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th« late HevolutiMin North Americn^

ms the most ungular phenomenon that ever

appeared in the politieal hemisphere of an/

nation.
.,

To ])oint out the ^dual stepa by which
America finally obtained her independence,

to describe those terrible scenes of rapine,

blood and slaughter, which accompanied

those struggles, so fatal to thousandi of

brave officers and men on both sides, and

so ruinous to the finances of the mothtf

country, are principally the objects of thi*

epitome.

In the execution of this business, we
have endeavored to divest ourselves of eve-

ry spark of national prejudice, and have

therefore contented ourselves with barely

relating facts, without presuming to give

our opinion thereon, wishing to leave our

readers die sole power of judging for them-

selves.

Beudes the detail of these important

events, we have pven an account of the

II iirmmni tamtant^-.- "lui^fSafeWl*illli)j
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C H A P. I.

BEFORE we proceed to describe what

America is at present, or by what

mefuis she became independent of the mo-

ther country, it ca^not be disagreeable to

our readers, to be informed of the persons,

customs and manners, of the original in-

habitants of North America.

The native American Indians are tall

and strait in their limbs beyond the pro-

portion of most nations. Their bodies are

atrpng* but more fitted to endure much
h^rdsmp, than to continue long at any ser.

vlie work, which they cannpt su{^p<>|r|i*

Ifl^ir bodies and heads ar|t fti^ki^} tl^^*'

t.

tl^m*
• -^-j-'-——

-

aji/idatjg'wmtii(
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Egular, but their

rW long, black,

t without beards,

is a redish brown,

lire, and take pr«-

tiir first arrival in

Jians quite naked,

lich it is common
people to conceal.

liaW generally a

them, which they

3ors. The whole

fa piece: they arc

lid ; and their e^u-

icy. is solely direct-

or the mode of life

brm their minds to

he greatest evils,

ns are hunting and

is left to their wo-

nting season is over,

iwith much patience,

:ert great ingenuity,

their lives in entire

Veep half the day m
rve no bounds of de-

r dnd drinking. »«-

liscovered themr they

|i

acquirement of these is thq principal ob-
ject of their pursuit.

The Indians are grave, even to sadness,
in their deportment upon any serious occa-
sion—observant of those in company, re-
spectful to the old, and of a temper cool
and deliberate. They are never in haste
to speak before tBey have thought well of
the matter, and are sure the person, who
spoke before them, has finished all he has
to say. They have, therefore, the greatest
contempt for the vivacity of the Euro-
peans, who interrupt each other, and fre-

quently speak all together. In their pub-
lic councils and assemblies, every man
s]peaks in his turn, according as his years,
his wisdom, orliis services to his country,
have ranked him. Not a word, not a
whisper, not a murmur is heard from the
rest while he speaks ; no indecent condem»
nation, no ill-timed applause. The young-
er class attend for their instruction, and
here they learn the history of their nation

;

here they are inflamed with the songs of
those who celebrate the warlike actions of
their ancestors ; and here they are taught
what are the interests of their country, and
how to pursue them.
Though the American Indian is natu-

rally humane and hospitable; yet, to the
enemies of his country, or to those who

**,'i
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lim, he is impla.

resentments, ne

V some treachery

.portunity of cxc-

igc. No length

ay his resentment,

at enough to pro-

>sses the steepest

le most impervious

.mosthideousbogs

hundreds of miles,

of the seasons, the

m, the extremes ol

patience and cheer-

rorising his enemy.

» the most shockmg

ve scarce any tern-

. by hunting, inhabit

[re given to change

are seldom veiyrcli.

to have little ideas of

,n better notions, and

•

the Supreme Being,

tible, vvho has power

th owning this, which

gthem, they pay him

ion of the Americans

a its fullest extent; to

Indians sacrifice every

thing. This is what makes a life of un-

certainty and want supportable to them,

and their education is directed in such a
manner as to cherish this disposition to

the utmost. They are indulged in all man.
ner of liberty ; they are never, upon any
account, chastised with blows, and very
rarely even chidden.

Though some tribes are found in Ame-
rica with a king at their head, yet hit

power is rather persuasive than coercive,

and he is reverenced as a father, more than

feared as a monarch. He has no guards,

no prisons, no officers of justice. In some
tribes, there are a kind of nobility, who,
\vhen they come to years of discretion, arc

entitled to a place and vote in the councils

of the nation. But among the Five Na>
tions, or Iroquois, the most celebrated
commonwealth of North America, and ifi

some other nations, there is no other qual-

ification absolutely necessary for the head-
men, but age, with ability and experience
in their afiuirs.

Whenever any affair of consequence is

to be transactecl, they appoint a feast, of
which almost the whole nation partakes*

There are smaller feasts on matters of less

general concern, to which none are invited

but those who are engaged in that particu-

lar business. At these feasts it is against

B 2
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all rule to leave any thing ; so that, if they

cannot eat all, what remains is thrown

into the fire. They look upon fire as a

thing sacred, and in all probability their

feasts were anciently sacrifices, petore

the entertainment is ready, the P"ncipal

person begins a song, the subject of which

18 the fabulous or real history of their na-

tion, the remarkable events which have

happened, and whatever matters may con-

duce to their honor or instruction, ine

others sing in their turn, they have dances

too, with which they accompany their

songs, chiefly of a martial kind ; and no

solemnity or public business is carried on

without such songs and dances.

The charge of the internal peace ana

order is likewif»e committed to the same

council of the elders, which regulates

whatever regards the external policjr of

the state. Their suits are few and quick-

ly decided, having neither property nor art

enough to render them perplexed or tc-

The loss of any of their people, whc-

ther by war or a natural death, is lament-

ed by the whole town he belongs to. In

such circumstances no business is taken in

hand, however important, nor any rejoic

inirs permitted however interesting the oc

ciSion, untU all the pious ceremonica due
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to the dead are performed,which are always
discharged with the greatest solemnity.

The dead body is washed, anointed and
painted, so as in some measure to abate

the horrors of death. Then the women
lament the loss with the most bitter cries,

and the most hideous howlings, intermix-
ed with songs, which celebrate the great

actions of the deceased, and those of his

ancestors. The men mourn in a less ex-
travagant manner. The whole village at-

tends the body to the grave, which is then
interred, habited in the most sumptuous
ornaments. With the body of the deceas-
ed are placed his bow and arrows, with
what he valued most in his life, and pro-
visions for the lon^ journey he is to take.

Feasting attends this, as it does every so-
lemnity.

No instances of regard to their deceased
friends are so striking as what they call the
Feast of the Dead, or the Feast of Souls.
The day of this ceremony is appointed in
the council of their chiefs, who give or-

ders for every thing that may enable them
to celebrate it with pomp and magnificence.
The neighboring people are invited to par-

take of the feast, and to be witnesses of the
solemnity. At this time, all who have died
since the last solemn feast of that kind,
are taken out of their graves i those who

"*,'-

.M
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havcbeen interred at the greatest distanec

from the villages are dihgently sought af*

ter. and brought to this great rendezvous

of sepulchral relics.

The opening ofthese tombs displays one

of the most striking scenes that can be con-

ceived. This humiliating portrait ot hu-

man misery, exhibited in so many i.nages

ofdeath, uhirein a thousand various shapes

of horror are depicted, according to the

different ravages that time has made ;

forms altogether a scene too indelicate to

be here described. I know not which ought

to aff-ect us most, the horror of so striking

a sight, or the tender piety and atfection of

those poor people towards their departed

"Thil* strange festival is the most mag-

nificent and solemn of any they have, not

only on account of the great concourse of

iiatives and strangers, and of the Pompous

reinterment they give to the dead, whom

thev dress in the finest skins they can get,

after having exposed them some time m
this pomp, but for the games of all kinds

which they celebrate upon the occasion, m
The spirit of those, which the ancient

Greeks and Romans celebrated upon simi-

lar occasions. In this manner do they en-

deavor to sooth the calamities of this life,

by the honors they pay to the
dead. Though

I il'flitfn'ii rtWr'
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among these savage nations this custom it

impressed with strong marks of the fero-

city of their nature ;
yet an honor to the

dead, a tender feeling of their absence,

and a revival of their memory, are some of

the most excellent means of softenmg our

ru^ed nature into humanity.

Though the women in America have

generally the laborious part of economy

Spon themselves, yet they are far from

being the slaves they appear, and are not

at all subject to the great subordination,

in which they are placed in countries

where they seem to be more respected. On
the contrary, they hold their councils, and

have their share in all deliberations that

concern the state ; nor are they found m-

ferior to the part they act. Polygamy is

practised by some nations, but it is not

Rcneral. In most places, they content

themselves with one wife ; but a divorce

is admitted, and for the same causes that it

was allowed among the Jews, Greeks and

Romans. No nation of the Americans is

without a regular marriage, in which there

are many ceremonies. Incontinent before

marriage, after wedlock the chastity of

their women is remarkable. The pun-

ishment of the adulteress, as well as that

of the adulterer, is in the hands of the hus-

band himself, and it is often severe, being

,S^l^.t.*iA»-*i*-*
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inflicted by him who is at once the party

and the judge. Their marriages are not

fruitful, seldom producing above two or

three children ; and from hence we may

derive the principal cause of the depopu-

lation of America. . e

The manner of their preparing for war,

and their mode of carrying it on, seem pe-

culiar to themselves. Almost the sole oc

cupation of the American Indian is war.

or such an exercise as qualifies him for it.

His whole glory consists m this, ^nd no

mail is at all considered until he has en-

creased the strength of his country with a

captive, or adorned his hat with the scalp

of one if his enemies. When the ancients

resolve upon war, they do not always de-

Clare what nation it is they are determin-

ed to attack, that the enemy, «PO«^^^°™

they really intend to fall, may be off their

Kuard : and they sometimes even let whole

years pass over without committing any

ict of hostility, that the vigilance of all

may be unbent by the long continuanpc

of the watch, and the uncertainty of the

*^*I,fthe mean time, they are not idle at

home. The principal captain summonses

the youths of the town to which he be-

longs, the war kettle is set on the fire, the

waf songs and dances commence, the
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hatchet is sent to the villages and allies of
the same nation, and the most hideous
howlings continue, without intermission,

day and night, over the whole tract ol
country. The women add their cries to
those of the men, lamenting those whom
they have either lost in war or by natural

death, and demanding their places to be
supplied by their enemies.

1 he' fury of the nation being thus rais-

ed to the greatestheight, and all longing to
embrue their hands in blood, the war cap-
tain prepares the feast, which consists of
dog*s flesh. All that partake of this feast

receive little billets, which are so many en-
gagements they take to be faithful to each
other, and obedient to their commander.
None are forced to the was ; but, when
they have accepted this billet, they arc
looked upon as enlisted, and it is then
death to recede. All the warriors in this

assembly have their faces blackened with
charcoal, intermixed withashes and streaks
of Vermillion, which give them a most hor-
rid appearance. Their hair is dressed up

I

in an odd manner, with feathers of various

I
kinds.

In this assembly, which is prepaHtorf

I

to their military expedition, the chief he-
gins the war song, which having coridnu-
ed for some time, he raises his voice to

I
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turning oiF?«ddcnly
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„vokelhycareofme
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ns Rood and eviU all

"s, or on the earth, or

;ur destruction
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rn me and my compa-

J?n^ I" All the war.

^s p7ayer with shouts

tL captain '«"?'"
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the shouts of all his

continue as long as he

inted for their departure
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,at moveables
theyhsnre
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"stance from the town

ch out all dressed in A«r,
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I most snowy ^a
ir another,
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Their chief walks slowljl
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men, they deliver tp^them all their finery,

put on their worst clothes, and then pro-

ceed as tiKeir commander directs.

The Indians seldom engage in a war

upon motives common to Europe : they

have no other end but the glory of victory,

or the benefit of their slaves, which it en-

ables them to add to their natioit, or sacri>

fice to their brutal fury ; and it is very sel-

dom, that they take any pains to give their

wars even the colour of justice. They iall

ometimes on one nation and sometimes

on another, ai^d surprise some of their

hunters, whom they scalp and bring home
as prisoiKrs. Their senators wink at this

I or rather encourap^e it, as it tends to keep

up the martial spirit of the people, enures,

them to watchfulness and hardi'hips, and

I

gives them an early ttiste for bl x>d. The
iquaUtiei of an Indian war <ue vigilance

Und attention, and to give and avoid a sur-

prise ; and patience and strength to endure

theintolerable fatiguesand hardshipswh^ch
always attend it.

They often enter a village, while the

strength of the nation is employed in hunt.

ling, and massacre all the helpless old men,
Iwomen and children, or make prisoners

{of as many ab they can manage, or have

[strength enot^h to be useful to their na-

ion. They often cut off small parties of

-C
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The fate of their prisoners is indeed

miserable. During the greater part oftheir

journey homewards they suffer no injury

;

but when they arrive at the territories of

the conquering state, or at those of their

allies, the pfeople from every village meet

them, and think they shew their attach-

ment to their friends by the barbarou?"

trcatmerH; ofthe unhappy victims ; who on
their arrival at their destined station, ge-

nerally bring with them marks of the most

(;ruel and merciless treatment.

The conquerors enter the town in tri-

umph ; the war captain waits upon the

head men, and in a low voice gives them
ft circumstantial account of every particu-

Ifir of the expedition, of the damages the

enemy have suffered and his own loss in it.

This being done the public orator relates

Uie whole to the people. Before they yield

to the joy which the victory occasions,

they lament the friends they have lost in

the pursuit of it. The parties most near-

ly concerned are apparently afflicted with a
deep and real sorrow ; but, by one of those

strange turns of the human mind» fashion-

ed tojiny tWng by custom, as ifthey were
diseipl^Md in their grief, upon the signal

% f^oieiiig, in a moment the te^rs are-

I
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try, to attempt which would bb certaiii

death. On the contrary, if they dislike

the captive, they throw away the belt with

indignation. Then it is no lonrer in the

power of any one to save him, the nation

IS assembled as upon some great solemni-

ty, a scaffold is Raised, and the prisoner tied

to the stake. He instabtly begma his death

song, and prepares for the ensuing scene

ofcruelty with most undaunted courage.-—
On the other side, they prepare to put it

to the utmost proof, with every torment
that the mind of man ingenious in mis-
chief can devise.

It would be too shocking for the ear of

our youthful reader to be told what iifhu.

man tortures are inflicted on him, till at

last, one of the chiefs, out of compassioh,

or weary with cruelty, generally puts an
end td his life with a dub or is dagger.

The >ody is then put into the kdtle, and
this barbarous employment is succeeded
by a feast equally inhuman.
On this occasion, the women, foi^tting

the female nature, and transferring them-
selves into something worse than furies,

act their parts, and even outdo the men in

this scene ofhorror.. The principal persosM^

of the countrv set round the stake smoaK-
ing, and lookipg on without the least emo-
tion. What n most extraordinary, the

C 2
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fufierer Umflielf, in the little intervals ot

his torments, smoaks also, appears uncon*

oerned, and converses with his torturers

about indifferent matters. Indeed, during

j^he whole time of his execution there

seems a contest between him and them»

which shall exceed, they in infiicting the

mo|lt horrid pains, or he in enduring them

with a firmness and constancy almost above

human. Not a groan, not a sigh, not a

distortion of countenance, escapes him ;

-he possesses his mind entirely in the midst

of his torments » he recounts his own ex-

ploits, informs them what cruelties he had

inficted upon their countrymen, and

thifcatenf them with revenge that will at-

tend his death ; and though his reproaches

ve:i^8pei'^te them to a perfect state of mad-

! pe^, rage and fury, ne continues hisre-

prf^iches even of their ignorance in the act

j of torn»enting, pointing out himself more

('exquisite ipiethods, and more sensible parU

of the body to be afflicted,.

We do not dwell upon these circum-

stances of cruelty, which so much degrade

human nature, out of choice ; but as all,

vho mention the customs of this people,

have very particularly insisted u|>on their

;|)chavior in this respect, and as it seems

necessary, in order to give a true idea of

their cWacter, we.Uo not choose wlxoUy

Igions
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omit it. It serves to shew, in tht S
Strongest light, to what an inconceivablf

Segree of barbarity the passions of men lei

oose will carry them. It will point out to

lis the advantages of a religion that teaches.

X compassion to our enemies, which is neU

,thcr known nor practised in other relLf

Igions ; and it will make us more sensibU,

Ithan some appear to be, of the value of

commerce, the benefits of a: civilized life,,

and the lights derived from literature,

which if they have abated the force of

Uome ofthe natural virtues by the luxuries

which attend them, have uken out like-

wise the sting of our national vices, and

softened the ferocity of the human race,

I

Vithout enervatiitg their courage. On th«V

other hand the constancy of the sufferers

in this trying scene, shows the woiiderfvl

powers of an early institution, and a fero-

cious thirst of glory, which makes men
imitate and exceed what philosophy, and

even religion, do not produce.

Having thus taken a cursory review of

the customs and manners of the original

natives of North America, we shall now
proceed to give an. account of the first set.

tlement of the British colonies, and shew

from what small beginnings time has raised

them to an immense rep^blic, under the

title of the United and Independent Stetes

.^.jkii^ jUT^'
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Of Americ. In order to
•<^<>?^5|;fJ^i^;^^^

m.tter we have iriven a general history of

rS; ^. whTch eJed in the I0..0

thirteen British American colonies. The

dilre^nt sieges and batUes that tookg^^^^^

during that period, we shall describe as

copioSsly a. our narrow linuta will pcrmit|

us.

C H A p. II.

SEVERAL of the most aealous and em.

incnt protestants in the reign of I:.d.

ward VI. opposed the uopish cercmomcs

Tnd habit.: though .ot^rwise united to

their brethren in religious teneU. Hun-l

dVeds of them fled into foreign parts tol

sISd persecutions, where they connected

SeWTves with pratesunu of other naJ

tioas, who were equally arduous fo(r a ttA

*^;iL'*ti.e accession of Queenjli^^^^^^

in 1558, the refugees returned to Eng-

land, loaded with experience and kamingJ

but inThe utmost distress and poverty]

Those of the clergy who could compW

with the Queen's eslaWishment, wcrt

qutekly prefrrrt^d ; but the rest, after ht

?ng pertSted to preach a while, were «

piended, and reduced to thcur former m
geoce.
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The clergy and laity, who wished for

ffreater ecclesiastical purity, struggled

hard for the abolishment ofpopish cere «no.

nies and habits, or at least, leaving the use

of them indifferent in divine service, by

which they obtained nothing but the hon-

orable nickname of PuaiTAiri. Queen
Elisabeth had enough of the blood of Hen-

ry the Eighth, to Make her impatient of

any opposition to her will, esMcially in

matters ofreligion, in which she nad a high

opinion of her own knowledge ; and dur-

ing her whole reign, she kept down the

puritans with an uniform and ii^exible

severity. The merits, however, of their

ittlerings, the affected phiinneas ,of their

dress, the gravity of their deportment, and

the use of scripture phrases on the most

ordinary occasions, and even their names,

which had in them something striking and

venerable, as being borrowed firom the

Old Testament, gained them a general es-

teem among sober people of ordinary un-

derstandings.

When King James came to the throne,

he had a very fair opportunity of pacifying

matters, or, at least, he might nave left

them in the condition he found them. On
the contrary, he suffere<l them to be per-

secuted, but not destroyed ; they were ex-

asperated, and yet left powerful j and the

*4V*"
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then ministry, like those who lately lost u»

our colonies,-€xposed their own weakness,

ignorance> and baseness, by an ill-timed

severity.

In this, state matters remained, until the

accession of Charles the First, when they

were far from beingsmended. This prince,,

endowed with some virtues, had very few

amiable qualities. As grave as the puri-

tans themselves, he couldnever engage the

licentious part of the world in his favor ;

and that gravity being turned against the

puritans, made him more odious to them*

He gave himself up entirely to the church

and churchmen, and be finished his ill con-

duct, in this respect, by conferring the

first eccfesiastical dignity of the kingdom,,

and a great sway in temporid affairs, upon

Dr. Laud, who, hardly fit to direct a col-

lege, was entrusted with the government of

an empire. ^
The puritans considered the most dreary

realms, and the most unfrequented regions^

where they could enjoy liberty of con-

science, as superior to the most splendid

palaces, where they were to be governed

by Laud, In consequence of these disaf«

factions, a little c^ony sailed from Eng-

land, and established itself at a place call-

cd New-Plymouth, on the continent oS

America. This happened in IQSQ4

cour

W00(
firesli

ver

Ply
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They were but few in number, they

landed in a bad season and were supplied

only from their private funds. The wmter

was premature, and extremely cold. The
country was every where covered with

wood, and afforded very littie for the re-

fireshment of persons sickly with such a

voyage, or even for the sustenance of an

infant people. Nearly half ofthem perish-

ed by the scurvy, by want, and the sevwi-

ty of the climate ; but those who surviv-

ed, not dispirited with their losses, nor

with the hardships they were still to en*

dure, supported by the vi^or virhich was

then the character of Englishmen, and by

the satisfaction of finding themselves out

of the reach of the spiritual arm, were en-

abled to procure in this savage country; a

tolerable livelihood, and by degrees a com*

fortablc subsistence for themselves and

their families.

The people of New-Plymouth, having

cleared the way for other sufferers to set-

tle in America, with less difficulty and dan-

ger than what they had experienced ;' the

fame of their plantation spreading through

the western part of England, and the go-

vernment in church and state growing eve-

ry day more oppressive, the territorv ofthe

Massachusetts' Bay was purchased of the

Plfmovth council,, io 1628, and a com-

I
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pany soon formed, who consulted on set-

tling a plantttion, to which rion-conform-

ing puritans might emigrate, in order to

enjoy thrir own principles in ftill security.

In 1630, a large company arrived at

Salem, consisting ofmore than fifteen hun-

dred persons, from diflfcrent counties in

Enghind. From the beginning of the

colony, until the emigration ceased, in

1640, through a change of affiiirs in Eiig-

land, there arrived in 298 vessels, about

£1,200 settlers, men, women and children,

at four thousapd ftimilies.

They did not however, iall confine them-

selves to tfiis colony : several families re-

moved to Connecticut River, by mutual

agreement with their fellow emigrants,

who remaned behind. PlanUtions were

formed at Hartford, Windsor and Wfea-

thersfield. The inhabitants being soon

after ftiUy satisfied, that they wiBue out tf

the Massachusetts' limits, and of contse

its jurisdiction, entered into a combination

among themselves, became a body^ittc,

without restraining the freedom «f their

civil government to the inembcrsh^ of

their churches, and proceeded to thechoice

of. mi^istrates and r^resentataves.

Two large ships arrived at Massachuw

setts' Bay, In 1637, with iiaS8en|;er8 from

London. Great pains were tiAent© pi«Y«fl
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xipon them to remain in the colony ; bul

they hoped, by moving to a considerable

distance, to be out of the reiu^ of a gen-

eral governor, with whom the country vas

then threatened. They sent to their friends

in Connecticut to purchase of the nativei^

the lands Wingbetween them and Hudson's

River. They then laid the foundation of

a flourishing colony, of which New Havi

en was the capital. Connecticut and New-^

Haven continued two distinct colonies for

many years. At length the general court of

Connecticut determined to prefer anad»

dress and petition to Charies the Sccon^^

professino^ their subjection and loyalty

to his majesty, and soliciting a royal char-

ter ; and John Winthrop, Esq. yrho h»d

been chosen governor, was appointed to

negociate the affair with the king. Ifc

|succeeded, and a royal charter was ob*-

t^imed, eo^stttuting the two colonics fat

ever wie body corporate and politic.

Mr. Roger Williams, a pastor of the

church of Salem, being banished from

MassachusettSj on account of some reli-

gious cKsputes, went to the Narraganset

country, accon^panied with twelve com*
mnions, and^^d land given him by the

1) dian Sachem Canonlcus ; of whom he

afterwardspurchased the large tract, lyin|f

between ftiwtttcket and Pawturat rivers,

D
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Tidence to him in his distress.

The authority and power of Miantono*

my, another Sachem, and his uncle Canon.

Zll. awed all the Indians round to assist

Wm and his few associates. When the dc-

Sminations of the Massachusetts general

comi. occasioned by what they called an.

'Somian disputes, banished tn*ny
'
^"^^ »»;

<luccd others to leave the coloiy, the hea^s

of the party were cntertamed m a fnenmy

»;a!iner%/Mr. Williams, who a^j.ed

them to seek a settlement on Rl^^de-Uland,

in the year 1638. and was very instrumen-

ialin procuring it of the Indian sachems.

New^Hampsfire andthe Mame were s^;

tied about the same time with the Massa-

lhSitts.by different pronri^orswhoj^^

obtiuncd patents, andj^hose vi^ws were

to enrich themselves by the fishing tr^dc

Bt sea and the beaver trade ashore.

¥h; colony of New.York demands our

nextattentU. The Dutch had set^d it.

^d named it the New Hetberlands.-

oirkTthe Second resolved upon its con-S in 1664 ; and in March granted U,

fiis brother the Duke of York, the re-

gLeTtending from the we^ernb^^^^^^

%e Connecticut to t)»e eastern shore of the
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c of York, the re-

;hc western banks of

sewtern shore of the
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Delaware, together with Long-Island, con-

ferring on him the civil and military pow-

ers of government. Col. Nichols was sent

with four frigates and three hundred sol-

diers to effect the business. The Dutch

governor being unable to make resistance,

the New Netherlands submitted to the

English crown, in September, without any

other change than of rulers. Few of the

Dutch removed, and Nichols instantly en-^

tered upon the exercise of his power, aa

deputy,governor for the Duke of York,

the proprietary.

About the same time, 1664, New-Jer-
sey, which was also taken from the Dutch,

who were considered as having^ no right to

any of their settlements in these parts of

America, were included in the g^rant to

the Duke of York, The Duke disposed

of it to Lord Berkeley and Sir George
Carteret, who being sole proprietors, for

the better settlement of it, agreed upon
certain constitutions of government, so

well liked, that the eastern parts were soon

considerably peopled.

Virginia was the original name of all

the English North American continental

claims, given in honor to the Virgin Queen
Elizabeth. King James, being applied to,

granted letters patent to a body of gentle-.

men, on the 6th of April, 1606, with pow*

1
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era to divide themselves ;.nto two ^UUnct

coihD^inies, the one consisting of ^-onaoa

adventurers, called the first, or southern

SSl^rof Virginia , the second, or northern

colony composed of merchants, belon^g

to Bristol, Plymouth and Hxcter. The

territory granlVd to the first, or souAern

rblSdv wSgenerally called rtrgmta, with-

Sy dTsfinguishW epithet, and retaijr-

S that namf after the second or northern

fcotonv obtained the name of New-Eng,

^'^riomtnext ta speak of Maryland.

