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MINUTES, &

St. (irorce, Moxvay, Jury 8, 1833,

1st. Introductory Sermon, by Elder Joun Masrers, from Ephe-
sians 1. 3,—* Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual Llessings in heavenly
places in Christ.”
2d. The Messengers having taken their seats, chose
Elder Joseru Cranoavr, Moderator,
» Tuomas Magee, Cler.
Bro. Epexezer Packarp, Assisiant Clerk.
8d. Voted, That any Minister or Brother, who may be in
good standing where they reside, not belongingto this Association,
take a seat with us.
4th. Read the Letters from the several Churches.

—e20—

ACCOUNT OF THE CHURCHES.

N. B.—Ia the follawing Statement, the names of Ordained Mi-
nisters are in SMALL cAPITALS ; Licenced Preachers in flalics;
those mar’ ed thus (*) were not present. Churches which have
no stated Pastor, are distinguished by a . From Churches
thus marked (1) no information was received this Session.
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Adjourned for one hour.

Met according to adjournment.

5th. Voted, That the Circular Letter be accepted.

6th. Voted, That the Correspounding Letter be discontinued.

7th. Veted, That Bro. F. W. MiLs be our Messenger to our
Sister Association in Nova-Scotia, and that the sum of £3 be given
him to defray his expenses.

8th. Voted, That the Correspondence be renewed with our
Sister Associations in the State of Maine, and that Bro. Samue1,
Rosinson be appoinied our Messenger, aud that the sum of £10
be given him to defray his expenses.

9th. Voted, That the Association be held at St. John, on the
third Monday after the 20th of June, 1834,

10th. Voted, That Bro. Samurt RoninsoN preach the Intro-
ductory Sermon, and in case of failure, Bro. Josepn CRANDALL
supply his place. 4

11th. Voted, That Bro. F. W. MiLes write the Circular Letter
for next year. G oli

12th. Voted, That Bro. F. W. MiLes superintend the printing
of the Minutes, and that One Thousaud copies, including the
Articles of the Association, be struck off.

13th. Voted, That a Day of Humiliation, Fasting and Prayer,
be observed on the Ist day of January, 1834 ;—and that the Month-
ly Missionary Prayer Meetings be continued. 55

14th. Voted, That the request-of the Nova Scotia Assr'vcmh.on.
to have theMagazine printed in an enlarged form, be complied with.

After Prayer by the Moderator, adjourned until to-morrow
morning, 10 o’clock.

Sermon in the evening by Bro. Bonp, from Luke xv. chap.
10th verse.

@ PO
- Tuesday, July 9.

Preaching at 9 o’clock in the moruing by Bro. Nurter, from
Romans viir. chap. lst verse ;—after which, resumed business.

15th. Voted, That the General Meeting be held at Sussex Vale,
on the second Saturday in September.

16th. Voted, That there be a Committee of seven persons ap-
pointed, to consider the propriety of continuing the Mission Board,
as now established, and that it consist of the following persons,
viz. :—Brethren Ring, Robinson, Hartt, J. Crandall, Masters,
Nutter, and Miles.

Adjourned for one hour.

Met according to adjourrment; when the Committee above
named, made the following Report. viz. :—

17th. Resolved, That the Missionary P )ard scmain as it is for
the ensuing year.—That the Association recommena to the Board
at St. John, such Missionaries as they deem proper,—That the
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25th. Voted, That the following perzons form a Spe~ial Com-
mittee for the purpose of preparing a Prospectus, and making
such immediate arrangcments as circumstances render neces-
sury i— )
Rev. F. W, Miles,... St. John, ! Rev. John Masters,...Canning,
W, B. Kinneer, F¥sq. do. Rev. Sam. Robinson,...St. George,
John M. Wilmot, Esq. do. Wm. H. Needham, Esq. Fredericton,
Rey. Joseph Crandall,...Salisbury,
26th. Voted, That there be a Meeting of the General Commit-
tee at St. John, on the Wednesday previous to the General Meet-
ing at Sussex Vale.
27th. Voted, That the Association now close, ani that the third
Monday after the 20th June, 1834, they ugain mect for business.
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CIRCULAR LETTER.
——r—

Tur New-Brunswick Darrist Associartion, to the Clurches
of which it is composed, seadeth Christian Salutation.
DeArR BRETHREN @

At the close of another Anniversary, we deem it our duty to
address you, noi we trast, in mere cor:pliance with the ormality
of a custom, but as an expression of the affectionate interest we
take in your present and eternal welfare, esteeming you as thé
chosen of Gop, and precious.

