilfering from the County Mumwpah ies” law. - Let

“the Govemment grant a good road-law, better suited-to our
lgcalities; and. Whlbh 1Inay imore effectually- 1each the large -
‘proprietors ; let those gentlemen, the' greater part-of them =~
“unknown, absent or studiously concealmrr thcmsclves until
--extensive clearmcrs have been made on the,lr domains, be
. ‘compelled by it to do their .part of statute-]abour, topay.
" their local taxes for roads and schools, to clear: their road-." .
. sides, to unite in formmg the common dlscharges or drains,
~and in repairing and maintaining "by-roads ; and br idges; .
~ and let'the execuuon of this law be entrusted to the Mu- =
,x"‘_nicip%’hty of ‘each’ townshlp ‘the ‘results will be all that;.
. the true friends of the country have leng desired. . What' |
| ‘xs here reqwred Wﬂl make but shght amends for the wronv "
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thch the great land-holdcrs have done to the general
interest of the country.

- The most solid $upport of the prospenty of ’a new
© country Jike ours, the most - certain source of jig happiness
and ‘wealth, jg agricultuve. It .js truly Temarked - by My.
.Elisha Gustin, « Except this numuom and valuable cfagg of
’“rpwducers vxho . support the world, and fiirnjgj, the wealth of .
. Dations, be sustained i In this: Irovince, beyond t"heiz:,'fpresellt
-means, Canada must go dow n and sink into msmmﬁcance
As all acknowledfre that it is the farmer whe gives subsist.
ence fo the populamon, Vho Supplies materig] for. ‘commerce,

that on him depend  the We]hre and the prospuritjof the
. country, the- Legislature j ‘bound, by ever y means..vin its ‘
" power, to raise him'from hig present ‘advers sity,

Yhat. the settler desires, what he clamjs in return for o
: the sacrifi ices and Privationg mscpamblc from a new settle- . S
ment, is farm ‘but a. farm, however fertile it may be con-

sxdercd will have but little. value for him, if no roads open
. for him 4 commumcatwn b) whlch he may mach a m'zrket *
with hlS Prodyce, . NG |

- attend, under penalt)’ eachand every meetmrr ‘which the. s
law p;escubes or to - prove that siekness op urgent busmess”;- R

- - Prevented hlm and it should be, the duty of the- Secretary:
Treasurer, to sue the dehnquent for “the. recovery of the'

o penalty, before 5, competént tribupat As alast suggestion, |+ ' -
o we shall add, ‘that the Mumcxpal Louncll should be. bound to .
“have a road made st none . exist alreadv—*mthm acertain .
' ‘af»txme to ‘the. ‘most - distant ringe in which’ one Qttse‘yeral“”;‘
“settlers reside ; ‘that it. should be bound to causé to be opened,

“Within a certain timé ‘prescribed by the law, the by -road,

. from ‘each rahge, ‘at least amile distant fyon, the dwelhng of "

. the. iurthcst rwdent on each sutle.. These. sumrestwns will
‘ 'doubtless stu the bils, zmd raise ihe ire; of certain'i mterosted

parties.” - A cry w1ll be raised of “ tyranny and Oppressigr.”

~ For, our pm ts, we see ip it nothmrr buf strict Jusuce tardy, '
Citis tlue “but sure to remedy many evils, -
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It would be a ‘dangerous error, to hope to eﬁ'ect the settle-
ment of the Easteln Townships, by- -sending thither the sur-
plus population of the seigniories, witha few hundred pounds,
to provision the new settlers; for what must be their fate, it
after having been led to brave the adventurous life of the deep
forest, they should be left without roads, without: protection,
to the mercy of the great proprietors, e\"rcr' ready to spe-
culate on their daily. labom 1" The right course is to begin
" by removing the 1mpedxments to theu success; - in. the, ﬁlst
days of their settlement ; neglecting this precaution; your—
~ zeal and your énterprise will make victims, not farmers,
- happy and contented with their lot. In order to produce
" effects as beneficial as would be the diffusion of our native
populatlon over our extensive terr xtorlt}, we invoke, and we
conﬁdently expect, the co-operation anl the liberal aid of
all ‘sincere lovers of their country. S
We close these remarks with one made by M. Boutillier,
- of St. Hyacinth: «Our fellow-countrymen of the Clty and
District of Quebec have cxerted themselves honourably, to
further the colonization of the townships, but the sacrifices
which they'have made will have but tardy success, if that
section of -the country is not’ f"{vouned by the enactment of
- laws’ more conducive to the s“ttlemnnt of the lands, and
the opening of the necessary roads.” ,
I To open good lines of communication.
The difficulties above describad have discouraged many -
. a sottler, about to establish -himsalt in the Townahxps To
the two obstacles already noticed, however, we must add a
third, which is an.absolute bar to all progress:- the want
“or the badcondition of main_lines of road ; and here it.
wer@ appropriate,. to describe the prwatlons and the suffer-