The first emigration to this part of Amen-

SeonTisted ?f two hundred gentkmen of

considerable fortune and rank, with their

Adherents, chiefly Roman Catholics, who

hoped to enjoy iWty of conscience .un-

S^rAr^prietary of tfieir own profession.

TheySd fvom ?:ngland»n%ember

L\ landed in Maryland the »>egi7»5« !«

1633 Oovernor Calvert, brother to Lord

BaUlmoS,very wisely and juj y gurchas-

ed bv presents of various goods, the ngnw

of the Fndians, and with tleir free consent

Zok possession of their town., ^v^*^^^".'^

Sued^St. Mary's. The country wa. set.

tied with so much ease, and furnjshed with

so many conveniencies, th*t e««'S'^a"*"«;

pai^ed thither in sucl\"««»^^?CSnE
render the colony populous

and flourishing.
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Carolina follaws Maryland in the order
of existence. A few adventurers emi-
grated from the Massachpsetts, and set-

tled round Cape Fear, about the time of
the Restoration. They considered mere
occupanicy, with a transfer from the na-
tives, without any grant from the king, aa
a good title upon Uie lands they possess-
ed. They deemed themselves entitled to
the^aiTie civil privileges as those of t]\e

counuy fro^ whence they had emigrated*
For year« tjiey ^xpeirienced the complir
cated, miseries, of wanL They solipu^d
the a^d of their, coujjtrymen, ar4 the gene-
ral court of MAsSachM»etts» with an atteo*
tion ajid huma^^ijity which did it the great-
est honor, ordered an extensive cootribu-
ti<Hi fen; t)|etr reUe£ ,.

The final ^tjtlerae^t of the povince w^s
efficjctfsd eqjually througj^ the rapacity of
1^9 <ffHMfti£rf 9/^ CJh^rlep the S£cpnd» and
jbis'ovirn ^ciJity, in rewarding those, to
mhovoi he was gteady indebted, with a li-

.feerahty that costhim little. The pretence,
w^ieh h%d been used on former pcca^nSf
of a piow^ zeal for the propagation of tj^9

ffospcd^aniioog ti^k Indiana, w^a succeg^siye-
Ay empjoyed ^o^pfocwe a grant ^f th? ijw-
menise region, lying between the 36th dp-
Sree of a9r^ Ui^de, awd the river of St.
fatjh^OA Wi^Jtie tliirty-first degree. In
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Duke of A««r» "hii; Sir &or« Car-

teret, Sir '"'^.^So" ipropriet«ie»,for
Berkeley, a« f«o»*J'°™ S„e tothecrown.

ever, wvingtbeaUeg
TO« o^ ^ouiilie.

Pennsylvania »<«» *« ff Mr. William

„„ demand o«r.ttent.on.^^^ ^j ^^
Penn one of *? Jj°r«?..V.avinErece.v.

,^™ P*^
°i'STinStion of *e coun-

separate csUte^ ^ c;:harlc8 the

He presented ^ l?*^*';^^^^^ not only his

'clationshiy t.^^^l'^i^cfebTduc fromJhe

he A^as «J«P'^^!SAlche«ucr was shut.

crown. ^IJ^^'^'^erS^. oft^^^^ !5
He ptaycd f^f * S^^and, and westward

the toorthward «>« ^^^^dded that by his

of the D^Vawa^^l^'^abie to. settle a pro-

W?«^»5;n^meht in time, repay hi.

Ilnce. which »^>S"'„*" -t of success, he

*iSs. Having a P^^^ g^ryland the
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rmation
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d proprietaries, for

•e due to the crown..

Pclaware counties

ion.
Mr.WiUiam

purchasers of the

--9»havinercceiv-

tionofthecoun-
Delaware, while

,V,on of the joint

irous of acquiring a

tition to Charles the

a debt due from the

7«che«uer was snm.^

^•A oHands. lying to

iJvland, and westward

S^^Wed that by his

Sfabteta settle a pro^

SSrS Maryland ^e

.which lA ^O^^^.

i attorney
general m

Penn had the same object in view aa

Lord Baltimore had, the guarding against

the exertions of prerogative,, which expe^

rience had taught both were very incon.

venient. The attorney general declared

the clause of exemption from taxation il-

legal ; and chief justice North being of

the same opinion, and observing its ten-

dency, added the saving of the authority

of the English parliament i so that it waa
stipulated Dv the king, for himself and his

successors, that " no custom or other con-

Uibution shall be laid on the inhabitants

or their estates, unless by the consent of

the proprietary, or governor and assembly,

or by act of parliament in England.'*

The next year, 1681, the patent waa
granted, in consideration of •* the merits

of the father, and the good purooses of th«

son, in order to extend the English cm-,

pirc, and to promote ti»efbl commerce.'*

ft was provided by fit clauses, that the

sovereignty of the king should be preserv-

ed, and that acts of parliament, concern-

ing trade, navigation, and the customs*

be duly observed. Penn was empowered

to assemt^e the flfeemen, or their delegates^

in such form as he shall think proper for

raising mori^y fbr the lise of the colony^

and for making useful laws, not contrary to

^hose of England^ or the rights ofthe kin^-
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August, Sir Oil-
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:. directors 6f the
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nished with working tool* of all kinds,
stores and small arms.
Mr. Oglethorpe, one of the trusrees,

generously attended the first set of emi.
grants to Carolina, where they arrived in
good health in January, 1733. The C«.
rolinians made them a present of one hun.
dred breeding cattle, besides hogs, and
twenty barrels of rice j and furnished
them with a party ofhorse, and with scout
boats, by the help of which they reached
the Savannah, where Mr. Oglethorpe, ten
miles up the river, pitched upon a wot for
a town, and in February the building of
the first house commenced.
Mr. Oglethorpe was waited upon by

a numerous deputation from the lower
Creek nation, with whom he concluded 9
treaty, and soon after set out for Charles-
town on his return to England, bringfaig
with him several chiefs ana a war captain.
Before the end of March, 1734, mom
emigrants, to the amount of six hundred,
were either sent over by charity, or wcfnl
at their own expense.

In October, the Indians emb^w^cd for
their own country, having had an allows
ancc, while iii London, of twenty poundj
a week, of which thev spent little*, as they
gommonly eat and drank at the taWe of
persons of the highest distinction. They

J

^
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embarked at Gravcscnd in a ship ^^luch

carried over a number of Salta burghers,S German Fotestants, wljo v.ith

oJhefs of their countrymen that followed,

settled on the Savannah, a town they call-

ed Ebenezer, and which, by their hab.ta

of industry and .obriety soon became con,

"Thi" Georgians made a surprising pro,

gress in cleafin^ their lands, and bu.d.ng

ScTr houses, an5 as an cncouragemen .
thj

Britisb pari ament granted them a supply

of 26 OOOK which, with very great private

Slnatfons.'were expended upon strength,

ening the southern part of Georgia.

Vsii« have we given a succinct acco>3A^

ofThe first eSSiment of the British co,

?onics in North America. By what un,

bwpy mean, they at last became sepa,

rate^from the mother country, will be

dearly shown in the subsequent part oC

this history,

Memoralfle events recorded in this chapter,

t^6 First settlement made at Virginia,

1620 Settlement at New Plymouth.

1628 New.Hampshirc and the Maine set,
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1633 Settlement at Maryland.
1635 Connecticut and Providence,

1637 New-Haven settled.

1638 Settlement of Rhode-Island.

1663 Carolina settled.

1664 New-York and New-Jersey.
1681 Pennsylvania 8c Delaware countiet*

1733 Georgia settled.

CHAP. HI.

THE nafrow limits prescribed to us in

this epitome, will not permit us to

enter into a copious detail of ail the minute
concerns of the colonies, which may be
found in more voluminous works, and
there read by those, who have leisure and
inclination to pursue so dry a study. We
shall therefore proceed to discribe ov\j
events ofsome consequence. f

News being received in the Massachvi
setts of War being declared against France
and Spain, the general court, then sitting,

made immediate provision for raising for^

ces for Annapolis in Nova Scotia.

Towards the end of the month of Aprilf

1745, Commodore Warren arrived from
the West-Indies, with a sixty gun ship,

and two of forty. He was soon dter join*

ed by another of forty, which had reached
Canso a short time before. The men of

J
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war sailed imtnediately to cruise bftfdre

LouisbouYg. The forces soon fo11o]nre.d«

and landed at .Cha|)eaurouge Bay 1^^ last

day of April. The transports were dis-

covered from the town early in the morn-
ing, which gave the inhabitants the first

kWdwtedge of the design.

The second day after landing, four hoh-
dred men marched rouad^ behind the hills,

to Ihe northeast harbor, where they got
about midnight, and set firte to all the

dwcUkngs amTstorehoiises» trH they camd
witfafin a mile xj{ the -grand baittery . The
clouds of thick s^oioe proceeding from the

pit(^t tar, and other combusfCibl^rprevent*
td the igarrison's discovering the enemy,
tiioi^ they were but at a short distance.

They expected the body ofthe army -up*

on them, and therefore ^desertedthe iart^

liaving thrown their powder into a wdll

;

but (he cannon and shot were kjft, which
proved of f^eat scrvieis to l^e :beaBcgei«

JThe ainny had near Iwo milesto transport

their cannon, mortars, 8cc. tbroogk a «w)«

rass, which required great labor tb acocni'

plish. The men were yoked together, and
during the night made great amtancos.
Wlule the foroes were iswsHy imployci

on shore, the men of war, and other vea

aels were cruising off tAie .harbor, as pftei

AS the weather would pevsnt. Qa the i8i

HI iir»iiii«i>i""'nii
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of May, they captured a French A.4, gun
ship, having 560 men on boar(|, am) stores

of all sorts rar the garrison.

It was^iven out, that an attack vvould

be made by sea wlthjthe ships, on the l&th,

while the army did the like by land. "VVTic-

ther a general storm was really Lnteaded or

not, the French speared to expect . it,

from tlie preparations making on board the

men of war, and seemed not inclined to

attempt to withstand it.

On the fifteenth, a flag of truce \v«s sci»t

to the general, desiring a cessation of hos-

tilities, tliat tliey might consider of articles
foracapitulation. lime was allowed, bi^t

their articles were rejected by the general

and commodwe, and others offered, whicih

were accepted by the French, and hostj^s
j^ven on both siides. The town was in ^on-

«C)qiience delivered up on the seventeeni)!.

JVs tliis was a time when vessels were ei:-

pected from all parts at Louisburg, the

Frenchflag^was kept flyiogas a decoy. Two
.CasUicuUamen, and one south.softship, of
the value of 600,000/. sterling, were tak-

€a by the squadron, at the moiith of the

harbor. Into wtueh they sailed as usuid,

oot knowing that the place had been tak-

en by the f^nglish

.

TbeFrencu ihaving been very trouble-

•ome in the back settlements of our colo-

nies, it was concluded to take efibctual

E

uMiliitifci H ^

1

J
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methods to drive them (h)m the Ohio. The

reduction of Niagara, Crown Point, and

their forts in Nova Scotia, was also resolved

on. General Braddock was accordmgly

sent from Ireland to Virginia, with two re-

giments of foot ; and on his arrival, when

joined by the rest of the forces destmcd

lor that service, he found himself at the

head of 2200 men. He had bravery, but

'wanted other qualifications to render him

fit for the service to which he was appomt-

M. The severity of his discipline made

fum unpopular among the regulars, and

his haughtiness deprived him of the esteem

bf the Americans. His pride disgusted

^th*- Indians, and led him to dispiae the

'country militia, and to sHght the advice ^f

' |hc Virginian officers. '^ ;;^: " '

' Colonel Washington eamestljrbiimd 6f

Wm, when the army was mai-ching forTort

Pu Quesnc, tp admit of his going beibre,

ind scouring the woods with Ins ran^rs,

which wte contemptuously refused, ine

Ren«iralhad been cautioned by the Duke ot

Cumberlandtoguard againstasurpnscand

ttet he pushed on heedlessly with the firat

division, consisting of 1400 men. till he fcU

Into an ambuscade of 400, chieBy Indians,

by whom he was defeated and mortally

Wounded, on the 9th of July, HS*.

The regulars were put into the greatest

panic, and fled in the utmost confusion ;

but the

fighting

general

the rear,

broken,
as a mo!
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but the militia had been used to Indian
fighting, and were not so terrified. The
general had disdainfully turned them into
the rear, where theycontinued in a body un-
broken, and served under Col.Washington
as a most useful rear guard, which cover-
ed the retreat of the regulars, and prevcsntiT^
ed their being entirely cut to pieces.
Previous to this, and agreeable to the

views of the British ministry, the Massa-
chusetts assembly raised a body of troops,
which were sent to Noy'i Scotia, to assist
Lieutenant-Governor Lawrence in driviiig
the French from their several encroach"
ments within that province. .,[][

The expedition against Niagara was en-
trusted to governor Shirley, but failed
through various causes.

Sir William, then Colonel Johnson, was.
appointed to go against Crown Point. The
delays, slowness, and deficiency ofprepara-
tion, prevented the several colonies jcinliup
their troops till about August. In the mean
time the active enemy had transported for-
ces from France to Canada, marched them
down to meet the provincials, and attacked
Ithem ; but, meeting with a repulse, lost 600
men, besides having their general Baron
pieskau Wounded and made prisoner.
The next year tht Massachusetts raised a

Teatarmament to go againstCrown Point

;

lut Lord Loudon, on his arrival, did not



yJMHIIB 'wi ".. m" -"T-"

j2 The HisToiT or

Aink it proper that the forces should pro.

?eed. ow^ng^to a temporary
misunderstand-

Sg between his Lordship and the general

'Tthe year 1758, happily for the Briti^

rtadon^ the great Mr. I^itt was placed at the

S«d of the ministry, when the face of af-

?Ss ^s soon changed, the war was pro^e,

^ttd withunexampied success ?ndt^^^^^^

<mv was at length driven ont of AmcriM.

iL Israel iMfaHduit, the Massachusrt^s

.«!« in 1763. gave early notice of the

fS^SomoAe agent, though .of.C|t«lb,

The next year however, 1 '«*. W^,^"*"

ofrepresentaives
came w^'-SS rf rffW

Motions : " That the sole right of giro*

SJa^nrmBlhemoneyofttepeo^eofto

irowncc, was vested m them as »«''. "S^i

nresentatives ; and that the imposmonqfK3 taxes by the V»J«me«ofG«.

!"&nomancan3«.tl^take^^^^^^^^

of another without ^his consent^, u^on

uhich original F^^^^^^'b*^^^
presentation in the same oouy,

ercises the power of making laws
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levying taxes, one of the main pillars ofthe

British constitution, is evidently foundcd.»»

These resolutions were occasioned by

iiitelligcnce of what had been done in the

British House of Commons. It had been

there debated in March, whether they had

a r^bt to tax the Americans, they notbeing

represented, and determined unanimously

in the affirmative. Not a single person pre-

sent ventured to controvert the right.

After various propositions for taxing the

colonies, Mr. Grenville's intended stamp

act was communicated to the American

agents. Many of them did not oppose it,

half their number being placemen or de-

pendents on the ministry. Mr. Joseph

Sherwood, an honest Quaker, agent for

Rhode-Island, refused his consent to Ame-

rica's being taxed by a British parliament.

Mr. Mauduit, the Massachusetts agent,

favored the raising of the wanted money by

a stamp duty, as it would occasion less ex-

pense of officers, and would include the

West-India islands. The scheme, how-

ever was* postponed, and the agents autho-

rised to inform the American assemblies,

that they were at liberty to suggest any

other ways of raising monies, and that Mr.

Grenville was ready to receive proposals

for any other tax, that might be equivalent

in its produce to the stamp tax. The co-

lonies seemed to consider it as aa affrflot.

E 2
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father than as * compliment Ij^^^^^^

tet would not be
<=<>"JSfJ^'^^ar/proper

short of a certain specific
?«««vf"° PJ^ X^^
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sums been answcrabte to h«

J»^\;^id
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the side of the Americans, MnG^^^
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tered themselves, that the confusion which

would arise from the disuse of writings,

would compel the colonies to use stamp pa-

per, and therefore to pay the taxes imposed.

Thus they were led to pronounce it to be

a law which would execute itself.

Mr. GrenviUe, however, was not without

his apprehensions that it might occasion

disorders ; to prevent or suppress which he

projected another biU, which was brought

in the same sessions, whereby it was made

lawful for military officers in the colonic*

to quarter their soldiers in private houses.

This seemed intended to awe the people m-

to a compliance with the other act. Great

opposition being made to it, as under such

a power in the army, no one could look on

his house as his own, that part of the bill

was dropt ; but there still remained a clause

when it passed into a law, to oblige the se-

veral assemblies to provide quarters for the

soldiers, and to furnish them with firing,

bedding, candles, small beer,rum, and sun-

dry other articles, at the expense of the se-

veral provinces. This clause continued

in force after the stampt act was repealed.

These proceedingsofthemother country

gave rise to great disturbances in America.

Some persons ofconsequence at Boston, to

manifesttheir abhorrence and detestation of

a party in England,who they supposed were

endeavoriog to subvert the British consu-

.. KiMliH.l
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ew building, erected
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be designed for the

n as they appi cached

V beheaded the
eftigy,

ting all his windows,

»rden8,fcncea^ barns,

»at came in their way.

3Uver^fcarfulQfwhat

ed that he had written

icd.
Thempbasscm-

ftdalter some expres-

sions ofjoy for the resignation, Pn^«^«*
to the lieutenant «»vemor»s, Mr. Hutchtn-

son's house, whfch they besieged for an

hTur. but in vain ; insisting repeatedly up.

on kiowing, whether heW not written

in favor of the stamp act.

These disorders grew every day more

enormous and alarming. Mobs once raw^

ed soon become ^^^S^^^^^^l^^Z^
large accessions, and extend their tnten

tioris for beyond those of the. o^ipn^ «natt-

gators. Crafty men ««?»"*«'?»* i^
/&, when they.are '««<'»'^^*^ »;|^^'

rect their operations very difarently fipom

what was at first designed. ^» -.

People in England were differently aft

fectcd by the disturbances in the coloiriesi

fiome were for supporting *!?« »"»*»^j^
parliament at all events, and for enforemg

the stamp act, if aeedful, withthe pomtof

the swrS ; while othe*. were for ouieting

the colonies by the repti^ of it. Happily

Sr them, MrJGrenvilfc and his party w«fe

thrown out ofplace, and were succeeded by

the Marquis of Rockingham, J»««»JJ»^
22d of February, 1766, thib obnoxidHsAct

"*

WmIv,^1767, Mr. Charies Townsend.

then chancellor of the Exchequer, moved

the House of Commons for leave to bring

in bills for granting a duty, upon paper,

gloss, painters colours, &c. in the British



58 Th« HisTOiy OF

American colonics ; for «tthng salancson

the governors, judges, «cc. m North Amc-

rica ; and for tiking off the duties on cas

<;xportcd to America, and granting a duty

of three penqe a pound on the importation

?n America. Two biUs were at lengOLfram.

ed, and in June received the royal assent.

These acts occasioned fresh uisturban-

ces in America, where matters %vere earned

to a much greater height than before. In

consequenc^ of this. Lord Hillsborough

wrote to general Gage, in June, 1768, to

^send troops to Boston, in order to preserve

the peace of that town.
^

The introduction of troops into Boston

was attended with very serious consequen-

cca. The inhabiunts became exceedingly

^ous. and some of the rabble pushed

their m conduct so far. as to oblige th«

soldiers to fire on them, in their own de-

fence. This happened on th^^ho March

1770, whep thrcetj^JH^ons were billed, five

dangerously woun^STand a few slight^-.

This w^Jar from removing the evfl, and

onlv tended^p wide* the breach. Under

?he nSon of%eal for liberty, the r»bble

ranC the most extensive lH^ntK,u».

ness, and were every where gtiilty of the

TOOSt lawless, unjust, and tyrannical pro-

ceedings, pulling down houses, destroy-

ing thi property of every one that had

Men under their displeasure and deUvcr-
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ing prisoners out of the hands of justice.

Let us now turn our attention to see what

was doing, in the mean time at home. The
supporting the authority ofparliament, was

the only cause assigned by the minister

himselffor retaining the tea duty at the very

time when he acknowledgetl it to be as

anti-commercial a tax, as any of those that

had been repealed upon that principle.

The East-India Company, feeling the bad

eifects of the colonial smuggling trade in

the large quantities of tea, which remained

in their ware-houses unsold, requested the

repeal of the three penceper pound inAme-
rica, and oflTered, that on its being conipUed

with, government should retain six pence

in the pound on the exportation. Thus the

company presented the happiest opportu-

nity that could have been offered-fotihon-

orablyremovingthecatise ofdifference with

Amei ica. This afforded an opening for do-

ing justice, without infringing the claims

on either side. The minister was request-

ed and intreated, by a gentleman of great

weight in the company, and a member of

parliament, to embrace the opportunity ;

but it was obstinately rejected.

New contrivances were set on foot to in-

troduce the tea, attended with the three-

penny duty, into all the colonies. Various

intrigues and solicitations were used to in-

duce the East-India company to undertake
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^S^.te Ul bone of contenuonbe.

xompwiy at iMt adapted <>« aT'"".
J^

S'i^ia'SSVlgfSJ.ae
';J,S.;^ New-¥ork«jdl«|^».

b»d»

:;t?A^r'» 5the«»ahip.»tB«tton,«

and broke open 3*2 chert* Jt .*** "r. .,-

UntsTwWeh theycmpttttd i«^«^*^."JJ;

«emia.ac^e«ii^^arty^^^^ ^^.
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aels or any other property. When the busi.

ness was finished, the people returned qui-

etly to their own towns and habitations.

These and other decisive proceedings of

IheBostonians, induced the British minis-

try to bring in a bill into parliament, •' for

the immediate removal of the officers con-

cerned in the collection of the customs at

Boston, and to discontinue the landing and

discharging, lading and shioping of goods,

wares and merchandizes at Boston, or with-

in the harbor thereof." On the 3 Ist of March

1774, the bill received the royal assent.

Other bills were passed by the British

parliament, brought in by Lord North, all

tending to punish the Americans, and tlie

Bostonians in particular for their refrac

tory behavior* Petitions were sent Over

from America, and several of the members

ofboth houses reprobated these severe and

dangerous proceedings ; but no regard was

paid either to the petitions or to the remon-

strances of the minority in both houses.

The then ministry, at the head of which

was Lord North, were determined to ac-

cept from the Americans of nothing short

of absolute and implicit obedience to th6

laws of taxation. On the other hand, the

people of Massachusetts Bay, supported

and spurred on by the other Colonies, were

determined not to submit, and prepared to

repel force by force. They collected all
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the arms they could, and spent much of

their time in the exercise of them.

These proceedings of the people, and

their manifest disposition to resistance,

alarmed the gentrral, who thougnt it neccs.

sary , for the safety of the troops, as well as

to secure the importantpost of Boston, to

fortify the entrance at the neck, which at-

forded the only communication, except by

water, betweei the town and the continent.

In England, petitions were presented

from the merchants ofLondon, and almost

aU the trading towns in the kingdom -and

Mr BoUan,X)r. Franklin, and Mr. Lee,

^Iso presenUd petitions from the Aineri.

can Lieress ; but government treated

them witli indifference ^ndcontempt.

Lord Chatham persevered in the prosecu-

tion of bis conciliatory scheme with Ame-

rrca,andaccordin^ly brought
into the house

of lords the outlines of a bill, which he

hoDcd would answer that salutary purpose

;

We SSnistry rejected it Atthe^^™«.

time, Lord North gave a sketch ofthe mea-

iu^; he intended to pursue, >vhich xvere

to send a greater force to America, and to

iVn^fnVtemporary act to jm^
-^^^^^^^^^^

oil tVxf foreign trade of the dittereni coio

tl^oti^T.ir^^l^nd. particularly the^

fishery on die banls of Newfoundland, tUl

thev returned to their duty.

While matters were thus going on at
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V act, to put a stop to
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nd, particularly thei":

of Newfoundland, tUi

:ir duty.

i-ere thus going on at

home, General Gag^e, at Boston, received

intelligence that cannon and carriages were

deposited in the neighborhood of Salem.

He accordingly sent a body of troops from

the castle to seize them, but the Ameri-

cans found time to get them away, and the

troops returned without effectingany thing.

A skirmish having happened at Lexing-

ton, between the king's troops and a party

of the militia. General Gage no sooner re.

ceived this intelligence than he detached

Lord Piercy to Concord, with sixteen

companies of foot, and a number of ma-

rines, 900 men in the whole, and two
pieces of cannon, to support Col. Smith.

The junction of the brigade under Lord
Piercy, with the detachment under Colonel

Smith, gave the last a breathing time, es-

pecially as they now had cannon, which
awed the provincials from pressing upon
the rear in a direct line ; but the whole

force did not venture to halt long,, as the

minute men and militia were every where
collecting, in order to cut off their retread

to Boston.They soon renewed their march,

constant skirmishing succeeded, and a
continual fire, though often irregular and

scattering on their side, as well as on the

part of the provincials. The close firing

from behind the walls, by g^od marksmen,
for such were almost all the provincials,

put the troops into no small confusion, anci
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nude it so dangerous for the^officer,.^hat

thi.v were more attentive to their saiciy
they
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North America. ^
The British ministrydid not confinethem-

selves to the making of laws ; but they also

aeni out against the Americans the Gene-

rals Howe, Clinton and Burgoyne, who left

England on the 28th of May, and in about a

weekafterwards transports laden with troops

sailed from Cork, to reinforce Gen. Gage.

Memdrable coints recorded in this chapter^*

1745 Expedition against l.ouisboarg» . ,

1755 General Braddock defeated

.

1764 MassachuseL-j assembly declare
' against parliamentary taxes. '

1765 The stamp act passed—Riots atB«i-

.
' '

' ton on account of that act.

1^66 The stamp act repe?Jed.

1767 Mr. Charles Tbwnscud taxes the

colonies again.

1768 Troops ordered to Boston.

1770 Soldiers at Boston fire on the inha-

bitants. ,'

1773 The East India compdny^ cmMiwered
to export theii" own teas. The tea

thrown into the sea at Boston.

1774 The Massachusetts people prepare to

defend their rights by arms. Gene-

ral G^e fortifies the entrance into

' 'Boston.

1775 General Gage sends troops to Salem.

Skirmishes at Concord and Lexing-

ton^—The restraining billspassed m
EnglaiiU*^TheGen»Ts. Howe, Cliu.

ton and Burgoyne, sail for Bostos%

F'2
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CHAP. IV.
)

THE necessityofsccuringTicondcrog«

was early attended to bymany inNew-

England. Gen. Gage had set the example

ofattempting to seize upon mihtery stores,

and by so dome had commencedhosuhtics,

so that retaliation appeared warrantable.