It is with feclings of the decpest sensibility we sympathise
with many of our Churches in beheiding their low and depressed
state, while we rejoice with others, in those displays of Divine
grace and mercy that has been manifested to them within the
past year.

We would now enquire into some of the leading causes, why
the Lorp seems to hide his face from some of our Churches,
kunowing that he doth not willingly afilict the children of men,
and suggest the adoption of such means, as we trust, under the
Divine blessing, may lead us again out of the wilderness leaning
on cur beloved.

In order to this, we would take a slight survey of what we
would term the Lvangclical part of the world. It appears to us
to Le the most momentous and interesting period of time, that
has cecurred since the Apostolic age.

The mighty influence that i3 given by the Omnipotent Spirit
to the hearts of Goo’s people, callingforth their best energies to
extend the Redeemer's Kingdom to the uttermost boundaries of the
earth ; thus realizing those delightful prophecies, when the Hea-
then shall Le given to the Son for his inheritance, and the utter-
mest parls of the earth for liis dominton ; now.we behold mult
tudes blessed in him, aud eoon all nations shall call him blessed.
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M would exceed the limits assigned us, to enumer. *o all that

our Brethren are now dning: in Hible, jliys,‘gnury‘ . ract asond
other benevolent Pacieties, hoth in England, the Continent ot Eu-
rope, the Last and West Indies, Alrica, &e. &e. Nor are our
Erethren in the United States fur behind in their exertions to E.
vangelize the world, They have sent a noble band of veterans to
the East, who have carried the standard of 1),e Cross, from which
an efulgent light is now shining on the dark Burmese. Nor are
they unmindful of their Aborigines at home, nor of those w ilder-
ness parts of their country, where, by their Domestic Missions,
they are sending the glad tidings of tlie Gospel. Our Brethren,
also, in Nuva-h‘cotiu, are awaking from their slumbers, uniting
with the host of Gob's elect nnd “arching forward to the Valley
of Decision,

Beloved, are we not far in therear? Tie Lonp hides his face
from us, because of our supineness and lukewarmness ; although
our attention in our last Minutes, wag called to the subject of Do-
mestic Missions, yet what cfforts have we made to send the (
pel to the destitute parts of our Provinee, If only one penny per
week were given by the members ¢omposing our Churches, there
would be four Misgionaries continually employed, who, as a flame
of fire, with hearts burning with love to Curist and the souls of
men, would ¢ ry the sacred flame to those parts of our country
which are sitting in the valley and shadew of death, and we should
soon hear of the healing heamns of the Syn of Righteonsness hay-
ing arisen upon them. We would not insinuate as though all our
Churches are guilty of this neglect ; some of them have been for-
ward in this matter from the beginning ; and lately, in the County
of Charlotte, where the Spirit of the Lonp 18 now pouring out, a
Mi;,siunnry spirit is raised, a number of Societies formed, and the
friends there are cheerfully coming up to the help of the Lonu
against the mighty,

Another, and we would say principle eause of the Spiritnal
leanness of many of our Churches, we deem to be the waut of an
tficient Ministry for the supply'of vacant Churches, How few

e our numbers you will perceive by referring to your Minutes ;
and of that number, how few receive a suflicient support, so as
to give themselves wholly to their work, that their ?
@ppear unto all,

It appears to be the opinion of some, that it s not agreeahle
to the lnnguage of the New Testament, that the Minister of Curisr
should receive Support, or at most, that it should be very limited
indeed ; they will observe, that Pauy worked with his own hands,
and that he went forch taking nothing from the Gentiles, Thig
subject, we confess, is painful to enter upon, but shall we, from
false delicacy, decline calling your attention to an imperative duty ?
Ve will, in the fear of Gob, consider this subject a little.