- --..ings of the first m‘mblt.mts of Stanfold ' Arthabaska, ‘Som-

H‘ersut Halifax, Tuncr and qunbton but who coiﬁ"d'F pamt,n'
the mournful picture ? g ' ;

. During the first twelve Veare the %ettlel was: compelled -
to carry home all his provisions on his back: the qumtal of
flour, purchased4rom the country merchant at the: price of |
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five or six dollars, had to be borne over swamp< nine mxles
dcross.  For eight months of the year, he w asted his strength
in journcys such as this. It was a matter of necessity, how—

' ever, with the alternative often endured, of living on roots. -

Shall ‘we be beheved if we aflirm that, in ‘this very. year,

. more than ten poor familics were reduced to the haldshlp

of living on herbs, raspberries an bilberries, more than two -

months, to save themszlves from penahlncr by hunger? The
settler sceking a home, commonly very poor, does not possess
. the means of puxchasm(r on the. spot-.what he - requires, on
account of its enormous price; and even should he possess
some slender resourccs, the road communication is wanting,
by which he miglit bring his necessaries home from market.

Itis bevond a doubt that settlements made in'the nﬂwh-'
bour hood of each other dcumxc}d fewer sacrifices, and contain

more elements of success than do those, which are far apart-
while we encourage and facxhtf}te, thevefore, the scttkment
of the Townships nearest to the S uelgnmhes we, at thc same

time, advance the more distant aettlement% the inhabitants .

of which would in vain.posséss good roads at home, if they
ceuld not convey their produce to the river. -One important
Tine of road, commenced in 1844, and finished in 1848, has
been opened into the heart of the settleménts, nearest to the
. viver.  This main line, known by the name of the Arthabaska

Provincial Road, becnns from. ‘the high road on the south"'

_bank of the Saint Lawxence, in the Sewmory of Gennlly
thence passes ‘through the ‘Townships of Blandford and
Stanfold, to the Chmch “of Saint Huséle (in Stanfold) ;

Y
i

from this point, it branches to the east, and passing through :

the Townships of Somerset and Inverness, ends in the Gos- - o
ford Road, near the chapel in Inverncss. It branches also ..~ .

to the west, at the Church of Saint Fuscbe, through the

»

Townships of Arthabaska andWarwick, and ends in Kmtrsey, :

on the- Melbourne Road. This road, in Blandford is in a

condition so frightful, that in the rbonth of August last, it
was, for three weeks, absolutely 1mpracncable A family
'from Crane’ Isl'md emlgraimo' last autumn to the Townshlps,' :

.
” {
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were delayed more than six ‘weeks at Gentilly, and obliged
at, last to await the winter-roads, in order to get through it.
The Department of Public- Works has recommended the -
immediate repairing of this road, fro.n the Parish of Gentilly
to Saint Louis, in Blandford. It is perhaps the most urgently
needful improvement to be made by thé Legislature for the -
Townships, in the southern section of the District of Three
‘Rivers. In order to convince the most sceptical of this, it .
will suffice to.inform them, that along this road are conveyed,
every year, more than a thousand barrels of potash and, °
pearlash.  There. were manufactured in 18505 675 barrels
© of pearlash, in Arthabaska and' Chestcr 825 barrels in Stan-
-fold, .and. niearly as much in Somerset. . \
" The Blandford road is the most frequented by the mhablt- J
ants of Blandford, Stanfold, Arthabaska, Maddington, Somer- -
set, Chester and Warwick, and of the north part of the
‘Township of Halifax :" for these Townships are mostly inha-
. bited by settlers from the District of Three Rivers. We ought
here to remark, that, in comparison with the other parts of
" the country, the county of Nicolet has done most to colonise

m Townships ; nevertheless, the absence of easy
commumcanon between the parishes of the county and. the

Townships,- has produced a numerous emigration to the '

. United States.. But the- majority of the sett]ers in Kingsey, -
"Horton, Aston, Bulstrode, Blandford, Stanfold, Arthabaska,
Somerset, Chester, and in the north part of Halifax, came’ -
from the parlshes of Saint Gregory, Bécancour, Gentilly,
Nlcolet and Saint Pierre-les-Becquets ; and it is als
youth of these parxshes who sett]e tlnsux:mh»}aﬁ'iiw of Wotton,_ ‘
Stratford and Winslow.