V Col. Allen was at Castleton, with about

870 men, 230 of whom were Green Mouiu

udnBoys, so called from their residingwith-

in the limits of the Green Mountains, the

Hampshire Grants being so denominated

from the range of green mountains that run

throuffh them. Sentinels were placed im^

picdiately on all the roads to prevent jmy

Xntelligence being earned to Ticonderoga.

Col. Amold,whonowjoiocd Col. Allen,,

reported, that there were at Ticondero^,.

80 pieces of heavy cannon, 20 of brass,,

from four to cig^Ujen pounders, ^n <>r a.

dozen mortars, a ^^^^^J^,^\^Zi
and eona|dcrabl«^ stores j Aat the fiirt was.

in a ruinous condition, and, a&hc aiypos-

ed. earrisr lied by about forty men. JJt
was.

&ttled, thit CoUAll^n should have

the supreme command, ^d; CqI. Arnoia.

was to be his assistant. »* i
CoU Atlen with his 230 Green Mouil-

ialn Boys, arrived at Lake Champ am,

pppositc' to Ticonderoga, on the ninth of

||Jiy» at night. Boats >^<ire with diffiftulty

ftoc\
cross

theg
alon|

port,

mon
CoU
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re at Ticonderoga„

inon, %0 of brass,,

pounders, ten or a.

tber of siQi^l arms,.

»; that the fbrt was,

gnd, a&hcauppos-

t forty men*. It was.

. Allen should have

J, ^i CqI. Arnold.

r 230 Green Moun-
t i«ake Champlain,

jga, on the ninth of

t^^rewitbdiffiftultjr

procured, when he ami Colonel Arnold

Crossed over with 83 men, and aaded near

the garrison. The two colonels advanced

along side of eaqh other, and eatcred the

pottT leading to the fort, in the grey of the^

moriin^. A sentry snapped his fusee at

Col. Allen, and then retreated thro the co-

vered way to the parade. 1 he nwm body

of Amerians then followed, and drew up.

Capt. de la Place, the commander, waa

«uT»rised in bed. Thus was the place tak.

en without any bloodshed.

On the 15th June, 1775, the eongresa

proceeded to choose by baUot a general tj

command all the continental forces, and

George Washington, Es^. waaunj^iumous-^

ly elected. . . , , »,,-.

The nextdv. ofderawere issued by the

An^erieana^fora detachment of» thousand

meuTtamarchit evening, and emrench up-

ouBliiiker»shiU. By some mistake, Breed's,

kill, high and toMe like the other, but situ,

atcdo^ fii»t part of the peninsula,,

next to Boston, waa marked out for the en.

trenchtnent instead of Bunker's. The pro^

vineials proceeded therefore toBreed shiU;;

but were prevented going to work till near

12 o'dock at night, when they pursued

their business with the
utmostdUigenceand

alacrity ; so that by the dawn of the day ,,

they had thrown up a small redoubt, about

fight rods s<iuare. Such was the extraor-
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dinary silence that reigned a^c^^ them,

that they were not heard by tlic British on

board their ressels in the neighboring wa-

ters. The sight of the works was the first

notice that th? Lively man of war had of

them, when the captain began finny upon

them about four in the momlll||^ ^
The guns called the town ofBoston, the

camp. Sndthe fleet, tobehoW a novdty

whi^i wa. little expected. The prospect

obliged the British generals to alter the

planthey intended to have PJ""^^ ^^^^^'^^

Lv They grew weary of being cooped

iiD in Boaton,.and hadT«>olved uponjnak-

?n^g th^selm masteralof. Dorchester

heights ; but tJ»e present provmcial move.

meSt prevented the expedition. They were

,iow called to «tt*mpt; P^f»n8,thcm^
selves of Breed> hilt, oa^whwh BfeMf*^

vincials continued workini.aotwi^^nO.

ing a heavy fire from the ^f'^X**/¥P'*
*

number o/floating battt|-^,.aa<i » f**"^*^^

cation upon Cop's hill. xrtBoston; directly

opposite to th? little American redoubt.

ATinccssant shower of shot and bombs

>va8 poured by the batteries upon the Amc-

rkan work, and yet but one man v^as killed.

The Americans contmued laboring in-

dcfiitigabiy till they had thrown up a sinaJl

breast.woVk, extending ^o"^ ^he eas s,^

of the redoubt to the bottom ofthathiU ,
but

they were prevented completing it from the
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accountable error, the detachment, which

had been working for hours, was neither

reHevld. nor supplied with refreshments,

but weri left to engage under these disad.

''^B^twein twelve and one o'clock, and the

day exceedingly hot, a number ofboats and

bwges, filled with regular troops from
Bos-

tdn?PFoached Charlestown, when the men

wcre^anded at Moreton's Point. They con.

sistedof fourbatwlions, two companies ot

grenadiers, and ten of 1 ght infen«ry w»th a

Proportion of field wtiHery ; but, by some

Sve?sight, their spare cartridges wcr6

much too big foj them : so that, when the

Americans were at length forced from theu

Sies, there was not « round of artillery

oaitndges renteining, .
'

.. ^ -,.

^aiSoeit* Hbwe amVBrigadier Gen. Pi-

eot hitf %h0«iiAinahd. The troops formed,

S?d rtrtiked in tl«it pcishiot,. tilljoined by

ricond dettdhmenl or light infimtry and

Krentidier companlot, a baiTahon of the land

forces, and a battalion of marines, amount,

ine in the whole to about 3000 men. The

Generals Clinton and Burgoyrte took their

stand upon Cop's hill, to observe aftd con.

template the bloody and destructive opeta,

tions that were now commencing. 1 ht re,

Kulars frtrmed iii two lines, and advanced

acUberately, frequently halting to giY? tim^
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for tht i^rtiUcry to fire, which was not well

served, l-h^ light infontry were directed to

force the left point ofthe breast-work,
«J^

to take the Ap»crican line m Aank. T^c

grenadiers advanced to atuck »n front, supr

Sorted by two battalions, while the left, tin-

5cr Gen. Pigot, inclined to the right of the

American line. One ortwo ofthe contmen-

talregiments had been posted m Charles-

town, but afterwards removed to prevent

their being cut of by a sudden attack ;
SQ

that the British were not m the least hur.t

by the musquetry from thence. ^^-

Gen. Gage had for son^c time resolved

upon burning the town, whenever any

works were rtised by the Americans up^
the hills belonging to it; ^nd whje Uw

]^riti8b were advancing nearer to the at-

tack, orders came to Cop»aW« fpr execut-

ine the rei^olution. SoPft!«j^cr » canjass

was diacharpd Which «^£|^°j^^^^
house near the fctry way J the *re w»tant.

ly spread, mk most of the pUce waa soon

^flVme, t whUe the howej *tj»e eastern

cnl^f Cbartestown we«e set on fire by men

who landed from the boats.

The regulars derived no advantage from

the 8m<Ae ofthe conaagration. for thp wmU
suddenly shifting, carried it another way sa

that it could not cover them m their apt

proach. The provincials had not a rifienwft

imonjs them, not one being yet arrived

froni
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from the southward; nor had they any

other guns than common muskets, ana

even those were not furnished with bay-

onets. However, they were almost all

marksmen, being accustomed to sportmg

of one kind or other from their vouth. A
number of Massachusetts people were m
the redoubt,and the part ofthe breast-woi*

nearest it. The left of the breast-work,

and the open ground stretching beyond ite

point to the water-side, through which

there was not an opportunity of carrying

the work, waa occupied partly by the Mas-

sachusetts forces, and partly by the peo-

pie of Connecticut.

The British moved oh slowly to the at-

tack, instead of using a quick step ;
which

ffave the provincials the advantage of tak-

ing surcrand cooler aim. These reserved

their Hrf , till the regulars came withm ten

or twelve rods, when they began a *«"OU9

discharge ofsmall arms, which stopped the

regulars, who kept up the firing without ad-

vancing. The discharge from the Amen-

cans was so incessant, and did such execu-

tion, that the regulars retreated in disorder,

and with great precipitation towards the

place ofUmding. Their officers used every

effort to make them return to the chargje,

with which they atlength complied ; but the

Americans again reserved their fire till the

regulars came within five or six rods, when

the enemy was a second time put to flight.
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General Howe and the officers redoubled

the?r Exertion. ; and General Clinton, per-

^linK how the army was staggered, pass^

'edov?r, without w'aiting for orders, and

joined them in time to be of service. The

Americans being in want of powder, sent

tTa supply but^ould procure none; for

S^rVwas but a barrel and a halfm the ma-

^.z^ne'Thisdeficiencydi^^^^^^
««Vinir the same defence as before ,

wniic

^?B^tSh %;^cd a further advantage by

brinKine some Jannon to bear, so as to rake

Se^iS of the breast.work>om
end to

end The regular army now made a cieci-

rive pusVana th<5 fire from the ships and

X^ks^as redoubled Theprov-"*^*

STere of necessity ordered to/etrcat.

It was feared by the Americans, that the

9rmrh t^ops wUd p-^.;^,iaTo
thev had caincd, andmarch immecmteiy to

Se head Suarte^s at Cambriag^, about two

mfles diSant, and in no state of 4efence.

• But thev advanced no farther 4han to Bun-

!e^4'hi?i:therethey^ewu^^^^^^^^

SfsaT TprKosric'^-isr^^^^ o^

them'about^alf wa/to Cambridge.

Tl eloss ofthe British accordingtoGen.

eral Gage, amounted to 1054. ofw^?20
werekXd; of these 19 were comiMssion-

Td officer" including a lieutenant ^UmeU

two majors, and seven captains. Seventy

Other

those

tenan
Pitcai
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to Cambridge,
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19 were comnftission-

a lieutenant colonel,

in captains. Seventy

Other officers were wounded. Among,

^
Tie"Wovinclals had. 1?D !^iW<:f.

^'^

wounded and 36 were missing, in aU 453

In the opinion of many. General Howe

was chargeable with a capital error in land-

Tng and aWking as he did. It might orjji.

nate from too great a confidence in the for-

ces he commaSded, and in too contemptu.

ous an opinion of the enemy he had to cn-

counter.*He certainly might have entrapped

the provincials, by landing on the narrowest

part of Charlestown neck, under the fire of

the floating batteries and ships of war. Here

hTmight have stationed and fortified his ar-

my, and kept up an open communication

with Boston by a water carriage, which he

would have commandea through the aid of

the navy, on each side of the peninsula.

Hadhemadcthismanceuvre.theprovincials

must have made a rapid retreat from Breed'*

hiU, to escape havinghis troopsm their rear,

and being enclosed. It was said that Gen-

Z\ Clinfon proposed it. ^Th'e n^ection of

that proposal greatly weakened the British

luiny, and probably prevented the rum of

the Americans. .

In July, ihe congress received a letter

from the convention of Georgia, setting:

forth, that the coloiw bad acceded to tfcc
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general association, and appointed dele-

nates to attend the congress.
^^i„„j^,

*^
The accession of Georgia to the colon "

occasioned their being afterwards called ^*

Thirteen United Colonies, The first host li-

tiei tha? happened in this Pft between ^e

opposite
part\es,commencedaboutthemid.

Sfc of November, when a n">"*'"/^£S
isu attacked the Americans, and obliged

hem after three days., to '^urr-ckr
^^^^^

thev had taken possession of, m wnicn mey

In the month of November, the New.

YoA convention having ^solved upon the

removal of the cannon from the b«"ery oi

learning when .#»«>»
^.^,ion of the

.ppointed a
^'f IfEl, "JSSnS about the

*»".?'
"'?Jl'-. lw,r«a. of po*der, ol

.bore mistook
.tT^nUtemflPIP ..

ffe a mus»

.JM*i
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T resolved upon the
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vas appointed to the

ndeput, of the Asia

y informed of the de-

ppose its execution,

to be attempted, he

:chth«,|!^,tionofthe

lep^^ about the

lirf-j^inliieboatgiv.

HSm of powder, ot

uttem^^#*ian\"*:
diatelfOmed a volley

by whioh a man was

eput #tfi aftcf CO"*'

the AlU With grape_.

id 24 plunders, wUn^
)erson, and wcwpMWl

KoilTII AlllRItA. n
only three, two slightly, the other lost the

calf of the leg. He then ceased for a con-

siderable time, supposing that «"« people

had desisted from their purpose, while they

were only changing their mode of operaUon.

Capt. Sears provided a dcceivmg party,

intended to draw the Asia's fire fvom the

line of the working party. He sent the for-

mcr behind a'breast-work, by which they

were secured by dodging down "po" «*'-

serving the flash of the Asia's guns. When
all was in readiness, thev huzzaed, and sung

out their notes as though tugging in unison,

and fired from the walls ;
while the work-

ing party silently got off twcnty-one eigh-

teen pounders, with carriages, empty car-

• tridges, rammers, &c.
• *i^

Upon hearing the noise and «e«»n8 ^^
6re of the musketry the captain orrtwettthj

Asia to fire a whole bctwdside towaidivtlwt

part of the fort, where the deceiving party

had secured themselves* without intcoding

any particular injury to the city. However

some of the shot fleW into the city, and did

*Th?s affair happened at a very late hour*

between twelve and two, and threw the ciU.

zens into the utmost consternation, ine

distress ofthe New-Yorkers was very much

encwttsed by a painful appr«^^«n"°^„^**

Cant. Vipdeput would renew his firing up-

oathficlfy. A removal ofmen, women, chil-

,i
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drcn, and goods instantly commenced, and

continued for some time. Matters were

however so far adjusted, as to quiet the ap-

prehensions of the people, in reference to

their suffering further from the fire. of the

Asia. To prevent it the convention permit-

ted Abraham Lott, Esq. to supply his ma-

icsty's ships, stationed at New-York, with

ill necessaries, as well fresh as salted, for

the use of those ships.

In the month ofNovember, the general as-

sembly of Rhode-Island passed an act for the

capital punishment of persons, who should

be found guilty of holding a traitorous cor-

respondence with the ministry of Great-

Britain, or any of their officers or agents, or

of supplying the ministerial army or navy,

employed against the United Colonies, with

provisions, arms, &c. or of acting as pilots

wi board any of their vessels. They also

passed an' act for sequestering the estates of

4cveral persons, whom they considered as

avowed enemies to the liberties ofAmerica.

On the night of the 2dth ofAugust, about

2000 American troops entrenched them-

selves on Plowed hill, within point blank

shot ofBunker's hill ; and notwithstandinga

continual fire on them all the day followme^

they had only two killed and two wouaded.

The British finding that their fire did not

Wswer, relaxed, and after a while dcsistetl

<:^^
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<^tircly, and the Americans remained qui-

et in their new post.
rL-«.-.|

In the beginning of September, General

Washington received a very accepubk^-

mittance of 7000 pounds wei?ht of powdcr,

which had been very scarce m the Amen-

**Gen%ashington, having receivedpleas-

ii,g accounts from Canada, bemg assured

lift neither Indians nor CanadianscouW^

prevailed upon toact agamst the Amencans,

concerted the plan of detachmg a body of

troops from the head quarters, across the

country to Quebec. He communicated the

same to Gen. Schuyler, who approved^rt.

and all thines were got m 'eadmess. Thqr.

set out on tl»e expedition on the }3th ^P-
tember.undcr the command ofCol. AnioW,

assisted by the colonels Greene and t^joj,

and majors Mciga and Bigelow, the wh^
force amounting to about eteven hundred

™Gn thiei 18th of October, Capt. Mowat

destroyed 1S9 houses, 278 stores and other

buUdirtgs, the far greater and better part ot

the town of Falmouth, in the northern part

of Massachusetts. The inhabitants m com-

pliance with a resolve of the provincial con-

iwcUs, to prevent tories carrymg out their

effects, gave some violentobstruction to the

loading of a mast ship, wMch »kew upojv

them &e indignation ofthe British adauri^

G 2
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In the mean thnc. General Montgomerjr

was sent forward to Ticondcro«, wi*J
/J'J;

dy of troops; and beingarrived at the We

he sent amon^ the Canadians, by Coh AUen

«nd Major Brown, assuring them that the

army wis designed only agamst the Lnghsh

Sarrlsbns, and not against the court^, «»e.r

gbertiea or religion. Jie lays siege to St.

Johns, on Ae 17th of Sept^ber. ^
Col. Allen and Major Brown bein|f on

their return, »ft«'j^«*^«*»"f *! ^JTed
aion. with which the general tad cntrustea

Siem, the latter advised Col. AJl*«^*^^l;

and proposed that the colonel should return

toLongucil, procure^canoes and cross tw:

river St.La^nce, alittle north of Montrc-

31 while he, the major, orf^^d^^^^^^J^
the south of the town,

y'^^^JL'Sah^T^S*
as be had boats 8ufi<aent» 1 he plan^*»P
SSved, and Col. Allen paswfcd th« m«^n
K.^Kt The maior, by some meansy «b»-

a»rohed oat .pin* *'<? 'n**^'

S

Iwilon. togetSer with Canadian., En^h
«l Mansramoaming to

«»»«J!»^«*'/
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attack dpon Chamblee, and in battcans car-

ried down the artillery, past the fort of St,

Johns. After a short demur, Chamblee sur-

rendered to the majors Brown and Living,

aton. The greatest adi^uisition was about

six tons of powder, which gare great en-

couragement to the provincials*

On the 3d of November, the garrison of

St. Johns, consisting of 500 regulars and

100 Canadians, after a siege of 46 days,

surrendered by capitulatiow.

On the 12th of November, Gen. Mont-

gomery pressed on to Montreal, which not

being capable ofmaking any defence. Gov.
' Carleton quitted it one day, and the Ame-
.jl^can general entered it! the next.

'

f

Notwithstanding the advance^ iwason «f

the year. Gen. Montgomery marched on

for the ei^ital, and on the 5th of December

appeared before Quel>ec* Th« gaTrison4sim.

nsted of about fifteen fhundredi while the

- 1a«siegers were said tooonsist <rf Kttle vaote

than haif that number.' Upon hi» appear,

ing before the city, he sent forwarda flag of

truce, which was fired upon by order of Sir

Guy Carleton. At this Gen. Montgomery
was so provoked, that the next day he wrote

to Sir Guy, and in hisletter, departed firom

the common mode of conveying his senti-

ments ; he made use of threats and kingiiake

which in his cooler moment* be vould
fcavc declined. *

' i^u

Ii

hes
wer
•ooi

five

pou
ry«

I

the

det

sto:

wei

ets

the

M<
hel

P"
a(
un
tei

th<

ha
an
nc

to

V
h
C
ti



RT or

nd in batteans cm-
past the fort of St.

lur, Chamblee snr*

irdwn and Living-

luisition was about

ich garc great en-

rincialsw ' ''

:

)er» the garrison of

\ 500 regulars and

siege of 46 days,

tiow. :

mber, Gtn. Mont>
lontrealt ^ict> "ot

J
any deifcnoe, Qov.

day, and the Am6-
the next.

'

f

advance4 jKason of

omcsry mardhed on

tie 5th of Decenibttr

!. Tht garrisonxim-

hundtedi while the

onsiatofKctlensoie
> Upon hiis appear.

«nt forwarda flag of

ipon by order of Sir

t Gen.<M(mtgomeiy
le next day !w wrote

etter, departed firom

conveying lus aenti*

threats and hingiwgc

moment he 'would

North Ambrxca. U
In spite of the inclemency of the season,

he set about erecting worlts. His batteries

were composed of snow and water, which

soon became solid ice. He planted on them

five pieces of ordnance, twelve "wd mn«

pounders, with one howitzer ; but the artiUe-

Jy was inadequate, and made no imPff«««»•

In the evening, a council was held by^l

the commandinK officers of Col. Arnold s

detachment, and a large majority were for

storming the garrison, as soon as the men

were provided with bayonets, spears, hatch-

ets and hand grenades. Tl^e plan ofstormmg

the earrison was wholly the work of Oexi.

Montgomery, who, in the council of war

held on the occasion, shewed the necessity,

practicability, and importance of it, m such

a clear and convincing manner, that they

unanimouslyagreed to the measure. 1 he at-

tempt had the appearance of rashness ; but

the general was persuaded that men, who

had behaved so bravely, would follow him,

and that Sir Guy Carleton's forces would

not fight, when actual service commenced.

On the 31st of December, the troops as-

sembled at the hour appointed. They were

to make the attack by the way of Cape

Diamond, at the general»s quarters o» the

heisbts ofAbraham, and were headed by the

Geh-himself. Col. Arnold was madeto at.

tack ^^ugh the suburbs of St. Roe. Col.

Uvin|fton and Maj. Brown were to saakc »
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false attack upon the walla, to the southward

of St. John's gate, and in the gcan Ume to

set fire to the gate withthe comaistiblcspre-

pared for that purpose. The colonel was al-^

?o to give the signals for the combination of

the attacks, which were to begin exactly at

five o'clock. It is said that Capt. Fraser, of

the regulars, who was then oii
P^^J"^**

g°;"S

his roSnds, saw the rockets fired oflF as sig-

nals, and, forming a conjecture of what was

going forward, beat to arms without orders,

Sd so prepared the garrison for defence.

The difTerent routes, the assailattts had

to make, the depth of the ^no^' "^^.^'^^^

obstacles, prevented the execution of Liv-

ingston's command. The general tnoved

^ith his division, attended by a number of

parpenters, to the piquets^at Cape Diamond,

Th?8e were soon cut with the saws, and the

general pulled themdown himself. He then

^tercd, attended by the carpenters and

someofhisofiBcers. f„,.,„«v
On their entrance, their guides forsook

them, which alarmed the general and other

officers, who were unacquainted wiA the

pass and situation of the enemy's artiUeiy.

However, they pressed on, and the general,

KSigthafJ^e troops didnotfollow^^^

ftpfrit. called out, " Fie, for shame !
willAc

^ew.York troops desert the cause m thw

Seal moment ? Will you not follow when

JSur general leada ? Push on, brave boy^.

were

of w
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Quebec is ours." A few acted with resolu-

don, advanced and attacked the
guard house,

when the enemy gave a discharge of g«pe

shot from their cannon, and also of small

arms which provtf fatal to the gc^end, his

aid.de.camp, Capt. Cheeseman, and others.

The firing from the guardhouse ceased, by

the enemy's quitting their post, and the op-

portunity offered for the assailants to push

forward with success ; but the deputy quar.

ter-master general, Campbell, with the rank

of colonel, assumed the command, orderecl

a retreat, which took place, and the wound-

ed were carried off to the camp.

The divison under Col. Arnold was equal-

ly unsuccessful. The colonel received a

wound in one of his legs from a musket ball,

and was carried to the general hospital. Mis

men maintained theirground till ten o'clock,

when, all hopes of relief bemg over, they

were obliged at last to surrender prisoners

of war. In this attack the provincials lost

upwards of an hundred men. Gen. Moiit.

eomery was shot through both his thighs

!nd his head. His body was taken up the

next day, an elegant coffin was prepared,

and he was soon after decently mt^rred.

The eeneral was tall and slender, well limb-

ed, of easy, graceful, and «»anly address.

He had the love,.esteem, and confidence of>

the whole army ; he was of a good family

in Ireland, and had served with reputauoa
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in the late war with France. His cxccUent

qualities and disposition procured him an

Sncommon share of private affection, and

his abilities of public esteem. His deaUi

was considered as a greaf^tloss to the Am<!.

rican cause, than all the others with which

it was accompanied.

Whenthe continental troops had collect-

ed after the unsuccessful attack on Quebec,

there arose a dispute who should command,

and whether it was advisable to r^^^^
siege, or wait till a "inforcement shouW

arrf^c. A council of war agreed, that Col.

Arnold should command, and should con-

tinue the siege, or rather the block^lj.

which was accordingly done, apparenUv at

no small risk, as they had not more han

four hundred men fit for duty ;
but they

retired about three miles from the city, and

posted themselves advantageously.

Mem^rMe e*ef,u rtcorded in tMs chapter. An, ITTS'

The expedition against Ticonderoga,

Geo. Washington, Esq. elected command-

; er in chief of the continental torces.

The battle of Bunker's hill.

Georgia accedes to the Union.

The thirteen Colonies united.
.

The Asia man ofwar fires upon New-York.

Col. Arnold's expedition into Canada.
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CHAP. V.

§5

LET us now return to Boston and its

environs, and see what was transact-

ine there. On the 15th of February, 1776,

the strength of the ice having been tried m
one place, and the frost contmuing, l»en.

Washington was desirous ofembracing the

season for passing over it, from Cambridge

side into Boston. He laid before the coun-

cil ofwar thefollowing'question :
"A stroke

well aimed at this critical juncture may put

a final period to the war, and restore peac^

and tranquility so much to be wished for \

and therefore, whether part of Cambridge

and Roxbury bays being frozen over, A

general assault should not be made on Bos-

ton ?'*

General Ward opposed the idea, saying,

" The attack must be made with a view of

bringing oh an engagement, or^of driving

the enemy out of Boston, and either end wril

be answered much betterbypossessingDor*

Chester height^.»» When the vot^s^wcre

called for, the majority were against the at*

tack. It was however determined to posses*

themselves of Dorchester heights, which
^

' was accordingly afterwards accomplished.*

On tlic 5th of March, the British admiral

informed Gen. Howe, that ifdie Americani

possessed those heights, he could not keep
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one of hU m.jesty'8 shins in the ^f^J-r
Every design of Gctieral Howe to force the

Americanworks onthe hi" beingfrustjjted^

a council of war was called, when it wt»

agreed to evacuate the town as soon as pos-

aiblc. The time that had been gained by Jie

Americans for strengthening their works,

tool^ away all hopes of any 8"cc"»i"! .»^/

tempts to be made on theni by the British

forces. The Americans had ijrovided a

oreat number of barrels, filled with stones,

Savel and sand, which were placed romid

Se works, ready to be rolled down, with a

J^w to b;«ik tfie lines of any
^
J»trte ad.

vancing troops, wl|f|n ascending the hills.

On the 7th of March, therf was a gcne-

na hurry and confusion in Boston, every one

in the royalinterest.beingbusyin
preparing

to quit the town, and to carry offevery tiimg

thaiW valuable. A fia|twm sentout from

STsSrct men. acquaintFng Gen. Washing*

Sn» the intention of the troops, anrt

that Gen. Howe was disposed to leave tm

town sunding, provided he could retire un*

SwupUd. Gen. Washington bound him^

leSunder no obligation,but expressed him-

Sf in words, whf^h '^^^^''f^^^^ZV^
construction ; und intimated his go"^*'"";

• as for the preservation of Boston. Atmv
S'clock, in them(»rn|ng, Pfthel7^.^the

embarkation was completed, and ^efo^J^

tlie whpfc fleet was under sail, and the^ ^

Yinci

bull

"i

jMi-f--
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Noam AicERtcA. M
vincials soon after took possession of the

town. „ , , .