All must admit that under the Mosaic dispensation, those
©he ministered at the Altar, lived by the Altar, There is indeed

this difference, the fpecilic manner in which the Priests and Le-
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vites were to be supported, was pointed out; whereas, under the
Gospel, as being a more spiritual dispensation, it is left to that
holy principle of love and justice which should govern the people
of Gop. It is argued that Carist laboured with his hands ; but

from the time he commenced his public Ministry, he cast himself

upon the liberality of his hearers, and even women minstered un-
to hire of *heir substance, while his whole time was takenup in
that imnortant Mission he came from Heaven to accemplish.

When he sent forth his Disciples to preach the Gospe!, he
also cast them upon the liberality of the people, ordaining it as a
princivle or standing maxim of his Kingdow, that the Labourer
vs worthy of his hire.

Vheu the Spirit descended upon them at Peatecost, and the
Church had all things in common, after a short period the Apostles
finding that the serving of tables diverted their attention from their
uiore important labour, appointed Deacons todistribute the otlerings
of the richer brethren,that theymight give themselveswholl;to prayer
and the ministry of the word., Pavi, when writing to Ttmoruy,
describing the charpcter and duties of the chnstian pastor, directs
ln to give himself wholly to these things ; yea, to study to show
himse'{ approved, a workinan that needeth notie be ashemed, &e.
No man rthet warreth, entangleth himscif with the affairs of this life,
that he may please him who hath called him to be a soldier.—
T'rue, PAuL on certan ocoasions, worked with his own hands, that
"tle might not injure his usefulness in the infant cause of Christian-
ity. He did not take wages of the Gentiles—-as our Missionaries
in Asiu take no wages from e people among whom they labour,
that thé Gospel may not be hindered ; yet PavL took wages frow
other Churches, that he might not give occasion to them at Co-
rinth, though he shows then. he hed authority to be supported by
thew ;—and these thiags are written for our instruction,

We might reauson upon the principle of natural religion, and
show that common justice demands that ti,ose who labour for the
people should be supported by them. Surely the Minister of
Cunist, whose aim is the glery of Gop anc the good of souls, will
not take the oversight of the flock for filthy lucre’s sake, he will
not requice nor expect the lordly wages of the mere hireling !!

It appears to have been a {ear with some, that our Ministers
would become rich, and then they would become prond and injure
their usefulness ; and they have concluded to keep them poor,
and the Lorp would keep them humble. It would be well if some
of this same fear possessed the hearts of those that thus reason!
But has it not been in the general on the other extreme 7 Lave uat
many of them been kept so poor as almost to destroy their use
fulness I and have uot some of them been compelled to leave ow
Province, aua 7o to where they can Le and are supported ? and
are not others almost ready to follow their example? Surely i
was never intended that the humble and faithful Ministers of
Cuitst should be reduced to the rank of paupers ! !

You want your Ministers to unfold the 1loly Scriptures, s
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}my]";'f the ihecp for whom Cruist the great S w;jhcrd’lai!(li :i:)::'l
18 liie, with most of th: other sublime d ines wh; .
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. CAD you reasonably expect your Miy iste fi
proof of their Ministry, to bring ou: {;f the M
rh.n;:s'ncw and old, and to put to silence the
men, if they are not in circumstances to g
to these things. .
X t,'1“nc']nnnw, l:llrc;hn}:n, lpermit us nffoctionntely to propose to
_ > tacans which should be adopted, th i .
- oane whith » that these evils we com-
]},ﬁ““ nfl m]n) be happily removed, and that the Loap may agair
u;; t(;(..‘ Agh}t of;‘hls countenance upon us. il
Aand in the first place, do not these thi
in_ ¢ ese things call o
hlz:ml;lr_, oﬁ;smws under the mighty hand of Gongtlmt he It)::yus L
AL us 1n due time ; let us come [ | . "y
. s > unto him with weepi
o " e ! eeping and sy -
u: ;‘?:,l?o;lfogu'ng our sius ; let us as his children liuskgl'lixn to [;l:‘h(
» Holy Spirit, to work repentance in o ’
oly , ur heaits that nee
not to be repented of ; let us see that we bring forth fruits czzl::