*"The inhabitants of the county of N 1colet may justly boast,

then, of - havmg been the earliest pioneers in one part of the .

Eastérn Townships. They it was, who, in the face of great
“and numerous obstacles; by dint .of mere 'courage and
without protection, have marked out.the track for succeeding

settlers. Had the country, for whose prosperity these hardy -
‘men. laboured with such energy, encouracred their zeal how - .
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many of our fdlow-countrvmen, now exiles, would liave

remained at home ? In the District of Québec, the panshes, "

which send most settlers into the Townships, are - Lotbiniére,

Sainte Croix, Saint Antoine, Saint Nicolas, Sainte Marie '

de la Beauce, Saint Jean Chrysostome and Saint Henri.

~ The roads which we now recommend to be. madeor im-
_proved, are, for the District of Three Rivers: 1. The
Blandford Road above mentioned: 2. The i impr ovement of

the Shipton. Road, leading to Port St. Francis. - 8. The
opening of a'road which, starting from the south-west angle
of the seigniory-of Bécancour in the parish of Saint Gr egory,

‘would intersect the Township of Aston,. keepmcr the main = -

line of Godfroi to the River Nicolet, and from thence, bending
to the north-east, across Bulstrode, would j join the road which

‘crosses the tenth range in ‘Stanfold.” This road, long a subJect
of petition in the parishes. of the District of Three RIVGI s, ON
the south side of the St. Lawrence, and in the Townshlps of

Aston and Bu]stxode, would cut thmuuh several excellent:«.'-'
~ tracts'of land, and bring many Townshlps into- dn*ect com-

munication with Port Samt Fr ancis.

For the District of ‘Saint ancxs we recomme'nd the .

opening of a road, which should leéave Diummondville, pass
through ‘the Townships of Grantham, Upton, Milton and
Granby., This rpad, ‘which would intersect the St. Lawrence
-and Atlantlc Raxlroad and the ) mam post'ro'ud of the East-

For the District of QuebeC' "1 The Gosford Ro'ad ‘Which
_cost the Province- -extremely dear, is at present in a danger-

 ous state, from Lake Nicolet in the Township of Ham, to Samt

Giles! - Two years ago even, several hundreds of persons'

_ whom their indigence obliged to quit Quebec, having spent
several days in traveling sixty miles.over the. Gosford Road,
with a view to settle on- Government ‘lands in Garthby,

Stratford and Winslow, were so discouraged by the bad state -‘
- of the road, that, having reachéd Lake William, they renounced

the advantawes oﬁ'eled by -Giovernient. 2 The Lambton .. .



40 - . AvrenDIx.

101(1 ‘which fuxmehes an outlet on the Kenebee road, in "the
parish of Saint Frangois dé-la Beauce, to the Townships of -
Tring, Forsyth, Dorset, Lambton, Price, Aylmer, and Wins-
low, has never been more than traced; and is now in an
almost impassable state, notwuhshndlng the good will of the
settlers, already numerous in these Townships, but -hitherto
not organized as Mummpaht;e This road cost the Gover n-
 ment in all nét more than the trifling sum of £1, 500,and yet
it.is the nearcst and best outlet to.the populous counties
- of Dorchestér and Bellechasse,’ and to the overflowing
industrial populatxon of the suburbs of Qucbec, when -
~want. of meclianical work compels them to seek their bread

| " in an exccilent and fertile soil. In order to convince the

reader of the cbnv’enien% of this outlet, we may affirm, that .
the Lambton road has, in. the two before- mentioned counties,
arrcsted the tide of emigration flowing yearly to the United
“States, and carrying labour and enterprise to the forests and
factories of Maine. These Tuwhsh‘ips, newly opened to the
settler, and which, in 1847, numbered a population of only
1800 souls, now contain nearly 4000 ; and 'that number
would certainly, be doubled, in‘less than three years,'if the
- Lambton “Road were carried on toifs junction’ with the
- Victoria- Road in Winslow, a little above Lake St. Francis.
For'it is'a well attested fact, that several @ettlers, after having "~
nearly broken their necks, in "the deep and terrible channel
called the Lambton Road, which crosses the moéuntains of |
Tring, have lost heart; and returned to the tlmbel-yards in
the Suburbs of Quebec, to waste their health -and sirength -
in excessive labour, the wages of which are often too paltry
'to furnish the means of decent subsistence. 3. Finally, the
opening of a line from the Craig Road, through Broughton
and Stratford to'its junction @Jlth the Lambton Road.
. Upper Canada has greatly gained in riches and populatlon
- by its great public works, and by its facilities of transport,
which have cost the Province more than £800,000, especially
by its canals, which connect the Atl.ntié Ocean with the -
great Lakes of Canada “If, in Lower-. Canada the Eastern
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Townships, which constitute one of its principal sections,
had been as well provided with means of communication, if
several of their rivers had been rendered navigable for small .