Let us now take a view ofwhat was doing

in Virginia. Towards the close of 1775 the

Liverpool frigate arrived at Norfolk from

Great Britain. Soon after the captain sent

a flag of truce, and demanded to be inform-

ed \3iethcr his majesty's ship of war would

be supplied from the shore with provisions*

The reply was in the negative ; and the

ships in the harbor being continually an-

noyed by the riflemen from behind the

buildings and ware-houses on the wharfs,

it was determined to dislodge them by de».

troving the town.

Previous notice was given, that the wo-

men, children, and other innocent persons,

might remove from the danger. The en-

trance of the new year was signalized at four

o'clock in the morning, by a violent cannon-

ade from the Liverpool, two sloops of war,

and the governor's armed ship the Dun-

mere, seconded by parties of sailors and

marines, who landed and fired the houses

next the water. Where buildings, instead

of beiilg covered with tile, shite, or lead, are

covered with shingles, (thin light pieces of

fir or cedar, half a yard in length, and about

six inches broad) let the wind be ever so

moderate, they will, upon being fired, be

likely to communicate the conflagration to a

distance, should the weather be dry, by the
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bunrfag Aingle. being *'»«"^^J^T*
S'Z fcm« to the top. of otherh««^
"
Thu. the whole townwm reduced tojg-

L A»* the AmericTO. might
heve no iW-

^%'^'"At^^n^«'^^
^\^.':iSjr.i.e/»^|3=^Norf^.t

»sr« thi^^:^^"'^'' t"-^"
S^HnSTstcrling. However ufgt..t the ne-

vernoJ. Lord Dunmore, a principal a««>»^™

^-?i:i'^^&t?d^r£;i;Si
5!:il^§^5tKK:.at£r««y.by*e*

liana* vSH WOun4 !*«> fie«J»» ^ *»

^«a„,p<»*. there to A,^^^«MW^.
W to some delays, the licet aia no^i^^^^^

SSsSieiath of February. It conawM.oC
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On the 14th of March, a fresh attempt

was made in the house of lords, to prevent

a continuance of hostilities, which so far

succeeded, that in the May following, letters

patent, by his majesty's orders, passed under

the great seaUconstituting Lord Howe and

Gen. Howe, to be his majesty's commis-

sioncrs for restoring peace to the colonies in

North America, and for granting pardon to

such of his majesty's subjects there, then m
rebellion, as should deserve the royal mercy.

The same month Commodore Hotham,

with all the transports, having the first di-

vision of Hessians on board, sailed from St.

Helen's for North America. But let us re-

turn to Canada, and attend to what was go-

ing forward in that quarter.

The blockade of Quebec was continued *

but the fears of the Americans were great,

as they had no more than 400 men to do

duty, while there were upwards of three

times the number in the city; they were

in daily expectation that the besieged would

sally out upon them. At length a small re-

inforcement arrived, which enabled them

to take a little more rest, though the army

was again soon reduced by the small-pox

that bro}te out among them.

.. Towards the end of May, several regi-

^' mentsarrivetl from England, and the British

forces in Canada were estimated at about

13,000 men. The general rendezvous wasi

H 2

. ,._».«i^t.«i*.=R':ij.rili1ii|l|^jL



lui .uiinBi.iiir"il«iW)l)>

to The History op

aDPointeil to be at Three Rivers half way

between Quebec and Montreal. Jhe Ame,

ricans now formed a plan to surprise the Bri-

tish troops, and for that purpose marched

under cove'r of the night, on the 8th of June,

in order to attack them a little before day-

break. Gen. Thompson, who commandeU

in this expedition, had procured a Canadian

guide, who was either ignorant or unfaith.

ful ; for, a little bef.re sun rise, he found

his forces were out of the proper road. 1 hey

?i urned, but losing their way by the side

ofthe river, they were soon m view of some

ofthe enemy 's boats, between which and
the

flanking party several balls were exchanged.

Theylen quickened their pace, and con-

tinued advancing in sight of the shipping,

whh drums beating and fifes playing^^^s

they knew they were discovered. .
A.^e ge-

aeral, judging there was no possibility of

Sni th? ships, without being exposed ta

ffi thc5 fire, Jd yet determining to persist

?n the expedition, filed oif at a right angle

fromtheriver. He meant totake a circuitous

route, and enter the town on the backside. A
bad morass interposed, the troops entered it,

-and the men were aligost mired. Aboutnme

%'elQck,they came to a cleared spot, formed

and got into some order about ten. 1 hey aa

-• vanced, but before the rear had go off the

placeofformatioh.the front received aheavy

fee from the enemy, which struck them witft

siKtoa
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terror. The fire was instantly repeated, and

though the balN flew over the heads of the

troops without doing any ^natenal execu-

tion they gave way, and crowded back, m
Ir»tmoL confusion, which left thern with,

out a leader, so that every one did as he

pleased. They turned their faces up the

i-iver and hastened through the swamp as

fast as possible. About eleven they began to

collect" and soon learned from the Canadi-

ans, that the enemy had sent a detachment,

with several field-pieces by land, to cut ott

their retreat, and a party by water to seize

their boats. About four they were told, that

the enemy had secured the bridge before

them, which itwas supposed they must pass.

Thev were also convinced that a large body

were closely in their rear. Col. Maxwell or-

dered all who had collected together to halt,

called the officers to him, and said, '
What

shaU we do ? Shall we fight those in the front

or in the rear I Shall we tamely submit .
or

shall we turn off into the woods, and each

man shift for himself ?" The last proposal

was preferred, but the enemy was so near,

that the rear of the Americans was expos-

ed to another tremendous fire, while going

down the hill into the woods, but the balls

flew over them without injuring any. 1 he

person, who was intrusted with the care of

. the boats, had removed tham "Jtime to a

secure place ; so that the loss of the Ame^

iiu(i:»jijijfiiiini.''j«
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ricans, which must otherwise have btcn

much greater, amounted only to about 200

''"xhe^troops that escaped began to colle<Jt

about ten tfic next day, and by noon were

considerably numerous. They got^ong by

dcKrees, and by sun set the day following ar-

rived opposite^Sorel. Gen. Thompson and

Col. Irwin, the second ip command, with

some other officers were taken. 1 he kill-

ed and wounded of the king's troops were

^'^

The king's forces having joined at Three

Rivers, proceeded by landand water to So-

rel, off which the fleet arrived in the even-

ine a few hours after the rear of the^Ame-

ricans had left it. A considerable body was

landed, and the command ofthe column giv-

en to Gen. Bureoyne, with instructions to

pursue the continental army up the river to

6t. Johns, but without hasyu-dmg any thing

till another column on his right should be

able to co-operate with him. SirGuyCarle^

ton's extraordinary precaution to put no-

thine to hazanl, when not absolutely neces-

sary, gave the Americans the opportunity

of escaping. Had Burgoyne been instruct-

ed to press on with the utmost expedition,

ereat numbers of the provincials must have

been made prisoners, and but few would

have crossed Lake Champlain. Thuseixa^

cd the expedition against Quebec.

thel
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To return to Boston. The British Com.

modore, Banks, omitting to leave cruisersm
r bay .afforded an opportunity to the Ame-

rican privateers oftaking a number ofHigh-

lindens Three days after his quitting it.

the George and Annabella transports enter-

ed.afteraWageofsevenweekslrom^^^^

land during the course of which they ftaa

not an opportunity of speaking with a sin-

X vessel that could give them the smallest

Kmation of the British troops having

Lvacu^?ed Boston. They were attacked m
Se morning by four privateers, wuh whom

Sev engaged till the evening, when the

privatee?s bore away, and the transport*

Sed for Boston harbor, not doubting

but they should there receive protection^

eiUer from a fort or ship of force stationed

fir the security of British vessels, fhey

stood up for Nantasket road, when an Ame.

rican battery opened upon them, which wa.

the first serious proof they had of the situ-

idon of affiilrs at^he port to which they were

destined They were too far embayed to

?etreat as the uLd had diedaway, and th^

tSe was half expended. The privateers

with which they had been engaged^ jmned

by two others, made towards them. 1 hey

prepared for action ; but, by some misfor-

ZT \ht Annabella got aground so far

Xrn of the George, that the latter expect-

S but a feeble support from feer musketry.
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About eleven at night, the privateers an-

chored close by, and hailed them to strike

the British flag. The mate of the George,

and every sailor on board, the captain ex-

cepted, refused to fight any longer ; but the

officers and privates of the 71st regiment

stood to their quarters till all their amrau-

nition was expended, when they were ibrc-

ed to yield. They had eight privates and a

major killed besides 17 wounded. The num-

ber of Highlanders taken were 267 privates,

48 officers, besides Lieut. Col. Campbell.

On the 25th ofJune, Gen. Howe arrived

at Sa«dy Hook in the Greyhound frigate.

He soon received from Gov. Tryon a full

Account of the state and disposition of the

province, as well as of the strength of the

Americans. Gen. Washington's army was

small, rather below 9000 fit for duty. Of
this little army it was said, at least 2000

were wholly destituteofarms, and nearly a^

many with arms In such condition as to be

lather calculated to discourage than animate

the user. On the 2d of July, Gen. Howe**

troops took possession of Staten Island..

On the first of July, congress resolved

itself into a committee of the whole upon

the subject of independence } but neither

colonies nor members being unanimous^ it

was postponed till the next day. On the

fourth, thev had it under further considera^

t49n, when the declaration of independence
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was agreed to and adopted. The title of it
was.

«( A declaration by the Representatives ofthe
United States ofAmerica in Congress at^
sembled.**

The preamble follows in these words.—
" When, in the course of human events, it

becomes necessary for one people to dissolve
the political bands which have connected
them with another, and to assume, among
the powers of the earth, the separate and
equal station, to which the laws of nature
and of nature's God entitle them, a decent
respect to the opinions of mankind re-
quires that they should declare the causes
which impel them to the separation.
" We hold these truths to be self-evident,

that all men are created equal—that they arc
endowed by their Creator with certain unali-
enable righte, thatamong these are life,liber-

ty and the pursuit ofhappiness—That to se-
cure these rights, governments are institut-
ed among men, deriving their just powers
from the consent of the governed—that
whenever any form of government becomes
destructive of these ends, it is the right of
the people to alter or abolish it, and to insti.

tiite a new government, laying its founda-
tion on such principles, and organizing
its powers in such form, as to them shall
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was laid prostrate on the ground, and the

lead of which it was made was doomed to be

run into bullets.

On th^ 14.th of August, Lord Dunmorc
c)uittcd Virpjinia, and joined the British for-

CCS. He arrived with Lord Campbell and

Sir Peter Parker off Statcn-Island. His lord-

ship continued on the coasts, and in the ri-

vers of Virp;inra, till the closeness and filth

of the small vessels, in which the fugitives

were crowded, together with the heat of the

weather', the badness and scarcity of water

and provisions, produced a pestilential fever

which made great havoc, especially among
the negroes, many ofwhom were swept away.

When at length every place was shut against

him, and neither water nor provisions Were

to be obtained, but at the expense of blood,

it was found necessary to burn several of the

smaller and least valuable vessels, to pre-

vent their falling into the hands of the Ame-
ricans, and to send the remainder, with the

exiled friends of government, to seek shelter

in Florida, Bermuda, and t heWest- Indies.

Lord Ho\ye arrived off Halifax towards

the end ofJune, and from thence proceeded

to Nevv-Yoi^k, and reached Staten-Islhnd by
]

the 12th of July. From thence he sent on

shore by a flag to Amboy, a circular letter,

together with a declaration to several of the

late governors of the colonies, acquainting

them with his powers, and desiring them to
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publish the same as generally as possible,

for the information of the people. But it

was now too late to bring them back to the

obedience of the mother country, since the

declaration of independence had been every

where solemnly read.

In the month of August, Gen. Howe find-

ing himself sufficiently strong to attempt

something, resolved on making a descent,

on Long-Island. The necessary measures

being taken by the fleet for coveriag the de-

scent, the army was landed, without oppo-

sition, between two small towns, Utretcht

»nd Gravesend, not far from the Narrows,

on the nearest shore to Staten-Island.

On this island are several passes through

the mountains or hiUs, which are easily de-

fensible, being very narrow, and the lands

hieh and mountainous on each side. 1 hese

were the only roads that could be passed

from the south side of the hills to the Ame-

rican lines, except a road leading round the

easterly end of the hills to Jamaica. An early

attention had been given to the importance

of these passes. To the second of them, the

pmall American parties, patrohnc on the

coasts, retired upon the approachof the Bri-

tish boats with the troops. Lord CornwaUis

pushed on immediately with the reserve .and

some other forces ; but findmgthe Amen-

cans in possession of the pass, in compUr

ance with orders he risked no attack.
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The Americans had on each of the three

passes or roads a guard of 800 men ; and to

the east of them in the wood. Col. Miles

was placed with his battalion to guard the

road from the south of the hills to Jamaica,

and to watch tly: motion of the enemy oiv

that side, with orders to keep a party con-

stantly reconnoitring to and across the Ja-

maica' road. The sentinels were so placed

as to keep a continual communication be-

tween the three guards on the three roads.

On the 20:h of August, Gen. Howe,
having fully settled a plan of surprise, Gen.

de Heistcr, with his Hessians, took post at

Flatbush in the evening, and composed the

centre. About nine o'clock the same night,

the principal army, containing much the

greater part of the British forces, under the

commands of Gen. Clinton, Earl Piercy,

and Lord Cornwallis, marched in order to

gain the road leading round the easterly end

of the hills to Jamaica, and so to turn the

left of the Americans. Col. Miles whose
duty it was to guard this road, suftered the

British to march not less than six miles, till

they were near two miles in,the rear of the

guards, before he discovered and gave no-

tice of their approach.

The next day, before day-break, Gen.
Clinton arrived within half a mile of the

road, when he halted, and settled hisdisposi-

tion for the attack. One ofhis patroles fell
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•m with a patrol of American officers on

hortebicklho were trepanned and made

prisoners. Gen. Sullivan though m expec.

?!tf«n thit thev would bring him mtelU-

I'enc neglectc'd sending out\ fresh patrol

• on RndhiK h^^^^^f disappointed. Clinton,

ka ng from the captured officers, -that th^

Amerifins had not occupied the road, de-

^X a b mlion of light infantry to secure

? and advancing with his troops upon the

fJst appearance of day, possessed himself of

the h^i^hts that commanded the road.
^

About midnight, the guard, consisting aU

of N.w-Yorkers and Pennsylvanians per-

ceiling that there was danger at hand, fled

Sout firing a gun, f^d
c^ried to G^^^^

p.M^ons whocoirmandedthem,theaccouni

•^nfthe enemy's advancing in great numbers

byttS'Gen.Grant?sm^^^^^^^

t:m:deby'<.en.CUnt.i. By^^>^^

"^-^^ oOout half a mUc d,..a,«^v^"d^^

imtmbg to about 1500, wl.0 possessed

nu
to

wl

w«
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himself of a hill about two miles from the

camp. ,

The engagement began soon after day-

break, by the Hessians from Flatbush under

Gen. Heister, ai^d by Gen. Grant on the

coast ; and a warm cannonade, with a brisk

fire of small arms, were eagerly supported

on both sides for some considerable time.

The Americans opposing Gen. Heister were

the first who were apprised of the march of

the British troops under General Clinton.

They accordingly retreated in large bodies,

and in tolerable order, to recover their

camp ; but they were soon interrupted by

the right wing under Gen. Clinton, who»

having halted and refreshed his forces after

passing the heights, continued his march

and getting into the rear of the left of the

Americans, about half past ei^ht o'clock,

attacked them with his light mfantry and

light dragoons, while quitting the heights

to return to their lines. They were driven

back, and again met the Hessians, and thus

were they alternately chased and intercept-

ed. In these desperate circumstances, some

of their regiments, overpowered and out

numbered as they were, forced their way

to the camps through all the dangers with,

which they were pressed.

The Americans under Lord Stirling, wha
were engaged with Gen. Grant, behaved

with great bi-ftvery and resolution ; but were
1 3
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so late in their knowledge of ^Yhat passed

dsSvhere, that their retreat was intercepted

ly some of the British troops Y??^.
besides

turninff the hills and the American lett, tiaa

Savers^ed the whole extent of couhjry in
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and aotivUy. on th« o«as»n. So^Xul-
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families in the country. AH who were en^

gaged in the actions of this day did not dis-

play the same courage ; nor was it to be ex-

pected from such raw troops. Many escaped

from the want of discipline ; for they broke

at the sight of danger and saved themselves

fey flight, whereas otherwise they must have

been killed or taken. Large bodies how-

ever were captured. Gen. Sullivan, Lord

Stirling, and Gen. Udell, besides three co.

lonels, four lieutenant-colonels, three ma^

iors, eighteen captains', forty-three lieuten-

ants, eleven ensigns, an adjutant, three sur-

geons, and two volunteers, were made pn-

soners, together with 1006 privates, m all

1097. As among the prisoners the wound-

ed were included, an allowance of between

four and five hundred for killed, drowned,

perished in the woods, the mud and the like,

may be reckoned about the mark ; the loss

of the British, in killed and wounded, did

not exceed three hundred and eighteen, of

whom only sixty-one were killed. After

the battle, the Americans retreated toNew-

Vork, to which place they crossed over un-

der the favor of a fog, taking with them all

their military stores, and leaving nothing

behind them but a few pieces of cannon and

SLome trifling matters*

- iaM ii « »<ii i«iir'<i«»



104 The Histort or

Memorable events recorded in this chapter.

Anno 1776.

Gen. Howe evacuates Boston.

Norfolk in Virginia burnt.

Sir Peter Parker and Earl Cornwalhs sail

for America.
,

The blockade of Quebec continued.

The Americans raise the blockade and re^

A number of Highlanders taken in Boston

Declaration of American independence.

Gen. Howe lands the royal army on Long.

Island, and drives the Americans oil it*

»^.<-^^.««-4-4-« ••••->••--»•»•*'

CHAP. VI.

AFTER the aifair of Long-Island, en.

deavors were used by the American*

to keep up the spirits of the people, by put^

fine accounts of the extraordinary bravery

of their troops, and the destruction they

roadcofthecn^my. 9«t that matters were

not very promisirtg appears frQtn^*^ letter of

General Mer<jer,who commanded the flying

camp, dated September 4th, wlierem U
writei :

** General Washington has «Qt,

%o far as I have seen, five thousand men

to be depended on for the service of a cairu

^^n ; and I have not one thousand. UciU»

GUI
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our armies are composed of raw militia,

perpetually fluctuating between the camp
and their farms ; poorly armed, and still

worse disciplined. These are not a match
for, were their numbers equal to, veteran
troops, well fitted and urged on by able offi-

cers.
,
Numbers and discipline must at last

prevail. Giving soldiers, or even the lower
orders of mankind, the choice of officers

will for ever mar the discipline of armies."
Gen. Howe, having fully prepared for a

descent on New-York Island, embarked a
strong, djlvision of the army under the com-
mand of Gen. Clinton and others, in boats,
at the head of Newtown inlcty and at ano-
ther place higher up, where they could not
be observed by the Americans, whoexpect-
ed the attack would be made on the side next
to the East-river, and had therefore thrown
up lines aqd works to defend themselves.
On the 15th of Sjeptppib^r,:about eleven

o'clock, Gen. Howe's troops landed, under
the cover of five ships of war, in twodivis-
ions, the Hessians in one place, ,and the Bri-
tish in another. As soon as Gen.Washing,
ton heard, the firing of the men of war, he
rode with ail dispatch townrds^ the lines ; but
to his great mortification, fouii^: the troops
posted in them retreating Aviththe utmost
precipitation ; and those ordered to support
Jiiem, Parsons's and Fellows' Brigade, fly.

bg in every direction, and in the greatest
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confusion. His attempts to stop them wcfe

fruitless, though he drew his sword, threa-

tened to run them through, and cocked and

^'^rthe^apSear^anie of a small party of the

enemy, not more than sixty or seventy, their

disord;r was encreased and they ran off

wHhout firing a single shot, leaving the ge-

ncral in a hazardous situation, so that hia

attencLts to extricate him out of it.caught

the bridle of his horse, and gave him a dit,

fercnt direction. . .. „
Three large ships were Stationjd ih tKe

North.river, opposite to those on the East-

river, and both kept Up a constant cannbn-

"dins with grape-shot and lan^age qUite

Scios^s the isbnd. The Hessians, upon

their landing,seizedandsecvred^nancigh.

borinc building, as enemies, «6itie persons

.vh" Ld been VliKjed tee to f^rvc as

pSe^, Whidh-fdr a AVhile subjedtcid them

***

mSi*^regukr8Wi^e cbmT^lctciyif|(i-

ed^heyldva^edtowardstheK^^^^^

rok the Americati brig«d«, WIi^^^

fled on theerteiny'sapproachmgthelinefe,

didnot stop till they were rhet by Col, Gib-

ver's and five other brigades, who were hafe-

teningdoivntothim. Assoohastheyioindd

the whole marched forward, arid toot post

t^ome heights, when sudaehly^O^^^^^

enemy appeared on the next height, artd
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halted. Gen. Washington at first consented
that his troops should march forward, and
give them battle ; but, on a second consider-
ation, he gave counter, orders, as he could
not have any dependence on the militia and
the flying camp, which composed half the

;

number then present. When the Americans
retired and no prospect of action remained,
the English took possession of New-York,
Gen. Washington, while moving the army,

from New-York, into the country, was care-

ful to march and form the troops, so as to .

make a front towards the enemy, from East
Chester almost to White Plains, on the cast

side of the highway, thereby to secure the
march of those who were behind on their

right and to defend the removal of the sick,

cannon and other matters of consequence ;

but the want ofmany necessary articles con-
siderably ret^rded their march.
On the 25th of October, the royal army

moved in two columns, and took a position

they thought the most advantageous. On
the 28th, an action took place between the
contending forces, at White Plains, and tho ^

not a general engagement, both parties met
with considerable loss. The Americans
siistained the various attacks made on their

lines with becoming firmness.

On the last day of October, Gen. Howe,
beingjoinedby the troops from Lord Piercy,

made dispositions for attacking the Ameri-

\i

\
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o.n line, early '•>« ""'„X'"|;evcm:d

pr%round towards the ]Nortii ^•*?'^
^^

heighw and in the "fil' "'J^,^'„ „,t„ck

°
«v ntid carried to New-York.

prisoner, attcl carrieu
Washington,

December 26, ^^"^^^ V '. rp_f» ton

,7?7 1 h ng l«ssea in Jersey but one con-

.Vnue'd scene of blood and slaughter jmong

'ir&tie, withou.^^

..^i.^.,**.-^^-""^'^^^-'^
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morning; but a«

lorning prevented

i appointed, and it
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xecution of it was
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o]SIew*York.
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In the evening he re^
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land slaughter ^mong

:hout any decisive ad-

1 bv either side. On |hc

j'clock in the morning,
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ihe English troops began to croiss over to

Staten-Island, and the rear guard passed at

two in the afternoon, without the least ap-

pearance of an enemy. Thus Uiey evacu-

ated the Jerseys, to enter upon new con-

quests, in hopes of reducing the United

States, to unconditional submission.

Let us now turn to the British operationa

in the North, which were taken out of the

hands of Sir Guy Carleton, and committed

to the charge: ofGen.Bur^oync. The forces

allotted to them, consisting of British and
German troops, amounted to more than

7000 men, exclusive of the arlillery corps.

A powerful train of brass artillery was fur-

nished, probably the finest, and the most
excellently supplied, as to officers and pri-

vate men, that had ever been destined to

second the operations of an army not ex-

ceeding the present number. The army
was, in every respect, in the best conditioni

the troops were in the highest spirits, admi-

rably disciplined, and uncommonly healthy.

The main body under Gen. Burgoyne,
)>roceeded'Up'Lake Chamfdain, landed and
encamped ilt nO^ great distance from Crown
-Point, MAmtreht met the Indians in con-

-

gress, an^ B'ft»rward9, in compliance with

their eustoms, gave them « ,w«r feast. He
made a speech to them, calculated to excite

their-ardor in .the common caUse and at the

same time to repress their barbarity. He
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should

r scalps. .

I of the right wing of

iconderoga side, the

their works towards

Gen. Phillips to pos-

post of Mount Hope,

resistance, which

ctual, and could have

;pose. That apparent

if vigor, with v^'hm

. was not occasioneo

tual imbecility.

troops prP<^«.«^<*^^.S
^econstructionoftheir

up of artillpry, stores,

wW gave ti» greatest

progress they foadem

Mtang aitiUery on bd-

Ke^hey had erected
J

ght, only ^ few hour

f

mote would have been required to have in*

vested the Americans on all sides.

Gen. St. Clair, having received inteiri->

gcncc by spies, that in twenty-four hours

the invcsture would be completed, when he

should be cut offfrom all possibility ofsue
cor, Gen. Schuyler not having force suffi-

cient at Fort Edward to relieve him he de-

termined to evacuate his posts, though he

knew it would produce such astonishment

as had not happened since the commence*
mcnt of the war. He plainly perceived, that

if he continued there, he should lose the ar-

iny, but save his character ; whereas, by
abandoning the place, he should save thfc

army, and lose his character. A council of

war was called, and it was unanimously con-

cluded upon to evacuate as soon as possible.

At two o^clock in the morning ofJuly the

6th, Gen. St. Clair left Ticonderoga. About
three the troops were put in motion for

the evacuation of the Mount ; but Fer-

moy having set fire to his house, contrary

to positive orders, the whole Mount was
enlightened by it, so that the enemy had
an opportunity of seeing every thing that

§assed, which damped the spirits of the

. Americans, and induced them to push off

in a disorderly manner.
In the morning, Gen. Frazer, perceiving

the evacuation, and that the Ameriotms were
Retiring, commenced a pursuit with his bri.