’
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‘ n, but bought wit}

' For what would we barter (Ee r::k.o':'
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Let not
worldly
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nevolent institutions.  Well, if you canot subscribe to all, yon
may to some, surely to one at least ; but the plea is vain, when we
can afford ourselves, our wives and daughters, useless and expen-

sive ornaments of dress.  But what shall we say to those who are :
volling in wealth, and who profess to be followers of him, who,
though he was rich, {Hr their sakes became poor, that they through
his poverty may be 1 ide rich,—and yet refuse to contribute of FAITH, )

their substance. or use their exertions in the cause of Curisr,
Suarely the professious of such persons is vain, even though they
‘ were to speak with the tongues of Angels. '
i Let the Churches then, and friends of Religion, enter into
regular and systematic measures for the support of those benevo-

CIHU

lent institations, and of the Gospel among themselves, even though NEY
~ s g, i~ ; v NIV - S
i at present they may be destitute of Pastors; let them encourage V-BRUNE
‘ the rising gifts of the Churches, and pray to the Lord of the Har-
| ‘ vest, that he will send forth more labourers into his vineyard ; thus

A in the use of these means, we shall soon see our Churches looking Article 1. Wg be
?‘ Sorth as the morning, fair as the Moon, clear as the Sun, and ter- God, who is a Spiri
| rible as an army mith banners, being, wisdom, pos

Deat. 6. 45 John 4
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2. That there ar

the Son, and the He
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A DECLARATION

OF THE
FAITH, PRACTICE, AND COVENANT
OF THE

CHURCHES or CHRIST,
COMPOSING THE
NEW-BRUNSWICK BAPTIST ASSOCIATION,

Article 1. Wg believe that there is but one onl
God, who is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in his
being, wisdom, power, holiness, Justice, goodness, and truth :
Deat. 6. 45 John 4. 24; Psal. 99, 23 Jer. 10. 10 3 Isai 6, 3;
Exod. 34, G,7; Heb. 1. 3. 1—4,

2. That there are three persons in the Godhead, the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, who are but one God, the same in

substance, equal in power and glory: 1 John 5. 7; Acts 5. 3,4;
Mat. 28. 19; 2 Cor. 1% 14

3. That the Holy Scriptures of the Ol4 and New Testaments,
are the Word of God, in which he hath given us our only rule of
faith and practice » Acts 20. 32; 2 Tim. 3. 15—17.

y living and true

2
4. That God, who js infinite in knowledge, perfectly views all
things from the beginning to the end, and hath foreordained that
whatsoever comes to pass, cither by his order or permission, shall
work for the eternal glory of his great name : Acts 15. 18 ; Rom.
9 17—23; Acts 9. =3; Psal. 76. 19,
9. In the bcy;inning God created th

e heavens and the earth, the
fea and all that in them

are 3 and he upholds and governs all
things by the word of his power: Gen. 1.; Exod. 20.11 ; Heb.
L35 Dan. 4. 35.

6. That God made man in his own image, in kn

feousness, and trye holiness ; and made with him a covenant of
life, the condition of which was perfect obedienee : Gen. 1. 26,
;5 Gen. 2. 16, 17; Gal. 3. 10

7. Man being left to himself,
glorious estate

owledge, righ-

soon fell from that happy and
! » in which he was made, by eating the forbidden
fruit, by which he brought himself and all his posterity into a state
of death: Gen, 3, 6; Rom. 5. 12—19; Ecel. 7. 29.