- . steam-boats, emigration would not have- 1mpoveushed us,

. and a wide-spreading country would have been thrown open
. to Canadian enterprise, which is now, and will long continue
to be, of little m]ucw—that is to say, underthe present system
of colonization. ‘
" ‘And now, having paid our tribute to the work of coloni-.
zation, having conscicntiously exposed what we think to be
‘the main obstacles to the scttlement of the wild lands of -
the Eastern Townships, and proposed the means which
ought to be employed to remove them, we indulge a flat-
tering hope, that the difficulty of the unidertaking will pre-
- vent neithér the Government nor the” Lemslature, from

o .bcsto“mn‘ on it theu' serious at;entmn

. Lét us labour then. in concert for the success of an-en-
terprise so honourable: let the partisahs' of the onward .
. movement, the true fuends of their country and of their
unfortunate countrymen; umte like one man, te demand
the 1e{orms which we have recommended They do injust-
-ice to none; the} are all, on the contrary, to the advan- -
“tage of the Canadian populanomu They -are due to the ‘
: countxy ; we shall obtaii them.
Thxs is the true timé, more .than any other, to ach1eve
them'; what has been already done, to advance the good
~work, is a pledge that the Legislature will not pause in the
labour of reform, until it has brought thersettlement of the
“wild lands to a ‘bappy consummatlon. o
We cannot, however, conceal from ourselves that those ‘
- who are enamouied. of tranquﬂhty -and exclusweness, who
take a warmer interest in what passes‘in the Indies or on
‘the shores-of the El Dorado, than they do ‘in that which
passes less than a hundred miles off, in their own country,
will smile on us, not with. approbation, but contempt. Those .
who believe thatg all Canada lies along. the banks of the .-

.
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St. Lawrence, will be tempted to disbelieve us ; the large
‘landholders, and all those who consider their private ad--
vantage rather than the public interest, will utter a mighty
‘howl of indignation. Nevertheless, we have considered
it to be our duty to raise our voices, in order that when, at .
‘some future time, all the importance of this section of our ,
country shall be better understood, we .may- not be -
reproached with having kept silence on the subject of the
obstacles which ‘obstruct the settlement of .the W]ld lands,
whie there was still time to remove them.

- In;conclusion, we must add, that if demands so. just do
not find a hearing and compliance, and that speedily, the
truly patriotic enterprise of settling the Eastern Town--
ships will totally fail; and, before thirty years are past,
we may find more French Canadians in the States of Ver-
mont and of Maine, than in the: Eastern Townshlps

‘And you, sincere lovers of your country, who comrmse-

" rate the lot of so many. of your brethren; driven forth to
exile, unite with us in efforts to detain them round the
domestic hearth, and ever repeat to those who would
abandon it, the old adage, “

. % There’s no. place like’ Home S &

' 'IAMES NELLIGAN, Cul:e of Leeds
J. H. Doriox, Ptre. Missy. in Drummondvnlle o
Axt, Racisg, Ptre. Miss’y. in Stanfold.

" LeoN Provencars, Ptre: Mlss’y in Tring

- Cus. TrupeLLE, Ptre. Miss’y. in Somerset.

L. Ap. Duruis, Ptre Misg’y. in -Halifax.
B.-Mc¢Gauran, Ptre. Miss’ y. at Sherbrooke. -
L. Trasan, Ptre. Miss'y. in ‘Shipton.

'N. LecLerc, Ptre. Miss’y. in Lambfon. L
P. De VILLERS, Ptre. Miss’y. in Arthabaska.
Jer. SasseviLLg, Ptre. Miss’y. in Kingsey. .

J. Mevc. Bernier, Ptre.. Vicar of Hahf‘ax. f

!
Eastem Townshlps, March 31 1851.