- Hiim



jl2
The Histoet or

wUh most of the Bm^^^^
.„i„ in the pursuit

etl by Gen.
^"^fJ"*^^°/or to act separat^

either to support F'^a««r °
^u through

ihc day, and
'«^^Y;

»
,ett cUstance, he or-

Clair's rear ^vas »t "o gr *
^^ ^^^

dcred his troops to lie
{"/; J „„ with the

arms. I"^»^'^ »"°3ed by CoK Warner
Americans,

commanclea uy ^
Cho had. besides his own, ^h^

^^^^^^^h ad-

eolonel. Francis and Hale ^^^^^^^ ^^^^^
vanced boldly, a^d the t^v^^^^^

j.^^^^,
^ithinabonteoyardsofe^c ^^^^^^^

began the ««ack about scv^ ^
pelting every

^J?^^^^'^ ^yj if he delayed,

Tesel. and "PP'Jf^^.^^^^^^^^ Hale being ap-

the enemy would ^*^'P;.,
i,ro,,ght his re-

pmed of the dj^Be^'T^^fl^if^ that War.
Smenttothe.charge

butflca. 8 ^^
5cr could bring

^"^^/."^^^fllct was bloody

:

about 700 men. * ^*. V* ^^t bravery, and
l^anciBfeUfightinj;*;^ r^^^^^ ^^havec'j

Warner, his oJ^^T* *^"„d gallantry ; so that

with much '•e^^^^i'*'" f^^^^^ way, but sooji

the British >rol^e
and gajj^^ Amcrt.

formed aB^»«'/"tJ„"ets, the latter were put

cans with
^^?f

^^^Sn.which wasenereascd

into no«'?^"*^,*'Jl^"'Tof Gen. Rcldescl with

SetrriSs^^



North America. US
nr or

cht troops, gtena-

M. Gen.Reidescl,

ickcrs, was order-

join in the pursuit

or to act separat^

he pursuit through

itcUigence, that bt.

eat distance, he or-

that night on their

le came up with the

d by Col. Warner,

.n, tk regiments of

Ue. The British ad.

. two bodies formed

if each other. Frazer

t seven o'clock, ex-

to be joined bv Rci-

,g,thatifhedcky«d'

ape. Halcbcinpap-

/ever brought his re.

but fled; so that War.

action no mow Aan

e conflict was bloody.

/,th great bravery ,
and

and soldiers, behaved

, and gallantry; so that

Xgave way, but soon

unning on the Amert.

nets, the latter were put

on,whichwasentreased
aofGen.Reldeselwilh
'iamn.Qonsistingorth*

chasseur company, and eighty grenadiers

and light infantry , who were immediately led

into action. The Americans now fled on all

sides. Gen. St. Clair heard when the firing

began, and would have supported Warner»

bi|t the troops that were nearest, two militia

regiments, would not obey orders, and the

others were at too great a distance. Hale»

who had attempted to get ofTby flight, fell in

with an inconsiderable party of British, and

surrendered himself and a number of his

men prisoners. The Americans lost 324 in

killed, woimded and prisoners, and among
the last were 12 oflicers. The royal troops,

including British and German, had not less

than 183 killed and wounded.

The evacuation ojf Ticonderoga and

Mount Independence surprised Gen. Wash-
ington, and spread astonishment and terror

through the New-England stales. Tlie ge-

neral was led to believe that the garrison was

much stronger. The Massachusetts' gen-

,eral court were faulty, in not having season-

ably forwarded their quota of troops agree-

able to the requisition of congress.

Let us now return to see what was doing

by Gen. Howe. The British fleet and army
which Istytkt Sandy Hook, were destined for

the reduction of Philadelphia, in pursuance

of a plan which had been settled between Sir

William Howe and Lord George Germain,

but did apt soU till the 23d of July. The
K 2
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land fo^es consisted of thirty^six British

and HeTsian battalions, inchiding the l^ht

tnfantry and grena<Ucrs. ^ith
X^^f^,^^;

;iUf.v a New-York corps, calieci vi"ccii »
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tigue,as to have occasioned thQse exertions,

which would have produced a total and

ruinous defeat to the Americans. It waa

said by the Americans themselves, that m
this action, their loss in killed, wounded and

prisoners, was about twelve or thirteen hun-

dred ; and that the royal army did not suffer

on their part, short of seven or eight hun-

dred in killed and wounded. The Ameri-

cans also lost ten small field pieces, and a

howitzer, of which all but one were brass.

The evening after the battle, a party of

regulars was sent to Wilmington, who took

the governor of the Delaware state, Mr.

M'Kinley, out of his bed, and possessed

themselves of a shallop lying in the creek,

loadetl with the rich effects of some of the

inhabitants, together with the public re-

cords ofthe county, and a large quantity of

public and private money, besides articles

ofplate, and other things.

After various motions of the royal army,

on the 26th of September, General Howe
made his triumphal entry into Philadelphia,

with a small part of his army, where he was

most cordially received by the generality of

the Quakers, and a few other royalists* The

bulk of his troops were left in and about

Germantown, a village forming one conti-

nued street for near two miles. Gen. Wash-

ington's army was encamped near Ship-

pach-creek, about eighteen miles from

.mni in'ii:ft fifiiifiilMiitiirrii''--'''
~'"
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le Indians in tbeir

action hai^pened at

he Americans toolft

brass field pieces,

igpon swords, fottf

ind about 700 pri^

asUev»t,Col.3»un».

i8t, the English com-

> write to Qcu. Gates,

lained of mhuroanity

provincial soldiers m
ter the affair of Beni-

sd at retaliation. 0«»f

of Sept. the 2d, inva-

a then retorted the Wr

i he imputed to m^r
fcs M'Rea, a young Ur

,pf virtuous cbaracJgr

io», engaged low oft.

i with other women^na

of a house near font

> the woods, and there

led in a most sKockmg

ftts, with their six PWl-
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flren, were all scalped and treated with the

same inhumanitv, while quietly residing m
their once happy and peaceful dwelUngs.

The miserable fate of Miss M'Rea was par-

ticularly aggravated, by her being dressed

to receive her promised husband, when sh*

met her murderer employed by you. Up-

wards of one hunch-ed men, women an<l

children, luve perished by the Ivinds of the

ruffians, to whom, it is asserted, you have

paid the price of blood." Gen. Burgoyne*

In his reply of the 6th of the same mof^
vindicated his own character ; shewed that

Miss M*Rea»8 death was no premeditate^

barbarity, and declared, thi^t fvery other

charge ifxhibited by Gen. Gates, wap illr

founded amd erroneous.

The murder of Miss M'Rea exasperated

Oie Americans, and from that and other cru-

elties occasion was taken to blacken the

royal party and army. The people detested

Ihat army which accepted of such Indian

^W, and loudly reprobated that governmei^

which could callm such auxiliaries. Gen,

Gates was not deficient in aggravating, by

several publications, the excesses that had

taken pUce, and with no small advantage

to his own military operations.

On the I8th of September, Gen. ^ur-

Koyne, having been very short of provi-

sions, at length received a supply for about

thirty days, together with other npccswrj
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V-

storcs. He then resolved upon passing the

Hudson's river with the army, which ^hav-

ing executed, he encamped on the heights

and on the plains of Saratoga. The Ameri-

cans, observing the motions of the royal

army, marched out 5000 strong, in order

to attack him, but found that to be pruden.

tiailv iinpracticable. However, they dre>f

up in full view of him, and there remained

till dark.
'

.

The next daj' some of the American scout.

ing parties fell in with those of the Britishi

Und with great boldness began the attacl^

About one o'clock at noon. The firing wm
no sooiter heard by Gen. Phillips, than he

made his way with a part of the artillery;

through the woodsy and rendered essential

services. Each commander supported, re-

inforced, and ordered different regiment^ to

engage, the battle was hot and obstinate on

both sides, till about half past two o'clock^

when it ceasedfor halfan hour. The Amer*^

eah and British lines being fully formed, the

action was renewed, and became general a*

three. Both armies appeai-ed determined to

<jonqueror die, and there was one continual

blaze offire for three hourswithout intermis-

sion ; the report of the muskets resembled

«n incessant roll-beating ot\ a number of

drums.—The Americans and British alter,

•nately drove and were driven by each other,

Three British regiments, the 20th, the 21st,.

4'
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and the 62d, were in a constant and clos«

fire for near four hours. All suffered con-

siderable loss : the 62d, which was 500

strong when it left Canada, was now reduced

to less than 60men, and tofouror fivp officers.

Few actions have been characterised, l?y

more obstinacy in attack ordefence, th>» was

the present. Both parties claimed the victory,

tho neither had much advantage to boast of.

From this time till near the middle of Oc-

tober, battles and skirmishes continually

took place between the two armies an4 the

British were sadly reduced and weakened.

On the 13th Cien. Burgoyne, findingthatthe

troopshad only three daysprovisionsinstote

on short allowance, and no apparent meana

of retreat remaining, called into council all

the generals, fieUlofficefs, and captains com-

manding troops. There was not a spot of

gfound in the whole camp for holding th*

Qpunci' ©fwar, but what was exposed to can-

hon or /ifle shot ; and while the council wai

flelitfating, an eighteen pound ball crossed

(the table. By the unanimous advice of the

council, the general was induced tQopena
treaty with Gen. Gates. The first propq-

Balspfthe latter were rejected, and the sixth

reticle with disdain, wherein it was requir-

ed that the British army should lay down
their arms in their entrenchments. Bur-
goyne'scounter-proposals were unanimous-

ly approved^ and being sent to Gates were
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royal troops were served with bread by the

Americans, as they had not any left, nor

ftour to make it. They had only one day's

salt meat remaining.

The treaty was styled, " A convention

between Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne and Major

Gen. Gates." Among other articles it was

stipulated, " That the troops under Lieut.

Gen. Burgoyne shall march out of their

camp with the honors of war, and the artil-

lery of the entrenchments, to the verge of

tlie river, where the arms and artillery are to

be left.—The arms to be piled by word of

command from their own officers. A free

passage to be granted to the royal army to

Great Britain, upon condition of not serv-

ing again in North America during the pre-

sent contest ; and the port of Boston to be

assigned for the entry of transports to re-

ceive the troops, whenever Gen. Howe shall

so order.—The officers baggage not to be

molested or searched.—During the stay of

the troops in the Massachusetts Bay, the

officers arc to be admitted on parole, and to

be allowed to wear their side-arms."

The return signed by Gen. Burgoyne, at

the time of the convention, made the British

army, including Germans, amount to 5791

,

which was very short of the number they

had on setting out from Canada. The train of

brass artillery, consistiqg of 42 pieces, tyaa

a fine acquisition to the Americans. There

\
^~ttitt»i>mili>K^I^M^
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were also 4647 mnskcts. 6000 ^^ozen of cat.

tridircs, besides shot, carcases, shells, &c.

Had Clinton advanced in time, Burgoync

would have been saved ; but the troops he

Tspatched under General Vaughan amused

themselves with burning Esopus,
J
fine vil-

W on the North river below Catskill. Ge.S Vaughan,with aflood tide, n^ght have

reached Albany, in four hours, as there was

noforceVohinLhim. Had he proceeded

thither, and burnt the stores. Gates, as he

himself afterwards declared, must have re,

treated into New-England.

Mcmorabh events recorded in this chapter.

Anno 1776.

Wretched state of the armies under the

Generals Washington and Gates.

New-York taken by the royal forces.

Vhe battle of the White Plains.

A body of Hessians defeated at Trenton,

Anno 1777,

General Howe embarks his army from Sto.

Flarof^'thfUnited States described,

Pattie at the Brandywine.
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Account of Miss M'Rea's death. -

Americans engage the British under Gen.

Burgoyne. , ..«
'

Distress and calamity of the roy^JViiMLt^i^.l^

Gen. Burgoyne baffled in all his design*.

Signs a convention for the surrender of hw

Es^'pjis'burnt by the troops under General

Vaughan.

CHAP. VII.

TOWARDS the end of October, 1777,

the royal army, under the comn»nd of

Sir William Howe, removed to Philadel-

phia. Measures being concerted between

the general and admiral for clearing the De.

laware of its obstructions, the former order-

cd batteries to be erected on the western or

Pennsylvania shore, to assist in dislodging

the Americans fromMud-Island.He also He-

tached a strong body of Hessians across the

river, who were to reduce the fort at Red,

bank, while the ships and batteries on the

other side were to attack Mud-Island.

Count Donop, in the service ofthe English,

was intrusted with the expedition against

Red-bunk, but he failed in the attempt. He

was mortally wounded and taken prisoner,

several of his best officers were killed op

disabled, and the Hessians, after a despa-
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rate engagement, were repulsed. The se-

cond in command being also dangerously

wounded, the detachment was brought off

by Lieut. Col. Linsing. It is said that the

royal detachment lost, on this occasion, be-

tween four and five hundred men.

The expedition against Mud-Island met

With better success, the Americans being

driven from thence, and forced to retire to

Red-bank.
On the night of the 18th of November,

Lord Cornwallis marched with a consider-

able force, and the next day crossed the Dc-

laware, in his way to Red-bank, which the

Americans abandoned, leaving behind them

the artillerv and a considerable quantity of

cannon bail. The English generals con.

fessed, that the long and unexpected oppo-

sition they received from lUd-bank and

Mud.Island, broke in upon their plan* for

tlicremainder of the campaign.

Sunday MajhSd, 1778, Mr. Simeon Deane

brother to Silas Deane, arrived express from

France, with very important dispatches.--

The congresis was immediately convened,

and the dispatches opened and read, among

which, to their inexpressible joy, were a

treaty of commerce and a treaty of alliance,

concluded between his most Christian Ma-

iesty the King of France and thelJnited

States of America. The treaties the next

tjay were duly weighed and consid^ed sej^*

jiiiiiii'liiiiirfli"
'"'"*"'*'"^'""'"
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rately and upon each it was unanimously re-

solved, - inTat the same be, and is hereby

ratified." The next resolution was That

this congress entertain the highest sense ot

the magnanimity and wisdom of his most

Christian majesty, so strongly exemplifiea

in the treaty of amity and commerce, and the

treaty of alliance; and the commissioners

representing these states, at the court of

France, are directed to present the grateful

acknowledgmentsofthiscongresstohismost

Christianmajesty.forhistrulyma^mammous

conduct respecting these states, in the said

aenerous and disinterested treaties, and to

Sssure his majesty/ on the pwt of this-con-

cress, it is sincerely wished, that the friend-

Ship, so happily commenced between France

and these IJnited States may be perpetual.

The congress, after receiving the trea-

tics, had a suonger feeling of Acir' own im-

portance than before, and resolved, 1 hat

^e commissioners appointed for the courts

©f Spajm, Tuscany, Vienna, and Berlin,

sixould live in such stile and manner at their

respective courts, as they mav find suitable

and necessary to support the dignity ct

their public character.
"^

On the fifth of May, they agreed to a

draught of •• An address to the inhabitants

of the United States of America." In this-

publication, when they come to the French

ttreaty,.they say, " You have still to expect

lAisalBMMMM
aii-<iHi"T

' •'-f
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one severe conflict. Your foreign alliances

though they secure your
independence can-

notTcure your country from ^^solat.on

SourlnhabitLts from plunder. yo«rj»v"

from insult or violation, nor your children

frnm butchery. Foiled in the principal dc-

fC youS expect to feel the rage ofd.s-

:P/nted ambition.
Aj'^f^jJ^Vis ti^ ta

like rine fVuVt must soon drop from the tree.

You must drive them away irwu w«

P^nmAse a land flowing indeed with milk

,^^onev Your brethren at the extremi-

Ji« o? th^c contSlIent alreadv Implore vour

thrist after lii>erty. "^ *M-. A„a what
pense to ihetn the heaven r gift- And what

is there now to prevent it . . j^,.

In the month of May the Amenran m

Yarmouth, of 64 guns, ais«*uv«;i
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y the American frt-
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I
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or he would fire into
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her : on which she hoi«ted American, and

rmmcdiatcly gave the Yarmouth her broad,

side, which was retunjecl, and 'J^bout a

quarter of an hour she blew »P-
^^"J "l^**

?aved themselves upon apiece ©^ »»er wre.K,

and subsistecl (br five <I»y.»
^^iT/^jJi^i

more than ram water which th«y •"Ck"^

from a piece of bhmket thev ha<l P««>«d up.

On the fifth, the Yarmouth bemg in chase

?f a S^p hinpily discovered them waving.

The ca^ain h«manelysuspcndedth«
chase

hauled up to the wrcct, goi a boat out and

brought them on board. k-^^^k^^
On the 7th of May, the seeond battahow

of British light infantry, in «* ^""^^^l
tended by t!.ree gallies and «>ther ajmed

boats, proceeded up the Delaware, ini)rder

to deitVoy all the American »»«{»«#,;*?;

sels lying in the river between P»»»»«f«^P^*

«id treSton. They landed the next morn-

inir advanced towards Bordentown. drove

tSf Americans that opposed them, 'entered

the town, and burnt four store t»o»s^?..«.^"-

tainini? provisions, tobacco, some military

'^es^a^nd camp equipage. Tl^count^^^^^^

»nir alartned, and a strong body collected,

Jhl battalion crossed to the I^n«»y^»^«™*

shore. The next day they 'esumed their

operations, and at hvtmtt embarked and re-

tSto Philadelphia. While upon the ex.

pedition, they burpt two frigates, one dt 32,

£e other of 3a guns ^niiie large sh»i>8,thre*
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privateer sloops of 16 guns each, three of

ten guns, twenty-three brigs, with a num-

ber of sloops and schooners. Two of the

ships were loaded with tobacco, ruiuy and

military stores*

Gen. Howe was succeeded in the com-

mand of the army by Sir Henry Clinton,

who arrived at Pliiladelphia on the eighth of

May* i;
.

On the sixth of February the treaties be-

t,ween France and the United States were

^^••^nedv The aUiance between these twa
vers was known to the Bfitish ministry;

1 after they were signed. Mr. Fox, in

a Sate in tbfe house of commons five day&

tS?e 'ards,, asserted, that the number o£

mt St to the army, in killed, disabled,,

des' i, and from various other causes^,

from i commencement of hostilities with

Amei M to that period, amounted to above

twenty >usand*

, On^ 7tbLord North introduced hia

eonciliais / propositions. His plan was to-

enable the crown to appoint commissioners

to treak with the colonies concerning the

means, of pwttixig an end to those unhappy

contests ; for which five persons were invest-

ed with ample powers. His lordship ^id in

his speech, that Gen. Howe had, in the

late actions, and in the whole course of the

campaign, not only in go^Klness of trpops,,

andm idl manner of supplies, but 4lso ia

c

c

t

1

1
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point ofnumbers been much superior to the

American army that opposed him in the

6eld; that Gen.Burgoyne had, until the af-

fair^at Bennington, been imiumbers, nearly

twice as strong as the army of the enemy ;

that he promised a great armv should be

sent out, and that a great army had accord-

ingly been sent out, to the amount of 60,000

men and upwards.

The speech was long, able and eloquent^

and kept him up two full hours. It was

heard with profound attention, but without

a single mark of approbation. A dull mel.

ancholy silence for some time succeeded.

Astonishment, dejection and fear, over,

clouded the whole assembly. It was con-

jectured that some powerful motive had in-

duced ministry to adopt such an alteration

of measures. This idea was confirmed by

the positive assertion of Mr^Fox, that a

treaty had been signed at Parts betweert

the colonies and France, by which she rci

cognised their independence. ^
On the 13th of March, the French am-

bassador delivered a rescript to Lord Wey-
mouth, in which he informed the court of

London, that the king had signed a treaty

of frieadship and commerce with the United

States of America. The knowledge of this

transaction was communicated under the

parade of cultivating the good understand-

ing between France and Great Britain.

.j00^mlutmmmittm •Ma liHililll l
i l lhiiii^r' i i^"'"'""'r'"i
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tOn the 21st of March, a public sudicnoe

and reception were given to the American

commissioners. Melsrs Franklin, Deane

and Lee, by the French monarch. Ihcy

were introduced by Mens. Vcrgennes, and

received by the king with the usual for-

malities and ceremonies. This striking ac

knowledgment .f the plenipotentiaries from

?he United States, mortified the mmistry

and crown of Great Britain, and may be

pronounced the political phenomenon of

Europe. The day before it was exhibited,

the French ambassador, in coiiaeqi^nce of

orders to quit London, set out for Fans.

From tlus time, the courts.of London- and

Versailles were busied in fitting out their

fleets, which met each other in Ihe month

of July. The English fleet was command^

ed by the AdmiraU KeppeU Palliser and

llarland.. But, as the action of that day «
jkmnly reUted in our history of England,

wV«hall not. introduce m these anna'^of

America, an account of so foul a tarnish to

the BritUh flag.
,

_ TrirVnt
In the beginning bf lune, the TriUenl

British man of war arrived in the Delaware.

with the Earl of Carlisle, Mr. Eden and

Gov. Johnstone, three of the commiss^n.

Jrs for restoring peace between Great Bri-

tain and America. . t. •

On the I8th of June, at three o'clocV^

themorning, the fiiritish evacuated Plulad«?lv

phii

seci

gr*
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phia, Mr. Eden having brought with him

secret instructions from England for that

purpose. They proceeded to Gloucester

point, three miles down the river, and be-

fore ten the whole had passed in safety

across the Delaware into New- Jersey.

When intelligence of Sir Henry Clm-

ton*s having evacuated Philadelphia reach-

ed the American head-quartcrs,Gen.Wash-

ington took his measures accordingly. Se-

veral skirmishes happened between the

Americans and the regulars with various

success, till on the 30th of June the royal

army arrived in the neighborhood of Sandy

Hook. Duringthecourse ofthe march from

Philadelphia, the royal army was much re-

duced, upwards of 800 having deserted, a

great number ofwhom were Hessians.

On the 5th of July, the army passed over

abridge of boats across a narrow channel to

Sandy Hook and were afterwards carried up

to New-York. On the 7th Lord Howe re-

ceived advice, that the squadron from Tou-

lon wasarrivedatVirginia, Countd'Estaing

anchored on the 8th at nif;ht at the entrance

of the Delaware. The next morning he

weighed and sailed towards the Hook, and

on the evening ofthe 1 Ith anchored without

it. Had not bad weather and unexpected im-

pediments prevented, the Count must have

surprised Howe's fleet in the Delaware, as

t^t latter would not have had time to escape
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«quence of »»* « f^,'^f,'jri„ss of the

s Sean/tho American f°«« »"
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that the Saratoga
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s danger. Thede-
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quadron on the one
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gun ships, three of
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the count sailed from

.uttwentysailofves-
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fly prizes taken from
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on's fleet must have

rey into their hands,

met with unusual bad

separated in different

through a tedious pas-

d, broken, sickly, dis-

lamaged in various de-

,n different and remote

n coast. Between the

ig and the 30th of July,

ans from the West-In-

and Centurion of 64,

>f 74 guns, all arrived

singly at Sandy Hook. By d'Estamg's

speedy departure a number of provision

ships from Cork escaped also, together with

their convoy. They went up the Delaware

within fifty miles of Philadelphia after Lord

Howe had quitted the river, not haying ob-

tained any information of what had happen-

ed The British ministry had ne^ected

countermanding their destination, though

orders for the evacuation of Philadelphia

had been sent off so early, as to have admit-

ted of their receiving, before sailing, fresh

instructions where to have steered. Ureat

rejoicings were made at New-^orkupon

their safe arrival, especially as provisions

were much wantedbothbytheflectandarmy.

Let usnow quit the military operations for

the present and take a view of the pending

neffociations. Gov. Johnstone,.meaningto

avail himself of former connexions, endea-

vored to commence or renew a private cor-

respondence with several members of con-

gress, and other persons of consideration.

In his letters to them he used a freedom with

the authority under which he acted, not cus-

tomary with those entrust-.d with delegated

power, and afforded such a degree of appro-

bation to the Americans in the past resist-

ance they had made, as is seldom granted by

neeociators to their opponents. In a letter

to Joseph Reed, Esq. of April 1 1th, he said,

" The man, who can be instrumental m
M
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oil tn act once more in harmo-
bringing;" «^^.f^^^Xr the various po^J;.

^y' "u-htW contest has brought forth,

ers which tueir co»'^'-» , . ^^ pco-

t'm deserve more
1™J" *' J^^U all the

^le, from P»?"f"^riffccTeU by the quarrel

Morns, Esq. 1 beiiev . i„capable

conducted the affairs ot ^tnc , y^^^ .

of being i»flf""i^y^rs ther^ is risk, and
butinalUuchtran^^^^^^^^^^^

I think that whoevciveiuu ^^^^ ^^^

cured ; at the
^^.^^^^^^^^^^^^ for-

emolument should
^f^^'^l^^^^^ the vesselU of those -h°^^^^^^^^^

in the storm , and wo" S;"- , ^^^ president

Tthink t^at W«^^^^^^ a grateful

have a right to
^^^[f

, ^ould once more

nation can bestow,
»J

^hey c
^^^ ^.^^^.^^

unite our interest, ancl spa^^,

ai,d the devastations of ^ar^
^^ ^^^^^

On Sunday the 21st of ^un^
^^^ j.„.

received a written message ir
^^^ ^.^ ^^

- guson, expressing a desi^^^^^^
committed to

Easiness, vvhich eouW not D
^^^^.^^^

writing. On his ^"ending i

^
Igreeabletoherappointmen .^^^^ 1^^^^

vfous conversation.
sV^enl^^^^^^ ^^^
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tce more in harmo-

jr the various pow-

has brought forth,

, the king »"<* PCO'

itnanity, and all the

cted by the quarrel

in ever was yet be-

»»

he wrote to Robert

v'e the men, who
have

f America,
incapable

^improper motives 1

ions there is risk, and

renturesshouHbese-

time that honor and

turally follow the for-

ave steered the vessel

,ght her safely to port,

.ton and the president

y favor that a grateful

fthey could once more

[nd spare the miseries

uld not be committed to

.tending in the evening,

ointment,aftersomepre.

. she enlarged upon the

liable qualities of Gov-

ed.thatinsevenaconver-

nations withher, he had e^Pre-e^f,Et
favorable scnti"ients of ^r- Kee

^
was particularly

>;^f
^^^^^^^^^^^ British

est to promote the o^JJJ^^V ^f the two
commissioners, viz.