8. Man being thus dead, his help and recovery are wholly in
and from God: Hos. 13.9; Eph. 2. 8; John G. 44.

2. We believe that God the Father hath chosen a great multi-
tde of the human family, which no man cean number, of all na-
ticng, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, and fave them to hig
Son in the covenant of his grace, that e might redeem them from
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all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar Pmlﬂu;‘(::-ci:}:;“:,::;
good works, which is the only foundation of sul\:nlmnl ooy
helpless sinners, And thereby the ministers of t. {'om‘n. b‘cc;m_\c
couraged to preach the gna‘l'cl'l() every r:ntmn_ul‘;:l: “z‘- n't,mu'mu'!'
the purposes of God, and the infinite V:llll(?‘ ot‘ L..|~1 s i.“ S
sccures the increase and establishment of Christ's ;);Lns ”f,(mr
that the kingdoms of this world shall become the klflg.“, <dhan
Lord and of his Christ; aund he shall rclg‘n( for u:(,r7.1 ‘b
Rom. 8. 29,30 ; Eph. 1. 4, 5; John 6. 37-.3.)‘;_ Rev. 7. 9; Tit,
2.14; 2 Tim. 2. 19; Mat. 13. 33; Rev. 11. 15. e
10. Jesus, the eternal Son of God, lmt.h come, :1n(f“t (,‘[,.-di.
him our nature, and in that nature hath yielded a pc;“w'd dc.‘“h
ence to the law which we have transgressed, and sull L:'L i r‘.:-h.
for our sins, and hath brought ir a complete and cve:‘ as ;I::f o
teousness, and hath risen and n.eccnd_cd to the right m]";- : 'l‘im‘
and ever liveth to m: ae intercession 1?r us: John : 1A0,5_10:
3. 16 ; Tsai. 42.21; Mat. 5. 17; 1 Cor. 15. 3; Heb. 10. s
. 9.24; Heb. 7. 25. .
Dalr;. {“2]: iloly Ghost, and he only can and doth n‘mlke ]}?l::'li(:[lhtl;
application of the benefits of the mnncmcnt7 m:ln:c yy C
every elect soul:  John 3. o—8; Johu 16 ?—lq. AT
12. The Spirit of God applies the benefits of t ns‘.\ pent,
convineing us of our sinful, lost, apd llllSl.‘Z‘:lb.](‘,‘ %O;lt‘l:'t ‘d i,n -
then discovering the glorious Saviour, as he is (inl 'l‘:_v oy
gospcl, in his suitableness and sufficiency, un(! ena :Jn‘ng ts » :m-
brace him with our wholz souls, by which he is m:l‘ e .l]mh‘:,lm -
dom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption : Jo . 8
Jor. 1. 30. g L
] (l“;r 'Il‘ht?lifc of religion consists in the knowledge (,)1 (lm(fl,“:ir:]d
conformity wirh him in the inward man, which nocc;jss..lr! y"]s g
ceth an external conformity to Lis commands, and bring ! :w.
live in obedience to his holy will in ::Il our ways, an(f xlll olurécm
ral places and relations: John 17. 3; Mat: 23. QQI,' ”,p ui.v”. m..
14. True believers being united to Jusus'(:hnst, shall ne u“!(m
rish, but live and reign with him for ever. 1 hgy}ha:ve}::or:;::r e
with God, and by lis Spirit they are united with (,l:lC 0 oo
have communion one with another, whereby they ‘Lrelrgn Ldlio
takers of each other’s gifts and graces : Jo!m_ 3. lg, ,and 10.
28; Rom. 8.17; 1Jokn 1.3; Rom. 1. 11; Phil. 1. 6. e
" 15. We believe that the first day of the week, cogmllonﬁy. o
the Lord’s day, is thel(]:ht:is,;im“. Ssl:(l))bath: Mat. 28. 1—6;
20. 19; v. 1. 10 ; Heb. 4. 8—10. iy
~0i61.J"I‘IT§: G(}d hat’h appointed the ordipnncg of cnfll g('w";mimlftlr
for defending the poor as well as the rich, in 'thcxr"cm nrifw .
without infringing upon the consciences of any, (;r n} pr{:;‘)elo,llgs
dictate or govern in the worship of the eternal Gol( A }v'l!c Ly
only to Jesus Christ the great law-giver und.hca( of 1; ll e
Rom. 13. 1—4; 1 Pet. 2. 13—15; Isai. 33. 20—22; Ep |iJ ;h y
17. We believe that there will be a general resurrection u-h‘ch
the just and unjust, and that God hath appointed a day in whi