^'^^Xws principles

tSc British government to take a la

notice of such ^°"^"^^ Lfh^^^^^

^"t'^^S^^^^ was exiject.
Mr. Keecl, nn b purchasing

;

cd, replied,
f^^^^

"*?
•

^f ^reat Britain
but such as I am, the ^"?SVU right

is not rich enough to do it." However nj^i

ed its effects were inimical. ^ .-_-,i

On the 9th of July, congress ordereci,

.. ?L all letters received % members of

coIg^^s:Vora"^ of tbeBridsh com^^^^^^

fatu'r:.Ve"faifb^^^^^^^

^R^'id^nfaSrir^^^^^^^ P-
^dl'Snowledge congressx^^^^^^^

.
» that the same cannot be considered bu^

as direct attempts to corrupt and bribe^i^e

congress ; that as congress feel, so tne>
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ought to demonstrate, the highest and most

pointed indignation against such daring and

atrocious attempts to corrupt their integri-

ty ; and that it is incompatible with the ho-

nor of congi;e8s to hold any manner of cor-

respondence or intercourse with the said

George Johnstone, Esq. especially to nego-

ciate with him upon affairs, in which the

cause of liberty is concerned.'*

The proceedings in this business were

expressed in the form of a declaration, a

copy of which was ordered to be signed by

the president, and sent by a flag to the com-

missioners at New-York.
These proceedings [produced a very an-

gry and violent declaration from Gov, John-

stone, in which the immediate operations of

passion and disappointment were too con-

spicuous. The language of his publication

but poorly agreed with the high and flatter-

ing compliments he had so lately lavished

on the Americans in those very letters,

which were the subject of the present con-

test. It was dated the 26th of August, and

transmitted to congress ; together with the

declaration ofthe same ciate from Lord Car-

lisle, Sir Henry Clinton, and Mr. Eden,

which went to a solemn and total disavow-

al, so far as related to the present subject,

of their having had any knowledge, directly

or indirectly, of those matters specified by

congress.

MMiMaiMlMtii
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Thus were all hopes of f"rthcrnegocia.

tion with Congress at an end. Had L.ora

North, and the^cst of the ministry then in

being, adopted these corrupting measuresm
fhemireearlypartoftheAmcrrcandisputes,

i?is possibleVe might have succeeded ;
but

.

to attempt it at a tfme, when the smrits of

the Americans were raised to the highest

Stch ^thcir new alliance with France, was

Surely little short of folly and madness.

On the 6th of August, the Hon. Sieur

Gerard was introduced to the Congress, m
quality ofministerplenipotentiary.whopro-

3uced^ a letter from his master the king of

France to bis very dear great friends ana

allies ; and the compliments Mons. Gerara

received on this occasion, were very differ-

ent from those sentiments the Americans

ktelv entertained oftheir now faithful allies

!

On the Uth of September, Congress pro-

ceeded to the election of a minister plenipo-

tentiary to the court of France, when Df

.

Benjamin Franklin was
^^fJ^d

by ^.allo^'

His instructions were dated the 26th of Oc-

tober, and by them he was directed to ob-

la-m, f possible, the French king's consent

lo eipunge two of the articles o? the treaty

of commerce. The doctcj was to inculca c

the certainty of ruining the British fishery

on the banks of Newfoundland, and conse-

quently the British marine, by reducing

Halifax and Quebec.
M 2
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Memorable events recorded in this chapter.

Anno 1777.

Count Donop repulsed in the attack upon

Red Bank.

Mud Island reduced.

Anno 1778.

The Randolph American fri^te blown up.

Sir Henry Clinton succeeds Gen. Howe in

Th^Treaties between France and
the United

States signed. .

Lord North's conciliatory propositions.

Messrs. Franklin, Deane,and Lee, have a

public audience at the French court,

r^ncrreaa receive the treaties concluded

^^^"nSeand the United States,

which they unanimously ratily.

TheBrit sh army evacuates Phjiadelphia.

Ski^mbhes between the English and Ame-

Thi^Brkish forces arrive al Sandy Hook.

Gov. Johnstone attempts to corrupt certwn

. members of the congress.

Dr. Franklin appomted minister plenipo-

. . tentiary at the court of France.
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THE campaign in the northern states

having produced noihmg advantage-

ous to the British, and the winter being the

woper season for southern expeditions, Sr

ficnry Clinton concluded upon turning his

frms against Georgia. He might propose

?o hfmfelf the reduction of all the soutliern

states, and he strongly inclined to »t, by rea-

son that these states produced the^most val-

uable articles of commerce for the Euro-

pcan market, and carried on a considerable

Lport trade, which appeared "O otherwise

aflfJcted by the war, than as it suffered from

the British cruisers. The ice was devot^

to the service of its enemies, ^hjle it was

wanted for the support of the royal fleet and

Trmy in America. A plan of operations

was concerted with Gen. Prevost, who com-

manded in East-Florida ; and tt was in end-

ed that Georgia should be invaded both on

the north and south sides at the same time.

This expedition was committed to Col.

Campbell, and the forces appointed to act

unde? him amounted to fu» 2500, which

sailed from Sandy Hook, on the 27th of No-

vember, being escortedby agnf^<1"*^^;
under Commodore Hyde Parker. The

fleet arrived at the isle of Tibee near the

mouth of the Savannah, and on the 29th ol

iiP
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December the troops effected a landing.

They were no sooner landed, than they were

led to attack the fort, which the British

persisted in with so much spirit and rapidi-

ty, that the Americans retreated with pre-

cipitation and disorder. No victory was

ever more complete : thirty-eight officers,

and 415 non-commissioned and privates,

48 pieces of cannon, 23 mortars, the fort

with its ammunition, and stores, the ship-

ping in the river, a large quantity of pio-

tisions, with the capital of Georgia were all

within the space of a few hours, in the pos-

session of the British troops.

The 30th of December was appointed as

a thanksgiving-day, by order of congress.

The affairs of the United States were at this

period in a most distressed, deplorable, a«d

ruinous condition. Idleness, dissipation,

and extravagance, seemed to have engrossed

the attention of the generality of the Amen-
can sons of liberty ; and self-interest, specu-

lation,'and an insatiable thirst for riches ap-

peared to have got the better of every other

consideration, and almost of every order of

men. party disputes and personal quarrels

were too much the general object, while the

momentous concerns of the empire, a vast

accumulated debt, ruined finances, depreci-

ated money, and want of credit, which natu-

rally brings on the want ofevery thing, were

but secondary consklcrations^andpostponed

w
ci

n
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by congress from time to time, as if their

affairs were in the most flourishing situation.

The paper currency in Philadelphia was

daily sinking, and at length even so low as

fifty per cent, yet an assembly, a concert, a

dinner, or supper, which cost two or three

hundred pounds, did not only take men off

fiom acting, but even from thinking of

what ought to have been nearest their hearts.

Some of the most disinterested and patriot-

ic Americans felt more distress from this

review of things, than they had done at any

other time, from the disappointments and

losses in the course of the war.

In the mean time, Mons. Gerard, the

Frenchambassador, manifestedadesire, that

the war might not be prolonged bv too high

and unreasonable demands, and that the

United States would reduce their ultima-

tum as low as possible. He strongly re-

commended moderation, as the fate of war

was uncertain ; and he hinted, that adecisive

naval engagement in favor of the British,

might give a great turn to their affairs.

The South-Carolina delegates, rather

with a view to conquest, than from any spe-

cial apprehension of danger to their own or

neighboring states, from the troops under

Ge». Clinton, requested the congress to ap-

point Gen. Lincoln, on whose character they

justly reposed great confidence, to the com-

mand ofall the forces to the southward. Ao-
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cordingly they made the appoi^»tment on the

25th of September, and ordered him immc

diately to repair fo Charlfcston.

On the 2d of March, the American oih-

ccr of the day, at the post at Briar-creek,

in Georgia, 'reported, that rcconnoUnnf

parties of the enemy's horse and foot ha^l

been seen within their piquet the mght Pre-

ceding. Gen. Ashe, who had crossed he

Savan^nah, with about 1200 troops, besides

ISo light horse, returned on the evening of

the same day to his camp. He made no

preparations to impede the march of the

bS ai.d, soon after their appearance,

hiandhb troops fled with precipitation,

without firing a gun. „ riinton
, In the month of May Sir Henry Chnton

dispatchedSirGeorgeCoU»erandGefl.Mat

thews with about 2000 soldiers and 500

',^ r'nes to make a cl-cent upon V.rgima.

Thev sailed for Portsmouth in that pro-

vince and upon their arrival landed their

C;; and U i-rf^ir^TheVe
the town, which WAS defenceless. There

mains of Norfolk, on the opposite ^de of

the river fell of course into their hanos.

On ^e woach of the fleet and army, the

Americans burnt some of their vessels, se.

yZ however fell into the hands of^^J

British. The guards were P»s^ed fom^^^^^

eighteen miles by night to Suftolk, wnerc

^15 Sriv^dby day light and proceeded to
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destroy a magazine of provisions, together

with the vessels and naval stores found

there. A similar destruction was carried

on at other places in that quarter, nor were

the frigates and armed vessels less active

or successful in their service.

Within the fortnight that the fleet and

army continued upon the coast, the loss of

the Americans was prodigious. Above l JU

vessels of all sorts, including some priva-

tcers, and ships of force, were destroyed

or taken by them ; seventeen prizes were

brouLrht away, besides 3000 hogsheads of

tobacco, which fell into their possession at

Portsmouth. Except the house of a widow

and the church, they burnt every house in

Suffolk, and all the principal houses of gen-

tlemen in their route shared the same fate.

On the 30th of May, these troops were

joined to others going up the North river to

attack the posts of Stoney Point and Ver-

plank, where the Americans had begun to

construct strong works, for keeping the

lower communication open betvveen the

eastern and southern states. Gen. Vaughan

. landed with the greater part on the east side,

while the remainder, accompanied by &ir

Henry Clinton, advanced further up, lanU-

ed on the west side, and took possession ot

Stoney Point without opposition. lJ»yectiy

opposite, the Americans had completely fin-

Ished a strong fort, which was defended by
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four pieces of artillery, and a garrison of

about seventy men. But it was commanded

by Stoney Point ; to the summit of which

cannon and mortars were dragged up

during the night. By five in the morning,

a battery was opened, which poured a storm

of fire on the fort, while Vaughan with his

division, made a long circuit by the sides of

the hills, arrived and closely invested it by

land. The garrison, finding themselves to-

tally overpowered, surrendered themselves

prisoners ofwar. By the loss ofthese posts,

the Jersey people were obliged to make a

circuit of about ninety miles under the

mountains, 4o communicate with the states

cast of Hudson's river. ^ , ,

After the French had taken Grenada, and

Count d^Estaing was lying with his fleet at

Cape Francois, he received letters from

Gov. Rutledge, Gen. Lincoln, the French

consul at Charleston, and others, urging

him to visit the American coast, and pro-

nosing an attack upon Savannah. The ge-

neral engaged to join him with a thousana

men certain, and promised that every exer-

tion should be made^to increase the num-

ber. The application coinciding with the

'kine»s instructions, to act in concert with

the forces of the United States, whenever

an occasion presented itself, he sailed for

the American continent within a few dajs

' after it was received.
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On the 1st of September,Count d'Estaing

arrived with a fleet of twenty sail of the line,

two of fifty guns, and eleven frigates. The
appearance of the French fleet on the coasts

of South Carolina and Georgia was so unex-
pected by the British that the Experiment
man of war, of fifty guns. Sir James Wal-
lace commander, and three frigates were cap-

tured. No sooner was it known at Charles-

ton, that the count was on the coast, than

Lincoln marched with all expedition for

Savannah, with the troops under his com-
mand ; and orders were also given for the

South Carolina and Georgia militia to ren-

dezvous immediately near the same place.

—The British were equally diligent in pre-

paring for their defence.

The French and Americans after having
spent some time in making regular ap-

proaches at last determined to take the place

by storm. Accordingly the morning of the

9th of October was fixed for the attack,

and neither the French nor the Americans
had the least doubt of success.

Two feints M^ere made with the country
militia, and a real attack a little before day*
light, on the Spring-hill battery, with 3500
French troops, 600 continentals, and 350 of
the Charleston militia, headed by Count
d'Estaing and Gen. Lincoln. They marched
up to the lines with great boldness ; but a
heavy and well directed fire from the batte-

N
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rics, and a cross fire from the gallies threw

the front of the column into confusion.l uo

Btandarcls, however, one an American were

planted on Vhe British redppbts. Count Pu-

Jaakiat the head pfW horsemen, was m
full ffalloD, riding into town between the re-

SoSwith anVent of charging in the

rear when he rpceived a mortal wound. A
'^ner^^^Sreat of the assailants tooM-e,

ffter,they had stood the enem^f 's fire for fifty-

five minites. P'Estaing received tvyo sUght

wounds ; 637 of Ws troops, and 234 of the

continentaU were killed or wounded. Qf

?hr35Tcharteston miUtia, who were m
the hotest of thefire, only six were wound-

id and a captain killed. Gen. Preypst ^nd

iSafor Monc'rief deservedly ^cqu-d gre*

reputation hy their successful J»*fence.

There were not ten guns mounted on the

lines when the enemy first aPPfa^ed,
ami

in a few days the number exceeded eighty.

The garrison was between two and three

tiiPuslid, including 150 militia The dam.S ustained was trifling as the men fired

under poyer, aiid few of the j^ssail^nts fired

""^

Let us now see what the northern^army

was do^ng In the middle of Decemb^is a

paxt of Gen, Washington's army was with,

out bread; and for the rest he had no ,
eiUier

on the spit or within reach, a supply suffi-

^reitfor^fourdays. Both officers and men

ti
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ton's army was with-

rest he had not, either

reach, a supply suffi-
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Aveic almost perishing thro want for a fort-

night,the deficiency proceededfrom theab-

solute emptiness of the American
magazmes

ill every place, and the total want of money

and credit to replenish them. So that the

Kcneral was obliged to call upon the magis-

"rates of the Jersey state^to express his situ-

ation to them, and lo declare in plain terms,

that he and his armv were reduced to the

alternative of disbaixling or catering for

themselves, unless the inhabitants would af-

ford them aid. He allotted to each county

a certain proportion of flour or grain, and a

certain number of cattle to be delivered on

certain days. To the honor of the magis-

trates, and the good dispositions of the peo-

ple, be it added, that these requisitions were

punctually complied with, and in many

counties exceeded. ^ .

But to return to the southern armies. On
the 20th of March, 1780, Admiral Arbuth-

not, with a small fleet crossed the bar, in

front ofrebellion road, and anchored in Five

Fathom Hole. The American fleet retreat-

ed to Charleston, and the crews and guns

of all the vessels, except the Ranger, were

put on shore to reinforce the batteries. Be-

fore the Americans had taken this step,

they should have considered, whether the

ships were able to defend the bar, and

should have sent them off", when they fouwcl

it impracticable.

iirtHTiiri m' (fi
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On the 12th of April, the British open-

ed their batteries against Charleston, and a

constant fire was kept up between both par-

tics until the 20th. On the 1 8th of April,

Sir Henry Clinton received a reinforcement

of 3000 men from New-York ; and on the

12th of May, Gen Lincoln, after having

made the most vigorous defence he was ca-

pable of, was obliged to capitulate. It was

stipulated, that the continental troops ancl

sailors should remain prisoners of war unti

exchanged, and be provided with good ami

wholesome provisions, in such quantities as

Avere served out to the British troops. The

militia were to return home as prisoners on

parole, which as long as they f^^ved, was

to secure them from being molested m their

property by the British troops. 1 he officers

Ke IZy and navy were to keep the^

swords, pistols, and baggage, which last was

not to be searched ; but their horses were

r»^togooutoftown,butmight be disposed

of by a person left for the purpose.
Thegar^

rison, at an hour appointed, ,^a« to march

out of the town to the ground between the

works of the place and the canal, where they

weretolepo^ttheirarms. mdrumswere

Tot to bea?a British march, nor the colours

?obruncased.Allcivilofficers«ndciti«^^^^

who had borne arms during ^he ^ege; were

to be prisoners on parole; and with respect

ZIL property in the city, they were to
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have the same terms as the militia ; and all

other persons in the town, not described m
any article, were notwithstanding to be pri-'

soners upon parole.
, , •. »

The capital having surrendered, the next

objectofthe British was to secure the gene-

ral submisMon of the inhabitants. With this

view they posted garrisons in different parts

of the country, and marched a large bo<ly of

troops over the Santee, towards the extrem-

ity of tlie state, which borders on the most

populous parti ofNorth Carolina. This oc
essioned the retreat of some American parj

ties, who had advanced into the upper part

of South Carolina, in expectation of relieve

ing Charleston. Among the corps which

bad X:ome forward with that view, there was

one consisting of about 300 continentals,

the rear of the Virginia line, commanded

by Col. Buford. Tarleton with about 700

horse and foot, was sent in quest of thi4

party. Having mounted his infantry, he

marched 105 miles in fifteen hours, came

Hjiwith them at the Waxhaws, and demand-

ed their surrender on terms similar to those

granted to the continentals at Charleston.—

WhUe the flags were passing and repassing

qn this business, Tarleton kept his men in

motion, and, when the truce wasended, had

nearly surrounded his adversaries. Anac-
tion instantly ensued, when the continental

party havingpartaken ofthe general conster-

N 2



IWI

150 The History or

^.

tation occasioned by the Britisli successes,

nade but a feeble resistance, and begged for

quarters. A few however continued to fire.

The British cavalry advanced, but were not

opposed by the main body of the continen-

tals, who conceived themselves precluded

by their submission. The accidental firing

of the few was an argument, however, for di-

. fecting the British legion to charge those

who had laid down their arms. In conse-

quence of this order, the unresistingAmeri-

cans, praying for quarters^ were cut in pie-

ces. By Tarleton's official account of this

bloody scene, 113 were killed, 50 badly

wounded, unable to travel, and left on pa-

role, and 53 made prisoners, while they

inade such ineffectual opposition as only to

kill seven and wound twelve of the British.

Lord Comwallis bestowed on Twlcton the

highest encomiums for this entcrprize, and

recommended him in a special manner to

royal feyor and patronage.
. . ,

. The expected succors ait length arrived

ifrora franee, on the evening of the 10th of

July, at Rhodc-Island. The Chevalier, dc

Ternay commanded the fleetswhich consist-

«d of two ships of eighty guns, one of 74,

four offt4, a bomb veseel, and 32 transports.

Tkc land forces cooaisted of four old regi-

meiltp, besit'es the legion de Lauxim, and a

j^ttiiion of artillery, amouoting to about
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6000 men, under the command of Lieut.

Gen. Count de Rochambeau.

About the time that Charleston surrca-

dercd, Sir H. Clinton, received intelligence,

that a large number of forces and a FrendK

fleet, comma«ded by Mons. Tem^, might

soon be expected on the American coast.

This induced him to reimbark for New-

York, leaving Lord CornwaUis with about

4000 men, which were deemed fully suft-

cient for his purposes. .

On the 4th of September was signed the

ulan of a treaty of commerce between the

states of HoUand and the United Statea of

America. Mons. de Neufvillc, being pro-

perly authorised by the regency of Amater-

5am, engaged, that as long as America

should not act contrary to the interest ottne

states of Holland, the city of AmBterdam

would never adopt any measure that inight

tend to oppoac the inteieats of America ;
but

would, on the contrary. Use all its ii^uoice

upon the states of the seven Uniled^ Fro-

vinces of Hollwid, to effect the desired c<m.

nexion. This business waa conducted by

Mr. John Adams on the part of America.

Lord Comwallia went on auccessfally m
South Carolina. On the 16th of A»guat he

CBgaged (the forces under Geo. Gates, aki4

completely routed them alter a lon^J^^^

obstinate contest. Gen. Gates troa ^riie

off the field by a torrent of dismayed vuUtia.

aa/Hgi&mmmmmm.
iim,i>'
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They constituted so great a part cfhis army,

that when he saw them break and run with

such precipitation, he lost every hope f
victory ; and his only care was, if possible,

to rally a sufficient number to cover the re-

treat of the other troopa. He retired with

Gen. Cwwell to Clermont, m hope of halt-

inir them in their late encampment ;
but the

father they fled, the more they dispersed,

and the generals giving up aU as lost. "5-

tired with a few attendants to Charlotte.

The Americans lost eight field pieces,

the whole of their artillery, with all their

ammunition waggons, besides 150 othcw,

and a considerable quantity of military

stores, andthe greatest partoftheirbaggage.

The numbers slain cannot be precisely as-

certained, no returns of the militia be.

ing made after the action: but it is suppos-

ed, that the Americans lost about 79O on

this occasion. Though Cornwallis's victoiy

wa8CO«|>»ete,yet, fromthe accountthc Bn*

tiah ckyc of the action, it may be jn^J'^fJ?

that It.was dearly bought, upwards of 500

oftheirown troops being killed orwounded.

A minute representation of the retreat oi

the Americans from Charlotte toSababwry*

would be the image ofcoroplica^wret^

^daess. Care, anxiety, pun, homibationi

ond dejection, poverty,hurry andconfusion*

4M^mi8CUOusly marked the shocking scene,

fciinfiil objects presented themselves to
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view, several men without an arm some with

but one, and many standing in need of th«

most kind and powerful assistance.

Lord Cornwallis, notwithstanding hif

victory, was restrained for some time firom

pursuing his conquests, by the loss he

had sustained in the battle, the extreme

heat of the weather, sickliness of the sea.

son, and the want of necessary supplies
:
ht

therefore remained at Cambden.

In the month of September, a discovery

of the utmost importance was made, which

was a scheme for delivering West Point m-

to the hands of Sir Henry Clinton. Gen.

Arnolti, who had the command of that post,

was brave but mercenary, fond of parade,

and extremely desirous of acquiring money

to defray the expenses of it. When he en-

tered Philadelphia after the evacuation, he

made Gov.Penn'shousc, the best in the city,

his head quarters. This he furnished in a

very costly manner, and lived in a style far

beyond his income. He continued his e».

travaeant course of living, was unsuccessful

in trade and privateering, his funds were ex-

hausted, and his creditors importunate,

whilehislust for high life was notm the least

abated. He had exhibited heavy accounts

and demands agaUfist the public ; and the

commissioners, upon examination, rejected

about one half of the amount. He appealed to

congress and a committee was appointed,

iiljiriinitrrft.*-':"-'''':-'^-''
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who «ere of opinion, that the commission,

era had allowed more than the general had

a right to expect or demand. TR.s provok-

ed him to outrageous expressions and pro-

ccedings. Disgusted at the treatment he had

i?^t with, emUrrassed in his circumstan-

CCS, and having a growing "P^'^^/^^J';";^*

1». b? turned his tlioughts towards better-

hi his circumstances by new means. In

1779 a correspondence commenced be

tween Gen. Arnold and Major Andre, ad.

iutant-general to the British army, a rising

voung officer of great hope and merit

FoF the speedy completion of the negoci-

elation that was carrying on between Maj.

Andre and Gen. Arnold the Vulture sloop

of war was stationed in the North River, at

auch a distance from the American posta,

^, without exciting suspicion, would serve

for the necessary communication. "«»«>re

this, a written correspondence through

other channels had been maintained be-

tween Arnold and Andre at New-York, un.

dcr the names of Gustavus and Anderson.

On the 2lst of September, the necessary

arrangements being made, a boat ww sent

at niAt from the shore to the Vulture, o

fetch Major Andre, which brought him to

the beacfi without the posts of either army,

whcrehemctAmold. The major continued

with him during the day following, and a^

night, the boatman refusing to conduct luai
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back to the Vulture, which had shifted her

position, as she V.y exposed to the fire of a

cannon sent to annoy her, he was obliged

to concert his escape by land. He quitted

his uniform, which he had hitherto worn

under his surtout, for a common coat. «c

was furnished with a horse, and, under the

name of John Anderson, with a passport

from Arnold to go through the lines at

White Plains or lower if he thought proper,

on public business.

tie pursued his journey alone towards

York, passed all the guards and posts on the

road without suspicion, and was muchelat-

cd The next day he travelled without any

alarm, and began to consider himself out of

danger; but unhappily for him, three of the

New.York militia were with others on a

scouting party between the out posts of the

two armies. One of them sprung from his

covert, and seized Andre's horse by the bn-

die. The major instead of instantly P\o<i\ic

ing his pass, asked the man where he be

longed, who answered, " Tobciow.'' An

drc suspecting no deceit, said ** So do J.

Then diiclared himself a British officer, and

pressed that he might not be detained, for

that he was upon urgent business. Upon the

other two coming up, and joining their com-

rade he discovered his mistake. 1 he confu-

sion tliat followedwas apparent, and they pro-

ceedqd to search him till they found his pa-

^Mt\i iinii^' ' f '*^^
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t^ers He offered the captors a considerable

Turse of gold, and a very valuable watch,

folethmVsi but they nobly disdained

Setemptat^ion, besides the f'^--*^-^^^^^^^

fers of permanent P'^^^*^??"' ^J^heircon
future promotion, on condition of their con-

veyingandaccompanyinghimtoNew-York.

They conducted him to Lieut, col. Jame-

so„,^the continental officer who had the com-

maiid of the scouting parties, amounting to

Too men, chiefly miUtia. Arnold's conduc

with regard to this body of men, and m
other respects, had excited such suspicions

4n the breast of the lieutenant-colonel and

the rest of the officers, that they had deter-

SineduponseizingthegeneralataUe^^^^^

had he come down and ordered them near-

er the e^my. Jameson, notwithstanding

his sLng jealousy of Arnold, was m the

issue the means of his escape.

Major Andre, in order to give Arnold

time to escape, requested that a Ime might

bT^^nt to acquaint him of the detention of

Anderson, the name Andre had assumed,

which Jameson, through an »Uj"d^^i
^«^;

cacy, granted. The papers, which were

found in the major's boots, were
in Arnold^s

tod writirtg,*nd contained exact returns of

Sestateoftleforces, ordnance and
defences

at West Point and its dependencies, with

the artillery orders, critical remarks on the

urorks, an estimate of the number of men
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that were ordinarily on duty to majj *^"»»

and the copy of a state of matters that had

been laid before a council of war by the

commander in chief. These papers werfe

enclosed in a packet to Gen. Washington,

accompanied withaletterfrom the prisoner.

avowing himself to be Major Andre, adju-

tant general to the British army, relating

the manner of his capture, and endeavoring

to show, that he did not come under the de-

scription of a spy. These papers were for-

warded by Jameson.
^ , , -xx

No sooner had Arnold received the Ma-

ior's letter, than he hastened on board the

Vulture, whichlay some miles below Stoney

Point ; he had not been long gone, when

Washington arrived at his quarters from

the eastward. Had the plot succeeded, the

consequences must have been ruinous to

the Americans. The forces under Arnold s

command must have cither laid down their

arms, or have been cut to pieces, i hen-

loss, and the immediate possession of West-

Point, and all its neighboring dependen-

ties, must have exposed the remainder of

Washington's army to the joint exertion ot

the British forces, by land and water, an(I

nothing but ruin could have been the result

with respect to the Americans.

On the 29th of September Gen. Wash-

ington appointed* board of fourteen general

officers, with the assistance of the judge ad-

O
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vocate general, to examine Major Andre s

case, and to determine, in what light it

oiieht to be considered. Andre, disdaining

all subterfuge and evasion, and studying

only to place his character in so fair a light,

as might prevent its being shaded by pre-

sent circumstances, voluntarily confessed

more than he was asked, and sought not to

palliate any thing relating to himself, while

L concealed, with the most guarded and

scrupulous nicety, whatever might involve

others. The board shewed him every pos.

sible mark of indulgence, and sufficientljr

witnessed how much they felt for his sito-

ation. However,public justice obliged them

to declare, " that Major Andre o^g^^^ *« ^c

considered as a spy from the eneniy ;
andthat

aarrecable to the law and usage of nations, it

is their opinion he ought to suffer death.

Several letters passed between the Gene-

rals Clinton and Washington relative to

thi» unhappy affair ; but nothing was capa-

tie of saving the unfortunate major. On

the 2d of October, the tragedv was closed.

The major was superior to the terrprs of

death ; but the disgraceful mode of during,

l^hich the usage of war had annexed to his

Ihapp; situation, was infinitely dreadful

to him He was desirous of being indulged

withaprofessionaldeath.andhadaccording.

ly written, the day before, a pathetic letter,

^ught with aU the feeUngs of a man of sen.
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rUngsofamanpf^n,

timent and honor, in which he requested of

Gen. Washington, that ho might not die on

a p-ibbet. The general consulted his officers

on the subject. Pity and esteem wrought so

powerfully, that they were all for shootmg

him, till Greene insisted on it, that his crime

was that of a common spy ; that the public

good required his being hanged ; and that,

were he shot, the generality would think

there were favorable circumstances entitling

him to notice and lenity. His observations

convinced them that there would be an im-

propriety in granting the major's request,

while tenderness prevented its being di-

vulged.
,

When Major Andre was led out to the

place of execution, as he went along he

bowed himself familiarly to all those with

wliom he had been acquainted in his confine-

ment.—A smile of complacency expressed

the serene fortitude of his mind. Upon see-

ing the preparations at the fatal spot, he

asked with some emotion, " Must I die in

this manner?" He was told it was unavoid-

able. He replied, " I am reconciled to my
fate, but not to the mode." Soon after, re-

collecting himself, he added, " it will be but

a momentary pang ;" and springing upon
the cart, he performed the last offices to him-

self with a composure that excited the ad-

miration, and melted the hearts of all the

spectators.—Being told the final moment
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u A o«a asked if he had any thing
was at hand, and askeo i^L

»

,^ ^ ^^ ^e-

to say. he answered ,
No^hmg^^^

^^^^ ^

quest you will witness to
^^.^^^^

die like a brave fan. ««=

sally esteemed and regretted.

Anno 1778.

Gen. Ashe «"'Tri«d ""d *^fcf/%„,

vannah. . ,iio»i«rs for want of
Washington's army m distress for

T-Slv signed bet««n Holland »d Ame-

EaaComwallis defeats Gen. G«e..

^rAri?r£hi^er;o„bc„dthc
VuUu.eBrUUh sloop of war.
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SIR Henry Clinton, on the 15th of Octo-

ber, 1780, in obedience to the orders

sent him to prosecute the war with vigor

fn Norths Carolina and Virginia, dispatche4

Gen. Leslie from New-York Jo
the bay of

ChesapeaJ^, with "«a^3Q0O choio. troops.

He was to co-operate with Lord Cornwalhs,

who was expected to beJ^,'^
^f.^^*?^,^ \^;

ward3. if not to have reached, Virginia. Ij

a few days, ihp fleet wrived m the bay, and

the troops were Iju^ded in different parts of

cfn^the20thof June,the FrenchandSpan-

ish fleets formed a junction in the West-

Indiea. They amounted to 36 sail of the

Hne, which, with their united land forces.

formed such an aPPa^^^^ ^"P^"^^"^ ' ^' u?:
thingin those »eas or islands seemed capable

of rSsisting ; but the Spanish troops being

too much crowded on board their transports,

together with the length of the voyage, the

change of cUraate and diet, and other cir-

cumstances. a mo^t mortal and jont^sjo^'

disorder was generated, which first mfect-

cd their own seamen, and at length spread,

though not with so fatal an effect, through

the French fleet and land forces. Beside.

the ereat mortality on the passage, the bpa-

niards landed 1200 sick on their first arrival
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at Dominique, and a much grea^jJJ «""\^"'

afterwards^at Guadaloupe and MarUmco.

Thus the spirit of enterprise was damped,

and some part o? their strength dimmished.

In the month of September, Mr Laurens

was taken on his way from America to Hoi-

land on the banks of Newfoundland. A
Set of papers being thrown over-board,

Kit sinUg s«ddeW> ^^^ ^i^^ ^y *;
Joldness and dexterity of an Enfi'^.^

sailor^

^d most of them were recovered from ^hc

SecTs of the water. On his arrival m
inSlJ\e^^^ committed, upon a charge

of Sigh ireason, as a sUte P"«°"«f^^*y^^

Tower, under an order signed by the three

fecS^of state. By the medium of^^^^

papers, administration came to ^he know-

Uge of the eventual treaty of amity and

commerce between America and Holland.

'Tn consequence of th^fcove^
J^^^^^^^

remonstrances were made to the States ue-S but as no satisfactory answer was re-

?^rned. Sir Joseph Yorke received orders

o wUhdmw from'the Ha^e ; and; on the

20th of Dec. general »-jP"««^* ^'/^̂ ''"o^^
against the ships, goods, and subjects, o*

the States General.
General

On the 12th of January, ^I^^Jf iToo
Greene's troops consisted of about 1100.

TlTnextdav, Col. Lee's partizan egion

a^^ved from the northward, consisting f.f

^utlOO horsemen, wcU mounted,and 120

II

d

P
P
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infantry ; and on the 13th the legion was

detached on a secret expedition. Ihey

pushed on for Georgetown, where they sur-

prised several officers, and took them pn-

Joners. Major Irwin, and many more of the

carrison were killed ; but the principal part

Hed to the fort, which Lee was not m a

condition to besiege. While this enter-

prise was carrying on, the enemy ?»n«5d a

Slow at Morgan, who was^ advised by

Greene not to risque too much.

Gen. Leslie, in compliance with his or-

ders, left Virginia, and arrived at Charles-

ton, and joined Lord Cornwalhs who wish-

ed to drive Gen. Morgan from his station

and to deter the inhabitants from joining

him. The execution of this business was

entrusted to Lieut. Col. Tarlcton, who

was deuched with about 1100 men for that

purpose. On the 17th of January, Tarle-

ton came up with Morgan, when an action

commenced, which terminated m the al-

most total defeat of Tarleton.

Tarleton was veryimuch censured for nis

conduct in this battle, which he was suppos-

ed to have lost by his un-officer like impet-

uosity. Lord Cornwallis, with the expec.

tations of regaining the prisoners, and de-

molishing Morgan's corps, instantly con-

eluded on a pursuit, which Morgan waa

aware of, and took his measures accord-

ingly.
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On the 31st of January. Greene succeed^

i.fl Morean in the command of the southern

„mv when a kind of military race com-

Scedt^tween.the Pu-ing
^^^^^^^^^^^

tfo^eto^-X^^^^^^ .

^^Lord CornwalUs, being afterwards con-

vinced from Greene's movements, that he

intended to venture an engagement, on the

uTh of May sent off his baggage under a

irooer escort, and the next morning »t day.

Cak t^arched with the remainder of his

army/arounting to about 2400 men, chief-

fv^?ooos KTOwn vctfimu in y»<>tory, ciAer

t^o meerG?^cne on the way, or attack him

^"5^eSCk"W^

der to tb^ Reedy Fork, and crCi»sed th^wv-

^ about thrS milesirom the
fieka ofa^ion.

G^eer ost hisartiUery, and twojmmuni.

tion waggons, the greatest part of the horse*

bdng killed before the retreat bc«an.

. ^'K month of February, r^pnsa^sh^^

in» been commenced against the iJuton,

S^ner-ndYaughai.«c.iv.d^^^^^^

from Great Britain t« direct their view«„w

thereduction of the Butch islwd of S.t.

Eustatia The British fleet and army m-

S:^Tappe-d ^^^^-J^JZ^'vtt^
with a great force. Rodney anu v au^
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-" a peremptory™mm-'^^tS^-
or, to surrender *e wi*""

. j ^5,^

Graaff. totally ignorant^^

tween Great ^^'^^ ""^^ ^ho delivered
scarcely believe

J^/^^^^'^/hc returned
the 8*»«^»«o"\*?JV^ "'Utterly h^capable of

was co^*^^«jJ.^"^„e was estimated consi-

^^^^^^'^^^^
^

a Sebfwe7e rSluced in the same manner.
and aeoa were rcu

, .
f^^^^ ^f

R«l„ey being rrfomed_,thM»e^^^

.boot 30 lar£»h^;»»X commodities.

ffUttl EusuUa for Holland iost

before hU wrivd. under convoy of a flag
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shin of 60 guns, he dispatched ihe Monarch

and Panther, with the Sybil frigate in pur-

suit of them. These soon overtook the

convoy, when the Dutch admiral refusing

to strike his colours, and all remonstrances

proving ineffectual, a short engagement

took place between his ship, the Mars and

the Monarch. He died bravely in defence

of his ship, when she instantly struck, and

the whole convoy was.taken.

The keeping of Dutch colours flying at

Eustatia, rendered it for some time a decoy

to French, Dutch and American vessels, a

considerable number of which fell accord-

ingly into the hands of the conquerors with-

out trouble.
, J « »u*

Preparations began to be made, on the

21st of June, for the army under Gen.

Washington to take the fie d. The Amen-

wns m«^ched towards White Plains, where

they were joined by the French troops un-

, der Rocharabeau. .

Sir George Rodney, m consequence of

information concerning the French fleet un-

der the CountdeGrasse, detached the Ad-

mirals Sir Samuel Hood and Df^ke, with

seventeen sail of the line, to cruise off Fort

Royal for the purpose of intercepting him.

On the 28th of April, some of Sir Samuel's

headmost ships returned hastily in sight, ^na

with signals announced the appearance of a

superior fleet, and a numerous convoy, to

ct
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the windward of Point Salines. The ad.

miralmade a «>g"aU°/ ^e«ncrt^^ha.M^^

windward, and at night it was dcterniined

b^the admirals to continue the line ahead,

so that getting as much as possible o wind-

ward thev might close m with Fort Koyai

Tt day-lSht, and cut off the enemy from

''la te'morning the French appeared,

their convoy keeping close in ^ith the Ian 1

while Count dc Grasse drew up his fleet in

a line of battle for their protection. Admi-

ral Hood used every manoeuvre to bring

h m to action ; but he being to windward,

and so having the choice, preferred a long

shot distance. A partial engagement ensu-

ed The van and the nearest ships in the

centre of th« British, were expose- to a long

and heavy weight of fire, in their struggles

Tclose the F^'rench and get to the wmd-

ward ; but suffered principally in their

masts hulls, and rigging. The action last-

Tabiut three hours, when Admiral Hood

uerceiving, that not one shot in ten ot the

Knch reached, and that his attempts to

gain the wind were fruitless, ceased firing,

and the British fleet bore away for Antigua.

Let us now return to the transactions un-

der Lord Cornwallis. One great object of

the British force was the establishment ot 9r

strong post and place of arms, and such as

might render them perfectly masters ofChe-

_., .. I
ilfttn«il

J
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sapeak bay. and therefore they repaired to

Vnrk Town and Gloucester.

The French and Amencan armies conti.

Jd their march ^-m
^^eT ami wi h

"^orCount tcrtYe with the py ..1 ac

count of his arrival and situation. By the

ISth of September, all the troops were ar-

rived and landed at Williamsburgh, and

ireparaSons were made with all possible

SSp^h for putting the -my ma situation

9th they opened their batteries, and contin-

uPd firhiK all night, without intermission.

The nexfmornfng the French opened their

batterS on the left, and a tremendous roar

S? cannon and mortars was continued for

S» or eieht hours without ceasing.
"
TheTrench and Americans continued to

carry on the siege with great success. On

the 16th their several batteries were covered

vvhh nearToo pieces of heavy ordnance ;

whUe th^British works were so destroyed

Siat they could scarcely show a single gun.

Thus was LoKi Cornwallis reduced to the

necessity of preparing for a surrender, or of



DRY Of

>rc they repaired to

ster.

erican armies conti-

i the northward, till

i of Elk ; and with-

received an express

,
with the joyful ac-

d situation. By the

the troops were ar-

Williamsburgh, and

de with all possible

le army in a situation

I York Town.
>tembcr, Lord Corn-

Lsted in York Town,

ened by the combmed
October, at 600 yards

allis's works. On the

batteries, and contm-

kvithout intermission,

le French opened their

and a tremendous roar

ars was continued for

ithout ceasing.

Americans continued to

ith great success. On
,
batteries were covered

es of heavy ordnance ;

)rks were so destroyed

cely show a single gun.

mwallis reduced to the

ng for a surretider, or of

North America. 169

attempting an escape. He determined upon

the latter. Boats were prepared under dif.

ferent pretences, for the reception of the

troopsby ten at night, in order to pass them

over to Gloucester Point. The arrange-

ments were made with the utmost secrecy.

The intention was to abandon the baggag*;,

and to leave a detachment behind to capitu-

late for the town's people, and for the sick

and wounded, his lordship having already

prepared a letter on the subject, to be deli-

vered to Gen. Washington after his depar-

ture. The first embarkation had arrived at

Gloucester Point, and the greater partofthe

troops were already landed, when the wea.

therf which was before moderate and calm,

instantly changed to a most violent storm ot

wind and rain. The boats with the remain-

i»{v troops were all driven down the river,

and the design of passing over was not on-

Iv entirely frustrated, but the absence of the

boats rendered it impossible to bring back

the troops from Gloucester. 1 hus weak-

ened and divided, the army was in no small

danger. However, the boats returned, and

the troops were brought back in the course

of the forenoon with very little loss.

Things were now hastening to a period,

which could be no longer protracted ; for the

British works were sinking under the weight

of the French and American artillery. All

hopes of relief from New-York were over,
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jind the strength and spirits ofthe royal army

were broken down and exhausted by their

constantahd unremitting fatigue. Matters

being in this situation on the 17th of Uc-

tober, Lord Cornwallia sent out a flag with

a letter to Qen. Washington, requesting a

cessation ofarms for twenty-four hours, and

that commissioners might be appointed for

(digesting the terms of capitulation. Com-

missioners were accordingly appointed ;
and

pn the side of iHc allies, were Viscount de

Noailles.and Lieut. Cbl.Laurens, whose fa-

ther was in close confinement m the I owcr

of London, while the son was drawing up

articles by which an English nobleman and

9. British army became prisoners.

On the 19th of October, the posts ot

York Town and Gloucester were surren-

dcred. The honor of marching out with

colours flying, which had been demed to

Gen. Lincoln, was now refused to Lora

Cornwallis, and Lincoln was appointed tq

receive the submissipn of the royal army

at York Town, precisely in the same way

ibis own had been conducted about eighteen

llionthsbefore. The troops that surrender-

fd prisoners exceeded 7000 ; but so great

was the number of sick and wounded, that

there were only 3800 capable ofdoin^ duty.

The oflicers and soldiers retained their bag-

gage and effects. Fifteen hundred seamen

shared th? same fate as the garrison. 4 he
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Guadaloupe frigate of 44 guns, and a num-

ber of transports, were surrendered to the

conquerors. About 20 transports had been

sunk or burnt during the siege. The land

forces became prisoners to the Americans ;

but the seamen and ships were assigned to

the French admiral. The Americans ob-

tained a fine train of artillery, consisting ok

15 pieces of brass ordnance, a»«J 69 iron

cannon, howitzers, and mortars.

On the 24th of October, a fleet destined

for the relief of Lord Cornwallis arrived oflf

the Chesapeak ; but, on receiving the news

of his surrender, they returned to New-
York. The fleet consisted of 25 ships of

the line, two fifties, and eight frigates.

—

When they appeared ofi'the Chesapeak, the

French made no manner of moveiyicnt^

though they had 3^ ships of the line, bein^

perhaps SJiUs^ed witli their present success.

Every argument anci persuasion, was u^ed

with the Count df. Grasse to induce him to

aid the combined army in an operation

against Charleston ; but the advanced sea-

son, the orders of his court, and his own en-

gagements to be punctual to a. certain time,

fixed for his future operation, prevented his

compliance. His instructions had fixed hi?

departure on the 15th of October, and he

had already exceeded that time. On the

27th the troops under the Marquis St. Simon

began to embark for the West- Indies, and
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^boutthe 5th of November de Grasse sail-

cd from the Chesapeak.

Memorable events recorded in this chapter

»

Anno 1780.

Sir Henry Clinton sends 3000 troops to the

bay of Chesapeak.

The French and Spanish fleet form a junc-

tion in the West-Indies.

Mr. Laurens taken in his passage to Hol-

land.

Sir Joseph Yorke leaves the Hague.

Anno 1781.

JUieut. Col. Tarleton detached after Gen.

Morgan by whom he is defeated.

Sir George Rodney and Gen. Vaughan take

St. FAistatia, St. Martins and Saba.

The French troops join the Americans un.

' der Washington.

Sir Samuel Hood and Count de Grasse en-

LoKfcornwalUs repairs to York Town and

Gloucester.
i ir i

Is obliged to capitulate, and surrender York

Town and Gloucester.

De Grasse sails for the West-Indies.

{

a

r
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CHAP. X.

ON the 27th of November, the king of

England went to the house of peers^

and opened the sessions of parhament.

Warm debates took place on account ot tne

ruinous manner in which the American war,

was continued ; but Lord North and his

party, who thought they had not yet carried

things far 'enough, maintained a consider-

able majority in the house of commons. Mr.

Burke had made several motions rctotivfr^o^

the release of Mr. Laurens from the Tower.

However, at length Mr. Laurens was

brought before Lord Mansfield, on the last

daV of the year, in consequence of an order

from the secretary of stat^, and was dis^

chareed upon certain conditions.^ « ^

The naval force of France and Spain m
the West- Indies, in the month of February

^

1782, amounted to 60 ships of the line, and

their land forces when joined would have

formed a considerable army. Jamaica had

no more than six incomplete battalions ol

res'ular troops and the militia of the island

to dfefcnd it •, and therefore m case of at-

tack, must have been soon conquered. 1 he

arrival of Sir Georgb Rodney with twelve

sail of the line at Barbadoes, and his sub-

. sequent junction with Sir Samuel Hood'*
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squadron, together with the arrival of three

ships ofthe line from England a few days af-

terwards, perhaps providentially saved Ja-

)naica from falling into the hands of the ene-

my. The English fleet at St. Luciaamount-

ing to 3d ships of the line, and the force un-

der de Grasse at MarUnico to 34. The
metal 6f the French is always heavier than

that of the English, in equal rates, so that

In this point the French had the advantage.

The van of the British fleet was com-

manded by Sir Samuel Hood, the centre by

Sir George Rodney, and the rear by Admi-

ral Sir Francis Drake. The three divis-

ions of the French fleet were under Count

de Grassfi» Mons.de Vaudreuil, and Mons.

de Bougunville.

On the 8th of April, the French fleet be-

gan to turn out of Fort Royal harbor early

m the inpming, with a great convoy under

.their jprotcction, all bound to the French or

Spaium ports in Hispaniola. De Grasse, in

order to avoid an encounter on his passage*

meant to keep close in underthe islands, till

he had eluded the pursuit of the English.

However their departure from the bajr waa

so speedily communicated by signals from

the frigates,andthe English fleet wasin such

excellent preparation* Uiat all the ships were

clear of Gross Islet Bay by noon, and pur-

' suedwitli the utmost expedition ; so that the

French saved only a fiew hours, by being
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masters of the time of departure. The

Enelish gained sight of them under Domi-

nique at night, and afterwards regulated

the pursuit by signals.

Early the next morning, Count de Grasse

formed the line of battle, aiid thereby af-

forded an opportunity to his convoy for

proceeding on their course, while he re-

mained to abide the consequences. 1 he

van of the English fleet first closed with the

French centre, while the English centre and

rear were becalmed. The action commcnc.

ed about nine o»clock on the nmth. 1 he

Barfleur, Sir Samuel Hood's own ship, l^d

at times seven and generally three ships fir-

ine upon her, and none ofthe division escap-

ed encountering a disproportionate force.

The firm and efiectual resistance with which

they supported all the eflorts ofthe enemy \s

superiority, was to the highest degree glori-

ous. At length the leading ships of the cen-

tre were enabled to come up to their assist-

ance. These were soon followed by bir

George Rodney in the Formidable, with hia/^
• wcon^s the Namur and the Duke, all of 90 [

Kuns : they made and supported a most tre-

mendous fire. De Grasse now changed the

nature of the action, and kept at sUch a dis-

tance during the remainder of the engage-

mem, as might prevent any thing decisive

happening. The rest of the English fleet

tjoming up De Grasse withdrew his ships
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from the action, and evaded all the effort*

of the English commanders for its renewal.

Two of the French ships were so damaged^

that they were obliged to quit the fleet, and

put into Guadaloupe. On the side of the

English the Royal Qak and the Montague

suffered extremely j but they were capable

of being repaired at sea, so as not to be un^

der the ncpessitv of quilting the fleet.

On the 11th the French fleet weathered

Guadaloupe, and gained such a distance,

that the body of their fleet could ori\yhci\t^

sewed from the mast-heads of the Britisti

centre^ and all hopes of Sir George Rod-

ney's coming up with them seemed to be at

an end. In this critical situation, one oi the

French ships, which had sufiered intne ac^

tion, was perceived, about noon, to fall ott

considerably from the rest of the fleet to lee-

ward. This produced signals from the iLng-

lish admiral for a general chase, which was

so vigorous that the Agamemnon, and some

others of the headmost of the English line,

were coming up so fast with this ship that

she would assuredly have been cut ofl be-

fore evening had not her signals and immi-

nent danger induced de Grasi^e to bear tlovvn

with his whole fleet to her assistance, i his

movement put it out of the power of the

French to avoid fightiug. 1 h€ pursuing

Enelish fell back into their station, and a

close line was formed.—The French also

P
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nrcparcd for battle with the greatest rcsolu.

tion, and the night passed in preparations

on both sides. • „r
About seven o'clock m the morning, of

the 12th of April, the battle commenced,

and was continued with unremitting fury

until near the same hour in the evening.—

As the English came up, they ranged slow-

Iv along the French line, and close under

their lee. Being so near every shot took

efiect, and the French ships being so full

ofmen, the carnage in them was prodigious.

The Formidable, Admiral Rodney's ship,

fired near eighty broadsides, and it may be

supposed the restwere not idle. The French

stood and returned this dreadful fire with the

utmost firmness, each side fighting, as if he

honor and fate of their country were that day

to be decided.

Sir George Rodney m the Formidable,,

with his seconds the Namur and the Duke,

and immediately supported by the Canada,

between twelve and one o'clock, hove di-

rectly and with full sail athwart the French

line and successfully broke through, about

three ships short of the centre, where Count

de Grasse commanded in the Ville de Pans

of 1 10 guns. Being followed and support-

ed by the remainder of his division, and

wearing round close about the enemy, he

effectually separated their line. This bole

adventureproveddecisive. The battle lusted

.^»#iff'ttrt|tei<»i -
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till sunset, for the French fought with the

greatest bravery.
.

The British fleet having now gamed the

wind of the French, their seneral confusion

was completed. Hood's division had been

long becalmed and kept out of action ;
but

his head ships and part of his centre, as far

at least as the Barflcur, which he himself

commanded, came up at this juncture, and

contributed to render the victory more de-

cisive. The Cjesar, Glorieux, and Hector,

soon struck their colours but not till after

they hjid made the n^ost rioble defence.

Count de Grasse was, nobly supported,

even after the line was broken ;
^nd the Ui-

adem, a French 74, went down by a single

b^roadside, in a generous exertion to s^ve

Uim: The YiHe de Paris v^as alinp^t red^c-

cd to a wreck, but de Grasse sUU held ont.

At leneA Hood in the B^flpur ajjp/oa^hed

him just at sunset, and poured in a raos^

deTtruc^ive fire. The YiUe de Paxis, sup-

ported ^ll these shocks foraquart^of an

hour after, when she struck to Sir Samuel

Hood. It wa* said, that at the time she

strucVi, there were but three men left aJive

^Xvnhurt on the upper deck, aiid th^t the

caunt was on^ of them.

the C»sar W4? unfortunately se^ Oft fire,

and blew up in the night of the acUw- A
lieutenant and 50 English seamen perished.

With about 40P prisoners. Tl^e number of

,,^jijjiijSi^0ih-"
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the French slain in this engagement, and

that of the ninth, was computed at three

thousand and near double tha number

wounded. The small superiority of Bri-

Jish ships in point of number, contributed

nothing to the success of the day, as more

of Hood's division than that difference a-

mounted to, were prevented coming into

action through the want ofwind. 1 he whole

?oss of the English, in killed and wo.jnded

in the two actions, was stated only ^ 1050.

of which 253 were killed on the spot.

In the Ville de Paris were found thirty-

six chests of money, destined to pay the

subsistence of the troops in the designed

attack on Jamaica. Sir Samnd Hood being

sent in pursuit of the scattered enemv, on

the 19th he came up and took the Jason

and Canton of 64 guns each, and two In-

^^Thus the French lost eight ships of the

line • six were in possession of the English,

one had been sunk, and the C»sar blew up

after her capture. The English having join-

ed off Cape Tiberoon, and the French hav-

ine no force to the windward, Sir George

Rodney proceeded with the disabled ships

and prizes to Jamaica, as well for their re-

pair, as the greater security of the Island,

should the combined fleet still venture upon

the prosecution of their former design.

Sir Samuel Hood was left with about 25

E^ifiiilMiMiit'*^

iiLiiHi)rf^..in^i«ii'i»*'^'>^^'
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ships of the line to keep the sea, and watch

the motions of the enemy.

Let us now return to North America,

where all parties seemed to be heartUy tired

of the wan On the 5th of May, Sir Guy

Carleton arrived at New-York, and on the

7th he wrote to Gen. Washington, and sent

him some public papers, that h.s excellen-

cy might learn from them, the dispositiQn

that prevailed in the government and peo-

ple of Great Britain, relative to the making

of a p(Ace with America. . , .

The British administration haying re-

solved upon abandoning all offensive ope-

rations m America, the scheme of evacuat^

ing all the weakest posts in the Uni ed

States was adopted. Accordingly, on the

11th of July Savannah was evacuated, ami

the Americans immediately took possession

of it, the works and town being left perfect.

On the 14th of December, Gen. 1-eslie,

wlw commanded at Charleston, completed

rhc embarkation of his trooDS, and ciuitted

that town. Gen. Wayne, wit\ithelegiqn and

{Sht i^faktry, had been before their works

frsVveral d'ays, by order of Gen^ Greene

It was hinted to ^im from Gen.
^^^^^^

through a certain medium, that if they were

permitted to embark without interruption.