he will judge the
reward every mai
be sent away into
ceived into life et
15. 12—14; Acts
2. 16 ; Mat. 16. ¢
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he will judge the worid in righteousness, by Jesus Christ, and wilj
reward every man according to his works ; when the w‘i(',k((-d ~'h'x|ll‘
he sent away into everlasting punishment, and the righteous ;-v
m.:m,-.(! into life eternal ;  Job 19. 25—27; Rom. 8, f] s 1 b:;;*-
15 13145 Acts 17. 315 Rev. 20. 11, 12 ; Johu 5. 28, 20; Rown.
2165 Mat. 16. 27, and 25, 46, T

' . PART THE SECOND.
Concerning a visible Church of Christ, and its Discipline.

1. We believe that a particular visible Church of Christ, is a
number of saints and people, by mutual acquaintance and ;mu-
munion, volunlanly and undcrstnndingly covenanting and embo-
dying lu;clhcr, for upholding and promoting the worship and sér
vice of God, to show forth his declarative glory, and for lthcir .
ul:)hc:islou: 1 Pet.2.5; 1 Cor. 1. 2; Acts ‘J: 42 47 s
m-.‘ ‘tllmtl Bnptwn and the Lord’s Supper are ordinances of
-irist, to be continued until his second coming, and that the for-
mer 1s requisite to the latter, that is to say, that those are to be ad-
nn;gcd nto the comuunion of the church, and to partake of all i(ls
;:r,(,m?',lcc? and |rr.n'|lc:ge§, who upon profession of their faith have
\‘uu vaptized by immersion, in the name of the Iather, and of the
:)(_m, and of the Holy Ghost: Muat. 28, 19, 20; 1 Cor. 11. 23—
2; Acts2. 41, 42, and 9. 18—26, and 8. 12, 36—39 ; Mat. 3. 0
~=16; Rom. 6. 4; Col. 2. 12; Johu 3. 23, and 1. 9, 10,

.3. Since none but true believers can rightly purmk:: of the ordi-
Y:‘:"IIC“E&S', l:;eref:(;re t'he door of Fhe church should be carefully kept

RIS, It such wio canrot give scriptural evidence of their union
\nf‘h (ihrlst: I Cor. 11. 27—29; Mat. 7. 6,15—20; 1 Pet. 2.5
. O-rdx"il(ljltlll:;:g (t)l::s gml;ercd: ln.nh power to choose, and by el ers
vis, Bl g (l,cru that Christ hath appointed in his Church,
nate whol b A ers, and Deacons : and also to depose such of-
i e A lc?ntrxlry to the rules of the Gospel ; and to disci-
Nt . crrzl ;(Irs, though in some such cases it mnay be conve-
- of(‘,lu-i:)g o l:;,-:; tlo gelquc:ft the advice uf.ncighlmuriug church-
Pl el cts 1. 21—206, and 6. 3—6; Mat. 18. 13—18;
co;l)t.";tcl;l:ht_)p tnhr.cl('Je.r P'..th no more power to decide any ease or
. _)y in the church, than any private brother ; vet they,
ot i.ﬁ ,rgvc.ntt;r.gxtla for teaching and ruling, ought to exercise
' {0 bti lbb.s‘ﬂllle for the bcfnuht of the church ; and the church
g s \s-(i'.itld‘l lJ?c‘wd to the ﬂlfls‘ b.cstoyvcd on the minister from
e R -y edu,‘ u:;l rightly administering in his place, whose
r ”rdin'mceea : 1;1 )t 1e actings of the churqh, and to administer
‘mcm"g‘wars o 't e gospcl, m}d duvuten himself to the work of
o fmu: hOunm[., rebuking and exhorting the people publicly,
2 se to house: Mat. 20. 25—20; 1 Pet. 5. 3: Mat
#.19,20; Acts 20. 20, 98, 31. o
: ;].“ ,“w dencol.nv’s office or work is to take care of the poor, and
v have the oversight of the temporal affairs of the church, and t
Uiuister at the Lord’s table:  Acts 6. 1--5. : :
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7. Every believer is commanded to be faithful to improve every
! talent which is bestowed on himn 3 in order to which, there
such a gospel freedom that the churel) may know
"y particular gift is, that it may be improved in its pro-
¢, and to its right end, viz. the glory of God and the,good
opic s and the church ought to be sithject to such improve-
{ Peter 4,10, 11, and 5. 5; 1 Tim. 4. 14; 1 Cor. 12
i 44 chapters,