Ke^y care should be taken for the preserva

tion of the town. Wayne was directed to

»ccedetothe proposal, the Britishalsoasree-

ir
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ine not to fire on the town after getting on

board. The conditions being fully under-

stood by both parties, Charleston was eva-

cuated ind possessed without the least con-

fusion, the American advance following

close on the British rear. The governor

was conducted into his capital the same

day ; the civil police established the day

following, and on the third t^e town was

opened for business. On the 17th the Bru

tish crossed the bar, and went to sea.

Every thing now seemed to announce the

approach of peace. The American com-

missioners expedited the negociation with

the utmost assiduity, and on the 30th o

November, provisional articles were agreed

upon and signed, to take effect whenever

terms of peace should be finally settled witli

the court of France. The business wa^^

finished so privately and unexpectedly that

the ministers and ambassadors, as wel as

others in and about the court of Versailles,

Avere surprised upon hearing the news.

We must not here avoid mentioning an

unfortunate event, which happened at the

close ofthe still more unfortunate American

war. Ten men of war, including Count dc

Grassc's ships, with a large fleet of mer-

chantmen from Jamaica, suffered exceed-

inely by a tremendous gale of wind ott

Newfoundland, on the 17th of September.

The Ville de Paiis and the Glorieux foun-

Q
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^red, «nd only one man out of the comple

m«nt,of both ships esctped to tell the mel.

ancholy tale. 'jSe Hector also sunk ;
but

being descried in time by a snow that made

towtrds them, the crew were saved. The

Ramilies went down, but her people were

Mved by the merchantmen m company.

The Centour was likewise lost, and aU her

imip«»y. except twelve. y^»th the captain

who«t into the onlv remaimng boat. They

ttaveSed a space of near 800 miles on the

AUantic ocean, without compass or qwd-

rant, and with a blanket for a sail. They

had only two Mscuits divided among them

every twcnty-four hours ; and as much

water during that space to every man, as

The neck off wine botUe broken off would

hold At the expiration of sixteen days

when the last division of biscuit and water

had been made, to their inexpressible joy.

Siey discovered the Portuguese wland of

Fayal, where they safely arrived at mriit.

ind received every asaisunce their melan.

cboly situation demanded. »..j.i;„
On Ae 3d of September. IJ^. the defin-

Itive treaties between Great
Britain. France

tSd Sp»in. i^ere signed at VrrsaiUes by

£e respective plenipotentiaries authorized

Sr that purpose. *On the same day, he

Sftnitivc teeity with Great Britain and the

VnhentatesV America was also si^^

Jt Paris, by David Hartley, fcsq- ^e Br».

aN*wM*«iMttMfb*

v.

''^
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Rnnth Carolina and Georgia. He a»so re

'*'Thi" mrticul." of the^t«.ty between

G«a'B?itain. France .nd Sj-m-jJ' be

found in our history of England, to whicti

it more properly belongs.

Thus ended *« «"*»«PP? :^ff^5"^:
i^hich added to the national dcbtof the mo.

Ther country one hundred .-^ ^^^g.^^f
lion pounds sterling, besides the loss

manv thousands of our bravest officers, spi-

Se«, and seamen, to the disgrace and m-

famv of those ministers, who advised and

cSd it on, contrary to the general voice

. of the people of Great Britom I



IThI HiSTOlT, &c.

Memorable events recorded in tbh chapter.

Anno 1781.

Mr. Laurens discharged from his confine-

ment in the Tower of London.

Anno 1782.

The fleets of Sir George Rodney and Count

de Grasse meet in the West- Indies.

They engage, and Count de Grasse is dc-

feated and taken. «..!./.
Savannah evacuated by the British forces.

And afterwards Charleston in noisxXh Caro-

lina. . ,, ^

Provisional articles of peace signed between

the British and Amcricancommissioners.

Anno 1783.

The definitive treaties between Great Bri-

tain, France, Spain, and America signed-^

I
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d in this ibapur,
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London.
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Conjlitution of the United States.

WE, The People oMheUnUed^S^^^^^^^^^^^

more perfect Un on, """"*'
^^n Defence, promote

TranquUily, provide
^^^^^'^J^^^XTwcssiug. of Liberty

the general Welfare, ana sec
ordain and ks-

';/B"?s"i"thirC0N'JlTUT?6N fov the Uf^ITED

ItjTES oi AMERICA.

ARTICLE I.

^^iS^'^^f^^^ ^ ^^ .o,t„u.ero»»

SrancU of the «t*|f
jj'f;^J?;i;ntativ* who .hall nrt have at-

No person shall beai^P'^^";' ^ j been seven year.
Uinedtotheageo^e^^^^^^^^^^^^^

n citizen of the Un>««
»f*\"»

• ^hich he aJiall be chosen.

ed, be an inhabitant o* i]'»^ »';*« '^^^ , ^^n be apportioned
Representatives, and du ect ««"' ^ ^^^^ Vlithio thit

among the «Xe tfth" r vesje" ve n«!^^^^^ which .hall

TT\ ^^'hSbVadding totIS «hole number office per-
be determiicdby aaauig

^^^ ^ termof yeari^
.ons, •ncl"j^'"S/»»«*« boima »

^brec-fifths of all other per-
,„dexclud.nglnd a^^^^^^^^^ UWn three
"''"'•

J»^r fhlfirstmeeting of the congrcM of the United
year, "f^er the first mee »

^ t^^.^ ^f ,«« year., in

States, and w"»'\"
f/'^.fi bv law direct. The number of

•"nreKfiU's u Sot ex'jeed on. for every thirty thou-
representatives sH.i.ii

representative ;

"".*^'^"•
!.lh enumerat orshall be made, the state of New-

;o,d unti such e»"™^^*.""".
^ ^huse three ; Massachuwtt.,

''^r.''fctl amiS ProviS^^^^^ Plantations one ; Con-

nc&rfit • N*«-Vo.k, six 5
New.Jeisey, four 5

Peou-



1W Constitution of the United States.

•vlvanla. eight; Delaware, one ; Maryland, mk ;
Virginia,

Sn i
NSrth!Carolin«,five ;' SouthXarolina, 6ve ;

andGeor-

^'When 'vacancies hapi^n in the repreientation from any

atate, the executive authority thereof .hall U«ie writ, of

election to fill such vacancies. .

The hou« of reprewntatives shall chuse their speaker and

other officers ; and shall have the sole power of impeach-

"s«. 3. The Senate of the United States shall be cornpos-

ed of two senators from each state, chosen by J^
'«S«^lalu^«

thereof, for six years ; and each senator shall have one

""immediately after they shall be assembled, in consequence

of tTirfirst election, theV shall be divided as equally ^»
may

be into three classes. The seats of the »enat°" «^*5*
J!'*

class shall be vacated at the expiration of the second yeai

,

5f he..Sond class at the expiration of the fourth ye«, -nd

of the third class at the expiraUon of the »"^th
yf"' »«Jj^

oncthird may be chosen every second year i.andif vacan-

Ses 1«roen by resignation, or otherwise, ^-""S
1J«
"«"

of the legis>*t«T« «« "ny »*»»«' *^^ "««»»•»«
^''frn^nf th«

Sake temporary appointments until the next meeting of the

lerislatm'e, which shall then (ill such vacancies. _. . . .

So person .hail be a senator who shall not ha'« .Jt**"'*

to the age of thirty yefcr^ and been nine y«a" '»,'^^"".°^

Se United States, aod who shall not, when elected, be an in-

habitant of Ihht state for which he shall be chosen.

The vke-preaident of the United States shall be pre«dent

of the Mnati, but shall have no vote unless they be equaUy

*' Th^ienate .hall chose their other officers and also a pre-

sideSl pro tempore, in the aLsenee of »»»?.*'«-r""*5fVf^
"hS he aiiaU excrlise the office of president of the United

^e* senate shall have the sole power to t'7 «»
i™Pf«J^

_--; When siMine for that purpose, they shall be on oath

Tr StrmS!? wKc president of the'^United States ..

uiJftSJeWeV justice shall preside : And no person shall

jSconvioted without the concurrence of two-lhirdsof the

""ud1menUrca«=sof impeachment sh-n.nf»«»«"*;":

tw tuTn to removal from office, aiul disqualification to hold

l..deS any o«ce of honor, trust or profit under the Un.u

S States i but the garty convicWd shaU neverthelea* be 1»»
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Jniicd States.

VIary»«nd, tis J
Virginift,

Carolina, 6ve ; and Gcor-

1
reprwentation from any

treof shall issue writs of

n chuse their spealter and

t sole power of impeach-

ed States shall be compos-

, chosen by the legislature

h senator shall have one

assembled, in consequence

divided as equally as may
of the senators of the first

ration of the second year,

ion of the fourth year, and

n of the sixth year, so that

scond year ; and if vacan-

lerwise, during the recess

he executive thereof may
itil the next meeting of the

ich vacancies. ,

ho shall not have attained

•en nine years a citizen of

not, when elected, be an in-

e shall be chosen.

Ed States shall be preddent

vote unless they be e^naUy

ther officers and also a pre-

ee of the vice-presidetit, or

of president of the United

e power to try all impeach-

nrpose, they sball be on oath

dent of the United States is

•side : And no person shall

itrence of two-lhird* ef the

hmcnt shun not extend fur-

;, ai>d disqualification to hold

•ust or profit under the Unit-

tted sltaU neveirthelea» be l»»
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able and subject to indictment, trial, judgment and ptmish-

"siT xfelmesTplaccs and manner of holding elections

for S;at;«a^^«pr;Sntative., shall b^

state by the lerislatuve thereof ; but the congress may at any

time by lawSe or alter such regulations, except as to the

P TTecinirts^sKKem^^^ at least once in e-ery year,

anisuch mSr-haUbe on the fi"t Mo"fy m December.

-^t'ffii'iS^;:^-!::^^^^^^
r.v;iaTcSrat^^^^^^^^^^

manner, and under such penaltres as each house may iro

""fscIi house may determine the roles of its proceedings,

puSh its members for disorderly behavior, and. w.th the

^"K^Jher house, during the session of congress, shaU with-

.hall be sitting.
,cp„sentatives sball receive a

RiaTes, eicepttrS^ »"* »'«"•' °'
'\\^:\lll^

priJilegSdToS arrest daring their ''««^."'1«"^
VJ^'*!* "n ^

Sf their respective houses, and in g^mg ^ and returmng

ifom the same; and for any speech «'^£»*« •"*'"'"

hnme thev shall not be questioned m any other place.

X^inator or representative shall, during the tme for

^h^ch he wa', electeS, be appointed \«ry '^T''
°«^« "£

the anlhority of the United States, which shall have been

Seated, or the emoluments whereof shall have been increaa-

«l duri. e such time : and no person holding any office under

Ae UnTtld StatesTshall be a member of either Uo«e diirin(

kis ceatinuance in ofiB«e.

. iii

'
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ISB Constitution of the United States.

c r All billa for raising revenue shiiH originate in the

of th»\house, I .1«U tjxome ^^^^ ^^ ^
the vote, of

»»»J^,^°"/fl'"*„ voting for and against the

If any bill shall not be
[fXt^t IhalTKteen presented

days (Sunday, exceped^
: uw In^fkeSner a.V he had

i?^S^^u: e«%hVco'rg?erbV their ad^
ITrciX in which

-J*
it .h£not b« a law

„^„^,
Every «'der, resolution or vote to which tw

^^^

Uons prescribed in the case of a bill.

®'¥o*eoin monev, regulate the value thereof, and of foreiga

Titiea and current coin o£ the United states.
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Wnited Slates.

snue bIirU originate in the
leiiate inuv i>ropose or con«
bills.

id the home of represent

it become a law, l>e pre*

id Sutes } if he Hppi-ove

return it, with hit objec-

.all have originated, who
on their journal, and pro«

reconsideration two-thirda

he bill, it shall be sent, to-

e other house, by which it

d if approved bv two-thirds

aw. But in all such Cftsea

e determined by yeas and
8 voting for and against the

I of each honse respectively.

I>y the president within ten

: shall have been presented,

in like manner as if he had.

their adjournment prevent

not be a law.

« to which the concurrence
tentatives may be neces«ary

ment) shall be presented to

8 ; and before the same shall

' him, or, being disapproved

wo-thirds of the senate and,

ling to the rules and limita-.

, bill.

ive power
ies, imposts and excises, ta

e common defence and. gene-.

; but all duties, imports and
tiout the United States >

lit of the United Sutes

;

areign nations, and aqnong the

iian tribes ;

if naturalization, and uniform"

itcies throughout the United

value thereof, and of foreign,

eights and me:isures

;

nl of counterieiting the seftu-

^nited butesi
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To establish post-offices and post-roads

;

To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by se-
curing for limited times to authors and inventors the excla>
sive right to their respective writings and discoveries ;

To constitute tribunals inferior to the supreme court

;

To define and punish piracies and felonies committed oft

the high seas, and offences against the law of nations ;

To declare war, grant letters of marque and repihal, and
nake rules concerning captures on land and witter ;

To raise and support armies, but no appropriation of mo-
ney to that use shall be for a longer term than two years ;

To provide and maintain a navy ;

To make rules for the government and regnlation of the
land and naval forces ;

To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws
•f the union, suppress insurrections and renel invasions

;

To provide for organizing, arming and disciplining the
Biilitia, and for governing such part of them as may be em-
ployed in the service of the United States, reserving to the
tates respectively, the appointment of the officers, and the
authority of training the militia according to the discipline
prescribed by congress.
To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever,

over such district (not exceeding ten miles square) as may,
by cession of particular states, and the acceptance of con-

Sress, become the seat of the government of the United
tates, and to exercise like authority over all places pur-

chased by the consent of the legislature of the state in which
the tame shall be, for the erection of fortt, magazines, arae»
lult, dock-yarda, and other needful buildings ;

And, to make all lewa which thall be necessary rnd pro-
per for carrying into execution the fore^in^; powers, and
all other powera vested by this constitution m the govern-
ment of the United States, or in any department or officer

thereof.

Sec. 9. The migration or importation of such persons as
any of the states now existing shall think proper to admit,
shall not be prohibited by the congress prior to the year one
thousand eight hundred and eight, but a tax or duty may be
imposed on fcuch importation, not exceeding ten dollars for
each person.
The privilege of tlie writ of habeas corfiui thall not be tus.

pended, unless when, in cases of rebellion or invasion, the
public safety may require it.

No bill of attainder or rx fost facto law shaH be aucd*
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Ko capitation, or other direct ;ax, shall be laid, «"»"• \l>

proportion totheeenws or enumeration herc.nbefore direCt-

'''no t« or*duty ihall be laid on artlcleii exported from any

state. No preference shall be given by any regulatloa of

commerce or revenue to the port, of one state o'««- 'lio« of

another ; nor »hall veweU bound to, or from, one slate, oe

obliged to enter, clear, or pay dutiei. in another.

iTo money shall be drawn from the treasury, but in con-

equence of appropriations made by law ;
and »

'•f^'»»J
statement and account of the receipts ami expendiwies of

all public money shall be published from »""",
J^Jl'Js.^.,.

,

No title of nJbility shHlT be granted by the United States

»

and no person holding any olRct of profit or »'"«""'»" *^en»

shall, without the coSsent of the congress, accept ot ""y P'*"

Snt,'emoloment, office, or title of any kind whatever, from

anv kine, prince or foreign state.

Lc To. No state shall enter into any treaty, •"»*«« »'

eonfederation <
grant letters of marque and «P"«*JJ «°'"

Srey" emit bill, of ci-edit ; make any thmg »>«»
fjfj

«"<»

Swer ciln a tender in payment of debts ;
puss any bU of aU

of contracts, or grant any title of nobihty

.

No state shall, without the consent of the ^"nS"";'»y '"^

Imposts or dutiei on import, or exports, «««?» "Ja* ""J

fimlnenl daitglr as will not admit of delay.

ARTICLE 11.

«,, 1 The executive power shall be vested in a Pre-

"E?Ka\e shall appoint, in such ">•""«
"Jf^^^S'"';^^^^^^^

thweof may direct, a number of electors, equal to the whole

MKiimiii liitfrt-MCi**
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America. He shall hold his

r years, and, together with

r the same term, be elected

nch manner as the legislature

,f electors, equal to the whole
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number of senators and representatives to which the state

may be entitled in the congress ; but no senator or repre-
sentative, or person holding an office, of trust or profit,

under the United States, shall he appointed an elector.

The eltctors shall meet in their respective states, and vote

by ballot for two persons, of whom une at least shall not be
an inhabitant of the same state with themselves. And they
shall make a list of all the persons voted for, and of the
numlwr of votes for each ; which list they shnll sign and
certify, and transmit licaled to the seat of the government of
the United States, directed to the president of the senate

;

the president of the senate shall, in the presence of the sen-

ate and house of representatives, open nil the certificates,

and the votes shall then be cr>unted. The person having
the greatest number of votes shall be the president, if such
number be a majority of the wiiole number of electors ap«
pointed ; and if there be more than one who have such ma-
jority, and have an equal number of votes, then the house of
representatives shall immediately chuse by ballot one of

them fur president ; and if no person have a majority, then
from the five highest on the list, the said house shall in like

manner chuse the president. But in chusing the president
the votes shall be taken by states, the representation from
each state having une vote ; a quorum for this purpose shall

consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the
•tates, and a mejority of all the «tates shall be necessary to

• choice. In every case, after the choice of the president,
the person having the greatest number of votes of the elec-
tors, shall be the vice-president. But if there shall remain
two or more who have equal votes, the senate shall chuse
from them by ballot the vice-president, [see Antndmenti.]

The congress may determine the time of chusing the
electors, and the day on which they shall give their votes

}

which day shall be the same throughout the United States*
No person, except a natural born citizen, or a citizen of

the United States, at the time of the adoption of this consti-
tution, shall be eligible to the office of president ; neither
shall any person be eligible to that office who shall not have
attained to the age of thirty-five years, and been fourteen
years a resident within the United States.

In case of the removal of the president from office, or of
kis death, resignation, or inability to discharge the powers
and duties of the said office, the same shall devolve on the
vice-president, and the congress may by law provide for

the MM of removal, death, resignation, or inability, botk «l

JMlllillilil BrtrtiUfi''' ii'M'i''
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,icc. a compensation, wl«'ch thajl ne'tjer »« «
j, ^^^^

diminished during the
P^^^'V^Ive within that period any

iectcd, and J»c .hull not ""1^,^''^^^^^^^^^ ttiem.

nXrKn'cv «: ^il^e'i'::^^^^^^^^^ o.l[ce. he .hall

^^?rvtis;^ cS'S^I>^fn?t;:^^tS!^^ii
« execute the office of pves dent ot^^^^^

^^1^ ^^.
«» will to the best of my nDUiiy, lj"sc. vc, i

^^

.. Tend the conHtitntion o! the ""'t^d^Su es.
^^ ^^^^

Sec. a. ThcprcH.aent.ltuUbe comman crin
.^.^^ ^j

army and navy of the "n'\^'».
fiti'heacua^ Service of the

the MvevaUtitcs. when called into tl^^^^^^^ . ^^

United State*
;
he may

"-^'V the Sut'^' '^'P'"''"'^"*'''

.„d .Uch »h.U te f<»£>' '•Jfis interior officer, >.

r,i»r rroUrVorT"u>.«-»«. «» "» "»'- "'

U.>ri»lhehe.<l.rfdep»r<»>"«;
^^ .u v.e.ncle.
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,e dinlts of their respective

r to grant reprieves and par-

Jnlted States, except In casea

I with the advice and consent

8, provided two-thirds of the
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•
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d by law. But the congresa

[cnt of such inferior officers as

csident alone, In the court, of

^Iwwer to fill up all vacancies

recess of the senate, by grant-

expire at the end of their next

,e t» time give to the congresa

I union, and recommend to their

as he shall judge nec'""^ *"J
raordlnary occasions, convene

m°.nd in case of disagreement

to the time of adjournment, be

^CMitHution of the UnU4d Statit, Hi

Slim rteeWb kMbiMtor* t^AoHbv p«MI« ^W'M^i^

commlaaioti all th* <MlMnof tiM United States.

taipwudinimt fli#, Md cMlrteUoB ^ tiMlMt bflbirf, vt

0tlSiMiifh <riaM»*lii artiltlBOdori.

Ste, I. The jadlcW pvmr ©f the Uijliid Sjttes rfiirfl hm

vMted In one Moreme eoirt,' nnd In sndi,Infcrior •oorto, ••

Se^K m»?^ time to time ftrdiln end ••t^*.-;
Th« mmut bSk ef me supreme end Inferior ewirts, dmll

tldSPoft^dnrhA good tjehnvWW, Iw^Aill, at *«ed
Kei^l^XthdASriSces^
mit be dMitnlsbed dtirinc thilr continaMee t« oOve.

»Je. S. The MdWal power shnU exMod to •« oMOs, In

Uw Mid edolty, irWi»tt«d«r this eeostltnrtoftr'** *•'"•'
theuU^U«)nndtVtkimederorwblchs|atttefl^

oOfir noMie mtaHteni i^ consuls ; ^SS^^JlSSXl
t» ana^Mritimo Jurlidletioa ^ to «on«|Pr«»rtw^»«» "W^ »•
Qnlted Stntes rikall bo » party ; to coiitro»ei>a»os betfeonlpo

oymam stales, betvoen-a ilato an«eHbens of another •tate.

bctweettdtiamwef different statos» b«t!»een cUi«on» of thi

saMO sUt^ dilmtnM bmds ander granto of diffisrcnt mates,

md betwcmi • •taio, or the i^tisens thc!reof;.«i4 fsreita

gtataoi olOaens or ««^ki|e«tsi C»« ""ndw'.Ar'.xM
, , i-

SM» e»M» afl^sAlagambnsaadors, oOier noblie mi^tero

tmmr flasee.wwwre.ia^«yi, i» "wk*^ T-urz!2S^^
bfptions, and ond^sneb reffidatloas, a* the coivres«4l»U

^amiiiaMS>«««>r ii-imtiiii tf-i»»..
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*"/'?V the Swutlve «|ith6riky
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i» thU'vtiioar'

f or«ny p»r»i«¥p-» rzil. -«i»«

\fSS'ryTW~P% •^^^

the tfrritorv or
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UniUd States*

nfort. Nop«rK«i«h«Ub«

ef^M dMiire the PW»«^
oftf»«mihjU«g»k|^

..' '^ ^ -. .

'*

lE IV.
"

. . \^
lall be gluenrln t»<* ^tm
iUiflial proceeding* ofewry.

mfty, iw general>«» pre->

aeu, record* w»d proceed*

ect thereof.
, , . . ^„

rtate •WM b« en»'M V*
*^

Bens in ih? severar »t»te».,.

te with treason, fewny, OR

m justicfe, and be fooAd i|t

ot the executive a^thoi^y

6^ ^eByered opV to ,«» *«r.

action of the crlrte. ^
labor in one atkte, under tb#.

,ther, shan, in «>nBe«iu*nce

in, hi discharged from wA,
delivet^d up on claim of Uff

labor may be due. ^ _
.

,dmitt»d%thecongr«H]fto
.ball be formed of ewted

or m^ states, wip«*t*cj

iof,*ndm«ke»lI
the tfrritory or

ofany parti«Wt"^^^ ^.,

«o-4feds of "bulk lt<?MW«»»Pft

i^Sdmenta to thi. coMU-

{^s^uSSit^ VMna sat*'- m

:«iVrSe of ratification may ^JP'^^^i^^^aTSS^i

Jn^f the first arUtle ; and that no state, without »a eUbmt^

rtSl^de^ri»3lrftt;.q««lsiffrageinth..«.^^^ ,

ARTICLE VI.
. ^^

'ail AAd, contracted and engagemenU entered into, belwt

thi^?d«StfSn^^SSS^.tlt«tlm.r.han be as va«d. .£^££f
Unitedltttes under this constitution, as und^r the confeder-

•*fe, constitntioi^iWd the tew,«rf theUnWdSJ^
Anil be made in pwsuAnce thereof ; and all t«««i«»,W?fj^

S ihlch iffll l**mSde, ttwier the •^«*"?»r*y'" \?M
^.T» .hajn be the supreme tew of the land }

«"d,tbej»«|?

S evSrfrtatffl SfSld *ereby,^fty^^^^^^^^

IStutioJor laws of any strt* to the ccSitrary notwithiUlut

''^•he sikitors and repfesentatite* befbr* Bietot!6n«d, ana

A* memS3A*"«etl»-al state legistaturtiu end all execs^

51 ^rit?tate8.S be botottd by oath or aflfmatlon, tP

2;S?5.^.^t^rb«t «o 4glo«stest*all e^er b.

ISwred IS a qaalit«itl«i to any office or public trust wi-

dpr the United States. ^ . ^^ AlRT^CL^ ^?*, .. fciiti^
" The fafificaU«»#jP*«^*e»*'*»»»*^* '*'". •*•?*'SsS^^S^f^Wm^'^m^ this wnstitisOim bewm
the states so ratifying the same.

j^ntM-em^enHcn, by the «««f£«5n$2!.^^
- Simttt fmtnt, the tevemeenm^W^W &f/>fg>«o»»', ;»
' tktfmr of our Imdme tkouamniteven hundrti^^

tUneh«rmntotuitct4lftdourn»nw»
QotVfASantGTOViPretident,

find Dt/ttity\flPttm nrgiiOm.^

awir'"
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^
ilehw «Bectcd to fmdat ciwJitti^ty Mftprndkal (!<;••«

lbr«lRn tMiar 6aiMaMtlM,f»A«MkdtBowUdnd^]r Mr l»«f^
dMtt tat aMeat .t» ttaM^ Wto nfprtt^dcd kgbUOiA*

^gr AMiteriMrUrfB fcodltt oftroap* •««*• » .

FSfrpfOteclingtlio*, by »«ioc^ trUI, WW'*"*"*

.'-'

'^RKSyodlifour b5&nfei^«tiw^

''S^.^l^t^jp«MN^ d^lcUwiiigM ort •£

towht, mmoSivfl tho livM ofOtor peopliu -^,

^tV^ STe head of a dviUaad nation,

a/p^MMMd Mir fetteiMtiacrtf, tMwn ««^T*M
'' ^ 9^Mwir ^biids^^aad i»r«thrM, or to fcll

flrliapifci 4'

n« BunsJitealbiiicMic inrarreetioiM imMgatm, aadtos
eQdMMWMl to brinc-oQ the iq)iaMUmt« of o^r.frw^orsth*

tkSl^ln^ ••'•CM, nb-oW» rO^yj^^
Um in^itiBgi^rtied 4tetr«ction of all a|c«, M«m, asd «<)•<».
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