. Liat there is a mutual obligation between minister and peo-
ple.  One to administer in things religious and spiritual, accord-
n@ to the gifts God has given. The church to communicate of
their temporal or worldly substance for his comfort and support,
and that by an equality, as nearly as can be ascertained, that one

iy not be burthened and another eased. But this is not to be
“ticeted by force or compulsion, or by the sword of civil power ;
but is to be a free-will offering agreeably to the scripture of
truth. And every member deficient in this matter ought to be
disciplined by gospel rule, as for any other breach of covenant, or
neglect of performing christian duty: 2 Cor. 8. 12—14; Luke
10. 75 Rom. 15.27; 1 Cor. 9.

THE COVENANT.

We do now, in the presence of the great, all-seeing and most
glorious God, and before angels and men, give up ourselves to
the Lord Jenovan, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and acknow-
ledge him this day to be our God, our I"ather, our Saviour, and
our Leader, aud receive llim as our portion for ever.

We give up ourselves to the Lord Jesus Christ, and engage to
adlere to him as the head of his people in the covenant of grace,
aud rely on hima as our Prophet, Priest, and King, to bring us to
eternal blessedness,

We acknowledge our everlasting and indispensable oblizations
to glorify God, by living a holy, rizhteous, and godly life, in this
present world, in all our several places and relations ; and we en-
gage, hy the assistance of the Divine Spirit, to improve our time,
strength, talents, and advantages to his glory and the good of eur
fellow-men ; promising, by divine help, to walk in our houses ns
hecomes those professing godliness, and to maintain the worghip
of God in our families, and to train up those under our care in the
ways of religion and virtue.

We also give up ourselves to one another in covenant, promis-
ing to conduct ourselves towards each other as brethren in Christ,
watching over one another in the love of God, (reproving, rebuk-
ing, and admonishing one another Sor good as eccasion may re-
quire ; and if we at any time know that any of the members of the
church are guilty of immoral conduct, that we will not cxpose them
by tattling it to others, but will Saithfully lahour with them, ac-
cording to the direction of our Lord : Mat. 18. 15—17 ; that sin
may be put eway from among us, and that iniquity may not be
harboured in the church,) and to watch not only against the most
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gross evils, but alsg against all foolish talking
are not convenient ; vain disputing about words and things, which
gender strife ; disregarding promises, and not fulfilline e
ments ; tattling and backbiting,

and jesting, which

g engage-
: spending tiwe idly at taverns, or
elsewhere, and vain and unnecessary conversation on the Lord’s
day, and whatsoever else that is contrary to sound doetsine ac-
cording to the glorious gospel of Christ ; promising to hoj c’mn-
munion together in the worship of God, aud in the ordinances
and discipline of his church, according as we are or shall be coided
by the Spirit of God in his word ; expecting that he will y:*t fur-
ther and more gloriously open his word and the mysteries of his
kingdom : applying to the blood of the everlasting covenant for
the pardon of our tnany errors, and praying the Lord would pre-
pare and strengthen us for every good work to do his will, work-
Ing 1n us that which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus
Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. AMeN, :




